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in  ^Tor  of  anf  meascire  before  the  Lieffislatare 
ibaB  be  has  in  favor  of  this ;  bat  the  bill  ought 
to  be  decided  oo  its  merits,  and  not  on  the  o^n- 
ion  of  the  President. 

A  feodeman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ross) 
is  good  enongh  to  allow,  that  those  who  may  vote 
for  the  bill  will  do  it  on  pure  motives.    The  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  and  of  those  who  sapport  it,  is  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  the  nation  if  possible.    The 
^eatleman  quite  astonished  me ;  he  made  a  flam- 
mf  war  speech,  and,  before  he  sat  down,  said  he 
wished  for  peace,  if  war  could  be  avoided.    He 
and  those  wno  support  the  bill  acfree  in  their  wish 
to  preserve  peace ;  we  propose  the  bill  as  the  best 
means  of  doing  this,  which  he  calls  submission ; 
he  proposes  nothing ;  if  then  o«r  plan  is  submis- 
sioQ,  lo  do  nothing  will  smelj  be  submission 
alao-~a  war  speech  to  conclude  in  favor  of  peace 
is  a  little  strange  to  me.    Were  I  for  war,  I  should 
be  for  making  the  necessary  preparation,  te  call 
forth  the  resources  and  the  energy  of  the  nation, 
to  eo  at  it  tooth  and  nail.    He  also  said,  that  a 
naiddle  groond  had  been  adopted  in  the  bill,  and 
that  the  middle  ground  was  snbmission.    With- 
out refering  to  ^sop  or  to  Grotins,  to  decide 
whether  it  be  so  or  not,  it  seems,  to  me,  that  com- 
mon sense  wonld  in  the  present  case  decide  that 
the  niddie  groond  was  neither  war  nor  submis- 
sion.   But  the  bill  contains  something  like  old 
embargo  principles— these  seem  to  be  quite  as 
much  dreaded  as  the  fatal  submission  which  the 
bill  contains.    There  is  not  anything  in  it  like  em- 
bargo, thoo^  the  gentleman  pays  me  a  compli- 
ment, which  1  do  not  deserve,  when  he  says, 
that  the  chairman  who  reported  the  bill  was  an 
embargo  man,  and  nothing  but  embargo  princi- 
ples was  to  be  expected,    if  he  knew  the  com- 
mittee, he  woald  not  believe,  that  any  chairman 
eoold  report  a  bill  which  they  did  not  approve, 
aad  he  would  also  believe  that  they  understood 
embargo  principles.    Yes,  sir,  I  am  an  embargo 
maa.  aad  hesitate  not  to  say,  that  the  day  Con- 
gres  gave  up  the  emhai^  for  the  non-inter- 
coarse,  if  there  be  submission,  that  day  it  began; 
hot  I  do  not  consider  that  submission,  and  the 
Vnli  is  vndeoiably  a  better  measure  than  the  non- 
iatercoorse;   if  we  wished  war,  either  agaiost 
fiaghmd  or  France,  or  against  both,  instead  of  the 
aoik-intereoarse  act,  we  ought  then  to  have  made 
a  declaration  of  war ;  we  then  had  our  sailoni, 
oor  property,  and  our  vessels,  at  home.  I  cannot 
perceive  the  great  wisdom,  and  undaunted  cour- 
age, in  these  war  speeches,  when  there  is  no  war 
motion.  *  * 

The  same  gentleman  has  brought  another  ^p&- , 
bargo  charge  2m\xkst  me;  it  is  thrsy  that  I  mingle  [ 
U  with  everythinff  I  say.    He  certainlv  oughi) 
not  complain,  for  he  said  twice  as  much  about 
war,  as  I  have  about  the  embargo.    The  fact  is, 
a  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Golo)  first  ' 
brought  it  into  debate  the  present  session ;  to  hftti  ^ 
i  replied.    1  have  always  been  willing  to  defend 
it,  and  never  ashamed  that  I  approved  it ;  and  a 
great  majority  of  the  nation  also  approved  it.  The 
embargo,  as  well  as  every  other  measure  which  has 
been  brought  forward,  in  opposition  to  the  decrees 
lltbCoK.  2dS£S8.— 41 


of  France,  and  the  orders  of  Qreat  Britain,  have 
been  opposed,  while  all  are  saying  they  will  not 
submit  to  either.  To  sa^  the  least  of  the  embargo, 
it  kept  us  a  year  out  or  war,  and  the  non-inter- 
course with  air  its  imperfections  has  probably 
kept  us  out  of  it  another,  and  if  this  bill  shall  pre- 
serve the  peace  of  the  country  only  one  year 
more,  the  committee  will  have  deserved  well  of 
the  nation. 

It  is  true,  that  I  was  willing  to  limit  the  btll  to 
the^end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress,  under 
the  expectation  that  we  might  b^  that  time  under' 
stand  completely  its  eflect.  If  it  should  prove,  us 
I  believe  it  will,  a  beneficial  measure,  there  would 
be  no  difficulty  in  continuing  it  longer,  and  if  on 
experience  it  should  be  found  not  to  produce  any 
advantagre  the  sooner  it  expired  the  better.  I 
have  patiently  attended  to  the  objections  which 
have  been  stated  to  the  bill ;  they  have  not  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  solid ;  but  is  the  gentleoMn 
himself  absolutely  certain  that  he  is  right,  thtft 
he  is  so  wise  that  he  cannot  be  mistaken  ;  is  he 
like  the  French  girl,  of  whom  Doctor  Franklin 
told  the  story  in  the  Convention,  who  inquired 
of  her  mother,  how  it  happened  that  she  always 
found  everybody  in  the  wrong,  and  herself  al- 
ways in  the  right?  The  short  limitation  is  an 
objection  which  was  not  expected  from  those 
who  are  opposed  to  every  part  of  the  bill,  and  in 
favor  of  war ;  one  would  naturally  suppose  the 
shorter  the  limitation  the  more  agreeable  to  them. 

I  understood  the  gentleman  to  say,  that  the 
friends  of  the  bill  had  called  on  him,  and  others 
who  think  with  hhn,  to  join  and  aid  them  in 
passing  it.  I  deny  it  as  to  myself;  I  call  npoh 
no  man  for  aid.  The  bill  must  stand  or  fall  on 
its  own  merits.  It  has  never  been,  nor  ever  will 
be  my  practice  to  be  running  about  the  city  by 
day  or  oy  night,  prowling  after  men,  to  support 
any  measures  I  may  propose ;  if  right  they  ought 
to  be  adopted,  if  wrong  tkey  ought  te  be  r^ected. 
To  have  solicited  the  aid  of  the  men  who  deciare 
the  bill  to  be  submissio(»,  and  that  nothing  but 
war  will  save  the  nation,  would  be,  in  my  opinion, 
to  have  insulted  them,  it  is  iK>t  only  asking 
them  to  give  up  their  opinion,  b«t  also  to  do  an 
act  which  they  consider  submission,  and,  of  cours^ 
disgraceful  at  least.  Nor  have  I  requested  or  de- 
manded of  them  to  come  out  as  party  men  to  sup- 
port the  bill.  No,  shr,  I  have  never  asked  any 
man  to  yield  his  judgment  to  party.  To  endea- 
vor to  pass  a  bill  on  such  principles,  would  be  to 
acknowledge  that  there  was  no  reason  for  pass- 
ing* itT;  JATfact  that  iji  ought  not  to  pass. 
^  ffhe  rfanie  ;g%h^ieman  says,  the  present  dis- 
cussion, at  the  next  "election,  will  put  men  who 
are /or^msRft* -energetic  measures  in  Conrress 
fcomJlte^Jira^tern  and  Southern  States.  How 
th<s  soay-be^  (  cannot  tell,  but  it  is  a  good  while 
3Rijc^1hese^d> 'portions  of  the  Union  have  been 
eoHplW  toifethar  before.  As  to  the  people  from 
the  East,  personally  I  know  but  little  about  them, 
having  never  been  among  them ;  if,  however,  a 
judgment  may  be  formed  of  them,  from  their 
members  here,  they  will  be  found  as  tenacious  of 
their  opinions,  as  most  people  are  of  theirs.    The 
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gentleman  has  forgot  that  their  Representatives 
adhere  so  close  to  their  opinion,  that  not  very 
long  since,  he  had  to  sit  up  all  night  to  get  a  vote. 
Whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  those  in  the 
South,  which  I  represent,  it  Will  be  perfectly 
agreeable  to  me  ;  but  I  am  yet  to  learn  that  the 

geople  in  the  East  and  in  the  South  are  more 
ckle  than  those  of  the  Middle  States. 
It  is  true  that  the  peoi^le  in  the  South  do  not 
make  a  practice  of  meeting  to  pass  fiery  resolu- 
tions, which,  in  general,  mean  nothing  morexhan 
that  the  first  mover  of  the  meeting,  and  of  the 
resolutions,  wants  an  office.  On  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, they  pass  on  the  conduct  of  their  Represent- 
atives, and  then  tell  them  whether  they  have  don«> 
well,  or  not.  I  did  not  hear  the  gentleman  dis- 
tinctly enough  to  understand  the  story  of  the  Bed- 
lamite, who  believed  he  had  it  in  his  power  to 
secure  the  balance  of  power  in  Europe.  The 
Bedlamite  was  as  well  calculated  for  this  as  any 
man  in  the  world.  The  truth  is,  that  no  nation 
ever  acted  with  a  view  to  preserve  a  balance  of 
power,  all  have  acted  on  the  principle  of  self-in- 
terest. The  strong  have  used  it,  as  a  reason  to 
induce  the  weak  to  join  in  their  wars;  the  weak 
never  leagued  against  the  strong,  though  the 
strong  have  leagued  against  the  weak.  This  at 
once  shows  the  manner  in  which  both  under- 
stood it. 

A  single  remark,  on  what  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  ^Mr.  Mumford)  said,  and  I. am  done 
with  remarxing  on  the  observations  made  by 
others.  He  is  hot  from  his  constituents,  and  goes 
a  step  further  than  every  one  eUe.  He  tells  you 
that  the  bill  is  downright  colonial  submission,  and 
that  the  non-intercourse  is  the  system  which 
ought  to  be  pursued.  To  this,  I  shall  only  reply, 
that  I  do  not  recollect,  while  that  celebrated  bill 
was  before  the  House,  but  one  gentleraian  declar- 
ing, in  his  place,  that  he  approved  it,  and  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York  has  now  the  sole  honor 
of  supporting  it. 

The  bill  is  calculated  not  only  to  prohibit 
French  and  British  veseelv,  of  all  sorts,  from  en- 
tering our  waters,  but  also  to  put  an  end  to  the 
disgraceful  Amelia  island  and  Nova  Scotia  trade, 
to  put  an  end  to  all  indirect  commerce  in  the 
produce  and  manufactures  of  Qreat  Britain  and 
France,  and  to  secure  to  our  vessels  the  profit  of 
carrying  on  the  direct  trade  between  them  and  us, 
ao  long  as  their  orders  and  decrees  against  us  are 
continued  in  force.  But  we  cannot  do  without 
French  brandy  and  French  wine,  we  must  have 
them,  and  can  get  them  at  fToairingeQ^  ;Sir,:b0-' 
fore  I  would  be  sneaking  in tod^dnping^n,  ot^fUty 
other  place,  after  them,  while'tbelr  fl'ecrees  are*in  ^ 
force,  and  while  they  continue  to*sVk]kes^*(;i^i^' 
cent  of  oar  property  they  can  lay.\ii*9c  ipiajisw^ 
I  would  drink  whiskey  and  hom«;iaade  birandf  • 
all  my  life.  If  Gkeat  Britain  oiioo^ey,  ^^^y; 
retaliate,  and  we  shall  be  ruined,- becaase  vf  e^Aff-• 
'  not  get  broadcloth.  Let  her  retaliate — let  her  by 
that  make  a  complete  non-:intercourse.  The  ex- 
periment will  then  be  made  which  can  stand  it 
longest.  I  have  no  doubt  on  this  point,  but  that 
wt  could  stand  it  twice  as  long  as  she  could.    In 


the  present  state  of  things,  we  can  get  broadcloth 
from  Amelia  island  and  Halifax.  Before  I  would 
go  skulking  about  either  of  these  places  after  it, 
while  her  orders  are  in  force,  and  in  violation  oi 
the  laws  of  this  nation,  I  would  wear  homespun 
to  the  day  of  my  death.  Again,  if  she  should  re- 
taliate, we  shall  then  have  not  an  imaginary  non- 
intercourse,  but  a  real  one. 

I  have  endeavored  to  show  before,  that  this  was 
not  the  proper  time  to  go  to  war.  If  the  Legia- 
lature  shall  decide  that  it  is,  we  may  promise  our- 
selves to  have  a  host  of  contractors,  quartermas- 
ters, commissaries,  &c.,  all  growing  rich,  while 
the  nation  may  be  growing  poor.  Let  the  con- 
dition of  the  country  and  the  Army  be  what  It 
may,  these  will  make  money.  Those  who  hare 
called  the  bill  submission,  have  not  attempted  to 
demonstrate  that  it  was  so ;  and  those  who  have 
said  that  it  had  not  as  much  energy  as  the  non- 
intercourse  law,  have  not  attempted  to  prove  it. 
I  should  like  to  hear  them  attempt  to  satisfy  the 
House  that  their  opinions  were  correct. 

One  word  as  to  all  the  talk  about  war ;  as  thece 
is  no  motion  for  it,  the  fair  presumption  is,  that 
there  are  not  many  in  the  House  for  it.  Then  it 
may  fairly  be  considered  that  all  these  big  war 
words,  only  mean  to  advise  a  course  which,  it  is 
known,  will  not  be  adopted.  The  true  time  to 
try  courage  is  the  minute  of  danger.  So  the 
true  time  to  try  a  war  speech  is  to  seal  it  with  a 
war  vote ;  when  that  vote  will  ^ive  a  majority, 
no  doubt  can  be  entertained  but  that  all  the  gen- 
tlemen who  have  favored  the  House  with  a  war 
speech  would^seal  it  with  such  a  vote,  and  that 
they  would  take  an  active  part  in  carrying  on  the 
war.  But  a  vote,  when  it  is  known  that  the  mea- 
sure will  not  obtain,  is  nothing. 

Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  bill  will  promote 
the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  nation  by  pre> 
serving  peace.  It  offers  to  Great  Britain  and 
France  another  proof  of  the  sincerity  of  our  de- 
sire to  remain  neutral,  and  to  settle  our  disputes 
with  them  in  a  friendly  way.  It  justly  puaces 
them  on  the  same  ground  in  relation  to  us.  It  is 
a  measure  which  we  can  maintain,  because  it 
promotes  the  interest  of  all,  and  particularly  the 
interest  of  those  who  might,  with  the  most  faell- 
itv,  evade  its  operation.  The  orders  and  decrees 
or  Great  Britain  and  France  are  certainly  against 
their  interest ;  it  will  afford  them  time  to  recon- 
sider them,  and,  I  hope,  to  withdraw  them ;  and, 
as  no  other  system  has  been  proposed  either  in 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  or  in  the  House,  I 
1^09f  it  will  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Legtsla- 

\*  *M!r.  PiCKMAN  said  that  believing  the  bill  would, 
$f  passed  into  a  law,  prove  very  injurious  in  its 
Operation,  he  considered  it  his  duty  to  state  his 
objections  against  it  more  at  large  than  he  had 
hitherto  done.  Its  advocates  say  that  it  is  calou- 
itfted  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  American 
ship-owners.  If  so,  I  am  very  unfortunate  in  ray- 
opposition  to  it ;  for  no  State  in  the  Union  is  so 
deeply  interested  in  navigation  as  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  no  person  in  that  State  more 
,  80  than  those  whom  I  nave  the  honor  to  repre- 
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•coL  They  may  justly  be  ranked  among  the 
most  industrious  and  enterprisiog  merchants  of 
the  United  States.  But,  according  to  my  view 
of  this  bill,  it  is  calculated  to  injure  instead  of 
promoting  their  interests.  In  speaking  upon  this 
subject,  I  shall  briefly  notice  some  of  the  observa- 
tions which  have  been  made  since  it  has  been 
nnder  discussion ;  shall  take  a  slight  review  of  our 
Tirioas  restrictive  laws,  and  shall  point  out  the 
pobable  consequences  of  adopting  this  system. 
It  has  been  urged,  in  objection  to  the  fifth  section, 
that  it  will  be  impracticable  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
because,  in  many  cases,  it  is  impossible  to  distin- 
guish between  articles  manufactured  in  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  those  manufactured  in 
other  countries,  and  between  the  produce  of  Brit- 
ish and  French  colonies,  and  the  produce  of  other 
colonies.  In  answer  to  this,  a  gentleman  from 
Yirginia  (Mr.  Sheppey)  says  that  the  same  objec- 
tion exists  against  our  revenue  laws,  for  there  is 
a  difference  m  the  duty  of  certain  ad  valorem  ar- 
ticles of  the  same  nature;  but  this  difference  de- 
pends on  the  places  from  which  they  are  import- 
ed^ which  can  always  be  ascertained,  not  on  the 
places  where  they  are  manufactured,  which,  in 
many  instances,  it  may  be  impossible  to  ascer- 
tain. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Sbt- 
BERT.)  in  the  course  of  his  observations,  which 
seeroad  to  be  intended  to  show  the  propriety  of 
encouraging  manufacturing  establishments  in  the 
United  States,  observed,  also,  that,  in  his  opinion, 
it  would  be  the  extreme'  of  folly  in  us,  to  enter 
into  a  contest  with  both  the  great  belligerents, 
and  inexpedient  to  do  it  with  either.  He  went 
on,  howeverj  to  show,  that  the  trade  with  the 
continent  ot  Europe  is  much  more  important 
than  the  trade  with  Great  Britain,  and  introduced 
sutements  from  the  Treasury  Department  to 
prove  it.  By  those  statements,  it  appears  that  the 
exports  of  the  continent  of  Europe  during  the 
years  1805,  1806,  and  1807,  greatly  exceeded  the 
exports  to  Great  Britain  during  the  same  period. 
Bat.  it  must  be  recollected  that  our  exports  to  the 
Continent  consisted  almost  wholly  of  colonial 
produce,  a  trade  which  is  fluctuating  and  tempo- 
rary, and  our  exports  to  Great  Britain  consisted 
of  domestic  produce,  a  trade  steady  and  perma- 
nent. Besides,  the  alternative  is  not  presented  to 
us.  Should  we  be  at  war  with  Great  Britain, 
our  trade  with  the  Continent  would  also  be  anni- 
hilated, for  it  cannot  be  denied  that,  with  the  do- 
minion of  the  ocean,  she  possesses  an  almost 
unlimited  power  over  the  commerce  of  the 
world. 

With  respect  to  the  commercial  warfare  which 
we  have,  for  several  years  past,  been  carrying  on 
with  Great  Britain ;  it  commenced  and  has  been 
conducted,  under  the  extremely  erroneous  opin- 
ion that  the  trade  of  this  country  is  more  import- 
ant to  Great  Britain  than  the  trade  of  Great 
Britain  is  to  this  country.  Under  this  idea  we 
passed  the  non-importation  act,  supposing  that  it 
would  aid  our  Mfhisters  in  their  negotiations; 
iu  effects  were  to  raise  the  prices  of  such  goods 
u  were  prohibited,  to  encourage  the  pernicious 


practice  of  smuggling ;  and,  instead  of  aiding  our 
Ministers,  it  proved  an  obstacle  in  their  way. 
That  administration  of  the  British  Government 
which  has  been  considered  as  the  most  liberal  to- 
ward this  country,  would  not  enter  on  negotia- 
tion until  that  obnoxious  law  was  suspended. 
To  this  succeeded  what  is  usually  termed  the 
embargo  act,  or,  more  property,  the  suppression 
of  commerce  by  a  ^permanent  law.  This  law 
produced  so  much  distress  that  our  citizens  could 
not  exist  under  it  fbr  any  ^reat  length  of  time. 
It  paraljrzed  the  productive  mdustryof  the  coun- 
try at  Its  heart.  They  who  complained  of  it 
suffered  most  severely  under  it ;  they  considered 
it  an  unwise  and  an  tinjiist  law.  Many  of  them 
thought  it  an  unconstitutional  law.  Under  such 
circumstances  they  are  not  to  be  reproached  for 
a  want  of  virtue  and  patriotism,  in  endeavoring 
to  obtain  its  repeal ;  on  the  contrary,  they  exhi^ 
ited  much  of  both  in  refraining  from  an  uncon- 
stitutional opposition  to  it.  And  they  could  not 
fierceive  that  the  wounds  of  their  country  were 
ikely  to  be  healed  by  the  stripes  inflicted  upon 
them. 

I  have  said  that  the  trade  with  Great  Britain 
is  more  important  to  this  country  than  the  trade 
of  this  country  is  to  Great  Britain.  I  shall  en- 
deavor to  demonstrate  this  position  ;  and  I  think 
it  may  be  done  without  descending  into  any  mi- 
nute calculations.  Three-quarters  of  the  people 
of  this  country,  at  least,  are  agriculturists,  and  a 
large  portion  of  the  other  quarter  are  engaged  in 
carrying  our  produce  to  foreign  markets,  and  in 
bringing  articles  wanted  for  consumption  here. 
All  our  agriculturists  are,  more  or  less,  employed 
in  raising  articles  for  exportation.  The  planters 
of  the  Southern  States  are  particularly  so;  their 
cotton  and  tobacco,  their  two  Maple  articles,  are 
raised,  almost  exclusively,  for  exportation ;  they 
are  raised  at  much  expense,  and  if  the  exporta- 
tion of  them  is  restricted  it  necessarily  involves 
the  planter  in  difficulty  and  embarrassment.  The 
farmers  in  the  Middle  and  Eastern  States  are  abo 
employed  in  raising  articles  for  exportation ;  thev^ 
are^  generally,  persons  of  middling  property.  If 
their  crops  are  good,  and  they  can  sell  their  sur- 
plus produce  at  a  fair  price,  they  live  comforta- 
oly ;  but  if  their  crops  are  bad,  or,  which  amounts 
to  the  same  thing,  if  they  cannot  sell  their  sur- 
plus produce,  thev  suffer  the  inconveniences  of 
poverty.  Now,  irom  the  Treasury  statements 
produced  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  Seybert,)  it  appears  that  considerably  more 
than  one-half  of  our  domestic  exports,  during  the 
years  1805,  180S,  and  1^7,  were  made  to  Great 
Britain  and  her  colonies.  Surely  a  trade  so  high- 
ly important  as  this,  a  trade  which  gives  em- 
ployment to  at  least  one-quarter  of  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  United  States,  cannot  be  abandoned 
without  producing  the  most  serious  distress;  bat 
it  is  highly  important  in  another  point  of  view. 
Many  of  the  articles  which  we  import  from 
Great  Britain  are  necessary  to  us ;  they  cannot 
be  obtained  from  any  other  country.  If  they 
cannot  be  legally  imported  they  will  be  illegally 
introducM  |  their  high  prices  will  operate  as  n 
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«C7«re  tax  upon  our  eitizens,  will  encourage  the 
pernicious,  demoralizing  practice  of  smuggling, 
will  annibilaie  our  revenue  from  impost  duty, 
and  will  compel  us  to  have  recourse  to  loans  or 
direct  taxes.  Such,  sir,  are  the  true  and  unezag- 
£erated  evils  which  must  result  to  this  country 
Irom  non-ezportatioo  to  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies.  Let  us  now  consider  how  the  non-im- 
portation of  her  n^nufactures  would  affect  her, 
if  it  could  be  carried  strictly  into  effect;  and 
here  i  would  observe,  that  I  entertain  no  doubts 
of  its  being  highly  for  the  interest  of  Great  Brit- 
ain to  preserve  fi  good  understanding  with  this 
country,  and  to  keep  ouj  markets  open  for  her 
manufactures.  I  only  mean  to  show  that  she 
would  suffer  much  less  distress  from  a  complete 
Bpa-intercourse  between  the  two  countries,  than 
we  should.  It  is  true  that  a  considerable  portion 
of  her  subjects  axe  engaged  in  manu&ctures;  this 
portion,  howe vex,  dc^s  s^oi  exceed,  at  most,  one- 
fourth  of  her  population ;  of  the  articles  manu- 
factured there,  not  more  than  one-eighth  are  ex- 
ported to  this  country  5  of  course,  a  very  small 
portion  of  her  inhabitants  are  supported  by  the 
tcade  with  this  country  |  whereas,  as  I  have  be- 
fore observed,  a  large  proportion  of  our  citizens 
aw  supported  by  our  trade  wiib  Great  Britain— 
besides,  with  her  immense  commercial  resources, 
ahe  can  obtain  from  other  countries  many  of  the 
raw  materials  with  which  we  usually  supply  ber. 
The  last  accounts  from  India  state,  that  there 
were  from  30,000  to  40,000  bales  of  couon  shipped 
on  board  of  their  country  ships  for  England. 
This  will  very  materially  afiect  the  price  of  oar 
Southern  cotton  at  ber  markets,  and  is  the  effect 
of  our  embargo.  In  wliatever  light  I  can  view 
this  commercial  warfare  with  Great  Britain,  it 
appears  to  me  to  be  fraught  with  ruin  to  our- 
selves. 

1  consider  the  bill  under  discussion  as  a  branch 
of  the  same  restrictive  system  which  has  done 
us  so  much  injury.  The  fifth  section  is  nothing 
iQore  nor  less  than  the  renewal  of  the  present 
miserable  non-intercourse  act,  in  case  Great  Brit- 
fin  should  refuse  our  commerce,  upon  the  humil- 
aatii^  ternns  on  which  this  bill  offers  it  to  her. 
We  interdict  our  ports  to  her  merchant  vessels, 
of  which,  as  appears  from  the  Treasurer's  reports, 
not  more  than  forty  or  fifty  visit  our  ports  in  the 
course  of  a  year;  and  we  thereby  furnish  her 
with  a  pretext  for  excluding  our  merchant  ves- 
jols  from  her  ports^  of  which  from  seven  to  eight 
Jhundred  go  there  annually,  laden  with  the  pro- 
ductions of  this  country.  Is  it  not  putting  ino- 
Uelhf  too  much  at  risk  Tor  so  inconsiderable  an 
object?  But,  gentlemen  say,  she  will  not  retal- 
iate, because  it  will  not  be  for  her  interest  to  do 
it.  When  gentlemen  say  this^  do  they  not  mean 
a  teinporary  pecuniary  interest?  Has  Great 
•Britain  ever  been  known  to  give  up  an  important 
principle  to  preserve  such  an  interest?  Is  it  not 
aU-importaot  to  her  to  convince  every  nation  on 
earth,  that  they  ciinnoc  subdue  her  by  a  commer- 
pUA  warfare?  I,  sir,  am  very  apprenensive  that 
ahe  will  pass  (countervailing  decrees;  and  if  she 
ahould  do  it;  that  it  wi(l  laace  our  country  in  a 


much  worse  situation  than  it  now  is.  One  of 
my  colleagues  f  Mr.  Cdtts)  has  stated  that  If  we 
admit  British  snips  they  will  become  the  carriers 
of  all  our  produce ;  because  the  articles  of  cotton 
and  tobacco  nay  much  higher  duties  if  imported 
into  England  in  American  vessels,  than  if  import- 
ed in  British  vessels.  If  the  discriminating  du- 
ties have  been  made  to  operate  against  us,  it  does 
not  prove  that  this  bill  ought  to  pass,  but  that  the 
li|w  establishing  them  should  be  repealed.  The 
sentlemen  from  the  Souihern  States  will  recol- 
lect that  much  of  the  capital  in  the  filastern 
States  is  now  out  of  employment,  and  cannot,  as 
heretofore,  be  employed  in  the  importation  and 
exportation  of  colonial  produce,  for  most  of  the 
colonies  are  in  possession  of  Great  Britain,  and 
almost  all  the  ports  on  the  continent  of  Europe 
are  shut  against  us  by  the  Emperor  of  France. 
Should  all  our  restrictions  upon  commerce  be 
taken  off,  much  of  this  capital  would  find  its  waj 
into  the  Southern  States  for  the  purchase  of  their 
produce.  Our  merchants  would  become  the  pur- 
chasers instead  of  the  carriers  of  it,  and  all  the 
risks  would  be  transferred  from  the  planters  to 
them.  This,  in  my  opinion,  would  operate  much 
to  the  advanu^e  of  the  planter.  In  every  view 
of  this  bill,  which  I  am  able  to  take,  it  appears  to 
me  that  it  would  be  highly  inexpedient  to  pass  it 
with  its  commercial  regulations  and  restrictions. 
When  this  subject  came  under  discussion,  I  express- 
ed a  hope  that  we  should  discuss  it  with  ihe  cool 
deliberation  that  its  importance  required^  and 
without  the  interference  of  any  party  considera- 
tions; but  it  would  appear  from  the  discussioiks 
which  have  taken  place,  on  this  and  other  subjects, 
as  if  Great  Britain  were  the  only  nation  that  is 
doing  usiaoy  injury.  I  would  seriously  ask  gen- 
tlemen, if  the  Berlin,  Mil&n^  and  Bayonne  de- 
crees are  not  more  outrageous  violations  of  oux 
national  rights  than  the  British  Orders  in  Coim- 
cil?  I  would  seriously  ask,  whether  the  seq,ues- 
tration  of  American  property  in  ports  un^ier  the 
government  or  control  of  iP^rance;  the  indis- 
criminate capture  of  our  vessels;  the  ransoming 
some  as  a  sort  of  cartels ;  the  burning  of  others; 
the  sending  in  of  others  for  condemnation,  and 
the  imprisonment  of  our  seamen,  are  not  more 
hostile  practices  than  any  that  Great  Britain  in 
guilty  of  toward  us?  Great  Britain  is  contend- 
ing for  her  national  existence,  and  to  maintain 
the  dominion  of  the  ocean— could  that  dominion 
be  wrested  from  her  without  endangering  our 
own  country,  I  might  rejoice  at  it:  but  she  is 
engaeed  in  a  contest  with  an  enemy  who  is  fight- 
ing for  the  dominion  of  both  land  and  sea. 
Should  he  compel  her  to  make  peace  on  such 
terms  as  he  would  prescribe,  in  my  opinion  the 
liberty  and  the  independence  of  this  country 
would  be  in  the  most  imminent  hazard,  and  I 
should  consider  the  utter  destruction  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  this  country  a  small  calamity  in  com- 
parison with  their  subjection  to  that  cruel  and 
unrelenting  militaxy  despotism  under  which  most 
of  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  Europe  are  now 
suffering  such  unexampled  distress. 
Mr.  SaEFrjBY.— Mr-  Speaker,  in  aupportinj;  the 
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bin  on  your  table,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  show 
chat  it  IS  the  best  measure  that  can  possibly  be 
adopted ;  for,  under  present  circnmstances,  the 
greatest  difficulty  attends  legislating  on  any  sub' 
ject  toochiog  our  foreign  relations.  Even  in  ordi- 
nary times  it  is  impossible  to  anticipate  certainly 
the  effects  of  erery  daeasare.  Th?  best  practical 
statesmen,  conscientiously  acting  for  the  pnblic 
good,  cannot  always  foresee  what  will  be  the 
operation  of  the  measures  he  adopts.  Biperience, 
the  surest  guide,  often  deeeiyes  those  who  are 
guided  by  it ;  this  is  more  particularly  possible 
DOW,  when  we  are  legislating  for  a  crisis,  which, 
perhaps,  has  not  its  parallel  id  the  history  of  the 
worhi.  We  need  T^nly  to  look  back  for  two  or 
three  year^,  and  we  shall  have  abundant  proof  of 
what  I  say.  The  embargo  and  other  measures 
were  adopted  (I  doUbt  not)  with  the  best  inten- 
tions ;  their  friends  conceived  that  the  real  inters 
est  of  the  country  depended  on  their  adoption  ; 
yel  experience  has  shown,  that  however  correct 
those  who  advocated  them  generally  are  in  their 
opinions,  that,  in  relation  to  these  measures;  they 
were  mistaken,  and  that  that  which  might  have 
answered  for  other  times,  does  not  suit  the  pres- 
ent. I  bare  made  these  observations  as  aii  apol- 
ogy for  my  error,  should  I  be  mistaken  in  the 
opinion  which  I  have  formed  on  this  subject. 

I  will  proceed  to  consider  the  subject,  as  it  ap* 
pears  to  me,  and  must  apologize  for  the  extended 
and.  perhaps,  desultory  view  I  shall  take  of  it.  I 
will  examine  those  measures  which  have  been 
urged  or  offered  as  substitutes  for  this,  and  at' 
tempt  to  show  that  they  are  inexpedient  at  this 
time,  and  that  the  bill  before  you  contains  pro- 
▼tsioDs  practical,  proper,  and  expedient. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  bill,  on  one  side, 
that  it  is  not  sufficiently  energetic,  and,  on  the 
other,  that  it  is  too  enemtic,  and  a  conttiluation 
(in  a  different  shape)  of  that  system  of  commer- 
cial restrictions,  which  experience  has  proved  de- 
structive to  our  own  interest.  Those  who  have 
declared  that  this  bill  is  too  feeble,  have  told  us 
that  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  act,  and  some 
of  them  have  recommended  measures  leading 
directly  to  war.  If  that  be  the  true  policy  of  this 
country,  then  the  bill  before  you  ought  not  to  be 
adopted  ;  for  nothing  could  be  more  inexpedient 
or  improper  than  to  send  our  property  on  the 
ocean  at  the  moment  we  are  about  declaring  war. 
If  the  sense  of  the  majority  be  to  adopt  meas- 
ures of  hostilitjr,  this  bill  ought  to  be  rejected, 
and  we  ought  immediately  to  lay  an  embargo, 
couf^ed  with  a  declaration  of  war.  It  is,  there- 
fere,  proper  to  inquire,  whether  that  be  expedient? 
If  so,  we  ought  not  to  pass  this  bill ;  if  it  is,  how- 
ever, shown  that  such  a  course  would  be  improp- 
er, one  objection  to  the  bill,  under  consideration, 
will  be  done  away. 
I  I  will,  therefore,  sir,  inquire  whether,  under 
existing  circumstances,  it  is  compatible  vtrith  the 
interest  and  prospierity  of  this  nation,  to  change 
oar  peaceful  attitude  for  that  of  war?  I  have 
heard  it  said  that,  on  such  occasiohs,  ytm  ought 
not  to  pursue  the  narrow  dictates  of  prudence, 
or  consolt  the  contracted  counsels  of  deliberate 


judgment;  but  that,  as  your  national  honor  is 
concerned,  you  should  defend  it  at  every  hazard, 
if  you  even  should  precipitate  your  country  into 
rum.  I,  however,  presume,  sir,  that  a  measure  of 
such  magnitude,  which  may  be  uc»uccessful,  in 
which  is  involved  the  very  existence  of  the  so- 
cial compact,  ought  to  be  the  ofTspringof  our  cool- 
est reflections.  Shall  we  rashly  engage  in  a  con- 
flict which  may  inundate  the  country  in  blood  f 
Shall  we  hazard  the  independence  and  liberties 
of  this  nation,  which  are  involved  in  the  issue, 
without  reflecting  on  the  possible  consequences? 
For  my  own  part,  I  consider  it  correct,  on  a  ques- 
tion so  important,  (most  of  all  others,)  to  delib- 
erate and  reflect,  and  not  to  permit  myself  to  be 
stimulated  by  passion,  to  plun^  the  nation  into 
a  war,  the  consequences  of  which  may  be  so  fa^ 
tat.  Our  conclusions  should  be  the  result  of  sober 
reflection. 

I  am  one  of  those,  sir,  who  consider  that  the 
very  nature  of  our  Government  is  hostile  to  war. 
Let  me  not  be  understood  as  advocating  the  doc^ 
trine  that  we  are  incapable  of  going  to  war  on 
any  occasion,  or  that  the  Gfovernment  has  not 
sufficient  energy  Within  itself,  or  means  at  its 
command,  to  prosecute  a  war  successfully.  .There 
are  great  (but  few)  occasions  when  it  will  be  no*- 
cessary  and  when  it  will  be  successful;  but  I 
speak  of  ordinary  occasions.  To  make  war  sue- 
cessful  there  must  be  competent  means,  and  en^ 
ergy  and  promptitude  in  their  application.  This 
cannot  be  expected,  except  in  some  few  instances, 
in  a  Government  like  ours,  composed  of  depart^ 
ments,  and  containing  checks  and  balances. 
With  us  the  pjower  to  declare  war  and  to  provide 
the  means,  is  in  the  Legislature.  The  direction 
of  the  means  and  the  manner  ofprosecuting  th^ 
war,  belongs  to  the  Executive.  This  division  of 
power  has  a  tendency,  on  many  occasions,  to  im- 
pair that  energy  so  indispensable  to  the  successful 
issue  of  a  war.  Ft  is  true  that  the  theory  of  the 
British<jh>vemment  contains  checks  and  balances, 
the  House  of  Commofiscan  control  the  royal  pre^ 
rotative,  by  withholding  supplies,  but,  in  practici^, 
it  has  all  the  enersy  of  a  despotism,  because  those 
who  are  to  furnish  the  means,  are,  on  most  occa- 
sions, at  the  command  of  those  who  apply  them : 
but  that  is  not  the  case  (and  I  hope  never  will  be/ 
with  us.  As  long  as  we  are  free,  every  depart- 
ment must  act  on  its  own  conviction  of  proprie- 
ty, and  this  has  a  tendency  to  impair  that  energy 
and  promptitude  which  characterize  despotic 
Gbvernments. 

In  a  Government  like  ours,  warihust  originate 
with  the  people.  Ordinary  subjects  receive  th«flr 
origin  and  character  with  us,  and  the  public  sen- 
timent follows ;  but  war  must  be  decided  on  by 
the  people  before  we  dare  venture  to  declare  It 
I  mean  there  must  be  something  like  a  general 
(though  it  may  not  be  universal)  impulse  in  ita 
favor  communicated  throueh  us  as  conductors* 
We  must  follow,  instead  of  leadin^g,  the  public 
opinion.  Is  this  the  state  of  things  at  thiis  time? 
Is  there  anything*  before  you  to  cviocfe  the  deter- 
mination of  the  mass  of  your  population  in  favtir 
of  immediate  war?    For  my  own  part,  I  have 
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seen  and  felt  nothing  to  justify  such  a  conclusion. 
You  have  heard  the  huzzing  of  insects,  which 
has  been  mistaken  for  the  public  voice.  There 
are  clamorous  men  who  would  feast  on  the  spoils 
of  the  country,  who  cry  out  for  war;  but  the 
yeomanry,  the  valuable  class  of  the  community, 
who  eftrn  their  bread  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows, 
are  for  peace.  What  would  be  the  consequence 
of  precipitating  the  nation  into  hostilities  in  this 
state  of  division  of  the  public  opinion,  as  to  its 
policy  or  necessity  1  Is  there  any  prospect  that, 
under  such  circumstances,  you  would  be  able  to 
prosecute  it  with  effect  and  success  1  There  al- 
ways will  be,  in  a  (Government  like  this,  an  ever 
wating,  vigilant  opposition  to  those  who  conduct 
the  public  measures ;  who,  aifled  by  the  freedom 
of  discussion,  and  the  liberty  and  even  licentious- 
ness of  the  press,  will  easily  persuade  the  people 
that  the  war  which  was  begun  without  their 
wish,  and  for  the  prosecution  of  which  they  stand 
not  pledged,  is  unnecessary  and  ruinous;  and 
those  who  were  the  majority,  and  who  commenc- 
ed the  war,  will,  in  a  little  time,  see  themselves 
in  a  minority.  Those  who  came  into  power  upon 
these  principles  must  give  the  expected  boon  at 
all  hazards;  they  must  give  the  country  peace  at 
any  price,  if  attainable.  Thus,  if  we  should  pro- 
ceed to  extremities  in  this  thoughtless  manner, 
you  will  very  probably,  at  the  end  of  two  years, 
nave  a  majority  in  this  House  who  are  decidedly 
opposed  to  a  continuance  of  the  war,  and,  after 
having  made  a  sacrifice  of  thousands  of  our  best 
citizens,  and  exhausted  a  portion  of  your  ener- 
gies, you  will  be  compelled  to  relinquish,  in  the 
shape  of  conventional  stipulations,  the  very  prin- 
ciple for  which  you  have  contended,  and  ratify 
the  British  Orders  in  Council  in  the  solemn  form 
of  a  treaty.  This  is  the  natural  coarse  of  things ; 
instances  occur  even  in  the  history  of  that  coun- 
try from  which  we  have  derived  the  principles  of 
our  public  institutions,  where  the  voice  of  the 
people  is  much  less  powerful  than  here.  Sir, 
have  you  not  there  seen  a  hiffh-handed  despotic 
Ministry  driven  from  their  places  by  the  public 
voice,  and  substituted  hj  their  opponents,  the  pre- 
tended or  real  friends  of  peace,  who  are  ready  to 
sacrifice  the  very  principle  for  which  the  war 
was  gone  into?  Is  the  opposition  there  more 
powerful,  or  here  less  vigilant?  Sir,  whenever 
you.go  to  war,  take  with  you  the  hearts  of  all 
your  people.  Act  as  their  agents  in  giving  effect 
to  their  wishes.  Then  you  will  have  every  man 
in  the  community  pledged,  you  will  have  even 
\\lk  L/^ijiu3ii"itJU  ^/it  tlgct]  10  go  haud  in  hand  with 
you,  and  iheQ  ii  is  probmbic  a  war  may  be  suc- 
cessful if  you  have  the  oiber  ntctjssary  means. 

Tiiere  are  other  dang^r^  to  be  apprehended  in- 
cideni  to  a  state  of  war  at  thi^  lime.  A  war,  to 
be  elTeciuaK  ought  to  be  energttic;  much  is  to 
be  apprebendi^d  from  suddenly  cbanging  the  state 
of  debility  and  nliixatioa  in  which  we  now  are 
for  the  opposite  extreme.  No  longer  than  a  year 
ago,  (I  regret  that  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  pro- 
nounce it,;  you  have  witnessed,  in  the  bosom  of 
your  country,  organized  opposition  to  the  execu- 
tion of  your  laws,  not  set  on  foot  by  a  few  law- 


less individuals,  but  by  the  authority  of  two  great 
Slates,  and  that  with  impunity.  So  little  attach- 
ment is  then  manifested  to  freedom,  and  so  little 
fear  and  respect  entertained  for  the  authority  of 
this  Government!  If  you  so  to  war,  you  must 
bring  your  Government  back  from  this  state  of 
laxity,  you  must  infuse  into  it  an  artificial  energy 
by  strong  measures,  which,  as  all  things  have  a 
tendency  to  go  from  one  extreme  to  the  other^ 
may  drive  you  to  despotism.  It  mav  not  be  con- 
sidered consistent  with  the  public  satety  to  permit 
the  citizens  to  exercise  their  rights,  which  (they 
sometimes  abuse)  in  the  same  extent  as  in  times 
of  tranquillity  and  peace.  To  make  your  meas- 
ures effectual,  you  must  adopt  something  like  re- 
strictions on  the  liberty  of  the  people,  and  thus 
at  the  close  of  a  war  you  might  have  the  shadow 
of  a  free  Constitution,  but,  in  substance,  a  des- 
potism. As  I  wish  this  Government  to  oe  per- 
petual, to  sink  only  with  time,  and  to  be  lost  only 
when  everything  sublunary  shall  be  destroyed,  I 
cannot  consent  to  plunge  the  country  headlong 
into  this  hazardous  state.  In  addition  to  these 
reasons  you  ought  to  know  that  you  have  at  your 
command  the  means  necessary  to  prosecute  a  war. 
As  you  have  no  actual  means  in  your  hands,  yoa 
must  depend  on  taxation  or  loans.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  all  commerce,  are  you  able  to  extract 
from  the  people  sums  sufficient  to  pay  the  ex- 
penses of  a  war  establishment?  Is  tnis  possibly 
to  be  expected  from  a  people  who  have  beea 
taught  that  they  are  to  pay  nothing  for  the  sup- 
port of  Government,  but  that  they  are  to  have  it 
administered  without  paying  for  it?  Can  you 
extract  fifty  millions  a  year  from  them  ?  We 
are  told,  however,  that  the  public  credit  stands 
high,  and  that  we  may  resort  to  loans.  But  gen- 
tlemen ought  to  reflect  on  the  consequences  of 
such  a  course.  If  we  engage  in  a  war,  we  ouffht 
not  to  be  parsimonious  in  the  means, and  I  under- 
take to  say,  that  the  expenditure  of  fifty  millions 
per  annum  would  produce  a  very  limited  military 
and  naval  establishment.  Thus,  in  a  few  years, 
our  national  debt  would  be  increased  several  hun- 
dred millions.  For  my  own  part,  I  consider  the 
system  of  loaning  as  the  most  pernicious  to  carry 
on  a  war,  and  it  nas  been  generally  so  considered 
until  of  late.  We  do  the  injustice  to  posterity 
of  compelling  them  to  bear  tne  burden  incident 
to  their  own  situation,  and  the  expenses  of  our 
own  wars  are  also  thrown  upon  them.  We  go 
on,  step  by  step,  without  sensibly  feeling  the  in- 
crease of  each  particular  burden,  until  we  shalL 
have  arrived  in  that  situation  in  which  England 
now  finds  herself,  when  every  necessary  of  life 
must  be  taxed  to  an  enormous  amount,  to  pay  the 
annuities  to  the  public  creditor;  besides, the  evils 
which  arise  from  the  immense  patronage  incident 
to  a  large  public  debt  ought  not  to  be  disregard- 
ed. Under  every  view  of  the  subject,  I  cannot 
consent  to  adopt  any  course  which  shall  directly 
or  indirectly  lead  us  to  war.  The  present  state 
of  the  world  is  unexampled.  Was  it  as  it  has 
been,  twenty  years  ago,  there  would  be  more  pro- 
priety in  yielding  to  the  impulse  of  our  notions  of 
honor.    But  the  civilized  world  is  divided  be" 
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tween  two  i^reat  Dadons,  ooe  exercising  absolute 
domiDioo  oo  the  land,  and  the  other  on  the  ocean, 
and  contending  for  the  monopoly  of  commerce 
Would  it  be  proper,  at  soch  a  time,  when  so  near* 
If  balanced,  to  throw  our  weight  into  the  scale 
of  either  1    We  hare  weight,  or  we  have  none; 
if  we  have  none,  we  need  to  make  no  parade 
about  it ;  if  we  have,  would  it  be  prudent,  by 
throwing  it  on  the  side  of  either,  to  destroy  that 
equilibrium  in  which  is  involved  our  security  ? 
GrentlemeA  say  we  need  not  fear  the  power  of 
France  on  account  of  our  local  position.    I  have 
no  confidence  of  that  kind.    I  ar^oe  from  the 
nature  of  man.    The  thirst  for  dominion,  like  the 
thirst  for  money,  is  increased  by  gratification.    If 
we  should  assist  Napoleon  in  humbling  England, 
1  cannot  believe  that  we  should  either  enjoy  the 
**  liberties  of  the  seas,''  or  that  he  would  turn  his 
eves  to  other  quarters  of  the  globe  and  let  us 
alone.     Neither  have  I  any  reliance  on  the  mag- 
nanimity of  England.    She  is  in  pursuit  of  mO' 
nopoly,  and  if  we  engage  on  either  side  we  must 
be  sacrificed  to  this  monopolizing  spirit,  on  the 
one  hand,  or  of  dominion  on  the  other.    In  this 
conflict,  between  the  lion  and  the  tiger,  is  it  pru* 
dent  to  aid  either  in  the  destruction  of  the  other, 
that  we  may  become  a  pre^,  in  our  turn,  to  the 
conqueror?    I  presume,  sir,  ordinary  prudence 
would  dictate  a  different  course.    If  tnere  existed 
that  balance  of  power,  either  fanciful  or  real, 
which  once  existed  in  Europe,  there  would  not 
be  the  same  danger,  but,  under  the  existing  state 
of  things,  it  is  much  better  to  submit  to  partial 
evils,  than,  by  attempting  to  remedy  them,  intro- 
duce great  and  general  ones ;  and,  if  necessary, 
even  to  submit  to  a  temporary  suspension  of  our 
rights  rather  than  to  have  them  entirely  destroy- 
ed   I  am,  therefore,  not  for  going  to  war ;  every 
idea  of  prudence  and  security  forbids  it.    I  am 
not  for  uking  any  step  that  leads  to  it  indirectly, 
for  I  had  rather  come  out  boldly  at  once  than 
adopt  any  measure  leading  indirectly  to  the  same 
object. 

One  gentleman,  (Mr.  Seybbrt.)  if  I  have  in- 
fened  rightly  from  his  speech,  has  objected  to  this 
bill,  not  because  we  ought  to  go  to  war,  but  that 
we  ought  to  withdraw  from  the  ocean  entirely. 
He  h^  told  us  that  we  have  resources  within 
ourselves,  and  that  the  energies  of  this  country 
ought  to  be  employed  in  manufactures.  Sir.  it  is 
much  easier  to  say  what  ought  to  be  done  than  to 
do  it ;  to  imagine  how  the  prosperity  of  a  nation 
may  be  promoted,  than  practically  to  promote  it. 
It  is  not  in  the  power  of  even  a  despotic  Qovern- 
ment  to  change  the  habits  and  pursuits  of  a  na- 
tion, much  less  so  when  the  Government  ema- 
lutes  from  the  public  sentiment.  You  may  legis- 
late on  any  subject,  but,  if  your  measures  oppose 
the  general  habit&  pursuits,  and  sentiments  of  the 
people,  you  will  nnd  them  disregarded  and  de- 
feated. You  may  say  a  poition  of  the  people 
shall  become  manufacturers,  but  your  determina- 
tion will  not  be  carried  into  efiect,  at  least,  not 
speedily.  In  a  nation,  each  individual  will  pur- 
sue his  own  interest ;  and  with  us,  I  hesitate  not 
to  say  the  predomitiant  intereat  is  and  ought  tp  be 


the  agricultural.  It  is  only  in  countries  where 
there  is  a  redundant  population  that  the  manu- 
facturing system  can  oe  established  with  success. 
When  the  price  of  labor  is  so  hiffh  and  land  so 
abundant  and  cheap,  it  is  not  for  the  Legislature, 
but  for  necesfity  and  interest  to  direct  the  course 
which  the  general  employment  shall  take.  This 
is  an  agricultural  nation,  its  interest  requires  it 
should  remain  so,  and  commerce  is  necessary  to 
the  prosperity  of  agriculture.  As  lung  as  it  re- 
mains so,  the  people  will  have  comnrerce  if  it  is 
attainable;  you  may  legislate  and  interdict  as^ 
long  as  you  please,  but  you  will  not  be  able  to- 
divert  the  people  from  their  interests,  and  before- 
you  will  be  able  to  efifect  a  change  in  them,  the^r 
will  have  changed  you. 

For  my  own  part.  I  should  deem  it  a  suftjecT 
much  to  be  regretteii  if  our  country,  through  ne- 
cessity, should  be  compelled  to  pursue  the  course 
pointed  out  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  I  believe  this  Government  to  be 
dependent  on  our  habits  and  manners;  the  virtue 
of  our  people  results  from  their  independent  situ- 
ations; the  moment  you  make  one-half  of  the 
nation  manufacturers  you  destroy  that  independ- 
ence, and  consequently  impair  their  public  virtue. 
Look  at  the  manfocturing  institutions  in  Europe ; 
do  those  employed  in  them  compose  the  materi- 
als for  freemen  ?  Do  they  possess  that  intelli- 
gence, virtue,  or  public  spirit,  which  would  make 
them  the  safe  depositaries  or  the  powers  of  the 
Qovernment  and  the  rights  of  the  nation  ?  No, 
sir,  whenever  we  become  such  a  people,  the  bands 
of  Government  must  be  drawn  tight.  Energetic 
laws,  inconsistent  with  the  genius  of  a  free  Con- 
stitution, must  be  adopted  to  rule  us,  and  the 
principles  of  liberty  will  be  overthrown.  When 
I  speak  thus,  let  me  not  be  understood  as  includ- 
ing in  my  remarks  domestic  and  other  manufac- 
tures made  in  our  country,  they  will  and  ought 
to  exist;  but  I  speak  of  great  manufacturing  es- 
tablishments, where  thousands  are  dependent  on 
the  will  of  a  few  great  capitalists ;  it  is  in  such 
a  state  of  society  Uiat  the  Government  must  of 
necessity  become  the  mere  bhadow  of  freedom. 
Some  gentlemen  have  intimated  that  we  ought 
to  carry  the  non-intercourse  svstem  into  effect ; 
what  I  have  already  said  will  equally  apply  to 
this  part  of  the  subject.  The  people  will  have 
commerce — their  habits  and  interests  lead  them 
that  way,  and  nothing  but  imperious  necessity 
will  drive  them  from  it.  It  must  be  a  combina- 
tion of  circuftistances,  and  not  thedictums  of  le- 
gislation, that  will  induce  them  to  relinquish  it; 
hence,  such  a  system  as  the  non-intercourse  will 
not  bt  obeyed.  I  have  attempted  to  show  that  it 
is  inexpedient  to  go  to  war ;  that  our  pursuits  and 
interests  require  foreign  commerce,  and  conse- 
quently that  the  non-intercourse  system  is  incor- 
rect in  principle  and  impracticable  in  practice. 
Is  it  proper,  then,  to  adopt  the  system  recom- 
mended by  gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House;  to  permit  the  belligerento  to  participate  to 
the  utmost  extent  in  that  commerce,  which  I 
have  attempted  to  show  to  be  necessary  ?  Doea 
even  liberality  dictate  to  us,  when  we  have  receiv- 
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ed  QOlhiag  but  injustice  from  foreign  patto&S) 
that  we  should  opea  our  ports  to  the  admission  of 
their  Tessels  ?  I  presume,  sir,  our  duty  requires 
that  we  should  make  that  commerce  which  we 
must  ha^e»  as  beneficial  to  our  people  as  is  in  o.ur 
power,  and  that  can  be  effected  only  by  throwing 
the  whole  benefit  of  our  commerce  and  the  nay- 
igation  necessary  to  carry  it  on  into  their  own 
hands  If  this  question  was  presented,  clear  of 
the  shackles  which  gentlemen  have  hung  upon 
It,  there  is  not  an  American  who  would  say  that 
the  profiu  of  our  navigation,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, should  be  divided  with  foreign  na- 
tions. 

But  it  is  said  that  Ih^  plan  proposed  is  imprac- 
ticable, and  that  it  is  therefore  improper  to  adopt. 
Let  me  here  observe  that,  whatever  may  be  the 
effect  of  this  bill,  we  cannot  be  in  a  worse  situa- 
tion than  we  are  now.  If  Great  Britain  should 
retaliate  to  the  full  extent,  we  shall  just  be  where 
ihis  bill  found  us ;  and  such  an  event  would  only 
prove  what  we  ha^e  frequently  experienced,  that 
a  measure  intended  to  produce  good  has  produced 
none.  It  will  produce  no  evil.  But  I  shall  at- 
tempt to  show  that  retaliation  or  correspondent 
restrictive  measures  are  not  to  be  apprehended  on 
the  part  of  England*  If  she  countervails,  her 
restrictions  will  be  in  one  of  three  ways :  1.  By 
interdicting  our  vessels  from  entering  her  har- 
bors. 2.  By  permitting  us  to  take  away  her  man- 
ufactures and  productions  in  our  own  vessels,  but 
pieventing  them  from  importing  into  her  domin- 
ions in  Ekirope  the  products  of  the  United  States, 
establishing  places  of  deposite  in  her  American 
colonies,  where  they  would  be  received.  Or,  3.  By 
discriminating  duties. 

It  ia  a  principle  that  cannot  be  denied,  that  na- 
tions, like  individuals,  are  generally  guided  by 
their  interests;  and,  perhaps,  no  nation  under- 
stands better  how  to  promote  hers  than  Great 
Britain*  In  anticipating  the  course  which  she 
will  ]^rsue.  in  relation  to  this  measure,  it  is  im- 
portant to  know  what  effect  any  given  project 
will  have  upon  her  interest ;  for,  although  she  may 
sometimes  sacrifice  her  interests  to  her  pride,  yet 
this  is  net  the  general  course  of  things.  If  she 
should  adopt  correspondent  countervailing  re- 
strictions to  the  full  extent  embraced  by  this  bill, 
it  will  establish  a  complete  non-intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  nations,  not  effected  by  our  meas- 
ures, but  dependent  on  her  will  and  consummated 
by  her  act.  Is  it  the  interest  of  England  to  effect 
this  object — or  is  she  not  very  much  "interested  in 
preventing  it  ?  She  aims  to  become  the  manu- 
facturer of  the  world,  and  to  carrv  her  commerce 
to  every  region.  It  is  indispensably  necessary,  to 
enable  her  subjects  to  bear  the  burdens  imposed 
upon  them,  that  there  should  be  a  brisk  circula- 
tion of  their  capital,  and  that  no  part  of  it  should 
be  unemployed — for  the  moment  that  is  the  case, 
you  deprive  the  capitalist,  and  all  dependent  on 
nim,  or  the  means  of  payinjg  their  portions  of  the 
public  contributions.  Our  imports  from  England 
amd  her  dependencies,  before  the  embargo,  f  pre- 
aume,  amounted  nearly  to  forty  millions  of  dol- 
hurs.    Would  the  deprivation  of  a  market  for  her 


manufactures,  to  that  amount,  not  aertoasly  affeot 
her  interest?  I  answer,  it  cannot  be  denied.  It 
is,  however,  said,  she  will  depend  on  smuggling 
her  goods  into  this  country.  This,  to  a  certain 
extent,  is  unquestionably  true;  but  it  is  equally- 
true  that  the  importation  of  English  goods  will 
be  much  less  during  a  period  of  exclusion  thaa 
in  the  same  period  when  the  importation  is  freely 
permitted.  Although  some  may  violate  the  law, 
all  will  not.  The  honest  merchant  will  not 
employ  his  capital  in  smuggling;  and  as  the 
whole  mercantile  capital  is,  perhaps,  but  equal  to 
the  ordinary  amount  of  importation  when  unre- 
strained-—it  follows^  that  a  portion  bein^^  with- 
drawn from  that  object,  it  must  necessarily  cre- 
ate a  correspondent  diminution  in  the  importation^ 
or  British  merchants  must  confide  their  goods  to 
persons  unworthy  of  credit.  Besides,  if  these 
difficulties  shall  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  a  direct 
and  fair  commerce  on  the  partof  England,  many 
of  our  citizens  would  naturally  iueline  to  pur- 
chase less  of  the  luxuries,  and  provide  themselves, 
from  their  own  domestic  resources,  more  of  the 
necessaries  of  life.  These  causes  would  tend, 
very  much,  to  diminish  the  importation  of  Brit- 
bh  manufactures. 

But,  it  has  been  said,  Great  Britain  will  adopt 
the  second  expedient,  which  I  have  stated,  by 
which  means  she  will  become  the  carrier  of  our 
raw  and  bulky  produce,  which  requires  much 
tonnage,  and  leave  to  the  American  shipping  the 
carrying  of  her  manufactures,  which  requires 
comparativelv  but  liHle.  Her  interest  is  equally 
opposed  to  the  adoption  of  this  system.  The 
American  produce  by  this  means  would,  after  at 
least  one  reshipment,  find  its^  way,  b^  a  circuit- 
ous voyage,  to  the  British  dominions  in  Europe. 
The  expense  and  uncertainty  of  such  a  trade 
must  greatly  lessen  the  price  to  the  grower,  and 
deprive  him  of  a  portion  of  the  means  to  pur- 
chase Englbh  goods.  The  freight  of  a  cargo  of 
British  manufactures  would  be  double  its  ordi- 
nary amount,  as  every  vessel  must  sail  from  this 
country  in  ballast,  and  consequently  the  price 
would  be  greatly  enhanced  to  the  consumer. 
This  agaii^  would  lessen  the  consumption,  as  it 
must  be  a  conceded  point,  that,  in  proportion  as 
any  article  increases  in  price,  in  the  same  propor- 
tion the  amount  of  consumption  decreases ;  those 
who  are  still  able  to  purchase  will  do  with  less, 
and  many  who  before  were  able  to  purchase  are 
disabled  by  the  increased  prices.  Discriminat- 
ing duties  on  our  domestic  produce,  in  the  ports 
of  Great  Britain,  would  have  precisely  a  sim- 
ilar effect  with  the  countervailing  principle  I 
have  just  considered.  They  must  either  fall  on 
the  British  manufacturer,  or  on  the  goods  he 
manufactures,  or  on  the  American  grower.  ^  I  am 
inclined  to  think  they  would,  in  the  first  instance, 
fall  on  the  latter,  until  he  would  be  induced,  for 
want  of  meeting  with  liberal  prices,  to  produce 
less  of  the  articles  of  which  Great  Britain  stands 
in  need,  or  manufacture,  out  of  his  own  materi- 
als, those  articles  in  his  own  familv,  which  he 
was  in  the  habit  of  purchasing.  This  would  dt- 
Dunish  the  competition  ia  the  English  markets, 
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the  eoosequenee of  which  mast  be  an  increaeeof 
the  prices  of  our  produce;  this  would  affect  the 
asMilkctarer,  by  dimiaishiDg  the  wages  of  his 
labor  or  eubaDce  the  price  of  goods.  In  any 
eteat,  bowerer,  the  British  manufacturer  and 
fBercbaot  must  be  Terj  much  affected,  either  di- 
rectly by  lessening  their  profits,  or  indirectly  by  di- 
minUhiog  the  consumption,  which  keeps  a  portion 
of  tbeir  capital  and  hands  unemployed,  and  ter- 
minates in  the  same  result.  Besides,  it  may  truly 
be  said,  that  all  these  dreaded  countervailing  re- 
strictioiM  would  operate  as  bounties  to  the  domes- 
tic manufactures  of  the  United  States. 

This  bill  has  been  attacked  as  a  measure  of 
sabmisaiion.  I  cannot  view  it  in  that  light.  If  it  is 
a  measure  of  submission,  you  long  since  submitted. 
It  is  enough,  to  say,  however,  that  it  does  not 
contain  a  stipulation  that  nothing  else  shall  be 
done;  we  are  not  yet  arrived  at  the  point  when 
stronger  measures  are  necessary.  The  President 
has  told  us  that  the  door  of  negotiation  is  still 
opes.  I  view  this  as  a  policy  to  regulate  our 
commeraeuniil  circumstances  shall  require  some* 
thing  further. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  bill  haa  been  sligma- 
tiaed  with  the  odium  of  the  embargo  and  non*ia- 
ttteourse.  It  does  not  posaess  a  single  feature  of 
either.  What  were  they  ?  They  were  restric- 
tkms  on  the  enterprise  and  industry  of  our  own 
citizens,  and  not  of  foreigners  alone,  and  on  that 
groand  they  were  objected  to;  but  there  is  no 
such  restriction  in  this  bill;  our  own  citizens  may 
direct  their  enterprise  to  every  quarter  of  the 
globe. 

But  that  part  of  the  bill  which  prevents  the  im- 
portation of  foreign  merchandise,  except  directly 
from  the  place  of  their  growth  or  manufacture, 
has  been  considered  asrescrictive  on  the  enterprise 
of  our  own  citizens.  Generally  speaking,  I  pre- 
sume every  merchant  consulting  his  own  interest, 
in  order  to  enable  himself  to  come  in  compe- 
tition with  others,  will  prefer  importing  his  mer- 
chandise directly  from  the  place  of  its  growth  or 
sanelacture.  It  will  moreover  be  observed,  that 
this  part  of  the  system  is  necessary,  to  give  effect 
to  other  parts ;  for  without  it,  there  would  have 
been  an  invitation  to  England  to  adopt  counter- 
aettag  restrictions^  It  is  merely  auxiliary  to  the 
provisions  contained  in  the  third  and  fourth  sec- 
tions of  the  btllj  and  although  in  a  few  instances 
it  may  be  iajunous,  yet  it  is  correspondent  to  the 
general  course  of  trade  and  the  interest  of  the 
merchant,  and  partial  and  minute  inconveniences 
aught  not  to  be  brought  in  opposition  toa  mea- 
lare  calculated  to  promote  the  fi^eneral  good.  It 
appears  therefore  to  me  that  this  bill,  which  leaves 
commerce  unrestricted,  so  far  as  the  interest  of 
ear  merchants  is  concerned,  which  prohibits  the 
participation  of  foreigners,  who  have  injured  and 
lotuUed  us,  and  which  their  interests  forbid  them 
to  countervail,  ought  to  pass. 

It  has  been  objected  to  this  bill  that  it  will  in- 
dace  Bnffland  to  perpetuate  her  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. If  this  conclusion  is  correct,  it  is  certainly  a 
very  atrone  argument  against  its  adoption,  pror 
tided  geotlemen  conid  prove  that  if  this  measure 


be  not  adopted,  she  will  rescind  them.  But  we 
have  positive  proof  to  the  contrary,  in  the  repeated 
declarations  of  that  Government.  You  have 
heard  it  very  recently  from  her  Representative, 
in  an  official  form,  that  the  object  of  the  Orders 
in  Council  must  be  effected  in  some  way,  either 
by  conventional  stipulations  or  by  their  own  op- 
eration. The  argument  then  is  reduced  to  this 
shape ;  without  this  bill  you  have  the  Orders  in 
Council  certainly,  with  it  you  canouly  have  them. 
This  I  consider  an  answer  to  the  only  objection 
urged  by  thehonorablcgentleman  from  Maryland 
(Mr.  Key,)  for  certainly  to  make  his  argument 
impressive  he  ought  to  have  shown  that  England 
without  this  bill  would  find  it  her  interest  or  pol- 
icy to  repeal  the  Orders  in  Council.  This  argu- 
ment therefore  has  no  effect  on  my  mind.  Indeed 
the  strongest  objection  that  I  have  heard  to  this 
bill  is,  the  possibility  of  Great  Britain  adopting 
countervailing  restrictions.  These  I  have  endea- 
vored to  show  it  will  not  be  her  policy,  because  it 
is  not  her  interest,  to  adopt.  *And  I  think  it  has 
been  clearly  demonstrated  by  the  honorable 
member  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Eet)  that  we  need 
to  be  under  no  apprehension  on  that  score. 

Under  every  view  of  the  subject,  it  appears  to 
me  that  this  rneasure  ought  to  be  adopted.  If 
measures  of  defence  shall  be  necessary,  Isball  unite 
in  them,  and  this  bill  will  not  prevent  their  adop- 
tion. Unless  you  intend  immediately  to  proceed 
to  war,  this  bill  will  not  interfere  with  anv  other 
measure.  For  my  own  part,  I  am  unwilling  at 
this  time  to  proceed  to  extremities ;  our  true  in- 
terest is  in  the  continuance  of  peace. 

Mr.  Sawyer  said  he  did  not  rise  at  this  time  lor 
the*purpose  of  detaining  the  House^  but  merely 
to  answer  one  or  two  interrogatories  that  had 
been  propounded  to  him  by  the  ^ntleman  from 
North  Carolina  (Mr.  Macon.)  That  gentleman 
has  repeated Iv  asked  how  this  bill  is  submission, 
more  than  tne  embargo  and  non-intercourse? 
The  answer  is  easily  made.  The  embargo  spoke 
to  this  effect :  Rather  than  submit  to  your  Orders 
in  Council,  we  will  abandon  the  ocean  entirely. 
You  shall  not  find  one  of  our  ships  as  a  subject 
on  which  to  gratifv  your  insatiable  thirst  for 
plunder.  What  did  the  non-intercourse  say  ?  We 
will  have  no  communication  with  a  Power  so  lost 
to  the  principle  of  honor  and  justice  as  you  are. 
We  will  abandon  your  ports,  and  you  shall  abstain 
from  ours,  as  long  as  your  obnoxious  edicts  con- 
tinue. But  what  does  this  bill  say  ?  We  take 
you  at  your  offer.  We  confess  we  were  wrong 
in  our  tormer  measures  against  you,  (for  if  we 
are  risht  now  we  were  wrong  then  ;)  we  will  ac- 
cept the  conditions  you  are  pleased  to  prescribe, 
that  we  shall  only  go  to  such  markets  as  you  allow^ 
and  notwithstanding  your  orders  are  still  in  force, 
we  will  renew  a  friendly  intercourse  with  you. 
We  don't  offer  to  resist,  we  don't,  even  protest 
against  your  unjust  pretensions;  but  we  throw 
open  the  whole  of  our  commerce,  without  the 
guarantee  of  a  single  gun,  to  the  full  application 
of  your  detested  principles.  We  will  torget  the 
past;  we  take  you  by  the  hand,  although  it  is 
still  reeking  with  the  blood  of  rierce  and  our 
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slaughtered  seamen,  and  although  every  other 
civilized  nation  shrinks  from  the  pollution  of  its 
touch.  We  feel  for  the  desperate  situation  to 
which  you  are  reduced  by  being  deprived  of  your 
European  markets;  and  although  you  have  added 
to  a  long  catalogue  of  injuries  and  insults  an  in- 
stance of  (he  blackest  treachery,  yet  we  will  open 
our  market  for  your  goods;  we  will  supply  you 
with  the  means  that  will  enable  you  to  continue 
still  longer  your  career  of  oppression  over  us.  I 
would  have  been  spared  the  odious  task  of  showing 
how  this  bill  is  submission,  wherein  it  is  different 
from  the  non-intercourse  and  embargo,  for  it  re- 
calls sensations  by  no  means  pleasant  to  me,  and 
if  the  gentleman  cannot  see — if  he  cannot  feel  the 
difference,  I  can  assure  him,  I  do  both,  but  too 
sensibly.  But  we  are  denounced  as  a  war  party. 
As  for  myself,  my  sentiments  are  well  known.  I 
was  never  afraid  to  avow  them  openly.  But  do 
not  accuse  us  of  a  disposition  for  war,  for  recom- 
mending such  measures  as  may  protect  our  prop- 
erty at  sea  from  iawless  plunder.  I  think  the 
charge  may  be  retorted  upon  those  that  are  em- 

Ehatically  styled  the  peace  party  among  us.  For, 
y  tamely  submitting  to  the  aggressions  of  Eng- 
land, we  encourage  ner  to.  carry  on  her  under- 
hand system  of  war  upon  us ;  whereas,  if  we  were 
to  come  to  a  stand  and  resolve  to  resist  every  future 
attempt,  she  would  cease  her  piratical  practices 
towards  us.  She  would  not  involve  herself  with 
the  only  Power  that  has  not  taken  side  against 
her.  She  would  respect  the  sacredness  of  a  ship 
of  war.  She  would  consider  all  vessels  sailiog 
under  the  lawful  protection  of  her  flag  as  hedged 
in  bv  a  kind  of  magic  wall,  which  she  could  not 
overleap  without  an  open  act  of  war,  and  it  is  not 
her  policy  to  commit  an  unequivocal  act  of  war. 
But,  to  afford  this  rational  protection  to  our  ves- 
sels, in  a  trade  acknowledged  on  all  sides  to  be 
legal,  is  war  I  Then,  I  suppose,  quietly  to  submit 
to  their  bein^  plundered  ,is  peace.  It  is  no  war 
in  them  to  seize  our  vessels  illegally,  but  it  is  war 
in  us  to  prevent  it  if  we  can  !  Did  ever  any  one 
hear  the  equal  to  that  1  But  the  people  are  able 
to  judffe  who  are  the  favorors  of  war  and  who 
the  real  friends  of  peace,  and  as  they  will  decide 
from  the  conduct  and  not  from  the  professions  of 
gentlemen,  I  am  willing  to  abide  their  decision. 
Mr.  Key  gave  reasons  why  he  should  vote  for 
.   the  bill. 

The  House  adjourned  without  putting  a  ques- 
tion OD  passing  it  to  a  third  reading. 

Wednesd^  January  24. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson, 

Ordered,  That  the  several  memorials  and  pe- 
titions of  the  officers  of  the  late  Revolutionary 
army,  presented  in  December,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  eight,  and  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  be  referred  to  Mr.  Nel- 
son, Mr.  Winn,  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  Desha,  and 
Mr.  HuFTY,  tb  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  seventeenth  instant,  presented  a  niU  for 


incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church 
of  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  au- 
thorizing the  fitting  out,  officering,  and  manning, 
the  frigates  belonging  to  the  United  Slates,  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  a  report, 
in  part,  of  the  Committee  of  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,  on  the  expediency- 
of  putting  into  actual  service  any  part  of  the 
naval  armament  not  now  employed. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

Tbbaburt  Dbpartxbkt,  Jan.  20,  1810. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  the  resolatioa 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  8th  instant,  to 
transmit  copies  of  the  only  general  instructions  to  the 
collectors  of  customs,  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  this 
Department,  relative  to  refusing  clearances  to  any  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  of  the  United  States.  By  the  first, 
bearing  date  April  8,  1797,  H  is  directed  **  that  the  sail- 
ing of  armed  vessels,  not  bona  fide  destined  to  the 
East  Indies,  be  restrained  until  otherwise  ordained  by 
Congress."  Although  no  instructions  of  a  prior  date 
to  that  effect  appear  to  have  been  given  by  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  it  is  understood  that  this  regulation 
only  confirmed  what  had  been  the  previous  general 
practice.  And  it  has  ever  since  been  considered  as 
being  in  force,  except  when  superseded  for  a  time  by 
the  temporary  instructions  of  the  2Ut  of  March,  1798, 
herewith  transmitted,  and  during  the  continuance  of 
the  acto  of  Congress  of  the  25th  of  June,  1798,  and  of 
the  3d  of  March,  1805  ;  the  first  of  which  expired  on 
the  3d  of  May,  1802,  and  the  last  on  the  21st  of  April, 
1806. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc., 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

AMERICAN  NAVIGATION  ACT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  concerniug  commercial  intercourse,  d&c. 

Mr.  Desha  said  it  was  with  extreme  reluctance 
that  he  attempted  to  address  this  House;  but, said 
he,  my  not  having  taken  up  very  much  of  the 
time  of  the  House  in  observations  heretofore 
must  plead  my  apology  for  the  time  that  will  be 
consumed  by  the  few  remarks  that  I  am  now 
about  to  make.  Considering  that  the  present 
time  will  be  marked  as  a  critical  juncture  in  the 
annals  of  America,  I  deem  it  particularly  incum- 
bent on  every  man,  who  has  any  pretensions  to 
friendship  for  the  American  Government  or  to 
civil  liberty,  not  to  hesitate  in  coming  forward 
and  throwing  jn  his  mite,  in  order  to  assist  in  ex- 
tricating his  country  from  the  evils  that  attend 
it,  or  to  ffuard  aeainst  the  perils  that  await  us. 

I  should  not  have  come  forward  at  this  time 
and  risked  my  opinions  had  it  not  been  for  the 
apparent  tardiness  of  qld.  experienced  members, 
m  whom  J  have  always  had  the  highest  confi- 
dence, and  whose  opinions  on  important  subjects 
have  always  had  due  weight  with  me.  I  had 
flattered  myself  that  they  would  have  taken  an 
early  opportunity  in  coming  forward  and  express- 
ing their  views  as  to  what  would  be  proper  to  be 
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adopted  at  this  eventful  crisis— a  time,  &ir,  wheo 
not  oolf  our  most  important  and  inherent  rights 
are  about  to  be  wrested  from  our  hands,  but  when 
the  very  existence  of  our  independence  is  endan- 
gered. I  have  been  disappointed,  and  as  this  is 
not  the  time  to  slumber  at  our  posts,  I  shall  be 
pardoned  for  offering  my  views. 

Sir,  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  a  lengthy  re- 
trospective view  of  the  wrongs  committed  on  our 
rights  by  the  two  principal  bellifferents;  they 
have  been  almost  numberless,  and  of  the  most 
glaring  kind.  France  has  trammelled  our  com- 
merce,  by  her  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  ae- 


outrages  on  our  rights;  but  I  differ  with  gentle 
men  in  supposing  that  if  we  are  forced  into  a 
war  with  England,  that  we  would  be  necessarily 
forced  into  the  arms  of  her  rival.    No,  sir,  if  that 
should  be  the  result,  (which  I  think  from  present 
appearances  more  than  probable,)  I  should  be  for 
keeping  up  our  restrictions,  and  having  no  con- 
nexion with  her  until  ample  reparation  was  made 
for  the  damage  she  has  done  us.    But,  sir,  from 
oar  situation,  and  the  convulsed  state  of  the  Eu- 
ropean world,  I  think  we  have  nothing  to  fear 
from  her  like  subjugation.    I  say,  sir,  the  enor- 
mities committed  by  France  and  England  on 
American  rights  have  been  considerable ;  and  I 
appeal  to  gentlemen's  candor  to  say  whether  this 
measure  now  under  consideration  is  the  one  cal- 
culated to  meet  the  emergency.    Is  there  any  ap- 
pearance of  resistance  in  it  'i    Is  it  calculated  to 
coerce  our  enemies  into  a  sense  of  justice,  and 
brin^  about  restitution  of  damages?  Is  it  not  sub- 
mission? In  mv  estimation  it  is  tantamount;  im- 
becility is  marked  on  its  face.    Has  not  one  of 
the  most  prominent  characters  of  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  and  who 
appears  to  be  a  warm  advocate  fur  its  adoption, 
openly  acknowledged  it  to  be  submission  in  this 
House,  but  qualified  it  by  saying,  that  it  was  a 
profitable  subject,  as  it  would  bring  money  into 
our  Treasury?    Sir,  is  this  House  (after  tne  re- 
peated declarations,  by  a  very  large  majority,  on 
a  former  occasion,  that  there  were  but  three  al- 
ternatives, embargo,  war,  or  submission)  prepared 
to  adopt  this  measure,  when  one  of  the  principal 
fiibricators  of  the  bill  openly  acknowledges  it  to 
be  submission.    Now,  sir.  can  gentlemen  of  this 
House  reconcile  submission  to  their  feelings.   If 
they  can,  the  freemen  of  America  will  not. 

Sir,  France  has  injured  us  much, and  I  believe 
nearly  all  she  had  in  her  power  \  but  it  is  as  a 
mite  to  a  mountain,  compared  to  the  injuries  we 
have  received  from  Britain,  our  inveterate,  rapa- 
cious, and  relentless  enemy.  The  aggressions 
committed  on  our  rights  by  her  ever  since  about 
the  year  1793,  have  been  numberless,  and,  as  to 
point  of  turpitude,  without  a  parallel,  even  in  the 
times  of  barbarism — the  spoliations  committed 
on  our  neutral  commerce,  the  murder  of  Pierce, 
the  sham  trial  of  Whitby  the  murderer,  and  the 
impressment  of  our  seamen,  have  become  old  sub- 
jects, and  mig^t  be  deemed  useless  to  recapitulate. 
Those  enormities  would,  in  all  probability,  have 
been  gotten  over  by  barely  remonstrating,  had  it 


not  been  f<^r  the  commission  of  still  greater  enor- 
mities, occasioned  by  our  passive  disposition;  for, 
it  is  with  Groveroments  as  it  is  with  individuals; 
if  a  spirit  of  resentment  is  not  manifested  for  in- 
juries, they  will  press  forward.  The  persisting 
in  the  principle  of  impressment,  and  the  alarm- 
ing increase  of  that  execrable  practice,  by  which 
thousands  of  our  countrymen,  real  born  Ameri- 
cans, have  been  forced  into  their  service,  at  the 
point  of  the  bayonet,  compelled  to  assist  in  fight- 
ing for  the  support  of  principles  repugnant  to  the 
feelings  of  freemen,  and  in  case  of  a  show  of  un- 
willingness to  obey,  were  liable  to  the  lash,  or  to 


qoestered  our  property.  She  has  committed  many  ^be  buffeted   and  Kicked  by   every   petty  naval 

-•  L-      i^  _-  »  j«. .1         ,.       officer: — Yet,  sir,  this  outrage  upon  right,  upon 

humanity,  we  have  borne,  I  won't  say  with 
christian  fortitude,  but  rather  with  stoic  philosophy. 
Yet,  sir,  this  conduct  of  the  common  enemy,  so 
far  from  being  reprehensible  in  the  eyes  of  some 
among  us,  has  been  measurably  justified  as  being 
considered  necessary  for  the  support  of  the  Brit- 
ish navy,  the  rampiart  that  stands  between  the 
tyrant  Napoleon  and  universal  empire;  conse- 
quently calculated  to  prevent  the  subjugation  of 
the  United  States.  Anti-American  doctrine,  sir  I 
Well,  sir,  if  the  impressment  and  incarceration  of 
our  countrymen  were  not  objects  worthy  of  no- 
tice in  any  other,  way  than  by  remonstrance,  if 
we  could  tamely  look  on  and  see  our  fellow  men 
inhumanly  wrested  from  their  country,  their  fami- 
lies, and  dearest  connexions,  could  we  reasonably 
calculate  upon  anything  else  but  additional  en- 
croachments; could  we  reasonably  suppose  they 
would  stop  here?  No,  sir,  we  ought  not  to  have 
been  so  credulous.  No,  sir;  that  Government, 
that  in  all  cases  substitutes  power  in  place  of 
right,  has  never  pardoned  our  independence,  and 
are  determined  by  their  insidious  machinations 
and  monopolizing  spirit,  to  subdue  the  national 
pride,  the  pride  of  freemen,  that  characterized 
our  ancestors.  Yes,  sir,  they  are  determined  to 
obtain,  by  their  insidious  arts,  what  they  were 
not  able  to  retain  by  arms.  Well,  sir,  what 
comes  next  upon  the  list  of  atrocities  ?  Human 
butchery.  They  were  not  satisfied  with  the  mur- 
derous transaction,  the  case  of  Pierce,  as  they  dis- 
covered that  (notwithstanding  we  were  bowed 
down  by  oppression)  we  could  still  bear  more ; 
but  our  innocent  and  unsuspecting  countrymen 
on  board  the  Chesapeake,  must  be  the  next  vic- 
tims marked  out  to  exercise  their  cruelties  on, 


where  several  were  wantonly  murdered,  some 
wounded,  and  others  impressed;  one  of  whom 
was  afterwards  wantonly,  inhumanly,  and  in 
cold  blood,  put  to  death,  to  fill  up  their  measure 
of  guilt.  A  universal  burst  of  indignation  mani- 
fested itself  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the 
other,  Briiis^h  partizans,  tories,  and  refugees,  ex- 
cepted; some  of  whom  had  the  hardihood  to 
go  all  lengths  in  justification  of  this  atrocious  mas- 
sacre. A  spark  of  the  fire  of  '76  was  lighted  up, 
but  soon  died  away ;  demands  of  reparation  proved 
fruitless.  The  outrage  has  never  been  atoned  for, 
but, on  the  (Contrary,  the  offers  made  as  reparation 
for  the  hostile  act  nave  only  been  adding  insult  to 
injury. 
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This  nefarioas  atrocity,  the    attack   on   the 
Chesapeake,  and  the  memorable  Orders  io  Coud- 
cil  laying  the  transit  duty,  or  more  properly 
speaking,  making  us  tributary  to  them,  which,  if 
not  officially  known,  was  anticipated  through  the 
medium  of  the  public  prints,  produced  the  em- 
bargo, of  famous  memory,  as  the  gentleman  from 
New  Tofk  (Mr.  Qardeitier)  ironically  speaks 
of  it — a  measure  of  all  others  the  best  calculated 
to  suit  our  peaceful  purposes,  to  coerce  our  ene- 
mies into  a  sense  of  justice,  and  bring  about  resti- 
tution for,  damages;  but  in  consequence  of  the 
hue  and  cry  raised  against  it  from  one  end  of  the 
Continent  to  the  other,  by  the  opposition  to  Ad- 
ministration, perhaps  instigated  in  many  instances 
by  British  emissaries,  which  occasioned  the  many 
wanton  violations  of  the  law,  and  which  caused 
the  Eastern  friends  to  Administration  to  take  the 
alarm,  and  quiver  like  a  reed  in  the  wind,  and 
determine  upon  ito  removal,  substitute  or  no  sub- 
stitute, I  believe  the  consequence  was,  that  the 
friends  to  the  embargo-- those  that  were  not  only 
willing  but  anxious  for  its  continuance  a  while 
longer,  and  to  adopt  the  necessary  regulations  for 
its  enrorcement,  believing  that  if  a  fair  experi- 
ment could  be  made  that  it  would  unquestionably 
produce  the  desired  effect — when  they  discovered 
that  if  those  that  took  the  alarm  were  added  to  the 
Federal  party  in  the  House,  they  formed  a  ma- 
jority^ it  was  deemed  advisable  to  form  a  com- 
promise, that  if  they  could  not  retain  what  was 
essentially  right,  to  take  the  best  they  could  get, 
rather  than  implicitly  submit  to  the  iniquitous 
and  destructive  measures  of  our  enemies — the 
non-intercourse  was  then  substituted.    This,  sir, 
if  not  efficient  as  a  coercive  measure,  inconse- 
quence of  the  partial  manner  in  which  it  has 
been  enfbrced  resulting  from  the  clauses  being 
repealed  (after  Erskine's  arrangement)  calculated 
to  carry  it  into  effect,  and  the  consequent  viola- 
tions of  it  by  mercantile  cupidity,  was  at  least  a 
resistance  to  oppression ;  and  held  out  an  idea  to 
the  world  that  we  were  determined  to  adhere  to 
the  declarations  we  had  so  repeatedly  made,  that 
We  would  not  submit.    If  this  measure  had  been 
properly  enforced,  it  would  have  come  up  to  the 
expectations  of  its  most  sanguine  friends.    This 
system  was  laid  aside  in  consequence  of  the  ar- 
rangement entered  into  by  the  British  Grovem- 
ment,  through  their  Minister,  Mr.  Erskine.  with 
the  American  Crovernment,  for  an  amicable  ad- 
justment of  difft^rences,  with  offers  of  reparation 
for  damages.    How  lovely  to  the  ears  oi  Ameri- 
cans sounded  the  news !    It  appeared  like  a  kind  of 
political  jubilee.    In  their  estimation  the  time  was 
not  far  distant  when  commerce  would  flow  un- 
shackled ;  when  every  man  might  in  safety  sit 
under  his  own  vine  and  his  own  fig  tree.    But 
mark  the  perfidv  of  that  corrupt  Government! 
After  they  had  obtained  a  sufficiency  of  the  Ameri- 
can productions  which  they  so  much  stood  in 
need  of^  they  declared  the  arratigement entered  into 
by  their  Minister,  to  be  unauthorized  ! 

Mr.  Speaker,  is  there  a  crime  which  can  be  perpe- 
trated for  which  ready  precedents  cannot  be  found 
in  the  conduct  of  that  perfidious  Qovernment  to- 


wards America  ?  Shr,  the  fkithlecv  conduct  of  this 
rapacious  and  tyrannical  Power  caused  the  non-in* 
tercoorse  to  be  reinstated ;  but  thissystem  appears 
now  to  be  abandoned  by  its  friends,  without  even 
having  given  it  an  experiment,  inasmuch  as  the 
sections  of  the  law  calculated  to  enforce  it  were 
repealed  at  the  Summer  session.  When  it  was 
adopted,  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  very  large  ma- 
jority of  this  House  that  it  was  an  efficient  co- 
ercive measure;  it  was  then  calculated  to  answer 
every  purpose,  to  coerce  our  enemies  into  a  sense 
of  justice,  to  bring  about  reparation  for  damages, 
and  to  place  commerce  on  an  equitable  footings. 
It  is  now  given  up  by  its  friends,  without  ever 
having  given  it  a  fair  experiment,  which  proves 
to  my  mind  a  wayward  disposition,  a  want  of 
firmness  in  the  majority.  Sir,  you  sujjer  your^ 
self  to  be  driven  from  place  to  place,  to  ne  bandied 
about  by  the  Federal  phalanx,  that  for  many 
years  have  been  placed  in  hostile  array  against 
the  Administration.  Yes,  sir,  they  drove  you 
from  the  embargo ;  they  are  now  about  to  drive 
yon  from  the  non-intercourse;  and,  sir,  they  will 
next  drit^you  from  your  seats,  unless  you  act 
with  mor/flrmness  and  energy.  Adhere  to  your 
non-intercourse ;  the  power  that  enacted  it  un* 
questionably  has  the  power  to  amend  it.  I  am 
satisfied  that,  if  the  proper  steps  were  taken,  it 
might  be  made  measurably  efficient  as  a  coer- 
cive system,  ctinsequently  a  saviour  of  national 
honor. 

Next  comes  on  the  carpet  the  famous  Mr. 
Jackson-^selected,  I  presume,  in  consequence  of 
his  eminent  services  at  Copenhagen.  Both  the 
selection  and  his  subsequent  conduct  add  insult 
to  injury.  And,  sir,  I  regret  to  have  seen  that 
he  had  apologists  on  this  floor;  I  regret  to  have 
seen  men,  that  call  themselves  Americans,  stand 
up  in  the  face  of  the  nation  and  justify  the  in- 
decorous and  impertinent  conduct  of  this  Copen- 
hagen champion.  Sir,  had  those  gentlemen  ex- 
erted their  ingenuity  to  s*o  great  an  extent  in  de- 
fence of  their  country's  rights,  in  justification  of 
the  open,  manly,  and  spirited  conduct  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive, as  they  did  bv  their  sophistical,  fine-spun 
arguments  and  special  pleadings,  in  order  to  screen 
this  legalized  spy  from  censure,  and  to  exculpate 
the  British  from  the  charge  of  perfidv  so  justly 
attached  to  the  disavowalof  Brskinrs  arrange- 
ment, they  would  have  deserved  well  of  their 
country;  they  would  have  received  the  universal 
plaudits  of  all  (rue  Americans.  The  crv  would 
nave  been,  Well  done,  thou  good  and  faitnful  ser- 
vant! But,  sir,  they  have  drawn  the  line,  and' 
he  that  is  not  for  me  is  against  me.  I  should  not 
be  surprised  if  they  were  to  meet  the  indignant 
and  universal  frowns  of  all  true  Americans. 

Well,  sir,  what  have  we  obtained  through  all 
this  scuffle?  Nothing  but  losses,  crosses,  disap- 
pointments, and  insults,  have  been  the  result ;  yet, 
as:reeably  to  the  doctrine  of  some  gentlemen,  we 
have  no  cause  for  war ;  and  I  am  not  certain,  if  I 
might  judge  from  what  I  have  seen  and  heard, 
that  that  nation  could  commit  an  act,  be  it  ever 
so  oppressive  and  glaringly  reprehensible,  that 
wouicf  be  deemed  a  cause  of  war  by  some  gen- 
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tlemeD.  It  has  been  repeatedly  «aid  on  this  floor 
that  the  embargo,  this  political  hobby-horse  that 
the  Federal  party  expected  to  ride  to  power,  has 
brought  ruin  on  the  country;  that  it  has  been  as 
destraciiveas  the  devastation  of  war.  I  acknowl- 
edge that  it  has  been  sensibly  felt  in  many  parts 
of  the  continent,  but  it  was  principally  among 
the  farmers  and  mechanics;  yet  they  bore  the 
priTations  consequent  on  our  situation  with  taanly 
cheerfulness.  The  losses  that  happened  among 
the  agriculturists  have  been  almost  incalculable; 
yet  they  bore  it  with  fortitude  rather  than  truckle 
to  those  lawless  depredators.  3ut,  sir,  I  am 
afraid  this  is  an  inauspicious  time.  I  am  afraid 
ve  are  about  to  ^ive  up  by  a  false  step  that 
national  respectability,  and  with  it  libertr  and 
independence.  For,  sir,  if  you  wonH  oefend 
yoor  rights,  b«t  will  surrender  them  at  pleasure, 
your  independence  is  not  worth  a  straw.  Tes, 
sir.  I  am  afraid  we  are  about  to  abandon  nation- 
al nonor — pusillanimonsly  to  give  up  important 
rights,  which  were  obtained  by  the  blood  and 
iieroic  exertions  of  our  ancestors,  and  handed  down 
to  us  in  their  purity,  and  which  it  is  a  duty  incum- 
bent on  us  to  transmit  to  posterity  unsullied;  or 
why  that  apathy  in  not  resenting,  with  beooming 
dignity^  injury  and  insult,  and  apply  the  proper 
eorrecuve  enereetically  7  Sir,  I  beg^ntlemen 
to  pause,  to  look  well  before  them,  as  one  false 
step  mi^ht  sink  them  into  the  ditch  of  degtada- 
tion,  might  lea^e  a  stain  on  your  national  ehar- 
acter  that  time  would  not  obliterate — for,  the 
moment  that  you  retrograde  or  abandon  the  stand 
Goveranaent  has  taken^  that  moment  you  shake 
hands  with  infamy — crime  will  become  familiar. 
Oorernment  ought  to  deliberate  BMturely  be- 
fore they  take  a  stand;  but  when  that  stand  is 
uken,  it  ought  never  to  be  abandoned  while  they 
have  the  power  of  resistance.  We  have  the 
power,  we  have  the  resources.  And,  sir,  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  saying  that  our  countrymen  pos- 
sess the  valorj  then  why  not  prepare  to  exercise 
it  in  defence  of  our  iniiereat  righu  ?  Why  suffer 
some  of  the  important  appendages  ^nd  immuoi-i 
ties  attached  to  Government  to  be  wrested  from 
oar  bands  with  impunity  ?  Will  not  pusillanka- 
ity  atuch  itself  to  this  kiad  of  conduct  ?  Believ- 
ing, as  I  do,  sir,  that  we  have  nothing  to  expect 
from  a  Govecnment  that  is  ever  prepared  to  flstt-j 
ter,  and  ever  prepared  to  defraud,  and  when 
ready  precedents  may  be  found  to  sanction  the 
most  glaring  enormities,  I  deem  it  advisabler-^es, 
sif^  essential— to  prepare  for  the  worst;  ibn  in  my 
mind,  it  is  almost  inevitable  that  onr  dimculties! 
will  eventuate  in  war,  unless  we  are  determined 
on  submission;  and  to  say  the  best  of  the  bill 
under  consideration,  it  is  backing  out,  tantamount , 
to  submission.  Sir,  we  have  been  struggling  for 
a  series  ofyears  against  oppression,  as  cruel  as 
absurd.  We  have  seen  that  it  was  not  in  the 
fortuitous  accidents  of  the  times  that  our  troubles 
had  their  origin,  but  in  a  systematic  hostility 
manifested  ever  since  America  obtained  her  inde- 
pendence. Sir,  perilous  timesj  like  the  present, 
is  not  the  time  for  Americans  to  be  backward  in 
speaking  th^ir  sentiments  j  it  is  not  only  the  time 


to  speak  out,  but  to  act  with  energy  and  decision, 
unless  we  are  determined  to  barter  our  national 
character  for  a  poor,  shackled  commerce,  or  in 
other  words,  for  pecuniary  interest,  brought  about 
by  mercantile  cupidity.  In  a  word,  we  must  lay 
aside  our  temporizing  and  prepare  for  war.  I 
repeat  it,  sir,  you  must  prepare  for  war,  if  you 
expect  peace  or  justice.  Immediate  war  is  not 
my  meaning;  my  meaning  is,  sir,  that  we  should 
make  the  necessary  preparations  to  meet  the 
event,  believing  that  our  difierences  most  inevit* 
ably  eventuate  in  a  struggle.  And,  sir,  when  I 
speak  of  preparatory  measures,  a  large  regular 
army.or  an  expensive  navy  is  no  part  of  my  mean- 
ing. We  may  with  safety  confiae  the  honor  and 
welfare  of  the  nation  to  the  national  militia  or 
volunteers,  and  in  case  it  should  be  found  i>ecei9- 
sary  to  oust  our  common  enemy  from  their  North 
American  pasiessioBs,  the  latter  will  be  all-snffi- 
cient,  and  nnally  will  he  the  means  of  conducting 
valor  to  victory.  And,  sir,  in  an  army  of  this 
caste,  composed  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country, 
no  danger  is  to  be  apprehended  from  the  machi- 
nations and  intrigues  of  designing  demagogues ; 
love  of  country  can  never  be  eradicated  from 
their  hearts. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  venture  to  pronounce  that  vour 
embargoes,  non^inlercourse,  or  commercial  re- 
strictions, that  are  now  under  consideration, 
(which,  instead  of  resistance  to  oppression,  have 
not  only  humility  but  imbecility  depicted  in  their 
countenance.)  or  any  countervailing  decrees  that 
you  may  adopt,  will  prove  measurably  inefficient 
as  a  coercive  system.  While  the  British  have 
possessions  contiguous  to  the  United  States,  it 
will  be  difficult  to  enforce  them;  they  will  be 
unavailing.  The  quack  may  talk  of  a  cure,  but 
the  disease  will  continue  to  burn  Like  a  covered 
fever  until  the  cause  i^  removed.  I  repeat  it,  sir, 
your  countervailing  regulations  will  be  uo^vail- 
mg  while  the  British  have  Canada  or  a  Nova 
S^tia  on  the  Continent  Of  America.  You  must 
remove  the  cause  if  you  expect  to  perform  a 
cute.  Then  why  hesitate  ?  Why  not  make  pre- 
parations to  meet  the  event  that  in  all  probability 
must  happen,  and  I  am  afraid  at  ho  very  distaQt 
period  ?  And^  sir,  independent  of  these  oonsidet- 
ationSj  they  will  always  have  it  in  their  power  to 
keep  i:^p  party  strife  in  the  country,  by  blowing 
the  flames  of  disaflectioo.  Whereas,  on  the  cob- 
ti;firy,  if  you  determine  on  this  point,  their  emis- 
saries^ that  it  is  presuoiable  are  placed  in  all  the 
princrpal seaport  towns,  for  the  purpose  of  foment- 
ing division,  and  diflu&ing  their  baneful  princi- 
ples, will,  in  case  of  a  struggle.  End  their  situation 
extremely  uncomfortable,  and  will  retire  with 
their  Pandora's  box-^their  echoes  that  they  leavte 
behind  will  become  cautious — they  will  find  it 
their  interest,  instead  of  reviling  Government,  to 
either  join  the  national  standard  or  to  be  neutral, 
lest  saaguinary  vengeance  should  be  the  result. 
Then,  sur,  whV  hesitate  in  striking  at  the  root 
of  the  evil  7  Why  not  take  preparatory  steps,  in 
order  that  the  measures  may  be  commensutate  to 
the  end  ?  It  is  not,  sir.  because  I  think  we  wabX 
territory,  that  I  would  recommend  prepatatocy 
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measures  to  meet  this  event;  no,  sir,  we  have  a 
sufficiency  of  territory  ;  but  it  is  because  I  think 
we  need  not  calculate  on  a  redress  of  grievances 
without  the  adoption  of  it,  or  something  calcula- 
ted to  operate  on  the  fears  or  interest  of  our  ene- 
mies, for  certainly  we  have  seen  enough  to  con- 
vince us  that  we  have  nothing  to  expect  from 
their  justice. 

I  will  be  told,  no  doubt,  that  the  taking  of  Ca- 
nada will  bean  arduous  undertaking;  that  it  will 
be  attended  with  the  loss  of  blood  and  treasure. 
Sir,  I  acknowledge  that  it  will  be  attended  with, 
perhaps,  both  the  loss  of  blood  and  treasure,  and 
there  is  no  man  that  would  be  more  cautious  of 
the  blood  of  his  fellow-men,  or  the  expenditure 
of  treasure,  than  I  would  be ;  but,  believing  as  I 
do,  that  there  are  no  means  which  we  have  in 
our  power  to  adopt,  so  likely  to  insure  success  in 
bringing  about  reparation  for  damages,  and  pla- 
cing commerce  on  reciprocal  footing,  as  much  as 
I  regret  the  necessity  of  being  forced  into  this 
alternative,  I  will  encounter  it ;  I  will  make  pre- 
parations to  meet  the  event,  believing  that,  or 
^  submission,  to  be  inevitable.  Sir,  my  voice  has 
heretofore  been  against  war,  I  was  for  making  it 
the  last  alternative,  so  as  to  preserve  national 
honor.  But,  sir,  when  that  is  to  be  the  sacrifice, 
I  will  say,  war.  And  sir,  I  am  satisfied  there  is 
patriotism  enough  in  the  country  to  meet  danger 
in  the  most  frightful  shape,  rather  than  truckle  to 
any  tyrant,  and  particularly  our  deadly  foe — the 
opinion  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Shepfey)  to  thecontrary  not  withstanding,  who 
insinuates  that  they  would  not  support  you  in 
war,  if  you  touch  their  pockets;  at  least,  I  can, 
without  hesitation,  vouch  for  those  that  J  have 
the  honor  to  represent,  they  possess  patriotism, 
and  are  ready  to  encounter  any  difficulties  rather 
than  the  honor  of  the  nation  should  be  compro- 
mitted.  And,  sir,  it  is  not  of  the  fair-weather 
kind  of  patriotism,  it  is  of  a  kind  calculated  to 
stand  the  most  stormy  seasons.  And.  sir,  I  believe 
1  speak  the  sentiment  of  Kentuckians  generally. 
1  trust  in  God,  that,  if  we  should  betray  the  trust 
reposed  in  us  by  not  taking  the  necessary  step  to 
vindicate  our'  honor,  and  to  prevent  important 
appendages  necessarily  attached  to  Government 
from  being  wrested  from  our  hands,  that  the  peo- 
ple, in  whom  the  power  rests,  will  apply  the 
proper  corrective.  Sir.  the  eyes  of  the  nation  are 
upon  us;  they  expect  something  from  us;  our 
conduct  will  be  particularly  scrutinized;  and, 
should  we  act  so  unworthily  as  to  suffer  our 
rights  and  national  character  to  be  prostrated,  we 
may  expect  to  be  hurled  from  our  seats  with  ig- 
nominy, and  have  to  encounter  the  indignant 
frown  of  an  enraged  people.  As  to  the  expendi- 
ture of  treasure,  that  seems  to  create  so  much 
alarm  in  the  minds  of  some  gentlemen,  when  it 
comes  in  competition  with  the  national  respecta- 
bility, or  the  good  of  the  community  at  large,  it 
ought  to  be  placed  in  the  back  ground,  to  be 
deemed  but  of  secondary  consideration.  We 
never  can  be  at  a  loss  for  resources  while  love  of 
country  prevails— all  deficiency  will  be  made  up 
without  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  internal 


taxes,  as  some  contemplate.  The  ousting  of  ty- 
ranny from  the  North  will  be  productive  of  good 
in  another  way.  Immense  sums  have  been  ex- 
pended; yes,  I  may  say  millions,  in  fortifications, 
10  our  ports  ilnd  harbors,  for  the  defence  of  our 
seaport  towns,  and  millions  more,  no  doubt,  will 
be  expended  in  the  same  way,  if  we  persist  in  our 
present  policy.  Whereas,  if  you  deprive  your 
enemies  of  a  safe  port  or  harbor  on  this  continent, 
it  will  be  next  to  impossible  to  suppose  that  they 
can  take' a  voyage  of  three  or  four  thousand  miles, 
and  hover  on  our  coasts,  in  order  to  bombard  our 
towns,  without  having  some  place  to  refit  in  be- 
fore tney  return.  I  shall  be  told  that  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  connect  those  people  with  the  United 
States;  that  it  will  have  a  tendency  to  distract 
our  national  councils.  Sir,  I  wish  not  to  try  the 
experiment,  if  it  can  be  avoided ;  I  wish  to  make 
it  the  last  resort ;  but,  admitting  we  are  necessa- 
rily forced  into  this  measure,  I  should  not  appre- 
hend any  material  injury  could  result  from  it. 
Those  people  are,  like  all  other  mankind,  fond  of 
civil  liberty;  and,  I  presume,  they  are  not  in  a' 
state  of  barbarism,  perhaps  not  more  so,  than  the 
Americans  were  at  the  commencement  of  the 
Revolutionary  struggle,  or  when  we  got  clear  of 
the  shackles  of  despotism.  Sir,  I  make  no  doubt, 
if  you,  by  proclamation,  declare  your  intention 
is  to  give  them  civil  liberty,  to  emancipate  them 
from  their  chains,  and  to  suffer  them  to  partici- 
pate in  Government,  but  they  will  rally  round 
your  standard  by  thousands,  that  the  country  will 
be  nearly  self-conquered.  And,  sir,  the  same  ob- 
jection would  have  applied  with  equal  force  to 
the  Louisianians,  at  the  time  of  the  acquisition  of 
that  country,  for  it  is  presumable  that  those  raised 
under  Brititih  despotism  are  as  enlightened,  and, 
perhaps,  as  capable  of  enjoying  civil  liberty,  as 
those  raised  under  Spanish  despotism ;  and.  sir, 
the  objection  might  be  obviated  by  suffering  tnem 
to  remain  for  some  time  as  territorial  govern- 
ments, and  the  adoption  of  mild  and  lenient  laws, 
for  their  government,  calculated  to  endear  them  to 
your  policy. 

Mr.  Speaker,  as  to  the  first  two  sections  of  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  that  go  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  foreign  armed  vessels  from  our  waters. 
I  am  an  advocate  for,  and  were  they  not  couplea 
with  such  exceptionable  matter,  I  should,  with 
cheerfulness,  give  them  my  support ;  for  I  hold  it 
as  correct  doctrine,  that  foreign  armed  vessels 
ought  never  to  be  admitted  into  our  waters,  on- 
less  we  had  a  navy  able  to  cope  with  them.  But 
enough  has  been  said  on  that  head.  A  reference 
to  the  Journals  of  the  Summer  session  will  show 
that  I  stood  in  the  minority  of  fifteen  to  one  hun- 
dred against  the  admission  of  armed  vessels  into 
our  waters.  The  balance  of  the  bill,  the  eleventh 
section  excepted,  goes  to  the  depriving  our  ene- 
mies of  a  part  of  the  carrying  trade.  Now,  sir,  how 
will  this  operate,  if  they  choose  to  countervail? 
They  can  make  Halifax  the  port  that  you  are  to 
carry  the  American  productions  to,  and  make 
it  the  place  of  exchange ;  which  you  will  agree 
to,  if  I  might  judge  from  the  course  you  are  now 
pursuing,  where  yoa  will  receive  t^eir  mannfac- 
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(ares,  and  they  your  productions;  then  you  will 
bare  ooly  the  carrying  to  Halifax,  and  they  will 
hare  it   from  thence.    And,  sir,  with  their  as- 
cendency at  sea,  they  have  the  power  to  enforce 
it;  and,  sii-,  what  then  will  become  of  your  car- 
rying trade,  for  which  you  are  now  making  so 
great  a  sacrifice  ?   But,  sir.  take  it  for  granted,  us 
some  suppose,  that  they  will  not  countervail — are 
not  gentlemen  apprized,  that  not  more  than  about 
ooe-nftieth  part  of  the  tonnage  is  carried  in  Brit- 
ish bottoms?    Do  not  gentlemen  know  that  the 
British  mercbaikts  are  a  cool,  calculating  people, 
much  atuched  to  interest,  and  that  nearly  all  the 
exports  from  Britain  to  America  are  shipped  in 
American  bottoms,  owing  to  the  difference  in  du- 
ties?   Now,  sir,  I  appeal  to  gentlemen's  candor, 
to  say  if  they  really  think,  that  to  obtain  the  car- 
rying of  about  one-fiftieth  part  of  the  tonnage  is 
worth  making  st)ch  a  sacrifice  for — the  repealing 
of  the  Don-intercourse,  the  ooly  thing  that  stands 
between  America  and  disgrace — national  degra- 
dation.   This  measure  might  perhaps  do  for  a 
permanent  arrangement,  or,  at  least  a  part  of  it; 
but  not  as  a  measure  of  resistance — the  eleventh 
section  repeals  the  non-intercourse.    Sir,  if  you 
are  determined  not  to  advance,  in  the  name  of 
God,  keep  your  ground.    Do  not,  by  an  incau- 
tious step,  suffer  vour  national  character  to  dwin- 
dle into  insignincance.    Suffer  your  non-inter- 
eovrse  to  continue ;  if  it  is  defective,  amend  it;  you 
have  the  power.    Stop  the  boles  in  it,  and  pre- 
Tent  the  mercantile  eels  from  slipping  through. 
If  tbb  cannot  be  done  by  paper  regulation,  turn 
the  energies  of  Government  towards  enforcing  it. 
Do  not  suffer  your  inherent  rights  to  be  wrested 
from  your  bands  with  impunity,  and  your  nation- 
al honor  to  be  prostrated  at  the  feet  of  intrigue 
and  rapacity.    Sir,  let  it  be  remembered  that  I 
am  in  favor  of  adhering,  systematically,  to  the 
non-intercourse,  at  least  lor  some  time,  and  rigid- 
ly enforcing  it,  with  confidence,  although  it  may 
in  some  instances  be  violated,  that  it  will  produce 
the  desired  effect.    But,  in  case  it  must  fall  by 
the  voice  of  a  majority  of  this  House,  my  view  is, 
that  an  embargo  be  laid  for  sixty  days  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States.    Some  gentlemen,  over  the  way,  seem  to 
raise  their  heads  at  the  name  of  embargo,  I  sup- 
pose they  will  consider  it  a  crime  equal  to  sacri*- 
lege.    But,  sir,  what  my  duty  impels  me  to,  I 
trust  I  never  shall  shrink  from.    This  measure  I 
deem  necessary,  as  a  precautionary  one,  to  call 
in  our  floating  property ;  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  l^  requested,  for  J  presume,  if 
we  are  not  the  treaty-making  power,  we  have  the 
right  to  request,  to  send  despatches  to  our  Minis- 
ters  in  France  and  England,  with  the  ultimatum 
to  be  laid  before  the  British  and  French  Govern- 
ments, peremptorily  demanding  a  redress  of  fjriev- 
ances,  and  in  case  of  a  refusal,  that  our  Ministers 
be  recalled;  that  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized  to  accept,  for  one  year,  the 
service  of  forty  thousand  volunteers,  and  in  order 
to  facilitate  the  procuring  the  men,  that  they  be 
allowed  a  small  bounty  in  land  or  money,  in  case 
of  actual  service;  and,  in  case  our  last  demands 


should  not  be  acceded  to  by  a  revocation  of  their 
orders  and  decrees,  as  far  as  respects  American 
commerce,  the  restoration  of  American  seamen, 
and  reparation  for  the  outrage  on  the  Chesapeake, 
dbc.,  that  measures  should  be  tak^n  for  ousting 
the  British  from  their  North  American  colonies, 
and  tha^  general  letters  of  marque  and  reprisals 
should  be  granted  against  both  France  and  Eng- 
land ;  for,  sir,  I  consider  that  the  time  is  fast  ap- 
proaching, and  I  fear,  at  no  distant  period,  when 
we  will  have  to  choose  between  war  or  submis- 
sion. And.  as  the  American  freemen  are  not 
prepared  for  a  state  of  vassalage,  the  latter  will 
be  spurned  at.  Therefore,  ere  long,  you  will  have 
to  lay  aside  your  paper  war,  your  war  in  words, 
and  adopt  something  more  substantial  in  lieu  of 
it ;  in  short,  you  will  have  to  lay  aside  your  tem- 
porizing and  take  to  fighting,  or  become  a  de- 
graded people. 

Mr.  Speaker,  I  confess  that  I  should  have  been 
at  a  loss  to  know  how  to  reconcile  the  observar 
tions  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  Macon,)  had  it  not  have  been  my  recol- 
lecting his  frequent  declarations,  that  a  man  has 
a  right  to  change  his  opinion  as  often  as  he  pleases. 
He  says,  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  of 
which  he  was  the  chairman,  who  fabricated  this 
bill,  must  have  been  very  unfortunate,  indeed,  if 
they  had  happened  to  have  blundered  on  marque 
and  reprisals.  I  differ  with  the  gentleman ;  I 
think  they  would  have  been  fortunate;  they 
would  have  proved  that  they  possessed  the  true 
American  spirit;  that  they  were  not  disposed  to 
suffer  themselves  to  be  kicked  and  buffeted,  and 
treated  with  every  kind  of  indignity  with  impu- 
nity, without  showing  a  becoming  spirit  of  re- 
.^entment.  And.  sir,  I  have  no  doubt,  considering 
the  weight  of  character  of  the  committee,  if  they 
had  recommended  it,  but  they  would  have  been 
supported  by  a  considerable  portion  of  the  House, 
and  nine-tenths  of  the  nation.  And,  sir,  it  would 
have  comported  with  not  only  his  patriotic  declar- 
ations of  last  winter,  when  he  came  forward  with 
a  strain  of  patriotic  truisms,  not  only  calculated 
to  do  honor  to  hiniftelf,  but  to  affect  his  hearers, 
but  his  vote — ^for,  if  I  mistake  not,  he  then  voted 
for  marque  and  reprisals,  forthwith  The  ^ntle- 
man  says  he  should  like  to  have  heard  this  talk 
of  energy,  when  the  Chesapeake  was  attacked : 
he  was  then  for  strong  measures.  Has  that  trans- 
action, that  raised  the  gentleman's  fire,  ever  beea 
atoned  for?  Certainly  not.  But,  on  the  contrary, 
the  offers,  made  as  an  atonement,  have  only  been 
addingr  insult  to  injury.  But,  wonderful!  how 
the  mighty  has  fallen !  He  now  says,  after  ac- 
knowl^giog  that  our  enemies  are  at  war  on  both 
our  men  and  property,  that  he  does  not  care  much 
what  is  done,  if  you  do  not  make  use  of  too  much 
energy.  Really,  sir,  if  I  was  not  apprized  of  the 
honorable  gentleman's  patriotism,  I  should  have 
supposed  he  had  adopted  the  old  stale  doctrine, 
that  I  had  hoped  had  been  long  since  exploded  in 
this  land  of  freedom — that  of  passive  obedience 
and  non-resistance. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Sm- 
lip)  tells  you  this  is  a  peace  bill ;  that  he  con- 
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nders  it  the  commeocement  of  a  moderate  sys- 
tem of  measures  calculated  to  operate  on  our  ene- 
mies. Ceriatnly,  that  gei^tleman  has  had  expe- 
rieoce  enough  to  know  that  moderate  measures, 
to  Governments  that  have  lost  all  sense  of  justioe, 
are  only  calculated  to  tnrite  encroachment  and  in- 
sult. The  gentleman  has  seen,  sir,  that  .we  have 
be^n  negotiating  for  about  fifteen  years;  that 
^ires.  yes.  reams,  of  paper,  have  been  written  up 
in  diplomatic  correspondence ;  and  although  we 
have  always  had  the  advantage  in  point  of  reas- 
oning, owing  to  justice  being  on  our  side,  togeth- 
er with  the  ascendency  of  talents,  yet  they  have 
carried  off  the  loaves  and  fishes,  and  made  addi- 
tional encroachments  on  onr  rights.  The  gentle- 
man's observations  of  last  winter  were  truly  Ame- 
rican; he  was  then  for  strong  measures.  And, 
sir,  has  there  been  any  relaxation,  on  the  part  of 
our  enemies,  in  their  destructive  policy?  Have 
we  obtained  any  advantage?  Has  not  insult  been 
added  to  injury  ?  But  now  the  gentleman  is  for 
moderate  measures.  If  I  mistase  not,  he  was 
then  an  advocate  for  the  non-intercoorse ;  and 
now  he  is  for  laying  it  aside  before  an  experiment 
has  been  made  on  it,  and  for  adopting  this  sys- 
tem of  moderate  measures.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  mod- 
erate,  indeed ;  it  is  easins;  youraelf  down  info  an 
abyss  of  degradation.  The  gentleman  from  Sooth 
Carolina  (Mr.  Taylor)  acknowledges,  openly, 
that  it  is  submission,  but  qualifies  it,  by  saying 
that  it  is  not  more  so  than  the  non-intercourse. 
Sir,  it  is  our  own  fault,  if  the  non-intercourse 
has  not  been  energetic ;  we  were  so  much  off  our 
guard  last  summer,  owinsr  to  Erskine's  arrange- 
ment, that  we  repealed  the  provisions  calculated 
to  enforce  it.  Re-enact  them,  sir,  and  it  will  be 
coercive  on  our  enemies.  The  gentleman  quali- 
fies it  further,  by  sayings  that,  if  it  is  submission, 
it  is  profitable  submission ;  it  will  bring  money 
into  our  Treasurv.  Is  this  the  language  of  Ame- 
ricans— to  be  willing  to  barter  their  national  re- 
apectability,  for  a  tew  cents?  Sir,  I  trust  the 
ffreat  bulk  of  the  American  people  have  not  so 
far  degenerated  from  the  heroism  of  their  fathers 
as  to  subscribe  to  this  doctrine. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Mont- 
ooMsikY)  says,  we  are  determined  to  have  com- 
merce, and,  when  that  is  resolved  on,  it  will  be 
defended.  Yes.  sir ;  I  am  afraid  the  determina- 
tion will  be  a  fatal  one.  at  the  expense  of  national 
konor.  How  defended?  Has  the  gentleman  come 
forward  with  any  plan  of  defence?  Certainly 
not.  He  most  be  eagle-eyed,  indeed,  if  he  can 
discover  anything  like  resistance  in  this  bill.  The 
gentleman  says,  repeal  the  non-intercourse  with- 
out a  substitute,  and  you  abandon  the  best  inter- 
est of  the  country.  What  substitute  does  the 
gentleman  mean  ?  Certainly,  he  cannot  be  un- 
der such  mistaken  policy  as  to  suppose  this  hu- 
miliating measure  a  substitute  for  a  system,  that, 
not  long  since,  he  conceived  to  be,  not  only  an 
honorable  stand,  but  would  be  efficient  as  a  coer- 
cive measure.  But  the  gentleman  tells  you  that 
if  this  was  the  only  measure  that  was  to  be  adopt- 
ed, to  redress  our  grievances,  he  should  be  among 
the  discontented.    I  wish  the  gentleman  would 


let  us  know  what  he  contemplates  bringing  for- 
ward ;  it  ought  to  be  laid  on  your  table  ^fore 
we  take  a  vote  on  this  bill,  before  we  repeal  the 
only  thing  that  stands  between  us  and  disgrace. 
No,  sir,  I  am  satisfied,  from  the  apparent  poTiticftI 
torpor  that  pervades  the  House,  and  from  a  dis- 
position I  have  discovered  of  laying  on  oar  oara, 
that  if  this  is  adopted,  which  is  nothing  more 
than  backing  out,  that  we  are  pinned  down ;  yes, 
completely  anchored ;  and  that  the  chapter  of  ac- 
cidents must  do  the  balance. 

Sir,  my  anxious  wish  is  to  avert  war;  but,  if  we 
keep  receding,  we  must  calculate  on  additional 
encroachments;  whereas,  if  we  form  a  manly 
stand,  act  with  firmness,  show  Britain  that  we 
will  iiot  abandon  our  pretensions,  she  will  recede, 
owing  to  her  being  cut  out  from  all  other  parts  ot 
the  world  ;  she  must  recede,  or  fall. 

Sir,  we  must  act  with  more  firmness;  we  must 
shake  off  that  political  lethargy  that  we  have 
been  slumbering  under  for  some  time,  unless  we 
wish  to  see  the  reign  of  terror  again,  with  the 
alien  and  gag-laws,  accompanied  by  their  train  of 
evils;  for, sir,  your  political  opponents  are  vigilant, 
and  are  prepared  to  take  all  ad  vantages  of  your  wa- 
vering policy.  I  applaud  their  management,  how- 
ever f  may  despise  their  political  principles;  they 
come  forward  on  all  occasions,  abreast,  like  the 
Macedonian  phalanx  ;  and,  sir,  I  fervently  wish 
that  the  Federal  phalanx  may  not  be  as  fatat  to 
the  liberties  of  the  American  Republic,  as  was 
the  Macedonian  Philip  and  his  phalanx  to  the 
Grecian  Republics ;  for,  sir,  the  most  direful  evils 
are  to  be  apprehended  from  their  thwarting  the 
Administration,  and  hanging  upon  the  wheels  of 
Gk)vernment. 

Bot,  it  is  said,  this  is  an  Administration  measure. 
Sir,  I  have  examined,  particularly,  the  President'^ 
Message  handed  to  Congress  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  and  cannot  see  that  he  takes 
the  responsibility  of  recommending  this  measure 
on  himself;  and,  sir,  I  do  not  choose  (much  as  I 
am  disposed  to  support  the  President  in  all  rea- 
sonable measures)  to  take  any  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  this  cobweb  submissive  system  on  my 
shoulders.  Sir,  I  much  regret  the  necessity  I  am 
under,  of  differing  with  a  number  of  my  political 
friends,  with  whom  it  has  been  my  pnde  to  act. 
I  attribute  the  purest  motives  to  them,  and  expect 
a  correspondent  liberality;  I  would  make  any 
reasonable  sacrifice,  but  I  must  be  pardoned  when 
I  refuse  to  unfte  in  what  I  conceive  to  be  degra- 
dation ;  for  I  was  not  sent  here  to  compromit  the 
honor  of  my  country.* 

Sir,  I  have  been  gratified  at  the  patient  atten- 
tion of  the  House,  for  which  I  return  my  sincere 
thanks. 

Mr.  MuKroRO. — It  was  not  my  intention,  Mr. 
Speaker,  to  have  said  one  word  more  on  this  sub- 
ject, as  the  motion  I  had  made  for  postponement 
failed.  I  did,  then,  think  it  unnecessary  to  make 
any  further  observations  at  this  time;  but.  sir,  the 
time  is  now  arrived  which  had  been  assigned  for 
the  final  passage  of  the  bill  before  you,  and  con- 
ceiving as  I  do,  and  being  strongly  impressed  with 
its  injurious  effects,  I  shall  not  cease  to  oppose  it, 
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uid  should  deem  myself  culpable  of  a  dereliecioD 
of  principle,  as  well  as  of  the  daty  I  owe  to  my 
eooiktry.  not  to  resist  its  becoming  a  law  io  all  its 
fCages  abd  meaoderings.  Sir,  we  are  about  tAk- 
inf  opoD  ourselves  an  awful  respoosibilitir.  On 
this  bill  tarns  tbe  pivot  of  jom  loreiga  relations, 
and  perhaps  the  future  destinies  of  this  portion  of 
die  new  world.  While  I  shall  impute  the  purest 
motives  to  those  with  whom  I  may  differ  in  opin* 
ion  on  this  question,  I  hope  a  correspondent  lib- 
eiality  will  be  extended  towards  me.  No  man 
respects  the  opinions  of  the  honorable  chairman 
of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations,  on  many 
subjects,  more  than  I  do,  but.  in  the  present  in- 
stance, we  are  wide  apart.  I  have  been  led  some 
times  to  doUbt  whether  my  own  judgment  might 
aot  hare  misunderstood  some  of  the  provisions 
of  this  bill,  and  I  have  endeavored  to  reconcile  it 
mder  rarions  shap^ :  but  all  to  no  purpose ;  the 
more  I  have  examined  it,  the  more  I  am  con- 
vroced  my  first  impressions  were  correct. 

The  worthy  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
has  asked  me.  in  his  plain  honest  way,  wherein 
thb  bill  differs  materially  (Voro  the  non-inter- 
course heretofore  recommended  by  me  ?  I  will 
endeavor  to  answer  him  in  his  own  laconic  way, 
that  the  non-intercourse  of  last  year  differs  very 
materially  from  this  bill,  inasmuch  as  the  gentle- 
man says  he  will,  by  tdis  bill,  enter  his  protest 
against  the  tiger  and  the  shark,  (so  appropriately 
called  by  himself.)  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  is 
wiUiikg  to  supply  their  rapacious  jaws  with  food 
to  devour  us.  To  this  I  never  have,  nor  will  I 
erer  grve  my  assent,  until  our  rights  are  redressed 
and  respected.  I  have  no  earthly  interest  in  op- 
poaog  this  bill.  1  am  no  importer  of  dry  goods ; 
on  the  contrary,  my  property,  now  on  the  high 
seas,  to  a  considerable  amount,  will  be  exposed 
to  the  rcry  measures  I  recommend,  which  may 
be  obviated  perhaps  by  the  passage  of  this  bill. 
D«  1  trust  1  am  governed  by  far  different  mo- 
tives; my  hiffhest  ambition  is  to  promote  the  best 
interests  and  honor  of  my  country.  I  am  no 
oike  hunter,  and  am  sent  here  without  any  soli- 
ehatiott  on  my  part.  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Taylor,)  whose  pa- 
triotism I  have  often  admired,  has  astonished  me. 
I  understood  him  to  have  said  that  this  bill  was 
submission,  direct,  and  my  former  project  was 
the  same  indirectly,  but  preferable  to  mine,  as  it 
was  a  submission  or  profit  to  the  Treasury.  Pro- 
fit is  to  be  sore  desirable,  when  to  be  had  on  hon- 
orable terms ;  but,  sir,  have  we  arrived  so  early  to 
that  period  which  the  enemies  of  republican  in- 
stitutions have  predicted  would  be  our  fate  at  a 
distant  day ;  shall  we  suffer  this  miserable,  avari- 
cious, sordid,  money-making  system,  to  benumb 
and  eirvelope  our  sense?  It  has  been  the  down- 
fidi  of  ancient  Republics,  and  if  we  do  not  arouse 
from  oar  lethargy,  it  will  inevitably  overwhelm 
the  last  sheet-anchor  of  man's  hopes  m  this  world. 
A  little  more  of  the  folding  of  the  arms ;  a  little 
more  slumber ;  a  little  more  money ^and  we  are 
lost  forever.  Whether  we  send  a  little  more  or 
less  lamber  from  Kennebunk  or  Saeo,  a  little 
llthCoN.  iedSsss.— 42 


more  or  less  whale  oil  from  Nantucket,  a  little 
more  or  less  potash  from  New  York,  a  little  more 
or  less  flour,  tobacco,  cotton,  and  rice,  from  the 
Southern  States,  is,  in  my  humble  opinion,  un- 
worthy the^onsideration  of  the  National  Legis- 
lature, when  weighed  in  the  balance  against  the 
honor  of  our  country.  I  would  ask  wherein  does 
your  situation  now  differ  materially  between  an 
act  of  Parliament  taxing  your  commerce  and  re- 
stricting it  to  the  mother  country  previous  to  our 
glorious  Revolution^nd  the  present  British  Or- 
ders in  Council?  There  is  scarcely  a  shade  of 
difference;  jet.  sir  with  innumerable  difficulties 
staring  you  in  tne  face,  you  resisted  with  success — 
to  honor,  to  glory,  and  to  independence ;  and  shall 
it  now  be  said  that  a  population  of  about  two 
millions,  without  means,  and  with  a  feeble  Gov- 
ernment, asserted  and  acquired  that  which  a  pop- 
ulation <>f  more  than  seven  millions,  with  a  full 
credit,  ample  means,  and  a  strong,  confederated 
Government,  hesitates  to  perform? 

During  the  last  Summer  session,  I  heard  no 
complaint  of  the  partial  repeal  of  the  embargo  t 
it  was  then,  I  believe,  deemed  a  tolerable  good 
measure,  and  one  of  the  causes  that  contributed 
among  others  to  bring  about  the  arrangement 
with  Mr.  Brskine — no  one.  I  believe,  ever  pre- 
tended that  it  was  more  than  a  choice  of  evils. 
But  it  preserved  the  national  honor  and  kept  the 
country  io  peace.  If  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina  will  consent  to  infuse  some  eners^y  into 
this  bill,  so  as  to  protect  by  convoy,  to  all  parts 
of  the  world,  every  species  of  bona  fide  Ameri- 
can property,  contraband  excepted,  (much  as  I 
dislike  the  bill,)  I  will  vote  for  it — and  I  am  the 
more  solicitous  for  this  course  as  I  cannot  see  any 
other  wav  to  pot  down  the  most  nefarious  prac- 
tices of  the  British  merchants,  who  are  making 
use  of  forged  papers,  purporting  to  be  of  Ameri- 
can vessels,  now  carrying  on  in  the  city  of  Lon- 
don, under  the  very  eyes  of  the  British  Ministry. 
Even  your  Chief  Magistrate's  signature,  as  well 
as  the  subordinate  oflicers  of  your  Government, 
have  been  counterfeited  by  those  people.  Of  more 
than  two  hundred  sail  of  pretended  American 
vessels  lately  arrived  in  England  from  the  Baltic 
and  White  Sea,  it  is  probable  that  not  more  than 
fifty  were  bona  fide  American.  It  is  for  these 
felonious  practices  of  forged  papers  that  your 
citizens  have  been  incarcerated  in  French  prisons, 
for  violating  the  municipal  laws  of  France,  and 
from  that  cause  principally  have  your  difficulties 
arisen  with  continental  Kurope.  The  operation 
of  the  convoy  system  would  ascertain  to  whom 
the  vessels  and  cargoes  actually  belonged;  but 
what  is  of  infinitely  more  consequence,  would 
prevent  impressments,  and  insure  the  liberty  of 
our  citizens,  at  all  times  of  primary  importance— 
would  insure  an  entrance  into  continental  Eu- 
rope, where  your  produce  is  principally  consumed. 
As  the  officer  would  bear  the  commission  of  your 
Chief  Magistrate,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the 
continental  Powers  would  not  Kesitate  to  put  faith 
io  his  statement,  that  the  whole  of  his  convov 
were  bona  fide  American.  Thus,  sir,  you  will 
shut  out  from  continental  Europe  the  embargo 
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breakers  and  violators  of  your  laws,  aod  the  Brit- 
ish and  American  counterfeiters,  for  it  will  natu- 
rally occur  to  those  Powers  that  no  vessel,  merely 
for  wearing  the  American  colors,  (which  have 
been  shamefully  abused  by  some  men,  disgracing 
themselves  and  bringinj^  a  reproach  on  the  name 
of  that  free  country  which  gave  them  birth,)  will 
be  admitted  without  coming  under  protection  of 
a  ship  or  vessel  of  war  under  the  command  of  an 
officer  of  the  American  Navy,  duly  authorized 
for  thfit  purpose.  This  svstem  will  be  attended 
with  inconvenience,  I  will  allow,  in  some  instan- 
ces. But  what  will  you  do  in  the  multiplicitjr  of 
difficulties  that  present  themselves  ?  Turn  which 
way  you  will,  tney  stare  you  in  the  face.  There 
is  no  other  way  hut  to  take  the  choice  of  evils; 
and,  under  every  view  I  have  been  able  to  con- 
sider the  subject  for  the  present,  this  appears  to 
my  humble  opinion  to  be  the  least  objectionable. 

It  seems  that  if  France  and  England  never 
agreed  before,  they  now  have  entered  into  co- 
partnership to  try  and  see  which  of  them  can  do 
us  the  most  harm.  France  says,  if  England  will 
respect  the  freedom  of  the  seas,  I  will  repeal  my 
decrees.  Eoffland  says,  if  France  will  repeal  her 
decrees,  I  will  repeal  my  Orders  in  Council ;  and 
while  they  thus  appear  to  dispute  among  them- 
selves we  are  the  sufferers.  One  says,  I  only  re- 
taliate on  France;  I  do  not  mean  to  hurt  you. 
The  other  says,  I  only  maintain  the  liberty  of  the 
seas.  One  robs  you  insidiously ;  the  other,  more 
open  and  direct,  burns  your  property.  From  such 
liberties  good  Lord  deliver  my  country ! 

You  may  repeal  this  bill  at  your  pleasure;  but 
can  you  repeal  the  Orders  in  Council?  They 
are  a  studied  system  against  you.  This  bill  will 
furnish  them  with  an  overstocked  market  of  our 
produce,  (to  the  manifest  ruin  of  many  of  your 
merchants,)  with  which  they  will  carry  on  a  con- 
traband trade  in  their  own  ships  to  the  Continent, 
and  if  you  interfere,  your  ships  will  be  taken  in 
tight  of  their's,  trading  to  the  same  ports,  and 
condemned.  Thus,  they  will  not  leave  you  direct, 
indirect,  nor  forced  trade,  with  any  other  part  of 
the  world,  but  with  themselves,  which  would 
soon  drain  you  of  vour  precious  metals. 

I  have  never  advocated  the  cause  of  any  for- 
eign country,  and  I  trust  in  God  I  never  shall. 
My  object  has  always  been  to  pursue  such  a  course 
as  I  thouffht  would  most  likely  promote  the  best 
'interest  of  my  own  country;  and  I  was  very  happy 
when  the  arrangement  took  place  with  Mr.  Ers- 
kine,  because  it  convinced  my  own  countrymen 
that  we  were  determined  to  settle  as  an  indepen- 
dent nation  with  one  of  the  belligerents;  whether 
the  other  liked  it  or  disliked  it,  was  a  matter  of 
indifference  to  us.  They  might  fight  their  own 
disputes  in  their  own  way,  and  we  will  manage 
our  own  affairs  in  our  own  way.  This  bill,  in 
my  opinion,  is  neither  neutral  nor  belligerent; 
but  it  concedes  so  much  to  one  of  the  bellige- 
rents, that  I  think  it  no  more  than  natural  to  in- 
fer tnat  the  other  will  consider  that  you  have 
acquiesced  in  their  orders,  and  will  issue  new  de- 
crees, confiscating,  sequestrating,  and  burning 
your  property,  wherever  to  be  found,  to  effectu- 


ally as  to  shut  you  out  of  continental  Europe  alto- 
gether, from  the  Bosphorus  to  the  White  Sea. 
Can  tnis  be  a  desirable  state  of  things?  It  is 
in  vain  to  say  that  we  can  carry  on  a  lucrative 
commerce  with  Great  Britain  only,  when  she  is 
herself  daily  exerting  her  utmost  faculties,  and 
complaining  constantly  because  of  the  great  dif* 
ficulties  to  introduce  our  commodities  into  the 
very  market  which  we  ought,  as  an  independent 
nation,  to  carry  direct  ourselves,  and  without 
which  trade  you  will  not  be  able  to  pay  the  mil- 
lions of  the  balance  of  trade  against  you,  arising 
from  the  importations  of  British  manufactures 
and  gewgaws.  If  money  only  is  to  be  the  pre- 
dominent  fashion  of' the  day,  we  ought  to  ^o 
direct  to  the  consumers,  because  upland  cotton  m 
France  is  100  cents  per  pound ;  in  Holland  it  is 
80,  and,  in  Denmark,  50 ;  and  after  the  arrange- 
ment in  April  last  was  known  in  England,  it  Jell 
from  44  to  20  cents;  and  the  moment  the  present 
bill  becomes  a  law.  aod  is  known  there,  it  will 
again  fall  from  the  last  price  I  heard  of,  35  cents, 
down  to  the  old  price  of  20  cents,  and  perhaps 
less,  and  every  other  article  in  proportion.  The 
trade  to  the  Continent  is  now  becoming  more 
lucrative  than  ever,  on  account  of  the  remittances 
made  in  bills  of  exchangee  to  pay  the  balance  we 
owe  England,  at  an  advantage  of  25  to  30  per 
centum  in  favor  of  the  American  produce  sold 
in  Denmark  and  Holland,  which,  if  abandoned 
now,  we  may  never  have  so  favorable  an  oppor- 
tunity to  regain.  This  bill  is  saying  to  your  citi- 
zens, you  may  safely  go  to  France  and  England ; 
it  is  not  necessary  for  your  Government  to  inter- 
pose between  you  and  those  nations.  This  is 
noldioff  out  a  fallacious  idea.  Everybodv  knows 
Great  critain's  insidious  policy  will  molest  you 
by  her  numerous  cruisers ;  ana  France,  not  less 
disposed  to  alter  her  policy,  will  sequester,  unless 
you  can  convince  her  that  you  come  as  real  bona 
fide  neutrals  ;  and  you  cannot  do  it  effectually  in 
any  other  way  but  by  convoy  to  such  ports  as  are 
actually  invested  and  blockaded.  Does  not  Mr. 
JacKson  ezpresslv  say  to  Mr.  Secretary  Smith,  that 
His  Britannic  Majesty  will  not  cease  to  maintain 
the  right  of  blockading  his  enemy's  ports  by  proc- 
lamation^ even  without  an  actual  force  before 
them?  Can  it  be  possible  that  we  will  ever  re- 
cognise such  a  monstrous  doctrine  ?  No,  sir,  this 
nation  never  will.  No.  She  will  not  truckle  to 
the  mandates  of  any  potentate  whatever. 

There  is  another  important  Constitutional 

r)int  of  view  in  which  I  consider  this  subject, 
presume  it  cannot  be  in  serious  contemplation 
to  abandon  our  commerce  without  protection,  or 
to  quit  the  ocean  altogether.  This  is  a  commer- 
cial people ;  you  cannot  do  it.  Under  what  cir- 
cumstances was  the  Constitution  under  which  we 
now  hold  our  seats  in  this  House  formed  ?  The 
fathers  of  our  glorious  Revolution,  foreseeing 
much  clashing  of  interests  between  the  States 
under  the  old  Confederation,  which  could  not  en- 
force the  collection  of  the  five  per  cent,  impost 
reconimended  by  them,  devised  the  plan  or  an 
association,  who  assembled  at  Annapolis  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  commercial  regulations,  in 
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whieh  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  took  a  con* 
tpicaoos  part.  And  what  was  the  result  of  the 
^ieliberations  of  those  sages,  who,  foreseeing  in- 
aormoantable  obstacles,  proposed  to  the  several 
States  to  send  delegates  to  Fhiladelphia,  in  order 
to  fix  upon  some  plan  to  obviate  those  commer- 
cial difiicolties^  which  was,  in  the  first  instance. 
the  principal  oi^ect  of  their  meeting  together? 
The  several  States  did  send  delegates  accordingly, 
mod  that  constellation  of  wisdom  did  agree  to  re- 
commend a  form  of  Grovernment  for  the  adoption 
of  the  respective  States,  and  at  a  propitious  mo- 
meat,  when  we  were  in  profound  peace ;  who,  in 
consequence  of  this  reconunendation.  did  deliber- 
ate upon  the  compact  proposed  to  them.  Some 
of  the  States  immediatefy  acquiesced;  others, 
with  great  reluctance,  hesitated  some  time.  But. 
such  wa»  their  confidence  in  the  illustrious  char- 
acters who  recommended  the  plan,  they  at  last 
acquiesced.  Sir^  it  required  all  the  talents  of  a 
Madison,  a  Hamilton,  a  Jay,  and  many  other  wor- 
thies, (in  their  various  essays  on  that  measure,)  to 
induce  the  State  of  New  Y'ork  to  assent  to  the 
compact.  She  was  not  willing  to  give  up  a  cer- 
tainty for  an  uncertainty ;  and.  after  a  long  con- 
test m  her  convention,  the  solemn  decision  was 
taken,  and  carried  only  by  one  vote.  How  she 
has  been  requited,  I  shall  not  attempt  to  delineate 
at  this  time.  But  1  do  hope  that  you  will  not 
Terify  the  predictions  that  were  foretold  in  her 
convention  at  that  day.  Thas,  we  instituted  a 
QoTernment  of  equal  laws  and  equal  protection 
to  ail  clauses  of  citizens,  guarantied  to  us  by  that 
Constitution,  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and 
whieh  solemnly  pledges  the  faith  of  the  nation 
to  promote  and  defend  the  general  welfare  of  the 
whole.  It  is  impossible  to  abandon  tbat  com- 
merce, which  the  wise  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion eipressly  meant  to  protect  and  defend.  And 
if  yon  shall  conclude  to  retire  from  the  ocean,  the 
inevitable  consequence  will  be,  that  you  must 
have  recourse  to  direct  taxes — there  is  no  other 
alternative.  This  Constitution  having  grown  out 
of  mutual  concessions,  it  ought  to  be  always  up- 
permost in  our  view ;  we  ought  to  consider  it  as 
the  apple  of  the  eye  of  the  body  politic,  the  sheet- 
anchor  of  our  hopes,  and  never  sufier  anything 
that  shalU  in  the  least,  tend  to  impair  those  obli- 
gatioBs  which  have  been  transmitted  to  us  by  the 
fttber  of  our  beloved  country. 

We  shall  be  told,  if  this  bill  passes,  it  will  not 
prevent  us  from  taking  other  stronger  ground. 
It  would  be  very  gratenil  for  me  to  see  the  coun- 
try armed  at  all  points,  on  the  defensive,  in  earn- 
est. Bat  I  very  much  doubt  it.  I  shall  despair 
of  getting  at  this  plain  question— Will  you,  or  will 
you  not,  defend  your  commerce  and  the  liberty 
.  of  the  citizen  from  the  rapacious  jaws  of  the  bel- 
ligerents? I  shall  be  told  trade  is  now  opnen, 
money  is  plenty,  produce  sells  high ;  no  occasion 
to  do  anything  more,  (impressment  and  Chesa- 
peake an  old  story.)  Will  you  now  undertake  to 
make  tise  of  energetic  measures,  when  we  have 
just  tet  loose  our  defenceless  commerce  ?  Thus,  sir, 
we  are  continually  to  trust  to  the  chapter  of  acci- 
dents.   Let  us  get  out  of  this  thraldom.    I  wish 


for  some  permanent  system,  of  a  decided,  firm 
character,  on  which  the  country  can  rely. 

I  may  be  mistaken  in  some  or  the  views  I  have 
taken  of  this  subject ;  but,  being  fully  convinced 
that  it  will  compromit  the  honor  and  the  dearest 
interests  of  my  country,  1  have  considered  it  my 
indispensable  duty,  as  a  representative  of  the  peo» 
pie,  to  oppose  this  bill  in  all  its  stages.  If  it  shall 
be  decided  against  me,  I  shall,  with  all  due  def* 
erence,  submit  to  the  majority. 

Mr.  JoBMSON.— Mr.  Speaker,  I  shall  not  apolo- 
gize for  the  remarks  I  am  about  to  make,  al« 
though  the  discharge  of  other  duties  has  pre- 
vented me  from  arranging  or  condensing  my 
thoughts  as  I  would  wish.  The  opposition  to 
this  bill  has  been  remarkable,  in  at  least  one  fea* 
ture,  its  variety.  We  have  been  entertained  with 
the  importance  of  manufactories,  and  the  duty 
of  this  House  to  encourage  them,  and  then  the 
conclusion  seethed  to  be  drawn,  tnat  we  should 
vote  against  this  bill.  To  this  I  can  say,  that  no 
individual  of  the  nation  can  be  more  anxious 
than  I  am  to  encourage  and  promote  manufac- 
tures, by  which  our  dependence  on  foreign  na- 
tions will  be  destroyed  and  our  independence 
more  easily  maintained.  This  bill  is  so  far  from 
obstructing  the  progress  of  manufactures,  every 
principle  of  the  biO  fosters  and  protects  theou 
Others  have  described  the  calamities  of  war  with 
much  feeling,  and  have  ffiven  it  as  their  opinion, 
that  this  bill  would  involve  us  in  war  with  either 
France  or  Great  Britain,  or  with  both  Powers. 
To  this  1  answer,  if  this  was  to  follow,  we  have 
had  just  cause  or  war  against  both  nations,  and 
the  calamities  could  not  be  much  greater  than 
those  which  have  been  wantonly  inflicted  on  us 
without  any  provocation  or  efiectual  resistance 
on  our  part.  But  this  measure  is  neither  war, 
nor  will  it  more  necessarily  produce  it  than  any 
other  honorable  exercise  ot  our  rightful  powers. 
Other  gentlemen  have  recited  the  wrongs  of 
France  and  England,  in  the  language  of  patri- 
otic indignation,  at  which  I  have  heen  delighted 
and  interested  to  see  such  a  spirit  of  freedom 
warm  their  bosoms^  and  then  the  conclusion  has 
been  drawn,  that  this  bill  is  submission.  In  an- 
swer to  this  I  state,  first,  that  this  bill  is  not  sub- 
mission ;  secondly,  it  is  not  in  opposition  to 
any  measure  of  resistance  which  has  been  men- 
tioned. It  is  not  inconsistent  with  ffranting  let- 
ters of  marque  and  reprisal,  nor  with  taking  the 
Canadas,  nor  with  the  recall  of  our  Ministers,  nor 
with  any  other  measure  of  effectual  and  honora- 
ble resistance,  nor  does  it  paralyze  or  weaken  in 
any  way  the  energies  of  the  nation.  Where  I 
am  known  I  believe  none  will  doubt  my  readi- 
ness to  go  to  war  both  with  France  and  Qreat 
Britain  rather  than  submit  longer  to  their  depre- 
dations and  insults.  I  have  never  had  any  other 
sentiments  since  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake. 
Let  those  who  object  to  this  as  submission,  intro- 
duce their  plan  of  resistaace,  and  then  we  shall 
see  who  are  willing  to  vindicate  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  nation.  Others  say  we  had  as  well 
attempt  to  control  the  elements  as  commerce ; 
that  the  merchants  should  be  permitted  to  go 
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where  and  how  ihtj  pleave  without  restraint.  In 
answer  to  this,  I  state  that  the  merchants  have 
bad  too  much  influence  ia  the  conflict  already; 
they  have  done  much  le  emharrass  the  Govern- 
HMut  in  the  irsc  instance,  and  secondly,  they 
have  invited  foreign  nations  to  continue  their 
depredations  by  this  iafamous  conduct.  I  mean 
that  clasB  of  merchaats  who  have  opposed  the 
measwee  of  the  Union  and  bid  defiance  to  our 
authority  by  violating  the  laws,  and  now  refuse 
to  light  for  their  country  or  make  resistance 
against  foreijprn  eDenues.  And  I  am  unwilling 
lor  any  set  ofmen  to  influence  my  conduct  when 
they  are  ffoveined  by  such  sordid  and  selfish 
views.  Those  whose  afiVctions  are  drawn  from 
this  couBlry,  and  who  can  say,  Well  done,  and 
loaf  live  the  United  States !  so  long  as  eur  neutral 
«faaraeter  gave  them  advaata^e  over  the  subjects 
of  other  nations^  and  then  claim  protection  under 
the  Briiivh  navv  after  our  neutral  rights  have 
been  disre^ded  by  that  Power — if  such  men 
are  bow  dusatisfied^  let  them  go  and  swear  alie- 

S'anoe  to  the  British  Government  and  become 
ritish  sobjecte.  The  plain  English  of  this  ob- 
jeotioB  amounts  to  this:  Let  the  merchants dic- 
Ute  and  govern  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
aad  they  will  be  satisfied,  or  sell  the  indepen- 
desee  or  this  nation  for  gold.  Others  say  that  it 
will  be  worse  thau  the  embargo  by  retaliation 
from  Ghreat  Britain  in  excluding  our  vessels ;  that 
it  wiU  be  a  perfect  non-intercourse,  and  we  shall 
he  deprived  of  British  manufactures.  In  answer 
%o  this  I  state  that  a  eoviviotion  on  my  mind  that 
this  state  of  things  would  be  produced,  would 
alone  furniah  sufficient  argument  for  me  to  vote 
for  the  bill.  I  wish  to  see  a  complete  non-inter* 
eourse  produced,  and  British  fabrics  excluded 
nntil  Great  Britain  shall  do  us  justice.  What 
would  England  lose  by  this  state  of  thiofs  ?  She 
would  lose  that  under  which  she  could  not  sup- 
port herself  twelve  months.  Others  say  many 
will  be  the  evils  of  this  bill.  The  argument 
would  put  down  all  human  institutions.  The 
Most  perfect  system  of  the  p|enal  code  might  be 
oUeeted  to  upoo  the  possibility  or  even  proba- 
bintj  that  in  some  case  the  guilty  might  escape 
i^oiahaient  or  the  innoeent  might  sufler.  Let 
the  nation  understand  the  question  before  us.  It 
is  •  Very  plain  question;  it  is  a  (question  regulat- 
ing our  commerce ;  it  is  a  navigation  act  upon 
•nr  exports  and  imports. 

It  is  this  or  nothing.  As  Great  Britain  and 
France  are  waging  continued  war  upon  u&  the 
qnestion  arises,  will  3rou  pass  this  bill,  by  which 
f  on  exclude  the  British  navy  and  French  priva- 
teers, also  British  and  French  merchant  vessels 
frona  #•?  ports  and  waters  j  or  will  you  permit 
British  and  French  armed  vessels  and  also  the 
nerohantmen  to  come  in  and  go  out  as  they 
Blette,  ei^oy  ing  the  hospitality  of  our  people  ?  I 
Jiope  not.  I  hope,  if  we  can  do  nothing  mor^ 
We  wlU  exclude  France  and  England  ^om  the 
koapitality  and  protection  of  our  waters,  and  their 
Merchants  from  commercial  rights.  1  hope  this 
nation  never  will  agree  to  abandon  the  rights  of 
the  peoplc^war  before  diahoBor*    The  question 


then  is,  between  this  bill  and  the  nooH'ntercoavse^ 
which  will  expire  at  the  end  of  this  session — 
which  shall  we  prefer  ?  Or,  whether  this  bill  or 
aothing  but  national  disgrace?  The  non-inter- 
course has  been  abandon^  by  all ;  no  propositioa 
has  been  made  to  enforce  it.  In  fact,  it  cannot  he 
enforced,  and  it  would  require  almoirt  aa  manj 
men  and  as  much  money  to  enforce  it  even  at 
home^  as  to  carry  on  war  with  France  and  Great 
Britain.  The  object  of  the  non-intercourse  wan 
to  exclude  French  and  Englbh  goods  aikl  pro^ 
ducts.  Those  who  have  opposed  this  bill  confess 
that  the  non-iotereourse  is  worse  than  nothing ; 
French  and  English  goods  have  not  been  ex- 
eluded.  But  we  have  them  in  quantity  almost 
without  diminution,  and  in  price  much  enhanced. 
Very  well ;  what  is  the  price  of  our  own  prodocta  7 
The  market  glutted,  and  what  we  sell  »  at  a  re* 
duced  price.  This  law  has  been  evaded  in  the 
most  shameful  manner  by  the  infamous  part  of 
the  community.  The  coasting  vessels  go  to  for- 
eign markets,  aad  evade  the  penalty  by  selling 
cargo  and  ship  and  leaving  the  crew  in  a  foreign 
land.  By  smuggling  through  the  Canadas,  it  haa 
been  violated.  The  non-intercourse  has  given 
Great  Britain  a  monopoly  of  our  trade  by  inter* 
changing  British  goods  in  the  British  provineea 
and  Flanders  for  the  products  of  the  United 
States.  More  than  one  hundred  British  vesseb 
are  now  at  anchor  at  Amelia  island,  in  sight  of 
Georgia,  taking  off  cotton ;  and  who  would  be  so 
mean  as  to  sneak  to  Amelia  island  and  sacrifice 
property  and  principle  to  enrich  our  deadly  ene* 
mies,  and  untimately  ruin  ourselves  7  The  non« 
intercourse  has  also  lessened  our  revenue  with- 
out injuring  our  enemies,  and  it  has  enriched  the 
unprincipled  part  of  the  traders,  to  the  injury  of  the 
honest  merchant  and  farmer.  I  have  certain  in- 
telligence that  insurances  can  be  obtained  ia  New 
York  and  elsewhere  affaiast  the  penalties  of  the 
non-intercourse  as  to  Great  Britain.  This  is  too 
degrading  to  the  human  character;  and  a  raeei- 
ber  staled  on  this  floor  that  he  did  not  believe 
that  the  President  had  the  right  of  reviving  the 
non-intercourse  as  to  Great  Britain,  and  there 
was  no  legal  non-intercourse  at  this  time*  I  was 
astonished  that  there  should  be  a  difference  ef 
opinion  upon  a  subject  so  plain,  and  one  which 
was  necessary  to  our  neutrality.  See  the  law 
upon  this  subject;  there  can  be  but  one  construc- 
tion. The  President  was  authorized  to  do  a 
ministerial  act,  to  suspend  the  non-intercourse  as 
to  France  or  Great  Britain  if  they  should  ao 
modify  their  orders  and  decrees  as  not  to  infringe 
our  neutral  commerce.  The  British  Mioistfy 
promised  that  on  a  certain  day  such  modification 
should  take  place.  The  President,  by  procUma- 
tion,  made  this  promise  known,  but  on  the  day 
promised,  Great  Britain  refused  to  make  such  a 
change.  The  non-intercourse  therefore  never 
was  suspended,  because  the  condition  alone  upon 
which  such  a  power  could  be  exercised  never  did 
take  place.  But  some  men  affect  to  believe  what  * 
they  wish.  This  non-intercourse  was  a  suhsti-  ' 
tute  for  the  embargo,  and  the  fatal  moment  whea  ■ 
that  measure  was  abandoned,  a  majority  refused 
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Id  go  to  war,  sad  these  are  the  fruits  of  it.  I 
riiall  oot  hesitate  therefore  to  rote  for  the  hill— a 
bill  whieh  excludes  British  aad  French  armed 
and   onarmed  vessels  from  our  waters,  which 

E'Tes  the  whole  of  our  tirade  to  our  shippiag-^-a 
li  whose  prorisioas  cau  be  carried  iuto  effect 
without  diffica)t]r,  which  will  bring  moaey  to 
our  Treasury  while  it  iniures  our  enemies.  It  is 
■aid  that  our  shipping  has  bad  the  carrying  of 
CNir  own  produce — granted.  But  from  what  cause 
did  that  advantage  arise 7  not  the  difference  of 
duty  upon  foreign  bottoms  and  our  own  vessels. 
No.  it  originated  from  the  advantages  of  our  neo- 
tral  character.  Other  nations,  and  our  own  citi- 
zens, preferred  shipmeuts  in  American  navigation, 
beeause  their  property  was  protected  under  our 
neutral  flag.  Not  so  at  this  time;  those  advan- 
tages have  been  destroyed  by  the  injustice  of 
foreign  nations,  and  we  must  assist  our  citizens 
by  the  aid  of  our  laws.  This  is  not  submission ; 
far  from  it.  It  is  a  system  in  defiance  of  the 
English  orders  and  the  French  decrees.  Here- 
tofore we  have  tried  experiments  in  the  noa-in- 
tcreoarse  and  the  embargo.  They  have  failed  to 
coerce  our  enemies,  and  they  in  some  measure 
prevented  a  collision  with  foreign  enemies.  By 
the  Bon-iotercoorse  we  are  told  not  to  go  to  Eng- 
land ;  50  said  the  French  decree.  We  are  told 
not  to  ^o  to  France ;  so  said  the  British  Orders  in 
Conacil ;  and  when  complaints  are  made  against 
these  two  rival  Powers,  gentlemen  sa)r  we  will 
sot  go  to  war  for  captures,  when  their  vesseb 
were  violating  our  own  laws.  This  bill  excludes 
the  British  and  French  from  trading  with  bs.  and 
we  permit  oor  citizens  to  go  where  they  please 
under  eertaia  regulations.  Now,  when  a  vessel 
is  bound  to  France,  in  defiance  of  the  English 
orders,  and  the  British  should  make  a  capture, 
the  qtiestion  will  he  brought  home  to  every  mem- 
ber :  Will  you  submit  to  theae  depredations,  o« 
grant  letters  of  maroue  and  reprisal,  and  authorize 
oor  oieFehant  vessels  to  defend  theaoselves  and 
capiwe  7  If  a  vessel  ahould  be  taken  by  a  Frenck 
privateer  goiog  to  England,  in  defiance  of  French 
decrees,  the  some  question  would  be  presented. 
So  fu  firoaa  this  measure  bein^  submission,  it  is 
a  defiance  of  the  orders  of  England  and  the  de- 
crees of  France ;  and  I  wish  to  defy  those  Pow- 
ers, I  fear  them  not.  If  Great  Britain  should  re- 
taliate by  excluding  our  vessel?,  then  a  complete 
Don-intercourse  will  take  place.  If  she  should 
retaliate  by  additional  duties,  then  we  shall  use 
less  of  her  manufactures,  and  our  commerce  will 
be  thrown  into  different  channels,  to  her  injury, 
and  mot  of  the  United  States,  I  have  been  morti- 
iled  that  on  this  occasion  some  gentlemen  have 
estimated  our  resources  as  inadequate  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  or  that  the  people  would  not 
support  a  war  in  defence  of  our  independence.  I 
believe  neither.  Our  resources  are  adequate  to 
<he  raatntanance  of  our  rights,  our  honor,  our 
independence,  and  the  people  are  as  willing,  and 
more  so  than  we  are,  to  risk  war  rather  than  sub- 
mit longer.  I  have  been  peculiarly  gratified  with 
the  sentiments  of  my  friend,  (Mr.  Desha,}  we 
coincide  in  eentiment.    Let  strong  measures  be 


introduced,  we  shall  not  difler  in  opinion,  i  have 
only  to  regret,  that  upon  the  merits  of  this  par- 
ticular bill,  we  differ  in  our  votes. 

Mr.  Born. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  great  rdno- 
tance  that  I  rise,  from  the  knowledge  that  I  have 
of  the  superior  ability  of  many  gentlemen  in  this 
House;  and  that  I  am  not  in  the  habit  o(  pabUc 
speaking,  lays  me  under  great  embarrassment ; 
but,  sir,  i  sensibly  feel  it  as  an  imperative  doty^ 
and  silence  would  be  criminal  in  this  state  or 
things. 

Sir,  I  do  not  expect  to  make  (oor  is  it  ray  wish) 
one  proselyte  to  the  bill  that  we  are  about  to  pasa. 
Every  gentleman,  for  himself,  ought  to  consnh 
the  interest  of  his  country  at  large ;  and  in  so  do> 
ing,  to  use  his  own  judgment.  That  is  the  rule 
that  I  have  prescribed  to  myself  to  govern  my 
conduct.  I  trouble  the  House  but  seldom,  an« 
would  at  ail  times  much  rather  give  a  silenC 
vote  ;  but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  answer  some  ob> 
jections  that  have  been  made  to  the  passing  of  it. 
The  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Livsn*- 
MORE,)  who  I  now  see  in  his  place,  ob»]ects  to  thia; 
because,  says,  he  <*  Enffiand  will  reuliate  on  you 
by  restrictive  laws;  she  has  the  power  and  w^ 
use  it— and  that  it  is  absurd  to  think  otherwise,  or 
ever  talk  about  it;"  with  a  great  deal  more  soch 
like  submissive  stuff  to  the  will  and  power  of  tbc 
King  of  Great  Britain.  And  in  addition  to  thtoL 
the  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  GardbnibbI 
has  said  that  we  must  have  done  with  those  sterna^ 
distressing,  destructive,  weakand  pitiftil  measares; 
that  England  will  not  change  or  alter  her  gmn4 
system  of  maritime  law ;  that  sbe  has  told  yon  so 
over  and  over  again !  Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  may  I 
be  allowed  to  use  that  gentleman's  elegant  ex* 
pressions  ?  If  I  may,  I  will  observe  that  I  aoi 
much  disffosted  with  those  eternal,  reiterated  an4 
magnified  assertions  of  the  power  of  this  King  of 
Ghreat  Britain,  made  in  order  to- deter  xa  from 
acting  in  behalf  and  for  the  rights  and  interest  of 
our  own  country. 

Sir,  are  these  arguments,  if  they  may  be  sc 
called,  to  prevent  or  dissuade  ns  frona  enacdntf 
laws,  rules,  and  regulations,  for  the  protection  and 
security  of  our  own  commercial  rights  and  aaTi* 
gation  ?  Sir,  I  find  here  a  great  deal  of  snbmia- 
sion  and  cupidity,  but  no  argument*  Must  all 
our  laws  be  formed  to  suit  the  will  of  our  enc^ 
mies  7  Shall  we  do  nothing  to  secure  our  own 
rights  ?  Oh,  no  I  we  are  told ;  Briuio  will  retail* 
ate.  Such  are  the  sentiments  of  those  gentUi- 
men ;  I  trust  they  ncTer  will  be  such  as  I  shall 
entertain. 

A  g[entleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  SniiVBT) 
has  said  that  he  hoped  that  he  should  never  sec 
the  day  that  an  American  should  be  so  degraded 
as  to  stand  in  a  work-shop,  and  that  agrieultiivc 
and  commerce  were  the  only  proper  pursuits  of 
the  American  people,  and  he  hoped  that  thf 
American  people  would  never  debase  themselvca 
so  far  as  to  become  manufacturers.  Sir,  I  hope 
that  I  will  see  the  day  that  we  shall  be  sof^ied 
with  our  own  manufactures^  I  have  seen  mc* 
chanics  that  would  not  think  themselves  madi 
honored  by  shaking  hands  with  thai  gentlciann 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1828 


HISTORY  OP  CONGRESS. 


1324 


H*  OF  R. 


American  Navigaiion  Act. 


January,  1810. 


or  any.  ^ntlemaa  on  this  floor — and  when  I  so 
aay  I  mean  no  disrespect  to  the  House.  Sir,  is  a 
mechanic  less  comfortable  or  more  debased  io  fol- 
lowing his  industry  in  a  good  work-shop,  than  a 
sailor,  a  ploughman,  a  scytheman  or  a  laborer  in 
the  field,  or  one  that  tills  the  soil?  No,  sir;  1 
think  he  is  not  degraded. 

A  gentleman  from  Carolina  (Mr.  Macon)  says, 
in  vindication  of  this  bill,  that  the  non-intercourse 
iseluded,and  allowed  on  all  hands  to  be  ineffective; 
that  he  cannot  see  how  it  ever  came  to  be  passed. 
He  says  he  is  an  embargo-man  and  never  denied 
it,  and  if  it  had  been  adhered  to,  it  would  have  an- 
swered every  purpose.  But  it  was  given  up  for 
the  non-intercourse,  and  how  it  ever  came  to  pass, 
he  cannot  account.  He  says,  he  never  heard  that 
it  had  a  single  friend  in  or  out  of  this  House,  that 
he  had  never  heard  a  single  man  in  the  House 
raise  his  voice  in  its  favor.  Now,  sir,  I  would 
ask^  how  it  came  to  pass  into  a  law  by  so  large  a 
majority  of  both  Houses  and  without  a  single 
friend  ?  Now,  sir,  is  this  the  fact  ?  To  me  it 
appears  very  different.  I  remember  well  that  at 
1  or  2  of  the  clock  at  night,  or  rather  the  morning, 
that  it  was  passed,  I  for  one  spoke  in  favor  of  it; 
the  embargo  was  to  be  given  up  and  this  was  sub- 
stituted as  a  stronger  measure,  and  less  objection- 
able. I  then  thought  it  a  stronger  measure  than 
the  embargo,  I  think  so  now ;  and  permit  me  to 
ask  that  sen tleihan  what  it  was  that  brought  the 
British  Government,  by  their  Minister  here,  Mr. 
Erskine,  to  propose  to  our  Qovernment  a  repeal 
of  their  Orders  in  Council  on  condition  that  we 
would  repeal  the  non-intercourse,  (for  the  embargo 
at  that  time  was  repealed.^  and  enter  into  an  ar- 
nungement  with  us.  I  feel  myself  authorized  to 
sayj  that  it  was  the  non-intercourse,  and  the  pro- 
positions made  by  Mr.  Erskine  prove  it  to  be  so. 

Another  objection  is  raised  to  the  bill.  Eng- 
land will  retaliate ;  we  shall  have  no  commerce ; 
and  what  will  our  merchants  do  with  their  vast 
capital,  is  asked  ?  I  would  say,  that  if  there  is  such 
ft  vast  capital,  let  a  part  of  it  be  employed  in  es- 
tablishing manufactories,  and  a  part  of  our  popu- 
lation turn  their  attention  and  industry  that  way, 
and  there  will  be  no  complaint  of  inactive  capital. 
This  will  support  domestic  manufactures.  They 
in  their  turn  will  take  off  that  surplus  of  raw  ma- 
terials and*  provisions  that  is  now  exported,  or  at 
least  a  great  part  of  it,  and  that  part  that  you  do 
export  will  command  the  better  price.  By  this 
means  the  farmer  will  have  a  market  at  his  door 
and  his  coat  also.  When  we  do  so,  then  shall  we 
be  independent  and  not  before.  Ah  1  but  say  gen- 
tlemen on  my  right,  if  you  pass  this  bill  it  will  lead 
to  war.    War!  war  I  is  continually  reiterated. 

Do  gentlemen  mean  by  such*  means  to  deter  us 
from  farming  and  passing  municipal  laws  to  reg- 
ulate our  own  concerns,  and  protect  our  own 
property?  Sir,  war  is  a  great  calamity,  and 
oojgfkt  to  be  avoided  by  everv  proper  means ;  but 
if  it  must  come  to  that,  I  shall  not  shrink  from  it. 
I  know  what  it  is ;  I  have  felt  and  seen  it  in  all 
its  terrors.  I  also  know  what  the  King  of  Great 
Britain  can  do,  and  have  so  known  ever  since 
the  year  1774. 


Now,  sir,  as  to  the  bill,  I  have  not  much  to  say 
in  favor  of  it ;  but  it  sppears  to  me  that  the 
House  is  about  to  repeal  the  non-intercourse, 
and  that  this  bill,  with  some  other  restrictive 
measures,  will  take  the  place  of  it.  It  has  been 
brought  forward  by  the  Committee  of  Foreign- 
Relations,  and  presented  to  me  as  a  part  of  a  sys- 
tem, with  such  as  shall  be  added,  to  enable  the 
•Executive  to  treat  with  the  belligerents  with 
greater  facility  and  advantage,  and  in  this  point 
of  view  I  accept  of  it,  and  shall  vote  for  the  pass- 
ing of  it.  I  have  no  further  observations  ta 
make. 

Messrs.  Livermorb,  Sawyer,  and  Milnos^ 
spoke  against  the  bill. 

And  the  House  adjourned  without  taking  ft 
question. 


Thursoat,  January  25. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting 
a  statement  of  moneys  paid  during  the  last  year, 
on  accodnt  of  miscellaneous  claims  not  other- 
wise provided  for,  and  a  statement  of  contracts 
made  during  the  same  year,  by  or  under  his  di- 
rection ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson, 

Ordered^  That  the  memorial  of  Return  J» 
Meigs,  junior,and  others,  witnesses  against  Aaron 
Burr  at  his  late  trial  in  Richmond,  presented  on 
the  9th  of  November,  1807,  be  referred  to  Mr.  J. 
G.  Jackson,  Mr.  Hollano,  and  Mr.  Lyon,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon  to  the  House. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dana  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  it  is  proper  by  law  to  establish  per- 
manent regulations  applicable  to  cases  of  merchant 
▼essels  allowed  to  be  armed  for  defence  in  Toyagea 
which  may  be  permitted  to  ports  of  the  West  Indies,^ 
or  coasts  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  or  the  Mediterranean, 
or  Baltic  Sea,  and  accordingly  to  provide  for  the  IVir- 
nishing  of  such  letters  of  permission,  or  other  doca- 
mentary  evidence,  as  may  be  proper  to  manifest  tho 
defensive  character  of  the  armament  allowed,  and  at 
the  same  time,  by  law,  to  require  securities  for  the  ves- 
sels respectiTely,  that  thej  shall  not  proceed  to  any 
port  known  to  be  actually  blockaded,  nor  carry  articles 
contraband  of  war  to  the  dominion  of  a  belligerent 
Power,  nor  violate  the  laws  or  treaties  of  the  United 
States,  or  the  rules  of  public  law  by  the  United  States 
acknowledged,  but  will  observe  the  instructions  which 
may  be  given  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  preventing  any  such  violation,  and  that  satisfiiction 
shall  be  mads  for  all  damages  and  injuries,  if  any 
should  be  committed  in  contravention  thereof. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTER,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  twenty-seventh  ultimo,  to  inquire  into* 
the  expediency  of  allowing  an  additional  judge 
to  the  Mississippi  Territory,  to  reside  in  Madison 
county,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read^ 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
whom  is  committed  the  bill  extending  the  right 
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of  waffn^e  to  the  citizens  of  Madison  county,  in 
the  Mississippi  Territorf . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim, 

Jtem)hetL  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  direct- 
ed to  report  to  this  Honse  his  opinion  relative  to 
the  sofficiencf  of  the  musJtets  furnished  for  the 
use  of  the  United  States  marked  ^*  Springfield." 
AMERICAN  NAVIGATION  ACT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  '^concerning  commercial  intercourse  with 
Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Anderson.— I  rise,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  assure 
Tou  with  great  reluctance ;  but  I  cannot  reconcile 
It  to  myself  to  remain  silent  on  a  question  that 
in  my  view  involves  the  honor  of  my  country. 
Of  all  questions  .that  can  come  before  us,  those 
afeetiog  our  national  rights  and  honor,  as  an  in- 
dependent nation,  demand  our  earnest  attention, 
and  best  support.  Sir,  we  have  arrived  at  a  point 
where  it  is  difficult  to  remain,  dangerous  to  ad- 
Tance,  but  infamous  to  recede — and  will  the  rep- 
reaenutives  of  a  free  people,  by  adopting  the  bill 
sow  before  us,  choose  the  latter?  I  sincerely 
hope  not ;  but  I  do  hope  that  a  spirit  consistent 
with  the  dignity  of  the  nation  may  animate  us, 
mnd  that  under  its  proud  influence  we  shall  never 
consent  to  see  the  honor  of  our  country  immola- 
ted on  the  alur  of  avarice.  I  beg  gentlemen  to 
turn  (heir  eyes  to  the  period  of  the  first  session  of 
Iha  10th  Congress,  and  review  the  resolutions 
then  entered  into,  and  the  solemn  declarations 
made,  viz :  that  no  commercial  intercourse  could 
be  permitted  with  England  and  France  while 
their  unjust  edicts  were  continued  in  force,  with- 
out a  surrender  of  our  rights,  our  honor,  and  our 
independence.  Hence  it  must,  I  think,  forcibly 
strike  every  mind,  that  those  resolves,  and  sub- 
sequent measured  adopted  to  sustain  this  honor 
and  independence,  and  defend  those  rights,  should 
be  a  sure  pledge  to  the  American  people  that  you 
will  never  tamely  surrender  them.  And,  sir, 
after  placing  your  nation  on  this  high  ground, 
and  the  same  causes  still  existing  which  induced 
you  to  assume  it,  would  it  not  be  desradinff  to  our 
country,  and,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  will  it  not 
be  considered  as  a  pusillanimous  act  to  descend 
from  it?  Certainly,  sir,  it  will— and  not  only  so, 
but,  wanting  that  becoming  spirit  of  freemen,  we 
should  be  exposed  to  the  derision  of  every  nation 
o/  Europe,  and  our  flag  treated  with  contempt  by 
all.  Sir,  what  does  this  bill,  fraught  as  it  is  with 
imbecility,  conteinplate  ?  Is  it  not  a  direct  trade 
with  that  very  Government  with  whom  you 
have  pledged  your  nation,  under  existing  circum- 
stances, you  will  have  no  intercourse,  and  who 
at  this  time  prescribes  bounds  for  every  Ameri- 
can vessel  that  sails  on  the  ocean,  and  interrupts 
your  best  commerce  with  other  nations?  Sir.  if 
this  bill  now  on  your  table  should  pass,  what  will 
be  the  inference?  The  answer  is  plain.  It 
would  be  a  virtual  recognition  of  the  British 
Orders  in  Council,  and  a  surrender  of  those  just 
rights  for  which  so  many  years  we  have  been 
eooteoding,  and  which  the  great  Leviathan  is 


endeavoring  to  wrest  from  us.  Sir,  these  cob- 
web laws,  such  as  the  one  now  presented  to  us, 
in  the  present  disposition  of  Great  Britain,  are 
only  calculated  to  entangle,  and  instead  of  lead^ 
ing  us  out,  will  plunge  us  farther  into  this  weak 
system  we  have  too  long  been  pursuing.  Has 
not  experience  sufficiently  convinced  us  that  this 
tranquil  spirit,  which,  content  with  viewing  in 
cool  philosophy  the  injustice  of  a  foreign  nation, 
without  pursuing  measures  to  assert  the  rights 
and  diffnity  of  our  own,  is  only  to  invite  further 
abuse?  Look  into  public  as  well  as  through  pri- 
vate life,  and  you  will  find  submission  provohes 
insult.  If  we  do  not  respect  ourselves,  we  shall 
never  be  respected.  There  is  no  safety  without 
honor — peace  is  the  prize  of  courage,  and  can 
only  be  maintained  by  the  reputation  of  your 
arms.  Sir,  we  have  too  long  borne  the  weight 
of  accumulated  wrongs  from  the  British  Gh}vern- 
ment,  which  seems  to  delight  in  a  consistent 
course  of  turpitude  and  hectoring  Insolence ;  and* 
I  think  we  have  had  strong  testimony  in  recent 
transactions  with  that  Government,  that  our 
weak  measures  are  only  laughed  at,  and,  if  cod* 
tinned,  will  lead  us  to  humility  and  contempt. 
Remonstrances  and  appeals  to  public  justice,  I 
believe  the  most  moderate  among  us  begin  to 
be  tired  and  weary  of  the  repetition  of,  and  that 
reasoning  and  commercial  regulations  are  but 
poor  defence  against  power — and  being  fully 
satisfied  of  this  truth,  shall  we  again  resort  to 
this  temporizing,  fluctuating,  and  indecisive  con- 
duct, which  is  only  calculated  to  ofier  the  pro- 
perty of  your  citizens  an  easy  prey  to  the  tyrant 
of  the  ocean,  without  the  means  of  retribution  ? 
Sir,  the  most  solid  basis  of  a  Government  is 
its  honor  and  courage,  and  we  cannot  be  too 
tenacious  of  them — and  this  is  a  crisis  at  which 
we  should  properly  appreciate  those  valuable 
traits  in  the  character  of  the  American  people; 
and  instead  of  this  submissive,  puerile  bill,  adopt 
such  measures  of  energy  as  will  guaranty  the 
honor  of  our  nation,  andf  enable  us  to  defend  our 
rights  compatibly  with  the  dignity  and  honor  of 
a  free  and  independent  people.  The  bill  now 
under  consideration,  if  adopted,  will,  it  appears 
to  me,  give  this  humiliating  answer  to  {ffl  the 
aggressions,  hostility,  perfidy  and  insolence  of 
the  British  Government,  viz:  that  we  will  no 
longer  contend  for,  but  surrender  our  rights,  and 
with  them,  prostrate  our  honor  to  the  lash  with 
whichj  for  some  years,  you  have  scourged  us ;  we 
will  submit,  and  voluntarily  open  a  direct  trade 
with  you,  and  consent  to  accept  that  pittance  of 
commerce  you  are  pleased  to  allow  us.  This  I 
think  is  nearly  a  correct  construction  of  the  Ian-* 
guage  this  bill  presents  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment— and  will  those  who  now  guide  the  desti- 
nies of  this  nation  consent  to  purchase  a  precarious 
commerce  by  such  infamous  submission?  1  sin- 
cerely hope  not,  sir.  This  bill  now  submitted  to 
us,  should  it  progress  into  a  law,  appears  to  me 
like  a  peace  offering,  or  a  boon  to  the  British 
tyrant  for  fear  of  greater  enormities.  Be  as- 
sured that  this  mode  of  buying  a  peace  is  not 
the  way  to  prevent  the  calamities  of  war.    The 
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savage  of  our  '^roods  bas  nothing  in  view  bat 
boQiY  >  aiHl  if  he  is  sure  of  gaining  it,  bis  motives 
to  frequent  incursions  grow  the  stronger.  This 
is  certainly  a  new  way  of  repelling  the  plunderer 
•by  holding  forth  the  booty  that  invites  bim ;  and 
1  think  that  experience  has  proved  to  us  that  the 
<!abiBet  of  England  has  no  hesitation  as  to  the 
means,  so  long  as  they  lead  to  the  accoinplish- 
ment  of  her  base  designs;  and  whilst  this  Power 
is  quietly  permitted  to  continue  her  immense 
tramc,  and  deprive  other  nations  of  the  free  use 
of  the  seas,  and  shut  them  out  from  the  just  rights 
<of  commerce,  neutrals  will  always  suffer  under  a 
desolating  piracy.  Sir,  these  are  facts  too  plain, 
and  too  s^ensibly  felt  to  be  denied,  and  yet  you 
are  about  to  adopt  a  measure,  not  only  weak  in 
itself,  but  one,  under  the  existing  state  of  things, 
that  will  blast  your  country's  honor,  and  produce 
more  food  for  the  maw  of  that  rapacious  mon&^ter 
of  the  ocean. 

Some  gentleman  has  said  that  the  genius  and 
spirit  of  the  American  people  lead  to  peace  and 
commerce,  and  not  to  war.    This,  on  f^eneral 

frinciples,  and  in  nearly  all  cases,  I  admit ;  and 
do  myself  deprecate  war,  and  am  as  desirous  of 
peace  as  any  gentleman  on  this  floor,  provided  a 
mode  can  be  devised  that  will  supersede  submis- 
fiioB,  and  pifedicated  on  principles  that  will  be 
honorable  to  our  nation.  But  I  cannot  tbink 
with  some  gentlemen  in  the  present  case,  under 
occurrences  of  butchery,  murder,  insidious  acts, 
and  insolent  language  of  Great  Britain,  that  my 
felloW'Citizens  will  tamely  view  these  great  enor- 
mities, nor  will  I  believe  that  the  spirit  of  '76  is 
so  much  impaired  in  the  breast  of  my  country- 
men, that  they  will  consent  to  this  degrading 
measure,  which  goes  to  a  surrender  of  our  rights, 
to  submission,  and  even  to  entomb  the  honor  of 
our  nation,  never  perhaps  to  rise  again.  And. 
sir,  all  this  sacrifice  is  to  be  made  for  a  commerce 
in  anticipation,  inconsiderable  and  uncertain ;  for, 
when  our  commerce  was  free  as  the  wind  that 
wafts  it.  Great  Britain  only  employed  about 
40,000  of  the  American  tonnage,  and  the  proba- 
bility is,  that  under  the  control  which  England 
will  be  put  in  possession  of  from  this  regulation, 
she  will  not  employ  more  than  half  that  quantity ; 
and  at  the  same  time  it  should  be  taken  into  view 
that  even  this  is  extremely  precarious,  for  there 
Is  very  little  doubt  with  me  that  England  will 
have  recourse  to  a  countervailing  policy.  If  so, 
a  place  of  deposite  will  be  established,  (and  that 
place,  perhaps,  Halifax,)  to  which  the  different 
articles  of  American  produce  will  be  taken,  and 
in  this  case  the  British  ships  will  reap  the  benefit 
of  this  carrying  trade. 

Sir,  some  gentlemen  may  say  that  the  British 
Government  is  too  much  interested  in  selling  her 
manufactures  to  adopt  these  countervailing  laws; 
ixutj  sir,  it  does  appear  to  me  that  the  hostile  dis- 
position and  hatred  that  Great  Britain  bears  to 
the  American  nation,  is  such  that  this  is  the  very 
policv  she  will  adopt,  and  rely  on  the  success  she 
may  have  in  running  her  ^oods  into  our  country, 
which,  I  have  my  fears,  will  be  but  too  flattering. 
The  features  of  this  weak  bill  will  immediately 


open  to  the  view  of  fia^and,  the  course  to 
Canada,  as  a  very  convenient  way  to  steal  hev 
goods  into  the  United  States,  and  her  maaulactures 
will  be  stowed  on  board  her  own  ships,  and  hy 
this  route  will  be  enabled  (with  the  assistance 
no  doubt  of  many  who  will  always  be  ready)  to 
run  them  without  detection  into  this  country,  bf 
which  means  the  United  States  will  be  robbed  of 
the  duties  by  these  peculators ;  and  hence  will 
commence,  and  very  probably  continue,  such  a 
sc^ne  of  smuggling  as  bas  never  yet  been  known 
in  this,  and  perhaps  any  other  country.  Bat, 
sir,  my  principal  objection  to  this  bill  is  not  be- 
cause the  commerce  which  it  contemplates  is  Id- 
considerable  and  precarious,  but  because  it  goes 
to  reco^ise  any  commercial  intercourse  what- 
ever with  Great  Britain  under  her  present  re- 
strictive laws;  for,  in  taking  a  retrospect  of  all 
transactions  for  three  years,  between  this  and  the 
British  nation,  I  cannot  view  this  measure  in  any 
other  way  than  as  absolute  submission ;  and  there 
is  no  commercial  consideration,  however  flatter- 
ing or  profitable,  sMall  ever  induce  me  to  barter 
the  honor  of  my  country.  Sir,  at  an  epoch  so 
momentous  as  the  present,  our  policy,  in  my 
opinion,  should  be  an  early  preparation  for  the 
worst,  and  the  adoption  of  some  means  to  get 
your  citizens'  property  safe  at  home ;  an^  for  that 
reason  I  would  prefer,  to  that  odious  bill  now  on 
your  table,  one  authorizing  an  embargo  for  seventy 
or  eighty  days,  by  which  your  vessels  would  be 
safely  moored  in  the  American  ports,  and  if  at 
that  period  England  did  not  cease  her  piracy  on 
our  property,  and  offer  such  terms  of  restitution 
as  could  be  honorably  accepted  by  our  Govern- 
ment, I  would  then  grant  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal.  And,  sir,  rather  than  give  my  assent  to 
this  degrading  measure,  which  in  my  view  will 
mark  my  country  with  dishonor,  and  be  recorded 
as  a  stain  in  the  history  ofthis  nation,  I  would 
go  further;  I  would  call  forth  the  resources  of 
the  nation,  present  a  firm  front,  sustain  our 
honor,  defend  our  rights  and  independence,  and 
not  suffer  them  tamely  to  fall  at  the  feet  of  a 
tyrant  without  a  struggle.  Sir.  I  cannot,  nor 
will  I  ever  consent  that  the  remaining  columns  of 
the  American  temple  of  liberty  and  independeoee 
shall  be  struck  away,  and  that  noble  structure, 
which  has  been  reared  at  ^he  expense  of  ao 
much  blood  and  treasure,  tumble  into  ruin*  I 
shall  give  the  bill  my  hearty  negative. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb  spoke  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Troup  offered  the  following  section,  as  au 
amendment  to  the  bill : 

« Bt  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  vessel,  the 
property  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  bound  to 
a  port  permitted  by  this  act,  shall  be  captured  on  her 
voyage  by  the  armed  vessels  of  Great  Britain  or  France, 
and  condemned  in  virtue  of  the  orders  or  decrees  of 
either,  violating  the  neutral  rights  of  the  United 
States,  the  President  is  hereby  aotiboriied  and  required, 
on  demand  of  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  vessel, 
forthwith  to  issue  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal  to 
such  owner  or  owners,  authorising  the  eaptoring  mad 
bringing  in  for  adjudication  the  ships  or  vessels  of  the 
Power  under  whose  order  or  deeree  the  said  captuia 


Digitized  by 


Google 


13» 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSS. 


13S0 


Jakoast,  1610. 


Amnricmi  Namgaium  Ad, 


H.  OF  R. 


PHividtdt  fuverthek$$,  It  shall  not  be 
lawM  far  the  Preadrnt  to  grast  loiters  of  merque  end 
•eptieel  in  cenibrmitj  with  the  ehore  proTision,  anleM 
dae  eiid  eetisfiulory  proof  be  exhibited  thet  the  own- 
er or  owneis  entitled  to  the  seme  is  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  trading  in  conformitj  with  the  provis- 
ions of  this  aeC,  and  ttiat  the  captare  and  oondemna- 
lion  were  made  nnder  the  orders  ur  deoreee  of  the 
Power  making  the  same.*' 

This  amendmeDt  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Tall- 
MADQC,  FiSK,  Bibb,  Dah a,  and  SmiliEj  and  sup- 
ported by  Mr.  Troup,  who,  however,  withdrew 
the  modoo  sabsequently. 

Mr.  MoNTooMEBY  movcd  the  following  as  a 
new  section  to  the  bill : 

Jmd  be  a  fiiHhtr  tnaetedj  That  the  President  be, 
end  he  ie  hmbj,  antborized  to  give  instraetions  to  the 
I  mill  in  ill  IS  of  the  armed  vessels  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  to  seiM  within  the  United  States,  or 
within  fooi  leegnes  of  the  coast  thereof,  any  vessel  for 
efvasiona  or  visletions  of  dus  law,  and  to  bring  the 
same  into  eny  port  of  the  United  Statei^  or  Territories 
theteoC  for  adjndioation. 

After  debate,  in  which  Messrs.  Key,  Macon, 
and  Smilib,  opp^ped.  and  Messrs.  Eppes,  Rhea, 
of  Tennessee,  and  Montgomery,  supported  it ; 
the  amendment  was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays — 
73  to  63. 

The  QoestioQ,  "  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed  and 
read  a  third  time  ?"  was  then  decid^  in  the  af- 
firmative by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows : 

TsAS — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John 
Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwell,  William 
Bntler,  Joseph  Calhonn,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Coehran, 
yawns  Cox,  Henry  Criit,  Richard  Cntts,  John  Daw- 
eon,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Bas^iUai  Gannett,  Barent  Cbrdenier,  Gideon  Gardner, 
David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Edwin  Gray, 
Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Ben- 
jamin Howard,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones, 
Thnnas  Kenan,  WiHiam  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Aami  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Ar- 
ehihald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Plsassnt  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nichobs  R. 
Moere,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
Ndeon,  Tkomes  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Peter  B. 
Poitsc,  John  Reaof  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
neesee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  SmUie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Ardiibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Whitehill,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon— 72. 

Nats — Wflliam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Daniel 
BlaiedeU,  James  Breckenridge,  John  C.  Chamberiain, 
Wifliatn  Chamberlin,  Bpaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  William 
Crawford,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenpcnrt,  junior, 
Jeamh  Deeha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Charies 
Goidbhorongh,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Na- 
thaniel A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob 
Hnftj,  Ridiard  Jackson,  jr.,  Rd>ert  Jenkins,  Herman 
Knickerbocker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loo  Liv- 
ermon,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Wiiinaa  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.Moeely,  Gurdon  S.  Mum- 
fBvd,ThoauM  Newbold,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junioc,  John 


Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qeincy,  Erastus  Root, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert, 
William  Stedman,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stnr* 
gee,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van  RensMlser,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Laban  Wheaton,  Exekiel  Whitman,  and  Jemee 
Wilson— 65. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  read  the  third 
time  on  Saturday  next. 


Fbiday,  January  26. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate  of 
Samuel  G.  East;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-day. 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Morbov, 
,  JResdved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  a  per- 
son to  compile  a  digest  of  such  laws  of  the  uni- 
ted States,  resolutions  of  the  Congress  under  the 
Confederation,  and  proelamation^i,  as  ha?e  rela- 
tion to  the  public  lands,  and  to  provide  for  the 
printing  of copies. 

The  bill  extending  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the 
eitizens  oi  Madison  county,  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  went  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  naving  been  amended,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pom DBXTBR,  so  as  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Mississippi  Terri- 
tory, to  reside  in  Madison  county. 

The  bills  for  the  relief  of  Jared  Shattuck;  for 
the  relief  of  Joseph  Joshua  Dyster ;  and  for  the 
relief  of  William  Hawkins,  each  passed  through 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

These  several  bills  were  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Isaac  Briggs  was  di«- 
cussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole^  but  disa- 
greed to,  and  afterwards  refused  a  third  reading 
by  the  House. 

Satuboay,  January  37. 

The  Spbacbb  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting  his  re- 
port 00  the  petition  of  Henley  McFarlane,  refer- 
red to  him  on  the  twenty-fourth  insUnt;  which 
was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wbitbian, 

Ordertd,  That  the  Message  from  the  Preei- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  of  the  twelfth  instanti 
respecting  captures  and  condemnations  of  the 
ships  and  merchandise  of  the  citizens  of  the  Unt» 
ted  States,  under  authority  of  the  Goyernment 
of  Denmark,  be  referred  to  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  that  part  of  the  President's  Message, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  8e3sion,  which  re- 
lates to  our  foreign  relations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mobrow, 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in,  pur^ 
suant  to  the  resolution  agreed  to  yesterday,  respeclr 
ing  a  digest  of  the  land  laws  of  tne  United  States; 
and  that  the  Committee  oa  the  Public  Laji4s  4*0 
prepare  aid  bring  in  the  eamt. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1331 


BISTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1332 


H.  OP  R. 


Calljbr  Papers — American  Navigation  Act 


January,  1810. 


CALL  FOR  PAPERS. 

Mr.  MoBELET  rose  to  offer  a  rei^olution  calling 
for  information.  He  quoted  the  Message  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States  at  the  commence- 
ment  of  the  session  in  relation  to  our  affairs  with 
France.  The  President  had  referred  the  House 
to  the  correspondence  laid  before  them  to  show 
the  state  of  our  affairs  with  France.  Now,  this 
correspondence  consisted  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Champagny,  which  Mr.  Armstrong,  in  an  ex- 
tract of  a  letter  from  him,  declares  to  be  the  de- 
finitive answer  of  the  Emperor  of  France  to  the 
propositions  made  to  him  by  the  American  Qor- 
ernment.  What  these  propositions  were  was  not 
anywhere  stated.  Being  desirous  to  obtain  in- 
formation on  this  stibject,  he  moved  the  following 
resolution : 

Reaohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Ho#ee 
copies  of  the  several  communications  made  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  France  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  vest- 
ed by  Congress  in  the  Executive,  as  mentioned  in  the 
Presidenfs  Me$9age  to  Congress  at  the  eommeneement 
of  the  seaeiout  except  such  parts  thereof  as  may,  in 
his  opinion,  require  secrecy, 

Mr.  Rbea,  of  Tennessee,  moved  an  amend- 
ment calling  for  information  as  well  as  to  Great 
Britain  as  to  France. 

Mr.  Dana  remarked,  that  this  amendment 
would  involve  an  absurdity,  because  the  Presi- 
dent had,  in  his  Message,  made  no  such  allusions 
to  correspondence  with  Great  Britain  as  the  res- 
olution stated  him  to  have  made  as  to  France. 

Mr.  Sbeffbt  moved  to  add  to  the  amendment 
the  words  "  not  already  communicated.'* 

Mr.  Eppes,  presuming  the  object  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  was  to  obtain  a  full 
statement  of  all  the  propositions  made  to  those 
Governments,  therefore  moved  to  strike  out  the 
words  in  itcUic^  and  include  Great  Britain  as  well 
as  France  in  the  call,  which  would  embrace  all 
the  information  the  gentleman  wanted. 

Mr.  Moselt  accepted  the  amendment  as  a 
part  of  his  motion. 

Mr.  McKee  moved  that  the  resolution  should 
lie  on  the  table  for  consideration. — Agreed  to  by 
yeas  and  nays,  73  to  53,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wil- 
liam W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joeeph  Cal- 
houn, Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb, 
Jame«  Cochran,  James  Cox,  WilUam  Crawford,  Hen- 
ty  Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Jfisk, 
Banillai  Gannett,  Thomas  Gholson,  junior,  Daniel 
Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William 
Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Samuel  Mc- 
Kee, Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Saw- 
yer, Ebenexer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 


Samuel  Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  Richard  Stanlbfd, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  WitherqK>on. 

Nats — Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,  WilUam  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditaa 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Danm, 
John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  James  EmoU, 
David  8.  Garland,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Jonathan  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Robert  Jenkins,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lew- 
is, junior,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Yin- 
cent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin 
Pickman,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ross,  Daniel  Shefiiey, 
John  Stanley,  William  Stedman,  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggmrt, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabec  Uphaai,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson. 

AMERICAN  NAVIGATION  ACT. 

The  engrossed  bill  '^  concerning  commercial 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  France  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was 
read  a  third  time ;  and,  on  the  question,  "  Shall 
the  bill  pass?" 

Mr.  Stubges  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  Monday  next. — Neg- 
atived, 58  to  38. 

Mr.  MuMFonn  opposed  the  bill. 

Mr.  FiSK  supported  it. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Sturoes  to 
adjourn.— Negatived,  51  to  46. 

Mr.  McKee  advocated  the  bill,  and  then  the 
House  adjourned — 63  to  45. 


MoNUAT,  January  29. 

Qn  motion  of  Mr.  Sbtbbrt,  the  memorial  of 
the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
presented  on  the  26th  of  March.  1808,  was  refer- 
red to  Mr.  Montgomery,  Mr.  t>ANA,  Mr.  Bas* 
SETT,  Mr.  Seaver,  Mr.  Setbbrt,  Mr.  Gold,  and 
Mr.  Taylor,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  there  be  printed,  for  the  use  of 
the  House,  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  on  public  credit,  which  treats  of 
establishing  a  National  Bank,  dated  the  13th  of 
December,  1790.  Also,  the  report  of  the  present 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  same  subject, 
made  to  the  Senate  on  the  2d  of  March,  1809. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Harry  Caldwell  and  Amasa 
Jackson,  Jeremiah  Reynolds  and  Lievin  Jones,'' 
with  an  amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 
Mr.  Rhba  offered  the  following  resolution : 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  iottructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
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American  Navigation  Act, 
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esey  of  laying  additional  deties  on  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  of  the  £^owlb,  produce, 
or  manofacture,  of  France,  or  tne  dependencies 
tiiereof,  and  which  may  be  imported  into  the 
United  States,  or  the  Territories  thereof. 

Mr.  R.  obsenred  that,  in  presenting  this  resolu- 
tioa,  bis  intention  was,  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  might  take  the  subject  of  it 
nnder  consideration,  and  report  fully  and  ezten- 
siTely  OQ  it.  He  said  he  contemplated  the  case 
in  different  points  of  view,  liz :  the  committee 
may  report  additional  duties  to  so  great  an  extent 
<m  certain  articles,  not  very  necessary  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  woiild,  in  effect,  operate  as  a  prohi- 
bition on  them ;  that,  on  articles  necessary,  the 
committee  might  report  an  additional  duty,  small 
ia  proportion  to  their  necessity  ;  and  that  encour- 
agement, consequently,  might  be  given  to  the 
manufaetnrers  of  this  nation.  He  said  that  be 
noticed  these  things,  at  this  time,  not  for  any  pur- 
pose other  than  that  a  full  report  might  be  made 
on  the  sobjecL  He  did  not  design  to  ask  a  refer- 
ence of  the  resolution  at  this  time,  but  was  will- 
ing it  should  lie  on  the  table ;  and,  at  a  day  not 
far  distant,  he  would  call  it  up,  together  with 
another  resolution  of  a  similar  nature,  which  he 
intended  immediately  to  offer  for  the  considera- 
tion of  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Eppes  said,  that  the  subject  embraced  by 
the  resolution  had  been  already  taken  up  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  and  a  letter  had 
been  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
to  know  to  what  extent  the  present  duties  could 
be  augmented  without  injury  to  the  revenue  of  the 
Unit^  Sutes.  This  subject  bavinsr  been  men- 
tioned in  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  the  passage  of  the  resolution  would 
imply  a  censure  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  for  not  having  heretofore  reported  on  it. 

Mr.  Bacon  remarked  that  so  much  of  the  gen- 
tleman's object  as  related  to  manufactures  was 
specially  before  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  to 
whom  it  was  referred  at  the  last  session,  with  a 
direction  to  report  thereon  at  large. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Another  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Rhea, 
that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 


That  the  Committee  of  Wmys  and  Means 
be  instnietied  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying 
additional  duties  on  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufiustore,  of  France,  or 
the  depeDdescies  thereof  and  which  may  be  imported 
into  the  United  States,  or  any  of  the  Territories 
diereof: 
The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

AMERICAN  NAVIGATION  ACT. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  concerning  commercial  intercourse,  dbc.  The 
question  still  under  consideration  being  "  Shall 
this  bill  pass  ?" 

Mr.  Wheaton* — Mr.  Speaker :  The  great  ques- 
tion that  is  now  to  be  decided  by  this  House,  as  I 
anderstand  it,  is,  whether  the  bill  for  regulating 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  Qreat  Britain 


and  France  and  for  other  purposes,  which  has  so 
long  been  the  subject  of  discussion,  shall  or  shall 
not  pass  into  a  law. 

Upon  this  bill,  sir,  in  the  several  stages,  through 
which  it  has  passed,  I  have  purposely  forborne 
making  any  remarks;  but  with  steady  attention 
haveli&tened  to  thearguments  of  other  gentlemen, 
and  have  admired  the  ingenuity  with  which  they 
have,  on  both  sides, been  urged.  These  arffuments 
I  have  endeavored  to  weigh  in  equal  scales,  and^ 
having  found  the  balance  satisfactory  to  myselt, 
tbis^  together  with  my  own  reflections  on  the 
subject,  has  settled  an  oprnion  in  my  mind,  by 
which  duty  requires  that  I  should  be  guided  in 
the  important  decision  that  is  now  about  to  be 
made.  This  opinion  has  led  me  most  cordially 
to  unite  in  the  wishes  of  the  honorable  member 
who  conceived  the  bill,  that  it  might  be  dead 
born.*  But  notwithstanding  his  wishes  and  mine, 
and  the  fervent  prayers  of  many  more,  I  now  be- 
lieve it  will  be  labored  into  birth,  and  become  a 
living  *child.  At  the  same  time  I  believe,  that, 
notwithstanding  its  noble  descent,  (for  it  is  said 
to  have  been  begotten  in  the  palace,)  like  its  elder, 
but  ill-fated  brothers,  the  non-importation,  the 
embargo,  and  the  non-intercourse  laws,  it  will  live 
onrespected  and  die  unlamented. 

Some  parts  of  the  creature  seem  however  to 
strike  the  eyes  of  most  of  its  beholders  with  com- 
placency, if  not  with  a  charm.  Other  parts  are 
to  many  quite  unpleasant,  and  even  disgusting ; 
and  among  those  who  have  expressed  their  dislike, 
different  gentlemen  have  given  different  and  even 
opposite  reasons.  Some  think  it  has  too  mild  a 
countenance,  indicative  of  a  disposition  too  pacific; 
others  that  it  has  an  awful  irown  on  its  brow, 
that  may  be  terrible  even  to  distant  nations. 
To  me  it  appear^  too  feeble  for  war ;  too  full  of 
anger,  for  peace ;  and,  therefore,  I  dislike  the  whole 
of  It.  How,  indeed,  it  may  act,  and  what  will  be 
its  operations,  when  it  shall  arrive  at  full  life,  it 
is  impossible  for  me,  with  certainty,  to  predict  \ 
but  so  far  as  it  has  appeared,  in  its  present  em- 
bryo state,  it  has  not  a  leature^  limb,  nor  a  joint, 
that  is  pleasant  to  my  eye.  That  limb  that  ap^ 
pears  to  be  designed  to  smite  with  early  death 
the  non-intercourse  law,  I  should  indeed  be  pleased 
with,  if  it  were  on  a  different  body  and  had  its 
appropriate  name.  But  I  never  can  wish  the  ex- 
istence or  preserratlon  of  any  creature,  inereljr 
because  it  may  have  the  power,  and  the  disposi- 
tion too,  of  destroying  another  less  noxious  than 
itself. 

The  bill,  sir,  appears  to  me  to  contain  princi* 
pies  inconsistent  with  each  other,  and  which  I 
fear  will  prove  useless,  and  not  only  useless,  but 
very  mischievous  in  their  operation.  It  is  said 
by  some  of  its  advocates  to  be  of  a  very  harmleai 
nature,  a  mere  municipal  regulation.  If  so,  why 
is  it  not  made  to  extend  its  operations  to  all  the 
world,  without  being  confined  to  Great  Britain 


*  Alluding  to  Mr.  Macox's  motion,  that  the  bill 
might  expire  with  the  present  session  of  Congress, 
when,  t^  the  terms  of  it,  it  is  not  to  go  into  operation 
until  the  16th  of  April 
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and  France?  A^iost  both  those  nations  we 
have  long  been  complaining.  Wilt  this  be  likely 
to  have  any  effect  towards  reiDoring  the  cause  of 
those  complaints?  If  I  could  see  anything  in  it, 
to  encourage  such  a  hope,  it  would  be  highly 
ff ratifying  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  number  to  give 
It  the  effect  of  law.  It  is  not  pretended  that  it 
possesses  any  very  coercive  quality,  for  all  ac- 
KDOwledge  that  either  of  those  nations  are  able  to 
defeat  or  counteract,  at  pleasure,  all  its  operations 
towards  themselves  respectiveljr*  Whv  then  is 
there  a  clause  inserted  in  it,  giving  autnority  to 
the  President  to  suspend  its  operations  as  far  as 
may  respect  either  or  both  those  nations,  when- 
ever either  or  both  of  them  shall  rescind  their  ob- 
noxious orders  or  decrees  ?  Unless  we  give  him 
this,  as  we  did  the  non-intercourse  law,  to  barter 
away,  and  entertain  an  hope  that  he  may  make  a 
good  bargain  for  us,  with  this,  as  we  once  flattered 
ourselves  he  had  done  with  that.  That  would 
have  been  an  excellent  bargain  indeed  fas  it  is 
BOW  pretty  universally  acknowledged  tnat  the 
non-intercourse  law  was  never  worth  a  single 
cent,  and  therefore  insufficient  to  give  validity  to 
a  mere  parole  agreement,)  provided  the  thing  pro- 
posed in  exchaoee  had  been  authoritatively  con- 
veyed, and  there  had  been  no  flaw  in  the  title  deed. 
But  I  fear,  that  if  this  should  be  as  well  sold,  we 
should  be  equally  disappointed  as  to  the  pay. 

Sir,  it  is  to  be  presumed,  that  by  this  time  we 
have  pretty  well  learned  thej^rinciplesand  dispo- 
sitions of  those  nations  against  whom  we  have 
been  so  long  complaining,  and  the  power  thev 
possess  for  earrving  them  into  full  effect.  With 
our  own  situation,  the  temper  and  disposition  of 
our  people,  and  the  powers  of  resistance  we  pos- 
sess, we  ought  always  to  be  acquainted.  Is  it  not 
then  high  time,  that  we  should  come  to  a  fixed 
determination,  as  to  the  course  most  proper  and 
expedient  for  us  to  pursue ;  and  no  longer  halt 
between  two  opinions  7  If  war  will  best  answer 
our  purpose,  and  nothin|r  else  will  satisfy  us,  let 
OS  have  war,  and  have  it  immediately,  and  not 
keep  this  nation  in  a  perpetual  state  of  uncertainty 
and  alarm.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  a  war  of 
twelve  months  would  go  farther  towards  satisfy- 
ing the  people  of  this  countrv,  than  fifteen  months 
of  embargo  and  twelve  months  of  non-intercourse, 
put  together.  But  if  peaee  is  thought  the  most 
desirable,  as  well  as  the  most  expedient  in  our 
present  situation,  let  us  pursue  the  things  that 
make  for  peace,  and  not  keep  up  and  continue  a 
system  which  can  serve  no  other  purpose  but  to 
rex  and  irritate  those  whom  we  dare  not  fight. 

Some  gentlemen,  who,  in  the  course  of  this  dis- 
cussion, have  talked  the  loudest  for  war,  have, 
after  all,  lowered  down,  and  concluded  their  ful- 
minating speeches  by  acknowledging  that  such 
are  the  general  dispositions  of  our  people,  and 
such  the  situation  of  our  country,  (the  surplus  fund 
in  our  Treasury,  which  we  so  often  hear  of,  be- 
ing somehow  or  other  reduced,)  that  war  at  this 
moment  would  be  inexpedient.  If  this  be  the 
case,  why  should  we  be  pursuing  measures  whose 
probable  teodeocy  is  to  provoke  war  immediately  7 
The  time  may  not  be  submitted  to  our  choice.  It 


mav  eome  at  a  day  that  we  think  not  of,  and  find  cm 
still  unprepared.    Would  it  not  then  be  more  pnt- 
dent  in  us  to  look  to  our  real  situation,  to  consult 
the  solid  interests  of  our  country,  than  to  be  spend* 
ing  our  whole  time  in  devising  and  attemptins^ 
to  execute  projects  useless  to  ourselves,  and  which 
carry  nothing  with  them  to  those  who  have  of- 
fended us,  but  enipty  threats  and  vain  denuncia- 
tions?   Against  France,  to  be  sure,  not  only  the 
operations  but  the  language  of  our  Government 
has  been  gentle  and  mild.    Not  so  with  respect 
to  Great  Britain ;  although,  in  my  opinion,  mneh 
severer  trespasses  have  been  committed  on  o«r 
commercial  rights  by  the  former  than  by  the 
latter ;  at  the  same  time  that  we  have  had  a  dear- 
bought  treaty  with  the  former,  but  have  suffered 
our  treaty  with  the  latter,  under  which  the  coon- 
try  enjoyed  the  most  unexampled  prosperity,  to 
expire,  when  we  had  the  offer  of  its  renewal.  We 
know  that  the  British  nation  are  bad  enough,  but 
I  do  not  think  that  they  have  retained  and  en- 
grossed the  whole  of  human  depravity.    We  hare 
some  reason  to  believe,  that  our  ancestors,  though 
called  pious,  brought  with  them  a  portion  of  it  to 
this  country,  and  that  it  has  been  rolling  down 
through  the  veins  of  those  who  have  gone  before 
us,  until  a  full  share  has  come  into  our  possession. 
To  say  the  least  of  ourselves  in  this  respect,  we 
are  not  perfect.    And  having  our  portion  or  the 
moral,  we  have  not  quite  so  much  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  natural  evils  of  life.    We  are  perpet- 
ually calling  the  British  hard  names,  which,  how- 
ever, does  them  no  hurt,  and  can  do  us  no  ffood. 
How  often,  in  the  course  of  this  discussion,  hare 
we  heard  a  murdered  Pierce^  a  disgraced  Ches- 
apeake, and    Copenhagen    Jackson,    reso^nded 
through  this  Hall,  while  the  story  of  the  more 
tragic  scene  of  a  murdered  schoolmaster,  within 
the  limits  of  the  jurisdiction  of  Canada,  by  the 
hands  of  one  of  our  own  people,  has  not  been 
heard?    Let  me  ask,  sir,  it  an  entire  stranger, 
who  should  not  have  participated  in  our  feelings 
or  passions,  were  to  hear  our  debates  on  the  sub- 
ject of  our  foreign  relations,  would  not  be  ioclioed 
to  doubt  our  sincerity,  when  we  talk  of  our  desires 
for  peace  ?    But  I  am  not  afraid  to  declare  my 
wishes  for  peace,  even  at  the  risk  of  such  an  im- 
putation; or,  what  some  would  deem  more  un- 
pleasant still,  of  being  charged  with  an  iacliaation 
to  mean  and  unworthy  submission.    What  is  tbie 
submission,  at  which  we  all  feel  so  indignant  f 
To  submit,  if  I  understand  it,  is  a  verb  active,  and 
implies  something  voluntary,  a  willingness,  or 
complacency  in  the  situation,  to  which  we  may 
be  reduced.    But  enduring  the  things  we  cannot 
avoid  is  not  submission.    I  presume  it  would  not 
be  deemed  mean  submission  in  a  stripling,  that  he 
did  not  rashly  dare  the^iant  to  so  unequal  a  com- 
bat.   And  is  it  submission,  sir.  for  us  to  acknowl- 
edge that  two  are  less  than  four ;  that  a  gunboat 
is  not  equal  to  a  frigate;  that  the  Chesapeake 
dared  not  cope  with  the  Leopard ;  that  our  little       * 
Navy  is  less  than  the  navy  of  Great  Britain  ?    If      ^ 
this  be  submission,  then  are  we  in  a  proper  state       ' 
to  submit.    But  I  think  it  is  not.    No  gentleman 
can  be  more  reluctant  at  submission  than  myself. 
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Bat  I  am  bombi^  ««oogli  lo  stiy,  that  a  patient 
earioiasee  of  those  erilsaod  priTations,  which  we 
areftt  preseac  really  aaable  to  contrd,  especially 
wham  we  hare  so  many  advaata^es  withia  ovr 
power,  ia  eyideaoe  of  more  wisdom  and  dignity 
of  oharacter,  than  a  weak  and  onaTailing  resist- 
amaa.  Impatence  and  pride  hot  illy  accord  with 
eaeh  oilier.  Sonae  gentlemen  talk  much  of  the 
iaipartaDea  of  viaintaiBiiif  the  honor  of  out  tia- 
tkn.  Tiiai  this  is  an  important  object  I  agree. 
Bat  if  by  honor  is  meant  a  thing  that  may  be  se* 
toted  by  doing  justice,  lorimg  mercy  and  walking 
iMHBbly,  then  we  hare  ft  in  our  power  notwith- 
BlaBiiag  Brifieh  orders  or  Freacn  decrees ;  and 
need  not  go  to  war  for  it.  If  by  national  honor 
is  meant  nirtional  splendor  and  gaiety,  in  order  to 
ahiaiB  this,  we  nmist  turn  our  attention  to  the  ac- 

Sisitien  of  wealth,  and  let  not  the  enterpising 
ipoamon  of  oar  citizens  be  restraiiked  by  onr 
awa  regalatiom.  If  by  national  honor  is  meant 
a  ^tk  reseatineiit  of  real  or  supposed  injuries^ 
wnA  we  have  an  inclination  to  diseorer  it  in  this 
wM,  we  slwald  consider  well  whether  we  hare 
aMty  to  ffii^efiect  to  this  object,  lest  in  the  end 
are  be  eloched  with  shame. 

I  am,  sir,  as  aeaaible  as  any  one  ought  to  be,  of 
the  i»aries  we  bare  sastuoedfrom  theBrkish  and 
aba  horn  the  French,  thooffh  of  the  latter  little 
b  said  ;  bat  f  oti^  to  war  with  either  in  the  proBent 
staatioB  of  onr  eovntry,  especially  the  former, 
against  whom  our  animosity  seems  to  be  princi- 
pally excited,  would  in  my  opinion  expose  ns  to 
a  still  aercier  fate.  It  is  wiser  to  bear  the  few  ills 
wa  £Bel  thaa  soddealy  to  fly  to  others  that  we 
kaow  not  of. 

The  argameou  that  gentlemen  bare  made  use 
of  in  fiiTor  of  this  bill  myc  generally  been  urged 
with  a  view  of  diminishing  the  apprehensions  of 
a^  talker  thaa  affording  a  prospect  of  any  good 
to  fcsah  from  It.  The  inhibiting  British  and 
Fvench  anncd  ships  the  use  of  our  waters,  whieh 
aoBms  ta  be  rery  generally  approred,  I  think  to 
ha  kfooBsistent  with  a  state  of  peace  with  those 
amiofls.  I  bdiere  it  is  a  thing  that  nerer  has 
hi«i  dome  by  any  nation  to  the  armed  ships  of 
aaothcr,  anless  in  war— excepting  our  own  ;  and 
wt  have  already  experieneed  much  eril  and  bo 
food  fiem  the  adoption  of  that  rash  measure  i!o* 
wards  the  British.  For,  in  the  first  place,  well 
Jnawiag  that  we  had  not  power  to  carry  it  into 
eftot,fhey  did  not  at  all  regard  it ;  but  continued 
aa  oar  aoasis  for  sereral  months,  the  President's 
ProchraMAion  to  the  eoatrary  notwithstanding-^ 
aad  afterwards  it  prored  an  insuperable  obstacle 
•aaa  adjustment  ik  owt  differeoces  with  the  Got« 
emment  of  that  nation,  which  might  otherwise 
ppchably  have  been  settled  by  the  mission  of  Mr. 
Rest,  and  sa^ed  millioos  of  property  to  the  peo* 
ale  of  this  eooatry,  which  we  hare  lost  by  our 
roalish  embargo  and  non-intercourse  systems.— 
Besides  I  think  that  denying  thoee  common  hoa- 
pitiHtieB  which  are  due  from  one  nation,  at  peace 
with  another,  may  be  deemed  a  riolation  of  the 
laws  of  neutrality,  by  which  we  prof^  at  present 
to  be  governed.  And  that  such  was  the  opinion 
oC  a  majority  of  the  members  of  this  House,  when 


they  passed  the  present  aon-iatercoarse  law,  ttU 
dently  appears  from  their  ieariog  oat  of  that  law 
any  inhibitioa  as  to  the  armed  ships  of  France. 
That,  indeed,  was  a  much  Wronger  case  than  the 
present ;  for  then  we  preluded  to  side  with  Brit- 
ain against  France,  as  onr  Qoremment  had  pro^ 
mise^  or  at  least  intimated  that  they  would,  (as 
appears  Arom  the  oorrespondenoe  lately  published.) 
in  case  the  fbrmer  should  hare  rescinded  their 
Orders  in  Council,  so  far  as  they  affected  our  com^^ 
merce,  which  we  then  thoaght  they  had  done.  If 
we  then  considered  it  improper  to  exclude  French 
armed  ships,  why  should  we  now  exclude  them, 
especialljF  as  we  are  informed  that  the  posture  of 
our  relations  with  vhat  Glorernment  has  not  been 
materially  changed  since  that  time  T^unless  this 
is  now  dooe  as  aa  apology  for  excluding  Britiidi 
armed  ships  also.  Bnt  as  I  perceive  this  to  be  un^ 
pleasaat  ground  to  touch  upon,  I  will  tread  lightljr 
orer  it,  and  come  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
contains  the  commercial  restrictions;  and  from 
this  part  I  can  anticipate  no  general  good,  but  I 
fear  much  eril  n^ill  be  the  resuh. 

And  here,  sir,  1  cannot  but  remark  with  some 
degree  of  suri^rise  the  transition,  bv  which  gen-* 
tkwien  heretofore  opposed  to  the  whole  carrying 
trade  of  the  United  States,  should  now  be  for  ea-* 
grosstfig  that  of  all  the  world,  so  far  at  least  as 
respects  ourselves.  This,  to  be  sure,  would  be  a 
charming  thing  for  oar  ship-owners,  if  it  could 
be  carri^  into  effect,  and  had  no  couoterbalance» 
My  honorable  friend  and  colleague  from  the  Dis<^ 
trict  of  Maine  has  observed  that  the  ship-owners 
of  the  North,  being  without  competition,  woald 
be  able  to  extort  a  much  higher  freight  for  carrying 
to  market  the  produce  of  his  honest  brethren,  the 
planters  of  the  South.  And  this  is  the  only  ben* 
efit  to  the  people  ol  our  coutitry,  that  I  have  heard 
urged  in  favor  of  the  adoption  of  this  part  of  the 
bill.  This  class  of  gentlemen  i  should  be  always 
willing  to  ^tify  whenever  it  can  be  done  con* 
sistently  with  the  interest  of  the  oommanity  At 
large.  But  this  advantage  to  them  I  believe 
would  be  more  thaa  balanced  by  the  disadvantage 
arising  fVom  the  diminution  of  the  amount  of  the 
sales  of  their  vessels  ahroad,  and  from  their  being 
restrained  from  taking  freight  from  any  place  ex- 
cepting where  the  goods  should  be  manufactured 
or  i^odoced.  *  But  how  will  this  scheme  operate 
upon  the  smaller  traders  and  the  great  micultu* 
ral  interests  of  our  country  ?  If  it  shai)  hare  any 
operation  at  all,  it  most  certainly  be  against  them* 
Their  produce  must  be  necessarily  lower  in  its 
price,  when  the  meaoto  of  gening  it  to  market  are 
lessened.  I  am  in  favor  of  commerce,  but  shall 
cease  to  be  so,  when  that  does  not  favor  agricul* 
ture.  Besides,  the  ship-owners  have  never  re- 
ouested  the  adoption  of  a  measure  of  this  sort. 
They  only  wish  the  Government  to  leave  them 
to  manage  thdr  own  business  iu  their  own  way, 
without  being  shackled  with  such  regulations. 
We  have  had  numerous  applications  from  maau* 
fhcturing  establishments  from  almost  every  quar- 
ter of  the  country,  to  which  very  little  attention 
has  yet  been  given,  but  are  now  throwing  what 
some  affect  ta  consider  ae  a  mighty  boon  iaco  the 
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hands  of  the  ship-owners,  which  they  have  nerer 
asked  for.  And  if  the  conlmercial  restrictions  in 
this  bill  will  not  benefit  the  community  in  their 
individual  occupations,  will  it  operate  in  aid  of 
oar  public  finances  ?  Will  it  serve,  in  the  highest 
degree,  to  replenish  our  exhausted  Treasury  ?  I 
think  not,  sir.  For  foreign  ships  now  pay  higher 
duties  than  our  own ;  and  if  they  are  not  high 
enough,  it  is  easy  to  make  them  higher  still.  But 
whatever  benefits  we  may  propose  to  ourselves 
by  these  restrictions,  may  not  the  whole  object  of 
them  be  defeated  by  correspondent  and  co-exten- 
sive  restrictions  by  those  nations  against  whom 
these  are  intended  to  operate,  or  in  some  other 
manner  beyond  our  power  to  control?  As  to 
France,  as  in  the  present  state  of  things  we  can 
with  no  degree  of  safety  carry  on  any  commerce 
there,  these  restrictions  will  do  us  neither  good  nor 
harm.  As  to  the  British,  some  gentlemen  seem 
to  be  of  opinion  that  they  will  in  no  way  coun- 
teract a  measure  of  this  sort.  But  why  will  they 
Dot?  That  they  have  the  power  none  will  deny. 
Have  they  a  better  disposition  towards  us  than 
we  have  towards  them  ?  This,  few  will  acknowl- 
edge. Will  it  be  for  their  interest  to  counteract 
this  measure  ?  If  it  is  not,  it  cannot  be  for  our 
interest  to  adopt  it :  for,  other  things  being  equal, 
it  cannot  increase  our  carrying  trade,  without  di- 
minishing theirs.  They  mav  shut  all  their  ports 
against  our  vessels,  then  shall  we  have  a  non-in- 
tercourse in  fact,  notwithstanding  we  are  now  re- 
pealing the  law.  Some  gentlemen  say  they  will 
not  do  this,  because  they  are  in  want  of  our  pro- 
duce, and  want  to  sell  us  their  manufactures. 
But  we  have  already  taught  them  a  lesson  that 
we  ought  never  to  have  furnished  them  the  means 
of  learning.  By  our  embargo  we  have  tausht 
them  that  they  can  do  very  well  without  us.  But 
if  they  cannot,  they  may  permit  our  vessels  to  go 
there  in  ballast  and  bring  away  their  goods,  the 
freight  of  which  would  be  small  in  proportion  to 
their  value ;  but  prohibit  the  carrying  of  our  pro- 
duce to  them.  And  in  such  case  our  people  would 
be  obliged,  as  they  are  now,  to  carry  their  produce 
to  Amelia  island,  or  some  other  place,  where  the 
British  may  receive  it  in  payment  for  their  goods, 
with  the  additional  benefit  of  a  lar^e  freight. 
The  provisions  of  this  bill,  therefore,  if  they  are 
to  amount  to  anything,  do  not  go  far  enough ; 
they  should  enjoin  a  consumption  of  our  proddce 
in  the  places  to  which  we  should  carry  it,  as  well 
as  prohibit  us  from  bringing  any  articles  except 
from  places  in  which  they  are  manufactured  or 
produced.  On  the  whole,  I  can  see  no  probable 
benefit  to  our  people  from  passing  this  bill  into  a 
law,  unless  we  adopt  the  notions  of  the  Hindoos 
towards  their  angry  deities,  and  expect  to  propi- 
tiate those  nations  of  whose  conduct  we  disap- 
prove, by  tormenting  ourselves. 

But  it  is  said  that  this  bill  ought  to  meet  with 
the  approbation  of  the  members  of  this  House, 
because  it  is  in  conformity  with  the  views  and 
the  wishes  of  the  Executive.  So  far  as  this  may 
be  a  reason  with  some  gentlemen  to  approve  of  it, 
exactly  so  far  is  it  a  reason  with  me  to  dbapprove 
it.    I  do  think,  however,  that  such  reasons  ought 


not  to  be  considered  as  conclusive  by  either. 
We  ought  to  refuse  the  bad,  and  approTe  the 
good,  from  whatever  source  either  may  proceed. 
But  when  we  find  a  new  project  coming  from  a 
source  from  which  many,  similar   in  kind,  had 

Proceeded  before,  that  have  ptodaced  no  good, 
ut  have  been  followed  with  much  evil,  it  cannot 
be  strange  that  it  should  excite  our  apprehensions. 
The  people  of  this  country  have,  fortunately  or 
unfortunately^  been  divided  into  two  great  rival 
political  parties,  each  of  which  have  taken  their 
turn  to  reign.  And  what  can  we  judge  but 
from  what  we  know  ?  That  party  has  done  best 
for  the  country,  from  whose  measures  they  have 
experienced  the  greatest  good. 

Sir,  I  have  a^  nigh  authority  for  saying,  that 
on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1801,  our  Treasury  was 
full,  our  country  in  universal  prosperity,  and  at 
peace  with  all  the  world.    The  sad  reverse  of  all 
these  we  now  experience.    An  exhausted  Trea- 
sury, to  be  replenished  only  by  benevolence,  loans, 
or  direct  taxation ;  a  depressed  commerce,  strug- 
gling with  embarrassments  abroad  and  shackles 
at  home ;  and,  as  a  necessary  consequence,  the  la- 
bor and  toils  of  the  husbandman  but  illy  rewarded 
in  the  scanty  price  of  his  produce:  a  country 
full  of  discontent,  and  complaint,  and  without  a 
friend  on  earth.    In  this  state  of  things,  we  are 
naturally  led  to  inquire,  what  has  been  the  cause 
of  the  surprising  change  ?    Shall  it  be  charged  to 
misfortune  ?    If  we  look  into  those  that  the  world 
commonly  call  unfortunate,  we  shall  generally 
find  them  to  have  been  unwise ;  some  flaw  ia 
their  own  conduct  will  be  found  at  the  bottom. 
Will  gentlemen  say  that  our  present  difficulties 
are  not  owing  to  any  errors  m  the  conduct  of 
those  in  the  Administration,  but  rather  to  the 
wicked  machinations  of  foreign  GoTernments, 
or  the  uncomplying  dispositions  of  discontented 
individuals  at  home?    Are  these  thinffs  new? 
Were  they  not  to  be  expected,  and  would  it  not 
have  been  an  evidence  of  more  wisdom  to  have 
foreseen  and  guarded  against  the  ill  effects  of 
them,  than  to  oe  running  after  bugs  and  butte^ 
flies,  or,  what  is  far  worse,  buildin j;  of  ^nboats, 
which  have  cost  the  people  of  this  nation  more 
than  $1,500,000,  and  which  are  now  acknowledg- 
ed to  be  useless,  and  worse  than  useless^  a  still 
growing  expense  on  our  hands  ?    Has  human  de- 
pravity taken  any  stronffer  hold  of  mankind  since 
the  commencement  of  the  nineteenth,  than  it  did 
in  the  eighteenth  century?    Have  the  Barbary 
Powers  become  more  barbarous?      Have  the 
Qovemments  or  people  of  England  or  France 
grown  worse  within  the  last  nine  years  than  they 
were  before?    We  had  sufficient  evidence  of  the 
ill  will  of  both  those  nations  towards  us  when 
we  were  under  former  Administrations,  and  yet 
they,  by  theirprudent  conduct,  averted  the  ill  ef- 
fects of  it.    With  respect  to  us  the  whole  world 
was  then  tranquilized.    A  rebellion  in  the  heart 
of  our  country  was  soothed  into  peace.    Even 
the  savage  of  the  woods  had  laid  down  his  bow, 
and  his  arrows  were  no  longer  felt    Then  it  was 
that  agriculture  flourished  at  home,  and  com- 
merce brought  us  from  abroad  the  luxuries  ol 
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CTery  clime.  Our  vessels  traversed  every  sea 
and  oar  people  were  respected  on  every  shore. 
Tke  islands  of  either  India  were  bat  as  so  many 
stages  to  refresh  our  wearied  navigators.  But 
things  are  not  so  now.  Now,  the  only  eyidence 
of  our  national  pride  and  ambition  seems  to  con- 
sist in  high-sounding  words,  publishing  docu- 
ments, proclamations, and  resolutions,  and  making 
laws  as  ineffectual  as  either.  Since  we  find  no 
respect  as  a  nation,  among  any  other  people  in 
the  world,  we  are  content  to  be  talking  or  our  own 
importance,  and  thus,  without  a  blush,  commend 
ourselves. 

It  is  true,  that  since  we  have  got  into  our  pres- 
ent embarrassed  and  perplexed  situation,  many 
schemes  have  been  contrived  and  adopted  to  ex- 
tricate ourselves,  and  restore  our  lost  character ; 
all  bottomed,  however,  on  the  vain  idea  of  our 
being  of  more  importance  to  the  rest  of  the  world 
than  they  think  we  are;  and  so  they  have  all 
proved  ineffectual  to  that  relief  and  exaltation, 
with  the  expectation  of  which  we  have  so  long 
been  flattered.  First  the  non-importation,  then 
the  embargo,  and  after  that  the  non-intercourse, 
have  successively  been  devised  and  enforced ;  but 
all  to  no  parpose,  and  ail  now  acknowledged  to 
have  been  the  offspring  of  mere  folly  and  delu- 
sion. And  yet  we  are  going  on  in  the  same 
coarse,  confiding  though  confounded,  always  pur- 
suing and  always  condemning  the  same  thing. 
It  seems,  indeed,  as  if  we  had  arrived  at  that 
crisis  in  oar  affairs,  when  the  sober  remonstrances 
of  truth  and  reason  could  no  longer  avail  against 
the  misguided  impetuosity  of  public  prejudice. 

Bat.  sir,  perha[»  I  have  gone  too  far.  I  am 
sensible  that,  in  what  I  have  said,  I  may  have  ex- 
posed myself  in  the  view  of  some  gentlemen,  to 
the  diarge  of  a  want  of  patriotism,  if  not  of  be- 
ing under  foreign  influence.  What  is  patriotism  ? 
Does  it  consist  in  empty  words  and  noisy  decla- 
mation, and  not  rather  in  doing  and  suffering  for 
the  ^eral  happiness  and  prosperity  of  those  in- 
babitiBg  the  same  country  with  ourselves  ?  Does 
it  consist  in  a  blind  confidence  in,  and  an  im- 
plieit  adherence  to  those  in  the  Administration 
of  the  Government  I  If  it  be  true,  as  some  pre- 
tend, that  this  be  the  sole  evidence  of  patriotism, 
It  must  always  have  been  so,  througn  all  ages 
and  all  countries.  But  have  the  friends  of  the 
Administration  always  been  considered  as  the 
earclosive  patriots  in  this  country :  or  do  we  con- 
sider the  friends  of  the  Administration  in  Eog- 
iand  as  the  exclusive  patriots  in  that  country 
DOW  7  Or,  is  the  same  thing  virtue  here,  and  vice 
there  ?  Or,  as  times  have  changed,  have  the  great 

Sineiples  of  right  and  wrong  changed  with  them  1 
at  it  is  onnecessary  to  pursue  this  inquiry  any 
farther.  I  can  profess  as  strong  love  for  my 
country  as  any  gentleman  present,  and  I  believe 
I  feel  it  as  ardently.  And  it  is  because  I  love 
my  country,  and  wish  its  prosperity,  that  I  con- 
Dot  agree  to  the  bill  now  under  consideration. 
Thus,  sir,  you  have  what  I  advise :  And  having 
made  these  remarks,  I  will  add  no  more. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  was  so  extremely  anxious  for 
adecision'of  the  question,  that  he  woald  not  so- 


licit for  a  moment  the  attentfon  of  the  House  did 
he  not  know  that  other  i^entlemen  intended  to  ex- 
press their  sentiments  upon  it. 

In  the  present  embarrassed  state  of  our  foreig^a 
relations,  (said  Mr.  B.,)  a  difl[erence  of  opinions 
upon  the  measures  to  be  adopted  was  to  have 
been  expected  ;  but,  sir,  I  rejoice  that  on  this  oc- 
casion the  line  of  party  has  not  been  drawn; 
that  a  spirit  of  liberalitjr  highly  honorable  to  this 
assembly  has  been  manifested  throughout  the  dif- 
ferent stages  of  the  present  debate.  For  myself, 
I  have  felt  a  degree  of  diffidence  in  my  own 
opinion  upon  the  subject  proportionate  to  the 
difficulties  with  which  we  are  surrounded.  I 
have  called  into  action  the  resources  of  my  own 
mind,  and  listened  with  attention  to  the  arga- 
ments  of  others,  for  the  purpose,  if  possible,  of 
ascertain! Dg  what  course  would  best  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  country.  The  result,  aided  by  the 
circumstances  which  have  accompanied  the  pro- 
gress of  this  bill,  has  confirmed  me  in  the  opin- 
ion I  originally  formed,  not  only  of  the  propriety, 
but  the  necessity  of  passing  it.  What  are  those 
circumstances?  When  first  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  North  Carolina.  (Mr.  Maooxi,) 
whose  recommendation  is  entitled  to  as  much  re- 
spect as  that  of  any  man  in  the  nation,  this  bill 
had  scarcely  friends  enough  to  obtain  lodgings 
for  it  in  the  House,  and  if  all  we  read  is  to  be 
believed,  it  would  have  fared  very  badly  indeed 
out  of  the  House ;  and  now  we  have  the  strongest 
evidence  (the  vote  which  was  taken  a  few  days 
ago)  that  its  advocates  constitute  a  majority  of 
this  assembly.  Everv  day's  discussion  has  added 
to  the  number  of  its  friends,  and  if  we  may  judffe 
of  the  future  from  the  past,  the  more  it  shall  be 
investigated  the  fewer  will  be  the  number  of  its 
enemies.  If  indeed  it  be  understood  that  ^entle^ 
men  are  influenced  by  the  honest  convictions  of 
their  most  deliberate  judgments,  such  is  the  pride 
of  opinion  that  nothing  less  than  the  omnipotence 
of  truth  itself  could  have  removed  the  prejudices 
which  were  excited  against  it. 

In  the  present  unexampled  state  of  the  world, 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  ought  not  to  be  supposed  that  any 
course  can  be  prescribed  which  shall  be  entirely 
free  from  objection.  We  may  determine  what 
is  morally  right,  and  how  far  the  two  great  bel- 
ligerents of  Europe  departed  from  the  moral  and 
public  law ;  but  unless  we  had  the  means  of  en- 
forcing that  determination,  it  would  be  perfectly 
unavailing. 

Every  man  who  is  really  an  American  in  feel- 
ing and  in  sentiment,  and  who  is  not  insensible 
to  the  impulse  of  patriotism,  will  acknowledge 
that  England  and  France  have  disregarded  all 
moral  obligations,  and  wantonly  trampled  on  the 
rights  of  this  unoffending  nation.  But,  sir,  the 
great  question  we  are  called  upon  to  decide  is, 
what  shall  be  done  to  remedy  tne  evil,  to  main- 
tain our  rights?  In  the  adoption  of  measures  for 
the  attainment  of  these  objects,  our  view  mast 
necessarily  be  comparative — our  choice  a  choice 
of  evils.  While  the  first  sentiments  of  an  injured 
people  may  lead  them  to  acts  of  desperation,  it 
behooves  the  guardians  of  their  rights,  who  have 
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a  view  of  the  whole  groand.  to  consult  their  most 
deiiberate  judgments ;  to  ascertain  before  they 
act  that  their  means  are  adequate  to  the  attain- 
ment of  the  object  for  which  they  are  to  be  em- 
ployed, and  to  pursue  that  practicable  course 
which  promises  the  most  advantages.  Such,  in 
my  humble  apprehension^  is  the  character  of  the 
bill  before  you.  What  is  the  situation  of  this 
eoimtry?  For  years  past  we  have  had  ample 
cause  for  war  with  both  England  and  France. 
Our  riffhts  have  been  invad^,  our  sovereignty 
insulted ;  bat  oWing  to  the  peculiar  state  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  in  conformitv  with  the  genius 
of  our  Government,  all  honorable  exertions  have 
been  made  to  avoid  tiie  vortex  of  the  present 
war  in  Europe,  into  which  each  of  the  bellige- 
rents has  been  anxious  to  engage  us  against  the 
other.  We  have  thus  far  succeeded,  and  as  I 
eontend,  without  relinquishing  any  of  the  essen- 
tial rights  of  the  country.  We  have  forborne,  it 
is  true,  to  avenge  our  wrongs.  The  nation  has 
been  preserved  in  peace,  the  people  are  compara- 
tively happy,  while  Europe  presents  a  scene  of 
misery,  eamage,  and  devastation,  which  has  not 
been  surpassed  in  the  annals  of  toe  world.  The 
people  have  been  subiected  to  some  privations 
and  inconveniences,  but  if  they  can  compare 
tkeir  present  situation  with  that  of  the  most  fa- 
vored {)eople  on  earth  without  feeling  grateful 
fof  tbeir  disttn^ished  lot,  they  must  indeed  be 
unthankful.  Sir,*  they  are  contented  and  happy 
in  the  enjoyment  of  peace  and  plenty.  I  per- 
ceive the  strongest  possible  inducements  to  stand 
aloof  for  the  present  from  the  dreadful  conflict 
which  has  shaken  the  Old  World  to  its  centre. 
The  war  is  near  a  close.  England,  the  author  of 
most  of  our  present  political  evils,  is  now  wri- 
thing under  the  consequences  of  her  own  injus- 
tice. The  period  is  fast  approaching  when  she 
will  be  constrained  to  terminate  a  contest  which 
has  desolated  the  fairest  portions  of  Europe,  and 
extended  its  effects  throughout  the  civilized  world. 
It  is  well  known  to  eyery  man  who  hears  me, 
that  out  of  the  present  war  has  grown  our  prin- 
eipal  disputes,  and  that  they  will  necessarily 
eease  with  the  war.  I  ask,  then,  whether  it  can 
be  politic  for  us  to  depart  from  the  paths  of  peace 
for  the  attainment  of  objects  which  will  cease  to 
exist  so  soon  as  peace  is  restored  ?  At  such  a 
moment  as  the  present,  "big  with  the  fate  of 
Empires,"  it  does  appear  to  me,  sir,  that  we 
should  take  warning  from  the  examples  before 
ti»— that  we  should  avoid  the  approaching  crisis. 
I  do  not  mean  to  say  that  war  is  the  greatest  of 
evils,  or  that  our  form  of  Government  is  unfit 
for  the  purposes  of  war  under  any  circumstances. 
No,  sir ;  but  as  it  is  the  only  Government  in  the 
World  founded  in  the  will  of  the  people,  so  it  is 
the  only  Government  in  the  world  where  that 
will  is  all  important  to  the  prosecution  of  a  suc- 
cessful war.  Convince  them  that  an  appeal  to 
arms  is  indispensable  for  the  preservation  of  their 
rights,  and  the  people  and  the  Government  areas 
in  superior  to  those  of  other  countries  for  the 
purposes  of  war,  as  they  are  for  the  enjoyment  of 
bbcrty  and  peace.    And  why,  sir  7    Because  the 


Government  is  free — its  soldiers  are  freemen.  In 
other  nations  the  voice  of  the  people  is  not  heard. 
They  are  compelled  to  fight  the  battles  of  their 
masters  for  objects  over  which  they  have  no  con- 
trol, and  in  which  thev  feel  no  interest ;  but  it  is 
the  peculiar  distinguisned  attribute  of  this  peopte 
to  rule  their  rulers.    Are  they  at  this  moment 
united  for  war?    I  know,  sir,  that  the  people 
whom  I  have  the  honor  to  represent  are  ready  to 
encounter  any  difficulties,  to  brave  any  dangers 
in  defence  of  their  rights,  because  the  love  of 
country  is  tbeir  ruling  passion.    But,  I  ask,  iel'the 
nation  in  a  state  of  preparation   to  commenee 
hbstilities,  with  a  reasonable  prospect  of  gaining 
by  the  contest  ?    In  my  humble  opinion  it  is  not; 
and  to  talk  of  war  in  the  present  situation  of 
party  divisions  is  out  of  the  question.     With  the 
knowledge  which  I  have,  that  a  large  majority  of 
this  House  are  determined  for  the  present  not  to 
take  an  hostile  attitude,  I  will  not  consent  to  con- 
ceal from  the  people  the  real  intentions  of  their 
representatives,  nor  wiU  I  deceive  them  by  hold- 
ing out  the  expectation  of  war,  when  in  fact  it  is 
not  to  be  apprehended.    When  gentlemen  pro- 
pose to  lay  an  embargo  preparatory  to  war,  thef 
should  recollect  that  we  have  had  an  embargo, 
and  that  to  their  disgrace  it  has  been  abandoned. 
That  embargo  was  laid  by  an  oyer  whelming  ma- 
jority for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  bellige- 
rents to  respect  our  rights  by  its  operation  on  their 
interests,  of  securing  the  property  of  this  nation, 
and  of  being  prepared  for  defensive  measures,  il 
they  became  necessary.    The  first  object  was  in 
part,  and  would  have  been  wholly  accomplished 
(of  which  we  have  evidence  irrefutable)  but  for 
the  premature  abandonment  of  the  measure,  and 
the  latter  objects  were  fully  attained.     Why  was 
it  repealed  ?    Because  a  majority  were  convmced 
of  its  inefficiency  1    No,  sir ;  a  large  majority 
of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  at  the  very  momeat 
it  was  repealed,  did  consider  it  the  most  success- 
ful mode  of  warfare  that  could  be  waged  against 
the  enemies  of  our  peace ;  and  yet  a  large  major- 
ity voted  for  its  repeal !    Yes,  sir,  the  same  ma* 
jority  who  acknowledged  their  firm  conviction 
that  the  embargo  was  doing  more  to  enforee  a  re- 
spect for  our  rights  than  cannow  be  effected  by  war. 
Yet,  under  such  auspieious  circumstances,  it  was 
abandoned  !  And  why  t  Because  of  the  clamor  of 
the  minority.    The  people  were  deceived  >  th^ 
were,  particularly  in  one  portion  of  the  Union, 
induced  to  suspect  the  patriotism  of  their  rulers; 
to  believe  that  the  measure  had  been  adopted  in 
subserviency  to  the  views  of  Napoleon,  and  that 
it  could  never  bring  England  to  our  terms.    The 
minority  was  apparently  increasing  in  numbenh 
and  in  an  evil  hour  you  withdrew  the  shield  of 
your  defence.    Why  was  war  not  then  declared? 
The  same  causes  which  are  now  urged  in  favor 
of  such  a  course  existed  then,  and  some  of  the 
most    objectionable    featuies  of  the  Orders  in 
Council  which  was  then  in  force,  have  been  since 
abandoned  by  the  British  Government.  We  were 
then  in  a  much  better  situation  to  meet  the  con- 
flict than  we  possibly  can  be  now.    Our  float- 
ing capital  was  safe  in  port,  and  much  fonig^ 
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pTopertj  ia  the  country.  England  was  threat- 
ened with  alarming  commotions  for  the  want  of 
oor  provisions  and  raw  materials.  But  the  scene 
is  now  changed.  She  has  a  sufficiency  of  our 
products,  and  one  hundred  millions  at  least  of 
ourprodacts,  and  one  hundred  millions  at  least  of 
our  property,  is  within  her  erasp.  The  party  of 
this  country  who  occasioned  an  abandonment  of 
the  embargo,  and  who  prevented  a  resort  to  war 
when  it  might  have  been  waged  successfully,  has 
increased ;  and,  sir,  notwithstanding  all  these  un- 
propitious  circumstances,  some  of  theseVery  gen- 
tlemen who  were  driven  from  the  high  ground 
they  bad  honorably  taken  asain  propose  to  us  em- 
bargo and  w^ar.  For  one,  i  will  not  consent  un- 
der such  circumstances  to  embark  in  a  contest 
in  which  we  have  been  once  defeated,  when  every^ 
consideration  was  favorable  to  a  complete  tri- 
umph, because  I  am  unwilling  to  be  defeated 
again. 

Gentlemen  should  recollect  that  the  effort  had 
been  made  under  circumstances  much  more  fa- 
vorable than  the  present,  and  they  cannot  be  igno- 
rant of  the  causes  which  rendered  it  abortive. 
They  are  to  be  found  in  the  misrepresentations  of 
designing  men  ;  in  the  differences  of  opinion 
which  prevailed  among  honest  men ;  and  in  the 
want  or  firmness  in  Congress.  The  people  were 
told  that  England  wanted  peace  with  this  coun- 
try; that  she  had  done  us  no  material  injury; 
that  the  privations  we  had  imposed  were  the  con- 
sequences of  a  determined  hostility  towards  her, 
and  the  desire  to  promote  the  views  of  the  Em- 
peror of  France.  Well,  sir,  go  to  war  in  the 
present  state  of  the  country,  and  you  must  expect 
disaster,  io  the  commencement  at  least.  What 
will  then  be  said  ?  Why,  that  the  war  was  un- 
necessary in  the  beginning,  would  be  destructive 
in  its  consequences,  and  must  be  ended.  If  you 
were  compelled  to  abandon  the  embargo  when  no 
doubt  was  entertained  that  in  six  months  it  would 
settle  your  disputes,  I  ask,  in  the  name  of  com- 
mon sense,  is  it  probable  the  war  would  be  con- 
tinued until  the  objects  should  be  attained  for 
which  it  was  begun  ?  These  are  unpleasant  re- 
flections ;  I  will  pursue  them  no  further ;  but  I 
beg  gentlemen  to  take  warning  from  the  past,  to 
occupy  no  ground  which  thev  are  not  sure  can 
be  mamtained  with  honor  to  tne'  nation. 

In  this  country,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  proper  not 
ODJ^  that  the  people  should  be  satisfied  of  the 
iDdwpeasfable  necessity  of  war  before  it  be  resort- 
ed to,  bat  that  those  who  administer  the  Execu- 
tive branch  of  the  Gh)vernment,  who  conduct  all 
the  negotiations,  and  who  consequently  are  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  our  relative  situation  than 
other  persons  possibly  can  be,  should  also  concur 
in  the  opinion.  What  evidence  have  you  of  a 
disposition  on  the  part  of  the  Executive  to  make' 
an  appeal  to  arms?  None,  sir.  On  the  contrary. 
the  course  which  has  been  pursued  since  the  dis- 
missal of  Jackson  (and  I  am  far  from  censuring 
it)  precludes  the  idea  of  taking;  a  warlike  atti- 
tude. The  faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged,  as  far 
as  it  could  be  by  the  Executive,  to  receive  another 
Minister  from  England,  and  to  renew  thenegotia* 
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tion  in  the  event  that  Jackson  shall  be  recalled. 
The  Message  of  the  President  to  Congress,  and 
the  instructions  which  have  been  sent  to  our 
Minister  in  London,  are  sufficient  to  satisfy  the 
mind  of  every  man  that  the  Administration  prefer 
for  the  present  negotiation  to  war.  If,  indeed,  as 
some  gentlemen  suppose,  the  President  is  for  war, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  he  has  failed  to 
perform  a  responsible,  constitutional,  and  imper- 
ative duty.  The  Constitution  declares  "  he  shall 
'  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Congress  informa- 
*  tion  of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend 
'  to  their  consideration  such  measures  as  he  shall 
'  judffe  necessary  and  expedient."  I  am  not  dis- 
posed to  believe  that  the  President  has  shrank 
from  his  duty.  He  has  not  judged  a  resort  to 
war  necessary  and  expedient ;  he  has  preferred 
further  negotiation,  and  he  has  given  Congress 
so  to  understand.  Under  such  circumstances, 
therefore,  I  will  not  consent  to  incur  war  expen- 
ses for  a  Peace  Establishment. 

What,  then,  it  may  be  asked,  is  to  be  done  ? 
Shall  the  non-intercourse  be  continued?  For 
one,  I  hope  and  trust  it  will  not  be  continued.  It 
cannot  be  the  interest  of  this  country  to  continue 
a  measure  which  gives  England  a  monopoly  of 
the  commerce  of  the  world ;  which  yields  the 
principal  object  it  has  been  her  policy  to  attain, 
and  holds  out  the  strongest  inducements  for  a  con- 
tinuance of  her  obnoxious  orders.  What  are  its 
effects  at  home?  To  demoralize  your  citizens, 
by  presenting  temptations  for  the  evasion  of  your 
laws ;  by  embargoing  the  pursuits  of  the  honest 
merchant ;  and  affording  a  premium  for  the  vilest 
fraud  and  collusion.  Str,  if  the  wisdom  of  Con- 
gress had  been  exerted  to  its  utmost  extend  to 
devise  the  ways  and  means  of  enriching  the 
most  worthless  part  of  the  community  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  honest,  they  could  not  have  hit  upon 
a  project  better  calculated  to  attain  the  object 
than  the  present  non-intercourse.  Compare  the 
high  price  of  cotton  abroad  with  the  price  in  this 
country,  or  at  Amelia  island,  from  whence  it  is 
carried  in  British  vessels  and  on  British  account 
wherever  it  is  wanted,  and  tell  me  if  it  be  not  an 
act  of  political  suicide?  That  it  is  ruinous  to 
the  revenue,  there  is  ample  testimony  before  the 
House  from  the  Treasury  Department,  and  every 
man  knows  that  while  it  depresses  the  price  of 
our  products,  it  has  enhanced  the  price  of  Brit- 
ish goods  from  fifty  to  an  hundred  per  cent. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  non-intercotirse 
produced  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine. 
The  memories  of  gentlemen  have  certainly  been 
unfaithful  to  them  on  the  present  occasion.  The 
embargo  produced  the  arrangement,  the  non^in- 
tercourse  was  the  cause  of  the  disavowal.  If 
gentlemen  will  examine  dates  they  will  find  that 
It  was  perfectly  impossible  the  non-intercourse 
could  have  had  any  share  in  the  arrangement, 
and,  on  the  contrary,  they  will  perceive  the  strong- 
est circumstantial  evidence  in  support  of  the  em- 
bargo, that  it  would  have  been  confirmed  by  the 
British  GJovernment.  What  were  the  circumstan- 
ces under  which  Mr.  Oakley  was  dispatched  to  this 
country  with  the  instructions  authorizing,  as  Mr. 
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Erskine  supposed,  the  arrangemenC  that  was 
luadie  ?  When  he  left  LondoD,  all  the  iDforroa- 
tion  which  bad  been  received  from  this  quarter 
was  calculated  to  inspire  the  most  perfect  assur- 
ance that  the  embargo  would  be  adhered  to,  and 
rigidly  enforced,  and  that  non-importatiou  would 
be  added  to  noq-exportation.  The  Ministry  bad 
seen  the  almost  unanimous  adoption  of  Mr. 
Campbell's  report,  in  which  it  was  solemnly 
determined  that  there  were  but  three  alternatives: 
embargo,  war,  or  submission,  and  that  we  would 
not  submit. 

A  gentleman  from  Nortb  Carolina  (Mr.  Ma- 
con) bad  also  offered  a  resolution  for  converting 
tke  embargo  into  a  total  non-intercours^  (not  to 
aubstitute  the  one  for  the  other,)  and  a  determi^ 
nation  was  manifested,  by  an  overwhelming  ma- 
jority, to  persevere  in  our  restrictive  measures 
until  the  cause  which  had  given  rise  to  them 
should  be  removed.  Be  it  also  remembered,  sir, 
that  it  was  within  a  few  days  after  the  intelligence 
of  those  transactions  arrived  in  England,  that  Mr. 
Oakley  was  ordered  to,  and  sailed  for  the  United 
States.  Such  was  the  state  of  things  here,  and 
such  the  Mature  of  the  information  in  possession 
of  the  Ministry ;  and  how  is  it  possible  that  a 
measure  which  was  not  in  existence,  nor  thought 
of  at  that  time,  could  have  produced  the  effect 
which  has  been  ascribed  to  it  t  For  myself,  I  am 
satisfied  that  England,  sorely  affected  by  the  em- 
bargo, severely  pressed  from  another  quarter,  and 
alarmed  at  the  spirit  of  resentment  which  had 
been  manifested  in  the  Councils  of  this  Nation, 
instructed  Mr.  Erskine  to  make  the  best  terms  he 
could^  but«  in  all  events,  to* make  some  terms.  He 
accordingly  made  an  arrangement,  and.  as  it  was 
his  diity  to  do,  endeavored  to  conceal  the  real 
cause  which  led  to  it.  and  to  make  the  impression 
that  it  had  resulted  from  the  friendly  disposition 
of  His  Majesty,  when,  in  fact,  it  was  the  conse- 
quence of  compulsion.  Unfortupately  for  the 
nation,  the  news  of  the  abandonment  of  the 
ground  we  had  taken  reached  England  with  the 
arrangement,  and  it  was  rejected.  Sir,  I  feel  no 
hesitation  in  expressing  my  firm  conviction  that 
if  the  embargo  had  continued  six  months  longer, 
the  arrangement  would  have  been  confirmed ; 
that  Mr.  Erskine  was  authorized  to  make  it ;  and 
that  the  disavowal  was  the  perfidious  act  of  a 
most  faithless  Government. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  the  non-intercourse  is  a 
protest  against  the  edicts  of  the  belligerents,  and 
ou^ht  not  to  be  abandoned.  How  a  measure 
which,  while  it  professes  resentment  for  injuries 
receiYed,  throws  millions  into  the  pockets  of  your 
adversaries,  can  be  considered  an  honorable  pro- 
twt,  is  to  my  mind  perfectly  incomprehensible. 
It  may,  indeed,  be  a  protest  in  name,  but  it  is  sub- 
mission in  fact.  The  bill  before  you  is  really  a 
protest  suitable  to  the  situation  of  this  country, 
in  any  event  that  can  happen,  and,  as  far  as  it 
goes,  IS  positive  resistance.  It  will  fill  the  public 
treasury ;  the  restrictions  on  exports  will  be  done 
away  with;  the  present  surplus  produce  of  the 
count;y  will  be  converted  into  cash,  at  a  reason- 
able price ;  'and  if  afterwards  the  edicts  of  the  bel- 


ligerents  shall  work  great  injury  to  the  American 
commerce,  the  eyes  of  the  people  will  be  opened ; 
they  will  no  longer  refer  their  privations  to  the 
acts  of  their  own  Government,  and,  discarding 
from  their  service  the  men  who  have  deceived 
them,  they  will  unite  in  the  execution  of  any 
measure  which  may  be  necessary  for  resisting  the 
violators  of  their  rights.  In  every  point  of  view, 
sir,  the  nation  will  be  better  prepared  to  meetaof 
state  of  things  that  can  possibly  arise.  This  is 
not  altogether  matter  of  opinion,  for  the  expecta- 
tion of  the  passage  of  the  bill  has  already  en- 
hanced the  price  of  our  products. 

But,  it  is  said  we  shall  increase  the  strength  of 
our  enemies  by  furnishing  the  articles  which  are 
essentially  necessary  to  them.  This  is  true ;  and 
if  the  non-intercourse  withheld  the  supplies,  I 
would  hold  on  to  it  as  the  ark  of  our  political 
safety.  What  is  the  fact?  England  now  ^ets 
from  us  whatever  she  wants,  at  her  own  price, 
without  any  competition  in  the  market,  and  trans- 
ports it  whenever  she  can  make  a  profit.  Look 
at  the  trade  which  is  now  carried  on  at  the  isbtod 
of  Amelia,  to  the  exclusive  advantage  of  Eng- 
land, and  of  smugglers,  and  tell  me  where  is  your 
resistance  ?  It  is  a  mockery  of  resistance.  It  is 
a  resistance  only  to  the  pursuits  of  your  honest 
citizens. 

A  variety  and  contrariety  of  objections  have 
been  ur^ed  against  the  restrictive  parts  of  tbis 
bill,  which  I  will  endeavor  to  examine.  The 
gentleman  from  Delaware  (Mr.  Van  Dyke)  telU 
you  that  England  may  take  offence  at  the  con- 
duct of  this  Government  in  relation  to  her  Min- 
ister, and  that  the  adoption  of  this  measure,  b/ 
throwing  our  vessels  into  her  ports,  will  put  it 
completely  in  her  power  to  seize  them,  while  tb« 
exclusion  of  her  vessels  from  our  ports  deprives 
us  of  the  means  to  retaliate.  Yet,  sir,  notwith- 
standing this  apprehension,  the  gentleman  him- 
self is  in  favor  of  a  total  repeal  of  the  non-inter- 
course. I  beg  leave  to  ask  him  whether  the 
repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  does  not  place  us  in 
the  very  condition  he  so  much  deprecates  ?  If  I 
believed  there  was  the  most  distant  probability  of 
the  adoption  of  such  a  course  on  the  part  of  Eng^ 
land^  I  could  not  consent  to  repeal  the  non-inter- 
course ;  to  place  all  the  floating  capital  of  tbt 
nation  within  her  |[rasp.  No,  sir ;  I  would  lay 
an  embargo  immediately.  This  objection,  then, 
applies  as  strongly  to  the  simple  repeal  of  the 
non-intercourse  as  to  the  restrictions  contained  in 
the  present  bill.  Nor  can  it  avail  the  advocates 
for  the  continuance  of  that  measure,  inasmuch 
as  our  vessels  are  already  at  the  mercy  of  British 
ships  at  Amelia  island,  where  they  are  permitted 
by  a  law  to  go,  and  in  British  ports,  where  tbey 
have  gone,  and  continoe  to  go,  in  contravention 
of  your  law.  But  1  consider  tne  apprehension  of 
hostility  on  the  part  of  England  entirely  vision- 
ary, and  out  of  all  rational  calculation ;  althouga 
regardless  of  all  moral  obliffations,  she  is  direct- 
ed by  her  interest,  and  whue  you  extend  to  her 
the  benefits  of  nominal  intercourse,  she  will  be 
contented.  Besides,  she  is  pressed  by  the  Conti- 
nental  Powecs;  disaster  and  disgrace  have  ao- 
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companied  her  projects,  aod  she  is  too  busily 
engaged  id  oncouiiteriDg  the  difficulties  presented 
by  her  present  adrersartes  to  add,  voluntarily,  this 
eoootry  to  the  number^  No,  sir;  Mr.  Jackson 
will  be  recalled,  and  fair  promises  made;  but, 
whether  writh  a  view  to  execute  them,  or  to  pre* 
vest  a  resort  to  war  on  our  part,  it  is  not  my  pur* 
po»  to  inquire. 

Bat,  we  are  told,  England  will  retaliate  upon 
o«r  commerce  the  restriotions  we  are  about  to 
impose  upoa  her.  Then,  I  presume,  we  are  not 
abomt  to  submit,  as  some  gentlemea  have  said, 
vniesB,  indeed,  tbey  imagine  that  the  submissioa 
•f  one  party  is  to  produce  the  submission  of  the 
•ilier  party.  The  truth  is,  that  without  the  re- 
stfietioos  of  this  bill)  Great  Britain  will  export 
■ost  of  American  produce^  Her  present  dia- 
erkaiiMUing  duties  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  the 
Anaerlcao  to  compete  with  the  British  shipper, 
and,  tinless  the  proposed  regulation  be  adopted, 
yon  relinqobh  the  carrying  of  even  your  own  pro- 
ducta.  This  bill  will  be  ao  efficient  retaliation. 
It  goes  to  the  full  extent  to  which  countervaiUxkc 
of  this  sort  can  be  carried,  and  although  England 
may  retort  the  same  restrtction,  she  cannot  go 
beyond  it.  What  will  be  our  situation  if  this 
letaiiatioii,  which  is  so  much  feared,  should  take 
place?  The  bill  excludes  British  and  French 
▼esaeb  of  every  deaeriptioa  from  our  ports  and 
harbors,  and  prohibits  the  importation  of  foreign 
artieies,  even  in  American  vessels,  except  tbev 
are  brought  directly  from  the  countries  of  which 
they  are  the  growth  or  manufacture.  Well,  sir, 
if  Bagkod  retaliates  to  the  full  extent  in  her 
power,  we  are  then  precisely  in  that  situation  so 
Tmmeh  desired  by  some  gentlemeii,  and  which,  I 
admit,  wheaever  Congress  determines  on,  must 
precede  it— -«  state  of  embargo.  In  the  event, 
therefore,  of  the  fullest  extent  of  retaliation,  so 
far  from  any  evil  resultioff  to  this  country  which 
wo«ld  oot  otherwise  benill  it,  we  shall  be  pre- 
eiaely  m  a  eoadition  that  those  for  war  wish  now 
to  be,  with  this  additional  advantage,  that  the 
surplus  produce  of  our  citizens  will  have  been 
exchanged  for  cash,  and  they  will  be  satisfied  that 
iwry  eibrt  has  been  made  to  preserve  the  peace 
of  the  nation.  In  no  view  whatever  do  the  pro^ 
poatd  restrictions  enlarge  the  power  of  England 
tt>  iajwe  our  eomnwrcc^  but,  on  the  contrary,  thev 
are  calculated  to  make  it  her  interest  to  trade  witn 
mm  OB  eqnai  terme.  We  once  more  present  to  her 
$lw  olive  branch ;  we  propose  a  renewal  of  inters 
eonrse  ;  bu^  as  she  has  virtually  excluded  impop- 
mtions  nod  exportations  in  American  vessels,  we 
lollow  the  example,  and  exclude  them  in  hers, 
pledging  oaiselvesL  at  the  same  time,  to  remove 
a«r  restrictions  when  she  shall  consent  to  aban- 
don keis.  This  will  present  a  strong  appeal  to 
the  inierett  of  Ghreat  Britain,  and  all  idea  of  re- 
mlintion  en  her  part  is,  in  my  opinion,  entirely 
visionary.  Indeed,  I  have  been  much  astonished 
at  the  apprehension  of  retaliation  which  has  been 
eippested  by  some  gentlemen,  at  the  very  same 
mouftent  that  they  tell  os  the  embargo,  if  coo* 
linaad  three  montfis  longer,  wotiid  have  brought 
England  to  our  feet;  and  yet,  they  are  afinaidsbe 


will,  bjr  her  own  act,  produce  another  embargai 
I  conress  this  sort  or  reasoning  is  beyond  my 
comprehension.  The  sufferings  of  that  nation 
under  the  late  embargo  are  a  sufficient  safeguard 
against  that  retaliation  which  would  renew  the 
same  state  of  things.  No,  sir ;  England  will  pre* 
fer  to  have  the  commerce  of  the  United  Slatee 
carried  on  in  American  vessels  to  a  renewal  of 
the  embargo.  But,  be  her  courae  what  it  mt;|[,  if 
this  bill  pass,  we  shall  be  in  a  better  situation 
than  we  are  at  present.  If  it  is  not  sufficiently 
energetic  to  meet  the  views  of  aome  gentlemen^ 
it  at  least  protests  against  the  edicts  of  the  two 
great  belligeients,  by  drawing  a  line  between  them 
and  the  nations  who  have  done  us  no  injury ;  end, 
before  it  be  rejected^  it  behooves  gentlemen  to  asf- 
certain  that  a  majority  will  consent  to  a4opt 
stronger  measures.  For  myself,  I  am  satisfied 
that  this  is  the  moat  honoraDle  and  efficient  pr(^ 
ject  on  which  we  can  unite,  and  therefore,  if  it 
does  not  meet  my  own  approbation  precisely,  I 
should  not  feel  myself  authorized  to  reject  il; 
However  much  we  may  hear  about  war,  I  ana 
convinced  there  are  very  few  indeed  who  have 
any  serious  intention  of  adopting  war  measures; 
and  I  am  for  letting  the  people  know  what  we 
really  intend  to  do,  as  well  to  relieve  their  feel- 
ings and  to  preserve  their  confidence  in  Congress, 
as  to  prevent  the  impositions  of  speculators  on 
the  honest  part  of  the  community. 

But,  sir,  another  objection  is  urged  against  thia 
bilK  differing  widely  from  those  I  have  already 
noticed.  It  will  operate,  we  are  told,  unequal^ 
and  peculiarly  hard  on  France,  and  she  will  re* 
taliate.  This  is  a  new  argument,  and  certainly 
yields  the  old  one  of  French  partiality,  which  I 
hope  never  to  hear  again.  But  how  will  it  ope* 
rate  unequally  on  France?  It  is  answered,  Eng* 
land  will  get  from  this  country  whatever  she 
wants,  and  having  a  navy  to  execute  her  orders, 
which  forbid  American  vessels  going  to  Fxanoe% 
our  commercial  intercourse  with  that  nation  will 
be  completely  destroyed.  We  shall  have  a  real 
nonrintercourse  with  France^,  while  En^and  will 
leaeive  our  nrodnets.  This  objection  is  at  wae 
with  that  wnich  hat  been  drawn  fpom  an  appro* 
heosten  ef  the  exclusion  of  our  vwsseis  on  the  part 
of  England,  because  it  is  founded  i«  the  preswmp** 
tion  that  she  will  not  exclnde  them.  If  she 
should  exclude  them,  and  oonlinoe  her  oidee^ 
there  is  a  total  non^nterooorae  with  both  her  nnd 
France,  unless  we  attempt  to  carry  on  a  trade 
with  the  latter  in  despite  of  these  ordera.  11^  on 
the  contrary,  England  consents  to  trade  with  oa 
on  the  terms  prescribed  by  this  bill,  and  France 
also  agree  to  receive  our  prodticts,  I  have  no  hesir 
tation  in  saying  we  will  trade  with  both.  But 
suppose  France  should  take  ofience.  How  can  ^ 
she  retaliate  ?  Your  vessels  are  now  sequestered 
so  soon  as  they  enter  her  ports,  and  what  more  can 
she  do  1  In  fact,  sir,  both  Eof^land  and  Franoe 
have  at  this  moment  in  operation  these  yerv  acts 
which  gentlemen  are  so  much  afraid  will  be^re* 
sorted  to  by  vray  of  retaliation,  and  this  bill  is  n 
measure  of  resistance  against  them.  Our  laws  at 
present  forbid  any  commercial  intcrcouiae  «itk 
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these  nations.  It  is  proposed  to  repeal  them,  to 
renew  oar  commercial  relations  under  certain 
limitations ;  and  we  are  to  be  alarmed  at  the  idea 
of  retaliation!  For  what  will  they  retaliate? 
Why,  sir,  for  the  abandonment  of  a  measure  which 
some  gentlemen  suppose  operates  most  imperi- 
ously upon  them ;  for  taking  ground  apparently 
less  hostile  than  that  we  now  occupy. 

The  truth  is,  in  my  opinion,  that  the  sequestra- 
ions  of  American  property  in  France  have  result- 
ed  from  the  present  non-intercourse  law,  and  it  is 
more  than  probable,  if  this  bill  should  pass,  they 
mrill  not  take  place.  It  is  known  to  Napoleon 
tha^  American  vessels  are  prohibited  by  our  laws 
from  trading  with  his  dominions,  and  when  they 
arrive  they  are  sequestered,  according  to  the 
Bayonne  decree,  in  the  presumption  that  unless 
nominally  American  tbey  are  in  fact  British 
property.  The  Emperor  of  France  cannot  be  ig- 
norant that  England  is  reaping  advantages  from 
the  non-intercourse,  while  it  deeply  affects  his 
interest;  he  will  do  everything  in  his  power  to 
put  an  end  to  its  continuance.  Such,  as  I  appre- 
nend,  are  the  motives  for  the  sequestrations  about 
which  we  have  heard  so  much ;  and  so  far  from 
holding  out  inducements  for  evasions  of  your  law, 
they  are  calculated  to  enforce  it. 

But  it  is  said  this  bill  will  destroy  a  very  profit- 
able, indirect  trade,  which  is  now  carried  on 
through  Tonningen.  and  some  other  ports  on  the 
Continent,  iuasmucn  as  it  forbids  the  importation 
of  articles  except  directly  from  the  countries  of 
which  they  are  the  product  or  manufacture.  If 
gentlemen  will  look  at  the  letter  of  Count  Cham- 
pagny  to  Qeneral  Armstrong,  dated  the  22d  day 
of  August  last,  they  will  find  that  this  trade  is 
either  already  prohibited  or  will  be  forbidden  if  the 
non-intercourse  continues.    He  writes  thus. 

^The  (American)  embargo  has  been  raised ;  a  system 
of  exclusion  has  been  substituted  for  it.  The  Continen- 
tal Powers  leagued  against  England  make  a  common 
cause;  they  aim  at  the  same  object;  they  will  reap 
the  same  advantagpes ;  they  ought  also  to  run  the  same 
risks.  The  ports  of  Holland,  of  the  Elbe,  of  the  Weser, 
of  lUly,  and  of  Spain,  will  not  enjoy  any  advantages  of 
which  those  of  France  may  be  deprived  They  will 
both  be  open  or  shut  at  the  same  time  to  the  commerce 
of  which  they  may  be  the  object." 

The  language  of  this  letter  ia  so  perspicuous, 
and  iu  object  so  apparent^  that  comments  are  un 
necessary.  It  is  evident  if  the  non-intercourse  be 
continued,  Napoleon  will  not  permit  you  to  pros- 
ecute that  indirect  commerce,  which  gentlemen 
are  so  unwilling  to  relinquish.  But,  Mr.  Speaker, 
pass  this  bill,  and  you  present  very  strong  induce 
meats  for  a  favorable  reception  of  American  ves- 
aeb  in  the  control  of  France.  No  man  can  doubt 
that  it  is  greatly  her  interest  to  have  a  market  for 
her  surplus  producu  and  to  be  furnished  with  the 
raw  materials  of  this  country,  provided  England 
shall  not  participate  in  the  profits  of  such  ex- 
change, it  being  unquestionably  an  object  of  pri- 
mary importance  with  the  Emperor  to  encourage 
manufactures,  our  articles  are  almost  indispensa- 
hle  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  views.  But  it 
ia  also  his  object  to  destroy  the  commercial  im- 


portance of  his  rival;  and  he  will  not  consent  to 
give  a  friendly  reception  to  the  products  of  this 
nation  pending  the  non-intercourse,  and  when  he 
has  presumptive  evidence  at  least  that  they  are 
the  property  of  England.  If  he  were  to  do  so.  it 
is  obvious  that  although  France  would  derive  ad-, 
vantages  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  the  import- 
ations and  exportations,  yet  that  his  adversary 
would  be  greatly  benefitted  also.  Manifest  a  de- 
termination to  trade  with  his  dominions,  to  sup- 
ply them  with  raw  materials  and  to  receive  their 
products  in  exchange,  and  unless  it  can  be  sup- 
jx>sed  that  he  is  insensible  to  the  prosperity  of  his 
empire,  the  continent  of  Europe  will  be  open  to 
you.  That  Napoleon  will  adopt  every  means  in 
his  power  to  prevent  the  employment  of  British 
shipping  and  the  introduction  of  British  goods  into 
the  Continent  there  can  be  no  doubt ;  and  that 
he  will  willingly  admit  American  products,  con- 
veyed ih  American  vessels,  I  consider  equally  cer- 
tain. This  bill,  by  converting  importations  and 
exportations  to  our  own  ships,  lessens  British 
monopoly,  and  I  cannot  imagine  that  he  would  be 
disposed  to  throw  any  obstacles  in  our  way.  Why, 
sir?  Because  every  restriction  he  would  impose 
would  tend  to  increase  the  monopoly  of  England, 
and  consequently  to  prevent  the  attainment  of 
his  great  designs. 

But  we  have  heard  much  about  honor  and  dig- 
nity, and  the  present  measure  is  denounced  as  sub- 
mission. The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  fMr. 
Desha)  is  opposed  to  it,  because  he  has  pleaged 
himself  by  a  solemn  vote  not  to  submit ;  and  for 
an  explanation  of  the  word  submission  we  are  re- 
ferred  to  a  memorable  report  which  was  made  to 
this  House  during  the  last  Winter.  I  apprehend 
he  has  been  rather  unfortunate  in  calling  our  at- 
tention to  that  report.  It  declared  that  there  were 
but  three  alternatives — embargo,  war.  or  submis- 
sion. I  well  remember  that  I  adhered  to  the  em- 
bargo, and  I  have  not  forgotten  that  the  gentleman 
himself  was  among  the  number  who  violated  the 
pledge  he  had  given,  who  voted  to  repeal  the 
embargo,  without  a  substitution  of  war ;  and  who, 
according  to  his  own  showing,  did  submit !  It 
but  illy  becomes  those  gentlemen^  sir.  now  to  de- 
claim so  loudly  against  submission,  and  it  cer- 
tainlv  behooves  them  to  relinquish  their  former 
creed  on  the  subject  of  alternative.  I  consider 
that  creed  abandoned  by  a  solemn  act  of  the  Le- 
gislature, and  it  is  to  me  a  source  of  great  conso- 
lation indeed  that  I  had  no  share  in  such  aban- 
donment, and  consequently  am  not  any  way  re- 
sponsible for  it.  I  impute  no  unworthy  motives 
to  any  man,  but  if  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  was 
submission,  it  cannot  now  be  a  question  whether 
we  will  submit.  And  whether  it  was  or  not,  the 
state  of  our  foreign  relations  is  so  materially  al- 
tered as  to  justify  the  adoption  of  measures  now 
which  miffht  then  have  been  improper  or  even 
disgraceful.  We  were  at  that  time  excluded  by 
the  British  orders  from  the  continent  of  Europe, 
(Sweden  alone  excepted.)  and  from  all  other  places 
where  British  vessels  were  not  permitted  to  gOy 
unless  we  purchased  permission  by  paying  Eng* 
land  a  transit  duty.    Far  difierent  is  our  present 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1S5S 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRBSa 


1364 


Ja^khaby,  1810, 


American  Navigation  Act. 


NT.  orR^ 


«itiiaUon.    The  transit  dutv  is  do  longer  demand- 
ed, and  for  the  orders  is  substituted  a  blockade  of 
France,  Holland,  and  the  Kingdom  of  Italy^.    Be- 
fore, and  until  the  Orders  in  Cfouncil  were  issued. 
SogUiDd  had  in  operation  a  similar  system  ot 
blockade,  and  yet  tnis  country  carried  on  a  most 
profitable  commerce.    An  extensive  scope  is  now 
^pen  to  the  enterpriseof  the  American  merchant, 
and  this  bill  proposes  to  make  the  best  possible 
use   of  it.    An  unrestricted  trade  is  permitted 
with  nations  who  have  not  injured  us,  and  the 
mode  is  presented  in  which  alone  commercial  in- 
tercourse may  be  extended  to  those  who  have 
Tiolated  our  neutral  rights.    Instead  of  permitting 
them  to  reeulate  the  commerce  of  this  countr^j 
as  is  now  the  case,  we  determine  to  conduct  it 
on  our  own  terms,  or  not  at  all.    Is  this  submis- 
sion ?    No,  sir;  if  it  be  not  offensive  resistance  to 
ihe  edicts  of  the  belligerents,  it  is  certainly  an 
advancement  from  the  humble  and  humiliating 
condition  in  which  we  have  been  placed  by  the 
abandonment  of  the  embargo,  to  ground  which 
is  at  least  honorable  and  such  as  we  can  maintain. 
It  iM  true  the  bill  authorizes  a  direct  trade  with 
England  and  France,  but  it  forbids  their  vessels 
to  participate  in  that  trade.    Is  a  direct  trade 
thas  carried  on  in  our  own  ships  less  honorable 
than  the  present  indirect  commerce,  which  yields 
to  England  the  advantages  of  that  monopoly 
against  which  we  have  t^en  remonstrating  and 
for  which  she  has  been  contending?    If  it  be  so, 
1  confer  I  have  yet  to  learn  the  import  of  the 
terms,  honor,  and  dignity,  submission,  dbc. 

Bat  the  provisions  of  this  bill  are  said  to 
be  inconsistent  with  the  approbation  we  have 
mwarded  to  the  President  for  the  dismissal  of 
#ack8on,  and  with  the  pledge  that  was  given  to 
support  him  in  any  consequences  that  may  ensue. 
I  certainly  did  not  understand  the  nature  or  ob- 
ject of  that  pledj^e  if  it  were  incompatible  with 
the  coarse  prescribed  by  the  bill  before  you.  We 
pledged  ourselves,  as  I  understood,  to  call  into 
action  the  resources  of  the  country  if  it  should 
become  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  conduct 
of  the  President ;  and  I  trust  there  will  be  no  in- 
disposition on  the  part  of  this  House  to  redeem 
the  pledffe  whenever  the  contingency  shall  bai)pen 
4m  which  it  is  provided.  We  have  as  yet  received 
no  intimation  from  the  Executive  or  from  any 
other  quarter  that  consequences  have  ensued 
which  require  an  appeal  to  arms,  and  of  course 
we  are  free  to  legislate  with  a  view  to  our  affairs 
geoerally,  as  to  us  shall  seem  meet. 

It  has,  however^  been  said  in  debate  that  the 
President  considered  the  present  bill  submissive, 
and  that  his  late  Message  calling  for  volunteers 
was  intended  to  put  a  stop  to  its  progress.  This 
is  not  a  correct  statement,  sir;  the  President's  ob- 
ject was  simply  to  raise  a  force  preparatory  to 
events  beyond  our  control,  and  which  might  pos- 
sibly happen ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  declar- 
ing xnj  perfect  conviction  that,  if  he  had  a  seat  on 
this  floor,  be  would  be  among  the  advocates  of 
this  very  measure,  which  some  gentlemen  pretend 
to  believe  he  so  much  abhors. 

I  hare  endeavored,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  present  my 


view  of  this  important  su^ect  to  which  our  at- 
tention has  been  called.  That  the  course  it  is 
proposed  to  pursue  is  entirely  free  from  objection 
I  have  not  ventured  to  contend,  but  to  my  mind 
it  appears  better  calculated  to  unite  the  represen* 
tatives  of  the  nation  than  any  that  has  been 
suggested  or  that  can  be  devised. 

Mr.  duiNCT  opposed  the  bill  in  a  speech  of 
nearly  an  hour. 

Mr.  Tallmadgb  spoke  against  the  bill  for  half 
an  hour. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  spoke  a  few  minutes  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Whbaton. 

Mr.  Dana  spoke  half  an  hour  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  spoke  a  few  minutes  against 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Shepfbt  spoke  in  reply  to  objections 
whicW  had  been  made  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Qaroenibr  spoke  a  few  minutes — 

And  then,  about  sun-down,  the  question  on  the 
passage  of  the  bill  was  decided,  in  the  affirma- 
tive— yeas  73,  nays  52,  as  follows : 

TzAs — Lemael  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  junior^ 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  Barwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb, 
Adam  Boyd,  John  Biown,  Robert  Brown,  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Howell 
Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  Henry  Crist,  Rich* 
ard  Cutttf,  John  Dawson^  John  W.  Eppe«,  William 
Findley,  Jonathan  Fiik,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Barent 
Gardenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.Garland,  Thomas 
Gholson,  jun.,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms,  Jamas 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Matthew  Ljon,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samnd 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicho- 
las R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Ro> 
ger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  John  Rca  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  ShefCer, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford^ 
John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Traej, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  ^diibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspooa. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain, 
William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  William 
Crawford,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  juiu, 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Charles 
GoldsboTOU^,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Na» 
thaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St.  Los 
Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  William  Mil- 
nor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,.  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  Benjamin  Pickman,  junior,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Johk 
Ross,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  William 
Stedman,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Sam^ 
uel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  ThomjMon, 
George  M.  Troup,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  i)yke» 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Esekisl 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson* 

[Absent  on  this  vote,  sixteen  members,  Tiz^-* 
Messrs.    Campbell,    Cook,  Denning,   FrankliB^ 
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Goodwyn,  Gray,  J.  Q.  Jackson,  Lore,  Matthews, 
Miller,  Nicholsoo,  J.  Porter,  Randolph,  E.  Root, 
Sawyer,  Weakley  ;  of  whom  Messrs.  Cook,  Den- 
ning, and  Randolph,  have  not  appeared  in  their 
seats  during  the  present  session,  and  Messrs.  M. 
Franklin  and  Goodwyn  are  absent  on  leave.] 


Tuesday,  January  30. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War,  transmitting,  in  obe- 
dience to  a  resolution  of  the  18th  instant,  two 
statements  of  the  returns  of  the  respective  quotas 
of  one  hundred  thousand  militia,  required  by  the 
Ffeiident  of  the  United  Slates  of  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  in  conformity  to  the  acts 
•f  the  18th  of  April,  1806,  and  the  30tb  of  March, 
1808 ;  which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  mi  the 
Uble. 

An  eoffrossed  bill  authorizing  the  discharge  of 
WiUiam  Hawkins,  from  his  imprisonment,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  en^ossed  bill  for  ike  relief  of  Jafed  Shat- 
trndk  was  read  th«  third  time,  and  passed^ 

An  engrossed  bill  extending  tke  right  of  suf- 
frage to  the  cLti2ens  of  Madison  eouaty,  in  the 
Mrssis^ippi  Territory  was  read  the  third  time. 

Rcwlced,  That  the  ^anie  do  pass,  and  that  the 
titte  be,  ^'Aa  «ct  for  the  appointment  of  an  addi- 
tional jud^,  snd  exleniiing  the  right  of  suffra^ 
to  ibe  citizens  of  Madi^ion  county,  in  the  Mis- 
siRSippi  Terniory.'* 

The  bill  s<?ni  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
get  exLending  certain  privileges  therein  mention- 
ed, to  Joseph  Jobhua  Dyster,^'  was  read  the  third 
time,  aQcl  passed,  witb  several  amendments. 

The  Hou^  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ment of  the  S^mate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
(qt  the  relief  of  Harry  Caldwell  and  Amasa  Jack- 
soQ,  JtTemiah  Xieynuld^  ajid  Levin  Jones |"  and 
iJbe  Mkme  waa  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

APPROPiaATION  BILL. 

On  BMtion  of  Mr.  Ept>E8,  tli«  House  resolved 
itttlf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
iMilrilig  appropriatioBB  for  the  support  of  the 
€h>verament  during  the  year  1810. 

A  motion  was  made  lo  strilce  out  the  clause 
tnaking  the  additional  allowance  of  fifteen  per 
eent^im  od  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  of  the  public 
offices. 

Messrs.  Bacon,  Tallmaogb,  Montgomery, 
apd  Root,  supported  the  motion,  and  Messrs. 
jBppEe,  Johnson,  Lyon,  Suilie,  Quincy,  Rhea, 
MuMFOBD,  Sueffey,  and  Taylor,  opposed  it. 
Kqratived— 52  to  41. 

There  is  in  the  bill  a  provision  '^  for  repaying 
die  Bac^k  of  the  United  States  a  sum  advanced 
to  the  lajtie  collector  at  New  Orleans,  to  enable 
him  to  pay  drawbadcs."  This  blank  waa  filled 
Jirith  the  siMn  of  $100,000. 

llfCSSrs.€luiNCY,LYON,OoLD8B0ROUGB,  EhOTT, 

Mk)  Key,  objected  to  the  appropriation  in  the  biW  of 
nine  thousand  dollars  for  a  Minister  to  Madrid, 
•a  we  had  no  Minister  there,  and  making  such  an 
jqppcopriation  would  be  a  sanction  of  this  House 


to  such  a  mission  to  proceed  forthwith ;  to  which 
they  objected.  Even  if  it  were  proper  now  to 
send  a  Minister  to  Madrid,  there  was  no  occasion 
for  an  appropriation  for  that  object,  because  the 
President  had  already  a  power  to  send  a  Minister 
to  any  nation,  if  he  thought  proper  to  exer- 
cise it. 

Messrs.  Eppes,  Bacon,  Root,  Rbea,  MgKhi, 
W.  Alston,  and  Montgomery,  replied  that  this 
was  included  in  the  estimate  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  was  no  doubt  intended  to  meet 
the  appointment  of  a  Minister  to  Spain,  when- 
ever the  Government  should  be  satisfied  whether 
a  Joseph  or  Ferdinand  swayed  the  ?ceptre,  whe- 
ther the  King  was  selected  from  the  Napoleon  or 
Bourbon  dynasty.  Whenever  the  Governinent 
of  Spain  was  settled,  we  ought  to  have  a  Minis- 
ter there. 

The  appropriation  was  refused  to  be  inserted— 
52  to  35. 

After  filling  the  various  blanks,  the  Committee 
rose  at  four  o'clock,  reported  progress,  and  asked 
leave  to  sit  again. 

Wednesday,  January  31. 

Mr.  Lyon  presented  a  petition  of  sundiry  iii- 
habiiaots  of  Shawneetown,  in  the  Illinois  Terrip 
tory,  praying  that  the  land  on  which  they  reside 
being  the  property  of  the  United  States,  may  be 
divided  into  lots  of  one  or  two  acres  each,  and 
that  the  said  lots  may  be  exposed  to  public  sale. 
—Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  PuUie 
Lands. 

Mr.  Gannett,  from  the  coneunittee  appoiattd 
on  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  a»thor- 
izing  the  dischArge  of  Pbineas  Varney  from  hi| 
imprisonment ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com* 
mitted  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday 
next. 

OFFICERS  OF  THS  REVOLUTION. 

Mr.  Nelson,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  twenty-fourth  instant,  made  a  report  on  the 
several  petitions  of  the  surviving  officers  of  the 
late  Revolutionary  Army;  which  was  read,  and 
referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day next.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  bv  ft  resolntion  of  Congress  of  the  15th  of 
Msy,  1778,  all  military  officers  who  then  were,  or 
should  thereafter  be,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
and  who  should  continue  in  service  during  the  war, 
and  not  hold  any  office  of  profit  under  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  should,  after  the  conclusion  of 
the  war,  be  entitled  to  receive,  annually,  far  the  tsrm 
of  seven  jrears,  if  they  should  live  so  long,  oae-half  of 
the  then  pay  of  such  officers:  provided  thatnogenaial 
officer  of  the  cavalry,  artillery,  or  infantry,  should  be 
entitled  to  receive  more  than  the  one-haJf  part  of  the 
pay  of  a  colonel  of  such  corps,  respectively;  and* 
provided  that  the  said  resolution  should  not  extend  ta 
any  officer  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  unless 
he  should  have  taken  an  oath  of  allegiance,  and  should 
actually  reside  within  some  one  of  the  United  States. 

That,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  1 1th  of  Aa- 
gust,  1779,  it  was  resolved  that  the  half-pay  provided 
by  the  aforesaid  resolution  of  the  16th  of  May,  1778^ 
should  be  extended  to  continue  for  life. 
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Tliat»by>WBolmtkm  of  Congnm  of  tlie  3Ut  of  Oc- 
toWr,  17e0»  it  fPts  pMnded  thmt  the  officers  who  should 
cotttiBiie  in  the  sornceto  the  end  of  the  war  shonld  be 
estitied  to  half^j  during  life,  to  commence  from  the 
I  of  their  redaction. 


That,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  17th  daj  of 
iannarj,  1781,  aU  officers  in  the  hospital  department, 
md  miedicai  stafl^  thereinafter  mentioned,  who  should 
cootinoe  in  service  until  the  end  of  the  war,  or  be  re- 
daoed  before  that  time  as  supernumeraries,  should  be 
entitled  to  receive  during  life,  in  lieu  of  half-pay,  the 
li^wing  allowances,  viz :  The  director  of  tbe  hosfi- 
lal,  equal  to  the  half-pay  of  a  lieutenant-colonel;  chief 
physician  and  surgeons  of  the  army  and  hospital,  and 
Dospital  physicians  and  surgeons,  purveyor,  apothecary, 
and  regimental  surgeons,  each  equal  to  the  half-pay  of 
acsptain. 

That,  by  a  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  22d  day  of 
March,  17133,  it  was  provided  that  such  officers  as  were 
then  in  service,  and  should  continue  therein  until  the 
end  of  the  war,  should  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
•moinii  of  five  years'  full  pay  in  money,  or  securities 
en  interest  at  six  per  centum  per  annum,  as  Congress 
ilKmld  find  most  convenient,  instead  of  the  half>pay 
promised  for  life  by  the  resolution  of  the  21st  day  of 
Oetober,  1780;  the  said  securities  being  such  as  should 
he  given  to  the  other  creditovs  of  the  United  States : 
lauiiiied  it  sheoH  be  at  the  option  of  the  lines  of  the 
respective  States,  and  not  of  officers  individualfy  in 
thsBB  lines,  to  acoeptor  refuse  the  same ;  and,  provided, 
alaot,  that  their  election  should  be  sigpiified  to  Congnss, 
through  the  Commander-in-Ohie^  fWm  the  lines  un^v 
his  immediate  command,  within  two  months,  and 
through  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Southern  Army, 
from  those  under  his  oommand,  within  six  months 
from  the  date  of  the  resolution. 

That  the  eame  commutation  should  extend  to  the 
cons  not  belonging  to  the  lines  of  any  particular  State, 
and  who  were  entitled  to  half-pay  as  aforesaid :  the 
acceptance  or  refusal  to  be  determined  by  tbe  corps, 
and  to  be  signified  in  the  same  manner,  and  within  the 
same  time,  as  above  mendoned  ;  that  all  officers  belong- 
ing to  the  hospital  department,  who  were  entitled  to- 
li^pay  by  the  resolution  of  the  17th  of  January,  1781, 
might  coltoctiv€^  agree  to  accept  or  refuse  the  afore- 
■asd  commutation,  signifying  die  same  through  tbe 
(Jonatander-in-Chief,  within  six  months;  that  such 
eftecn  as  had  retired  at  different  periods  entitled  to 
halfway  for  life,  might,  collective^,  in  each  State  of 
vhidttiiey  an  inhabitants,  accept  or  refhse  die  same ; 
then  acceptance  or  refusal  to  be  signified  by  agenta 
wUhenaed  for  that  purpose,  within  six  months ;  that, 
with  respect  to  s«oh  retiring  officers,  the  oommutati<m, 
if  accepted  by  them,  should  be  in  lien  of  whatever 
n^gbt  be  then  due. to  them  since  the  lime  of  their  re- 
tinog  from  service,  as  well  as  what  might  thereafter 
become  due ;  and  that  as  soon  as  their  acceptanoe 
ahoold  be  signified,  the  Superintendent  of  Finance 
should  he,  and  he  was  thereby,  authorized  to  take 
measurea  fi>r  the  settlement  uf  their  accounta  accord- 
in^y,  and  to  issue  to  them  certificates  bearing  interest 
at  six  per  cent ;  that  all  officers  entitled  to  half-pay  for 
file,  not  indoded  in  the  preceding  resolution,  might 
also,  collectively,  agree  to  accept  or  refuse  tbe  aforesaid 
eommntation,  signifying  the  same  within  six  months 
frma  the  passage  of  said  resolution. 

The  petitioners  state,  and  the  fact  is  of  too  general 
BDtari0ly  to  be  di^mted,  that  although  they  confidently 
^  at  tike  time  they  were  eoupetted  from  impe- 


rious necessi^  to  accept  the  sum  in  gpross  in  Hen  of 
hidf-pey  for  life,  that  it  would  be  paid  to  them  in  real- 
ity, and  not  by  a  fVesh  promise  without  sny  sufficient 
guarantee  for  ita  due  performance,  yet  they  were  com- 
pelled to  receive  certificates,  which,  for  want  of  any 
specie  provision  for  the  payment  of  them,  or  the  in- 
terest accruing  on  them,  were  immediately  depreciated 
to  ifwt  for  one,  and,  by  degrees,  to  ten  fbr  one,  in  ex- 
change for  money.  They  therefore  pray  that  half-pay 
for  life,  to  commence  from  the  time  of  the  reduction  <tf 
the  Army,  may  be  gpranted  to  them,  according  to  the 
solemn  stipulations  entered  into  with  them  by  Congress, . 
by  the  resolutions  before  referred  to ;  deducting  Uiere- 
from  the  five  years'  full  pay  received  by  them  in  depre- 
ciated paper,  by  way  of  commutation. 

It  is  well  known  to  your  committee^  and  to  the  whole- 
nation,  that  the  far  greater  part  of  the  officers  were^ 
compelled  by  hard  necessity  to  dispose  of  their  oommn*' 
tation  certificates  at  prices  infinitely  below  their  ttbm- 
inal  amount ;  that  this  did  not  proceed  firom  want  of 
patriotism,  of  which  they  had  beforehand  given  proofr 
most  ^unequivocal,  or  of  want  of  confidence  in  their 
Grovemment ;  but  that,  after  having  spent  the  vigor  of 
their  manhood  in  the  service  of  their  country,  diey  re- 
turned to  the  walks  of  civil  life,  (many  of  them  maim- 
ed, and  scarcely  able  to  halt  along,)  ignorant  of  what 
was  passing  or  likely  to  pass  in  the  councils  of  their 
country ;  ^e  griping  hand  of  poverty  bore  hard  upoi^ 
them;  and,  nnecquainted  as  they  necessarily  were 
with  civil  aiairs,  they  fell  an  ea^  prey  to  the  wUss  of 
the  artful  and  insidious  i^culator^  who  was  lying  iM 
wait  to  fatten  upon  their  hard  earnings.  Under  dr^ 
cumstances  like  these,  it  would  have  been  strange,  in- 
deed, if  they  had  kept  their  certificates  in  their  podt* 
ets.  Ko,  the  thing  was  impracticable ;  go  they  must, 
for  whatever  they  would  bring,  and  be  the  consequences 
whatever  they  might 

Upon  the  whole,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  contract  entered  into  by  Congress  with  the  officem 
ef  the  late  Revolutionary  Army,  for  giving  them  half* 
pay  for  Mfe,  has  not  been  substantially  complied  with 
by  the  Oovemmeat.  They,  therefore,  recommend  the 
following  resolution : 

RcBohidt  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  saa- 
sonable,  and  o«)ght  to  be  granted. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  a^ain  went  iato  Committee  of  the 
Whole  OD  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  Government  durms:  the  year  1810. 
The  bill  was  gone  through,  and  reported  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  Root  moved  to  strike  out  the  clause  mak- 
ing the  usual  appropriation  of  fifteen  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  the  salaries  of  the  clerks  in  the 
public  offices. 

After  debate,  negatived— yeas  63,  nays  54,  as 
follows : 

Teas — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Exe- 
kiel  Bacon,  WUliam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox, 
Henry  Crist,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
Ham  Ely,  Barzillai  Gannett,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gh-ay,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Hollands 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson, 
junior,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle, 
If  athaniel  Maoon,  Robert  Marion,  John  Montgomei^y 
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Thomas  Moore,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  Matthias  Richards, 
John  Roane,  Erastos  Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley, 
Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Nats — David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  John  Campbell,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaph- 
roditus  Champion,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  W.  Eppes,  Wm. 
Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas 
Gholson,  jun.,  Charles  Goldsborough,  William  Hale, 
William  Helms,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Alexander 
McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson, 
3enjamin  Pickman,  junior,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  John  Smith,  John  Stanley,  William  Stedman, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Ezekie^ 
Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Lton  nioyed  to  amend  the  cluuse  reported 
by  the  committee  "for  the  expenses  of  for- 
eign intercourse,"  by  specifying  Great  Britain, 
France^  and  the  Brazils,  as  the  countries  with 
whom  intercourse  should  be  maintained,  so  as  to 
exclude  Russia. 

Mr.  Lyon  observed,  that,  in  bringing  forward 
the  present  motion,  he  had  in  view  not  only  to 
get  an  opportunity  to  rote  against  the  appropria- 
tion of  a  large  sum  of  money  for  the  continuance 
of  a  mission  to  Russia,  and  sending  a  new  one  to 
Joseph  Bonaparte's  Court  at  Madrid,  from  which 
he  thought  no  advantage  to  this  nation  could  pos- 
sibly be  derived ;  but  he  hoped  to  be  satisfied  and 
enlightened  by  the  discussion  that  would  arise  on 
the  motion.  He  hoped  gentlemen  who  were  very 
sanguine  to  get  this  large  appropriation  of  $49,400 
gulped  down  at  one  swallow  would  condescend  to 
present  to  the  House  their  view  of  the  utility  of  these 
missions.  Two  gentlemen  (Mr.  Smilie  and  Mr. 
Burwell)  had  risen  seemingly  for  that  purpose, 
but  when  their  observations  were  animadverted 
on  by  the  gei^tleman  from  Connecticut,  (Mr.  Pit- 
kin,) they  explained  away,  as  I  understood  them, 
everything  lile  an  attempt  at  justification  of  the 
missions  in  a  political  point  of  view. 

What  commercial  connexions  have  we  or  can 
we  have  with  Russia,  said  Mr.  L.,  which  will  jus- 
tify the  expense  to  be  created  by  keeping  a  mission 
at  St.  Petersburg— the  lavishing  $10,350  annu- 
ally of  the  people's  money  for  the  salary  of  the 
Ambassador  and  his  Secretary  ?  Let  i\  be  under- 
stood, sir  that  inasmuch  as  the  President  has  sent 
Mr.  Adams  Ambassador  to  St.  Petersburg,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  (after  the  mission  had 
been  by  them  twice  rejected.)  1  have  no  objection 
to  his  being  paid  for  the  time  be  may  be  out.  He 
has  received  hi<  outfit  of  $9,000  for  the  current 


year,  and  also  that  of  his  Secretary  is  advanced 
to  him,  or  forwarded  from  theDeparcment  of  State; 
so  that  the  question  now  before  us  is  not.  will  yoa 
consent  to  appropriate  for  this  year's  salary  ? — it 
is,  will  you  consent  to  legitimize  a  perpetual  mis- 
sion at  the  Courts  mentioned  in  the  Secretary's 
report  of  estimates?  It  is  now  we  are  called  on 
to  vote  the  annual  appropriation  for  such  an  estab- 
lishment. 

We  have  always  been  told  that  our  commerce 
with  Russia  brings  no  money ;  her  staple  com- 
modities are  the  same  as  ours;  her  exports  are 
principally  iron  and  hemp,  and  articles  produced 
from  these  staples.  And  shall  we,  at  a  time  when 
there  is  the  greatest  necessity  for  encouraging  our 
own  manufactures,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  mate- 
rials necessary  for  their  use,  burden  the  nation  and 
increase  the  national  debt  by  keeping  a  mission  at 
Russia  at  the  expense  of  $10,350  per  annum,  merely 
to  facilitate  a  commerce  which  operates  as  a  clog 
to  the  growth  of  our  manufactures,  and  tends  to 
discourage  the  culture  of  hemp  and  the  making 
our  ore  into  iron?  My  situation  in  the  Western 
country,  which  is  capable  of  producing  hemp  for 
all  the  world,  forbids  my  concurring  in  such  a 
ruinous  policy;  my  knowledge  that  this  nation 
can  and  will,  with  due  encouragement,  produce 
more  than  she  wants,  forbids  it. 

Shall  we,  sir,  after  refusing  a  Minister  from  the 
Junta's  Court  at  Seville,  in  Spain,  take  a  decided 

fpirt  in  favor  of  the  Corsica n  usurper,  who  has 
een  hoisted  on  the  Spanish  Throne  by  his  tyrant 
brother,  by  voting  our  constituents'  money  to  send 
a  mission  to  his  Court  at  Madrid?  In  no  other 
light  can  this  thing  be  considered,  notwithstand- 
ing the  vote  of  yesterday  refusing  the  sum  first 
proposed  as  an  appropriation  to  be  expended  in 
intercourse  with  foreign  nations. 

The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  have  made 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  their  guide.  It  has 
been  printed  for  the  use  of  (he  members;  copies 
have  gone  to  the  office  of  the  Department  of  State 
and  of  the  Treasury,  and  this  report  will  be  their 
guide  with  regard  to  the  items  which  constitute 
this  agregate  of  $49,400.  This  report,  bringing 
into  that  aggregate  sum  a  mission  to  Madrid,  and 
no  record  or  document  being  found  pointing  out 
what  was  the  intent  of  the  reduction,  the  Execu- 
tive is  left  to  send  this  mission  to  Madrid  if  they 
choose  to  call  on  us  another  year  for  the  balance 
of  the  expense,  or  to  draw  it  out  of  the  appropri- 
ation for  contingent  expenses  for  foreign  inter- 
course. 

I  am  told,  sir.  that  instead  of  embarrassing^  and 
delaying^  the  passage  of  this  appropriation  bill,  I 
should  have  come  forward,  in  a  manly  manneff 
and  laid  a  resolution  on  your  table  lor  calling 
home  the  Minister  at  St.  Petersburg,  if  I  did  not 
like  the  mission.  It  has  been  too  often  the  case, 
sir,  that  millions  of  the  people's  money  have  been 
voted  away  in  a  day,  in  this  House,  with  a  bare 
quorum  of  members  in  their  seats.  This  very  un- 
justifiable apathy  is  by  no  means  a  reason  that 
we  should  not  now'clieck  an  appropriation,  the 
utility  of  which  Is  at  least  doubtful  and  iodefeo- 
sible.   Qentlemea  will  impend  weeLs  very  patiently 
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ia  debate  on  mere  matters  of  form,  or  oa  abstruse 
propofiitions,  the  ultimate  decrsioD  of  which  is  of 
no  importance  to  their  constituents,  but  seem  very 
soon  to  be  worn  out  when  an  attempt  is  made  to 
particolarize,  and  show  to  the  people  the  manner 
in  which  their  twenty  thousands  are  laid  out. 

Although  I  do  not  profests  to  be  a  connoisseur 
in  politeness,  I  have  always  prided  myself  in  act- 
ing openly,  manly,  and  candid.  Had  I,  on  this 
occasion,  been  manly,  or  rather  foolish  enough, 
as  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppeb) 
seems  to  wish,  to  have  suffered  this,  which  I  call 
abominable  appropriation,  to  pass  sub  sileniio, 
I  should  have  immediately  been  told  that  the 
resolution  was  an  unjustifiable  interference  with 
the  powers  of  the  Executive,  and  the  resolution 
would  in  all  probability  have  been  smothered,  as 
many  an  important  one  has  been,  by  a  refusal  of 
the  majority  to  consider  or  take  it  up.  I  think  it 
is  most  manly,  sir,  at  the  time  when  you  are  vot- 
ing away  millions  in  a  single  day,  to  call  the 
House  to  a  pause  on  important  questions  like  the 
present.  Indeed,  1  knew  of  no  other  way  by 
which  discussion  on  this  subject  could  be  pro- 
Tojked  or  obtained.  Subjects  of  this  kind  seem 
to  be  always  too  delicate  for  majorities  to  dwell 
upon ;  9ub  sUeniio  votes  suit  them  best. 

In  the  year  1798,  Federal  gentlemen  contended 
that  the  Constitution  gave  the  President,  with 
the  consent  of  the  Senate,  the  power  of  sending 
as  many  missions  to  foreign  countries  as  he 
tbooght  proper,  and  that  we,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, were  bound  to  vote  their  salaries  apd 
oatfits.  We,  Republicans,  contended  that  this 
House  had  a  discretionary  power,  and  could  re- 
fuse to  appropriate  the  salaries  and  outfits  when 
we  thoognt  proper.  There  is  but  one  Federal 
gentleman,  now  a  member,  who  was  at  that  time 
a  member  of  this  House,  (Mr.  Dana.)  I  am 
happy  to  be  able  to  congratulate  myself  on  that 
gentleman *s  seeming  to  nave  come  to  my  opinion, 
while  I  have  to  regret  that  many  gentlemen  in 
this  House,  who  call  themselves  Republicans, 
particularly  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mt. 
Root.)  and  a  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr. 
McKiM,}  are  advocating  the  old  aristocratic  doc- 
trine on  this  subject.  I  confess  I  do  not  under- 
stand that  kind  of  republicanism  that  changes  its 
doctrines  with  a  change  of  power.  I  like  that 
steadjr  republicanism  which  will,  when  in  power. 

Sractise  the  principles  and  doctrines  advocated 
y  Repoblieans  out  of  power.  What  principle 
has  been  more  zealously  proposed  and  advocated, 
and  ofcener  reverberated  in  the  public  ear,  than 
§pee^  oppropriatumM ;  and  yet  how  is  that  prin- 
ciple seouted  now  by  self-styled  Republicans, 
when  in  power  and  called  to  act  upon  it  I  In 
this  very  bill  you  make  a  specific  item  for  the 
salary  of  each  oflicer  of  the  Mint,  in  lieu  of  say- 
ing in  one  item,  ^for  the  salaries  of  officers  of  the 
Mint, dollars."  So  with  regard  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  each  Territory;  there  is  an  item  for 
each  individual  salary,  and  for  each  set  of  judges, 
ia  Hen  of  saying,  ^^iclr  the  salaries  of  the  Gov- 
ernors and  tne  judges  of  the  Territories, 

dollars."    Bot,  sir,  when  this  House  is  called  on, 


by  a  number  of  its  members,  to  make  a  specific 
appropriation  for  each  Minister  and  Secretary, 
that  is  to  be  kept  at,  or  sent  to,  a  foreign  Court, 
instead  of  appropriating  the  people's  money  in  a 
dark,  enigmatical  manner,  not  easily  understood 
by  them,  Republican  gentlemen  forget  all  their 
high-sounding  professions  in  favor  of  the  Repub- 
lican doctrine  of  specific  appivpriations,  and  shel- 
ter themselves  under  a  custom  which  they  say 
was  in  practice  under  the  Administration  of  those 
who  made  no  such  professions,  as  if  they  acknowl- 
edged themselves  that  their  former  professions  are 
now  to  go  for  nothing.  What  caution  was  oftener 
repeated  by  Republicans,  ten  and  twelve  years 
ajg^o,  than  "  Beware  of  the  power  of  the  Execu- 
tive; by  its  extensive  patronage  our  liberties  will 
be  endangered  I"  Instead  of  guarding  against 
Executive  encroachments,  Republicans,  in  name, 
have  quietly  acquiesced  in,  or  actively  promoted, 
as  they  do  in  this  case,  every  encroachment  that 
opportunity  has  presented. 

The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Bppes)  has 
reallv  told  us  an  edifying,  entertaining  story,  about 
a  sick  man  and  his  family,  who  were  put  into  a 
salutary  and  quiet  sleep  by  reading,  and  hearing, 
for  a  very  little  time,  the  production  of  a  dull 
author ;  and  the  gentleman  has  very  wittily  made 
this  production  apply  to  the  speeches  of  members 
of  Congress.  That  gentleman  has  ha^l  no  oppor- 
tunity to  get  himselfto  sleep  reading  mv  speeches 
made  this  session.  The  newspapers  have  been 
otherwise  occupied,  and  I  can  tell  him  with  truth, 
that,  on  my  way  to  Congress  this  Winter,  (how- 
ever eager  I  was  to  read  the  news,  and  to  hear 
what  was  doing  here,)  I  have  had  many  a  com- 
fortable nap  in  reading,  or  attempting  to  read,  the 
long  speeches  made  by  some  gentlemen  during 
the  session. 

Messrs.  Dana,  CIuinct,  Pitkin,  Shbffet,  and 
Stanford,  supported' the  motion.  Mr.  CIuinot 
and  Mr.  Shbpfbt  were  not  opposed  to  tbe  mis- 
sion to  Russia,  but  were  desirous  of  making  the 
appropriations  specific  as  to  each  nation,  in  pre- 
ference to  appropriating  the  whole  under  a  gene- 
ral head. 

Messrs.  Eppeb,  Smilib,  Pickman,  Rhba,  and 
McKiif ,  opposed  the  inotion.  They  all  expressed 
themselves  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  mission,  ex- 
cept Mr.  Pickman,  who  said  he  should  vote 
against  the  motion,  because  it  was  not  the  prov- 
ince of  the  House,  but  of  the  President  aiid  Sen- 
ate, to  decide  on  the  propriety  of  a  mission  to  a 
foreign  nation.  This  argument  was  also  used  by 
other  gentlemen,  and  replied  to  by  Mr.  Shbffet 
and  Mr.  Stanford. 

The  debate  on  this  subject  was  desultory  and 
diffuse.  Those  opposed  to  the  mission  to  Russia 
contended  that  we  nad  no  occasion  for  a  Minister 
there,  more  especially  as  that  Power  appeared  so 
subservient  to  France,  and  as  a  ''Northern  Con- 
federacy" was  said  to  be  forming  there,  in  which 
we  might  be  expected  to  participate.  To  this  it 
was  replied,  that  blind  subservience  to  the  views 
of  France  was  not  apparent  in  the  conduct  of 
Russia;  that  she  was  almost  the  only  nation 
which  treated  with  us  on  terms  of  reciprocity, 
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and  appeared  to  be  in  Eorope  almost  the  only 
Bupporter  of  neutral  rights;  and  it  was  therefore 
said  to  be  peculiarly  proper  that  we  should  have 
a  Minister  there. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Lyoh's 
motion  the  House,  at  half-past  four,  adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  1. 

Mr.  MiLNOR,  from  the  Committee  of  Accounts, 
who  was  instructed,  by  a  resolution  of  the  seven- 
teenth  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  contract  for  supplying  the  House  with  sta- 
tionery has  been  executed,  and  into  the  propriety 

of  furaishing  each  member  with amount  of 

stationery,  at  the  commencement  of  each  session, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read^  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  cooctirred  in  by  the 
House,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  vnneceuary  to  take  any 
further  order  on  this  subject. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  pesented  a  bill  providing  for  the  print- 
ing and  distributing  such  laws  of  the  United 
States  as  respect  the  public  lands;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Conunittee  of  the 
Whole  on  Monday  next« 

Mr.  Desha,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  eighth  ultimo,  on  the  petition  of  Daniel 
Boone,  made  a  report ;  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred tp  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

APPROPRIATION  BILL. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1810. 

Mr.  Lyon's  amendment  being  yet  under  con- 
aideratioa — 

Mr.  Eppcs  stated  that  the  amendment  proposed 
an  entire  innovation  in  the  practice  of  Congress 
in  respect  to  the  foreign  intercourse,  and  quoted 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  for  eighteen  years 
)»ast,  to  show  that  the  language  of  the  appropria- 
tion law  had  always  been  the  same  as  now  used 
isk  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lyon's  motion  was  negatived— yeas  39, 
nays  77,  as  follows : 

TsAS — Daniel  BlakideU,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
C.  Chamberltin,  William  OhamberUn,  Epoj^ixodituB 
Chsmpion*  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier,  Charles 
Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WUliam  Hale,  Na- 
ihaniol  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard 
Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philijp  B.  Key,  Her- 
man Knickerbacker,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Jonathan  O.  Moteley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, Junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Daniel 
fiheffey.Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  and  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Anderson,  Eatkiel  Bacon,  Barw«ll  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  WUMara  A. 
Bm^waU,  William  Butler,  Joseph  OafluHiB,  Matthew 


Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Oobb,  James  Cochran, 
James  Cox,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  !>•- 
sha,  John  W.  Eppee,  William  Pindley,  Jonathan  Fosk, 
Bareillai  GanneU,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  6.  OarkinJ, 
ThomM  Gholson,  junior,  Edwin  Giaj,  William  Hofaas, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hofty,  Rioh- 
ard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones, Thomas  Kenan,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion, 
Vincent  Matthews^Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKin^ 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Nichol- 
aon,  Benjamin  Pickman,  junior,  John  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John 
Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel 
Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  ^Smith* 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard.  John  Taylor,  John 
Thompson,  Dri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Cfaarlea 
Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Bao- 
kiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  Richard-  Winn,  an4 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  amendment  made  by  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  to  fill  the  blank  "  for  contingent  ex* 
penses  of  foreign  intercourse"  with  "  fifty  thou- 
sand dollars"  being  under  consideration— 
^  Messrs.  CiuiNCT,DAiiA,GARBBMiEB,and  Gold, 
opposed  the  appropriation  \  and  Messrs.  Eppbs. 

ShBFFET,    MaCOM,    BaOON,    ALaTON,    RfiBA,    of 

Tennessee,  Montoohery,  kEY,and  Pitkin, sup- 
ported it. 

Those  who  opposed  it  stated  as  a  reason  Car 
their  opposition,  that,  by  the  report  of  the  sui>- 
plufises  remaining  unexpended  at  the«nd  of  tha 
present  year,  it  appeared  there  were  unexpended^ 
under  the  head  of  "  contingent  expenses  of  for- 
eign intercourse,''  $70,000,  which,  added  to  $5(V- 
000  now  proposed  to  be  appropriated,  would  make 
$120,000  at  the  control  of  the  GoTerament  for 
contingent  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  j  aad, 
added  to  the  appropriation,  in  the  bill  for  the  or- 
dinary expensed  or  foreign  intercourse,  would 
make  near  9170«000  subject  to  expenditure  for 
foreign  intercourse  during  the  present  year ;  that 
there  was  no  reason  why  this  additional  appro- 
priation should  be  made  when  so  nauch  remained 
unexpended  of  a  former  appropriation ;  that^yen 
if  there  were  no  balance  on  hand^  this  was  no 
reason  why  the  contingent  appropriation  should 
be  larger  now  (as  it  is)  than  at  any  former  period ; 
and  that,  if  the  appropriation  was  made,  it  would 
be  proper  to  know  to  what  object  it  was  to  be 
applied. 

Mr.  GARDSMiut  expressed  a  hope  that  it  was 
not  for  secret  service  money,  or  to  aid  in  the  €»• 
tablisha»ent  of  the  Northern  Confederation,  so 
much  spoken  of;  but  said,  it  was  no  good  omen 
that,  under  the  late  Administration,  a  Minister 
had  been  sent  to  Russia  without  information 
being  given  to  either  branch  of  the  Legislature^ 
and  that  another  should  now  have  hien  sent 
without  any  reason  having  been  assigned  for  it. 

In  reply  it  was  said,  that  the  re|KM't  alluded  to^ 
of  unexpected  surplusses,  was  made  some  months 
affo.  and  that  the  bakace  remaining  imexpended 
of  tormer  appropriatioiui  was  merely  nominali 
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Ibr,  bf  the  nme  report,  tbere  remaioed  unex- 
peaded  of  the  mppropriatioa  for  the  ci?U  list,  five 
Modied  thouMiBd  dollars,  which  ererv  one  knew 
vo«ld  be  expended  before  the  end  of  the  year ; 
(hat,  by  that  report,  more  than  a  million  remain- 
ed uoexpeDded  of  the  Navy  appropriation,  and 
BO  one  eoald  doobt  hat  that  woqU  he  drawn  ont ; 
that  itemiemen  shonld  be  ceaeietent  in  their  op- 
posiikm,  beeause  that,  for  the  satne  reason  which 
tbey  Disposed  this  appropriation,  they  onffbt  to 
have  opposed  the  appropriation  for  the  ciru  list ; 
tbat  this  item  was  intended  and  always  had  been 
appropriated  to  cover  contingent  expenses  of  in- 
tercjpitrse,  and  expressly  provided  for  by  law,  as, 
for  instance,  the  outfit  of  a  Minister,  despatch 
Tessels.  &c. ;  that  the  siun  was  larger  now  than 
usual,  because  of  the  state  of  our  affairs,  which 
rendered  it  necessary  for  the  Government  fre- 
quently to  send  despatch  vessels  to  Europe,  the 
ordinary  mode  of  intercourse  being  closed. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMERT  observed,  in  reply  to  the  in- 
timation about  a  Northern  Confederacy,  that  he 
could  not  conceive  to  what  gentlemen  alluded. 
He  had,  indeed,  heard,  a  year  a^o,  of  a  plan  of  a 
Jforihern  Confederacy  on  this  Continent,  by 
which  the  Union  was  to  be  divided  by  the  Hud- 
ton,  and  annexed  to  the  British  provinces.  Per- 
bape  gentlemen  alluded  to  that.  As  to  the  secret 
fervice  money,  he  knew  of  none  expended  under 
the  late  or  present  Administration ;  under  a  for- 
mer Administration,  it  was  true,  there  bad  been 
some  singular  expenditures  of  that  kind,  some  of 
which  were  now  under  con:>ideration  at  the 
Comptroller's  office,  for  instance,  **  for  secret  ser- 
Tiee  money,  $250:'*'and  even  an  Item  of  ^15  paid 
to  a  doorkeeper  for  secret  service,  which  service, 
he  believed,  was  tracing  the  clues  to  the  famous 
tubs  that  arrived  at  Charleston  in  1798  or  1799. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  appropriation — yeas 
102,  nays  16,  as  follows : 

T«A«^L«miMl  J.  Alston,  WilUa  Alston,  iunior, 
Wilfiam  AndersMi,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bur- 
weU  Bavett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam 
Bejd,  Jaases  Breckenridge,  John  Brown,  Robert 
Bfovn,  William  A.  BurweD,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
Calhoim,  William  ChamberUn,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pioii,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb, 
James  Cot^nii,  Jamee  Oox,  Wilkam  €ratitfbrd,  Rich- 
aid  Ontts,  J<^  Dawson,  Josaph  Dtaha,  John  W. 
JSppes,  Wniiam  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Bacaillai 
Oannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas 
QhdUon,  juaior,  Edwin  Gray,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  HeiKter,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Haftj,  Riehaid  Jackaon,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard 
M.  iifcsiina,  Walter  Joms,  Thonaas  Knian,  WilHam 
Kennedj,  Plulqp  B.  Key,  Herasan  Knioksrbacker,  John 
Love,  Ami  Lyle,  Kathaniel  Macon,  R.  Marlon,  Vin- 
Mftt  MalUfciws,  A.  McKttH  Pleasant  M.  MiUer,  WU- 
IteB  Mihuar,  John  Montgoaiery,  Thomas  Moaia,  Jare- 
■liak  Uamm,  Jonathan  O.  Moael^,  Gondon  8.  Mam- 
fod,  TliosMa  NewboU,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nick- 
abea,  ioMfdi  Fsaraon,  Timotl^  Pitkin,  jumor,  John 
ftiter,  John  Raa  of  Penii^brania,  Jabn  Rhaa  of  Tea^ 
tMiiii,  MsttUaa  Riebaids,  John  Reane,  firastna  Root, 
Jaha  Raaa,  Ebaneaer  Sage,  Thonaa  i^s-naana,  Len- 
ael  Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
f^  bmam  Snaatt,  John  i3qiiMe»  Qeorfa  Smith, 


John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Benry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Talimadge,  John 
Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner, 
junior,  Jabez  Upbam,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James 
Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — Samuel  W.  Dana,  William  Ely,  Barent  Gar- 
denier,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Jona- 
than H.  Hubbard,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St. 
Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Josiah  Qnincy,  Wit 
liam  Stedman,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Yam 
Rensadaer,  and  Laban  Wkeaton. 

Mr.  Rbt  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  the  appropriation  for  the  ex* 
penses  of  foreign  intercourse,  with  a  view  to  ex- 
clude the  appropriation  for  the  mission  to  Russia. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  K.  delivered  his  sentiments 
against  that  mission.  After  he  concluded,  his 
motion  to  recommit  the  bill,  was  negatived — 
yeas  29,  nays  91,  as  follows  : 

Ya^^Daaiel  BiaiadeU,  John  CampbeU,  John  C 
Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  £M{diioditua 
ChampioB,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Wil^ 
liam  Ely,  James  BmoU,  Barent  Gardanier,  William 
Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Riehard  Jackson,  junior,  PhiMp 
B.  -Key,  Henaan  Kniokerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junioi^ 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Liviiig8ton» 
Matthew  Lyon,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearaon, 
Tioaotfaor  Pitkin,  jaaior,  John  Stanley,  William  Sted- 
aan,  Jasob^Swoopa*  Samual  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tatt- 
madge,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Laban  Wlm^ 
ton. 

K^va^^JLMnaal  J.  Alaton,  WiUis  Alston,  jr.,  Willian 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breokeiiridge,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
WUliam  A.  BorweU,  WHliam  Botler,  Joeeph  Calhoun, 
Matthew  day,  John  Clopton,  HoweN  Cobb,  Jensen 
CoKthran,  Jaines  Cox,  William  Cvawfoid,  Ridmrd 
Cntis,  JehB  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  fippea, 
William  Ptndley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  BanriUai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gaidaer,  Datid  8.  Garftmd,  Thomas  Gholaaa, 
jviior,  Cfaarlea  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.GoU,  Bdwifti 
Gray,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Wttliam  Hekns,  Jamaa 
HoUacnd,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hafty,  Robert  Je»- 
kiaa,  Bicbaid  M.  Jehnaon,  Walter  Jones,  Thomaa 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  John  Lo^e,  Aaeon  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Maeon,  Robeit  Marion,  YiBOeiit  MattheWa, 
Avchibald  MeBryde,  Saaouel  MeKee,  Alexander  Me- 
Kim,  Plcasatit  M.  MUler,  William  Milnor,  John  Meal- 
gKMMry,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gatdon  S.  Mnmibrd,  Tha- 
mas  NewbcM,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholaan, 
Benjan^a  Piekoan,  joa.,  John  Poiter,  Josiah  Qnincy, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasaa, 
Matthias  RioKards,  John  Roane,  Erastue  Root,  John 
Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  l*homas  Saasmona,  Ebenener 
Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smille,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Heary  Soutbald,  Richard  Staalbrd, 
Lewis  B.  Stuiges,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Traqy,  CharlesTumer,  junior,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholaa 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Wcaklcv, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Exekial  Whit^ian,  and  Robert  Widi- 
erspoon* 
I  The  remainder  of  the  appropriations  being 
agreed  to  without  opposition,  the  btii  was  ordered 
to  he  engrossed  for  a  thicd  i>^ing. 
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State  of  the  Army—Bank^  of  the  District  of  Chlumbia.       Febboart,  1810. 


STATE  OF  THE  ARMY. 

Two  Messages  were  receifed  from  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  transmittiog  a  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience  to 
a  resolution,  callings  for  information  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  instructions  given  to  the  armed  vessels 
within  our  waters.  [It  appears  by  this  report 
that  there  have  been  no  instructions,  on  this  sub- 
ject, issued  since  1805.] 

The  other  Message  transmits  the  following  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance,  also, 
with  a  call  of  the  House : 

Wab  DiPABTxiNT,  Jan.  30, 1810. 

8iB :  In  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  of  the  22d  inst,  I  have  the  honor  to 
transmit  you  the  following  returns,  marked  A,  B, 
andC. 

A,  exhibits  a  general  return  of  the  troops  of  the 
United  States  composing  the  Military  Peace  Establish- 
ment and  the  additional  military  force  of  each  regi- 
ment and  corps,  taken  from  the  latest  returns  received 
by  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  of  the  Army,  to  the  28th 
of  November,  1809,  to  which  is  subjoined  the  present 
disposition  of  the  general  and  field  officers. 

6.  A  return  of  the  regular  forces  allotted  for  the  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans,  comprehending  those  of  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment  on  that  station,  and  the 
additional  military  force  ordered  there  on  the  2d  De- 
cember, 1808. 

C.  The  disposition  and  effective  strength  of  the  ad- 
ditional military  force  ordered  for  the  defonce  of  Nevr 
Orleans,  taken  from  the  latest  reports  received  at  the 
office  of  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector  of  the  Army,  to 
which  is  subjoined  a  list  of  resignations,  dismissals, 
and  deaths,  of  the  officers  of  the  Army  since  the  let  of 
January,  1809. 

The  additional  force  ordered  for  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans  was  detached  from  the  several  corps  as  they 
had  been  recruited,  and  arrived  at  that  place  between 
the  10th  of  March  and  20th  April,  1800.  Leaving  a 
detachment  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  this  army 
moved  and  encamped  at  Terre-au-Bosuf,  on  the  Missis- 
ttppi,  fifteen  miles  below  New  Orleans,  on  the  8th  of 
June,  where  they  remamed  until  the  month  of  Sep- 
tember. In  September  they  embarked  for  Natchea, 
and  in  the  monUi  of  October  encamped  near  Washing- 
ton, six  miles  in  the  rear  of  Natches,  at  which  place 
they  hutted  for  the  winter. 

It  must  have  been  expected  that  the  sickness  and 
mortality  incident  to  new  troops  in  the  summer  and 
'autumnal  months  would  be  aggravated  by  their  removal 
to  a  more  Southern  climate.  The  whole  of  the  detach- 
ment has  been  affected  with  disease,  and  the  number 
.of  deaths  will  be  found  eventually  to  exceed  those  in 
the  returns. 

Since  their  removal  to  their  present  station,  the  latest 
advices  state  that  they  are  convalescent 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec 

W.  EUSTIS. 

ThePBisiDBiTTo/^^  United  Staiea, 

The  Message,  report,  and  documents,  accom- 
panying the  same,  were  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, composed  of  Messrs.  Nbwton,  Milnor, 
Nelson,  Cochran,.  Winn,  Howard,  Hale,  Pick- 
man,  and  MUMFORD. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  to  print  the 
Message  and  documents.  This  motion  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Newton  and  Eppbs,  who  con- 


tended that  DO  other  nation  in  existence  ever 
officially  exposed  to  the  world  the  precise  slate 
and  disposition  of  its  military  force  ;  and, at  this 
time  particularly,  it  would  be  improper  for  us  to 
do  it. 

Messrs.  Ely,  Lton,  Maoon,  and  Taxlmadob, 
supported  the  motion  fur  printing,  ailegioff  that 
there  was  no  occasion  for  secrecy  or  coDcealmeot 
in  relation  to  an  army  of  five  or  six  thousand 
men,  as  a  knowledge  of  their  precise  destination 
and  situation  would  be  of  no  importance  to  an 
enemy,  if  we  had  one,  but  was  inaportant  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States. 

Before  the  question  on  printing  was  decided, 
the  House  adjourned.  ' 


Friday,  February  2. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Johnson,  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn  ;  andjthequestion  thereon 
being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative- 
yeas  10,  nays  61. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bassett,  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  whom  was  committed  the  bill  for 
incorporating  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
in  the  town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, were  discharged  from  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  the  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  prescribe  the  mode  in 
which  application  shall  be  made  for  the  purchase 
of  land  at  the  several  land  offices,  and  for  the  re- 
lief of  Joab  Garret.  The  bill  was  reported  with- 
out amendment^  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  question  under  consideration  yesterdaf 
when  the  House  adjourned,  for  printing  the  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  War^  was  carried  in  the  af- 
firmative—50  to  38. 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  that  the  select  committee 
to  whom  this  report  was  referred,  should  be  dis- 
charged from  the  further  consideration  of  it,  ia 
order  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Afiairs.    Motion  negatived — ayes  29. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  late  Samuel  G. 
East,  went  through  the  Committee  of  the  Wholes 
and  was  then  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

BANKS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Mr.  Love,  from  the  Committee  on  the  District 
of  Columbia,  to  whom  was  referred  the  several 

Petitions  relative  to  the  Banks  of  Alexandria,  of 
otomac,  of  Washington,  and  of  the  Union  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  reported: 

First :  That  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  was  eatabUsbsd 
by  an  act  of  the  Legialature  of  Virginia,  passed  in  the 
year  1792;  allowing  a  capital  to  be  raised  to  ths 
amount  of  $160^0,  and  limiting  the  duration  of  the 
bank  to  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1803 ;  that  by  an  set 
of  the  same  Legislature,  passed  the  6th  day  of  Decem- 
ber, in  the  year  1795,  the  capital  of  the  said  bankwss 
allowed  to  be  increased  to  $500,000,  the  whole  of  which 
has  been  subscribed  for;  and  on  the  21st  day  of  isno- 
ary,  in  the  year  1801,  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  ex- 
tended the  duration  of  the  charter  to  the  4th  of  Marofa* 
1811. 

An  increase  of  capital  and  an  eztenuon  to  the  timt 
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hat  aiciitioiicd,  it  is  pireramed  was  decided  on,  from  a 
knowledge  of  the  beneficial  effecU  the  commanitj  had 
derived  firom  the  institution  and  the  propriety  with 
which  it  had  been  conducted ;  and  also  from  an  opinion, 
perhaps  prevalent,  (bat  how  well  founded  your  com<* 
mittee  do  not  pretend  to  decide,)  that  the  Congress  of 
^  United  States  had  divested  themselves  of  the  power 
•f  gtantiiig  a  ^iart«r,  even  to  a  priirate  bank,  till  the 
tens  of  limitation  &r  that  of  the  United  States  had 
expned* 

TIm  naefbl  and  prosperons  operations  of  the  Bank 
of  Alexandria  have  continued  to  an  equal  degree  and 
extent  to  diat  which  they  bad  been  carried  to  when 
tfiat  inatitation  last  recei^  the  sanction  of  the  Btate 
of  Virginia  by  the  act  of  1801.  It  has  preserved  a 
stibihty  of  credit,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  induce 
a  belief  that  the  same  prudence  and  circumspection  has 
intaenoed  the  conduct  of  the  directors  of  it  since,  as 
did  before  the  8tate  of  Virginia  ceased  to  have  juris- 
dktioo  over  the  place  of  its  establishment. 

The  drcnmstanoe  of  this  incorporation  having  been 
created  under  the  special  sanction  of  the  ceding  State, 
and  iti  therefore  presumed  conaistency  with  the  inter- 
ests and  wishes  of  that  State,  the  citizens  of  which  are 
principally  affected  by  the  circulation  of  its  notes,  af- 
forda  considerations  for  a  continuance  of  its  charter, 
which  are  certainly  entitled  to  particular  respect.  The 
average  annual  dividends  of  this  bank  have  been  equal 
Co  eight  and  three-iburths  per  centum  on  its  capital,  to 
Represent  time. 

file  provisions  of  its  charter  secure  to  the  public, 
afiected  by  the  circulation  it  enjoys,  the  responaibility 
of  eadi  stodiholder  or  member  of  the  company,  in  their 
nataral  capacities,  to  an  amount  equal  to  the  stock 
held  by  him  in  case  of  losses  or  deficiency  of  the  cap- 
ital stodL,  at  the  time  such  loss  or  deficiency  shall 
take  place,  firom  whatsoever  cause  it  may  arise ;  knd, 
also^  in  case  the  total  amount  of  the  debts,  which  the 
company  shall  at  any  time  owe,  shall  exceed  four  times 
die  amount  of  the  capital  stock  over  and  above  the 
moneys  actuoUy  deposited  in  the  bank  for  safe  keep- 
ing, the  directors,  under  whose  administration  it  shall 
happen,  shall,  in  their  natural  and  private  capacities, 
be  liable  for  sudi  excess  to  any  creditor  of  the  bank, 
except  diose  directors  who  were  absent,  or,  being  pres- 
et, dissented  to  the  act,  which  should  produce  such 
excess;  and,  in  case  such  directors  should  not  have 
property  sofficient  to  pay,  the  stockholders  are  made 
haUe,  in  their  private  capacities,  for  such  excess. 

It  is  also  made  necewary,  by  the  provisions  of  its 
diarter,  tb^t  the  president  and  directors  shall,  once  in 
every  year,  lay  before  the  Executive  of  Virginia,  an 
accoont  truly  stating  the  situation  of  the  bank  and  its 
Amds.  A  summary  mode  of  recovery  is  also  provided 
for  the  creifitors  of  the  bank. 

3dly.  The  Bank  of  Potomac,  next  to  that  of  Alex- 
andria, has  been  longest  in  existence  of  any  respecting 
whidi  petitions  have  been  referred  to  this  committee. 
It  is  derived  firom  an  association  of  individuals,  which 
tDok  place  for  that  purpose  in  the  town  of  Alexandria, 
in  the  year  1 804,  who  agreed  to  subscribe  a  capital, 
not  exceeding  $500,000,  the  whole  amount  of  which 
has  been  paid  according  to  the  terms  of  the  association. 
The  petitioners  assign,  as  a  reason  for  not  applying  at 
that  time  for  a  charter,  their  impression  that  the  Na- 
tional Legislature  had  been  precluded  by  the  terms  on 
which  that  of  the  Bank  for  the  United  States  had  been 
granted  firom  authorising  by  law  any  other  bank  till 
the  fourth  of  March>  1811,  and  the  necessity  of  an  in- 


I  crease  of  banking  capital,  in  order  to  liable  the 
traders  ih  agricultural  products  to  purchase  the  in- 
creased quantity  of  those  articles  brought  to  Alexandria 
for  a  market 

This  banking  association  has  established  a  soUd 
credit  There ^is  every  reason  to  presume  its  opera- 
tions have  been  prudently  conducted.  Its  utility  is 
tested  by  the  constant  demand  for  its  capital,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  rate  of  annual  dividends  or  profits  it  has 
yielded  the  stockholders,  averaging  precisely  seven  per 
cent  to  the  period  previous  to  the  last  half  year,  which, 
for  that  term,  has  been  declared  to  be  four  per  cent,  on 
the  capital. 

3dly.  The  Bank  of  Washington  and  the  Union  Bank 
of  Georgetown,  are  constituted  by  articles  of  assoda-  x 
tton  nearly  similar  to  that  of  the  Bank  of  Potomac*, 
and  have  originated  during  the  year  1809. 

The  Washington  Bank  is  established  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  contemplating  a  capital  of  $250,000  cer> 
tain ;  for  the  amount  of  which  a  subscription  has  been 
obtained,  and  is  capable  of  being  augmented  to  $1,- 
000,000.  The  operations  of  this  bank  have  aheady 
commenced. 

The  Union  Bank  is  contemplated  to  be  established 
in  Georgetown,  with  an  immediate  capital  of  $300,000, 
four-fiflbs  of  which  the  petitioners  state  is  now  sub- 
scribed for,  and  is  capable,  by  the  articles  of  associa- 
tion, of  being  enlarged  to  the  amount  of  $1,000,000. 
Its  operations  have  not  yet  commenced,  but  it  is  repre- 
sented in  the  petition,  that  preparations  are  so  progress- 
ing as  to  insure  their  commencement  early  in  the 
present  month. 

The  probable  utility  and  success  of  these  banks  must 
depend  on  a  variety  of  circumstances,  and  cannot  be 
deduced,  as  in  the  two  first  instances,  from  actual  ex- 
perience. 

The  Committee  for  the  District  of  Columbia  can, 
however,  readily  confide  in  the  statement  of  the  peti- 
tioners, that  an  increase  of  banking  capital  will  be  con- 
ducive to  the  growth  of  commerce  and  manufactures 
wi^n  the  District  The  committee  will  also  observe, 
that  the  founding  and  erection  of  so  extensive  a  city 
as  the  permanent  seat  of  empire  for  the  United  States, 
must  obviously  require  the  aid  of  vast  resources,  and 
that  that  consideration  offers  additional  inducements  to 
give  the  most  advantageous  extension  to  the  moneyed 
capital  it  may  possess,  and  to  attract  a  portion  of  that 
which  may  be  to  spare  in  other  parts  of  the  Union. 
The  purposes  of  an  increasing  commerce,  of  manufac- 
turing establishments,  and  more  especially  improve- 
ments for  accommodation,  now  rapidly  progressing,  it 
is  presumed,  demand  a  sum  of  circulating  medium 
perhaps  not  to  be  answered,  even  by  the  increase  ex- 
pected from  the  establishment  of  the  banks  petitioned 
for. 

A  fulfilment  of  the  expectations  of  the  founders  of 
the  national  seat  of  Government  appears,  firom  the 
rapid  increase  of  its  growth  and  population,  no  longer 
to  remain  doubtfiil.  It  can  no  longer  be  doubted,  that 
the  District  of  Columbia  is  destined  to  an  enviable,  and 
perhaps  unrivalled  enjoyment  of  commerce  and  the 
useful  arts,  the  essential  concomitants  of  wealth,  pow- 
er, and  magnificence.  Its  site  at  the  head  of  the  mar- 
itime navigation  of  a  great  river,  deriving  its  sources 
fi-om  the  regions  which  also  give  birth  to  the  western 
waters  of  the  United  States;  the  facility  of  connexion 
with  the  trade  of  the  Utter;  the  natural  and  improved 
fertility  of  the  country  to  which  those  advantages  give 
a  cheap  access,  with  ixmamerable  other  existing  causes 
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«f  prosperity,  seem  at  length  to  have  attracted  a  con- 
siderable share  of  the  Botke  of  the  enterprkiog.  The 
•pinion  is,  therefore,  presumed  to  be  warranted,  that 
the  necessary  means  of  improvement  would  be  greatly 
acoeleimted  by  an  increase,  at  this  time,  ef  banking 
capital. 

Bnt,  should  this  snppositron  not  be  founded  in  a  cor- 
fact  estimate  of  the  present  demands  for  an  increased 
quantity  of  currency  in  the  District,  no  apparent  evil 
can  result  to  the  public  from  the  permission  ot  an  un- 
necessary inrestiture  of  capital  in  banks;  provided, 
such  banks  are  subjected  to  regulations,  which  may  in- 
sure the  community  against  loss  from  attribnting  to 
^m  an  unmetnted  credit  Under  such  a  security,  the 
only  consequence  which  can  result  firem  an  excess  of 
•apital,  woqM  be  a  want  of  employment  for  it,  and  a 
consequent  less  to  the  stockholders.  This  part  of  Um 
inqniry  might  then  be  left  to  rest  with  the  petitioners 
themselves. 

The  committee,  however,  wi4i  to  be  understood  to 
entertain  the  opinion,  that  the  unrestrained  permission 
to  individuals,  by  extensive  associations  to  establirii 
institutions  of  a  moneyed  kind,  might  be  carried  to  per- 
nicious lengths ;  they  conceive  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature,  whUe  they  encourage  those  useful  instru- 
ments of  commerce  and  improvement,  to  guard  ^e 
interest  of  the  citizen  from  the  dangers  which  an  unli- 
censed extent  of  them  might  produce ;  and  their  atten- 
tion has,  therefore,  been  led  to  the  examination  of  the 
Srinctples  on  which  those  companies  have  erected 
lemselves,  which  are  now  the  particular  subject  of 
inquiry. 

The  different  articles  of  association  which  constitute 
the  three  last  noticed  institutions,  although  undoubt* 
edly  the  result  of  the  most  laudable  intentions,  are  not 
discerned  to  possess  in  themselves  any  security  to  the 
public,  against  an  abuse  of  the  credit  the  community 
IS  in  the  habit  of  bestowing  on  bank  notes.  The  mem- 
bers of  the  institution  are  in  all  cases,  and  under  any 
circumstance  of  mismanagement,  by  express  stipula- 
tion, exempted  from  personal  liability,  a  quality  which 
it  is  presumed  ought  not  to  be  found,  to  the  same  ex- 
tent in  any  co-partnership  whatever ;  it  is  certainly 
jl^roper,  however,  to  add«  that  no  imposition  can  possi- 
bly be  presumed  to  have  been  contemplated  in  these 
particular  instances,  as  well  from  the  high  standing 
m  society,  which  the  frameri  and  managers  of  those 
institutions  enjoy,  as  from  the  evidence  of  candor  and 
fidrness  exhibited  by  them,  in  having  provided,  that 
contractors  vnth  them  should  be  specially  notified  of 
this  quality  in  their  contracts,  and  that  the  receivers  of 
their  bank  currency  should  be  apprized  of  it,  from  the 
language  used  on  the  fSeice  of  tiieir  notes. 

It  is  presumed  to  result  from  this  view  of  the  inquiry 
submitted  to  the  committee,  that  the  granting  of  char- 
ters to  the  several  petitioners,  and  by  law  prohibiting 
fiiture  associations  which  h&ve  bo  important  an  effect 
upon  the  interests  of  society,  unless  under  the  restric- 
tions and  provisions  of  special  laws,  the  safety  and  in- 
terests of  the  public  would  be  best  protected.  It  only 
remains,  then,  for  this  committee  to  recommend  the 
mode  of  such  restrictions  as  will,  in  their  opinion,  best 
«omport  with  the  public  safety,  and  not  unnecessarily 
fistter  the  operations  of  these  institutions. 

Various  means  ta  secure  this  object  may  be  sug* 
gested  as  proper  to  be  introduced  into  the  terms  of 
their  several  incorporations : 

!•  Such  as  those  provisions  ingrafted  into  the  char- 
ter granted  by  Uie  Legislature  of  Virginia  to  the  Bank 


I  of  Alexandria,  and  vriiich  exist  ia  most  haak  cbaftsn^ 
and  which  are  hereinbefore  referred  to. 

8.  By  subjecting  those  institutions  te  an  examiBa- 
tion  into  the  state  of  their  affairs  from  time  to  time^ 
under  such  authority  as  Congress  might  appoint^  wiii 
a  correspondent  power  of  remoi^g  or  obviating  abustSi 

3.  By  authorising  the  Bxeeuttve  of  the  lAiitdl 
States,  or  providialg  for  Congress  to  ap^in^  aflMMlalij^ 
a  certain  number  of  th«  diiietors  of  thn  Mnrerai  insli* 
tutions. 

4.  By  incorporating  them,  with  sileh  other  fundi  as 
might  be  autfaerixed,  into  a,  National  Bank,  naltiiii 

.them  branches  tfaeniof,  in  order  to  aecommodala  the 
different  sections  of  the  District^  or  eansotidatiag  thnk 
several  capitals  into  an  integsal  institution,  and  tlia% 
in  either  mode,  establishing  them  en  Am  most  satii» 
factory  respensibifity. 

The  fourth  aitamalSive  oeytainly  ittvoUcto  importflil 
consideratioBS,  not  more  from  its  inttinac  monleii^ 
than  from  the  time  ai^hieh  the  subisct  has  been  prs^ 
sented  for  consideration* 

In  aU  Governments  where  anysyste;n  of  finance  hia 
been  adopted,  the  instrumentality  of  banks  has  been 
found  of  great  utility  in  its  management.  In  ene  like 
that  of  the  United  States,  where  the  revenues  are  col- 
lected throughout  a  vast  extent  of  country,  and  the 
amounts  from  that  circumstance  rendered  proportionally 
diiiicult  in  their  transportation  to  the  different  scenea 
of  expenditure,  the  safety  and  convenience  of  banks 
have  been  already  appreciated  by  the  department  to 
which  our  fiscal  operations  are  confided.  The  bank 
established  for  the  United  States  br  an  act  of  Congreaa 
of  1791,  has  heretofore  furnished  that  convenience,  net 
however  without  a  compensation  entirely  ample*  fron 
the  advantages  derived  to  it  from  the  deposites  of  pub- 
lic money.  Should  objections  be  found  to  exiattea 
further  continuation  of  that  charter,  which  will  expke 
in  a  very  short  period,  the  conveniencei  and  also  (be 
exigencies  of  Government,  will  point  out  the  policy  and 
necessity  of  creating  a  new  National  Bank,  the  place 
of  establishment  for  which  would  most  properly  be  at 
the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  immediate  eye  of  the  Government,  with  which  a 
greater  or  less  portion  of  its  capital  would  control  the 
operations  of  such  branches  as  might  be  authoriaed  hj 
the  proper  powers. 

To  an  establishment  of  this  kind  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  where  the  United  Statea  ha^  an  exclu- 
sive jurisdiction  constitutiDnally  in  all  ^ases,  one  tC 
least  of  the  objections  to  a  prolongation  of  the  charter 
of  the  present  United  States  Bank  would  not  ezi^ 
nor  to  the  branches  of  a  new  bank,  when  authorized 
by  the  State  sovereignties.  It  would  be,  however,  for 
the  wisdom  and  justice  of  the  Legislature  to  decide 
what  portion  of  the  stock  of  the  present  United  Sutsi 
Bank  might,  with  the  approbation  of  its  owners,  be  in- 
grafted into  the  new  National  Bank.  To  continue 
this  inquiry  would  be  carrying  this  committee  beyond 
the  limits  assigned  them  in  a  report  on  the  petitions 
referred  to  them.  Nor  would  it  be  more  certainlf 
within  the  scope  of  their  duty  to  point  out  the  mode 
which,  in  their  opinions,  it  would  be  most  eligible  to 
adopt  in  the  creation  of  a  National  Bank,  or  to  observe 
upon  defects  they  might  presume  to  exist  in  the  pres- 
ent one.  They  profess  only  the  obvious  right  of  de- 
cidinfl[  in  their  report  on  the  propriety  of  rejecting  or 
acceding  to  the  prayers  of  the  several  petitions  re- 
ferred to  them ;  and,  in  acceding  to  them,  to  endeavor 
to  devclope  the  means  most  eligible  for  individual^ 
and  most  advantageous  and  safe  for  the  public,  upon 
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wliich  die  insUtattoiw  pnf  ed  feis  maj  h^  eatabUihed. 
Vhmjt  tberafore,  report  the  following  resolution : 

MemivedL,  Tbet  the  prajera  of  Ibe  eevtral  petitioners 
to  eoottnae  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria, 
and  to  grant  charters  to  Uie  Banks  of  Potomac* of  Wairii- 
lagloa,  and  to  the  Unton  BeAk  of  Georgetown,  are 
* '  y  and  ought  to  be  granted* 


BATT0RB  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  oa  the  resolutions  heretofore  offered 
bjT  ^v-  Sbbtfet  respecting  the  batture. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Sbeffey,  the  resolution 
before  the  Committee  oi  the  Whole  for  reinstat- 
ing the  persons  dispossessed  in  the  property  of 
the  batture,  was  disagreed  to ;  and  Mr.  S.  ofiered 
a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  take 
measures  that  no  injury  should  result  to  the  prop- 
erty in  question  while  the  claim  remains  unset- 
Uea.  Mr.  S.  supported  his  motion,  and  the  right 
of  the  claimant  to  a  speedy  investigation  and  de- 
ebion  on  his  claim,  at  considerable  length. 

Mr.  PoTDRAS  spoke  at  great  length  m  support 
of  tJie  right  of  the  United  States  to  the  property. 

The  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  prog* 
reuy  ao^  the  House  adjourned; 

Saturday,  Febuary  3. 

Owing  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but 
few  of  the  members  attended  at  the  usual  hour  of 
nicetiog. 

A  quorum  not  being  present  at  twelve  o'clock, 
a  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried^yeas 
22,  nays  19. 

Monday,  February  5. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  report  of 
t^  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  exhib- 
iting the  proceedings  which  have  been  author- 
Bed  by  the  Board  since  their  last  annual  report; 
wkieh  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  JovHSOHy  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
iwde  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Peter  Landais, 
relcrred  on  the  37th  of  December  last ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Conmittea  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next* 

An  engrossed  bUl  making  appropriations  for 
the  wpport  of  €k>vernnient,  dunag  tne  year  one 
thcoaand  eight  hundred  and  ten,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  to  prescribe  the  mode  in 
which  appheation  shall  be  made  for  pprehase  of 
IftBd  at  the  several  land  offices,  and  for  the  relief 
of  Jamb  Cfanet,  was  read  the  third  time,  and 
psned. 

On  HMHion  of  Mr.  Fibk,  the  House  resolved 
itself  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
providing  for  a  third  census  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Untied  States. 

After  considering  the  bill,  the  Committee  rose, 
and  reported  the  bill;  which  was  committed  to  a 
committee  of  seven  members,  with  a  view  to  ar- 
ranging the  compensatieo  to  ne  made  to  the  sev- 
evai  marshals,  aecordior  to  some  fixed  rule,  and 
aecording  to  the  probahle  increase  of  popuUuioxi 
iftemeh. 


CALL  FOR  PAPERS. 

Mr.  MosELBY  called  for  the  consideration  of 
the  resolution  offered  by  him  a  few  days  ago, 
calling[  for  information  relative  to  the  several 
propositions  made  by  this  Oovernnient  to  the 
Qovernmenrs  of  Great  Britain  and  France. 

The  House  agreed  to  take  it  up— yeas  71,  nays 
39,  as  follows : 

Yeas — Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassott,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Brown,  Willlani 
A.  Burwell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  WilUam  Chamber- 
lin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Hen- 
rjr  Cnst,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Desha,  WHliaia 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Barzillai  Gannett,  David  8.  Gar- 
land, Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  William  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  Jadc- 
Bon,  jun.,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St.  Loe 
Livermore,  Mathew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Pleaa- 
ant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  John  Ni- 
cholson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  Jan.,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jun.,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Joaiah  Quincy,  John  Ross,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stan- 
ley, William  Stedman,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Charlee 
Turner,  jun.,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Ar^ 
chibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Rob- 
ert Witherspoon. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Da- 
vid 3ard,  WUiiam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Howell  Cobb,  William  Craw^ 
ford,  Richard  Cutts,  WiOiam  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Gideon  Gardner,  James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Thomas  Kenan,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Thoe. 
Moore,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Richards,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage^  ThomM  8am» 
mons,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennie  Smelly 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  George 
M.  Troup,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  resolution  was  then  read,  and  is  in  the 
following  words : 

Regoivedy  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  Hoase  oopiei 
of  the  several  communications  made  to  the  Govenifc 
ments  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  with  respect  to 
the  Mwenil  orders  and  decrees  of  either,  violating  the 
lawful  commerce  and  neutral  rights  of  the  United 
States,  in  pursuance  of  the  autberilies  vested  by  Con- 
gress in  the  Executive,  exeept  suck  parts  aa  maj,  ia 
his  judgment,  re<]aire  secrecy. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mumpord,  to  add 
to  the  said  resolution  the  following  words:  "Also, 
to  communicate  to  this  House  such  informatioa 
as  he  may  have  received  touching  the  forgery 
of  papers  purporting  to  be  those  of  Amencaa 
vessels." 

This  motion  was  opposed,  on  the  grouud  of  its 
want  of  connexion  with  the  original  motion. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment. 
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it  was  reHolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  89,  nays 
26,  as  follows: 

YxAi — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WilHs  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
William  A.Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Matthew 
Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  William  Craw- 
ford, Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan 
Fisk,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8. 
Garland,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Edwin  Gray,  James 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Kenan,  William  Ken- 
nedy, Joseph  Lewis,  Jc^n  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBrydo,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgomery, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mum- 
ford,  Thomas  Ncwbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Ni- 
cholson, Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  John 
Porter,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Erastus 
Root,  John  Rons,  Ebenezer  8age,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Lemuel  8awyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  8eybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M; 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — Daniel  Blaisde  11,  James  Breckenridge,  Mar- 
tin Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  William  Findley, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Wm.  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Jona- 
than H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Edward  SL 
Loe  Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Josiah  Quin- 
cy,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  Jabez  Upham,  K^an  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolution  as  amended,  and  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative—yeas 92,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

,i  ysAs — Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Daniel 
^laisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Brown,  William 
A.  Burwell,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  C.  Chamberlain, 
William  Chamberlin,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Dedia,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Banillai  Gamett,  David  S. 
Garland,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Ed- 
win Gray,  Wm.  Hale,  Benj.  Howard,  J.  H.  Hubbard, 
Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Walter  Jones,  Thos. 
Kenan,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liv- 
ermore, Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  William  Milnor,  John  Montgomery, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley, Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Ni- 
cholson, Joseph  Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John 
Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, Erastus  Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thos. 
Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
dhefley,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 


Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Sonthard,  Richard  Stanfbid, 
John  Stanley,  William  Stedman,  Jamae  Htephenson. 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Ja- 
bez Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban 
Wheaton,  James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Witherspoon. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Da- 
vid Bard,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  WUliam 
Butler,  Howell  Cobb,  William  Crawford,  John  Daw- 
son, William  Findley,  Gideon  Gardner,  James  Hol- 
land, Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Samuel  Shaw,  and 
John  Smilie. 

Messrs.  MosELEY  and  Mumford  were  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolution  Co 
the  President  of  the  United  States. 


Tuesday,  February  6. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Massachusetts, 
Orchard  Cook,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in 
the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia,  on  the  petitions  of  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  banks  of  Alexan- 
dria, Potomac,  and  Washington,  and  of  the  Unioo^ 
Bank  of  Georgetown,  made  on  the  second  instaot, 
be  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Fri- 
day next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  appointed  on  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  of  the  29th  of 
November  last,  as  relates  to  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,  be  instructed  to 
inquire  whether  an^,  and  what,  alteration  it  is 
expedient  to  make  in  the  act.  entitled  *'  An  act 
for  establishing  rules  and  articles  for  the  goTera- 
ment  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States ;"  and 
that  they  have  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  who  were  directed  by  a  resolution  of 
the  House  of  the  first  of  December  last,  to  inquire 
into  the  expedieocv  of  confirming  the  right  of 
the  city  of  New  Orleans  to  the  Common  of  said 
citv«  and  vesting  in  the  said  city  of  Orleans  the 
public  ind  vacant  lots  of  ground  within  the  same, 
made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read,  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the 
House,  as  follows : 

^^  Resolved,  That  the  time  prescribed  by  the 
third  section  of  the  act  respecting  claims  to  land 
in  the  Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana,  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  provision  therein  con- 
tained,«ught  to  be  extended,  sabject  to  the  terms, 
conditions,  and  reservations,  mentioned  in  the 
said  section." 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the 
Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether  any,  ana 
what,  further  provision  is  necessary  to  be  made 
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for  settling  the  claims  to  land,  and  for  surveying 
tad  nle  of  the  land  of  the  United  States,  in  the 
Territories  of  Orleans  and  Louisiana ;  and  that 
the  committee  report  hy  bill,  or  otherwise. 

The  House  resolved  itselt  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  lo- 
cating Virginia  military  land  warrants,  and  for 
returning  the  surveys  thereon  to  the  Secretary  for 
the  Department  of  War.  The  bill  was  reported 
with  several  amendments  thereto;  which  were 
read,  and  severally  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  to-morrow. 

NATIONAL  BANKS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu- 
tion submitted  on  the  fourth  of  December  last^  by 
Mr.  NicBOLsoH,  and  the  same  being  read,  in  the 
following  words,  to  wit : 

Rtaotoedt  Thmt  prorision  be  made,  by  law,  for  a  gen- 
eral Nations]  Establishment  of  Banks  throughout  the 
United  Ststes;  and  that  the  profits  arising  from  the 
same,  together  with  soch  snrplusses  of  revenue  as  may 
accme,  be  appropriated  for  the  *<  general  welfore)*'  in 
the  ooDstraction  of  public  roads  and  canals,  and  the 
establishment  of  seminaries  for  education  throughout 
the  United  States: 

Mr.  Sawyer  moved  to  refer  to  a  select  commit- 
tee the  first  clause  in  the  first  resolution,  in  the 
following  words : 

**  RtMokedrTYiMi  provision  be  made  by  law  for  a 
geoersl  National  Establishment  of  Bsnks  throughout 
the UnHed  States:" 

Mr.  Smiue  suggested  the  propriety  of  refer- 
ring it  to  the  committee  appointed  on  the  memo- 
rial o(  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Bank  of 
jthe  United  States. 

Mr.  Dam  A  conceived  that  the  proposition,  taken 
coaneetedly,  had  in  view  two  broad  principles ; 
the  fifst,  to  facilitate  intercourse  and  external  im- 
provement generally ;  the  second,  to  provide  the 
means  for  earryin|^  that  principle  into  effect.  He 
doubted  the  proprietor,  under  the  idea  of  referring 
the  subject  to  committees,  of  thus  cutting  up  any 
proposition  submitted  by  a  member  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Ross  moved  to  refer  this  clause  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House,  because  he  conceived 
it  to involveagreat  Constitutional  question,  which, 
in  the  first  place,  ousht  tabe  settled  in  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole.  The  important  question  which 
ooght  to  be  considered,  is,  whether  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  are  vested  with  any  author- 
ity whatever  to  institute  or  charter  institutions  of 
tkiakind  ?  On  this  point  he  did  not  express  an  opin- 
ioo ;  but  he  was  confident  it  was  a  question  which 
had  divided  the  ablest  heads  and  the  best  hearts 
of  the  country,  and  therefore  should  be  maturely 
conaidered. 

Mr.  Lovs  concurred  with  Mr.  Ross  in  o*pinion 
aa  to  the  importance  ff  the  Constitutional  ques- 
tion. Bj  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  pe- 
litioQs  or  the  Banks  of  the  District,  this  morning 
rderred,  the  subject  was  expresslj  oefore  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.  This  motion  might  be  re- 
ferred to  that  Committee.  Unquestionably,  from 
1 1th  CoN.  2d  Sxss.— 44 


the  magnitude  of  the  suhject,  it  should  first  be 
discussed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  J.  Nicholson  said  that,  since  he  had 
offered  the  first  resolution,  a  part  of  which  was 
now  proposed  to  be  referred,  he  had  entertained 
some  doubts  of  the  constitutionality  of  the  mea- 
sure, which  were  not  yet  wholly  removed ;  and 
he  had,  therefore,  no  objection  to  the  reference  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Wbole  for  full  discussion. 

The  motion  to  refer  to. a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  negatived. 

The  motion  to  refer  to  a  select  committee  was 
negatived  by  a  large  majoritv* 

The  subject,  of  course,  stilt  lies  on  the  table. 

SEA-LETTER  VESSELS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  issuing  of 
sea-letters,  except  to  certain  vessels. 

Some  desultory  debate  took  place  on  the  bill, 
in  which  Messrs.  Newton,  duiNcy,  Dana.  Ma- 
rion, R.  Jackson,  McKim,  Livermore,  and  Mum- 
FORo,  partook ;  Mr.  Jackson  alone  appearing  to 
be  opposed  to  the  object  of  it,  which  was  stated 
to  be,  to  prevent  those  vessels,  considered  by  our 
revenue  laws  as  foreign  vessels,  from  claiming 
the  protection  of  the  American  flag  on  the  sea. 
and  thus  favoring  frauds  by  means  of  forged 
papers. 

The  bill,  after  being  amended  so  as  to  exclude 
from  the  operation  of  the  law  vessels  now  owned 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  was  reported  to 
the  House. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Dana,  it  was  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration  until  to-morrow. 

The  bill  to  revive  and  make  permanent  an  act 
providing  the  mode  .of  taking  evidence  incases 
of  contested  elections,  and  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance of  witnesses  in  such  cases,  went  through  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  was  reported  to 
the  House.  But,  before  any  order  was  taken  on 
it,  the  House  adjourned. 

Weonesoat,  February  7. 

Ordered^  That  the  petition  and  documents  of 
John  Davis,  administrator  of  Samuel  G.  East, 
accompanying  a  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  estate 
of  Samuel  G.  East,  be  referred  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims^ 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William  Hastings; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson  presented  a  petition  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Illinois  Ter- 
ritoryj  praying  to  be  permitted  to  locate  such 
quantities  of  the  land  of  the  United  States  as  they 
are  required  by  the  tenor  of  their  respective  offices 
to  hold,  upon  such  terms  and  restrictions  as  Con- 
gress may  deem  proper  to  prescribe. — Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Bassbtt,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Establishment  of  the  United  States,  to  whom 
was.  referred  several  petitions  of  the  officers  of 
the  Navy,  presented  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  pen*' 
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sioDs  and  rations  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

An  en^rrossed  bill  to  extend  the  time  for  locat- 
ing Virgmia  military  warrants,  and  for  returning 
surveys  thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  Love  offered  the  following  resolution,  de- 
claring his  object  to  be  merely  to  refer  it  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  other  resolu- 
tions on  the  same  subject  are  referred,  that  it 
mi^bt  come  under  consideration  whenever  the 
claim  to  the  batture  should  be  further  considered : 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States,  by  virtue  of  their 
soTcreigQ  authority,  claim  end  have  the  sole  right  to 
the  batture  situate  below  high  water  mark  in  the  river 
MisriMippi,  in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans." 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is  committed 
the  resolutions  proposed  by  Mr.  Sheffey,  rela- 
tive to  the  said  batture. 

SEA-LETTER  VESSELS. 

The  House  took  up  for  consideration  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
**  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  sea-letters,  except  to 
certain  vessels." 

Mr.  MuMPORD  spoke  in  favor  of  the  passage  of 
the  bill  as  going  to  favor  American  navigation  and 
ship  buildiuff,  and  to  benefit  the  real  American 
merchant.  He  was  astonished  that  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Jackson)  could  be 
opposed  to  it ;  as,  if  comparisons  were  allowable 
iu  such  a  case,  it  would  tend  to  promote  almost 
exclusively  the  interests  of  the  Northern  States. 

Mr.  Dana  explained  at  considerable  extent  the 
nature  and  operation  of  the  various  documents  or 
muniments  now  furnished  to  American  vessels 
navigating  the  ocean.  He  advocated  the  bill,  and 
reduced  the  question  on  the  expediency  of  the  bill 
to  this  point :  Whether  the  House  would  not  say 
that  the  privilege  of  the  American  character 
should  be  confined  to  vessels  either  built  in  the 
United  States,  or  captured  in  war  by  citizens  and 
lawfully  condemned  as  prize,  or  adjudged  to  be 
forfeited  for  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  R.  Jackson  moved  an  amendment,  the  ob- 
ject of  which  was  to  postpone  till  the  first  of  June 
next  the  operation  of  the  bill. 

This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and 
by  Messrs.  Ross,  CIuinct  and  Pitkin  ;  and  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Mumford,  Newton,  Dana,  and 
McKiM. 

The  reasons  assigned  in  favor  of  it  were,  that, 
without  such  an  amendment,  the  bill  would  have 
an  extremely  injurious  operation  on  those  citi- 
zens who  might,  without  a  knowledge  of  the  law. 
purchase  condemned  American  vessels  abroad 
and  bring  them  to  the  United  States,  where  they 
would  be  disappointed  in  obtaining  that  privilege 
which  alone  could  make  them  valuable,  and 
which  they  had  a  riffht  to  expect  when  they  pur- 
chased.   It  was  said  that  many  vessels,  say  forty 


or  fifty,  were  under  seizure  in  the  ports  of  Den- 
mark, and  probably  many  would  be  condemoed, 
which  migbl  be  purchased  at  a  low  rate  by  citi- 
zens, under  the  idea  of  obtaining  sea-letters,  which 
by  the  bill  are  refused. 

To  this  it  was  replied,  that  if  the  owner  of 
a  condemned  American  vessel  re-purchased  his 
property,  it  was  alreadv  provided  oy  the  laws  of 
the  United  States  that  nis  vessel  should  receive  t 
new  register ;  that  if  any  other  person  than  the 
owner  purchased,  it  would  be  a  species  of  specalt- 
tton  on  the  property  taken  prize,  which  ought  not 
to  be  encouraged.  The  amendment  as  proposed, 
it  was  said,  would  throw  wide  open  the  door  to 
the  purchase,  previous  to  the  day  named,  of  Brit- 
ish, French,  Danish,  Swedish,  and  other  foreign 
vessels,  with  a  view  to  a  profitable  speculation 
in  converting  them  into  sea-letter  vessels;  and 
would  therefore  in  some  measure  defeat  the  ob- 
ject of  the  bill,  which  was  to  put  an  end  as  soon 
as  possible  to  this  species  of  vessels. 

The  motion  to  amend  was  negatived,  56  to  39. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  an  amendment,  which  he 
thought  would  obviate  all  difficulty,  viz:  to  ex- 
cept from  the  operation  of  the  bill  "  ships  or  ves- 
'  sels  built  in  the  United   States,  and  arriving 

*  within  some  of  the  ports  of  the  United  Slates 

*  before  the day  of next."    This  motion 

was  opposed  by  Mr.  Newton  and  Mr.  Fisk,  who 
declared  it  in  principle  the  same  amendment  just 
negatived  ;  and  supported  by  Messrs.  Pitkin,  B* 
Jackson,  Dana  and  Ross. 

The  question  was  taken  on  filling  the  blank  io 
the  amendment  with  the  first  day  of  June,  aod 
negatived,  47  to  36;  with  the  15th  day  of  Majr, 
and  negatived,  54  to  41. 

Mr.  Dana  then  accepted  the  first  day  of  Mar 
as  a  part  of  the  amendment ;  and,  as  amended, 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Dana  was  finally  negatived; 
yeas  56,  nays  61,  as  follows : 

YxAS— Willis  Alston,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  WUliam  Chamberlio, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Ssffluel 
W.  Dana,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Charles  Goldfr 
borough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WilUam  Hale,  Nathwiel 
A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Hoi- 
Und,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbaaer, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  8t  Loe  Livermore,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.Mote- 
ley,  Thomas  Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Jwi 
Qnincy,  John  Ross,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Daniel  Sw^T' 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smiley,  William  Siedman,  J«»^ 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoape,  Staiaei 
Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  John  ThompsQB>  IM 
Tracy,  Jabez  Upham,  Nidiolas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  Ji- 
Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Esekiel  WbitJn«D« 
James  Wilson,  and  itobert  Witherspoon.  ,, 

Nats— William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burweii 
Bassett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler. 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howeu 
Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  WilUam  Crawford, 
Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  JO^r 
Desha,  WilUam  Pindley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Gideon  O^' 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1381 


fflSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


13S2 


Fbbbuart,  1810. 


Dekuhmtmt  of  Mmicu 


H.  OP  R. 


ner,  DiA^d  S.  Gariaad,  Thomas  Gholsoii,  Jan.,  Edwin 
Grey*  Bei^amin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M. 
JohnaoD,  Walter  Jonea,  Thomaa  Kenan,  William  Ken- 
Bady,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  MpKim,  John  Montgomery,  Gor- 
don 8.  Mmnford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter 
6.  Porter  John  R«a  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
neasea,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
Weakley,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
« third  readin|^  to-morrow. 
The  following  is  the  bill,  as  amended : 
^  Be  it  enadaU  4'C«,  That  in  future  no  sea-letter 
er  other  document,  certifying  or  proving  any  ship 
m  Teasel  to  be  the  property  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  issued,  except  to  ships  or  ves- 
salfl  duly  registered  or  enrolled  and  licensed  as  ships  or 
^nacili  of  the  United  States,  or  to  vessels  at  this  time 
owned  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  already 
fumisbed  with  sea-letters  or  other  custom-house  docu- 
menls ;  any  law  or  laws  heretofore  passed  to  the  con- 
trary notwithstanding." 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 
The  House  reaomed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
authorizing  a  detachment  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Dana  obserred  that  the  bill  provided  that 
the  quotas  to  be  draughted  from  the  States  respect- 
irely  should  be  apportioned  according  to  the  re- 
turn G^  militia  received  at  the  office  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  War  from  each  State.  He  wished  to 
offer  an  amendment  to  this  part  of  the  bill,  be- 
eaose  from  some  of  the  States  returns  might  have 
been  regularly  receiFed.  whilst  from  others  re- 
turns might  not  have  oeen  received  for  six  or 
seven  years.  The  liability  to  be  called  into  ser- 
Tice  to  perform  militia  duty,  Mr.  D.  remarked, 
was  a  species  of  capitation  tax,  paid  not  in  money 
but  in  service;  and,  beinja^  a  direct  tax,  should  be, 
as  the  Constitution  provides,  apportioned  amoug 
tiM  several  States  according  to  their  respective 
numbers.  If  the  States  were  liable  to  militia  duty 
only  according  to  their  returns,  the  more  of  their 
citizens  they  exempted  from  militia  duty,  the 
smaller  would  be  thetr  proportion  of  the  public 
burden  which  a  requisition  or  militia  service  impo- 
pcd.  The  numbers  of  militia  increased  with  the 
ratio  of  population ;  and  of  coarse  those  States, 
whose  returns  for  several  years  past  were  defec- 
tive^ would  not  bear  their  due  proportion  of  this 
capitation  tax.  Where  returns  were  thus  want- 
ing, he  presumed  the  roost  equitable  mode  would 
be  to  apportion  the  militia  according  to  their  rep- 
resentation in  Conness.  With  this  view  he 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding,  after  the 
elaiise  of  the  bill  which  prescribes  the  mode  of 
apportioning  the  detachment  where  returns  are 
defective,  the  words  *'  according  to  the  ratio  of 
representation  for  the  States  respectively,  and  by 
such  other  data  as  he  shall  judge  equitable  for 
the  respective  Territories." 
Mr.  Kbt  doubted  whether  he  correctly  uuder^ 


stood  the  object  of  the  amendment.  If  he  did, 
its  operation  would  be  extremely  unjust  on  the 
Southern  States,  whose  representation  was  par- 
tially founded  on  their  black  as  well  as  white 
population,  and  who  were  therefore  unfortunateiv 
weaker  than  the  States  differently  situated,  if 
they  were  on  that  account  to  furnish  more  than 
their  proportion  in  detachments  of  militia. 

Mr.  Dana  said  the  gentleman  had  understood 
his  object  correctly.  He  certainly  meant,  where 
the  proper  officers  in  a  State  had  neglected  their 
duty  in  making  returns,  that  the  quota  of  that 
State  should  be  apportioned  according  to  its  ratio 
of  representation. 

Mr.  Key  said  he  had  no  idea  of  inflicting  ou 
States  a  punishment  of  this  kind  because  their 
officers  had  not  made  the  proper  returns.  The 
principle  would  operate  more  injuriouriy  than 
was  necessary  to  etiforce  the  laws,  and  he  did  not 
think  a  principle  so  unjust  ought  to  be  adopted 
to  enforce  the  laws  of  the  Union,  when  other  means 
of  doing  it  were  within  the  power  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Desha  observed  that,  in  addition  to  other 
objections,  such  a  provision  would  operate  inju- 
riously in  another  respect.  Since  the  present 
representation  had  been  apportioned,  some  States 
had  nearly  doubled  their  population,  and  they 
would  not,  where  returns  were  defective,  accord- 
ing to  this  amendment,  be  called  upon  for  their 
proper  proportion.  He  presumed  no  gentleman 
could  wish  to  prevent  the  Western  people  from 
furnishing  their  full  quota  of  men  for  the  public 
service.  Such  a  provision  as  this  would  deprive 
his  constituents  of  the  privilege  of  turning  out 
their  proportion  if  their  country  should  require 
their  assistance. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  did  not  know  how  far  be* 
ing  draughted  in  the  quotas  of  militia  would  be 
deemed  a  great  privilege  in  the  Western  country ; 
bur,  however  great  it  was,  the  deprivation  of 
it  would  not  l^  very  injurious  in  those  States 
which  had  not  for  some  years  sent  an  inspector's 
return  of  militia,  nor  even  written  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  War.  As  respected  certain  parts  of 
the  Union,  where  the  Executives  of  the  States 
were  habituated  to  issue  orders  to  the  proper  offi- 
ers,  to  inform  them  that  the'quotas  should  be  de- 
tached and  equipped,  and  where,  on  failure  of  at- 
tending promptly  to  their  duty,  the  officers  were 
liable  to  be  tried  and  ponished,  and  where  the 
execution  of  the  law  was  a  considerable  tax  on 
the  citizens  concerned,  both  as  to  time  and  prop- 
erty, he  had  some  doubt  whether  it  was  esteemed 
a  very  great  privilege  to  be  draughted  from  the  mili- 
tia. It  might  be  so  where  a  sufficient  number 
turned  out  and  equipped  themselves  as  volun- 
teers, so  as  to  render  a  draught  unnecessary.  The 
contribution  of  either  property  or  service  to  the 
country,  Mr.  Pana  said,  was  in  the  nature  of 
a  direct  tax.  The  compliance  with  requisition 
of  a  quota  of  militia  required  a  portion  of  the 
time  and  property  of  the  individual,  and  operated 
in  the  nature  of  a  capitation  tax.  In  the  part  of 
the  country  to  which  he  belonged  the  liability  to 
be  called  into  actual  service  was  not  felt  as  a 
privilege.     The  right  te  have  a  well  regulated 
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militia,  and  to  bear  arms,  was  a  right  which  they 
claimed  as  a  security  against  domestic  usurpation 
or  foreip^Q  invasion.  But  it  was  felt  to  be  a  tax 
on  the  individual  to  be  obliged  to  be  equipped  for 
regular  militia  duty,  and  in  consequence  of  this 
•xemptions  were  in  some  cases  granted  from 
other  taxes.  The  principle  of  the  amendment 
was,  that  if  the  States  attended  to  their  duty  in 
making  the  proper  returns  of  militia,  no  burden 
would  be  laid  on  them  which  was  not  in  the 
same  manner  imposed  on  other  States;  if  not, 
that  they  should  contribute  to  this  direct  tax  in 
proportion  to  their  representation. 

-Mr.  Troup  said  that  the  operation  of  the 
amendment  was  one  thing,  and  its  principle  an- 
other, and  wholly  different  thing.  The  operation 
of  it  would  be  such  as  the  gentleman,  he  was 
convinced,  did  not  desisn ;  but  he  could  not  at 
the  same  time  help  condemning  the  principle  on 
which  the  amendment  was  founded.  He  said  he 
had  always  understood  that  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  was  the  result  of  mutual  com- 
promise and  concession  of  privileges  and  rights 
on  the  one  hand,  for  rights  and  privileges  on  the 
other.  We  (said  Mr.  T.,  alluding  to  the  South- 
ern States)  paid  for  our  privileges,  and  the  price 
of  them  is  as  distinctly  marked  in  the  Constitu- 
tion as  the  privileges  tnemselves.  And  does  the 
gentleman  call  upon  us^  in  addition  to  this  price, 
to  pay  the  discriminating  tax  proposed  by  this 
amendment  to  be  levied  on  us?  The  gentleman 
from  Connecticut  cannot  be  serious.  He  under- 
stands too  well  the  Constitution  of  his  country  and 
the  principles  on  which  it  is  founded.  The  opera- 
tion of  the  amendment  will  unquestionably  be 
unequal.  Connecticut  is  .one  of  the  Northern 
hives,  and  sends  out  annually  a  greater  proportion, 
I  make  no  doubt,  than  the  natural  increase  of  her 
population*  And  certainly,  if  the  population  of 
Connecticut  has  been  stationary  for  the  last  ten 
years,  whilst  other  States  have  increased  and 
doubled  their  numbers,  Connecticut  will  be  called 
upon  for  her  full  quota,  whilst  other  States  will 
not  be  called  upon  for  one  half  of  their  proper 
proportion, 

Mr.  Tallmadob  said  he  much  doubted  whe- 
ther the  amendment  which  his  colleague  had  pro- 
posed would  be  a  correct  remedy  for  the  evil  said 
to  exist ;  it  certainly,  however,  could  not  appljr,  if 
there  were  returns  from  all  the  States  on  which 
an  apportionment  could  be  made.  A  law  had  some 
years  ago  been  passed  in  which  the  Executives  of 
the  several  States  were  called  upon  to  make  an- 
nual returns  of  their  militia  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment. Mr.  T.  said  he  could  hardly  believe 
that  there  was  any  State  in  the  Union  which  had 
not  made  these  returns.  If  there  was  such  a 
State,  he  said  he  should  accord  in  an  amendment 
which  should  give  a  more  perfect  clue  by  which 
the  apportionment  could  be  made.  But  he  could 
aot  consent  to  mulct  any  one  of  the  States  for  the 
neglect  of  its  officers,  in  any  mode  which  would 
operate  as  unequal  as  that  proposed  in  the  amend- 
ment.   He  was  therefore  opposed  to  the  motion. 

Mr.  Southard  concurred  in  the  idea,  that 
militia  service  was  a  capitation  tax;  and  con- 


ceived that  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  tax 
should  be  apportioned  according  to  the  real  num- 
bers of  the  militia  in  each  State.  At  present  the  tax 
operated  severely  on  those  who  were  most  faith- 
ful in  making  their  returns.*  Returns  had  been 
made  by  some  States  annually,  and  by  others 
not  for  two  or  three  years.  There  were  Slates 
containing  150.000  souls  which  returned  but  23,- 
000  militia.  Other  States  returned  a  greater  pro- 
portion. New  Jersey, for  instance,  returned  33^000. 
He  found  by  the  returns  that  the  number  of  mi- 
litia accumulated  every  year  \  and,  of  course,  if 
the  apportionment  were  to  be  made  according  to 
the  returns  actually  received,  those  States  which 
were  punctual  in  making  returns  would  have  to 
pay  much  more  than  their  proportion  of  this  tax. 
The  bill  under  consideration,  he  therefore  thought 
unequal  in  its  operation,  and  was  unwilling  to 
take  it  in  its  present  form.  With-  respect  to  the 
amendment,  however,  he  agreed  that  it  was  not 
proper,  because  of  the  proportion  of  black  popu- 
lation presented  in  some  of  the  States.  Wishing 
time  to  consider  of  the  best  mode  of  amending 
the  bill,  he  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Key  said  th^t  although  the  argument  of 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana) 
was  a  very  ingenious  one,  it  was  not  correct. 
The  ingenuity,  said  Mr.  K.,  is  in  this:  he  con- 
tends that  militia  duty  is  personal  service,  and  as 
such  that  it  is  a  capitation  tax ;  and,  assuming  as 
correct  the  principle  that  it  is  a  capitation  tax, 
that  it  should  be  apportioned  according  to  repre- 
sentation. In  the  quota  of  taxes,  sir,  we  pay  for 
our  blacks ;  we  pay  a  proportional  tax  according 
to  the  ratio  of  representation,  as  the  Constitution 
directs.  But  the  argument  is  incorrect  in  this: 
Our  laws  provide  that  free  white  males  alone 
shall  perform  militia  duty ;  and  the  States  respec- 
tively pay  their  full  proportion  of  that  duty  when 
they  bring  forward  their  proportion  of  white  popii- 
lation.  The  gentleman  wishes  us  to  perform  this 
duty  not  according  to  our  own  white  population, 
but  according  to  our  representation.  But  every- 
thing is  retained  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to 
the  people,  which  is  not  taken  from  them  by  the 
Constitution — and  I  call  upon  gentlemen  to  show 
what  part  of  the  Constitution  says  that  the  South- 
ern States  shall  bring  forward  for  militia  duty 
more  than  their  proportion  of  white  population. 
The  Constitution  being  silent  on  this  point,  the 
argument  cannot  be  correct.  Representation  and 
direct  taxation  are  precisely  specified  and  lipk^^ 
together  in  the  Constitution ;  but,  because  militia 
duty  is  said  to  be  in  the  nature  of  a  capitation 
tax,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  should  be  appor- 
tioned according  to  representation.  The  conclu- 
sion does  not  flow  from  the  premises. 

The  question  was  taken  on  postponing  the  fur- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  till  to-morrow,  and 
carried.    And  the  House  adjourned; 


Thursday,  February  8. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Livingston,  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn  \  and  the  questiop  oe- 
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k^  ukeii  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
•ure — yeas  4,  nays  83. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  prerent  the  issuing  of  sea- 
letters,  except  to  certain  vessels,  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lton,  the  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate in  addition  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  laying 
oat  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland  in  the 
State  of  Maryland  to  tbe  State  of  Ohio,  was 
pasted  through  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  to- 
morrow. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

Tbe  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

Mr.  Dana's  amendment  yet  under  consider- 
ation— 

Mr.  Troup  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  the 
following  words,  declaring  his  object  to  be  merely, 
by  showing  bow  improper  the  one  proposition 
was,  to  display  more  strikingly  the  deformity  of 
the  other : 

•And  that  the  State  of  Connecticut,  in  consideration 
of  bar  admiMion  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  on 
terms  of  equality  with  the  States  of  New  York  and 
Pennsytrania  without  equiralent  concession,  be  re- 
quired to  fnrnish  a  quota  of  militia  proportioned  to  her 
representation  in  that  body." 

Messrs.  Butler,  Pickman,  Troup,  Tallmaoge, 
Taylor  and  Smilie,  opposed  Mr.  Dana's  amend- 
ment, and  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Ross  supported  it. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  read  an  extract  of  a  letter 
which  he  bad  this  day  received  from  the  Secre- 
tarr  of  War,  containing  information  to  this  effect : 
^  There  is  no  State  in  the  Union  which  has  not 
made  its  returns  of  militia  according  to  law." 

BIr.  &UINCT  made  a  motion  superseding  the 
motions  under  consideration,  viz :  to  strike  out 
that  part  of  the  bill  providing  for  cases  of  deficient 
returns.  As  there  was  no  such  case,  there  Yjms 
no  occasion  for  such  a  provision. 

Mr.  SouTBARO  moved  to  recommit  the  bill 
to  a  select  committee,  with  a  view  to  inquire  into 
the  practicability  of  more  equitably  apportioning 
the  quotas  than  has  heretofore  been  done. 

The  motion  was  carried,  Messrs.  Soutbaro, 
PiBK,  Ross,  Tallmaoge,  and  Dana,  supporting 
it ;  and  the  bill  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
twenty  members. 

CANALS  AND  ROADS. 

Mr.  P.  B.  Porter. — I  have  risen,  sir,  for  the 
purpose  of  asking  the  attention  of  the  House  to  a 
aobject,  than  which,  I  may  confidently  say,  there 
is  no  one,  that  regards  our  domestic  policy,  more 
important  or  which  more  loudly  calls  for  the  in- 
terposition of  the  National  Legislature. 

The  subject  to  which  I  allude,  is  the  internal 
improvement  of  the  United  States  by  roads  and 
einmls.  And  I  intend,  before  I  sit  down,  to  offer 
m  resolution,  the  object  of  which  will  be  to  ascer- 
tain the  sense  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the  ex- 
C!diency  of  appropriating  a  part  of  the  public 
nds  to  such  improvements. 

I  am  not  in  the  habit  of  trespassing  upon  the 
fitteoce  of  the   House,  and  I  am  sure  that  no 


apology  will  be  required  for  the  time  I  may  oc- 
cupy in  presenting  such  general  views  of  this  sub- 
ject, as  the  importance  of  it  seems,  in  my  opin- 
ion, to  demand.  I  know  that  the  time  of  the 
House  is  precious — I  am  aware  that  there  are 
many  matters  connected  with  our  foreign  rela- 
tions, that  have  strong  claims  to  its  attention; 
but  tney  surely  ought  not  to  exclude  every  other 
subject  of  legislation.  I  have  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent a  portion  of  the  country  which  is  perhaps  as 
little  affected  by  our  exterior  commercial  rela- 
tions as  any  part  of  the  United  States;  and  yet 
I  listen^  with  great  attention  and  interest,  to 
the  various  plans  and  propositions  which  are 
daily  submitted,  and  discussed  in  this  House, 
and  with  which  indeed  its  time  is  almost  exclu- 
sively occupied,  for  the  protection  and  security 
of  commerce ;  and  I  trust  that  I  shall  show  by 
mv  vote,  on  every  proper  occasion,  that  I  con- 
sider my  constituents  as  bound  to  support  with 
their  persons  and  their  property,  and  to  the  last 
extremity,  the  just  rights  of  this  country.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  have  a  rieht  to  expect  that  the 
gentlemen  who  represent  the  mercantile  interest 
will  not  only  hear  with  patience  the  proposition 
I  am  about  to  submit,  but  that  they  will  thank 
me  for  the  fair  opportunity,  I  intend  to  afford 
them,  of  proving  the  sincerity  of  those  professions 
whicn  we  hear  so  often  and  so  loudly  made  on 
this  floor,  in  favor  of  the  agricultural  interest. 
The  gentlemen  tell  us  that  commerce  is  only  the 
handmaid  of  agriculture ;  and  that  their  zeal  to 
protect  commerce  arises  merely  from  a  desire  to 
promote,  through  its  instrumentality,  the  great 
interests  of  agriculture.  I  shall  not  question  the 
sincerity  of  these  declarations,  nor  the  correct- 
ness of  the  principle  they  assert :  but  it  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  gentlemen  will  be  as  willing 
to  eive  a  direct  encouragement  to  agriculture,  as 
to  do  it  indirectly  through  the  medium  of  com- 
merce. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  a  bill  was  some  days 
ago  laid  on  your  table,  from  the  Senate,  embrac- 
ing the  subject  of  roads  and  canals.  What  course 
this  bill  has  already  taken,  or  what  may  be  its  ulti«> 
mate  fate  in  that  House,  were  it  possible  for  me  to 
conjecture,  it  would  be  improper  for  me  to  state 
in  this  place,  especially  in  the  present  state  of  my 
feelings  on  that  subject.  I  maintain  this  bill  only 
because  I  had  some  little  share  in  producing  it,  in 
the  form  in  which  it  appears  on  your  table,  and 
in  which  it  originally  appeared  in  the  Senate ; 
and  because  it  therefore  shows  my  ideas  of  a 
practical  mode  of  carrying  the  objects  of  tbe 
resolution  into  effect.  And  I  must  beg  the  House 
to  bear  in  mind  the  ])rovisions  of  that  bill,  in 
weighing  the  observations  which  lam  about  to 
offer,  should  these  observations  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  ffain  the  ear  of  the  House. 

It  is  possible  that  some  of  the  views  which  I 
am  about  to  take  of  this  subject  may  be  coii- 
sidered  as  too  extravagant  and  remote,  and  that 
they  may  at  first  even  wear  the  appearance  of 
affectation;  I  hope,  however,  it  will  be  recollected 
that  the  subject  is  in  itself  of  vast  magnitude  and 
extent ;  and  that,  in  order  to  speak  of  it  with  any 
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degree  of  justice,  it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  it 
in  reference  to  the  great  and  correspondent  effects 
which  it  is  calculated  to  produce.  And  permit 
me,  in  the  first  place,  to  say,  sir,  that  some  great 
system  of  internal  navigation,  such  as  is  contem- 
plated in  the  bill  introduced  into  the  Senate,  is 
not  only  an  object  of  the  first  consequence  to  the 
future  prosperity  of  this  countrvj  considered  as  a 
measure  of  political  economy,  out  as  a  measure 
of  State  policy  it  is  indispeosable  to  the  preserva' 
tion  of  the  integrity  of  this  Grovernment. 

The  United  States  have  for  twenty  years  past 
been  favored  in  their  external  commerce,  m  a 
manner  unequalled  perhaps  in  the  history  of  the 
world.    Our  citizens  have  not  only  grown  rich, 
but  they  have  almost  gone  mad  in  pursuit  of  this 
commerce.    Such  have  been  its  temptations,  as 
to  engage  in  it  almost  the  whole  of  the  floating 
capital  of  the  country,  and  a  great  part  of  its  en- 
terprise; and  every  other  occupation  has  been 
considered  as  secondary  and  subordinate.    This 
extraordinary  success   of  commerce  has  been 
owing  partly  to  our  local  situation,  partly  to 
the  native  enterprise  of  our  citizens,  but  pri- 
marily to  the  unparalleled  succession  of  events 
in  Europe.    The  course  of  these  events,  before 
80  propitious  to  our  interests,  has  of  late  very 
materially  changed,  and  with  it  has  changed 
the  tide  of  our  commercial  prosperity.    I  am 
far  however  from  believing  that  this  sudden  re- 
verse may  not  eventually  prove  fortunate  for 
the  true  interest  of  the  United  States.    The  em- 
barrassments which  the  belligerents  have  thrown 
in   the  way  of  our  external  commerce,  have 
turned  the  attention  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try to  their  own  internal  resources.     And  in 
Yiewing  these  resources  we  perceive  with  pride 
that  there  is  no  country  on  earth  which,  in  the 
fertility  of  its  soil,  the  extent  and  variety  of  its 
climate  and  productions,  afibrds  the  means  of 
national  wealth  and  greatness  in  the  measure 
they  are  enjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States.    If  these  means  are  jproperly  fostered  and 
encouraged  by  a  liberal  and  enlightened  policy, 
we  shall  soon  be  able  not  only  to  defend  our  in- 
dependence at  home,  which  however  I  confi- 
dentljT  trust  we  have  now  both  the  ability  and 
the  disposition  to  do,  notwithstanding  the  fears 
that  are  attempted  to  be  excited  on  this  subject, 
but  we  shall  be  able  to  protect  our  foreign  com- 
merce against  the  united  power  of  the  world. 
One  great  object  of  the  system  I  am  about  to 
propose,  is  to  unlock  these  internal  resources — 
to  enable  the  citizen  of  one  nart  of  the  United 
States  to  exchange  his  products  for  those  of 
another^  and  to  open  a  great  internal  commerce, 
which  js  acknowledged  by  all  who  profess  any 
skill  in  the  science  of  political  economy  to  be 
much  more  profitable  and  advantageous,  than 
the  most  favored  external  commerce  which  we 
could  enjoy.    The  system,  however,  has  another 
object  in  view  not  less  important. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  are  divided,  by 
a  geographical  line,  into  two  great  and  dis- 
tinct sections.  The  people  who  live  along  the 
Atlantic  on  the  east  side  of  the  Alleghany  moun- 


tains, and  who  compose  t^e  three  great  classes 
of  merchants,  manufacturers,  and  agriculturists, 
and  those  wno  occupy  the  west  side  of  those 
mountains,  who  are  exclusively  agriculturists^ 
This  diversity  apd  supposed  contrariety  of  in- 
terest and  pursuit  between  the  people  of  these 
two  great  divisions  of  country,  and  the  difiference 
of  character  to  which  these  occupations  give  ri'^e, 
it  has  been  confidently  asserted  and  is  still  be- 
lieved by  many,  will  lead  to  a  separation  of  the 
United  States  at  no  very  distant  day.  In  my 
humble  opinion,  sir,  this  very  diversity  of  interest 
will^  if  skilfully  managed,  be  the  means  of  pro- 
ducing a  closer  and  more  intimate  union  of  the 
States.  It  will  be  obviously  for  the  interests  of 
the  interior  States  to  exchange  the  great  surplas^ 
products  of  their  lands,  and  the  raw  materials  of 
manufactures,  for  the  merchandise  and  manu- 
factured articles  of  the  Eastern  States;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  the  interests  of  the  naerehants  and 
manufacturers  of  the  Atlantic  will  be  equally 
promoted  by  this  internal  commerce;  apd  it  is 
by  promoting  this  commerce,  by  encouraging  aod 
facilitating  this  intercourse-^it  is  by  producing 
a  mutual  dependence  of  interests  between  these 
twoj^reat  sections,  and  by  these  means  only,  that 
the  United  States  can  ever  be  kept  together. 

The  great  evil,  and  it  is  a  serious  one  indeed, 
sir,  under  which  the  iuhabiunts  of  the  Western 
country  labor,  arises  from  the  want  of  a  market. 
There  is  no  place  where  the  great  staple  articles 
for  the  use  of  civilized  life  can  be  produced  in 
greater  abundance  or  with  greater  ease.  And  yet, 
as  respects  most  of  the  luxuries  and  many  of  the 
conveniences  of  life,  the  people  are  poor.  They 
have  no  vent  for  their  produce  at  home;  be- 
cause, being  all  agriculturists,  they  produce 
alike  the  same  articles  with  the  same  facility; 
and  such  is  the  present  difficulty  and  expense  of 
transporting  their  produce  to  an  Atlantic  port, 
thm  nttle  benefits  are  realized  from  that  quarter. 
The  sinffle  circumstance,  of  the  want  of  a  mar' 
ket,  is  already  beginning  to  produce  the  most  dis- 
astrous effects,  not  only  on  the  industry  but  upon 
the  morals  of  the  inhabitants.  Such  is  the  fer- 
tility of  their  lands,  that  one  half  of  their  time 
spent  in  labor  is  sufficient  to  produce  every  ar- 
ticle, which  their  farms  are  capable  of  yielding 
in  sufficient  quantities^  for  their  own  consuntp* 
tion,  and  there  is  nothing  to  incite  them  to  pro- 
duce more.  They  are,  therefore,  naturally  led  to 
spend  the  other  part  of  their  time  in  idleness  and 
dissipation.  Their  increase  in  numbers,  and  the 
ease  with  which  children  are  brought  up  and  fedf 
far  from  encouraging  them  to  become  manufae- 
rers  for  themselves,  puts  at  a  great  distance  the 
time  when,  quitting  the  freedom  and  indepen- 
dence of  masters  of  the  soil,  they  will  subinit 
to  the  labor  and  eonfinenoent  of  manufacturers* 
This,  sir,  is  the  true  situation  of  the  western  ag- 
riculturist«  It  becomes  then  an  objeot  of  na- 
tional importance,  far  outweighing  almost  every 
other  that  can  occupy  the  attention  of  this  House,^ 
to  inquire  whether  the  evils  incident  to  this  state 
of  thinffs  may  not  be  removed,  by  opening  a  great 
navigable  canal  from  the  Atlantic  to  Che  Western 
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States;  and  thus  promoting  the  natural  connex- 
ion and  intercourse  between  the  farmer  and  the 
merchant,  so  highly  conducive  to  the  interests  of 
both.  Thb  brings  me  more  immediately  to  the 
object  of  the  resolution  which  I  shall  have  the 
honor  to  submit.    And  I  must  beg  the  indul- 

fence  of  the  House  while  I  attempt  to  show, 
J  a  geographical  detail,  not  only  the  importance 
but  the  practicability  of  such  navigation. 

The  great  ranges  of  mountain,  continued  from 
the  circular  mountain  in  Georgia  on  the  south, 
to  the  Mohawk  river  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
CD  the  north,  intercept  and  destroy  the  naviga- 
tion of  all  the  rivers  which  discharge  into  the 
Atlantic  and  approach  the  Western  country. 
But  when  you  have  passed  these  mountains  from 
the  Atlantic,  that  country  opens  a  scene  of  natu- 
ral internal  navigation  unequalled  in  the  world. 
The  face  of  the  country  is  so  uoiformly  level  as 
to  make  almost  every  small  stream,  by  which  it 
is  intersected,  navigable  for  boats  of  considerable 
size.  The  chain  of  Western  lakes,  extending  from 
the  northeastern  extremity  of  Lake  Ontario  to  the 
soothwestem  termination  of  Lake  Michigan,  af- 
fords now  an  excellent  navigation,  for  vessels 
drawing  ten  feet  of  water^  of  fourteen  hundred 
miles  in  extent — uninterrupted;  except  by  the  falls 
and  rapids  of  Niagara,  a  distance  of  only  eight 
miles.  To  the  south  and  west  of  these  lakes  the 
waters  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  approach 
within  short  distances  of,  and  are  interlocked  by 
the  waters  of  the  lakes.  The  lands  along  these 
dividing  waters  are  generally  level;  and  the 
riyers  are  navigable  and  might  be  connected  by 
short  canals  at  Jittle  expense.  I  will  mention 
some  of  the  principal  points  at  which  these  con- 
nexions might  be  tormed. 

On  the  southwestern  part  of  Lake  Erie,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  there  is  a  piortage  of  eight 
miles  from  that  lake,  called  the  Cnatauqua.  JThe 
Chauuqua  is  the  reservoir  or  source  of  one  of 
the  branches  of  the  Alleghany  river,  and  this 
stream  is  navigable  from  the  lake  to  Pittsburg, 
on  the  Ohio,  for  boats  of  thirty  tons  burdeo. 
The  waters  of  the  Chdtauqua  are  higher  than 
those  of  Lake  Erie,  to  Which  there  is  a  gradual 
and  regular  descent  of  land;  and  a  canal  might 
be  opened  between  them  at  a  very  moderate  ex- 
pense. 

On  the  sooth  side  of  Lake  Erie,  in  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  there  is  another  portage  of  fifteen 
miles  over  an  artificial  road,  from  Presqu'isle  to 
French  creek,  another  branch  of  the  Alleghany, 
and  which  is  also  navigable  for  boats  carrying 
200  barreb.  Over  these  two  portages  was  sent, 
dnrins  the  last  summer,  more  than  100,000  bush- 
els of  salt,  manufactured  in  the  interior  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  transported  through  lakes 
Ontario  and  Erie,  across  these  portages  and  down 
to  Pittsbor^,  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Ohio  and  its  tributary  streams.  Tbig  salt  trade 
was  commenced  about  seven  years  ago.  and  has 
been  increasing  ever  since,  at  the  rate  oi  twenty- 
five  per  cent,  a  year.  And  if  the  great  line  of 
navigation,  to  which  I  shall  presently  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  House,  were  opened,  the  people  of 


the  Ohio,  and  its  various  waters  would  be  sup- 

glied  with  that  great  and  necessary  article  of  lite, 
fty  per  cent,  cheaper  than  it  now  costs  them. 

About  100  miles  to  the  west  of  Presqu'islfe, 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  river  Cuyahoga  opens  a 
good  boat  navigation  from  Lake  Erie  to  within- 
six  or  eight  miles  of  the  navigable  waters  of  the- 
Muskingum ;  and  I  understand  that  a  communi- 
cation is  about  to  be  opened  between  them,  either 
by  means  of  a  canal,  or  an  artificial  road,  under 
the  patronage  of  the  Legislature  of  that  State. 

About  150  miles  stillTurther  to  the  west,  in  the 
Territories  of  Michigan  and  Indiana,  other  com- 
munications may  be  fornied  between  the  waters 
of  the  Miami  of  Lake  Erie,  and  the  Wabash  andv 
Miami  of  the  Ohio. 

At  the  southwestern  extremity  of  Lake  Michi- 
gan, the  most  inconsiderable  expense  would  openr 
a  canal  between  the  waters  of  that  lake  and  the 
Illinois  river,  one  of  the  principal  branches  of  the 
Mississippi.  Nature  has  already  made  this  con- 
nexion nearly  complete;  and  it  is  not  uncommon 
for  boats^  in  the  Spring  of  the  year,  to  pass  froth 
the  lake  into  the  Illinois,  and  from  thence  by  thfe 
waters  of  the  Illinois  ana  Mississippi  to  New  Or- 
leans, without  being  taken  out  of  the  water. 

Further  to  th^  north,  a  connexion  might  be 
formed  with  nearly  the  same  facility  between 
the  waters  of  the  Fox  river  which  discharges 
into  Green  Bay,  and  the  Wisconsin,  another 
branch  of  the  Missi$si()pi ;  and  the  lands  adjacent 
to  these  rivers  are  said  to  be  uncommonly  rich 
and  fertile. 

From  this  view  of  the  Western  country,  and 
the  great  extent  of  its  natural  internal  navigation, 
we  jjerceive  the  advantages  to  be  derived  by 
opening  it  to  the  Atlantic  by  a  great  canal;  and 
we  discover  also,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  is  not 
very  important  to  the  inhabitants,  by  what  line 
this  canal  approaches  them,  as  their  interests 
would  be  almost  equally  promoted  by  any  rout^ 
that  might  be  adopted.  I  presume,  however,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  on  this  point. 

The  Alleghany  mountains  have  a  uniform  ele- 
vation of  about  3,000  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
tide.  Their  bases,  together  with  those  of  their 
parallel  ridges,  occupy  a  distance,  transversely,  of 
about  100  miles.  They  present  a  barrier  to  the 
opening  of  any  continued  navigation  from  the 
Middle  States  to  the  Western  country,  which.  If 
not  beyond  the  reach  of  art,  it  is  certainly  far  be- 
yond that  of  our  present  national  resources  to  sur- 
mount. An  inspection  of  the  map  will  at  once 
point  out  this  leading  fact.  To  unite  the  highest 
navigable  waters  on  each  side  of  the  mountains, 
by  sood  roads,  is  all  that  can  for  some  years,  ana 
perhaps  for  some  centuries,  be  attempted ;  and 
very  valuable  communications  may  be  opened  in 
this  way. 

To  the  south  and  west  of  these  mountains,  the 
river  Mississippi  affords  an  invaluable  descending 
navigation  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  vast  coun- 
tries which  it  traverses.  But,  such  is  the  great 
extent  of  that  river,  and  the  uniform  rapidity  of 
its  current,  that  great  doubts  are  entertained 
whether  it  can  ever  be  made  a  valuable  ascend- 
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ing  DBYigatioo.  It  certaioly  cannot,  in  the  pres* 
eot  state  of  the  science  of  nayigation,  eren  with 
ithe  improvements  of  the  steamboat.  To  the  north, 
«8till  more  important  difficulties  present  them- 
^elres  in  the  navigation  of  the  St.  Lawrence. 
One  of  these  is  found  in  the  great  rapids  of  that 
.river,  and  another  in  the  severity  of  the  climate, 
which  is  such  as  to  shut  up  the  mouth  of  the 
xiver  with  ice,  for  six  or  seven  months  in  a  year. 
The  only  practicable  route  for  an  iscending  nav- 
igation to  the  lakes,  is  by  way  of  the  Hudson 
and  Mohawk,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the 
Hudson  being  the  only  river  whose  tide  waters 
flow  above  the  Blue  Uidge,  or  eastern  chain  of 
mountains.  The  Mohawk  rises  in  the  level  lands 
of  the  Western  country,  in  the  vicinity  of  Lake 
Ontario,  from  whence  it  takes  an  easterly  direc- 
tion for  about  140  miles  near  to  Albany,  the  seat 
of  government  of  the  State  of  New  York  where 
it  passes  around  the  northern  extremity  of  the 
western  chain  of  Allegany  mountains,  and  falls 
into  the  Hudson.  From  thence  the  two  rivers 
united  take  a  southerly  course,  and,  breaking 
through  the  east  chain  of  mountains,  commonly 
called  the  Blue  Ridge,  at  West  Point,  fall  into 
the  Atlantic  at  New  York.  The  Hudson  is  nav- 
igable from  New  York  to  the  mouth  of  the  Mo- 
hawk, a  distance  of  170  miles,  for  sloops  drawing 
from  eight  to  ten  feet  of  water.  The  Mohawk  is 
a  river  of  respectable  size,  and  for  most  of  its  dis- 
tance deep  and  navigable;  but  its  navigation  is 
occasionally  interrupted  by  falls.  A  canal  of  any 
extent  may  be  made  along  the  margin  of  this 
river,  and  supplied  with  its  waters,  as  high  as 
Rome,  which  is  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
from  its  mouth.  From  Rome  a  canal  of  one  and 
an  half  mile  in  length,  over  lands  which  do  not 
rise  more  than  nine  feet  above  the  bed  of  the 
river,  will  connect  it  with  the  waters  of  Lake 
Ontario,  down  which  the  canal  may  be  continued 
(about  sixty  niiles)  to  the  lake.  The  highest 
elevation  of  this  canal,  at  Rome,  would  be  less 
than  400  feet  above  the  tide-waters  of  the  Hod- 
son,  and  less  than  200  above  the  surface  of  Lake 
Ontario.  The  whole  expense  of  this  canal,  from 
the  Hudson  to  the  lake,  is  estimated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  in  his  very  able  report  to 
the  Senate  of  April,  1808,  on  the  subject  of  roads 
and  canals,  at  $2,200,000;  and  I  will  take  the  lib- 
erty to  recommend  to  the  members  of  this  House 
the  perusal  of  that  report,  as  containing  a  fund  of 
the  most  useful  geographical  and  other  informa- 
tion, whidb,  on  every  subject  of  political  econ- 
omy, that  gentleman  is  so  eminently  qualified  to 
impart. 

From  the  place  where  this  canal  would  con- 
nect with  Lake  Ontario,  there  is  a  ship  naviga- 
tion of  two  hundred  miles  to  the  falls  of  Niagara. 
A  canal,  with  locks  sufficiently  large  for  the  vesseb 
that  navigate  the  lakes,  might  be  opened  around 
these  falls,  at  an  expense,  estimated  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  at  one  million  of  dollars. 
From  the  Niagara  river  there  is  again  a  ship 
navigation  to  every  part  of  Lake  Erie.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that  a  canal  might  be  opened  from  Lake 
Erie  to  the  Ohio,  for  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 


sand dollars,  and  another  canal  cut  around  the  falls 
of  the  Ohio,  for  the  like  sum  of  five  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars.  And  from  the  falls  of  the  Obio 
there  is  a  good  navigation  of  near  two  thousand 
miles  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  And  thus,  sir,  for 
the  sum  of  $4,200,000,  a  great  circumnavigation 
might  be  formed,  embracing  the  principal  part  of 
the  United  States  and  their  Territories;  and  con- 
necting in  its  course,  by  navigable  waters,  the 
whole  of  the  western  and  Atlantic  countries. 
This  canal  would  open  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Atlantic  on  the  lakes  above,  (inclusive  of 
Lake  Superior,  the  navigation  to  which  is 
now  obstructed  by  a  short  rapid  in  the  river  St. 
Mary's  which  connects  it  with  Lake  Huron; 
but  which  obstruction  might  be  removed  by  an 
expence  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  dollars,)— 
I  say,  sir,  it  would  open  to  the  navigation  of 
the  Atlantic  on  the  lakes  above,  a  coast  of  be- 
tween five  and  six  thousand  miles,  of  as  fine  and 
fertile  country  as  any  in  the  world.  And  it 
would  open  on  the  Mississippi,  and  its  various 
waters^  a  country  not  less  fertile  and  still  more 
extensive.  How  many  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars such  an  operation  would  add  to  the  solid 
wealth  of  the  Western  country,  I  will  not  ven- 
ture to  conjecture.  But,  sir,  I  may  well  say,  that 
there  is  no  work  in  the  power  of  man,  which 
would  ^ive  such  life,  such  vigor,  such  enterprise 
and  sucn  riches  to  tne  citizens  of  that  country, 
as  the  execution  of  this  canal.  The  inhabitants 
near  the  lakes  would  have  a  direct  communica- 
tion to  and  from  New  York,  by  means  of  the 
canal,  and  the  efiect  of  it  would  be  to  double  the 

Erice  of  their  produce,  and  to  add  three  or  foot 
undred  per  cent,  to  the  valde  of  their  lands. 
The  people  of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  would 
descend  with  their  produce  to  New  Orleans  and 
to  any  port  on  the  Atlantic,  from  whence  thef 
might  return  with  the  articles  received  in  ex- 
cbanffe  by  way  of  Hudson  and  the  lakes  to  their 
own  homes.  The  idea  of  benefiting  the  people 
of  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  to  any  great  extent 
by  this  Northern  navigation,  may  piernaps,  at  first, 
appear  visionary ;  but  I  can  state  it  as  a  fact, 
that  evei^  at  this  time,  under  all  the  disadvantages 
of  that  route,  ffoods  may  be  transported  from  the 
city  of  JMew  York,  by  the  way  of  the  Hudson 
and  the  lakes,  to  any  part  of  the  Ohio,  an(i  to  ail 
those  parts  of  the  Mississippi  above  its  confiuence 
with  the  Ohio,  at  as  cheap  a  rate  as  they  can  be 
transported  from  any  port  on  the  Atlantic.,  b^ 
any  other  route.  The  efiect  of  opening  this  navi- 
gation would  then  be  to  reduce  tne  price  of  trans- 
Eortation  to  those  parts  of  the  country  at  least 
fty  and  probably  seventy -five  per  cent.  Another 
important  advantage,  independent  of  the  general 
commerce  of  the  lakes,  would  be  felt  in  the  re- 
duction of  at  least  fifty  per  cent,  in  the  price  of 
salt.  The  salt  sprin^^s  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
are  within  a  few  miles  of  the  proposed  line  of 
circumnavi^tion,  and  are  connected  with  it  by  a 
navigable  river.  This  article  may  be  manufac- 
tured at  those  springs  in  sufficient  ouaotities  for 
the  whole  of  the  population  of  the  United  States, 
and  it  is  now  sold  there  for  twenty-five  and  thirtf 
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cests  a  bushel;  but  such  is  the  present  expense  of 
t^mnsportatiou  that  it  sells  in  the  Pittsburg  market 
for  two  dollars  a  bashel.  If  the  effect  of  opeoiDg  a 
canal  uarigation  were  only  to  reduce  the  price 
St  PittsbuKg  to  one  dollar,  it  would  make  a  sav- 
ing OD  the  quantity  now  sent  to  that  market  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year.  But,  sir, 
aside  from  all  the  pecuniary  benefits  I  have  men- 
tionedy  the  great  political  effect  of  this  work 
would  be — by  opening  extensive  communica- 
tions, encouraging  intercourse,  and  promoting 
connexions  between  the  various  ports  of  the  At- 
lantic and  Western  States,  to  subdue  local  jea- 
lousies, and  to  bind  the  Union  together  with  the 
indissoiuble  ties  of  interest  and  friendship. 

There  may  be  some,  sir,  whose  fears  to  do  any- 
thing which  shall  din^inish  the  national  resources. 
may  incline  them  to  reject  this  system  of  internal 
improvement  at  the  first  view,  on  account  of  the 
maignitude  of  its  expense.  Let  me  ask  these 
gentlemen  to  give  themselves  the  trouble  to  trace 
the  consequences  of  this  system  on  the  public 
wealth,  and  they  will  soon  be  satisfied  that  there 
are  no  nossible  means  by  which  the  aggregate 
valne  of  the  landed  property  of  the  United  States 
could  be  so  certainly  increased,  as  by  the  appli- 
cation of  part  of  these  lands  to  the  purposes  of 
opening  the  great  inland  navigation  wnich  1  have 
before  deserioed.  The  imm^iate  and  necessary 
effect  of  which  would  be,  to  enhance  the  value 
of  the  remaining  part  to  an  almost  inconceivable 
extent 

I  have  been  somewhat  conversant  with  the  in- 
teresu  of  the  great  private  landholders  of  the 
Western  country.  They  are  a  class  of  people 
whose  sagacity  in  discovering  and  industry  in 
pursuing  the  means  of  accumulating  wealth  are 
not  to  be  questioned.  When  they  undertake  the 
sale  and  settlement  of  wild  lands,  there  is  no 
policy  so  well  understood  or  so  gener.ally  adopted 
as  that  of  opening  easy  and  extensive  communi- 
cations^ through  the  different  parts  of  their  lands, 
and  of  facilitating  the  approaches  to  them,  by 
means  of  good  roads.  And  for  every  dollar  they 
enend  in  these  roads,  or  indeed,  in  almost  any 
other  public  improvement,  they  are  sure  to  be  re- 
munerated three  or  four  hundred  per  cent,  in  the 
increased  ralue  which  is  thereby  given  to  these 
lands. 

The  United  States  are  owners  of  about  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  million  acres  of  land  in  the  West- 
em  country,  mdependent  of  Louisiana.  More  than 
one  hundred  million  acres  lie  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
lakes.  The  public  lands  occupy  a  coast  on  the 
lakes  of  more  than  two  thousand  six  hundred 
miles  in  extent,  inclusive  of  the  navigable  straits 
by  which  they  are  connected ;  but  exclusive  of 
the  numerous  and  extensive  islands  abounding, 
more  or  less,  in  all  of  them.  Taking  thirty 
miles  in  breadth  along  this  coast,  will  give  about 
fifty  millions  of  acres  of  public  land,  the  most 
remote  of  which  is  within  thirty  miles  of  the 
navigable  waters  of  the  lakes.  A  canal  might  be 
effected  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  lakes  by  an  ap- 
propriation of  one  million  of  acres  to  that  object. 
And  this,  not  by  an.actual  sinking  or  sacrifice  of 


the  price  of  the  land,  but  by  a  conversion  of  it 
into  canal  stocjt,  which  stock  would  in  all  proba- 
bilitv  be  more  productive  and  more  valuable  than 
the  land  itself.  And  the  effect  of  opening  this 
navigation  would  be  to  enhance  the  value  of  the 
remaining  forty-nine  millions,  some  hundreds 
per  cent.  The  value  of  land  must  depend  upon 
the  value  of  its  produce,  or,  to  speak  with  more 
precision,  upon  the  promts  which  this  produce 
will  yield  to  the  agriculturist.  To  show  the 
effect  of  opening  this  navigation  on  these  profits, 
I  will  instance  the  article  of  wheat,  which  is  one 
of  the  great  staple  articles  of  the  lake  country, 
and  is  produced  there  with  greater  certainty  and 
in  greater  perfection  than  in  any  other  part  of 
the  United  States.  The  average  price  of  a  bushel 
of  wheat  on  the  lakes  is  fifty  cents.  This  depres- 
sion of  price  is  owing  solely  to  the  present  expenses 
of  conveying  it  to  market.  It  cosu  from  seventy- 
five  to  one  hundred  cents,  to  transport  a  bushel 
of  wheat  from  the  lakes  to  New  York,  which  is 
its  nearest  American  market.  If  a  canal  were 
cut  from  the  Hudson  to  the  lakes,  there  can  be  no 
doubt  but  it  would  reduce  the  expense  of  trans- 
portation from  seventy-five  and  one  hundred  as 
low,  at  least  as  twenty-five  cents ;  and  the  effect 
would  be  to  add  the  saving  in  transportation  to 
the  price  of  the  article,  and  wheat  would  then  be 
worth  on  the  lakes  one  dollar  instead  of  fifty 
cents  a  bushel.  But  it  costs  the  farmer  from 
thirty  to  forty  cents  to  produce  a  bushel  of  wheat. 
When,  therefore,  he  sells  for  fifty  cents,  his  pro- 
fits are  only  from  ten  to  twenty  cents.  Whereas^ 
if  he  could  sell  for  one  dollar  his  profits  would  be 
from  sixty  to  seventy  cents.  The  effect  then  of 
opening  this  navigation  would  be  to  increase  the 
profits  of  the  farmer  from  four  to  six  hundred  per 
cent,  and  the  value  of  land  ought  to  rise  in  the 
same  proportion.  But  suppose  it  should  only 
double  the  value  of  lands,  (and  this  is  an  effect 
not  to  be  doubted.)  what  would  be  the  result 
as  respects  the  property  of  the  United  States  ? 
Why,  sir,  the  fifty  millions  of  acres  on  the  lakes, 
which  are  now  worth  fifty  millions  of  dollars 
would  immediately  become  worth  one  hundred 
millions^  And  thus,  besides  performing  a  great 
and  imperious  duty,  which  as  a  Qovernment  we 
owe  to  the  people  of  the  Western  country,  we 
should  by  this  operation,  as  mere  proprietors  of 
the  soil,  and  in  a  matter  of  pecuniary  speculation, 
advance  the  public  property  fifty  millions  of 
dollars! 

But.  sir,  there  are  some  gentlemen  who  are 
friendly  to  this  system  of  internal  improvement, 
but  who  think  the  present  time  inauspicious  to 
such  an  undertaking,  on  account  of  the  reduced 
state  of  the  Treasury. 

To  this  objection  I  would  answer,  first,  that 
the  means  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  carry  on 
these  improvements,  are  such  as  are  not  calcu- 
lated to  make  any  sensible  impression  on  the 
revenue.  And,  secondly^  that  the  bare  increase 
of  the  sales  of  land,  which  would  be  effected  in 
consequence  of  undertaking  these  works,  would 
more  than  supply  the  drains  on  the  Treasury  in 
constructing  them.    I  do  not  know  that  I  can 
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demonstrate  the  truth  of  this  last  position  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Hoose;  but  there  is  not  the 
shade  of  a  doubt  on  my  mind,  but  the  mere 
undertaking  of  a  great  canal  from  the  Atlantic 
to  the  lakes,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Qeneral 
Government,  would,  in  a  very  short  time,  cause 
the  sale  of  more  land  than  would  be  sufficient  to 
accomplish  the  whole  of  the  improvements  con- 
templated in  the  bill  before  the  Seqate. 

The  expense  of  executing  the  whole  of  the 
works  enumerated  in  that  bill,  is  estimated  at 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars.  This  is  not  a  mere 
random  estimate  of  my  own.  It  has  been  formed 
from  the  best  information  which  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  been  able  to  collect  on  this  sub- 
ject, by  a  gentleman  (Mr.  Latrobe)  who,  as  an 
experienced  as  well  as  scientific  engineer,  is  con- 
fessedly superior  to  any  other  in  this  country. 
The  estimate  was  intended  to  be  a  liberal  one, 
and  to  show  the  maximum  price  which  the  works 
could  cost.  If  the  United  States  were  to  be  in- 
terested one  half  in  these  works,  their  subscription 
would  amount  to  eight  millions  of  dollars.  The 
proposed  plan,  however,  does  not  contemplate  the 
payment  of  the  principal  sum  out  of,  nor  to  make 
It  chargeable  upon  our  ordinary  revenue.  But  it 
provides  that,  when  moneys  shall  be  wanted  to 
carry  on  these  internal  iinprovements,  certificates 
shall  be  issued  from  the  Treasury,  bearing  an  in- 
terest of  six  per  centum^  redeemable  eventually 
out  of  the  proceeds  of  a  particular  tract  of  land 
set  apart,  to  be  sold  for  that  purpose.  These  cer- 
tificates may  be  sold  in  market,  or  they  may  be 
immediately  applied  to  the  purposes  for  which 
they  shall  be  issued. 

Suppose,  then,  that  the  whole  of  these  works 
were  to  be  undertaken  immediately,  and  com- 
pleted within  ten  years ;  and  suppose,  too.  that 
no  moneys  should  be  received  from  the  sales  of 
the  hypothecated  lands.  The  calls  on  the  Treas- 
ury would  then  be. 

For  the  first  year $48  000 

second     -        -        -        -        -    96  000 
third        -        -        -       -        -  144  000 

fifth 240  000 

tenth 480  000 

which  sum  of  9480,000  is  the  interest  of  the 
whole  principal  sum  of  eight  millions.  And  this, 
sir,  would  not  be  a  verv  large  sum,  compared  to 
the  magniiude  of  the  ooject,  and  to  the  extent  of 
our  revenue;  especially  when  it  is  considered 
that,  after  one  year  from  this  time,  and  before 
the  effect  oi  such  an  appropriation  could  be  felt, 
oar  revenue  will  be  relieved  from  the  payment 
of  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  after  two  years, 
from  the  payment  of  four  millions  oif  dollars  an- 
nually, in  consequence  of  the  reductions  which 
will  then  have  taken  place  in  the  principal  of  the 
national  debt. 

But  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  not  more  than 
one-third  of  these  works  would  be  undertaken 
immediately ;  and  that  these  would  be  complete^ 
before  any  others  are  begun.  The  works,  as  fast 
as  they  shall  be  completed,  will  be  drawing  a  toll, 
equal  at  least,  it  is  presnimed,  to  the  interest  of 
the  money  they  cost ;  and,  in  this  way,  the  Treas 


ory  will  be  relieved  from  the  payment  of  that  in- 
terest. Upon  this  calculation^  the  United  States 
would  never  have  to  pay,  in  any  one  year,  a 
greater  sum  than  the  interest  of  one-third  of  the 
principal  sum  of  eight  millions  of  dollars ;  and,  in 
this  case,  the  calls  on  the  Treasury  would  be— 
supposing  again  that  no  aids  were  derived  from 
the  sale  of  lands — as  follow : 

For  the  first  year ^16,000 

second 32,000 

third 48,000 

fifth  .        .        .        -        .         -    80,000 

tenth 160,000 

the  highest  syim  called  for  in  any  one  year. 

Let  us  now  see  what  will  be  the  probable 
amount  of  the  sale  of  land,  within  a  given  pe- 
riod, to  forward  the  execution  of  these  improve- 
ments. 

The  present  population  of  the  United  States 
is  estimated  at  seven  and  a  half  millions.  It  is 
well  ascertained  that  our  population  doubles  once 
in  twenty-three  years ;  and  it  certainly  is  increas- 
ing, at  this  time,  in  as  high  a  ratio  as  at  any  for- 
mer period.-  According  to  a  calculation  of  Mr. 
Blodget,  (in  his  statistical  tables,)  somethiog 
more  than  one-third  of  the  increasing  population 
of  the  United  States  is  constantly  migrating  to 
the  Western  country.  One-third  of  the  increased 
population,  (or  that  portion  which  will  migrate,) 
for  the  next  twenty-three  years,  will  amount  to 
two  and  a  half  millions.  But  suppose  that  only 
two  millions  should  emigrate,  and  that  only  one 
million  of  these  should  settle  on  the  public  laiids. 
This  population  t^ould  require  fifty  millionk  of 
acres,  or  fifty  acres  to  each  person,  which  is  abotit 
the  average  quantity  taken  by  new  settlers ;  and 
it  would  bring  into  the  Treasury,  in  the  space  of 
twenty-three  years,  the  enormous  sum  of  one 
hundred  naillions  of  dollars,  upon  the  supposition 
that  the  whole  of  the  land  should  be  purchased 
at  the  minimum  price  of  two  dollars  an  acre.  It 
is  probable,  however,  that  it  will  sell  much  high- 
er ;  andj  if  so,  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  sam 
will  be  increased  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
the  price. 

Such  a  demand  for  new  lands  may  appear  ex- 
travagant to  those  who  have  not  attended  to  the 
progressive  population  and  settlement  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  last  twenty  years.  A  moment's 
recurrence  to  a  few  well  known  facts  on  this  sub- 
ject, will  show  that  such  a  demand  is  not  only 
probable,  but  that,  unless  some  great  national 
calamity  befall  us,  it  is  certain.  The  population 
of  the  State  of  New  York  has  considerably  more 
than  doubled  within  the  last  twenty  years.  Up- 
wards of  fifteen  millions  of  acres,  ra  the  western 
part  of  that  State,  which,  twentjr  years  ago, 
formed  a  dreary  and  uninhabited  wilderness,  are 
now  covered  by  settlements,  and  compose  one  of 
the  most  flourishing  parts  of  the  United  States. 
Population  and  settlement  have  progressed  nearly 
or  quite  to  the  same  extent  in  the  northern  and 
western  parts  of  the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania 
That  tract  of  country  which  now  forms  the  State 
of  Ohio,  did  not  contain,  twenty  years  ago,  one 
thousand  inhabitants ;  and  now  it  has  a  popnn- 
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tiOD  of  more  than  two  htmdred  tboodflnd.  The 
mat  States  of  Keotocky  and  Tennessee  have 
oecfi  almost  wholly  peopled  within  the  same  pe- 
reod ;  and  it  is  not  extravagant  to  say  that  more 
than  one  hundred  millions  of  acres  have  been 
actually  purchased  and  occnpied  within  the  last 
twenty  years  in  the  Western  country. 

It  is  true,  sir,  that  the  rate  at  which  the  public 
ka^s  are  bow,  and  have  been  for  some  time  past, 
adliag,  is  not  such  as  to  Warrant  the  calculation 
I  lw¥e  made  as  to  future  sales  ;  but  the  causes  of 
these  sales  being  so  contracted  are  obvious.  Ode 
priaciptl  cause,  which  however  will  immediately 
cease  to  operate,  because  it  is  ceasing  to  be  a  fact, 
has  been  that  the  public  lands  were  remote  from 
the  inhabited  parts  of  the  country.  Settlements 
wiH  always  he  regular  and  progressive.  People 
aeenstomed  to  the  pleasures  and  lidvantages  of 
saeiety  do  not  choose  to  ren^ve  far  into  tbe  wil- 
derness when  they  can  purchase  lands  in  the 
Tiehtity  of  old  settlements.  Several  of  the  indi- 
Tidsal  States  have  held  large  tracts  of  wild  land, 
whkh,  being  more  contiguous  to  settlements, 
oame,  of  course,  first  into  market.  But  the  lands 
of  the  todividaai  States,  especially  to  the  north- 
ward, are  now  nearly  all  occupied.  The  State 
of  New  York,  for  instance,  has  but  few  new 
lands.  Settlement,  in  that  State,  has  advanced 
to  lis  western  extremity.  The  same  is  the  case 
with  Pennsylvania;  and  the  whole  of  the  im* 
mease  emigmtion  from  the  Northern  and  Middle 
Stotes  will  be  immediately  pressing  upon  the  pub- 
lic lands.  Another  reason  for  the  paucity  of 
sales  i&  that  we  have  no  lands  in  market  calcu- 
lated for  this  Northern  emigration.  The  lands 
OB  the  Lakes  are  shut  irp.  We  have  no  lands  for 
aaie  fnrther  north  than  the  south  part  of  the  State 
of  Ohio,  and  that  is  too  low  a  latitude  for  most  of 
the  Northern  population. 

Another  imfNediment  to  the  sales  of  public 
lands  arises  from  the  circumstance  that  you  will 
teccive  nothing  but  specie  in  payment  for  them. 
The  people  who  migrate  to  new  countries  are, 
with  few  exceptions,  of  the  poorer  class.  They 
rarely  have  more  than  property  sufficient  to  trans- 
port their  families  to  their  new  places  of  resi- 
dence; to  construct  a  few  temporary  accommo- 
dations, and  to  subsist  themselves  and  families 
vntil  their  farms  become  productive.  They  then 
ealcalate  to  pay  for  their  farms  by  tbe  produce  of 
them.  But  the  products  of  the  public  lands,  in 
their  present  occluded  situation,  will  not  com- 
mand money,  and  settlers  are  therefore  deterred 
kom  purchastBg.  If.  instead  of  confining  the 
payments  to  money,  you  were  to  undertake  this 
system  of  internal  improvement,  and  issue  paper 
recetvabfe  at  the  land  office,  the  additional  racili- 
ties  which  this  would  afford  to  payments  would 
not  only  bring  back  this  paper  into  the  Treasury, 
hut  large  sums  of  money  with  it.  To  show  the 
effect  of  such  a  policy,  I  need  only  refer  to  a  com- 
parative view  of  the  sales  of  public  lands  during 
the  time  when  the  evidences  of  the  public  dem 
were  receivable  in  payment  for  lanus,  and  the 
mies  ttiat  have  taken  place  since  that  period.  The 
sales  Id  the  year  1803  amounted  to  199,060  acres. 


In  1804  to 373,611    do. 

1805  to 619,236    do. 

During  the  whole  of  this  time  the  public  paper 
was  received  in  -payment.  The  amount  of  sales 
was  increasing  near  one  hundred  per  cent,  yearly, 
and  would  probably  have  continued  to  increase 
in  tbe  same  ratio  to  this  time,  had  the  same  quan- 
tity of  public  debt  been  kept  afioat,  and  had  it 
continued  to  be  received  at  the  land  offices.  But, 
sir,  in  April,  1806,  a  law  was  passed  prohibiting 
the  further  receipt  of  the  public  debt,  m  payment 
for  land,  and  the  consequence  was  that  the  sales 
diminished-^ 

In  1806  to  -        -        ...        -  473,217  acres 

1807  to  -        -        -        -        -  284,180  do. 

1808  to  -        -        ^        -        -  195  579  do. 

1809  to 143,409  do. 

The  sales  thus  retrograding  in  amount  in  about 

the  same  ratio  in  which  they  had  before  advanced, 
and  this  for  no  other  assignable  cause  than  what 
that  law  fbrnishes.  But,  sir.  the  grand  and  all- 
important  operation  bv  whicn  only  yoti  can  make 
extensive  and  effectual  sales  of  tlie  public  lands^ 
is  to  open  the  produce  of  them  to  market,  and  in 
this  way  to  make  them  pay  for  themselves.  Do 
this,  and  not  only  settlers,  but  moneyed  men,  will 
become  purchasers.  There  are  now  thousands, 
and,  I  may  say,  millions  of  dollars,  in  the  North- 
em  States,  ready  to  be  invested  in  lands  on  the 
Lakes,  the  moment  a  value  shall  be  stamped  oh 
them,  by  the  certainty  that  they  will  be  speedily 
opened  to  the  navigation  of  the  Atlantic.  Let 
the  United  States  and  the  State  of  New  York 
undertake  a  canal  from  the  Hudson  to  the  Lakes; 
and,  so  far  from  draining  your  Treasury  by  the 
operation,  it  will  give  you  in  five  years,  I  pledge 
ray  reputation  on  it,  an  overflowing  Treasury. 
There  can  be  no  mistake  about  this  busihess,  sir; 
it  is  a  matter  of  plain  calculation. 

The  Government  of  the  State  of  New  York 
have  long  seen  the  advantages  of  such  a  naviga- 
tion, and  they  have  been  for  several  years  desi- 
rous of  undertaking  this  canal.  They  wait  only 
in  the  expectation  that  the  (General  Government 
will  aid  them  in  this  great  work;  and  this  is  cer- 
tliinly  a  just  and  reasonable  expectation,  inas- 
much as  the  work  would  benefit  the  property  of 
the  United  States  to  a  much  greater  extent  tnaii  , 
that  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  present  lime,  far  from  being  unpropitiou* 
to  the  undertaking  of  this  measure  of  internal  im- 
provement, in  my  opinion,  is  peculiarly  fortunate. 

The  great  commercial  capitals  which  htjve 
been  thrown  out  of  employment  by  the  stagnation 
of  foreign  commerce  are  now  idle,  and  might  be 
engaged  in  these  improvements  by  a  little  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  Government ;  and  if  they 
could  be  so  engaged,  they  would  continue  to  give 
support  to  a  vast  number  of  our  sailors  and  other 
laborers,  who  have  hitherto  been  employed  in 
the  subordinate  occupations  of  commerce,  but 
who  have  also  been  thrown  out  of  employment 
by  the  stagnation  of  that  commerce. 

If  I  had  not  already  drawn  too  largely  upon 
the  time  of  the  House,  I  could  point  out  other 
advantages  resulting  from  this  system  of  imprdve- 
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meat  not  less  important  thao  those  I  ha^e  already 
mentioned.  I  could  show  that  it  would  bring 
into  the  Treasury,  perhaps  some  millions  of  dol- 
lars yearly,  by  the  increase  of  duties  on  imports. 
The  great  additional  quantities  of  produce  which 
would  be  thrown  into  market  through  these  roads 
and  canals,  would  be  exchanged  for  foreign  mer- 
chandise, which  is  subject  to  heavy  duties;  and 
from  which  most  of  our  present  revenues  are  de- 
rived. I  could  show,  also,  the  great  advantages 
which,  in  a  military  point  of  view,  would  result 
from  these  improvements.  If  the  United  States 
were  to  he  engaged  in  a  war,  we  are  equally  vul- 
nerable and  equally  liable  to  be  assailed,  at  half 
a  dozen  different  points,  some  hundreds  and  even 
thousands  of  miles  distant  from  each  other ;  and 
it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  on  any  vigorous 
military  operations,  without  the  aid  of  gooa  roads 
and  canals  to  transport  over  such  distances  the 
immense  quantities  of  arms,  ammunition,  and 
provisions  necessary  to  the  supply  of  a  great 
army.  It  is  sufficient,  however,  that  I  suggest 
these  arguments,  and  they  will  be  properly  appre- 
ciated by  the  House. 

Butj  Mr.  Speaker,  there  is  one  other  point  of 
view,  in  whicn,  although  an  unpleasant  one.  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  present  this  subject  to  the  House: 
and  this  regards  not  only  the  means  of  improving 
that  great  source  of  national  wealthy  the  Public 
Lands,  to  the  best  advantage ;  but  it  mvolves  the 
practicability  of  enjoying  it  at  all.  The  people, 
who  have  purchased  and  settled  on  your  new 
lands,  are  already  your  debtors  to  the  amount  of 
some  millions  of  aollars ;  and  in  as  far  as  they 
are  your  debtors,  they  are  (to  use  i^  phrase  per- 
haps somewhat  too  harsh)  a  species  of  enemy— 
and  we  have  already  seen  to  what  a  formidable 
extent  their  power  and  numbers  are  increasing. 
It  is  far  from  my  intention,  sir,  to  cast  any  inju- 
rious imputations  on  the  character  of  these  settlers. 
On  the  contrary,  I  know  that  they  are  not  to  be 
distinguished  from  the  great  mass  of  the  yeomanry 
of  this  country ;  amon^  whom  is  to  be  found 
most  of  the  real  patriotism,  as  well  as  the  real 
strength  of  the  nation.  It  is  on  them,  that  we 
are  to  depend  for  the  security  and  permanence 
of  our  republican  institutions.  It  is  to  them  that 
this  Government  must  resort  for  protection  and 
support,  in  every  great  and  dangerous  crisis.  I 
say,  sir,  that  I  am  not  about  to  impeach  either 
the  honesty  or  the  patriotism  of  these  settlers ; 
it  is  their  interest  and  their  wish  to  pay  their  debts, 
and  to  discharge  all  their  duties  to  Government 
as  good  and  faithful  citizens.  But  let  me  ask  you, 
sir,  let  me  ask  any  man  of  common  observation, 
who  has  attended  in  the  least  to  the  present  sit- 
uation of  the  Western  country,  how  it  is  possible 
for  those  settlers  to  pay  yon  fifty  or  a  hundred 
millions  of  dollars  in  specie,  wnen  they  have 
no  other  resources  than  in  their  agriculture,  and 
when  the  produce  of  this  affriculture  will  not 
bring  them  money  enoueh  to  buy  their  whiskey ! 
It  is  impossible,  sir,  and  if  you  intend  to  hold 
those  lands,  much  more  if  you  intend  to  make 
them  a  source  of  public  revenue,  you  must  furnish  I 
the  means  of  making  them  productive,  by  opening  | 


them  to  market.    Every  motive  of  interest  and 
policy  unites  in  urging  the  Government  to  under- 
take this  system  of  internal  improvement.    It  is 
a  subject  too  vast  to  be  accomplished  by  indiyid- 
ual  enterprise.    The  means  of  the  citizens  of  the 
Western  country  are  peculiarly  inadequate  to 
such  an   undertaking.     They  cannot  construct 
canals,  for  the  very  obvious  reason  that  they  are 
already  deeply  in  debt  for  their  lands,  and  they 
must  continue  so  until  this  great  work  is  executed 
for  them.    They  will  then  not  only  be  able  to  pay 
you  for  their  lands,  but  they  will  remunerate  yoa 
for  the  expense  of  opening  canals,  by  the  tolls 
which  they  will  be  able  to  pay.    In  the  advanta- 
ges which  these  outlets  for  their  produce  will 
give  them,  and  on  which  their  prosperity  must  so 
essentially  depend,  you  will  have  a  pledge  for  their 
future  attachment  and  fidelity  to  your  Govern- 
ment, and  which  they  will  never  forfeit.    But, 
sir,  if  you  neglect  to  avail  yourselves  of  the  op- 
portunity, which  this  system  affords,  of  securing 
the  affections  of  the  Western  people — if  you  re- 
fuse to  extend  to  them  those  benents  which  their 
situation  so  imperiously  demands,and  which  your 
resources  enable  you,  and  your  duty  enjoins  itoa 
you  to  extend  to  ihem — if,  while  you  are  expend- 
ing millions  yearly  for  the  encouragement  of  com- 
merce, you  affect  Constitutiooal  doubts  as  to  jroar 
right  to  expend  anything  for  the  advancement  of 
agriculture — if  you  can  constitutionally  create 
banks  for  the  accommodation  of  the  merchant,  bat 
cannot  construct  canals  for  the  benefit  of  the  far- 
mer:— If  this  be  the  crooked,  partial,  side-way  pol- 
icy which  is  to  be  pursued,  there  is  great  reason 
to  fear  that  our  Western  brethren  may  soon  accost 
us  in  a  tone  higher  than  that  of  the  Gonstitutioo 
itself.    They  may  remind  us  (as  the  people  of 
this  country  once  did  another  Power,  whicn  w^ 
regardless  of  their  interests)  of  the  rights  with 
which  the  God  of  nature  has  invested  them,  bf 
placing  them  in  the  possession  of  a  Country  which 
they  have  the  physical  power  to  defend:  and 
which  it  is  to  be  feared,  they  would  defend  against 
all  the  tax-gatherers  we  could  send  among  them, 
supported  by  all  the  force  of  the  Atlantic  Sutes. 
It  is  unpleasant,  sir,  to  be  obliged  to  press  cod- 
sideratiqns  of  this  sort  on  the  attention  of  the 
House.    Disagreeable,  however,  as  they  are,  ihej 
are  not  on  that  account  the  less  important,  and 
ought  not  to  be  disregarded.    If  you  would  atuch 
the  affections  of  the  Western  people  to  your  Gov- 
ernment, you  must  attach  them  by  their  interests. 
You  must  appear  among  them,  not  in  the  light 
of  their  creditors  merely,  but  as  their  ^uardiaos, 
their  protectors,  as  the  promoters  of  their  welfare. 
If  you  avoid  all  communication  with  them  except 
what  arises  out  of  your  relations  as  creditors,  and 
go  amonff  them  only  to  collect  their  money,  he 
assured  that  this  is  an  intercourse  which  they  will 
soon  break  off.    You  have  seen  how  effectual  an 
opposition  a  few  settlers  in  the  north  part  of  Peno- 
sylvaniahave  been  able  to  make  to  the  authoritjr 
of  that  great  S.tate ;  and  you  have  seen,  in  a  more 
recent  instance,  the  difficulties  which  a  handful 
of  squatters  have  opposed  to  the  power  of  another 
great  State,  the  State  of  Massachusetts— and  (roia 
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these  examples  you  mav  well  calculate  the  eflfects 
of  an  opposition  from  the  host  of  settlers  who  are 
coTering  your  new  lands.  But  I  have  said  enough 
on  this  subject. 

I  am  under  great  obligation  to  the  House,  for 
the  attention  which  I  have  received  during  the 
long  discussion,  and  I  will  not  trespass  any  further. 
Id  &e  Yarious  aspects  in  which  I  have  presented 
this  system  of  internal  improvement,  I  have  con- 
sidered it  principally  in  reference  to  the  efiecu 
which  it  is  calculated  to  produce  on  the  Western 
country ;  because  in  that  point  of  view  I  consider 
it  not  only  most  important,  but  much  less  under- 
stood. I  nave  not  gone  into  a  particular  exami- 
nation of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  pro- 
posed canals  and  roads  along  the  Atlantic,  not 
because  I  do  not  think  them  important,  but  because 
this  part  of  the  subiect  is  as  well  and  perhaps  bet> 
ter  understood  by  the  members  genersilly  than  by 
mysdf.  For  the  same  reasons  I  have  not  gone 
into  any  minute  calculations  to  show  the  superior 
cheapness  and  safety  of  canal  transportation,  over 
tranmrtation  by  land.  That  point  is  fully  illus- 
trated in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sory,  to  which  I  have  before  alluded.  I  believe, 
however,  I  have  said  enough,  and  more  than 
oiongb,  to  satisfy  the  House  of  the  importance  of 
the  subject,  and  of  the  propriety  of  referring  it  to 
a  committee.  This  great  system,  so  necessary, 
in  my  opinion,  to  the  welfare  of  this  country,  is 
not  a  measure  of  speculative  or  doubtful  utility, 
lu advantages  are  ^reat  and  palpable;  and  the 
aceomplbhment  of  it  is  perfectly  within  the  reach 
of  the  resources  of  the  nation.  I  have  not  been 
indoced  to  bring  forward  this  resolution  by  any 
personal  considerations,  but  I  have  done  it  in  obe- 
dience to  a  great  duty  which  I  owe  to  my  con- 
sdtiients.  So  far  from  beinp;  a  project  confined 
to  mjself^  or  even  to  a  few  individuals,  the  pro- 
postuon,  which  I  now  submit,  carries  with  it  the 
anxious  wishes,  and  the  best  hopes  of  a  large  and 
respectable  portion  of  the  population  of  this  C9un- 
try— and  permit  me  to  hope,  sir,  that  their  expec- 
tations may  not  be  disappointed. 

Mr.  Porter  then  submitted  his  resolution : 

RtBohedj  That  a  committee  be  apj^inted  to  exam- 
ins  into  the  expediency  of  appropristmg  a  part  of  the 
pabhe  kadsy  or  of  the  proceeds  thereof,  to  the  purposes 
of  opening  and  constructing  such  roads  and  canals  as 
may  be  most  condacive  to  the  general  interests  of  the 
Uniofi,  and  that  thej  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise." 

After  some  conversation  on  the  propriety  of 
aothorizing  the  committee  to  report  by  bill,  the 
resolution  was  agreed  to  without  a  division,  and 
a  committee  appointed, consisting  of  twenty  mem- 
bers, viz :  Messrs.  P.  B.  Porter,  Troup,  Taylor, 

KsRAlf,  BURWBLL,   HoWARD,  WbAKLEY,  McKiM, 

Vait  Dyks,  Milnor,  South  abd,  Sturges,  Bacon, 
J.PoRTBR,  Wilson,  Chittenobn,  Morrow,  Poin- 
nsxTBrn,  PoYDRAs,  and  Jennings. 


Fridat,  February  9. 
Ordered^  That  Mr.TALLMADOEbe  excused  from 
icnring  on  the  committee  to  whom  was  recom- 


mitted yesterday  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States;  and  that 
Mr.  MosELET  be  appointed  of  the  said  committee 
in  his  place. 

Mr.  Jennings,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  12th  December,  presented  a  bill  disquali- 
(jins  certain  persons  from  acting  as  members  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Indiana  Territory ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  toa  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An  act 
in  addition  to  the  act  to  regulate  the  laying  out 
and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the  State 
of  Maryland,  to  the  State  of  Ohio,"  was  read  the 
third  time ;  and,  on  the  question  that  the  said  bill 
do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Richard 
Taylor.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  the  further  consideration  thereof  post- 
poned until  Friday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  claims  to  lands 
in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  granted  by  the  Brit- 
ish Government  of  West  Florida.  The  bill  was 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  incorporating  the  Protestant  Church  of  the 
town  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ; 
and  the  same  being  amended,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr. Montgomery  to  postpone  indefinitely  th^ 
bill ;  and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  on  Fridayr  next. 

The  following  letter  was  laid  before  the  House: 

**  Kaloraxa,  February  9,  1810. 

'*  8ia :  Having  published  a  pamphlet  explaining  my 
experience  on  the  practice  and  enedU  of  torpedoes,  I 
beg  leave  to  present  yon,  and  eadi  member  of  the 
Hense  of  Representatives,  one  copy.  Should  die 
House  consider  this  subject  of  sufficient  interest  to 
merit  further  explanation,  I  riudl  be  happy  to  give  a 
lecture  at  such  time  and  place  as  majr  be  most  ooaTe- 
nient,  in  which  I  will  exhibit  the  vanons  modes  of  at^ 
tack  with  torpedoes  and  harpoon  guns,  as  prepared  for 
action,  with  such  models  and  demonstrations  as  wjll 
lead  to  a  clear  understanding  of  the  subject. 

**  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

"ROBERT  FULTON. 

*"  Hon.  Spsakbb  House  of  Reps.** 

Leave  was  given  to  present  the  pamphlets  men- 
tioned in  the  above  letter,  as  requested. 

DRAWBACKS. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  reported  a  bill  to  re- 
strict the  allowance  of  drawback  to  certain  ves- 
sels. 

[This  bill  provides  that  no  drawback  of  duties 
shall  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  imported  into  the  Unitea 

States,  after  —  day  of next,  unless  the 

same  shall  have  been  imported  in  a  ship  or  vessel 
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of  the  United  Slates ;  and  that,  after  the day 

of next,  no  drawback  shall  be  allowed  or 

paid  on  the  exportation  of  any  ^oods,  wares,  or 
merchandise,  unless  the  same  shall  be  exported 
in  a  ship  or  vessel  of  the  United  States,  any  law 
or  laws  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

CONVOY  AND  ARMING. 
Mr.  BuRWELL,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  subject,  reported  a  bill  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  the 
public  armed  vessels,  and  permitting  merchants 
to  arm  for  the  defence  of  the  American  com- 
merce. 

[The  first  section  of  this  bill  provides  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  be  authorized  and  required 
to  employ  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States 
to  convoy  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  and  laden  with  the  produce  of  the  United 
States,  the  property  of  such  citizens,  provided  such 
produce  is  not  contraband  of  war,  and  the  said  vessels 
shall  not  be  bound  to  a  blockaded  port,  or  to  any  port 
or  place  belonging  to  or  in  the  actual  possession  of 
any  nation  having  in  force  orders,  edicts,  or  decrees, 
against  neutral  rights,  in  violation  of  the  law  of  na- 
tions. 

The  second  section  enumerates  articles  which  shall 
be  deemed  contraband  of  war. 

The  third  section  provides  that  no  port  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  blodLaded,  unless  actually  invested  with  a 
sufficient  force  to  render  the  entrance  to  it  dangerous. 
The  fourth  section  provides  that  the  commanders  of 
the  public  armed  vessels  convoying,  according  to  this 
law,  shall  permit  the  public  armed  vessels  of  any  bel- 
ligerent nation  to  visit  and  search  on  the  high  seas  any 
private  ship  or  vessel  under  their  convoy,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  whether  it  be  laden  with  enemy's 
property,  or  articles  by  this  law  declared  contraband  of 
war,  or  whether  it  be  bound  to  a  port  actually  block- 
aded. 

The  ^91^  section  provides  that  the  said  commanders 
■kail  not  permit  any  privateer,  or  other  than  a  na- 
tional armed  vessel,  to  visit  any  vessel  under  their 
convoy. 

The  sixth  section  requires  the  commanders  to  resist, 
by  fMPce,  the  capture  of  any  vessel  under  their  convoy 
fin  any  other  cause  than  having  enemies'  property  or 
avtioles  contraband  of  war  on  board,  or  being  bound  to 
a  port  actually  bkickaded,  and  to  oontinoe  such  resist- 
ance so  long  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  protection  of 
the  vessels  under  their  convoy. 

The^seveath  section  provides  that  vessels  under  con- 
.  voy,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  may  be 
arsied;  that  they  shall  permit  search  in  cases  before 
mentioned ;  but  that  they  shall  resist  any  seardi  by  pri- 
vateers, letters  of  marque,  or  private  armed  vessels. 

The  eighth  section  provides  that  vessels  described  in 
the  preceding  section  shall  resist  capture,  dpc«,  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  commanders  of.  the  vessels  con- 
voying them  are  by  this  bill  authorized  to  do. 

The  ninth  section  requires  of  every  merchant  vessel 
armed  as  aforesaid,  previous  to  obtaining  a  clearance, 
bond  that  its  guns  and  ammunition,  dtc,  shall  not  be 
used  for  any  unlawful  purposes,  but  merely  for  resist- 
ance and  defence  in  the  cases  authorized  and  specified 
in  this  act,  and  that  such  arms  shall  be  returned  within 
the  United  States. 


The  tenth  section  provides  that  vessels  thus  con- 
voyed shall  be  subject  to  the  signals  of  the  commander 
of  the  armed  vessels  convoying,  and  to  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  the  President  may,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act,  establish  for  the  government  of  ^e  convoy. 

The  eleventh  section  limits  the  duration  of  the  bill 
to  a  year,  and  from  thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  Congress  thereafter.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  week. 

EXPORTS  FOR  1800. 
The  following  report  was  received  from  tha 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

TaxAscaT  DapAaTiiairT,  Feb,  7,  1810. 
Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  state- 
ment of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  exported  from 
the  United  States  nominally  during  one  year  prior  to 
the  first  day  of  October,  1809,  but  in  faet  during  the 
six  months  and  a  half  ending  on  thai  daj,  exportetkns 
having  been  prevented  by  the  embargo  till  the  fidaaath 
day  of  March,  1809. 

The  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  of  domestie 
growth,  or  manufocture,  included  in  this  statement,  are 

estimate  at »31,406,708 

And  those  of  foreign  growth  or  manufac- 
ture, a^      20,797,531 


Amounting  together  to       -        -         -  $52,203,233 

The  articles  of  domestic  manufiicture  may  be  ar- 
ranged under  tt\e  following  heads,  viz  : 
Produce  of  the  Sea          -        -        -        -$1,710,000 
Forest     ....    4,688,000 
AgricuUure      -        -         -  28,284000 
Manufactures  •      ^-         -     1,606,000 
Uncertain -       878,000 

$81,406,000 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  summary  of  the  destins- 
tion  of  those  exports,  being  grounded  on  the  clea^ 
ancoB  of  the  vessels,  cannot  be  relied  on  under  existing 
circumstances,  as  showing  with  precinon  their  real 
destination.  Thus,  all  the  vessels  actually  destined  iot 
the  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  which  left  the  United 
States  between  the  19th  of  April  and  the  10th  of  June, 
cleared  for  other  porta,  principally,  it  is  believed,  for 
Sweden. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dtc, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Hon.  Spxakxr  of  the  Ho.  of  Rtps. 

The  report  and  documents  werei  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

NAVIGATION  OF  THE  MOBILE. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 

PUBSIDBNT  OF  THE  UnITBD  StaTBS  : 

To  the  House  of  RepresenttUives  of  the  iMited  States' 
I  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  of  the  Becretery  of 
State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  29d  of 
January.  JANES  MADISON. 

FaaauAaY  0, 1810. 

DxpARTxairr  o»  Statb,  Fe6.  8,  1810* 
The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  President  hsf 
been  pleased  to  refer  the  resolution  of  the  House  ot 
Representatives  of  the  22d  of  last  month,  has  the  honor 
to  state  that  it  appears  from  the  records  in  this  depart- 
ment, that  in  the  years  1801  and  1802,  the  ExKOtive 
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hftd  endeavored  to  obtain,  for  the  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  residing  on  the  waters  of  Tombigbee  and 
Alabama  livers,  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mobile  river 
to  hs  conflaence  with  the  ocean — ^first,  by  claiming  this 
navigation  as  a  natural  right,  sanctioned  by  the  gen- 
eral principles  of  the  law  of  nations  applicable  to  riv- 
en similarly  sitnated ;  and,  secondly,  by  endeavoring 
to  porcfaase  ^e  country  held  by  Spain  on  the  Mobile. 
These  efibrts  were  made  before  it  was  known  that 
8pam  had  ceded  Louisiana  to  France,  and  conse- 
mc»tlT  before  the  purchase  of  that  province  by  the 
United  9tatee.  Bines  diat  purchase,  the  country  held 
by  Spain  on  the  Mobile  has  been  daioied  as  being  in- 
duded  therein. 

The  Spanish  Government,  having  objected  to  this 
dum  in  a  manner  which  justified  a  belief  that  the 
question  would  not  be  soon  decided,  our  Minister  at 
Madrid  w%m  instructed  again  to  claim  the  free  naviga- 
tion of  the  Mobile  under  the  general  principles  of  the 
law  of  nations,  and  to  represent  to  His  Catholic  Ma- 
jesty the  profmety  and  necessity  of  giving  orders  to  his 
oflbeers  not  to  interrupt  the  free  communication  with 
OUT  Terrttories  through  tiie  waters  of  the  Mobile. 

In  ad£tion  to  what  has  been  done  through  this  de- 
psitment,  it  appears  that  the  Governor  of  the  Orleans 
ToiilMy,  and  other  officers  of  the  United  States,  have 
sodeavmed  to  induce  the  Spanish  authorities  on  the 
MefaHe  to  abetain  from  exacting  duties  on  the  passage 
of  our  merchandise  or  produce  up  or  down  that  river. 
Notwithstanding,  however,  everything  which  has  been 
done,  it  is  understood  that  these  authorities  have  con- 
tinoed  to  exact  (with  some  occasional  relaxations)  a 
duty  of  twelve  per  cent.  <*  on  all  articles  of  the  growth 
or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  which  are  con- 
veyed through  said  river  to  and  from  the  city  of  New 
Orieans.** 
AH  which  is  respectlully  submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 


Monday,  February  12. 

Mr.  FiSK,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  providing  for  the  third  cen- 
sus, or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  reported  the  bill  with  several  amend- 
meats;  .which  were  read,  and,  together  with  the 
bill,  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to-morrow. 

Mr.  Wbbaton  presented  a  petition  of  Deborah 
Gannett,  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  stating 
that  she  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  Massachusetts 
line  of  the  Revolutionary  army,  by  the  name  of 
Robert  Shirtliff;  and  that,  in  the  course  of  the 
said  service,  she  received  several  wounds,  in  con- 
sequence  of  which,  she  was,  in  the  year  1803, 
placed  00  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States; 
and  praying  that  her  said  pension  may  commence 
from  her  discharge  from  the  army, in  the  year  1783. 
— Referred  to  the  committee  appointed,  on  the 
26th  ultimo,  on  the  petition  of  Thomas  Campbell. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennes- 
see, that  the  House  do  come  to  the  following  res- 
ototion : 

Be9ohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Stotes 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
•tatement  of  the  particular  sums  of  money  which,  from 
time  to  time,  since  the  commencement  of  the  Govern- 
ment, have  been  appropriated  and  expended  for  the 


purpose  of  fortifying  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  of  any  of  the  Territories  thereof. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — 41  to  39. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  authorizing  the  discharge  of  William  Haw- 
kins from  imprisonment,"  with  amendments ;  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

TORPEDOES. 

Mr.  Dawson.— On  hearing  the  Journal  read, 
I  find  that  on  last  Fridaya  letter  was  received  by 
the  Speaker  from  Mr.  Fulton.  What  merit  is 
due  to  his  invention  I  will  not  pretend  to  say; 
but  I  know  Mr.  Fulton  to  be  a  man  of  science  and 
successful  experiment ;  of  which  lie  h^s  given 
proofs,  both  in  Europe  and  this  country.  It  seems 
to  me  that  some  attention  ought  to  be  paid  to  his 
communication.  I  therefore  move  you  that  his 
letter  be  referred  to  a^  select  committee. 

Mr.  Dawson's  motion  was  agreed  to,  i^nd  a  com- 
msttee  appointed,  consisting  of  Messrs.  Dawson, 
Taylor,  and  Bacon. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  this  subject — ayes  90. 

Mr.  Love  spoke  at  great  length  in  support  of 
the  proposition  submitted  by  him  a  few  days  ago ; 
and  Mr.  Shefpey  also  replied  at  great  length. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 


Tuesday,  February  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  four  western  counties  of 
Pennsylvania ;  and  that  the  said  petition  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  War,  to  examine  the 
matter  thereof,  and  report  the  same,  with  his  opin- 
ion thereon,  to  the  House* 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '^  An  act 
authorizing  the  discharge  of  William  Hawkins 
from  his  imprisonment;  and  the  same  beiog  read, 
were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

THE  THIRD  CENSUS. 
The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  taking  the  third  census 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States.  Various 
amendments  were  made  to  the  allowances  to  mar- 
shals, dbe.  Considerable  debate,  of  little  interest, 
took  place  on  the  various  motions ;  and  the  Com- 
mittee rose,  and  reported  the  bill,  and  the  House 
adjourned  at  3  o'clock. 


Wbdnbsday,  February  14. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Peter  Audrain ;  - 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
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that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  application 
shall  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  land  at  the  sev- 
eral land  offices,  and  for  the  relief  of  Joab  Qarret ; 
with  several  amendments ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

TORPEDOES. 

Mr.  Dawson  made  the  following  report : 

The  committee  to  ndiom  was  referred  a  letter  from 
Robert  Fulton  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, dated  on  the  9th  instant,  beg  leave  to  report, 
in  part,  that  at  their  request  Mr.  Fulton  attended  the 
committee  on  this  morning,  and  explained  to  them  his 
▼lews  of  the  uses  and  effects  of  torpedoes,  on  which 
the  committee  forbear  to  give  an  opinion,  and  offer  the 
following  resolution : 

Reaolvedt  That,  when  the  House  shall  adjourn  on 
Friday  neit,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on  Monday ;  and 
that  Mr.  Fulton  have  the  use  of  this  Hall  on  Saturday, 
for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  torpedoes  and  deliv- 
ering a  lecture  on  their  practice  and  utility. 

Mr.  Rhea  moved  to  recommit  the  report  to  the 
committee  who  reported  iL  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
inga  report  on  the  merits orit. — Motion  negatived. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  called  for  a  division  of  the  res- 
olution reported  by  the  committee,  so  as  to  take 
a  question  separately  on  the  words,  ^^Retolved^ 
That,  when  the  House  shall  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Monday." 

The  question  on  this  part  of  the  resolution  was 
decided  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  90  nays  29,  as 
follows : 

YxAS — Willis  Alston,  ir.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  fiassett,  WUliam  W. 
V  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  C.  Chamber- 
lain, William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb»  Orchard  Cook,  Jas.  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Ridiard  Cutts,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  William  Findley,  Jona- 
than Fisk,  Meahack  Franklin.  Baizillai  Gannett,  Gid- 
eon Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gbolson,  jr., 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WUliam  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  William  Hekns,  James  Holland, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson, 
junior,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William 
Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Ed- 
ward St  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyie,  Robert  Mar- 
ion, Ardiibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
McKim,  Pleasant*  M.  MiUer,  WUliam  MUnor,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson*  John 
Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Matthias  Richards^  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John 
Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  Adam  Seylwrt,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabes 
Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Robert  Weakly,  Eie- 
kiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Kats — Daniel  filaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Campbell,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  Barent  Garde- 
nier,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  Howard, 


Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford,  Wil- 
liam Stedman,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  and  Laban  Wbeaton. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  remainder 
of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Livermore  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  indennltely. 

A  desultory  debate  took  place  on  tbese  various 
questions.  It  was  said  that  the  Hall  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  was  exclusively  appropriated 
to  Legislative  purposes,  and  that,  at  ttiis  time,  to 
appropriate  it  to  the  purpose  of  experimental  lec- 
tures, would  afford  a  precedent  which  would  be  in- 
jurious; that  such  a  measure,  if  admissible  at  all, 
should  not  be  taken  unless  the  House  were  con- 
vinced of  the  practicability  of  the  system  proposed 
to  be  illustrated,  because  it  would  hold  out  the 
idea  that  the  House  of  Representatives  had  sanc- 
tioned it.  It  was  also  said  that  this  system  could 
quite  as  conveniently  be  illustrated  in  one  of  the 
other  apartments  of  the  Capitol,  without  spread- 
ing on  the  Journals  a  formal  record  allowing  Mr. 
Fulton  the  use  of  this  House.  In  reply,  it  wu 
said,  that  this  was  an  invention  which  promised 
to  be  of  great  public  utility,  and  it  was  but  rea- 
sonable, as  the  inventor  was  known  to  be  a  sci- 
entific man,  that  he  should  have  an  opportunity 
of  demonstrating  its  efficacy,  when  he  has  offered 
his  services  for  that  purpose.  If  it  succeeded,  it 
might  be  a  saving  of  many  millions  to  the  United 
States;  and  if  it  failed,  the  House  would,  by  pay- 
ing attention  to  it,  have  shown  their  disposition 
to  encourage  science.  The  argument  against  the 
report  of  the  committee,  that  this  Hall  was  exclu- 
sively devoted  to  legislation,  it  was  said,  would 
operate  with  equal  force  against  permitting  Divine 
service  to  be  performed  there  on  Sundays. 

Before  any  question  was  taken  on  the  latter 
clause  of  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  House 
adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  15. 
TORPEDOES. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burwell,  that  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday  do  lie  on  the  table; 
and  the  question  bein^^  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negatived 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  said  unfinished  business,  and  the  question  re- 
curring on  the  motion  to  postpoUe  indefinitely  the 
further  consideration  of  the  second  member  of  the 
resolution,  Mr.  Speaker  decided  that  the  said  mo- 
tion to  postpone  indefinitely  was,  at  the  time  the 
same  was  under  consideration,  out  of  order. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Ross,  to  amepd 
the  said  resolution  by  striking  out  the  words,  deliv- 
ering a  lecture  an,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  the 
word  exj^ining.  And  the  question  being  taken 
thereon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  concurring 
in  the  second  and  last  member  of  the  said  resow- 
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turn,  and  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  55^ 
nays  61,  as  fctlows : 

Tkas — WilliB  Alston,  jr^  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kid  Baeon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph'^Oalhoun,  John 
doptooy  Howell  Cobb,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Richard  Cutis,  John  Dawson,  William 
Findley,  Barnllai  Gannett,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gbolaon,  jr^  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Hofty,  RMbard  M.  Johtfson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle»  Robert  Marion,  Alexander  McKim,  Wil- 
fiam  Milaor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomat  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
Jobs  Poftcr,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvavia,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards^ John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John  Roes,  Ebeneaer 
Stfs^  Leaoel  Sawyer,  Adam  8eybert»  Samuel  Shaw, 
Dsanis  SmeH,  JoMn  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Hemy  Soathard,  George  M.  Troupe  Charles  Turner, 
junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Witberapoon. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  William 
A.  BuTwell,  William  Butler,  John  Campbell,  John  C. 
Ctiamberlain«  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
mon,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  Joseph  Desha,  Wfliiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jon- 
athan Fisk,  Barent  Gardenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  Tho- 
mas R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard 
Jackson,  jr^  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  I%ilip 
B.Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Edwanl  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Nathi  Maeon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde, 
Jecemiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gordon  S. 
Maaifi>fd,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  TimoUiy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Peter  B.  Porto-,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thomas  Sammons,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
Kidiard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Storges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  IJri  Tra<^  Jabez  Up- 
ham,NiclMHas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian 
K-Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whit- 
man, and  James  Wilson. 

On  motioo  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  question  was  then 
stated  00  coocarring  in  the  first  and  second  mem- 
bers of  the  aaid  resolution ;  when  Mr.  Speaker 
deeided  that,  a  question  being  divided,  one  part 
affirmed  and  the  other  rejected,  a  question  cannot 
be  pat  upon  the  whole  of  the  resdotion  as  origin- 
al! j  proposed.  From  whieh  decision  of  the  Chair, 
an  •pp^  waa  made  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Troop, 
and  Mittf  seconded,  the  question  was  taken,  '^  Is 
the  decisioQ  of  the  Chair  correct?"  and  resolved 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  78,  nays  21,  as  follows : 

T&aa — ^Lemnel  J.  Alston,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  BnrweU 
BeaseCt,  Daiuel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
earid^e,  John  Brown,  John  C.  Chamberlaia,  William 
Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, John  Clopton,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  8am- 
ael  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Emott,  William 
Fmdley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshaok  Franklin,  Barexrt 
Gardenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Peter- 
am  Goodvryn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Na- 
tffcaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  William 
Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Bobert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent 
Matthewt,  Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
WiBlam  MUnor,  John  Montgomeiy ,  Nidiolas  R.  Moore, 
lUbC0H.2dSx88. — 45 


Thomas  Moore,  Jerem'h  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Gurdon  8.  Mnmford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  New- 
ton, Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  John  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  • 
Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Matthias  Richards,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Daniel  ShefTey,  Dennis  Bmelt,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel 
Taggart,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Jabez  Upham, 
NichoUis  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Robert  Whitehill,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and 
James  Wilson. 

Nats— WilUs  Alston,  jr^  WiUiam  Anderson,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  * 
Cobb,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Sam.  McKee, 
John  Nicholson,  John  Roane,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Samuel 
Shaw,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert 
Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Upham,  that  the 
House  do  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  upon 
the  first  member  of  the  resolution  under  consid- 
ation. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gabobnibr^ 
to  put  the  question  on  the  resolution,  as  amended. 

Mr.  Speaker  decided  that  the  motion  of  Mr» 
Gardenier  was  not  in  order,  as  the  question  mast 
be  first  taken  on  the  motion  first  made. 

From  which  decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal 
was  made  to  the  House,  and  being  seconded,  the 
question  was  taken ,  ^'  Is  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
correct?'  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  reconsider  their 
vote  of  yesterday  upon  the  first  member  of  the  res- 
olution, and  determined  in  the  nec^ative. 

The  question  was  then  stated  from  the  Chair, 
that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  said  resolution, 
amended  to  read  in  the  following  words: 

Reaohedf  That,  when  this  House  shall  adjourn  on 
Friday  next,  it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on  Mondiay. 

A  question  was  raised  by  Mr.  Shefpey,  whe- 
ther it  was  in  order  to  put  the  question  upon  the 
resolution  so  amended. 

Mr.  Spbaker  decided  that  it  was  in  order  to  put 
the  question  on  the  resolution  so  amended. 

From  which  decision  of  the  Chair  an  appeal 
was  made  to  the  House,  and  being  seconded,  the 
question  was  stated,  ''  Is  the  decision  of  the  Chair 
correct?"  and  debate  arising  thereon,  an  adjourn* 
tient  was  called  for,  and  carried. 

Friday,  February  16. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Li  verm  orb,  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn.  And  the  question 
being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  neg- 
ative— yeas  5,  nays  55. 

The  unfinishea  business  of  yesterday  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table,  48  to  43. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Love, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inqatre  what  alterations,  if  any,  are  necessary  in 
the  law  passed  January  twenty-first,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ei^bt,  entitled  *^  An  act  for  the 
relief  of  Olfver  Evans." 

Mr.  Lovfi,  Mr.  John  Porter,  Mr.  Matthews, 
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Mr.  Ely,  and  Mr.  Cochran,  were  appointed  a 
committe'e,  pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

The  bill  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal Church  in  the  town  of  Alexandria  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  bill  indefinitely.  The  House 
being  equally  divided  on  this  question.  49  to  49. 
the  Speaker  decided  it  in  the  negative.' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gardenier,  it  was  post- 
poned till  the  Ist  Monday  in  March,  57  to  49. 

MRS.  HAMILTON'S  CLAIM. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton, 
widow  of  Alexander  Hamilton,  praying  for  the 
compensation  due  to  her  deceased  husband. 

[This  report  is  one  of  the  class  of  those  favora- 
ble to  the  prayers  of  the  petitioners  on  grounds 
of  equity,  but  declaring,  because  they  are  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations,  that  they,  therefore, 
ought  not  to  be  granted.] 

The  resolution  reported  by  the  Committee  of 
Claims  is  as  follows : 

**  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted." 

The  report  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Mont- 
gomery, Varnum,  Helms,  and  Bacon,  on  the 
ground  that  the  late  General  Hamilton  had  no 
claim  on  the  Government  under  the  resolutions 
of  (he  Old  Congress ;  because  he  was,  on  the  25th 
of  November,  1782,  a  delegate  in  Congress,  and, 
by  the  6th  article  of  the  Confederation,  incapable 
of  holding,  at  the  same  time,  a  military  commis- 
sion. He  was,  in  that  Congress,  a  member  (if 
not  the  chairman)  of  the  committee  which  re- 
ported the  resolutions  under  which  his  heirs  are 
now  said  to  be  entitled  to  compensation.  Had 
DO  statute  of  limitations  ever  been  passed,  there- 
fore, it  was  said  that  General  Hamilton  or  his 
heirs  had  no  claim  on  the  Government;  because, 
in  accepting  a  seat  in  Congress,  he  had  virtually 
resigned  his  commission  l^fore  the  close  of  the 
war.  The  case  might  be  a  hard  one;  but  there 
were  hundreds  of  cases  at  least  equally  so,  and 
cases  too  in  which  the  sufferers  had  not,  as  Gen- 
eral Hamilton  had.  subsequently  enjoyed  lucra- 
tive employments  by  the  favor  of  his  country.  It 
was  said  that  Congress  ought  to  be  just  before 
they  were  generous.  Before  they  granted  a  claim 
of  this  doubtful  character,  influenced  by  the 
character  or  standing  of  the  individual,  they 
should  relieve  the  impoverished  Old  soldiers  who 
daily  begged  of  them  for  a  pittance  of  bread, 
whose  claims  were  equally  just  and  whose  ne- 
cessities were  much  more  pressing. 

Mr.  Boyd  spoke  in  favor  of  the  report  of  the 
committee.  Either  the  statute  of  limitations 
was  just  or  it  was  unjust.  If  unjust,  it  ought  to 
be  repealed ;  if  just.  Congress  ought  to  be  careful 
how  they  made  exceptions  in  favor  of  particular 
claims. 

Messrs.  Johnson,  Gholson,  Dawson,  Shbf- 
PEY,  Gold,  Key,  Pitkin,  and  Gardenier,  opposed 
the  report  of  the  committee.    It  was  said  that 


General  Hamilton's  having  received  a  brevet 
commission  at  the  close  of  the  war  ^as  evidence 
of  his  having  been  considered  in  service  until  the 
end  of  the  war;  for  unless  he  had,  such  a  com- 
mission could  not  have  been  issued  to  him.  Bat 
a  short  time  before  the  peace,  he  was  seen  at  the 
head  of  his  regiment  gallantly  storming  a  redoubt 
at  the  siege  of  York,  and  contributed  not  a  little 
to  the  capture  of  Cornwallis  and  his  army.  By 
accepting  a  seat  in  Congress  he  did  not  resien 
his  commission,  but  held  himself  liable  to  be 
called  into  service  at  any  time,  if  necessary.  But 
if  he  had,  from  the  best  of  motives,  accepted  a 
seat  in  Congress,  and  thereby  resigned  his  com- 
mission, it  was  said  that  his  heirs  ought  not, 
therefore,  to  be  deprived  of  the  compensation 
equitably  due  to  him.  Congress  had  extended 
the  hand  of  relief  to  the  daughters  of  Count  de 
Grasse,  who  had  no  shadow  of  a  le^l  claim ;  but 
their  father  had  assisted  by  sea,  as  General  Ham- 
ilton did  on  the  land,  at  the  capture  of  Cornwal- 
lis ;  they  were  in  this  country  in  distress,  and 
Congress  had  relieved  them.  Should  the  same 
relief  be  denied  to  the  representatives  of  a  citizen 
who  had  served  during  the  war,  and  whose  legal 
claim,  if  barred  at  all,  (except  by  the  statute  of 
limitations,)  was  only  barred  by  his  zeal  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  which  prompted  him  to 
accept  a  seat  in  Congress  1  The  statute  of  limi- 
tations, it  was  said,  was  never  intended  to  bar 
Congress  from  discharging  a  just  claim,  but 
merely  to  prevent  the  accounting  officers  of  the 
Treasury  Irom  allowing  all  the  old,  and  perhaps, 
fraudulent  claims  which  might  have  been  pressed 
upon  them.  Every  gentleman  who  spoke,  dwelt 
upon  the  obduracy  of  heart  and  injustice,  as  it 
was  termed,  which  could  refuse  to  the  claim  of 
the  war-worn  soldier,  the  compensation  due  to 
him  for  his  assistance  in  achieving  the  liberties 
of  his  country. 

Before  the  question  was  taken  on  the  report, 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtaii>- 
ed  leave  to  sit  again.         * 

And  the  House  adjourned  to  Monday. 


Monday,  February  19. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  President's  Message,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  as  relates  to  a  remis- 
sion of  penalties  involuntarily  incurred  by  in- 
fractions of  the  laws  prohibiting  commcrcitl 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  France,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  remit  certain  fines,  pennlties,  and 
forfeitures ;  which  was  read  twice  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday 
next. 

Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment 
from  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  reported 
several  amendments  thereto;  which  were  read, 
and,  together  with  the  bill,  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  ^^^ /^H*^ 
that  the  Senate  have. passed  a  bill,  entitled    An 
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act  to  rerive  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  refugees  from  the  British  Provinces 
of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," with  several  amendments;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

BAUK  OP  THE  UIOTED  STATES. 
Mr.MoNTOOMERT,  from  the  committee  appoint' 
ed,  on  the  twenty-ninth  ultimo,  on  the  memorial 
of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  made  a  report  thereon ;  which  was  read, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to- 
morrow.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  in  proceeding  to  the  consideration  of  the  said 
p«dtiant  your  committee  instm^ed  their  chairman  to 
addiev  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  re- 
^nesting  bim  to  furnish  snch  information  or  observa- 
tiona  as  he  might  think  proper,  in  relation  to  the  sob- 
jed-matler  thereof,  as  connected  with  the  financial  and 
commercial  interests  of  the  United  States.  In  reply 
to  which,  ^e  Secretaiy,  by  his  letter  to  the  chairman, 
lefoned  your  committee  to  his  former  report  on  the  said 
snkgect,  made  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  in 
obedience  to  the  order  of  that  House. 

Tour  committee  have  been  attended  by  agents  of 
the  petitioners,  who,  in  addition  to  the  matters  con- 
tained in  the  petition,  have  suggested  to  your  com- 
mittee that  the  object  of  the  petitioners  was  to  obtain 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  in  its  present  form ;  that, 
for  this  renewal,  the  bank  is  willing  to  make  compen- 
sation, either  by  loans,  at  a  rate  of  interest,  or  by  a^ 
som  of  money  to  be  agreed  upon,  or  by  an  increase 
of  the  capital  stock,  by  a  number  of  shares  to  be  taken 
and  subscribed  for  by  the  United  States,  to  an  amount 
adequate  to  the  compensation  to  be  agreed  upon  for 
sa^renewaL 

These  agents  also  suggested,  that  they  were  fully 
antboriied  and  empowered  to  offer  and  conclude  the 
teims,  ^ecifically  connected  with  these  propositions. 

Tour  committee,  not  feeling  themselves  authorized 
to  enter  into  such  terms,  and  judging  that  the  extent 
of  those  propositions  would  better  apply  to  the  details 
of  a  bill,  thflun  to  the  adoption  of  a  principle  to  be  first 
settled  by  the  House,  have,  therefore,  forborne  to  in- 
quire into  the  extent  of  the  propositions,  and,  without 
expressing  an  approbation  or  rejection  of  these  offers, 
or  giving  an  opinion  as  to  the  plan  and  reasoning  of 
ttie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  your  committee,  in  order 
that  the  opinion  of  the  House  on  this  great  national 
question  may  be  declared  previous  to  entering  into  the 
details  connected  with  the  subject,  recommend  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Raohti,  That  it  is  proper  to  make  provision  for 
eontinuiBg  Ae  establishment  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  with  ofiioes  of  discount  and  deposite,  under 
the  regulations  necessary  for  the  beneficial  administra- 
tion of  the  national  finances,  during  such  time«  and  on 
such  conditions,  as  may  be  defined  by  law. 

MILITIA,  VOLUNTEERS,  Ac. 
Mr.  Clay,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
recommitted  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  reported  the 
same  with  amendments.  TThese  amendments 
authorize  the  acceptance  of  volunteers,  who  are 
to  sign  articles,  ^c,  to  be  exercised  at  certain 
times,  nearly  as  provided  in  the  bill  now  before 
the  Senate  *'  auihorizinff  the  President  to  engage 
for  a  short  period  in  the  service  of  the  United 


States  a  corps  of  volunteers."]    Twice  read  and 
committed. 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  TREASURY. 
Mr.  Gardenibr  rose  and  observed,  that  in  the 
present  exhausted  state  of  the  Treasury,  and  with 
the  utter  hopelessness  of  its  being  speedily  re- 
plenished, at  least  by  any. means  visible  to  man, 
It  was  very  natural  that  the  public  should  be  ex- 
tremely sensible  to  any  attacks  made  on  the  honor 
or  integrity  of  the  officer  who  was  at  the  head  of 
that  department.  I  have  myself  (said  Mr.  O.) 
been  subjected  to  sensations  extremdy  unpleas- 
ant, in  consequence  of  allegations  which  I  see 
advanced  agamst  not  only  the  capacity  but  the 
integrity  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  I  do 
not  know  that  I  should  have  attached  to  them  so 
much  of  importance  myself,  were  they  not  ac- 
companied by  circumstances  calculated  to  give 
them  greater  force.  It  is  of  the  first  importance 
to  the  public  mind  that  the  purity  of  their  officers 
should  be  unquestioned.  Therefore,  in  my  opin- 
ion, it  is  the  duty  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
people  to  investigate  charges  made  against  them, 
no  matter  in  what  manner  or  by  whom.  I  have 
been  induced  to  make  these  remarks  by  a  publi- 
cation which  is  now,  I  perceive,  running  the  cir- 
cuit of  the  newspapers,  making  the  most  serious, 
and,  if  true,  the  most  condemning  charges  against 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  For  the  infor- 
mation of  the  House  I  will  read  an  extract  from 
a  piece  (under  the  signature  of  ^  Camillus")  pub- 
lished originally  in  the  Virginia  Argta — 

"  At  a  time  like  the  present,  when  the  Kingdoms  <^ 
Europe  appear  to  have  conspired  to  do  us  wrong,  it 
was  naturally  to  have  been  expected  that  the  boasted 
talents  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  have 
produced  a  system  of  finance  commensurate  to  the 
occasion.  The  report  which  he  has  made  is  prob- 
ably the  performance  of  one  of  his  clerks,  and  the 
public  are  yet  to  be  astonished,  perhaps,  with  some- 
thing more  praiseworthy  from  the  firuitftil  invention 
of  the  honorable  Secretary.  I  am  loth  to  suspect 
lus  capacity ;  but  if  he  does  not  speedi^  produce  some 
respectable  evidence  of  his  abili^,  his  talents  or  his 
integrity  will  undoubtedly  be  questioned.  It  must  be 
confessed  that  his  official  estimate,  during  the  embargo 
and  now,  give  great  scope  for  the  impeachment  of  his 
intellectual  vigor,  and  the  sudden  growth  of  his  private 
fortune  is  unfavorable  to  the  supposition  that  he  is  the 
most  disinterested  of  Ministers.  When  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  firom  a  yearly  salary  of  four  or  five 
thousand,  amasses  in  the  short  compass  of  eight  years 
the  enormous  fortune  of  two  hundred  thousand  dol- 
Inrs,  we  are  authorized  to  inquire  how  he  has  effected 
it  1  If  this  were  a  government  of  England,  and  Mr. 
Gallatin  a  Lord  Melville,  there  would  be  no  difficulty 
in  accounting  for  the  circumstance ;  but  it  would  be 
too  hasty  a  determination  to  decide,  without  flirther 
investigation,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  had  made  use  of  the 
opportunities  which  his  station  afibrds,  to  speculate  in 
the  funds  for  his  individual  benefit ;  or,  that  he  availed 
himself  of  the  same  opportunities  to  become  the  pro- 
prietor of  lands  which  have  been  sacrificed  by  the  art- 
ful representations  of  the  man  wUo  purchased  firom 
the  public  If  the  honorable  Secretary  has  lecently 
transmitted  the  interest  of  the  Dutch  loan  to  HoUand 
in  specie,  we  may  be  assured  he  has  his  reasons  for  it  i 
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•nd  it  will  require  all  your  ingenut^,  sir^  to  demon 
•trmte  that  Albert  Gallatin,  who  has  drained  the  oonn- 
txj  of  hard  dollars  to  pay  them  into  this  hands  of  one 
of  the  Bonapartea,  would  have  been  a  proper  charac- 
ter to  fill  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  which 
he  aspired !  I  am  not  fearful  of  contradiction  when  I 
affirm  that  he  did  this  act  contrary  to  the  inclinations 
of  the  President.'' 

This  publicatiOQ  may  be  considered  as  making 
three  specific  charges :  1st.  That  this  officer  has 
made  use  of  the  public  funds,  while  at  his  dispo^ 
sal)  for  the  purpose  of  private  speculation;  2d, 
Thiat  by  artful  contrivances  he  has  procured  sales 
to  be  made  of  the  public  lands  for  the  purpose  of 
possessing  himself  of  them ;  and,  3d,  That,  con- 
trary to  the  manifest  wishes  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  he  has  endeavored  to  drain  the 
country  uf  specie  for  the  purpose  of  placing  it  in 
the  hands  of  one  of  th^  Bonapartes.  They  are 
serious  charges,  whatever  may  be  the  source  of 
them,  and  it  isproper  that  they  should  be  inves- 
tigated, that,  if^  true^  the  officer  implicated  may 
be  punished ;  and,  if  false,  that  his  innocence 
may  be  put  beyond  doubt.  In  proposing  this  in- 
vestigation I  wish  it  to  be  understood,  that  I  am 
not  inclined  to  believe  these  charges.  I  can  nei- 
ther believe  nor  disbelieve,  for  I  have  no  ground 
for  either.  It  is  sufficient  to  induce  me  to  make 
an  investigation,  that  the  charges  are  publicly 
made.  If  this  would  be  my  opinion  in  ordinary 
cases,  I  am  more  strongly  induced  to  demand  the 
present  investiffi^tion,  because,  hearing,  as  all  do, 
the  voice  of  piiblic  rumor,  I  have  heard  (and  so 
frequently  as  to.  induce  me  to  say  that  the  report 
is  current  through  the  nation)  that  the  publica- 
tion.from  which  I  have  read  an  extract,  hac|  its 
origin  in  the  Department  of  St^te,  and  that  it 
cpmes  to  the  wprld  .with  the  knowledge  of  the 
hf^.of  that  departo^nu  I  do  not  say  that  such 
is  the  fact ;  I  .merely  state  that  such  a  rumor  is 
afloai,  and  will  spread  through  the  nation.  And 
the  source  to  which  the  publication  is  ascribed 
will  tend  to  plaeo  the  reputation  of  this  high 
ofieor  before  the  nation  in  such  a  light  that,  if 
inoocent,  great  injustice  will  be  done  to  him.  I 
hope,  therefore,  an  investigation  will  be  made  to 
aseeruin  the  truth.  I  enter  into  the  inquiry  with 
no  preiudice  against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. If  I  have  any  particular  impression,  as  I 
would  suppose  every  man  innocent  until  I  found 
him  guilty,  I  am  under  the  opinion  that  the 
charges  are  not  well  founded*  Yet,  though  this 
is  my  impression,  1  must  confess  that  I  cannot 
bear  to  have  these  charges  circulating  in  this 
Wfty,  and  not  desire  an  investigation  in  some 
way  which  shall  support  their  truth  or  prove 
thi^m  baaelesa  calumnies.  With  this  view  I  have 
preiMEed  several  resolutions,  which  I  submit  to 
the  House : 

**  Mn^hed,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quhre  generally  into  the  oflkial  conduct  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  particularly  whether  the 
•aid  Secretary  has  at  any  time,  and  when,  and  in  what 
manner,  and  to  what  amount,  speculated  in  the  public 


«  And  whether  the  said  SecreUry  has  become  pro- 


prietor of  any,  and  what  tracts  of  land  sold  by  the 
United  States,  and  if  so^  how  the  sales  thereof  have 
been  conducted. 

**  And,  also,  in  what  manner  remittances  either  of 
principal  or  interest  of  fov^gn^  debt  have  been  made, 
and  whether  in  any,  and  what  cases,  contrary  to  the 
wishes  of  the  President,  as  to  the  amount  or  meaner. 

"  And  that  the  said  committee  have  power  to  sead 
for  persons  and  papers," 

Mr.  G.  said,  as  h^  did  not  wish  to  take  the 
House  by  surprise,  he  would  not  now  ask  the 
consideration  of  the  resolutions. 

IVfr.  McEiM  moved  that  the  House  now  con- 
sider them. 

The  motion  for  now  taking  thea  up,  was  agveed 
to  by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  BoRWELL  said  he  was  confident,  from  the 
evidence  which  presented  itself  on  the  very  face 
of  the  paper  which  had  been  quoted,  that  nothing 
could  be  more  groundless  than  the  charges  insin- 
uated against  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 
How  was  it  possible  that  he  could  speculate  on 
the  public  lands,  the  prices  of  which  are  fired  by 
law,  and  the  patents  for  which  pass  through  sev- 
eral offices  ?  It  was  utterly  impossible  that  he 
could  defraud  the  United  States  of  an  acre.  As 
to  the  accumulation  of  a  fortune  of  $200,000.  in 
what  way  could  he  have  done  it  by  the  aid  of 
public  funds  ?  Are  there  not,  said  Mr.  B.,  annqal 
reports  from  the  Treasury  Department,  open  to 
Ae  inspection  of  this  House?  Everv invesliga^ 
tion  made  has  proved  him  incorruptible  and  hon- 
est. As  to  the  specie  sent  to  Holland,  it  is  well 
known  that  the  interest  and  some  part  of  the 
principal  of  the  Dutch  debt  annually  becomes 
due;  and  since  commerce  has  been  suspended 
there  have  been  no  effects  of  our  merchants  there  $ 
and  it  has  been  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  pur- 
chase bills  on  that  country.  The  fact  is  notori- 
ous. HoW;  then,  was  the  public  debt  to  be  paid  ? 
If  bills  could  not  be  purchased,  specie  must  be 
sent.  The  money  became  due,  and,  if  we  would 
preserve  inviolate  our  faith  as  every  nation  ought, 
we  must  send  specie  there.  One  remark  was 
dropped  by  the  gentleman  from  New  York  which, 
I  confess,  appeared  to  me  verv  singular.  He  said 
that  a  runaor  bad  gone  abroad  thgt  this  statement 
derived  authenticity  from  the  sanction  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.  Is  it  posaible,  sir,  to  suppose 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  would. so  far.d€«eettd| 
that  he  would  degrade  himself  by  circulating)  in 
a  private  and  anderhand  manner,  shiader  against 
a  man  who  acted  with  him  in  office  ?  Whatever 
he  might  at  any  time  have  felt,  he  could  not  \0ad 
his  sanction  to  a  private  masked  attack  on  any 
man's  character.  It  is  utterly  impossible  that  any 
officer  of  the  United  States  coiild  so  far  forget 
every  claim  he  had  to  his  own  respect  as  to  de- 
scend to  such  conduct.  If  the  House  were  to 
adopt  paragraphs  from  the  public  prints,  and  ru- 
mors of  the  day,  as  grounds  for  charges  against 
any  officers  of  the  (Government,  how  many  mem 
of  eminence  would  you  find  whose  characters 
have  not  through  these  vehicles  been  impeached  t 
Have  not  our  papers  sunk  to  that  degrading  state 
that  they  charge  the  most  incorruptible  men  with 
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fViodalent  speeolatiODs  ?  I  could  potnt  out  nu- 
merous instances  of  men  bdonginsr  to  both  par- 
ties, who  are  honest  and  incorruptible,  who  bare 
been  charged  with  the  most  shameless  pecula- 
tiorif  If  we  were  to  be  influenced  by  every  rumor 
which  finds  its  way  into  the  papers,  instead  of 
appoiotiDg  ft* eotDmittee*ta  examine  into  the  con- 
duct of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  we  should 
hare  to  anpoipt  a  committee  which  should  em- 
bnce  in  tne  scope  of  its  inquiry  all  the  political 
einractersof  the  country. 

As  to  this  piece  which  has  appeared  in  a  Vir- 
^aia  paper,  it  bears  its  contradiction  on  the  face 
«f  it.  It  is  one  of  those  anonvmous  papers,  daily 
published,  arowing  with  boldness,  witnout  fear- 
ing contradiction ;  the  writer  of  which  is  evi- 
dently ignorant  of  notorious  facts,  and  unac- 
quainted with  Treasury  transactions. 

I  should  myself  be  extremely  sorry  that  rumors 
of  this  kind  should  erer  produce  any  effect  on 
those  who  are  the  subject  of  them.  I  do  hope 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  will,  vi^hile  he 
estimates  properly  the  purity  and  dignity  of  his 
own  character,  absolve  his  colleague  in  office 
'from  an  imputation  so  odious  as  tlrat  attempted 
-to  be  fibred  on  him.  No  man  who  has  a  regard 
for  his  own  character,  would  suppose  that  a  gen- 
tleman placed  high  m  office  would  attempt  in 
this  clandestine  manner  to  destroy  his  reputation. 
1  hare  no  doubt  but  an  inquiry,  if  instituted, 
would  terminate  in  a  manner  highly  honorable 
^  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  and  there  can 
be  no  question  but  it  would  be  impossible  to  pro- 
duce eridence  that  any  officer  in  the  Government 
hta  been  so  far  forgetful  of  himself,  and  the  dig- 
nity of  his  station,  as  to  conduct  himself  in  a 
manner  which  would  disgrace  him  forever  as  a 
man  of  honor.  Mr.  B.  concluded  bv  moving  to 
{tostpone  the  further  consideration  or  the  subject 
Until  to-morrow. 

Mr.  McKm  was  opposed  to  a  delay  of  a  decls- 
toa  on  the  resolutions.  He  thought  the  House 
would  be  di^praced  by  an  inquiry  on  such  grounds. 
It  would  be  but  justice  to  themselves  to  show  the 
public  that  the  House  would  not  occupy  its  time 
with  such  frivolous  pursuits.  Gentlemen  talked 
often  about  precedents.  The  adoption  of  this 
Ttsolntion  on  the  grounds  stated  by  the  mover, 
"wotdd  be  one  of  the  most  injurious  precedents. 
There  was  not  a  man  of  infbrmation  in  the  na- 
CJOB  who  would  not  think  it  ridiculous.  He  hoped 
the  resolntions  would  be  promptly  decided  on. 

Mr.  Oabdenter  said  he  did  not  himself  place 
^reat  faith  in  these  charges;  but  in  a  case  of  this 
Kind  the  House  could  not  be  too  desirous  to  sat- 
isfy the  public  mind.  An  investifi^ation  into  them, 
if  false,  would* tend  to  confirm  the  officer  in  the 
public  confidence.  It  was  in  the  nature  of  all 
•cbarffes  of  this  sort,  no  matter  by  whom  propa- 
gated, to  run  through  the  community,  until  there 
«re  many  who  believe  them.  Mr.  G.  said  his 
principal  object  was  to  vindicate  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  only  question  was.  whe- 
ther the  House  would  evince  their  disbelief  of 
the  charges,  by  a  rejection  of  the  resolutions,  or, 
whether,  by  an  examination  into  the  subject,  they 


would  refute  them  understandingly.  The  rejec- 
tion of  the  resolutions  would  be  an  evidence  of 
the  faith  of  the  House,  in  the  int^rity  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  but  if  an  etamina- 
tton  was  made,  and  the  author  was  called  before 
the  committee  to  substantiate  his  charges,  the 
result  of  the  investigation,  if  favorable,  would  pro- 
duce a  conviction  to  every  mind.  For  himself, 
he  thought  the  House  could  not  be  too  careful, 
or  too  eaffer  to  prove  the  innocence  of  the  Secre- 
tarv  of  the  Treasury.  He  wished,  of  all  things, 
to  have  it  distinctly  understood,  that  he  did  not 
move  the  inquiry  under  the  impression  that  it 
would  result  in  the  conviction  ot  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury ;  but  the  manner  and  style  in 
which  these  charges  had  been  announced,  made 
him  wish  that  all  the  departments  should  be  clear 
of  the  imputations  they  conveyed. 

Mr.  Gholson  said  he  was  sorry  that  any  ba^ 
calumny,  which  must  be  despised  by  every  hon- 
est, virtuous,  and  enlightened  man  in  the  com- 
munity, should,  in  the  estimation  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  be  deemed  of  so  much  im- 
portance as  to  merit  an  examination  by  this  House. 
The  resolution  he  had  offered  was  very  extraor- 
dinary in  itselfj  putting  out  of  view  the  improb- 
ability of  the  facts  into  which  it  proposed  to  in- 
quire. How  was  an  inquiry  to  be  made  into  the 
purchase  of  land  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, or  into  the  amount  or  nature  of  his  private 
property?  Countenancing  the  resoltition  so  !kr 
as  to  permit  it  to  lie  on  the  table  would  be  mate- 
rially afiecting  the  reputation  of  the  enlightened 
officer  who  presides  over  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment. Would  it  be  presumed  by  the  people 
abroad  that  the  House  of  Representatives  would 
in  any  case  whatever  institute  an  inquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  one  of  the  highest  officers  of  the  Gtef- 
ernment,  unless  they  themselves  believed  there 
was  something  like  doubt  as  to  his  integrity  ?  To 
express  anything  like  doubt  bf  the  character  oft 
man  is  essentiaUy  to  ihjure  him.  I  ask  if  there 
be  any  man  in  the  House  who  even  doubts  on  the 
subject?  As  to  the  official  Reports  of  this  officer, 
the  last  annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  is  one  of  the  clearest,  ablest,  and  most 
explicit  State  papers,  that  graces  the  annals  of  the 
country.  The  circumsta'hce  of  a  deficiency  of 
the  revenue  is  easily  accounted  for  without  at- 
taching any  blame  to  him,  when  it  is  considered 
that  for  one-half  the  year  the  embargo  cut  off  oar 
revenue.  The  gentleman  Who  moved  the  reso- 
lution must  himself  be  convinced  of  the  impro- 
priety of  instituting  an  inquiry  on  a  ground  in 
which  no  one  can  confide.  While  there  is  an 
enlightened  Committee  of  Ways  and  Mehns  in 
this  House  to  superintend  the  operations  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  there  can  be  no  prdbability 
of  any  misconduct  in  that  department  escaping 
inquiry.  While  I  believe  that  the  Secretary  m 
the  Treasury  would  l)e  uninjured  by  any  inquiry, 
I  cannot,  without  reason,  consent  to  institute  an 
inquiry.  If  the  House  investigate  such  charffes^ 
they  may  sit  the  whole  year  and  do  nothing  else ; 
for  not  a  day  passes  but  some  newspa|)er  brings 
ft  new  slander  on  the  officers  of  GK)vernment. 
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H.iOP  R. 


Secretary  cf  tJie  TVecuury. 


Februabt^  1810. 


Mr.  BoBWBLL  withdrew  bis  motion  to  postpone 
the  question.  ^ 

Mr.  Taylor  asked  what  these  resolutions  were, 
and,  according  to  the  scope  of  operation  which 
they  were  to  take,  what  did  they  involve  ?  The 
high  attribute,  the  vindictive  prerogative  of  the 
House,  of  impeaching  public  officers.  Should  a 
subject  of  that  magnitude  be  trifled  with  ?  Should 
they,  for  newspaper  scraps,  make  use  of  it  ?  There 
is,  said  Mr.  T.,  a  principle  which,  it  appears  to 
me,  ought  in  this  case  to  govern  every  gentleman 
on  this  floor,  viz :  that  such  an  inquiry  ought  not 
to  be  sanctioned  unless  there  be  an  impression 
that  that  inquiry  ouebt  to  be  made  for  the  purpose 
of  punishing  the  officer  in  question.  I  confess, 
when  the  motion  first  was  made,  the  high  opiqion 
I  entertain  of  the  individual  involved  in  it.  my 
impression  of  his  beinff  immaculute,  would  have 
induced  me  to  vote  tor  it,  for  a  reason  different 
from  its  object,  but  that  it  was  a  course  which  I 
never  would  adopt,  but  at  the  request  of  the  party 
concerned.  I  at  first  was  inclined  to  vote  tor  it, 
because  I  knew  it  would  eventuate  in  clearing  the 
character  denounced  in  the  paper,  from  all  im- 
proper imputations.  That  is  not* the  purpose  of 
such  resolutions.  It  is  to  probe  guilt,  and  bring 
it  to  punishment.  We  are  not  here^  by  legislative 
acts,  to  plaster  up  characters.  It  is  not  our  bu- 
siness, unless  the  officer  himself,  feeling  the  de- 
nunciations made  to  rest  so  heavily  on  him,  that 
he  could  not  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  with 
advantage  to  his  country,  should  apply  to  the 
House  for  an  investigation.  I  will  not  exercise 
this  attribute  to  clear  the  character  of  any  man, 
unless  he  himself  reqiuires  it.  The  mover  of  the 
resolution  tells  you,  tnat,  according  to  his  impres- 
sions, the  charge  is  a  calumny,  and  that  he  believes 
an  investigation  will  eventuate  in  the  acquittal 
of  the  character  denounced.  Even  a  justice  of 
the  peace,  in  such  a  case  as  this,  would  say,  he 
could  not  proceed  to  examine  a  person  charged 
with  a  crime,  when  no  evidence  whatever  ap- 
peared affainst  him.  There  is  not  before  the  House 
a  tittle  of  testimony.  Shall  this  House  then  cheapen 
the  high  attribute  of  bringing  to  condign  punish- 
ment the  officers  of  the  nation  ?  The  House  can- 
not proceed  a  step  in  this  case.  No  gentleman 
who  does  not  believe  in  the  guilt  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  can,  in  mjr  opinion,  with  any  pro- 
priety, vote  for  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Smilie  said,  he  was  of  opinion,  that  the 
House  ouj;ht  to  act  at  once  on  the  resolution.  He 
wished,  sincerely,  that  the  matter  was  so  situated 
that  the  House  could  with  propriety  go  into  an 
investigation  of  the  public  character  of  that  offi- 
cer. 1  think,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  may  say,  that 
there  is  not  a  man  in  the  United  States  that  knows 
him  better  in  his  public,  or  in  his  private  capacity 
than  myself.  If  the  most  distant  suspicion  rested 
on  my  mind  of  any  foundation  for  the  charges,  I 
would  instantly  move  an  impeachment,  and  pro- 
ceed regularly  with  the  matter.  This  inquiryr  is 
proposed  on  such  a  ground  as  never  leffisiative 
body  actedon  before— an  anonymous  publication. 
If  the  House  institutes  an  inquiry  on  such  ground, 
it  puts  itself  in  the  power  of  every  calumniator 


who  can  wield  a  pen.  Is  this  the  first  instance  in 
which  the  highest  characters  in  the  Government 
have  been  assailed  7  How  many  calumnies 
were  heaped  on  the  late  President  of  the  Unitckl 
States!  Is  it  not  known  to  ihe  House  that  at 
this  very  day  it  is  said  in  the  public  papers  that 
the  President  has  in  his^ possession -a  treaty  with 
France  which  he  dare  not  show  ?  Why  then 
should  this  calumny  be  selected  for  examination  ? 
If  it  was  possible  to  bring  to  punishment  the  vile 
author  of  it,  I  would  agree  to  it ;  as  it  is  a  serious 
and  flagrant  libel ;  but  that  is  out  of  our  power. 
The  grand  objection  to  this  course,  however,  is^ 
that  I  can  see  no  end  to  it.  If  there  be  a  gentle- 
man in  the  House  who  thinks  it  possible  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  can  be  guilty,  he  will 
vote  for  the  resolution.  On  the  other  hand,  a  de- 
cided negative  will  check  the  calumny  at  once. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  he  could  not  permit  the 
question  to  be  taken  without  expressing  his  opin- 
ion in  relation  to  it.  As  to  the  individual  impli- 
cated in  this  motion,  said  Mr.  J.,  I  am  attached  to 
him  from  a  consideration  of  his  merit  and  of  the 
services  he  has  done  to  his  country,  and  for  no 
other  reason^,  having  but  liule  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  him.  This  is  not  the  first  charge  which 
had  been  made  against  this  great  and  good  man 
and  valuable  officer.  I  have  heretofore  smiled 
with  contempt  upon  those  publications,  engendered 
by  malice,  and  nave  felt  pitj^  for  their  misguided 
authors.  The  people  of  this  nation  know  the 
man.  The  persecution  of  all  good  men,  as  of 
Aristides  and  Socrates,  one  of  whom  was  banished 
and  the  other  put  to  death,  for  their  virtues,give8 
occasion  to  those  who  know  them  to  erect  mon- 
uments to  their  glory.  This  will  be  the  effect  of 
the  persecution  of  tnis  man,  whose  reputation  if 
untarnished — even  the  gentleman  who  moved  the 
resolution  does  not  think  his  character  impeach- 
able. As  to  clearing  his  fame,  Mr.  J.  said  it  was 
not  necessary  to  institute  an  inquiry  to  clear  his 
fame  from  imputations  which  must  be  as  impo- 
tent against  him  as  the  waters  of  the  ocean  against 
the  rock  of  Qibralter.  The  memory  of  his  patri- 
otic exertions  would  live  as  long  as  the  world. 
He  did  not  rise  to  eulogize  this  officer,  but  he  most 

five  his  feeble  testimony  in  favor  of  the  man  who 
ad  sacrificed  his  time,  and  perhaps  his  comfortS| 
to  t\xe  service  of  hi.s  country.  And  was  his  fame 
to  be  impeached  by  an  anonymous  writer?  It 
was  impossible  he  should  be  guilty  of  the  charges , 
it  was  not  within  him,  whose  character,  bright  as 
the  jewel  of  virtue  itself,  the  more  it  was  exam- 
ined, the  more  brilliant  it  would  appear.  And 
this  rumor  was  sanctioned — by  whom?  He 
would  not  believe  that  the  Secretary  of  Sute  had 
given  the  weight  of  his  n^fme  to  sucn  charges,  and 
would  not  credit  public  tumor  on  this  point  any 
more  than  in  the  charges  against  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury. 

Mr.  FiNDLGY  was  for  an  immediate  decision 
on  the  resolutions.  He  would  not  eulogize  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  but  he  gave  no  credit 
to  the  newpaper  paragraphs ;  and  made  some  ob- 
servations goin^  to  show  that  they  were  destitute 
even  of  plausibility. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1421 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1422 


February,  1810. 


Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 


H.opR. 


Mr.  Ross  confessed  he  had  some  doubts  as  to* 
the  eourse  proper  to  be  pursued.    If  the  political 
friends  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
brought  forward  the  motiou,  he  should  have  no 
hesitation  what  course  to  pursue ;  but  when  the 
political  enemies  of  a  man  undertook  to  be  the 
ffnardians  of  his  reputation,  the  course  proper  to 
be  parsaed  was  rendered  much  more  doubtful. 
Nothing  could  sooner  destroy  the  reputation  of  a 
man  with  bis  part]^  than  for  his  enemies  to  become 
the  guardians  of  it.    He  had  seen  in  papers  pro- 
fessing democratic  principles  publications  agamst 
this  man — and  would  it  not  be  asked  by  the  people, 
if  the  coarse  proposed  was  pursued,  if  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  not  changed  his  principles  ? 
While  his  political  enemies  are  so  careful  of  his 
repoutioD,  why  are  they  not  equally  careful  of 
the  reputation  of  the  Secretarjr  of  State,  who  has 
been  equally  abused  by  the  writer  under  the  siff* 
nature  of  Fhilolaos  or  Mutius?    Mr.  R.  made 
farther  observations  going  to  show  that  if  inquiry 
was  made  in  one  case,  it  ought  in  the  other.    He 
was  opposed  to  the  passage  of  the  resolutions. 

Mr.  Helus  moved  to  reject  the  resolutions; 
bat  the  motion  was  declared  to  be  out  of  order. 

Mr.  Macon  said  that  as  to  himself  he  felt  satis- 
fied that  none  of  these  very  serious  charcres  could 
be  supported  against  the  secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury.   This  belief  was  founded  upon  the  opinion 
he  entertained  of  the  moral  character  of  the  man. 
He  believed  the  investigation  could  only  tend  to 
raise  the  reputation  of  that  man  in  the  nation. 
Under  this  belief  he  could  have  no  hesitation  in 
voting  for  the  inquirv.    But,  said  Mr.  M.,  if.  con- 
trary to  my  sincere  belief,  be  should  be  guilty  of 
the  charges  alleged  against  him,  let  him  share 
the  fate  of  the  guilty.    I  was  not  in  the  House 
when  the  resolution  was  moved,  and  do  not  there- 
fore know  the  ground  of  the  motion,  but  it  is 
sirficient  for  me  that  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion  thinks  himself  authorized  to  do  it.  No 
matter  on  what  information  he  deemed  it  his  duty 
to  make  the  motion,  I  for  one  am  willing  he  should 
be  gratified.    Honestv  and  plain  dealing  have 
nothing  to  fear.    An  honest  man  may  be  calum- 
niated, but  time  will  put  down  the  calumny.    It 
was  impossible  that  some  of  the  charges  could 
have  foundation  in  fact ;  but  he  was  willing  to 
inqoire  into  them.    If  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury was  his  own  brother,  if  he  were  his  father, 
and  an  inquiry  was  asked  into  his  conduct,  he 
would  grant  it.    When  the  second  Secretarv  of 
the  Treasury  went  out  of  office  he  had  asked  an 
inquiry  into  his  conduct,  which  was  granted. 
Passing  these  resolutions  would  only  be  doing  the 
same  in  relation  to  the  present  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  as  was  done  in  relation  to  the  former. 
Could  anything  be  a  greater  triumph  to  a  man 
placed  in  the  situation  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  than  for  those  opposed  to  him  to  declare 
him  innocent?    He  hoped  the  motion  would  be 
agreed  to ;  and  had  no  doubt  sach  would  be  the 
lesRlt  of  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Bibb  regretted  exceedingly  the  determina- 
tion the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  had  ex- 
pressed to  vote  in  favor  of  the  resolutions,  and  he 


was  confident  the  gentleman  would  not  have 
come  to  the  same  determination  if  he  had  heard 
the  remarks  which  preceded  and  followed  the- 
motion.  It  was  not  a  charge  made  by  a  member 
of  the  House ;  on  the  contrary,  the  member  mak* 
ing  the  motion  declared  his  disbelief  of  the  charg^e. 
What,  said  Mr.  B.,  would  be  the  consequence,  in 
relation  to  the  public  mind,  of  pursuing  the  in- 
quiry under  these  circumstances?  Do  we  not 
every  day  see  the  basest  calumnies  in  the  public- 
prints,  not  only  aeainst  the  Heads  of  Departments- 
but  against  this  House  ?  Has  not  the  Legislature- 
of  a  State  (Massachusetts)  declared  that  the  mea- 
sures of  a  majority  of  this  House  are  adopted  fo 
subservience  to  Napoleon  1  Is  it  not  as  important 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  should 
stand  fair  before  the  people  as  that  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  should  stand  fair  before  this  House? 
Do  we  not  every  day  see  charges  made  in  the 
public  prints  against  individuals  in  the  Govern- 
mentwithout instituting inquiriesinto them?  Now 
I  ask,  if  we  institute  an  inquiry  in  this  case  and 
not  in  others,  whether  we  shall  not  be  giving  at 
least  presumptive  evidence  against  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  ?  It  appears  to  me  that  the  best 
way  to  vindicate  the  character  of  this  officer  from 
the  aspersions  levelled  at  it,  is  to  give  as  strong  a 
vote  as  we  can  against  the  motion. 

Mr.  Holland  said  there  was  no  testimony  be- 
fore the  House  to  induce  them  to  raise  a  commit- 
tee on  this  subject.  If  any  member  would  pro- 
duce any,  or  state  that  he  had  grounds  to  beliere 
he  could,  in  support  of  the  charge,  then  and  then 
only  should  a  committee  be  appointed. 

Mr.  CluiNCT  said  that  mere  rumor  or  newspaper 
paragraphs  he  did  not  deem  a  fit  ground  for  in- 
quiry by  the  House,  unless  they  came  in  such  a 
shape  as  to  raise  reasonable  ^^round  of  suspicion. 
For  this  reason  he  was  unwilling  to  pass  tne  res- 
olution. At  the  same  time  he  suggested  that 
whatever  was  done,  it  should  not  be  done  under 
the  influence  of  instant  passion ;  and  thought,  if 
the  Secretary  himself  were  on  the  floor,  he  would 
wish  a  decision  delayed. 

Mr.  Stanford  declared  that  he  should  vote  for 
the  motion,  on  the  general  principle  of  making  an 
inquiry  whenever  wished  lor  by  a  member.  H^ 
quoted  the  Journals  to  show  mstances  of  cases 
which  he  deemed  similar.  He  thought  a  posc- 
ponement  of  the  decision  on  the  motion  would 
give  further  time  for  reflection,  and  therefore 
moved  a  postponement  of  it  till  to-morrow. 

The  motion  for  postponement  was  negatived 
by  a  large  majority. 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  if  the  question  had  bee 
put  for  the  rejection  of  the  motion,  he  should  cer- 
tainly have  voted  against  it,  but  the  question  of 
adoption  was  essentially  different.    He  did  not 
conceive  an  anonymous  publication  in  a  newt- 

Siper  sufficient  ground  for  an  inquiry  by  the 
ouse ;  and,  that  being  all  the  ground  asigned  for 
the  resolution,  he  should  vote  against  it. 

Mr.  Boyd  and  Mr.  Southard  also  spoke  against 
the  motion. 

Mr.  Gardenier  asain  spoke  in  suppoi;^  of  the 
resolutions.    He  could  not  say  that  he  believed 
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the  charges,  but  he  could  not  conceive  that  charges 
80  speoincally  stated,  and  by  so  able  a  writer, 
were  ihe  result  of  profligacy  and  wholly  without 
foundation.  An  inquiry  could  do  no  harm ;  and 
4he  charges  might  be  well  founded.  Who  would 
have  suspected  the  great  Bacon,  or  who  Lord 
Melville,  before  their  peculation  was  proved  ?  If 
"the  House  did  not  now  investigate  it,  he  thought 
'tney  would  soon  be  called  upon  to  do  it.  The 
«moke  would  not  appear  in  so  many  different 
places  together,  unless  there  were  somewhere  a 
latent  combustion.  The  volcano  never  emitted 
smoke  but  when  fire  raged  within.  There  must 
be  some  foundation  for  these  rumors. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
was  then  taken,  and  decided  as  follows : 

Ybas— Howell  €obb,  William  Ely,  Barent  Gar- 
dener, Edwin  Oray,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, and  Ezekiel  Whitman^— 17. 

NAia— Lemuel  J.  Alaton,  Willie  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdeli,  Adam 
Bojrd,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
John  Campbell,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Cochran,  William   Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Richard 
Cntts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Emott, 
William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin, 
BarxiUai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomaa  Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  William 
Helms,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Huf- 
tj,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Ar- 
chibald MoBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Jpseph  Pearson,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  iun.,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania  John 
JBthea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  John  Rose,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons,  Lemuel  Sa^er,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
filmiUe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Heniy  Southard, 
John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri ' 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jnn.,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer,  Robert  Weakley,   Laban   Wheaton,    Robert 
Wbitehill,  James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Witherspoon. — 106. 


PROPOSITIONS  TO  BELLIGERENTS,  Ac. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  flaute  of  ReprtientoHvea  of  the  United  Statee,- 

I  transmit  reports  of  the  SecreUries  of  State  and  of 
the  Treasury,  complying  with  your  resolution  of  the 
6th  mstant  JAMBS  MADISON. 

Pebbuabt  17,  1810. 

DSPABTKKNT  OF  StaTE,  Ftb.  U.  1810. 

Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
tentatives,  of  the  5th  instant,  requesting  the  President 


of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  flotue 
copies  of  the. several  communications  made  to  the  GoT' 
emments  of  France  and  Great  Britain  in  porsnanceof 
the  authorities  vested  by  Congress  in  the  EzecutiTe, 
with  respect  to  the  several  orders  and  decrees  of  either 
violating  the  lawful  commerce  and  neutral  rights  of  the 
United  States,  except  such  parts  as  may,  in  his  judg- 
ment, remiire  secrecy ;  and  also  to  communicate  to 
the  same  House  such  information  as  he  may  have  re- 
ceived  touching  the  forgery  of  papers  purporting  to  be 
those  of  American  vessels,  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
the  honor  of  laying  before  the  President  the  following 
papers,  viz : 

1.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of 
State,  to  General  Armstrong,  Minister  Plenipotentiarj 
of  the  United  States  at  Parit,  dated  March  16, 1809. 

2.  Copy  of  a  note  from  General  Armstrong  to  Count 
Champagny,  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations  at  Paiis, 
dated  SOth  Ainril,  1809. 

3.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  tt 
London,  dated  March  16th,  1809. 

4th.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr. 
Smith,  dated  May  1,  1809. 

A.  Extractsof  a  letter  from  John  M.  Forbes,  Conid 
of  the  United  States  at  Hamburg,  to  Mr.  Madison, 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  13th  November,  1807. 

B.  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lee,  Commercial 
Agent  of  the  United  States  at  Bordeaux,  to  the  same, 
dated  November  1,  1808. 

C.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hackley,  Consul  of  the 
United  States  at  St.  Lucar,  to  Mr.  Smith,  dated  Cadiz, 
23d  March,  1809. 

D.  Sundry  original  documents  belonging  to,  and 
concerning  tiie  ship  Aurora,  of  New  York. 

£.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harris,  Consvi  of 
the  United  States  at  St.  Petersburg,  to  Mr.  Smith,  dated 
26th  October,  1809,  covering  certain  papers  bebngiog 
to  the  ship  called  the  Georgia,  of  New  York. 

F.  Extracts  of  a  leUer  from  John  M.  Foclies,  dated 
November  7,  1809,  to  Mr.  Smith,  covering  the  foqped 
sea-letter  of  the  ship  Arno,  of  Boston,  dated  Aogpit 
2l8t,  1809  ;  also  a  letter  of  the  same  date,  signed  Ste- 
phen Higginson  and  company,  to  Captain  William 
Kempton. 

G.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  William  Kirkpatrick, 
Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Malaga,  to  Mr.  Smith, 
dated  November  26,  1809. 

It  may  be  proper  moreover  to  state,  that  various  other 
I  communications  have  been  received  at  this  Department 
I  from  the  agents  of  the  United  States  in  foreign  coun- 
tries, which  mention  that  the  practice  prevail  of  Ur- 
ging American  ships  papers  and  documents ;  but  ai 
they  do  not  afford  any  details,  they  are  not  included 
in  this  report,  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Gea- 
eral  Armstrong,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  <^  the 
United  States  at  Paris,  dated. 

"  DxpiBTXXHT  OF  Statb,  Mot^  16,  1809. 
"  The  proceedings  of  Congress  at  their  late  session, 
combined  with  the  Executive  communications,  affiiid- 
ing,  as  they  do,  additional  preofii  of  the  pacific  dispe- 
sition  of  this  Government,  and  of  its  strict  observanee 
of  whatever  the  laws  of  neutrality  require,  you  will  net 
£ul  to  avail  yourself  of  the  just  arguments  thenoe  de- 
ducible  in  nrging  the  equitable  claims  of  the  Unitfl4 
States.    The  1, 2, 3, 4, 1 1,  and  17th  seotione  of tbetct 
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interdictiog  our  commercial  intercoorse  with  Great 
Britain  and  France,  will,  in  that  view,  claim  your  at- 
tention, and  especially  the  ilth  section,  authoring  the 
Executive  to  renew  our  commerce  with  the  nation 
withdrawing  the  operation  of  its  illegal  edicts.  And 
you  will  be  careful  to  let  it  be  understood  that  the  au- 
thority thus  retted,  will,  of  coune,  be  exercised  in  the 
event  stated  in  the  law." 

General  Armstrong  to  Count  Champagny. 

"  Pabis,  April  2p,  1809. 

"  The  undersigned  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States,  has  the  honor  of  presenting  to  his  £x- 
ceUency  the  Minister  of  Exterior  Relations,  the  enclosed 
^opy  of  a  law  recently  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
Union. 

•This  law,  as  maj  be  »een  by  the  several  provisions 
€fht  has  been  forced  upon  them  by  the  extraordinary 
cooimctancee  of  the  times,  and  is  to  be  regarded  as  an 
act  of  precaution,  taken  with  the  view  only  of  protect- 
iag  tkeir  own  property  and  rights,  and  of  once  more 
appeeUng  to  the  interest  and  justice  of  those  who  wo«id 
diatuxb  or  destroy  them. 

«<  Your  Excellency  may  be  assuied,  that  as  nothing 
has  given  more  disquietude  to  the  United  States  than 
the  necessity  which  has  impelled  them  to  the  adoption 
<»f  this  measure,  so  nothing  will  give  them  more  satis- 
fiKtion  than  to  see  that  necessity  cease.  It'is  in  the 
spirit  and  sincerity  of  this  declaration,  that  the  under- 
signed is  instructed  to  add,  that  any  interpretataen  of 
the  Imperial  decrees  of  the  twenty-first  of  November, 
1806,  and  seventeenth  of  December  1807,  which  shall 
have  the  efiSsct  of  leaving  unimpaired  Uie  maritime 
rights  of  the  Union,  will  be  instantaneously  followed 
by  a  revocation  of  the  preaent  act,  and  a  re-establish- 
ment <»f  the  ordinary  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  two  eenntries. 

**l  efier  your  Excellency,  dbc. 

«  JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

"^  His  Excelleocy  Count  OnAxrAoxT. " 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  to  Wil- 
Ham  Pinkney,  Esq.,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the 
Uniled  States  in  London,  dated  Department  of  State, 
March  15,  1809. 

**  The  proceedings  of  Congxess  at  their  late  seasion, 
combined  with  the  Executive  communications^  afibrding 
as  they  do  additional  proofs  of  the  pacific  disposition 
of  tins  Government,  and  of  its  strict  ol^ervance  of  what- 
ever the  laws  of  neutrality  require,  you  will  not  fail  to 
avail  yourself  of  the  just  arguments  thence  deducible 
in  urging  the  equitable  claims  of  the  United  States. 
The  1st,  2d,  8d,4th,  11th,  and  17th  sections  of  the  act 
iBteidioting  ov  oommercial  intercourse  with  Great 
JBritein  and  Prsnce,  will,  in  that  view,  claim  your  at- 
teatiao,  and  especially  the  eleventh  section,  authorising 
the  fizeeutiTe  to  renew  our  commerce  wHh  the  nation 
withdrawing  the  operation  of  its  illegal  edicts.  And 
yom  wilt  be  caielul  to  let  it  be  understood,  that  the  au- 
thority thus  vested,  will  of  course  be  exercised  in  the 
efent  slaled  m  the  Uw." 

Extracts  firom  a  letter  of  Mr.  Pinkney,  Minister  Plen- 
ipotentiary of  the  United  States,  at  Londoi^  to  Mr. 
Smith,  SecreUxy  of  State,  dated. 

'<<Los»o]f,  Aby  1,  isae. 

**  Upon  leeeipt  of  your  letter  of  the  16«h  ef  Marsh, 
it  became  my  obvious  duty  to  ask  a  confeienoe  with 


Mr.  Canning*  It  took  place  accordingly  on  Monday 
the  17th  of  April." 

**  With  a  view  to  do  justice  to  the  character  and  ten- 
dency of  the  law  of  the  first  of  March,  I  called  Uie  at- 
tention of  Mr.  Canning  in  a  particular  manner  to  the 
1 1th  section,  which  provides  for  the  renewal  of  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  the  Power  revoking  or  so  mod- 
ifying its  edicts  as  they  should  cease  to  violatb  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  obe- 
dience to  my  instruction  I  assured  him  that  the  author- 
ity vested  in  the  President  to  proclaim  such  revocation 
or  modification,  would  not  fail  to  be  exercised  as  the 
case  occurred." 

**  I  entered  into  a  minute  exphotation  of  the  law  of 
the  first  of  March,  and  in  the  course  of  it  availed  ay- 
sdf  of  evory  inducement  of  interest  which  it  could  be 
supposed  to  ibrnish  to  this  Government  to  retract  its 
Orders  in  Council,  and  of  the  proofo  with  which  it 
abounds  of  the  siucere  desire  of  the  American  Govern- 
ment to  cultivate  peace  and  fiiendship  with  Great  Bnt- 
ain,  even  while  it  was  repeating  what  it  deemed  en- 
croachments and  injuries,  the  most  pernicious  and 
alarming." 

Tbeasurt  Dxpabthbht,  Feb,  16,  1810.    ^ 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  statement  trans- 
mitted by  the  CoUector  of  Boston,  in  relation  to  the 
ship  Amo,  which  en^ed  Tonningen  with  a  forged 
sea-letter. 

Exclusively  of  the  cases  respecting  forged  marine 
papers  which  have  from  time  to  time  been  communi- 
cated by  the  Department  of  State,  one  only  has  come 
to  the  knowledge  of  the  Treasury,  the  particulars  of 
which  are  explained  by  the  enclosed  letter  firom  the  Col- 
lector of  New  York,  and  the  papers  accompanying  the 
same. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  ^cc 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Pbxsidsht  ofiAe  United  States. 

The  above  documents,  and  others  accompany- 
ing  the  Message,  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 


Tuesday,  February  20. 

The  Spbakjir  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  tranamittii^ 
an  aceoiwt  of  sales  of  public  arms,  as  authorized 
by  ^e  act  of  the  second  of  April,  1808  $  irhioh 
was  i^ad,  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  ameod- 
meats  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  revive  an 'act,  eotitkd  ^  An  act  for  the  relief  «f 
the  refugees  from  the  British  Provinces  of  Caaada 
and  Nova  Scotia,  and  for  other  purposes;"  and 
the  same  being  twice  read,  were  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

Rewdvedy  That  this  House  do  concur  in  the  title 
amended  by  the  Senate^  to  read  as  follows :  *^  Ad 
act  further  to  pcdvide  lor  the  refugees  from  the 
British  Pro? inoes  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ittcuts  0f  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  appUoation  shall 
be  made  for  the  purchase  of  land  at  the  sevetal 
land  offices;  and  for  the  relief  of  Joab  Garret:" 
and  the  same  being  twice  read,  were  ooncurrtd 
in  by  the  House. 
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The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  support  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  year  1810.  The  bill  was  reported  with  sev- 
eral amendments  thereto ;  which  were  read,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  bill  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  making  appropriation  for 
the  support  of  the  Military  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  year  1810.  The  bill  was 
reported  with  several  amendments  thereto ;  which 
were  twice  read,  and  concurred  ini  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^  An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
Government,  during  the  year  1810,"  with  amend- 
ments ;  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of 
this  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  for  the  third  census,  or  enumeration 
of  tne  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  together 
with  the  amendments  of  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  to  the  same ;  and  the  said  amend- 
ments being  a^in  twice  read,  were  in  part  con- 
curred in,  and  in  part  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Bibb,  the  said  bill  was  fur- 
ther amended  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Peter  Landais.  in  relation  to  the  report  of 
the  Committee  of  Claims  on  his  petition ;  which 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


Webnesday,  February  21. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  Weymouth ;  which  was  read 
twice  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  the 
Governor,  Judges,  and  Secretary,  of  the  Illinois 
Territory,  referred  on  the  seventh  instant ;  which 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Rewlved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ouffht  not  to  be  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  CIi7inoy, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  state  of  the  ancient  public  records 
and  archives  of  the  United  States,  with  authority 
to  consider  whether  any,  and  what,  provision  be 
necessary  for  a  more  safe  and  orderly  preservation 
of  them,  with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  duiNCY,  Mr.  Van  Horn, 
and  Mr.  Swoopb,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pur- 
suant to  the  said  resolution. 

Mr.  Montgomery  moved  for  the  printing  of  two 
papers  contained  in  the  Message  yesterday  re- 
ceived from  the  President  of  the  United  States, 


viz:  a  copy  of  a  genuine  clearance  by  the  New 
York  custom-house  to  Captain  Gardner,  of  the 
ship  Jane,  showing  that  he  had  sailed  from  that 
port  for  Liverpool  with  cotton,  flour,  staves,  and 
boards ;  and  copies  of  forged  documents  produced 
by  Captain  (Gardner  of  the  ship  Jane,  at  Amster- 
dam, in  order  to  obtain  admission  there  as  if  be 
had  arrived  with  a  cargo  of  sug^ar  from  New  York, 
the  drawback  papers  of  which  were  also  forged, 
intended  to  prove  that  the  sugar  was  not  of  Brit- 
ish origin.    Motion  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gold,  from  ithe  committee  appointed  on 
the  seventeenth  ultimo,  presented  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  and  settle, 
by  the  appointment  of  Commissioners,  the  exte- 
rior line  of  the  public  land  at  West  Point,  with 
the  adjoining  proprietor ;  which  was  read  twice 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oa 
Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the'bill,  entitled  "An  act 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  Gorem- 
ment,  during  the  year  1810:"  Whereupon,  the 
said  bill  and  amendments  were  recommitted  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
the  Navv  of  the  United  States,  for  the  year  1810, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Mr.  P.  B.  Porter  presented  a  remonstrance 
and  petition  from  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Michigan,  expressive  of  their  approba- 
tion of  the  form  of  Government  existing  in  said 
Territory,  and  praying,  under  their  present  svstem 
of  Government,  to  be  allowed  to  elect  and  send 
a  Delegate  to  Congress. — Ordered  to  lie  oa  tite 
table. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
Military  Establishment  of  the  united  States,  dur- 
ing the  year  1810,  was  read  the  third  time. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  the  third  cen- 
sus, or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Om- 
ted  States,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANa 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  Edward  Livingston,  exi)ressing  his  desire 
of  a  speedy  determination  with  respect  to  his 
claim  to  the  batture  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans; 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  the  Honse 
do  come  to  the  following  resolutions: 

Rewlved,  That  the  interest  in,  or  title  to,  the  battnn 
fronUng  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New  '0^ 
leans,  which  may  have  vetted  in  the  United  ^^^J? 
the  treaty  of  cession  between  the  United  States  and 
France,  concluded  at  Paris  the  thirtieth  of  April,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  be  transferred  to, 
and  vested  in,  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  ^^^^ 
leans,  so  far  as  to  enable  said  Ccorporation  to  defeat 
any  suit  or  action  which  may  be  instituted  for  the  ro- 
coveiy  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  said  batture,  in  aoj 
court  having  competent  power  and  jurisdiction  to  hear 
and  determine  the  same ;  and  if  no  suit  or  action  sbjuj 
be  instituted  and  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  or  de- 
cree, within years,  all  individual  claim,  right*  or 

tiUe,  to  the  said  batture,  shaU  thenceforth  be  ferertf 
barred. 
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Reaalted,  Thit  the  nod  battuie  shall  be  luied  and 
o^oyed  as  a  public  highway  and  limding  place,  aa  well 
by  the  dcisens  of  the  United  States  as  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  New  Orteans,^ho  shall  continue  to  use  and 
enjoy  the  right  of  digging  and  cairying  earth  from  the 
md  battore  for  making  and  repairing  public  streets  and 
leyees  and  other  purposes,  which  they  were  accustomed 
to  use  and  enjoy  under  the  late  Spanish  Goyemn^ent. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  the  said 
lesoiotioDs  be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  whom  is  committed  sundry  papers  in 
relation  to  the  said  batture. 

A  diTision  of  the  question  to  refer  the  said  res- 
olution was  called  for :  On  which,  the  question 
was  taken  to  refer  the  first  of  the  resolutions  to 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  and  resolved 
Id  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  upon  the  reference 
of  the  second  resolutios,  and  resolved  in  the  affir- 
mative. 

WILLIAM  WEYMOUTH. 

Mr.  Newton  made  a  detailed  report  of  facts 
relating  to  the  case  of  William  Weymouth ;  which 
was  ready  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole.    The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  petitioner  states  that,  on  or  about  the  year  1803, 
Mis.  Lucy  Bedford,  widow  and  Executrix  of  James 
Bedford,  deceased,  of  Henrico  county,  in  the  State  of 
Yirginta,  authorized  the  petitioner  to  apprehend  a  ne- 
gro man,  named  Oliver,  belonging  to  the  estate  of  the 
said  James  Bedford,  deceased,  and  who  was  supposed 
to  be  fiving  in  New  York.  The  petitioner  states,  that 
he  found  tibe  said  slave  in  New  York,  that  he  had  him 
appreheodedy  and  proved,  to  the  satisfaction  of  Jacob 
Delamoatagnie,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  pc^ce  office, 
in  the  said  city  of  New  York,  that  Oliver  was  a  fugi- 
tire  slave,  on  which  he  was  committed  to  the  custody 
oi  the  keeper  of  Bridewell ;  that,  on  or  about  the  dd 
of  Mardi,  1809,  the  said  slave  was  delivered  to  him,  to 
be  rsmored  to  his  owner,  residing  in  Virginia  aforesaid. 
The  petitioner  further  states,  that,  at  the  time  last  men- 
tioned, he  was  master  of  the  schooner  Weymouth,  bound 
from  New  York  to  Bichmond,  and  that  he  took  the 
slave  on  board,  for  the  purpose  aforementioned,  and 
set  saO  for  Bidimond ;  but  that,  before  he  cleared  the 
haibor  of  New  York,  two  persons  came  on  board,  one 
of  whom  was  a  deputy  sheriff,  and,  by  force  or  virtue 
of  a  real  or  pretended  authority,  took  the  said  slave 
from  the  vessiel,  and  carried  him  back  to  the  dty. 

The  petitioner  further  states,  that  he  has  been  ar- 
rested, at  the  snit  of  the  United  States,  and  one  Isaac 
Sherman,  in  an  action  of  debt  for  the  penalty  of  one 
tfiousaod  doUsiB,  for  not  having,  previous  to  the  de- 
psrture  oi  the  schooner  from  the  port  of  New  York, 
made  out  and  subscribed  duplicate  manifests  of  having 
•Qch  slave  on  board,  according  to  the  directions  of  the 
iubA  section  of  Ae  act,  entitled  «  An  act  to  prohibit 
dtt  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place  witiiin 
the  juiiadiction  of  the  United  fi^tes,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  Januuy,  in  the  year  1806.'' 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufoctures 
jo  not  hentate  to  decide  in  fovor  of  the  petitioner.  It 
■  a  case  cdearly  made  ouc ;  it  ii  in  every  respect  entitled 
tB  the  same  reUef  whidi  vras  granted  to  Levin  Jones, 
ihis  ssasion  of  Congress.  As  the  cases  are  similar  in 
iriDeiple,  though  differing  in  circumstances^  the  eom- 
Bitftee  beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  made  in  fovor  of 


Levin  Jones,  and  solicit  that  it  may  be  taken  as  a  part 
of  this  report. 

The  oommitteo  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Besoked,  That  leave  be  given  to  report  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  William  W.  Weymouth. 

FOBEIGN  LICENSES  TO  TBADE. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  to  deprive,  in  certain  cases, 
vessels  of  their  American  character,  &c. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Fisk  to  author- 
ize the  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  to  bring 
into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  vessels  viola- 
ting this  law,  was  agreed  to,  53  to  31. 

Some  debate  took  place  on  the  details  of  the 
bill,  but  no  further  amendment  was  made,  before 
the  Committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 


Tbursdat,  February  22. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  eQclosiDg  his  re- 
port of  such  a  system  as  will  enable  the  House 
to  comprise  into  one  the  several  laws  which  are 
now  in  force  respecting  the  post  offices  and  post 
roads  within  the  United  States,  in  obedience  to  a 
resolution  of  the  28th  of  June  last ;  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Establishment  of  the  United  States,  made  a 
farther  report,  in  part ;  which  was  read,  and  com- 
mitted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom 
is  committed  the  bill  in  relation  to  pensions  and 
rations  of  the  officers  of  the  Navy. 

FOBEION  INTEBC0UB8E. 

Mr.  Upham  stated  that  when  the  bill  making 
appropriations  for  the  support  of  Government 
was  before  this  House,  he  had  voted  in  favor  of 
the  appropriations  for  the  expenses  of  foreign  in- 
tercourse; but,  in  so  doing,  he  had  kept  in  view 
his  Constitutional  right  of  inquiring  how  the 
moneys  heretofore  appropriated  had  been  applied. 
For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  on  the 
subject;  be  moved  a  resolution  calling  for  a  state- 
ment of  the  manner  in  which  moneys  appropria- 
ted for  expenses  of  foreign  intercourse  for  two 
years  past  have  heen  applied. 

The  resolution  is  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement  of  moneys 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  in  the  years  1808  and  1809, 
on  account  of  expenses  and  contingent  expenses  of  in- 
tercourse vnth  foreign  nations,  witi^  a  statement  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  same  have  been  accounted  for ; 
therein  specifying  the  sums  reflectively  drawn  for  ex- 
penses or  contingent  expenses,  and  distinguishing  the 
sums  for  contingeneiea  specially  accounted  for  from 
any  sums  settled  by  certificate  or  expenditures  which 
it  may  have  been  thought  advisable  not  to  specify. 

Mr.  Sheffet  suggested  to  the  gentleman  that 
the  resolution  was  unnecessary,  as  the  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in  which 
the  moneys  appropriated  for  eight  years  past  had 
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^becn  apptied,  kad  already  called  for  tbe  sane  in- 
formatiuQ.  After  the  discussion  on  this  aobiect 
«i4uch4ook  place  on  the  appropriation  bill,  Mr. 
S.  said,  he,  as  chairman  of  that  cominittee,  bad 
tboujrht  it  iiis  duty  to  call  upon  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  for  this  information,  which,  when 
reported  to  toe  committee,  would  no  doubt  be  by 
them  laid  before  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Afr.  Upbam,  his  motion  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of 
Government  for  the  year  1810. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  amendments,  which  were  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  Love  said  he  rose  to  offer  a  resolution  on 
a  subject  which  he  believed  every  member  of  the 
House  would  agree  to  be  of  great  importance, 
and  which  circumstances  rendered  it  necessary 
for  Congress  speedily  to  act  on.  A  report,  he 
said,  had  been  made  on  the  petition  of  the  Presi- 
dent and  Directors  of  the  company  incorpora- 
ted under  the  name  of  the  United  States  Bank, 
which,  he  would  take  the  liberty  to  say,  presented 
no  question  on  the  subject  of  a  National  Bank 
which  it  was  either  expedient  or  necessary  to 
discuss,  but  the  discussion  of  which,  he  conceived, 
could  only  produce  an  useless  waste  of  time. 
Had  that  report  presented  a  gjeneral  view  of  the 
reasoning  and  principles  relative  to  such  institu- 
tions, he  would  not  have  troubled  the  House 
with  the  observations  he  intended  to  make ;  but, 
by  an  examination  of  it,  it  appears  that  after  the 
delay  of  many  days'  debate^  we  sboaki  be  no  nearer 
a  decision  on  the  qnestions  the  fate  of  the  meas- 
ure would  turn  on,  than  when  we  commenced. 
My  object,  said  Mr.  L,,  is,  therefore,  to  place  the 
inquiry  on  the  broader  ground  of  general  pro- 
priety, and  to  endeavor  to  present  some  views  of 
the  mode  in  which  the  establishment  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank  may  be  best  carried  into  effect,  and 
show  how  th«  question  of  constitutionality  in 
establishing  iL  has  no. application  to  us  here.  On 
a  reference  of  a  similar  petition  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  we  have  been  furnished  with  a 
report  in  detail,  in  which  the  utility  of  a  bank 
has  been  urged  principally  on  four  grounds :  1. 
Safe-keeping  of.pnblic  moneys;  2.  Transmission 
of  public  moneys;  3.  Collection  of  the  revenue; 
4.  Loans ;  beiog  in  this  respect  a  ready  resource, 
as  experience  had  shown. 

The  Seoretaiy  of  the  Treasury,  hi  the  report 
alliHied  to,  fixed  the«moant  of  a  capital  to  which 
«  'National  Baalt  mieht  -safely  be  extended,  at 
tl^irty  millions  of  dolnirt.  The  reasons  for  an 
«p^nioB  that  soch  an  anount  of  capital  might  be 
created  ttnd  safely  acted  on,  are  not  stated,  but,  I 
think,  may  readihr  be  conceived.  If  we  look 
back  to  the  state  of*^  this  country  in  the  year  1791, 
when  the  United  States  Bank  Company  was 
established  with  a  capital  of  ten  millions  of  dol- 
lars, all  of  which  was  immediately  taken  up,  and 


io  anxioMly  sought  for  that  atoek  rose  to  fifity  or 
more  per  ceat.  above  par,  we  cannot  doubt  dnt 
an  equal  facility  would  be  foand  at  the  pfNeot 
time  in  creating  a  bank  with  a  capital  of  ihree 
times  that  amount;  indeed,  scarcely  a  doubt  can 
exist  but  that  it  might  ihen  have  been  established 
on  60  extended  a  JMisis.  The  uses  for  circulatioe 
medium  have,  since  that  time,  certainly  increasd 
in  more  than  a  three-fold  ratio— adverting  to  the 
state  of  commerce  and  manufactures^  of  interotl 
improvement  and  expenditure.  It  is,  howerer, 
not  easy,  I  will  acknowledge,  to  fix  on  the  qou- 
tity  of  circulating  n»edium  required  by  tbesute 
of  society  in  the  United  States;  It  may  oot  be 
possible  to  furnish  any  satisfactory  data  on  wfaieh 
this  qtumlwn  shoald  be  decided.  A  reference  to 
the  state  of  circulation  in  other  coantries  najr, 
indeed,  serve  to  show  that  we  have  aot  yet  expe- 
rienced'an  excess.  * 

In  the  United  States,  it  is  conjectured  tbat 
there  may,  at  this  time,  be  banks  of  a  public  and 

grivate  kind  together,  to  the  amount  of  960,000,- 
00.  The  addition  proposed  in  the  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and,  also,  in  the  plan 
I  am  about  to  submit,  would  be  $20,000,000, 
making  in  all  #80,000.000  of  bank  capital  io  the 
United  States.  In  England,  a  country  with 
whose  internal  affairs  we  are,  perhaps,  next  to 
our  own,  best  acquainted,  we  are  told  by  their 
writers  on  economy,  there  is  in  existence,  iDcIo* 
dinff  the  chartered  bank,  a  bank  capital  equal  to 
six  nundred  millions  of  dollars,  which,  alfowiag 
the  population  to  be  about  nine  millions,  (tM 
jome  say  less.)  would  give  a  portion  of  more  tbaa 
•ixty-eix  dollars  to  each  head.  In  the  Uaiud 
States,  our  free  population  is,  perhaps,  about  six 
millions  at  this  timie,  giving  a  portion  of  thirteea 
dollars  and  ooe-third  to  each  head.  Boglaod  n 
a  commercial  nation,  it  is  true,  but  much  of  ic 
consists  in  external  commerce,  in  condvetiDg 
which,  bank  paper  cannot  be  usled,  and  in  some 
of  the  most  extensive  branches  of  which,  the  w« 
of  specie  operates  against  the  success  of  baoliog 
institutions.  In  the  United  States,  the  exporta- 
tion of  our  products  haj»  always  been  greatly 
aided  by  the  facilities  afforded  merchants  in  the 
purchase  of  it  through  the  means  of  the  BaoES- 
Our  bank  paper  here,  is  employed  then  directly 
in  the  purposes  of  the  most  substantial  and  bene- 
ficial obiects  of  external  commerce.  Io  England, 
the  banks,  it  is  said,  afford  great  accommodations 
to  the  manufacturers  by  wans,  but  little  to  the 
merchant,  unless  in  discounts  of  bills  of  exchange, 
and  other  real  transactions.  Should  our  manu- 
factures continue  to  increase,  we  shalLio  coo* 
ducting  them,  have  use  for  an  increased  circutt- 
tioo,  and  in  addition  to  the  nature  of  the  ^^^^ 
they  have  in  England  for  carrying  on  those  works, 
we  want  an  amount  of  circulation  for  the  p^^ 
pose  of  eoMsttueting  them. 

But  OB  tius  siibjeet  1  forbear,  at  present  to  eo- 
large.  I  ahoald,  as  it  is  a  question  tnfolrea  ib 
Qoeertainty,  he  willinff  to  rely  en  the  opioion  not 
yet  ooBtradicted.  of  the  capacity  of  the  eoa^ 
10  bear  an  eetabliehaieBt  of  a  National  Ban*  ^ 
the  amount  of  $80,000,000.    If  an  evM  is  ^op- 
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Msed  to  exist  from  the  eztension  of  bank  capkal, 
ipresame  it  will  be  fooDd  to  be  Id  the  Duraerous 
iBstitotioDs  of  the  kiod  which  have  been  per- 
oaitted  to  be  established  without  the  sanction  of 
hw;  ao  evil  which  it  is  not  difficult  to  demon- 
itiate  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank  on 
Ilk  extensive  capital  would  ha?e  a  certain  ten- 
dencf  to  obviate. 

Having  premised  thescTgeneral  observattons  on 
the  important  subject  of  a  National  Bank^  I  will 
proceed  to  present  to  the  House  a  plan,  or  rather, 
a  varied  view  of  a  plan,  on  which,  or  some  of 
which,  soeh  an  establisnment  might,  perhaps, 
moat  advantageously  be  erected.  In  domg  so,  I 
bfg  it  maj  be  considered  that  I  feel  by  no  means 
confident  that  I  present  the  best,  or  even  the  most 
practicable  mode  of  efiecting  this  purpose.  It 
may  lead,  however,  to  inquiry,  and  when  the 
ability  of  this  House  shall  seriously  engage  in 
the  task,  do  doubt  can  remain  of  its  aocompiisbo 
meatr  I  therefore  proceed  to  submit  the  follow^ 
lag  plan  of  a  National  Bank,  witii  a  capital  not 
to  exceed  $30,000,000: 

Fund  1.  $10,000,000  in  stock,  which  the  Qov- 
emineDt  may  immediately  create,  receivable  in 
iobscHptions  to  the  National  Bank,  when  the 
books  shall  be  opened  in  March,  1811.  This 
slock,  after  that  date,  to  bear  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent,  and  let  it  be  optional  with  the  holder  to 
sabaeribe  it  to  the  National  Bank  or  not 

[I  shall  presently  show  that  this  fdnd  would 
probably  be  worth  at  least  $2,000,000  to  the  Uni- 
ted Sutea,  independei>t  of  the  accommodation 
the  loam  would  furotsh.] 

Fund  2.  $6,000,000,  to  be  subscribed  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Slates,  payable  in  ten  annual 
instaimenis,  bearing  an  interest  of  three  per  cent. 

[This  fund,  I  shall  show,  would  be  worth  about 
$1200,000  to  the  United  States.] 

Fund  3.  $10,000,000,  payable  one-half  in  spe- 
cie, the  other  half  in  six  per  cent,  stock  of  the 
Oaited  States,  either  that  already  in  existence,  or 
sack  as  the  United  States  might  create  before  the 
books  were  opened.  This  fund,  payable  one- 
fourth  at  the  time  of  subscription,  the  balance  in 
tkraaeqQal  inaialmeau  of  ninety  days  each,  or 
by  the  United  States  Bank  Company,  or  the 
Slates,  if  more  eligible. 

Ptwd  4.  $4,000,000,  to  be  subscribed  for  or  not, 
as  the  stockholders  should  determine  at  any  time 
afiar  the  first  meeting,  on  the  terms  of  the  last 
Beatfoned  item,  or  by  the  banks  in  the  District 
of  Colvmbia,  if  thev  choose. 

Aad  before  I  prodled  to  comment  on  the  nature 
of  these  funds,  I  will  take  the  other  view  I  have 
Bteatioaed  of  the  third  and  fourth  constitfmit 
foads. 

The  third  item  of  funds  might  be  changed  in 
ysrt,  or  the  whole,  by  admitting  the  Company  of 
tW  United  States  Bank  to  sul^ribe  their  whole 
Mock,  or  ool^r  so  much  thereof  as  is  held  by  citi- 
t»ts.  Id  either  case,  the  amount  subscribed 
>teld  be  paid  one  half  in  specie,  and  the  other 
Win  good  debu  dee,  or  to  become  due  in  sixty 
or  siaety  days  from  the  time  of  subscription,  en- 
imed  by  the  President  and  Dtireetors  on  behalf 


of  the  company.    The  old  certificates  of  stock* 
shall  be  surrendered  and  new  ones  taken. 

And  the  fourth  item  of  funds  might  be  changed, 
and  the  sum  of  $4,000,000  be  subscribed  in  like 
manaer  as  that  last  mentioned,  by^  the  diflferent 
banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  or  such  of 
them  as  the  stockholders  of  those  institutions 
might  choose  should  contribute  their  funds. 

But  if  the  commissioners  who  shall  be  anpoint- 
ed  to  reoeive  subscriptions  to  the  National  jBa&k| 
should  not  be  notified  of  the  intention  of  ^  the 
banks  of  the  United  States,  and  the  banks  of  the 
District,  or  such  of  them  as  choose  to  incorporata' 
their  stock  with  the  National  Bank,  within  three 
days  afker  the  books  to  receive  subscriptions  are 
open,  and  the  terms  of  subscription  actually  com* 
plied  with  in  thirty  days  from  that  time,  they 
shall  receive  subscriptions  in  the  maaner  men*, 
tioned  in  the  third  item  of  funds,  to  the  amount 
of  ten  oHlltons,  or  for  so  much  as  the  said  sub* 
scriptioas  on  the  yiart  of  that  company  shall  fall 
short  of  ten  millions. 

The  said  banks,  or  such  of  them  as  accede^o 
the  terms  proposed,  may  continue  for  a  limited 
time,  not  exceeding  five  years,  the  loans  for  the 
balance  of  the  debts  due  them  under  their  pres^ 
ent  establishments;  granting,  however,  no  new 
loans,  not  even  for  the  interest  on  such  debts,  nor 
issuing  any  new  bank  notes.  This  provision,  to* 
ffether  with  that  for  receiving  the  notes  or  bills 
discounted  in  part  payment  for  the  new  slock^ 
would  certainly  be  sufficient  to  prevent  any 
danger  of  distress  to  the  customers  of  the  pre»> 
ent  banks,  from  the  denial  of  accommodation* 
Should  it  be  deemed  best  to  exclude  foreigners 
from  holdiae  stock  in  the  National  Bank,  if  the 
Company  of  the  United  States  Bank  should  ac* 
cede  to  the  terms  proposed,  the  most  ample  jus« 
tice  would  be  done  them  by  giving  them  a  limited 
time  to  disp6se  of  it  to  our  citizens,  or  to  eiohaage' 
it  lor  the  debt  of  the  United  States,  which  thera 
would  be  no  danger,  bat  an  increased  safety  firom  - 
their  holding.  ^ 

This  plan  centemidates  the  establishment  of 
the  mother  bank  within  the  Distriot  of  Colam* 
bi%  with  such  a  portion  of  the  capital  as  might 
be  found  convenient,  and  the  establisbment  of 
branches  in  the  most  advantageoos  situations^  in 
the  States,  with  the- consent  of  the  States,  as. 
already  ^iven  in  most  of  them;  for,  so  far,  it  is 
Immaterial  whether  the  present  United  States 
Bank  Companv  accede  to  the  proposal  or  not,  for 
the.  existing  cnartev  of  the  United  States  Bank 
ceasing  to  operate  by  the  laws  which  haire  been 
passed  in  the  several  States  authorising  those 
estabtishmeats  for  the  accommodation  of  the^- 
Gkneral  Government,  the  right  would  be  con** 
sidered  aaalready  transfierred,  and  in  those  States . 
where  410  such  establishments  have  been  madey 
little  doubt  could  be  entertained  of  a  permission 
to  establish  branches  of  a  hank  which  should  pa^* 
take  less  of  the  quality  of  a  monopoly  and  be 
better  calculated  for  the  general  purposes  of  good 
to  the  country.  I  will  only  here  observe  tfiat  I 
do  not  mean  that  the  United  States  could  claim 
for  their  National  Bank  tba  property  now  -spcN 
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ciaily  vested  id  the  present  compaDf,  but,  that  the 
riffht  of  that  company  to  exercise  the  permission 
of  the  States  will  cease  with  their  charter,  and 
to  this  right,  but  not  their  property,  the  United 
States  would  succeed  in  any  change  of  the  mere 
institution.  This  is  a  legal  question,  which,  I 
hare  no  doubt,  can  be  here  supported,  should  a 

rrogress  in  this  business  render  it  necessary.  If 
am  correct,  no  Constitutional  question  on  the 
right  of  this  Groyernment  to  create  a  body  corpo- 
rate need  to  be  discussed.  It  is  admitted  to  exist 
as  it  respects  this  District,  where  the  mother  bank 
would  be  established,  and  had  not  the  States  al- 
ready granted  it,  no  doubt  ought  now,  more  than 
in  the  year  1791,  to  be  entertained  of  their  per- 
mission. The  resolution  submitted  by  the  com- 
mittee on  the  |)etition  of  the  United  States  Bank 
Company  was  intended  to  present  this  question  of 
constitutionality;  and  were  we  now  compelled, 
for  the  first  time,  to  discuss  the  direct  point  of 
constitutionality,  as  in  1791, 1  should  say  the  mi- 
nority on  that  occasion  urged  unanswerable  ob- 
jections ;  but  the  people  have  sanctioned  the  pow- 
er, the  States  have  recognised  it  by  their  laws,  (I 
speak,  at  least,  of  Virginia,)  Congress  has  subse- 
quently acted  on  it,  courts  have  made  decisions 
on  it,  punishments  nave  been  inflicted  in  support 
of  it,  and  the  financial  department  of  our  Gov- 
ernment has  not  propounded  a  doubt  as  supposed 
to  exist.  Avoiding,  therefore,  any  argument  on 
this  question,  as  unnecessary  from  the  mode  of 
establishing  this  bank,  as  from  the  already  ex- 
pressed assent  of  the  people  and  of  the  States  to 
the  exercise  of  the  power,  I  will  confine  my  re- 
marks to  the  part  of  the  subject  which  may  be 
considered  financial,  and  endeavor  to  explain 
more  specially  the  nature  of  the  funds  of  which 
the  new  National  Bank  is  proposed  to  be  consti- 
tuted, premising,  however,  that  the  modifications, 
which  in  any  of  the  ways  proposed,  or  in  any 
other  which  a  committee  might  think  proper  to 
adopt)  would  be  a  subject  of  subsequent  discus- 
sion ;  and,  as  to  fund  number  one,  should  the  state 
of  the  finances  render  it  necessary  to  use  the 
whole  of  this  fund  immediately,  it  is  probable, 
from  the  best  accounts,  it  would  produce  a  sum 
not  less  than  913,000,000. 

Let  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  under  the 
direction  of  the  President,  be  authorized  to  open 
subscriptions  in  the  principal  cities  for  this  loan. 
The  stock  thus  receivable  in  subscriptions  to  the 
National  Bank  be  sold  to  the  best  bidder.  The 
information  of  the  most  intelligent  men  assures 
us  that  the  United  States  can  borrow  money  to 
the  amount  of  $50,000,000.  When,  therefore, 
a  mode  of  creating  stock  is  devised,  which  shall 
insure  six  per  cent.,  and  the  option  of  investing 
it  in  the  National  Bank,  no  doubt  can  be  enter- 
tained of  a  ready  sale  at  an  advance  of  twenty 
per  cent,  on  the  principal,  which  would  add  a 
clear  sum  to  our  Treasury  of  $2,000,000.  Many 
gentlemen  with  whom  I  have  conversed  on  this 
subject,  think  forty  per  cent,  would  be  obtained 
on  the  principal,  making  a  clear  sum  of  $4,000,- 
000.  Let  it  be  estimated,  however,  at  $2,000,000, 
and  I  will  aay  nothing  either  of  the  aavantage 


the  United  States  would  enjoy  by  the  advance  of 
the  money  they  might  want  till  March  1811, 
without  interest,  although  that  might  be  worth 
something  considerable.  We  have  already,  and 
are  daily  now  in  the  practice  of  setting  up  public 
contracts  to  the  best  bidder ;  no  objection,  there- 
fore, exists  to  the  principle,  it  is  presumed. 

But  if  the  United  States  should,  from  a  resto* 
ration  of  neutral  rights  and  a  successful  com- 
merce, or  by  a  continuation  of  peace,  not  require 
so  large  a  sum,  any  part  which  the  Treasorf 
might  not  want,  might  not  be  sold  till  the  boob 
were  open,  when  it  would  sell  probablv  at  a  still 
greater  advance ;  or,  in  case  we  should  be  disap- 
pointed in  the  sale  of  stock  as  contemplated,  any 
part  of  this  item  not  taken  up,  mi^ht  be  trans- 
ferred to  fund  number  two,  with  this  difiereDce, 
that  such  part  of  the  transferred  fund  as  the  Uoi- 
ted  States  might  take  should  be  chargeable  with 
an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  instead  of  three  per 
cent.,  under  the  idea  that  the  United  States  oaghi 
not,  in  justice,  nor  would  the  institution  probablf 
bear  an  advantage  of  so  great  magnitude  as  would 
be  ffiven  us  by  taking  so  large  a  portion  of  the 
stock  on  such  terms.  At  six  per  cent.,  the  stock 
would  be  worth  something  to  the  United  States^ 
and  might  be  readily  sold  at  an  advance,  while 
the  debt  of  the  United  States  to  the  bank  beariog 
this  interest  might  be  sold,  at  least,  at  par.  Or, 
the  balance  of  this  fund,  in  the  event  of  its  Dot 
beinff  sold,  might  at  once  be  transferred  to  fund 
number  three,  and  a  smaller  portion  of  specie  be 
required  to  be  paid  on  the  whole  fund  so  uuited, 
and  in  either  way^  provision  be  made  for  ihe 
States  to  subscribe,  if  they  thought  proper. 

Fund  number  two,  forms  a  very  important  por- 
tion of  interest  to  the  United  States,  it  wiH 
give  to  the  Government,  on  the  fairest  principles 
of  justice,  a  claim  to  a  share  in  the  adminisiW' 
tion  of  the  bank.  It  may  be  asserted,  and  prored 
to  be  necessary  in  a  peculiar  degree,  from  our 
relative  situation  with  foreign  nations,  particu- 
larly if  the  capital  is  a  large  one,  and  the  \^ 
of  continuance  for  the  charter  considerable.  Spe- 
cific propositions  on  this  part  of  the  subject  rnwj 
be  reserved,  however,  for  the  details  of  */fP^ 
or  a  bill.  I  have  before  glanced  at  some  of  them. 
The  fund  itself  will  produce  to  the  United  States, 
annually,  ratine  dividends  of  the  bank  at  eight  pet 
per  cent.,  (a  fraction  less  than  they  have  trerj 
aged,)  the  sum  of  $300,000,  which  would  bcequn 
to  the  discharge  of  half  the  instalments  m  p"0- 
cipal.  The  whole  gross  sum  received  ^^^^^z^, 
stock  in  ten  years,  would  ^  probably  two 
P,000,000;  but  the  three  per  cent,  would  be  ex- 
tinguished every  year  for  a  tenth  part,  wbic  , 
rating  money  at  the  value  of  five  per  cent,  ooyj 
would  produce  a  bonus  to  the  Gfovernment  i 
this  item  of  an  additional  $1,200,000,  making  h 
really  worth  to  us  $4,200,000,  on  the  inoit  moo- 
erate  and  unfavorable  mode  of  calculation. 

Thus  these  two  items  would  be  worth  towc 
United  States  at  least  $6,200,000.     But  H  w«^ 
stock  was  not  sold,  as  contemplated  by  ^°^°  i 
item,  it  would  probably  be  worth  lUU^J**  ""^ 
the  time  of  subscription  than  now* 
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The  ooe-half  of  food  Dumber  three,  m\%\ki 
also  be  applied,  io  ease  an  intermediate  call  of  an 
extraordinary  kind  for  money  should  take  place 
from  war,  or  a  further  embarrassment  ot  our 
commerce,  in  aid  of  the  revenue,  by  authorizing 
stock  to  be  issued  in  similar  manner  to  number 
one ;  with  this  difference,  that  it  should  be  received 
for  ooe-balf  of  the  subscription,  and  the  balance 
in  cash,  by  instalments.  This  alternative  miffht 
be  made  subject  to  the  determination  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  Bank  Company,  to  be  ascertained  in 
a  limited  time,  whether  it  would  subscribe  its 
stock  in  the  manner  I  have  before  mentioned,  or 
such  portion  of  it  as  Congress  may  think  proper 
to  admit,  distinguishing,  if  we  thought  proper, 
between  the  holders  of  it  who  at  the  time  of  sub- 
senption  are  citizens,  and  those  who  are  foreign- 
en.  So  far,  however,  in  any  way,  as  the  sub- 
scription should  be  made  on  the  .part  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  it  would  certainly  be  at- 
tended with  a  loss  to  the  Uoited  States. 

If  the  whole  funds  should  not  be  subscribed, 
independent  of  (he  fourth  item,  in  thirty  days 
after  the  books  open,  the  directors  may  close  them 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  five  vears^  or  not,  as 
the?  find  most  proper,  unless  otnerwise  ordered 
by  law. 

An  institution  thus  established  at  the  seat  of 
Government,  tinder  the  eye  of  its  Administration, 
in  the  management  of  which  the  nation  itself 
would  enjov  a  just  proportion,  from  the  interest 
it  would  bold  in  its  funds,  would  claim,  and  merit 
the  confidence  of  the  people  and  of  the  world. 
It  would  DO  longer,  when  under  such  control,  be 
unsafe  to  permit  it  to  deal  in  the  public  securities 
of  the  country ;  it  would  be  rendered  the  most 
convenient  and  happv  instrument  for  the  preser- 
vation of  public  creait ;  it  would  be  the  means 
of  afibrdinff  every  facility,  under  proper  regula- 
tions, which  might  be  required  in  times  the  most 
dwtressing  to  our  finances.  Lei  me  not  be  under- 
stood to  say,  that  this  capital,  or  any  very  large 
SrtioB  of  It,  would  be  necessary  at  the  seat  of 
»venioient ;  on  the  contrary,  no  diminution 
would  probably  be  auflfered  by  the  branches  from 
that  portion  they  now  hold.  The  Bank  of  the 
United  States  at  Philadelphia  would,  as  a  branch, 

Crhaps.  wield  the  capital  it  does  now  as  a  mother 
ak.  But,  sir,  other  branches  might  be  erected, 
the  fond  would  stand  a  better  chance  to  have  a 
direction  for  the  public  good.  In  times  of  peace 
aad  prosperity  larse  sums  would  be  accumulated, 
bcfond  the  possible  operations  of  the  SinkiDg 
Fund ;  would  not  these  be  best  applied  then,  in 
union  with  the  funds  for  internal  improvements, 
or  at  least,  in  aid  of  them  ?  It  would,  sir,  be  the 
work  of  a  whole  dav  to  enumerate  the  certain 
benefits  which  would  result  to  the  people  of  this 
country  from  the  operation  of  this  svstem.  Shall 
we,  then,  throw  away  these  fiatterlog  prospects 
the  present  period  presents  for  such  an  establish- 
ment? Shall  we  five  away  more  than  six  mil- 
lions of  the  peoples  property — for  they  have  a 
property  in  the  advantages  our  situation  pre- 
lent*— and  take  the  pitiful  sum  of  one  million 
two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  all,  the 


Secretarv  of  the  Treasury  informs  us,  this  com- 
pany called  the  United  States  Bank  can  give  us? 
Shall  we  pour  into  the  lap  of  this  rich  Dutch  and 
English  company,  for  so  it  is  by  a  majority  of 
three-fourths,  these  immense  advantages,  by  con- 
tinuing to  them  the  monopoly  of  this  important 
branch  of  our  resources  ?  Can  justice  to  those 
we  represent  sanction  it?  Does  justice  to  that 
company  ?    But  1  forbear. 

I  beg  leavcj  now  sir,  to  submit  the  resolution 
for  inquiring  into  the  propriety  of  establishing  a 
National  Bank,  for  there  is  none  now  in  exist- 
ence, whatever  might  once  have  been  thought  of 
the  institution  called  so^  while  we  had  a  share  in 
its  funds;  but  never,  in  my  opinion,  properly 
called  so,  as  the  nation  never  had  a  voice  in  its 
management,  or  any  efficient  control  whatever 
over  it. 

I  ask  a  reference  of  the  resolution,  and  should 
certainly  have  asked  its  reference  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  had  I  not  observed  that  it  is 
stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee  I  have  al- 
luded to,  that  he  had  already  made  a  report,  to 
which  he  referred,  and,  I  presume,  could  only 
ag;ain  refer.  It  is,  then,  left  for  us  to  institute 
this  great  inquiry,  nor  oo  I,  in  the  least,  appre- 
hend that  the  nation  will  not  here  fina  a  suf- 
ficient fund  of  knowledge  and  experience  on  the 
subject  to  promote  and  enforce  their  interests  by 
the  most  correct  measures. 

Mr.  Love  then  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolvedt  That  it  is  expedient  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  establishing  a  National  Bank. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  to  whom  is  committed 
the  report  of  a  select  committee  on  the  memorial 
of  the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERC0UR8E. 

The  bill  concerning  commercial  intercourse, 
dbc.  having  been  returned  from  the  Senate  with 
amendments,  (viz:  striking  out  all  but  the  first, 
second,  and  twelfth  sections^ 

Mr.  Dawson  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole.    Negatived — ayes  35. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  was  always  disposed  to 
treat  the  Senate  with  due  respect ;  but,  after  the 
extraordinary  amendments  they  had  made  to  the 
bill,  he  thought  the  House  ought  not  to  precipi- 
tate a  decision  on  it.  He,  therefore,  moved  to 
postpone  it  till  Saturday. 

Mr.  Dawson  said  he  wished  to  propose  to 
amend  the  amendment  of  the  Senate ;  and,  as  the 
House  had  refused  to  commit  the  bill,  he  hoped  a 
postponement  would  take  place. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  had  no  objection  that  the 
bill  should  lie  over  until  to-morrow;  but  there 
was  a  loud  call  on  the  House  for  an  immediate 
decision  on  it.  The  bill  has  had  a  long  journey, 
and  travelled  slowly.  Speculations  are  going 
on  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other. 
Those  who  were  in  the  secret,  and  who  may  now 
be  in  the  secret,  as  to  the  eventual  fate  of  the  billf 
will,  if  the  bill  be  postponed,  have  a  further  time 
to  prey  on  society.    I  would  put  by  every  other 
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bus'iDess  till  this  is  decided  on.  Postponin|^  it 
would  be  trifling  witti  the  feelings  of  the  nation. 
I  am  not  for  imiiatingf  the  slow  and  strange  pro- 
gress this. bill,  somehow  or  other,  has  travelled 
elsewhere. 

Mr.  Gold  perfectly  concurred  in  opinion  With 
Mr.  T.,  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  be  postponed 
so  long  as  proposed^  It  could  not  be  said  that, 
during  the  former  discussion  of  the  billj  every 
member  had  not  an  opportunity  of  taking  every 
view  of  the  bill  of  which  it  is  susoepiible.  No 
further  delay,  therefore,  was  necessary. 

Mr.  Bacon  was  desirous  thai  the  bill  should  be 
postnoned,  but  only  till  to-morrow.  He  was  not 
wholly  prepared  to  vote  on  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate;  and  he  was  apprehensive  that  the 
section  of  the  bill  which  repeals  the  non-ioter- 
course  does  away  all  penalties  incurred  under  the 
embargo  law. 

Some  further  conversation  took  place  on  the 
motion  to  postpone.  Mr.  Key  did  not  construe 
the  provision  of  the  bill  as  Mr.  Bacon  did. 

Mr.  Macon  hoped  the  law  would  not  be  longer 
delayed  than  till  to-morrow.  If  the  bill  was  to. 
pass,  it  was  proper  to  pass  it  as  early  as  possible, 
in  order  to  place  the  hooest  and  scrupulous  mer- 
chant on  a  ground  of  equality  with  the  dishonest 
man  Who  feels  himself  unrestrained  by  the  laws 
of  the  country.  Every  day  it  was  delayed  would 
give  an  advantage  over  the  moral  to  the  immoral 
part  of  society. 

Mr.  Bibb  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  post- 
poning the  bill  even  till  to-morrow.  There  vras 
no  question  to  be  decided  on  which  every  mem- 
ber had  not  already  made  up  his  mind.  Although 
he  preferred  the  bill  as  it  went  to  the  Senate,  he 
should  vote  for  the  amendment  if  the  question 
were  now  taken. 

Mr.  Garobnisr  differed  from  Mr.  Bacon  as  to 
his  construction  of  the  law.  If  the  gentleman 
could  convince  him  that,  by  the  bill  as  it  now 
stood,  all  penalties  heretofore  incurred  would  be 
done  away,  he  should  certainly  be  against  all 
postponement  or  alteration  of  it.  When  an  of- 
fence, constituted  by  law,  is  done  away,  penalties 
should  go  with  it.  In  such  a  case  penalties  can 
only  be  enforced  for  the  sake  of  vengeance.  Mr. 
G.  said  he  should  hope  that  the  construction  was 
correct.  He  should  like  to  see,  this  22od  of  Feb- 
ruary, a  jubilee,  commemorated  by  a  release  from 
embargo,  non-intercourse,  dbc.,  that  nothing  might 
be  left  to  remind  this  happy  country  of  this  whole 
hostile  system. 

Mr.  Mumford  hoped  that  the  House  would 
come  to  i  decision  this  day^  for  |rrea€  speculations 
were  ^oing  on,  to  the  manifest  injury  of  the  hon- 
est citizens.  They  ought  to  know  what  they 
were  to  depend  on.  All  parts  of  the  Union  were 
looking  to  this  House  for  protection,  and  he  hoped 
it  would  be  given  to  them. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  was  also  against  postponement, 
and  wished  the  question  taken  this  evening,  to 
prevent  the  progress  of  speculations,  which  were 
ruining  the  agricultural  interest.  Was  it  inten  ded 
to  give  to  speculators  a  few  days  more  to  hunt  up 


produce  through  the  country  ?  He  asked,  in  be- 
half of  the  agricultural  people  of  this  country, 
that  the  House  would  no  longer  delay  a  decision 
of  this  question.  He  had  no  more  doubt  that  the 
bill  would  pass  as  it  came  from  the  Senate  than 
he  had  that  he  now  existed ;  and  why,  then, 
should  it  be  delayed? 

Mr.  Fi8K  said  be  viewed  the  bill  in  a  very  dif- 
ferent light  froni  that  in  which  it  appeared  to 
some.  The  consideration  of  speculators  had  no 
weight  with  him;  the  arfi^ument  that  merchants 
Were  waiting  to  make  shipments  had  as  little, 
for  it  was  worthy  of  consideration  tBat  Congress 
had  been  legislating  for  the  merchants  since  1805, 
and  that  every  measure  adopted  for  their  benefit 
had  been  opposed  by  them.  It  wfts  worthy  of  at 
least  twenty-four  hours'  reflection  when  a  new 
measure  was  proposed.  We  are  not  sent  here  by 
the  merchants,  said  he.  We  have  the  interest  of 
the  nation  to  consult,  and  while  the  merchants 
and  speculators  are  looking  to  our  measures  to 
see  how  they  may  terminate  a  bargain  to  the  best 
advantage,  for  which  i-eason  only  they  seem  to 
look  to  you  at  all,  the  nation  is  looking  at  your 
ineasurea.  And  we  owe  it  to  the  nation,  to  our 
constituents,  to  weigh  well  before  we  act. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  that  he  wished  at  least  one 
evening  for  reflection.  He  could  not,  with  the 
eenileman  from  Maryland,  say  how  other  mem- 
bers would  vote  on  the  question;  but  it  concerned 
himself  to  know  how  he  should  vote,  and  in  what 
manner  to  do  it  so  that  he  could  account  to  bis 
constituents  for  his  vote.  Would  gentlemen  see 
no  difficulty  in  changing  their  votes,  which  they 
had  so  often  recorded  on  their  journals,  merd? 
because  another  body  thought  differently?  It 
was  hard  that  a  few  hours'  reflection  couid  not 
be  allowed  to  those  who  required  it. 

Mr.  Love  was  astonished  at  the  desire  of  soms 
gentlemen  to  precipitate.  He  said  that  this  was 
the  first  time  ihef  question  had  been  presented  to 
the  House  dir^tly,  whether  they  would  humbly 
$ubmil.  Would  they  bow  down  the  knee  of  sob- 
mission  1  Qentlemen  must  recollect  with  what 
astonishment-  most  members  of  this  House  bad 
heard  of  the  amendments  adopted  by  the  Senate. 
For  his  part,  Mr.  L.  said,  he  could  not  account 
for  it  in  any  other  way  but  by  supposing  that  the 
l^resident  must  have  laid  before  the  Senate  trea^ 
ties  securing  our  commercial  rights.  And,  after 
so  unexpected  a  course,  was  the  House  to  be 
forced  into  a  decision  without  a  moment^  re- 
flection ? 

A  motion  was  now  made  to  adjourn,  and  nega- 
tived— yeas  49,  nays  79,  as  follows : 

Tbis— Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Esekiel  Baoon,  Jhv^ 
Bard,  Bnrwell  Baasett,  John  Brown,  Joseph  CalhooA* 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  James  Cox,  Willitm 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Wm.  Find- 
ley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gard- 
ner, Thomas  GhoUon,  jun.,  William  Helms,  Jamea 
Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Walter  Jones,  John  Lore,  Aa- 
ron Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Alextfider 
McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jer»- 
Viiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomav  Newton, 
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John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penniyl- 
▼ania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneuee,  Matthias  Richards, 
John  Roane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Ebenezer  Sealer,  John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
ThompMM),  Robert  Whitehiil,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Lemael  J.  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Wm. 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  William  A  Burwell,  William  Butler,  John 
Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamber- 
fin,  Epaphroditas  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  J  as. 
Cochran,  Howell  Cobb,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Joseph  De- 
sha, William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier, 
Da^id  8.  Garland,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Wm.  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heis- 
ter,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Rich- 
ard Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Wm.  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knick- 
erbadLer,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liyermore,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Liringston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archi- 
bald McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
ley,  Gurdon  8.  Mnmford,  Joseph  Pearson,  Beniamin 
Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Ross,  Adam  Seybcrt,  Daniel 
She^j,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Stanley,  William  Sted- 
man,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whit- 
man, James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  question  on  the  motioQ  to  postpone  till 
Saturday  was  taken  and  negatived. 

Mr.  W.  Alston,  wishing  time  to  reflect  on  the 
question  of  construction  raised  by  Mr.  Bacon, 
mored  lo  adjourn.    Negatived — 62  to  54. 

The  question  was  stated  on  concurring  with 
the  Senate. 

Mr.  Maoon  said  that  the  great  ground  on  which 
this  bill  bad  been  advocated  in  this  House,  was, 
that  it  would  keep  us  in  peace.  Everything  go- 
ing to  that  end  had  been  struck  out  in  the  Senate. 
He  said  it  was  well  understood  that  there  were 
two  parties  in  this  nation,  one  for  war  with  Brit- 
ain, and  one  for  war  with  France.  It  behooved 
those  who  wished  to  maintain  the  peace  of  the 
nation  to  stand  up  for  the  bill.  However  others 
might  give  up  their  opinions,  he  would  not.  As 
he  naeaot  not  to  be  driven  from  the  ground  he 
had  taken  and  supported,  of  neutrality  as  to  both 
belligereols,  be  meant  to  abide  by  the  bill  as  it 
went  from  the  House. 

Mr.  Ross  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate,  for  he  considered  the  bill  as  it  went 
from  the  House  as  not  calculated  to  assert  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  the  nation.  As  to  preserv- 
I  inj^  peace,  there  was  nothing  in  the  sections  re- 
tain^ which  was  calculated  to  irritate  or  disturb 
I  the  feelings  of  either  belligerent.  Therefore,  gen- 
tlemen desirous  of  preservinff  peace  had  nothing 
to  fear  from  voting  for  it.  it  had  been  allowed 
that  the  non-intercourse  was  a  nullity.  Why, 
then,  were  ^ntiemen  alarmed  at  this  shadow  of 
a  shade's  going  to  the  tomb?  He  thought  the 
last  section  retained  went  to  do  away  a  system, 
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the  doins^  away  of  which  would  be  the  precursor 
of  a  system  better  calculated  to  maintain  our 
rights.  Its  passage  certainly  would  not  prevent 
other  measures  from  being  adopted. 

A  motion  was  now  made  to  adjourn.  Nega- 
tived, 59  to  55. 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  he,  as  well  as  the  gentle- 
man from  North  Caroliqa,  (Mr.  Macon,)  was  for 
peace,  and  therefore,  in  that  respect,  he  and  the 
gentleman  were  of  the  same  opinion.  Mr.  D. 
declared  himself  decidedly  of  the  American  peace 
party ;  and,  therefore,  was  for  the  amendments  to 
the  bill,  because  they  certainly  could  not  produce 
a  war  with  either  belligerent. 

Mr.  Johnson  said  that,  connected  with  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  this  bill  had  come  to 
the  House,  he  would  as  soon  vote  for  a  proposi- 
tion to  tear  from  the  journals  of  the  Old  Con- 
gress the  Declaration  of  Independence  as  for  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate.  However  weak  the 
non-intercourse  might  be,  he  would  never  vote 
for  its  repeal  until  a  substitute  was  adopted.  He 
considered  that  if  the  bill  passed  as  amended,  it 
would  be  that  kind  of  submission  from  which 
the  nation  never  could  emerge.  With  his  con- 
sent this  Hall  should  never  be  polluted  by  the 
passage  of  such  an  act.  Were  he  certain  the 
roof  would  fall  and  crush  him  after  voting  against 
the  amendments,  he  would  not  hesitate  to  die 
with  his  vote. 

Mr.  FiSK  observed  that  he  did  not  rise  lo  fa- 
tigue the  House  with  a  detailed  speech.  It  had 
become  almost  an  offence  against  the  House  to 
mention  the  insults  and  injuries  this  nation  had 
received  from  the  belligerents.  But  a  few  weeks 
ago  a  resolution  came  from  the  Senate  apprizing 
the  House  of  their  sense  of  insolence  in  a  foreign 
Minister,  and  solemnly  pledging  the  resources  of 
the  nation  to  support  the  Executive  in  repellinc^ 
it.  And  now  these  amendments  to  the  bill  had 
been  received  from  the  same  body!  What  is 
the  effect  of  the  amendments?  To  repeal  every 
shadC)  to  destroy  every  pretence,  of  resistance  to 
this  system  of  aggression  of  the  belligerents — and 
why  is  this  to  be  done?  The  mercantile  interest  re- 
quires it — the  merchants  are  uneasy.  1,  for  one, 
sir,  am  tired,  and  the  nation  is  weary  of  this  sort 
of  reasoning.  In  what  a  dilemma  has  it  placed 
us  since  1805 !  Look  to  the  acts  of  Gk>vernment ; 
look  to  their  proceedings,  and  then  tell  me  if 
these  merchants  are  consistent.  Mr.  F.  took  a 
review  of  the  late  measures  of  G^ovemment,  and 
the  uniform  opposition  of  the  merchants.  Gen- 
tlemen might  say  that  the  repeal  of  the  non-inter- 
course law  was  to  make  way  for  something  more 
energetic.  Was  it  to  be  believed  that  those  who 
could  not  bear  to  see  a  few  merchant  vessels  con- 
fined in  our  harbors,  were  prepared  for  anything 
more  energetic  ?  Concur  in  these  amendments, 
said  he,  and  it  is  the  last  you  hear  of  resistance. 
I  would  as  soon  concur  in  surrendering  the  right 
of  Government  to  the  belligerents,  as  I  would 
vote  for  this  amendment. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  adjourn,  and  ear- 
ried— 61  to  57. 
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Friday,  February  23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter, 

Ordered,  That  the  Menage  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  of  the  9th  instant,  relating 
to  the  free  navigation  of  the  Mobile  river,  be  re- 
ferred to  Messrs.  Poindexter,  T.  Moore,  Poy- 
DRA8,  Stephenson,  Livingston,  Campbell,  and 
Cook,  to  consider  and  report  thereon  to  the 
House. 

Mr.  P.  B.  Porter,  from  the  committee  ap- 
pointed on  the  subject  of  internal  improvements, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  United 
States  bv  public  roads  and  canals.  [This  bill  is 
essentially  the  same  with  that  originally  reported 
by  Mr.  Pope  in  the  Senate.]  The  bill  was  twice 
read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Clopton,  from^the  committee  on  so  much 
of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  fortifications  of  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  made  a  detailed 
report,  stating  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee, it  was  unnecessary  at  this  time  to  appropriate 
any  additional  sum  for  that  purpose. 

MRS.  HAMILTON'S  CLAIM. 

This  being  the  day  set  apart  for  private  busi- 
ness, the  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton. 
Messrs.  Johnston,  Ross,  CIdincy,  Pitkin,  and 
FisK,  aclvocated  the  claim;  and  Messrs.  Alston, 
Ba9on,  Holland,  and  Root,  opposed  it. 

The  Committee  rose,  55  to  54,  at  half  past  four, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Qbolson  to  ad- 
journ over  to  Monday,  and  negatived — 61  to  40; 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  February  24. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ross,  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — 
yeas  10,  nays  61. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  LivermorEj  that 
the  House  do  now  resume  the  consideration  of 
the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting  the  commer- 
cial intercourse  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses:" and  the  question  being  taken  thereon, 
there  appeared — yeas  63,  na]^s  62. 

The  Speaker  declaring  himself  with  the  nays, 
the  question  was  lost. 

The  yeas  and  nays  are  as  follow : 

Ybas— Ezekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  Jamas  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  WiUiam  Hale,  Na- 
thaniel A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms, 
Jonathan  H.  Habbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St.  Loe 
Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  MiUior,  Thos. 


Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  NewboU,  Jofan 
Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman«  jr., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincj, 
John  Ross,  Dennis  Smelt,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stan- 
ley, William  Stedman,  James  Stephenson,  Lewia  B. 
Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K^. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheatofty 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  With- 
erspoon. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  junior, 
WiUiam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bansett, 
Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton, Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Crawfoid, 
Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joae^ 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Tindley,  Jonathan 
Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Banillai  Gannett,  Barent 
Gardenier,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  junior, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jacob  Hufly,  Bichard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jonas, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander  McKim,  J<^m 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thos.  Newton,  John  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthi- 
as Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thoe.  Sam- 
mons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thomp- 
son, George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robcvt 
Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

REVOLUTIONARY  CLAIMS. 

Mr.  Root  presented  the  memorial  of  William 
Barton  and  others,  of  the  State  of  Rhode  IsUtDd, 
praying  compensation  for  their  services  in  the 
Heyolution.  Mr.  R.  said  that  reports  had  here- 
tofore been  made  favorable  to  the  justice  of  the 
claim.  He  moved  now  to  refer  it  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole  which  had  under  con- 
sideration the  report  on  the  petition  of  Elizabeth 
Hamilton.  He  said  he  wished,  if  the  rampart 
which  defended  the  Treasury  Department  «ras 
to  be  broken  down,  that  others,  besides  Mrs.  Ham- 
ilton, should  be  admitted.  He  wished  also  to 
know  whether  the  zeal  which  gentlemen  dis- 
played in  favor  of  this  claim  was  a  general  zeal, 
to  break  down  the  barriers  of  the  limitation  law, 
or  whether  it  was  a  zeal  for  this  woman  alone. 

This  motion  produced  a  desultory  debate  of 
two  hours,  in  which  Messrs.  Root,  Smilie,  Loyb, 
Alston,  Soitthard,  Boyd,  and  Montoombrt, 
supported ;  and  Messrs.  Pitkin,  P.  B  Key,  Gar- 
denier,  Gholson,  Dana,  Lyon,  Qold,  Ross, 
Fisk,  and  Johnson,  opposed  the  motion.  The 
debate  turned  chiefly  on  a  comparison  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  two  claims.  The  great  objeetion  to 
the  reference  was,  that  it  was  an  unusual  coarse 
to  refer  a  petition  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
before  an  in?estigation  into  the  facts ;  and  that 
it  would  be  doing  injustice  to  both  claims  to  blend 
them  together. 

The  motion  was  negatired^yeas  62,  nays  ^, 
as  follows : 

YsAs— WflKs  Alston,  jr.,  WiUiam  And^frson,  David 
Bsrd,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  WiOiam  Bntler,  Joseph  Galhoan,  Mat* 
tiiew  Clay,  Jolm  Clapton,  Howell  Cobb,  Jamai  Caab- 
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niiy  Orehmid  Cook,  James  Oox,  Wflliun  Oniwibrd, 
Hmiy  Crkt,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  WHliam 
Findlcy,  M eshack  Prankim,  Barzilkii  Crannett,  Gideon 
GudBW,  Bavid  8.  Gariand,  PetiMrson  Goodwyn,  Wil- 
Earn  ifglmts  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hnftj,  William 
Kannedj,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion, 
Aleyandr  McKira,  John.Montgomeiy,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore^  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas 
Kewbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
PennsjlTMiia,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
Boot,  Bbenezer  Sage,  Thomae  Sammons,  Ebenezer 
SesiTer,  Adam  Sejbert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  Jolm  Smith,  Henrj  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  Johia  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  George  M. 
Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Burwell  Bassett,  Daniel 
BlaiydeD,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  John  C. 
Chamberlain,  Wm.  Ch^mberlin,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
moo,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  J<^  Dawson,  William  Ely, 
Jmaee  Emott»  John  W.  Eppes,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barent 
GeidenieT,  Thomas  Gholaon,  jr.,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
£dwin  Gnj,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  HaTen,  Dan- 
M  Hekter»  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonatthan  H.  Hob- 
Imid,  Skfaaid  Jai^son,  janior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Rich- 
aid  M.  Johneon,  Walter  Jones,  Philip  B.  K^,  Herman 
Kniokecbttcker,  Joseph  Lewis  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Li¥- 
CRBOie,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaaiel  Macon,  Vincent 
iCatthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee.  Plea- 
sant M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Gordon  8.  Mamford,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elie^a  R. 
Potter,  Jofliah  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Ross,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Dennis  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith, 
John  Stanley,  William  Stedman,  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Nidiolas  Yan  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K. 
Tan  Benaselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
and  James  Wilson. 


MoiiDAT,  February  86. 

Mr.  Babsett,  from  the  Committee  od  the  N«- 
mil  BfllablisbiDeiit,  made  «  furlher  report,  in  p&rt ; 
which  w«s  read,  and  refwred  to  a  Gommiltee  of 
the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  LovB  prceeated  a  petition  of  the  First  and 
SeeoDd  Chaabers  of  the  City  Counoil  of  Wash- 
Mgittt,  pcaving  for  an  exteosion  of  the  powers 
graated  Vyiitw  to  the  said  Coancil.— Referred  to 
ahe  Cooamittee  for  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Mf.  P.  B.  PoBTBR  presented  a  petition  of  sun- 
dry FrenehiahabitaDtsof  the  Territory  of  Miebi- 
ftto,  praying  that  the  Cfteoeral  Go^ernmeat  will 
eMKe  fe  be  translated  and  printed  in  the  French 
laonage,  such  taws  of  the  United  States  as  are 
mppucat>le  to  the  said  Territory,  together  with 
aoch  laws  as  ha^e  been  adopted  by  the  Territory 
aforesaid. — ^Referred  to  Messrs.  P.  B.  Porter, 
QjLBLAiTD.  and  McBrtdb,  to  consider  and  report 
thefeoo  to  the  House. 

Mr.  LovB,from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Cdombia,  preseated  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 
WaahiagtOD  Navy  Yard  Mechanical  Society; 
which  was  read  twice,  aad  committed  to  a  Com- 
wttae  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  aeit. 

Mr.  LovB,  from  the  same  committee,  also  pre- 
a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Fire  losovance 


Company  of  Alexandria ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Newton, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee. of  Commerce 
and  Manaractures  be  instructed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any,  and,  if  any,  what,  alterations  are  neces- 
sary to  be  made  in  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to 
establish  the  compensations  of  the  officers  em- 
ployed in  the  collection  of  the  duties  on  imports 
and  tonoage,  and  for  other  parposes,"  passed  the 
second  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety^aine;"  and  also,  in  the  aet,^ntitled 
^' An  act  relative  to  the  compensation  or  certain 
officers  of  thecustoms,  and  to  provide  for  appoint- 
ing a  surveyor  in  the  district  therein  mentioned,^ 
passed  the  twenty-seveoth  of  March,  one  thon- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  four;  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  JudgOi 
and  extending  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  citizens 
of  Madison  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory j'^ 
with  amendments.  The  Senate  have  also  passed 
a  bill,  entitled  an  act  to  extend  certain  privileges 
therein  mentioned  to  Joseph  Joshua  Dyster;"  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  concernine 
commercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and 
France  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes.  .  : 

Mr.  Mum  FORD  expressed  a  hope  that  the  iMise 
would  not  concur  in  the  amendments '  off  ttlh 
Senate;  for  they  had  struck  out  all  4b»t'patt'«C 
the  bill  which  was  good  for  anything.'^  GiWeMft- 
ment,  be  said,  was  instituted  for  the  |)rotieoffiiMl 
of  life,  liberty,  and  property.  If  the  House  aikfpb- 
ed  the  bill  as  amended,  they  abandoned  the  pt6» 
tection  of  property-^and  if  they  refcsed  to  pitf- 
tect  commerce,  the  liberty  of  the  citiaen  wocM 
also  be  unprotected,  as  it  had  been  violated  f^ 
seven  years  past.  He  said  he  himselfthad  been 
a  witness  of  the  lacaration  of  one  of  our  citizens 
in  such  an  inhuman  manner  that  he  had  expired 
under  the  last  oastigation  inflicted  on  him.  This 
was  in  punishment  for  an  attempt  to  regain  his 
liberty.  Property  afloat  on  the  ocean  could  be 
defended  by  insurance;  but  the  libertv  of  the 
citizen  could  not  be  insured.  Mr.  M.  called  upoti 
gentlemen,  in  the  name  of  the  seamen  who  looked 
to  the  Government  for  protection,  to  adopt  some 
measure  for  their  security.  His  system,  he  said) 
was  that  of  convoy.  It  was  not  a  system  of  to- 
day; his  opposition  to  the  bill  as  it  went  from  the 
House  haa  not  been  an  opposition  for  opposition's 
sake;  on  the  one  band,  he  had  opposed  it,  but  he 
bad  offered  a  substitute  on  the  other.  The  bill, 
as  amended,  Mr.  M.  said,  was  a  tacit  acknowled|^- 
ment  to  the  belligerents  that  we  have  been  all  la 
the  wrong  for  seven  years  past,  and  that  they 
have  been  wholly  right ;  and  in  proportion^as  we 
seceded,  they  would  certainly  aava&ce.     For 
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himself,  be  wanted  nothing  of  the  belligerents 
but  common  justice;  but,  if  tbe  nation  would  not 
assert  its  rights  at  this  time,  we  should  indeed 
become  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water. 
He  said  he  was  in  favor  of  the  embargo  origi- 
oallv — he  believed  it  a  wise  measure,  and  had 
no  doubt  it  had  saved  a  hundred  millions  of  dol- 
lars to  the  nation ;  and,  if  power  had  been  put  in 
the  hands  of  the  President  to  enforce  it,  there 
would  hare  been  none  of  the  smugelin^  which 
was  now  complained  of.  The  fault  lay  in  trust- 
ing too  much  to  the  perfectibility  of  human  na- 
ture. Laws  never  were  made  to  restrain  good 
men,  but  to  bind  rogues;  and  some  power,  therefore, 
was  necessary  to  carry  them  into  effect.  Mr.  M. 
quoted  the  Journals,  to  show  that  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  President  to  employ  the  naval  force 
to  enforce  the  embargo  had  been  postponed  in- 
definitely. He  mentioned  this,  because  the  vio- 
lation or  the  embargo  system  had  been  charged 
on  their  merchants  generally,  whose  character 
he  defended  from  a  charge  of  being  habitual  vio- 
lators of  the  laws.  There  might  be  bad  men 
amongst  them,  as  there  was  in  every  class  of 
society,  but  that  was  no  reason  to  impeach  the 
integrity  of  the  whole.  He  hoped,  before  tbe 
House  should  consent  to  the  amendments  to  the 
bill,  that  they  would  fall  upon  some  system  to 
defend  the  liberty  of  the  citizen.  He  said  he 
could  take  care  of  bis  own  property;  but  when 
he  returned  home,  he  could  not  bear  to  be  called 
on  by  tbe  fathers,  mothers,  and  relatives  of  these 
impressed  citizens,  to  know  what  had  been  done 
for  their  relief,  and  not  have  it  in  bis  power  to 
answer  them  satisfactorily. 
J  lAA&.LovB  declared  his  belief  that,  since  the 
iiiM'tiiation  of  the  Constitution,  the  American 
iGoairr'Q^^bad  never  been  called  upon  to  deliber- 
-ato/tiAJso  vitally  important  a  question  as  that 
mw  proposed  to  them,  which  in  fact  involved  a 
•d^liction  of  the  principles  of  the  Declaration  of 
Ifldependence.  He  said  he  had  not  been  a  warm 
«Hvocate  for  the  bill  as  it  went  from  this  House ; 
lie  had  thought  it  a  recession  from  the  high 
ground  heretofore  taken;  but,  as  returned,  it  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  bottomed  on  the  doctrine  of 
non-resistance  and  absolute  dependence.  Mr.  L. 
took  a  view  of  the  various  injurious  measures 
and  decrees  of  the  belligerents,  and  of  the  meas- 
ures adopted  by  the  United  States  in  consequence. 
Had  the  state  of  things  altered  since  these  measures 
were  adopted  ?  Had  there  been  the  least  relaxa- 
tion? He  quoted  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives  twelve  months 
ago,  when,  by  a  majority  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  to  two,  this  House  had  resolved  *'  that 
the  United  States  cannot,  without  a  sacrifice  of 
their  right^i,  honor,  and  independence,  submit  to 
the  late  edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France." 
And  now  it  was  proposed  to  submit  to  those  very 
edicts— yes,  to  go  beyond  that  submission— for, 
ainge  that  time,  the  nation  had  received  additional 
insults.  Mr.  L.  said  he  wished,  however,  more 
particularly  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
substantial  question  of  a  dereliction  of  the  spirit 
of  our  essential  rights  of  property  and  liberty. 


The  bill  as  sent  from  the  Senate,  now  merel] 
contained  that  resistance  which  the  Legislatur 
thought  proper  to  oppose  to  the  aggressions  o 
British  fleets  or  cruisers  entering  our  harbors 
and  committing  premeditated  or  wanton  assault 
and  violations  of  our  jurisdiction ;  but  container 
no  other  resistance.  If  the  House  were  to  acqai 
esce  in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  the  bil 
would  be  such  a  recognition  of  the  assumes 
rights  of  the  belligerents  as,  by  the  law  cf  oatioos 
could  never  hereafter  be  controverted.  He  sail 
it  was  a  principle  that  a  weak  nation,  when  ai 
irresistible  force  was  employed  to  aid  the  view 
of  a  greater,  could  submit  without  disgrace.  Bu 
was  that  the  situation  of  the  United  Slates' 
Should  it  be  left  to  posterity  to  say  that  thi 
present  generation  were  unable  to  support  theii 
riffhts,  when  thev  had  a  million  of  men  iot( 
whose  hands  muskets  and  bayonets  could  be  put 
and  a  solid  capital,  which  would  produce  fir( 
hundred  millions  of  dollars?  Posterity  might 
blush  for  the  degradation  of  the  present  genera- 
tion if  the  bill  passed,  but  could  not  ur^  io  theii 
excuse  tbe  plea  of  weakness.  The  prmciples  oi 
the  bill,  as  it  went  to  the  Senate,  were  tbe  lasl 
stage  on  this  side  submission.  If  resistance  bad 
never  been  attempted,  the  omission  would  doI 
bare  displayed  so  much  weakness  as  it  would 
now  to  withdraw  it.  What  would  be  the  conse- 
quence of  now  receding  from  resistance  ?  Ac- 
cording to  their  former  declarations.  Mr.  Lote 
said,  bv  such  conduct  the  House  would  ackoowl- 
edge  their  submission.  There  were  numerous 
instances  recorded  in  history,  which  tested  the 
position  that  non-resistance  sanctioned  usurpa- 
tion. What  was  the  fact  in  relation  to  the  rule 
of  '56?  It  was  then  for  the  first  time  that  Great 
Britain  had  advanced  the  principle  known  by 
that  name — and  what,  said  Mr.  L.,  do  the  writers 
of  the  present  day,  what  does  the  author  of  War 
in  Disguise,  tell  you  ?  Why,  that  neutral  Powers 
had  assented  to  the  principle  by  submitting  to 
its  application.  And,  if  we  now  adopt  the  amend' 
ments  of  the  Senate,  posterity  will  be  told  that 
we  recognised  and  sanctioned  the  principle,  be- 
cause we  submitted  to  it  in  practice. 

Mr.  L.  next  spoke  of  the  prices  of  produce,  ol 
which  so  much  was  said,  and  of  the  improbabil- 
ity of  their  being  better  until  tranquillity  should 
be  in  some  measure  restored  in  the  European 
world.  Could  the  United  States  remove  all  re- 
strictions on  lands,  could  they  restore  peace  ia 
Europe,  then,  and  not  till  then,  might  our  citi- 
zens enjoy  the  benefit  of  a  free  commerce.  U 
the  news  this  day  received  were  correct.  Great 
Britain  must  follow  the  example  of  France  io 
rescinding  her  decrees,  or  must  abide  the  conse- 
quences of  war  with  us.  If  she  does  not  want 
war  with  us,  he  said  she  would  promptly  recede, 
and  then  something  like  a  fair  price  for  produce 
might  be  expected.  But  it  was  useless  to  expect 
a  fair  price  while  England  was  the  only  nation 
with  whom  we  could  trade,  and  we  were  excite 
ded  from  intercourse  with  almost  all  the  ConU* 
nent. 

Before  he  was  called  upoa  to  repeal  the  doh- 
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intercourse,  Mr.  L.  said  he  wished  to  see  some 
measure  proposed  as  a  substitute  which  should 
sustain  the  houor  of  the  nation.  If  aujr  gentle- 
man would  bring  forward  a  proposition  which 
should  inclode  that  principle  of  resistance  to  the 
decrees  of  the  belligerents,  which  duty  to  Qod  and 
their  country  enjoined  on  them,  he  would  vote 
for  it.  It^  as  not,  said  he,  be  deluded  by  the 
idea,  that  after  we  pass  this  bill,  and  thus  prostrate 
the  honor  of  the  nation,  we  may  be  permitted  in 
another  way  to  express  our  opposition  to  the  in- 
jurious decrees.  No,  sir,  let  tnis  bill  once  be  rir- 
eted  on  us — we  may  waste  our  strength  in  mid- 
night sessions,  but  you  never  would  again  be  able 
to  place  the  country  in  the  honorable  attitude  in 
which  it  now  stands.  I  feel  an  abhorrence  for 
the  measure  in  the  point  of  ?iew  in  which  it  strikes 
my  mind.  If  I  knew  that  this  amendment  had 
been  advised  by  a  member  of  the  Administration, 
I  would  not  hesitate  to  give  my  vote  for  his  im* 
mediate  impeachment,  and  I  would  charge  him 
with  treason  against  the  liberties  and  indepen- 
dence of  bis  country  ;  but  the  motives  which  pro- 
duced it  must  be  nonorable.  Others  may  have 
despaired  of  successful  resistance.  But,  sir,  let 
us  follow  the  example  of  the  Father  of  his  Country. 
When  surrounded  by  the  battalions  of  the  enemy, 
and  watched  by  the  Tories,  did  he  despair  of  suc- 
cess? He  did  not.  Let  us  then  also  advance, 
and  not  retrograde,  as  proposed  by  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bibb  remarked  that  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  MtiMroRD,J  who,  now  the  em- 
bargo was  gone,  was  singing  hosannas  to  its  praise. 
was  the  first  in  the  House  who  suggested  the  total 
or  partial  repeal  of  that  measure.  The  object  of 
Mr.  Bibb's  rising  at  this  time  was  to  declare  that 
be  should  rote  against  the  amendments  of  the 
tSeoate,  contrary  to  an  intimation  before  given  to 
the  House,  because  he  understood  that  the  con- 
struction given  to  the  remaining  sections  was, 
that  they  repealed  all  penalties  incurred  under 
the  embargo  laws. 

Mr.  Gabdbnibr  declared  himself  much  pleased 
irith  the  amendments  of  the  Senate^  and  hoped 
they  would  be  concurred  in.  He  ridiculed  the 
idea  of  their  involving  submission ;  for,  he  said, 
that  the  bill  was  the  beginning  of  a  manly  resist- 
ance. Hitherto,  the  United  States  had  done  those 
things  which  the  belligerents  had  ordered  them 
to  do,  and  left  undone  those  things  which  they 
had  ordered  them  not  to  do.  He  wished  to  see 
thesfstem  changed.  There  could  be  no  rational 
objection  to  the  amendments.  Gentlemen  might 
liave  a  question  of  consistency  to  settle  with  them- 
selves, if  they  voted  for  them  ;  but  he  begged  of 
them  not  to  surrender  the  vital  interests  of  the 
country  to  the  preservation  of  their  reputation 
for  consistency ;  consistency  in  evil  could  produce 
no  benefit.  Nothing  but  folly  and  obstinacy,  he 
said,  could  urge  to  a  perseverance.  Qentlemen 
most  know  the  system  could  produce  no  good. 
Let  them  then  do  a  noble  act,  and  recede  at  once; 
it  will  be  a  sacrifice  of  their  own  consistency 
to  the  safety  of  the  country.  It  was  acknowl- 
edged on  all  hands  that  the  non-intercourse  ought 
to  be  repealed.    Mr.  G.  then  suggested  the  pro* 


prietv  of  passing  the  bill  as  amended,  and  reserr- 
ine  the  part  stricken  out  for  a  separate  bill.  Ves- 
sels were  waiting  at  a  great  expense,  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill,  to  go  to  sea,  yet  doubtful  of  the 
course  which  would  be  pursued.  Injury  must 
result  from  this  uncertain,  wavering  policy.  The 
citizens  of  this  country,  Mr.  G.  said,  had  more 
reason  to  be  afraid  of  the  restrictions  of  their  own 
Government  than  of  the  acts  of  ihe  belligerents. 
He  wished  an  a5surance  to  be  given,  by  putting 
an  end  to  these  restrictions,  that  commerce  should 
no  longer  sufier  interruption. 

Mr.  Ross  was  opposed  to  the  bill  as  it  went 
from  this  House,  for  he  thought  he  saw  in  it  not 
onlv  passive  but  active  submission.  He  thought 
he  nad  seen  in  it  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  that  the  Orders  in  Council  should 
be  adopted  as  part  of  the  laws  regulatins  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  Much  as  he  wished 
the  non-intercourse  repealed,  he  said  he  had  rather 
it  should  expire  by  its  own  limitation  at  the  end 
of  the  session  than  have  it  coupled  with  any  in- 
jurious restrictions.  He  therefore  moved  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  amendments 
to  the  bill  indefinitely. 

The  motion  was  negatived — yeas  39,  nays  81, 
as  follows : 

TiAi— Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Exekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  John  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoon,  EpaphroditiM 
Champion,  Matthew  Glaj,  John  Clopton,  William 
Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholpon,  jr.,  James  Holland,  Benja- 
min Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John 
Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Guidon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas 
Newbold,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Por^ 
ter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Eras- 
tus  Root,  John  Ross,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  8ey- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smith,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Thompson,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  and  Robert 
Weakley. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Borwell  Bassett,  Wm« 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  How^ 
Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox, 
Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  Jas.  Emott,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barent  Gar- 
denier,  David  S.  Garland,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thos.  R. 
Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Bar 
ven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Habbard,  Rtdiaid 
Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker» 
Jos.  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Robeil 
Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Wm.  MUnor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie, 
Thos.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  janior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Roane,  Ebe- 
nezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samael  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Star* 
ges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samael  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
Uri  Tragr,  George  M.  Troup,  Nicholas  Van  C^ke, 
ArchHrnld  Van  Horn,  KiOian  K.  Van  RensMlaer,  La- 
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bftn  WheatoD»  Robert  Whitehill,  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
Jmmes  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Bacon  observed  that  there  was  some  am- 
biguity in  the  bill  as  to  the  repeal  of  the  penalties 
incurred,  bat  not  yet  reoorered,  under  the  em- 
biTgo  laws.  It  could  not  be  the  intention  of  any 
one  that  a  doubt  should  exist  on  the  subject.  It 
was  sufficient  to  authorize  an  amendmeot,  that 
professional  men  of  respectable  talents  differed 
in  the  construction  of  the  terms  of  the  bill.  He 
therefore  moved  to  add  a  new  section,  as  follows : 
And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all  the  penalties 
and  forfeitures  which  may  have  been  incnrred  on  ac- 
count of  any  infraction  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo 
on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  the  acts  sapplementary  there- 
to, or  of  the  act  to  enforce  and  make  more  effectual  an 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  shall  and  may  be  recovered  and  distributed  in 
like  manner  as  if  the  said  acts  had  continued  in  full 
force  and  virtue. 

Messrs.  Dana,  Livermore,  Quinct,  Key,  and 
GoLn,  opposed  the  amendment,  all  appearing  to 
differ  from  Mr.  Bacon  as  to  the  construction  of 
the  law. 
The  amendment  was,  however,  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Eppes  said  it  would  be  recollected  that  on 
m  fornaer  cocasion  he  bad  expressed  a  williDgness 
to  abelNloii  the  re8trictiv«  system  for  the  purpose 
of  protecting  our  pronerty  by  an  efficient  force. 
Ndwithstaiiding  all  that  nas  been  said  about  re- 
strictive measures,  said  Mr.  E».  it  is  a  fact  that 
ibey  have  considercible  efi^ct ;  tnat  thej  ameiior- 
«ted  the  situation  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
we  stand  on  at  higher,  a  far  more  exalted  ground 
than  we  should  have  done,  bad  they  never  been 
adopted. .  What  was  the  situation  in  which  the 
United  States  were  placed  at  the  time  the  em- 
bargo was  laid?    At  that  time,  by  the  decrees  of 
the  belligerents,  our  whole  commerce  was  pros- 
trated ;  by  a  single  blow  our  exports  had  been  re- 
duced from  one  hundred  and  eight  millions  to 
seven  millions  annually.    But  not  that  alone. 
AmericaQ  produce  wassubiected  in  the  first  place 
to  go  to  Great  Britain,  and  in  the  next  place  to 
pay  a  very  heavy  transit  duty.    A nd,  sir,  although 
gentlemen  have  said  that  the  restrictive  system 
pioduoed  no  effect,  what  was  the  fact  ?    In  the 
year  in  which  trade  with  Eogland  was  wholly 
iDterdieted,  Great  Britaia  lost  in  her  exports  four- 
teen million  pounds  sterling.    And  it  is  believed 
to  be  a  fact  that  even  at  the  present  moment,  not- 
withstanding the  unprincipled  conduct  of  that 
Mttion.  three-fouirtbs  of  her  foreign  trade  is  still 
•  earriea  on  by  American  vessels— and  this  may 
be  a  reason  why  the  American  merchants  have 
affected  lo   view  with  indifference  what  a  few 
years  ago  would  liqve  been  the  greatest  boon  they 
would  ask.     What  did  the  bill  passed  by  this 
Hotrse  propose  ?    To  give  to  our  merchants  the 
exclpsive  carry  lEig  of  all  the  trade  of  the  country. 
And  why^  do  rhey  reject  it?    Because  they  are 
More  interested  in  carrying  British  goods  than  in 
carry  iDz  the  produce  of  their  own  country.    They 
had  rather  carry  tht3Se  fourteen  millions  sterling, 


to  add  to  the  strength  of  Great  Britain,  than  be 
employed  in  the  carryioff  of  our  own  produce. 

The  decrees  of  Great  Britain  have  been  varied 
since  the  embarso  was  laid,  and  their  pressure 
much  lessened  ;  but  what  is  the  actual  and  prac* 
tical  operation  of  them  as  they  now  stand  ?  The 
decrees  of  France  I  consider  as  equally  iniquitous^ 
but  totally  ineffectual  as  to  us,  as  they  are  as  to 
Great  Britain^aod  therefore  I  do  not  take  them 
into  account.  I  speak  of  that  system  which 
Great  Britain  can  and  does  enforce,  and  which 
goes  to  the  destruction  of  my  interest  as  an  agri- 
cultural man.  The  principle  of  the  November 
order  is  as  completely  abandoned  as  if  it  had 
never  been  issued.  What  was  its  principle?  To 
force  all  our  commerce  into  her  ports,  and  make  it 
pay  tribute.  What  is  its  principle  now?  That 
of  blockade,  which  fentiemen  on  the  other  side 
of  the  House  themselves  opposed  in  1793,  which 
in  the  Administration  of  Washimgton  was  eoi»- 
sidered  a  daring  and  base  attack  on  the  righu  of 
the  country.  Of  the  tobacco  which  is  made  in  the 
Southern  country,  fourteen  thousand  hogsheads 
are  consumed  in  Eogland,  the  remainder  m  Hol- 
land, Germany,  France,  ^.  That  part  suitable 
for  the  Enffhsh  market  must  be  of  a  peculiar 
quality.  All  the  second  quality  of  tobacco,  whieh 
is  called  light  and  dry,  finds  a  market  only  on 
the  Continent.  What  is  the  effect  of  this  cir- 
cumstance on  the  planter  ?  Why,  at  the  present 
moment,  the  tobacco  to  suit  the  British  market 
has  sold  at  nine  and  a  half  dollars  per  hundred 
weight,  whilst  that  of  secondary  quality  is  worth 
nothing.  The  Maryland  tobacco  brings  only  four 
or  Bve  dollars,  owing  to  the  blockading  system  of 
Great  Britain,  which  keeps  from  markit  forty-six 
thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco  annually,and  coin- 
pels  it  to  take  an  unnatural  course  through  Great 
Britain  or  through  the  northern  ports.  Cotton 
and  flour,  Mr.  E.  said,  were  in  nearly  a  similar 
situation.  He  said  he  saw  in  a  submission  to  this 
principle  the  ruin  of  the  agricultural  interest  of 
the  United  States— nay,  more;  he  saw  the  ruin 
of  the  mercantile  interest  also,  and  wondered  that 
the  merchants  themselves  did  not  see  it.  What 
have  we  heard  of  the  hostility  of  Southern  men 
to  commerce  ?  asked  Mr.  E.  Great  Britain  has 
only  to  except  from  the  operation  of  her  block- 
ading system  cotton,  tobacco,  and  hemp — the  in- 
terest of  the  merchant  might,  but  that  of  the  plan- 
ter would  not,  be  affected  by  submitting  to  it. 
But  I  never  acted  on  that  principle.  I  have  al- 
ways been  taught  that  Government  was  intended 
for  the  joint  benefit  of  the  community  ;  so  far  as 
in  my  power,  I  would  exteod  protection  to  all. 

Wnat  is  now  proposed  to  be  done,  sir  ?  Whil* 
the  decrees  and  orders  remain  in  full  force,  whilst 
I  as  a  planter  am  cut  off  from  a  market  for  my 
produce — and,  although  the  merchant  under  a 
British  license  may  sail  where  he  pleases,  the 
expense  of  that  license  cones  out  of  my  pocket— 
an  amendment  comes  from  the  Senate  going  to 
the  surrender  of  everything  for  which  the  United 
States  have  contended  for  the  last  five  years.  U 
it  had  come  from  a  quarter  where  moti res  could 
I  be  suspected,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  say,  it  was 
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a  trattoroas  abandonmeDt  of  tip  rights  of  the 
coaotry.  1  beliere  that  body,  however,  to  be  pure 
as  ourselves,  and  can  only  regret  that  on  this  oc- 
easioQ  their  yiews  appear  to  dijQTer  so  widely  from 
mine.  Whilst  the  British  decrees  against  our 
commerce  were  in  force,  in  1793,  they  were  re- 
monstrated against  in  language  as  strong  as  pos- 
sible by  a  man  who  has  l^en  represented  as  bos- 
tile  to  commerce  and  to  commercial  rights,  and 
under  the  inspection  of  WAsaiNaTON,  at  a  time 
when  he  possessed  not  only  the  confidence  of  gen- 
tlemen on  the  other  side  of  the  House,  but  the  un- 
divided confidence  of  the  American  people.  Mr. 
E.  quoted  a  letter  from  Mr.  Jefierson,  then  Secre- 
tary of  State,  to  Mr.  Hammond,  remonstrating 
against  the  invasion  of  neutral  rights.  Here,  then, 
said  Mr.  E.,  is  the  priociple  contested,  which  has 
been  a  scourge  to  our  commerce  for  the  last  five 
y«ars.  Whether  the  course  hitherto  pursued  by 
the  United  States,  has  been  the  course  best  to  be 
adopted,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say.  It  was  a  pe- 
riod in  which  the  ablest  and  best  men  might  and 
did  differ  as  to  the  course  proper  to  be  pursued. 
It  seems  at  present  to  be  conceded  that  the  non- 
ioteicourse.  after  we  have  been  swindled  out  of 
all  the  provisions  calculated  to  enforce  it  (for  I 
most  continue  to  call  the  disavowal  of  the  arrange- 
ment of  April  a  swindling  transaction)  is  of  little 
uae.  I  ask  aenilemen,  Wil(  they  abandon  my 
rights?  Will  they  not  afford  me  a  road  to  mar- 
ket ?  Will  they  shrink  from  me,  and  leave  me 
to  force  my  way  as  1  can  ?  For  what  purpose 
was  this  Government  established?  Why  did 
these  seventeen  distinct  confederacies  unite  un- 
der one  head?  To  the  State  Governments  be- 
longs all  that  affects  life  or  property — and  the 
General  Government  was  designed  to  oppose  to 
the  encroachments  of  foreign  Governments  the 
united  arm  of  the  seventeen  States.  Are  we  then 
to  fold  our  arms,  to  be  driven  from  the  ocean 
without  a  struggle — to  strike  our  flag  and  surren- 
der those  rights  the  people  have  intrusted  to  our 
protection  ?  This,  1  trust  in  God,  is  not  the  spirit 
of  Congress.  If  it  be,  it  is  not  the  spirit  of  the 
people.  If  the  present  majority  are  incapable  of 
protecting  the  rights  of  the  nation,  let  them  de- 
clare they  feel  incompetent  to  their  duty,  and  let 
their  places  be  supplied  by  successors  of  more 
firmneu,  Mr*  E.  said  he  for  one  was  iM>t  d  isposed 
loabMidon  the ooean  altogether;  he  believed  that 
iha  antioa  had  rights  which  it  was  essential  to 
4efBud  ;  that  the  people  were  disposed  to  defend 
those  cightt;  and  that  if  there  was  a  want  of  en- 
afgy  anywhere,  it  was  in  their  Gbvernment.  In- 
ftoeaeed  by  these  considerations,  he  had  risen  to 
offer  the  following  amendment.  He  said  he  had 
drawn  a  separate  section  as  to  each  Power,  that 
the  people  might  see  who  were  disposed  to  defend 
the  rights  of  the  nation  against  either  France  or 
Great  Britain,  and  who  against  both.  He  was 
himself  of  the  latter  description.;  and  although 
he  did  not  feel  the  pressure  of  the  French  decrees, 
he  considered  them  equally  odious  in  principle, 
and  teodinff  to  destroy  those  rights  for  which  he 
tv^  should  contend. 
Mr.  B..  then  ogere4  ^n  amendm^i^t  providing 


for  convoying  trade  and  arming  merchant  vesseb 
bound  to  the  ports  of  belligerents,  d^s.,  which  was 
afterwards  withdrawn  and  the  following  substi- 
tuted: 

And  be  it  further  enaded.  That  tha  owner  of  any 
merchant  vessel  bound  to  any  port  or  place  not  aetoally 
invested,  with  which  intercourM  shall  be  prohibited  by 
the  decrees  or  orders  of  the  British  Government,  shall 
be  allowed  to  arm  and  oppose,  by  force,  every  attempt 
to  restrain  or  divert  from  its  destination  any  vessel 
wholly  owned  by  American  citizens,  and  not  carrying 
contraband  of  war ;  and  every  merchant  or  other  per* 
son,  so  wishing  to  arm  for  the  defence  of  his  property, 
shall  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  from  the  collector 
of  the  port  from  which  he  sails,  that  he  has  no  articles 
of  contraband  of  war  on  board,  and  shall  enter  into 
bond  with  the  said  collector  in  a  penalty  of dol- 
lars, with  condition  that  his  arms  shall  be  employed 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  defendkig  his  property  against 
capture  or;  detention  nnder  the  decrees  or  orders  of  the 
British  Government. 

And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  the  owner  of  any 
merchant  vessel  bound  to  any  port  or  place  not  actn-^ 
ally  invested,  with  which  intercourse  shall  be  piohib'- 
ited  by  the  decrees  or  orders  of  the  French  wvern- 
ment,  shall  be  allowed  to  arm  and  oppose,  by  force, 
every  attempt  to  restrain  ox  divert  from  its  destination 
any  vessel  owned  wholly  by  American  citisens,  and 
not  carrying  contraband  of  war ;  and  every  merchant 
or  other  person  so  wisfiing  to  arm  £)r  the  defence 
of  his  property,  shall  be  furnished  with  a  certificate  from 
the  collector  of  the  port  from  which  he  saiU,  that  he 
has  no  articles  of  contraband  on  board,  and  shall  enter 
into  bond  with  the  collector  in  a  penalty  of  ■  dol* 
lars,  with  condition  that  his  arms  shall  be  employed 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  defonding  his  property  agamst 
capture  or  detention  under  the  decrees  or  orders  of  the 
French  Government. 

And  be  itfiurther  enacted.  That  the  President  of  tiie 
United  States  is  hereby  authorised  to  employ  the  ffbb- 
lie  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  in  protecting 
frt>m  capture,  under  the  decrees  and  orders  of  Great 
Britain  or  France,  the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  MoMFOitD  rejoiced  at  the  proposition  o£ 
the  amendment,  though  he  did  not  entirely  agree 
in  the  views  of  the  geotletnan  as  to  permitting 
merchant  vessels  to  arm.  He  had  no  objectioa 
to  the  convoy  system;  we  had  had  the  beat  of 
the  argiiment  long  enough,  and  he  wanted  some- 
thing stronger,  fie  comd  not  however  consent 
that  merchant  vessels  should  carry  a  single  guU) 
because  it  would  put  the  peace  of  the  country  in 
their  power,  and  there  were  many  naturalized 
merchants  who  might  not  be  extremely  scrupu- 
lous as  to  their  conduct  in  that  respect.  Mr.  M» 
explained  his  ideas  as  to  the  convoy  system.  If 
resistance  to  the  interruptions  of  a  lawful  trade 
brought  on  a  war,  what  would  be  the  consequence  ? 
Would  not  the  nation  support  Congress  in  it? 
No  doubt  of  it;  for  if  they  would  not  defend  the 
trade  in  the  produce  of  the  land,  the  agriculturist 
might  as  well  stop  his  plough  and  shut  up  his  barn* 

Mr.  Dana  was  also  very  glad  that  tne  gentler 

man  from  Virginia  had  brought  forward  tius  pro* 

position.    He  admitted  that  it  was  one  object  of 

the  establishment  of  the  General  Qoverqment  to 

I  protect  trade  s  and  that  if  it  flailed  in  this  duty^ 
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it  failed  in  the  priDcipal  object  of  its  institution. 
He  agreed  also  that  if  the  directors  of.  the  public 
affairs  would  not  attend  to  the  business  of  the 
national  protection,  it  was  proper  for  them  to  ac- 
knowledge that  thejr  were  unable  to  guide  the 
ffieins  of  tne  empire,  and  that  they  ought  to  sur- 
treoder  them  as  placed  in  hands  too  feeble  to  hold 
•ihefD.  He  was  glad  the  proposition  had  been 
-•>brought  forward  ;  for,  notwithstanding  all  that 
4iad  been  said  in  or  out  of  the  House,  of  the  idle- 
ness of  all  attempts  to  defend  our  maritime  rights, 
he  did  not  subscribe  to  the  doctrine,  nor  to  the 
opinion  that  we  should  now  pursue  the  course 
which  had  been  adopted  prior  to  the  Declaration 
of  Independence — and  he  had  therefore  been  op- 
posed to  the  whole  svstem  of  commercial  restric- 
tion<  It  was  a  feeble  colonial  system.  He  dif- 
vfeW  from  Mr.  Mdmford  as  to  the  propriety  of 
permitting  merchants  to  arm.  If  it  was  unfortu- 
nately the  case  that  many  aliens  had  been  admitted 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizens,  he  said  he 
should  really  hope  that  they  were  not  men  who 
eould  not  be  trusted  as  tied  to  the  country  by  the 
privilege  of  citizenship.  He  could  not  admit 
such  was  the  case,  especially  as  there  were  some 
members  of  this  House  perhaps  of  that  description. 
Mr.  D.  admitted  that  the  details  of  a  system  of 
arminz  might  involye  difficulty  ;  but  he  deemed 
it  his  duty  to  treat  any  proposition  going  to  that 
object  with  a  respectful  attention ;  and  was  there- 
fore pleased  at  the  introduction  of  this  motion. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  and  carried, 
65  to  45. 


TuEsnAT,  February  27. 

Mr.  SfiTBBRT  presented  a  petition  of  sundry 
m«tchants  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  ceitain  formalities  in  the  laws  relating  to 
bonds  for  debentures,  may  be  dispensed  with,  and 
that  the  Collector  of  the  port  of  Philadelphia 
may  be  directed  to  cancel  bonds  given  by  the  per 
titioners  for  the  exportation  of  certain  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  entitled  to  drawback. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford, 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a  bill 
to  this  House,  fixing  and  allowing  adequate  and 
suitable  salaries  to  the  clerks  in  tne  different  of- 
fices of  the  Qovernment. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Judge,  and 
extending  the  right  of  suffrag^e  to  the  citizens  of 
Madison  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory  ;" 
and  the  same  being  read,  were  concurred  in  by 
the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate  to  extend  certain 

Privileges  therein  mentioned  to  Joseph  Joshua 
>yster,  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *^An 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 


Navy  of  the  Udlted  States,  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  ten,"  with  amendments; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
House. 

Mr.  Garuenier  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, observing  that  he  had  understood  that  the 
report  of  the  Attorney  General  on  the  subject  of 
the  batture,  which  was  supposed  to  have  been 
mislaid,  was  now  actually  in  the  possession  of  the 
Secretary  of  Stale : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  directed  to 
lay  before  this  House  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  At- 
torney General  on  the  right  of  the  United  States  to 
the  battare  of  New  Orleans,  claimed  bj  Edward 
Livingston. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  without  a  division. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  having  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  con- 
cerning commercial  intercourse,  dbc. 

Mr.  Eppes  withdrew  the  amendments  he  had 
yesterday  offered,  with  a  view  to  substitute  ano- 
ther in  its  place.  His  idea  was,  that  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France,  having  violated  the  principles  of 
the  law  of  nations,  it  was  necessary  for  the  Uni- 
ted States,  so  far  as  respects  those  particular  ports 
blockaded  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  to 
deny  to  both  of  those  nations  the  right  of  search- 
ing our  vessels  going  to  these  ports.  It  was 
strictly  a  defensive  system  ;  it  was  not  taking  a 
hostile  attitude,  but  merely  asserting  a  right 
which  we  derive  from  Gk)d  and  Nature,  and  de- 
claring that,  if  opposed  in  the  exercise  of  that 
right,  we  will  defend  our  property  against  piracy, 
for  the  execution  of  those  decrees  was  a  con- 
tinued act  of  piracy,  which  it  became  a  duty  to 
resist.  They  subjected  neutral  proper^  to  cap- 
ture, under  principles  unknown  to  the  civilized 
world — and  the  system  which  he  had  in  view 
appeared  to  him  to  be  the  onlv  practical  system 
of  resistance  which  could  now  ne  adopted. 

Mr.  Eppes  then  offered  the  following  sections 
as  an  amendment  to  the  bill : 

Sec.  1.  And  be  if  further  enacted.  That  the  com- 
mander and  crew  of  any  merchant  vessel  of  the  United 
States,  owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof^ 
and  not  carrying  contraband  of  war,  bound  to  any 
port  or  place  not  actually  invested,  with  which  intw- 
course  shall  be  prohibited~by  the  decrees  or  orders  <m 
the  British  (Government,  may  oppose  and  defend 
agpainst  any  search,  restraint,  or  seizure,  which  shall  b^ 
attempted  upon  such  vessels,  or  upon  any  other  ▼«•*" 
owned  aa  aforesaid*  by  the  commander  or  crew  of  toy 
armed  vessel  sailing  under  the  British  colors,  and  msy 
repel  by  force  any  assault  or  hostility  which  may  be 
committed  on  the  part  of  such  British  vessels  pursuiDf 
such  attempt,  and  subdue  and  capture  the  same. 

Sec  2d  repeats  the  same  provisions  for  authorising 
resistance  against  the  decrees  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment. 

Sec.  3d.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  whenever 
the  commander  and  crew  of  any  merchant  vessel  ■n»'» 
capture  and  subdue  any  British  or  French  armed  vei- 
sel,  from  which  an  assault  or  other  hostility  shall  be 
first  made  aa  aforesaid,  such  armed  vessel,  with  ntf 
tackle,  appurtenances,  ammunition,  and  ladiBg»  m^ 
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the  one-half  to  the  owner  or  ownen  of  soeh 
]D«rciiaBt  veesels  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other 
Ittlf  to  the  captors ;  and  being  brought  into  any  port 
of  the  United  States,  shall  and  may  be  adjndged  and 
eoodemned  to  their  use,  after  dae  process  and  trial  in 
any  court  of  the  United  States,  having  Admiralty  jaris- 
di^tion,  and  which  shall  be  holden  for  the  dbtrict  into 
which  such  captured  vessel  shall  be  brought ;  and  the 
same  court  shall  thereupon  order  a  sale  and  distribu- 
tion thereof  accordingly,  and  at  their  discretion,  saving 
any  agreement  which  shall  be  between  the  owner  or 
owners,  and  the  commander  and  crew  of  such  mer- 
ekkM.n%  vessel. 

Sac  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  after  no- 
tice of  this  act  at  the  several  custom-houses,  no  mer- 
diant  armed  Tessel  bound  as  aforesaid,  to  places  not 
actually  invested,  with  which  intercourse  shall  be  inter- 
dicted by  the  decrees  or  orders  of  Government  of  Great 
Britain  or  France,  shall  receive  a  clearance,  unless  the 
owner  or  owners,  and  the  masters  and  commanders,  of 
such  vessels,  for  the  intended  voyage  shall  give  bond  to 
the  United  States,  in  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  such 
ve— el  and  cargo,  with  condition  that  such  vessel  shall 
HOC  make  or  commit  depredation,  outrage,  unlawful 
ftBsaolt,  or  unprovoked  violence,  on  the  high  seas, 
and  that  the  guns,  arms,  and  ammunition  of  such  vessel 
shall  be  returned  within  the  United  States,  or  oUier- 
wiae  accounted  for ;  and  that  such  owner  or  owners, 
and  the  commander  and  crew,  of  such  merchant  vessel, 
will  in  an  things  conform  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
and  to  such  instructions  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  in  purraance  thereof  shall  fivm  time  to  time 
establish ;  and  it  shall  be  the  dut^  of  the  collectors  to 
see  that  no  armed  vessels  clearing  out  as  aforesaid, 
shall  have  on  board  arms  or  other  warlike  stores,  except 
such  as  may  constitute  a  part  of  the  equipment  of  the 
said  vessel,  and  to  attach  a  certificate  to  that  effect  to 
the  clearance  granted  to  such  vessel. 

Sac.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  hereby  is, 
authorized  to  establish,  in  conformity  with  the  provi- 
sons  of  this  act,  suitable  instructions  to  and  for  the 
merchant  vesssels  authoriied  to  arm ;  for  the  better 
restraining  the  commanders  and  crews  who  shall  be 
employed  therein;  for  the  preventing  any  outrage  or 
injury  which  they  may  be  diq>osed  to  commit,  or  the 
taking  on  board  articles  contraband  of  war ;  a  copy  of 
which  instmctions  shall  be  delivered  to  the  conunan« 
4er  oC  socfa  vessel  when  he  shall  give  bond  as  aforesaid. 

8mc.  6.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby, 
mathoriied  to  employ  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States  in  convoying  and  proteoting  merchant 
▼eaeela  of  the  United  States,  owned  wholly  by  a  citizen 
•r  dtjaeas  thereof  not  carrying  contraband  of  war,  and 
bonnd  to  any  port  or  pUce  not  actually  invited,  with 
which  intercourse  shall  be  prohibited  by  the  decrees  or 
orders  of  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  or  France, 
and  to  instruct  the  commanders  of  the  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  to  oppose  and  defend  against  search, 
leatraint,  or  seizure,  which  shall  be  attempted  upon  ves- 
eela  under  convoy,  by  the  commander  or  crew  of  any 
armed  vessel  sailing  under  British  or  Fren6h  colors, 
and  to  repel  by  force  any  assault  or  hostility  which 
may  be  committed  on  the  part  of  such  British  or 
French  vessel  pursuing  such  attempt,  and  to  subdue 
and  capture  the  same. 

Sac.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  any  Brit- 
idi  or  Prendi  vessel  io  oaptmed,  shall  be  considered 


lawfhl  prize,  and  may  be  condemned  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States  having  competent  jurisdiction,  and  the 
proceeds  of  such  prize  shall  be  distributed  in  conformity 
to  the  provisions  of  the  act  "  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States.*' 

Mr.  LiYERMORE  observed  that  this  day  com- 
pleted the  third  month  of  the  sessioO)  which  had 
been  so  far  exhausted  in  doing  nearly  nothing ; 
and  when  there  was  a  possibility  of  coming  to 
some  conclusion  on  this  bill,  attempts  were  made 
to  defeat  the  passage  of  it.  Mr.  L.  took  a  review 
of  the  proceediDgs  of  the  Goyernment  from  the 
non-importation  act  to  the  present  time,  and  par- 
ticularly censured  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Monroe's 
treaty.  He  was  wholly  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ments now  meved.  It  could  not  be  in  the  contem- 
plation of  any  gentleman  to  get  such  an  amend- 
ment through  the  House.  It  was  nothing  short 
of  a  declaration  of  war  against  Qreat  Britain  and 
France.  Our  merchant  vessels  were  to  be  sent 
out  armed  cap-a-pie,  like  duixotte  on  his  wind- 
mill expedition,  lo  fight  the  belligerents.  If  it 
were  possible  for  Congress  to  do  such  an  aet, 
their  constituents  would  provide  strait  waistcoats 
for  them.  If  gentlemen  had  anything  serious  in 
view,  he  called  upon  them  to  bring  it  forward 
and  make  it  the  subject  of  a  separate  bill.  It 
had  been  repeatedly  acknowledged  on  all  sides 
of  the  House,  that  the  non-intercourse  was  inef- 
fectual, or  operated  wholly  upon  ourselves.  And 
Mr.  L.  said,  it  was  not  in  force  as  to  Great  Britain. 
This  he  knew  to  be  the  true  construction  of  the 
law,  although,  by  instructions  from  the  Treasury 
Department,  clearances  were  refused  to  British 
ports.  But,  although  vessels  were  refused  clear- 
ance to  these  ports,  there  never  had  been  a  single 
seizure  of  ffoous  imported  from  that  country,  that 
he  could  Team,  and  this  was  a  wise  course  of 
conduct,  because  the  Government  must  know 
that  the  law  was  not  in  force,  and  therefore  avoid- 
ed t]#  expense  and  inconvenience  which  mutt 
result  from  erroneous  seizures. 

Mr.  L.  made  a  number  of  remarks,  going  to 
show  that  the  sections  struck  out  by  tne  Senate 
could  hare  do  effect.  The  exclusion  of  eight 
thousand  tons  of  British  shipping  annually  from 
our  ports  could  have  no  effect  as  a  coercive  mea- 
sure. It  was  the  most  trifling  thing  that  could  be 
devised  to  operate  oh  the  minds  of  the  British 
Ministry  to  induce  them  to  propitiate  us ;  and 
was  equally  weak  as  a  measure  to  benefit  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States. 

The  real  question  involved  in  the  amendment 
now  proposed,  Mr.  L.  said,  was  this :  Are  the 
United  States  prepared  to  go  to  war?  What 
has  been  done  during  the  whole  of  the  present 
session  towards  a  preparation  for  war  ?  Where 
is  the  bill  for  the  fitting  out  and  increasing  the 
Nary?  Where  is  the  Army?  How  are  we 
foing  to  war,  and  what  will  be  its  object  ?  Was 
It,  he  asked,  to  take  Canada  ?  He  had  heard  of 
a  proposition  of  the  militia  of  one  State  to  take 
Canada ;  but  he  rather  doubted  whether  it  would 
be  practicable  to  carry  such  a  scheme  into  effect. 
It  would  be  something  like  the  plan  of  fitting  out 
oar  merchant  TeaseU  to  attack  the  Britiih  na?y» 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1469 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESa 


1460 


fl.  OF  R. 


Commercud  Inlet'ccwne. 


February,  1810. 


If  w«r  was  meant,  he  called  upon  geotleinen  to 
bring  forward  a  direct  proposition  going  to  that 
object,  to  let  the  people  know  what  they  were  to 
expect. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  the  members  could  not,  oon* 
sistently  with  their  duty  to  their  constituents, 
further  procrastinate  a  decision  of  this  question. 
It  was  tneir  bounden  duty  immediately  to  act.  U 
the  subjec't  was  not  now  thoroughly  understood,  it 
never  would  be ;  and,  as  the  House  was  certainly 
not  prepared  to  go  to  war,  he  hoped  the  amend- 
ment would  be  negatived. 

Mr.  Key  made  an  objection  to  a  part  of  the 
amendment  as  out  of  order,  because  a  bill  par- 
tially embracing  the  same  principle,  viz:  the 
convoy  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Burwbll,  was  al- 
ready before  another  Committee  of  the  Whole; 
and  because  a  decision  on  a  case  precisely  in 
point,  bad  on  a  former  occasion  been  made  by 
thepreseat Speaker, and  confirmed  by  the  House. 

The  Spbakbb  decided  that  so  much  of  the 
amendment  as  related  to  the  convoy  principle 
waa  not  in  order. 

Mr.  Bppes  rose  to  withdraw  that  part  of  the 
amendment  declared  out  of  order.  He  said  he 
was  placed  in  a  disagreeable  situation,  his  proposi- 
tions being  met  by  questions  of  order,  instead  of 
being  met  in  a  manly  and  open  manner.  He  be- 
lieved the  bill  as  amended  by  the  Senate  to  be  a 
base  surrender  of  the  rights  of  the  country,  and 
had  therefore  felt  it  his  duty  to  do  everything 
in  his  power  to  avert  the  disgrace  which  would 
result  from  agreement  to  it,  and  he  wished  a  di- 
rect decision  on  his  proposition.  Mr.  fi.  replied 
to  various  remarks  of  Mr.  Livbrm orb.  As  to 
the  time  which  had  been  spent  in  doing  nothing, 
it  was  for  those  who  had  amused  the  House  with 
long  speeches  from  day  to  day  to  account  for  it. 
Aa  to  his  amendment  being  open  war,  he  said  it 
was  that  species  of  war  which  a  man  would  en- 
counter if  his  house  was  invested  by  bandi#l  and 
he  was  to  buckle  on  his  pistols  and  sword  and 
sally  forth  to  meet  them.  And  was  the  nation 
so  dastardly  that  in  such  a  case  they  would  deem 
resistance  ridiculous  and  duixottc.  For  his  part, 
Mr.  B.  said,  he  was  willing  to  brinff  into  action 
the  whole  resources  of  the  nation.  He  was  wil- 
ling that  gentlemen  might  take  all  the  oanvass 
of  the  Eastern  country  and  make  it  into  strait 
jackets  for  madmen ;  he  would  be  as  willing  to 
take  the  tar  and  feathers  of  the  Southern  coun- 
try and  stick  them  on  the  back  of  the  wretch  who 
would  meanly  surrender  the  rights  of  his  coun- 
try. It  was  not  the  spirit  of  tli^  American  peo^ 
pie  to  submit  to  insult  and  oppression,  and  they 
would  not  brook  such  conduct  m  their  Represen- 
tives.  Mr.  E.  said,  he  had  no  disposition  to  de- 
lay the  proceedings'  of  the  House,  as  alleged.  He 
declined  the  discussion  of  the  non-importation, 
embarffo  and  non  intercourse  laws,  at  this  time. 
He  had  expressed  his  opinions  on  them  at  the 
time  they  pass^.  He  had  neither  made  speeches 
to  the  people  in  his  district  respecting  them,  op 
loaded  the  press  with  speeches  which  he  was 
said  to  have  made.  Such  as  his  sentiments 
were,  he  had   delivered  them    here,  the  only 


place  where  he  was  in  the  habit  of  deliver- 
ing them.  He  would  not  examine  the  old  rule 
of  '56;  it  bad  no  relation  to  the  question  before 
the  House.  Neither  would  he  examine  the  re- 
jected treaty.  If  any  man  could  bear  the  weight 
of  that  treaty,  it  was  the  man  who  made  it.  He 
had  borne  it ;  but  when  he  attempted  to  convince 
the  people  of  its  propriety,  when  he  wrote  a  book 
in  its  favor,  he  sunk  under  its  pressure.  A  cry 
of  war  was  made  against  the  proposition,  and  that 
bad  been  the  crjr  against  every  measure  for  two 
years  back.  This  was  the  only  mode  left  to  de- 
fend the  nation's  rights.  Was  it  to  be  believed 
that  they  who  had  talked  so  much  about  energy, 
about  calling  our  the  physical  force  of  the  countrv, 
would  skulk  from  the  only  present  possible  mode 
of  resistance,  viz:  putting' euns  on  board  our  ves- 
sels? Were  tbev  aware  of  the  attitude  in  which 
they  would  be  placed  before  the  country  if,  after 
ah  their  professions,  they  should  take  this  course  ? 
They  would  be  like  the  gambler  who,  after  losing 
his  hat  and  coat,  is  turned  naked  into  the  street. 
He  hoped  that  his  proposition  would  not  be  amoth- 
ered,  but  that  all  men,  of  whatsoever  party,  would 
protest  against  driving  the  nation  into  a  surrender 
of  its  rights.  Mr.  B.  concluded  his  remarks  bv 
moving  to  refer  his  amendment,  together  with 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  to  a  select  com- 
mittee, with  a  view  to  incorporate  his  propositions 
with  tne  Senate's  amendment. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  hoped  this  question  was  not  to 
be  tried  by  the  use  of  products  of  the  South,  tar 
and  feathers.  He  wished  to  have  no  concern  with 
them.  It  was  reason  and  argument  which  were 
to  guide  the  decisions  of  the  House.  Warmth 
and  declamation  could  have  no  further  effect  than 
to  divert  the  mind  for  a  moment.  It  might  mis- 
lead the  unguarded,  but  could  never  convince 
men  of  understanding.  The  same  might  be  said 
of  similes;  though  no  person  could  understand 
the  allusions,  they  might  divert,  but  not  infiueoce 
the  intelligent.  Arguments  alone  ought  to  be 
attended  to.    As  to  long  speeches,  he  rather  snp- 

red  the  gentleman  had  had  his  proportion.  Mn 
was  wholly  opposed  to  the  reference  to  a  select 
committee.  Not  a  single  argument  could  be 
urffed  in  favor  of  it,  or  to  delay  the  passage  of  tbe 
bilt  which  had  not  been  urged  for  years  past. 
The  real  question  on  the  amendment,  vis:  would 
they  authorize  merchant  vessels  to  oomrait  tbe 
peace  of  the  country,  could  be  as  well  deeadad 
now  as  after  a  report  of  a  committee  on  it. 

Mr.  Ross  observed  that  the  cry  of  war  had 
been  repeated  so  often  against  every  measure 
proposed  by  the  majority,  that  it  made  no  more 
impression  on  the  mind  than  the  boy's  cry  of  the 
wolf  upon  those  who  had  been  so  often  alarmed 
unnecessarily.  The  country  was  calling  aloud 
for  a  speedy  decision  by  the  House,  and  it  seemed 
to  be  expected  that  that  decision  would  be  in  favor 
of  a  total  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse.  W^  d»^ 
not  conceive  that  this  course  would  be  justined 
without  the  adoption  of  some  measure  to  repel 
the  aggressions  and  insults  heaped  upon  the 
natioB. 

Much  as  the  iion<antBi«ouifBe  was  bow  ^m^Of 
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Mr.  R.  said  tbmt  the  gentleinea  in  opposition  had 
one  and  all  last  Sammer  Yoted  for  its  coatinuaiice 
as  to  France.  He  would  raake  no  deduction 
ftoxD  this  circumstance,  but  leave  it  to  the  House 
to  draw  their  own  conclusions.  He  was  pleased 
at  the  introduction  of  the  amendment  of  tne  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  and  conceived  that  the 
adoption  oT  it  would  tend  to  sapport  the  Demo- 
eraiAc  party.  Why  were  gentlemen  afraid  of  war? 
He  was  not  for  Q,uizotically  going  to  war  with 
both  belligerents,  but  was  for  selecting  his  man, 
singling  out  the  nation  which  had  done  us  most 
horary.  He  was  ia  favor  of  the  commitment  of 
tbe  amend  men  t,  in  order  to  mature  it,  and  report 
if  in  some  more  practicable  form. 

Mr.  QAfiBBifiEft  was  against  commitment.  A« 
to  the  opposition  said  to  be  made  to  propositions 
made  bj  the  n^yority — did  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsytvanta  mean  to  say  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia^  (Mr.  Eppbs)  was  the  majority  ? 
He  protested  a^inst  the  gentleman's  being  con- 
istdered  a  majority ,  even  when  aided  by  the  intelli- 
gence and  discernment  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania.  Mr.  G  said,  he  recollected  that  not 
long  ago  the  majority,  commonly^  so  called,  would 
bave  nothing  to  do  with  propositions  somethiog 
similar  to  that  now  moved,  and  it  therefore  ap* 
]>eared  to  him  that  it  must  be  a  minority  who 
were  supporting  the  present  amendment. 

Mr.  G.  observed  that  propositions  of  the  most 
contradictory  nature  were  all  pressed  with  equal 
zeal  into  this  bill.  He  did  not  mean  to  say  this 
ipas  done  with  any  improper  object;  but  the 
mfBbct  would  certainly  be  to  delay  the  bill.  He 
fffiHested  against  this  delay  and  these  various 
DMiMsttiooa.  It  reminded  him  of  a  stor^r,  which 
km  would  repeat,  though  it  might  not  be  deemed 
alvtetly  classical  by  some  ffenttemeo,  as  it  was 
aeUber  fpom  JBsop  or  Dilworth.  A  physician 
administering  dose  aAer  dose  to  a  sick  man,  was 
reproached  ^  it  by  the  patient,  who  thought  it 
wartime  to  stop.  "No,**  said  the  doctor;  •*  we 
shoot  into  the  disease,  and,  though  we  miss  it 
often,  we  shall  hit  it  at  last."    ^<  Yes,"  replied  the 

Cdent,  rather  shrewdly."  "  but  all  this  time  you 
t  me  without  touching  the  disease."  Mr.  G. 
9uA  ke  was  willing  to  take  the  bill  as  it  came 
from  Ike  SeaiUe,  without  adding  any  other  re- 
attietion  by  way  of  experiment.  That  bill  left 
oar  vessels  at  liberty  to  proceed  where  they 
pleased.  Now  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Eppis)  had  oMved  an  amendment  to  pro- 
tect them  in  their  trade  to  certain  ports,  and 
dkelared  that  those  who  refused  to  do  so,  were 
willing  to  abandon  the  rights  of  the  country.  If 
tbat  were  correct,  it  followed  conclusively  that 
for  three  years  past  the  rights  of  the  nation  had 
been  abandoned.  All  appeared  willing  now  to 
get  rid  of  the  non-intercourse ;  and  it  seemed  very 
proper  that  the  House  should  decide  that  they 
would  have  commerce  before  they  determined  to 
protect  it<— for  they  could  not  protect  before  they 
bad  it.  The  pteposition  now  made;  appeared  to 
btm  something  like  putting  the  cart  before  the 
horse.  Mr.  G.  alluded  to  the  raedifioation  which 
due  Orders  in  Counoil  had  nndeigaiie,  and  ob- 


served that  they  ought  to  be  accurately  exam- 
ined before  the  House  decided  on  any  such 
proposition. 

Mr.  G.  was  called  to  order  before  he  concluded 
his  remarks,  for  wandering  from  the  question  be- 
fore the  House,  viz :  the  motion  for  reference  to 
a  select  committee.  Mr.  Ross  had  been  called 
to  order  by  Mr.  G.  for  the  same  deviation,  and 
Mr.  G.  was  reminded  by  the  Speaker  more  than 
once  to  adhere  to  the  question  before  the  House. 
When  called  to  order  the  last  time,  Mr.  G.  took 
his  seat,  as  directed  by  the  rules  of  the  House. 
The  Sk>BAKER  declared  his  observations  to  be 
irrelevant  to  the  question  befpre  the  House.  Mr. 
Lton  obtained  the  floor  to  speak;  but  Mr.  Q. 
claimed  a  right  to  pursue  his  observations.  The 
Speaker  decided  that  he  had  not  a  prior  right  to 
the  floor.  From  this  decision  Mr.  Dana  appeal- 
ed. The  decision  was  confirmed  by  the  House 
— yeas  77,  nays  43,  as  follows : 

YsAS — Lemuel  J.  Alston)  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Williaai 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bscon,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell  Bas- 
sett,  WilUam  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Browa^ 
Robert  Brown.  Willism  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat* 
thew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Codk* 
ran,  James  Cox,  WUlum  Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Rich- 
ard Cutis,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack 
Fruiklin,  Bansillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David 
8.  Grarland,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson  Goodwyn* 
Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms,  James 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hnfty,  Richard  M« 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedv,  John  Love» 
Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McEim,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore^  Jsr* 
emiah  Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mnmford,  Roger  Nelson^ 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mattiiias  Richards,  John 
Roane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebenezei  Sage,  Thomas  Sam* 
mons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sejbert,  Samuel  Shaw^ 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Rob* 
ert  Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  William  Elv,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le 
Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Pleasant  M.  MHIer,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eli* 
aha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Samnel  Smith,  John 
Stanley,  WiUton  Stedman,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
Taylor,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Ham, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  questioo  again  recurred  on  the  question 
of  reference  to  a  select  committee. 

Mr.  Lton  began  to  make  some  remarks  against 
the  decision  just  made  dn  the  point  of  order. 

He  wae  called  to  order,  because  debating  a 
question  not  before  the  House,  and  resumed  hie 
seat. 
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Mr.  Qardenier  then  rose  and  made  some  fur- 
ther remarks  against  the  reference  of  the  amend- 
ments from  the  Senate,  with  those  proposed  by 
Mr.  Eppe8.  It  could  produce  no  effect  but  delay, 
being  a  distinct  question,  which  could  bhter  be 
discussed  in  connexion  with  the  bill  from  the 
Senate. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  motion  to  refer 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  with  Mr.  Eppes's 
amendment  thereto  to  a  select  committee,  and 
carried — yeas  74,  nays  49,  as  follows: 

Ybas— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Barwell 
Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W. 
Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S. 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Ben- 
JMim  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Walter  Jones,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  Mc- 
Kee,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Gurdon  S.  Momford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  Richard  Warn,  and  Robert  Wither- 
spoon. 

Nats— WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James 
Breckenridge,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gar- 
denier,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr., 
Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Her- 
man Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loo 
Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  iun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Eli«ha  R.  Potter,  Jo- 
eiah  Quincy,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Stanley,  James  Ste- 
phenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturgos,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  John  Taylor,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Ordered,  That  Messrs.  Eppes,  Whitehill, 
Montgomery,  Mumpord,  Dana,  Desha,  Cutts, 
WINN,  and  W.  Alston,  be  appointed  the  said  com- 
mtttee. 

CONVOY  PRINCIPLE. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Eppes,  that  the 
Committee  of  the  whole  House  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  author- 
izing the  President  of  the  United  States  to  em- 
ploy the  public  armed  vessels,  and  permitting 
merchant  vessels  to  arm  for  the  defence  of  Ame 
rican  commerce :  And  the  question  being  taken 


thereon,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas 
77,  nays  42,  as  follows: 

YsAs — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  junior, 
William  Andersod,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bar- 
well  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John 
Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew 
Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Find- 
ley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gan- 
nett, Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gholson,  junior,  Peterson  €hK>dwyn,  Daniel  Heister, 
William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Mafion, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Mil- 
ler, John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Momford,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Ni- 
cholson, John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  J^cfa- 
ards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John  Ross,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Sey- 
bert, Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southa^ 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tumerjjunior,  Robert  Weakley, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wither- 
spoon. 

Nats — Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Barent  Gardenier, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  junior,  ESdward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Archibadd  McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jon^ 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elbha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quin- 
cy, Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  William  Stedman, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
John  Taylor,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
KUIian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 


Wednesday,  February  28. 

Mr.  Rhea,  from  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices 
and  Post  Roads,  presented  a  bill  regalating  the 
Post  Office  Esiablisbment;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoase  a  letter 
and  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  relative  to 
the  sufficiency  and  quality  of  the  muskets  man- 
ufactured  at  the  public  armory  and  arsenal  at 
Springfield,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
twenty-fifth  ultimo ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  the  Collectors  or  Philadelphia  and  Nor- 
folk ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *<Aa 
act  making  appropriations  for  the  Navy  of  ibit 
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United  States,  for  the  year  1810;"  and  the  same 
beiog  read,  were  coacarred  in  by  the  House. 

AMEY  DARDIN. 

Mr.  Qholson.  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  seventh  of  December  last,  on  the  petition 
of  Amey  Dardin,  made  a  report  thereon  ;  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  HoQse  on  Friday  next. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

Tbtt  the  petitioner  clahnt  compensation  for  a  stud- 
barac,  known  bj  the  name  of  Romulas,  taken  from  her 
hnaband,  David  Dardin,  in  the  year  1781,  for  the  nse 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States.  It  appears  that  the 
•aid  bone  was  impressed  from  David  Dardin  for  the 
public  service  by  Lieutenant  Rndder,  a  Continental 
officer,  on  the  26th  of  February,  in  the  year  aforesaid, 
and  was  then  valued  at  the  sum  of  £750  specie.  The 
bone  waa  taken  to  the  army  in  North  Carolina,  then 
commanded  by  General  Greene,  who,  upon  hearing  of 
Ae  valuation,  ordered  the  said  horse  to  be. valued  again, 
which  vfthiation  was  still  higher  than  the  first ;  where- 
vpon  General  Greene  order^  the  horse  to  be  returned 
to  his  former  owner,  who  called  upon  three  persons  to 
ascertain  the  damages  sustained  by  the  use  of  his  horse, 
and  they  estimated  the  damages  at  JCIOO.  The  said 
Dardin  then  received  the  horse  as  bis  property,  and 
continued  to  use  him  as  such  until  the  18th  July,  1781, 
when  another  Continental  officer  again  took  the  horse 
and  gave  a  receipt  for  him,  wherein  the  sum  of  iB750  is 
mentioned  as  having  been  before  stated  as  the  appraised 
value.  This  procedure  attracted  the  attention  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  Virginia,  and  in  December,  1782,  Benjamin 
Harrison,  then  Governor,  made  a  representation  to  Gen- 
eral Greene  respecting  this  subject ;  but  the  hone  be- 
ing by  this  time  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  applied 
to  the  puhhc  service,  was  continued  therein,  finally  dis- 
spoaedof,  and  never  thereafter  returned  to  the  said 
owner.  It  also  appeara  that  this  claim  of  Dardin  was 
refierred  to  the  Virginia  Assembly  in  1782  by  the  court 
of  Mecklinburg  county ;  and,  in  a  former  report  it  is 
stated,  and  believed  to  be  true,  that  Dardin  accordingly 
petitioned  the  Legislature  of  that  State ;  but  his  claim 
being  considered  as  coming  more  properly  against  the 
Union  than  against  any  particular  Stete,  he  did  not 
succeed.  He,  or  the  present  petitioner,  was  then  ad- 
vised that  redress  might  be  obtained  against  the  offi- 
een  who  took  the  hone,  and  a  suit  was  instituted  in 
the  High  Court  of  Chancery  of  Virginia  for  that 
purpose,  which  suit  was  depending  therein  until  the 
month  of  June,  1798,  when  it  appeara  to  have  been 
abandoned  and  was  dismissed.  With  Jibe  exception 
of  the  fact  wbich  the  committee  have  extracted  from  a 
Idrmer  rsport  in  this  case,  that  this  claim  was  once 
presented  to  and  rejected  by  the  Virginia  Legislature, 
(which*  is  deemed  a  circumstance  of  no  particular  im- 
portance,) all  the  foregoing  statement  is  supported 
by  written  documents,  which  appear  to  be  genuine 
and  authentic. 

On  the  merits  of  this  claim,  your  committee  consider 
it  almost  superfluous  to  comment.  The  facts  are  con- 
clusive in  its  favor,  and  no  obstacle  to  its  discharge 
can  be  conceived,  except  the  lapse  of  time  on  this  sub- 
ject The  committee  beg  leave  to  state,  that  on  the 
38d  July,  1787,  Congress  passed  a  resolution  provid- 
ing that  all  persons  having  unliquidated  claims  against 
the  United  States  shall  exhibit  a  particular  abstract 
tl^reof  to  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury  of  the  Uni- 
lea  Statea  within  one  year.    This  was  the  ftnt  limitap 


tion  that  was  adopted  in  respect  to  any  class  of  claims, 
except  those  for  personal  services,  which  had  been 
barrel  by  the  resolution  of  2d  November,  1785.  The 
committee  are  of  opinion  that  this  claim  was  not  in* 
eluded  in  the  resolution  of  23d  July,  1787,  because  that 
resolution  mentions  only  unliquidated  claims ;  and  the 
present  claim  was  always  liquidated  and  certain.  The 
certificate  granted  by  the  Continental  officer  states  the 
appraisement  of  the  horse,  made  punuant  to^the  usage 
of  the  army,  at  the  specific  sum  of  £750  specie. 

The  next  limitation  to  claims  against  the  United 
States,  and  which  it  is  believed  by  the  committee 
embraces  the  claim  of  the  petitioner,  is  contained  in 
the  act  of  the  12th  February,  1793,  which  took  effect 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1794.  On  the  28th  of  February, 
1794,  the  petitioner,  instead  of  presenting  her  claim  to 
the  Treasury,  according  to  the  requisition  of  the  statute 
of  the  12th  of  February,  1793,  presented  it  to  Congress, 
who  took  cognizance  of  it,  and  ordered  it  to  lie  on  their, 
table.  Her  petition,  and  the  only  documents  on  which 
she  could  have  succeeded  at  the  Treasury,  were  re- 
tained in  the  possession  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives until,  and  for  some  time  after,  the  statute  of  lim- 
itations began  to  operate.  Your  committee  have  no 
hesitation  in  haxarding  the  opinion  that  in  a  case  like 
this,  between  A  and  B,  before  an  intelligent  and  up- 
right, and  equitable  judge,  the  claim  would  be  most 
undoubtedly  sanctioned,  as  not  coming  within  the  spir- 
it, although  it  may  full  within  the  strict  letter  of  the 
act  of  limitation. 

Placing,  however,  this  question  out  of  view,  the 
committee  are  still  of  opinion  that  the  claim  of  the 
petitioner  ought  to  be  allowed.  They  believe  that 
when  a  claim,  founded  in  a  fair  consideration,  and  sup- 
ported by  indisputable  evidence,  is  presented  for  pay- 
ment, a  proper  self-respect  on  the  part  of  the  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  justice  to  the  claimant,  requires  its 
discharge.  They  therefore  submit  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought  to 
be  granted. 

RELATIONS  M^ITH  SPAIN. 

Mr.  LiYERMORB  observed  that  he  belieyed  it. 
would  be  acknowledged  by  every  gentleman  that 
it  was  an  incambent  duty  of  the  Representativea 
of  the  people  to  obtain,  by  all  proper  means,  in- 
formation of  the  state  of  public  affairs,  especially 
so  far  as  relates  to  foreign  nations.  In  the  coarse 
of  the  present  session,  said  he,  we  have  heard  a 
great  deal  about  the  two  belligerents;  they  seem 
to  have  occupied  almost  the  whole  of  our  atten- 
tion— we  have  heard  nothing  of  any  other  nation. 
We  have  received  from  do  quarter  information 
relative  to  our  relations  with  any  nation  other 
than  the  two  great  belligerents;  but  when  we 
come  to  consider  the  case,  it  will  be  found  tbat 
there  is  at  least  one  other  nation  of  great  import- 
ance to  the  United  States — I  mean  the  Spanish 
nation ;  and  it  is  to  obtain  some  information  re- 
lative to  this  country  that  I  rise  to  offer  a  reso- 
lution. 

If,  sir,  we  consider  the  varions  lights  in  which 
this  country  presents  itself  with  reference  to  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  it  will  be  found  to 
be  of  the  greatest  importance  that  we  should  pay 
anention  to  it.  In  the  first  place,  the  territory 
occupied  by  that  nation  on  this  continent  is  of 
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immense  ezteot,  iniiabited  bf  a  very  numerous 
people,  possession  almost  all  climates,  and  pro- 
ducing perhaps  the  commodities  of  all.  It  abounds 
in  the  greatest  wealth,  has  numerous  ports  and 
harbors,  ad  van  tageously  situated  forcommerce,  and 
peculiarly  presents  itself  to  the  United  States  as 
a  country  with  which  we  carry  on  a  rery  lucra- 
tife  branch  of  commerce.  We  hare  nad  for 
several  years  various  disputes  with  the  Spanish 
Government.  Under  the  Spanish  Qovernment, 
great  depredations  have  been  made  on  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States;  spoliations  have  been 
committed  on  our  trade  to  a  very  large  amount, 
for  which  the  people  of  the  United  States  have 
never  been  indemnified.  There  have  also  been 
disputes  as  to  boundaries.  The  United  States 
have  at  a  very  great  expense  purchased  a  very 
large  territory  that  was  the  property  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Spain.  We  know  not  how  far  that  nation 
acquiesced  in  the  ptirchase.  Many  things  have 
been  said  as  to  the  improper  manner  in  which 
the  man,  Governaenti  or  nation,  who  sold  the 
territory  to  the  United  States  became  possess- 
ed of  It.  It  has  been  said  that  he  or  they 
never  acquired  a  just  title  to  the  territory ;  that 
it  was  simply  placed  in  his  or  their  possession 
for  the  purpose  of  guarantying  to  a  branch  of  the 
Spanish  family  the  Kingdom  of  Btruria — and 
we  all  well  know  what  has  become  of  that  King- 
dom. Whether  the  Spanish  monarch  recognised 
the  right  of  France  to  transfer  or  not,  is  an  im- 
portant question.  At  any  rate,  the  boundaries  of 
the  Spanish  territories  and  of  those  of  the  United 
States  are  not  settled.  I  believe  it  will  be  found 
of  the  greatest  importance  that  there  should  be  a 
settlement  of  this  dispute.  In  consequence  of  a 
neglect  to  settle  them  at  a  proper  opportunity, 
the  country  might  be  hereafter  drained  of  its 
population  by  unprofitable  wars.  When,  sir,  we 
reaect  on  what  has  occurred  in  relation  to  the 
army  under  Gbencml  Wilkinson  at  New  Orleans, 
every  one  will  recoil  with  horror  at  the  idea  of 
what  miffht  be  the  consequence  of  prosecuting  a 
war  in  that  quarter  to  maintain  even  our  just 
rights. 

The  commerce  of  the  United  States  with  no 
nation  on  the  Continent  is  more  advantageous  to 
us  than  with  European  Spain.  We  have  been 
informed  by  the  newspapers,  the  only  source  of 
information  in  this  case,  of  various  vicissitudes 
in  the  Goiernment  of  Spain,  of  the  abdication  of 
Charles  IV.  in  favor  of  his  son  Ferdinand^  of  the 
captivity  of  the  latter,  of  a  Junta  assumin^^  the 
Government  in  the  name  of  Ferdinand  VII.  en- 
deavoring to  resist  a  foreign  yoke,  and  that,  as 
far  they  have  been  able,  they  have  released 
our  property  carried  in  under  decrees  heretofore 
nnnouneed  to  us  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  being  consonant  to  the  system  of  Bona- 
parte. We  know  also  that  a  public  function- 
ary, under  the  name  of  Charg6  des  Afiaires  of 
the  United  States,  still  resides  in  Spaui,  and 
has  been  accredited  by  that  Government.  It  is 
important  to  our  citizens  to  know  how  far  they 
may  trade  to  Spain.  It  is  important  to  secure 
the  friendship  of  the    Spanish  population  in 


America,  be  the  dtnation  of  afiaira  in  Europe 
what  it  will.  I  consider  it  our  bounden  duty  to 
endeavor  to  obtain  information  on  this  subject. 
I  hope  that  no  gentleman  will  think  it  derogatory 
to  ijoiquire  into  the  state  of  our  relations  with  that 
nation.  As  I  conceive  that  very  important  in- 
formation may  be  given  by  the  Executive  whioh 
does  not  require  secrecy,  and  that  we,  aa  the 
Representatives  of  the  people,  ought  to  have  that 
information,  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  offer 
the  following  resolution : 

Re$alved,  That  the  Presidant  of  the  United  States 
be  reqmested  to  caas»  to  be  laid  before  this  Hottae  each 
information  as  he  can  communicate,  whieh  does  not 
require  secreqy,  of  the  appeiatment  of  an  Amhaante 
or  other  Public  Mmister  by  the  Government  •f  Spain,  or 
the  Sopfeme  Central  Junta  exeroisiAg  ^m  Govemnient 
in  behalf  of  the  People  of  Spain,  linoe  the  detantioa 
of  their  King  in  France,  or  of  the  application  of  aaj 
person  to  be  received  by  the  President  and  accredited 
as  a  Public  Minister  under  saeh  authority.  And  ef 
any  measures  taken  or  proposed  on  the  part  of  Qpaia, 
since  the  purchase  of  Loaisiana  by  the  Uaiiad  Slatci, 
for  the  settlement  of  differences  and  making  iademai- 
fieation  for  claims  against  that  Government  for  qpotiap 
tions  committed  on  the  high  seas.  And,  also,  for«et^ 
tling  the  boundaries  between  the  Territories  of  the 
United  States  and  the  Spanish  Territories.  And  any 
official  information  which  may  have  been  received  ^reai 
Charles  the  Fourth,  King  of  Spain,  of  his  having  ab- 
dicated the  Government  in  fovor  of  Ferdinand  the  Sev- 
enth, and  of  hii  acoq^tance  thereof^  And,  genetaily, 
audi  information  as  may  enable  Congress  to  form  a 
correct  idea  of  the  relatiTe  situation  H  the  People  of 
the  United  States  with  the  Spanish  People  and  Got- 
erament. 

On  the  qnestton,  "Will  the  House  now  con- 
sider the  resolution  ?"  It  was  determmed  in  the 
negative,  57  to  43. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLBANa 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  various  resolutions  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  batture. 

Mr.  Gholson,  desirous  to  have  some  specific 
proposition  propounded  lo  the  House  for  decision, 
moved  that  the  Committee  rise,  with  a  view  to 
refer  the  subject  to  a  select  committee. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Baooh, 

FiSK,   BOTB,    PoilfOBXTBB,    GARDBNIEa,    KufO, 

PoTTBa,  nnd  Ross,  and  snpporced  by  Messfls^ 
Gbolsoji,  Love,  and  Taoup. 

The  motion  was  negatived,  66  to  90. 

The  first  resolution,  among  the  many  referred 
to  the  committee,  which  came  under  consideration, 
is  as  follows: 

''Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  authorise  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  if  he  shall  be  of  opia- 
ion  that  the  United  States  have  such  a  claim  to  tbs 
batture  in  front  of  the  suburb  of  St.  Mary,  in  the  city  Qi 
New  Orleans,  as  will  justify  the  expense  of  pio^^' 
ting  the  same,  with  the  assent  of  the  persons  removed 
dierefrom,  on  the  26th  of  January,  1808,  to  naotf 
three  persons,  who  shall  ha?e  full  power  to  hetf 
and  finally  determine  all  right,  title,  claim*  end  deaiand 
whatsoever,  as  well  of  the  United  States  as  of  the  P»- 
loaaso  lamovedy  both  in  law  and  eqaity>  andtbltr 
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depMioB,  or  «  mftjotitj  of  Ibem,  shtll  be  InndiDg  as 
w^  on  the  United  States  as  the  said  parties." 

Messrs.  Alston,  Taylor,  and  Troup,  opposed 
ihe  resolution,  and  Mr.  Emott  supported  it. 

A  motion  waa  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
and  n^tived,  58  to  48. 

Mr.  Love  opposed  the  resolution  and  concluded, 
bj  a  motion  to  rise. — Negatived. 

Mr.  Taylor  opposed  the  resolution. 

Mr.  WiMN  moved  to  rise;  negatived. 

Mr.  LovB  and  Mr.  GkioLsoN  opposed  the  reso- 
lution, and  Mr.  Ross  and  Mr.  Kby  supported  it. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Hblm a  that 
the  Committee  rise,  and  carried,  53  to  51.  And 
the  House  adjourned. 


Thursoat,  March  1. 

Mr.  PoTDRAB  presented  sundry  resotutiens  of 
the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  in  relation  to 
the  batture  in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitting  a  copy 
of  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  on  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  the  batture  in  New  Or- 
leans, in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  27th  ult. ; 
wbica  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  Menace  was  received  from  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  transmitting  copies  of  the  trea- 
ties concluded  with  the  Dehiware^  Pottawatame, 
Miami,  Bel  Rirer,  and  Wea  tribes  of  Indians, 
for  the  extin^ishment  of  their  title  to  the  lands 
therein  described ;  and  recommending  to  the  con- 
sideration of  Congress  the  making  provision  by  law 
for  carrying  them  into  execution.  The  Message 
and  treaties  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

BATTURE  AT  NBW  ORLEANa 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday  ^  and  the  ques- 
tion being  taken,  Shall  the  Cfommittee  of  the 
Whole  have  leave  to  sit  again  on  the  resolutions 
proposed  by  Mr.  Sbefpey,  on  the  11th  December 
last,  relative  to  the  batture  in  front  of  the  suburb 
8t.  Mary,  in  New  Orleans  1  it  was  determined  in 
Che  negative. 

A  notion  was  adade  by  Mr.  Poindbxtbh,  that 
the  Hoase  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Bmohedy  That  it  b  expedient  to  snthorixe  the  per* 
soniy  or  their  legal  representatives,  who  were  removed 
from  the  batture  in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  the 
TerritoTy  of  Orlemni^  by  order  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  95th  January,  1806,  to  institute 
an  action  of  ejectment,  or  snch  other  snit  or  action  ss 
maybe  necessary,  in  the  district  court  of  New  Orleans, 
against  the  Mayor  of  the  city  of  New  Orieans,  who  shall 
he  constituted  a  defendant  in  such  action,  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  asserting  and  defending  the  right  of 
the  United  States  to  said  batture ;  and  that  the  Judge 
of  the  said  court,  after  the  issue  is  joined  between  the 
parties^  be  authorized  and  required  to  order  such  action 
to  be  tried  in  such  circuit  court  of  the  United  States 
wliere,  in  fab  opinion,  a  fur  and  impartial  tiial  can  be 


had ;  and  the  Judgment  of  the  court  to  which  the  i 
shall  be  vemo^  for  trial  as  aforesaid,  may  be  re-exam- 
ined and  reversed  or  affirmed,  in  the  same  manner  as 
other  causes  in  such  drenit  court  are ;  and  Uie  final 
judgment,  seatence,  or  decree,  in  such  action,  shall  be 
final  and  conclusive  between  the  United  States  and  all 
individual  claimants  as  to  the  title  of  the  sud  batture, 
and  may  be  plead  in  bar  to  any  subsequent  snit  or  action 
for  the  recovery  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof;  and 
the  record  and  proceedings  in  such  action  shall  be 
returned  and  deposited  among  the  judgments  of  the 
said  district  court  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

The  said  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

Mr.  Rhea  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
two  resolutions  submitted  by  him  some  time  ago, 
directing  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  laying  additional 
duties  on  ail  importations  from  Great  Britain  and 
Prance. 

Mr.  Potter  opposed  their  passage.  He  said 
the  only  effect  of  adopting  the  measure  they  con- 
templated would  be  to  increase  smuggling  and  to 
raise  the  prices  of  Europeab  goods  already  in  the 
hands  of  our  merchants. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  observed  that  the  subject  be- 
ing already  specially  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means,  there  could  be  no  necessity 
for  passing  these  resolutions,  unless  gentlemen 
deemed  the  committee  too  slow,  and  wished  to 
spur  them  up. 

Mr.  Rhea  observed  that  if  the  doctriue  of  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Potter)  was 
correct,  it  would  be  a  reason  why  no  duties 
should  ever  have  been  laid.  If  former  Legisla- 
tures had  acted  with  such  views,  there  never 
would  have  been  any  revenue  raised.  The  gen- 
tlemen from  the  Eastern  States  ought  to  be  the 
last  to  oppose  such  a  measure;  because,  as  they 
were  engaged  more  in  manufacturing  than  any 
other  portion  of  the  Union,  every  additional  duty 
would  operate  to  their  advantage.  The  subject 
might  b€  collaterally  before  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means,  but  he  wished  particnlsrlf  to 
point  their  attention  it. 

Mr.  McKiM  observed  that  this  appeared  to  him 
to  be  a  time  when  the  United  States  ought  sedu- 
lously to  cultivate  their  own  resources.  When 
our  commerce  was  on  all  sides  interrupted,  he 
wished  not  to  see  our  infant  manufacturing  estab- 
lishments depressed  hy  permitting  foreign  manu- 
factures to  compete  with  our  own  on  advantage- 
ous terms;  and,  therefore,  he  hoped  the  resolutions 
would  pass,  and  some  such  measure  be  adopted. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  hoped  the  resolutions  would 
not  pass.  It  appeared  to  him  that  every  measure 
coming  before  the  House  was  calculated  to  de- 
press the  price  of  the  produce  of  the  agriculturist 
and  to  raise  the  price  of  imported  articles.  Why 
ought  this  time  particularly  to  be  selected  for 
raising  the  duties  on  imported  goods  when  the 
importation  of  such  goods  was  absolutely  inter- 
dicted by  law?  The  very  reference  of  these 
propositioos  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  he  said,  would  have  an  effect  to  raise  the 
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prices  of  the  goods  on  baod.  It  was  not  a  pro- 
position to  lay  discriminatiDg  duties;  be  never 
would  consent  to  tax  agriculture  for  tbe  purpose 
of  raising  up  manufactures.  Nte  wished  to  see 
manufactures  flourish,  but  not  at  the  expense  of 
agriculture. 

.  Mr.  Potter  said  that  the  duties  on  imports 
were  already  as  high  as  they  ous^ht  to  be.  In 
the  State  which  he  represented  there  were  per- 
haps more  manufactories  of  cotton  than  in  all 
tbe  United  States  besides.  But  be  would  not,  to 
make  them  still  greater,  depress  agriculture. 
Tbe  profits  of  the  manufacturer  were,  besides, 
already  sufficiently  large.  While  the  agricul- 
turists for  some  time  past  bad  not  made  two  per 
cent,  on  their  capital,  the  manufacturers  had 
made  from  50  to  100  per  cent,  and  become  enor- 
mously rich. 

Mr.  Rhea  was  not  certain  that  be  should  be 
for  increasing  the  duties,  but  he  wished  a  full  re- 
port on  the  subject.  That  manufactures  would 
do  injury  to  the  agricultural  interest,  was  a  para- 
dox, be  said,  more  talked  about  than  understood. 
If  the  United  States  consume  as  much  produce 
as  was  exported,  would  not  agriculture  be  bene- 
fitted b)[  the  increased  demand  for  produce? 
Everything  tending  to  lessen  the  importation  of 
foreign  merchandise  went  to  the  benefit  of  agri- 
culture. 

Mr.  Macon  was  willing  to  refer  the  subject, 
though  he  would  not  agree  to  tax  the  agricultur- 
ist for  the  benefit  of  the  manufacturer.  He  did 
not  fear  the  effect  of  a  reference  on  the  market. 
Numerous  petitions,  praying  an  increase  of  duty 
on  imported  bats,  nad  been  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee; but  he  presumed  the  reference  of  those 
petitions  bad  not  raised  tbe  price  of  hats. 

Mr.  Eppes  observed  that  on  the  8tb  of  January 
tbe  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  had  address- 
ed a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  ask- 
ing how  far  the  duties  on  goods  imported  into 
the  United  States  could  be  increased  without 
detriment  to  tbe  revenue.  The  committee  had 
been  since  that  time  in  daily  expectation  of  an 
answer,  on  which  they  intended  to  act  as  soon  as 
it  was  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Livermorb,  the  resolutions 
were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

Tbe  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  as  reported  with  amend- 
ments by  a  select  committee. 

Tbe  bill  as  amended  provides — 

That  tbe  President  of  tbe  United  SUtes  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized,  at  such  times  as  he  shall  deem 
necessary,  to  require  of  the  Executives  of  the  several 
States  and  Territories,  to  organize,  arm,  and  equip, 
according  to  law,  and  hold  in  readiness  to  march  at  a 
moment's  warning,  their  respective  proportions  of  one 
hundred  thousand  militia,  officers  included,  to  be  ap- 
portioned bj  the  President  of  the  United  States,  from 
the  latest  militia  returns  in  the  Department  of  War ; 
and  in  cases  where  such  returns  have  not  been  made, 
bj  such  other  rule  as  he  shall  judge  equitable. 

Sic  S.  That  the  Executtvct  of  the  aeveral  Btatea 


and  Territories  may  accept,  as  part  of  the  said  detach- 
ment, any  corps  of  volunteers  who  shall  engage  to 
continue  in  service  six  months  after  thej  arrive  at  the 
place  of  rendezvous. 

Sbc.  3.  That  each  company  of  volunteers  may  be 
composed  of  volunteers  from  one  or  more  companies 
of  militia,  and  shall  be  commanded  by  such  officers 
from  the  respective  companies  to  which  they  belong, 
as  the  Executive  of  the  State  or  Territory  may  des- 
ignate for  that  purpose,  having  regard,  as  near  as  may 
be,  to  the  numbers  volunteering  from  each  company. 

Sic.  4.  That  each  volunteer  shall  sign  an  engage- 
ment to  serve  the  United  States,  according  to  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act ;  and  when  his  eng^agement  shall  be 
accepted  by  the  Executive  of  the  State  or  Territory  to 
which  he  belongs,  he  shall,  as  soon  as  called  into  ac- 
tual service,  under  authority  of  the  United  States,  be 
subject  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war ;  and  may  alto 
be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  to  any 
place,  not  beyond  sea,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States. 

Sec.  5.  That  when  a  return  of  such  volunteers  shall 
be  made  to  the  Department  of  War,  each  non-com- 
missioned officer  and  private  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
United  States  with  a  musket  and  other  accoutremeots 
required  by  law,  in  complete  order,  and  each  musician 
with  a  suitable  instrument  of  music. 

Sbc.  6.  That  the  said  volunteers  shall,  once  in  each 
year,  if  not  called  into  actual  service,  be  encamped  for 
ten  days  successively,  for  improvement  in  camp  doty 
and  discipline,  either  by  regiments,  battalions,  or  com- 
panies, as  the  commander  of  brigade  shall  direct.  And 
in  case  any  non-commissioned  officer,  musician,  or  pri- 
vate, shall  fail  to  attend  and  perform  his  duty  as  afore- 
said, without  an  excuse  satisfactory  to  the  command- 
ant of  his  regiment,  or  shall  so  appear,  without  being 
uniformed  according  to  orders,  his  arms  and  accoutre- 
ments, or  musical  instruments,  shall  revert  to  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

SsG.  7.  That,  for  the  safe-keeping  and  security  of  the 
arms,  accoutrements,  and  instruments  of  music,  afore- 
said, the  commandant  of  each  regiment  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  and  required  to  designate  some  con- 
venient place  of  rendezvous,  at  whiob  the  volunteers 
aforesaid  shall  meet,  for  the  purpose  of  being  instruct- 
ed in  camp  duty  and  discipline,  as  herein  before  di- 
rected ;  and  at  the  place  so  designated  there  shall  be  an 
arsenal  for  the  deposite  of  the  said  arms,  accoutre- 
ments, and  instruments  of  music,  to  be  kept  in  good 
order,  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  several  companies 
of  volunteers  aforesaid,  either  to  be  instructed  in  camp 
duty  and  discipline  as  aforesaid,  or  when  called  into 
actual  service.  And  at  the  expiration  of  the  time  for 
which  such  volunteers  engaged  to  §evret  they  shall 
each  be  entitled  to  the  arms,  accoutrements,  and  in- 
struments of  music  aforesaid,  as  their  own  private 
property,  to  be  used  and  dikposed  of  as  they  shall  think 
proper:  Provided  neoertheleas^  That  before  any  such 
volunteer  shall  receive  the  arms,  accoutrements,  or  in- 
struments of  music  to  which  he  is  entitled  by  this  a<^> 
he  shall  produce  from  the  commanding  officer  of  his 
regiment  a  certificate  that  he  has  performed  the  service 
required  by  hu  engagement. 

Sac.  8.  That  the  commanding  officer  of  each  regi- 
ment be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  and  required  to 
rent  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  a  convenient 
building  to  be  used  as  an  arsenal,  for  the  deposite  of 
the  arms,  accoutrements,  and  instruments  of  m^ 
aforesaid ;  and  to  allow  the  armorer,  to  be  appointed 
for  keeping  the  same  in  good  order,  such  reasonable 
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coipen«ition»  not  eouaediDg  ^^—  per  month,  w  in 
his  jodgBMnt  shall  be  just  and  equitable.  And  in  case 
there  shall  net  be  a  suifficient  number  of  volunteers  in 
any  State  or  Territory  to  form  a  regiment,  then  the 
duties  required  of  the  commandant  of  regiment  shall 
be  performed  by  the  commandant  of  battalion. 

8kc.  9.  That  while  marching  to  and  from,  and  per- 
forming doty  at,  such  encampment,  the  commissioned 
officers  and  musicians  shall  be  allowed  the  same  month- 
ly pay,  and  the  non-commissioned  officers,  musicians, 
and  prfTStes,  the  same  rations  as  in  the  Army  of  the 
United  States,  and  one  da3r's  march  ihatl  be  estimated 
at  twenty  BHlee. 

Bbc  10.  That  the  detachment  of  militia  and  volun- 
teers afiueaaid,  shall  be  officered  out  of  the  present 
mililia  oiBcess,  at  elhefs,  at  the  optiotn  and  discretien 
«f  the  eonstitationAl  authority  in  the  respective  States 
a»d  Tenitoffies,  the  Piesident  appointing  the  general 
officers  among  the  sevenal  States  and  Territories,  as  he 
jnay  deem  proper. 

Sac.  11.  That  the  said  detachments  shall  not  be 
oompelled  to  serve  a  longer  time  than  six  months  after 
they  arrive  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  that  during 
the  time  of  their  service  they  shall  be  entitled  to  the 
same  pay,  rations,  and  allowances  for  clothing,  as  are 
established  by  law  for  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 
Sec  13.  That  the  militia  draughted  as  aforesaid,  or 
•who  shall  volunteer  as  a  part  of  the  detachment  au- 
thorized by  this  act,  shall  be  liable  to  do  duty  in  the 
several  regiments,  eompanies,  and  corps  to  which  they 
belong,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  would  do  if  tbe 
albreeaid  detadmient  had  not  been  made,  except  when 
VL  service :  ProMed,  Iwwever^  That  in  all  caseswhere 
sod  detachment  shall  be  called  into  service,  or  when- 
ever anch  troops  shall  be  called  out  for  military  exer- 
ctee,  they  shall  be  excused  from  perfcMrming  duty  in 
their  respective  regiments  and  corps,  during  the  con- 
tinqsnre  of  such  service. 

Sac.  13.  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  call  into  the  ser- 
vice any  part  or  the  whole  of  said  detachment,  when 
he  shall  judge  that  the  exigencies  of  the  United  States 
require  it ;  and  if  a  part  only  of  said  detachment  shall 
be  called  into  actual  service,  they  shall  be  taken  from 
such  parts  thereof  as  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  deem  proper. 

Sac.  14.  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  million  of 
doHars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  appropriated  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropria- 
ted, for  the  pay,  subsistence,  and  eupponrt  of  such  part 
ef  ssid  detadimeot  as  shall  be  called  into  aotual  ser- 


Sbc  1&  That  this  act  shall  eentinue  and  be  in  foroe 
tar  two  years  fion  the.  passage  thereof,  and  so  longer. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  HmrFT  conceived  that  the  clause  which 
proyides  for  tbe  apportionment  of  the  draught, 
accord iog  to  the  last  retarns  wocild  operate  uoe- 
qoally,  as  some  returns  had  been  regafarly  made, 
and  others  had  not.  Such  an  apportionment 
woold  require  from  Massachusetts,  oDe*fifty-aev- 
enth  part  of  her  whole  population  ;  from  Rhode 
ialand.  one-sixtieth  ;  from  Connecticut,  one-sev- 
cnty-ninth;  from  New  Jersey,  onethirty-eighth; 
from  Delaware,  one-forty-third.  This  iaecjuality 
wms  owing  to  the  different  modes  of  roaktag  re- 
torus.  He  proposed  an  amendment  authorizing 
the  npportionment  to  be  made  according  to  the 
"ber  of  white  male  inhahitauts  between  16 
11th  CoH.  2d  Slss.— 47 


and  45  years  of  age,  as  ascertained  by  the  laat 
census. 

Mr.  Ross  opposed  the  amendment  as  opera- 
ting; partially  towards  States  having  black  popu- 
latioD,  and  therefore  agp^ressively  on  the  States 
having  no  black  population. 

Mr.  Tboop  replied  to  Mr.  Ross's  rem.irk8  on 
the  subject  of  black  population. 

Mr.  Vabndm  opposed  the  amendment,  because 
it  would  operate  unjustly.  Those  States  whose 
numbers  had  not  increased  at  all  would  have  to 
contribute  more  than  their  proportion,  whilst 
those  which  had  rapidly  increased  in  populatioa 
would  contribute  just  as  much  less  than  their 
proportion  as  their  n ambers  at  the  last  census 
were  smaller  than  at  present. 

Mr.'  Root  thought  the  mode  proposed  by  the 
bill  most  advisable.  Every  mode  would  be  lia- 
ble to  objections.  One  reason  of  the  difference 
in  the  ratio  6f  tbe  returns  of  the  militia  was,  ^ 
that  New  Jersey  returned  all  the  Q,uakers  as  mi- 
litia men,  whilst  other  States  did  not.  If  tbe 
proposed  amendment  was  adopted,  New  Yock 
would  not  have  her  proportion,  as  he  was  anx- 
ious she  should  have,  if  the  bill  passed  as  report- 
ed. If  the  amendments  reported  were  not  agreed 
to,  he  did  not  care  how  few  were  required  of  that 
State. 

Mr.  Marion  was  opposed  to  the  amendment, 
because  he  thought  ihe  apportionment  ought  to 
be  according  to  the  returns,  though  no  Btal^ 
would  be  more  benefited  by  a  di&rent  course 
tbaa  South  Carolina.  Policy  forbade  that  State 
to  lessen  the  number  of  its  militia,  and  every  man 
capable  of  iniUtia  duty  was  returned,  and  there- 
fore the  State  returned  a  larger  number  iu  pro- 
portion to  its  white  populatioa  than  other  States. 

Mr.  Southard  was  in  favor  of  striking  out 
the  present  mode  for  the  purpose  of  substituting 
another,  though  he  did  not  precisely  concur  in 
the  mode  proposed. 

Mr.  Holland  spoke  against  the  ameodmeot. 

Mr.  HcFTY  withdrew  ois.amendment  to  mitk^ 
way  for  auother  motion,  viz: 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to  ap^ 
portion  the  respective  quotas  "according  to  the 
'  number  of  white  male  inhabitants  between  the 
^  ages  of  16  and  45,  to  be  collected  from  any  re- 
*  turns  in  the  Depftrtment  of  War,  or  io  any 
'other  way  he  (the  President)  may  judge equit- 
•able."  .  .       . 

The  question  being  taken  on  this  motion,  it 
was  negatived. 

Mr.  Garland  objected  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
which  provides  that  the  officers  shall  receive  pay 
whilst  in  training,  whilst  a  similar  provision  was 
not  contained  as  to  the  privates. 

Mr.  Clay  observed  that  the  privates  were  to 
receive  their  accoutrements  instead  of  pay. 

Mr.  Nelson  was  in  favor  of  putting  the  offi- 
cers and  privates  on  tbe  same  footing.  If  they 
paid  one,  they  ought  to  pay  both.  The  accou- 
trements would  be  of  no  use  to  a  person  but  in 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  if  he  should  be 
again  called  into  service.  It  seemed  hard  tbst 
the  officers,  who  were  generally  men  of  jproperty, 
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should  be  paid  for  their  senrice,  whilst  the  pri- 
vates, less  able  to  lose  their  lime,  were  to  receive 
nothing.  If  there  was  to  be  a  distinction,  he  had 
rather  the  privates  should  be  paid,  and  the  officers 
should  serve  gratis. 

Mr.  Garland  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as 
provide  that  non-commissioned  officers  and  pri- 
vates also  should  receive  pajr  whilst  in  training. 

Mr.  Root  said  he  admired  the  zeal  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  on  this  occasion  ;  but  he 
was  confident  if  be  had  examined  the  bill  in  all 
its  bearings,  he  would  not  have  made  the  same 
objection.  The  bill  was  calculated  to  reward 
both  officers  and  soldiers.  The  officers  being 
bound  to  fumbh  themselves  with  all  accoutre- 
ments were  to  receive  pay,  but  no  other  emolu- 
ment, neither  forage  or  rations.  Officers  in  the 
Army  rarely  drew  rations,  but  took  commuta- 
tion. It  was  supposed  the  usual  pay  would  about 
defray  the  officer's  expenses  while  attending  on 
duty,  and  that  it  was  supposed  would  be  enough. 
It  was  calculated  to  pay  the  officers  partially  with 
honor.  No  more  ou^ht  to  be  bestowed  than 
would  secure  them  from  loss  in  volunteering 
their  services.  As  to  the  privates,  it  was  only 
those  who  subscribed  to  certain  engagements  that 
were  to  be  employed  in  this  extra  service.  As 
an  inducement  they  were  to  draw  rations  whilst 
on  duty,  and  for  pay  they  were  to  receive  their 
arms  and  accoutrements  at  the  expiration  of  their 
engagement.  The  gentleman  from  Maryland 
seemed  to  think  that  arms  would  be  of  no  value 
to  them.  Mr.  R.  said,  if  the  gentleman  would 
reflect  that  by  the  present  militia  laws  every  cit- 
izen was  bound  under  a  penalty  to  furnish  him- 
-self  with  arms,  and  those,  too,  of  a  certain  descrip- 
tion, he  would  deem  these  arms  worth  something. 
By  this  means  for  their  services  they  would  re- 
•ceive  muskets  of  the  kind  required  by  law,  which 
ihey  might. not  otherwise  be  able  to  acquire. 
Musicians  were  to  receive  both  pay  and  rations, 
because  the  musical  instrument  was  not  suffi- 
ciently valuable  to  make  a  donation  of  it  to  op- 
erate as  an  inducement  to  the  musician  to  volun- 
teer his  services. 

Mr.  Clat  had  no&^reat  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment. But  surely,  he  said,  a  set  of  arms,  worth 
ten  or  fiAeen  dollars,  was  sufficient  remuneration 
for  ten  days'  service  in  training.  When  called 
into  actual  service  they  were  to  receive  in  every 
respect  the  same  pay  as  regular  troops. 

Mr.SfifiLiE  said  that  the  arms  were  a  bounty 
to  volunteers.  The  rations  were  to  support  them 
while  in  the  field.  In  fixing  the  pay  of  an  army, 
of  whatever  description,  due  regard  ought  to  be 
had  to  the  materials  of  .which  it  is  composed. 
This  was  not  to  be  a  mercenary  regular  army, 
but,  as  he  trusted,  a  body  composed  of  the  best 
materials  of  the  country. 

Mr.  VAHNnM  was  in  faror  of  the  amendment. 
Notwithstanding  the  donation  of  the  accoutre- 
ments of  the  soldiers  might  be  deemed  a  suffi- 
cient compensation  for  ten  days'  service,  yet  it 
was  to  be  considered  that  those  who  turned  out 
as  volunteers  and  signed  an  eagaffement  to  serve 
six  months,  and  to  remain  under  that  engagement 


two  years,  made  a  considerable  sacrifice.  The 
bounty  of  a  set  of  arms  was  not  too  great  an  in- 
ducement to  engage.  In  addition  to  this  they 
ought  to  receive  compensation  while  in  service, 
and  be  placed  in  this  respect  on  a  par  with  the 
officers. 

Mr.BAssETT  said  that  in  ordinary  militia  duty 
the  laws  at  present  required  every  militiaman  to 
be  mustered  at  least  six  days  in  a  year  at  his  own 
cost,  and  in  so  doing  they  were  often  compelled 
to  go  twentv  or  thirty  miles  to  the  place  of  ren- 
dezvous. Now  the  ten  days  in  the  year,  during 
which  these  volunteers  were  to  be  exercised, 
would  be  but  an  addition  of  four  days  to  the 
time  now  required,  and  as  compensation  they 
would  draw  the  rations  the  whole  time.  The 
sum  to  be  paid  to  each  one,  if  the  amendment 
was  adopted,  would  be  bat  a  dollar  and  two- 
thirds,  and  no  great  object  to  the  individuals; 
but  as  economy  was  of  importance  at  this  time, 
the  sum  total  would  be  an  object  to  the  finances 
of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Garuind  observed  that  the  accoutrements 
were  to  be  no  part  of  compensation  for  the  ser- 
vices of  the  volunteers,  out  a  bounty  to  induce 
them  to  engage.  These  distinctions  between 
officers  and  privates  were  always  odious.  Hence 
it  was  that  it  was  so  much  easier  to  procure  an 
army  of  officers  than  of  soldiers.  Small  as  the 
sum  was  to  each  individual,  the  amendment  was 
correct  in  principle,  and  would  place  the  privates 
on  an  equal  footing  with  the  officers.  These 
persons  were  not  by  the  bill  exempt  from  ordinary 
militia  duty,  as  he  understood  it ;  so  that  it  would 
be  ten  and  not  four  days' additional  service.  The 
distinction,  if  suffered  to  remain,  would  be  odi- 
ous and  prejudicial  to  the  system  ;  and  if  the  pay 
was  only  six  cents  instead  of  a  dollar  and  two- 
thirds,  it  ought  to  be  given. 

Mr.  Root  was  afraid  that  this  bounty  to  the 
volunteers  would  break  them  down.  It  was  pro- 
posed now  to  give  to  the  privates  the  same  pay 
and  rations  as  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
whilst  in  service.  If  the  same  was  given  to  the 
officers  (to  whom  the  bill  allows  pay  only)  there 
would  be  a  sreat  contest  who  should  be  received 
as  officers.  No  more  was  required  than  a  suffi- 
cient inducement  to  the  militia  to  volunteer,  and 
it  was  already  held  out  bv  the  bill.  If  the  com- 
mittee were  thus  lavishly  bountiful,  before  the 
bill  found  its  way  to  the  President,  it  would  be 
broken  down. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Garlano  was 
agreed  to— 40  to  35. 

Mr.  Basbett  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  six  months,"  the  time  for  which  the  militia  are 
liable  to  serve  after  they  arrive  at  the  place  of 
destination,  and  insert  **  nine  months."  If  to  be 
called  out  at  all,  six  months  would  be  too  short  a 
time  for  them  to  employ  it  to  any  advantage.— 
Agreed  to— 49  to  32. 

Mr.  Hale  said  there  were  many  companies  lo 
the  United  States,  and  in  some  parts  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia,  who  were  already  armed  aad 
equipped  according  to  law.  To  them  a  bounty 
of  their  accoutrements  would  be  no  indacement 
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to  engage.  He  mored  to  amead  the  bill  by  ad- 
ding a  provision  that  any  Tolunteer,  who  had  at 
his  own  expense,  armed  and  equipped  himself 
accordiD|r  to  law,  should  receive  compensation 
therefor  in  money  equal  to  the  cost  of  the  arms, 
to  be  estimated  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Bdr.  PoiNDEXTBR  hopcd  the  motion  would  not 
be  agreed  to.  It  appeared  that  the  United  States 
\aA  already  a  sufficient  number  of  arms  to  arm 
the  whole  namber  to  be  called  into  service  under 
the  bill.  If  a  million  of  dollars  was  to  be  ex- 
pended for  the  arms  for  these  volunteers,  it  would 
essentially  change  the  question  which  the  bill 
presented  to  the  House.  It  was  a  desirable  ob- 
ject, acknowledged  bv  all  to  be  so,  to  disperse  the 
arms  in  possession  of  the  Government  over  the 
United  States.  The  amendment  would  involve 
the  Government  in  an  enormous  expense;  and 
those  persons  who  had  not  guns  would  borrow  a 
gun  to  master  with,  and  the  €k)vernment  would 
have  to  pay  for  it,  and  there  would  be  no  more 
arms  dispersed  through  the  country  than  there 
were  at  present.  The  object  was  to  preserve  the 
arms  of  the  United  States  in  ffood  order,  and  to 
disperse  them  over  the  United  States,  and  both 
Ejects  would  be  defeated  by  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Clat  opposed  the  amendment  as  leading 
to  imposition  on  the  Government. 

Mr.  Halb  said  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  ex- 
tremely hard  that  one  part  of  the  people  should 
be  compelled  to  arm  themselves  completely  at 
their  own  expense,  whilst  another  part  was  armed 
at  the  public  expense. 

Mr.  Clat  observed  that  Virginia  had  many 
stands  of  arms,  though  they  were  not  dispersed 
among  the  people,  but  deposited  at  particular 
places.  He  believed,  if  the  fact  could  be  ascer- 
tained, it  woald  be  found  that  some  of  the  States, 
whose  militia  had  not  arms  in  their  hands,  had  as 
many  arms  as  those  States  whose  militia  was 
•completely  armed. 

Mr.  Root  said  that  the  amendment  moved  by 
the  gentleman  would  have  a  bad  effect  on  the 
country  he  represented.  It  might  be  that  in  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire  the  whole  body  of  the 
militia  was  armed  according  to  law,  but  he  had 
no  doubt  that  the  inspectors  permitted  arms  of 
Tery  different  calibres  to  pass  inspection.  But  if 
they  were  completely  armed,  the  youth  growing 
up  would  want  arms.  Where,  however,  the  mi- 
litia were  not  all  armed  according  to  law,  the 
yoong  men.  for  speculation  alone,  would  sign  the 
engagement.  They  would  borrow  muskets,  draw 
money  for  them,  and  the  country  would  be  no 
better  armed  than  it  is  now.  The  object  of  the 
bill  was  to  invite  citizens  to  go  into  camp,  and 
become  acquainted  with  military  discipline,  as  a 
remuneration  for  which  they  were  to  receive  a 
stand  of  arms  at  the  end  of  the  period  of  their 
engagement.  He  had  no  doubt  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  persons  might  be  found  unarmed  in  the 
Elastern  States  to  complete  their  whole  quota. 

Mr.  Halb  observed  that  if  the  arms  were  not 
according  to  law^  his  amendment  would  not  ben- 
efit those  holding  them,  and  that  would  remove 


one  objection  of  the  gentleman  who  had  just  sat 
down. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  if  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to,  every  man  volunteering  would  be 
ready  armed ;  and  the  United  States  would  be 
charged  with  an  additional  expense  of  a  million 
of  dollars. 

The  amendment  was  negatived — ayes  25. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  moved  to  strike  out  the  words 
"  not  beyond  sea ;"  as  he  did  not  believe  the  mili- 
tia could  be  marched  anywhere  out  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  he  wished  to  do 
away  all  ambiguity  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  the  volunteers  were,  if  their 
services  were  required,  to  go  without  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  but  not  beyond  the 
sea. 

Mr.  Maoon  wanted  to  know  what  sort  of 
troops  these  were ;  they  appeared  to  be  neither 
one  thing  or  the  other.  He  was  as  desirous  as 
any  one  of  arming  the  whole  body  of  the  militia 
of  the  United  States,  but  he  did  not  think  this 
the  best  way  of  doing  it. 

Mr.  PoiNDEXTER  quoted  the  dictionary  to  ex- 
plain to  gentlemen  the  meaning  of  the  word 
''  volunteer,"  viz :  '^  a  soldier  who  goes  of  his 
own  accord."  Before  engaging,  they  were  to  sign 
an  obligation  to  serve  if  wanted.  If  -the  amend- 
ment was  agreed  to,  they  could  not  march  to 
Canada,  if  necessary. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  said  if  he  was  in  error,  it  ori^- 
natedfromthe  name  With  which  the  bill  waschria- 
tened  *'a  bill  authorizioff  a  detachment  from  the 
militia  of  the  United  States."  The  Constita- 
tion  gave  Congress  no  power  to  call  out  militiiL 
but  to  execute  the  laws,  repel  invasion,  &o.,  and 
for  that  purpose  there  could  be  no  occasion  for 
their  goiiie  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States.  Was  this  the  way  Congress  were  to  legis- 
late 7  ^^  ^^^  ^y  ^'  ^i^ce  that  they  were  going 
to  war  ?  These  two  little  words,  it  seemed,  were 
a  declaration  of  war  against  Canada.  Mr.  Yah 
Horn  said  he  had  no  idea  of  authorizing  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  march  the  mi- 
litia or  volunteers  into  Canada.  It  was  a  new 
way  of  makinfl:  war.  He  had  as  much  confi- 
dence in  the  President  as  he  had  ever  expected 
to  have  in  any  man,  but  he  thought,  under  the 
oath  he  had  taken  to  support  the  Constitution,  he 
could  not  vote  for  the  bill  if  the  words  were  re- 
tained. 

Mr.  Varnum  observed  that  the  title  need  not 
be  an  object  of  objection,  for  that  could  be  amend- 
ed at  a  proper  time.  If  Great  Britain  should 
make  an  attack  on  the  country,  those  men  would 
be  ready  to  march  into  the  British  provinces.  If 
an  attack  was  made  by  France  on  the  other  hand, 
and  it  was  necessary  to  go  into  Florida,  these 
men  would  be  ready  for  that  purpose.  He  was 
clearly  of  opinion  that  the  words  ought  to  be  re- 
tained. • 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  if  his  Eastern  friends  should 
be  invaded,  he  wished  to  be  ready  to  assist  them  ; 
and,  when  they  had  driven  the  enemy  back  to 
the  line,  to  be  at  liberty  to  step  over  it.  He  said 
gentlemen  might  as  well  doubt  the  right  of  Con« 
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gress  to  legislate  tt  all,  as  ddubt  their  right  to 
make  the  provisions  contemplated  by  the  bill. 
Whether  it  was  retained  or  not,  he  apprehended 
that  the  militia,  after  they  had  driven  an  invading 
force  to  the  line,  would  not  slop  there. 

Mr.  Key  thought  this  a  very  important  ques- 
tion, wrapped  up  in  the  soft  title  of  a  bill  author- 
izing a  detachment  of  militia.  He  agreed  with 
the  gentleman  that  the  militia,  after  pursuing  the 
enemy  to  the  line,  would  not  pull  off  their  hats 
and  bid  them  good  bye;  but  that  was  not  the 

SlUelBtidn.  This  "detachment  of  militia,"  was  in 
act  a  provisional  army  to  serve  for  nine  months, 
in  effect  a  standing  army  for  that  time.  There 
was  nothing  ever  less  like  a  militia  than  this  vol- 
unteer corps.    He  was  for  the  amendment. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  Committee  rise 
«nd  report  progress. 

Mr.  Lton  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
Hse,  for  it  seemed  to  be  jUst  understood  that  this 
bill  was  to  raise  an  army  of  100,000  men  to  go  to 
Canada  or  Cape  Horn.  He  was  not  much  alarmed 
at  the  idea  of  the  President's  UMng  the  power 

Sroposed  to  be  given  him  by  the  bill.  No  Presi- 
ent  would  dare  to  call  Out  an  army  to  attack 
Canada  under  such  a  bill  as  this.  But  why  vio- 
late the  Constitution  in  this  way?  One  of  the 
jgTcat  charges  against  the  Federal  Administration 
"was,  that  it  created  an  army  in  this  way  that  the 
Constitution  did  not  recognise.  He  had  no  idea 
in  this  way  of  raising  an  army  to  go  to  Hudson's 
"Bay  or  Cape  Horn.  If  that  was  not  intended, 
why  not  strike  out  the  words? 

Mr.  Holland  said  it  would  be  perfectly  un- 
flerstood  by  those  engaging  as  volunteers,  that 
they  were  to  go  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States  if  required,  and  he  wished  the 
United  States  to  have  fifty  or  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men  ready  to  march  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing if  it  should  be  deemed  necessary. 

The  Committee  then  rose — 50  to  46 — and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again. 


FViDAY,  March  2. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKim, 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  House  such  inform- 
ation as  he  may  be  possessed  of,  touching  the  emol- 
uments and  expenditures  of  the  Collector  of  the 
port  of  Baltimore,  for  the  years  1808  and  1809,  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  office. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow, 

Ordered,  That  the  Menage  from  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  certain  Indian 
treaties,  received  yesterday,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  enclosing  his  two 
annual  reports  respecting  unproductive  post  routes 
and  public  contracts ;  which  were  read,  and  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  <*  An 
act  making  an  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  the  practical  use  of  the  Torpedo  or  Sub- 


marine Explosion;  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

MRS.  HAMILTON'S  CLAIM. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  following  resolution  reported 
by  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
Elizabeth  Hamilton. 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  onght 
not  to  be  granted. 

Messrs.  Nelson  and  Taylor  opposed,  and 
Messrs.  Root,  Boyd,  and  Montgombry,  support- 
ed the  report — each  at  considerable  extent. 

At  length  the  question  was  taken  in  Commit- 
tee, and  the  report  disagreed  to,  60  to  52.  The 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  disagreement. 

The  House  concurred  with  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  in  their  disagreement — yeas  62,  nays 
52,  as  follows : 

Teas — Burwell  Basset,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Ja8.Breck- 
enridge,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  EpaphroditUs  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fitk, 
Thomas  Oholson,  jr.,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Rieh- 
ard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liv- 
ermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  LjoDt 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Tho- 
mas Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Ben- 
jamin Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Jofliah  Quincy,  John  Ross,  Adam  Seybert,  Dennis  Smelt, 
Samuel  Smith,  John  Stanley,  William  Stedman,  Jamei 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samo^ 
Taggart,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tra<T,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheaton,  and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

NATS—Wiliis  Alston,  jr.  William  Anderson,  Bse- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mtt- 
fhew  Clay,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam Pindley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Jacob  Huffy,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Alexandar 
McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Tho- 
mas Moore,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Perter,  J<An  I^ 
of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneaeee,  Matthias 
Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  SagOf 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Heory  8ofi»- 
ard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Thompson,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Robert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  Witiierspoon. 

After  some  conversation  as  to  the  proper  coatsc 
now  to  be  pursued,  . 

Mr.  Gholson  mored  that  the  Committee  ot 
Claims  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill,  pursuant  to 
the  prayer  of  Elizabeth  Hamilton. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to  by  yeas  and  nays- 
Si  to  46— as  follows :  . 

YsAS—BurwcU  Bassett,  Daniel  Blai»deII,JM.  Brjck- 
cnridge,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Wil- 
liam Chambcrlin,  Bpaphroditus  Champion,  Warbn 
Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  JoM 
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Da^imik*  WiUian  Ely,  Jame«  6mott»  Jonathan  Fiskt 
*Qboaia«  Gbc^soo,  jr.,  Thomai  It  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Hetater,  Benjamin  How- 
aid«  Jenatban  H^  Hubbard,  Richard  JackiOD,  jr^  Bich- 
mtd  M.  JohneoA,  Walter  Jonee,  Philip  B*  Key,  Herman 
Sfliekeiba<^K0r,  Joseph  Lewia,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Lir- 
eODora,  Robert  Le  Roy  LiyingBton,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Vineent  Matthewe,  Archibald  MeBryde,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  William  Mil^oit  Jeremiah  Morrow,  J4Miathan 
O.  Moa^y,  Gurdon  8.  Mnmford,  Roger  Nelaon,  Tho- 
rns^. Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Peaiaon,  Benja* 
min  Pid^an,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potteiv 
loiiah  Qnincy-i  John  Ross,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Stan- 
ley, William  Stedman,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis.  B. 
Btmiei,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samnel  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
Uri  Tr^y,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  KilHan  K.  Van  Rensf 
selaer,  Laban   Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel Bacon,  Dand  Bard,  Wi^Uam  W.  Bibb,  William 
Bntler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett, 
CKdeon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  William  Kennedy, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore^ 
TlKmas  Moore,  Thomas  Newbdd,  John  Porter,  John 
Baa  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat* 
tiiias  Ricfaaids,  John  Roane,  Brastus  Root,  Ebeneier 
8age»  Thomtas  Sammons,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilioi 
Geoise  Smitl^  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  and 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

CLAIM  OP  JOHN  MULLOWNY. 
Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  John  Mullowof. 
relerred  on  the  4th  December  last;  which  was 
read,  and  ooncarred  in  by  the  House.  The  report 
is  as  follows : 

That  this  claim  is  for  damages  arisinf  from  the  cap- 
tODB  of  the  British  brig  Catharine,  in  the  year  1798,  by 
tiie  French  national  ship  L'Embnscade,  Captain  Beau- 
fraid,  within  the  territory  of  the  United  States,  and 
atwarded  in  1794,  by  the  district  court  of  New  York,  to 
the  amount  of  $2,934  70.  The  committee  refers  to, 
and  makes  a  part  of  this  report,  the  letter  from  Mr.  Jef- 
fiarson  to  Mr.  Madison.  The  committee  will  fiirther 
add,  that  the  United  States  are  not  liable  to  make 
pecuniary  compensation  for  any  iiyury  inflicted  by  a 
pelfigerent  within  the  jurisdiction  of  our  neutral  waters. 
We  are  bound  only  to  use  all  the  means  in  our  power 
to  prevent  such  a  wrong,  and  to  restore  the  property 
when  talKu.  So  that  the  claim  in  this  case  is  not  enti- 
tled to  the  legal  or  equitable  consideration  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  either  upon  the  general  principles  of  the 
laws  of  nations,  or  upon  the  peculiar  circumstances  of 
the  case.  The  vessel  and  cargo  in  this  case  were 
restored  by  the  interposition  of  the  United  States,  and 
Ihe  claim  is  ^e  damages  recovered  in  our  courts ;  and 
St  would  be  improper  that  the  United  States  should 
nsume  a  responsibility  for  such  damages.  All  that  can 
be  asked  in  such  a  case  would  be  the  legal  process  of 
Ipie  courts  to  reach  the  person  and  the  property  of  the 
fn^vidual  against  whom  judgment  was  pronounced, 
which  was  not  withheld  in  this  case.  The  committee 
recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Retolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  onght  not 
to  be  granted. 


MoriDAT,  M^rch  5, 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  enclos- 
ing a  resolution  of  the  General  Assembly  of  that 
State,  expressive  of  their  approbation  of  the  con- 
duct of  the  General  Government  in  the  negotia- 
tions with  foreign  Powers;  which  were  read, ana 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

CONVOY  AND  ARMINGv 
Mr.  Eppbs,  from  the  commUlee  to  whom  were 
referred  the  amendments  from  the  Senate  to  the 
bill  concerning  commercial  intercourse,  A-c,  and 
Mr.  E.'s  amendments  thereto,  together  with  thp 
bill  reported  by  Mr.  Bdrwell,  concerning  con- 
voy, dbc.,  reported  in  part  tl\e  following,  bill : 
A  Bill  authorizing  the  President  to  employ  the  p^blj^ 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States  in  protecting,  by 
convoy,  merchant  vessels  owqed  whoUy  by  oitiaei^ 
of  the  United  States,  i^  v^ages  to  porta  or  p-'a^oef 
with  which  intercourse  is  prohibited  by  the  decre«f| 
or  orders  of  the  Governments  <^  Qfeat  Brit^  ao4 
France. 

Whereas,  when  two  nations  go  to  war,  those  that 
remain  at  peace  retail  their  natural  rijht  to  pursue 
their  agriculture,  manufactures^  and  commerce;  to 
carry  the  produce  of  their  labor  to  all  pjaces,  belligerr 
ent  or  neutral,  as  usual;  to  go  and  cpme  freely  with: 
out  injury  or  molestation ;  and,  in  short,  that  U^e  w^ 
shall  be  to  them  as  if  it  did  not  exist  (with^  the  except 
tion  only  of  not  fttrnisl4ng  to  either  pafty  implen^ntif 
of  war  for  the  annoyance  of  the  oiher ;  ijor  a^yttijpg 
whatever  to  a  place  actually  invested  by,  ita  ei^epiy :} 
And  v?hereas,  the  state  of  war,  at  present  existing  he- 
tween  Great  Britain  and  France,  furnishes  no  legitjr 
mate  right  to  either  to  interrupt  Uie  agriculture  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  peaceable  excbaiu^  of  it^  prpr 
duce  with  all  nations:  And  whereas,  the  GoverniuepLtf 
of  Great  Britain  and  France  have,  at  various  periodVf 
issued  decreee  and  orders  iu  violation  of  the  laws  of 
i>ations,  which,  if  submitted  to,  must  QnaDy.  terminate 
in  the  destruction  of  agrioulturiB  aud  commerce* 
branches  of  industry,  which  give  food,  clothing,  ap4 
comfort,  to  the  great  mass  of  the  inhabitants  of  th? 
United  States;  And  whereas,  np  nation  ci^^  a)ihmi| 
to  have  its  peaceable  industry  suspenilpd,  at  the  n^eno 
will  of  other  nations:  And  whereas,  repeated  appUce^ 
tions  have  been  made  to  the  Governments  pfjGhreat 
Britain  and  France,  by  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  for  a  withdrawal  of  their  decrees  i^  orderfir 
violating  the  lawful  commerce  and  neutral  rignts  of 
the  United  States;  and  these  decrees  and  orders  aff# 
stiU  persisted  in,  to  the  groat  injury  of  the  U;iute4 
States  and  in  violation  of  their  rights: 

Be  it  tnacted.  By  the  Senate  and  House  of^  -^^fire- 
sentative^  of  the  United  States  of  America^  in  Con- 
grets  assembled,  That  the  merchant  vessels^  of  the 
United  States,  owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizeivt 
thereof;  laden  wholly  with  articles  of  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  owned 
wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof;  navigated 
wholly  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  not  having  pi^ 
board  implements  of  war,  and  bound  to  aoy  port  or 
place  not  actually  invested,  with  which  iutercpum 
shall  be  prohibited  by  the  decrees  or  orders  of  the 
Governments  of  Grei^t  Britain  or  France,  s]]^aU  b$  t^r 
titled  to  protection  by  convoy. 

Sic.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  Preai- 
dei\t  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby. 
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authorized  and  required,  on  the  application  of  a  citizen 
<Hr  citizens  of  the  United  States,  to  employ  the  public 
armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  in  convoying  and 
protecting  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof;  laden 
wholly  with  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manu- 
fiicture  of  the  United  States,  owned  wholly  by  a  citi- 
zen or  citizens  thereof;  navigated  wholly  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  not  having  on  board  implements 
of  war,  and  bound  to  any  port  or  place  not  actually  in- 
Tested,  with  which  intercourse  shall  be  prohibiteid  by 
the  decrees  or  orders  of  the  Governments  of  Great 
Britain  or  France. 

Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  is  hereby  authorized  to  in- 
struct the  commanders  of  the  public  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  to  oppose  and  defend  against  any 
search,  restraint,  or  seizure,  which  shall  be  attempted 
upon  vessels  sailing  under  convoy,  by  the  commander 
or  crew  of  any  armed  vessel  sailing  under  British  or 
French  colors,  and  to  repel  by  force  any  assault  or 
hostility  which  may  be  committed  by  such  British  or 
French  armed  vessel  pursuing  such  attempt,  and  to 
aubdue  and  capture  the  same. 

8ic.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  British 
or  French  armed  vessel  which  shall  be  captured  in 
consequence  of  search,  restraint,  or  seizure,  which  shall 
1)6  attempted  upon  vessels  under  convoy,  shall  be  con- 
sidered lawful  prize,  and  may  be  condemned  in  any 
court  of  the  United  States  having  competent  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  the  proceeds  arising  from  the  sale  of  such 
prize  shall  be  distributed  in  conformity  to  the  provis- 
ion of  the  act  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy 
of  the  United  States. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  after 
notice  of  this  act  at  the  several  custom  houses,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  to  refuse  a  clearance  to 
any  merchant  vessels  bound,  under  convoy,  to  any 
port  or  place  with  which  intercourse  shall  be  prohibited 
by  the  decrees  or  orders  of  the  Governments  of  Great 
Britain  or  France,  unless  satisfactory  proof  shall  be 
exhibited  that  the  cargo  of  such  vessel  consists  wholly 
of  articles  of  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of 
the  United  States ;  that  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  owned 
wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof;  that  the  vessel 
is  navigated  wholly  by  citizens  of  the  United  States ; 
and  no  part  of  the  cargo  consists  of  implements  of 
war.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collector  to  annex 
to  the  clearance  granted,  a  certificate  stating  that  the 
Teseel  and  cargo  are  owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or 
dtizens  of  the  United  States;  that  the  vessel  is  navi- 
gated wholly  by  citizens  of  the  United  States;  that 
die  cargo  consists  wholly  of  articles  of  the  growth, 
|m>duce,  or  manufiausture  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
implements  of  war  constitute  no  part  of  the  cargo. 

Sec  6  And  be  it  further  enacted,  For  the  better 
regulation  of  the  conduct  of  the  collectors  at  the  several 
ports,  that  the  terms  **  implements  of  war,"  used  in 
this  act,  shall  be  considered  as  including  the  following 
articles  and  no  oth^r,  viz:  saltpetre, sulphur,  cuirasses, 
pikes,  swords,  sword  belts,  knapsacks,  saddles  and  bridles, 
cannons,  mortars,  fire-arms,  pistols,  bombs,  grenades, 
bullets,  fire-locks,  flints,  matches,  and  gunpowder. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States  shall  be,  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized  to  establish  suitable  instructions  in  conform- 
ity with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  for  the  regulation  of 
the  conduct  of  the  collectors  at  the  several  ports,  and 
of  the  officers  of  the  navy  employed  in  convoying  mer- 


chant vessels  bound  to  ports  or  places  with  which  in* 
tercourse  shall  be  prohibited  by  the  decrees  or  orden 
of  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  or  France. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever 
the  decrees  and  orders  of  the  Governments  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  violating  the  lawful  commeros 
and  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  shall  be  with- 
drawn, the  powers  vested  in  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  by  this  act  shall  cease  and  determine.  And 
in  the  event  of  a  withdrawal  of  the  decrees  and  orders 
of  only  one  of  the  belligerents,  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  continue  to  employ  the  public 
armed  vessels  in  protecting,  by  convoy,  (in  conformity 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act)  the  lawftil  commerce  of 
the  United  States  against  the  Power  continuing  ifr 
force  its  decrees  or  orders. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Eppes  also  reported  the  disagreement  of 
the  committee  to  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  bill  coDcerniog  commercial  inter- 
course, d&c. 

The  immediate  consideration  of  the  last  men- 
tioned report  of  the  Committee  was  objected  to* 
by  Mr.  Dana  and  Mr.  Q^uuicy,  because  the  time 
(12  o'clock)  had  not  arrived  for  laking  up  the 
order  of  the  day.  But,  before  the  question  was- 
taken  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Q,uinct  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  the  hour  arrived;  and  Mr.  Q,uinct  with- 
drew his  motion.  Messrs.  Burwell  and  Liveb^ 
MORE  spoke  in  favor  of  an  immediate  decidon, 
as  also  did  Mr.  Q,dinct. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  coocurriDg 
with  the  report  of  the  select  committee  in  theii 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate.- 

Mr.  Dana  called  for  a  division  of  the  questioo. 
He  was  in  favor  of  agreeing  with  the  Senate  in 
striking  out  all  the  sections  they  had  expunged, 
except  the  last,  which  limits  the  duration  of  the 
bill. 

The  question  was  taken,  without  debate,  oo 
concurring  with  the  committee  in  their  disagree- 
ment to  all  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  except 
so  much  as  strikes  out  the  last  section,  and  deci- 
ded in  the  affirmative — yeas  67,  nays  47,  as 
follows: 

YiAS— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,. 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  BuUer, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  ClopV>n,  How- 
ell Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox, 
Waiiam  Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Fmdley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Jacob  Huity,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  Samuel  McKee  Alexander  McKim,  Pleti- 
ant  M.  Miller,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gar* 
don  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton, 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl* 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomt» 
Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smilie,  George  SmitiV' 
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Samael  8mUb»  Henij  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Taylor,  John  ThompBon,  Uri  Tracy,  Charlee 
Turner,  jr^^  Robert  Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  Daniel 
BUiadellt  James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Epaphroditua  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heiflter,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun., 
William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knicker- 
backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St  Loe  Livermore, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archi- 
bald McBiyde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitldn,  jr.,  Elisha  R. 
PMter,  Joaiah  Quincy,  John  Ross,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Stanley,  William  Stedman,  James  Stevenson,  Lewis 
B.  Stmrges,  Jacob  Swoope,  George  M.  Troup,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert 
Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and 
James  Wilson. 

So  the  House  refused,  by  a  majority  of  twenty, 
to  agree  to  strike  out  the  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  7tb, 
Stb,  9tb,  10th;  lltb,  and  13th  sections. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  eoncurring 
with  the  committee  in  their  disagreement  to  the 
remainder  of  the  Senate's  amendments.  tIz: 
striking  ont  the  12th  section  (limiting  the  bill  to 
the  end  of  the  next  session.) 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  was  not  for  making  the  law 
perpetual,  and^  therefore,  he  should  certainly 
Tote  against  this  part,  though  he  was  in  favor  of 
all  the  rest  of  the  Senate's  amendment. 

Mr.  Pitkin  hoped  this  part  of  the  amendment 
would  not  be  agreed  to,  the  more  especially  as  a 
bill  was  this  morniog  laid  on  the  table  for  com- 
mencing  a  conroy  system.  If  we  excluded  armed 
▼es-sels  from  our  waters,  no  doubt  other  nations 
would  adopt  the  same  course  in  relation  to  our 
Tessels.  The  bill  ought,  therefore^  certainly  to 
have  a  short  existence,  if  passed  into  a  law,  or 
our  vessels  would  not  be  permitted  to  convoy 
vessels  to  any  port. 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  strike 
out  this  section,  and  lost,  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen members  voting  to  retain  the  section,  and 
not  one  to  strike  it  out.    ' 

So  the  bill  is  returned  to  the  Senate  precisely 
JO  the  same  form  in  which  it  first  went  Irom  this 
House. 

BATTURB  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  refused  a  call  of  Mr.  Bassbtt  for 
the  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate 
respecting  the  Navy,  and  of  Mr.  Clay  for  the 
militia  rolunteer  bill— and,  on  motiod  of  Mr. 
PoiNOEXTER,  again  took  up  the  subject  of  the 
battare  at  New  Orleans. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Po  indbxtbr  on 
a  former  day,  but  modified  to-dav,  was  under 
eoosideratioD  in  the  following  woras: 

RemUvedf  That  it  is  expedient  to  anthorize  the  per- 
sons, or  their  legal  representatives,  who  were  removed 
fiem  the  battora  in  front  of  the  snburb  8t  Maiy,  in  the 
Tsnitorj  of  Orleans,  by  order  of  the  President  of  the 
Uatted  Btetea,  on  the  twenty-fiiUi  day  of  Janaaiy,one 


thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  to  institute  such 
suit  or  action  as  may  be  necessary,  in  the  District  Court 
of  New  Orleans,  against  the  Attorney  of  the  United 
States  for  the  District  of  Orleans,  who  shall  be  consti* 
tuted  a  defendant  in  such  action,  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  asserting  and  defending  the  right  of  the  United 
States  to  said  batture ;  and  that  the  judge  of  the  said 
Court,  after  the  issue  is  joined  between  the  parties,  be 
authorized  and  required  to  order  such  action  to  be  tried 
in  such  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States,  where,  in' 
his  opinion,  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  can  be  had ,  and'* 
the  judgment  of  the  court  to  which  the  same  shall  be 
removed  for  trial  as  aforesaid,  may  be  re-examined  and^ 
reversed  or  affirmed  in  the  same  manner  as  other  causes  - 
in  such  Circuit  Court  are;  and  the  final  judgment,, 
sentence,  or  decree,  in  such  action  shall  be  final  and 
conclusive  between  the  United  States  and  all  individual 
claimants  as  to  the  title  of  the  said  batture,  and  may 
be  plead  in  bar  to  any  subsequent  suit  or  action  for  the 
recovery  of  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  the  rec- 
ord and  proceedings  in  such  action  shall  be  returned  and 
deposited  among  the  judgments  of  the  said  District 
Court  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans. 

After  much  debate,  the  question  was  taken  od 
its  passage,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative — yeaa 
60,  nays  47,  as  follows  : 

YiAS — Ezekiel  Bacon,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boj^d, 
John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Cham- 
berlin, Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  d^ittenden, 
Matthew  Clay,  Henry  Crist,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hub- 
bard, Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  niilip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe 
Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  Mo- 
Kee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Gurdon  8.  Mumibrd,  John 
Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr., 
Timothy  Pitkin  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Ross,  Thomas  8am- 
mons,  Adam  Seybert,  Paniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt, 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  William  Stedman, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WUlis  Alston,  jr.,  Wfl- 
liam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  WilUam 
W.  Bibb,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WiUiam 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Ctopton,  Howell  Cobb, 
James  Cochran,  William  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha, 
John  W.  Eppee,  WUliam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Barrillai  Gannett,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hafty,  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
hill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  above  resolution  was  referred  to  Messrs. 
Sheppey,  PoiNDBXTER,  Ross.  Van  Hobn,  and    - 
Miller,  to  bring  in  a  bill  contormable  thereto. 

And  the  Houae  adjourned. 
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Tuesday,  March  6. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  making  appropriations 
for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Indian  treaiies; 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com* 
mittee  o(  the  Whole  on  Thursday. 

Mr.  Emott,  from  the  committee  appointed)  on 
•the' twenty-second  of  January  last,  on  the  petition 
of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
presented  a  bill  relatire  to  the  retarnintf  and  em- 
pianuelling  bf  jurors  in  the  Courts  of  the  United 
States;  which  Was  read  twice  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  Love,  from  the  CommitJee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  make  public  a 
road  in  Washington  county,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia;  which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys 
thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of 
War,"  with  amendments;  to  which  they  desire 
the  concurrence  of  this  House.  They  have,  also, 
^s3ed  a  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Minifie;"  to  which  they  desire  the  con 
currence  of  this  House. 

CONVOY  AND  ARMING. 

The  Hoase  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
tbe  Whole,  on  thci  bill  <*authori»ng  the  Presi- 
dent to  employ  the  public  drmed  vessels  of  the 
United  States  in  protecting,  by  convoy,  mer- 
chant ressels  owned  wholly  by  citizens  of  thie 
United  States,  in  voyages  to  ports  or  places  with 
w'hifch  intercourse  is  prohibited  by  the  decrees 
or  Orders  of  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain 
^d  France." 

The  bill  having  been  read  through  by  sections, 
Without  any  attempt  to  amend  it — 

Mr.  BuRWELL  spoke  in  favor  of  the  principle 
of  the  bill.  He  was  for  defending  the  strictly 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  States^ 

Mr.  Eppes  explained  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced him  to  be  in  favor  of  the  bill.  He  wished  to 
see  commerce  resume  its  natural  channel,  that  our 
farmers  and  planters  might  send  a  part  of  their 
nroduce  to  rortugal,  Spain,  Germany,  and  Hol- 
land— and  to  effect  this  object  he  was  willing  to 
protect  by  force  the  carriage  of  produce  of  our 
own  soil,  the  property  of  our  own  citizens,  on 
board  of  our  own  vessels. 

Mr.  Gold  said,  (hat  having  barelf  had  time  to 
nm  over  the  bill,  he  T^as  not  able  to  form  an 
opinioii  as  to  all  the  provisions  it  contained.  The 
present  was  indeed  a  time  of  ereat  difficulty,  and 
be  who  could  get  over  it  witnout  involving  the 
<iountry  in  war  would  deserve  well  of  his  country. 
The  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppes)  him- 
self had  acknowledged  that  the  question  of  the 
right  of  search  by  the  belligerents  was  one  of  a 
Very  delicate  nature.  The  gentleman  had  sug- 
gested however  that  this  bill  had  peculiarly  guarded 
against  difficulty  in  refusing  the  right  of  search. 


because  it  confined  the  cargrt  of  the  veiseb  to  be 
armed  or  conreyed  to  the  products  of  the  c6iiii- 
try,  and  exploded  enemies' goods.  Every  gentle- 
man, Mr.  G.  said,  must  see  that  this  was  a- ques- 
tion between  two  parties,  belHgerenfs  and  neo* 
trals.  Would  the  belligerents  accept  any  evi- 
dence from  a  custom-house  that  nothing  was  td 
be  found  on  board  an  armed  vessel  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nations  or  to  the  provisions  of  this  act7 
He  called  the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  law 
of  nations  on  this  point,  whether  it  contained  any 
sueh  principle  as  that  the  belligerent  was  bouM 
to  respect  custom-house  evidence,  declaring  the 
property  of  a  vessel  to  be  neutral?  If  that  had 
been  the  law  of  nations^  there  never  would  have 
been  any  difficulty — nothing  would  have  been 
more  easy  than  for  the  neutral  to  h&ve  atlopied 
a  coarse  which  would  at  onee  have  eluded  tlik 
right  of  search.  This  diffieolty,  wbiob  had  arisen 
during  every  war  for  many  years  past,  laid  bere*- 
that  in  time  of  war  the  neutral  always  suffered. 
Any  gentleman  who  would  take  pains  to  exam- 
ine this  subject  would  find  it  throughout  a  sub- 
ject of  ffreat  difficulty.  In  support  oT  the  general 
truth  of  this  assertion,  Mr.  G.  referred  to  Marshal 
on  Insurance,  and  quoted  these  passages : 

'*  That  the  right  of  visiting  and  searching  merchant 
ships  upon  the  high  seasi  whatever  be  the  dhips,  whi^ 
ever  be  the  cargoes,  whatever  be  the  destination,  is  an 
incontestible  right  of  the  lawfully  commissiened  crui- 
sers of  a  belligerent  nation." 

.  **  That  the  authority  of  the  sovereign  of  the  neutral 
country,  being  interposed  in  any  manner  of  mae 
force,  cannot  legally  vaiy  the  rights  of  the  belligerent 
cruiser." 

**  That  the  penalty  for  the  violent  contravention  of 
this  right,  is  the  confiscation  of  the  property  so  witli* 
held  from  visitation  and  search." 

In  support  of  his  position,  several  writers  were 
cited  by  Marshal.  Vattel,  who  was  not  an  Eng- 
lish writer,  contained  the  same  position.  *'  With- 
out searching  neutral  ships  at  sea,"  savs  the 
writer,  "  the  commerce  of  contraband  goods  can- 

*  not  be  prevented.  There  is  then  a  right  of  search- 

*  ing.  Some  powerful  nations  have  indeed,  at 
'  various  times,  refused,  to  submit  to  this  search. 
'  At  present,  a  neutral  ship  refusing  to  be  searched 
^  would  from  that  proceeding  alone  be  condemned 

*  as  lawful  prize."  The  course  of  evidence  at  the 
custom-houses,  guarding  against  the  admission  of 
enemies'  propertv,  Mr.  G.  sard  oould  not  be  effec- 
tual. When  had  a  neutral,  for  several  years  past 
claimed  a  right  openly  to  carry  enemy's  i^ropertv  ? 
It  was  always  covered  with  neutral  names.  Was 
it  expected  that  the  custom-house  officer,  a  triba* 
nal  of  one  party,  was,  on  ex  parte  evidence,  to  de* 
Drive  the  other  party,  the  belligerent,  of  his  right  I 
Mr.  G.  said  he  spoke  of  things  as  they  are,  and 
not  as  they  onght  to  be.  If  Congress  were  about 
to  frame  a  code  of  laws  for  nations,  they  might 
introduce  whatever  regulations  to  them  seeiAed 
equitable ;  but,  at  it  wae,  they  most  abide  by  the 
established  law  of  nations.  There  ought  be  iJm 
utmost  faith  id  the  officers  of  the  castovs,  and 
yet  enemies'  prop^ty  mig4it  elude  their  vigtlaneiL 
or  evade  the  law.    Again— ^What  evidence  woom 
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the  costom-bouse  G0icers  have  w^ethet  a  port 
wms  or  was  not  actually  invested  whea  it  granted 
aapers  to  a  ressel  ?  If  it  were  not  at  tt^  time 
bleekaded,  bow  coold  they  koow  that  it  would 
ttot  be  before  the  yessel  arrived  at  its  place  of  des- 
ttoatioii  ?  It  was  imposf ible  to  ^ard  against  tbis 
difficalty.  Wbat  constituted  inresunent'?  A 
Use  af  Dmval  force  drawn  arouiid  a  port  to  pre* 
sent  actual  bazard  to  Tessels  entering.  Would 
genlleaien  admit  that  a  vessePs  sailing  destined  to' 
a  port  3^000  miles  distant,  sboold  be  ground  of  for- 
feiture? Mr.  G.  said  he  knew  there  had  been 
••eh  decbioBs  in  the  courts,  but  tbe  question  was 
l»y  DO  means  settled.  A  port  not  invested  when 
a  vetsel  sailed  might  become  so  before  her  arri- 
▼al  at  it.  He  threw  out  these  ideas  with  a  view 
to  show  the  difficulty  of  any  tribunal  at  so  great 
a  distauee  pronooncing  on  any  question  relative 
to  blockade,  and  giving  such  evidenee  on  the  sub- 
ject as  should  obviate  the  right  of  search. 

In  reply  to  an  observation  of  Mr.  Burwcll, 
tkMLt  this  bill  by  ibtrodocing  the  principle  of  re* 
aistaoce,  would  do  away  the  pretext  of  retaliation 
■Bder  which  our  neutral  rigphta  had  been  invaded 
'-^Mt.  Q.  said  it  would  pvt  him  pleasure  if  the 
belligerents  could  be  satisfied  with  this  mode  of 
reasooiog. 

There  were  other  difficulties  which  he  had  aot 
time  to  examine.  The  list  of  contraband  might 
be  correct ;  but  a  neutral  nation  had  no  riff4it  to 
My  that  such  and  such  articles  alone  should  be 
d^med  contraband  of  war,  unless  the  list  was 
••  broad  as  to  exclude  all  possibility  of  disagree* 
mmxA.  He  found,  on  examiaation,  that  Sweden 
and  Spain  asserted  the  right  to  search  neutral 
vessels  and  to  examine*— I,  wbetber  the  list  of  c€n* 
trabaad  articles  was  correct  in  prindple ;  and,  2, 
whether  the  cargo  corresponded»with  the  deelara* 
tioa.  These  were  a  few  of  the  diffienities  which 
Mr.  CK  said  presented  themselves  to  his  mind  on 
dinss«bjeet« 

Mr.  IdmiPORn  said  that  the  senttmeots  express 
aed  by  Mr.  Burwbll  had  given  him  mat  plea 
•we.  He  hoped  that  Congress  would  protect 
their  own  commerce,  as  they  were  indispensably 
booad  by  the  Constitution  to  do.  His  colleague 
bad  quoted  writers  on  the  law  of  nations — be 
night  have  found  many  others— but  in  Europe 
^ey  were  considered  as  nothing.  Power  (said 
Mr.  M.)  constitutes  right;  and  we,  being  the 
weaker  on  the  ocean,  are  obliged  to  submit  to 
tile  strong.  But  I  hope  tbe  right  of  search  of 
r^taelB  carrying  the  productions  of  our  owo  soil 
will  not  be  sebmitted  to.  The  gentleman  says 
be  does  not  understand  how  our  custom-honse 
officera  are  to  have  knowledge  of  a  blockade's 
taking  place.  I  have  always  understood  that  no^ 
tices  of  blockade  are  given  to  foretgn  Ministers; 
•oefa  has  been  the  case  in  relation  to  the  block- 
ades by  Fraaceand  England^  In  no  ot^r  way 
•ould  this  Government  have  official  knowledge 
of  tfaena.  If  the  gentleman  from  New  York  ad* 
mits  tbe  doctrine  of  blockade  by  procUmation,  i 
for  one  cannot  agree  with  him.  I  do  not  see  how 
•ur  trade  can  be  carried  on  to  the  continent  of 
ftnepe  anlcM  you  do  oonvoy*-fof  our  mannei8| 


dress,  and  lanffuege,  are  so  nearly  similar  to  the 
English  that  they  cannot  be  distinguished.  Now 
the  only  way  to  make  the  character  of  our  ves- 
sels  undoubted,  is  to  convoy  them«  Respecting 
the  association  of  merchant  vessels,  I  do  not  fe^ 
confident ;  it  is  putting  it  too  much  in  the  power 
of  other  people  to  declare  war  for  you.  If  we  are 
to  have  war,  I  wish  to  have  some  one  responsi- 
ble for  it.  .  The  officer  commanding  the  convoy 
is  responsible  to  the  Qovernment,  but  captains  of 
merchant  vessels  are  not. 

Sir,  we  have  now  arrived  at  a  crisis  when  it 
behooves  every  man  to  come  out  in  defence  of  his 
country's  righ  ts.  No  doubt  our  countrymen  have 
had  enough  information  on  paper.  You  have 
for  the  last  three  years  sent  them  5,000  copies  of 
resolutions  and  5,000  copies  of  long  and  elaborate 
reports  of  committees  and  pamphlets  of  speeches^ 
They  are  now  perfectlv  acquainted  with  your 
foreign  relations ;  tfaey  enow  and  all  the  world 
knows  and  acknowledges  that  we  have  the  best 
of  the  argument ;  but  the  people  will  not  be  sat-  ' 
isfied  unless  you  come  out  boldly  and  assert  your 
rights  in  a  dignified  manner.  They  expect  it 
from  you.  Several  of  the  State  Legislatures 
have  patriotically  expressed  their  sentiments  to 
you  on  this  subject,  in  language  not  to  be  misua* 
der&tood ;  while  the  LegisFature  of  another  StatOi 
within  the  sound  of  the  cannon  of  Bunker's  Hill^ 
have  expressed  sentiments  that  were  not  to  be 
expected  from  the  cradle  of  our  giorious  Revoltk* 
tion. 

Mr.  Tboop  remarked  that  this  bill  pvcseneed  to 
consideration  some  very  important  and  some* 
what  novel  propositions.  It  proposed  to  occupy 
a  ground  essentially  differeal  from  that  hereto«> 
fore  taken  by  our  Cwvemment.  It  was  genemlly 
understood  and  generally  acknowledged  that  the 
belligerent  bad  a  rigbt  to  search  neutral  vesseki, 
and  the  right  had  never  been  questioned  by  our 
Qoverntneat.  To  afford  further  time  for  rejec- 
tion on  the  subject,  he  moved  that  the  Cgpamittea 
rise  and  report  progress. 

Mr.  Dana  said  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
had  stated  that  writers  on  the  law  of  natteaa 
were  no  authority  now,  and  that  power  constttu^ 
ted  right.  As  the  object  of  the  bill  was  to  maitt'^ 
tain  oar  maritime  rights,  he  wished  to  know  how 
much  power  was  in  the  bill.  How  many  pi^lie 
vessels  and  of  what  force  did  the  bill  prortde  ? 
He  asked  this  question,  because  if  this  bill  was 
intended  for  an  efficacious  assertion  of  our  ri^t, 
to  insure  to  us  any  respect,  it  must  be  sometbing 
more  than  paper.  How  many  frigates,  fully 
equipped^  officered  and  manned,  bow  many  skips 
of  war,  and  how  many  subordinate  vessels^  were 
provided  for  in  the  bill  ?  If  it  was  to  be  merelv 
a  formal  declaration,  without  any  force,  or  wita 
merely  one  or  two  vesseb  to  carry  it  into  effect, 
be  considered  it  perfectly  useless  for  mercantile 
protection,  efficacious  only  for  tbis  purpose-*- 
that  a  battle  might  take  place  between  one  of  our 
ressela  and  a  vessel  of  one  of  the  belligeivnts, 
and  ttias  involve  us  in  war.  He  had  anothct 
question  to  ask  about  the  collectors  of  the  ctM- 
utmn  ascertaining  property— wbetber  it  was  sup^ 
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posed  that  the  President  of  the  United  States,  in 
prescribing  regulations,  was  authorized  to  pre- 
scribe oaths,  and  inflict  punishment  for  their  vio- 
lation? Mr.  D.  said  he  had  another  question  to 
ask  as  respected  instructions  to  be  given  to  the 
officers  of  the  navy — whether  it  was  supposed 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  was  au- 
thorized to  give  instructions  to  the  commanders 
of  armed  vessels,  so  that  their  acts  should  be 
completely  compulsory  on  the  merchant  vessels  ? 
and  whether  he  could  give  such  instructions  that 
if  the  merchant  vessels  should  not  obey  signals, 
the  matter  should  be  inquired  into  ?  And  whether 
such  disobedience  was  to  be  considered  no  offence? 

Mr.  Eppes  said  that  before  this  subject  should 
again  come  under  discussion,  he  should  take  the 
gentleman's  question^  into  consideration,  and  pre- 
pare himself  to  answer  them — and  he  asked  the 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  to  prepare  to  meet 
another  question.  In  this  House  every  attempt 
made  to  operate  on  the  belligerents  on  land  had 
been  rejected  as  useless  and  dangerous;  but  the 
House  had  been  told  nevertheless  that  gentlemen 
were  prepared  to  maintain  the  rights  of  the  na- 
tion. He  called  upon  the  gentleman  to  prepare 
himself  to  answer  when  the  question  was  fairly 
before  the  House,  whether  what  had  been  said 
against  resisting  t^e  belligerents  in  any  way,  was 
to  be  set  down  to  the  score  of  juggling  imposture, 
or  whether  he  would  acknowledge  that  there  was 
no  way  to  defend  the  rights  of  this  country? 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  wished  the  gentleman,  as  he 
had  promised^  to  take  his  inquiries  into  consider- 
ation. He  wished  that  the  gentleman,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  who  reported  the  bill, 
would  condescend  to  exercise  his  talents  in  pre- 
scribing a  suitable  system  of  regulations.  The 
gentleman,  if  he  had  not  made  the  inquiry,  mi^bt 
also  be  led  to  inquire  how  many  vessels  the  Uni- 
ted States  now  had.  As  to  himself,  he  believed 
it  would  be  recollected  that  he  had  never  claimed 
the  honor  or  merit  of  responsibility  for  public 
measures,  particularly  when,  in  attempting  to 
vindicate  lock-jaw  measures^  it  had  been  so  fre- 
quently asserted  that  the  majority  only  were  re- 
sponsible for  public  measures.  This  he  was  not 
willing  to  admit  in  its  full  extent.  The  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  he  believed,  however,  was  not 
an  advocate  of  the  gag  rule.  Mr.  D.  was  willing 
to  give  his  opinion,  when  not  asked  for  in  an  ab- 
rupt or  improper  manner.  The  adoption  of  any 
system  must  depend  much  on  the  views  of  the 
Executive  and  his  friends,  as  its  success  must  de- 
pend on  the  manner  in  which  it  is  carried  into 
exedution.  And,  as  to  our  foreign  relations,  if 
any  measure  tending  to  bring  us  into  a  collision 
with  foreign  Powers  was  to  be  adopted,  it  would 
be  very  satisfactory  to  his  mind,  first  to  have  a 
view  of  the  whole  ground.  And,  on  this  subject, 
Mr.  D.  said,  he  was  not  assured  to  his  satisfac- 
tion that  he  knew  the  full  nature  of  bur  foreign 
relations,  nor  did  he  say  that  he  ought  to  know 
them.  There  might  be  good  reasons  for  not  com- 
municating the  whole ;  for  he  imagined^  on  in- 
spection oftbe  correspondence  with  our  Mmisters 
which  was  communieated,  it  would  be  found  that 


the  whole  had  not  been  laid  before  the  House. 
Mr.  D.  said  if  he  would  offer  a  measure  worthy 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  could  mature  it 
in  twenty-four  hours,  he  really  should  not  ia  a 
case  of  such  difficulty^  present  it  on  so  short  a 
consideration.  He  said  he  should  hope  that  gen- 
tlemen, with  the  aid  of  the  Executive  knowledge, 
with  all  their  various  projects  and  with  all  the 
honors  of  empire,  would  not  find  themselves  ex- 
hausted by  the  introduction  of  a  simple  project ; 
but  that  they  would  be  able  to  supply  to  it  what 
was  deficient  and  reject  what  was  redundant. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  he  had  been  induced  to  bring 
forward  this  measure,  in  order  to  see  whether  the 
Representatives  of  the  nation  could  agree  on  any 
measure  short  of  what  he  believed  to  be  a  iiaked 
surrender  of  its  rights  by  repealing  the  non-inter- 
course act.    If  the  bill  was  not  perfect,  he  itovited 
gentlemen  to  unite  their  talents,  and  examine 
whether  the  principle  of  the  bill  was  that  of  re- 
sistance to  the  decrees  which  violate  the  law  of 
nations  and  destroy  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States-— if  such  was  the  principle,  he  called 
upon  gentlemen  to  unite  in  rendering  it  effectual 
for  the  defence  of  our  rights.    If  the  bill  in  prin- 
ciple should  prove  totally  incorrect,  Mr.  E.  said 
he  would  take  any  other,  gentlemen  should  think 
better.    He  was  willing  to  pass  in  review  every 
measure  which  could  be  suggested  to  defend  our 
rights  against  the  tyranny  of  Great  Britain  and 
France ;  and  as  we  had  withdrawn  from  the  ocean 
for  years,  and  failed  in  obtaining  by  negotiation 
a  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  CounoiH  he  was 
willing  to  try  the  only  thing  left,  arming  or  in- 
terposition of  force  in  someway  to  operate  on  the 
belligerents.    Ever^r  attempt  hitherto  made  to 
operate  on  these  nations  has  failed ;  and  when  the 
bill  is  brought  fairly  under  discussion,  it  will  be 
difficult  for  gentlemen,  who  have  recorded  their 
names  against  submission,  who  have  refused  to 
operate  against  the  belligerents  in  any  manner  by 
land,  to  oppose  this  bill.    Mr.  E.  said  he  was 
against  any  measure  which  should  drive  the  na- 
tion to  a  surrender  of  its  rights  ;  and,  if  there  was 
only  this  mode  left  to  maintain  our  own  rights, 
he  was  for  trying  it.    If  driven  from  the  ocean, 
he  would  be  ready  to  act  on  land.    There  was  no 
instance  in  the  civilized  world,  in  which  a  nation 
having  a  seacoast  of  eighteen  hundred  miles,  a 
population  of  six  millions  of  people,  of  whom  six 
or  eight  hundred  thousand  were  capable  of  bear- 
ing arms,  ten  hundred  millions  of  capital,  (more 
solid  than  bullion,  because  consisting  in  five  hun- 
dred millions  of  acres  of  land,  at  two  dollars  an 
acre,  daily  increasing  in  value,)  had  submitted  to 
the  restrictions  of  another  nation  on  its  agricul- 
ture and  lawful  commerce.    Much  has  been  said 
at  various  times  of  the  resources  of  other  coun- 
tries—what were  they  7    Look  at  the  papers  laid 
before  the  British  Parliament,  said  he ;  what  do 
they  prove?    That  everything  capable  of  taxa- 
tion is  taxed.    We  have  no  interiuil  taxation  at 
all ;  the  only  tax  is  on  our  consumption  of  foreign 
products.    We  are  often  fold  that  we  have  no 
resources;  while  I  believe  that  there  is  not  a 
nation  on  earth  that  has  the  same  resourcei. 
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i    Show  me  a  nation  that  has  ten  hundred  millions 

^    of  bullioD — and  I  arer  that  our  capital  is  more 

Talttable  than  so  much  bullion,  because  the  bullion 

would  be  a  dead  capital,  and  our  land  is  continu- 

aliy  rising  in  value. 

With  the  number  and  force  of  the  public  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  Mr.  E.  said,  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  was  at  least  as  well  ac- 
quainted as  he  was.  Their  names  and  numbers 
had  been  repeatedly  laid  before  the  House  during 
the  present  and  late  sessions.  A  bill  was  also  be- 
fore the  House  for  fitting  for  serrice  all  our  frig- 
ates. U  Congress  decid^  for  taking  any  measure 
to  defend  the  rights  of  the  nation,  he  was  for  that 
bill.  If  the  nation  was  to  go  into  a  naked  sur- 
render of  its  rights,  the  best  course  would  be  at 
once  to  barn  the  navy  they  were  not  able  to  use, 
and  reduce  the  army  which  was  of  no  service. 

Mr.  ClDrNCT  observed,  that  if  this  bill  was  se- 
rioudy  meant  to  be  passed,  if  it  was  not  merely  a 
newspaper  measure,  or  party  hocus  pocus,  not 
only  Its  principle  but  its  details  must  be  rigidly 
examined.  And  he  was  therefore  in  favor  of  the 
Committee  rising. 

The  Committee  rose,  yeas 74, and  obtained  leave 
to  sic  again. 

COMMERCUL  INTERCOURSE. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  House  that  they  insisted  on  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  concerning  commercial 
iaterconrse,  dbc. 

Mr.  LiTKaifORK  moved  that  the  House  should 
recede  from  their  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  W.  AL.8T0N  moved  to  insist  on  the  former 
dingreement  by  this  House  to  the  Senate's  amend- 
ments. 

This  motion  took  preference  of  Mr.  Liv- 
bemorb's. 

Mr.  Dama  was  opposed  to  insisting.  He  was 
for  eonenrring  in  all  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate except  tbe  last.  One  general  reason  for  this 
being  so  was,  that  it  seemed  to  be  generally  ad- 
mitted that  the  existing  system  of  non-intercourse 
was  inoperative  for  any  purpose  of  good  ;  that  it 
was  snbservient  of  fraucl,  and  prejudicial  to  the 
fair  trader  only.  The  real  question  for  the  con- 
sideratioD  of  the  House  was,  whether  they  would 
persevere  in  a  system  condemned  by  experience  ; 
wbelber  they  would  persist  in  a  measure  acknowl- 
edged CO  be  worse  taan  useless  ?  Some  idea  of 
preserving  consistency  might  operate  on  the 
minds  of  some  gentlemen ;  but,  from  whatever 
canse,  the  experiment  having  failed,  why  perse- 
vere in  it  ? 

Mr.  LivBRMOBE  was  also  decidedly  opposed  to 
insisting  on  the  disagreement.  He  used  a  num- 
ber of  arguments  going  to  show  that  the  non-in- 
tereoorse  was  not  now  in  force  as  to  Great  Brit- 
ain. There  could* not  now  be  a  possibility  of  a 
doobt  that  this  must  be  the  construction  of  the  law 
if  ever  it  was  brought  before  a  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  This  state  of  things,  he  said,  called 
kndly  for  either  a  repeal  or  re-enaction  of  the  non- 
intercourse  law.    He  saw  no  use  in  persisting  in 


attempting  to  get  the  Senate  into  these  commer- 
cial restrictions.  Any  other  measures  deemed 
proper  by  gentlemen  might  be  deliberately  and 
separately  discussed  ;  but  there  was  an  absolute 
necessity  that  this  subject  of  tbe  non-intercourse 
law  should  be  immediately  acted  on. 

Mr.  PicKMAN,  in  allusion  to  a  remark  of  Mr. 
Fisk's  some  days  ago,  that  Congress  had  been 
legislating  for  the  merchants  for  five  years  past, 
oUerved  that  if  they  had  legislated  for  the 
merchants,  they  had  certainly  legislated  against 
commerce.  The  memorials  of  the  mercnants 
did  not,  he  believed,  contain  any  suggestion  that 
Congress  should  pass  a  non-importation  act 
on  account  of  tbe  spoliations  of  our  commerce. 
On  the  contrary,  he  recollected  that  it  wasamat« 
ter  of  general  surprise  when  that  act  passed.  No 
merchants  had  suggested  the  embargo,  for  that 
measure  had  been  passed  suddenly  on  tbe  sugges- 
tion of  the  late  President  of  the  United  States. 
It  was  a  measure  which  the  merchants  had  con- 
ceived to  have  operated  very  injuriously  on  them. 
Mr.  P.  was  against  insisting.  The  sections  which' 
the  Senate  had  stricken  out,  he  said,  were  of  very 
little  importance.  He  did  not  consider  the  bill 
as  amended,  to  be,  as  called  by  some  gentlemen, 
submission.  It  interdicted,  what  he  thought  it 
ought  to  interdict,  the  entrance  of  our  waters  to 
the  armed  vessels  of  Great  Britain  and  France, 
so  long  as  they  retained  in  force  their  unjust  de- 
crees. He  should  agree  with  the  Senate  in  all 
their  amendments,  not  excepting  even  that  one 
objected  to  by  Mr.  Dana.  He  was  willing  that 
all  armed  vessels  should  be  excluded  from  our 
ports  by  a  permanent  law,  and  that  it  should  be  a 
subject  of  treaty  with  any  foreign  Power  what 
number  of  its  armed  vessels  should  be  admitted 
at  a  time,  and  into  what  ports.  It  might  be  es* 
sentialto  the  welfare  of  the  country  thatsuch  an  ar- 
rangement should  be  adopted.  He  considered  the 
bill  as  it  came  from  the  Senate  more  energetic 
than  as  it  went  from  this  House,  because  this  fea- 
ture was  made  permanent. 

Mr.  FisK  said  that  if  the  House  were  determin- 
ed to  abandon  all  resistance  and  leave  commerce 
to  skulk  for  itself,  the  best  amendment  to  adopt 
would  be  that  no  vessel  hereafter  sailing  from 
our  ports  should  be  permitted  to  hoist  the  Amer- 
ican flag. 

Mr.  McEiM  thought  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
House  to  insist ;  not  that  he  was  any  great  ad- 
mirer of  the  bill  as  it  went  from  this  House,  be- 
cause he  did  not  think  it  the  best  measure  that 
could  be  adopted ;  nor  that  he  was  an  admirer  of 
the  present  non-intercourse,  because  he  saw  its 
inconveniences ;  but  the  amendments  totally 
changed  the  principle  of  the  bill  and  destroyed  all 
tbe  regulations  intended  as  the  expression  of  our 
disapprobation  of  the  outrages  on  the  nation — it 
left  the  bill  a  mere  skeleton,  perfect  submission,  a 
comolete  acquiescence  in  the  wrongs  done  to  us» 
Mr.  McK.  said,  when  he  took  a  view  of  the  evils 
under  which  we  had  suffered,  and  adverted  to  our 
ioiuries^hecould  not  part  witb  the  non-intercourse 
bill,  which  held  out  at  least  a  protest  against  those 
wrongs,  until  he  saw  some  other  arrangement  to 
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eover  the  honor  of  the  nation.  His  mind  revolted 
at  the  idea  of  such  degradation. 

Mr.  Dana,  said  if  the  object  of  gentlemen  was 
merely  to  protest,  they  might  enter  a  protest  on 
record^  take  it  in  the  Q,uaker  style,  and  say  to  each 
of  the  belligerents,  ^  Friend,  I  do  not  like  thy  mea- 
sures." When  gentlemen  talked  about  this  bill 
being  a  system  of  commercial  protection^  they 
seemed  to  him  to  use  terms  in  a  signification  dif- 
ferent from  their  usual  acceptation.  It  was  some- 
thing like  liberty  illustrated  by  committing  an  in- 
dividual to  close  confinement.  The  protection 
afibrded  to  commerce  was  thatitshould  noteiiist. 
The  experiment  of  operating  on  foreign  nations 
by  commercial  restrictions  had  completely  failed, 
and  the  non-intercourse  was  now  but  a  caput 
mortuum — why  should  it  longer  be  kept  above 
ground  ? 

Mr.  Maoon  asked  whether  gentlemen  were 
willing,  after  all  that  foreign  nations  had  done  to  in- 
jure us,  to  have  the  vesseb  offendmg  admitted  into 
our  ports.  It  was  the  decrees  of  France  and 
Chreat  Britain  and  not  ourselves  that  had  locked 
«p  our  commerce.  Weak  as  this  bill,  as  it  went 
from  the  House,  was  said  to  be,  Mr.  M.  said  he 
believed  it  to  be  a  stronger  measure  than  even 
the  convoy  bill.  He  said  he  should  vote  to  insist ; 
but  he  had  rather  adhere  and  let  the  bill  be  lost 
tlnui  give  up  the  question.  The  question  whether 
the  non  intercourse  was  or  was  not  in  force,  he 
said,  was  a  question  solely  for  the  judiciary.  The 
Orders  in  Council  were  not  merely  a  mercantile 
question,  as  had  been  said*  If  the  merchants  had 
more  rights  than  other  people,  Mr.  M.  said  he  had 
yet  to  learn  it.  It  was  a  question  in  which  ag*- 
riculturistb  were  at  least  equally  concerned  with 
merohants.  He  said  he  was  opposed  to  a  confer- 
ence with  the  Senate^  as  he  could  see  no  good  to 
resnlt  from  it.  He  had  rather  let  the  Senate  ad* 
liere  and  the  bill  be  lost. 

Mr.  SMiLiBsaid,  whatever  disagreement  existed 
between  the  two  Houses,  the  Senate  had  treated 
this  House  with  decency  and  asked  a  conference. 
He  wished  no  blame  to  fall  on  this  House  for  its 
conduct  in  this  matter,  and  was  therefore  for 
meetine  the  Senate  in  conference. 

Mr.  Troup  remarked  that  gentlemen,  in  speak* 
ing  of  the  bill  as  it  went  from  this  House,  seemed 
to  have  forgotten  the  contents  of  that  bilL  It  was 
spoken  of  as  a  bill  full  of  resistance.  If  any  such 
principle  was  contained  in  the  bill,  he  had  no  re- 
eollection  of  it.  If  he  recollected  right,  the  part 
struck  out  proposed  a  direct  commerce  to  the 
poru  of  the  belUgereats  in  our  own  vessels.  Was 
this  the  principle  of  resistance  ?  He  had  thought 
that  last  Winter  non-intercourse  was  resistance. 
But  it  seemed  that  what  was  resistance  then  was 
submission  now.  If  the  Senate  was  disposed  to 
resist  in  reality  with  cannon  and  ball,  and  there- 
fore would  not  take  the  milk-^and- water  resistance 
of  this  bill,  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  blame  them. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  insisting  on 
the  disagreeneac  to  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate, and  carried?— yeas  73,  nays  42,  as  follows: 

Yba*— Lwnnel  J.  Alston,  WiUis  Abton,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Andenon*  Dawid  Bm^  BunreUBa«ett,  Willkm 


W.  Bibb,  Adam  Btojd,  John  Brown,  WilUam  A.  Bar- 
well,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James 
Cox,  William  Crawford,  Henry  Crist,  Richard  CqUi, 
John  Dawgon,  Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William 
Findiey,  Jonathan  Fish,  Mesback  Franklin,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  jun.,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Huftj,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Love,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Samnel  Mo- 
Kee,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Tfaomai 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mnmford,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  Joha 
Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Teaneaaae,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, John  Roane,  Erastos  Root,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thoe. 
Sammons,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samoel 
Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie, 
George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southaid,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  John  Taylm;  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill»  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — Daniel  Blaisdell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chit- 
tenden, Samuel  W.  Dana,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Havem  Daniel  Heister  Jonathan  H. 
Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  William  Kenne^, 
Philip  B«  Key,  Hennan  Knic|(erbaoker,  Joaepb  Lawn, 
jr.,  ifdward  St  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
ston, Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  WiUiam 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Mosdey,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benja- 
min Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pilkin,  jr.,  EUsha  R.  Fet^ 
ter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ross,  John  Stanley,  Lewii 
B.  Sturges,  Jfaoob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  GMrge 
M.  Troup,  Arohibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eielud 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

On  motion,  a  committee  of  eonlereoee  was  ap- 
pointed, composed  of  Messrs.  Macon,  Fisk,  sm 
CuTTa,  to  confer  on  the  snhject*matter  of  the  bill 
with  the  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate. 


Wednesday,  March  7. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Hnrrr, 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  lo 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering^  the  tiioss 
of  holding  the  District  CoiHt  of  the  United  States 
for  the  district  of  New  Jersey  ;  and  that  they  bare 
leaTe  to  report  by  bill. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Hdpty,  Mr.  SBTBirr,  aad 
Mr.  Matthbws,  be  appointed  a  eommittee  por- 
suant  to  the  said  resolution.  .     . 

Mr.  Shbfpbt,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  fifth  instant,  preeented  a  bill  pro?idiof  the 
means  to  ascertain  the  title  to  the  batture  in  fron* 
of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans ;  which  was  read  twice  aad  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  llie  M***^ 
meats  of  the  Senate  to  the  biil,  entitled  "An  «» 
to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virgtaia  miutaif 
land  warrants,  and  for  retnroinfi'  the  swvejt 
thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Departaaeot  oi 
War;"  and  the  same  being  twice  read  were  coo- 
ourred  in  by  the  House. 
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H.  OF  R. 


The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An 
act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie."  was  read 
twiee,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims. 

TORPEDOES. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  '^An  act 
BMtkiag  appropriation  for  the  purpose  of  trying 
ihe  practical  ose  of  the  torpedo,  or  submarine 
ezplosiou,"  was  read  the  first  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Liv£bmor£,  that 
the  bill  be  rejeeted ;  and  the  question  being  taken 
tb«reoD,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
27,  nays  76,  as  follows : 

Ym«— Daniel  BlaiMlcU,  John  OampbeU,  William 
Chambertia,  Epaphroditos  Champion,  Martin  Cbitten- 
des,  William  lay,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WiUiam  Hale, 
Jonathan  H.  Habbani,  Richard  Jaokson,  Jan.,  Philip 
B.  Kay,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Edward  St.  Loe  LiY- 
emote,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Joae^  PeaiBOD,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  Elisha  R.  Pot- 
ter, John  Stanley,  James  Stevenson,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
^c%  Jacob  Swoop,  Samuel  Taggart,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and 
James  Wilson. 

If^is — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jiin.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
WBHam  A.  Bnrvvel],  William  Boiler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Glopton,  Howell  C(^b,  James 
Codiran,  James  Cox,  William  Orawibrd,  Henn  Crist, 
Riehaid  Cotta,  John  Dawsen,  Joseph  Deriia,  WiUiam 
Piadley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Mesfaack  FraakUn,  Gideon 
Gaidner,  David  6.  Garland,  Thomas  Gfaolson,  jna^ 
PateiMii  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  Daniel  Heister,  Ben- 
}amis  Howard,  Jacob  Hafty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wm. 
Kennedy,  John  L<»ve,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Wm.  MUnor,  Thos. 
Monc^  Gordon  8.  Mnmford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Kewton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
J<^in  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John 
Ross,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Sea- 
ver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard' Stanford,  John  Tay* 
lor,  John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tar- 
fier,  Jan.,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  Ro- 
bert WhltehHl,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witker- 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  ^cond  time,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  on  Mon- 
day najt. 

DETACHMENT  OP  MIUTIA. 

The  Honse  again  resolred  itself  into  a  Comaiit- 
tet  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Van  Norn'b  motion  to  strike  oat  the  words 
"beyomi  sea,"  from  that  part  of  the  bill  which 
proTfdes  that  the  volanteers  shall  be  liable  to 
serve  "not  beyond  sea  without  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States^"  being  under  consideration— 

Mr.  Root  said  it  appeared  to  him  that  gentle- 
men in  favor  of  this  motion  were  alarmed  with- 
ovc  cause.  The  effect  of  the  motion,  should  it 
prevail,  would  be  to  embarrass  every  military 
operation  of  the  Government  whenever  it  was 


necessary  to  call  these  forces  into  action.  I  prfe«> 
•ame,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  gentleman  who  made 
the  motion  feels  a  doubt  that  this  provision  would 
contravene  the  principles  of  the  Constitmion. 
The  Constitution  authorizes  the  President  toeiUl 
oat  the  militia  for  certain  purposes,  and  as  to  the 
question  whether  the  President  may  call  the  mili* 
tia  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States, 
the  Constitution  is  perfectly  silent.  I  wonld  ask 
ffentlemen  whether  that  provision  which  author- 
Fzes  caliias  forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion 
does  not,  of  necessity,  give  a  power  to  call  theni 
farther  than  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  tbe  Uni* 
ted  States  ?  Whether  it  be  not  necessary,  in  car- 
rying  this  power  into  execution,  to  call  the  mili- 
tia beyond  our  jurisdictional  limits?- Could  it 
ever  have  been  contemplated  that  the  President 
might  call  forth  the  militia  to  repel  invasion,  and 
that,  as  soon  as  they  arrived  At  the  line,  they  were 
to  fold  up  their  armsj  and  either  retreat  or  wait 
to  be  shot  at  by  an  invading  foe  ?  This  never 
could  haipe  been  the  intention  of  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution.  But  is  there  not  another  clauee 
which  really  deieffates  the  power  to  send  the  mi* 
litia  of  the  United  States  ont  of  the  jarisdiction 
of  the  United  States?  I  allude  to  that  clauae 
which  authorizes  Congress  to  provide  for  the 
common  defence  and  general  welfare.  I  ask,  sir, 
whether  it  weuld  not  he  essentially  necessary  to  the 
public  welfare  to  pursue  an  invading  foe  acrosa 
the  line,  and  capture  him  if  they  could  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  ?  But,  even 
were  the  absurd  doctrine  to  he  admitted  that  the 
militia  cannot  be  called  beyond  our  jurisdictional 
limits,  I  ask  whether  this  bill  contains  anything 
unconstitutional?  The  gentleman  from  North 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Macon,)  on  a  former  day,  asked 
of  what  character  these  troops  were  to  be.  If  the 
gentleman  pleases,  they  partake  of  both  charac- 
ters— of  militia  and  regulars — ^are  of  one  char- 
acter to  day  aikl  another  to-morrow.  They  act 
on  both  sides;  and  still  I  hope  they  will  have  the 
character  of  very  honest  men.  They  are  militia 
till  they  receive  the  orders  of  the  President,  and 
that  moment  they  are  converted  iato  regular 
forces,  because,  by  the  very  tenor  of  their  engage- 
ment, they  are.  as  soon  as  called  intoaervice,  to 
be  subject  to  tne  rules  and  articles  of  war,  on  the 
same  footing  as  other  forces,  and  may  be  called 
out  of  the  United  Sutes.  If  there  was  a  clause 
in  the  Constitution  inhibiting  the  calling  the  mi- 
litia oat  of  the  United  States,  a  force  organized 
in  the  way  proposed  by  the  bill  would  certainly 
be  liable  to  be  called  out  of  the  United  States. 
The  persons  composing  it  cannot  complain  of  the 
infraction  of  their  rights,  because  thev  will  have 
voluntarily  engaged  to  go  out  of  the  Ooion.  As 
well  may  the  marines  complain  of  their  Consti- 
tutional privileges  being  invaded  by  their  being 
carried  beyond  sea,  when  their  enlistment  im- 
plies a  liability  to  be  carried  beyond  sea.  So  with 
a  military  foree ;  they  know  when  engaged  that 
they  are  liable  to  be  carried  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  Sutes.  These  volnnteers  will 
engage  with  the  same  knowledge. 

Bat  the  gentleman  on  my  right  (Mr.  Van 
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Horn)  seemed  to  feel  alarm  because  it  looked 
something  like  a  war  measure  to  authorize  these 
troops  to  be  called  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States.  Sir,  is  there  anjrthinff  more  war- 
like in  this  bill  than  in  the  first  bill  organizing 
the  militia?  I  do  not,  to  be  sure,  think  that  war 
is  apparently  so  remote  as  it  was  whea  the  mili- 
tia were  first  organized.  But  every  step  you  take 
to  organize  the  militia,  shows  that  you  wish  to 
be  in  a  state  of  preparation  for  events.  So  far 
only  this  bill  goes.  The  President  of  the  (Inited 
States  thinks  that  we  are  in  such  a  critical  situa- 
tion that  it  is  necessary  to  provide  for  our  defence. 
He,  therefore,  has  recommended  the  raising  a 
military  force,  not  that  we  are  actually  ready  for 
war,  but  that  it  is  probable,  and.it  is  essential  for 
our  safety  to  provide  for  it.  For  what  object 
would  you  prepare  to  go  to  war  without  giving 
the  President  the  means  of  repelling  a  warlike 
foe?  If  we  should  be  involved  in  a  war  with 
Great  Britain,  it  is  probable  that  some  of  these 
troops  may  be  called  into  Canada.  If  we  must  go 
to  war,  do  gentlemen  wish  our  hands  to  be  tied 
up  so  that  we  cannot  act  ?  Do  gentlemen  desire 
that  our  military  force  should  be  precluded  from 
marching  across  the  line  to  attack  the  foe?  A 
strange  warfare  this !  To  go  to  war,  but  so  to 
tie  our  hands  that  we  cannot  reach  the  foe.  This 
might  be  a  safe  sort  of  warfare^  but  I  imagine  not 
a  very  honorable  one.  The  friends  of  the  bill,  I 
presume,  wish  that,  whenever  called  into  service, 
the  President  may  direct  the  volunteers,  without 
restraint,  to  such  places  of  operations  as  to  him 
may  appear  proper;  that  we  may  have  the  power 
of  attacKing  the  foe  in  his  own  dominions,  rather 
than  folding  our  arms  and  waiting  his  approach. 
If  our  force  was  thus  restricted  in  its  operatilbs. 
there  would  be  no  occasion  for  forces  of  anv  kina 
except  immediately  aleng  the  seacoast.  No  one 
supposes  that  we  shall  be  liable  to  invasion  other 
than  by  predatory  incursions.  We  must  be  the 
invading  power  if  we  have  a  contest  on  our 
Northern,  Southern,  or  Western  frontier.  An 
European  foe  will  never  invade  us  through  her 
colonies,  but  more  directly,  if  at  all. 

Mr.  R.  conclqded  by  observing  that  he  saw 
nothing  unconstitutional  in  this  provision;  and 
feeling  that  it  was  essentially  necessary  to  give 
this  power  to  the  President,  if  they  gave  him  any 
power  at  all,  he  was  decidedly  against  striking 
out  these  words. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  said,  that  having  made  this 
motion,  and  not  being  at  all  satisfied  oy  the  argu- 
ments of  the  gentleman  from  New  York  against 
it,  he  should  detain  the  Committee  a  few  min- 
utes while  he  attempted  to  reply  to  his  observa- 
tions. The  gentleman  has  said,  observed  Mr.  V. 
H.,  that  those  who  advocate  the  amendment  are 
alarmed  without  cause.  Sir,  if  I  had  no  other 
cause  of  alarm,  the  speech  made  by  the  gentle- 
man is  sufficient  to  alarm  me.  I  am  always 
alarmed  at  this  war-talk.  I  regret  that  gentle- 
men should  talk  so  much  about  invading  Canada ; 
that  they  should  say  that  a  state  of  war  is  near  at 
hand,  because  all  this  talk  has  a  prejudicial  effect 
on  my  constituents.    If  the  people  of  this  coun- 


try are  to  be  alarmed  from  day  to-day  by  war 
speeches,  being  bewildered  by  this  means,  not 
knowing  what  to  do  or  what  to  expect,  it  is  a 
state  of  uncertainty  worse  than  war. 

The  gentleman  asks  whether  the  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  authorizes  the  calling  out  the 
militia  to  repel  invasion,  does  not  authorize  the 
marching  the  militia  out  of  the  United  States. 
If  it  does  so,  sir,  why  not  let  the  authority  for  so 
doing  rest  on  the  construction?  Why  provide 
by  law* that  a  thing  may  be  done  which  the  Con- 
stitution authorizes  to  be  done  without  the  inter- 
vention of  law  ?  This  would  be  an  act  of  supe- 
rerogation, and  for  that  reason  I  would  not  make 
a  provision  in  this  law  that  the  President  might 
march  the  militia  out  of  the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  has  atr^mpted  to  deduce  a 
power  from  that  part  of  the  Constitution  which 
declares  one  object  of  it  to  be,  among  others,  "to 
provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote  the 
general  welfare,"  &c.  Young  as  I  am,  sir,  I  recol- 
lect very  well  when  doctrine  such  as  this  was  not 
deemed  very  republican.  If  he  relies  on  that 
article  of  the  Constitution  for  a  justification  of 
the  terms  of  this  bill,  there  is  no  power  which  he 
can  ask  or  conceive  that  these  words  will  not 
justify.  These  words  are  only  the  title  to  the  Con- 
stitution. Authority  to  do  any  act  must  be  fouod 
in  the  body  of  the  Constitution,  and  if  not  foaod 
therCj  does  not  exist ;  and  what  do  we  find  there? 
That  Congress  shall  have  power  "to  provide  for 
calling  out  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  and  repel  inva- 
sions." The  gentleman  says  that  invasion  is  not 
to  be  expected ;  that,  in  case  of  war,  the  United 
States  must  be  the  invading  foe.  I  say,  then, 
that  the  Constitution  does  not  authorize  this 
House  to  pass  a  law  for  calling  forth  the  militia 
for  any  such  purpose  as  invading  a  foreign  terri* 
tory.  We  have  no  power  to  call  them  out  in  any 
other  way  than  the  Constitution  provides,  and 
therefore  nave  no  power  to  call  them  out  as  pro- 
vided by  this  bill  as  it  now  stands.  This  doc- 
trine, for  which  I  contend,  is  said  to  be  very  ab- 
surd. I  can  find  in  the  body  of  this  bill,  as  well 
as  in  the  title,  that  this  force  is  called  militia. 
"And  be  it  enacted,  that  the  mUitia  draughted, 
or  wfio  Bhall  volunteer,^  Ac.  This  certainly  doci 
convey  the  idea  of  tneir  being  militia,  and  the 
militia  cannot  be  sent  out  of  the  United  States. 

The  gentleman  has  said  that  this  body^rc  mi- 
litia till  they  receive  the  orders  of  the  President; 
when  called  out  by  the  President,  that  they  be- 
come regulars.  I  consider  them  as  regulars,  then. 
Does  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  au- 
thorize the  Governors  of  the  several  States  to 
officer  the  regulars?    No,  sir;  yet  the  bill  does 

Srovide  that  these  regulars  or  volunteers  are  to 
e  officered  by  the  State  authorities.  Then,  i 
ask  gentlemen  to  show,  in  the  Constitution  ofine 
United  States,  any  authority  for  the  State  Gov- 
ernments to  officer  regular  troops.  Prescribing 
the  powers  of  the  President  of  the  United  States. 
I  find  in  the  Constitution  these  words:  "HesDau 
nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  con j^ 
sent  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint  Ambassadors, 
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&€.,  "aod  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States 
whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  pro- 
Tided  for.  and  which  shall  be  established  by  law." 
There  is  no  authority  giren  to  Congress  to  vest 
in  the  State  authorities  the  power  of  appointing 
officers  for  the  regular  forces.  So  that,  if  these 
persons  become  regulars  by  being  called  into  ser- 
Tice,  the  President;  and  not  the  State  authorities, 
must  appoint  the  officers. 

The  gentleman  says  that  my  doctrine  is,  that 
when  the  militia  have  pursued  an  invading  foe, 
and  arrived  at  the  line,  they  must  there  stop. 
That,  sir,  is  not  my  understanding  of  the  Coosti- 
tutioD.  If  we  are  invaded,  and  the  militia  are 
ordered  to  repel  the  foe,  it  is  my  construction  that 
they  have  a  right  to  follow  them  across  the  line. 
But  there  must  be  an  invasion  before  the  line 
could  be  crossed  to  repel  it.  This,  sir,  is  not  the 
way  in  which  I  wish  to  see  the  country  de- 
fended. 

I  came  from  a  district  bordered  on  one  side  by 
the  Chesapeake,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Poto- 
mac. The  militia  in  Maryland  are  not  armed ; 
they  are  in  the  same  situation  in  several  other 
States;  and,  if  we  do  go  to  war,  I  anticipate  noth- 
ing more  than  predatory  incursions  of  the  enemy 
for  the  purpose  of  plundering  the  inhabitants, 
and  off  they  will  go.  This  species  of  force  can 
never  defend  the  country  from  such  attacks.  If 
the  million  of  dollars  appropriated  by  this  bill 
were  to  be  expended  in  muskets,  and  those  put  in 
the  hands  of  the  freemen  of  the  country,  they 
would  protect  themselves.  This  is  the  only  de- 
fence on  which  we  can  rely.  This  bill  is  calcu- 
lated to  absorb  the  very  means  by  which  the  mili- 
tia can  be  armed.  I  wish  this  money  to  be  laid 
out  in  purchasing  arms  to  be  put  into  the  hands 
of  the  freemen  of  the  country,  who  will  defend 
themselves.  They  want  no  troops  to  be  meta- 
morphosed into  regulars  by  the  mere  order  of  the 
President.  I  voted  for  the  proposition  to  amend 
the  bill  by  allowing  a  sum  of  money,  the  value  of 
a  musket,  to  those  already  armed.  I  thought  it 
reasonable,  and  I  here  state  that  I  think  that  every 
individual  who  has  been  compelled  to  arm  him- 
self, when  a  proposition  is  carried  to  arm  the 
whole  body  of  the  militia  should  receive  the  full 
price  for  his  muskets  if  in  serviceable  order,  and 
that  every  State  which  has  put  arms  in  the  hands 
of  the  militia  should  receive  the  value  of  those 
muskets.  The  gentlemen  from  the  Eastern 
States  cannot  vote  that  the  people  of  the  South- 
em  States  should  be  armed  out  of  the  arsenal  of 
the  United  States,  when  they  had  armed  them- 
selves at  their  own  expense.  I  expect  no  such 
thing  of  them. 

Unless  some  gentleman  can  show  me  some 
part  of  the  Constitution  other  than  the  preamble 
which  authorizes  marching  the  militia  out  of  the 
United  States,  I  must  vote  for  striking  out  the 
words  "beyond  sea,"  and  then  I  shall  have  no 
objection  to  that  part  of  the  bill  on  Constitutional 
grounds.  If  there  be  a  Constitutional  power  in 
the  President  to  order  out  the  militia  beyond  the 
jarisdiction  of  the  United  States,  there  can  be  no 
occasion  for  pasting  this  bill ;  if  the  President 


has  no  such  power  bv  the  Constitution,  we  can- 
not give  it  to  him  by  law. 

Mr.  Bacon  said  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  that  the  ordinary  militia,  when 
draughted,  could'  not,  without  their  consent,  be 
called  out  of  the  United  States.  This  position 
he  was  not  disposed  to  controvert;  but  what  is 
the  reason  on  which  this  principle  is  founded? 
He  conceived  it  was  this,  that  no  free  citizen  of 
the  country  can  be  transported  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States  against  his  consent,  except 
as  a  punishment  for  some  crime.  If  it  could  be 
done,  even  the  practice  of  impressment  would 
become  legal.  This  is  the  reason  why  militia- 
men draughted  in  the  ordinary  way  cannot  be 
forced  beyond  our  jurisdiction.  But  is  this  the 
case  where  a  man  enters  into  service  voluntarily, 
and  does  express  his  free  consent  to  go  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  United  Slates  whenever  his  services 
shall  be  required  ?  If  a  man  enters  into  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country  under  a  voluntary  engage- 
ment, to  serve  in  a  particular  way,  is  there  any 
tvranny  in  employing  him  in  that  service?  I 
think  not.  It  is  agreed  on  all  hands,  I  believe, 
that  when  the  mintia  are  called  out  to  repel  an 
invasion,  and  pursue  an  enemy  to  the  line,  they 
may,  with  their  consent,  "he  conducted  over  the 
line,  further  to  annoy  the  enemy.  Whether  they 
could  be  forced  to  go  over,  without  their  consent, 
it  is  not  necessary  at  present  to  determine.  But 
gentlemen  will  agree  that  they  may  repel  inva- 
sion, and  that,  in  doing  that,  if  they  consent  to 
go  over  the  line  for  the  purpose  of  subduing  and 
capturing  the  enemy,  they  would  have  a  right  to 
conduct  and  direct  their  operations.  Does  it 
make  a  difference  in  principle  whether  this  con- 
sent be  given  at  the  moment  the  service  is  re- 
quired, or  whether  it  be  given  previously  by  the 
terms  of  the  engagement?  If  a  body  or  militia, 
pursuing  an  invading  enemy,  mighty  with  their 
consent,  be  conducted  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  I  see  no  reason  why  this  same 
body,  engaging  in  express  terms  to  serve  on  that 
condition,  may  not  be  ordered  on  such  service. 
I  see  nothing  unconstitutional,  dangerous,  or  un- 
reasonable in  the  principle.  I  do  not  conceive 
that  these  volunteers  are  regular  troops  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States;  because  if  they 
were,  as  the  gentleman  observes,  they  must  be 
officered  by  the  Gkoeral  Government.  I  con- 
sider them  as  a  volunteer  detachment  of  militia, 
serving  under  certain  known  stipulated  terms ; 
that  the  militiaman  has  a  right  to  engage  to  enter 
into  service  upon  those  terms,  and  that  you  have 
a  right  to  call  him  into -the  service  according  to 
his  engagement.  The  only  part  objected  to  is, 
that  the  volunteers  may  be  called  without  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  This  cannot 
be  objectionable,  if  it  be  fairly  understood  at  the 
time  of  engagement.  And  there  is  no  part  of  the 
Constitution  which  prohibits  a  thing  of  the  kind 
any  more  than  there  is  to  prohibit  a  man  who 
engages  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  as  a 
marine  from  being  put  on  board  a  vessel.  He  is 
not  and  cannot  be  impressed  and  forced  on  board, 
but  engages  and  goes  with  his  consent.    I  am  no 
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military  man,  aod  hare  attended  but  little  to  the 
details  of  the  bill ;  but,  od  these  geoeral  Consti- 
tutional questions,.  I  thought  it  my  duly  to  ex- 
press my  opinion. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  is  extremely 
alarmed  at  war  speeches,  and  fancies  he  smells 
aomething  of  war  in  this  bill.  I  am  not,  sir,  in 
the  habit  of  making  such  speeches;  but  gentle- 
men are  to  consider  that  it  is  not  by  avoiding 
talking  about  war  that  we  can  avoid  war  itself. 
The  gentleman  ought  not  to  be  alarmed  when  he 
hears  other  $rentlemen  speak  of  tlfe  possibility  of 
war.  It  wiU  not  happen  merely  because  it  is 
talked  of,  nor  shall  we  be  sure  oi  averting  it  be- 
cause we  choose  to  shut  our  eyes  against  it.  My 
opinion  is.  that  it  is  time  we  should  be  prepared 
for  it.  The  gentleman  appears  desirous  of  ac- 
commodating his  EUistern  brethren  with  a  reason 
for  votinj^  against  the  bill,  because  it  goes  to  arm 
a  part  of  the  militia — their  militia,  as  he  says, 
having  already  armed  themselves.  He,  there^ 
fore,  seems  to  intimate  that  our  constituents  will 
not  justify  us  in  making  such  a  disposition  of  the 
means  or  national  defence.  It  is  to  be  hoped 
that  the  Representatives  of  the  people  in  that 

Suarter  of  the  Union  have  at  all  times  a  proper 
eferenee  for  the  opinion  of  their  constituents, 
even  though  we  should  not  suffer  their  ghosts  to 
be  continually  haunting  our  imagination  on  every 
great  national  question;  at  any  rate  these  are 
questions  which  we  will  undertake  to  settle  with 
our  constituents  for  ourselves. 

Mr.  Gold  said  that  the  distinction  which  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts  had  taken  be- 
tween volunteers  and  draughted  militia  was  more 
ingenious  than  solid.  On  referring  to  the  Con- 
stitution, not  only  was  no  such  distinction  to  be 
found,  but,  when  the  source  whence  the  officers 
of  militia  derived  their  commissions  was  consid- 
ered, it  was  very  evident  no  such  force  was  con- 
templated by  the  Constitution.  There  may,  said 
Mr.  G.,  be  ingenuity  in  the  su^estion,  that  vol- 
UBtarjT  consent  obviates  the  objection  to  sending 
the  militia  out  of  the  United  States.  But  when 
it  is  considered  that  this  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution involves  the  question  to  what  extent  the 
militia  may  be  employed  out  of  the  country,  I 
apprehend  there  are  great  objections  to  it.  This 
question  does  not  depend  on  the  consent  of  indi- 
viduals engaging,  but  on  a  great  question  as  re- 
spects the  delation  of  authority  from  the  people 
to  the  United  States.  The  States,  also,  are  parties 
to  it.  I  apprehend  the  Gk>vemors  of  States  will 
hesitate ;  nay,  that  they  will  refuse  to  commis- 
sion a  corps  which  is  to  foe  carried  beyond  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  Gov- 
ernors will  not  be  influenced  by  a  reference  to  the 
individual  consent  of  those  composing  the  corps, 
but  assume  a  broader  ground,  and  first  ascertain 
that  the  militia  are  to  be  called  on  merely  to  re- 
pel invasion,  in  which  case  only  can  the  militia 
enter  a  foreign  territory;  that  ground  cannot  be 
varied  in  any  manner  by  a  contract  with  the  in- 
dividuals enlisted. 

But  this  discussion  presents  a  broader  view. 
What  is  the  great  object  of  the  bill  ?    Is  it  to  in- 


vade Canada,  or  to  draw  out  the  militia  to  do  tbe 
ordinary  duties  defined  by  tlie  Const i tu lioo  ?  If 
it  be  to  invade  Canada,  how  very  unwisely  are  we 
acting  1  Is  it  known  that  there  will  be  vdlunteen 
enough  for  this  purpose?  How  is  it  to  be  per- 
formed ?  Are  gentlemen  to  introduce  a  bill  upon 
this  contingency,  that  if  volunteers  enough  are 
obtained,  they  will  do  a  certain  act,  and,  if  not, 
that  they  will  not  ?  Such  a  course  does  not  mark 
that  wisdom  which  ought  to  govern  a  body  like 
this.  The  discussion  takes  a  course  which  cod- 
vinces  me  that  some  great  object  ought  to  be 
stated  by  those  who  support  this  bill.  When  a 
law  provides  for  calling  out  the  militia,  as  the 
Constitution  provides,.!  underatand  it;  but  wheo 
it  is  not  limited  as  to  the  service  in  which  they 
may  be  employed,  these  volunteers  may  be  used 
for  anything.  If  the  object  of  gentlemen  beope^ 
ations  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  a  question  is  presented  for  the  exercise  of 
the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  by  the 
Constitution  has  cognizance  of  our  foreign  relt- 
tions,  and  a  question  which  has  no  particalir 
relation  to  the  militia.  If  it  be  thought  proper 
that  that  Government,  which  has  the  cogoiztoee 
of  our  foreign  relations,  bhould  take  the  ooone 
which  the  Constitution  contemplates,  this  is  aot 
a  proper  bill.  If  we  look  back  to  the  discussions 
on  the  Constitution,  it  will  be  found  that  it  was 
objected  to  it,  that  under  it  the  militia  could  he 
carried  even  from  one  part  of  the  Union  to  an- 
other. These  objections  were  fully  considered 
and  answered  by  a  series  of  publications,  in  whieh 
the  present  Chief  Magistrate  took  part,  under  the 
signature  of  "  Publius,"  or  "A  Pederalist."  Bot 
it  was  never  dreamed,  in  any  quarter,  that  the 
militia  could  be  carried  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill. 

It  may  be  easy,  sir,  to  obtain  volunteers.  An 
army  of  thousands  of  volunteers  might  be  foood 
to  march  into  South  America ;  but  it  would  give 
alarm,  and  just  alarm,  to  the  States  iatercsted. 
They  would  have  occasion  to  be  alarmed  if  their 
citizens  were  liable  to  be  drawn  off  in  any  noBr 
hers  whatever,  under  the  designation  of  militia} 
to  perform  the  duty  of  the  regular  Army  of  the 
United  States.  Mr.  G.  said  he  thought  it  highly 
necessary  that  the  militia  should  not  be  called  on, 
like  soldiers  of  princes,  to  go  to  any  extent  Ak 
any  object,  but  that  the  object  should  be  stated. 
When  these  appeals  were  made  without  object, 
they  unnerved  the  public  mind,  and  reodetfd 
them  insensible  tofuture  a^>eals,  whether  foaoded 
or  not. 

Mr.  Eky  said,  that  nothing  would  have  indueed 
him  to  trouble  the  House  on  this  occasion  buts 
firm  conviction  that  some  of  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  were  uiterly  inconsistent  with  the  Coo- 
.stitutioo.  He  said  he  would  endeavor  to  show, 
from  the  Constitution,  that  no  idea  did  exist />i 
any  power  to  order  the  militia  out  of  the  joris- 
diction  of  the  United  States  in  that  capaciijf*  If 
the  force  contemplated  by  the  bill  be  not  militi*) 
and  go  out  of  the  United  States,  they  are  a  pro- 
visional army,  and  cannot,  in  that  capacity,  act 
under  officers  deriving  their  commissions  from 
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the  seTeral  States.  I  admit  that  genilemeD  hare 
whit  tbey  believe  an  honorable  and  fair  object  in 
Yiew.  They  wish  to  have  a  provisional  army 
prepared  to  make  an  invasion  of  Canada,  in  the 
erent  of  a  war  with  England.  If  that  be  the 
object,  we  ought  first  to  see  what  this  hody  of 
men  is;  for  it  appears  to  be  a  nondescript,  un- 
known to  the  Constitution. 

The  object  of  the  association  of  these  several 
independent  States  is  distinctly  enumerated  in  the 
peamble  to  the  Constitution :  *'  We  the  people  of 

*  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  per- 

*  feet  Unionj  establish  justice,  insure  domestic 
*■  traoquillity.  provide  for  the  common  defence, 

*  promote  the   general  welfare,  and  secure   the 

*  oiessiogsof  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity, 
'  do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution.''  Ev- 
erf  Oovernmeot  which  is  organized,  however 
pacific,  and  honorable,  and  fair,  in  the  course  of 
Its  conduct,  may  be  involved  in  war  through  the 
instrnmentality  of  other  nations  more  regardless 
ot  justice.  Hence,  the  Constitution  speaks  of  two 
classes  of  men  of  the  military  description,  in  op- 
position one  to  the  other.  Congress  has  power 
10  declare  war,  to  raise  and  support  armies,  to 
proride  and  maintain  a  Navy,  (because  the  war 
may  be  a  naval  one,)  and  to  make  rules  for  the 
government  and  regulation  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces.  We  wrere,  also,  to  have  another  body  of 
men  called  the  militia,  formed  of  the  yeomanry 
of  the  country,  commissioned  by  the  several 
States,  of  whose  independence  it  is  the  best  guar- 
antee. The  latter  was  for  enforcing  the  laws  and 
securing  domestic  tranquillity,  and  the  former  to 
march  ont  of  the  United  States,  if  necessary. 

It  is  impossible  to  read  the  three  specific  objects 
to  which  the  militia  were  to  be  applied,  without 
feeling  a  conviction  that  they  were  never  contem- 
plated to  march  out  of  the  Union.  We  are  to 
provide  for  calling  out  the  militia  for  three  pur- 
poses. 1.  To  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union. 
Where  do  they  extend?  As  our  laws  do  not 
extend  beyond  our  jurisdiction,  the  execution  of 
the  laws  by  the  militia  must  be  limited  to  that 
jurisdiction  where  alone  the  laws  can  extend.  2. 
To  suppress  insurrection.  We  all  know  that  in- 
surrection means  resistance  to  the  authority  of 
the  laws  of  the  country  within  its  jurisdiction. 
Hence  the  second  object  is  one  which,  of  neces- 
aicy,  is  limited  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
Stales.  Z.  To  repel  invasion.  Invasion  means 
hostile  force,  coming  against  our  consent  within 
oar  jurisdictional  limits.  Take  the  three  sepa- 
rate .clauses,  and  in  the  examination  of  each  of 
them  yoa  will  find  them  precisely  limited  to  the 
jorisdictiooal  extent  of  our  country. 

But  it  is  said  that  if  the  militia  are  to  repel  in- 
vasion, they  may  pursue  the  enemy  over  the  line. 
True;  but  is  that  the  object  contemplated  by  this 
bill?  Certainly  not ;  and  the  whole  argument  in 
support  of  it  is  drawn  from  an  extreme  case.  Ar- 
foments  from  that  source  cannot  authorize  the 
passage  of  the  bill.  It  is  not  a  sound  argument, 
oecause,  in  a  particular  state  of  things,  it  might 
^  possible  for  the  militia  to  cross  the  line,  that, 
therefore,  the  militia,  such  a  state  of  things  not 
llthCoK.  ;edS»s.— 48 


existing,  might  be  taken  there.  If  you  can  take 
them  five  months  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  you  may,  on  the  same  principle, 
take  them  five  years. 

But,  say  gentlemen,  they  consent  to  go ;  and, 
therefore,  this  corps  is  called  a  detachment  of  mi- 
litia, volunteering  or  consenting  to  go  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  Take  ofi*  this 
cloak,  sir,  and  let  us  see  the  body  naked  and  clear 
of  embellishment.  Engagement  is  enljstment. 
When  any  one  has  signed  an  engagement,  it  is 
as  complete  an  enlistment  as  if  the  recruiting 
sergeant,  at  the  drum-bead,  had  paid  the  bounty 
for  actual  enlistment  in  the  regular  Army.  If 
you  want  a  provisional  army,  I  believe  that  the 
patriotism  and  youth  of  the  country  will  volun- 
teer for  these  purposes.  But,  when  they  do,  un- 
der the  Constitution,  they  cannot  be  commis- 
sioned by  the  Executives  of  the  several  States. 
They  are  enlisted  for  the  service  of  the  United 
States  out  of  the  limits  of  the  United  States. 
Having  been  enlisted  to  serve  out  of  the  United 
Stales,  they  cannot  be  commissioned  by  the  States. 
Why  were  the  Executives  of  the  several  States 
authorized  to  commission  the  militia?  For  this 
best  of  all  possible  reasons.  That  the  ofiicers  not 
being  appointed  by  the  United  States,  it  would 
never  be  an  object  wiih  them  to  overthrow  the 
State  Qovernments.  The  militia  is  the  basis  of 
their  security,  the  guarantee  of  their  indepen- 
dence; and,  therefore,  the  militia  are  to  be  offi- 
cered by  the  State  Executives,  and  not  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States.  The  militia, 
for  the  purposes  expressed  in  the  Constitution, 
may  be  nut  under  the  authority  of  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States,  but  under  the  command  of 
State  officers. 

But  it  is  said  that  these  persons  are  not  en- 
listed. They  are  "engaged"  to  serve  nine  months 
after  they  arrive  at  the  place  of  destination^  and 
may  be  ordered  out  of  the  United  States.  Are 
not  these  persons,  then,  a  provisional  army?  Yoa 
give  to  the  States  the  power  to  appoint  officers 
of  a  body  of  men,  which  is  to  serve  out  of  the 
United  States.  By  what  clause  in  the  Constitu- 
tion can  you  give  such  power  to  the  State  Exec- 
utives? The  moment  they  get  to  the  place  of 
enlistment  they  are  an  army  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States;  and.  by  the  Constitution,  all  offi- 
cers in  the  service  of  the  United  States  must  be 
appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the  United  States. 
I  declare  I  never  was  more  convinced  of  anything 
than  that  this  body  of  men  cease  to  be  militia 
immediately  on  their  signing  the  engagement. 
Suppose  a  sergeant  in  the  regular  army  be  sent 
to  raise  ten  men,  thev  are  militia  before  they  are 
raised ;  but  when  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States  they  cannot  be  militiamen.  Who- 
ever accepts  an  enlistment,  or  volunteers  his  ser- 
vices for  nine  months  out  of  the  States  or  the 
United  States,  under  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  United  States,  ceases  to  be  a  militiaman  for 
those  nine  months,  and  therefore  cannot  be  gov« 
erned  by  officers  commissioned  by  the  State  au- 
thority. There  can,  under  the  Constitution,  be 
but  twp  bodies  of  a  miliury  description — the 
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militia  and  the  army — there  can  be  no  interme 
diate  fol-ce.  If  these  persons  are  to  serve  out  of 
the  United  States,  they  cease  to  be  militia,  and, 
becoming  a  regular  army,  they  cannot  be  com- 
manded by  oflScers  commissioned  by  the  Execu- 
tives of  the  Staties. 

Mr.  Lton  said,  we  can  have,  sir,  but  two  kinds 
of  land  force  which  are  known  in  the  Constitu- 
tution — the  regular  Army  and  the  militia ;  yet, 
in  Mr.  Adams's  Presidency,  when  the  nation  was 
to  be  hurried  into  a  war  with  France,  a  new  kind 
of  force  was  invented.  I  mean  the  volunteer 
Presidential  militia;  they  were  called  militia, 
because  their  advocates  would  not  have  them  be 
regulars.  They  were  armed  and  commissioned 
by  the  Gkneral  Government  like  regulars.  The 
well  known  object  of  this  force  was  to  awe  the 
Republicans  who  were  opposed  to  Mr.  Adams's 
war.  We  saw  the  unconstitutionality  and  the 
turpitude  of  the  measure ;  we  made  a  great  deal 
of  noise  about  it ;  with  republicans,  the  force  and 
its  manner  of  organization  became  extremely  un- 
popular. It  seems  that  the  war  seeking  patriots 
of  the  present  day  are  anxious,  by  some  means 
or- other,  to  have  a  force  raised  to  answer  their 
purpose.  It  has  been  customary  to  pass  laws  for 
calling  eiffhty  or  a  hundred  thousand  militia,  to 
be  in  readiness  to  march  for  the  defence  of  the 
country  in  case  of  invasion.  Such  a  law  is  now 
universally  consented  to ;  but,  under  the  subter- 
fuge of  such  a  law,  gentlemen  who  are  set  upon 
having  a  war,  have  introduced  a  mode  of  rai:«ing 
a  force  with  all  tjie  Constitutional  objections 
against  which  Mr.  Adams's  volunteers  had,  save 
that  they  are  to  be  commissioned  by  the  State 
authorities.  They  are  neither  regulars  nor  Con- 
stitutional militia;  they  have  pay  or  bounty  from 
the  United  States ;  the  chief  officers  are  to  be  se- 
lected by  the  President ;  and  they  are  to  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  President,  who  is  author- 
ised to  march  them  out  of  the  United  States  to 
make  the  war  gentlemen  are  so  eager  to  have 
commenced.  With  all  the  caution  taken  to  avoid 
the  unpopularity  of  Mr.  Adams's  unconstitutional 
force,  the  abettors  of  this  project  will  find  that 
the  J  cannot  escape  the  oaium  sqch  unconsti- 
tutional projects  deserve.  The  power  of  declar- 
ing war  IS  lodged  in  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States;  and  are  gentlemen  thus  going  to  dele- 
gate that  sacred  riffht  which  involves  the  duty  of 
the'most  serious  deliberation  ?  The  doctrine,  that 
authprizing  the  President  to  do  a  thing,  and  di- 
rectinff  him  to  do  that  thing,  is  substantially  the 
same,  has  often  been  advocated  on  this  floor,  and 
I  beliete  no  one  can  tell  which  way  the  question 
has  been  decided.  Taking  it  for  ^nted  that  the 
manner  of  expression  makes  no  difference,  if  this 
bill  passes,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to 
make  the  war  so  much  wished  for.  And  how  do 
we  know,  having  given  this  power,  that  the  Presi- 
dent,  on  his  being  told,  in  a  thousand  ways,  that 
such  was  the  intent  of  Con|rress.  and  he  being 
prompted  to  do  the  thing  he  is  empowered  to  do, 
that  he  will  not  commence  that  war  ?  Why  this 
sly,  this  covert  way  of  getting  the  consent  of  the 
majority  here  to  commence  a  war  7    Is  it  because 


that  an  open  and  manly  proposition  to  raise  a  Con- 
stitutional force  to  take  Canada  would  not  meet 
with  approbation?  It  most  be  because  gentle- 
men think  they  can  set  the  majority  to  come  to 
that  precipice  by  incnes,  and  then  brave  it,  the 
sight  of  which  would,  on  an  unprepared  view, 
shock  them  too  much  to  attempt  it.  No  man  can 
be  more  anxious  than  myself  to  put  the  nation 
in  the  best  possible  posture  of  defence  in  all 
points.  Under  this  impression,  I  wish  most  fer- 
vently that  gentlemen  would  arm  the  wkole  body 
of  the  militia,  and  would  turn  their  attention  to 
the  improvement  of  the  militia  system  on  a  per- 
manent scale.  These  twenty  years  have  I  been 
advocating  the  classification  of  our  militia  in 
such  a  manner  that  there  would  be  a  select  corps 
of  our  sons,  and  their  sons  always  disciplined, 
armed,  accoutred,  acquainted  with  camp  duty, 
and  ready  to  march  to  any  |>art  of  the  nation  in 
defence  of  their  rights  and  liberties,  and  those  of 
their  brethren.  If  the  war  gentlemen  aie  urging 
is  as  popular  as  they  would  fain  represent  it,  why 
so  slv,  so  backward,  in  coming  out  with  their 
whole  plan  ?  For  myself,  I  cannot  but  think  the 
American  people  see  that  the  contest  is  to  be  for 
the  ocean ;  that  an  attack  on  Canada  will  expose 
our  seaports  to  plunder  and  depredation.  What 
will  the  Western  people  say  to  the  attack  on 
Canada  which  will  be  an  instant  pretext  for  the 
British  blocking  up  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi 
and  at  one  stroke  destroying  the  value  of  the 
whole  of  their  surplus  produce  7  For  my  part,  I 
cannot  keep  my  eye  from  the  mouth  of  that 
river. 

Mr.  Ross  said  it  was  certainly  true,  as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky  observed,  that  no  man 
knows  himself  bow  he  would  act  in  a  new  situa- 
tion. Hence  gentlemen,  formerly  in  the  major- 
ity, did  not  foresee  that  when  in  a  minority  they 
would  oppose  every  measure  for  the  support  of 
Government,  and  the  minority  were  not  aware 
that  when  they  became  the  majority  they  would 
have  to  adopt  measures  to  carry  it  on.  And  al- 
though the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Lton) 
adhered  to  his  old  svstem  of  finding  fault  with 
everything,  his  frienas  had  found  that  they  must 
adopit  measures  to  support  Government,  and  this 
was  the  true  reason  of  the  difference  between  the 
gentleman  and  those  with  whom  he  formerly 
acted. 

It  has  been  objected  to  the  system  embraced 
by  this  bill,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  the  detachment  pur- 
ports to  be  militia,  and  yet  may  be  called  beyond 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  It  is  al- 
leged that  the  militia  can  only  be  called  out  for 
one  of  these  three  things — to  execute  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  to  suppress  insurrection,  and 
repel  invasion,  and  that  it  is  therefore  unconsti- 
tutional to  call  them  out  beyond  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States.  Now,  sir,  it  is  P«f^7 
clear  to  my  mind  that  there  is  a  variety  of  kinds 
of  invasion.  There  may  be  an  invasion  of  the 
rights  of  the  United  States,  and  an  invasion  of 
territory  by  actual  entry  into  it.  The  jurisdic- 
tional Une  being  imaginar)r,  a  fortification  niight 
be  erected  beyond  our  jurisdiction,  ^ithin  loriY 
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or  fifty  yards  of  the  line,  so  as  to  invade  our  ter- 
ritory and  destroy  the  exercise  of  the  rights  of  a 
portion  of  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Their 
ctODon  would  range  beyond  the  lin^,  and  this 
woold  be  such  an  invasion  as  the  militia  might 
be  eilled  out  to  repfel,  even  according  to  the  nar- 
row definition  the  gentleman  from  Marjrland  has 
made.  An  invasion  might  be  made  without  ac- 
tually entering  into  our  territory,  and  to  repel 
that  invasion  oar  militia  mi^^ht  be  required  to 
march  fifty  yards  beyond  the  line.  If  they  could, 
for  this  purpose,  be  marched  fifty  yards,  they  could 
be  marched  a  greater  distance. 

It  jias  been  said,  however,  that  this  force  is 
not  militia  but  volunteers;  that  in  fact  the  vol- 
Doteers  are  enlisted  soldiers,  because  the  moment 
they  subscribe  the  engagement,  they  are  enlisted 
to  serve  for  nine  months  after  they  arrive  at  the 
Dkce  of  destination.  What  does  this  prove? 
Why^  that,  if  gentlemen  are  correct,  there  is  no 
occasion  for  this  amendment.  But,  say  gentle- 
men, this  enlistment  differs  from  all  others,  be- 
cause the  corps  is  to  be  oflicered  by  the  Execu- 
tives of  the  States.  That  is  an  objection  to  that 
part  of  the  bill,  and  gentlemen  may  move  an 
amendment.  But  the  gentlemen  from  their  own 
ifaowing  have  proved  that  there  is  no  occasion 
for  such  an  amendment. 

We  wish  to  raise  a  particular  force  to  meet  the 
exigencies  of  aflGiirs  in  such  a  way  that  it  shall 
Dot  be  a  moth  in  the  finances,  and  yet  in  such  a 
way  that  it  may  be  effectual  when  it  is  requisite 
to  call  it  into  action.  It  steers  clear  of  the  ex- 
pensive system  of  1798,  because  that  was  a  con- 
tinual eating  up  of  the  wealth  of  the  Treasury 
before  any  actual  use  for  the  military  thus  raised. 
Whilst  raising^  therefore,  to  be  of  service,  it  is 
necessary  that  it  should  be  authorized  to  act  in 
such  a  way  that  it  may  be  efficient;  that  it  may 
not  be  placed  in  the  situation  of  Epaminondas. 
Adiens  was  a  jealous  democracy,  and  would  not 
trust  a  citizen  with  a  commission  for  more  than 
three  or  six  months.  Epaminondas  was  invested 
with  a  commission,  he  repulsed  the  Lacedemon- 
iuis,  pursued  them  to  the  gates  of  Sparta;  when 
he  arrived  there,  his  commission  expired.  The 
question  with  him  was,  whether  he  should  re- 
treat and  give  up  his  advantage,  or  pursue  the 
victory  till  he  conquered  the  eneniy.  He  did  not 
hesitate  to  continue  his  successes  till  he  conquered 
them.  For  this  act  he  was  put  upon  his  defence 
for  his  h'fe;  but  the  Athenians,  with  all  their 
jealousy,  were  too  well  satisfied  with  the  pro- 
priety of  his  conduct  to  convict  .him  of  the  of- 
fence. The  object  of  the  clause  of  the  bill  pro- 
posed to  be  amended  is  to  meet  precisely  such  a 
state  of  things;  to  meet  a  case  which  has  hap- 
pened in  one  Republic  and  may  happen  in  another. 
As  respects  the^e  officers  being  commissioned 
by  the  Executive  of  the  several  States,  I  see  no 
danger  to  be  apprehended  to  the  rights  and  sov- 
^gnties  of  the  States  by  leaving  to  tbem  this 
power.  If  this  body  be  raifitia  engaged  for  nine 
DaoQths,  to  come  into  action  under  certain  cir- 
eumstanees.  surely  the  reservation  of  the  right 
of  commissioning  those  officers  to  the  Executives 


of  the  several  States  cannot  be  calculated  to  in- 
jure their  rights.  If  it  be  not  a  militia,  but  a 
rcfgular  army,  is  there  anything  in  .the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  which  prohibits  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  from  permit- 
ting the  Governor  of  the  States  to  commission 
such  inferior  officers?  If  there  be,  I  am  not 
aware  of  it.  There  is  nothing  in  this  provision 
to  excite  the  jealousy  of  the  different  States, 
whereas,  if  the  United  States  had  undertaken  to 
commission  these  officers,  there  might  have  been 
something  to  excite  jealousy. 

Viewing  this  subject  in  every  light,  I  see  no 
reason  to  adopt  the  amendment  unless  to  impede 
the  Administration  of  the  Government  and  pre- 
vent it  from  acting  efficiently  if  necessary  to  act 
at  all,  to  trammel  them  with  limitations  and 
restrictions  which  no  way  comport  with  the  de- 
fence of  the  country.  Unless  this  be  the  object, 
1  can  see  no  reason  why  the  amendment  should 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  Lyon  said,  I  am  charged,  sir,  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania — with  what  ?  With 
always  being  opposed  to  measures,  calculated,  in 
his  view,  for  the  defence  of  the  national  honor — 
with  being  consistent  in  one  thing— in  opposition. 
Very  heavy  charges;  but  I  believe  no  one  will 
charge  me  with  being  Vicar  of  Bray,  veering 
round  to  keep  well  with  the  party  in  power. 
Some  gentlemen,  who  were  great  favorites  of  Mr. 
Adams  and  his  measures,  so  detested  by  the  Re- 
publicans, have,  it  seems,  found  an  easy  road  to 
the  station  where  they  can  become  the  eulogists 
of  those  now  in  power-^men  they  formerly  de- 
spised ;  that  is  not  my  case— measures  not  men 
are  my  object.  I  joined  with  the  Republicans  in 
opposition  to  John  Adams,  in  his  monarchical, 
aristocratical  views  and  war  projects,  and  I  was 
frequently  in  the  minority.  As  long  as  the  Re- 
publican majority  adhered  to  their  principles,  I 
was  in  the  majority  with  them.  Knowing  that 
man  is  but  man,  and  that  power  often  makes  men 
mad,  I  am  not  much  surprised  to  find  myself  in 
the  minority  at  times  now-a-days.  As  to  the  bill 
before  the  Committee,  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania calls  it  a  system.  I  call  it  an  expedient, 
and  a  miserable  expedient,  too.  I  am  opposed  to 
it,  and  I  have  the  consolation  of  having  had  with 
me  all  the  Republicans,  in  and  out  of  Congress, 
opposed  to  a  similar  miserable  expedient,  twelve 
years  ago,  and  now  having  the  Representatives 
of  those  who  projected  the  former  folly  agreeing 
with  me  in  opposition  to  this  expedient.  Who 
has  greater  right  to  pride  of  opinion?  When 
Republicans  shall,  with  the  good  old  doctrines  of 
1798,  be  in  the  majority,  if  I  live  to  see  it,  I  shall 
have  the  pleasure  of  being  in  the  majority  again. 

Mr.  FiSK. — Mr.  Chairman,  I  cannot  but  admire 
the  zeal  with  which  the  gentlemen  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  (Mr.  Gold  and  Mr.  Ket) 
have  manifested  their  regard  for  the  Constitu- 
tion, so  justly  termed  the  ark  of  our  political  safe- 
ty. And  I  assure  gentlemen  that  I  will  unite 
with  them  to  preserve  inviolate  this  great  charter 
of  American  liberty.  I  will  be  ainong  the  last 
to  vole  for  any  law  which  shall  infringe  the  Con- 
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stituiioD.  Bat,  sir,  I  do  not  understand  this  new 
system  of  military  tactics,  by  which  these  troops 
are  attacked.  An  attempt  is  made  to  confine 
them  to  the  United  States,  by  striking  out  the 
words  *' beyond  sea,"  because  it  is  saidit  would 
be  unconstitutional  to  suffer  them  to  be  ordered 
on  any  service  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  But,  when  gentlemen  urge  this  ob- 
jection, they  seem  to  forget  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  and  disregard  the  character  of  these  troops. 
They  are  called  militia.  That  it  would  be  un- 
constitutional to  order  the  militia,  as  such,  out  of 
the  United  States,  is  not  denied;  that  question 
does  not  present  itself  for  discussion  upon  this 
occasion. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  there  are  two  descrip- 
tions of  soldiers  contemplated  by  this  bill.  Mili- 
tiamen, who  are  to  be  draughted  and  organized 
according  to  the  existing  militia  laws,  and  are  not 
required  to  do  military  duty  at  any  place  out  of 
the  United  States;  and  volunteers,  who  are  to 
sign  an  engagement  to  serve  according  to  the 

Erovisions  of  this  act.  This,  sir,  is  the  difference 
etween  the  troops  to  be  detached  under  this  bill. 
Will  any  gentleman  pretend  that  it  is  unconsti- 
tuiional  for  any  citizen  to  enter  into  a  contract, 
not  prohibited  by  tKe  Constitution,  or  the  laws  of 
the  land  ?  I  presume  not.  Nor  can  it  be  pre- 
tended that  the  Constitution  prohibits  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States  from  entering  into  an  en- 
gagement to  perform  military  duty,  and  to  serve 
his  country,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States.  For  it  will  not  be  denied  but  Congress 
have  power  to  pass  a  law  to  raise  an  army,  which 
army,  when  raised,  may  be  ordered  on  an  expedi- 
tion to  Canada,  or  elsewhere,  out  of  the  United 
States.  And  how  is  this  army  to  be  raised?  By 
the  voluntary  enlistment  of  the  soldiers.  Well, 
sir,  if  it  be  competent  for  us  to  command  the  ser- 
vices of  the  soldiers,  in  conseauence  of  their  vol- 
untary enlistment,  it  follows  that  we  have  power 
to  command  the  service^  of  those  who  volunteer, 
and  subscribe  an  engagement,  to  serve  at  any 
"place  not  beyond  sea,  and  out  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  United  States."  This,  sir,  is  too  obvious 
to  require  further  elucidation.  I  therefore,  sir, 
cannot  perceive  that  there  is  any  force  in  the  ob- 
jection to  the  words  "  beyond  sea,"  and  hope  they 
will  not  be  struck  out. 

But  it  is  said  that  these  troops,  when  detached, 
partake  of  the  character  of  regular  troops.  This 
18  true,  as  regards  the  volunteers,  and  I  like  the 
bill  the  better  for  this  provision.  Because,  when 
organized,  although  they  may  be  called  into  the 
service,  and  be  liable  to  do  duty  as  regular  troops, 
they  are  not  entitled  to  receive  pay,  until  they 
are  called  into  actual  service.  This  is  a  great  and- 
valuable  improvement  in  our  military  system. 
Heretofore,  when  an  army  has  been  raised,  they 
have  been  under  pay  from  the  time  of  their  en- 
listment until  discharged.  And  millions  have 
been  thus  expended  for  armies,  without  receiving 
the  benefit  of  any  actual  service.  I  need  not  in- 
stance any  other  than  the  famous  provisional  ar- 
my of  1798. 
Another  important  improvement  in  our  mili- 


tary system,  is  to  be  seen  in  this  bill.  The  offi- 
cers, as  well  of  the  volunteers  as  of  those  who  are 
draughted,  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  Executiires 
of  the  several  States  and  Territories.  By  this^ 
arraogemeht  you  will  be  likely  to  have  more  sat- 
isfactory appointments  than  can  be  made  by  the 
Executive  of  the  United  States.  Besides,  this 
exercise  of  power  in  creating  officers,  is,  at  least, 
as  congenial  to  the  Republican  principles  of  the 
Constitution  as  to  delegate  it  to  the  President. 
It  goes  far  to  obviate  the  great  objections  to  the 
employment  or  organization  of  a  military  force, 
that  standing  forces  are  dangerous  to  liberty. 
But  these  100,000  men,  instead  of  being  ei^iisted 
in  one  part  or  in  any  part  of  the  country,  are  to 
be  duljr  apportioned  and  detached  from  every 
part.  Thus  each  and  every  part  of  the  nation 
will  have  an  equal  portion  of  its  citizens  em- 
ployed in  this  army.  They  will  retain  their 
patriotic  principles  and  their  State  or  local  at- 
tachments. An  army  thus  constituted  is  certainly 
as  free  from  the  objection  urged  against  armies 
in  free  Governments  as  any  army  that  can  be 
organized. 

I  did  not  rise  to  detain  the  Committee  with  any 
lengthy  remarks,  and  will  only  add,  that  I  view 
this  bill  as  preferable  to  any  that  has  ever  found 
a  place  in  our  statute  books,  upon  the  subiect  to 
which  it  relates.    It  has  my  cordial  approbation. 

Mr.  SouTUARO  said  that  he  would  not  hafe 
troubled  the  House  on  this  subject,  but  that  he 
believed  the  bill  to  be  one  of  the  best  bills  ever 
presented  to  them.  He  had  not  been  able  to  feel 
the  force  of  the  Constitutional  objections,  having 
always  understood  that  any  compact  not  forbid- 
den by  the  Constitution  was  Constitutional. 
There  is,  said  he,  a  clear  distinction  made  in  the 
bill,  between  those  militia  who  are  draughted  and 
those  who  enter  into  service  by  voluntary  en- 
gagement. The  distinction  is  marked  in  eyery 
section.  For  this  reason.  I«am  of  opinion  that 
there  is  no  soundness  in  the  Constitutional  objec* 
tion  to  that  part  of  the  bill  which  is  proposed  to 
be  amended. 

lam  no  friend  to  war,  or  to  war  speeches;  but 
I  am  a  friend  to  being  prepared  to  meet  war  in 
any  form  in  which  it  may  present  itself,  whether 
by  land  or  sea;  whether  in  the  shape  of  an  inva- 
sion from  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  or  an  attack 
from  sea,  I  would  be  prepared  to  meet  it.  What 
is  now  the  situation  of  our  country  ?  Does  not 
war  threaten  us  from  every  side  7  And,  should 
we  be  as!»ailed  by  sea,  should  our  cities  be  bom* 
barded  by  the  British  or  French,  would  it  not  be 
proper  to  be  prepared  not  only  to  repel  the  enemy 
but  to  pursue  them?  Not  only  would  I  repel  them, 
sir,  but,  in  such  case,  I  would  annex  the  neigh- 
boring territories  to  the  United  States.  I  have 
no  idea  of  concealing  my  object. 

The  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Vau 
Horn)  talks  about  arming  the  militia.  He  says, 
if  we  have  war  it  will  be  a  predatory  war.  True, 
sir ;  and  where  are  our  arms  ?  Wfll  you,  in  such 
case,  send  to  Harper's  Ferry  or  to  Springfield  for 
them  ?  Into  whose  hands  do  we  propose  to  put 
these  arms?    Not  into  the  hands  of  a  standing 
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army,  to  become  dangerous  to  the  liberties  of  the 
coQDtry ;  not  into  the  hands  of  an  army  which 
may  overturn  our  Constitution,  but  into  the 
hands  of  the  yeomanry  of  the  country — this  very 
militia,  who  are  always  prepared  to  defend  its 
rights.  These  are  the  men  contemplated  by  the 
bill. 

A  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Gold)  asks 
for  what  purpose  these  men  are  to  be  engaged?  I 
answer,  generally,  for  the  great  purposed  for 
'whi^fa(*'these  United  States  were  associated,  and 
entered  into  compact,  and  for  the  great  purposes 
'wbich  the  preamble  to  the  Constitution  points 
ont — for  our  prgtection  and  defence,  not  only  in- 
ternal but  external.  Not  only,  for  these  general 
jMirposes,  am  I  in  favor  of  the  bill,  but  for  these 
-special  purposes :  That  your  citizens  may  be 
armed,  and  the  militia  prepared  to  meet  any  ene- 
my; that  they  may  be  improved  in  military  ex- 
ercise, and,  at  a  cheap  rate,  become  somewhat 
acquainted  with  camp  duty.  This  system  will 
produce  officers  who  will  take  a  pride  in  improv- 
ing themselves  in  military  discipline.  Every  one 
who  has  ever  been  in  war,  or  who  has  read  his- 
tory, will  agree  with  me  that  this  is  a  very  im- 
portant point.  If  we  pass  this  bill,  we  shall  cer- 
tainly see  a  body  of  well  trained  militia  of  a 
proper  age  and  spirit,  and  shall  no  longer  remain 
m  this  defenceless  state,  of  which  we  are  daily 
told.  Ckntlemen  called  out  to  command  in  this 
•corps,  will  gird  on  their  swords  with  pride,  and 
feel  like  officers.  If  they  enter  for  two  years, 
they  will  do  it  again,  will  become  perfect  in  dis- 
cipline and  will  be  a  bulwark  for  their  country, 
And  the  best  defence  possible  to  oppose  to  an 
£oemy. 

Some  gentlemen  have  required  those  who  are 
iriends  to  the  bill,  to  tell  what  they  mean  by  it. 
My  object,  and  I  wish  not  to  conceal  it,  is  to  pro- 
tect and  defend  this  country  against  predatory 
war,  or  invasion,  which  may  take  place  from 
■Canada — for  I  saw  much  of  a  war  speech  the 
other  day  from  the  Governor  of  that  Province. 
Are  we  to  shrink  now?  To  yield  to  these  cow- 
ardly insinuations,  and  let  a  few  Canadians  make 
an  invasion  ?  - 

The  expense  is  but  trifling  compared  with  the 
Advantages  which  will  result  from  it  to  the  coun- 
try ;  it  will  form  k  system,  not  to  be  abandoned 
to-day  or  to-morrow,  nor  while  the  Government 
exists,  for  the  system  is  Republican.  Under  these 
impressions,  I  shall  vote  sigainst  the  proposition 
for  striking  out  these  words,  because  the  line  be- 
tween us  and  the  British  Provinces  is  but  narrow, 
and,  if  circumstances  reqqire  it,  I  will  say  "  cross 
the  line."  We  provoke  no  war ;  but  it  is  not  the 
policy  of  this  Government  to  give  up  its  rights  or 
independence,  nor  one  particle  of  either. 

Mr.  Smiub  said,  he  was  certainly  not  friendly 
40  war,  and  yet  he  was  friendlv  to  this  bill.  As 
he  meant  to  vote  for  the  bill,  ne  said  he  would 
state  the  object  be  had  in  view.  With  re^t>ect  to 
■Constitutional  objections,  they  did  not  strike  him 
as  having  any  force.  It  is  denied  by  no  one,  that 
defensive  war  is  justifiable,  and  that,  when  car- 
ried into  the  territory  of  your  enemy,  it  may 


still  be  strictly  a  defensive  war.  That  being  the 
case,  supposing  a  party  of  your  militia  to  be  sta- 
tioned on  the  line,  they  would  be  authorized,  with 
their  own  consent,  to  cross  the  line,  and  carry  the 
war  into  the  enemy's  territory.  If  that  be  admit- 
ted, I  can  see  no  difierence  between  takicg  the 
consent  of  a  party  of  your  militia  a  year  previous 
to  the  war,  and  obtaining:  it  when  thev  arrive  at 
the  line.  I  am  not  in  favor  of  war ;  but,  sir,  are 
you  sure  that  war  ma^  not  be  made  on  you? 
That  is  the  point  of  view  in  which  I  consider 
the  bill  important.  I  see,  in  the  papers^  an  ad- 
dress of  the  Governor  of  Canada,  telling  the 
people  that  it  will  be  owing  entirely  to  the  mod- 
eration of  His  Majesty  if  we  have  not  a  wart  I 
have  so  long  witnessed  that  moderation,  that  I 
have  no  dependence  on  it.  I  believe  it  will  de- 
pend entirely  on  his  interest  whether  he  makes 
war  upon  us  or  not.  Then,  if  it  is  possible  or 
probable  that  we  may  be  attacked,  is  it  not  a  duty 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  nation  to  be  prepared 
for  such  an  attack?  What  would  be  our  situa- 
tion if  we  were  now  attacked  ?  We  have  no 
regular  force  to  meet  the  enemy  that  would  pro- 
duce any  material  effect.  If  you  strike  out  these 
words,  the  bill  is  completely  enervated,  because 
the  draughted  militia  will  answer  every  other 
purpose  than  that  of  carrying  war  out  of  the 
United  States.  I  wish,  if  we  are  to  have  a  war, 
and  we  should  be  justified  in  carrvinp^  it  into  the 
enemy's  country,  to  be  prepared  for  it.  By  bar- 
ing such  a  body  of  men,  liable  to  service,  as  you 
will  no  doubt  see,  if  thb  bill  pass,  I  have  no  doubt 
we  shall  be  able  to  meet  any  force  they  can  send 
against  us. 

There  is  another  consideration.  This  is  a  spe- 
cies of  force  that  costs  less  than  regular  troops. 
Bxcept  the  mere  expense  of  arming  them  and 
paying  them  for  ten  days  training  in  a  year,  we 
shall  not  be  subjected  to  any  of  the  expense  at- 
tendant on  a  regular  force.  That  is  one  great 
advantage  ;  but  there  is  another.  This  body  will 
be  composed  of  materials  not  to  be  found  in  the 
regular  armv.  Young[  men,  the  yeomanry  of  the 
countrjr,  will  form  this  corps;  men  who  have 
something  to  fight  for ;  men  who  have  spirit  to 
fight,  and  love  of  country  to  induce  them  to  every 
necessary  exertion.  I  prefer  it  much  to  a  regular 
force.  There  are  amendments,  which  I  would 
wish  to  the  biH,  which  would  not  weaken  iL  but 
give  it  nerve.  I  wish  that  the  privates  ot  the 
corps  may  not  be  subjected  to  that  severe  and 
shameful  discipline  prevailing  in  the  regular 
army.  I  would  not  subject  tnem  to  infamous 
punishment.  I  should  hope  that  the  point  of 
honor  would  be  a  sufficient  security  for  their 
good  conduct. 

Mr.  Bacon  said^that  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land. (Mr.  Kbt,)  in  combatting  this  bill,  on  Con- 
stitutional grounds,  had  conceded  sufficient  for 
his  purposes,  and  sufficient,  too,  to  do  away  those 
Constitutional  objections^  which  he  himself  had 
raised.  He  concedes,  said  Mr.  B.,  that,  in  what 
may  be  called  a  fresh  pursuit,  a  body  of  militia, 
having  a  manifest  advantage  over  the  enemy, 
might,  with  their  consent,  be  conducted  over  the 
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boundary  liD€,  for  the  porpose  of  further  subdu- 
ing their  adversary.  Tbis  seems  to  mesufiicieDt 
to  establish  the  general  Constitutional  position, 
that  the  militia  may,  under  certain  circumstances, 
go  over  the  line.  If  they  have  a  riffht  to  go  over 
the  line,  by  consent,  at  thf  time,  they  certainly 
can  do  the  same  by  prior  consent.  But  the  gen- 
tleman says  that  this  is  an  extreme  case,  which 
ought  not  to  be  attempted  to  be  made  to  bear  on 
the  general  Constitutional  question.  If  it  were 
an  extreme  or  improbable  case,  it  would  not  alter 
the  general  principles  which  it  establishes;  butl 
do  not  agree  that  it  is  either  so  extreme  or  im- 
probable a  case  that  it  may  not  fairly  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  organizing  thia  force.  Is  it 
impossible  or  improbable  that,  in  case  of  a  rup- 
ture with  Great  Britain,  we  might  have  an  inva- 
sion on  our  Northern  frontier  ?  So  far  from  this, 
that  it  happened  in  the  Revolutionary  war  once 
and  again,  that  an  invasion  was  made  by  one  of 
the  best  appointed  armies  Great  Britain  ever 
sent  to  this  country.  It  is  not,  perhaps,  from  the 
militia  of  the  British  Provinces  that  an  invasion 
is  to  be  expected,  but  from  the  standing  troops 
with  which  Great  Britain  will  furnish  them,  and 
which  we  have  the  assurance  of  His  Majesty, 
through  the  Governor  of  Lower  Canada  in  his 
late  address  to  the  Legislature,- that  that  Prov> 
ince  shall  again  have.  I  ask,  then,  whether  the 
invasion  of  our  territory  is  an  impossible  event  ? 
I  think  not.  So  far  from  its  now  beinfi^  impossi- 
ble, I  recollect  that  a  member  from  New  York, 
^Mr.  Emott,)  in  his  speech  on  the  joint  resolu- 
tion respecting  the  British  Minister,  did  solemnly 
enjoin  upon  us  to  take  into  consideration,  the  sit- 
uation of  the  Northern  territory  in  case  of  a  war, 
that  the  inevitable  consequence  would  be  inva- 
sion, and  desolation,  and  distress.  But^  I  do  by  no 
means  rest  the  argument  on  this  contingency.  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  that  a  prior  invasion 
should  be  made  on  us  to  authorize  the  militia, 
with  their  consent,  to  be  conducted  over  the  terri- 
torial line.  Suppose  that,  in  case  of  war,  a  regi- 
ment of  the  militia  of  Vermont  should  volunteer 
to  go  over  the  line  to  capture  a  detachment  on 
the  other  side,  would  not  the  Government  have 
H  right  to  accept  their  aid,  and  to  direct  their  op- 
erations ?  I  think  it  would.  I  will  not  enlarge 
further  on  this  point ;  but  nothing  is  more  clear 
than  that  whatever  doubt  there  mny  be  as  to  the 
militia  going  over  the  line  when  draufifhted,  it 
does  not  apply  to  them  when  they  voluntarily 
engage. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  *as  usual,  told 
us  that  this  was  one  of  the  measures  on  which  he 
and  his  friends  made  a  great  deal  of  noise  ten 
years  ago.  I  do  not  know  how  many  kinds  of 
noises  he  has  made,  in  the  course  of  his  political 
life,  but  I  must  protest  against  being  concluded 
by  arguments  of  this  sort.  I  do  not  feel  myself 
bound  to  vote  against  every  measure  which  the 

gentleman  ever  made  a  noise  against.    Perhaps 
e  was  placed  in  a  situation  where  it  was  his  In- 
terest and  his  business  to  make  a  noise. 

As  to  the  provisional  army  of  the  former  Ad- 
ministration, with  which  the  gentleman  has  at- 


tempted to  identify  the  corps  to  be  orffanized  by 
this  bill,  it  had  no  similarity  to 'it.  That  was  a 
regular  military  force,  and  a  measure  not  adapted 
to  the  existing  state  of  things  at  the  time.  It 
was  justly  objected  to,  because,  in  case  of  war 
with  France,  the  nation  with  whom  alone  we  had 
any  differences,  there  was  no  point  of  contact 
where  an  armed  military  force  could  apply.  It 
was,  therefore,  well  asked,  and  I  never  heard  the 
question  answered,  for  what  purpose  is  this  army 
intended  ?  To  be  sure,  sir.  of  late  I  have  east  my 
eye  on  a  documenf*"  whicn  zoay,  perhaps,  throw 
some  light  on  the  subject.  It  does  now  appear 
that  there  was  then  in  existence  a  certain  project 
of  a  treaty  between  Great  Britain,  the  United 
States,  and  the  Southern  Provinces  of  America, 
wherein  the  United  States  were  to  stipulate  to 
contribute,  as  their  contingent,  toward  the  com- 
mon objects  of  the  alliance,  an  amount  of  ten  thou- 
sand regular  troops.  The  treaty  was  sent  to  oar 
Government  in  tne  year  1797  or  1798,  and  is  said 
not  to  have  met  witn  a  very  favorable  reception 
from  President  Adams.  This  we  learn  from  a 
British  work  lately  published  in  this  country.  It 
so  happened  that  the  exact  number  of  ten  thou- 
sand troops  were  raised  here  just  at  that  time; 
for  what  purpose  the  nation  were  somewhat  at  a 
loss  to  know. 

*  The  following  is  the  substance  of  the  account  giv- 
en of  this  transaction  in  the  work  (Bristed's  Hinti) 
above  alluded  to : 

"  In  the  year  1797,  a  project  of  a  treaty  was  drawn 
up  at  Paris  by  Miranda,  and  other  Deputies  from  tbe 
South  American  Spanish  Provinces,  upon  the  subject- 
matter  of  which  interviews  were  immediately  htd 
with  Mr.  Pitt,  in  London,  who  acceded  to  the  same 
with  alacrity,  and  it  vna  afterward  transmitted  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  The  treaty  con- 
sisted of  eleven  articles,  and  the  fourth  article  whidi 
details  the  general  objects  of  the  proposed  alliance  if  in 
the  following  wwds : 

f  < '  A  defensive  alliance  between  England,  tiie  United 
States  of  America,  and  South  Amezioa,  is  so  strong^ 
recommended,  by  the  nature  of  things,  by  the  geo- 
graphical position  of  each  of  the  three  countriei,  by 
the  products,  industry,  wants,  manners,  and  chartcten 
of  the  three  nations,  that  it  is'  impossible  for  this  alli- 
ance not  to  be  of  long  continuance ;  above  all,  if  caie 
be  taken  to  consolidate  it  by  an  analogy  in  the  politi- 
cal form  of  the  three  Governments.  That  is  to  say,  bj 
the  enjoyment  of  civil  liberty,  well  understood ;  naj, 
we  may  even  say  with  confidence,  that  this  alliance  ii 
the  only  remaining  hope  of  liberty,  so  audaciously  out* 
raged  by  the  detestable  maxims  avowed  by  the  French 
Republic ;  it  is  the  only  moans  left  of  forming  a  bal- 
ance of  power  capable  of  restraining  the  dcstmctire 
ambition  and  desolation  of  the  French  system.' " 

**  The  subsequent  articles  define  more  particularly 
the  objects  of  the  alliance,  and  provide  for  the  contribo- 
tion  which  the  three  parties  were  to  make  towards  it. 
On  the  part  of  the  United  States  a  small  miHtaiy  fi>rce 
Was  to  be  furnished,  which,  it  was  proposed,  should  be 
ten  tlfbusand  troops,  and  the  British  Government 
agreed  to  find  money  and  ships.  But  Mr.  Adams,  then 
President  ol  the  United  Sutes,  declined  to  tranamitan 
immediate  answer,  and  the  measure  was,  in  ooasa-^ 
quence,  postponed*" 
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The  gentleman  says,  that  however  we  may  talk 
aboat  war,  it  is  very  unpopular,  and  the  people  are 
rerj  much  against  it.  1  will  not  contest  with  the 
gentleman  in  his  superior  knowledffe  on  this 
poiot.  He  18  an  older  mariner,  and  probably  takes 
his  aooiMlings  along  the  shore  of  popularity  often- 
er  than  most  of  us.  But  this  I  will  say,  that  when 
for  a  series  of  years  this  nation  has  experienced 
ao  unproToked  and  relentless  course  of  aggres- 
sion and  insult  from  the  violence  and  rapacity  of 
foreign  Powers,  and  after  ever^  other  means  of 
averting  those  aggressions  and  insults  have  been 
disregarded,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  National 
Ciovemment  to  vindicate,  at  every  hazard,  the 
nation's  rights.  Whether  the  nation  will  vindi- 
cate and  support  this  Qovernmeot  in  the  appeal 
which  it  may  be  necessary  to  make,  is  for  them 
to  decide,  if  we  do,  indeed,  mistake  their  views 
and  wishes,  they  hold  in  their  own  hands  the 
proper  corrective,  and  to  them  I  leave  the  de- 
cision. 

Mr.  Lton  said  the  Committee  had  been  enter- 
tained with  a  very  pretty  play  from  thee^entleroan 
from  Massachusetts  upon  the  word  "noise,"  a 
word  which  dropped  from  me.  I  confess,  sir, 
said  Mr.  L.,  that  I  am  often  very  unfortunate  in 
my  choice  of  words,  to  express  my  meaning,  and 
perhaps  on  the  occasion  of  my  using  the  word 
^'  noise,"  I  might,  by  being  a  little  more  cau- 
tions, have  found  a  better ;  one  that  would  have 
better  pleased  that  gentleman's  ear.  But,  sir,  no 
one  dse,  who  knew  us  in  1800,  will  say  we  did 
not,  both  of  us,  make  noise.  We  did  not  live  far 
asQQder,  and,  as  far  as  I  could  know  of  the  gen- 
tleman, he  echoed  all  the  noise  I  made;  and  I  be- 
^eve  that  it  is  to  this  noise-making  the  gentleman 
owes  his  present  importance.  On  the  noise  spoken 
of^  be  has,  I  believe,  mounted  to  fame,  to  honor, 
and  respectability. 

While  I  am  up,  sir,  I  would  warn  gentlemen 
against  yielding  to  Executive  encroachments, 
against  yielding  the  legislative  powers  constitU'^ 
tionaily  lodged  in  their  hands  to  Executive  dis- 
cretion or  management.  The  bill  before  you  con- 
temi>lates  giving  the  power  of  making  war  to  the 
President.  Executive  encroachments,  and  grants 
of  power  to  the  Executive  was  a  subject  we  for- 
merly made  much  noise  about.  I  am  not  pre- 
pared to  enumerate  all  the  grants  of  power  and 
fixecotive  encroachments  since  Mr.  Jefferson's 
eomiflg  into  office;  but  I  will  pledge  myself  to 
»how,  on  paper,  if  it  is  required,  that  they  have 
far  exceeded  all  that  we  complained  of  during  the 
former  Presidencies. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  said,  though  the  Constitutional 
powers,  be  thought,  were  defined  with  competent 
precision,  yet,  he  observed  that,  in  almost  every 
Congress,  it  had  become,  on  many  occasions,  very 
flexible  in  the  hands  of  different  members,  and, 
sometimes,  of  different  parties.  He  remembered 
well,  that,  in  1794,  the  power  of  Congress  to  lay 
an  embarso  was  considered  unanimously  by  the 
members  in  Congress  and  the  citizens,  as  fully 
authorized  by  the  Constitution ;  but  that,  in  1807, 
it  was  discovered  and  argued  by  many  members 
<rf  Congress,  and  citizens  in  some  parts  of  the 


Union,  that  Congress  had  no  Constitutional  au- 
thority to  lay  an  embargo ;  other  instances  might 
be  given. 

The  Constitution  has  vested  Congress  express- 
ly with  authority  and  made  it  their  duty  to  pro- 
vide for  the  common  defence  and  general  welfare 
and  to  repel  invasions,  which  includes  every 
means  of  carrying  those  powers  into  full  effect  to> 
the  greatest  public  advantage;  yet,  it  is  contend- 
ed, that  Congress  has  not  Constitutional  author^ 
ity  to  make  a  law  to  enable  the  President  to  em- 
ploy the  national  force  to  prevent  an  invasion  by 
meeting  the  invading  foe  on  his  own  ground,  or 
by  pursuing  the  invading  army  beyond  the  terri* 
torial  line. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Lton,) 
has  not  only  denied  the  Constitutional  authority 
of  Congress  to  make  such  provision,  but  asserted 
that  the  powerful  minority  in  the  fifth  Congress 
opposed  the  raising  of  the  provisional  army  on 
Constitutional  ground,  and  made  a  great  noise 
about  its  being  contrary  to  the  Constitution;  that 
he  himself  made  a  great  noise,  etc. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  nimself  and  several  other  gen- 
tlemen whom  he  now  saw  on  the  floor,  were 
members  of  that  Congress;  that  he  had  made 
some  noise  on  that  question  himself,  having  taken 
the  floor  more  frequently  than  now,  because  he 
was  better  heard.  He  had  been  opposed  to  ho»- 
tilities  with  France  until  further  negotiation  was 
tried ;  but  when  that  measure  was  adopted,  he 
voted  for  such  measures  as  he  thought  best  oal«- 
culated  to  carry  hostilities  most  advantageoosly 
into  effect.  He  had  voted  for  the  greatest  nom* 
her  of  ships  that  was  proposed,  because  he  kneir 
that  it  was  only  with  a  navy  that  we  came  into 
contact  with  the  power  and  interests  of  France | 
and  he  had  voted  against  the  Army,  because  it 
could  be  of  no  possible  use  in  the  hostitities  with 
France,  because  she  had  no  territory  in  our 
reach ;  nor  was  it  in  her  power  or  for  her  interest 
to  invade  us ;  and  it  was  not  pretended  that  the 
Army  was  necessary  on  the  frontiers.  In  short, 
he  voted  against  it,  because  he  thought  it.inexper 
dient,  and  a  useless  expense,  but  not  because  be 
thought  it  contrary  M>  the  Constitution.  Several 
of  his  friends  in  that  minority  voted  for  it.  which 
they  would  not  have  doae  if  they  had  thought  it 
unconstitutional.  In  short,  the  nrst  that  he  rec- 
ollected of  ever  having  heard  of  its  beinff  unconi> 
stitutional  was  the  assertion  of  the  member  from 
Kentucky,  to  apply  it  against  the  provision  of  this 
bill.  It  was  a  very  late  discovery,  even  if  there 
had  been  any  analogy  between  the  two  cases.  It 
was  not  then  known,  at  least  to  the  minority, 
that  there  was  such  a  negotiation  on  foot,  as.  if 
it  had  succeeded,  would  have  produced  employ 
for  the  provisional  army,  as  has  been  mentioned 
by  the  gentlemap  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr.  Ba- 
con,) who  has  also  reasoned  so  very  convineing!- 
ly  on  this  question,  as  to  leave  very  little  to  be 
added. 

It  is  universally  admitted  and-  sanctioned  by 
our  own  former  conduct,  that  the  best  way  oi 
carrying  on  defensive  war,  when  it  is  necessary, 
is  by  onensive  operations.    If  we  were  about  to 
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•be  invaded  from  CaDada,  as  we  had  formerly 
l>eeD,  and  as,  by  the  speech  of  the  Qorernor  of 
that  territory,  we  fiod  that  they  were  again  called 
lapon  to  be  in  a  state  of  preparation,  or,  if  we 
were  to  be  attacked  on  our  weakest  quarter  by  an 
army  marched  through  Florida,  of  which  we 
were  not  long  since  under  apprehensions — unless 
this  power  is  vested  in  the  President  during  the 
recess  of  Congress,  he  could  not  employ  the  na- 
tional force  to  prevent  invasion  by  carrying  the 
war  into  the  enemy's  territories,  nor  in  repelling 
an  invading  foe  so  as  to  pursue  him  beyond  the 
territorial  line,  nor  make  reprisals.  The  knowl- 
edge of  having  our  hands  tied  in  this  manner,  is 
well  calculated  to  invite  invasion  and  insult.  It 
is  well  known  that  those  from  whom  danger  is 
most  to  be  apprehended,  know  that  if  our  seaports 
were  attacked  and  our  cities  laid  waste  on  the  one 
side,  and  our  territories  on  the  other,  at  the  same 
time,  which  is  very  possible,  no  adequate  resistance 
could  be  made  until  Congress  was  convened  from 
the  extremities  of  the  Union,  when  several  months 
must  elapse,  great  injury  be  done,  and  the  best  op- 
portunities be  passed  before  effectual  provision 
couJd  be  made  unless  this  power  is  vested  in  the 
President. 

Mr.  F.  declared  that  he  was  opposed  to  taking 
Canadit,  or  any  other  territory,  unless  it  became 
necessary  in  our  own  defence ;  but  he  believed 
the  best  way  to  avoid  that  necessity  was  at  all 
times  to  have  it  in  our  power.  It  was  an  estab- 
lished maxim,  that  the  surest  method  of  avoiding 
war,  was  at  all  times  to  be  prepared  for  it.  He 
concluded  with  observing,  that  the  member  from 
Kentucky  must  have  been  hard  run  for  argu- 
ments^ when  he  so  warmly  asserted  that  the  term 
tnay,  in  the  bill,  was  imperative,  or  of  the  same 
import,  as  $h€Ul  or  muit.  It  required  but  a  small 
degree  of  recollection  to  have  been  convinced 
that  almost  every  Congress  had  passed  laws  re- 
specting loans,  and  other  objects,  wherein  may 
means  a  discretionary  power,  and  that  such  laws 
are  frequently  not  put  in  force.  A  good  cause 
does  not  stand  in  need  of  such  arguments.  It  is 
plain  no  power  is,  by  this  bill,  vested  in  the  Presi- 
dent, to  march  the  militia,  in  any  event,  over  the 
territorial  line,  except  such  as  voluntarily  engage 
to  do  so.  The  Federal  Constitution  does  not  in- 
terfere with  t}ie  voluntary  engagements  of  free- 
men. 

Mr.  Eet  said  that  he  had  not,  as  ^bntlemen 
supposed,  contended  that  a  man  could  not  give 
bis  consent  nine  or  twelve  months  beforehand  to 
serve  the  United  States.  Neither  was  he  discuss- 
ing the  policy  of  war,  or  the  best  mode  of  pre- 
parinff  for  it,  which^  however,  he  deemed  to  be  by 
a  well-trained  militia.  I'call  on  gentlemen,  said 
be,  to  look  at  the  Constitution,  and  meet  this  ar- 
gument. A  body  of  militia  sign  an  enlistment 
to  meet  at  a  place  of  rendezvous  out  of  the  United 
States.  Can  such  a  body,  by  the  Constitution,  be 
ofiBcered  by  the  State  authorities?  Must  they 
not,  by  the  Constitution,  be  officered  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  ?  I  adroit  that  they 
may  give  consent  to  go  out  of  the  United  States ; 
but  they  are  not  then  militia,  but  a  body  of  men 


forming  an  army,  and  must  be  officered  by  the 
Executive. 

Mr.  Van  Horn's  motion  was  negatived— ayes 
36,  noes  63. 

Mr.  Pearson  moved  to  amend  the  bill  byr  add- 
ing to  one  of  its  sections  the  following  proviso: 

Provided^  They  (the  volunteers)  shall  not  be  taken 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  unless  it 
be  in  pursuit  of  an  enemy  who  shall  have  invaded  the 
United  States. 

The  motion  was  negatived  without  debate,  31 
members  only  rising  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  P.  said  that,  if  the  bill  was  to  pass,  he 
wished  it  to  pass  in  as  perfect  a  shape  as  possible. 
By  the. bill,  volunteers  were  to  sign  an  engage- 
ment to  serve  the  United  States  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act.  He  proposed  to  amend 
this  part  of  the  bill  by  adding  as  follows: 

'*  The  said  engagement  being  first  read  to  him  (the 
volunteer)  by  a  commissioned  officer  and  witnessed  by 
at  least  one  credible  witness,  at  the  time  of  signing  it, 
and  that  the  engagement  to  be  made  and  signed  shall 
expressly  state  the  liability  to  be  taken  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stotes." 

This  motion  was  also  negatived  without  debate 
— ayes  53,  noes  41. 

The  Committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  to  the  House,  and  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  8. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wbakley,  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn:  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereupon,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive— yeas  3,  nays  68. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  McKee,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

*^Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repretenta- 
tives  of  the  ifnited  States  of  America  in  Congrm 
assembled.  That  the  Presidient  of  the  Senate  and 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  be,  and  tbej 
are  hereby/  authorized  to  adjourn  their  respectiTe 
Houses  on  Monday,  the  second  day  of  April  next 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings. 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  constituting  and  establish* 
ing  a  new  district  for  the  disposal  of  the  United 
States'  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  to  be 
bounded  as  follows,  to  wit :  On  the  Bast  by  the 
line  dividing  the  sixth  and  seventh  ranges.  Bast 
of  the  second  principal  meridian ;  on  the  North 
by  the  Indian  boundary  line;  on  the  West  by  the 
line  dividing  the  seventh  and  eighth  ranges,  West 
of  the  second  principal  meridian ;  on  the  Soatn 
by  the  river  Ohio. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth  Hamil- 
ton ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  t 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  same  committee,  to 
whom  was  committed  the  bill  from  the  Senat^ 
entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  Charles  Minifie, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  had  the  ««•<» 
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bill  under  coosideratioo,  and  directed  him  to  re- 
port the  same  to  ihe  House,  without  amendment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Love, 

Ordered.  That  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
Hoose  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  to  amend  the  charter  of  Alexandria  ;  and 
that  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  be  also 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  ^  An  act  for  the  estab- 
ment  of  a  turnpike  company  in  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia." 

Mr.  MuMPORD  presented  a  petition  of  Eugene 
de  Leitzendorfer,  stating  that,  at  the  solicitaion 
of  General  Eaton  he  relinquished,  in  the  year  one 
thoosand  eight  hundred  and  four,  his  command 
as  chief  engineer  and  chief  of  the  stiaff  and  direc- 
tor of  the  artillery  of  the  Turkish  army  in  Egypt, 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  that  oBicer  in  his  mil- 
itary operations  against  Tripoli;  in  consequence 
of  which  he  has  been  subjected  to  many  hard- 
ships and  losses,  and  having  at  length  arrived  in 
America,  he  finds  himself  destitute  of  the  means 
of  subsistence  in  the  midst  of  plenty ;  and  solicit- 
ing such  pecQoiarv  aid  from  Congress  as  will 
enable  him  to  subsist  until  he  can  acquire  a 
knowledge  cf  the  American  language. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  SouTHARO,  after  remarking  upon  the  pres- 
ent inequality  of  returns  of  militia,  arising  from 
the  various  exemptions  from  militia  service  in 
different  States,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Eeaohedj  That  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
•o  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  as  relates  to  the  organization  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  States,  be  instructed  to  inquire  whether 
any,  and,  if  any,  what  alterations  or  amendments  are 
necessary  in  the  act  clr  acts  of  Congress  relative  to  ez- 
emptioD  from  militia  doty,  and  which  require  annual 
returns  of  the  enrolled  nulitia  in  the  respective  States 
to  be  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  the  committee  have  leave  to  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

DETACHMENT  OP  MILITIA. 
The  House  took  up  the  report  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and 

agreed  to  the  several  amendmenu  made  by  the 

eommittee. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Van  Horn  to 
amend  that  part  of  the^  bill  which  provides  that 
each  rolooteer  *^may  also  be  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  Sutes  to  any  place,  not  beyond 
teOj  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States." 
by  auikiog  out  the  words  in  italic,  viz:  ^*  beyond 
tea." 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  it  was  a  principle  which 
eoold  not  be  well  sustained,  that  the  militia  can 
be  required  to  march  beyond  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States,  except  for  one  sin- 
gle purpose,  the  necessity  for  which  must  be  de- 
cided by  the  commander  at  the  time,  that  Is  to 
«y:  when  repelling  an  invasion  should  require, 
in  a  miliury  point  of  view,  the  passage  of  the 
tiae.  It  is,  said  Mr.  D.,  a  questton  of  a  military 
aatore,  to  be  decided  by  the  commander  of  the 
fofces,  whether  it  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the 


object  of  repelling  an  invasion.  Beyond  that,  I 
apprehend  the  militia  cannot  be  marched  out  of 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.  It  is  very 
clear  that  they  ctfnnot  be  sent  beyond  sea,  out  of 
our  jurisdiction. 

The  next  question  is,  whether  the  volunteers 
to  be  taken  as  bubstitutes  can  be  sent,  not  beyond 
sea,  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States? 
If  these  volunteers  engage,  they  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  belonging  to  the  Army  of  the  United 
States.  A  person  who  is  detached  may,  as  a  mi- 
litiaman, be  required  to  perform  certain  duties; 
he  may  also  agree  to  perform  then,  and  then  he 
will  be  commanded  not  as  a  militiaman  but  as 
an  enlisted  soldier,  and  no  militia  officer,  as  such, 
can,  by  virtue  of  his  engagement,  extend  his 
power  as  an  officer  of  militia.  He  cannot  com- 
mand a  roan  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  except  for  the  sole  purpose  of  repel- 
ling invasion.  This  bill,  then,  presents  the  extra- 
ordinary spectacle  of  an  army  of  soldiers  without 
a  man  to  command  them  where  th'ey  are  to  act. 
When  a  militiaman  serves  where  the  militia  can- 
not be  compelled  to  serve,  no  militia  officer  can 
command  him  ;  and  that  a  militiaman  can  enlist 
himself  as  an  officer,  and  act  as  such  in  virtue  of 
his  engagement,  is  an  idea  very  novel. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  considering  this 
provision  as  very  exceptionable,  I  am  for  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  PoiNOEXTBR  said  that  there  appeared  to  be 
two  questions  raised  on  this  part  of  the  bill.  One 
was,  whether  the  officers  should  be  commissioned 
by  the  State  authorities,  or  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States?    It  has  been  contended  by 

fentlemen  from  Maryland  and  Connecticut,  (Mr. 
lET  and  Mr.  Dana.)  that  when  the  militia  are 
in  service  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United 
States,  they  must  be  officered  by  the  President  of 
the  United  States.  If  I  understood  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  correctly,  he  admits  that, 
when  in  service,  the  militia  volunteers  might  be 
ordered  across  the  line,  but  that  they  cannot  go 
out  of  the  jurisdictional  limits,  inasmuch  as  the 
officers  derive  their  commissions  from  State  au- 
thorities. I  have  always  understood,  heretofore, 
that  it  was  one  of  the  great  barriers  to  defend  the 
State  governments  from  the  encroachments  of 
the  General  Qovemment ;  that^  in  a  war  in  which 
the  militia  should  be  called  into  service,  they 
should  hold  their  commissions  under  State  au- 
thorities, to  prevent  the  great  influence  the  Gen- 
eral Grovernment  would  otherwise  have.  A  gen- 
tleman yesterday  read  part  of  an  article  of  the 
Constitution,  to  show  that  the  militia  could  only 
be  called  out  for  the  purposes  of  suppressing  in- 
surrection, executing  the  laws  of  the  Union,  and 
repelling  invasion.  This  is  admitted ;  and  it  is 
equally  admitted  that  the  militia,  when  draught- 
ed, cannot  be  called  without  our  jorisdictiohai 
limits ;  for  the  power  to  call  them  out  to  execute 
the  laws,  does  not  authorize  the  sending  them 
beyond  our  jurisdictional  limits,  as  we  cannot 
pass  a  law  to  operate  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States.  We  cannot  annex  Canada  or 
Florida  to  our  territory  by  a  law.    As  well  might 
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it  be  said  that  Virginia  could  pass  laws  to  govern 
Massachusetts,  or,  i^tce  verea^  as  that  Congress 
could  p^ss  a  law  to  hare  force  without  the  limits 
of  the  United  States.  But,  if  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  had  only  read  the  clause  of  the  Consti- 
tution, which  he  quoted,  throughout,  he  would 
have  found  his  objection  completely  answered. 
Congress  have  power  ^^  to  provide  for  organizing, 
'  arming,  and  disciplining,  the  militia,  and  for 
'  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  em- 
*  ployed  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  re- 
'  serving  to  the  States,  respectively,  the  appoint- 
'  ment  of  the  officers,"  dbc.  Here  is  an  express 
reservation  of  a  power  to  the  States  to  appoint 
officers  to  the  militia  when  called  into  actual  ser- 
vice. I  think,  by  this  clause,  the  principle  is 
clearly  established  that  the  officers  of  these  vol- 
unteers can  constitutionally  hold  their  commis- 
sions from  the  State  authorities. 

It  only  remains  to  answer  the  question,  whe- 
ther the  militia  can  be  carried  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States  by  voluntary  engage- 
ment? It  will  be  admitted  that  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States  can  expatriate  himself,  and  can  en- 
gage to  serve  a  foreign  Prince.  There  is  nothing 
to  prevent  his  engaging  in  a  foreign  army.  Will 
it  be  contended  that  a  citizen  of  the  United 
States  can  engage  to  serve  a  foreign  Prince  and 
not  serve  his  own  Government  ?  is  not  a  con- 
tract to  serve  his  own  Government  as  l)inding 
and  at  least  as  patriotic  ?  All  contracts  not  fraud- 
ulent are  binding.  The  United  States,  in  their 
corporate  capacity,  make  a  contract  with  an  indi- 
vidual, who  can  engage  as  well  to  serve  without 
the  limits  of  the  United  States  as  within  theni. 
He  is  certainly  as  competent  to  do  it  as  to  enter 
into  the  service  of  a  foreign  country. 

This  body  is  not  to  be  compared  to  the  provis- 
ional army  of  1798,  in  which  the  soldier  received 
bounty,  was  entitled  to  rations,  and  liable,  from 
day  to  day,  to  be  called  in\o  service.  This  is  not 
that  expensive  establishment.  Their  engagement 
will  be  compulsory  on  them  to  serve  the  United 
States  when  the  public  good  requires  it.  If  their 
engagement  be  valid,  and  they  are  to  be  officered 
by  the  regular  autnority.  (as  I  think  I  have 
shown.)  there  can  be  no  Constitutional  objection 
to  the  bill. 

From  every  other  consideration,  I  think  this 
the  best  bill  ever  offered  .to  the  House.  The 
Army  will  not  be  mercenary  ;  it  will  be  an  effect- 
ive force  of  citizens,  who  disdain  to  be  draughted, 
who  come  forward  and  offer  their  services,  not 
only  for  the  purpose  of  going  into  camp  and  be- 
ing disciplined,  but  for  going  beyond  the  limits 
of  the  United  States.  We  are  told  at  one  mo- 
ment that  this  is  a  vrar  measure,  and  that  the 
nation  is  not  for  war ;  and  yet  gentlemen  object 
to  the  very  system  that  is  to  prove  the  spirit  of 
the  nation.  If  we  pass  this  bill,  the  number  of 
persons  volunteerioff  will  teach  gentlemen  the 
mistake  under  which  they  labor,  when  they  say 
the  people  are  not  prepared  for  war.  War  is  the 
dernier  resort ;  but  when  the  liberties  of  the  coun* 
try  are  in  danger,  and  our  righu  trampled  under 
foot,  they  will  be  for  wan    There  is  more  war 


among  the  people  than  in  this  House.  It  is  by 
presenting  a  manly  front  and  by  evincing  the 
spirit  of  the  nation,  and  not  by  retreating,  that  we 
are  to  secure  our  rights. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said  that  this  amendment  in- 
volved a  Constitutional  question,  and  was  not  to 
be  decided  by  the  disposition  which  existed  for 
war,  but  bv  a  proper  inspection  of  the  charter 
under  which  we  are  sent  to  legislate  here.  In 
order  to  understand  the  question  now  before  the 
House,  it  might  be  proper  to  remark  that  the 
Constitution  distinctly  marked  out  the  species  of 
force  which  might  be  brought  into  action  for  the 
security  of  the  nation.  By  one  clause  of  the 
Constitution  a  power  was  given  to  Congress  to 
raise  and  support  armies.  Whether  an  army  be 
raised  by  voluntary  enlistment  or  engagement^  it 
is  still  a  regular  force.  There  is  another  descrip- 
tion of  force  recognised  by  the  Constitution— 
the  militia.  Congress  are  to  provide  for  gorem- 
ing  the  militia,  reserving  to  the  States,  respect- 
ively, the  power  of  appointing  the  officers.  Noth- 
ing can  be  clearer  than  that  there  are  but  two 
species  of  force  recognised  by  the  ConstitolioD— 
one  the  regular  force  to  be  raised  by  money  and 
enlistment ;  the  other  the  militia. 

The  question  is,  said  Mr.  L.,  whether  these 
volunteers  are  regulars  or  militia?  It  is  true 
that  the  title  is  not  considered  a  part  of  the  bill. 
However,  one  would  suppose  that  a  man  woold 
not  write  under  the  picture  of  a  horse  "  this  is  a 
dog."  The  title  is  *^  a  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment of  militia  of  the  United  States."  The  bill 
goes  on  to  provide  that  the  President  shall  be 
authorized  to  require  of  the  Bxeeutives  of  the 
several  States  to  hold  in  readiness  their  quota  of 
100,000  militia,  and  that  persons  may  voluntarily 
engage  and  be  accepted  as  part  of  them.  They 
must  be  either  regulars  or  militia.  But  the  act 
itself  expressly  calls  them  militia.  Ought  the 
words  "  beyond  sea"  then  to  be  retained  ? 

The  gentleman  who  has  last  spoken  admits 
that  the  militia  cannot  be  carried  out  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  The  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
appeared  to  me  to  place  the  question  on  its  proper 
footing.  It  is  one  thing  for  a  commander-in-chief 
to  judge  whether  it  is  necessary  to  repel  an  iara- 
sion  that  the  militia  should  cross  the  line,  and  it 
is  another  thing  by  law  to  enact  the  position  that 
the  militia  may  be  called  forth  to  go  out  of  the 
United  States,  to  go  to  Mexico,  Para,  or  Brazjl, 
or  to  Montreal  or  Gluebec.  Such  a  law  would 
be  a  violation  of  the  Constitution.  The  idea  ot 
raising  an  army  and  calling  them  militia,  because 
they  are  raised  without  expense,  and  without  en- 
listment, is  derogatory  to  the  honor  of  Congress, 
and  is  as  gross  an  infringement  of  the  Constitu- 
tion as  if  we  were  to  make  a  law  that  the  Senate 
should  be  abolished,  and  we  should  legislate 
alone.  You  might  as  well  attempt  to  pass  a  law 
to  officer  the  militia  of  the  .United  Stater  as  to 
pass  a  law  of  this  nature.  If  the  bill  ^»»  "J°°*' 
fied  so  as  to  raisea  voltinteer  army,  I  should  M^« 

So  objection  toil;  but  it  is  not— for  every  g^ 
eman  calls  it  a  detachment  of  militia,  *'>*!JU 
Bttch  they  cannot  be  carried  out  oi  the  UniW" 
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Sutes.    I  am,  therefore,  for  strikiog  out  these 
words. 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  he  made  do  question  that 
officers  of  militia,  as  such,  were  to  command  the 
militia,  as  such,  when  called  into  the  service  of 
the  United  States.  This  was  too  plain  to  be 
qaestioned.  But  no  officer  of  militia  could  com- 
mand a  militiaman  where  the  militiaman  was 
not  bound  to  obev  him. 

I  am  not,  on  this  amendment,  said  Mr.  D.,  dis- 
cussing the  broad,  general  principles  of  the  bill, 
Bor  the  qoestion  whether  we  shall  now  present  a 
determined  front,  or  whether  we  shall  be  respect- 
ed in  proportion  as  we  retreat.  For,  J^owever 
desirable  it  may  be,  that  does  not  decide  the  Con- 
stitotiooal  question  as  to  the  correctness  of  this 
proFisioD. 

Mr.  D.  entered  iato  an  examination  of  the  fea- 
tures of  the  provisional  army  of  1798,  to  show 
that  it  was  not  such  as  it  was  represented. 

I  admit,  said  Mr.  D.,  that  officers  of  the  militia, 
as  such,  are  to  act  in  virtue  of  commissions  from 
tiie  State  authorities ;  that  the  United  Stales  are 
in  BO  instance  to  officer  the  militia  as  militia ; 
but,  whenever  we  require  men  ^s  private  soldiers 
to  perform  service,  which,  as  militiamen,  they 
cannot  constitutionally  be  compelled  to  perform, 
then  tJie  oficers  must  be  commissioned  by  the 
United  Siates. 

The  militia  can  never  be  marched  to  repel  in- 
vasion, until  there  is  a  design  to  invade  and  a 
force  in  prenaration  for  it ;  because  the  term  im- 
plies a  hostile  force  moving,  or  having  moved,  to- 
ward that  object.  They  can  never  be  moved  un- 
leB:i  a  force  be  arrayed  to  invade — that  is,  ready 
tosirikea  blow.  The  officer  commanding  the 
mililia  may  decide  whether  it  is  necessary  to  pass 
the  frontier  for  the  single  purpose  of  repelling 
invasion.  It  is  a  question  completely  military, 
and  which  the  proper  officer  can  decide  correctly. 
But  here  is  a  general  provision  to  order  the  mili- 
tia into  foreign  service.  My  idea  of  the  militia 
is,  that  it  is  essentially  a  domestic  force  for  de- 
mestic  preservation;  that  it  is  not,  and,  in  its 
nature,  cannot  be,  and  in  its  principle  never  ought 
to  be,  a  force  for  attack  and  conquest ;  that  it  is, 
essentially,  a  force  for  defence  and  preservation ; 
and  that  the  principle  cedinff  to  the  General  Gk>v- 
emment  the  command  of  tne  militia  should  ^o 
no  further  than  a  mere  war  of  defence  and  pro- 
tection. They  may.  therefore,  be  called  forth  to 
repel  invasion,  for  the  defence  of  domestic  rights; 
they  may,  therefore^  be  called  out  to  suppress  in- 
surrection, because  it  subverts  the  laws,  and  also 
to  enforce  those  laws  which  protect  our  rights, 
and  are  the  pledges  of  our  security.  The  militia 
guarantee  a  Republican  form  of  Government  by 
repelling  invasion,  which  would  destroy  our  form 
of  Government,  and  they  repress  insurrection,  be- 
cause the  authority  of  the  laws  must  be  main- 
tained. They  are  a  domestic  force,  and  cannot 
be  ordered  on  foreign  service  consistently  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  It  is  not 
a  service  in  which  a  militia  officer,  as  such,  can 
command,  and  he  cannot  constitute  himself  an 
officer  and  commission  himself. 


Mr.  Van  Horn  said  that,  although  he  did  not 
expect  the  amendment  to  prevail,  it  was  no  rea- 
son for  silence  on  his  part.  Allusions,  said  he, 
have  been  made  to  the  time  of  1798,  and  persons 
, then  in  the  minority  have  been  accused  of  a  dis- 
position to  rail,  because  they  are  occasionally  in 
the  minority  now.  I  did,  at  that  time,  believe 
everything  I  said ;  and,  believing  that  the  ma- 

i'ority  then  were  wrong,  although  Imightalwavs 
tave  voted  with  the  majority  in  Congress,  tne 
same  principlies  which  governed  me  then  govern 
me  now;  and  when  I  see  any  act  about  to  be 
done,  which  I  deem  unconstitutional,  I  must  con- 
tend against  it  now,  as  I  did  then.  What  kind 
of  force  will  gentlemen  say  this  ist  Gentlemen 
have  told  )rou  it  is  not  militia  ;  if  so,  it  must  be 
an  army — it  is  a  provisional  army.  If  it  be  an 
army,  Congress  can  provide  for  calling  out  the 
militia,  Ac,  but  can  they  provide  that  the  Presi- 
dent shall  raise  an  army?  This  was  the  very 
point  of  contest  in  1798.  The  President,  when- 
ever he  thinks  proper,  may,  by  bill,  order  these 
men  into  service.  If  they  constitute  an  army  of 
the  United  States,  they  ought  to  be  raised  by 
Congress;  and  I  have  no  idea  that  the  Constitu- 
tion gives  us  power  to  authorize  the  President  to 
raise  an  army.  That  power  was  given  to  Con- 
gress, and  they  cannot  transfer  it.  That  is  the 
way  I  understood  the  Constitutional  provision 
under  Adams,  and  that  is  the  way  I  understand 
it  now. 

There  has  been  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  the 
spirit  of  the  country.  I  feel  no  fear  of  a  disposi- 
tion being  imputed  to  me  to  abandon  the  true 
principles  of  defence ;  but,  is  this  the  way  to  sup- 
port them  ?  The  Constitution  declares  that  the 
militia  are  the  safe  defence  of  a  free  State.  What 
does  this  bill  provide  7  That  the  militia  shall  be 
marched  out  of  the  country ;  and,  in  their  ab- 
sence, the  arms  of  the  standing  army  may  be 
turned  againn  the  countrv.  If  this  were  1798 
instead  of  1810.  there  would  not  be  the  same  dis- 
position to  trust  the  militia  outside  of  the  United 
States. 

The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  says  this  army 
will  disdain  to  suffer  themselves  to  be  draughtea. 
If  gentlemen  already  begin  to  talk  in  this  waj. 
those  who  are  ready  to  repel  invasion,  but  will 
not  agree  to  go  out  of  our  jurisdiction,  will  be 
told  tney  are  mean,  dastardly  fellows,  who  do 
not  disdain  to  be  draughted.  If  you  begin  to 
stigmatize  those  who  will  not  volunteer,  we  shall 
hear  enough  of  it  before  it  is  done  with.  And 
this  will  be  another  inducement  to  volunteer.  If 
you  wish  to  manifest  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  I 
consider  this  not  the  proper  way.  I  wish  to  see 
a  musket  placed  in  the  hand  of  every  freeman 
who  comes  of  age.  The  number  contemplated 
by  this  bill,  to  be  armed,  forms  but  a  small  pro- 
portion of  the  militia  of  the  United  States,  and 
in  some  of  the  States  will  not  be  sufficient  to  de- 
fend the  shores  of  one  river  from  predatory  incur- 
sions. 

A  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  said  that  the 
giving  of  this  power  might  do  away  the  necessi- 
I  ty  of  using  it.  I  cannot,  sir,  be  influenced  by  con- 
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siderations  of  that  kiod.  What  I  do  here,  I  do 
for  my  country,  and  not  with  a  view  to  frighten 
foreign  nations  into  a  respect  for  our  rig^hts.  I  do 
Dot  legislate  for  exportation.  This  bill  is  not 
calculated  to  insure  respect  for  our  rights;  my 
fears  are  that  it  will  rather  induce  foreign  nations 
to  trespass  further  on  them.  I  have  no  desire  to 
enter  into  a  war  with  France  or  England,  nor  am 
I  for  abandoning  our  rights.  I  would  enter  into 
no  treaty  with  either,  which  should  give  up  a 
right.  But,  is  a  nation  to  go  to  war  for  every 
infraction  of  right  ?  This  is  new  doctrine,  and  it 
is  too  late  to  preach  it.  I  am  anxious  that  this 
amendment  should  prevail,  because  I  think  it  im- 
portant that  we  should  not,  at  this  time,  be  talking 
of  marching  out  of  the  United  States.  If  there  is 
no  serious  determination  of  attacking  a  foreign 
territory,  I  hope  we  shall  not  hold  out  any  idea 
of  doing  it. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Ross) 
harsaid  that  the  objection  ought  to  be  to  officer- 
ing the  volunteers,  instead  of  marching  them  out 
of  the  United  States.  Although  I  have  an  objec- 
tion to  both  parts,  if  I  move  to  aipend  either,  I 
shall  be  told  that  I  begin  at  the  wrong  end,  and, 
therefore,  do  not  expect  to  get  at  my  object. 

Mr.  Holland  said  it  would  give  him  extreme 
pleasure. if  he  could  see  the  gentleman  begin  at 
the  rifi^ht  end.  He  appeared  to  be  embarrassed 
from  the  start,  and,  Mr.  H.  said,  he  would  do  all 
in  his  power  to  set  him  right.  He  appears  to  be 
in  doubt  what  these  troops  are.  All  these  ques- 
tions embarrass  my  very  Republican  friend,  and 
1  am  sorry  for  it.  He  says  Congress  ought  to  raise 
troops,  and  not  the  President,  and,  therefore,  be  is 
against  the  bill.  If  be  will  examine  the  bill,  he 
will  find  that  Congress  are  now  making  provis- 
ion by  it  to  raise  some  kind  of  troops.  When 
these  troops  are  raised  and  provided,  to  be  sure, 
the  President  has  the  same  power  over  them  as 
over  any  other  troops  whatever.  But  he  has  no 
power  to  take  them  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
United  States,  or  to  declare  war,  for  that  power 
rests  with  us. 

The  general  duties  of  the  militia  are  certainly 
within  th^  United  States.  But  it  does  not  follow 
that  no  other  troops  can  be  raised  who  are  not 
strictly  regulars.  Regulars  is  a  general  name 
applied  to  all  troops  in  the  standing  service  of  the 
country.  I  remember  well,  that^  in  the  time  of 
the  Revolution,  we  had  a  variety  of  different 
troops ;  there  were  some  called  minute  men. 
These  troops  may  partake  of  the  character  of 
minute  men,  solemnly  pledged  to  perform  service 
according  to  their  en^gement,  when  the  country 
requires  it.  They  will  have  no  right  to  complain 
of  being  carried  out  of  the  United  States  when 
they  specially  agree  to  go  beyond  the  limits. 
They  are  not  entrapped.  There  is  no  danger  of 
imposing  on  the  militia  of  the  United  States  in 
this  particular,  by  any  kind  of  finesse.  They, 
the  people,  possess  nearly  as  much  knowledge  as 
those  who  legislate  for  them.  Their  eyes  are 
open ;  and  if  they  were  a  little  closed  gentlemen 
would  open  them  for  them ;  for  there  seems  to  be 
a  great  abhorrence  uf  invading  Canada.    If  there 


should  be  the  same  at  the  time  for  volunteering, 
they  will  not  engage.  All  who  have  opposed  the 
bill  on  this  ground  may  lay  aside  their  fears. 

As  to  the  Constitutional  objection,  it  is  the  first 
time  that  I  ever  heard  that  the  Constitution  pre- 
vented our  citizens  from  entering  into  their  owa 
compacts.  So  far  from  it,  they  are  admitted  to 
make  all  contracts  not  injurious  to  the  United 
States.  They  can  dispose  of  their  persons  bj 
free  and  open  compact,  and  it  would  be  bard  if 
the  Government  has  not  power  to  make  a  coo- 
tract  in  this  way.  In  the  regular  army  everv 
soldier  voluntarily  engages  and  contracts  with 
the  Government  to  perform  that  service.  Is  it 
not  from  this  contract  that  service  is  required  of 
him  1  This  bill,  as  far  as  respects  the  contract, 
stands  on  the  same  principle  as  enlistments.  I 
am  astonished  that  gentlemen  pretend  to  take  the 
ground  that  the  bill  is  unconstitutional.  The 
Constitution  has  no  bearing  on  the  question. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  says  that, 
when  without  the  bounds  of  the  United  States, 
the  militia  must  serve  as  regulars,  and  are  not 
bound  to  obey  their  officers.  If,  indeed,  sir,  pe^ 
sons  fly  from  their  contract,  they  may  not  be 
bound  oy  it.  The  officer,  when  he  receives  t 
commission,  also  makes  a  contract  that  he  .will 
perform  service  out  of  the  United  States^  if  re- 
quired. The  contract  is  complete  and  bmdipff, 
and  there  is  nothing  in  the  Constitution  wbica 
forbids  it. 

As  to  the  bill  itself,  it  is.  perhaps,  the  best  the 
House  ever  hit  upon.  If  ine  words,  however, are 
stricken  out,  as  proposed,  there  will  be  no  occa- 
sion lor  the  bill.  There  is  no  occasion  for  rais- 
ing militia  volunteers  merelv  to  repel  foreign 
invasion.  To  pass  such  a  bill  to  meet  invasioa 
would  be  futile.  There  is  not  a  citizen,  in  hu 
sober  senses,  who  is  in  fear  of  invasion.  I  wish 
to  be  prepared,  not  only  to  repel  invasion  of  ter- 
ritory, but  to  take  satisfaction,  if  necessary,  of 
those  nations  who  invade  our  rights. 

Mr.  Ross  remarked,  that  the  objection  made 
to  the  bill  is,  that  these  volunteers  are  militia,  and 
that  they  cannot  be  commanded  out  of  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  States.  It  is  agreed,  that. 
in  their  individual  capacity,  thejr  can  go  oat  of 
the  United  States  to  make  offensive  war,  bat  it» 
deliied  that  the  militia,  as  an  organized  body,  m 
their  military  capacity,  can  make  this  agreement. 
If  the  militia,  from  whom  this  detachment  is  to 
be  made,  were  only  the  militia  of  a  particular 
Slate  and  not  of  the  United  States,  I  apprehend 
the  ffentleman  would  be  correct;  but,  unfortu- 
nately for  the  objection,  they  are  not  only  mihtta 
of  the  individual  Slates  but  of  the  United  Swtes, 
and,  being  so,  may  they  not,  organized  according 
to  law,  volunteer  themselves  in  the  service  of  the 
Government  to  whom  they  belong  ?  When  car- 
ried out  into  actual  service,  they  are  to  be  com- 
manded by  the  President  of  the  United  Statesj 
and  a  great  objection  is  made  that,  thougrh  from 
the  mode  in  which  the  corps  is  raised,  it  is  com- 
posed of  regulars,  yet  from  being  commissioncfl 
by  the  Executive?  of  the  several  States,  they  are 
to  be  considered  a»  militia.    The  Executive  oi 
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the  United  States,  it  is  true,  by  the  Constitution, 
is  to  eomroisstOQ  all  officers  of  the  United  States. 
The  commissioaingof  the  militia  by  the  several 
States  is  elsewhere  provided  for,  and  then  they 
come  under  the  clause  of  the  Constitution  which 
excepts  from  the  general  provision  all  appoint- 
meats  ^  herein  otherwit^e  provided  for."  It  is 
otherwise  provided  that  the  militia  officers  shall 
be  commissioned  by  the  respective  States;  and, 
being  so  eommissiooed,  they  may  volunteer  their 
services,  and  make  an  agreement,  as  militia,  to 
go  out  of  the  United  States. 

After  a  few  words  of  explanation  from  Mr. 
LivERMOBB,  the  question  was  taken  on  the  amend- 
meor^  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  42,  nays 
72,  a^  follows : 

Tiis^  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin, 
Epa^iroditas  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  Jan.,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Thos.  R.  Gold,  Wm.  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan.,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Bdwtrd  8l  Iroe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
ttoo,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald 
McBnrde,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Jo- 
seph Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Storges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  junior, 
William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bur- 
well  Basaett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Coch- 
ran, Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford, 
Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jonathan 
Pttk,  Mesfaack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S. 
Garland*  Thomas  Gholson,  junior,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Walter 
Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Ro- 
bot Marion,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Gurdon  S.  Mum- 
ibrd,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nich- 
o*aon,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sjWania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richard^ 
John  Roane,  Eraatus  Root,  John  Roes,  Ebenezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert, 
Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
imiior,  Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Witherspoon. 

So  the  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Pearson  said  that  as  the  bill  was  of  a 
novel  character,  containing  provisions  hitherto 
noknown  in  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  he 
wished  it  to  he  distinctly  understood  by  those  to 
be  affected  by  it.  He,  therefore,  moved  to  amend 
ibat  part  of  the  bill  requiring  the  volunteers  to 
tign  an  engagement  bv  adding  the  following: 
'^which  engagement  shall  expressly  state  the 
liibility  to  1^  taken  on  service  without  the  limits 
tnd  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States.^ 


This  amendment  was  modified  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  Clay,  so  as  to  read — "  which  engage- 
ment shall  expressly  state  the  liability  to  be  taken 
on  service,  not  beyond  sea,  without  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  United  States.^' 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Root, 
Smilie,  Fisk,  Holland,  and  W.  Alston,  and 
supported  by  Messrs.  Pitkin,  Dana,  Shepfey, 
Pearson,  Ely,  Taylor,  Macon,  Wilson,  and 
Bacon. 

The  reasons  urged  in  favor  of  it  were,  gener- 
ally, that  every  citizen  in  making  an  engage- 
ment ought  distinctly  to  understand  it ;  that  under 
the  laws  authorizing  detachments  of  militia, 
volunteers  had  heretofore  been  received  to  serve 
within  the  United  States  only,  and,  unless  ex- 
pressly stated  otherwise  in  the  engagement,  per- 
sons Tolonteering  under  this  law  would  think 
that  they  were  merely  offering  their  services  as 
heretofore ;  that  the  provisions  of  the  bill  having 
this  operation,  would  entrap  the  volunteers  into 
an  engagement  of  wh jch  they  had  no  idea,  and 
which  was  hitherto  unknown  to  the  laws  of  the 
United  States. 

Against  this  amendment,  it  was  urged  that  it 
was  unnecessary,  as  the  volunteers  were  to  sign 
an  engagement  to  serve  the  United  States  '^ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  act;'-  that  ex- 
pressing one  condition  of  the  engagement  on  the 
face  of  it  would  impl^  an  absence  of  the  other 
conditions;  that  if  this  amendment  was  agreed 
to,  the  House  might  as  well  insert  the  whole  of 
the  law  and  the  articles  of  war  in  the  engage- 
ment; and,  generally,  that  it  was  burdening  the 
bill  with  a  provision  totally  unnecessary  and 
useless. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— yeas  55,  nays 
49,  as  follows: 

Tiis-— Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wm  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Jas.  Breckenridge,  John  Camp- 
bell, John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epa- 
phroditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  James  Coch- 
ran, Orchard  Cook,  Henry  Crist,  Sam'l  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  Jan.,  Wm  Ely,  James  Emott,  David  S.  Gar- 
land, Thomas  R.  Gold,  Wm.  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Aaven, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jack- 
son, junior,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingvton, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBryde, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  0. 
Moeeley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Beniamin  Pickman,  junior, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R*  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stan- 
ley, James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  Ardiibald  Van 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer  Laban  Wheaton, 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats-— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley,  Jona- 
than Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  Tho- 
mas Gholson,  junior,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Hol- 
land, Jacob  Hufty,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Gurdon  S. 
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Mumford*  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.Porter,  John  Rea  of  PennsylTania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  8am- 
mons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seyb^  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Henry  Southard.  Uri 
Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  and 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

And  the  House  adjourned.       ' 

[The  bill  cannot  be  taken  up  to-morrow,  Fri- 
day being  by  a  rule  of  the  House  appropriated  to 
the  consideration  of  bills  and  reports  originating 
from  petitions.] 


FRIDA.T,  March  9. 

The  report  unfavorable  to  the  petition  of  Peter 
Landais,  went  tbrou|rh  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  was  concurred  m  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  went  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Claims 
on  the  petition  of  Margaret  Lapsley. 

[The  report  states  the  claim  to  be  just,  but 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  and,  there- 
fore, recommends  a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  ought  not  to  be  granted.] 

After  much  debate,  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee was  negatived,  and  a  resolution  in  favor  of 
the  petition  adopted  by  the  Committee  and  re- 
ported to  the  House,  by  whom  it  was  confirmed, 
64  to  36,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims 
to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  LovB,  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  the  laws 
within  the  District  of  Columbia;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  qext. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  make  public  a  road  in 
Washington  county,  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gholson, 

Ordered,  That  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday do  lie  on  the  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  select 
committee  on  the  petition  of  Amey  Dardin ;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  committee  re- 
ported their  agreement  to  the  resolution  therein 
contained. 

The  resolution  being  read  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing, to  wit : 

"  Re8olt>ed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted." 

The  question  was  taken  that  the  House  do 
concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  whole  House 
in  their  agreement  to  the  said  resolution,  and  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant 
to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  Mr.  Ghoi^on. 
Mr.  Traot,  and  Mr.  Heister,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled 
^'  An  act  relative  to  the  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  established  in  tht  Territory  of  Or- 
leans;" also,  a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  incor- 


porate a  company  for  making  certain  turnpike 
roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  to  which 
bills  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

The  House  proceeded  to  ponsider  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  turnpike  company  in  th«  county  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia :"  When 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  on  Mondayr  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  intaa  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures  on  the  petition  of  Tris- 
tram Hussey ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  Committee  rose  and  reported  their  agreemettt 
to  the  resolution  therein  contained,  to  wit : 

Reeolvedf  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is 
reasonable,  aad  ought  to  be  granted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  that  the  Hoase 
do  concur  with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in 
their  agreement  to  the  said  resolution,  and  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  porsaittt 
to  the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  John  Thompson;  and, 
after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Committee 
rose,  and  reported  their  disagreement  to  the  reso- 
lution therein  contained,  to  wit : 

Resolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  concur  with 
the  Committee  of  the  whole  House  in  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  said  resolution,  and  resolved  in 
the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gbolson,  the  following  re- 
solution was  then  agreed  to  by  the  House : 

Resolvedy  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of 
John  Thompson  is  reasonable,  and  ought  to  be 
granted. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant 
thereto ;  and  that  the  Committee  of  Claims  do 
prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 

Monday,  March  12. 

Another  member,  to  wit :  from  Virginia,  Jobs 
Randolph,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat  in  the 
House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  War.  transmitting  his  re- 
port in  relation  to  claims  for  invalid  pensions 
which  was  read,  and  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
ftom  William  Lambert, enclosing  certain  astrono- 
mical calculations  in  addition  to  those  accompa- 
nying his  petition  ;  which  were  referred  to  tne 
committee  appointed  on  the  representation  oi 
Neale  H.  Shaw,  on  the  subject  of  the  variation 
of  the  magnetic  needle.  ^^  . 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  An 
act  relative  to  the  district  court  of  the  Unitea 
States,  established  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans, 
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was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Commitee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  makioff  certain 
turnpike  roads  in  the  District  of  Columbia.''  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Frida^^  pext. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  establishment  of  a  turnpike  company 
in  the  coon ty  of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of 
Colombia^"  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  sea-letters,  except  to 
certain  vessels,"  with  amendments;  to  which  they 
desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House.  They  have 
also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  providing 
for  the  third  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabi- 
tanis  of  the  United  States,"  with  amendments ; 
to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this 
Hoose. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Comoiittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  regulating  the  Post  Office 
Establishment;  and, after  some  time  spent  there- 
in, the  bill  was  reported  with  several  amend- 
ments thereto ;  which  were  read  and  severally 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  W.  Alston, 
farther  to  amend  the  said  bill,  by  striking  out  the 
thirty-ninth  section  thereof:  and  debate  arising 
thereon,  an  adjournment  was  called  for,  and 
carried. 


TuEsoAT,  March  13. 

Mr.  Gb OL80N,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  ninth  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Amey  Dardin  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to- 
morrow. 

Mr.  Bppeb,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presenten  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Bay n ham  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Thursday 
oezi. 

Mr.  NawTOif,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  first  ultimo,  on  the  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War,  made  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  this 
House,  of  the  twenty-second  of  January  last,  re- 
ported the  following  resolution ;  which  was  read, 
considered,  and  concurred  in  by  the  Hotise,  to 
wit: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  has 
been  referred  the  report  of  the  Secretarjf  of  War, 
made  in  obedience  to  a  tesolution  of  this  House, 
of  the  twenty-second  of  January,  1810,  be  in- 
itrocted  to  inquire  into  the  cause  or  causes  of  the 
great  mortality  in  that  detachment  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States,  ordered  for  the  defence  of 
New  Orleans;  and  that  the  committee  be  au- 
thorized to  send  for  persons  and  papers. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmit- 
tiag,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the  second 
iastant,  a  statement  of  the  emoluments  and  ex- 
pendimrea  of  the  Collector  of  Baltimore,  during 


the  years  1808  and  1809,  which  was  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McKiif, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  of 
holding  the  circuit  court  of  the  united  States 
for  the  district  of  Maryland  ;  and  that  they  have 
leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McKim,  Mr.  Stephenson, 
and  Mr.  Lyle,  be  appointed  a  committee,  pursu- 
ant to  the  said  resolution. 

ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS. 

Mr.  McKbb  called  for  the  consideratian  of  his 
resolution  to  adjourn  on  the  2d  day  of  April. 

Mr.  LovB  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out 
the  second  day  and  inserting  the  fourth  Monday. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  moved  to  postpone  it  till  Mob-> 
day  next. 

Mr.  Winn  moved  to  postpone  it  till  the  first 
Monday  in  April. 

Messrs.  Love,  W.  Alston,  Nelson,  and  SmiliB| 
advocated  a  postponement,  because  the  House 
had  not  yet  been  able  to  act  on  the  subject  of  our 
foreign  relations,  and  were  in  daily  expectation 
of  information  which  would  enable  them  to  act 
coi^clusively;  that  there  were  many  important 
subjects  before  the  House  to  t>e  decided  before 
adjournment,  and  which  it  would  be  impossible 
to  get  through  with  in  so  short  a  time;  that  it 
would  produce  no  good  now  to  adopt  the  resolu- 
tion, and  would  do  injury  by  creating  confu- 
sion, the  result  of  the  anxietv  of  each  member  to 
have  that  subject  first  deciaed  in  which  he  felt 
most  interested. 

Mr.  McKee  opposed  the  postponement,  because 
if  the  argument  of  the  pressure  of  business  was 
allowed,  it  would  hold  equally  good  against  ad- 
journment at  any  time,  and  Congress  would  be 
always  in  session ;  he  said  that  fixmg  the  day  for 
adjournment  would  greatly  accelerate  business, 
and  no  doubt  all  necessary  business  could  be  done 
in  the  time  mentioned  in  the  resolution.  Mr. 
LivERMORB  was  against  postponement  because 
he  could  not  conceive  why  the  session  should  be 
prolonged ;  he  had  beard  on  all  hands  tl)at  good 
news  had  been  received  from  Europe,  and  he  con- 
ceived, therefore.  Congress  had  nothing  to  do  but 
to  adjourn  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  thus  put 
an  end  to  the  non-intercourse  law. 

Themotion  for  postponement  till  the  2d  Mon- 
day in  April,  was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
38,  nays  79,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Camp- 
bell, Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  William  Crawford, 
Gideon  Gardner,  Daniel  Heister,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  John  Love,  Rob- 
ert Marion,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Gurdon  U.  Mum- 
ford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  8ej- 
bert,  Daniel  Shefiej,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  John  Thompson,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn. 
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Nats — Lemuel  J.  Aliton,  Burwell  BaBsett,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Howell 
Cobb,  James  Cox,  Henry  Crist,  Richard  Cuttu,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  John  W.  EppeF,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Dayid  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  jr.,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  Wil- 
liam Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Jacob  Huily,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liver- 
more,  Robert  LeRoy  Livingston,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thos. 
Newbold,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun., 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quin^,  lohn  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Rich- 
tfds,  Erastus  Root,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Dennis  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Rich- 
ard Stanford*  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis 
B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John 
Taylor,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Ja- 
bez  Upham,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Laban  Wbeaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wil- 
son, and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  further  consideratioa  of  the  resolution  was 
then  postponed  till  Monday  next,  ayes  71. 

CENSUS,  &c. 

The  House  took  up  the  ameDdments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  census  bill.  Tde  bill  as  it  went 
from  the  House  provides  that  the  enumeration 
shall  commence  in  August  next,  and  the  returns 
shall  be  made  within  nine  months  thereafter. 
One  of  the  Senate's  amendments  is  to  make  it 
commenoe  in  June  and  be  concluded  in  five 
months.  This  amendment  was  after  debate  disa- 
greed to,  and  the  other  amendments  by  the  Sen- 
ate agreed  to. 

The  HoOse  referred  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  sea- 
letters,  except  to  certain  vessels,  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill 
for  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment ;  and, 
after  some  discussion  of  amendments  proposed  to 
it,  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  14. 

Mr.  Holland^  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  twenty-fifth  of  January  last  on  the  petition 
of  Return  J.  Meigs,  jun..  and  others,  presented  a 
bill  giving  a  further  compensation  to  the  witnesses 
and  venire  who  attended  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr, 
before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  district  of  Virginia,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  and  report  received 
Yesterday  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
be  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  for  the  re- 


lief of  the  Collectors  of  Philadelphia  and  Nor- 
folk. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  reg- 
ulating the  Post  Office  Department ;  and  the 
question  depending  and  undetermined  at  the  time 
of  adjournment  yesterday,  to  strike  out  the  thirty- 
ninth  section  of  the  bill,  was  again  stated,  and  the 
same  being  taken,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  ordered 
to  be  engros^d,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoose 
that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  amendments  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  third  cen- 
sus, or  enumeration .  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  Slates,"  which  have  been  disagreed  to  by 
this  House ;  and  ask  a  conference  upon  the  soh- 
ject-matter  thereof. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thompson, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Stanford  said  that  as  he  intended,  when 
the  post  office  bill  came  under  consideration,  to 
move  to  discontinue  the  express  mail  to  New 
Orleans,  Athens,  Georgia,  or  at  least  a  part  of  it, 
he  wished  to  obtain  an  account  of  the  expense  of 
it,  which  was  enormous.  He  believed  it  had  cost 
more  than  $100,000  since  its  establishment,  and 
the  proceeds  from  it  had  been  little  or  nothing  in 
comparison. 

Mr.  Stanford  then  moved  the  following  reso- 
lution : 

Resolved^  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  House  the  annual  amount  of  expendi- 
ture mcarred  by  the  General  Post  Office,  in  oonteyinf 
the  mails  from  this  city,  by  Athens,  in  Georgia,  to  New 
Orleans,  with  the  proceeds  of  the  same,  from  thseetsh* 
lishmentof  that  route  to  the  present  time ;  distingiiiih- 
ing  the  amount  incurred  from  this  uAht  Coweta  towo% 
firom  the  remainder  of  the  rOute. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  to  add  to  the  end  thereof 
the  following:  "And,  also,  what  is  the  probable 
amount  of  ilie  postage  of  letters  carried  on  that 
route,  and  the  time  saved  in  the  carriage  of  let- 
ters thereon." 

The  motions,  after  some  conversation  between 
Messrs.  Shepfet,  Taylor,  Rhea  of  Tenneieee, 
Taylor,  Stanford,  Lyon,  W.  Alston,  BiB»t 
and  Clay,  were  agreed  to. 

CLAIM  OF  MOSES  YOUNG. 

Mr.  JoBNSON,  from  the  Committee  of  CltinWj 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Yoongi 
which  was  read  twice  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  same  committee,  also 
made  a  detailed  report  of  facts  relating  to  the 
case  of  the  said  Moses  Young,  which  was  com- 
mitted to  the  same  Committee  of  the  Whole.  The 
report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  was  engaged  by  Heniy  ^^'"^ 
Esq.,  as  secretary  of  hie  embassy  to  Holland,  at  a  •>'' 
aiy  of  £600  sterling,  as  authorized  |yy  a  resolatioB  » 
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I ;  that  he  embtrfced  with  Mr.  Lsarent  on  the 
nid  miaiioa,  was  captured  by  the  British,  carried  to 
Englaiid,  and  impiisoned ;  effected  hie  escape  to 
TrUkCBy  whmre  he  aided  in  the  execution  of  the  public 
bogneea  in  Dr.  Franklin's  office;  and,  upon  the  en- 
largvment  of  Mr.  Laurens,  in.  April,  1783,  joined  htm 
'm  Ijondon,  and  served  as  his  secietary,  and  with  Dr. 
FramUiD,  until  the  9th  of  Jufy,  1782,  at  which  period 
the  ofajects  of  tiie  mission  of  Mr.  Laurens  haying,  in 
conaequcnce  of  his  capture  and  detention  in  England, 
been'  nitrusted  to  Mr.  Adams,  the  petitioner,  with  a 
Hbw  to  saire  ezpenee  to  the  United  States,  with  the 
aipprobation  of  Mr.  Laurens,  discontinued  his  services 
tm  wBcnUrf,  In  consequence  of  the  failure  in  the 
miesion  ef  Mr.  Laurens,  in  the  object  to  which  it  was 
directed,  that  gentleman  expressed  a  determination  not 
to  receive  from  Congress  his  salary  as  Minister,  and 
advised  the  petitioner  to  accept  the  one-half  the  salary 
to  whidi  he  was  entitled  as  secretary ;  to  which  recom- 
mendation the  petitioner  acceded ;  transmitted  his  ac- 
count for  services  from  the  18th  of  October,  1779,  up 
to  the  5th  of  February,  171B2,  (when  his  services  were 
first  accepted  by  Dr.  Franklin,)  at  £250  sterling  per 
annum,  ^ich  account  was  so  liquidated  and  settled  at 
the  Treasury  of  the  United  States,  on  the  2l8t  August, 
1783,  a  reeervation  being  made  by  Mr.  Toung,  and  by 
his  a|^ent,  of  his  right  to  salary,  fVom  the  said  5th  of 
February,  to  the  customary  allowance  for  time  and 
expenses  of  returning  to  the  United  States,  and  for 
interest.  Mr.  Laurens,  however,  having  sustained 
k»ses  by  depreciation  of  Continental  money,  afler- 
wards  felt  himself  justified  in  receiving  from  the  Gov- 
emnMnl  the  ffo3\  amount  of  his  salary ;  upon  infer- 
BSftieti  of  which  faet,*Hhe  petitioner,  having  been  sub- 
jected to  an  adverse  fortune,  conceived  himself  enti- 
tled, willibut  question  of  his  patriotism,  to  ask  of  the 
Umted  States,  in  their  state  of  prosperity,  the  satis- 
fiMliOftl  of  a  debt,  which,  at  the  period  of  their  difficul- 
ties,  he  hftd  declined  exacting ;  and  did,  accordingly, 
on  the  3d  of  May,  1787,  present  to  the  Accountant  of 
the  Treasury,  a  claim  for  the  payment  of  the  balance 
of  his  salary  and  the  allowance  of  three  months'  wages 
far  time  and  excuse  of  returning  to  the  United  States ; 
whidi  claim  was,  by  the  Accountant,  referred  to  the 
Board  of  Treasury  on  the  Uth  Of  August,  1788,  and 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  by  them  acted  upon,  tn 
December,  1792,  Mr.  Toung  presented  a  petition  to 
Congress  for  the  satisfaction  of  his  claim,  which  was, 
by  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  referred  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  who  does  not  appear  to  have 
made  a  report.  The  petitioner  having  resided  abroad 
neariy  eleren  years,  as  secretary  to  one  of  the  Mtnis- 
ters  at  the  Court  of  Spam,  and  as  an  American  Con- 
sul at  Madrid,  dM  care  of  soliciting  his  claim  has  been 
istrvstad  to  his  agenU  in  the  United  States,  by  whom 
^  has  aevfnml  times  since  December,  1 792,  been  brought 
bsisre  Congress,  submitted  to  the  investigation  of  the 
SeoEetary  of  State,  and  of  committees  of  both  Houses, 
and  haa  obtained  on  each  reference  the  confirmation  of 
Uie  Secretary  and  committees  of  the  justice  and  merits 
of  the  daim. 

Tovr  oonmittee,  taking  into  view  the  sacrifices,  suf- 
fmnga,  and  meritorious  services  of  the  petitioner,  ee- 
tabllBhed  by  the  certificate  of  the  late  Henry  Laurens, 
Bsq^  and  other  respectable  evidence;  the  patriotic 
eonaidcration  which  prevented  his  claiming  the  whole 
sahuy  due  him ;  his  subsequent  disappointments  and 
bng-oontinued  claim  for  settlement  «nce  May,  1787, 
an  of  opinion  that  his  claim  is  just    It  is  a  fkct  not 
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disputed,  that  the  petitioner  presented  an  abstract  of 
his  claim  to  the  proper  officers  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
3d  of  May,  1787,  which  is  established  by  the  docu- 
ments of  the  public  offices,  and  the  account  itself, 
taken  from  the  Treasury  on  the  12th  of  February, 
1805,  by  the  petitioner,  and  now  before  the  House  with 
his  petition.  The  presentation  of  the  claim  at  that 
time  prevented  the  resolve  of  Congress  from  barring 
the  claim.  The  resolve  was  adopted  oh  the  28d  of 
July,  1787,  in  the  following  words,  vit:  **  Resolted^ 
That  all  persons  having  unliquidated  claims  against 
the  United  Stotes  pertaining  to  the  late  dommissary's; 
quartermaster's,  hospital,  'dothier's,  or  marine  depart- 
ment, shall  exhibit  particular  abstracte  of  such  dabnir 
to  the  proper  commissioner  appointed  to  settle  the  ac- 
ooimte  of  those  departments,  within  eight  months  fh>m 
the  date  hereof ;  and  aH  peiMns  having  other  unliqui- 
dated daims  against  the  United  States,  shall  exhibit  a 
particular  abstract  thereof  to  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Statta,  within  one  year  from 
the  date  hereof;  and  all  accounts,  nOt  exhibited  aa 
aforesaid,  shall  be  precluded  from  settlement  or  allow- 
ance.'' From  the  foregoing  circumstances,  your  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion  that  the  said  Moses  Young  has  a 
just  claim  on  the  United  States  for  the  fbll  amount  of 
his  salary,  at  the  rate  of  £500  sterling  per  annum,  fi^m 
the  18th  of  October,  1779,  to  the  9th  of  October,  1782, 
induding  the  usual  allowance  of  three  months  for  re- 
turning to  the  United  States ;  and  that,  after  deducting 
the  sum  received  firom  Dr.  Franklin,  and  by  his  attor- 
ney, Joseph  Nourse,  the  balance,  with  interest  thereon, 
ought  to  be  paid  by  the  United  l^tes. 
The  comi^ittee  ask  leave  to  report  by  ImH. 

CLAIM  FOR  INDIAN  DEPREDATIONS.  . 

Mr.  WiTHBRSPOON,  from  the  committee  ap« 
pointed  on  the  fourteenth  ultimo,  on  the  petition 
of  Alexander  Scott,  made  a  report  thereon,  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next.  The  report  is  as  fol^ 
lows :  ^ 

That  in  the  month  of  February,  1794,  William 
Scott,  James  Pettigrew,  and  John  Pettigrew,of  South 
Carolina,  left  that  Stote,  with  a  view  of  estobUshing 
themselves  in  the  present  Mississippi  Territory,  and 
took  with  them  twenty-one  negro  slaves,  vrith  ^>ods 
and  chattels  to  the  value  of  more  than  one  thousani 
dollars ;  that  they  proceeded  in  safety  on  their  journey 
as  far  as  the  Muscle  Shoals,  on  the  river  Tennessee, 
where  they  were  atUcked,  about  the  9th  of  June,  1794, 
by  a  party  of  Cherokee  Indians,  who  put  to  death  aU 
the  white  people  of  the  family,  and  took  possession  of 
and  carried  away  the  negroes  and  other  property.  li 
appears,  also,  to  your  committee,  that  repeatea  endeav- 
ors have  been  made,  at  very  great  expense,  to  recover 
the  aforesaid  proper^,  without  any  otner  success  than 
the  recoveiT  of  a  negro  child ;  and  that  the  persons 
legally  entitled  to  the  said  property  are  forever  fore- 
closed from  any  remedy  by  which*to  recover  the  same, 
in  consequence  of  the  stipulations  of  the  ninth  artide 
of  a  treatj^made  with  the  Cherokee  Indians  on  the  2d 
day  of  October,  1798,  which  article  is  in  the  following 
words:  **lx  is  mutually  agreed  between  the  parties 
that  the  horses  stolen,  and  not  returned  within  ninety 
days,  shall  be  paid  for  at  the  rate  of  sixty  dollars  each. 
If  stolen  by  a  white  man,  dtizen  of  the  United  States, 
the  Indian  proprietor  shall  be  paid  in  cash ;  and  if  sto- 
len by  an  Indian  from  a  citizen,  to  be  deducted,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  fourth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Phila- 
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delphia.  This  article  shall  have  retrospect  to  the 
commencement  of  the  first  conferences  at  this  place  in 
the  present  year,  and  no  further.  And  all  animosities, 
aggressions,  thefts,  and  plunderings,  prior  to  that  day, 
shall  cease,  and  be  no  longer  remembered  or  demanded 
on  either  side."  By  the  above  recited  article,  the 
petitioners  are  wholly  deprived  of  redress  in  the  prem- 
ises. If  there  existed  any  tribunal  of  justice  before 
whom  the  case  could  be  brought,  the  right  of  the  peti- 
tioners to  the  said  negro  slaves  and  their  increase 
would  doubtless  be  established.  But  there  is  no  court 
within  the  United  States  having  cognizance  of  an 
action  for  the  recovery  of  property  held  within  the  In- 
dian boundary.  Neither  is  it  in  the  power  of  the  peti- 
tioners to  avail  themselves  of  force  or  stratagem,  where- 
by to  regain  possession  of  the  aforesaid  slaves  and  their 
increase,  because  they  would  be  liable  to  punishment 
for  a  violation  of  the  sUtute  of  the  United  States  reg- 
ulating intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes.  From  these 
premises,  it  appears  to  your  comihittee  that  the  petition- 
ers have  an  undoubted  right  to  the  above-mentioned 
slaves  and  their  increase,  and  that  they  have  been  de- 
prived of  all  remedy  for  their  recovery  by  the  acU  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States;  that  the  volun- 
tary renunciation  of  their  rights  by  the  Government 
gives  to  the  petitioners  a  fair  claim  on  the  Government 
for  indemnification.  Your  committee,  therefore,  under 
an  impression  that  the  aforesaid  slaves  would  be  deliv- 
ered to  the  agent  of  the  United  States  for  Indian  Af- 
fairs among  the  Cherokee  Indians  upon  conditions 
more  favorable  to  the  United  States  than  a  full  remu- 
neration of  their  value  to  the  petitioners,  respectfully 
submit  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  rea- 
sonable, and  that  the  President  of  the  United  Stotes 
be  authorized  and  requested  to  treat,  by  such  commis- 
Moner  as  he  shaU  appoint,  for  the  delivery  to  the  right- 
fol  owners  of  the  slaves  and  their  increase  Uken  from 
William  Scott,  James  Pettigrew,  and  John  Pettigrew, 
on  or  about  the  9th  of  June,  1794,  by  a  party  of  the 
Cherokee  nation  of  Indians,  at  or  near  the  Muscle 
Shoals,  on  the  river  Tennesaee,  upon  such  equitable 
conditions  as  to  him  shall  appear  just  and  reasoAable. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  "providing  the  means  to 
ascertam  the  title  to  the  batture  in  front  of  the 
suburb  of  St.  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans." 

(The  bill  provides  that  "it  shaU  be  lawful  for  the 
claimants  or  their  legal  represenUtives,  to  institute 
a  suit  or  suits  in  the  district  court  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  Orieans  district,  according  to  the  forms 
now  used  in  the  courts  of  said  Territory,  against 
the  Attorney  of  the  United  States,  for  the  said 
district,  who  shall  be  made  defendant  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  United  States,  for  the  express  purpose 
of  defending  their  UUe  to  the  said  batture,  &c.,  and 
when  the  issue  shall  be  joined  or  the  pleadings  made 
up  and  settled  in  the  said  district  court,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  judges  of  the  said  court,  to  designate  by 
an  order  entered  of  record,  as  part  of  the  proceedings 
in  such  case,  some  one  of  the  circuit  courts  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  where,  in  his  opinion,  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  caii  be  had ;  and  which  circuit  court,  so  designated, 
18  hereby  authorized  to  proceed  to  final  trial,  both  as 
to  law  and  fact,  in  like  manner  as  if  such  suit  had 
been  instituted  in  such  court,  and  had  arisen  within  its 
jurisdiction,  but  according  to  the  forms  used  in  the 


courts  of  said  Territory,  and  the  Iaw»  in  force  then 
when  the  removal  aforesaid  took  place.  And  a  trans- 
cript  of  the  record  shall  be  furnished  the  plaiotifii,  bj 
the  said  district  court,  which  being  authenticated  in 
the  usual  form,  and  filed  with  the  clerk  of  such  dicmt 
court,  shall  be  sufficient  authority  for  such  court  to 
proceed  to  final  trial.  And  the  judgment  or  decree  of 
such  circuit  court  may  be  reviewed  and  reversed  or 
affirmed  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Sutes,  on 
appeal  or  writ  of  error  prosecuted  by^either  puty,  • 

within after  such  judgment  or  decree.  Wiall  hav; 

been  finally  rendered  or  pronounced  in  susL'  drew 
court,  dec] 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
bill  from  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert  the 
following  as  an  amendment: 

**  That  the  interest  in  or  title  to  the  batture  front- 
ing the  suburb  of  St.  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans, ^hich  may  have  vested  in  the  United  States  by 
the  treaty  of  cession  between  the  United  State*  and 
France,  concluded  at  Paris  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  be 
transferred  to  and  vested  in  the  corporation  of  the  dly 
of  New  Orleans,  so  fiur  as  to  enable  said  corporation  to 
defend  any  suit  or  action  which  may  be  instituted  for 
the  recovery  of  the  whole  or  any  part  of  the  said  btt- 
ture,  in  any  court  having  competent  power  and  jaris- 
diction  to  hear  and  determine  the  same ;  and  if  no  suit 
or  action  shall  be  instituted  and  prosecuted  to  finil 

judgment  or  decree  within years,  all  individnai 

claim,  right  or  title  to  the  said  batture  shall  henceforth 
be  forever  barred. 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  batture  shall 
be  used  and  enjoyed  as  a  public  iughway  and  landing 
place,  as  well  by  the  citizens  oi  the  United  States  as  the 
inhabitanta  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  who  shall  con- 
tinue to  use  and  enjoy  the  right  of  digging  and  carry- 
ing earth  from  the  said  batture,  for  making  and  le- 
pairing  public  streeta  and  levees  and  other  purpoeei, 
which  they  were  accustomed  to  use  and  enjoy  under 
the  late  Spanish  Government" 

Mr.  Sheffey  called  for  a  diTisioa  of  the  ques- 
tion, so  as  to  take  it  first  on  strikinfi"  out. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  he  felt  no  disposition  to  delay 
unnecessarily  a  conclusion  of  the  subject,  or  to 
trespass  on  the  patience  of  the  Committee.  In- 
deed,  said  he.  if  my  regard  for  the  feelings  of  others 
could  possibly  oermit  me  from  day  to  dav  to  ad- 
dress an  assembly  unwilling  to  hear,  (of  which  un- 
fortunately for  this  body,  and  for  the  nation,  we 
have  too  many  examples,)  I  confess  the  respect  I 
feel  for  myself  would  forbid  it.  But,  sir,  called 
upon  to  adopt  a  measure  which  innovates  on  the 
established  usages  of  the  country,  sets  a  precedent 
the  most  dangerous  and  alarming,  places  the  Gfor- 
eroment  under  the  control  of  intrigue,  and,  id  mf 
apprehension,  sacrifices  the  sovereigntf  of  the 
of  inordinate  speculation,  I 


nation  on  the  altar  ^.  .^^ 
cannot,  nor  will  I  be  silent. 

Pass  this  bill — pursue  this  extraordinary  course 
of  proceeding,  and  it  becomes  the  entering  wedge 
which  is  to  enable  a  horde  of  speculators  wboiii- 
fest  the  Capitol,  and  distract  the  nation,  to  tri- 
umph over  the  virtue  of  the  country.  And  I  do 
believe  that  the  bill  is  supported  by  a  portion  of 
this  assembly  with  a  view  to  that  object.  Yes, 
I  sir,  it  is  the  object  of  some  gentlemen  to  estabUsh 
I  a  precedent  in  favor  of  the  Tazoo  claimants,  and 
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I  wifth  it  to  be  understood.  Can  those  who  are 
willing  on  the  present  occasion  to  |:rant  a  priri- 
iese  to  Mr.  Livingston,  nnheard  of  m  the  history 
orthis  Government,  refuse  with  any  sort  of  con- 
sistency the  satne  privilege  to  other  intruders  who 
have  been  removed  from  the  public  lands  in  the 
same  way  and  under  the  same  law  ?  They  can- 
not, nor  IS  it  their  intention  to  do  so.  It  is  true, 
attempts  have  been  made  to  distinguish  the  case 
of  the  petitioner  from  that  of  the  Yazoo  claimants 
who  were  removed  from  land  in  the  Mississippi 
TerritOTjr ;  but  whatever  difference  there  may  be 
io  tbe  origin  of  their  claims,  none  exists  in  the 
treatment  the  individuals  have  received,  nor  can 
any  reasons  be  urged  for  granting  a  judicial  trial 
in  tbe  one  case,  which  are  not  equally  applicable 
to  the  other.  Butj  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  case 
of  tbe  petitioner  involves  the  very  existence  of 
our  free  Qovernment — that  he  has  been  removed 
from  his  property  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet^— 
and  that  if  such  an  example  shall  be  sanctioned 
by  the  Representatives  of  the  people,  every  man 
in  the  nation  becomes  a  tenant  at  the  will  of  the 
President.  It  is  not  my  purpose  to  inquire  why 
this  case  alone  should  produce  so  much  excite- 
ment when  the  removal  of  hundreds  in  the  same 
way  has  passed  unnoticed  \  but  I  will  show,  in 
the  course  of  my  remarks,  that  all  we  have  heard 
upon  the  subject  is  mere  declamation,  and  that 
the  fearful  apprehensions  which  have  been  ex- 
pressed by  some  gentlemen  are  perfectly  unfound- 
ed. As  to  the  appeals  which  have  been  made  to 
the  sympathies  of  the  Committee,  and  the  charge 
which  has  been  ur|^ed  of  wanton  oppression  on 
tbe  part  of  the  President  towards  this  individual, 
tfaej  cannot  reach  my  feeling^.  However  much 
I  may  feel  for  the  people  ofNew  Orleans,  who 
have  been  disturbed  in  the  use  of  the  batture, 
which  they  had  been  accustomed  to  enjoy  ever 
since  it  existed,  I  have  no  sympathy  for  the  dis- 
torber  of  their  repose.  While  tne  Legislative  and 
Executive  departments  of  the  Gk>vernment  have 
been  using  their  best  endeavors  to  conciliate  the 
affections  of  those  people,  this  man  has  not  been 
less  busy  in  creating  discontent  among  them.  He 
has  been  the  evil  genius  of  the  Territory,  and  when 
gentlemen  undertake  to  declaim  against  the  con- 
duct of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  in  favor  of  his  inno- 
cence, they  should  recollect  the  circumstances 
under  which  he  removed  to  New  Orleans.  It  is 
impossible  that  any  man  in  his  senses  can  believe 
Mr.  Liringston  has  aeauired  a  just  claim  to  a 
property  worth  from  half  a  million  to  one  million 
of  dollars,  the  value  of  which  was  as  well  known 
to  others  as  to  himself,  when  it  is  notorious  that 
he  is  a  bankrupt — a  public  defaulter  to  a  very  large 
amonnt.  £Mr.  Poindextbr  called  Mr.  B.  to  order, 
Mr.  B.  replied.  Sit  down,  sir,  I  am  in  order,  you 
are  not.  The  Chairman,  accordin^^  to  the  rule 
of  the  House,  required  Mr.  B.  to  sit  down,  and 
Mr.  P.  to  state  in  writing  the  words  objected  to, 
which  were  "  it  is  notorious  that  the  petitioner  is 
a  bankrupt."  Mr.  B.  had  leave  of  the  Chair  to 
eiplain.  He  considered  himself  within  the  strict 
raw  of  order.  His  object  was  to  show  that  the 
litiiation  of  the  petitioner  rendered  it  almost  im- 


possible that  he  could  have  acquired  a  fair  claim 
to  the  properly  in  question;  that  it  must  be  a  col- 
lusive speculation,  and  therefore  that  he  was  not 
entitled  to  the  peculiar  favor  of  the  National  Le- 
gislature. Indeed,  said  Mr.  B.,  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, he  has  acknowledged  the  fact  in  his  peti- 
tion, for  mentioning  which  I  have  been  inter- 
rupted by  the  Delegate  from  the  Mississippi 
Territory.  The  Chairman  declared  Mr.  B.  to  be 
in  order.]  Mr.  Bibb  then  proceeded  to  state,  that 
whatever  cl^im  Mr.  Livingston  had,  might  have 
been  submitted  to  the  Commissioners  for  tht 
Orleans  Territory,  who  were  authorized  to  decide 
on  land  claims  of  every  description  ;  and  that,  if 
his  claim  had  been  laid  before  them|  he  would  not 
have  been  removed  pending  a  decision  upon  it. 
The  law,  said  he.  which  required  his  removal 
from  the  batture  expressly  provides  that  persons 
holding  complete  titles  may,  and  the  holders  of 
incomplete  titles  shall  file  their  claims,  and  in 
either  case  that  they  shall  not  be  disturbed  in  their 
possession  until  the  Commissioners  shall  have  re- 
ported to  Congress.  Mr.  Livingston  was  not  con- 
tented with  the  same  privileges  which  other 
claimants  enjoyed — with  the  same  tribunal,  and 
the  only  tribunal  to  which  others  could  appeal. 
But,  sir,  this  House  is  called  upon  to  legislate  for 
his  particular  case;  to  grant  him  a  peculiar  and 
distinguished  privilege  which  has  never  before 
been  awarded  to  any  man  in  this  nation.  And 
why  ?  Because,  havinj^  taken  possession  of  the 
public  property,  and  reuising  to  submit  his  claim 
to  the  Commissioners  who  had  competent  power 
and  authority  to  hear  and  determine  it,  he  has 
been  removed  according  to  law,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet.  He  cannot  plead  ignorance  of  the 
law,  and  I  repeat^  that  until  June  1808,  he  might 
have  filed  his  claim  and  had  it  decided  before  the 
same  tribunal  which  decides  on  all  other  land 
claims  in  the  Territory  of  Orleans ;  that  if  he  had 
complied  with  the  requisitions  of  the  law,  he 
would  not  have  been  removed  ;  that  having  failed 
to*do  so,  he  has  acted  in  his  own  wrong,  and  hit 
removal  by  military  force  has  been  the  necessary 
consequence. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  aspect  in  which  this 
subject  presents  itself,  entitled  to  the  most  attentive 
consideration  of  the  Committee.  If  m^  construe* 
tion  of  the  law  for  ascertaining  and  adjusting  the 
titles  and  claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans be  correct,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  this 
claim,  notwithstanding  it  has  not  been  filed.it 
now  pending  before  the  Commissioners.  Tnat 
law,  after  enumerating  many  matters  and  things 
which  the  Commissioners  shall  have  power  to 
examine  and  determine,  adds  the  power  to  ^  de- 

*  cide  them  in  a  summary  way,  according  to  jus- 

*  tice  and  equity,  on  all  claims  filed  with  the  re- 

*  gister  or  recorder,  in  conformity  with  the  provi- 
^  sions  of  this  act,  and  on  all  complete  French  or 
'  Spanish  grants,  the  evidence  of  which,  though 
'  not  thus  filed,  may  be  found  of  record  on  the 

*  public  records  of  such  grants."  If  the  petition- 
er has  any  color  of  title  whatsoever  it  can  be  found 
of  record,  and  therefore  is  fairly  before  the  Com- 
misaioaera.   That  it  was  intended,  Mr.  Chairman^ 
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tliey  should  have  the  power  to  decide  od  perfect 
titles  whether  filed  or  not,  is  evident  from  a  sub- 
sequent provision  of  the  law,  which  authorizes 
them  not  to  consider  a  grant  conclusive  evidence 
of  title,  unless  they  are  satisfied  that  such  grant 
is  neither  antedated  nor  otherwise  fraudulent. 
Now,  if  their  authority  to  decide  u  limited  to 
claims  only  which  are  filed,  this  provision  is 
wholly  nugatory,  because  no  nran  hQlding  an  an* 
tedated  or  fraudulent  graat  would  ever  think  of 
filing  it.  If  then  they  have  the  power  to  examine 
antl  decide  this  case,  it  has  become  their  indis- 
pensable duty  to  exercise  it.  They  were  appointed 
with  the  powers  of  a  court,  but  exempted  from 
the  formalities  of  courl^^  for  the  purpose  of  detect- 
ing fraud  and  collusion,  and  of  adjusting  in  a 
summary  way  all  disputed  claims  to  land  within 
the  Territory  of  Orleans.  Tliat  this  claim  is  dis- 
puted the  Commissioners  cannot  now  be  ignorant, 
i^nd  unless  they  have  been  guilty  of  a  dereliction 
of  duty,  it  must  at  this  moment  either  be  de- 
cided or  pending  before  them.  This  circumstance 
alone  anords  a  suflicient  objection  to  the  passap^e 
of  the  bill  before  you,  at  least  until  the  Commis- 
sioners shall  have  msule  their  report  to  Congress. 
But,  sir,  there  are  other  insuperable  objections  to 
the  bill.  While  it  is  admitted  that  persons  hold>> 
ing  perfect  titles  are  not  compelled  to  file  them, 
DP  man  can  deny  that  according  to  law  the  claim 
of  every  holder  of  imperfect  title  which  was  not 
filed  before  June,  1808,  is  forfeited.  It  is  expressly 
enacted  that  the  evidence  of  such  claims  shall 
never  be  admitted  in  any  court  of  the  United 
States.  What  is  proposed  to  be  done  by  this  bill  ? 
Why,  sir,  to  renew  whatever  claim,  ngnt,  or  title, 
the  petitioner  mav  have  had,  and  which  by  his 
own  act  has  been  forfeited.  Is  there  any  evidence 
before  the  House  of  a  continuity  of  perfect  title 
to  the  property  in  question  ?  There  js  none,  and 
if  gentlemen  are  determined  to  submit  this  case 
to  a  judicial  decision,  be  it  so ;  but  do  not  adopt 
the  provisions  of  this  bill,  which,  instead  of  author- 
izing a  trial  on  the  merits  of  the  claim  as  it  now 
existsj  renews  rights  which  may  have  been  for- 
feited. This  would  be  an  act  of  injustice  to  other 
claimants,  and  to  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
to  which  I  trust  a  majority  of  this  assembly  will 
ttot  consent.  The  amendment  I  have  proposed 
submits  the  case  to  the  ordinary  judicial  tribunal, 
without  adding  to,  or  taking  from  the  validity  of 
the  claim,  and  places  the  petitioner  precisely  on 
the  ground  he  would  occupy,  if  the  dispute  were 
between  him  and  any  individual  in  the  Orleans 
Territory.  Does  justice  demand  that  more  should 
ne  donel  Certainly  not.  The  people  of  the 
United  States  are  one  party,  Mr.  Livingston  the 
other  parly,  and  if  the  people  of  the  United  States 
consent  to  grant  him  a  trial  before  the  same  tri- 
bunal which  would  decide  between  individuals, 
I  ask  youj  sir,  whether  in  common  justice  he  can 
claim  any  more  ?  To  grant  him  any  advantage 
he  could  not  otherwise  enjoy,  because  the  United 
States  happen  to  be  a  party  in  the  case,  would  be 
assuming  the  principle  that  less  is  due  to  the  peo- 
ple in  theii  aggregate  capacity  than  to  an  indi- 
viduaL    The  truth  is|  that  Congress  alone  have 


the  right  to  decide  on  the  claims  of  the  nation, 
and  if  they  delegate  the  power  to  determine  ia 
this  case  to  any  court  whatsoever,  it  is  an  act  of 
special  favor  to  the  petitioner.  Sir,  if  the  ordi- 
nary course  were  pursued  on  the  present  occasioa. 
we  should  examine  the  merits  of  his  claim  ana 
decide  upon  it  by  resolving  ^Uhat  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioner  is  reasonable  and  ought  to  be  grant- 
ed," or  *' unreasonable  and  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed," and  there  would  be  an  end  to  the  quesuoo. 
When  gentlemen  undertake  to  assert  that  it  is 
not  within  the  province  of  Congress  to  decide 
claims  of  this  description,  they  surely  forget  that 
Congress  alone  have  decided  all  such  claims  from 
the  commencement  of  the  Government,  and  that 
no  other  department  has  the  power  to  decide 
them.  But  the  gentleman  from  Virffinia  (Mr. 
Sheffet)  tells  you  that  by  the  Constuutioa  the 
judicial  power  extends  to  all  controversies  to 
which  the  Unired  States  are  a  party,  whether  in 
the  capacity  of  plaintiff  or  defendant.  This  is 
the  first  time,  sir,  I  ever  heard  the  opinion  ad* 
vanced  that  the  United  States  are  suaple.  Per- 
mit me  to  ask  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, if  the 
United  States  are  suable,  why  Mr.  Livingston  has 
not  commenced  his  action  against  them?  And 
if  Con^iess  are  not  competent  to  decide  his  claim, 
why  his  petition  has  been  presented  to  this  House? 
[Mr.  Shbffet  explained.]  Mr.  B. said  if  theiea- 
tleman  abandons  the  ground  of  the  suabilrty  (h  the 
Grovernment,  I  shall  say  nothing  more  upon  the 
subject.  But.  sir,  such  a  doctrine  is  perfectly  in- 
compatible with  every  idea  of  sovereignty,  and 
never  has  been  sanctioned  in  any  country. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  great  difficulties  and 
differences  which  have  arisen  in  the  present  de- 
bateare  the  consequence  of  confounding  the  rights 
of  the  States  which  compose  this  Union,  with  the 
rights  of  the  Territories.  Gentlemen  have  said, 
that  according  to  the  Constitutioo,  no  man  can 
be  deprived  of  his  land  without  a  trial  by  jory, 
and  therefore,  the  removal  of  the  petitioner  from 
the  batture  without  such  a  trial  was  illegal  and 
unconstitutional.  I  admit  the  correctness  of  this 
doctrine  in  its  application  to  the  States,  bat  1 
deny  it  in  relation  to  the  Territories.  The  Con- 
Ktituiion  is  a  compact  between  the  States^the 
ordinance  of  1787  is  the  compact  between  the  Ter- 
ritories and  the  United  States,  and  is  to  the  Te^ 
ritories  what  the  Constitutioii  is  to  the  Sutw. 
Political  and  civil  rights  are  gtiarantied  by  the 
Constitution  to  the  people  of  the  States,  which 
are  withheld  from  the  citizens  of  the  TerritorijWj 
And,  sir,  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  yielded 
this  ground  upon  the  present  occasion^  if  I  bt^^ 
not  mistaken  the  tenor  of  his  resolution.  Asl 
understand  it^  he  proposes  to  appoint  Commi^ 
sioners  to  decide  the  dispute  between  the  UijttjJ 
States  and  the  petitioner,  whose^tcision  shall  be 
final  and  conclusive.  Now,  I  adL  him,  and  the 
Committee,  where  is  the  trial  by  jury  ?  Sappoee 
the  property  in  dispute  were  within  the  limite^i 
a  State  and  had  not  been  expressly  ceded  by  tbe 
State  to  the  General  Gk}vernment,  would  not  a 
proposition  to  determine  on  the  claini  of  any  in- 
dividual  to  smoh  pri^rty  without  a  ngular  jo- 
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ditial  trial  be  obWondy  uneoiMtiUitioiiAl?  Cer- 
taioly,  wis,  A»d  yet,  VMUi  the  jpeeseat  noMtnt, 
the  right  of  Congress  to  detetoiiae  by  oocDmis- 
laoAeB  all  huid  elaiois  in  the  Terrttoittes  never  bas= 
been  qoesdoned.  It  has  been  the  uniform  coor&e 
of  proceeding  ever  since  the  oommenoeoMnt  of 
the  €k>T«TnBBeat.  I  couU  enumerate  many  in- 
stanoes  in  whieh  rights  are  expressly  granted  lo 
eidzeas  of  the  fitates  by  the  Coostiiiitien,  which 
both  the  Constitution  and  the  ordinaaee  deny  to 
eitisens  of  the  Terrkoriei ;  but  it  is  unnecessaoy. 
Ooni^Tess  have  kingly^-absoJote  powers  over  the 
Termoiici,  and  if  the  petitioner  could  not  becon- 
ttated  with  the  enjoyment  of  perfect  liherty  in 
the  States — if  he  voluntarily  vemoved  to  the  Ter- 
lilory  of  Orleans,  it  was  his  own  net,  and  he  can- 
not reasonably  elaiaa  an  exemption  from  auoh  re-, 
etrietions  as  are  imposed  on  others.  The  ondi- 
oanee  Tests  the  right  ia  Congress  lo  mahe  any 
ngnboicBs  they  may  find  neeesaary  for  aecneing 
ahe  title  of  the  nation  to  iis  soil  in  the  Terrtto- 
xies. 

The  Cona^tatioo  declares  that  Congress  shall 
iiava  power  to  make  aU  needful  rules  and  regur 
Jaiiotts  renpeodog  the  territory  or  other  pohiie 
pfopertf  or  the  Uaitcd  States*  Heee  vs  a  graat 
of  power  limited  only  hf  the  diaaretioa  of  Con- 
anna  ihis  is  the  coastitational  authority  for  the 
ttw  oacler  which  Mr.  Lirii^ton  was  removed 
teaitha  battnre,and  vi^iehsomje  gentlomen  hare 
deaoonced  as  unoonstitutional.  That  law  was 
deemed  a  needful  rule  and  regulation  by  those  to 
wheea  aloae  the  right  of  jiidging  was  delegated 
by  the  Constitntioa;  it  has  aot  been  repaBded, 
and  there  is  do  legitimate  authority  en  earih  that 
«aa  aiake  it  uneoastitational  by  any  act  whatso- 
Sir.  it  is  a  needful  rule  and  regulation,  be- 
lt is  iadispensable  to  the  security  of  the 
paoperty — wilh90t  it  the  public  lands 
weoU  be  at  the  mercy  of  e'very  speculator  iathe 
«oaBtry.  Eepeal  this  law— divest  yoareebres  of 
the  power  to  remove  inirudars  from  the  public 
domain,  exeept  by  a  course  of  judicial  proceed- 
ings, and  1  venture  to  assert  they  never  oan  be 
samoved.  No  aaan  does,  or  ean  beliene,  that  a 
Inry  of  inirodefs  would  <tispessess  themselves. 
But,  say  gaatlemen,  this  law,  if  Coostitotiooal, 
was  intended  to  opcarate  only  in  the  Mbsissippi 
Territovy  against  the  Yasioo  claimants.  An  ex- 
aminntion  of  the  law  will  show  the  fallacy  of 
this  argameat.  Amon^  the  offences  enumerated 
in  the  first  section,  against  which  the  law  is  in- 
tended to  provide,  wUl  be  found  that  of  making 
^a  setdenMnt  on,  or  taking  possession  of,  any 
knda  ceded  to  the  United  Sutes  by  a  foreign 
aation,  or  by  a  State,"  &a.  Now,  sir,  what  cession 
bad  been  made  to  the  United  Sutes  by  a  foreign 
antion  when  this  act  was  passed  ?  The  cessioa 
•of  Louisiana;  and  unless  the  law  is  considered  ap- 
plicable to  that  Territory,  this  provision  is  vyholly 
nagatory  and  absurd.  But  if  any  jdoubt  remains 
on  this  point  it  will  be  compbiely  removed  by 
reterio^  to  a  negative  provision  contained  in  the 
bet  section: 
«  Branded,  Thstnotfuagin  thissaotion  shall becon- 
le  apply  le  any  psrsea  clalning  lands  la  the 


Tesritory  ef  (Means  or  LouisiaBa,  wbeae  timm  shaV 
have  been  filed  with  the  proper  commissumers." 

I  ask  the  Committee  whether,  according  t^aary 
rule  of  eonstf  notion  the  particular  exception  cif 
claims  whieh  are  filed,  does  not  subject  those 
which  are  not  filed  to  tite  operation  of  the  laiy  9 
It  certainly  does,  sir.  And  this  provision  peores 
more — it  estabiisbes  the  fact  that  the  petiUoaer 
might  have  prevented  the  necessity  (or  his  re- 
moval by  military  focee — would  have  put  it  out 
of  the  power  of  the  President  to  remove  him,  if 
he  had  filed  his  claim.  But  we  are  told  that  Mr. 
LivingsUm  has  been  removed  by  raililarv  force 
from  property  in  the  possession  of  which  he  had 
Iwen  placed  by  a  judicial  decision,  and  thereibre 
his  removal  was  illegal  and  unoonatitutional. 
What  judicial  decision?  Has  any  court  under* 
taken  to  decide  on  the  right  of  the  United  Stales 
to  the  batture  1  No,  sir ;  and  although  we  hear 
much  of  a  judicial  decision,  none  of  the  advocates 
of  this  bill  have  ventured  to  assert  that  any  count 
had  decided  the  claim  of  the  United  States.  Why 
have  thev  act  daae  so  7  Because  these  has  been 
aosnoh  dectrion.  and  if  there  had»  to  pass  this  biM 
would  be  not  onW  unnecessary,  but  abaurd. 

The  truth  is,  that  the  court  of  Otleans  deter* 
arined  the  eontroveny  between  the  petitioner  aad 
the  eocpoBation  only,  and  expressly  forbore  to  4ar 
cide  on  the  claiois  of  others.  It  cannot,  aad  i 
presume  it  will  not  be  contended,  that  the  right 
of  the  United  States  has  been  wrested  from  them 
by  the  determinatioa  of  a  controversy  to  which 
they  were  not  a  party.  If  the  decision  of  a  ques- 
tion of  title  between  two  individuals  is  to  be  cour 
durive  against  the  eight  of  the  United  Slates,  the 
whole  of  the  public  lands  are  completely  at  the 
mercf  of  every  speculator  in  the  conntry.  If 
such  a  doetriqe  should  be  sanctioned  bv  this  Houaj^ 
and  I  were  a  Yazoo  claimant,  (which  Qod  forbid 
I  ever  shouUl  be  I)  alihouffh  no  lawyer,  I  eould  da- 
vise  ways  and  means  to  defiraud  the  nation  of  a)l 
its  domain  in  the  Misaisrippi  Territory.  The 
Yazoo  claimants  arill  have  nothing  more  lo  do  lo 
prevail  against  the  Qovernment,  but  to  iastkaie 
sham  or  coliarive  actions  among  eadi  other,  and 
in  whatever  way  they  miffht  be  decided^  would 
be  pediK^y  immaterial,  if  such  a  trial  is  to  bar 
the  claim  of  the  United  States.  Sif,  the  right  of 
the  United  Stales  to  the  batture,  stands  preckelir 
as  it  did  before  the  judical  decision,  of  which  so 
much  has  been  said  ;  aad  I  will  show  that  the 
removal  of  Mr.  Livingston  was  as  fully  aulhoc- 
ized  and  required  by  law,  as  if  there  had  been  no 
such  decision.  The  law  under  which  he  was  re- 
moved provides  that  persons  taking  posaeesion  of. 
or  making  aettlements  on,  the  public  lands,  **until 
authoriaad  bv  law,"  shall  be  removed,  4ke.  This 
is  the  provision,  on  which  gentlemen  have  relied, 
to  prove  that  the  petitioaer  was  ezempled  from 
the  operation  of  the  law.  aad  that  the  President, 
in  removing  him,  acted  illegally  and  oppressiTcly. 
If  rir,  they  had  examined  this  subject  with  anr 
sort  of  attentioa,  ihejr  would  have  baea  eonviaoed 
without  any  observations  of  miac^  that  this  ground, 
although  apparently  strong,  cannot  be  maintained. 
I  trill  net  trouble  the  Committee  with  fending  the 
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lliw,  bot  if  any  gentleman  will  examine  it,  he  will 
find  the  meaning  of  this  expression  fully  and 
unequiTocally  explained.  It  is,  that  all  persons 
taking  possession  of  or  making  settlements  on  lands 
shall  be  removed,  **  which  lands  had  not  been 
'  previonsly  sold,  ceded,  or  leased  by  the  United 
'  States,  or  the  claim  to  which  lands  had  not  been 
'  preyiously  recognised  and  confirmed  by  the  Uni- 
'  ted  States."  Has  the  batture  been  sold,  ceded 
or  leased  by  the  United  States,  or  has  the  claim 
of  the  petitioner  been  recognised  and  confirmed 
by  the  United  States?  No,  sir.  Then  I  repeat 
thatMr.  Livingston  was  not  '*  authorized  by  law^' 
to  take  possession  of  the  batture,  adverse  to  the 

gossession  of  the  United  States^  and  that  he  has 
een  removed  legally  and  constitutionally. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  we  have  heard  a  great 
deal  of  declamation  on  this  subject.  Gentlemen 
have  roundly  asserted,  thatif  this  example  receives 
the  sanction  of  Congress,  any  man  in  the  nation 
may  be  removed  without  a  hearing  from  his  house 
and  his  lands,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  This 
is  not,  nor  can  it  be  true.  The  law  which  author- 
ized the  removal  of  Mr.  Livingston  is  limited  in 
its  operation,  by  its  own  provisions,  to  territory 
^  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  a  foreign  nation 
or  a  State,"  and  consequently  does  not  and  cannot 
afieot  the  ris'hts  of  the  citizen  which  are  guaran- 
tied by  the  Constitution. 

Much  has  also  been  said  about  the  petition  of 
right  in  England,  to  which  every  subject  is  en- 
titled, when  he  considers  himself  aggrieved  by  the 
King  or  his  Ministers.  Why,  sir,  no  case  anal- 
ogous to  this  can  happen  in  England,  because  all 
the  lands  have  been  granted  time  immemorial. 
The  cases  to  which  gentlemen  have  alluded,  are 
altogether  of  a  different  character,  and  entirely 
opposite  in  their  nature.  In  consequence  of  cer- 
4ain  offences,  and  in  some  other  events,  the  King 
in  his  individual  capacity  becomes  entitled  to  the 
property  of  a  subject,  but  he  is  not  permitted  to 
judffe  when  the  circumstances  have  occurred, 
-without  which  he  has  no  claim  whatsoever.  And 
why  is  he  not  permitted  to  judge  ?  Because,  be- 
ing himself  perfectly  irresponsible,  beyond  the 
control  of  the  people  and  of  the  law,  be  would 
iMve  the  strongest  temptation  to  invade  the  right 
'  of  private  property  and  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 
But  what  has  that  to  do  with  the  present  case  ? 

Sir,  the  principle  on  which  is  founded  the  riffht 
of  removing  intruders  from  the  public  lands,  has 
been  recognised  by  every  civilized  nation  on  earth. 
It  is  the  principle,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the 
country  cannot  be  divested  of  the  legal  possession 
of  the  public  domain,  except  by  its  own  consent. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  course  prescribed  by 
the  amendment  I  have  proposed,  is  analogous  to 
that  which  is  taken  ia  England  on  a  petition  of 
right.  I  propose  to  constitute  the  corporation  of 
New  Orleans  a  party  in  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  ques- 
tion before  a  judicial  tribunal,  having  competent 
power  and  authority  to  decide,  whether  the  pe- 
titioner has  or  has  not  been  aggrieved.  I  place 
the  claim  of  the  petitioner  precisely  on  the  ground 
it  would  occupy,  and  before  the  same  court  which 


would  decide,  if  the  United  States  were  not  a  party; 
if  the  dispute  were  between  him  and  another  in- 
habitant of  the  Orleans  Territory. 

The  amendment  takes  the  ordinary  course  of 
judicial  proceedings;  the  bill  is  extraordinary, 
and  highly  objectionable  in  many  i>oints  of  view. 
What  does  it  propose  to  do  ?  To  constitute  the 
Attorney  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of 
Orleans  the  Representative  of  the  United  States^ 
against  whom  Mr.  Livingston  may  institute  an 
action  for  the  Imtture,  in  the  district  court  of  Or- 
leans ;  and  when  the  issue  shall  be  joined  or  the 
pleadings  made  up  in  that  court,  the  subject  is  to 
be  transferred  to  some  circuit  court  to  be  desig- 
nated by  the  district  judge,  when  a  trial  shtll  be 
had ;  and  from  thence  an  appeal  is  permitted  to 
the  Supreme  Court.  Sir,  this  in  its  commence- 
ment is  the  most  extraordinary  course  of  proceed- 
ing that  ever  was  heard  of,  in  its  progress  the 
most  novel,  and  in  its  conclusion  the  most  dan- 
gerous. I  lay  it  down  as  a  correct  principle^  that 
no  privilege  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  petitioner, 
which  may  not  with  safety  be  extended  to  other 
land  claimants.  What  would  be  the  consequence 
of  allowing  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  to 
persons  generally,  claiming  lands  in  the  Territo- 
ries ?  Why,  sir,  it  would  be  to  give  a  complete 
ascendency  to  the  rich  speculator  over  the  honest 

glanter,  unable  to  prosecute  his  right  before  the 
•upreme  Court ;  and  you  had  as  well  confiscate 
the  property  of  every  poor  man  in  the  countrf . 

Tne  bill  so  provides,  that  if  the  attorney  for  the 
United  States  shall  fail  to  appear  and  answer  to 
the  suit,  the  district  court  of  Orleans  mav  render 
judgment  by  default  against  the  United  States. 
Thus,  the  right  of  this  nation  to  a  property  worth 
from  half  a  million  to  one  million  of  dollars,  is  to 
depend  on  the  appearance  of  a  district  attonej. 
Sir,  many  and  weighty  considerations,  which  it 
is  unnecessary  to  enumerate,  forbid  th.e  passage 
of  a  bill  containing  so  monstrous  a  provision  as 
this.  It  is  impossible  that  the  National  Legisla- 
ture, the  guardian  of  the  rights  of  the  people,  can 
wantonly  sacrifice  them  in  this  way. 

But,  it  is  objected  to  the  amendment,  that  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial  cannot  be  had  in  Orleans,  be- 
fore that  tribunal  which  hears  and  determines  all 
other  controversies  in  the  Territory.  Then,  sir, 
the  ordinary  course  of  judicial  proceeding  is  to  be 
changed  for  a  particular  case,  because  some  gen- 
tlemen distrust  the  ordinary  judicial  tribunal- 
Why,  sir,  I  could  say  that  I  have  no  confidence 
in  the  Supreme  Court,  and  therefore  they  ought 
not  to  decide  this  case ;  but  such  reasoning  would 
not  be  entitled  to  the  consideration  of  this  Assem- 
bly. If  a  court  cannot  be  trusted,  it  should  be  put 
down  ;  but  it  never  can  be  proper  for  the  Legis- 
lative department  to  remove  a  case  from  the  ordi- 
nary judicial  tribunal,  because  certain  genilemcB 
express  a  want  of  confidence  in  its  disposition  to 
render  justice.  Whenever  such  a  state  of  thinp 
shall  arrive,  that  one  department  is  directed  in  its 
proceedings  by  distrust  towards  the  other  depart- 
ments, there  is  an  end  of  the  Government.  I  thcw* 
fore  conceive  it  would  be  a  most  dangerous  pre- 
cedent  to  take  the  decision  of  this  case  from  tue 
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Territorial  court  for  the  reasons  assigned,  and  a 
mosc  unjust  and  impolitic  denunciation  of  the 
people  of  Orleans.  The  petitioner  cannot  rea- 
tonablf  asir  to  be  placed  in  a  better  situation  than 
if  the  controversy  were  between  him  and  a  citi- 
zen of  Orleans;  and  I  repeat  that  he  is  placed  in 
that  situation  by  the  amendment  before  you.  A 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  however,  was  opposed 
to  the  amendment,  because  it  proposed  to  give  tht 
claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  batture  to  the 
Corporatioa  of  New  Orleans,  who  might  contend 
mt  law  with  the  petitioner.  He  considered  it  an 
met  of  maintenance.  I  am  sure,  sir,  the  gentle- 
man's reflection  upon  the  subject  has  convinced 
bim  of  his  error.  There  is  not  a  single  feature 
of  maintenance  in  the  proposition,  nor  is  the  ri^ht 
of  the  United  States  to  the  property  in  question 
ceded  to  the  Corporation.  What  is  proposed  by 
the  amendment  ?  A  parcel  of  land  is  claimed  by 
the  United  States  and  Mr.  Livingston.  The  Uni- 
ted States  are  in  possession,  and  he  has  no  redress, 
except  by  petition  to  Congress.  He  has  laid  his 
claim  before  this  House,  and  prays  that  it  may  be 
examioed'and  decided  by  some  existing  judicial 
tribunal,  or  such  tribunal  as  we  may  think  proper 
to  erect.  Well,  sir,  the  United  States  not  being 
soable,  I  propose  to  constitute  the  Corporation  of 
New  Orleans  a  party  in  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  sole  purpose  of  ascertaining  to  whom  the 
property  belongs.  In  the  meantime,  a  usufructu- 
ary right  is  allowed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Orleans, 
such  as  they  have  been  accustomed  to  enjoy  under 
the  late  Spanish  Gbvemment. 

I  have  thus  far,  Mr.  Chairman,  considered  the 
battare  as  land  capable  of  individual  ownership, 
and  in  that  point  of  view,  endeavored  to  satisfy 
the  Committee  that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pass ; 
and  that,  if  it  be  proper  to  take  any  measure,  the 
amendment  should  be  received  and  adopted. 

But,  sir,  there  is  another  aspect  of  this  subject, 
which  presents  objections  insuperable  both  to  the 
bill  and  to  the  amendment.  If  the  controversy 
about  the  batture  be  nothing  more  than  a  ques- 
tion of  title  between  the  United  States  and  the 
petitioner  to  a  parcel  of  land,  capable  of  individ- 
ual ownership,  it  is  clear  to  my  mind  that  Con- 
gress may  transfer  the  poller  of  deciding  it  to  any 
tribunal  they  please.  If.  however,  the  batture  be 
a  public  highway,  it  belongs  to  the  nation,  in  its 
•overetgn  capacity :  it  is  a  property  of  sovereignty, 
which  Congress  have  no  right  to  submit  to  the 
decision  of  any  tribunal,  nor  the  power  to  alien- 
ate  in  any  way  whatsoever.  And,  sir,  it  is  the 
boandeo  and  indispensable  duty  of  this  House, 
first,  to  decide  the  question  whether  it  be  property 
capable  of  alienation  or  not ;  for,  the  Representa- 
tives of  the  nation  being  the  exclusive  guardians 
of  the  inalienable  rights  of  sovereignty,  cannot 
transfer  a  right  to  decide  upon  them  to  any  tribu* 
nal,  other  than  the  people  whom  they  represent. 
I  therefore  wish  it  to  be  distinctly  understood,  that 
the  amendment  I  have  proposed  does  not  give  the 
tobjeet  that  direction  which  in  my  opinion  it 
ought  to  take.  But  perceiving,  as  I  thought,  a 
determination  on  the  part  of  a  majority  of  the 
Hoose  to  grant  the  petitioner  a  judicial  trial,  I 


have  proposed  that  course  which  appeared  to  my 
apprehension  the  least  objectionable.  Sir,  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  batture  cannot  belong  to  any 
individual,  and  therefore  that  the  removal  of  the 
petitioner  was  not  only  authorized  by  the  act  of 
1807,  but  required  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and 
the  treaty  of  cession  between  the  United  States 
and  France.  And,  notwithstanding  it  has  been 
said  that  Mr.  Jefferson  did  not  wish  the  claim  of 
Mr.  Livingston  to  be  examined,  it  is  not  less  true 
that  he  considered  this  land  a  shoal  or  elevation  of 
the  bottom  of  the  river,  still  occasionally  covered 
by  its  inundations.  The  Message  to  this  House  irt 
which  the  removal  of  the  petitioner  was  announced 
furnishes  sufficient  evidence  that  he  considered  it 
a  part  of  the  public  highway.  Now,  by  the  ordi- 
nance— the  compact  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Territories — it  is  expressly  provided  that 
the  navigable  waters,  and  carrying  places  between 
the  same,  shall  be  common  highways,  and  forever 
free,  without  any  tax,  impost,  or  duly.  Declare 
Mr.  Livingston  owner  of  the  batture,  or  permit  a 
court  to  do  so,  and  the  compact  is  violated.  He 
may  tax  every  boat  that  arrives  at  New  Orleans, 
to  whatever  amount  he  pleases. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  had  intended  to  have  submitted 
some  other  remarks  upon  the  subject,  but  he  felt 
himself  unable  to  proceed  any  further. 

Mr.  Shefpey  replied  to  Mr.  Bibb.  He  depre- 
cated the  continued  alarm  of  Yazooism  which 
was  raised  on  every  subject  coming  before  the 
House,  and  was  in  the  present  case  an  ignisfatu- 
tts  to  lead  them  to  injustice.  The  first  section 
of  the  amendment  proposed  made  the  Corpora- 
tion of  New  Orleans  a  party  in  a  trial  to  take 
place  in  that  city.  The  next  section  declared 
that  the  property  should  become  a  highway. 
This  would  certainly  promote  injustice,  because, 
every  citizen  being  interested  in  its  becoming  a 
public  highway,  it  would  be  impossible  that  a 
jury  composed  of  persons  so  interested  could  give 
an  unbiassed  verdict.  Shelter  yourself  not  under 
such  subterfuges,  said  Mr.  S.  If  you  are  not  dis- 
posed to  do  justice,  say  so' openly;  do  not  sane* 
tion  such  a  mockery  or  justice  as  this  would  be. 
Mr.  S.  replied  to  various  other  observations  of 
Mr.  Bibb. 

Mr.  PoYORAS. — I  rise,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  enter 
my  solemn  protest  against  any  resolution,  bill,  or 
other  measure,  which  can  have  the  least  tendency 
to  violate  the  sacred  right  of  the  public  to  the 
property  of  the  port  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  or  that 
may  in  any  way  affect  or  disturb  their  use  of  it. 
Not  only  in  my  own  name,  not  only  in  the  name 
of  those  whom  I  immediately  represent,  do  I  en- 
ter this  protest ;  but  in  the  name  of  the  sovereign 
people  of  America,  to  whom  it  now  belongs,  and 
to  whom  it  ever  must  belong,  until  wrested  from 
them  by  the  force  of  arms.  Theirs  is  a  legitimate 
and  sovereign  right,  and  by  no  other  means  short 
of  force  can  it  be  severed  from  them. 

Sir,  New  Orleans  is  the  great  mart  of  a  very 
extensive  and  important  portion  of  America.    Its 

I'  interests  and  those  of  the  upper  country  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mississippi  are  closely  connected,  and 
must  stand  or  fall  together.    We  are,  as  it  were, 
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the  doorkeepers  of  their  wealth,  and  we  know 
the  importance  of  our  trust,  and  the  necessity  of 
preserving  it  inviolate.  This  is  a  truth  with 
which  our  miods  have  ever  been  deeply  im- 
pressed, and  as  we  have  heretofore  acted,  so  we 
shall  continue  to  act  in  conformity  to  it  We 
are  now  confederated  Americans.  We  have 
sworn  to  defend  the  sovereignty  of  America, 
wherever  it  extends,  but  principally  that  part  of 
it  which  is  intrusted  to  our  special  cafe — that  is. 
New  Orleans.  We  are  at  all  times  ready  to  dis- 
charge that  sacred  duty.  We  will  fight  for,  and 
Erotect  it  against  every  external  or  internal  foe. 
ictthis  Government  sanction  our  resistance,  and 
let  those  invade  it  who  dare. 

The  honorable  delegate  from  the  Mississippi 
Territory  has  told  us,  in  a  very  soft  and  per- 
suasive tone,  that  he  had  a  resolution  to  ofier  to 
the  consideration  of  this  honorable  House,  very 
conciliatory,  indeed,  and  which  he  hoped  would 
prove  satisfactory  to  all  parties^  being  calculated 
to  insure  an  impartial  and  fair  investigation  of 
the  titles  of  the  invaders  of  the  port  of  the  suburb 
St.  Mary.  How  has  he  fulfilled  this  promise,  so 
engagingly  announced  in  his  soft  sounding  pre- 
amble? By  a  resolution,  sir.  objectionable  in 
everv  point  of  view ;  the  artful  production  of  the 
combined  exertions  of  practitioners  profoundly 
skilled  in  all  the  tricks  and  windings  of  deceitful 
chicane.  It  is  a  master-piece  of  duplicitv.  Its 
style  is  natural  and  flowing,  like  the  limpid 
water  of  a  gentle  stream.  Its  languaj^e  fasci- 
nating as  a  magic  charm.  ^^  Impartial  trial} 
investigation  of  title,''  dbc.  Who  can  oppose 
himself  to  propositions  seemingly  so  just  1  I,  sir, 
do,  and  will  be  joined  by  every  one  who  knows 
that  the  language  of  a  pleader  is  always  calcu- 
lated to  concealhis  real  intent.  It  is  the  artifi- 
cial blaze  which  dazzles  the  eye  of  the  under- 
atandinff.  It  is  the  melodious  but  bewitehine 
voice  of  the  syrens.  It  is  the  smooth  but  perfi- 
dious current  which  dashes  the  unwary  voyager 
against  the  rocks  of  Scylla,  or  plunges  him  into  the 
whirlpool  of  Charybdis.  It  is  the  golden  sheath 
which  conceals  the  dagger  ready  to  stab  you. 

Before  I  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  demerits  of 
this  odious  resolution,  I  must  express  my  aston- 
ishment at  its  having  been  introduced  by  the 
gentleman  from  the  Mississippi  Territory,  be- 
cause I  had  mvself  taken  the  trouble  of  furnish- 
ing that  geiitleman  with  all  the  documents  in 
the  case,  which,  in  my  opinion,  are  more  than 
sufficient  to  convince  every  one  conversant  with 
matters  of  litigation  of  this  evident  truth :  that 
the  port  of  a  town  never  has  been,  nor  ever  can 
be  the  property  of  an  individual,  either  by  the 
law  of  nations,  or  the  French  or  Spanish  laws, 
and  this  is  the  only  point  in  controversy.  I,  for 
one, -and  all  the  professional  men,  and  the  other 
learned  men,  and  everybody,  from  the  first  to  the 
last,  in  my  country,  and  every  impartial  man  in 
this  country  with  whom  I  have  any  acquaint- 
ance, are  perfectly  satisfied  on  that  head.  If  the 
gentleman  understands  this  case  as  we  do,  I  can- 
not conceive  the  motives  which  could  have  in- 
duced him  to  offer  the  resolution  which  he  did. 


If  he  understands  it  difierently  from  us,  why,  |b^, 
I  can  only  say  that  his  notiuos  of  riffht  and  wroiur 
are  totally  different  from  ours,  and  he  never  sbaO 
sit  either  as  judge  or  juryman  in  my  cause,  if  I 
can  avoid  it.  I  would  not  be  understood  to  ques- 
tion the  purity  of  the  gentleman's  moUves,  ia 
supporting,  with  all  his  ingenuity,  the  invaders 
of  the  port  of  our  town,  and,  consequently,  the 
invaders  of  the  right  of  the  sovereign  people  to 
the  use  of  that  port.  I  only  regret  that  he  baa 
left  me  do  choice.  My  .sacred  duty  as  a  dele^ta, 
as  an  American,  constrains  me  to  repel  his  delib- 
erate attack  in  the  best  nuinner  my  abilities  ena- 
ble me.  Sir.  I  am  not  a  pleader,  and  cannot  pre- 
tend to  support  an  unjust  cause.  Such  an  under- 
takinr;  requires  great  talents,  assisted  by  learoiiig 
and  eloquence,  to  which  I  boast  no  pretensions. 
The  causes  which  I  am  able  to  defend  must  be 
like  the  present  one,  clear  and  self-evident.  Thef 
must  be  such  as  stand  securely  on  their  own  mer- 
its, requiring  no  other  aid  than  a  simple  unadorn- 
ed exposition  of  the  facts.  Were  I  able  to  per- 
form this,  in  the  present  case,  nothing  more  would 
be  wanting. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  discussion  of  the 
odious  resolution,  whi^h  contains  the  principles 
of  the  bill  now  on  your  table.  This  principle  is 
not  only  insulting  to  my  country,  but  subvecsive 
of  its  undoubted  right^  which  it  enjoys  in  com- 
mon with  all  other  societies,  of  havin|(  eve^y  suit 
originating  within  its  jurisdiction  decided  accord- 
ing to  the  local  laws,  and  in  the  ordinary  way  of 
judicial  proceedings.  If  this  be  th^  opinino  of 
the  gentleman,  with  whai  propriety  can  he  pro- 
pose to  this  honorable  House  to  invest  a  court  of 
nis  Territory  with  the  tremendous  power  of  de- 
ciding, in  the  first  and  last  resort,  without  ap- 
peal, on  the  merits  of  English  grants,  interaua- 
gled  with  Spanish  grants?  I  may  have  no  right 
to  offer  my  opinion  on  that  subject ;  but,  so  long 
as  I  live  and  perceive  my  judgment  unimpaired, 
I  shall  give  my  opposition  to  the  investing  of  any 
coui't  with  the  power  of  deciding  causes  both  ia 
the  first  and  last  resort  especially  where  the  judges 
are  not  subject  to  punishment  for  error.  It  is  a 
tyrannical  and  unconstitutional  power,  at  war 
with  the  whole  genius  of  our  Government— a 
power  which  the  most  despotic  Monarch  would 
not  dare  to  arrogate  to  himself.  Monarchs  con- 
stitute themselves  a  court  of  equity  and  ultioiaie 
resort,  for  the  purpose  of  revising  the  proceedings 
of  those  of  inferior  jurisdiction.  Their  imnense 
power,  which  places  them  bevond  the  reach  of 
bribery  and  other  means  of  seduction,  forms  the 
strong  hope  of  the  injured,  if  he  can  be  fortunate 
enough  to  reach  the  foot  of  the  throne.  Could 
any  Monarch  be  base  enough,  in  private  cases,  to 
act  unjustly  in  the  administration  of  justice  be- 
tween man  and  man  ?  No,  sir ;  his  highest  in- 
terest is  to  appear  just  in  the  eyes  of  his  subjects. 
Does  this  lessen  his  power  ?  No,  sir ;  it  is  the 
oiost  solid  basis  on  wnich  power  can  rest.  Jus- 
tice is  the  balsam  which  can  heal  the  wounds 
even  of  despotism  itself ;  it  is  the  golden  chain 
which  binds  mankind.  Injustice,  on  the  contca- 
ry,  is  always  offensive,  and  uniformly  produces 
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KfoU.  Sir,  to  inyest  a  court  with  pow«r  to  de- 
cide cases,  or  eren  a  particular  case,  both  in  the 
first  and  last  resortj  without  appeal,  is  in  contra- 
diction to  the  plainest  rules  of  justic»-^g&inst 
t^e  known  principles  jof  equity,  reason,  and  com- 
mon 8ens«.  Such  immense  and  tempting  pow« 
ei8  ooght  not  to  be  intrusted  to  men,  subject 
lo  all  the  frailties  of  humanity.  It  would  be 
necessary,  to  inspire  confidence  in  any  man  of 
common  sense,  that  angeb  should  be  the  judges 
of  such  courts.  What  could  you  expect  from  a 
tribunal  so  radically  vicious  in  its  constitution  ? 
Nothing,  sorely,  but  the  abuse  of  justice,  which 
you  ha?e  authorized  them  to  trample  under  foot 
with  impunity.  The  present  case  presents  a 
lamentable  instance  of  it ;  nor  is  it  the  only  in- 
stance which  affords  ground  of  censure.  Bigit 
whftt  would  it  avail  me  to  complain,  when  the 
port  of  my  town,  which  has  been  the  property  of 
the  public  from  time  immemorial-r-when  the 
soyereiffBty  of  the  people  on  the  "  sea  shore,  the 
ports  of  towns,  rivers,  and  their  banks,"  is  not 
only  audaciously  contended  for  in  the  midst  of 
the  august  assembly  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
sovereign  people,  but  by  a  fataiitjr  which  at  once 
nfilicis  and  astonishes,  the  atrocious  attempt  is, 
in  that  assemUv,  couAtenaneed  and  supported  ? 
This  "  is  the  uokindest  cot  of  all !"  The  conse- 
quences may  be  so  dreadful  that  I  fear  even  to 
glance  at  them.  So  long  as  yon  suffer  this  cause 
to  exist,  80  long  muist  the  most  baleful  conse- 
qnences  flow  from  it. 

Though  the  intentionfi  of  the  author  of  thb 
measore  may  be  perfectly  good,  it  appears  a  litUe 
strange  to  me  that  he  should  propose,  and  that 
sefiously,  too,  the  new,  unheard  of.  round-about 
earrvinff  trade  of  pleadings,  liable,  as  it  would  be. 
to  all  the  uicks,  frauds,  and  impositions,  of  ail 
the  eonunoo  smugglers  of  justice.  The  gentle- 
man says  his  object  is,  that  an  impartial  trial  may 
be  obtained*  Mr.  Chairman,  this  mb  mere  plead- 
ing. The  object  proposed  can  never  be  obtained 
in  that  way;  because  New  Orleans  is  the  only 
nUee  in  the  Union  where  the  proeeeding  can  be 
lenily  and  properly  instituted.  They  are  the 
only  pe<^le  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  civil 
law,  and  with  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the 
ease,  to  be  able  to  give  a  just  and  legal  verdict. 
In  any  other  part  of  the  Union  it  is  impossible 
that  this  cause  can  be  tried  with  any  kind  of  pro- 
priety, for,  be  the  jurors  ever  so  upright,  and  be 
they  ever  so  well  acquainted  with  the  laws,  cus- 
tomsp  and  manners,  of  their  own  State,  yet  they 
must  necessarily  be  so  ignorant  of  our  laws,  cus- 
toms, and  manners,  and  of  the  facu  and  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  that  they  would  be  liable  to 
the  greatest  in^Lpositions  of  our  art£ul  adversaries, 
so  iughlv  interested  in  misleading  them ;  an|l  they 
would,  I  am  confident,  ^ive  the  nobost  unjust  ver- 
dict, in  the  full  persuasion  that  they  were  acting- 
most  conscientiously.  The  gentleman  says,  that 
the  people  of  Orleans  have  declared  their  opinion, 
and  their  verdict  would  be  against  the  petitioner. 
That  is  true,  and  will  continue  to  be  Uue,  so  lonff 
as  they  retam  the  right  use  of  their  uaderstanu- 
iag— «o  long  as  they  shall  remember  the  sacred 


duty  which  they  owe  to  themselves  and  to  the 
sovereign  people  of  America.  No  verdict  would 
be  justifiable  that  was  not  against  the  usurpersof 
the  port  of  New  Orleans.  Any  other  verdict  must 
be  the  result  either  of  imposition  or  perversity. 

Sir,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  asking  the  gen- 
tleman for  what  would  he  bring  his  suit?  Not 
for  the  mist  of  the  Mississippi.  That  is  too  light 
and  unsubstantial  to  afibrd  solid  ground  for  ac- 
tion ;  and,  surely,  the  gentleman  does  not  mean 
to  try  whether  the  port  of  a  French  or  Spanish 
town  can  become  the  property  of  an  individual; 
nor  can  he  question  the  sovereignty  of  the  Ame- 
rican peaple  over  that  port,  after  the  cession  of 
Louisiana  to  the  United  States.  This  important 
truth  has  been  so  clearly  ascertained,  so  fully  de- 
monstrated, by  all  the  defenders  of  our  cause,  that 
even  the  gentleman  himself,  with  all  his  talents, 
will  be  unable  to  confute  them. 

But,  if  the  gentleman  is  so  very  anxious  to 
have  la  w  suits,  this  dark  transaction  affords  ground 
for  two  very  proper  ones.  The  first  is,  respect- 
ing the  new  crimCj  unknown  to  us,  called  «Aa«i- 
p^y,  eawpi  partUio*  Where  the  land,  or  other 
thing  sued  for,  is  to  be  divided  between  the  olaim- 
aat  and  the  cbampe&tor,  or  person  who  under- 
takes, at  his  own  risk  and  expense,  to  prosecnie 
the  suit.  But,  in  the  present  case,  this  crime  of 
ckamptrtp  is  of  a  deeper  dye  than  usual ;  for  it  is 
not  land  that  tJuy  want  to  divide,  but  the  bed  of 
a  river  and  the  port  of  a  town :  things  public  and 
sacred  in  their  very  nature,  which  never  can,  by 
our  laws,  become  the  property  of  an  individual. 
The  second  good  ground  of  inquiry  would  be,  sa- 
speotin^  the  creation  of  titles  in  favor  of  a  cham' 
p(SfUfr,  in  order  that  a  sacred  property  migit  be 
wrested  from  the  public,  and  vested  in  him.  The 
question  would  be,  could  any  judge  on  earth  have 
powers  competent  to  commit  such  an  outraged 
Could  such  title  be  considered  as  valid,  or  ought 
not  rather  the  |udge  to  iall  under  the  animadver- 
sion of  law  for  misfeasance  in  office  ?  If  suits  of 
this  kind  please  the  taste  of  the  gentleman,  I  have 
no  ol^ection  to  his  embarking  in  them. 

But  the  gentleman  proposes  "  a  fair  investiga- 
tion of  titles."  Nothing  than  this  can  be  more 
just  and  equitable,  and  the  geoUeman  e^y  com- 
mits a  small  mistake  in  puuing  the  cart  before 
the  horse.  He  shotild  prove  that  such  species  of 
title  may  possiUy  exist,  before  he  proposes  its  ' 
investi^tion.  Should  I  require  some  geogranheff 
to  furnish  me  with  an  accurate  ffeographical  de- 
scription of  the  moon,  he  would  tell  me,  ^  yoa 
first  bring  the  moon  within  my  reach."  So  an- 
swer I  the  gentleman ;  if  he  pretends  that  tha 
property,  in  the  port  of  the  subiub  St.  Mary  is 
vested  in  an  individual,  he  must  first  show  that 
the  property  of  any  Fsench  or  Spanish  town  has 
or  can  be  so  vested ;  but  the  reverse  of  this  posi- 
tion has  been  so  clearly  elucidated  and  fvlly  de- 
monstrated, that  the  gentleman,  however  great 
his  learning  and  ingenuity  may  be,  will  hafdly  ' 
undertake  to  establub  the  contrary.  Sir.  this, 
again,  is  noere  pleading.  It  is  not  the  investiga- 
tion, but  the  creation  of  titles  that  is  intended  by 
this  measure. 
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A  spurious  moDster,  the  mongrel  offspring  of 
injustice  and  chicane,  has  been  introduced  into 
my  country  by  our  usurpers,  who  endeavor  to 
pawn  it  on  us  as  the  lovelv  child  of  truth  and 
justice ;  but  we  have,  with  norror,  rejected  this 
hideous  imp,  this  illegitimate  monster.  Its  fos- 
ter parents  are  now  attempting  to  have  him  re- 
generated and  legitimated,  and  for  this  purpose 
they  pursue  means  which  are  new,  circuitous, 
and  dark ;  but  I  ardently  hope  iheir  schemes  may 
once  more  prove  abortive. 

Should  the  gentleman  succeed  in  proving  it 
possible  for  an  individual  to  hold  the  right  of 
propertjT  in  the  port  of  a  French  or  Spanish  town, 
there  still  remains  an  insuperable  difficulty  in  his 
way,  that  will  be  the  claim  of  the  riparious  own- 
era  If  the  port  of  that  suburb  does  not  belong  to 
the  public,  it  must  belong  to  us.  Our  titles  are 
ready  for  investigation,  they  are  in  your  hands, 
they  are  legally  proved  and  incontrovertible.  Can 
Congress  refrain  from  paying  a  just  attention  to 
the  claims  of  the  generous  riparious  owners, 
whose  only  aim  is  to  secure  to  the  public  the  use 
of  that  sacred  and  invaluable  property,  not  only 
in  its  natural  stkte,  but,  after  having  expended  a 
very  larffe  sum,  it  may  be  a  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  before  it  can  be  completed  and 
properly  fitted  for  the  general  use. 

The  gentleman  propos'es  the  Attorney  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  of  Orleans  as  a  prop- 
er representative  of  the  Gtovernroent  in  this  case. 
It  ought  be  recollected  that,  in  this  very  case,  the 
late  attorney  for  that  district  refused  to  assert  the 
rights  of  the  United  States;  and  what  assurapce 
can  Congress  have,  that  the  present  one  will  not 
act  in  the  same  manner?  He  is  certainly  at  lib- 
erty to  do  so.  Besides,  it  is  a  very  extraordinary, 
if  not  an  unwarrantable  attempt,  to  make  the 
sovereign  suable  in  a  matter  of  sovereignty.  In 
matters  of  private  property,  it  is  a  different  case ; 
but  now  that  the  right  of  sovereignty  in  the  sea- 
shorcj  the  ports  of  towns,  rivers,  and  their  banks, 
is  an  inalienable  right  vested  in  the  United  States', 
the  proposition  to  create  a  court  to  try  whether 
or  not  that  right  be  so  vested  in  the  United  States, 
(who  can,  when  they  choose,  possess  themselves 
of  it,)  appears  to  me  to  be  nonsensical.  In  my 
opinion,  Congress  itself  has  no  power  to  try  that 
right,  and  consequently  cannot  transfer  such 
power  to  a  court ;  therefore,  the  decision  of  such 
court  could  not  be  binding  upon  either  the  United 
States  or  upon  us,  who  have  taken  an  oath  to 
support  the  sovereignty  at  the  hazard  of  our  lives, 
as  well  as  to  protect  our  private  property,  which 
is  implicated  in  it. 

If  the  gentleman  thinks  it  his  duty  to  engage 
in  the  defence  of  such  a  nefarious  attempt,  I  feel 
myself  equally  bound  as  a  delegate  and  an  Ame- 
rican to  oppose  it.  He  has  not  refiected  on  the 
consequences  that  must  flow  from  the  adoption 
of  such  a  resolution  by  Congress.  Should  it  pass, 
it  would  create  an  illegal  court,  vested  with  a 
tvrannical  power  to  sanction,  if  they  please,  the 
plundering;  of  a  private  and  public  property,  and 

whose  decision  should  be  binding  upon  us,  not- 
withstanding the  unanimous  protestations  of  the 


inhabitants  of  my  country  against  such  an  act  of 
tyranny.  Can  any  gentleman  in  this  House  lay 
his  hand  upon  his  beart,  and  say  that  he  has  a 
ri^ht  to  be  unjust,  and  plunder  us  at  will  %  If  be 
rejects  such  an  idea  with  horror,  how  can  he 
consent  to  invest  any  court,  or  all  the  courts  of 
the  United  States  with  the  power  of  so  maltreat- 
ing us,  which  they  have  the  power  to  do  with 
impunity  if  they  choose,  and  with  the  example 
of  a  court  before  their  eyes  who  have  already 
done  it?    It  is  impossible  he  can  so  consent. 

Here  I  am  confounded.  The  uproar  excited 
in  my  breast  is  so  violent  that  it  robs  roe  of  the 
power  of  utterance !  Must  I  sa^  what  I  think? 
rerhaps  that  would  be  saying  too  much.  Must 
I  express  my  feeiings?  I  have  not  language  ade- 
quate to  convey  them.  Cruel  position  !  tortur- 
ing disappointment !  What  is  here  my  duty  ? 
To  support  and  maintain  the  sacred  right  of  prop- 
erty, and  the  yet  more  sacred  rights  of  the  sov- 
ereign people.  What  is  the  object  of  my  pursuit  ? 
Justice.  Are  the  pretensions  of  the  claimaots 
just  and  right?  They  are  the  evidence  itself. 
Who  are  those  claimants  ?  My  whole  country, 
and  every  American  who  has  the  love  of  his 
country  at  heart.  Justice  is,  then,  my  due,  and 
no  one  has  the  right  to  deny  it,  without  declarioe 
himself  the  enemy  of  his  country.  Where  shall 
I  look  for  it?  Surely,  to  those  who  have  the 
power,  and  whose  most  sacred  duty  it  is  to  ren- 
der justice.  1  must  then  repair  to  Congress. 
Such  were  my  impressions,  and  such  are  the 
weight  of  feeling  and  obligation  that  press  upon 
me,  that  I  sink  beneath  it.  I  have,  however,  dis- 
charged my  duty  in  the  best  manner  of  which  I 
am  capable;  and  this,  to  myself,  must  ever  prove 
a  rich  source  of  consolation.  But,  if  I  cannot 
succeed  in  my  endeavors  to  avert  the  impending 
ruin,  which  hangs  over  the  inhabitants  of  my 
country  like  the  sword,  suspended  by  a  single  hair, 
above  the  tyrant's  table ;  far  from  bein^  able  to 
derive  the  least  comfort  from  all  that  has  been 
done  in  support  of  their  just  cause,  my  constitu- 
ents will  consider  themselves  as  victims  devoted 
to  persecution,  plunder,  and  tyranny.  What  will 
they  say  ?  What  will  they  think  ?  What  will 
they  feel  ?  What  will  they  do  ?  Listen  to  the 
voice  of  your  own  consciences ;  consult  the  feel- 
ings of  your  own  hearts,  and  the  answer  will 
promptly  suggest  itself.  They  will  say,  they  will 
think,  they  will  feel,  they  will  act,  just  as  you 
would  do,  if  placed  in  their  situation.  They  mast 
say,  "  we  are  not  treated  as  Americans,  bat  as 
slaves ;  but  what  is  worse^  as  tormented  and  plun- 
dered slaves.  A  despotic  court  has  been  im- 
posed upon  by  us,  with  an  unwarrantable  power 
to  seize,  ad  libiium^  if  they  choose,  upon  our  pri- 
vate property  and  sacred  riffhts.and  even  on  tbose 
of  the  sovereign  itself,  with  impunity,  without 
any  responsibility,  without  any  control.  Tne 
Executive  has  no  power  to  put  a  stop  to  this  jo- 
dicial  piracy.  Congress,  who  have  left  to  us  but 
a  very  small  portion  of  those  rights,  privileges, 
and  immunities,  to  which  we  were  entitled  by 
the  treaty  of  cessions-Congress,  considered  by  us 
as  the  impregnable  rampart  of  the  eoaal)  portiofl 
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of  civil  liberty  left  to  us,  have,  by  t|i6  enactioff 
of  that  law,  rendered  that  remainder  of  civil 
liberty  a  mere  mockery,  perfectly  illasory  and 
Bseless  to  as.  Congress,  by  patronizing  tbe  usurp- 
ers of  our  country,  bare  justified  the  nefarious 
attempt  to  seize  upon  tbe  city  port,  and  by  sanc- 
tioning tbe  means-  to  effect  this  public  robbery^ 
they  hare  not  only  jeopardized  the  property  of 
our  port,  but  the  property  of  the  whole  country, 
which  may  at  any  time  be  invaded  by^  the  same 
means,  to  which  this  law  gives  full  life  and  vi- 
gor.'* I  repeat  it,  that  the  property  of  the  whole 
coantry  may  be  invaded  by  the  same  means,  and 
with  a  great  deal  more  facility  than  in  the  present 
instance ;  because  this  attempt  to  plunder,  from  us 
oar  port  presents  so  clear  a  case,  and  has  been 
to  ably  deiended,  that,  if  we  fail  to  obtain  justice, 
there  will  remain  no  nope  of  obtaining  it  in  any 
other  case  which  may  arise.  It  ought  to  be  remem- 
bered that  the  measures  now  recommended  jpro- 
eeedfrom  tbe  advocates  of  our  plunderers,and  tney 
are,  no  doubt,  believed  to  be  such  as  are  best  cal- 
culated to  secure  their  prev. 

8nr,oar  usurpers  may  find  more  difficulty  in  suc- 
ceeding in  this  audacious  attempt  than  tfatey  seem 
at  present  to  be  aware  of,  notwithstanding  their 
superior  knowledge  in  superior  warfare,  which 
kas  sQggested  to  tnem  the  very  ingenious  inven- 
tion of  new  formalities,  which  they  now  cr^  up  as 
indispensable  to  the  correct  administration  of 
justice.  Persuaded,  as  I  am,  of  the  righteousness 
of  my  cause,  I  cannot  consider  those  formalities 
as  anything  more  than  new  snares,  in  which  jus- 
tice may  be  entrapped — a  mere  trick,  bv  which 
they  mean  to  impose  on  tbe  deluded  defendants, 
the  empty  form  tor  tbe  real  substance  of  justice. 
But,  With  all  their  endeavors,  they  cannot  wrest 
from  us  the  port  of  our  own  town  by  virtue  of  a 
new  retroactive  law,  when  It  has  been  so  long  se- 
cured to  us  under  the  sanction  of  so  many  old 
and  salutary  laws^  which  are  well  understood 
among  us,  and  which  will  doubtless  be  strongly 
and  efficiently  urged  in  supporting  the  justice  of 
our  cause.  This  undertaking,  therefore,  appears 
to  me  a  desperate  one,  but,  unhappily,  it  is  too 
well  calculated  to  make  the  defendants  despair 
likewise. 

Mr.  Chairman,  I  never  in  my  life  before  heard 
any  one  plead,  at  least,  I  never  before  heard  it  in 
this  honorable  House;  and  now,  unfortunately, 
it  is  against  tbe  justice  of  my  cause.  I  feel  more 
'sorrow  for  it  than  I  can  express.  Perhaps  I  do 
not  well  understand  what  pleading  is,  but  it  strikes 
me  that  a  pleader  is  pretty  much  like  a  soldier, 
who  fights  for  victory,  leaving  the  justice  of  his 
cause  wholly  out  of  the  question.  If  I  am  cor- 
rect in  my  opinion,  pleading  and  legislation  are 
two  very  difierent  occupations  or  pursuits.  The 
exalted  station  of  the  legislator  imposes  it  upon 
him,  as  a  sacred  duty,  to  stifle  every  passion,  to 
subdue  every  interest^  but  that  of  the  public  good. 
The  path  which  he  is  bound  to  pursue,  is  traced 
to  him  by  the  eternal  hands  of  justice  and  equity. 
He  holds,  like  the  Fates,  the  destinies  of  the  peo- 
jde  in  his  bands.  The  manners,  the  virtues,  the 
patriotbm,  of  the  nation,  take  their  tone  from  his 


laws.  If  he  deviates  from  the  only  true  rule 
of  correct  legislation,  natural  justice,  and  equity, 
all  is  lost. 

Let  us  now,  for  a  moment,  suppose  that  this 
bill,  now  on  your  table,  may  pass;  in  what  a  hor- 
rid predicament  shoula  we  find  ourselves!  It  is 
true,  we  should  have  the  comfort  to  have  fellow- 
sufferers  of  high  character  and  standing,  the  Ex- 
ecutive and  Congress  ;  but  would  that  satisfy  us  ? 
No;  the  flagrant  injustice  would  remain  the 
same.  Our  laws,  our  liberty,  our  imprescriptible 
rights  as  men,  our  civil  rignts  as  citizens,  the  sa- 
cred right  of  property,  and  the  inalienable  sover- 
eign rights,  will  then  nave  been  violated  and  tram- 
pled under  foot  with  impunity.  Could  we  pos- 
sibly consent  to  the  annihilation  of  all  our  rights  ? 
Would  not  our  duty  as  men,  as  citizens,  as  Ame- 
ricans, force  us  to  a  laudable  resistance  ?  Would 
we  not  be  driven  to  our  last  shift,  and  obliged  to 
appeal  to  your  constituents,  and  apprize  them,  to 
their  utter  astonishment,  of  the  abuse  you  had 
committed  on  the  power  they  had  intrusted  to 
you,  in  patronizing  the  violation  of  all  that  they 
have  been  taught  from  their  infancy  to  hold  sa- 
cred, and  to  maintain,  at  the  hazard  of  their 
lives?  They  would  appoint  other  Representa- 
tives, and  we,  I  entertain  no  doubt,  should  be 
lighted. 

It  is  the  immutable  decree  of  God  himself,  that 
BO  man,  or  set  of  men,  shall  be  unjust  with  impu- 
nity. The  consequences  of  injustice  are  dread- 
ful and  unavoidable.  A  people  oppressed  by  ty- 
ranny are  like  the  body  when  afflicted  by  sick- 
ness— a  stranger  to  ease,  and  anxious  to  obtain  it; 
every  position  is  tried,  until  one  less  painful  than 
the  others  is  found  that  may  suffer  him  to  take  a 
little  rest ;  so.  the  victim  of  tyranny  is  ever  rest- 
less in  searcn  of  relief  from  his  oppression.  I 
know  of  no  other  solid  basis  for  a  Government, 
even  the  most  despotic,  to  rest  upon  but  justice ; 
but  certainly,  on  no  other  basis  can  the  stupen- 
dous fabric  of  our  confederation  securely  stand. 
Place  it  on  any  other,  and  it  will  be  like  a  house 
erected  on  the  sand — when  the  winds  blow  and 
the  rains  descend,  it  will  be  swept  from  its  foun- 
dation. 

The  Committee  rose  at  three  o'clock,  reported 
progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again — and  the 
House  adjourned. 


^  Thursday,  March  15. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  amendmenu  of  the  Senate  (which  postpone 
the  commencement  of  the  bill  to  June  30,)  to  the 
bill  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  sea-letters  except 
to  certain  vessels,  reported  an  agreement  to  the 
same,  with  an  amendment  thereto,  viz:  "Provi- 
ded, nevertheless,  that  no  sea-letter  shall  be  issued 
to  any  vessel  which  shall  not  at  this  time  be 
furnished  with  or  entitled  to  a  sea-letter,  unless 
such  vessel  shall  return  to  some  port  or  place  in 
the  United  States  or  territories  thereof  on  or  be- 
fore the  said  30th  day  of  June  next." 

The  report  of  the  Committee  wAs  concurred  in. 
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Mr.  Eppes  reported  a  bill  to  amend  an  act 
entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  clerks  and  to  authorize  the  iay^- 
ing  out  certain  public  roads."— Twice  read  and 
committed. 

Mr.  Eppes  reported  a  bill  imposing  additional 
duties  upon  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  from  any  foreign  port  or  place. 

rrfais  bill  is  composed  of  five  (toctions. 

The  let  imposes  »n  additional  duty  of per  cent. 

ad  valorem  on  all  goods  from  foreign  ports  paying  a 
duty  ad  valorem. 

The  second  imposes  an  additional  duty  of per 

cent  upon  the  duties  now  imposed  on  goods  paying 
specific  duties. 

The  3d  imposes  an  ad^tion  of  ten  per  cent  to  the 
•everal  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  on  all  goods  im- 
ported in  vessels  not  of  the  United  States. 

The  4th  prescribes  the  mode  of  ooUection. 

The  5th  continues  the  law  in  force  to  the  1st  day  of 
April  1811,  and  no  longer.] 

The  bill  was  twice  read.and  committed. 

Mr.  NfiWTON,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
meree  and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Tristram  Hussey,  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  concerning  inyalid  pensioners. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Lapisley. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  menage 
from  the  Senate  of  vesterday^  upon  the  subjects 
xnatter  of  the  amenaments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
bill,  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for  the  third  cen- 
sus, or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States."    Whereupon, 

Meiolved,  That  this  House  doth  insist  oo  their 
disagreement  to  the  amendments  aforesaid,  agree 
to  the  conference  asked  by  th^  Senate  upon  the 
subject-matter  thereof,  and  appoint  Mr.  Fibk,  Mr. 
Pitkin,  and  Mr.  Maoon,  managers  at  the  said 
conference  on  their  pare 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Macon  made  the  following  report,  whieh 
was  ordered  to  be  printed: 

'<The  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  disagreeeing  votes  on  the  bill  'reepeottng  com- 
mercial intercourse  betvyeea  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for  other  purposes,'  have 
met,  and  those  on  tiie  part  of  the  House»of  Represen- 
tatives report.  That  they  have  met  the  conferees  on 
She  part  of  the  Senate,  and  diat  they  have  not  agreed 
Mk  any  modification  of  the  bill,  nor  have  either  agreed 
to  recede. 

'*The  conierees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  made  a 
proposition  to  insert,  in  the  room  of  the  sections 
alridcen  out,  the  following:  <Be  it  further  enacted, 
that  the  Prasident  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  here- 
by is  authorised  to  employ  the  public  armed  vessels  of 
the  United  States  in  convoying  the  merchant  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  wholly  owned  by  a  citizen  or 
citixens  thereof  and  laden  with  cargoes  wholly  the 
property  of  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  issue  instructions  which  shall  be  conformable  to 
the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  for  the  government  of 


the  ships  which  may  be  employed  in  convoying  such 
merchant  vessels.'  To  which  the  conferees  on  the 
part  of  the  House  disagreed. 

«  The  conferees  on  the  part  of  the  House  of  Reprs- 
sentatives  made  the  following  proposition:  To  peniit 
British  merchant  vessels  to  import  into  the  tfhited 
,  States  British  produce  and  manu^Mtures,  but  not  to 
export  anj  article  whatever :  'to  pesmit  Fienoh  asr* 
chant  vessels  to  import  into  the  United  States  Frendbi 
produce  and  manufactures,  but  not  to  export  axkj  a^ 
ticle  whateyer,.  to  retain  the  10th  and  Ldth  secbon^; 
and  to  explain  the  12th  section,  touching  tlie  penalties 
and  forfeitures  under  the  embargo  act.  To  whom  the 
conferees  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  disagreed." 

BATTURB  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  order  of  the  day  on  the  bill  respecting  the 
batlure  being  called  for — 

Mr.  Bassbtt  moved  to  postpone  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  bill  till  Monday  next^^Neg- 
ati  ved,  61  to  45. 

The  motion,  under  consideration  when  the 
House  yesterday  adjourned,  to  strike  out  tht 
whole  of  the  bilLwas  warmly  deimted  at  eoosid^ 
erable  length;  raessrs.  PoiNDBzrsR,  Sveffbt, 
Roes,  and  Born,  opposing  it,  and  Messrs  Bill, 
Troup,  Taylor,  and  Holland,  supporting  it. 

The  motion  was  negatiyed,  57  to  51. 

After  further  progress  the  Commitlee  rase, 
reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again; 
wbieh  was  refused.  The  biil  is  now  directly  be- 
fore the  House, 

Friday,  March  16. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn,  and  the  question  beisg 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative, 
yeas  5,  nays  43. 

The  bill  presented  yesterday  concerning  invaliii 
pensioners  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  bill,  also  presented  yesterday,  for  the  relief 
of  Margaret  Lapsley  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday 
next. 

Mr.  McKiM,  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  thirteenth  instant,  i)reseoted  a  billto  alter  the 
times  for  holding  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  District  of  Maryland,  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Thursday  next. 

Mr.  MoBROw,  from  the  Committee  on  thePubr 
lie  Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  acorn- 
mittee  appointed  by  the  Baptist  church  at  Salem 
meeting-house,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 

An  engrossed  bill  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablishment was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

A  mesiiage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled^  An 
act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  District 
Court  in  Ohio;"  to  which  they  desire  the  con- 
currence of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amey  Dpr- 
din.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amendmeat 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third 
time  to-morrow. 
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MRS.  HAMILTON'S  CLAIM. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Commiitee 
of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Elizabeth 
Hamilton. 

Messrs.  Skilib,  Root,  W.  Alston,  Bacon, 
Macon,  Clat,  aail  Born,  opposed  the  bill,  and 
Measrs.  JoHNdON,  Sheppet,  and  Nelson,  support- 
ed it. 

TtieCevtttttlttee  rode  About  four  6^doek  aifd  re- 
fMrt^thebtlL 

Mr.  Macon,  iht>red  to  atn^cnd  the  said  bill  by 
sArtkiog^  out  the  following  words :  *'  fire  years  fnU 
pay  for  the  services  of  her  said  deceased  husband 
as  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the  Revolutipnary 
War,  which  five  years  full  pay  is  the  commutation 
of  his  half  pay  for  life;'*^  for  the  purpose  of  in- 
serting, *' whatever  may  be  dae  to  her  for  his  ser- 
vices asan  officer  during  the  Revolutionary  war." 

Mr.  Gholson  called  for  a  division  of  the 
qsaatioft. 

Aniid  the  UotioD  to  strike  out  wks  negiitiT^di 
yMB  57,  B«ya  54^  as  follows : 

Tvx9^LeiAtiel  J.  Alston,  WUHi  Alston,  iun:,  Wil- 
UtaD  AttdcTson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  B^vid  Bard,  WilKam 
W.  Bfbb,  Adam  Bovd,  Robert  BitoWn,  William  Butler, 
Jbivph  Calfaoim^  Mtrtthew  Cloy,  John  Clopton,  James 
Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Craw^ 
fM,  Jdaeph  Deth;  William  Findley,  Mesfaack  Frank* 
Un,  Oid«0n  Churdner,  David  8.  Garland,  Peterson  Good- 
Wyn^  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  William  Kennedy, 
Aantn  Lyle,  Nathftniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Alex-; 
ander  McKim,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jvrentiidi  Morrow,  Thomas  Newfoold,  John  Porter,  John 
R^a  of  Penntyhania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer 
Sbge,  Thos.  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seayer,  Samuel  8haw, 
John  Smilie,  George  8mi&,  John  8mith,  Samuel 
Siltitft,  Henry*  Sbtttiiard,  Richard  Stanford,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  ifobert  Wteakley,  Robert  Whltehill,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

KAYS-^Binwell'  Bassett,  Daniel  Bltdsd^,  Jailoes 
Bitafcenridge,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain, 
William  Chamberlin,  Spaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  HoweU  Cobb.  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott^  Jonathan 
mk,  Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Hayen,  Daniel  Heister,  Benj.  Howard, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  PhiKp  B.  Key,  Herman 
Kjnictarbad^rj  Joseph  Lewis»  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livw 
ermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Vincent  MattheWs, 
Arcidbald  McBiyde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Willkm  Mil- 
nor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Roger  Neltfon,  Thomas 
Newfon,  Jos^ili  Peatisen,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  John  Ross,  Daniel  She0ey,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Stnrgeft,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samael  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
Nkholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K. 
Van  Renmker,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
and  James  Wlbon. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  the  following  proviso : 

'•PfwkUd,  That  it  shaH  be  made  appear,  to  the  sat* 
irftuien  of  the  aoeoanting  offix^rs  of  the  Treasnry  De- 
partment, that  the  said  Alexander  Hamilton  etar  waa 
cmMed  to  half  pay  ot  eommaltlioni" 


The  movers  of  these  two  amendments  and 
Mr.  Root  declared  themselres  hostile  to  the  bill, 
even  if  the  >^mendment  was  adopted,  but  con- 
tended that  it  would  precisely  limit  the  provision 
of  the  bill  to  the  object  which  its  advocates  pro- 
fessed to  have  in  view,  viz :  to  relax  the  statute 
of  limitations  in  favor  of  the  claim,  and  lo  place 
it  in  the  same  situation  as  it  would  have  been  in 
if  no  such  statute  had  ever  been  passed. 

These  amendments  were  opposed  by  Mes««. 
Sheffet,  Nelson,  and  Pitkin.  It  was  said  that 
the  first  would  defeat  the  object  of  the  bill,  as  the 
petitioner  did  not  claim  arrears  of  pay  due  to  him, 
but  half  pay  or  commutation.  The  second  amend' 
ment  was  objected  to  as  referring  to  the  account- 
ing officers  of  the  Treasury,  the  decision  of  a 
question  already  once  solemnly  decided  by  the 
House,  viz :  whether  General  Hamilton  did  serve 
to  the  end  of  the  war  or  not  1  There  was,  it  was 
said,  no  calculations  or  examinations  of  vouchers 
necessary  in  this  case,  as  the  bill  made  a  specific 
appropriation ;  and  there  was  therefore  no  oeca- 
sion  to  refer  the  settlement  to  the  accounting 
officers  of  the  Treasury. 

The  question  on  Mr.  Alston's  amendment 
was  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  55,  nays  56,  as 
followe: 

YxAs^—Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brownj  William  A. 
Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew 
Clay/ John  Clopton,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Co«fk, 
James  Cox,  William  Crawibrd,  Joseph  Deriia,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshat^  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardneiv 
DaTid  8.  Garland,  PetetFon  Goodwyn,  James  Holland, 
Jacob  Hufty,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel;- 
Xfacen,  Robert  Marion,  Alexander  McKim,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas 
Newbold,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Eb- 
enezer Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whilehill,  Rich- 
ard  Winn*  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenrtdge,  John 
Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberlin^ 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Howell 
Cobb,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  EFoward,  Jonathan  H.  Hub- 
bard/  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Riekard  M.  Johnson,  Wal^ 
ter  Jones,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbaeker,  Jo* 
seph  Lewis,  jun^  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  I*Hkin,  jr.,  Elisha 
R,  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Jno.  Randolph,  Jno.  Rees,  Dan- 
iel Shefiey ,  Dennis  Iftnelt,  John  Stmley,  Junes  Stephen* 
son,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Tag- 
gart,  John  Taylor,  Nicholas  Van  Dyka,  Aicbibaid  Van 
Ham,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whaalcm, 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wiisoti. 

And  on  motion,  the  Heose  tlwn  adjourned 
nboat  five  o'elook. 
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SatchdaY;  March  17. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Livehmorb,  that 
the  House  do dow adjourn:  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negatire 
— yeas  13,  nays  61. 

The  report  made  yesterday  by  the  Committee 
on  the  Public  Lands,  on  the  petition  of  a  com- 
mittee appointed  by  the  congregation  of  the  Bap- 
tist church  at  Salem,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained 
concurred  in  br  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  five  acres  of  land,  including  the 

ground  on  which  the  Baptist  meeting-house  at 
lalem,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  it  built,  be  re- 
served from  sale,  for  the  use  of  the  Baptist  society 
at  that  place. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution ;  and  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

A  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Sutes,  received  yesterday,  was  read,  transmitting 
copies  of  a  treaty^  with  the  Kickapoo  tribe  of  In- 
dians, for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  cer- 
tain lands  within  the  Indiana  Territory,  involving 
conditions  which  require  legislative  provision. — 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate^  entitled.  "  An 
act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  District 
Court  of  Ohio,"  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to 
be  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sawyer, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  or  extend- 
ing the  time  of  holding  the  Federal  District 
Courts  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Sawyer,  Mr.  Winn.  Mr.  Holland,  Mr. 
Miller,  and  Mr.  Gray,  were  appointed  a  com- 
mittee, pursuant  to  the  said  resolution. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, that  the  Committee  on  Post  Otices  and  Post 
Roads  have  liberty  to  sit  until  twelve  o'clock  in 
each  day  hereafter,  although  the  House  be  in  ses- 
sion, until  they  be  ready  to  report. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Van  Horn 
to  amend  the  said  motion,  by  inserting  after  the 
words  ''Post  Roads,"  "  and  the  Committee  on  the 
affairs  of  the  District  of  Columbia :"  And  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  original  motion 
as  proposed  by  Mr.  Rbba,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative. 

AMBY  DARDIN'8  CLAIM. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Amey  Dardb  was 
read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to 
obtain  a  more  particular  report  on  the  claim  than 
had  been  made.    Motion  negatived. 

The  passage  of  the  bill  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Maoon,  Baqon,  Piokman,  and  Stanford,  and 
advocated  by  Messrs.  Gholbon,  Smilib,  W.  Al- 
ston, and  Sheftey. 

[It  was  opposed  on  three  grounds — the  main 
objection  being  that  it  opened  the  statute  of  Ittnita- 1 


tions ;  2,  that  the  claim  ought  not  to  be  allowed, 
because  the  horse  for  which  compensation  wis 
asked  mi^ht  have  been  reclaimed  if  the  deceased 
Mr.  Dardin  had  chosen  to  have  received  it;  3^ 
that  interest  ought  not  to  be  allowed  on  the  sum 
at  which  the  horse  was  valued.1 

The  bill  was  passed — yeas  ^,  nays  24,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ybas— Lemuel  J.  Altton,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Burwell  Bassett,  James  Breckenridge, 
John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  William  Cham- 
berlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittendea, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Richard  Cutts,  John 
DaTenport,  jun.,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  Jamec 
Emott,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Findley,  Jonathan 
Fisk,  David  8.  Oarland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Petcrfoa 
Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  HaTen,  Daniel  Heister,  James 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbard, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knicker- 
backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  LtTerraore^ 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Lore,  Robert  Marion, 
Vincent  Matthews,  ArehilMdd  McBiyde,  Samuel  M^ 
Kee,  Alexander  McKim,  William  Milnor,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Benjamin  Pickman,  Jan.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Jotiik 
Quincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Ross,  Eben- 
ezer  Sage,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  8hef- 
fey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stan- 
ley, James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope^ 
Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  Ge6rge  M.  Troup,  Jt- 
bez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Richird 
Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— Ezekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam 
Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Jacob  Hufty,  William  Kennedy, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Nicholas  R.  Mooro, 
John  Porter,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Eraitos 
Root,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenestf 
SeaTer,  and  Charles  Turner,  jr.  • 

MRS.  HAMILTON'S  CLAIM. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Mrs.  Hamilton  was  called  for. 

Mr.  Winn  moved  to  adjourn.    For  it,  23. 

Mr.  Root  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  it  till  Friday  next.  Negatived,  57 
to  43. 

Mr.  Root  opposed  the  bill  at  lengthy  and  Mr. 
Fisk  replied. 

The  question  "  Shall  the  bill  be  eigrosse^  for  t 
third  reading?"  was  then  taken  and  carried,  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follow: 

YxAs  — Burwell  Bassett,  Daniel  Bkusdcll,  Jamef 
Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  John  C.  Chamberlain^ 
William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  Howell  Cobb,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Da- 
Tenport, jr.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fijki 
Thomas  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nt- 
thaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister)  Benjamin  Howard| 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  PhUip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbaditff 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  LiTermore,  Bobart 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Vincent  MatthiWf» 
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Archibald  McBiyde,  PleMant  M.  MiUer,  Wiltiam  MU- 
noT,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moselej,  Gordon 
8.  Mnmford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothj  Pitkin,  jr., 
Peter  B.  Poiter,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincj,  John 
Randolph,  John  Ross,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sbeffey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis 
B.  Storges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Sam.  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
Uri  Tracy,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban 
Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. — 54. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  DaTid  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bnr- 
waU,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  CJopton,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  William 
Cnwind,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ftndl6y,  Mesfaack 
Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  William  Ken- 
nady,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion, 
Alexander  McKim,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
▼ania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
John  Roane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  SeaTer,  Samuel 
8hawy  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Rich- 
ard Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. — 63 

On  the  qaestioD  whf^n  the  bill  should  be  read 
a  third  time,  Mr.  Root  named  Friday  and  Mr. 
Nelson  to-day. 

For  Friday  44— For  Monday  50. 

To-day  was  fixed  as  the  day;  and  a  motion 
was  made  by  Mr.  T.  Moore  to  adjourn.  Lost, 
63  to  50. 

The  bill  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed,  63 
to  53,  the  votes  beinc;  precisely  the  same  as  those 
last  taken,  except  that  Mr.  R.  Brown  was  ab- 
sent on  this  rote. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  authorizing  a  de- 
taehment  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pitkin  rose  to  propose  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  (relative  to  the  mode  of  distributing  arms 
to  ▼olanteers,)  and  had  made  some  progress  in  his 
remarks  in  support  of  it,  when,  at  the  instance  of 
Mr.  LiTBRMORB,  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ, which  was  decided  43  to  33. 


Monday,  March  19. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments  to  tt)e 
bill,  entitled  '^  An  act  concerning  the  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Qxeat 
Britain  and  France,  and  for  other  purposes.'' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Livermore,  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed^  That  the  Coiamittee  on  Pott  Offices  and 
Poflt  Roads  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  Postmaster  General  to  contract 
for  carrying  a  mail  between  Boston  and  Newburyport, 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  over  the  Newburyport 
tnmpike  road ;  with  leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

A  motioQ  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennessee, 


that  the  said  resolution  do  lie  on  the  table ;  and 
the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  to  agree  to  the 
resolution,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  District 
Court  of  Ohio.''  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  McEee  called  for  the  consideration  of  his 
resolution,  relative  to  adjournment,  of  the  2d  of 
April. 

Mr.  Stanley  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking 
out  "the  2d  of  April,"  and  inserting  ^' the  third 
Monday  in  April." — The  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  IV.  Alston  moved  to  refer  the  resolution 
to  a  committee  to  be  appointed  by  this  House,  to 
join  with  such  committee  as  should  be  appointed 
by  the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  and  re- 
porting what  business  was  necessary  to  be  done 
previous  to  adjournment,  and  also  at  what  day 
Congress  would,  in  their  opinion,  be  prepared  to 
adjourn. 

[This  motion  was  supported  by  several  gen- 
tlemen, on  the  ground  that  it  was  the  ordinary 
course  of  proceediog,  and  would  be  but  respectful  to 
the  Senate,  as  it  was  the  only  means  of  knowinz 
what  business  that  body  had  before  it.  If  a  diN 
ferent  course  was  pursued,  the  two  Houses  hav- 
ing different  business  in  view,  might  each  em- 
barrass the  other's  proceedings. 

It  was  opposed  on  the  ground  that  sucb  a 
course  would  only  produce  delay.  Mr.  Smilib 
and  others  were  for  adjourning  at  the  earliest 
possible  day.  It  was  admitted  that  tbe  course 
proposed  was  usual,  but  it  was  said  that  the  re- 
port of  the  joint  committee  formed  no  guide  for 
the  conduct  of  tbe  House,  who  as  often  departed 
from  as  adhered  to  its  recommendations.  If  the 
day  expressed  in  tbe  resolution  did  not  coincide 
with  the  ideas  of  the  Senate,  it  was  at  their  op- 
tion to  amend  it.] 

The  question  was  taken  on  referring  the  reso- 
lution to  ajoint  committee,  and  carried,  75  to  32. 

Messrs,  W.Alston,  Pitkin,  Findley,  South- 
ard, and  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  the  part  of  this  House. 

DETACHMENT  OF  MILITIA. 

The  House  again  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  of  the  mili- 
tia of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Pitkin  rose  to  offer  an  amendment  to  this 
bill,  with  a  view  to  make  it  conformable  with  the 
coarse  heretofore  pursued  by  Congress,  and  which 
he  hoped  never  to  see  departed  from.  He  pro- 
posed to  strike  out  the  fifth  section  o(  the  billi 
which  regulates  the  mode  in  which  arms  shall  be 
distributed  to  the  different  places  of  deposite, 
with  a  view  to  the  insertion  of  a  substitute.  The 
act  passed  in  1808,  for  arming  the  whole  body  of 
the  militia  of  the  United  States,  provided  that  all 
the  arms  procured  under  it  should  be  transmitted 
to  the  several  States  and  Territories,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  effective  militia  iq  sack 
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States  and  Territories,  to  be  distributed  aecord- 
ing  to  such  rules  and  ret^latioDS  as  their  respect- 
ire  Legislatures  should  provide.  This,  Mr.  P. 
said,  had  been  done,  because  in  some  States  where 
the  militia  were  atreadjr  armed,  it  might  be  deemed 
better  to  keep  the  arms  in  arsenals  than  to  dis- 
tribute them  to  ittdiriduais.  If  the  situation  of 
the  country  was  such  that  a  detachment  of  mili- 
tia was  necessary,  either  for  offence  or  defence, 
and  the  arms  were  to  be  therefor  taken  out  of 
the  arsenals  of  the  United  States,  they  ought  to 
be  distributed  on  the  principle  of  the  former  law. 
As  the  bill  stood  at  present,  all  the  arms  of  th$ 
country  might  be  taken  out  of  the  arsenals  to 
famish  those  with  the  arms  who  might  merely 
volunteer  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  them. 
Those  of  the  militia  who  had  complied  with  the 
laws,  and  purchased  their  own  arms  at  an  ex- 
pense of  fifteen  or  twenty  dollars  each  or  more, 
miffht  be  taxed  to  pajr  for  the  arms  of  those  \*^ho 
had  not  complied  with  the  law.  If  any  onething 
could  rouse  the  indignation  of  those  who  had 
furnished  themselves  with  arms,  it  would  be  thus 
to  tax  them  to  purchase  arms  for  those  who  had 
neglected  their  duty. 

The  acts  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  sev- 
e)-al  States,  he  said,  had  been  predicated  upon  the 
principle  that  every  freeman  shall  furnish  him- 
self with  arms;  and  it  was  a  principle  which 
ought  not  to  be  departed  from  in  any  country 
whate?er.  The  man  who  purchased  his  own 
arms  would  feel  proud  of  them,  and  when  called 
tipon  for  his  country's  service,  would  use  them 
With  spirit.  He  wished  it  inculcated  on  the  mind 
of  every  man  in  the  country  that  when  he  ar- 
rived at  a  certain  age  he  was  to  purchase  his  own 
musket  and  not  be  dependant  on  the  Gotrern- 
raent  for  it.  If  a  contrary  principle  were  to  be 
established  at  this  time  of  day,  in  what  manner, 
he  asked,  would  it  operate?  In  some  of  the 
States,  much  the  largest  proportion  (nearly  all) 
of  the  militia  had  been  in  the  habit  or  furnishing 
themselves  with  arms.  Where  that  was  the  case, 
they  did  not  want  arms.  If  they  were  tiixed  for 
the  arms  for  the  people  of  other  States,  it  would 
be  enconraging  a  violation  of  the  laws,  and  offer- 
ing a  premium  for  neglecting  the  dctty  of  a  citi- 
zen. He  was,  therefore,  opposed  to  tne  bill  on 
the  ground  of  distributing  arms,  unless  it  went 
on  the  principle  Congress  had  heretofore  adopted 
on  thiff  subject.  He  wanted  no  invidious  dis- 
tinctions. 

If  these  arms  were  to  be  ffiveki  to  the  volun- 
teers because  they  were  liable  to  be  called  into 
service,  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  also  opposed  to  the 
bill  on  that  ground.  It  was  establishing  a  dan- 
ferouB  precedent.  In  the  first  place,  said  he,  what 
IS  this  bounty  ?  You  give  a  bounty  to  a  man 
who  shall  thus  enlist  under  the  possibility  (and 
mere  possibility)  of  his  being  called  out  of  the 
United  States,  and  that  only  for  nine  months' 
service,  of  the  value  of  near  twenty  dollars. 
The  bounty  you  give  for  an  enlistment  in  the 
regular  service  for  ^re  years  is  but  ten  dollars. 
It  not  this  then  unequal?  It  certainly  is.  But 
rtitf  few  gentlemen  would  say  that  there  was  a 


probability  of  these  volunteer^  being  called  otit 
at  ail.  They  would  hatdly  suppose  that  any 
Administration  would  undertake  to  invade  Can- 
ada with  men  engaged  for  nine  motahs'  seryice 
only,  and  these  taken  from  the  militia  of  the 
country.  These  persoiis  would  merely  have  to 
encamp  (in  what  manner  he  could  not  divioe) 
ten  days  successively  in  each  year  for  two  years, 
during  which  days  they  were  t6  receive  pay  aod 
rations,  and  for  this  serrice,  all  that  could  be  coo- 
templated  for  them  to  performi  they  were  to  re- 
ceive a  bounty  of  near  twenty  dollars !  He  was 
opposed  to  so  dangerous  an  amendment.  If  gen- 
tlemen were  disposed  to  arm  the  mititia)  why  did 
they  take  this  roundabout  way,  and  go  to  an  ex- 
penslB  of  nearly  one  million  for  pity  and  ratioas 
of  100,000  men  for  twenty  dava,  in  order  to  dis- 
tribute 100,000  stand  of  arms  i 

Mr.  P.  said  that  he  for  one  dtd  not  believe,  after 
these  volunteers  had  been  encamped  ten  days, 
that  they  would  be  an^  better  fitted  for  service 
than  by  common  militia  duty.  In  the  country 
from  which  6e  cskihe,  the  citizens  were  subjected 
to  as  much  militia  dutv  in  a  year  as  he  beliered 
would  be  at  least  e<)ually  as  advantageous  as  (en 
or  twenty  days'  encampment.  It  woiild  be  rather 
a  scene  of  riot  than  anything  else.  He  would 
not,  therefore,  give  a  bounty  of  twenty  dollars 
for  this  pur{)ose.  He  did  not  recollect  any  in- 
stance in  which  arms  had  been  given  to  a  people 
to  become  their  own,  except  in  the  Re?olution- 
ary  war.  By  an  act  of  Congress  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  those  old  soldiers  who  had  fought  brare- 
ly  during  an  eight  years  war,  were  allowed  to 
keep  possession  of  their  arms-^the  companions 
of  tneir  toil — and  they  deserved  them  well. 

There  were  various  other  objections,  he  said, 
to  the  details  of  the  bill.  In  what  way  were  the 
arms  to  be  kept?  The  bill  spoke  of  arsenals: 
100,000  stamd  of  arms  were  to  be  taken  from  the 
arsenals  of  the  United  States,  and  placed  at  dif- 
ferent places — ^a  |^eater  number  than  the  United 
States  had  in  their  possession  fit  for  service.  How 
were  they  to  be  kept  for  these  two  years  ?  h 
arsenals.  And  how  many  of  these  arsebak 
were  there  to  be  ?  If  the  commandant  of  eteh 
State's  proportion  thought  proper  to  disciplit^ 
the  corps  by  companies,  there  must  be  as  many 
arsenals  as  cdmpanies.  There  might  be  two 
thousand  places  of  rendezvous,  and  at  each  of 
these  places,  by  the  bill»  was  to  oe  an  armorer  at 
twent Jr  dollars  per  month.  But  suppose  the  corps 
was  disciplined  by  battalions.  There  must  be 
fbur  or  fi?e  hundred  different  places  of  deposite. 
For  the  purpose  of  arsenals,  houses  would  have 
to  be  purchased  or  rentea.  No  guards  wcr^ 
spoken  of  for  the  arsenals.  He  should  hims^" 
be  sorry  to  see  the  arms  of  the  United  States 
distributed  throughout  the  country  withoot  pro- 
tection. They  would  be  lost  in  all  probability »° 
two  years.  These  wnts  of  houses  would  cost  tw 
United  States  a  pretty  item,  and  it  woaW  W 
placed  in  the  power  of  an  officer  of  militi*  '^ 
make  contracts  for  the  United  States  to  tne 
amount  of  many  thousands  of  dollars.       ,     . 

For  the  reaacAs  he  had  stated,  and  which  a^ 
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ealled  npoo  geaUefaes  seriously  to  consider,  Mr. 
P.  said  be  was  opposed  to  furoi«htiig  arms  as  pro- 
posed. The  laws  of  CoDDectticut  were  rigid  in 
respect  to  arming.  If  a  person  arriving  at  a 
certain  age  did  not  furnish  himself  wiith  a  mns- 
ket.  the  tow-n  from  which  he  came  was  obliged 
to  foroish  him  at  the  expense  of  that  town  ;  and 
he  aaked,  under  such  ctrcumstanees,  would  not 
gentlemen  distribute  the  arms  according  to  States, 
and  not  give  them  to  individuals  who  had  not 
eonaidered  themselves  bound  to  obey  the  laws  ? 
The  States  would  then  place  the  arms  where 
they  pleased,  and  there  would  be  ao  expense  to 
the  United  States  for  rents  or  armodrers. 

Mr.  F.  coacUided  by  moving  to  strike  out  the 
ifth  sectioUjAnd  insert  the  following: 

**Amdbe  itfuHker  enaeUdy  That  within  one  month 
sAer  a  jetnm  of  sudi  detachment  and  vdimteers  shall 
ke  made  to  the  Department  of  War,  the  Seeretsiy  of 
Wu-  shall  oanse  to  be  transmitted  to  the  several  States 
sod  Territociesof  the  United  States,  from  the  arsenals 
of  the  United  States,  — —  thousand  stands  of  arms ; 
the  nnmber  to  be  transmitted  to  each  State  and  Terri- 
toiy  to  be  in  proportion  to  the  nomber  of  effeotive 
men  therein,  to  be  distributed  to  militia  in  each  State 
and  Tenitoiy,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
diaO  be  bj  law  prescribed  by  the  Legislatures  thereof 
respectively,  according  to  the  act  of  the  23d  of  April, 
1806,  entitled  ^  An  act  making  provision  for  arming 
and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States? 

Mr.  Ci4^T  said  that  the  gentleman's  amend- 
ment went  to  defeat  the  bill,  the  object  of  which 
was  to  arm  the  militia  volunteering,  and  not  to 
arm  them  generally.  As  to  arsenals,  there  would 
not  be  zo  many  wanted  as  the  gentleman  sup- 
posed. There  were  perhaps  fifty  already  estab- 
lished. At  Harper's  Ferry  there  were  30,000 
stand  of  arms,  he  believed,  without  a  guard*  At 
Springfield,  50,000  in  the  same  situation.  At  the 
places  of  deposite  now  in  existence,  no  expense 
would  be  incurred,  because  no  more  than  the  or- 
dinary attendance  would  be  necessary.  By  the 
gentleman's  amendment,  arms  would  ble  bestowed 
where  they  were  net  wanted,  and  every  gentle- 
man must  see  the  propriety  of  rejecting  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  that  if  gentlemen  reporting  a 
bill  were  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the  bill  they 
report  is  adapted  precisely  to  the  object  they  pro- 
fess to  have  in  view;  if  it  were  to  be  taken  as  an 
a^ed  point  that  in  the  arrangement  of  bills  conv- 
mittees  were  infallible ;  if  all  discussion  is  to  be 
viewed  as  resulting  from  improper  views,  the 
observations  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
would  be  perfectly  proper.  But,  Mr.  D.  said,  that 
the  chairman  of  tne  cornmittee,  (Mr.Ci.AY,)  not- 
withstanding the  magnitude  of  the  committee, 
notwithstanding  he  commanded  a  platoon  of 
atneteen  members  of  the  House,  would  not,  he 
presumed,  say  that  amendment  might  not  be 
nade  to  the  bill.  If  that  argument  were  valid, 
it  would  be  useless  to  discuss  the  details  of  the 
bdL  As  he  did  not  himself  admit  the  correct- 
Mst  <xf  this  procedure ;  as  it  was  an  assumption 
hold  te  theory,  aiid  without  the  «videMe  of  tx- 
llthCoK.SdSfiss.— 50 


perience  to  prov-e  the  fhet  of  the  infallibility  of 
every  committee  appointed,  Mr.  D.  said  he  thought 
it  proper  to  examme  whether  the  provisions  of 
this  bill  corresponded  with  the  standing  regula- 
tions of  the  country. 

Mr.  D.  proceeded  to  discuss  the  amendment. 
If  the  bill  at  present  proposed  a  mode  of  distri- 
buting arms  different  from  that  prescribed  by  for- 
mer laws,  why  should  it  not  be  amended  as  pro- 
posed ?  Had  the  course  heretofore  pursued  been 
found  improper  or  ineffectual  ?  One  of  the  ar- 
guments in  favor  of  the  hiifhe  had  understood  to 
be  that  it  provided  for  dispersing  the  arms  of  tba 
United  States,  and  preserving  tnem  from  deca^* 
If  the  system  of  dispersing  them  already  provi- 
ded was  more  systematic,  more  cheap,  and  more 
adapted  to  the  purposes  of  defence  than  that  con* 
taiaed  in  the  bill^  why  attempt  to  scout  that  sya* 
tern  of  distribution  to  make  way  for  this?  It 
was  too  much  to  require  the  House  to  abandom 
their  former  course,  merely  because  a  committee 
had  reported  in  iavor  of  doing  so. 

Mr.  D.  said  that  his  reason  for  being  in  favor 
<^  the  amendment  was,  that  it  was  in  pursuance 
of  the  system  already  in  existence  for  arming  the 
militia;  that  it  came  in  aid  of  that  system,  ad- 
ding arms  to  the  fund  already  provided  for  arm- 
ing the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  and  accomplishing  one  great  object  of 
that  law  more  efficiently  and  less  expensively 
than  the  present  bill. 

Mr.  Anderson  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question. 

And  the  question  was  taken  for  striking  out  the 
fifth  section,  and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas 
40,  nays  70.  as  follows : 

Yeas — ^Dsniel  BlaisdeH,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
C.  Chamberlain,  William  Chamberiin,  Epaphrodilns 
Chaminon,  Msrtin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  William  Bly,  James  Emott,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  WiUiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  WiBiaa 
Helms,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Eiehard  Jackson,  jun«, 
Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  K^,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Wm.  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Joseph  Peiurson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Daniel  Shef" 
fey,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Samuel  Taggart* 
Jabei  Upbam,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Arch'd  Van  Horn, 
KOlian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekid 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
fiassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Mediack  Franklin,  Qidcon  Gardner,  Da- 
vid 8.  Garland,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Edwin  Gray,  James 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howsrd,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richsrd  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Robert  Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Nidiolas  R.  Moore,  Thos.  Moore, 
(hu'don  8.  Mumfbrd,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John 
Bea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennesoee,  Mat- 
thias Riohs^  John  Roane,  Erastus  Roo^  John  Ross, 
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Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Rich'd  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp- 
son, Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon. 
Mr.  Dana  said  he  had  an  amendment  to  pro- 
pose, to  which  he  presumed  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jection, except  upon  the  supposition  that  there 
was  so  much  perfection  in  tne  bill  that  it  could 
not  be  amended.  The  bill  proposed  authorizing 
a  detachment  of  militia,  and  also  authorized  the 
acceptance  of  volunteers,  to  whom  on  certain 
conditions  arms  were  to  be  given.    Mr.  D.  said 

![entleman  would  recollect  that  in  the  accounts 
aid  before  Congress  from  the  Department  of  War 
of  the  returns  of  militia  under  the  two  last  requi- 
sitions, it  appeared  that  from  some  States  no  re- 
turns bad  been  received ;  from  some  of  the  States 
mention  was  made  of  volunteers  and  detach- 
ments, and  from  some  States,  complaints  were 
made  of  not  having  means  for  arming  and  equip- 
ping them.  Gentlemen  would  see,  he  said,  that, 
as  respected  detachments,  arming  and  equipping 
them  according  to  law,  constitoted  the  burden 
and  inequality  and  oppressiveness  of  these  requi- 
sitions. If  it  was  merely  a  call  for  men  in  pro- 
portion to  population,  it  might  be  fair;  but  when 
It  was  required  to  provide  them  with  arms  and 
equipments,  then  the  rule  by  which  Cooffress  lev- 
ied direct  contribution  was  unequal.  If  the  Uni- 
ted States  were  to  furnish  arms^  this  bill  would 
be  liberated  from  one  great  obiection  which  he 
had  to  it  formerly.  As  far  forth  as  the  militia 
were  required  to  furnish  equipments  for  the  de- 
tachment, so  far  forth  were  they  required  to  con- 
tribute property ;  which  contribution  being  une- 
qually levied,  was  so  far  not  conformable  to  the 
spirit  of  the  Constitution*.  To  remedy  this  ine- 
quality he  proposed  that  the  militia  detachecl,  as 
well  as  the  volunteers,  should  be  furnished  with 
arms  by  the  United  States,  for  which  purpose  he 
offered  the  following  section  as  an  amendment  to 
thebiU: 

**  And  that  in  case  of  a  return  of  any  detachment  of 
militia  from  a  State  or  Territory  in  pursuance  of  the 
first  section  of  this  act,'there  shall  be  fumbhed  by  the 
United  States  a  number  of  muskets  and  other  accou- 
trements required  by  law  equal  to  the  whole  number 
of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  so  detached, 
and  the  same  shall  be  transmitted  to  such  State  or 
Territory  for  the  use  of  the  detachment  when  called 
into  actual  service,  and  eventually  may  be  distributed 
to  the  militia  in  the  State  or  Territory,  under  such 
rules  and  regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the 
Legislature  thereof,  according  to  the  act  of  the  23d  of 
April,  1808,  entitled  "  An  act  making  proTision  for 
arming  and  equipping  the  whole  body  of  the  militia  of 
the  United  Sutes." 

Mr.  Clay  said  that  a  law  was  already  in  exist- 
ence, ha?io^  for  its  object  the  progressive  arming 
of  the  militia,  and  the  intention  of  this  bill  was 
immediately  to  arm  such  as  should  volunteer. 
This  amendment  was  like  the  other,  intended  to 
defeat  the  bill.  Mr.  C.  said  he  had  understood 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Dana)  to 


ask  him  when  he  was  up  before,  whether  he  meant 
to  think  for  the  whole  House.  In  answer  to  this, 
Mr.  C.  said,  that  if  some  gentlemen  would  think 
more  and  talk  less,  it  would  be  a  great  economjr 
of  time,  and  an  advantage  to  the  public  busi- 
ness, and  he  recommended  this  remark  to  the 
consideration  of  the  gentleman  and  hi^frieods. 

Mr.  Sheffet  said  if  his  colleague  had  attended 
a  little  more  to  the  amendment  under  considera- 
tion,  he  would  not  have  pronounced  it  similar  to 
the  one  rejected.  Why  did  they  arm  the  volan- 
teers  ?  Because  thev  were  to  l>e  engaged  in  the 
public  service.  Either  the  public  exigency  de- 
manded them,  or  it  did  not.  If  it  did  not,  there 
was  no  occasion  for  calling  them  out.  If  it  did. 
why  arm  the  volunteers  and  not  the  militia  ?  It 
it  was  intended  to  have  an  effective  force  of 
100,000  men,  to  be  composed  of  volunteers  and 
draughted  militia,  all  ought  to  be  equally  armed 
if  any  were.  The  House  had  said  that  the  ?ol- 
unteers  should  be  armed  at  the  expense  of  the 
Government,  and  why  ought  not  the  other  por- 
tion of  the  same  force  be  armed  also? 

Mr.  Clat  said  if  hfs  colleague  had  attended 
to  the  militia  law,  he  would  not  have  run  into 
the  blunder  he  had  got  into.  Every  militiaman 
was  bound  to  supply  himself  with  arms.  There 
was  a  great  difference  between  the  service  of  the 
two  descriptions  comprised  in  this  bill,  and  arms 
were  to  be  given  to  volunteers  as  an  eocourage- 
ment  to  them  to  engage. 

Mr.  Dana  said  the  gentleman  had  **' answered" 
his  question  by  way  of  giving  advice.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  persons  were  sometimes  very  ready 
to  give  advice  when  others  did  not  ask  it  of  them* 
If  the  gentleman  really  meant  his  observation  as 
a  reply  to  a  question,  it  was  really  only  an  evi- 
dence of  the  precision  of  his  logic.  Every  vol- 
unteer engaging,  Mr.  D.  said,  must  previously 
belong  to  the  militia ;  and,  by  the  gentleman  s 
own  reasoning,  as  every  militiaman  was  bound 
to  be  completely  armed,  the  provision  for  giving 
them  arms  must  be  superfluous.  But,  as  the 
House  had  determined  to  eive  arms  to  those 
volunteering,  Mr.  D.  said  he  was  disposed  to 
place  both  species  of  force  on  an  equality. 

Mr.  Dana's  motion  was  negatived  by  yeas  and 
nays — 67  to  38.  * 

[The  yeas  and  nays  on  this  question  were  the 
same  as  on  Mr.  Pitkin's  motion,  except  that 
Messrs.  W.  Alston,  Bacon,  Bibb,  Gholsow, 
Haven.  Howard,  Knickerbacker,  McKee,  and 
MuMFORD,  who  voted  on  that  question  wereao- 
sent  on  this.  Mr.  Cook,  absent  befare,  now  voted 
in  the  affirmative ;  and  Mr.  J.  C.  Chambebui«, 
who  voted  in  the  affirmative  before,  on  this  mo- 
tion voted  in  the  negative.] 

Mr.  Hale  wished  to  propose  an  amendment, 
which  would  offer  encouragement  to  ^^^^?^^ 
sons  already  armed  to  volunteer,  or  at  least  pU<^ 
them  on  the  same  footing  with  those  who  wo 
neglected  their  duty.  With  this  view,  heoflerea 
the  following  section  as  an  amendment: 

"And  be  U  JuHhfir  inacM,  That  any  ^^ 
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jetsia  hk  arms  during  the  time  of  his  enlistment,  shall 
leoetTe  therefor  in  money  an  amount  equal  to  the 
▼ahM  of  such  arms  and  equipment,  ta  be  estimated  by 
the  Secretary  of  War." 

Mr.  Key  was  opposed  to  this  amendmentj  prin- 
cipally becaase  it  was  necessary  that  all  the  arms 
of  men  in  the  same  body  should  be  alike  and  of 
the  same  calibre. 

Mr.  Ely  obserFed  that  the  present  militia  laws 
of  the  United  States  required  a  particular  de- 
scription of  arms,  which  were  not  admitted  to 
pass  inspection  unless  they  were  of  that  descrip- 
tion. Mr.  E.  further  remarked,  thai  although  the 
United  States  had  now  nominally  150,000  stand 
of  arm&  they  had  not  100,000  fit  for  service,  and 
it  therefore  seemed  proper  that  individuals  should 
be  permitted  to  receive  compensation  for  the 
arms  already  in  service. 

Mr.  Daha  quoted  the  law  to  show  that  the 
anna  with  which  citizens  are  required  by  law  to 
foraish  themselves  were  to  be  of  a  certain  de- 
scription, the  standard  of  which  was  fixed  by 
law. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Hale's  mo- 
tion and  decided  in  the  negative — yeas  73,  nays 
34,  as  follows : 

YxAS — ^Baniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Wm. 
Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Samuel  W.  Bana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert 
Jenkina,  Herman  Knickeibacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun., 
Edward  St  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  jonior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  James 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Tag^art,  John  Thompson,  Jabcz  Upham,  Arch'd  Van 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Exekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
aett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  (fobb,  James 
Codiran,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Rich'd  Cutts, 
Joseph  Desha,  Wilfiam  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  Ghelson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  Holland,  Benj'n  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard 
1€.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Jolm  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylv'a,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Erastofl  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thos.  Summons,  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Shefiej,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troop,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke, 
Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Pickman  said  he  had  an  objection  to  the 
6ih  section  of  the  bill,  which  provides  that  the 
votuDteers  shall  once  in  each  year  be  encamped 
for  ten  days  successively.  He  apprehended  that 
this  profbion  would  subject  the  United  States  to 


an  expense  of  from  six  hundred  thousand  to  a 
million  of  dollars  annually;  and  he  also  appre- 
hended that  instead  of  being  an  advantage  to  the 
persoDs  encamped,  it  would  be  productive  of  very 
injurious  consequences.  He  asked  gentlemen 
seriously  to  say  whether  in  that  short  space  of 
ten  days  men  could  make  any  useful  improve- 
ment in^  camp  duty  and  discipline;  whetner  it 
would  not  tal^e  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  to 
fix  an  encampment,  and  accommodate  the  men 
in  it.  Mr.  P.  said  he  had  to  this  section  an  ob- 
jection much  more  serious  than  that  he  had  sta- 
ted. As  the  volunteers  would  not  be  considered 
in  actual  service^  these  encampments  would  be 
places  of  dissipation,  and  extremely  injurious  to 
the  morals  of  the  young  people.  Viewing  it  in 
this  light,  and  as  the  father  of  a  family,  some  of 
whom  might  enrol  themselves  in  this  corps,  he 
objected  to  this  section.  He  thought  that  these 
ten  days'  encampments  would  make  them  no  bet- 
ter soldiers,  and  much  worse  citizens.  He,  there- 
fore, moved  to  strike  but  the  sixth  section,  which 
is  in  the  following  words : 

Sbc.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  said  vol- 
unteers shall,  once  m  each  year,  if  not  called  into  act- 
ual service,  be  encamped  for  ten  da^s  successively,  for 
improvement  in  camp  duty  and  discipline,  either  by 
regiments,  battalions,  or  companies,  as  the  Command- 
ant of  Brigade  shall  direct ;  and  in  case  any  non-com- 
missioned officer,  musician,  or  private,  shall  ftiil  to  attend 
and  perform  his  duty  as  aforesaid,  without  an  excuse 
satisfoctory  to  the  Commandant  of  his  regiment,  or  shall 
BO  appear  without  being  uniformed  according  to  orders, 
his  arms  and  accoutrements,  or  musical  instrument^ 
shall  revert  to  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Ely  said  the  volunteers  when  encamped 
were  liable  to  no  sort  of  punishment  for  miscon^ 
duct,  not  even  to  the  militia  laws  of  the  several 
States.  There  was  no  other  restriction  on  them 
then,  nor  any  other  inducement  for  them  to  at- 
tend these  musters  than  the  expectation  of  re- 
ceiving a  musket  each  at  the  end  of  their  engage- 
ment. This  bill  was  in  that  res|)ect  a  perfect 
burlesque  on  all  the  militia  laws  in  the  United 
States.  The  persons  engaging  were  called  upon 
(when  perhaps  seriously  engaged  in  other  busi- 
ness) voluntarily  to  travel,  perhaps  two  or  three 
days,  at  the  rate  of  thirty-six  or  thirty-seven  cents 
compensation  for  each  day's  travel !  Mr.E.  con- 
curred fully  in  the  observations  of  his  colleague. 
If  you  have  an  army  encamped  in  any  part  of 
the  United  States,  said  he,  establish  them  under 
military  laws.  If  you  convene  five  hundred  men 
for  ten  days  under  this  bill,  suppose  they  are  dis- 
orderly or  run  away,  where  is  your  remedy? 
The  officer  orders  the  delinquent  back;  he  re- 
sists; where  is  there  any  authority  to  use  com- 
pulsion ?  The  very  appearance  of  this  thing, 
Mr.  E.  said,  would  strike  a  degree  of  terror  into 
(he  people  of  this  country  for  the  coQsequences  of 
it.  Under  such  circumstances  he  was  decidedly 
in  favor  of  striking  out  this  provision.  % 

The  question  on  Mr.  Pickman's  motion  was 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  40,  nays  77,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Ybab — ^Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Wil 
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Mam  Obftmberiin,BpftplirodHiiiChftmpiMi,  Mtrtin  Chit- 
to»d«B,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
£^,  Jamee  Emott,  Thomaa  R.  <3old»  WilUam  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  HaTen,  Jonathan  H.  Habbard,  Richard 
JaokaoB,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkina,  PhiHp  B.  Key,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewia,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  LiT- 
ermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  LiTiagston,  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Beiyamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Tim- 
othy PiULin,  jr.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  Dan*l  Shefiey,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Stur- 
ges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Jabez  Upham, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson 

NATs-^Lemnel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
•ett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Burwell,  WilUam  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Matthew  Olay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James 
Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  WilHam  Craw- 
fiird,  Ricbard  Cotts,  Joaepfa  Deaha,  William  Findley, 
Jonalhan  Fisk,  Meshaok  FranUin,  Gideon  Oardner, 
Ba^d  S.  GarlMd,  Thomas  Qholflon,  Petetson  Oood- 
wyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jaoob  Hufiy« 
Richard  M.  JohiMon,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Sam'l  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Nidiolas  R. 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S. 
Mnmford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nich- 
olson, John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
aylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
^hn  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  John  Ross,  Bbeneaer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammon^  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seavar, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Kichard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  John  Thon^>8on,  Uii 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Nicholas 
Van  Djrke,  Arch'd  Van  Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  Rich- 
ard Wmn,  and  Robert  Witherapoon. 

Mr.  Key,  desirous  that  the  prcsen I  severity  of 
the  rules  and  articles  of  war  should  not  operate 
on  thrs  detachment,  who  were  to  be  suluect  to 
them  when  in  service,  moved  the  folTowiDg 
amendment:  ** Provided,  That  said  voltinteers 
'and  militia,  when  called  into  actual  service, 
'  shall  not  for  any  offence  suffer  corporal  punish- 
<  iahmetit  by  the  infliction  of  lashes.'* 

Mr.  Root  said  (hat  although  the  subject  of  the 
Tules  and  articles  of  war  was  already  before  a  spe- 
cial cominittee,  yet,  fearing  that  they  wculd  not 
report  during  this  session,  he  hoped  there  would 
be  an  unanimous  rote  to  consent  to  the  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Macon  objected  to  the  amendment.  Sup- 
posing an  invasion,  and  it  was  necessary  to  call 
oat  of  any  one  State  more  militia  than  its  quota, 
were  these  additional  men  to  be  subject  to  corpo- 
ral punishment  while  these  volunteers  were  ex- 
empt from  it  ?  He  wished  to  legislate  on  this 
subject  ^generally,  if  at  all.  He  said  there  were 
one  or  two  strange  things  already  io  this  bill,  and 
this  would  be  adding  another. 

Some  other  gentlemen  spoke,  but  no  other  op- 
posed the  motion. 

Mr.  Key's  motion  was  decided  in  the  affirma- 
tive—yeas 105,  nays  8,  as  follows : 
Ybab— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
1  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William 


W.  Bibb,  Danel  BlaiadaH,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Br«^ 
enridge,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WiHisa 
Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  C.  Chamberlain,  M»tiB 
Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Bowd 
Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook*  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dtm, 
John  Davenport,  junior,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely, 
James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Ms- 
shack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardnerr  David  8.  Gaiisnd, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thos.  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  James  HolUnd, 
Benj*n  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hofty, 
Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knidt- 
erbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Lifw- 
more,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  John  Love,  Ansa 
Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  ArdiftJd 
McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  W9- 
liam  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jobs- 
than  O.  Moaeli^,  Ourdon  8.  Mnmibrd,  Roger  Nebon, 
Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Paaiaon,  Benjamin  Ptckosa, 
jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  John  Potter,  Peter  B.  P<r 
ter,  Elisha  R.  Pottei^  JoeiahlQuincy,  John  Rea  of  ^ •«• 
sylvania,  John  Rheaof  Tennessee,  Matthias Richtrtj, 
Eraetus  Root,  John  Roas,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lenod 
Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  SholSj, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  SmiUe,  Geo.  Smith,  Henry  Soalfc- 
ard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stegen- 
son,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  8«n»»*Jj!£ 
gart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Omiw 
Turner,  jr.,  Jabea  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Byke,  Ar^ 
ibald  Van  Horn,  KflKan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert 
Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eiekid  Whitman,  Kcbirt 
Winn,  and  Robert  Witherapoon.  ^    ^., 

Nats— Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander  McEiBjWidi- 
olas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Ncwbold,  John  Roane,  Thomn 
Sammotts,  Samud  Bmiih,  and  James  Wilson. 

Mr.  Hdfty  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  w  w 
authoriae  the  quotas  to  lie  apportioned  to  thoje 
States  from  which  returns4iaa  not  ^^^^''^.^^l^^^ 
received,  according  to  the  nunober  of  free  wbiw 
males,  beiween  the  affes  of  sixteen  and  '0'^*"J2 
which  they  contained  at  the  last  census.— A^««* 
to— 63  to  38.  •       . 

Mr.  Emott  said  it  was  generamr  H^^^^ 
gentlemen,  he  believed,  that  ibe  ▼ofuntoeti  coo- 
templated   by  the  bill  were  not  militia.    A|» 

President  himself  had  made  *d»«J'w"<"^°®?!JS 
the  two  in  his  Meaeage  to  Coagreas.    Wiiww 

examining  the  principTea  of  the  l>i*^*^,Siw 
would  remark  tbiA  the  Prcsideot  had  ctlle<J«» 
for  20,000  volonteera,  whilat  the  bill  Mlhorw 
the  acceptance  of  100,000.  If  this  'WW'P^bi 
of  provisional  ar^^^y  was  to  be  raised,  be  saia  b« 
could  not  pee  the  propriety  of  going  ^V^^l 
reqnisition  of  the  President.  He  therefore mofea 
to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  it  thefoUowiog 
proviso:  '' Protided,  That  the  volantcers  so  w 
be  accepted  shall  not  exceed  20,000  men. 

And  the  question  being  uken  on  J^eP'^J  ,q' 
it  was  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  38,  nays  i 
as  follows:  ,      .,     *.!,- 

Yeas— Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckwindge^^^ 
C.  Chamberlain.  WiUiam  Chamberiin,  Ewphi^J^^ 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  ^>*^''?^ 
Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  ^^o\^^!l 
R.Goia,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  J^"^' 
H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jaokaon,  junior,  Robert  jw^ 
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Fbffip  B.  Kay,  Jcmsph  Lcffrui,  ji^  Bdhr«rd  St  Loe  Lb- 
4BM0I9,  Robwt  Le  Roy  LinagirtoB,  Archibald  MoBiyde, 
Jo— than  O.  Mooeley,  Joseph  Poanon,  Beafj'n  Pick- 
man,  jr^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Eliaha  R.  Potter,  Jonah 
Qidncy,  Daniei  ShefSej,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephen- 
moim,  Lewis  B.  Stoiges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Nicholas  Van 
I>yke»  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kiilian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson. 

Nats— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
fiam  Andecsotn,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb^  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
WilUam  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James 
Codiran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Craw- 
fcrd,  Jose^  Desha,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardnei,  David  S.  Garland, 
Hiomas  Gfaolson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Itichard  M.  Johnson,  Winiam  Kennedy, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Mar- 
ioB,  Samuel  McKes^  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Nicholas  R« 
Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S. 
Mmnford,  Roger  Nelsco,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
MewtoD,  John  Niehekoii,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Peiter, 
Jfliua  Rent  of  Pamsyhwola,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Melthiaa  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastos  Root,  John 
Saas^  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thos.  Sammons,  Eheneier  Sea^ 
Ter,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George 
8bi^  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Seuthaid,  Richard  Stan- 
fi»rd,  John  Taylor,  John  Thon:^>son,  Uri  Tracgr,  Chailea 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn»  and 
Robert  WitherspMn* 

Mr.  M08BLBT  said,  that  notwithstanding  the 
booorable  chairmaa  of  the  eommittee  who  ia- 
trodoced  this  bill  seemed,  from  the  remarks  whieh 
kt  bftd  this  morning  made,  to  conaider  it  so  per- 
fect, he  was  not  yet  prepared  to  ^ive  it  bis  assent. 

Sir,  said  Mr.  M.,  I  consider  this  bill  as  extreme- 
hr  ol^eetioDable  in  its  general  principles,  so  far  as 
I  can  understand  them,  and  very  exoeptionablein 
pmnt  of  detail. 

li  is  Dot  caleulated  as  a  general  permanent  re^- 
nlationy  for  the  pnrpose  of  improring  in  disci- 
pline, or  of  arming  in  a  suitable  manner  the  great 
ho4j  of  the  militia  It  is  merely  a  temporary 
expedient,  calculated  for  a  particular  ezigenee— 
vkieh  exigence  does  not  exist— -nor  is  it,  in  my 
•opiDion.  at  all  to  be  apprehended.  It  is  calcula- 
ted, at  least  partially  if  not  principally,  as  a  war 
measure,  when  we  neither  hare  war,  nor  any  just 
reason  to  expect  it.  The  war  spirit  has  subsided 
eren  in  this  House.  No  gentleman,  I  believe,  is 
-disposed  at  the  present  time  to  declare  war  against 
aay  nation.  Nor  is  it  probable  that  any  rower 
OB  earth  will  wage  a  war  against  us  that  would, 
render  this  force  necessary  or  useful.  And  in 
case  we  continue  at  peace,  this  bill,  in  its  opera- 
tion, must  necessarily  subject  the  nation  to  much 
expense  and  vexation,  and  in  my  estimation  be 
prodnctire  of  no  real  benefit. 

I  know  it  has  been  so^ffested  that  this  would 
be  a  rery  wise  and  useful  measurey  whether  we 
go  to  war  or  remain  at  peace.  I  imagine,  sir, 
that  Chis  is  one  great  difficulty  witli  the  present 
hill ;  that  it  is  intended  to  dt  either  war  or  peace, 
■and  of  course  is  not  well  adapted  to  either.  The 
title  of  this  bill  purports  it  to  be  a  bill  to  autbor- 
«xe  a  detaefanaeat  of  the  militia* 


The  provbions  of  this  bill  go  to  raise  a  volun« 
teer  corps  of  one  hundred  thousand  men,  which 
may  at  the  will  of  the  President  be  called  into 
actual  service,  and  conrerted  in  reality  into  a  reg- 
lAar  army — at  least  eighteen  months  out  of  the 
two  years,  for  which  they  are  raised^; 

This  power  given  to  the  President  I  consider 
in  the  first  place  very  objectionable.  It  may  do< 
perhaps  be  abused.  But  it  is  certainly  a  correcl 
pinciple,  and  a  principle  which  ought  rtgidlv  to 
be  adhered  to  in  a  republiean  Government  like 
ours,  never  to  invest  the  Executive  with  more 
military  power  than  is  absolutely  necessary.  But, 
independently  of  this,  I  totally  object  to  the  com'> 
plex  character  of  the  force  proposed  to  be  raised 
by  this  bill. 

They  are  neithei*  one  thing  nor  another.  Bven 
the  advocates  of  this,  bill  cannot  agree  by  what 
name  to  designate  them.  They  are,  in  short,  nei- 
ther regular  troops  nor  militia.  I  believe  it  was 
never  before  in  any  country  attempted  to  raise  • 
body  of  men  whose  character  and  duties  were  so 
undefined  and  multiforious. 

They  are  to  be  volunteer  militia  or  volunteer 
regulars,  as  the  case  may  be.  They  are  to  do  or- 
dinary militia  duty,  or  extraordiuary  militia  duty. 
They  may  he  oalfed  into  service  ten  months  m  a 
year,  or  ten  days  in  a  year.  And  a  gentlematt 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  HoLLAim)  observed 
the  other  dajr  that  they  were  exactly  what  in  the 
late  Revolutionary  war  were  terined  minute  men. 

Sir,  I  have  no  disposition  to  treat  ihris  smbjeot 
wifh  levity,  or  to  say  anything  that  might  be 
deemed  disrespectful  to  an^  gentleman  who  had 
an  agent y  in  framing  this  hill.  But  it  really  does 
appear  to  me,  that  we  have  lately  in  this  nation 
manifested  a  strange  propensity  to  novel  projects. 
If  we  want  a  navy  it  must  be  different  from  all 
other  navies ;  we  must  have  some  ships  to  fight 
upon  the  water,  some  torpedoes  to  fight  under 
water,  and  some  gunboats  to  fight  upon  land  or 
water,  as  the  exieeneles  of  the  case  may  require. 
If  a  military  land  force  is  to  be  raised,  it  must 
not  be  precisely  regular  troops,  nor  militia,  but  a 
compound  of  both,  and  the  appellation  of  volun- 
teer must  in  some  way  or  other  be  attached  to 
them,  whether  they  engage  voluntarily  or  invol- 
untarily. I  dislike  this  mode  of  mixing  and 
blending  together  things  which  ought  to  be  kept 
distinct.  The  Con»tiiution  recognises  but  two 
kinds  of  force,  mUiHa  and  army.  The  duty  of 
the  militia  is  there  distinctly  defined.  They  are 
considered  as  the  great  security  of  the  nation 
against  sudden  attack  from  without  or  rebellion 
within.  In  the  words  of  the  Constitution,  they 
are  "  To  execute  the  laws,  suppress  insurrecilonsj 
and  repel  invasions.''  But  it  was  never  contem- 
plated that  they  were  to  be  permanently  reKed 
upon  in  case  of  actual  warfhre.  Whenever  it 
becomes  necessary  to  raise  a  regular  army,  let  it 
be  done  openly  and  understandingly ;  let  them 
be  honorably  paid,  and  let  them  know  fairly  and 
distinctly,  when  they  engage,  both  the  nature  and 
term  of  their  service. 

As  I  have  no  belief  that  we  are  soon  to  he  en- 
mged  in  war,  these  troops,  I  presume,  will  not  be 
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called  into  actual  service,  and  those  provisions  of 
the  bill  only  will  go  into  operation  which  are  cal- 
culated upon  the  contingency  of  peace.  I  will 
examine  the  bill  for  a  moment,  and  see^whether 
it  promises  to  be  of  any  practical  utility  in  this 
point  of  view. 

The  objects  of  this  bill  are,  in  case  of  peace,  to 
improve  a  portion  of  the  militia  in  camp  duty 
and  discipline,  and  to  supply  them  with  arms, 
accoutrements,  dec.,  as  a  compensation  for  their 
services. 

These  men  are  to  be  called  out  and  encamped 
ten  days  successively  in  each  year.  They  would 
probably  be  called  out  either  by  battalion  or  regi- 
ment. It  could  never  be  thought  expedient  to 
have  so  small  an  encampment  as  a  single  com- 
pany. They  must,  of  course,  in  parts  of  the 
country  thinly  populated,  have,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  travel  a  very  great  distance.  When 
assembled,  they  must  for  their  accommodation 
be  furnished  with  tents,  and  every  other  species 
of  camp  equipage ;  they  roust  exchange  their 
domestic  modes  of  living  for  the  life  of  a  camp. 
They  must  of  necessity  be  obliged  to  sleep  on 
the  ground,  a  circumstance  which,  it  is  to  be  ap- 
prehended, would  be  very  injurious  to  their  health. 
This  is  well  known  to  have  been  the  case  with 
the  militia  who  were  called  into  service,  and  who 
bad  been  unaccustomed  to  livinsr  in  tents  and 
sleeping  in  this  manner,  during  the  late  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  was  mentioned  as  a  subject  of 
great  regret  by  Gknerril  Wasbinoton. 

These  encampments,  spread  all  over  the  coun- 
try, would  not  only  expose  the  health,  but,  as  has 
been  justly  observed  by  the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  on  my  left,  (Mr.  Fickman,) 
would  have  a  natural  tendency  to  corrupt  the 
morals  of  these  men.  Liberated  from  the  cus- 
tomary control  of  their  parents,  masters,  and 
guardians,  and  surrounded  with  a  variety  of 
temptations,  they  might,  in  the  short  term  of 
time  they  are  to  be  together,  be  made  much  worse 
citizens,  without  becoming  much  better  soldiers. 

If  these  objections,  which  relate  simply  to  the 
health  and  morals  of  these  troops,  should  not  be 
thought  of  much  weight,  I  should  hope  that  they 
would  not  be  entirely  disregarded  in  this  House, 
notwithstanding  so  little  solicitude  seems  to  have 
been  manifested  either  for  the  health  or  lives  of 
the  unfortunate  men  who  have  engaged  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States  by  those  intrusted 
with  their  immediate  command.  But,  independ- 
ently of  these  considerations,  I  appeal  to  you,  sir, 
and  to  every  gentleman  in  this  House,  of  any 
military  experience,  whether  it  be  possible  that 
these  troops,  during  the  short  time  they  are  to  be 
encamped,  can  acquire  any  knowledge  of  camp 
duty  and  discipline  that  would  be  useful  ? 

It  will  be  recollected  that  these  men  must  be 
commanded  by  militia  officers,  equally  inexperi- 
enced and  unskilful  as  themselves;  officers  who 
have  themselves  to  learn  that  very  duty  and  dis- 
cipline which  they  are  to  teach  to  their  soldiers. 
Is  it  then  to  be  expected,  as  some  gentlemen  ap- 
pear disposed  to  believe,  that  these  troops,  in  this 
term  of  time,  and  under  these  circumstances,  are 


to  become  so  perfect  in -military  duty  and  disci- 
pline as  to  be  useful  patrons  to  the  residue  of  the 
militia  when  they  are  again  incorporated  with 
them? 

It  is  in  my  opinion  idle  to  expect  it.  They 
might,  and  I  think  very  probably  would,  consider 
themselves  of  course  vastly  superior  to  their  fel- 
low-soldiers, and  assume  upon  themselves  airs  of 
distinction  and  consequence,  but  it  would  pre- 
sently be  perceived  that  these  ten-day  veterans 
were  not  such  great  proficients  in  military  sbil 
and  discipline  as  they  fancied  themselves,  and 
they  would  be  more  likely  to  become  objects  of 
contempt  and  ridicule  than  models  of  useful  im- 
itation. 

As  to  the  mode  proposed  by  this  bill,  of  arming 
this  portion  of  the  militia,  I  think  it  liable  to 
many  objections,  but,  as  there  is  one  alone  which 
in  my  mind  is  sufficient,  I  shall  advert  to  no  other. 
That  is,  that  these  arms,  accouuements,  dbc, 
which,  by  these  provisions  of  the  bill,  are  to  be- 
come the  absolute  property  of  these  men  as  a 
compensation  for  their  services,  will  not  probably 
be  retained  by  them,  so  as  to  be  of  any  subsequent 
use  to  the  public,  in  their  hands,  as  a  part  of  the 
militia. 

I  am  the  more  confirmed  in  my  belief  that  these 
men  would  dispose  of  their  arms,  as.  by  the  terms 
of  the  bill,  they  are  authorized  to  do 'because  lam 
satisfied  they  will  go  into  the  hands  of  the  least 
respectable  part  of  the  militia,  and  who  would  be 
the  most  likely  to  part  with  them  as  soon  as  they 
should  have  it  in  their  power. 

Is  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  best  and  most  re- 
spectable class  of  the  militia  would  engage  ia 
this  service?  What  motive  could  they  have? 
Surely  the  most  respectable  part  of  the  militia 
could  not  be  induced  to  engage  in  this  service  by 
pecuniary  considerations.  They  could  be  much 
more  profitably  employed  at  home,  in  the  pursuits 
of  their  own  private  concerns.  Would  they  be 
influenced  by  motives  of  patriotism-*by  a  disin- 
terested regard  for  the  public  good?  Perhaps! 
entertain  too  strong  prejudices  against  this  bill, 
but  I  cannot  persuade  myself  that  any  man  of 
sufficient  sense  and  reflection  to  be  actuated  by 
any  consideration  of  this  nature,  would  ever  en- 
gage as  a  volunteer  in  the  service  which  it  pro- 
r^oses.  Those  men,  if  any,  who  would  be  most 
ikely  to  volunteer  their  services,  would  be  men 
of  that  description  who  would  not  retain  those 
arms,  either  for  their  own  or  the  public  good. 
This  benefit,  therefore,  which  these  gentlemen 
predict  to  result  from  the  passage  of  this  bill" 
that  of  arming  in  a  suitable  manner  this  portion 
of  the  militia — would  never  be  realized. 

Sir,  I  have  stated  some  of  the  most  prominent 
objections  which  present  themselves  to  my  taiw 
against  the  present  bill. 

I  consider  it,  as  I  have  before  remarked,  as  a 
war  measure,  altogether  unnecessary,  and  if  »•• 
cessary  as  such,  not  well  adapted  to  that  object. 
As  a  peace  measure,  vexatious  and  expensive* 
and  calculated  in  its  operation  to  be  productive  oi 
much  more  evil  than  good  to  the  nation. 

Mr.  Pearson  said  that  the  biU  appeared  to 
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him  M>  incorrect  in  prineiple,  and  so  conf\iaed  if 
not  absard  in  detail,  that  he  felt  himself  bound  to 
oppose  it.  Whenever  a  proposition  is  made  to  a 
Legislature,  and  they  are  aboat  to  act  on  it,  the 
first  inquiry  ought  to  be — is  it  necessary  or  not? 
He  said  he  would  ask  gentlemen  who  advocated 
the  bill,  what  is  its  object  ?  What  has  induced 
them  now  to  bring  it  forward  ?  He  supposed  he 
should  be  answered  that  the  President  had  rec- 
ommended a  detachment  of  militia.  Was  this  a 
sufficient  reason  for  going  to  an  expense  of  two 
millions  of  dollars,  and  exciting  unnecessary 
alarms  throughout  the  whole  community  ?  Mr. 
P.  said,  that  to  his  mind,  that  alone  was  not  a 
soffieieoi  reason.  If  we  were  to  have  a  war,  or 
this  bill  was  to  meet  such  an  event,  why  had  the 
House  not  been  told  that  war  was  necessary  ? 
Why  bad  not  particular- reasons  been  mentioned 
why  this  unnecessary  and  expensive  measure 
should  be  adopted  ?  He  said  he  for  one  never 
would  legblate  merely  because  the  Executive' 
had  recommended  it.  If  this  was  the  only  rea- 
son in  favor  of  this- measure,  he  protested  against 
it. 

Mr.  P.  said  he  did  believe  that  there  were  some 
provisioBs  in  this  bill  that  were  unconstitutional ; 
but  as  this  subject  had  been  investigated  whilst 
the  ameDdments  were  under  consideration,  and 
the  principle  had  been  decided  by  the  House,  he 
said  he  would  not  weary  the  patience  of  gentle- 
men by  g<nng  over  the  same  ground  again.  He 
alluded  to  that  provision  which  authorized  the 
Bxecative  to  call  the  volunteers  beyond  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  Sutes.  Notwithstanding 
the  strange  character  which  the  bill  gave  to  the 
volnnteers,  they  must  be  militia  if  they  were  any- 
thing at  all.  The  officers,  who  were  not  to  be 
coBupelled  to  sign  engagements,  must  at  all  events 
be  militiamen,  and  he  apprehended  the  soldiers 
must  partake  of  the  tame  character,  or  else,  when 
they  got  out  of -the  United  States,  they  must  be 
a  par^  of  soldiers  without  officers,  or  there  must 
be  a  new  set  of  officers  ready  to  receive  them 
when  thev  crossed  the  boundary. 

The  bill  was  very  objectionable,  also,  Mr.  P. 
contended,  on  the  ground  of  expense.  No  calcu- 
lation could,  he  apprehended,  be  made,  by  which 
the  expense  of  carrying  this  bill  into  effect  would 
coet  the  United  States  less  than  two  millions  of 
dollars.  The  details  of  the  bill  were,  in  his  ap- 
prehension, so  imperfect,  that  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  make  any  calculation  as  to  expense. 
He  would  suppose,  however,  that  50,000  men. 
one-half  of  the  whole  number  authorized,  would 
volunteer.  As  soon  as  an  individual  signs  an  en- 
gagement, it  is  sent  to  the  Executive  of  the  State. 
As  soon  as  the  engagement  is  thus  sent,  the  per- 
son volunteering  receives  his  arms.  The  arms 
and  accoutrements,  estimated  at  thirteen  dollars 
each,  for  fifty  thousand  men,  will  ainount  to  six 
handled  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  The  rations  for 
the  same  number  ten  days  in  camp,  and  allowing 
only  an  average  of  one  day  for  going  and  one  for 
returning,  will  amount  to  $120,000.  I  suppose 
the  time  of  those  persons  to  be  worth  something. 
Although  it  be  not  money  paid  out  of  the  Trea- 


sury, it .  operates  upon  the  citizen,  and  if  he 
pays  in  service,  the  tax  is  as  great  as  if  so  much 
money  was  actually  taken  from  the  pockets  of 
the  people.  Estimating  the  time  of  each  man  to 
be  worth  fifty  cents  a  day,  the  amount  of  the 
time  of  50,000  men  for  twelve  days  will  be  $300»* 
000.  Taking  also  into  view  the  expense  for  fifty^ 
thousand  volunteers,  to  be  employed  ten  days  in 
each  year  in  camp  duty,  will  be  at  least  one  mil- 
lion of  dollars. 

Let  us  for  a  moment,  said  Mr.  P.,  examine  the 
inconvenience  that  the  people  who  voltrateer  will 
be  put  to.  As  I  observed  before,  every  person 
who  si^ns  an  engagement  will  be  received  by\he 
Executives  of  the  States.  Suppose  only  one 
regiment  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina  should 
volunteer.  There  must  be  a  place  of  rendezvous 
at  some  place  in  that  State.  Suppose  it  to  be  in 
the  centre  of  the  State ;  the  volunteer  will  once 
a  year,  merely  to  perform  camp  duty,  be  marched 
one  hundred  and  fifty  or  two  hundred  miles.  I 
ask  whether  the  individual  will  be  sufficiently 
compensated  for  this  march  of  three  or  four  hun- 
dred miles  by  the  advantage  he  would  gain  in 
ten  days'  encampment.  This  may  be  an  extreme 
case,  but  I  think  it  very  probable  that  in  many 
States  you  will  not  get  more  than  a  regiment  of 
volunteers. 

Again :  During  the  time  they  are  marching,  is 
there  any  provision  to  assist  the  volunteers  in 
carrying  their  rations,  or  any  camp  equipage  pro- 
vided for  ?  None.  These  persons  whilst  march- 
ing to  the  place  of  encampment  are  to  be  exposed 
to  the  inclemencies  of  the  season,  and  when  they 
arrive  at  the  place  of  rendezvous,  will  have  noth- 
ing to  shelter  them.  Would  not  this  be  extraor- 
dinary ?  A  body  of  men  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  without  clothes,  without  a  tent 

fiven  them,  or  a  blanket 'to  lay  on  the  ground  f 
t  cannot  be  expected  that  they  should  volunteer 
under  such  circumstances?  The  only  induce- 
ment I  can  see  for  those  persons  to  volunteer  is, 
that  a  musket  is  to  be  placed  in  their  hands  at  the 
end  of  their  engagement.  In  the  country  from 
which  he  came,  Mr.  P.  said,  that  a  musket  was 
not  of  very  great  value,  and,  according  to  the 
bill,  any  person  dissatisfied  with  the  service  might 
leave  it  and  refuse  to  attend,  without  any  other 
penalty  than  the  forfeiture  to  the  United  States 
of  his  right  to  the  arms.  Was  this  tie  sufficient 
to  bind  the  volunteer  to  an  engagement  which  he 
finds  inconvenient,  and  which  perhaps  he  did  not 
understand  at  the  time  he  made  it?  Mr.  P.  said 
he  believed  not.  Besides,  this  bill  required  that 
if  the  volunteer  failed  to  attend  bis  duty,  tmt- 
formed  according  to  orders,  he  should  lose  his 
musket.  Why.  the  very  uniform  was  infinitely 
more  valuable  than  the  musket  he  was  to  forfeit 
if  he  did  not  appear  in  uniform,  and  it  could 
not,  therefore,  be  ex[)ected  that  the  provisions  of 
the  act  should  be  rigidly  complied  with. 

The  arsenals  would  prove  another  expensive 
item.  Suppose  the  whole  100,000  men  should 
volunteer.  The  commanding  officers  of  regi- 
ments would  have  the  power  of  mustering  them 
by  regiments,  battalions,  or  companies.     The 
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ToluDteers,  eoo^ulting  their  own  eoDYenieiice, 
woakl  probebly  master  in  companies.  At  each 
place  or  muster  or  rendezvous  must  be  an  armorer 
and  an  arsenal.  One  hundred  thousand  men 
would  malre  an  hundred  regiments  and  two  thou- 
sand companies,  and  gentlemen  could  calculate 
•Che  expense.  For  armorers  the  amount  would 
%6  $480,000  annualljT,  or  $960,000  for  the  two 
^ears,  and  for  arsenals  the  amount  would  proba- 
T>ly  be  nearly  as  great.  The  United  States  might 
be  run  to  the  expense  of  tmo  miUiona  of  dollars 
anncially  (including  arms)  for  mustering  these 
Tolirateers  ten  days  in  each  year.  To  him,  Mr. 
P.  said,  this  was  a  very  strange  law  indeed,  and 
these  provisions  could  not  have  been  very  accu- 
rately examined  by  gentlemen  who  reported  the 
bill. 

Another  inconvenience  which  Mr.  P.  said  be 
should  like  to  hear  explained,  was  this:  Suppose 
a  general  of  brigade  should  volunteer  his  servi- 
cfes ;  that  they  should  be  accepted,  and  he  should 
be  called  into  service  for  ten  days ;  would  this 
general  thereby  lose  his  command  in  the  militia, 
or  would  he  command  both  the  militia  and  the 
volunteers  at  the  same  time  1  He  said  he  had 
conversed  with  different  gentlemen,  who  differed 
in  opinion  on  this  subject,  and  he  snould  like  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  to  explain  this  di- 
lemma. 

We  have,  said  Mr.  P.,  several  times  had  requi- 
sUions  of  militia  under  laws  of  the  United  States. 
I  never  havefisund  any  ffood  to  arise  from  them. 
I  have  been  extremely  pleased  that  no  necessity 
existed  for  calling  them  into  service.  I  cannot 
see  any  necessity  for  it  at  this  time,  and  I  know 
that  a  very  great  disadvantage  does  arise  from 
the  draught.  It  excites  general  alarm  throughout 
the  country.  It  always  has  an  effect  upon  the 
price  of  produce.  The  cry  of  war  alarms  the 
country ;  and  the  merchants^  though  they  ma^ 
believe  there  is  nothing  real  in  it,  will  make  it 
serve  as  a  pretence  for  raising  the  price  of  their 
produce. 

Therefore,  as  many  inconveniences  may  arise 
from  the  passage  of  the  bill,  and  I  am  not  in- 
formed of  any  possible  good  to  flow  from  it,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  vote  against  it. 

About  6  o'clock,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  and  the  House  ad- 
journed. 

ToESDAT,  March  20. 

Mr.  FisE,  from  the  Committee  of  Conference 
on  the  census  bill,  reported  that  the  committee 
recommended  that  the  Senate  should  recede  from 
a  part  of  their  amendments,  and  the  House  should 
accept  the  remainder.  With  amendments  thereto. 
^.Tne  report  lies  on  the  Uble. 

Mr.  MoBROw,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Rich- 
ard Tervin,  referred  on  the  30th  November  last ; 
which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  con- 
tained concurrea  in  by  the  House,  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioner  be  permitted  to 
substantiate  his  claims  to  a  donation  certificate, 


and  that  be  pr^uee  the  proof  of  his  cmltivation 
settlement  to  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  Pub- 
lic Moneys  of  the  district  east  of  Pearl  rirer,  ta 
the  Mississippi  Terr  i  tory ,  who  shall  decide  thereoa. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  m,  pttrsnaot  to 
the  said  resolution  $  and  that  the  Committee  on 
the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  saiae. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clay, 

Resolsed^  That  the  Postmaster  General  be  in- 
structed to  report  to  this  House  whether  any,  and 
what,  expedition  may  be  given  to  the  correspond- 
ence between  this  fNace  and  the  seats  of  gor- 
ernment  of  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  by  employing  for  that  purpose  the  pres- 
ent route  to  Orleans;  and  what  would  be  the  prob- 
able expense  of  establishing  connecting  liDC& 
Also,  the  amount  of  money  expended  in  making 
and  clearing  the  road  from  Athens  to  Orleans; 
and  to  furnish  all  the  information  he  possesses  re- 
specting the  present  state  of  the  mail  route  from 
Washington  City,  by  Athens,  to  Orleans. 

Mr.  Stanlet,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  14th  instant,  on  the  petition  of  John  Kerr, 
presented  a  bill  autnorizing  the  discharge  of  John 
Kerr  from  his  imprisoame»t ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  aad  read  tke 
third  time  on  Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  theUeose 
that  the  Senate  concur  with  this  House  in  their 
amendment  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to 
the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  prevent  the  issuiog 
of  sea-letters  except  to  certain  vessels,"  with  an 
amendment;  to  which  they  desire  the  eoncor- 
rence  of  this  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hove 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  their  second,  sixth, 
and  seventh  amendmenu  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'An 
act  providing  for  the  third  census,  or  enuflMct* 
tion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States;"  and 
also  recede  from  their  fourth  amendment  to  the 
said  bill,  with  a  modification^ 

CLAIM  OF  ZETBULON  WADE. 

Mr.  JoBNsoM.  from  the  CoiDmittee  of  Claims, 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Zebuloo  Wade, 
referred  on  the  9th  ultimo;  which  was  read, ^sd 
the  resolution  therein  contained  concnrred  io  by 
the  House.    The  report  is  as  follows: 

That  it  spears  that  the  petittoner  was  a  ssaiasn 
under  the  command  of  William  Pattsrsoo,  on  board  the 
sloop  Despatdi,  and  the  raid  officer  and  all  ths  sesmeo 
were  in  the  service  of  the  United  States ;  and  thst»  on 
the  4th  day  of  March,  1809,  acting  under  the  command 
and  direction  of  the  said  William  Patterson,  on  board 
said  sloop,  the  petitioner  was  severely  wounded  by  the 
discharge  of  said  sloop's  cannon — lost  one  of  bis  thumbs 
and  two  of  his  fingers,  and  almost  the  use  of  his  right 
arm.  He  states  that  he  is  wholly  disabled  and  inca- 
pable of  supporting  his  family  or  himself.  He  prays 
to  be  paid  the  expenses  incurred  in  curing  said  wound, 
and  a  pension. 

Upon  the  subject  of  pensions,  the  laws  and  re^* 
tions  of  the  Gevernment  have  made  provisiotts.  This 
case  is  not  embraced  by  the  Hms  T^gfaih,^g  appiea- 
tions  fiom  the  Army,  nor  by  the  rules  and  regolatians 
of  the  Nary.  The  connhtae  had  only  to  inq<>i>^^ 
ther  this  particular  case  was  sw^  a  obo  ss  sbavid  be 
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_ '  provided  ftor.  It  «pfo«nr  to  jour  ooinimttoe» 
tke  peliftiMier  was  in  the  senioe  of  th«  United 
dtatefl^  and  under  the  ooouiiiAd  of  hiB  proper  officer, 
wImd  he  received  this  wound  ^  but  it  was  in  celebrat- 
ing the  4th  of  March,  as  a  day  of  rejoicing.  However 
the  committee  may  lament  the  misfortune  of  the  peti- 
tionex^  they  do  not  believe  that  the  wound  was  received 
at  sQc^  time  and  in  such  service  as  should  form  an  ex- 
ception, and  require  special  povision  for  the  petitioner. 
They  recommend  the  following  resolution : 

Resohe^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petition  ought  not 
to  be  granted. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 
The  Houae  took  op  the  message  from  the 
SeMite    aBBOonciDg   toeir   adherence   to   their 
aitteadments  to  the  bill  oonceraiDg  commeseial 
iitlereoarae,  dbe. 

Mr.  LiivEKMORB  Boved  that  the  House  recede 
fnND  its  disagreemFeat  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senale. 

Mr.  LjOtb  made  a  motion  wbieh  took  prece- 
denoeof  Mr.  LivBRMoae's,  viz:  to  poatpooe  the 
tother  eeosideratiea  of  the  bill  till  Monday  next. 
It  seemed  probable,  he  said,  from  information 
hldy  receiTcdr  that  some  erents  bad  taken  place 
whieh  would  essentially  alter  the  state  of  things. 
The  sttnetion  of  the  two  Houses  in  relation  to 
eaeh  other  bdag  somewhat  embarrassing,  he  said 
he  w«s  not  d^roos  to  preeipitate  a  decision,, 
especially  when  a  few  duiys  might  produce  a 
^asfe  ia  our  relations  with  the  Mlligerents. 

BAr.  Cook  was  in  faror  of  this  motion,  and  for 
the  reason  which  had  been  givem  He  thought 
it  ireiy  impolitic  to  act  immediaielf  on  this  im- 
portaat  sabjeet,  when  news  was  every  hour  ex- 
peered  which  niiffbt  alter  their  opinions  very 
esaeniiallj.  He  MOQld  be  sorry  to  recister  an 
set  at  this  momeat  which  they  might  be  under 
the  aeeessicy  of  ondoiog  in  a  week. 

Mr.  LtvBRHoaB  said  be  could  not  easily  con- 
ceive why  a  decision  on  this  srubject  should  be 
fofther  postaoned.  Under  the  expeetation  of 
great  news,  this  system  was  continued  from  day 
to  day,  to  the  great  iajnry  of  the  American  peo- 
ple. Qeatlemea  would  ao  doubt  act  on  their 
own  eeavictioss ;  hut  be  hoped  they  would  con- 
sider the  iofbrmataoB  received  from  every  part  of 
the  Union  of  the  public  voice  appealiag  to  Con- 
gnm  to  repeal  the  uon^intercoufBe  law.  Was 
them  any  news  of  war  being  declared  against  us 
by  any  astioo?  He  had,  to  be  sure,  heard  some 
ratnor  of  the  kiad  as  to  Prance,  but  he  placed 
little  faith  in  it.  As  to  Englaad,  he  had  heard 
fron  all  quarters  of  favorable  prospects.  He 
coinpared  this  procrastiaatioa  to  the  punishment 
of  Taatalns  inflicted  ou  merchants.  One  day 
was  held  out  an  expectatioo  oi  a  decision,  and 
when  the  day  came  the  bill  was  again  put  off. 
He  hoped  it  would  now  be  decided. 

The  question  on  postpoaement  to  Monday  next 
was  carried— yeas  62,  nays  5&,  as  follows: 

YsAS— 'Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WiMis  Alston,  ninior, 
WiHiaffl  Anderson,  Borwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John 
Bfswa,  RdMrt  Brown,  William  A.  Bnrwsll,  Joseph 
GaOMmn,  Matthsw  Olay,  John  ClopCon,  Howell  Cobb, 
ham  Co^want  Orchard  Oook,  James  Cos,  William 


C^awfovd,  Richard  Outte,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Besha^ 
Wm.  Findley,  Jona'n  Fisk^Meshack  Franklin,  Oideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Wil- 
liam Helms,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
S.  Mamford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Potter, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smxdi, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wither- 
spoon. 

Nat»— Esekiel  Becoa,  Wm.  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blais* 
deU,  James  Breckenridige,  William  Butler,  John  C.^ 
Chamberlatn,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epapfaroditas  Cham^ 
pioD,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Da- 
venport, jun.,  William  Ely,  Jas.  Emott,  David  S.  Gai^ 
land,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas.  R.  Gold,  Edwia 
Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan., 
William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Jos.  Lewis,  junior, 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  'Samuel  McKee,  Wm.  Milnor, 
Thos.  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quin- 
cy,  Matthias  Richard,  John  Ross,  Daniel  Sheffey ,  Den- 
nis Smelt,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Stnrges,  Jacob  Swoope,  John 
Taylor,  Jabex  Upham,  Nicolas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Killiaa  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Week- 
legr,  Laban  Whei||ton,  and  ExeUel  Whitman. 

DETACHMENT  OP  MILITIA. 

The  engrossed  bill  anthorizing  a  detachment 
of  the  miiilia  of  tbe  United  States  was  read  a 
third  time. 

Mr.  Potter.— -This  hill  is  to  raise  a  voluntary 
and  inToluntary  army  of  one  hundred  thousand 
men,  and  I  am  opposed  to  it,  because  I  think  it  caU 
cnlated  to  do  mueh  injary,  to  cost  mnch  money, 
and  to  do  no  possible  good ;  and  I  should  bt 
pleased  to  be  informed  by  the  friends  of  this  army, 
whether  it  is  for  defence,  offence^  or  if  arms  be 
the  object  ?  If  for  defence,  against  whom  ?  Is 
there  a  gentleman  in  this  House  that  expects  an 
ioTasiott  of  our  territory  ?  I  presume  not.  If  for 
offensife  wa|[^  is  there  one  in  thb  Houie  who 
wishes  sock  a  contest  ?  I  hope  not.  If  we  were 
at  this  time  at  war  with  all  the  world,  we  should 
not  want  such  an  army  as  this.  Qreat  BricaiA 
has  no  men  to  spare  to  send  here  to  invade  our 
territory ;  and  if  she  had,  she  would  know  better 
than  to  do  it.  And  if  France  was  ever  so  much 
disposed  to  send  an  army  into  this  country,  it 
would  be  in  vain — she  could  not  send  them.  If 
therefore  there  is  not  the  least  prospect  of  an  in- 
vaisiott,  and  the  Qovernment  are  not  ditpoeed  to 
declare  war,  where  is  tbe  necessity  for  this  army? 
But  it  is  said,  that  this  is  not  a  standing  army  ; 
that  it  is  only  an  army  of  volunteers  and  detached 
militia.  I  have  always  understood  that  volun- 
teers enter  into  an  army  to  do  eertain  senrioee, 
without  signing  an  agreement  for  a  certain  time, 
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or  receiTiog  any  boooty ;  but  that  as  soon  as  a 
man  signs  an  enlistment  for  a  certain  time,  and 
receives  his  bountjr,  from  that  time  he  ceases  to 
have  any  will  of  his  own.  until  his  time  expires. 
He  becomes  a  regular  soldier  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  to  be  shot  or  hune,  or  otherwise  pun- 
ished, according  to  martial  law.  It  would  seem, 
by  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  that  each  volun- 
teer must  sign  an  engagement  to  serve  the  Uni- 
ted States  accordinp^  to  the  provision  of  this  act ; 
and  as  soon  as  he  is  called  into  actual  service, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  he  shall 
be  subject  to  the  rules  and  orders  of  war,  and  that 
he  can  be  called  into  the  service  of  the  United 
States  to  any  place  out  of  its  jurisdiction  not  be- 
yond sea ;  and,  bv  the  5th  section,  that  when  the 
return  of  such  volunteer  shall  be  made  to  the  De- 
partment of  war,  each  non-commissioned  officer 
and  private  shall  be  furnished  by  the  United 
States  with  a  musket,  &c.,  in  complete  order. 
These  two  sections,  providing  for  the  enlistment 
and.  bounty,  taken  by  themselves,  the  man  hav- 
ing enlisted  and  having  received  his  gun  as  a 
bounty,  would  make  a  complete  regular  soldier 
of  him,  and  he  would  be  obliged  to  serve  his  time 
out.  But  when  you  examine  the  sixth  section 
which  provides  for  the  ten  days'  annual  encamp- 
ment, if  not  called  into  actual  service,  you  then 
find  the  penalty  for  not  obeying  orders,  which  de- 
clares if  any  non-commissioned  officer  or  private 
shall  fail  to  attend  and  perform  his  duty,  either 
in  the  camp  or  in  actual  service^  whenever  called 
upon,  or  shall  fail  to  appear  without  being  uni- 
formed according  to  orders,  without  a  satisfactory 
excuse  to  the  commanding  officer,  his  arms  shall 
revert  to  the  United  States.  If  therefore  one  of 
those  men,  when  called  to  do  caiAp  duty,  should 
appear  without  a  uniform,  when  the  law  does  not 
require  it,  nor  furnish  him  with  any  clothing, 
until  he  is  called  into  actual  service,  he  is  to  for- 
feit his  f  un  for  not  appearing  in  his  uniform  be- 
fore he  IS  furnished  with  it  by  the  United  States 
or  made  his  duty  to  furnish  himself  with  it.  By 
the  fourth  section  he  is  entitled  to  receive  his  gun 
immediately  after  return  is  made  of  his  name; 
if  he  should  refuse  to  do  this  camp  duty,  you 
have  no  power  to  control  his  person ;  the  only 
penalty  is  the  reversion  of  the  gun ;  you  there- 
fore dispossess  yourselves  of  the  gun,  and  have 
no  control  over  the  person  or  the  arms;  your 
only  remedjr  for  the  arms  would  be  by  suit,  if  they 
should  refuse  to  re-deliver  them,  to  recover  their 
Taloe. 

It  would  seem,  by  the  7th  and  8th  sections,  that 
those  guns  were  not  to  be  delivered  according  to 
the  provisions  of  the  5th  section,  but  that  they 
should  be  deposited  in  arsenals,  rented  for  that 
purpose  by  the  commanding  officer,  in  the  care 
of  an  armorer  to  be  appointed  and  paid  for  keep- 
ing the  same  in  good  order,  to  be  delivered  out  to 
the  several  companies  of  volunteers  either  to  be 
instructed  in  camp  duty  and  discipline  or  when 
called  into  actual  service  the  arms.,  dtc.,  to  be- 
come their  property ;  provided,  that  before  such 
▼ol)mteer  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  his  gun,  dbc. 
he  shall  produce  from  the  commanding  officer  of 


his  regiment  a  certificate,  that  he  has  performed 
the  service  required  by  his  engagement.    It  will 
therefore  seem  by  the  4tb  and  5tb  sections  of  this 
bill,  that  the  soldier  had  enlisted  and  received  bis 
bounty  and  was  bound  to  do  duty  ;  but  by  the  6th, 
7th  and  8th  sections  it  was  entirely  optional  with 
him ;  if  he  performed  the  service  he  is  to  have 
his  pay,  and  if  he  did  not,  there  is  nothing  bind- 
ing on  either  side.    Let  us  now  pursue  and  ex- 
amine those  volunteers  in  the   performance  of 
their  camp  duty.    Who  is  to  command?    And 
by  what  law?    As  soon  as  they  volunteer  they 
are  no  looker  under  the  command  of  the  com- 
mon militia  officer,  and  they  are  not  subject  to 
the  articles  and  rules  of  war,  by  the  4ih  section, 
until  they  are  called  into .  actual  service.    So 
that  you  give  a  bounty  to  the  volunteers  for  do* 
ing  nothing,  while  the  militia  are  obliged  to  arm 
themselves  at  their  own  expense,  and  do  all  the 
duty  for  nothing.    All  this  may  be  right  and 
proper,  but  if  it  is,  I  must  confess  I  have  not  ca- 
pacity sufficient  to  discover  it.    I  will  leave  it  to 
the  honorable  Chairman  who  reported  this  bill, 
he  being  a  military  man,  and  this  of  course  a 
new  kind  of  armv,  to  reconcile  to  himself  what 
appears  to  me  defects  and  inconsistencies  in  this 
bill.    The  other  part  of  this  army  that  are  called 
militia  are  detached  for  nine  months,  without 
any  bounty  or  arms,  and  they  are  as  regular  sol- 
diers for  that  time  as  any  of  our  standing  armf. 
We  find  fault  with  the  English  for  impressing 
their  seamen  in  time  of  war,  hut  here  we  draught 
or  detach  our  men  for  nine  months  in  timeoi 
peace ;  and  it  is  no  consolation  to  a  man  that  be 
was  draughted ;  he  goes  as  much  against  his  will  as 
though  he  had  been  impressed  in  the  first  instance. 
If  you  want  more  men,  enlist  them.    If  anything 
is  meant  by  this  bill  more  than  the  former  de- 
tachments having  the   same    title,  the  people 
will  be  deceived,  and  if  not,  it  is  a  useless  ex- 
pense.   This  detaching  and  encamping  will  be 
attended  with  many  evils  and  bad  consequences, 
and  will  disturb  the  minds  of  the  people  verf 
much.  The  common  trainings,  that  last  only  one 
day,  serve  to  corrupt  the  morals  of  the  incautions 
^outh  very  much,  and  improve  them  very  little 
in  the  art  of  war.    This  encamping  will  be  a 
pernicious  thing;  it  will  be  a  school  for  vice  and 
immoralitv;   it  will  be  a  new  thing  in  maajr 
places  and  parts  of  the  country;  it  will  collect 
many  idle  and  dissipated  people  together ;  it  will 
be  the  means  of  a  general  suspension  of  labor  in 
many  places  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  camps 
for  a  part  of  the  ten  days  at  least.    The  officer 
will  have  no  power  to  control  the  soldier.    The 
soldier  will  be  released  from  the  common  militia 
law,  and  they  are  not  amenable  to  the  articles 
and  orders  of  war,  until  they  are  called  into  ac- 
tual service.   In  this  situation,  and  under  all  these 
circumstances,  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  religi- 
ous camp  meeting  to  succeed  the  military ;  as,  ac- 
cording to  a  saying  of  the  greatest  personage  that 
ever  was  upon  earth,  who  said  that  he  did  not 
come  to  call  the  righteous,  but  sinners,  to  repent- 
ance, opening  a  great  field  for  a  man  of  piety  ana 
talents  to  exercise  his  ingenuity  in  preaching  to 
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tiMM  people  in  order  to  correct  and  reinstate  their 
aiiiMb. 

We  are  m  do  fear  of  an  invasion,  and  we  ought 
oot  to  go  to  war  for  territory.    • 

If  arms  is  the  object  of  this  bill^  and  the  South- 
ern people  are  not  as  well  armed  as  the  Northern, 
we  ire  all  of  one  great  family,  let  us  distribute 
arms  to  the  seYerai  States,  according  to  the  num- 
ber of  the  militia.  Ana  if  unfortunately  we 
should  ever  be  invaded  at  any  point,  we  should 
not  want  for  men  to  use  them.  It  would  not  be 
asked  to  whal  party  a  man  belonged,  or  what 
nation  had  invaded  us.  The  militia,  on  such  an 
oeeasioD,  would  cheerfully  turn  out  and  do  their 
doty,  aad  keep  the  field  until  they  could  be  re- 
lieved by  regular  troope. 

The  militia  are  generally  composed  of  poor 
men,  whoee  burdens  are  already  more  than  they 
ought  to  be,  and  but  a  few  of  that  class  get  ex- 
empt from  military  duty  by  offices,  and  I  believe 
that  they  do  not  own  the  one  hundreth  nart 
of  the  property  in  the  United  States.  Why 
then  should  they  do  all  this  duty  to  defend  it? 
It  DOW  costs  a  poor  man  about  fifteen  dollars 
to  equip  himself,  and  if  he  has  sons,  it  costs  him 
as  Boen  more  for  them,  besides  all  their  time  at 
thuoings,  which  is  a  poor  man's  estate.  If  a  man 
has  property  beyond  the  comfortable  support  of 
hit  family,  with  that  surplus,  he  can  pay  a  tax 
without  feeling  any  injury  froih  it^  and  add  to 
his  property.  If  be  has  but  a  scanty  support  for 
his  family,  all  you  take  from  him  you  take  from 
their  real  necessities. 

If  he  has  no  property  and  depends  upon  his 
daily  labor  for  the  support  of  a  young  and  help- 
less family,  every  dav  you  call  such  a  man  out  of 
basioess  yon  injure  his  family ;  his  time  is  their 
luroort  and  dependance. 

What  is  to  become  of  such  a  family,  if  the 
head  should  be  detached  and  sent  ofi*  for  nine 
months?  Mis  p^  will  barely  support  himself, 
he  will  have  nothing  to  leave  with  them  but  his 
pwyeis. 

1  am  not  opposed  to  this  bill  because  it  appears 
to  be  a  favorite  measure  of  the  Administration. 
I  am  against  it,  because  I  think  it  will  do  much 
harm  and  do  possible  good,  because  it  will  put 
the  nation  to  £reat  expense  and  inconvenience 
for  nothing.  Those  gentlemen  who  think  it  an 
advisable  aod  beneficial  measure  will  support  it 
from  the  best  of  motives,  and  as  I  cannot  con- 
sider it  in  that  view,  I  shall  oppose  it.  B*ut  if  I 
wished  to  injure  the  present  Administration,  and 
wu  influenced  by  no  other  motives.  I  would  re- 
main silent,  and  would  not  prevent  the  passage 
of  it  if  in  my  power — but  viewing  the  operation 
of  this  bill  as  I  do,  I  cannot  remain  silent,  with- 
out doing  all  in  my  power  to  prevent  its  passage. 
If  I  considered  it  merely  in  a  party  point  of  view 
I  should  wish  it  to  pass ;  I  should  not  say,  as  was 
ttid  on  another  occasion,  "O  that  mine  enemy 
would  write  a  book !" — but  I  should  wish  one  or 
two  such  laws  as  this  passed  and  enforced.  In 
that  case,  the  people,  I  believe^  would  soon  re- 
lieve thenaselves  from  a  repetition  of  the  like 
eriL  ' 


I  am  against  all  kind  of  armies  in  a  Govern* 
ment  like  ours,  except  the  common  militia,  un- 
less on  the  greatest  necessity.  We  began  by  a 
small  standing  army — the  people  would  not  bear 
an  increase  of  it — then  we  resorted  to  a  large 
detached  army.  Now  we  ar^  to  have  a  lars^e 
volunteer  and  detached  militia  army;  a  little 
better  armed  and  more  energetic.  If  this  should 
be  found  not  to  answer  the  expectation  of  mili- 
tary men,  and  we  should  hereafter  have  a  Presi- 
dent of  more  military  habits,  the  next  change 
will  be  a  large  standing  array.  And  this  is  the 
way  that  republicanism  gradually  slides  into  mil- 
tary  despotism.  I  am  against  them  ail,  call  them 
by  as  pleasant  names  as  you  please.  I  find  man- 
kmd  about  the  same.  Give  them  power  aod  they 
generally- go  to  the  extent  of  it,  if  they  do  not 
abuse  it.  Give  them  money  and  they  generally 
spend  it  all  and  want  to  borrow.  And  give  al- 
most any  Administration  a  large  army  and  navy 
and  a  full  treasury^  and  but  a  small  minority  to 
oppose  them,  and  in  my  opinion  they  will  soon 
have  the  country  in  war. 

When  I  consider  that  the  men  to  be  raised  by 
this  bill  may  be  sent  to  New  Orleans,  it  brings  to 
my  mind  melancholy  reflections  respecting  the 
fiite  of  our  army  in  that  country  the  last  Summer. 
If  the  situation  of  that  |>lace  required  that  army 
for  its  defence  at  that  time,  and  as  there  were 
according  to  the  last  returns,  out  of  2,250  men, 
only  about  420  officers  and  men  fit  for  duty,  it 
may  be  possible  that  a  part  of  these  men  may  be 
required  for  the  same  service.  I  have  in  my  hand 
two  letters  describing  the  situation  and  sufferings 
of  that  army,  which  I  will  read,  so  that  the  House 
may  see  what  is  publicly  reported  to  have  been 
their  sufferings.  [The  tollowing  is  one  of  the  ex- 
tracts alluded  to: 

"CiFCimrATi,  Ohio,  Dee.  20. 
Extract  of  a  letter  firom  a  gentleman  of  the  first  re- 
spectability, to  his  oorrespondent  in  this  place  dated 
Fort  Adams,  Oct  10,  1809. 

**  The  troops  whidi  were  stationed  before  New  Or- 
leans, during  the  Summer,  have  just  passed  this  place 
on  their  way  to  Washington,  (Mississippi  Territory,) 
and  a  more  miserable  set  of  beings  I  never  beheld. 
Oat  of  S,000  men,  which  were  mastered  at  New  Or- 
leans last  Spring,  there  are  now  between  six  and  seven 
hundred  d<nd ;  and  those  that  remain  are  a  set  of  rag- 
ged, jqualid  creatures,  hardly  able  to  crawl  along  vrith 
a  musket  on  their  shoulder.  The  sick  which  they  left 
in  the  hospital  at  this  place,  on  their  way  up,  present 
the  most  dreadful  spectacle  of  human  wretchedness 
and  misery  I  ever  saw  in  my  life.  Figure  to  yourself 
about  120  beings,  in  the  last  stage  of  the  dysentery 
and  scurvy,  tumbled  into  open  rooms  on  the  floor, 
many  of  them  without  shirts  or  blankets ;  and  almost 
all  vrithout  shoes  or  socks,  and  vrithout  fire — and  the 
attendants  which  were  left  with  them  actually  un- 
able to  bury  the  dead,  for  the  first  few  days,  being 
barely  convalescent  themselves.  Somebody  must  be 
blameable  for  the  situation  of  the  additional  army  in 
this  country — they  have  been  exposed  to  the  fatality  of 
the  climate  below,  without  either  sufficiency  of  clothing, 
or  skilfiil  surgeons,  or  hospital  stores.'*] 

I  have  not  read  these  letters  for  the  purpose  of 
criminating  any  person ;  but  they  appear  to  be 
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eorroboialed  by  the  ttuVbom  facts  coolained  iD 
the  report  to  the  Secretary  at  War^  when  I  see 
that  in  about  fi7e  or  six  months,  such  an  army  is 
reduced  by  sickness,  death,  and  desertion,  to  so 
smali  a  number,  and  that  about  seven  hundred  of 
them  are  dead ;  and  i  find  by  the  returns  that 
sixteen  commissioned  officers  have  resigned  their 
breath,  fifty-one  have  resigned  their  commissions 
to  save  their  lives,  and  thftt  six  have  been  dis- 
missed by  court  martial,  who  I  suppose  have  lost 
their  hooor  and  saved  their  lives.  Noir,  sir,  as  I 
have  great  reason  to  believe  from  the  great  mor- 
tality, sickness,  desertion  and  resignation,  that 
these  people  have  been  neglected  and  treated 
with  great  inhumanity  and  abuse,  I  never  will  vote 
to  raise  another  soldier  unless  this  country  should 
be  actually  invaded,  until  the  cause  of  all  this 
misery  and  wretchedness  is  properly  investigate; 
and  for  the  honor  of  the  United  States,  I  would 
hope  that  it  will,  turn  out  to  be  a  calamity  that 
could  not  be  avoided ;  and  if  it  should  turn  out 
otherwise,  the  author  of  all  this  misery  ought  to 
be  dismissed  from  office,  and  punished  with  ffreat 
severity.  I  had  been  in  hopes  from  the  solemn 
and  impressive  manner  that  this  subject  was 
first  brought  before  the  House  by  the  c^entleman 
from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Nbwtok,)  which  was  the 
Cleans  of  appointing  an  investigating  committee, 
that  we  should  have  had  a  report  before  this  time. 
But  I  presume  they  will  do  their  duty.  That 
committee  and  this  House,  in  that  reject,  have  a 
solemn  and  imperious  duty  to  perform,  which 
they  owe  to  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  to  the 
remnant  of  that  unfortunate  and  miserable  army, 
to  their  countrv,  their  consciences  and  their  God. 
It  is  said  by  the  gentleman  from  Peamylvania 
(Mr.  Smilie)  that  this  army  is  to  be  composed 
of  the  best  materials  and  blood  of  the  country ; 
for  my  part,  I  will  never  agree  that  the  best 
blood  or  any  blood  of  my  constituenis  shttll  go  to 
maaure  the  bogs  smd  ftas  of  the  Mississippi. 

When  I  take  another  view  of  the  probable  use 
of  this  army,  an4  consider  ihat  it  may  be  mttde 
use  of  in  ofieiisive  war  against  Canada,  and  that 
it  ia  to  be  kept  up  and  beconae  a  regular  system 
for  twenty  years,  to  storm  a  bulwark,  as  I  un4er- 
atoed  the  geotleman  from  New  Jersey  (  Mr.  So<rp«- 
ABo)  to  say,  and  that  with  them  he  would  cross 
the  lines  and  annex  Canada  to  this  country— when 
I  hear  so  ranch  of  this  patriotic  Canadian  fire,  it 
leads  me  to  think  immediately  of  the  defenceless 
situation  of  the  Stale  that  I  help  feebly  to  repre- 
ient,  and  that  as  soon  as  the  time  shall  arrive  that 
we  should  make  any  attack  on  Canada  or  Que- 
bec, that  the  best  part  of  that  State  must  again 
fyill  a  sacrifice  to  the  English,  who  can,  with  a 
fleet,  take  possession  of  it  when  they  please;  and  I 
would  not  ^ive  one  hundred  acres  of  it  for  the 
whole  province  of  Nova  Seolia  for  me  to  live  on. 

The  best  part  of  that  State  was  in  posaessioii 
of  the  enemy  the  greater  part  of  the  last  war. 
They  praveri  very  bad  tenants;  they  bwrnt  oar 
houses  and  out  down  our  orchards,  and  neither 
paid  rent  or  damages.  Notwitltstanding  all  this, 
that  State  furnished  as  many  contineaial  troops 
aa  any  State  in  the  Union  in  proportion  to  liheir 


numbers;  and  aueh  wove  ite  extrtioos^  that  wbaa 
the  war  was  over,  it  was  in  debt  several  huiadred 
thousand  dollars,  ineutred  in  eoaae^Qenoe  of  the 
war,  having  this  debt  to  pay  and  its  Gov-ernmeat 
to  support  bv  direct  tasation,  deriving  no  bemefit 
from  the  wild  and  unsettled  lands  ia  the  United 
States  which  were  preserved  as  well  by  the  ex- 
ertions of  that  State  as  by  those  who  have  been 
exclusively  benefitted  by  iketXL  Nor  was  Rhode 
island  so  fortunate  in  the  assumptioa  of  the 
State  debts  as  to  have  th\s  debt,  inearred  ia  con- 
sequence of  the  war,  assamed  fur  them,  while 
other  States  had  considerable  suitks  assumed  for 
them  upon  a  supposition  that  they  had  advanced 
more  than  their  proportion,  and  udob  a  fiaal  set- 
tlement  they  were  found  in  debt,  aad  would 
neither  refund  the  sum  that  was  aseamed  lor 
them  or  pay  the  balance  thus  reported  agaiast 
them. 

Many  gentlemen  who  talk  strong  for  wai^if 
we  should  have  one.  from  their  Icml  situatusa 
would  hear  but  little  of  it ;  nor  could  they  he 
much  injured  by  it ;  while  those  places  that  aie 
the  more  exposed,  such  as  the  State  that  I  repre- 
sent, must  be  defended  and  guarded,  if  at  ail,  I 
suppose  by  torpedoes.  And  if  they  should  act 
prove  a  sufficient  protection,  and  our  towas  aad 
bouses  on  the  seacoast  should  be  buml,  we  niist 
then  move  back  into  the  country  and  live  ia  ths 
log  houses  of  some  large  landholder,  or  be  that 
up  in  some  large  manufacturing  esUkhlishmeot 
to  work  for  our  living. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Jersey  (Mr.  SouTHAan)  that  the  Governor 
of  Canada  has  made  a  war  speech.  That  gca* 
tleman  has  no  occasion  to  be  alarmed,  for  in  that 
kind  of  warfare  we  are  able  to  contend  with  all 
the  world.  And  we  are  the  last  nation  that  ought 
to  be  frightened  into  unnecessary  expenees  ly 
high-toned  speeches,  let  them  come  from  where 
they  may.  By  what  I  have  hArd  of  his  speech 
it  was  only  calculated  to  calm  tW  fears  of  the 
Canadians,  and  to  persuade  them  not  to  be  flight- 
ened  at  our  war  speeches)  by  telling  them  tiiat 
war  did  not  depend  so  muck  upon  those  speeches 
as  upon  the  moderation  of  His  Migesty.  I  pN- 
sume  if  we  will  let  them  aloae  oa  the  laad,  th«y 
will  us. 

I  am  against  this  detsehing,  Sat  ma*y  leaseBs 
that  have  great  weight  oa  my  miad.  In  the 
State  of  Rhode  Island  we  have  fifteen  or  twei^y 
independent  companies,  composed  oC  some  of  the 
first  and  most  active  men  in  the  State,  ^nd  to 
their  honor  be  it  said,  that  they  are  not  oxcel^ 
by  any  companies  oi  any  kiiid  in  the  Uniitd 
States.  They  have  been  at  very  great  expease 
in  arming,  disciplining,  and  uninformiag  tHeiQ- 
selves,  and  are  ready  at  a  mementos  waratag  to 
do  their  duty,  but  they  will  not  turn  out  and  be 
encamped  twenty  days  for  the  sake  of  a  goOf  ^ 
to  be  disciplined  by  those  who  do  not  know  m 
much  about  it  as  they  do.  And  if  you  dtiacn 
them  and  take  tkem  from  their  companies  it  wiU 
be  the  means  of  breaking  them  up.  It  has  at* 
ready  injured  them  very  much  aad  put  them  to 
great  expense,  and,  as  they  are  in  the  most  93f 
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ftttd  parte  of  tbe  Stale,  it  is  of  kajportaBee  to  en- 
eooraf  e  and  not  disooarafl^  tbem.  Many  men 
^etaehed  firooi  the  OMlitia^  irbo  may  think  there 
maj  be  more  meant  than  is  really  intended,  will 
ht  iwpoaed  mpoa  and  p«t  to  great  eixptms9  in 
firing  aome  person  to  take  their  place. 

The  qoakere  <a  friends  mast  suffer  Tf  ry  moeh 
hf  the  Qpcratioos  of  ihis  law,  their  .peraonal  ser- 
Tsce  must  be  had,  and  they  made  tnbjeet  to  mai^ 
tial  law;  their  petaons  ouinot  be  exempt  by  fines 
ar  oommatatton,  as  from  the  common  militia  duty 
im  the  Slate  of  Rhode  IslaDd ;  seme  of  these  peo- 
^  in  tiie  eoontry  that  I  lire  i a  are  in  favor  of 
she  pnsent  Admicbtration,  beeause,  they  sap- 
pote  them  againat  war.  This  law  will  operate 
^Mtpeffiely  iiard  apon  that  society,  and  I  wish  it 
was  ia  my  power  to  reUere  them  from  this  mil- 
itary persecotion,  which  will  be  very  io|arious  to 
them,  'aad  the  pablic  can  dertre  »o  kind  of  ben- 
eit  from  U.  As  a  society,  with  few  eorceptiooe, 
•they  are  aaach  and  T«ry  descrredly  respected; 
aa«itiseas  and  memhces  of  the  community,  peace* 
able  mk4  kidastrtons. 

Bmtj  geatlemen  say,  that  the  minority  find  fault 
faecawe  the  natioa  is  not  protected,  and  their 
itghca  reepeeled,  and  oppose  erery  measure  that 
w  -majority  attempt  tot  that  parpoae.  We  do 
BOt  findfaalt  beeawe  yaa  do  not  protect  oar  com- 
mcvee.  We  know  it  cannot  be  done  with  what 
ahi|Mi  we  hare ;  but  we  ind  fruult  with  the  Ad- 
miniatration  ibr  restraining  and  embarrassing  it 
whan  they  know  it  is  out  of  their  power  to  pro- 
-lectk. 

Amd  as  it  reapects  the  opposition  of  the  miaor- 
Hy  to  the  measures,  that  they  consider  rutnons 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  country,  jou  must  ex- 
poet  it  We  would  help  tbe  Admtnistration  to 
laaraoe,  reriae,  and  correct  what  we  consider  their 
former  errors.  This  great  anxiety  to  do  some- 
ftfatog  is  always  attended  with  bad  consequences. 
I  have  always  eoosideeed  it  a  very  fortunate  te^- 
wtam  of  Coi^eaa,  vwder  any  Admiatstration,  for 
tbem  to  meet  and  revise  their  former  acts,  and 
lepeal  and  ameiui  them,  when  and  where  they 
were  foimd  from  espericBCe  to  need  it,  and  sepa- 
fateiwithootdoing.mach  other  business  than  mak- 
taff^e  neeeasary  appropnatioiis. 

We  cannot  protect  our  commerce  without  an 
immeaae  fleet,  and  <I  hare  always  been  of  opin- 
ion that  such  an  one  cannot  be  built,  manned, 
mpd  supported  in  this  eoimtpy,  unless  by  impres- 
aicMs  or  oppressions.  Yon  most  either  impress 
mea  to  man  your  ships  for  almost  nothing,  or  you 
«uist  give  them  such  wages^to  induce  them  to  en- 
ter on  board  as  would  oppress  the  whole  nation 
ID  pay  them.  In  this  I  differ  from  many  of  my 
political  frieikis  and  many  of  my  cooatituenta. 
Bot  I  most  be  permitted  to  act  according  to  my 
owa  judgment.  I  would  hare  a  fewahips  for  the 
Mediterranean  aeiTtce.  Our  Minister  raonld  go 
abroad,  and  retarn  home  in  a  ressei  of  war — a 
gnaboat  at  least,  and  not  in  a  trdding  coffee  ship. 

We  have  been  a  isvored  nation  in  many  re- 
wpeetS;  and  a  very  unfortunate  one  tn  many  otners. 
For  many  years  past  we  have  been  a  nation  of 
experimenu  and  aubatitutes.    In  respect  to  our 


Navy,  we  began  by  building  frigates ;  then  we 
got  timber  to  build  seventy 4bttrs ;  and  we  have 
gone  through  every  kind  and  grade,  even  down  to 
l^unboats,  and  all  we  hear  about  gunboats  now 
IS,  that  it  costs  us  about  sixtv-four  thousand  dxA- 
lars  a  year  to  take  care  of  those  that  are  not  in 
use.  Now  torpedoes  are  all  the  rage,  the  use  of 
which  is  to  succeed  the  necessity  of  ships  or  even 
gunboats. 

We  began  (mr  commercial  warfare  with  non- 
importation, for  which  we  substituted  embargo, 
for  which  we  substituted  non^interconrse,  which 
is  aereed  by  all  parties  to  be  very  injurious  and 
ought  to  be  repealed,  and  it  has  been  continued 
ail  Winter,  and  all  the  commerce  and  enterprise 
of  the  nation  suspended  ior  its  friends  if  it  has 
any  to  find  another  substitute,  as  it  will  not  by 
any  means  answer  to  let  this  restrictive  system 
ma  out  for  fear  there  would  be  an  end  to  legisla- 
tion on  that  subject 

We  began  by  a  standing  army ;  then  a  laiga 
paper  detached  army.  Tbe  present  are  to  be  eiH 
listed  voluateers,  to  be  armed  aikd  encamped. 

If  you  want  to  add  to  your  army  you  ought  to 
enlist  them.  If  you  want  militia  to  do  the  duty 
aaaigned  them  by  the  Constitation^-to  enforce  your 
laws,  quell  insurrections,  and  repel  invasion,  arm 
them,  and  they  wrll  do  their  doty.  You  cannot 
carry  the  militia  out  of  the  United  States  by  tha 
Constitution.  If  the  Constitution  gives  that  power 
you  woi^d  not  want  a  law  to  that  effect^  and  if  it 
does  not,  any  law  that  you  may  make  will  be  un- 
coaatitutional  and  not  binding*  But,  sir,  wbe»- 
ever  that  time  shall  come,  that  we  have  an  army 
of  one  hundred  and  ten  thousand  men  at  the  coa»- 
mand  of  a  President,  and  perhaps  one«  of  more 
martial  ambition  than  the  present,  our  Coostit»- 
tion  will  gradually  lose  its  virtue,  and  will  only 
answer  for  us  to  read  and  see  what  we  have  been. 
I  have  always  belonged  to  the  militia,  until  ex- 
cused by  my  age,  and  stood  my  chance  in  the  laat 
detachments,  and  have  always  been  ready  to  peiw 
form  that  daty  whenever  caUed  upon.  My  prac- 
tical republicanism  never  would  permit  me  to 
obtain  a  travelling  title,  for  the  mirpose  of  excus- 
ing myself  from  that  service.  But  if  I  had  aup- 
pcwed  that  the  Constitution  could  have  been  so 
constfued  as  to  hare  authorised  the  detaching 
or  impressioff  the  militia  ikur  nine  months'  regular 
service,  and  that  I  could  have  been,  for  that  length 
of  time,  enoamped  at  New  Orleans,  or  on  the 
snow,  in  Canada,  or  before  tbe  walls  of  GloebeQ, 
it  would  have  put  me  to  thinking  very  seriously 
at  least. 

I  have  a  very  serious  objectitn  to  this  army,  on 
account  of  the  expense.  If  the  whole  of  those 
men  enlist,  their  guns,  d^.  will  be  worth  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  at  leaat,  and  if  they  encamp,  the 
tweaty  days  in  two  years,  tbe  pay  and  rations 
with  tbe  tents  and  camp  equipage,  with  the  ex- 
pense of  tranaporting  thoae  things,  altogether  will 
be  equal  to  a  dollar  a  day,  for  a  roan,  including 
officer  and  soldier,  which  will  make  two  milLiona 
of  dollars  more.  Add  to  this  the  expenses  of  your 
armorers,  and  the  rent  of  your  arsenals,  if  you 
have  five  himdred  jnen  encamped  in  a  placei  you 
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must  have  two  hundred  encampments,  and  as 
many  armorers,  and  arsenals.  And  if  you  don't 
have  more,  some  of  the  men  must  travel  a  great 
distance.  Thes^  expenses  must  all  be  incurred' 
by  this  bill,  provided  they  should  never  be  called 
into  actual  service. 

We  now  have  but  little  money,  and  our  revenue 
is  for  the  want  of  commerce  dwindled  to  almost 
nothing.  It  is  therefore  improper,  under  such 
circumstances,  to  increase  our  expenses,  which 
will  compel  us  to  lay  additional  duties  and  bur-% 
dens  on  the  people;  who  already  have  enough 
to  do. 

A  few  days  since,  while  in  my  seat,  thinking 
how  long  we  had  been  here,  and  how  little  we  had 
done,  and  how  much  we  had  cost  the  nation,  my 
attention  was  called  very  agreeably  to  a  speech 
of  a  gentleman  on  my  left,  from  Virginia,  (Mr. 
Eppes,}  describing  the  great  wealth  of  the  IJnited 
States,  8ayin(^  that  they  had  a  solid  capital  often 
hundred  millions  of  dollars.  This  immediately 
raised  my  spirits  very  much,  thinking  if  that  was 
the  case,  a  few  millions  of  dollars  squandered  away 
would  scarcely  be  missed;  but  when  I  heard  that 
(gentleman  describe  this  wealth,  and  inform  us 
in  what  it  consisted,  and  that  it  was  in  an  un- 
saleable and  unproductive  wilderness,  I  must  con- 
fess  I  again  felt  the  necessity  of  economy.  I  have 
always  been  pleased  to  hear  that  gentleman ;  he 
speaks  feelingly,  and  generally  with  a  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject ;  but,  as  1  hope  he  never  has 
been  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  borrowing  money, 
he  may  not  know  quite  as  much  on  that  subject 
as  some  gentlemen  who  have  experienced  the  ill 
effects  of  it. 

I  presume,  sir,  that  it  is  on  the  credit  of  this 
unproductive  wilderness,  that  we  are  to  borrow 
money  to  build  and  man  ships,  raise  and  support 
armies  and  to  carry  on  war. 

•  It  is  with  a  government,about  borrowing  money, 
as  with  an  individual.  As  long  as  there  is  ability 
to  pay  this  interest  punctually,  and  the  principal  in 
a  reasonable  time,  your  credit  will  continue.  But 
if  you  cannot  pay  the  interest,  your  revenue  having 
failed  ;  if  you  depend  upon  borrowing  to  support 

government — to  support  armies  and  navies,  and 
ave  no  income  to  meet  those  expenses,  the  stock 
of  the  United  States  will  soon  be  below  par,  and 
your  credit  \b  at  an  end.  If  we  borrow,  putting 
a  nominal  value  on  our  land,  as  our  credit  fails, 
our  creditors  will  have  some  hand  in  fixing  the 
price.  The  value  of  this  land  depends  entirely 
upon  the  commercial  prosperity  of  the  United 
States,  and  it  oueht  not  to  be  sold  and  sacrificed 
until  that  prospenty  is  again  restored.  If  we  get 
into  war,  our  floating  capital  must  be  had  at  some 
rate  or  other  to  carry  it  on.  Our  young  men  will 
go  into  the  Army  and  Navy ;  and,  if  we  cannot 
import  foreign  manufactures,  many  of  them  must 
go  into  manufacturing  establishmants.  That  in- 
stead of  this  new  land  being  saleable,  it  will  re- 
duce the  value  of  the  land  already  settled,  one  half 
at  least.  And  instead  of  the  people  making  new 
purchases,  and  settling  new  countries,  those  who 
are  already  in  new  oountries,  where  there  are  but 
few  inhabitants,  wiU,  for  the  sake  of  society,  and 


to  better  their  circumstances,  move  back  to  resettle 
the  old  States,  so  that  this  wild  land,  in  such  a 
state  of  things,  would  be  worth  bot  little^  for  a 
century  to  come. 

It  is  with  the  public,  as  with  an  individual, 
who  spends  his  estate  at  his  own  valoation.  An 
individual  puts  a  value  on  his  estate,  and  borrows 
money  until  he  gets  up  to  half  its  valine,  in  bis 
judgment ;  then  his  creditor  undertakes  to  put  on 
his  valuation,  according  to  old  Hudibras's  mode 
of  valuing  property,  and  takes  the  whole  of  the  es- 
tate for  half  its  value,  according  to  the  opinion  of 
the  owner— and  he  is  at  once  made  a  poor  man; 
but  if  an  individual  has  wild  land,  ana  wants  to 
borrow  money,  or  keep  up  his  credit,  it  is  only  to 
add  a  few  dollars  or  cents  to  the  acre,  which  adds 
to  his  nominal  wealth  and  sometimes  g^ves  him 
additional  credit. 

Political  and  domestic  economy  are  much  the 
same.  When  a  man's  income  fails  him,  instead 
of  putting  a  nominal  or  fictitious  value  on  bis  es- 
tate, which  will  deceive  himself  and  his  creditors, 
he  had  better  reduce  his  expenses  to  his  means. 
Our  revenue  having  failed,  owing  to  our  restric- 
tions on  commerce,  instead  of  increasing  our  ex- 
penses, which  will  make  it  necessary  to  lay  ad- 
ditional duties  and  burdens  on  the  people,  1  would 
much  sooner  retrench  our  expenses ;  and  instead 
of  increasing  the  duties  to  warrant  this  expense, 
I  would  reduce  them  on  the  necessaries  of  life. 
And  instead  of  spending  three  millions  of  dollars 
about  the  present  contemplated  army,  I  would 
reduce  the  present  establishment  to  a  peace  estab- 
lishment, at  least  much  sooner  than  I  would  add 
to  the  burdens  of  the  people,  or  sacrifice  our  west- 
ern lands. 

The  people  are  much  .in  debt  one  with  another. 
The  common  farmers  of  moderate  property  have 
suffered  much,  for  the  last  three  years.    Bvery- 
tbinff  they  have  been  obliged  to  buy,  has  cost  them 
nearly  double.    Imported  woollen  cloth,  which 
commonly  costs  three  dollars  per  yard,  nas  cost 
them  five  dollars;  and  their  produce  has  been 
proportionally  low.    I  would  give  them  a  respite 
for  a  few  years,  until  they  should  recover,  in  some 
measure,  from  what  they  have  suffered  for  the 
last  three  years.    But  I  shall  be  asked,  how  cao 
this  be  done  ?    Rather  than  not  do  it,  I  would 
pay  the  interest  of  the  debt,  and  let  the  principal 
remain.    I  can  see  no  use  in  borrowing  money  of 
one  man  to  pay  another,  when  he  does  not  want 
his  money.    If  we  have  all  this  wealth,  why 
should  the  people  be  pushed  to  pay  the  public 
debt  at  this  time?    Our  debt  is  about  fifty  m\r 
lions  of  dollars,  and  if  our  population  shoold  only 
be  five  millions,  at  this  time,  it  would  be  only  tes 
dollarslto  each  individual.    And  9^  our  revenue  is 
derived  from  consumption  of  dutiable  articles, 
and  as  that  consumption  increases  with  the  popu- 
lation, so  that  as  our  population  increases,  our 
ability  to  pay  increases;  and  if  it  should  amount 
to  ten  millions  in  twenty  years  to  come,  our  rev- 
enue would  be  increasing  all  the  intermediate  ume 
to  answer  the  purposes  of  the  Government,  and  at 
the  end  of  twenty  years,  our  numbers  haviog 
doubled,  our  ability  to  pay  is  dottbled--so  iw 
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each  indiTidaaPs  proportion  would  be  but  five 
dollars,  being  reduced  one  half  without  bis  paying 
one  cent — I  am  therefore,  not  only  agaiost  rais^ 
in^  this  army  for  the  purpose  of  laying  additional 
burdens  upon  the  people,  but  I  am  against  taxing 
them  one  cent,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  paying  any  of  the  principal  of  the  present 
debt,  when  our  creditors  do  not  want  it.  Let 
those  who  may  come  on  the  staffe  hereafter  take 
aooie  of  the  dent,  and  bear  a  smaU  part  of  the  bur- 
den, with  the  blessings  that  I  hope  they  may 
inherit. 

Mr.  PoiROBZTBR. — The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Rhode  Island  (Mr.  Potter)  who  has  just 
resumed  his  seat,  has  opposed  the  passage  of  this 
IhUj  as  altogether  defective  both  in  principle  and 
detail.  I  shall  endeavor  to  answer  so  much  of 
his  argument,  as  appears  to  mef  at  all  applicable  to 
the  subject  under  consideration.  But,  sir,  before 
I  proceed  to  discuss  the  question  immediately  be-. 
fore  us,  permit  me  to  refer  to  the  speech  of  that 
honorable  gentleman,  delivered  at  the  opening  of 
the  present  session  of  Congress.  The  multiplied 
injuries  and  insults  which  we  had  received,  from 
the  beiiigerent  Powers  of  Europe,  were  narrated 
in  language  strong  and  impressive,  and  the  patri- 
otic resentment  which  they  appeared  to  have  ei- 
cited  in  the  bosom  of  the  gentleman  kindled  al- 
most into  a  flame  of  war.  The  Administration 
was  charged  with  a  want  of  energy,  and  the  nation- 
al embarrassments  were  attributed  to  that  cause. 
Proclamations  and  resolutions  were  denounced 
as  inefficient,  and  inadequate  to  redress  the 
wrooffs  inflicted  on  this  much  injured  country; 
and  physical  force  was  recommended  as  the  only 
effectual  barrier  against  future  encroachments  on 
oar  rights.  It  is  now  proposed  to  create  such  a 
force,  to  place  it  at  the  disposal  of  the  President, 
to  be  used  if  necessary,  in  vindicating  the  rights 
of  the  nation,  and  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Islaiul  is  found  amooff  those  who  condemn  the 
measure.  Can  the  gentleman  reconcile  these  flar- 
ing coAtradictions,  and  inconsistencies  7  What, 
sir,  are  the  reasons  urged  against  the  expediency 
of  raising  a  detachment  of  volunteers  liable  to  be 
marched  beyond  the  jurisdictional  limits  of  the 
United  Sutes?  It  is  admitted  that  the  militia 
cannot  be  called  out  for  any  other  purpose,  than 
'*  to  execute  the  laws  of  the  Union,  suppress  in- 
surrections, and  repel  invasion."  Well,  sir,  we 
are  told  with  great  emphasis,  that  there  does  not 
ejtist  the  most  distant  danger  of  invasion  either 
from  Great  Britain  or  France.  The  honorable 
gentleman  /^om  Rhode  Lland  has  said,  that  "  if 
we  will  let  them  alone  on  the  land,  they  will  not 
be  disposed  to  disturb  us."  And  yet  gentlemen, 
.who  reason  in  this  manner,  are  the  advocates  of 
that  force  only,  whose  Constitutional  duty  it  is 
to  "repel  invasion."  I  do  not  credit  the  idea, 
thmt  either  Qreat  Britain  or  France  will  be  mad 
enough  to  invade  this  country.  They  will  assail 
OS  by  a  predatory  war  on  our  commerce,  and  per- 
haps Great  Britain  may  attempt  the  demolition 
of  our  seaport  towns,  in  the  event  of  an  open  rup- 
ture between  the  two  countries.  Of  what  advan- 
tage then  will  it  be  to  the  nation,  to  authorize  a 


detachment  of  militia,  whose  peculiar  and  limited 
province  it  is  to  "repel  invasion?"  Let  me  ask 
gentlemen  who  represent  commercial  States  on 
this  floor,  whether,  if  Great  Britain  should  insult 
our  flag  in  every  sea,  and  immolate  the  whole 
mercantile  capital  of  the  United  States  upon  the 
altar  of  their  avarice,  sack  our  cities,  and  send 
home  our  Minister,  would  the  people  whose  in- 
terests they  are  bound  to  i^uard  and  protect,  be 
satisfied  with  the  information  that  the  National 
Legislature  had  made  strong  and  formidable  prep- 
arations to  repel  invasion?  I  think  not,  they 
surelv  respect  themselves  too  much  to  sit  down 
quietly  under  injustice  and  oppression,  which 
leads  directly  to  individual  ruin,  and  national 
degradation.  Pass  the  bill  on  your  table  and  the 
patriotism  of  the  people  will  carry  them  beyond 
the  confines  of  our  own  domicile,  into  those 
countries  where  the  enemy  is  vulnerable  to  their  • 
arms,  and  where  their  bravery  will  amply  retali- 
ate for  the  wrongs  which  we  receive  on  the 
ocean.    I  will  now,  sir,  examine  some  of  the  ob- 

i'ections  which  are  made  to  the  details  of  this  bilL 
t  is  said,  that  these  volunteers  will  each  be  en- 
titled to  arms  and  accoutrements  as  a  bounty  for 
their  enlistment,  which  will  be  lost  to  the  United 
States  in  case  they  /ail,  or  refuse  to  perform  the  / 
service  required  of  them.  The  gentleman  who 
made  this  objection  has  certainly  omitted  to  com- 
pare the  5th  and  7th  sections  of  the  bill,  which 
exclude  the  possibilitv  of  such  contingency.  By 
the  5ih  section  "  eacn  non-commissioned  officer 
and  private  shall  be  furnished  with  a  musket  and 
other  accoutrements  required  by  law,  in  com- 
plete order,  and  each  musician  with  a  suitable  in- 
strument of  music."  And  the  7th  section  pro- 
vides that  for  the  safe-keeping  and  security  of  the 
arms,  accoutrements,  and  instruments  ol  music 
aforesaid,  the  commandant  of  regiment  is  autho- 
rized and  required  to  designate  some  convenient 
place  of  rendezvous,  at  which  an  arsenal  shall  be 
established;  that  an  armorer  shall  be  appointed 
M  each  arsenal,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  keep 
these  arms,  accoutrements  and  instruments  of 
music  in  good  order,  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the 
several  companies  of  volunteers  when  called  out, 
either  to  be  instructed  in  camp  duty  and  disci- 
pline, or  when  called  into  actual  service.  And 
at  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  which  such 
volunteers  engaged  to  serve,  they  shall  each  be 
entitled  to  the  musket  and  accoutrements  allowed 
by  law,  on  the  production  of  a  certificate  from 
the  commanding  officer  of  his  regiment,  that  he 
has  performed  the  service  required  by  his  engage- 
ment. The  arras  and  accoutrements  are  to  be 
retained  in  the  possession  of  the  Government  for 
the  use  of  these  volunteers  when  in  actual  service^ 
and  so  far  from  being  a  bounty  for  enlistment,  the 
failure  to  perform  any  part  of  the  duty  required 
by  the  engagement  will  constitute  a  forfeiture  of 
the  inchoate  right,  which  each  volunteer  acquires 
in  them.  They  are  given  as  a  reward  for  extra- 
ordinary services,  which  must  be  faithfully  per- 
formed before  the  right  is  perfected.  But  it  it 
said  that  these  volunteers  cannot  be  compelled  to 
fulfil  their  engagements ;  and  that,  when  called 
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out  to  perform  camp  doty  and  disci pli&6,  ttiey 
will  commit  depredations  on  the  citizens.  I  ask, 
eir,  what  is  to  compel  the  ordinary  militia  of  the 
fJnited  States  to  pKBrform  the  Constitutional  du- 
ties incumbent  on  them,  but  the  respect  for  the 
constituted  authorities  and  the  obedience  to  law, 
^wderand  good  government,  which  is  inseparably 
connected  with  the  character  of  an  American 
citizen  1  I  hate  too  much  confidence  in  the  honor 
of  my  countrymen,  to  believe  them  capable  of 
Tiotatingthe  solemn  obligations  of  an  engagement 
voluntarily  entered  into,  from  motives  of  patriot- 
ism, to  resist  forei^  insult  and  aggression,  at  the 
hazard  of  their  lives  and  fortunes.  The  man 
who  would  shrink  from  the  performance  of  such 
an  engagement,  would  become  an  outcast  from 
aoeiety.  and  be  held  up  to  the  scorn  and  derision 
of  his  former  companions.  This  Government  is 
founded  on  the  aiections  and  not  on  the  fears  of 
the  people.  The  militia  is  justly  regarded  as  the 
only  safe  depositary  of  the  national  defence  and  se- 
curity. Upon  them  we  are  to  rely  in  the  hour  of 
danger ;  their  valor  will  raise  a  rampart  around 
the  Constitution,  impenetrable  to  the  shafts  of 
foreign  or  domestic  violence.  Shall  we  then 
tolerate  the  supposition,  that  men  who  voluntarily 
step  out  of  the  ranks  and  rally  around  the  stand- 
ard of  their  country,  with  a  aetermination  to  de- 
fend its  honor  in  every  extremity  and  to  the  re- 
motest regions,  cannot  be  relied  on  should  their 
services  be  required ;  that  they  will  trespass  on 
the  rights  of  their  fellow-citizens,  when  called 
out  to  perform  camp  duty  and  discipline  ?  Sir,  I 
venture  to  predict,  that  this  corps  of  volunteers, 
when  organized,  will  teach  the  gentleman  from 
Rhode  Island  that  his  speech  is  a  libel  on  their 
characters.  They  will  evince  by  a  manly,  digni- 
fied conduct,  that  having  engaged  to  defend,  they 
will  be  the  last  to  trample  on  the  rights  of  their 
countrymen.  The  gentleman  has  said  that  if 
we  want  a  force  it  should  be  composed  of  men 
regularly  enlisted  and  enrolled  in  the  Army.  A 
standing  military  force  has  long  been  a  favorite 
theme  with  a  certain  description  of  politicians  in 
the  United  States.  For  one  I  protest  against  the 
utility  of  such  an  establishment.  An  army  com- 
posed of  raggamuffins  and  mercenaries  ought  not 
to  be  intrusted  with  the  important  duty  of  main- 
taining unimpaired  the  independence  of  a  free 
and  enlightened  nation.  Your  recruiting  officers 
in  every  quarter  of  the  Union  find  it  impossible 
to  enlist  a  soldier  whose  circumstances  enable 
him  to  subsist  at  home.  That  class  of  citizens 
whose  necessities  impel  them  to  seek  relief  from 
the  most  abject  want,  or  whose  crimes  have  sunk 
them  below  the  fevel  of  the  sober,  honest,  and 
reputable  part  of  the  community,  are  ever  ready 
to  take  refuge  in  the  ranks  of  a  standing  army. 
The  force  proposed  to  be  held  in  requisition  by 
this  bill,  will  be  of  a  very  different  character. 
The  volunteers,  whose  services  may  be  accepted, 
will  be  composed  of  the  best  blood  of  our  country. 
Men  sensible  of  the  wrongs  we  have  received 
from  the  tyrant  of  the  seas,  and  bound  by  every 
tie  of  interest  and  affection  to  the  Government 
of  their  choice ;  whose  first  wish  it  is  to  transmit 


to  their  posterity  the  blessings  of  a  free  Consti- 
tution, will  unite  in  tendering  the  saored  pledge 
to  redress  these  wrongs  and  maiotaia  these  rights, 
or  perish  in  the  attempt.    They  will  not  exhaust 
the  finances  of  the  country  by  the  receipt  of  daily 
pay  and  rations.    Their  services  are  reserved  wt 
an  occasion  which  calls  for  the  eoor^es  of  the 
nation,  and  in  such  a  crisis  they  will  bear  the 
American  eagle  in  triumph  ihrourh  every  scene 
of  difficulty  and  danger.    I  therefore  prefer  this 
system  to  the  haeknied  erne  of  a  regular  soldieryi 
calculated  to  impose  unnecessary  burdens  on  the 
people,  and  to  produce  no  praotio*!  beneficiafi  re- 
sult.   The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island  seems 
to  imagine,  that  in  a  war  of  speeohes  we  might 
contend  with  the  world,  and  that  vietorv  wsm 
be  on  our  side.    While  I  admit  the  truth  of  the 
position,  I  wish  it  to  be  undetstood,  that  in  soch 
a  warfare  great  reliance  ought  to  be  placed  on 
that  gentleman  and  his  political  friends.    In  a 
corps  of  that  description,  they  doubtless  wouM  be 
among  the  first  to  volunteer  and  undertake  the 
hazardous  enterprise  of  a  campaign  to  the  moon, 
under  whose  gentle  inftueace  they  would  oot- 
reason  even  reason  itself;  and  instead  of  blood  let- 
ting as  a  cure  for  national  disgpraee,  the  world  wouM 
be  amused  and  instructed  with  the  new  theory  of 
submission,  proved^  by  arithmeticai  oalculatioo, 
to  be  wortli  .fifty  per  cent,  more  than  embargo, 
non-intercourse,  or  war.    i  shall  not  rival  we 
gentleman  for  the  command  of  such  a  detach- 
ment.   I  wish  to  organise  one  of  an  opposite 
stamp,  which,  composed  of  the  ardent  spirits  of 
our  country,  armed  with  the  sword  and  the  bay- 
onet^ and  stimulated  by  the  irresistible  impulse  of 
patriotism,  will  carry  terror  and  dismay  through 
the  ranks  of  the  enemy.    Sir,  I  represent  a  poriioa 
of  the  United  States  Bordering  on  the  colonies  of 
a  forei^  nation,  and  I  can  assure  gentlemen  tbtt 
we  feel  none  of  those  repulsive  sensibilities  as  to 
the  consequences  of  stepping  over  the  line,  which 
have  been  manifested  by  those  who  reside  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  colonies  of  Great  Britain  in 
America.    I  would  not  give  a  pinch  of  snuff'  for 
a  force  to  act  within  our  own  limits,  should  hos- 
tilities commence  between  the  Uniterd  States  and 
the  Power  to  which  Blast  and  West  Florida  be- 
long.   I  wish  to  touch  the  enemy  where  he  is 
vulnerable,  whether  that  enemy  be  Oreat  Britain 
or  France,  or  any  other  nation.    This  detachment 
of  militia  will  be  but  an  empty,  paper  gasconade, 
unless  we  authorize  a  part  or  the  whole  of  then* 
to  march  beyond  the  jurisdiction  ^  the  United 
States.    If  gentlemen  really  feel  appalled  at  the 
idea  of  threatening  the  invasion  of  Canada,!  hope 
they  will  derive  consolation  from  the  reflection, 
that  those  who  elect  the  draught  will  reinain  as  a 
corps  de  reserve  to  "suppress  insurrections  ana 
repel  invasions,"  respect  both  the  laws  and  the 
constituted  authorities  at  home,  and  leave  <ne 
glorious  task  of  vindicating  the  national  honor 
to  be  performed  by  men  who  are  willing  to  sacri- 
fice their  lives  on  the  altar  of  the  liberties  and  in- 
dependence of  their  country. 

Mr.  Key  said  he  would  take  the  liberty  of  f^ 
minding  the  gentkman  last  up  that  those  wao 
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liye  in  ^ass-honses  should  never  throw  stoaes* 
and  he  did  so,  because  he  had  charged  the  gen- 
tlemati  from  Rhode  Island  with  not  understand- 
inff  the  biU,  when  he  evidently  did  not  understand 
it  himself.    The  gentleman  from  Rhode  Island 
says,  that  if  the  yolunteei^  who  have  arms  in 
their  possession  do  not  come  forward,  there  is  no 
part  of  the  bill  by  which  they  can  be  compelled 
to  return  the  arms.    The  learned  delegate  says 
they  are  not  to  be  delivered  till  the  service  is  per- 
formed, and  are  then  to  be  retained.    [Mr.  Poin- 
nsxTER  said  he  had  stated  that  these  arms  were 
to  be  deposited  at  the  arsenal  which  was  to  be  at 
each  place  of  rendezvous,  not  to  be  delivered  to 
the  Tolunteer  for  his  own  disposal  until  he  pro- 
duced a  certificate  of  his  having  performed  the 
service  required  by  this  bill.    If  there  be  any- 
thing absnrd  in  that  (said  he)  let  the  learned  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  point  it  out.]    Mr.  K. 
said,  if  there  was  any  meaning  in  language,  the 
Tolonteers  were  to  receive  the  arms  whenever  a 
retnm  should  be  made  of  their  engagements  to 
the  Department  of  War.    The  bill  provided  that 
immediately  on  receiving  such  returns  a  sufficient 
number  of  arms  should  be  furnished  to  them — 
tod  what  would  be  the  consequence?    The  mi- 
litia, as  militia,  are  subject  to  militia  duties. 
When  brought  into  the  field  they  will  be  subject 
to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war  with  the  modifi- 
cation introduced  into  this  bill;  but  when  they 
are  encamped  for  ten  days  they  are  not  militia, 
nor  yet  subjected  to  the  rules  and  articles  of  war. 
If  they  fail  in  attendance,  however,  their  arms  are 
10  "revert''  to  the  United   States.    This  term 
surely  imfdies  a  prior  possession.    There  is  no 
mode  of  eompelliBg  the  return  of  their  arms. 
The  Tolanteers  cannot  be  forced  into  the  service 
if  tiiey  choose  to  leave  it.    In  this  ntuation,  then, 
if  forty  or  fifty  men  ebooM  to  walk  home  with 
their  anaa^here  is  no  pow^r  to  arrest  atid  detain 
then.     When  the  aerrioe  is  pefformed,  whe^ 
ther  it  he  for  ten  days  or  nine  months,  under 
ceitifieAte  of  the  eommaiidiof  officer  that  they 
hate  performed  it,  they  become  entitled  to  the 
amk3,  holding  rhem  in  trmt  till  th€fy  have  per- 
formed that  service.    Mr.  K.  sard  he  was  confident 
thiH  the  letVned  delegate  must  admit  that  they 
were  aothorized  to  have  arms  as  soon  ds  they  en- 
gage ;  and,  having  theni,  they  were  at  liberty  to 
walk  home  with  tn^m  and  cduld  not  be  prevent- 
ed.    Friendly  to  decorum  of  debate,  and  hear- 
ing a  gentleman  charged  with  negligence  in  not 
readiiig  the  law,  Mr.  K.  said  he  mid   thought 
proper  to  gtTe  his  opinion  in  support  of  the  con- 
stroetion  given  by  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
Island. 

Mr.  Root  said  he  should  not  have  risen  at  so 
laie  an  boar  to  address  the  House,  bat  for  some  ob- 
jeelioBS  ttiade  to  the  bill  as  to  detail  and  as  to  ex- 
peatfe  The  sixth  seetion  of  the  bill  had  been  at- 
tacked hy  all  the  artillery  of  gentlemen,  but  the 
centre  of  the  column  yet  stood  firm.  Gentle- 
men who  appear  to  be  foarfal  of  delegating  power 
(said  Mr.  R.)  object  to  the  sixth  section  becausie 
it  does  not  contain  power  enough.  At  one  dar  I 
it  is  too  atrong ;  the  next  day  it  haa  not  acr^gth  I 
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enough.  How  would  gentlemen  remedy  the 
evil  f  Would  they  say  that  Congress  should  in- 
flict penalties  on  the  militiaman  for  not  attend- 
ing to  his  duty  7  How  would  such  a  penalty  be 
recovered?  Who  would  collect  this  fine?  WTio 
would  be  the  persons  to  execute  the  law  ?  Why, 
the  officers  under  the  State  Governments.  Suji- 
pose  they  should  decline  to  carry  this  provision 
mto  efffect.  Who  is  to  punish  them  ?  We  should 
have  been  told  of  its  unconstitutionality  if  anir 
such  provision  had  been  contained  in  this  bil). 
Aware  of  this,  the  committee  thought  it  most  ad- 
visable, instead  of  terrifying  those  men  into  the 
service,  to  persuade  them  mto  it.  I  admit,  sir, 
that  if  these  volunteers  refuse  to  go  into  encamp* 
ment,  before  they  are  called  into  actual  service, 
there  is  no  penalty  on  them  but  the  penalty  or 
dishonor  and  the  loss  of  the  arms  they  would  re- 
ceive as  bounty.  This  is  deemed  sufficient.  If 
they  should  be  ordered  into  actual  service  of  thp 
United  States,  they  would  be  compelled  to  go  into 
service.  We  persuade  them  to  go  into  encamp!- 
ment;  if  they  refuse,  they  lose  their  pay  and  bounty, 
and  are  still  liable  to  be  called  into  service ;  and 
when  called  into  actual  service,  if  they  do  not  go 
they  are  deserter^  and  liable  to  the  rules  and  arti- 
cles of  war.  In  this  and  this  only  practicable  way 
of  securing  obedience  they  would^e  amply  pun- 
ished for  disobedience  of  the  law. 

It  is  said  that  there  are  contradictions  and  in- 
consistencies in  these  sections.  Suppose  gentle^ 
men  have  to  read  three  sections  to  understand 
any  provision  of  the  bill.  It  will  be  but  little 
trouble,  and  the  result  will  be  that  the  arms  are  to 
be  furnished  to  the  volunteers,  to  be  kept  in  ars- 
enals for  their  use,  and  that  they  have  an  inchoate 
riffht  to  them,  to  be  perfected  at  the  expiration 
of  their  term  of  service.  It  requires  no  great  re- 
search in  reading  three  sections  to  discover  tha^ 
this  will  be  the  eflfect. 

But  it  was  said  by  the  gentleman  just  sat  dottrn 
that  these  soldiers  mi^ht«  after  performing  five 
days'  service,  and  having  their  muskets  in  thei^ 
possession,  march  home  without  any  power  to 
restrain  them.  Will  he  say  that  in  service  it  i^ 
not  competent  to  send  a  file  of  soldiers  to  take  A 
man  when  deserting^  with  a  musket?  When  the 
soldiery  are  called  into  encampment  or  upon  pa- 
rade, will  any  one  say  that  for  disorderly  conduct 
the  soldier  may  not  be  put  under  guard  until  the 
parade  is  over  ?  Being  militia  till  they  are  called 
into  actual  service,  are  they  not  liable  to  the  mi^ 
litia  laws?  The  militia  laws  of  the  respective 
States  would  not  be  competent  to  compel  them 
to  go  to  this  encampment— but,  when  they  are 
paraded  under  the  State  officers  as  militia,  I  ask 
whether  they  are  not  bound  by  the  militia  laws 
of  the  State?  I  suppose  by  the  militia  laws  of 
the  State  the  commanding  officer  may  isstie  his 
warrant  for  a  fine  of  a  few  dollars,  and  have 
power  to  confine  a  delinquent  till  the  fine  is  paid. 
Will  gentlemen  say  that  it  is  not  competent  to 
the  commanding  officers  to  impose  these  fines  ? 
How  are  they  exempted  from  the  militia  laws  of 
the  States  until  called  into  service  ?  The  laws 
of  the  several  States  wonld  not  perhaps  author- 
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ize  the  officers  of  volunte  ers  to  call  these  men  to 
the  place  of  parade ;  hut  when  they  are  paraded, 
there  is  ample  provision  for  their  punishment  for 
neglect  of  duty,  without  reference  to  the  partic- 
ular manner  in  which  they  came  upon  parade. 

A  gentleman  from  North  Carolina  yesterday 
made  an  objection  to  the  bill,  on  account  of  the 
expense  which  it  would  involve.  If  I  correctlv 
remember,  he  estimated  the  expense  at  two  mil- 
lions annually ',  the  gentleman  from  Rhode  Is- 
land to  day  estimated  it  at  a  million  and  a  half. 
These  volunteers,  if  the  whole  number  volun- 
teer, will  make  135  regiments.  The  pay  of  a 
regiment,  estimating  the  average  of  service  and 
travelling  at  12  days,  amounts  to  1,985  dollars  60 
cents.  For  a  regiment  it  will  require  795  rations 
a  day,  which  for  12  davs  amounts  to  9,540  rations, 
which,  at  20  cents  eacn,  amounts  to  1,908  dollars, 
making  for  pay  and  rations  for  one  regiment  for  12 
days,  3,893  dollars  60  cents.  Multiply  this  by  135, 
the  whole  number  of  regiments,  and  it  amounts 
to  525,636  dollars  for  pay  and  rations  for  the 
whole  corps  for  a  year.  The  pay  of  the  briga- 
diers, with  their  aids,  supposing  this  corps  to  be 
divided  into  34  brigaaes,  will  amount  to  3,298  dol- 
lars more,  making  528,934.  There  being  135 
regiments,  which  majr  be  paraded  by  regiments, 
battalions,  or  companies,  and  as  in  sparse  popula- 
tion some  may  be  encamped  in  smaller  bodies 
than  regiments,  there  may  perhaps  be  a  necessity 
for  150  armorers.  These  hundred  and  fifty  at 
100  dollars  each,  will  be  15,000  dollars,  making 
in  the  whole  543,934  dollars.  In  this  estimate  I 
have  not  included  the  compensation  of  a  Major 
General.  Whether  such  an  officer  would  be  de- 
signated by  the  President,  I  am  not  able  to  say, 
and  if  he  be,  it  will  be  very  little  addition  to 
the  expense.  I  have  not  included  camp  utensils 
—I  did  not  feel  myself  competent  to  make  an 
estimate  of  their  expense,  but  I  presume  it  would 
not  be  many  thousand  dollars.  Thus,  including 
all  incidental  charges,  the  expense  of  the  estab- 
lishment certainly  could  not  exceed  600,000  dol- 
lars a  year,  excepting  the  arms.  This  doubled 
will  produce  1,200,000  dollars.  The  bounty  to 
2,700  musicians,  at  13  dollars  each,  is  35,100  dol- 
lars. These  muskets  to  be  furnished  may  be  es- 
timated at  a  million  of  dollars.  If  the  hundred 
thousand  should  volunteer,  there  will  be  only 
about  90,000  stand  of  arms  necessary,  as  the  offi- 
cers and  musicians  will  not  require  jarms.  Ad- 
mitting the  whole  system  to  be  earned  into  the 
fullest  operation,  the  expense  for  the  two  years, 
including  arms,  will  be  but  about  two  millions 
two  hundred  thousand  dollars.  I  find,  by  the 
Secretary's  estimation  for  the  present  year,  that 
the  expense  of  our  little  army  is  rated  at  2,313,- 
928— a  larger  sum  by  near  200,000  dollars  than 
the  expense  of  this  volunteer  system  in  the  full- 
est operation  for  two  years.  It  will  evidently 
then  cost  less  annually  by  one  half  than  the  pres- 
ient  army.  Will  gentlemen  decry  this  force,  then, 
and  resort  to  the  old  fashioned  mode  of  getting 
an  army,  when  we  could  get  100,000  men  lor  half 
the  expense  of  the  present  army,  and,  in  addition 
to  this,  arm  the  militia  and  instruct  them  in  dis- 


cipline ?  The  arms  will  be  a  portion  of  the  na- 
tion's wealth  after  they  are  distributed  as  premi- 
ums to  the  volunteers,  and  will  be  a  very  import- 
ant item  in  the  national  strength.  These  arms 
will  be  distributed,  and  a  military  ambition  will 
be  excited  through  the  body  of  the  nation,  and  a 
portion  of  military  skill  infused. 

There  is  one  further  objection  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Rhode  Island.  Now  it  seems 
the  detachment  is  a  subject  of  complaint,  and  the 
Rhode  Islanders  to  be  draughted  are  likened  to  the 
situation  of  the  poor  fellows  impressed  on  board 
the  floating  dungeons  of  naval  Powers.  When 
were  the  gentleman's  sensibilities  first  awakened 
on  this  subject  ?  Is  the  detachment  of  80  or  100.- 
000  militia,  anything  new?  Was  not  a  similar 
measure  adopted  under  Washington,  Adams,  and 
twice  under  Jefferson  ?  Where  does  the  gentle- 
man find  in  the  bill  before  us  any  new  impositioD 
on  the  detachment  to  be  draugb  ted,  unless  it  be  ma- 
king them  liable  to  serve  nine  instead  of  six 
months  7  The  principle  of  draughting  the  miliiia 
is  not  a  new  thing,  and  never  till  now  have  I 
heard  a  complaint  of  it  as  arbitrary  and  tyranpi- 
cal.  As  to  the  other  duties  imposed  by  the  bill, 
the  persons  to  perform  them  voluntarily  engage, 
and  m  that  case  there  can  be  no  oppression. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  th6 
bill,  and  determined  in  the  affirmative — yeas  70, 
nays  47,  as  follows : 

YisAs— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Dand  Bard,  Burwell  Bas- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  WiUiam  BuUer, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clav,  John  Clopton,  Howell 
Cobb,  Jas.  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  Jas.  Cox,  William 
Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Jos.  Desha,  Wm.  Findley, 
Jonathan  JPisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner, 
David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peteraon  Good- 
wyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  HaAy, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Wiiy«n  Ken- 
nedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  Pleasant  M.  MiUer,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Munj* 
ford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nidiol- 
son,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pa.,  Jom 
Rhea  of  Tenn.,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Eraa- 
tus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thos.  Sammons,  Adam  oej- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George 
Smith,  John  SmiOi,  Henry  Southard,  John  Taylor, 
John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  Weakley,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  With- 
erspoon.  . . 

rCATS— James  Brockenridgc,  John  Campbell,  Jonn 
C.  Chamberlain,  WUliam  ChambcrUn,  EpaiArodini» 
Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samuel  W.  Danj' ^°f" 
Davenport,  jr.,  WllUam  Ely,  James  Bmott,  Chariea 
Goldgborough,  Thomas  R,  Gold,  WilUam  Helma,  Pl»j 
thaniel  A.  Haven,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Bk*V; 
Jackson,  junibr,  Robert  Jenkins,  Fidlip  B.  ^ey»  »^ 
man  Knickerbocker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  B<J^t: 
Lo*  Livennore,  Robert  Le  Roy  LWingston,  Njth^' 
Macon.  Vincent  Matthews,  AichibaW  McBxyde,  WU' 
Uam  MUnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaelcy,  Jowpb  Peai^» 
Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  juowr,  s^' 
sha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Samuei 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  ^^^Z 
phenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  om 
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Tagfart,  Jtbex  Upham,  Nieholaa  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Tan  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  EzekMl  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 


Wednesday,  March  21. 

Mr.  G.  Smith,  from  the  committee  ap])ointed, 
on  the  25th  of  January  last,  on  the  petition  of 
certain  collectors, presented  a  bill  for  altering  the 
times  and  places  for  holding  the  district  court  in 
the  District  of  Maine ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Kbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  to  erect 
a  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  Scituate  harbor ; 
a  stone  column  on  a  spit  of  land  at  the  entrance 
into  Boston  harbor ;  and  a  beacon  on  Beach  point, 
near  Plymouth  harbor,  in  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts ;  and  a  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  Bayou 
St.  John,  into  Lake  Pontchartrain ;  which  was 
read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  op  the  United  States  : 
To  the  Senate  and  House  of 

Bepresenitdhes  of  the  Vmted  States.- 

1  lay  bmre  Congress -a  retom  of  the  Militia  of  the 
United  States,  as  received  by  the  Department  of  War, 
from  the  several  States  and  Territories. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

Mabgb  20,  1810. 


abstract  op  the  returns. 
Years^ 
New  Hampshire  .  -  •  •  1809 
Msisachnsetto 
Vermont 
Rhodelsland 
Connectieat  • 
New  York  - 
New  Jeney  - 
Pennsylvania 
Delaware 
Maryland  - 
Virginia 
North  Carolina 
Sonfh  Cfarolxna 
€reorgia 
Kentuc^ 
Temiessee  • 

Oido  -  -  - 
District  of  Colnmbia 
MisBHB^ppi  Temtofy 
ladiana  Territory  - 
Orieans  Territory  - 
^-i^jajunff  Territory 
Micfatgan  Torritoiy 

Total  Militia 


.  1809 

.  1809 

.  1808 

-  1809 
.  1807 

•  1809 

•  1809 

•  1808 

-  1807 
.  1808 

-  1809 
.  1807 
.  1809 
.  1809 

-  1805 

-  1807 

•  1808 
.  1807 

-  1806 

-  1807 
.  1809 
.  1806 


TotaL 

24,281 

69,553 

20,439 

7,848 

20,176 

92,654 

33,505 

96,467 

8,579 

89.047 

80,863 

47,922 

29,604 

25,088 

40,599 

16,822 

15,824 

2,245 

2,158 

2,067 

5,626 

2,540 

1,028 


684,335 


The  Hoose  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
Bcnt  of  the  Senate  to  the  amendment  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to  pre- 
vent the  issuing  of  sea-letters*  except  to  certain 


vessels ;"  and  the  same  being  read,  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  consider  the  mod- 
ification of  the  Senate  to  their  fourth  amendment 
to  the  bill,  entitled  ^'  An  act  providing  for  the 
third  census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  United  States ;  and  the  said  modification  be- 
ing read,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  concur  in  the  appointment  of  a 
joint  committee  to  report  what  business  is  neces- 
sary to  be  done  in  the  present  session,  and  when 
it  may  be  expedient  to  close  the  same ;  and  have 
accordingly  appointed  a  committee  on  their  part. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  Pearson  said  his  object  in  now  address- 
ing the  House  was,  to  introduce  to  their  atten- 
tion a  subject  interestinfi^  to  the  honor,  and  inti- 
mateljr  connected  with  the  safety  of  the  nation^ 
a  subject  which  had  occupied  a  great  portion  of 
the  public  attention,  and,  it  he  was  not  mistaken, 
had  excited  much  public  indignation.  The  reso- 
lution he  was  about  to  propose  was  in  relation  to 
the  conduct  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army  of  the  United  States.  Gentlemen,  said 
Mr.  P.,  are  not  at  this  time  to  be  informed  that 
suspicions,  not  light  as  air,  not  depending  on  ordi- 
nary rumor,  nor  upon  common  newspaper  publi- 
cations, but  appearing  in  a  shape  ionnitely  more 
imposing,  hang  over  the  head  of  this  officer,  and 
the  wonder  only  is,  why  this  subject  has  been 
permitted  to  rest  uninvestigated  so  long.  It  is 
not  at  present  ray  intention  to  give  any  opinion 
as  to  the  truth  or  fallacy  of  the  charges  exhibited 
against  this  officer,  because  I  conceive  it  improper 
so  to  do ;  for,  if  an  investigation  of  his  conduct 
does  take  place,  it  will  be  conducted  by  gentle- 
men of  this  House,  and  it  would  be  improper  to 
prejudge  any  case  on  which  we  are  to*  decide,  as 
we  are  bound  to  do  justice  as  well  to  the  indi- 
vidual as  to  our  country.  The  character  of  a 
soldier  has  always  been  dear  to  me.  I  have  been 
taught  to  respect  the  name  of  soldier ;  and  when- 
ever I  think  of  it,  honor  and  patriotism  associate 
themselves  with  the  idea.  But  I  will  take  the  lib- 
erty of  stating  that  the  charges  for  some  time  ex- 
isting against  the  Commander-in-chief  have  be- 
come more  imposing,  to  my  mind,  at  least,  in 
consequence  or  a  publication  which  came  otrt 
durino  the  last  year,  in  which  those  charges  are 
specially  stated,  and  the  evidence  with  which 
they  are  supported,  illustrated  in  a  manner  calcu- 
lated to  malce  an  impression  on  the  mind  of  al- 
most any  man.  In  order  that  complete  justice 
may  be  rendered  to  this  officer,  and  to  my  coun- 
try. I  offer  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed'to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  James  Wilkin- 
son, in  relation  to  his  having  at  any  time,  whilst  in  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  corruptly  received  money 
from  the  Government  of  Spain,  or  its  agents,  or  in  r^ 
lation  to  having,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  been  an 
accomplice,  or  in  any  way  concerned  with  the  agents 
of  any  foreign  Power,  or  with  Aaron  Burr,  in  a  project 
against  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  to  dis- 
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neiBbtir  flieie  United  States.  That  the  taid  comuiit^ 
tee  inquire  genermlly  into  the  conduct  of  Ae  said 
Ismes  Wilkin8<m,  ts  Briftdier  C^eneral  of  the  Army 
ef  the  United  Stetes ;  thfit  the  said  committee  ha^e 
pofwer  to  send  for  penons  and  papers,  and  compel  their 
attendance  and  production,  and  that  thej  report  the 
nsult  to  this  House. 

Mr.  Pbar^on  said  it  was  not  his  intention,  at 
this  time,  to  agitate  the  qoestioa.  He  wiriiad  it 
to  lie  on  the  table  a  day  at  least. 

BATTUItB  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  pro- 
▼idiDff  the  means  to  ascertain  the  title  of  the  oat- 
tore  m  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary  in  New 
Orleans. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  out  from  the  word 
^  that,"  in  the  second  line  of  the  first  section  of 
the  bill,  to  the  end  of  the  said  bill,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  inserting  the  following : 

«« That  the  intetest  in,  or  title  to,  the  batture  front- 
ing the  suburb  St.  Miiy,  in  the  dty  of  New  Orleans, 
wUch  may  have  Tested  in  the  United  States  by  the 
tieatv  of  oesnon  between  the  United  States  and  France, 
conduded  at  Paris  on  the  30th  of  April,  1803,  be  trans- 
^errred  to,  and  iuTested  in,  the  corporation  of  the  dty  of 
New  Orleans,  so  &r  as  to  enable  said  corporation  to 
defend  any  suit  or  action  which  may  be  instituted  for 
the  recovery  of  the  whole,  or  any  part,  of  the  said  bat- 
tUre,  in  any  court  having  competent  power  and  juris- 
diction to  hear  and  determine  the  same ;  and,  if  no  such 
suit  or  action  ^all  be  instituted  and  prosecuted  to  final 

Judgment  or  decree  within years,  all  individual 

daxm,  right,  or  title,  to  the  batture,  shall  thenceforth 
be  JbrtvtT  harted, 

**  Sue.  2.  And  he  it  further  enaehd,  That,  in  the 
trill  of  such  suit  or  action,  the  jury  shall  be  composed 
of  dtiians  of  the  Territory,  but  not  of  the  dty  of 
Orleans. 

•<  Sac.  8.  And  be  UJurthdrenaeiedy  That,  until  such 
trial  shall  be  had,  the  said  batture  ihall  be  used  and 
enjoyed  as  a  public  highway  and  landing  place  as  weH 
by  the  dtixens  of  the  United  Stetes  as  the  inhabitante 
of  New  Orleans,  who  shall  continue  to  enjoy  the  same 
right  of  digging  and  carrying  earth  from  the  said  bat^ 
tore,  which  they  were  accustomed  to  enjoy  under  the 
late  Spanish  Government." 

Mr.  GeoLsoif.  desirous  to  introduce  an  amend- 
ment different  from  Mr.  Bibb's,  called  for  a  di- 
Tision  of  the  question,  so  as  to  take  the  question 
first  on  striking  out,  that  he  might  be  at  liberty 
to  move  a  suMtitute  difierent  from  that  offered 
by  Mr.  Bibb. 

The  motion  to  strike  ont  the  sections  was  sap- 
ported  at  great  length  by  Messrs.  Gholson ,  Love, 
Taylor,  and  Macon;  and  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Roes,  Ret,  Sheffet,  and  Botd. 

The  House  adjourned  without  taking  a  ques- 
tion OB  it. 

Thursdat,  Mateh  22. 

M)r.  R'BEA^from  theComttiittee  on  Po^  Offices 
attd  Pbst  Roads,  presented  a  bill  to  establish  post 
roads;  wliich  Was  read  t'wice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

MV.  JoB^^ON  presented  a  petition  of  Urbain 
uuillet,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  his  associates, 


known  by  the  name  of  the  "  Society  of  La  Twtp^/' 
residieht  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  praying  a  con- 
firmation of  their  title  to  a  certata  desert!)^  tract 
of  land  in  said  Territory ;  also,  for  a  grant,  or 
to  be  permitted  to  purchase  on  a  civdit  of  twelve 
years,  without  interest^  a  parcel  of  land  adjoining 
their  residence,  and  to  be  permitted  to  locate  anr 
warrants  which  they  tnay  hereafter  be  possessed 
of  on  public  lands  most  convenient  to  themselves; 
the  proceeds  of  all  of  which,  they  state,  are  to  be 
applied  to  the  free  education  of  youth. — Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Et>PES,  that  M 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday  be  postponed  un- 
til to-morrow ;  and  the  question  being  taken  there- 
on, it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

Ordered^  That  the  unflnidbed  business  do  lie 
on  the  table. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Cotnmit- 
tee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  makine  appropria- 
tions for  carrying  into  eS^ct  certain  Indian  tret- 
ties  ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  bill 
was  reported  with  several  amendments  thereto; 
which  were  read,  and  severally  concurred  in  bf 
the  House.  The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

NATIONAL  BANK. 

Mr.  LovK  moved  to  discharge  th«  Coinmittee 
of  the  Whole  from  the  forthcr  cotasMeiUdon  of 
the  resolntion  relative  to  the  eslsrtrtishment  of  i 
National  Bank.  He  dbserVed,  th»t  the  resofolibn. 
as  offered  by  himself,  contemplated  a  reference  of 
it  to  a  select  committee,  but  after  it  was  presented, 
it  was  so  modified  by  difi^Mt  gentlemen  as  at 
last  to  become  scarcely  intelligible,  and  was  with 
bis  assent  referred  to  a  Committee  of  tbe  Whole* 
That  at  that  time  a  speedy  investigmioa  of  the 
subject  wis  expet^ted,  and  he  Mi  no  objefclf«ii  to 
discuss  the  general  principles  of  the  nieAstiffe,  hW 
so  much  time  had  elapsed  without  a  belter  j*tt«- 
pect  of  tbit  general  discussion,  thai  he  Vas  in- 
duced to  fear  the  subject,  unless  soon  acted  on, 
might  not  undergo  the  examinalion  its  very  gre&t 
importance  merited. 

Mr.  L.  said  it  was  a  subject  which  coald  be 
much  better  presented,  and  rendered  much  mo'* 
intelligible  by  the  details  of  a  bill  than  the  most 
laborious  argimient,  and  he  conceived  it  was  one, 
the  relations  of  which,  to  the  interests  of  ^^ 
nranity,  hiid  never  been  sufficiently  eipwretf. 
He  presumed,  he  said^  to  think  that  it  would  w 
no  diifficult  matter  to  organize  a  bknk  ito  ^^^^7 
as  to  render  to  the  public  a  great  riiart  of  the  ad- 
vantages, which  institutions  of  the  kind  ana^ 
national  patronage  had  never  fatW  ■'~."*]t 
could  fail,  to  give  to  the  first  putchasert  mswetf 
and  yet  leave  3ieCapitlilists^sufl5cient  induCW8«n^> 
and  perhaps  to  real  capitalists  a  greater  induce- 
ment, to  become  stockholders,  than  would  m  tne 
ordinary  mode  be  given  them ;  while  the  odiv 
other  effect  of  the  plan  he  had  conceived  as  h 
respected  individoals,  would  be  to  f^^^^Lj!! 
enormous  speculations,  which  wouW  oi^^^^ 
take  place,  as  had  been  experienced  ih  the  esw*^ 
lishment  of  the  United  Stutttti  Bank. 
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He  coaJd  prore  that,  by  the  mode  of  establish- 
ment adopted  for  that  bank,  ^t  least  ^3,000,000 
had  gone  into  the  pockets  of  speculators,  very 
many  of  whom  never  became  stockholders,  which 
ooght  to  hare  gone  into  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple— at  the  same  time  that  real  capitalists  and 
permanent  stockholders  paid  fifty  per  cent,  ad- 
iriance  for  their  shares. 

He  flattered  himself  that  yerj  important  im- 
provements might  be  suggested  in  the  draught  of 
a  plam  for  a  National  BanK.  and  which  woiud  se- 
cure the  mosi  i«;nportant  benefits  to  the  public. 
He  bad  no  doubt  that  the  most  eligible  plan  which 
could  be  suggested  would  be  entirely  exempt  from 
Constitutional  objections,  and  would  only  add, 
thai  sufficient  inducements  might  be  ofifered  to  the 
Stales  to  make  it  their  wi^h  to  become  interested 
in  the  institution,  on  principles  of  general  wel- 
fare and  common  safety,  and  also  from  prospects 
of  the  most  substantial  pecuniary  advantages. 
He  added  also,  that  he  thought  it  perfectly  prac- 
ticable to  present  a  plan,  which,  in  its  e£fect  on 
society,  would  have  the  strongest  tendency  to  pre- 
Tcnt  tne  further  increase  of  the  numerous  private 
associations,  which  he  feared,  if  they  continued  to 
increase  as  they  had  for  several  years  past,  would 
prodace  the  destruction  of  everything  useful  in 
banking  institutions,  and  leave  us  to  feel  the  ef- 
fect of  that  which  was  most  injuxious  in  them. 
It  had  become  the  duty  (he  said)  of  the  United 
States  Legislature  to  act  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  L.  hoped  the  House  would  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  refer  the  proposi- 
tioa  to  a  select  committee,  with  leave  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mi  Us  motion  was  agreed  to,  47  to  28. 

BXDUCnOK  OP  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 
Mr.  Ran noLPH  said  he  wished  to  submit  a  mo- 
tion to  the  House,  which  was  of  a  nature  that 
would  require  pernaj^,  at  least  justify,  some  gen- 
eral observations.  During  his  unavoidable  ab- 
sence from  his  duty  in  tbeHouse  the  presept  ses- 
sion, Mr.  R.  said  it  had  been  some  consolation  to 
him  to  reflect  that  if  he  had  been  unable  to  par- 
ticipate in  any  of  the  measures  which  the  wisdom 
of  the  Government  might  have  devised  to  meet 
the  necessity  of  the  State,  at  least  those  measures 
were  not  in  any  wbe  retarded  or  impeded  by  any 
opposition  of  bis.  True  it  is  (said  he)  that  at  the 
4»taoce  at  which  1  was  placed  from  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  through  the  medium  through 
which  I  viewed  its  measures,  it  was  impossible 
for  nie  to  discern  anything  like  a  system  pursuing 
or  about  to  be  pursued  by  the  Government  of  this 
nation.  But  this,  sir,  I  attributed  to  my  own  want 
of  information,  not  to  the  want  of  decision  or 
wisdom  in  the  Government.  I  flattered  myself 
that  when  I  should  have  reached  the  seat  of  Gfov- 
eroment,  when  I  should  be  on  the  spot,  that  1  should 
then  at  l^st  be  enabled  to  discern  a  degree  of 
something  like  a  regular  system  of  policy  per- 
nding  the  great  councils  of  the  nation.  But,  sirj 
Wig  all  the  means  accessible  to  me,  during  the 
time  which  I  have  been  in  Washington,  I  have 
been  onabie  to  detect  anything  like  design,  any- 


thing like  concert,  anything  like  a  plan  to  be  pur- 
suea  by  this  House  in  relation  to  our  nationid 
concerns — I  ought  perhaps  to  say,  until  this  mo- 
ment. But  I  understand,  sir,  at  length  the  budget 
has  been  opened— that  a  system  has  been  brought 
forward  for  raising  supplies  by  loans  and  by  %<)- 
ditiopal  taxes.  It  is  in  relation  to  this  system  thai 
the  motion  which  I  am  about  to  inake  will  stand. 
I  had  indeed  supposed,  sir,  that  when  the  Govern* 
ment  of  the  United  States  should  get  into  operai- 
tion  at  this  session,  the  first  act  would  be  (if  indeed 
we  could  not  build  up)  to  pull  down  that  which 
every  one  seemed  to  acknowledge  was  inefficient, 
ridiculous,  and  hurtful— I  allude  to  the  celebrated 
non-intercourse  law — and  I  certainly  should  have 
felt  it  my  duty  to  submit  a  motion  on  that  sujbj^ c( 
as  soon  as  I  took  my  seat,  if  I  had  not  beien  io- 
formed  that  a  bill  was  in  transitu  between  the 
two  Houses  to  eflect  that  object.  Why  indieed 
the  nation  should  have  tolerated  this  i^cknowledg^ 
ed  evil,  I  have  never  been  enabled  to  discover,  i 
had  supposed  that  the  first  step  would  have  been 
to  do  away  the  confessed  eviL  oy  way  of  prjept|t- 
ation  for  some  substantial  gooq.  |n  tjiis,  howevei 
I  have  been  unfortunately  mistaken.  Whether 
the  people  of  the  United  States  were  ever  to  r^ 
trieve  that  flourishing  commerce  whicb  had  beea 
so  childishly  spoiled,  Mr.  R.  sfiid  it  w^  not  for 
him  to  undertake  to  determine.  Cpmmeree  vat 
a  delicate,  a  ticklish  thing — and  when  ijL  had 
formed  for  itself  new  channeU,  like  the  mighty 
water  course,  it  was  difficult  indeed  to  turn  it 
back  into  the  old.  Bui,  it  the  compiercf  of  th? 
United  Slates  was  ever  to  be  regained}  he  woqld 
venture  to  say  that  it  would  not  oe  brought  biMsk 
by  the  means  of  additioni^l  duties-  The  embargo 
and  non-intercourse-*be  bad  almost  forgpt^  to 
mention  the  non-importation  act— had  changfil 
the  habits  and  feelings  and  principles  of  the  mer- 
cantile class  in  this  country.  As  foreseen  ^ni 
predicted,  a  system  of  smuggling,  of  illegal  triidia, 
the  most  ruinous  to  the  fair  trader,  the  most  in- 
jurious to  the  agriculturfil  interest  and  destfoc- 
tive  to  the  revenue  that  could  be  coi^ceived,  hl^d 
been  orsnnized.  A  man  has  nothing  to  do,  said 
Mr.  Jl.,  but  to  go  ipto  the  market,  and  give  a  pre- 
mlum  to  h^^e  his  cotton  or  tQbacco  placed  in 
Liverpool  or  London,  or  to  have  fip  assorted  cai^ 
go  of  prohibited  goods  placed  i^  any  street  of 
Baltimore  or  Philadeli)hia.  Wl^ether  tiiese  habity 
will  ever  be  checked,  it  belongs  not  to  lae  to  pre- 
dict— but  they  certainly  will  never  be  checked 
by  high  duties  operating  as  a  premium  on  smog- 
gling. 

But  it  may  be  said  thi^t  the  nation  js  in  tbU 
situation  in  which  it  is  necessary  to  ac(»  to  do 
something.  I  agree,  sir,  that  it  is— although  I 
hold  it  not  to  be  the  least  of  the  qualifications  of 
a  stiitesman  to  be  apprized  when  it  is  neeessajy 
not  to  act«  A  proposition  is  now  in  su|)st^i|ce— 
and  I  wish  to  brioff  it  in  form — submitted  to  this 
nation,  whether  they  will  encoua^r  a  system  of 
additional  taxation  and  loans,  or  whether  they 
will  make  a  reduction  ia  their  unprofitable  estabp 
lishments.  I  think,  if  I  haye  not  focgotien,  tiUt 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  his  annuyftl  n^ 
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port,  has  stated,  that  by  an  adequate  reduction  in 
the  army  and  navy,  the  necessitous  state  of  our 
finances  may  be  relieved.    But,  perhaps,  sir,  it 
may  be  said,  shall  we.  in  the  present  undecided 
state  as  respects  the  belligerents  of  Europe,  make 
any  movement  which  shall  indicate  a  disposition 
6n^our  part  to  submit  to  those  belligerents  ?    Cer- 
tainly not.    But,  Mr.  R.  asked,  was  there  any  one 
.who  heard  him  who  seriously  thought  of  war,  or 
believed  it  a  relation  in  which  we  could  be  placed? 
'He  for  one  did  not.    War  with  whom?    War 
with  France ! — Carried  on  where  ?    By  us  here, 
and  by  France  in  old  France?— For  she  had  no 
possessions  in  our  neighborhood.    War  with  Eng- 
land?—Carried  on  where?    In  the  hospitals  at 
New  Orleans?    Granting  that  our  situation  with 
either  of  the  belligerents  was  a  hostile  one,  Mr. 
R.  said  he  for  one  would  in  that  case  still  be  ready 
to  accede  to  his  proposition — for  he  saw  no  use 
in  keeping  up  an  establishment,  a  costly  set  of 
tools,  which  we  could  not,  if  we  knew  how  to.  use. 
It  is  possible,  however,  said  Mr.  R.  that  all  this 
time  I  may  be  under  a  mistake — that  the^e  is  a 
system,  that  there  is  a  plan,  that  there  is  a  con- 
cert ;  and  indeed  if  the  old  maxim  be  true,  ars 
est  celare  artem,  ours  must  be  one  of  the  most  re- 
fined systems — it  eludes  not  only  sisht  but  touch, 
and  would  elude  even  a  chemical  analysis.    I 
would  wish  toaskthisHouse,  after  all  that  has  been 
said  or  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject,  whether 
we  must  not — we  may  make  as  many  wry  faces 
as  we  please — go  back  to  that  ground  (if  it  oe  pos- 
sible to  regain  it)  which  we  have  so  childishly 
and  wantonly  abandoned  ?    We  must— we  may 
begin  upon  the  system  of  loans  and  taxation,  but 
the  people  of  the  United  States  will  tell  us  to  stop, 
atnd  we  must  obey.    Will  the  people  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  consent'to  keep  up  expensive  military 
and  naval  establishments,  of  the  very  existence 
of  which  they  are  ignorant  until  they  are  made 
acquainted  with  them  by  burdensome  taxes  and 
a  debt  entailed  on  their  po^erity^and  for  V7hat? 
To  what  earthly  end?    If  you  cannot  keep  your 
army  alive  in  time  of  peace,  I  ask  in  the  name  of 
common  sense  what  will  you  do  with  them  in 
time  of  war  ?    Is  there  a  man  who  hears  me  who 
feels  one  atom  of  additional  security  to  his  person 
or  property  from  the  army  of  the  United  States? 
Has  it  ever  been  employed  to  protect  the  rights 
of  person  and  property  ?    Has  it  ever  been  em- 
ployed but  in  violation  of  personal  rights  and  pro- 
perty— in  the  violation  of  the  writ  of  habeas  cor- 
mis,and  as  anewmodern  instrument  of  ejectment? 
Sir,  go  through  the  country,  and  put  to  every  free- 
holder in  the  land  this  question — Are  you  willing 
to  pay  one  third  more  of  duty,  and  an  hundred 
per  cent,  on  that  third,  upon  su^ar,  cofifee,  and  so 
forth,  for  the  sake  of  the  establishment  at  New 
Orleans  ?    We  may  say  what  we  please,  sir,  but 
that  expedition  which,  until  ours,  surpassed  in 
folly  every  other  expedition  ever  undertasen — the 
famous  expedition  of  a  British  army  against 
Flushing,  where  they  had  an  army  as  well  as  cli- 
mate to  contend  against — that  expedition,  which 
even  their  own  ministry  dare  not  defend,  but  quar- 
rel amongst  each  other  who  shall  have  the  blame 


of  it,  was  surpassed  in  disaster  by  the  mortality 
of  the  American  Army.  And  yet,  sir,  for  this 
shadow,  this  skeleton — it  is  indeed  a  skeleton  of 
an  army — the  people  of  the  United  States  are  to 
submit  to  loans  and  taxation.  With  respect  to 
the  navy,  I  say  nothing  of  that.  Its  exploits  are 
already  registered  in  our  Journals.  And  the  fact 
of  the  frigate  Philadelphia  run  ashore  on  the  tail 
of  the  Horse  Shoe,  is  the  only  one  in  our  naval 
annals  for  several  years  past. 

With  respect  to  war — we  have,  thank  Gted !  in 
the  Atlantic,  a  fosse  wide  and  deep  enoagh  lb 
keep  off  any  immediate  danger  to  our  territory. 
The  belligerents  of  Europe  know,  as  well  as  we 
feel,  that  war  is  out  of  the  question.  No,  sir— il 
our  preparation  was  for  battle,  the  state  physicians 
have  mistaken  the  state  of  the  patient — we  bare 
been  embargoed  and  non-intercoursed  almost  into 
a  consumption,  and  this  is  not  the  time  for  JMttle. 
If  indeed  the  state  was  about  to  undergo  iaoca- 
lation  for  the  small  pox,  this  reduction  would 
have  been  according  to  the  best  medical  authori- 
ties. 

Mr.  R.  said  he  would  therefore  submit  to  the 
House,  under  these  views,  the  best  he  had  beenable 
to  take,  two  distinct  propositions  in  a  single  reso- 
lution, in  order  that  the  House  and  the  people  of 
the  United  States  might  determine  whether  they 
would  submit  to  encounter  the  European  system 
of  loans  and  taxes,  or  whether  they  would  reduce 
establishments,  which  (to  say  the  best  of  them 
that  could  be  said)  were  mere  incumbrances.  It 
was,  he  thought,  about  nine  years  ago  since  he 
had  the  honor  of  making  a  similar  motion  ia  this 
House,  which  was  the  precursor  of  the  abolitioa 
of  the  internal  taxes.  He  hoped  the  motioa  he 
was  now  about  to  make  would  be  the  harbinger 
of  protection  against  the  system  introduced  into 
the  House  yesterday-rthat  at  least,  if  it  was 
not  the  means  of  taking  off  taxation,  it  might 
prove  an  antidote  against  it.  Mr.  R.  then  mom 
"that  the  Military  and  Naval  Establishments 
ought  to  be  reduced"— not  that  he  was  at  all  op- 
posed to  a  reduction  in  any  other  article  of  ex- 
pense. He  believed  that  many  other  and  impor- 
tant reductions  might  be  made  in  the  expenses  of 
the  Government.  The  spirit  of  reform,  he  said, 
had  long  slept  in  this  House.  He  would  go  as 
far  as  any  man  in  retrenching  expenses,  but  he 
confessed  his  object  now  was  to  take  the  bull  by 
the  horns.  He  considered  these  two  objects  to  be 
the  great  drains  and  sinks  of  the  public  Treasury. 


I( 

wit 


do  not,  said  he,  profess  a  better  acquaintance 
„  ith  the  public  sentiment  than  others,  but  I  be- 
lieve, if  you  were  to  propound  the  question  »o 
every  man  in  the  United  States  capable  of  juog* 
ing,  that  not  merely  nineteen-tweotieths,  but  nine 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  hundredths  ^^ ^"^^"T 
always  excepting  those  who  draw  ^""^^"55,^,^ 
from  these  establishments,  and  their  immediaie 
connexions,  whether  in  this  House  or  (Wt  of  ii-- 
the  good  honest  yeomanry  of  the  United  Stai^i 
who  never  saw  these  things,  whose  only  P'^' i^j 
their  existence  is  in  the  money  they  call  for,  wo  ^^ 
say,  in  God's  name  let  us  have  none  of  ^^f^'^ 
we  are  to  have  war,  we  know  that  we,  the  pc 
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pie  of  the  United  States,  and  not  the  invalids 
from  the  hospitals  on  the  Mississippi,  must  fight 
the  battles. 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Rahdolph  ;  and  the  question  being  stated  on 
Its  passage  in  the  following  words : 

"ileso/red;  That  the  Military  and  Naval  EsUblish- 
ments  ooght  to  be  reduced :" — 

Mr.  Eppes  presumed  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  would  not  ask  of  the  House  to  decide 
this  question  at  a  moment's  warning.  I  have,  said 
'he,  no  objection  to  refer  the  resolution  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  and  to  discuss  it.  If 
^ntlemen  on  this  floor  who  voted  in  1807  for  an 
increase  of  the  Army  and  Naval  Establishments, 
can  find  in  the  present  posture  of  the  affairs  of 
this  country  a  sufficient  ground  to  reduce  these 
establishments,  and  at  the  present  moment,  when 
perhaps  the  first  gale  may  bring  news  which  will 
enable  as  to  reduce  them  with  honor — if  it  is  the 
intention'  of  gentlemen  thus  to  stamp  themselves 
with  the  charge  of  folly  for  originally  increasing 
them,  I  cannot  coincide  with  them ;  but  if  it  was 
originally  proper  to  raise  this  force,  there  arc  no 
circumstances  which  on^ht  at  present  to  induce 
Congress  to  reduce  it.  But  at  the  same  time,  sir, 
I  am  far  from  saying  that  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  Army  and  Navy  may  be  reduced  before  the 
end  of  the  present  session.  It  is  true  that  the  de- 
ficit in  the  revenue  may  be  saved  by  a  redaction 
in  the  Army  and  Navy ;  but  there  is  no  reason 
why  it  should  be  done  when  every  other  circum- 
stance forbids  it.  There  is  a  bill  before  the  House 
for  the  increase  of  duties;  it  is  reported  in  blank, 
and  the  ratio  of  addition  will  be  fixed  at  the  plea- 
sure of  the  House.  It  is  reported  on  the  prin- 
ciple; which  is  fair,  that  those  who  incur  a  debt 
should  nay  it.  The  deficit  of  revenue  should  be 
supplied  by  those  who  incurred  the  expense  which 
caused  it.'  I  voted  for  the  Army,  and  shall  not  be 
detened  from  voting  mone)^  for  an  object  which 
I  believed  necessary  and  which  I  still  believe  was 
necessary  at  the  time  it  was  adopted.  As  to  the 
present  situation  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States, 
i  am  not  acquainted  with  it,  except  from  private 
letters.  No  man  more  than  myself  deplores  the 
situation  of  that  army ;  and  from  whatever  cause 
it  has  proceeded,  whoever  is  to  blame,  whoever 
\s  responsible  for  keeping  the  troops  in  a  swamp, 
and  sacrificing  one  half  of  them,  I  hope  will  be 
exposed  to  the  public.  It  may  be  proper  to  ob- 
serve that  a  bill  passed  this  House  yesterday  for 
organizing  a  force  more  congenial  to  the  feelings 
of  freemen,  which  will  perhaps  much  reduce  the 
necessity  of  keeping  a  military  force  embodied. 

Sir,  I  do  not  for  my  part  know  what  course 
will  bepursued  by  Congress  at  the  present  ses- 
sion. The  gentleman  from  Virginia  seems  dis- 
posed to  repeal  the  non-intercourse — and  I  con- 
sider it  perfectly  consistent  in  him  to  vote  aj;ainst 
it.  because  he  did  so  when  it  was  passed — it  is  per- 
fectly consistent  in  him  to  say  that  it  is  ineffi- 
cient, because  he  has  said  so  before — and  that  it 
is  perfectly  consistent  in  him  to  reprobate  every 
measure  taken  for  four  or  Si^e  years  past,  because 
he  did  at  the  time  reprobate  them.    Our  situation 


as  to  commerce,  sir,  does  not  proceed  from  our 
acts,  but  from  the  injustice  of  the  belligerents,, 
who  by  their  decrees  and  orders  at  a  single  blow- 
reduced  our  exports  from  one  hundred  and  eight 
millions  to  less  than  seien.  During  the  year 
1809  our  revenue  was  about  ten  millions — during 
the  year  1810  it  will  probabl]^  not  be  more  than 
eight.  I  have,  as  I  before  said,  no  objection  to 
meet  the  question,  but  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
will  not  do  away  the  necessity  of  additional  rev- 
enue, because  our  exports  are  so  much  reduced^ 
that  we  cannot  avoid  this  year  increasing  the  du- 
ties, or  perhaps  for  some  years  to  come.  One 
reason  of  the  reduction  of  revenue  is,  that  our 
manufactures  have  increased  so  much  as  to  ex-- 
clude  man/  foreign  articles — nay,  so  far  have 
those  manufactures  progressed,  that  samples  ef 
the  manufactures  have  been  sent  to  England  to  be 
imitated,  and  sent  to  this  country  to  rival  our  do- 
mestic manufactures.  With  this  view  of  the  de- 
crease of  our  imports,  an  additional  duty  of  five 
per  cent,  on  goods  paying  a  dutj  ad  valorem^ 
would  produce  a  million  -,  and  raising  the  specific 
duties  thirty-three  and  one  third  per  cent,  would 
produce  two  millions,  making  three  millions,  the 
supposed  amount  of  the  deficit. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said  he  had  no  idea  of  provok-. 
ing  the  discussion  which  had  commenced.  He 
was  willing  to  submit  his  proposition  to  the  same 
committee  (is  had  under  consideration  the  gen<* 
tleman's  proposition  for  laying  additional  duties, 
and  let  gentlemen  take  their  choice.  The  sreat 
difficulty  which  he  felt  in  speaking  in  this  Hall 
had  caused  Mr.  R.  to  omit  one  remark,  and  that 
was — that  if  Congress  did  mean  to  lay  additional 
duties,  it  would  be  necessary  to  keep  them  on  not 
only  this  year,  bat  many  years.  Mr.  R.  said  he 
had  not  expected  from  the  gentleman  who  is  at 
the  head  of  the  Committee  of  Finance  in  this 
House,  such  an  opinion  on  the  subject  of  indirect 
taxation  as  was  to  be  gathered  from  his  observa- 
tions. What  would  be  the  effect  of  laying  ad- 
ditional duties  for  one  or  two  years?  The  effect 
would  be  that  the  articles  on  which  the  duty  was 
laid  would  not  be  imported,  because  they  would 
have  to  compete  in  the  market  with  those  arti- 
cles already  imported  free  of  additional  duty,  and 
moreover  would  have  to  contend  against  th^  well- 
grounded  expectation  that  in  a  short  time  the 
duty  would  be  taken  off  So  that  instead  of  get- 
ting revenue  you  diminish  it  by  layine  additional 
duties,  because  the  very  articles  which  are  to 
produce  revenue  will  cease  to  be  imported.  There 
IS  no  clearer  (question  in  finance  br  even  in  arith- 
metic than  this. 

His  colleague  had  said,  Mr.  R.  observed,  that, 
the  revenue  having  diminished,  heavier  duties 
must  be  imposed  ou  certain  articles — why  ?  Be- 
cause, forsooth,  the  articles  are  imported  under  a 
disadvantage,  owing  to  the  increase  of  our  do- 
mestic manufactures.  If  so.  if  in  order  to  get 
revenue,  higher  duties  were  to  be  laid  on  imported 
articles  not  able  to  contend  in  our  markets  under 
only  the  present  duties,  this  was  altogether  a  new 
plan  to  him — it  must  be  oftbe  new  school  of  finance 
— it  was  altogether  incomprehensible.    With  re- 
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•pect  to  the  principle  that  those  who  incur  dehts 
ought  to  paf  them,  Mr.  R.  said  he  agreed  with  his 
•cofleagae — and,  although  he  was  not  one  of  those 
li^ho  iocarred  the  debt,  be  was  one  of  thQse  who 
were  willing  to  pay  it.  Thejr  would  unquestion- 
ably by  this  system  of  additional  duties  destroy 
what  revenue  was  left  from  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage.  He  said  he  rather  suspected  his  col- 
league had  fallen  into  a  small  mistake,  and  that 
when  he  spoke  of  ad  valorem  duties  on  soods 
imported,  he  ought  to  have  said- on  articles  autied 
— lor  under  the  present  regime  they  did  not 
amount  to  precisely  the  same  thine — and  Mr.  R. 
said  if  we  got  bacK,  which  he  did  not  know  to 
be  practicable,  to  the  old  system,  we  should  find 
an  increase  of  revenue,  notwithstanding  the  rival- 
ry of  our  own  manufactures. 

One  word  more,  said  Mr.  R.,  and  I  have  done, 
at  least  for  to-day.  Among  the  objects  which, 
induced  me  to  submit  the  motion  now  before  the 
House,  or  at  least  one  which  in  my  mind  ou|;ht 
to  weigh  in  its  favor,  is  this :  that  this  planting 
our  soldiers  like  so  much  rice  in  a  swamp,  which 
my  colleague  wishes  to  see  brought  to  light,  and 
in  which  wish  I  concur,  has  had  one  effect — it 
has  given  the  coup  de  grace  to  the  recruiting  ser- 
vice, which  never^was  a  very  flourishing  branch 
of  our  home  manufacture  of  a  standing  army. 
tf  it  be  true,  as  alleged,  that  dead  men  tell  no  tales, 
it  must  be  also  true  that  they  can  draw  no  rations. 
But  I  can  demonstrate,  however  true  in  common 
sense,  that  is  not  true  in  the  Treasury,  for  there 
never  has  been  an  instance  of  one  dollar  refunded 
in  the  Army  or  Navy  for  persons  not  in  place,  al- 
though the  estimate  is  always  made  up  on  the 
supposition  that  the  complement  of  men  is  com- 
plete and  full. 

My  colleague  is  mistaken,  sir.  I  have  not  rep- 
robated every  measure  for  five  years  past.  I  had 
the  honor  oi  proposing  some  measures— that  of 
arming  the  militia  for  instance,  which  was  adopt- 
ed, with  what  grace  I  will  not  say.  I  had  the 
fionor  of  proposing  others  which  were  subsequent- 
y  adopted  when  taken  up  by  other  gentlemen. 
t  might  mention  the  contract  bill,  the  alteration 
of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war — I  might  so  fur- 
ther, but*I  am  not  disposed  further  to  trouble  the 
House  or  exhaust  myself. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  was  surprised  that  the  gen- 
tleman  from  Virginia  had  expected  an  immediate 
decision  of  his  motion.  He  could  not  expect  that 
it  should  be  immediately  decided.  He  did  not 
resret  that  it  had  been  brought  forward,  and  he 
did  not  say  what  his  opinion  would  be  when  they 
came  to  aecide  on  it ;  but  to  do  it  at  present,  he 
eaid,  would  be  certainly  premature.  The  obser- 
vations made  with  respect  to  the  finances,  the 
stale  of  lh€  Army,  and  all  that,  he  considered  out 
of  tbe  question  at  present.  The  subject  of  the 
state  of  the  Army  was  besides  committed  to  a 
eotumittee.  All  these  subjects  he  said  he  was 
willing  to  mi-et  at  a  proper  time,  but  he  was  not 
going  to  decide  on  a  motion  of  so  much  impor- 
tance a^  iku  before  the  House  without  due  con- 
■idi*rmion- 
Mr,  Ma€ON  said  that  both  the  gentlemen  from 


Virginia  seemed  to  have  given  him  a  left-handed 
touch.  In  reply  to  one  (Mr.  Rahdolph)  he  would 
observe  that  he  would  never  allow  that  the  em- 
bargo was  not  a  wise  measure,  and  he  vfas  will- 
ing to  discuss  it  over  and  over  again  at  anytime. 
The  other  gentleman  (Mr.  Eppes)  had  spokea 
of  the  Army.  Mr.  M.  said,  he  did  vote  (or  the 
increase  of  the  army,  and  in  a  similar  situation 
would  do  the  same  again.  He  had  believed  that 
the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  was  as  much  war 
as  the  attack  on  Copenhagen.  This  had  been  his 
impression,  and  this  he  had  stated  at  the  time  be 
had  voted  for  an  army.  He  had  believed  at  that 
time  that  Great  Britain  meant  to  follow  up  her 
blows,  and  he  was  prepared  to  meet  her.  But, 
since  that,  an  embargo  had  been  laid  and  then 
substituted  by  non-intercourse.  If  the  sin  of  em- 
bargo was  on  his  head  he  said  he  should  die  with 
it.  He  was  willing  that  this  resolution  should 
be  committed.  News  might  come  from  Europe 
which  would  make  it  necessary  to  raise  money. 
If  so,  said  he,  let  us  do  it  when  it  comes ;  let  us 
do  what  is  right  under  existing  circumstances.  As 
tothe  Army,  I  never  hadadoubt  of  the  right  of  this 
House  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  it.  ft  belongs 
to  the  nation,  and  not  to  the  Executive. 

Mr.  Randolph  wished  to  state  that  he  had  giv- 
en his  friend  from  North  Carolina  too  many  hon- 
est right-handed  touches,  ever  to  give  him  a  left- 
handed  one. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  he  had  no  intention  to  give  the 
gentleman  a  wipe— for  it  would  have  been  at  the 
same  time  to  cast  a  reflection  on  himself.  It  will 
be  recollected,  said  he,  that  when  I  voted  for  the 
Army  I  took  the  ground  that  the  embargo  must/t 
some  time  be  raised,  and  when  it  was,  that  there 
must  be  war ;  and  I  declare  that  if  I  had  foreseen 
that  the  establishment  would  be  kept  up  year  after 
year,  and  that  those  who  raised  the  troops  had 
not  enough  to  use  them,  I  should  not  have  voted 
for  them.  I  never  have  been  for  raising  stand- 
ing troops  in  time  of  peace,  and  I  fear  not  that 
it  will  be  believed  that  I  am  in  favor  of  either  a 
standing  army  or  navy  in  time  of  peace.  Oar 
defence  depends  on  the  people,  but  a  portion  of 
troops  were  necessary  for  garrison  duty  in  which 
the  militia  cannot  be  employed ;  and  when  the 
additional  troops  were  raised,  they  were  consider- 
ed for  that  object,  and  it  was  so  stated  at  the  time. 
I  voted  for  them  for  war,  and  not  for  peace;  and 
whenever  it  is  decided  by  the  Representatives  of 
the  nation  that  they  will  submit  to  the  decrees  of 
Great  Britain  and  France,  whenever  they  repeal 
the  non-intercourse,  which,  whether  feeble  or 
strong,  is  the  only  measure  between  us  and  sub- 
mission, I  for  one  will  go  hand  in  hand  with  those 
who  will  reduce  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  give  to 
the  people  all  the  advantages  which  wiH  result 
from  what  I  shall  deem  a  surrender  of  their 
rights. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Rah- 
oolph's  motion  to  refer  his  resolution  to  the  same 
Committee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  was  commit* 
ted  the  bill  for  Uying  additional  duties,  and  car- 
ried. 
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BATTURP  AT  NEW  ORLBAJ^S. 

The  House  ag»iD  resumed  the  coAsideratioa  of 
Ufte  bill  to  provide  the  aie«Ds  to  aAceitaiD  the  title 
to  the  battore;  Mr.  Bibb's  motion  to  strike  oat  all 
lot  the  eoacting  clause  being  still  under  consid- 
eration. 

Messrs.  Gholson,  Holland,  and  W.  Alstor, 
anpported  the  motion,  and  Mr.  Fisk  opposed  it. 

The  Hquse  adjpurned  a,t  fiv^  o^ciQck  without 
talking  the  queatiou. 

FttiDAT,  March  23. 

Mr.  SAWY«a»  from  the  committee  appointed  oa 
the  i7th  instant,  presented  a  bill  to  alter  the  times 
af  hoidinc  the  district  courts  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  district  of  Nonth  Carolina;  which  was 
icfid  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
mittee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures,  presented 
a  bill  to  allow  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  mer- 
chandise transported  by  land  conveyance  from 
Newport  to  Boston^  and  from  Boston  to  Newport. 
in  like  manner  as  if  the  same  were  transporteo 
coastwise.;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  that  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday  lie  on  the  table ; 
and  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
termined in  the  negative. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  liouse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  sent  from 
this  House,  entitled  ^  An  act  to  make  public  a 
road  in  Washington  county,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,"  with  amendments;  in  which  they 
desire  the  eonenr renee  of  this  House. 

Mr.  duiNcr,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Comptroller's  statement  of  bal- 
ances remaining  unsettled  at  the  Treasury,  re- 
yorled  8  bill  providing  for  the  more  perfect  ac- 
countability of  persons  entrusted  with  public 
moneys.  [This  bill  provides  that  every  public 
agent  or  other  person  accountable  for  public 
moneys  shall  render  his  accounts  at  least  once  a 
qu'trter  to  the  Treasury  if  he  reside  within  the 
United  States,  and  at  least  annually  if  he  reside 
(n  fiKeign  coivi tries.]  Twice  read  and  com- 
mitted. 

Mr.  QniNQT  sUo  made  a  detailed  report  in  re- 
lation to  the  balances  aforesaid ;  which  was  read, 
und  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  cQSftmittee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  sjiithorizing  the  discharge 
of  Phineas  Yarney  from  his  imprisonment. 

[This  is  a  case  of  imprisomnent  for  vioUtion 
of  the  embargo  laws.  The  petitioner  was  em- 
ployed by  Swanton  ^  Davis,  of  Bath,  during  the 
embargo,  to  go  on  an  unlawful  voyage,  which 
he  concluded  aiui  paid  the  proceeds  into  their 
bands.  He  was  subsequently  prosecuted  for  a 
violation  of  the  embfirgo  Laws,  fined  $3,000,  and 
imprisoned  because  unable  to  pay  it  or  procure  it 
to  be  paid.] 

After  considerable  contest,  Messrs.  Cook  and 
Root  chi^y  supporting  the  bill»  the  Committee 


reported  it  to  the  House,  and  it  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  readiB|[. 

An  engrossed  bill  authorising  the  discharge  of 
John  Kerr  from  his  imprisonment,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

PATTURJE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration 
of  the  bill  providing  the  means  to  ascertain  the 
title  to  the  battore  in  front  of  the  suburb  of  St. 
Mary,  in  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Bibb's  motion  to  strike  out,  yet  under 
consideration — 

Mr.  Sbepfey  read  an  amendment,  which,  if 
the  motion  fpr  striking  out  was  agreed  to,  he 
should  propose.  The  amendment  proposes  the 
appointment  of  three  comrnissioners,  whose  de- 
cision on  the  title  is  to  be  reported  to  Congress  op 
or  before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  and  to  be 
valid  and  final,  unless  reversed  by  Congreas  be- 
fore the  4th  day  of  March  succeeding. 

Mr.  S.  supported  his  amendmcint  by  sGtp.e  re^ 
marks. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  and  Mr.  Rhea  spoke  geaer* 
ally  against  the  bill. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Dawsok  ts 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
Monday  next,  and  carried. 

Saturoat,  March  24. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Nj^lsoi*^  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn ;  and  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  nega- 
tives-yeas 88,  nays  29. 

Another  motion  was  then  made,  by  Mr.  Joan- 
SON,  that  the  House  do  now  adjourn ;  and  th« 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined 
In  the  negative-rjeas  27,  nays  49. 

Mr.  John aoK,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Minor,  ad- 
ministrator of  Reuben  l/Hs^t ;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whok  on  the  hill  concerning  invalid  pen- 
sioners; the  bill  was  reported,  with  several  amend- 
ments thereto. 

An  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for 
carrying  into  efiect  certain  Indian  treaties,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

Another  enato^sBd  hUl  authorizing  thedischarge 
of  Phineas  Yarney  from  his  imprisonment,  was 
read  the  tAJrd  time. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Talucadqb,  that 
the  said  hill  be  postponed  indefinitely  :  And  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in 
tke  negative.  The  question  was  then  taken  that 
the  said  bill  do  pass,  and  resolved  in  the  aftrma-  ' 
tive— yeas  60,  nays  50,  as  follows: 

TsAB — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WiUis  Alston,  junior, 
Eaekisl  Bason,  Jsmse  Breckeoridge,  William  A.  Bw^ 
well,  William  Chamberlin,  Epsj^roditus  Chan»ion, 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard 
Cook,  Richard  CutU,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jun.,  William  Findley,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas 
9.  Gold,  Ed^iA  Gray,  WiUiam  Ifale,  Nathaniel  A. 
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Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jamea  Holland,  Richard  Jack- 
son, junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  MatUiews,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Wm.  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thos.  Newbold,  John  Nicholson, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Quincy,  Erastus  Root,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  John  Thompson,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert 
Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James 
Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Martin  Chittenden, 
Matthew  Clay,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Meshack  Franklin,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  iunior,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBiyde, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newton,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Adam  Seybert,  Henry  Southard,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor, 
George  M.  Troup,  Robert  Whitehiil,  and  Robert  With- 
erspoon. 

TORPEDO  EXPERIMENT. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  appropriating  a  sum  for 
making  an  experiment  on  the  practical  utility  of 
the  Torpedo  or  submarine  explosion. 

Mr.  Lyon  expressed  a  hope  that  the  bill  would 
pass.  He  wished  that  a  trial  might  be  made  of 
this  invention  that  promised  so  much.  He  hoped 
the  House  would  not  be  influenced  against  it  by 
laughter;  they  had  got  over  the  worst  of  it  now 
the  bill  had  been  reoei?ed  from  the  Senate,  and 
he  hoped  after  going  so  far  that  they  would  go 
through  with  it. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  said  that  as  the  non-intercourse 
law  was  yet  in  existence,  and  as  gentlemen  de- 
clared they  would  not  repeal  it  without  a  substi- 
tute, as  that  substitute  had  not  been  proposed  in 
this  House,  this  bill  from  the  Senate  perhaps  was 
the  substitute.  If  so,  he  should  be  very  read v  to 
give  $5,000  for  so  desirable  an  object ;  and  al- 
though he  had  heretofore  opposed  the  bill,  he 
felt  disposed  under  this  belief  to  withdraw  his 
opposition. 

Mr.  CluiNCT  said  that  if  it  was  intended  to 
make  an  experiment,  he  wished  it  might  be  made 
in  such  a  way  as  to  give  satisfaction.  No  one 
doubted  that  a  vessel  could  be  blown  up  with 
gunpowder;  but  in  all  experiments  made,  and  to 
be  made  made,  the  vessel  which  was  the  subject 
of  the  experiment  was  placed  under  the  control 
of  the  inventor,  and  just  where  he  wished  it. 
The  vessel  employed  for  the  purpose  might  not 
be  seaworthy,  and  if  so,  the  blowing  her  up  would 
be  no  proof  that  the  same  force  applied  to  a  ship- 
of-the-line  would  have  the  same  effect,  any  more 


than  one  could  prove  that  he  could  blow  up  a 
sbip-of-the-line  by  blowing  up  an  egg-shell.  Mr. 
d.  said  his  wish  was,  if  Congress  were  to  go  to 
the  expense  proposed,  that  they  should  do  it  like 
men  who  understood  the  object  proposed,  and 
were  desirous  of  a  satisfactory  experiment.  He, 
therefore,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  a 
section  to  this  efifect: 

«  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  cause  all  such 
obstacles  to  the  success  of  the  proposed  experiment  to 
be  interposed  as  men  experienced  in  naval  affairs  may 
suggest,  and  as  enemies  engaged  in  actual  hostility 
would  be  likely  to  invent,  so  fiur  as  the  same  is  practi- 
cable, without  endangering  the  life  of  any  citizen: 
Provided^  alwaySi  That,  in  the  selection  or  prepars^ 
tion  of  such  vessel,  or  in  its  position  and  management, 
in  the  course  of  such  experiment,  or  over  the  mode,  or 
the  particulars  of  the  resistance  to  thc^  success  of  the 
experiment  above-mentiened,  the  Torpedo  inventor, 
and  those  acting  under  his  direction  or  authority,  shall 
not  have  any  control  or  authority  whatsoever,  but,  in 
all  respects,  the  said  Torpedo  inventor  shall  be  prohib- 
ited from  every  other  communication  with  such  vessel, 
or  interference  with  her  management,  except  such  as, 
in  actual  hostility,  might  be  attainable. " 

This  amendment  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Mc- 
Kim, Lton,  and  HoLi^iiND,  on  the  around  that  the 
obstacles  to  the  experiment  would  be  interposed 
without  giving  the  inventor  an  opportunity  of 
repelling  them;  that  if  such  extensive  means 
were  made  use  of  to  interpose  obstacles,  the  same 
would  be  requisite  to  repel  them,  and  a  greater 
expense  would  be  involved  than  this  appropria- 
tion would  cover. 

Mr.  QuiNCY  replied  that  no  force  need  be  ap- 
plied or  expense  incurred  but  that  of  booms  or 
ropes  thrown  over  the  side  to  keep  the  torpedoes 
from  the  vessel. 

Mr.  duiNCT's  amendment  was  negatived  51 
to  39. 

Mr.  Lyon  moved  the  following  amendment, 
which  was  agreed  to :  "  Provided  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  be.  and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to 
report  to  Congress  the  result  of  the  experiment, 
with  his  opinion  thereon." 

Mr.  Hale  moved  an  amendment  to  this  effect: 
"Provided,  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 

*  directed  to  receive  a  sufl&cient  crew  on  board  to 

*  defend  said  vessel  from  the  effects  of  the  torpe- 

*  do  experiment,  if  a  sufficient  number  of  men 

*  will  volunteer  for  that  purpose." 

Mr.  Smilie  declared  if  the  gentleman  himself 
would  take  the  command  of  the  vessel  and  raise 
the  volunteers,  that  he  would  not  object  to  the 
amendment. 

Mr.  Hale's  amendment  was  lost,  jreas  30. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill. 

Mr.  CluiNCT  renewed  the  amendment  he  had 
proposed  in  Committee.  He  said  he  wished  to 
put  it  on  record  that  he  had, done  all  he  '^oaW^ 
prevent  the  public  monejr  from  being  expended 
on  frivolous  and  unsatisfactory  experiments, 
merely  to  afford  amusement  to  those  who  were 
to  witness  it.  . 

Mr.  Qholson  said  he  had  no  objection  to  tlie 
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amendment,  for  he  thoug^ht  it  included  no  more 
than  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  would  do  of  his 
own  accord,  if  the  bill  passed  as  it  now  stood. 

Mr.  LiTON  made  some  observations  against  the 
amendment.  He  said,  if  it  was  agreed  to,  he 
should  be  for  voting  a  larger  sum.  and  for  voting 
annually  a  sum,  to  be  deducted  from  the  expen- 
ses of  the  Navy,  till  the  utility  or  inutility  of  the 
invention  was  ascertained. 

Mr.  QtUINCy's  motion  was  negatived — yeas  45, 
nays  58,  as  follows: 

Yeas— BnrweU  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditas  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Howell 
Cobb,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  Jtmes  Emott,  Thomas  Ghokon,  Charles  Golda- 
borongh,  WillUam  Hala,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
HeuUr,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbard, 
Jaeob  Huliy,  Richard  Jackson,  Jan.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Walter  Jones,  Herman-  Knickerbacker,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  William 
MUnor,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Joaiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Samuel  Smith,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicho- 
las Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and 
James  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel Bacon,  DaTid  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  CaUionn,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  James 
Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Craw- 
ford, Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  John 
W.  Eppes,  Wm.  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  GKdeon 
Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James 
Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Wm.  Kennedy,  Mat- 
thew Lyon,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alexander 
McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Roane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Lemuel  Saw- 
yer, Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Greorge  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp- 
son, Charles  Tomer,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Withersixwn. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  to  a  third  reading, 
yeaa  63,  and  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
lime  to-day. 
The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time. 
Mr.  Dana  commenced  a  speeah  against  the 
bill- 
Before  he  concladed,  a  motion  was  made  to 
adjoorn,  and  carried. 

MoNDAT,  March  26. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  *^  An 
aec  to  alter  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act 
fixioff  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concur- 
rence of  this  House. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tristram 
Hassey.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an  amend- 
ment ;  which*  was  read,  and  concurred  in  by  the 


House.   And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  infirm, 
disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  late  and  of  the  present  Army  of  the  United 
States;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
bill  was  reported  with  amendments,  which  were 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House.  And  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  on  Wednesday  next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mumford, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this 
House  such  information  as  he  may  have  received 
touching  the  impressment  of  American  seamen^ 
which  has  been  communicated  to  the  Department 
of  State  since  the  last  report  made  to  the  Senate 
in  virtue  of  a  resolution  of  that  body  bearing  date 
the  30th  of  November  1807. 

Messrs.  Mumford  and  Seaver  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  present  the  said  resolution  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act 
to  make  public  a  road  in  Washinc^ton  county,  in 
the  District  of  Columbia;"  and  tne  same  being 
read,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An 
act  to  alter  and  amend  the  act,  entitled  '  An  act 
fixing  the  Military  Peace  Establishment  of  the 
United  States,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

MR.  PINKKEY'S  LETTER. 

A  motion  was  sade  by  Mr.  Livermorg^  that 
the  House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resohed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
copy  of  any  letters,  or  despatches,  which  may  Lave 
been  received  in  the  Department  of  State,  and  do  not 
require  secrecy,  from  Mr.  Pinkney,  our  Minister  at  the 
Court  of  London,  since  his  receipt  of  the  letter  of  the 
23d  of  November,  1809,  from  the  Secretary  of  State, 
communicated  to  this  House  by  the  President,  on  the 
29th  of  said  month. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  he  saw  what  was  intended  by 
the  mover  of  the  resolution.  It  was  wished  that 
the  House  would  deny  the  call.  It  had  already 
been  denied  in  Massachusetts. 

Mr.  Cook  wished  the  resolution  to  pass.  He 
said  it  would  be  inferred  from  a  refusal  to  pass  it, 
that  there  had  been  no  such  letter,  or  that  it  waa 
not  of  the  purport  which  it  was  said  to  be.  It 
might  be  an  unoffical  without  being  a  confidential 
letter.  Whether  it  was  confidential  or  not,  some 
answer  would  be  received. 

Mr.  LiVERMORB  said  that  he  had  been  told  by 
gentleman  in  conversation  that  information  had 
been  received  by  the  Secretary  of  State  that  the 
doings  of  the  British  Minister  here  were  disap- 
proved by  his  Government,  and  that  a  new  Min- 
ister would  be  sent  out.  If  this  was  the  fact,  it 
was  very  important  that  the  House  should  know 
it.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seemed 
to  suppose  that  the  mover  wished  the  resolution 
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not  to  be  adopted.  How  ia  the  name  of  common 
sense  or  candor,  Mr.  L.  asked,  could  it  be  supposed 
that  the  resolution  was  introduced  for  t^a  purpose 
of  being  rejected  ?  He  said  it  gave  him  happiness 
that  he  should  make  any  motion  for  the  good  of 
bis  country,  which  should  be  advocated  by  a  gen- 
Ueman  who  was  so  influential,  iiom  the  powers 
of  his  eloquence^  from  his  standing  in  society,  and 
other  considerations,  as  his  colleague  (Mr.  Cook.) 
Mr.  L.  said  he  had  some  time  ago  expressed  the 
satisfaction  he  felt  in  antioipatinff  that  he  should 
be  in  the  majority  before  the  end  of  the  present 
aession ;  and  he  should  be  glad  to  find  himself  in 
that  predicament  in  relation  to  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  said  he  had  beard  it  said  that 
a  letter  had  been  received  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  going:  to  this  object;  that,  notwithstanding 
the  dismission  of  Mr«  Jackson,  the  British  Qoy- 
ernment  retained  an  amicable  disposition,  that 
Mr.  Jackson's  conduct  was  disapproved,  that  he 
would  be  recalled,  and  that  another  Minister 
would  be  sent.  A  motion  had  been  submitted  to 
reduce  the  Army  aod  Navy-^-was  it  not  proper, 
previous  to  a  decision  on  this  motion,  to  know 
what  was  the  situation  of  a&irs?  And  if  such 
^  letter  was  in  existence,  ought  not  the  Represen- 
tatives of  the  people  to  nave  it  for  their  informa- 
tion ? 

Mr.  McKitf  said  he  had  not  seen  the  letter,  but  he 
had  understood  the  purport  of  it,  he  believed,  cor- 
rectly,  and  satisfactorily  to  himself.  Others  might 
not  have  had  the  same  satisfactory  account,  and 
he  had  no  objection  that  it  should  go  to  the  pub- 
lic. It  could  not  be  got  except  called  for,  being 
an  unofficial  letter,  because  it  would  be  indecorous 
in  the  PieaLdent  to  submit  it  t»  the  House  with- 
out a  call. 

^  Dana  was  Qot  disposed  to  cajl  uppn  the 
President  lo  violate  private  confidence.  He  did 
«ot  imagine,  where  the  Preaid/^t,  or  Siecretaf  y 
of  State,  in  their  private  capacity,  reeeiTed  let- 
ters as  private  gentlenajen,  that  Uie  House  could 
cftU  for  them.  Uut  if  information  from  a  public 
Minister  as  to  the  manner  in  which  he  had  done 
his  public  duty  had  been  received  in  a  letter  at 
the  Department  of  State,  it  was  an  abuse  of  terms 
to  call  it  a  private  letter.  And  if  such  a  leUer 
had  been  received,  he  was  decidedly  for  calling 
for  it. 

Mr.  BA08ETT  siud  he  had  at  first  riew  been 
o^pposed  to  the  resolution,  conceiving  it  to  pro- 
pose going  a  step  further  than  they  had  ever  goae 
before.  But  on  reflection  he  conceived  that  the 
letter  in  question  stood  much  in  the  same  relation 
•8  other  papers  that  had  been  heretofore  called 
for  by  the  Houoe,  and  he  should  therefore  vote  for 
the  resolution. 

Mr.  BvB  WELL  said  be  had  no(aeen  the  letter  or 
iAy  extract  from  it ;  hut,  as  far  as  he  understood 
it8ckaMcter,itwas  a  letter  intended  more  to  give 
the  Government  of  the  United  States  an  idea  of 
the  temper  and  dbposition  of  some  officers  of  the 
British  Gfovernment  than  to  make  any  statement 
•£  facts.  It  stated  a  coayeraation  with,  a  leading 
member  of  the  British  Ministry,  in  which  he  had 
expressed  himself  disposed  to  continue  friendly  | 


intercourse  with  this  country,  and  stated  that  no- 
thing which  had  occurred  would  alter  the  exist- 
ing relations.  However  important  this  informa- 
tion, it  formed  no  ground  on  which  the  Qouse 
could  act ;  and  he  was  therefore  opposed  to  call- 
ing for  it,  more  especiallv  when  the  next  arrival 
from  England  would  protMtbly  brin^  some  official 
act  of  the  British  Qovernment  which  would  de- 
cidedly indicate  its  disposition. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  that  this  private  letter,  which 
had  been  made  so  public,  reminded  him  of  a  sign 
h^  had  seen  of  ^* private  entertainment*,"  so  pri- 
vate, that  it  was  advertised  by  a  sign.  He  was 
for  the  resolution.    , 

Mr.  Mum Foan  hoped  the  House  would  call  for 
this  information  and  all  other  interesting  to  the 
people.  As  they  were  to  figbt  all  aod  pay  all,  ha 
wisoed  them  to  know  aU»  He  propoaei  to  add 
to  the  resolution  an  amendment  calling  for  aa 
account  of  the  impressment  of  Amerieaoseaaieo, 
of  whom  he  had  understood  six  hundred  were 
now  annually  impressed.  Mr.  M.  however  waivedl 
this  proposition  for  the  present. 

Mr.  CfooK  said  he  felt  more  inclined  now  than 
at  first  to  call  for  this  letter  for  several  reasons, 
one  of  which  was,  his  great  reliance  on  the  un- 
derstanding and  great  powers  of  mind  of  his  col* 
league  over  the  way  (Mr.  Livbrmore)  who  had 
thought  proper  to  offer  the  motion.  The  gentle- 
men was  so  successful,  and  generally  iotejrested  ths 
House  so  much,  his  conduct  was  generally  chax- 
i^cterized  by  so  much  propriety,  that  he  hoped  hii 
i^otton  would  he  adopted. 

Mr.  QoLnsBoiiouGB  protested  against  the  prac- 
tice of  attribuiting  improper  motives  to  those  wh9 
made  propositions  ot  this  kind ;  for  a  sufficient 
motive  to  induce  the  House  to  pans  the  resohttioa 
would  he  found  in  the  evident  propriety  of  having 
before  them  all  accessible  information  on  the  siilh 
jeet  of  our  foreign  relations. 

After  some  further  conversation, 

Mr.  Lyon  mored  lo  amend  the  resolution  by 
adding,  after  the  word  "State,"  the  words  "or 
Secretary  thereof." — Negatived,  ayes  30. 

The  resolution  was  passed — yeas  109,  nays  1^ 
as  follows : 

Ybas — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Eie- 
kiel  Baoon,  BurweU  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  Jas.  Breckenridge,  John  Brown,  Robt.  Brown, 
Wm.  Butler,  Jos.  Calhoun,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epaph- 
rodHus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clar, 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orekard 
Cook,  James  Cox,  WiUiam  Crawford,  Richard  Cuttf* 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Joseph  Deihs> 
William  Ely,  Jametf  Emott,  William  Fmdley,  Jona- 
than Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Bar»|lai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Charias 
Goldsborough,  Peterson  Ooodwjn,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Edwin  Gray,  WilHam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heister,  WUham  Helms,  Beniamin  Howard, 
Jonathan  H.  Hnhbard,  Jacob  Hofij,  Richard  JaokMB. 
jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  WiUiam  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis, 
junior,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermoif,  Robeirt  Le  Soy 
Livingston,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nalhaniel  Maoon,  Rohert 
Marion,  Yinoeat  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  William  Mikior,  John  MontgomMJ, 
Thomfs  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  »• 
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MtunfurJ,  no«.  N^fon,  Jbhn  Nidiolson,  Jowph  Petr- 
flOD,  Benjmmiii  Piekman,  jr^  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter 
B.  Piirter,  EIi«ha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ban- 
dog, John  Reft  of  PenmyWania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
■«■€•,  Mttttfaiae  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Root, 
Ehenezer  Sage,  Thomaa  Sammona,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Ehenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dan- 
iel Sh^ey,  Dennb  Smett,  J<^n  Smilie,  George  Smith,, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smithy  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Storgea,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor, 
John  Thompson,  George  M.  Ttdup,  Cha^Ieb  Turner, 
junior,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Yan  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  K^an  K.  Yah  Renssblafer,  Robert  Weak- 
ky,  Labaii-  Wheatbn,  Ezekfd  Whitman,  James  WU- 
■00,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherapooli. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Adam  Boyd,  William 
A.  Burwell,  John  Dawson,  James  Holland,  Richard 
M.  Johnson,  Watter  Jones,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleasant 
M.  Miller,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
Nelson,  John  Pbrtter,  and  Rot^ert  Whitehill. 

Mr.  LiTERlf  ORB  and  Mr.  Root  were  appointed 
a  committee  to  wait  oa  the  President  with  the 
retolution. 

TORPEDO  EXI^EftlMENT. 

The  bfn  Tanking  an  ap^opriatiott  for  the  pur- 
pose of  makiof^  ail  eYpefhneDt  on  the  practical 
use  of  the  torpedo,  or  subraariae  expkwion,  was 
taken  up. 

Mr.  UAMA  said  that  the  ^estion  now  before  the 
House  did  not  relale  to  aay  die^ee  of  reputation 
which  any  individual  might  claim  for  any  inven- 
tion, nor  to  any  interest  he  might  have  in  any 
discovery  he  had  made.  The  question  was,  whe- 
ther this  proposition  now  appeared  before  the 
House  under  such  circumstances  that  they  should 
step  out  of  the  ordinary  course  of  encouragement, 
giren  by  law  to  inventors,  to  provide  the  means 
of  making  an  experiment  at  the  public  expense. 
This,  Mr.  D.  said,  was  the  simple  inquirv  to  be 
made ;  and,  however  eminent  or  distinguished  in 
the  wallts  of  science,  or  however  irradiated  bv 
the  splendor  of  genius,  it  belonged  to  no  individ- 
tial  to  demand  of  the  Legislature  that  they  should 
adopt  anv  system  previous  to  its  utility  being  as- 
certained. No  individual  could  arrogate  it  to 
himself;  and,  when  any  individual  pressed  him- 
self upon  the  Legislature,  it  was  a  question  whe- 
ther this  experiment  was  worthy  to  be  made; 
whether  the  invention  promised  anf  possible  good 
worthy  of  this  experiment. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  had  no  wish  to  detain  the 
House,  but  he  had  really  doubted,  fbr  himself, 
whether,  with  the  views  he  entertained  on  this 
subject,  it  was  compatible  with  the  respect  due 
to  the  House  to  withhold  some  of  the  sentiments 
which  occurred  to  him  in  opposition  to  this  bill. 
Id  every  instance  in  which  a  sum  of  mdney  had 
heretofore  been  appropriated  to  encourage  inven- 
tions, it  had  been  tor  some  object  admitted  to  be 
of  valu^  for  something  intended  to  be  of  u$e,  and 
which,  prior  to  making  the  appropriation  in  rela- 
tion to  It,  had  been,  in  a  degree,  examined.  This, 
however,  was  a  thing,  which,  on  the  face  of  it, 
appropriated  a  sum  or  money  for  the  purpose  of 
making  experiments  to  ascertain  the  use  of  the 


invention.  It  was  therefbre,  perhaps,  the  first  ti^ 
propriation  of  the  kind  ever  proposea. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  did  not  perceive  that  any  ex- 
periment could  be  made,  in  time  of  peace,  to  as- 
certain this  thing,  so  as  to  decide  the  (question  of 
the  practical  use  of  the  torpedo;  for,  with  respect 
to  every  ouestion  stated  in  the  publication  laid 
on  the  table,  with  respect  to  any  principle  which 
the  inventor  proposed  to  establish  by  any  specific 
experiment,  With  respect  to  any  question  which 
related  to  natural  agents  or  their  physical  efi^ct, 
he  thought  it  proper  to  admit  the  whole. 

In  the  first  place,  Mr.  D.  said  that  he  admitted 
that  the  explosive  force  of  gunpowder,  placed  at 
the  keel,  might  destroy  any  ship.  Another  thing 
he  would  admit,  that  a  person  might  deposite 
powder  in  a  metallic  case,  which  should  remain 
under  water;  that  the  case  might  be  made  water- 
tight, and  that  the  clock-work  contained  in  it 
might  be  put  in  motion.  He  would  admit,  also^ 
that  this  machine  might  be  balanced  so  that  ita 
gravity  should  be  nearly  equal  to  that  of  the 
water ;  that  the  action  of  the  current  or  tide  might 
bear  such  a  magazine,  so  specifically  apportioned, 
beneath  the  bottom  ot  the  vessel. 

But,  when  all  these  things  were  admitted,  Mr. 
Dana  said  that  he  did  not  perceive  that  any  one 
point  was  gained  as  respected  the  obiect  of  the 
experiment,  for  it  must  be  considered  that  all  thia- 
experiment  could  only  go  to  decide  the  action  of 
natural  physical  powers,  where  the  efforts  of  gt* 
nius  were  not  combined. 

As  respects  the  whole  of  the  thinjg  itself,  as  far 
as  I  understand  it,  I  perceive  noChing  new  in  it^ 
I  do  not  conceive  that,  oa  this  subject,  there  it 
anything  very  novel  in  point  of  principle.  There 
may  be  somethLog  in  the  modification  of  it;  bot^ 
as  respects  the  main  principle,  there  is  nothing 
new.  The  idea  was  started  during  the  war  m 
the  American  Revolution,  and  various  experi* 
ments  were  made  on  it.  The  Gommander-in* 
Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  at  that 
time,  was  not,  as  I  have  understood,  impreated 
himself  with  much  confidence  in  the  experiment* 
But  a  gentleman  of  his  family,  and  an  officer  of 
his  Army,  who  had  more  conndence  in  it,  made 
the  experiment ;  and,  ultimately,  the  experiment 
was  pretty  much  given  up. 

As  he  did  not  speak  at  random,  Mr.  D.  asked 
leave  to  call  the  attentton  of  the  House  to  the 
principles  of  the  inrentton  Of  David  Bu^hneil,  of 
Connecticut.  [Mr.  D.  here  read,  frdm  the  Phi" 
kmphical  TVoMMcruma,  an  aecoamt  of  a  machine 
invented  by  Mr.  Bushnelt,  in  many  respects  simi- 
lar to  that  mvented  by  Mr.  Fvlton.] 

The  principal  difl^ence  between  these  two  in- 
ventions, Mr.  D.  said,  appeared  to  be  in  the  mode 
of  conveying  the  machine  to  the  keel  of  the  ship. 
The  plan  of  Mr.  Pulton  was,  instead  of  convey- 
ing it  by  means  of  a  diving-boat,  to  convey  it  by 
the  action  of  the  current  to  the  place  where  it 
was  to  operate.  To  do  this  he  proposed  two 
modes.  As  respected  the  first,  the  action  of  the 
current  on  the  torpedo  placed  obliquely,  Mr.  D. 
said  he  had  no  doubt.    It  was  the  principle  on 
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which  the  helmsman  steers  his  ship,  and  the  sea- 
man manages  bis  sails  ^  the  principle  on  which 
boats  are  made  to  pass  ferries  by  the  oblique  ac- 
tion of  the  current.  As  respected  the  second 
mode,  the  use  of  the  harpoon-sun,  there  was  no 
novelty  in  that  certainly.  It  nt^d  been  used  in 
Europe  in  the  whale  fishery,  where  they  were  not 
trained  in  this  species  of  «sbing  so  as  to  produce 
dexterity  in  throwing  the  harpoon.  Premiums 
had  been  given,  and  attempts  made  to  discharge 
a  harpoon  with  a  ring  and  rope  attached  to  it,  at 
the  distance  of  ten  fathoms,  which  was  a  greater 
distance  than  the  most  experienced  and  skilful 
could  strike  with  eflfect. 

The  question  which  Mr.  D.  said  he  proposed, 
was,  whether  obstacles  could  not  be  interposea 
by  naval  men.  As  resj)ected  firing  the  harpoon- 
^un,  he  should  suppose  it  a  want  of  skill  or  atten- 
tion in  the  experiment  if  it  failed  to  take  effect. 
That  a  harpoon  might  be  fired  into  a  vessel,  that 
the  torpedo  would  go  under  her,  and  that  a  ves- 
sel which  could  be  bought  for  $5,000,  might  be 
blown  up  in  this  way,  he  had  na doubt ;  but  when 
all  this  IS  done,  what  does  it  ascertain  ?  As  re- 
spects making  a  torpedo,  any  person  who  is  in 
the  neighborhood  of  a  good  gun  and  locksmith, 
and  has  good  powder,  can  construct  one.  Mr.  D. 
said  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  spending  this 
sum  of  money  rather  for  amusement  than  for 
anything  else.  He  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
it,  because  he  did  not  perceive  any  one  thing  to 
be  learnt  from  an  experiment.  He  was,  there- 
fore against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Con- 
necticut had  shown  his  own  conviction  of  the 
utility  of  torpedoes,  and  it  would  be  worth  while 
to  give  five  thousand  dollars  to  establish  the  same 
conviction  in  others.  If  I  had  the  (wentieth  part 
of  the  certainty  on  the  subject  whicn  that  fi^entle- 
man  has,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  should  not  vote  tor  the 
experiment.  I  have  no  desire,  in  voting  for  any- 
thing of  this  kind,  to  give  up  any  other  kind  of 
defence.  1  know  it  is  all  important  in  us  to  de- 
fend onr  ports  and  harbors.  If  it  was  not  for  our 
extensive  seacoast,  I  should  not  be  so  extremely 
averse  to  going  to  war.  I  would  leave  no  means 
untried  to  protect  this  seacoast.  However  little 
the  hope  might  be,  if  there  was  the  least  thing  to 
hang  hope  on,  I  would  jive  $5,000  for  the  experi- 
ment. I  have  voted  ior  the  highest  sum  ever 
called  for  for  the  defence  of  New  York;  but  still, 
when  I  look  to  the  steeples  of  the  fine  churches, 
and  to  the  banks,  &c.)  of  that  city,  exposed  as  it 
is  and  must  be,  I  am  struck  with  horror.  Not- 
withstandinff  all  the  exertions  which  have  ever 
been  made  for  them,  they  must  still  be  insecure. 
If  ^5,000  would  carry  conviction  as  far  on  the 
rest  of  the  House  a.s  with  the  gentleman  from 
Connecticut,  the  money  would  be  well  laid  out 
to  enable  us  to  go  on  with  a  further  experiment 
of  this  plan. 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  read  a  long 
history  of  the  torpedo  experiment  made  many 
years  ago.  I  believe^  sir,  Mr.  Fulton  has  but  lit- 
tle merit  in  originatmg  the  thin^.  Let  gentle- 
men recollect  what  an  alarm  this  thing  made. 


and  how  uneasy  the  British  were  daring  the  Rev- 
olutionary war^  till  they  thought  they  had  got  rid 
of  these  machines.  I  cannot  forget  the  alarm 
which  they  excited,  and  will  take  the  liberty  to 
quote  Hopkinson  on  the  subject,  who  was  a  wit- 
ness to  the  transaction : 

"  Twos  early  day,  as  poets  say, 
Jast  when  the  snn  was  rising, 

A  soldier  stood  on  log  of  wood. 
And  saw  a  sight  surprising. 

<<A8  in  amaze  he  stood  to  gaze. 

The  truth  can*t  be  denied,  sir, 
He  spied  a  score  of  kegs  or  more. 

Come  floating  down  the  tide,  sir. 

<<A  sailor,  too,  in  jerkin  blue. 
The  strange  appearance  viewing, 

First  damnM  his  eyes,  in  great  surprise, 
Then  said — ^  some  mischiers  brewing.' 

(« These  ktgs  now  hold  the  rebels  bold, 

Pack'd  up  like  pickled  herring, 
And  they're  come  down,  t'attack  the  town 

In'  this  new  way  of  ferry'ng. 

<*  The  soldier  flew ;  the  sailor  too. 
And,  scar'd  almost  to  death,  sir, 
•  Wore  out  their  shoes  to  spread  the  news. 
And  ran  till  out  of  breath,  sir. 

*<Now  up  and  down,  throughout  the  town, 
Most  frantic  scenes  were  acted ; 

And  some  iva  here,  and  some  ran  there, 
Like  men  almost  distracted. 

« Some  fire  cried,  which  some  denied. 

But  said  the  earth  had  quaked ; 
And  girls  and  boys,  with  hideous  noise. 

Ran  through  the  town  half  naked."  6lc.  ^cc 

If  a  parcel  of  kess,  in  those  days,  alarmed  them 
so  much,  what  wiU  Fulton's  torpedoes  do  now? 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  that  what  had  fallen  from 
the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  had  operated 
powerfully  on  his  mind  to  satis^  him  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  appropriation.  He  says,  observed 
Mr.  McK.,  that  he  has  no  doubt  they  will  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect.  Now,  sir,  when  I  am  in- 
formed, from  so  respectable  a  source,  of  their 
effect  when  properly  placed  under  the  ship,  I  am 
induced  to  vote  for  this  appropi^ation.  It  one  ol 
these  machines  in  an  hundred  should  take  effect, 
the  object  would  be  perfectly  gained.  If  we  could 
only  blow  up  one  or  two  in  a  squadron,  we  should 
not  hereafter  be  disturbed  by  British  squadrons 
in  our  waters.  I  have  listened  with  great  pleas- 
ure to  the  lecture  of  the  gentleman  on  pneumat- 
ics, hydraulics,  &c.,  for  I  know  not  where  I  could 
have  derived  so  much  information  as  from  that 
gentleman,  and  I  take  the  opportunity  of  retura- 
inff  my  thanks  to  him. 

Mr.  FiSK  said  he  was  against  the  bill,  but  from 
different  reasons  than  other  gentlemen  were.  I 
do  believe,  said  he,  that  in  some  cases,  the  an- 
chored torpedoes  may  be  effectual;  but  I  do  not 
believe  that  anything  to  result  from  this  bill  will 
be  of  service  .to  the  country.  I  do  not  entertain 
any  doubt  thai  a  vessel  may  be  blown  up.  The 
explosion  will  take  place,  the  wreck  will  be  left 
in  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  it  may  cost  ^.000  xo 
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raise  it,  or  it  may  remain  as  an  obstacle  to  the 
iDTasioD  of  the  capital.  If  Congress  are  at  this 
time  seriously  to  resort  to  the  torpedo  system  of 
defence,  let  as  do  it  in  a  more  serioas  manner ; 
let  OS  roakeiBi  respectable  provision  to  purchase 
torpedo  manition,  and  create  a  torpedo  corps  un- 
der certain  regulations.  We  have  got  military 
and  nayal  armaments ;  let  us  make  a  torpedo 
armament.  At  the  same  time,  it  was  but  justice 
to  the  inventor  to  say,  that  he  considered  the  an- 
chored torpedo  as  a  very  useful  invention.  Mr. 
F.  moved  to  recommit  the  bill,  to  inquire  into  the 
propriety  of  appropriating  such  a  sum  of  money 
as  the  Secretar)[  of  the  Navy  should, deem  ade- 
quate to  the  object,  for  the  sum  proposed  cer^ 
tainiy  was  not. 

j^r.  QniNCY  said  he  agreed  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  in  his  opposition  to  the  bill,  be- 
cause, if  a  fair  experiment  was  intended^  the  ap- 
propriatioB  was  totally  insufficient.  This  morn- 
ing, in  a  conversation  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  I  understood  that  this  sum  will  n^  enable 
a  vessel  to  be  placed  in  that  situation  which  will 
give  a  fair  experiment.  If  we  pass  this  bill,  it 
will  be  utterly  useless  to  the  purpose  proposed. 
If  the  object  be  to  have  gentlemen  who  never 
saw  such  a  thing  gratified  with  an  explosion,  that 
object  will  be  attained,  but  no  other.  Let  us 
have  an  estimate  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
of  the  probable  expense,  or  the  whole  sum  appro- 
priated may  be  lost,  and  the  law  will  prove  ut- 
terly disgraceful  to  those  who  passed  it. 

Mr.  HoLULND  said  he  had  understood,  from  the 
torpedo  inventor  himself,  that  $5,000  would  be 
amply  sufficient. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  had  no  belief  that  any  ves- 
sel could  be  purchased  for  five  thousand  dollars, 
on  which  a  sufficient  experiment  could  be  made. 
He  conceived  that  the  experiment  could  only  be 
made  in  hostile  operations.  We  are  told  that  these 
torpedoes  would  destroy  the  navy  in  the  British 
CbanoeL  Do  we  doubt  the  inveteracy  of  the 
French  hatred  of  the  British  navy,  when  it  has 
existed  so  many  years?  If  this  invention  would 
command  the  British  Channel — and  millions  are 
bot  dust  in  the  balance  for  this  object — to  enable 
Bonaparte  to  strike  at  the  British  soil,  why  has 
not  the  invention  been  patronized  by  France  ?  It 
has  been  rejected  by  France,  and  reject^  by  Ens- 
land  after  an  expense  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars — and  now  are  we  to  take  it  up?  It  is 
ait  a  statio|iary  resistance  to  be  made  to  a  naval 
force  where  there  are  fortresses  also,  that  the  tor- 
pedo may  be  made  use  of.  if  they  can  be  used  at 
all ;  where  chains,  or  chevaux-de-frises,  are  made 
use  of,  it  may  be  used  as  auxiliary  to  other  aids 
in  terrifying  the  enemy.  As  to  setting  these  ma- 
chines afloat,  firing  harpoons  into  vessels,  calcu- 
lating the  chance  of  boats  getting  away  when  a 
single  shot  may  send  them  to  the  bottom,  I  have 
no  opinion  of  it  at  all. 

Mr.  Lton  said  he  should  not  vote  for  recom- 
mitment, not  that  he  had  not  rather  that  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  were  appropriated  than  five  thou- 
sand ;  but  the  House  had  the  Senators  opinion  on 
that  point  before  them.    He  agreed  with  gentle- 


men entirely,  that  there  never  could  be  a  com- 
plete experiment  until  time  of  war.  But  that  was 
no  reason  why  we  should  not,  before  war  came, 
be  in  a  fair  state  to  try  the  experiment  in  war. 

Mr.  FisK  said  he  had  not  seen  the  experiment 
which  had  been  made  at  New  York,  but  he  had 
conversed  with  hundreds  who  •had.  He  had  no 
doubt  but  the  invention  might  be  useful,  but  how 
was  its  utility  to  be  ascertained,  unless  in  the  ves- 
sel to  be  attacked  there  was  a  crew  prepared  to 
resist  the  approach  of  the  boats,  or  prevent  the 
operation  of  the  torpedo?  The  nation  would  be  no 
more  convmced  of  their  utility  after  an  expendi- 
ture of  five  thousand  dollars  than  they  now  are. 
It  is  because  I  have  confidence  in  the  efiect  of  an- 
chored torpedoes,  that  I  am  for  recommitting  the 
bill.  By  passing  the  bill  as  it  is,  we  shall  de- 
monstrate nothing  but  the  expenditure  of  money. 
I  am  for  making  an  actual  experiment  on  an  ene- 
my's vessel.  To  attack  a  well-manned  frigate, 
is  a  very  difierent  thing  from  attacking  an  old 
hulk,  perfectly  at  the  disposal  of  the  projectors. 
If  we  were  to  pass  a  bill  constructing  a  torpedo 
corps,  and  offering  a  bounty  on  every  ship  blown 
up,  it  would  be  much  better  calculated  to  make 
an  impression  of  our  seriousness  than  this  bill. 

Mr.  Tallmauge  said  that,  having  been  absent 
from  the  House  at  the  time  this  bill  was  first  in- 
troduced, he  knew  not  what  arguments  had  been 
offered  in  favor  of  it.  He  said  he  was  always 
already  to  encourage  inventions,  dbc.,  but  when  a 
measure  was  presented  which  had  no  novelty  in 
it,  he  could  not  be  satisfied  to  give  a  silent  vote 
on  the  bill  for  encouraging  it. 

My  honorable  colleague  stated  fairiy  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  submarine  boat  was  con- 
structed ;  and  I  believe,  said  Mr.  T.,  that  there  is 
no  gentleman  in  this  House  who  doubts  the  power 
of  gunpowder,  placed  under  the  bottom  of  a  ves- 
sel, to  uestroy  it.  I  have  seen  it  tried  during  the 
war  in  a  great  variety  of  ways.  I  became  per- 
fectly satisfied  that  the  principle  was  just;  the 
only  difficulty  was  to  place  the  magazine  in  suck 
a  situation  that  it  should  have  the  greatest  possi- 
ble efiiect. 

.  I  well  recollect,  that  in  1777,  when  Bushnell 
was  called  on  to  make  an  experiment  on  a  Brit- 
ish brig  of  32  guns,  lying  in  North  river,  a  de- 
tachment of  troops  was  directed  to  proceed  down 
the  river  to  enable  him  to  make  the  experiment 
free  from  interruption.  I  had  the  honor  to  conii- 
mand  the  detachment,  and  continued  there  one 
month.  The  object  or  the  troops  under  my  im- 
mediate command  was  to  keep  off*  all  hostile  per- 
sons, whether  of  the  enemy  or  persons  unfriendly 
to  the  invention,  that  he  niight  have  every  oppor^ 
tunity  to  make  his  experiment  with  success.  His 
object  was  at  ebb  tide  to  get  into  the  river  a  boat 
constructed  for  the  purpose,  and  pass  down  the 
river,  and,  if  possible,  fix  his  magazine  of  pow- 
der to  the  bottom  of  the  enemy's  vessel.  He 
tried  it  over  and  over  again.  Sometimes  he 
would  entirely  miss  the  vessel;  sometimes  he 
would  come  so  near  that  he  would  get  intimi- 
dated and  retire  again ;  till,  sir,  I  became  so  heart- 
ily sick  of  the  business,  and  of  that  sort  of  duty, 
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that  I  wished  the  boat  and  man  were  both  at  the 
bottom  of  the  ocean.  I  state  this  to  show  the 
difficulty,  danger,  and  what  I  myself  conceive  to 
be  the  impossibility  of  placing  the  magazine  un- 
der the  vessel.  So  much  for  this;  and  I  take 
Mr.  Fulton's  machine  to  be  bottomed  precisely 
on  the  sanae  principle,  the  difference  only  being 
in  the  mode  01  application. 

I  have  no  idea  of  laughing  the  subject  ont  of 
the  House ;  but  how  can  gentleitien  see  the  least 
probability  of  success  in  the  invention  ?  Sup- 
pose a  frigate  at  anchor,  and  a  few  boats  endeav- 
oring to  harpoon  this  vessel.  Do  ffentlemen  sup 
pose  that  boats  can  approach  without  (he  most 
imminent  danger  ?  And,  grantin|^  that  tiie  har- 
poon strikes,  where  is  all  the  nautical  skill  of  the 
men  when  they  see  this,  if  they  do  not  prevent 
it  from  taking  efiect.  Suppose  a  perfectly  mire 
fffaot.  and  that  the  harpoon  should  b6  fastened  in 
the  DOW,  is  it  possible  that  the  rope  to  which  the 
torpedo  is  attached  would  not  be  cut.  and  the 
torpedo  left  to  float  below  perfectly  harmless? 
Do  gentlemen  consider  harpooaioff  a  vessel  to  be 
like  harpooning  a  whale,  which  has  no  men  on 
board  of  it  to  take  out  the  harpoon  ?  I  cannot 
bring  myself  to  believe  it  possible  that  a  crew  on 
b<Nird  a  ship  could  see  all  arovnd  her,  and  yet 

eermit  a  torpedo  to  be  attached  to  her  and  place 
er  in  such  a  condition  as  to  be  liable  to  be  to- 
tally destroyed  with  evfery  person  on  board. 

It  does  seem  to  me  that  this  sort  of  philosophi- 
cal experiment  ong^t  not  to  be  gone  into  by  this 
House.  If  it  be  necessary  to  employ  anything 
of  this  kind,  it  would  be  vastly  preferable  that 
we  should  not  go  through  all  this  solemn  farce  of 
passing  a  law  for  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  a  sort 
of  plavfnl  experiment,  and  there  is  prorably  a 
day  of^our  time  to  be  devoted  to  it,  when  in  truth 
no  solid  advantages  can  accrue  from  it.  I  am 
unwilling  on  another  ground,  because  the  thing 
itself  would  expose  the  Government  to  a  sort  of 
ridicule.  If  we  pass  this  bill,  and  the  experiment 
be  made ;  if  a  brig  be  bought  for  this  money  and 
totally  destroyed,  there  will  be  still  as  much  proof 
wanting  to  demonstrate  that  this  is  an  experi- 
ment on  which  we  can  rely,  as  there  was  before. 
I  am  against  it  on  another  ground  4  that,  if  we 
trust  to  this  kind  of  doubtful  defence,  we  shall 
get  into  the  habit  of  giving  up  the  more  substan- 
tial defence  of  the  country.  This  is  my  solid 
reason  for  votir.g  against  this  bill.  No  one  ever 
yet  found  any  way  of  getting  along  in  solid  de- 
fence but  by  solid  preparation.  I  should  rather 
come  into  honorable  combat  than  fiffht  with  this 
underhand  explosion,  when  especially  there  is  so 
much  douU  in  it.  If  an  experiment  could  be 
made,  however,  without  all  this  solemn  farce,  I 
do  not  know  that  I  should  have  any  objection  to 
it. 

The  motion  for  recommitment  was  lost — 50 
to  45. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  was 
then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  65,  nays  53,  as  follows : 

TsAt — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WilUs  Alston,  jr.,  William 
ABderM>n,  Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Barwell  Bas- 


■ett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robt*  Brown,  Joe.  Cidhdnn,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clop- 
ton,  Howell  Cobb,  Jas.  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  JaB.Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Catts,  John  Dawson,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  Da- 
vid 8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jono, 
William  Kennedv,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyie,  Na- 
thaniel Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  .Mex- 
ander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Jobn  Montgomeiy, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  NeWton,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthi^  Richard^  John  Rba!ne,  Ebeneter 
Sage,  Lemuel  SaV^yer,  Bbenezer  Seaver,  Adam  B«^- 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  JofanSmilie,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richatd  Stan- 
ford, John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  6<^e  M.  Tronp, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  and  Robert  Wither^poon. 

Nats— Daniel  Blaii^eU,  Jamcis  Breckeilrid^,  W3- 
iiam  A.  BurweD,  WUIiam  Butler,  Wm.  Ghamberiin, 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Samad 
W.  Dan«,  Jqbn  Davenport,  Jon.,  Joeepb  Dedha,  WU- 
Iiam Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fidt,  Charles  Gold^ 
boiough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwm  Gray,  Wiltiam  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  joaiot, 
Robert  Jenkins,  Josepb  Lewis  jun.,  Robert  Le  Roy 
Liyingston,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde, 
William  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mom- 
ley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Joseph  Pearson,  Beiyamin 
Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisba  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Qhincy,  John  Randolph,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Sam- 
uel Smith,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B. 
Sturges,  Jacob  8«<roope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van 
Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Renas^ 
laer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  ahB  Jsmcf 
Wilson. 


TuBdOOLY,  March  27. 

Mr.  MoftRow,  from  the  Committee  on  Publie 
Lands,  made  a  rtpott  on  the  petitkto  of  Bdwia 
Lewis ;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution  there- 
in contained  concutred  in  by  the  House,  as  fol* 
lows: 

Reaolted^  That  the  petitioner  shall  have  a  pre- 
ference in  becoming  the  purchaser  of  ive  arcr« 
of  land  situate  in  the  centre  of  hh  fitrm,  when** 
ever  the  said  land  shall  be  offered  for  aale. 

Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pofstiaot 
to  the  siiid  resolution ;  and  that  the  OomtnittJ^ 
on  the  Public  Lands  do  prepare  and  Iviog  ^^  ^ 
same. 

Mr.  MoHRow,  from  the  same  committee,  tw 
made  a  report  on  the  petition  of  Samuel  Mi^ 
referred  on  the  fifteenth  of  January  last ;  trhicji 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  therein  contained, 
concurred  ia  by  the  House,  as  follows:  . 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  Mims  be  confirmed  m 
his  title  totne  quantity  of  five  hundred  and  tw«ity- 
four  acres  of  land,  purchased  by  him  of  the  legti 
representative  of  William  Clark,  deceased,  so  as 
not  to  deprive  the  heirs  of  said  Clark  of  any  leg«J 
remedy  which  they  may  have  for  the  recovery 
of  said  land  from  the  said  Samuel  Mims,  Ais 
heirs  or  assigns. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1G33 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


1634 


March  1310. 


dain  of  Ct-nnriore  Whipple. 


H.opR. 


Ordered,  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pur>uant 
to  the  saiti  resolution ;  anil  thai  the  Commidre 
on  the  Public  Liods  do  prepare  and  bring  in  the 
same. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  ihe  same  commiuee,  pre- 
senteil  a  bill  providing  for  trie  final  adjtistnient 
of  claims  lo  lands  in  the  Territories  of  Cleans 
and  L<>ui^iana,  and  for  the  sale  of  public  lands  in 
the  Territory  of  Orleans;  which  was  real  twice, 
and  cummiiied  to  a  Cuaimittee  of  the  Whole,  on 
Monday  opxt. 

Mr.Nci.S0N  presented  a  petition  of  sundry  offi- 
cers ID  the  laie  Revolutionary  army,  residins^  io 
the  counties  of  Ji  if  rson  and  Berk»ley,in  the  State 
of  Virgioia.  praying  to  he  allowed  half  pay  du  ing 
life. — Keferred  lo  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House,  to  whom  is  committed  the  report  of  a  se- 
lect comraitiee,  made  during  the  present  session, 
on  sundry  memorials  of  other  hurviviug  officers 
of  the  Revolutionary  army. 

Mr.  ^uiNCY,  from  the  committee  appointed,  on 
the  twenty*!] r.si  ultimo,  to  inquire  into  the  state 
of  theaocieot  records  and  archives  of  the  Uni- 
ted  States,  and  what  measures  are  necessary 
for  1  more  i*afe  and  orderly  preservation  thereof, 
made  a  report  thereon;  which  was  read,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  Huu^^e 
00  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  MiLNOR,  from  the  committee  who  were 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedien^ry  of  in- 
creasing the  rate  of  full  pensi^s  to  officers  and 
soldiers  who  were  disabled  by  known  wounds  re- 
ceived in  the  Revulutiunary  w^r,  made  a  report 
thereon;  which  was  read,  and  the  resolution 
therein  cooiaioed  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as 
follows : 

Resoleedj  That  the  committee  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  this  subj*'Ci. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Tristram  Hus- 
sey  was  re.id  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

CLALH  OF  CO.M.  WHIPPLE. 

Mr.  TALLMAnoB,  from  the  committee  appoint- 
ed, on  the  petition  of  Abraham  Whipple,  made  a 
report  thereon;  which  was  read,  and  th  •  resolu- 
tion therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

That,  from  the  statement  of  the  petitioner,  it  appears 
that  he  engaged  in  the  service  of  his  country  at  the 
commenoement  of  the  Revolutionary  war  with  Great 
Britain;  that,  in  the  year  1775,  he  was  employed  by 
the  government  of  his  native  State,  Rhode  Island,  to 
dear  the  harbors  and  bay  of  Rhode  Island  of  the  ene- 
my's tenders  and  armed  vessels  vfbich  infested  those 
waters,  which  service  he  accomplished  by  captar- 
ing  some,  and  driving  off  the  residue.  In  the  same 
year  he  was  honored  with  the  command  of  the  ship 
Cot  am  bus,  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  in 
which  be  continued  to  cruize  against  the  enemy  with 
great  success,  capturing  many  of  their  vessels,  and  as- 
sisting in  the  two  expeditious  against  the  islands  of 
Bermuda  and  Providence,  bringing  from  the  la«t  place 
a  great  supply  of  ordoanoe  and  military  stores,  which 
were  very  useful  to  the  country  at  that  time. 

The  petitioner  states  many  pecuniary  hardships  and 
sufferings  which  he  underwent  during  the  contest,  both 
in  Europe  an  J  America,  especially  at  the  nege  and 
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capture  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  where  he  be« 
came  a  prisoner  of  war.  Having  now  reached  the 
seventy -seventh  year  of  his  age,  and  being  decrepit 
from  the  comrnon  infirmities  of  life,  and  especially  from 
wounds  which  he  received  in  attempting  to  save  the, 
guns  from  a  British  frigate  which  was  stranded  on  our 
coast,  he  prayt*  that  the  evening  of  his  life  may  be  made 
comfortable,  by  having  some  pecuniary  aid '  afforded 
him  by  the  Government  of  his  country. 

Tho  committee  are  fully  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
the  services  of  Commodore  Whipple,  during  the  late 
Revolutionary  war ;  and,  although  it  does  not  appear 
that  he  was  wounded  by  the  enemy  while  engaged  in 
capturing  the  many  prizes  which  he  brought  safely  into 
port,  yet  it  is  in  proof  before  your  committee  that,  while 
he  was. attempting  to  save  the  guns  and  stores  of  the 
Syren,  British  frigate,  then  ashore  on  Point  Judith,  the 
petitioner  fell  from  the  side  of  the  frigate,  more  than 
fitteen  feet,  down  amongp  the  guns,  4tc,  by  which 
means  he  was  severely  wtmnded  in  several  places,  ee* 
pecially  in  his  ankle  and  knee,  of  which  wounds  he 
was  confined  for  a  long  time  ;  and  that  he  is  a  cripple 
to  this  day,  in  consequence  of  said  wounds. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  following 
resolution : 

Htsolvedt  That  the  prayer  of  Abraham  Whi}>ple  i* 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Extract  from  a  communication  made  by  Benjamin  J. 
Oilman^  Esq.,  dated^ 

Marietta,  January  25,  1810. 

Commodore  Whipple  informs  me  that  he  was  never 
wounded  by  the  enemy,  while  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  the  only  bodily  hurt  he  re* 
ceived  was  on  board  a  British  frigate  that  was  cast 
away  near  Newport,  Rhode  Island.  He  was  ordered 
to  dismantle  the  frigate,  and,  in  taking  out  the  guns^ 
he  had  his  knee-pan  split,  hw  leg  much  injured,  and 
his  ankle  very  badly  dislocated.  The  effects  of  this 
hurt  have  occasioned  his  being  several  times  confined 
since  he  resided  in  this  country ;  and,  at  one  time,  he 
was  unable  to  walk  for  two  months.  He  is  now  abso- 
lutely dependent  on  the  lal>or  of  his  own  hands,  in  the 
cornfield,  for  subsistence ;  and,  if  his  lameness  should 
occur  in  the  planting  season,  he  and  his  very  worthy 
wife  would  suffer. 

Being  very  far  advanced  in  life,  he  probably  will  not 
live  many  years  to  receive  the  bounty  of  his  country, 
if  he  should  be  placed  on  the  pension  list.  I  most  sin- 
cerely hope  the  law  of  the  United  States  will  permit 
this  brave  veteran  to  have  the  evening  of  his  life  made 
comfortable,  by  a  small  reward  for  past  labors. 

NsW  YOBK  DiSTBICT,  M. 

Haystead  Hacker,  of  the  city  of  New  York,  and 
branch  pilot  for  Hurlgate  and  the  Sound,  being  duly 
sworn,  saith :  That  he  was,  daring  the  American  Rev- 
olution, well  acquainted  with  Captain  Abraham  Whip- 
ple, then  in  the  American  service,  now  of  Marietta;  that, 
in  or  about  the  year  1777,  the  said  Abraham,  as  well  as 
the  deponent,  who  waa  also  in  the  American  service, 
was  ordered  by  Governor  Cook  to  take  and  save  the 
guns  and  stores  out  of  the  Syren,  British  frigate,  then 
aground  on  Point  Judith,  bilged ;  that  this  deponent 
then  commanded  the  Columbus;  that  the  said  Abra- 
ham and  dejponent  caused  proper  arrangements  to  b^ 
made  in  order  to  carry  the  said  orders  into  effect ;  that, 
while  they  were  so  engaged,  the  said  Abraham  fell 
from  the  side  of  the  ship  down  among  the  guns ;  that 
the  distance  which  be  fell  was,  to  the  best  of  deponent's 
recollection,  upwards  of  fifteen  feet ;  that  the  said  Abra- 
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ham  was  veiy  severely  wounded  in  several  places,  in- 
somuch that  he  was  confined  to  his  bed  and  under  the 
care  of  a  surgeon,  such  as  could  be  procured ;  that  the 
service  of  the  deponent's  country  called  him  from  that 
place ;  and  when  the  deponent  left  the  said  Abraham 
he  was  a  cripple,  and  that  by  means  of  the  service ; 
that  the  said  Abraham  Whipple  was  a  very  active  man 
ia  the  American  cause ;  that  the  deponent  cannot  now 
particularly  relate  the  different  wounds  the  said  Abra- 
nam  received  in  the  said  service,  not  having  been  called 
to  state  the  same  till  a  few  days  since ;  but  the  depo- 
nent well  remembers  that  he  was  severely  wounded  in 
the  ankle,  and  otherwise  much  injured. 

HAYSTEAD  HACKER. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  city  of  New  Vork,  this  10th 
day  of  February,  1810. 

M.  TALLMADGE,  Dist.  Judge. 

Mr.  Tallmadob,  from  the  same  committee, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Abraham  Whip- 

§le,  late  a  Captain  in  the  Navy  of  the  United 
ttates ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  to-morrow. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled 
'*  An  act  respecting  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain 
and  France,  and  for  other  purposes." 

A  mption  was  made  by  Mr.  Macon,  that  the 
House  do  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the 
aaid  amendments. 

Mr.  Gholson  moved  to  postpone  tbe 'further 
consideration  of  the  bill  until  Monday  next. 
Bvery  gentleman  who,  last  Monday,  voted  for 
postponement,  must  have  done  it  under  an  ezpec- 
tktion  of  receiving  some  intelligence  from  Europe, 
to  guide  the  conduct  of  the  Houne  in  relation  to 
it;  and  no  such  information  having  been  received, 
it  would  certainly  be  proper  to  postpone  it  yet  a 
while  longer. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  had  been  uniformly  anxious 
to  bring  this  bill  to  a  decision.  The  subject  was 
sufficiently  important  to  hang  in  suspense  the 
whole  commercial  enterprise  of  the  nation.  It 
was  time  that  the  nation  should  know  what  was 
to  be  dune.  Mr.  M.  said  that  be  bad  received 
many  letters  pressing  a  decision  on  the  subject.  I 
have  heretofore  stated  the  effects  of  the  non-in- 
tercourse law,  in  relation  to  which  every  man 
coincides  in  opinion.  In  addition  to  this,  I  have 
Understood  that  one  of  the  district  judfi^es  has 
|;iven  a  sort  of  extra  official  opinion  that  the  non- 
intercourse  law  is  not  in  force  as  to  Great  Britain. 
It  is  a  fact,  then,  that,  in  one  of  the  States,  the 
citizens  are  released  from  the  restraints  which  the 
law  imposes  on  other  States,  where  the  judges 
might  not  be  of  the  same  opinion.  This,  sir,  is  a 
strong  reason  for  deciding  the  question.  If  the 
House  agrees  with  the  Senate,  the  law  will  im- 
mediately be  at  an  end.  If  not,  it  will  give  way 
to  the  proposition  of  other  measures. 

Mr.  M.  nere  remarked  upon  the  various  stages 
through  which  the  bill  had  passed,  and  gave  a  de- 
tailed account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  commit- 
tee of  conference  on  the  subject. 

For  what  purpose,  asked  Mr.  M.,  should  the  bill 


be  further  postponed  7  To  get,  says  the  gentle- 
man who  makes  the  motion,  official  information 
from  Great  Britain  or  France.  If  this  be  a  good 
objection  for  postponing,  we  may  postpone  every 
thing.  When  can  we  calculate  what  either  of 
the  great  belligerents  will  do  ?  No  common  man 
can  say.  It  would  require  a  Daniel  to  do  it.  In 
the  mean  time,  all  the  honest  part  of  the  comma* 
nity  is  suffering  while  the  other  class  is  getting 
rich.  Your  sly  sort  of  people,  not  governed  br 
the  laws,  will  become  the  best  men  at  bank.  It 
certainly  will  be  recollected  that  the  committee 
of  conference  were  pressed  for  a  report  before  they 
could  possibly  make  it.  I  never  wished  to  hurry 
through  the  bill,  but  that  everv  gentleman  who 
wished  to  speak  should  declare  nis  sentiments  on 
the  subject.  Contrary  to  modern  practice,  the 
question  on  the  passage  of  this  bill  was  taken  in 
open  daylight ;  so  that,  I  presume,  every  man 
had  an  opportanity  of  delivering  his  sentiments. 
If  the  bill  be  postponed,  the  intelligence  which 
may  come,  like  that  which  has  alrea^^y  been  re- 
ceived, may  afford  no  fi^round  on  which  the 
House  can  act«  Sir,  all  tnat  can  be  asked  of  a 
man  is  to  do  what  is  right  at  the  time.  We  act, 
if  we  pass  this  bill ;  and  if,  to-morrow,  you  should 
get  information  that  would  render  the  bill  unne- 
cessary, or  point  out  a  different  measure,  would 
this  bill  stand  in  the  way,  or  show  a  want  of  sys- 
tem in  the  House,  because  they  did  at  the  time 
what  they  ought  to  have  done  ?  It  seems  to  me 
not.  Such  is  the  temper  of  all  classes  of  the 
nation,  at  this  time,  that  every  postponement  of 
the  subject,  and  every  variation  it  has  undergone, 
has  an  effect  not  only  upon  the  merchant  bat 
upon  all  the  export  produce  of  the  nation.  Every 
i;nan  who  labors  sufficiently  to  make  anything  to 
sell,  feels  the  vibration  of  this  bill  in  the  articles 
he  nas  to  sell.  Delay  is  extremely  injurious  to 
them.  I  know  it  may  be  said  that  if  we  adhere, 
as  I  propose,  the  non-intercourse  law  will  still  be 
in  force.  But,  sir,  if  we  lose  the  bill,  I  am  under 
the  impression  that  the  non-intercourse  law  will 
be  repealed.  But,  if  not,  the  destroying  this  bill 
would  be  quite  as  good  as  leaving  things  ia  the 
present  state  of  uncertainty.  Contradictory  ac- 
counts of  the  probable  course  of  Congress  arc 
spread  among  the  people,  producing  uncertainty 
and  fluctuation  in  the  markets.  I  hope,  therefore, 
that  a  poatponement  will  not  take  place,  and  that 
the  House  will  this  day  decide  the  fate  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Gold  thought  the  House  had  waited  long 
enough  for  information ;  and  he  could  not  sw 
any  possible  good  to  arise  from  preserving  this 
state  of  things.  Suppose  that  advices  to  be  re- 
ceived were  unfavorable,  and  brought  hostile 
sentiments  from  foreign  cabinets,  would  the  non- 
intercourse  be  valuable  for  any  earthly  purpose  of 
defence?  Mr.  G.  deprecated  the  procrastinating 
policy  proposed.  One  month  the  calculations  of 
the  merchants  had  been  thought  safe,  on  the  pro- 
ceedings of  this  House.  Another  month  came, 
all  these  calculations  were  reversed,  and  BfV 
ones  made  on  a  new  state  of  things  in  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature.    Reasons  were  strong 
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anintt  postponement,  and  still  stronger  in  fk?or 
of  a  concarrence  with  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Lton  said  he  conld  see  no  reason  for  post- 
poDeinent,  and  he  felt  considerable  anxiety  on  the 
subject.  What  made  him  more  anzioas  was  the 
effect  it  wonld  have  on  the  western  produce  go- 
ing down  to  New  Orleans.  The  Western  coun- 
try, he  qaid,  was  extremely  interested  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill.  As  the  restrictions,  he  perceir- 
ed,  were  to  come  off,  he  hoped  it  wonid  be  as  early 
fts  possible. 

Mr.  MiLMOB  said  that  gentlemen  mast  be  con- 
Tioeed  that  erery  day's  delay  was  important  to 
the  commercial  interest;  and,  being  so,  i hat  it 
was  important  to  the  agricultural  also.  Com- 
merce was  laboring  under  difficnlty  imposed  by 
the  noD-interconrse.  If  any  person  could  con- 
ceive that  the  non-intercourse  was  advantageous 
to  the  United  States,  or  operative  to  the  injury  of 
the  beUigerents,  he  ought  to  persevere  in  it.  But, 
said  Mr.  M.,  I  believe  the  gentleman  is  not  to  be« 
fonnd  on  this  floor,  and  [question  whether  he  can 
in  this  nation^  who  will  believe  that  it  has  been 
of  the  smallest  ad  vanuge  to  the  nation.  A  week 
mgo^  we  were  ^sked  to  continue  it  one  week,  in 
which  time,  it  was  said,  we  might  probably  receive 
MCh  news  aa  would  enable  us  to  repeal  the  non- 
inteteoiirse.  as  gentlemen  said,  without  a  surren- 
der of  oor  konor.  What  news  could  we  receive 
from  Europe,  which  would  operate  one  way  or 
the  other  on  the  question  of  getting  rid  of  the 
non-intercourse  ?  Is  a  declaration  from  England 
and  France  necessary  to  enable  us  to  get  rid  of  a 
measure  considered  unnecessary  and  injurious  ? 
Is  it  possible  that  the  honor  of  the  nation  depends 
on  adhering  to  a  tneasure  destroying  the  life- 
blood  of  the  nation  1  It  appears  extraordinary 
that  sach  an  idoi  should  be  entertained  by  any 
gentleman  in  the  House.  If  there  be  no  man  in 
the  Hoose  who  will  advocate  the  non-intercourse 
law,  in  the  name  of  Gk>d,  let  us  get  rid  of  it  as 
qaickly  aa  we  can.  Why  amuse  ourselves  with 
tne  pretext  of  preserving  the  national  honor? 
How  Is  it  possible  that  a  measnrt,  which,  from 
its  adoption  to  the  present  day.  has  operated 
against  as  and  in  favor  of  the  belligerents,  should 
preserve  the  honor  of  the  nation  1  It  is  impossi- 
ble. We  should  take  measures  to  preserve  the 
general  welfare,  and,  when  they  have  a  contrary 
eieet,  they  should  be  repealed.  The  repeal  of  the 
■on-intercourse  cannot  possibly  prevent  the  adop- 
tion of  other  measure^  nor  even  hinder  us  from 
effectually  re-enaeting  the  same  law.  But,  I  pre- 
sume, wiTf  if  we  once  get  rid  of  it,  we  shall  be  ex- 
tremely careful  how  we  saddle  the  nation  with  it 
again.  I  believe  the  good  of  the  nation  and  every 
other  consideration  should  operate  against  post- 
ponement. One  judge  having  made  up  an  opin- 
ion that  the  non-intercourse  law  does  not  exist 
as  to  Great  Britain ;  if  the  other  judges  differ 
from  him  in  opinion,  then  the  State  in  which  he 
resides  is  free  from  the  law,  while  all  the  others 
are  tied  up  by  it.  But  (he  probability  is  that  all 
the  judges  will  be  of  the  same  opinion  ;  in  which 
case  the  law  is  a  perfeotlv  dead  letter.  In  every 
view,  it  is  all  important  that  the  qaestton  should 


be  immediately  decided.  If,  indeed,  the  non-in« 
terconrse  is  to  live  out  the  remainder  of  ihe  ses- 
sion, we  ought  to  say  so  to  the  people.  This  is 
the  season  when  commerce  expands  her  wings 
to  all  quarters  of  the  globe,  if  left  free  to  her  own 
course.  It  is  a  fact,  that  vessels  are  daily  clearing 
out  for  the  ports,  voyages  to  which,  it  might  b^ 
supposed,  were  the  most  hazardous,  notwithstand* 
ing  the  decrees  and  orders.  Now,  if  they  could 
carry  on  commerce  there  with  perfect  safety,  why 
should  they  be  restrained  from  so  doing  1  It  is 
well  known  that  lar^e  qtiantities  of  our  produce 
are  carried  to  Amelia  island  and  there  reshipped 
in  British  bottoms.  It  never  can  be  advantage- 
ous that  our  produce  should  be  carried  in  a  cir» 
coitous  route  U)  market.  If  carried  directive,  it 
will  always  bring  a  higher  price  to  the  agrieuttu* 
rist  and  to  the  farmer.  Under  all  circumstances, 
1  hope  the  bill  will  not  be  itirtfaer  postponed,  but 
that  the  merchants  as  well  as  farmers  may  know 
what  they  have  to  depend  on. 

Mr.  duiNOT  said  that  the  ailments  which 
had  .been  urged  against  postponement  were  so 
conclusive  that  he  would  not  have  risen  but  to 
call  attention  to  the  last  paragraph  of  a  report  to 
the  House  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  made 
three  months  ago,  forcibly  stating  to  the  House 
the  immediate  necessity  of  repealing  or  enforc-* 
ing  the  non-intercourse  law.  Under  this  official 
notice,  this  solemn  warning^,  the  House  had  been 
sitting  near  four  months  without  doing  anything, 
and  now  it  was  proposed  to  lock  up  the  whole 
subject  for  one  week  longer.  Are  we,  said  he.  to 
wait  to  know  what  is  the  determination  of  tor* 
eign  Powers,  in  order  to  know  what  we  shall  do 
in  relation  to  our  own  measures?  It  is  not  now 
a  question  whether  or  not  the  non-int^rcoorse 
bears  on  foreign  Powers,  for  that  question  ii  now 
decided.  Honest  men,  bound  by  the  laws,  utt 
injured  by  this  law,  while  others  are  benefited  by 
it.  The  question  ought  to  be  decided,  one  way 
or  the  other,  and  the  people  no  longer  kept  in 
suspense. 

Mr.  Gh OLSON  said  that,  he.  for  one,  could  not 
conceive  that  any  good  could  resah  from  acting 
on  the  bill  now.  The  House  must  either  concur 
in  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  or  adhere.  If 
we  adhere  to  oor  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ments, the  bill  will  be  lost,  and  we  shall  be  pre- 
cisely in  statu  quo;  we  shall  be  then  precisely 
where  we  are  now*  If  we  agree  \o  the  amend- 
mentis  of  the  Senate,  we  shall  be  involved  in 
irretrievable  disgrace.  To  give  up  the  non-inter- 
course without  a  substitute  would  be  uncondU 
tional  submission.  But  it  is  said  that  the  non« 
intercourse  is  a  very  bad  measure,  and  does  not 
answer  the  object  Jt  had  in  view.  Let  gentle* 
men,  then,  offer  a  better  to  supply  its  place.  The 
circumstance  of  its  being  a  bad  one,  does  not 
prove  that  the  Hoose  should  take  no  measure  at 
all.  Is  it  possible  that  a  majority  of  this  House, 
after  the  various  votes  that  have  been  given,  can 
now  give  up  every  opposition  they  have  hereto- 
fore made  to  the  decrees  of  the  belligerents^  and 
succumb  to  the  disgrace  of  aecepting  the  bill  aa 
amended  7    If  gentlemen  are  prepared  for  this. 
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they  are  prepHred  In  vtitc  agaiiisi  ilie  postpone* 
iDdit  uC  ilie  hill.  Tiie  ^^^iiileiiinn  from  North 
Ciifolina  must  ft* 1 1  convinced  of  his  inconsisien- 
<  cy  wht-n  he  is  for  aiihetiiig,and,ai  the  same  time, 
for  prcripitaiing  a  d<  cisii-n  of  the  quesiion.  Be- 
fore we  agree  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate, 
let  UM  have  a  new  measure.  I  will  support  the 
genileman  in  any  8y.sieni  which'  will  comport 
with  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  nation  ;  hut  I 
canioi  a^ree  loa  rour>e  from  which  no  pood  can 
result,  and  which  would  ihiow  us  inlc»  the  mo^t 
atjtct  dihgrace.  What  ih  left  hy  the  Senate  wor- 
thy of  your  attention  ?  I  can  see  nothiojr  worthy 
of  consideration  in  it.  The  non  intercourse  law 
JK  now  opeiaiiiifi:  on  Great  Britain,  who,  every 
day,  feels  its  tfTecis;  and  it  operates  still  more 
strongly  upon  France.  L'-t  gentlemen  look  at 
the  crisis  just  before  the  arrangement  of  April 
last,  and  the  solicitude  caused  hy  the  renewal  of 
tbe  m-n-iitiercourse.  1  do  nut  pretend  losay  that 
it  is  the  most  efficient  iijeasure  that  can  be  adopt- 
ed ;  hut  i  never  will  admit  that  it  has  no  effect 
whatever  upon  our  adversaries.  I  rt^sret  that  some 
of  the  ct»nsequences  adverted  to  by  the  gentleman 
from  North  Carolina doaitend  the  non-intercourse; 
but  it  is  a  measure  severely  fell  by  our  adver-arie*. 
The  gentleman  from  iMa8sachusetiN(Mr.  CIuin- 
ot)  says  that  our  course  ought  not  to  be  aQVcteJ 
by  any  intelligence  from  £urot»e.  If  I  am  not 
niiitiaken,  the  gentleman  himself  yesterday  vote  i 
to  call  upon  the  President  for  i>fficial  intelligence. 
For  what  did  he  vote  for  it?  Wa^  it  not  to  afi^ct 
Ills  conduct  here  at  all?  1  will  not  pay  htm  so 
ill  a  compliment  as  lo  suppose  that  he  would  call 
upon  the  President  for  information  which  he  wa> 
determined  should  have  no  influence  on  his  con- 
duct. Even  a  little  scrawl,  a  scrap  of  paper, 
aent  in  haste,  by  a  messenger,  is  called  for,  but 
wlien  we  express  a  desire  to  have  official  intelli- 
gence, we  are  told  it  cannot  be  ner*esHary  to  influ- 
ence our  course  here.  1  .am  willing  to  act  fur 
CMir>elves,  hut,  at  the  name  time,  1  desire  lo  act 
understaiidingly ;  and  I  am,  therefore,  for  pobt- 
pooiog  a  decision. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  if  he  could  find  anything  in 
the  state  of  tilings  at  present  exisiinir.  and  which 
was  now  propositi  to  be  prolonged,  which  was  at 
all  advantageous  or  honorable  to  the  nation,  or  at 
all  in  resistance  to  the  edicts  of  the  belligerents 
apoken  of,  he  certainly  should  accord  with  gen- 
tleuien  in  thei^ desire  of  procrastinating  M»  husi- 
Bess.  The  noo-iotercourse  law,  t.aid  Mr.  T.,  is 
spoken  of  as  a  shield  from  danger,  as  a  cloak  to 
cover  us  from  shame  and  dish«inor  ;  and  when  I 
have  heard  eloquent  speecheson  the  subject.  I  have 
felt  a  sort  of  inspirited  feiling;  but,  as  soon  as  I 
examine  the  thing,  to  do  which  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  last  up,  invited  us,  I  find  that  all 
this  mighty  resistance,  this  honorable  defenre 
agrainst  the  Mligcrents,  "  melts  into  air,  thin  air." 
You  have  offered  a  bounty  to  the  dishonest  part 
of  the  community,  who  disregard  the  laws.  For 
four  montiis,  as  was  observed  by  the  gentleman 
from  Massachusetts,  we  have  neglected  to  enforce 
the  laws  fiom  infraction  by  such  characters,  and 
the  sybtem  has  rtaUy  operated  as  a  monopoly  to 


the  British  carrier.  Is  it  disgraceful  to  remove 
from  this  situation  ?  Is  it  honorable  to  continue 
in  such  a  situation  ?  Is  it  resisting  the  Orders io 
Council  of  Qreat  Britain  that  we  siill  continue 
to  afibrd  them  a  monopoly  of  the  carriage  of  our 
bulky  articles  across  the  Atlantic,  to  receive  in 
return  through  Amelia  island  the  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain,  to  be  smuggled  into  the  United 
States  to  the  advantage  of  the  same  class  of  the 
community  who  are  departing  from  otir  ports 
without  regarding  the  laws?  I  voted  heretofore 
to  insist — and  why?  Because  I  was  sincerely 
disposed  to  change  the  monopoly,  and  instead  of 
continuing  it  to  the  British,  to  give  it  to  the 
American  carrier.  1  was  in  hopes  that,  by  insist- 
ing and  having  a  conference  with  the  Senate,  we 
should  obtain  this  favorable  provision.  We  hare 
lost  it.  hut  because  1  cannot  obtain  for  the  Amer- 
ican carrier  a  monopcly  of  the  carrying  trade  to 
and  from  this  country,  shall  I  therefore  deprive 
^him  of  it  altogether,  or  shall  I  rather  allow  bim 
to  come  in  and  compete  with  foreigners  on  equal 
terms?  This  is  the  true  question.  I  was.  for 
one.  much  pleased  with  the  prorisions  of  the  bill 
as  it  went  from  this  House;  but  I  could  not  ob- 
tain them.  It  is  my  duty  to  obtain  for  the  Amer- 
ican carrier,  for  the  aericolturist,  and  for  all,  the 
best  terms  I  can  possibly  gain ;  and  an  immediate 
receding  from  our  disagreement  will  be  obtaining 
something,  though  not  all,  that  1  desired.  If 
there  be  a  sort  of  influence,  which  nobody  cao 
touch,  going  to  paralyze  the  measures  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, it  is  for  those  who  destroyed  the 
features  of  this  bill,  to  account  for  it,  and  not  for 
me  and  those  who  were  in  favor  of  the  bill.  I 
must  obtain  the  best  terms  I  can,  and  that  is  to 
be  accomplished,  in  my  opinion,  by  recediog.and 
that  sppe<iily  too.  Not  a  fortnight  ago.  the  feel- 
ings of  the  community  were  tantalized  from  one 
end  of  the  Continent  to  the  other;  and  a  single 
vote  in  this  or  that  Houfe  has  had  the  effect  of 
raising  or  depressing  the  price  of  the  commodit|[t 
earned  by  the  sweat  of  the  brow;  and,  though  it 
is  not  the  intention,  it  would  seem  as  if  the  two 
branches  of  the  Legislature,  like  the  ^pectilators 
in  Leadenhall  market,  were  here  puffing  this  way 
to-day,  and  that  way  to-raorrow,  to  change  the 
state  of  the  market.  It  is  both  undignified  and 
inexpedient  again  to  be  waiting  for  information 
from  England,  when  we  have,  already,  deferred 
hope  and  made  the  heart  sick  from  one  end  of  the 
Continent  to  the  other,  by  the  course  which  we 
have  pursued.  I  am  for  having  done  with  it.  If 
we  are  to  reject  the  bill,  and  the  non-intercourse, 
miserable  as  it  is,  to  be  left  to  expire  at  the  end 
of  the  session,  it  shall  not  be  with  my  vote.  NajTj 
sir,  if  it  were  disgraceful  that  the  non-Intercourse 
should  be  taken  off,  I  would  still  say  that  if  it  was 
to  be  annulled,  it  should  be  here  in  open  ^^f*. 
I  am  to  be  disgraced,  I  would  rather  meet  dis- 
grace here  than  at  my  own  fireside,  surrounded 
by  my  children  and  by  my  constituents.  I  will 
not  sneak  home  to  avoid  disgrace.  When  sent 
here  to  do  the  best  for  my  constituents,  I  will  act 
here  in  open  day,  as  I  think  best ;  and  am,  there* 
fore,  agaiast  any  furtlier  poatponemeoi. 
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MessrB.  Tallmadob.  Q,oinot,Cooc.  and  Dana. 
«l0O  spuke  agtiost  postponement ;  aod  Mr.  Fisk 
in  favor  of  it. 

Theqaesiion  qo  postponement  to  Monday  next, 
was  decided  as  fotlow^i : 

f  BAfl — Wiltii  Alston,  jr*,  William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Borwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Ulay,  John 
ClopCon,  Howell  Cobb,  James  (Joz,  William  Crawford, 
Kiebard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Baizillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas 
Gholaon,  junior,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Helms, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hudy,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander  McKim,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  K.  Moore,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford, 
Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennesbce,  John  Roane,  Erastna  Root,  Ebcnezer  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Ehenezer  Seaver, 
Adam  Seyhert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smiiie,  George 
Bmith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Tumer,  jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon — 54. 

Nats — Jjemoel  J.  Alston,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Wil- 
liam A.  Barwell,  William  Butler,  William  Chamber- 
lin,  Bpspbroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden, James 
Coebran,  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Dav- 
enport, joDtor,  John  Dawson,  William  Elft  James 
EoMitt,  William  Findley,  David  8.  Gariand,  Charles 
Goldsboroagh,  Thomas  K.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William 
Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan 
H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Herman  Knicker- 
backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore, 
Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel 
Macoo,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Samuel 
McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Mitnor,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  Jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,  Matthias  Richards,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
Dennia  Smelt,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Stanley,  Jamea  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Bwoope,  Samael  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Jabea  Upbam, 
NicbolM  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Eaekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson — 74. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  adhering  to  the 
diaafirreemeot  to  the  Senate's  amendments. 

Mr.  Tboup  said,  if  it  was  the  object  of  gentle- 
■ten  to  get  rid  of  all  commercial  rentriction^  they 
coald  only  do  so  by  concurring  with  the  Senate. 
If  they  adhered,  their  object  would,  indeed,  be  de- 
feated. The  non-intercourse  would  be  addled 
DO  tha  country  as  long  as  the  law  continued  in 
operation.  Look  at  the  sections  of  the  bill  as  it 
went  from  this  House,  said  Mr.  T.  It  in  true  that 
ooe  of  these  sections  repeals  the  non  intercourse, 
hot  it  is  also  true  that  another  section  substitutes 
a  measure,  which,  if  retaliated,  must  revive  the 
BOQ-ioiercoarse  in  fact.  'Not  only  are  these  pro- 
▼iatoos  inconsistent,  bat  another  section  of  tite 
bill  recognises  that  inconsistency,  and  provides  a 
remedy,  oy  authorizing  the  President  to  execute 
Ibe  law  within  four  leagues  of  the  coast,  by  em- 
piayiog  the  public  armed  rejaeU  of  the  United 


Statei9,  to  deif»ct  smugglers.  Nuw,  I  >ay,Kir,  that 
I  he  amendment  of  the  Senate,  which  goes  to  the 
dpsiruciion  of  these  sections,  has  for  its  object  the 
destruction  of  the  non -intercourse  law.  Sir,  no 
man  can  contemplate  the  non-intercourse  law  in 
a  light  more  serious  as  an  evil  to  the  people  of 
this  country  than  myself.  There  never  waj»  %. 
measure  adopted  more  deleterious  in  its  operation 
on  the  morals  and  interests  of  the  people.  The 
sinssle  efft  ct  of  it  h^s  been  to  depreciate  the  sta- 
ple commodity  of  the  country  at  the  rate  of  ooe 
hundred  per  cent.,  and  exnlt  the  B.  itish  manu- 
facturers in  the  same  ratio;  to  make  cotton  seH 
ar  eleven  cent<  a  pound,  and  to  make  the^rowera 
of  it  pay  fourteen  dollars  a  yard  for  broadcloth. 
Look  at  the  practical  operation  of  it.  A  cargo  of 
cotton  from  a  S  lUthern  port  is  landed  at  Amelia 
island.  If  Britiyh  q^ods  are  there,  ready  to  ex- 
change, they  are  taken  in  exchange  for  the  cot- 
ton, and  smuggled  into  the  country.  If  there  be 
no  goods  there,  they  bring  back  no  return,  except 
the  freight,  for  the  >hort  navigation  to  Amelia 
island.  The  cargo  is  landed,  a  duty  of  eight  pec 
cent,  paid  on  it,  besides  commissions,  d&c ,  and  a 
duty  of  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  more  on  re-export- 
ation, and  what  freight  the  British  ship*holders 
choo>e  to  demand.  This  is  not  only  the  effect 
of  the  non-intercourse.  It  must  he  the  effect  of 
every  sy«tem  of  commerc  al  restriction  short  of 
the  measure  of  embargo ;  because  all  the  penaltiee 
and  sanctiims  which  you  can  possibly  devise  for 
Cdrrying  that  system  into  operation,  must  operate 
on  a  class  without  the  reach  of  those  penalties; 
people  who  are  without  your  jurisdiction,  people^ 
too,  who  tell  you,  in  the  plainest  language,  thef 
have  no  country,  that  they  are  governed  by  no 
sentiment  of  honor  or  principle  of  patriotism,  that 
commercial  gain  is  the  sole  object  of  their  con- 
sideration, and  that  every  other  object  will  be 
>acri6ced  to  it.  Does  not  every  day's  experience 
apprize  you  that  this  is  the  truth?  Look  at  the 
common  practice  and  habits  of  those  called  ship- 
owners. Are  they  not  every  day  lending  their 
vessels  to  the  British  merchants  for  the  purpoae 
of  violating  the  Continental  policy  to  the  French^ 
Dutch,  or  any  other  merchants  lor  the  purpose  of 
violating  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  or  to 
British  and  French  merchants,  for  violating  the 
laws  of  their  own  country  ?  And  is  it  possiblcL 
sir,  that  you  expect  to  execute  with  any  degree  of 
success,  a  system  which  is  to  operate  on  the  bet> 
ligerenis,  when  the  penalties  for  a  violation  of  the 
system  are  to  operate  on  thi&  class  1  it  is  impoa- 
sihle;  such  a  system  roust  be  futile  and  ineffi- 
cient. Because,  then,  I  am  disposed  to  get  rid  of 
the  non -intercourse  and  everysort  of  commercial 
restriction,  conceiving  it  injurious  only  to  our- 
selves, can  it  be  said  that  I  am  disposed  to  submit 
to  the  orders  and  decrees  of  the  belligerents?  No^ 
sir;  those  gentlemen  have  surrendered  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  country  who  did  originally 
submit  to  an  abandonment  of  the  embargo.  It  ia 
true  now,  and  it  was  true  then,  that  there  was 
nothing  between  you  and  the  Britiah  Orders  ia 
Council  but  either  embargo  or  war.  You  repeal- 
ed the  embargo,  and  refused  to  go  to  war,  and 
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DOW,  as  then,  there  is  do  remedy  short  of  war  or 
emhar^o.  Propose  what  other  remedy  yoa  please, 
•Dd  it  is  only  calculated  to  excite  ridicule  abroad. 
If  you  propose  to  conyoy — what !  it  is  asked,  will 
you  convojr  a  trade  to  every  quarter  of  the  globe 
with  six,  eight,  or  ten  frigates?  If  you  propose 
to  arm  the  merchantmen — what  1  it  is  asked,  will 
you  arm  your  merchantmen  against  the  British 
navy?  If  we  are  to  have  neither  embargo  nor 
war,  I,  for  one,  am  willing  to  get  rid  of  the  non- 
intereourse,  and  not  substitute  anything  for  it. 
To  obtain  this  object  there  is  no  mode  left  but  to 
concur  with  the  Senate  in  their  amendments,  and 
strike  out  those  clauses  which  can  have  no  other 
effect  than  to  perpatoate  the  system  of  non^inter- 
course. 

Mr.  Smilib  feared,  from  the  sentiments  he  had 
heard  expressed,  that  he  was  this  day  to  witness 
the  degradation  of  his  country.  The  question 
DOW  is,  said  he,  will  you  pass  the  bill  as  it  comes 
from  the  Senate,  or  not  ?  If  we  agree  to  recede, 
we  give  our  vote  for  the  Senate's  bill,  which,  on 
all  bands,  is  acknowledged  to  be  submission.  I 
have  never  yet  beem  brought  to  this  point.  I  may 
disbonor  myself,  but  my  honor  cannot  be  taken 
from  me  by  another,  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  pre- 
terre  that  consistency  of  conduct  which  has  gov* 
crned  me  through  the  whole  of  our  struggles.  I 
iigree  with  the  gentleman  from  Qeorgia,  that, 
when  we  abandoned  the  embargo,  we  did  aban- 
ion  the  only  measure,  which,  in  my  opinion, 
could  coerce  our  enemies;  for  I  have  always 
doubted  whether  from  a  regard  to  commercial 
rights  it  would  be  justifiable  to  go  to  war,  not 
only  on  account  of  its  ineffioacy  to  produce  the 
desired  effect,  considering  the  situation  in  which 
we  stand  in  relation  to  tnose  countries,  but  also 
CD  account  of  the  expense  of  war  measures.  I  once 
did  consent  to  war  measures ;  but  it  was  under  the 
DAOst  favorable  circuoistances  in  which  the  coun- 
try ever  was.  I  did  it  at  a  time  when  our  prop- 
erty Was  safe  in  our  warehouses,  and  our  ships  in 
our  ports,  when  I  believed  there  was  no  alterna- 
ttre  left,  after  the  embargo  was  wrested  from  us, 
I  and  I  had  no  choice  but  to  take  that  measure  to 
preserve  the  honor  of  the  nation.  It  is  a  curious 
circumstance  that  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  repeatedly  endeavored  to  convince  us 
and  the  nation,  that  the  embargo  was  a  measure 
which  we  could  not  carry  into  effect;  that  it 
%ould  only  distress  ourselves  and  not  our  enemies, 
while  those  in  this  House  and  elsewhere  were 
faking  every  measure  in  their  power  to  defeat  its 
operation.  By  their  speeches  m  this  House,  they 
encouraged  Qreat  Britain  to  hold  out,  and  encour* 
aged  the  people  in  their  own  States  to  violate  the 
hiw.  I  do  not  say  such  was  their  intention,  but 
wch  undoubtedly  was  the  effect  of  their  acts.  I 
did  and  do  now  believe  that  the  embargo  was  the 
cmljr  efficient  measure  within  the  reach  of  this 
nation,  to  enable  her  to  contend  with  the  Powers 
who  have  injured  us.  And,  I  believe,  if  we  had 
•dhered  to  that  measure,  matters  would  have  been 
aettled  before  this  time.  There  is  no  ground  on 
which  wo  can  account  for  the  arrani^ment  of 
Ayril,  with  Oreat  Britain,  b«t  from^he  effect 


which  the  embargo  had  upon  that  nation.  (3eo- 
tlemen  may  devise  what  reasons  they  please,  to 
show  that  it  proceeded  from  other  causes,  but  tDey 
cannot  convince  my  mind ;  and  I  am  convinced 
that,  if  the  Government  bad  exerted  itself,  and 
executed  the  law  when  they  were  able  to  do  it, 
we  should  have  had  an  end  of  our  troubles.  Thb 
being  my  opinion,  I  think  I  have  acted  a  consist- 
ent part.  I  have  ever  believed,  and  now  do  be- 
lieve, that  regulating  commerce  is  the  only  way 
to  oblige  the  belligerents  to  do  us  jtt5ttre.  As  t(V 
the  non-intercourse,  I  did  agree  to  it ;  it  was  better 
than  nothing— it  was  not  submission.  Whatare 
we  called  on  now  to  do?  To  vote  for  a  bill 
which  every  man  in  the  House  must  confess  to 
be  submission.  The  only  part  of  the  bill  of  any 
validity,  as  resistance,  was  taken  out  by  the  Sen- 
ate, and  we  are  now  called  upon  to  vote  for  tbs 
remainder.  Gentlemen  who  can  recoocUe  it  to 
themselves  may  so  vote.  My  vote  is  often  re- 
corded on  the  Journals  on  it;  and,  preserving  an 
uniformity  of  conduct,  I  shall  now  vote  to  adhere* 
And,  sir^  notwithstanding  what  has  been  said,  do 
great  mischief  can  result  from  adherence.  What 
will  be  the  effect  ?  That  the  non-intercoirse  will 
continue  until  we  rise,  and  no  longer.  Shall  w« 
disgrace  ourselves,  and  contradict  all  the  voles 
we  have  given,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  two  or 
three  weeks  continuance  of  the  law  ?  For  the 
sake  of  a  few  davs  earlier  termination  of  thelaw, 
shall  we  submit  by  statute?  ^hall  we  not  onlj 
be  compelled  to  submit,  but  to  make  the  declBrt- 
tion  ourselves?  Gentlemen  who  can  reconcile 
this,  may  vote  to  recede.  As  I  never  can  recon- 
cile it  to  myself,  nor  ever  will  do  an  act  whiob 
shall  disgrace  myself,  I  shall  vote  for  adherence. 
Mr.  McKeb  said  that  when  tbe  House  was  de- 
liberating on  the  ffreat  and  essential  interesu  oi^ 
the  nation,  they  should  take  into  consideratioa 
the  relative  situation  of  the  country  with  Europe 
— for  a  measure  which  would  be  wise  in  one 
state  of  things  would  be  unwise  in  another.  Ths 
bill  under  consideratioa,  as  it  went  from  tbis 
House,  was  fitted  for  the  eziacing  state  of  things, 
and  not  a  state  of  things  existing  heretofore) 
when  measures  stronger  in  themselves  were  ne- 
cessary. What,  asked  Mr.  McK.,  was  the  state 
of  things  when  the  embargo  and  non-intercovrse 
laws  were  passed?  The  French  and  English 
decrees  and  orders  had  been  issued.  Under  mem 
it  was  not  practicable  to  proceed  on  a  voyage  to 
Europe  without  being  liable  to  capture  or  coofis- 
cation.  What,  then,  was  left  for  Uongress  to  do  ? 
Were  they  to  submit  to  this  state  of  thing8-4o 
permit  a  foreign  nation  to  say  to  us,  thus  far 
shall  you  proceed  in  the  exercise  of  your  natnnd 
rights,  and  no  further  ?  The  man  who  woald 
have  submitted  to  this^  would,  if  he  had  figared 
between  1770 and  1776,  ha?e  recognised  the  right 
of  Great  Britain  to  make  laws  of  sufficient  va- 
lidity to  bind  the  Colonies  in  all  cases  whatever. 
What,  then,  was  tbe  indispensable  duty  of  the 
United  States?  To  take  measures  to  protest 
commerce  in  some  way,  and  not  to  leave  Qreat 
Britain  and  France  to  wield  their  measures  as 
they  please.    Congress  then  laid  an  embargo^  the 
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ODlf  measure  they  eoold  adopt,  for  the  interest  of 
the  coiiDtry,  aoless  they  bad  thought  proper  to 
^  ery  havoc,  and  let  slip  the  dogs  of  war."  And 
what  is  the  suCe  of  things,  at  this  time  ?  Do 
the  British  orders  and  French  decrees  remain  un- 
impaired ?  I  ask  gentlemen  to  look  to  it,  to  ex- 
amne  oor  situation,  and  they  will  find  an  essen- 
tial differeoce  between  our  situation  to-day,  and 
when  the  embargo  was  laid;  and  hence  the 
measure  passed  by  this  House,  early  in  the  ses- 
sion, and  now  returned  to  our  consideration,  was 
calculated  to  meet  the  present  state  of  our  for- 
eign relations.  It  would  haye  been  inefiicient  had 
the  state  of  things  now  been  the  same  as  it  was 
when  the  embargo  was  laid  ;  and  the  man  who 
would  hare  roted  for  it  then  would  have  yielded 
the  rights  of  his  country,  for  there  would  have 
been  nothing  on  which  the  bill  could  operate. 
Bat,  bj  the  orders  in  Council,  of  April  last,  an 
essential  change  had  been  made  in  the  British 
system.  That  part  which  exacted  a  transit  duty 
exists  no  longer  i  and,  according  to  my  concep- 
tion, that  part  of  the  Orders  in  Council  of  No- 
Tember,  1807,  which  regarded  the  capture  of  all 
Tassels  ha? iuff  certificates  of  origin  on  board,  as 
leqaired  by  the  French  decrees^  exists  no  longer. 
In  this  I  may  be  mistaken,  but  it  is  the  construc- 
tion I  give  to  the  orders  of  April  last.  If  I  am 
comet  in  this,  the  commerce  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean and  the  Baltic  are  open  to  the  United  States, 
and  onr  situation  is  in  fact  as  advantageous  as  if 
Brskine^  arrangement  had  been  carried  into  full 
effect,  except  that  onr  commerce  to  Holland  must 
be  carried  on  through  the  neighboring  ports.  But 
the  Orders  in  Council  still  exist  in  principle;  and 
no  American  citizen,  feeling  it  his  right  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean  without  hindrance  or  molestation, 
can  submit  to  the  right  of  a  foreign  nation  to 
prescribe  limits  to  the  exercise  of  that  rij^bt.  If 
we  permit  Great  Britain  to  circumscribe  that 
right,  the  period  is  not  far  distant  when  she  will 
confine  you  to  your  own  ports  and  harbors.  It  is 
against  the  principle  I  contend  ;  and  the  bill,  as 
it  pnaaed  the  House,  presented  more  serious  prac- 
tienble  opposition  to  it  than  any  measure  but  the 
embargo,  which,  I  have  shown,  was  calculated 
lor  a  narticular  state  of  things,  which  has  now 
passed  away. 

i  have  heard,  sir,  not  in  this  House,  indeed,  a 
Tolnme  of  stntf  about  retaliation,  and  so  forth ; 
and  how  was  this  measure  to  be  retaliated  ?  Why, 
ic  was  said  that  Great  Britain  would  stretch  out 
her  long  arms,  and  sweep  our  commerce  from  the 
ocean.  While  I  believe  that,  in  her  present  situ- 
tion,  she  could  not  do  it,  I  will  observe  thai  the 
anme  argument  proves  too  much  if  it  proves  any- 
thing, and,  if  it  proves  too  much,  it  proves  noth- 
iag;  because  she  would,  if  so  disposed,  long  ago 
have  adopted  this  mode  of  retaliation  against  our 
present  system.  What  motive  has  Great  Britain 
to  retaliate  this  measure  7  Is  it  to  be  presumed 
that  she  would  act  against  her  interest  1  Her 
conduct,  heretofore,  will  not  justify  such  an 
opinion.  It  has  been  said  that  the  embargo  was 
an  eflieient  measure.  I  believe  it  was,  and  that 
the  arrangement  of  April  last  was  produced  by 


it;  and  that  if  it  had  been  adhered  to,  that  ar* 
raogement  would  have  been  carried  into  oompleta 
efiect ;  and  this  belief  is  bottomed  upon  the  com- 
munications made  to  Congress  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session ;  and  no  man  who 
will  permit  facts  to  have  their  proper  weight  oil 
his  mind,  can  difier  from  me  in  opinion.    The 
moment  Great  Britain  bad  retaliated  the  meas* 
ure  now  under  consideration,  if  it  had  been  adopts 
ed,  it  would  have  operated  as  a  complete  embar- 
go, which  she  herself  would  carry  into  efiect  t 
and  is  it  to  be  supposed  that  Great  Briuin  heraa^ 
would  lay  an  embargo,  and  adopt  a  measure^ 
which  would  produce  destruction  to  her  own. 
commerce  and  manufactures?    It  is  idle  and  ab^  ^ 
surd  to  say  so.  * 

Sir,  there  is  something  in  this  business,  whieh4 
I  do  not  like — somethiog  which  does  not  please 
me — but,  perhaps,  it  is  not  proper  to  mention  it-^ 
the  measure  is  taken  ;  the  Rubicon  is  passed, anA 
it  is  only  left  for  the  House  to  decide  on  the  poor 
remnant  of  the  bill  left  us  by  the  Senate,  i  con*^ 
ceive  that  the  House  cannot  strike  out  that  part, 
of  the  bill,  which  the  Senate  have  disagreed  tay 
and  accept  of  the  balance  thereof,  unless  we 
agree  to  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  make  laws 
to  regulate  our  commerce  on  the  ocean.  .  That  it 
is  a  right  belonging  to  the  United  States  to  navi- 
gate the  ocean  without  being  interrupted  by  thfc 
edicts  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  no  one  will 
deny;  and  though  this  bill  be  called  a  weak  opi- 
position  to  the  decrees  and  orders,  I  believe  it 
was  never  rejected  by  the  Senate  for  its  weak- 
ness but  for  Its  strength.  Great  Britain  would 
have  felt  the  weight  of  it—how?  Does  not 
Great  Britain  owe  her  existence  to  her  manufac- 
tures ?  and  the  moment  she  ceases  to  find  a  mai^- 
ket  for  her  manufactures^  she  ceases  to  exist  as  a 
nation.  So  well  convinced  is  she  of  it,  that  shb 
IS  sensibly  alive  to  every  measure  which  wouM 
lessen  our  dependence  on  her.  With  the  view 
to  obtain  a  market  for  her  produce  the  Orders  in 
Council  first  issued.  The  United  States  are  not 
only  purchasers  of  British  manufactures,  but  pui^ 
chase  a  considerable  proportion  for  exportation. 
One-third  of  the  manufactures  of  Britain,  now 
imported  into  the  United  States,  would,  under 
this  bill,  have  ceased  to  be  purchased.  This  was 
the  part  of  the  bill  which  was  objectionable.  Of 
this  I  have  not  conclusive  evidence,  but  I  have 
sufficient  to  satisfy  my  mind.  I  hope,  therefore, 
the  House  will  not  agree  to  the  amendments  oi 
the  Senate,  but  adhere. 

Mr.  Lyon  observed  that  the  question  now  under 
consideration  being  to  adhere  to  the  votes  given 
by  this  House,  disapprobating  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  to  the  bill  before  us,  he  could  not  but 
consider  all  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  in  iavdr 
of  the  sections  stricken  out  by  the  Senate,  as 
thrown  away  in  favor  of  an  object  which  was 
passed  by  us.  If  the  Senate  had  not  taken  the 
stand  they  have,  by  a  conclusive  vote,  and  gone 
too  far  to  recede,  and  gentlemen  could  get  their 
arguments  into  the  Senate,  possibly,  said  Mr.  L., 
they  might  have  some  efiect.  Having  voted  for 
the  bill,  as  it  went  to  the  Senate,  partly  because  I 
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hare  a  liking  for  the  principle  of  a  navigation  act 
to  encourage  our  own  shipowners  and  ship- 
builders; partly  because  gent lenien  were  willing 
to  adopt  it  as  a  suKstiiule  fur  iheir  dear,  darling 
embargo,  the  semblance  of  which  they  seem  ku 
bewiichedly  loth  to  part  with.  Yet.  1  more  par- 
ticularly voted  for  it,  bpcause  it  would  rid  the 
nation  of  the  relics  of  the  embargo,  which  has 
been  the  greatest  curse  to  th\^  country,  and  dis 
grace  to  its  inventors.  Aithouoh  it  has  driveu 
our  seamen  into  fureign  service;  ruined  thou 
sands  of  our  best  and  most  active  citizens  ;  im- 

f^overished  the  great  mass  of  them ;  caused  roil- 
ions  of  disappointments   o  people  in  their  deai- 
iog.<« ;  and  State  laws  to  be  passed,  legalizing  the 
most  cruel  aad  ruinous  delays  in  payment : — Al- 
though it  has  tausht  our  seafaring  men  the  art  of 
smuggltnsr  and  false  swearing,  which  will  ever 
be  a  vexation  to  our  Government  in  the  col- 
lection of  our  revenue:— Although  the  embargo 
is  acknowledged  to  have  very  sensibly  affected 
the  morals  and  the  moral  character  of  the  nation ; 
to  have  emptied  an  overflowing  Treasury,  and  to 
have  created  divisions  and  poTiiical  animohities 
which  have  embarrassed  the  Governmfnt,  and 
reduced  the  power  of  the  ruling  party: — Although 
aU  the  predictions  we  made  while  we  were  en- 
deavoring to  check  the  project  and  show  its  folly 
have  proved  true:— Although  gentlemen,  when 
they  and  the  world  see  thelailureof  their  exper- 
iment, make  concessions  which  strip  them   of 
every  claim  to  political  sagacity; — they  hug  to 
their  bosom  the  viper  that  has  stung  them,  and 
seem  determined  to  cling  to  the  poisonous  reptile 
until  they  can  be  indulged  in  changing  it  for  a 
pet,  (which,  however  little   related,)   they  are 
willing  to  receive  as  one  of  the  same  family.  The 
concessions  I  speak  of,  sir,  are  the  declarations  we 
hear  every  day  in  this  House;  that  the  embargo 
gentlemen  had  believed  that  there  was  what  they 
called  virtue  enough  in  the  nation  to  abide  by  the 
embargo;  that  there  was  what  they  called  patri- 
otism enough  in  their  opponents  to  aid  them  in 
their  project ;  and  that  the  powers  of  the  Govern- 
ment, which  they  themselves  wielded,  were  suf- 
ficient to  enforce  it.     These  declarations  and  the 
wailings  and  moanings  of  gentlemen,  are  the  con- 
cessions I  mean.     They  would   not  believe  us 
when  we  told  them  the  attribute,  or  the  thing 
they  called  virtue,  was  mere  monkish  self  flagel 
latiou  and  debasement.     What  they  wished  to 
denominate  patriotism  must  be  on  our  part  a  der- 
eliction of  our  own  characters,  which  our  opposi- 
tion to  their  folly  and  their  virulent-  abuse  of  us 
made  it  necessary  to  defend.    As  to  the  acting 
powers  of  the  Governiuent.  they  had  the  uncon- 
trolled management  of  them.    They  had  no  op- 
position from  us.    We   had  given  opinions  as 
ffuardians  of  the  people's  rights  which  we  were 
bo^und  to  defend.    We  did  no  more,  while  con- 
tumely and  the  most  virulent  abuse  was  heaped 
upon  us.    Is  it  DOt  unpardonable  folly  for  pro- 
fessed politicians,  after  they  have  caused  all  those 
degradations,  losses,  and  humiliations  to  the  na- 
tion, to  be  now  telling  us  they  were  led  into  this 
aeries  of  blunders  by  their  own  miscalculations 


of  the  powers  and  .properties  every  man  who  has 
the  lea^t  pretensions  to  the  character  of  a  politi- 
cian ouoht  to  be  thoroughly  acquainted  withi 
The  disappointed  embargo  gentlemen,  by  their 
mournful  concessions,  are  tilling  the  world  that 
they  did  not  understand  human  nature,  the  char- 
acter, ih*>  wishes,  the  wants,  the  liabiis,  and  ways 
of  the  American  people;  their  relations  with 
the  worlii  we  live  in;  the  proportion  of  import- 
ance this  nation  sustains,  and  history  of  man. as 
well  as  their  opponents  did.  Under  all  thesecir- 
cumstatices,  1  can  hear  gentlemen  with  patience 
spending  day  after  day  in  praising  each  other's 
wisdi>m.  and  in  singing  hallelujahs  to  the  alU 
healing  powers  of  the  i  ml  argo,  if  they  will  con- 
trive to  do  50  without  calling  me  by  hard  names. 
Having. a**!  say,  joined  with  gentlemen  in  sead- 
ing  this  bill  to  the  Senate,  and  having  lost  all 
hopes  o(  ramming  it  down  their  throats,  and 
finding  it  to  be  assented  to,  on  all  hands,  that  the 
non-interrourse  law  must  die  at  the  end  of  tbe 
session,  and  that  it  is  also  assented  by  every  one, 
that  It  has  lowered  the  price  of  the  producu  of 
our  country,  as  much  as  the  circuitous  voyage, 
unloading  and  rfluading  costs,  I  caiinpt  hesitate 
a  mometit  in  giving  that  vote  which  will  go  to* 
ward  its  instant  re|)eal. 

If  the  non-intercourse  law  continues  to  tbe  end 
of  the  session.  I  know  that  the  produce  of  the 
Western  country,  now  going  to  Orleaos.  roust 
be  sold  there  at  the  non-intercourse  price.  If  the 
non-intercourse  law  is  now  repealed,  newt  will 
reach  Orleans,  so  that  the  bulk  of  that  produce 
will  command  the  free-trade  price,  probably  ten 
per  cent,  more,  perhaps  twenty;  this,  in  the  eg* 
gregaie,  would  be  an  important  sum  to  tbe  Weiit- 
ern  country;  it  would  be  material  aid  to  royim* 
mediate  constituents.  And  why  will  gentlemen, 
in  the  Atlantic  States,  where  access  can  be  had 
to  their  ports,  at  all  seasons  in  the  year,  wbort 
constituents  are  not  so  much  affected  by  the  de- 
lay, gentlemen  who  can  give  no  reasons  for  that 
delay  which  is  so  injurious  to  us,  insist  uponitl 
In  this  case,  we  are  told,  wait  a  little  longer— 
some  good  may  come  by  waiting.  We  are  tdd 
this,  too,  much  in  tbe  same  confidential  tone,  we 
have  been  a  thousand  times  told,  that  in  two 
months  more,  and  two  mouths  more,  ib»*  embargo 
would  reduce  the  belligerent  Powers  in  Euro|ie 
to  our  will,  and  cure  every  evil  complained  of. 
Two  months  was  the  time  at  first,  two  monihi 
was  the  time  at  the  pasaace  of  every  suppletn^o^ 
or  new  embargo  law.  Two  months  was  tbe 
word,  until  the  nation  had  groaned  under  its 
pressure  fifteen  months — until  some  parts  of  the 
nation  were  about  to  cast  it  from  them  with  **?" 
lence.  At  that  time,  some  of  the  votaries  of  tn» 
del u^ ion  begged  for  another  two  months,  and 
some  yet  cry' out  two  months  more  would  have 
healed  all.  1  do  not  like  this  work  of  criroinaiton 
and  recrimination  ;  but,  when  gentlemen  in  tbeit 
farrago  of  graiulation  to  each  other  on  their  wtt' 
dom,  and  of  their  wise  measures,  call  my  ^{JV*  J 
to  this  nation  in  question,  as  u>bs  done  °f^' 
colleague,  (Mr.  McKeb.)  in  his  declaration,  t&«| 
the  man  who  would  not  acquiesce  and  gif^  '^^ 
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assent  to  the  all-healing  erohnrgo  system,  would 
noi  have  opposed  the  declaration  of  the  British 
PariiampDt.  which  said  that  they  had  a  right  to 
bind  Americans  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  I  cannot 
fail  to  be  roused.  I  lived  in  those  days  that  young 
gentleman  has  read  of.  I  never  had  a  drop  of  tory 
blood  in  my  veins.  I  have  unceasingly  opposed, 
With  all  the  powers  of  my  mind  and  body,  the 
declaration  he  speaks  of— I  do  so  to  this  day. 
While  I,  with  envy,  see  the  power  of  Britain  on 
the  sens,  I  never  will  admit  she  has  any  more 
rights  there  by  nature  than  we.  No  man  in  this 
nation  would  more  readily  consent  to  a  contest 
for  the  ocean  with  Britain  than  myself,  were 
there  a  prospect  of  success ;  perhaps  I  possess  this 
feeling  to  a  blameable  extreme.  I  hope  I  see  as 
clearly,  and  value  the  rights  of  this  nation  as 
highly  as  any  man  that  exists;  but  I  am  not  so 
enthusiastic  on  this  subject  as  to  blend  my  ideas 
of  those  rights  with  my  ideas  of  our  national 
power.  If  seems  to  me  as  if  some  gentlemen 
Lad  M>  confoonded  things  as  to  form  an  idea  that 
a  great  deal  of  right  with  a  small  share  of  might 
or  power — the  whole  of  bo.th  compounded— 
amounting  to  a  given  quantity,  would  anf^wer  just 
as  giiod  a  purpose  as  a  large  and  sufficient  share 
of  power  added  to  right,  just  enough  to  make  up 
the  compoond  to  the  same  given  quantity.  For 
my  part,  1  have  not  become  so  far  a  convert  to 
this  kind  of  logic,  ai*  to  tell  my  neighbor  to  go  to 
law,  merely  because  he  has  the  right  of  the  case 

00  his  side.  No,  sir,  I  advise  him  to  wait  until 
there  is  a  praspect  of  gaining  the  cause.  This 
world,  I  6nd,  is  so  constituted,  that  niight  often 
overeomes  right  It  is  true,  that  right  gives  men 
courage;  right  and  courage  united  work  wonders. 
Yet,  both  are  not  to  be  relied  on,  where  physical 
force  is  to  be  brought  into  action  at  the  rate  of 
one  against  forty.  Because  I  am  not  willing  to 
enter  into  a  Quixotic  war,  which  is  really  so  for 
want  of  an  instrument,  I  think  necessary,  com- 
monly called  power,  and  because  I  have  been  op- 
posed to  certain  power -destroyin^r  projects,  I  am 
charged  with  a  disposition  to  submit,  and  that  by 
men  who  ran  fiom  and  gave  up  the  whole  ocean  on 
the  appearance  of  being  threatened  to  be  deprived 
of  the  fiee  and  uncontrolled  use  of  a  part  of  it. 

Never  was  a  word  more  inappropriate  than  the 
-word  "submit,"  when  it  was  introduced  into  this 
House  last  year,  at  the  end  of  a  long  string  of 
unmeaning  words.  I  could  see  no  use  or  sense 
in  the  jargonic  re|)ort  to  which  this  emphatic 
word  was  so  prominently  affixed.  I  would  not 
▼ote,  sir.    I  could  not  deign  to  answer  a  question 

1  considered  extremely  impertinent,  and,  in  our 
circumstances,  highlv  impolitic.  The  under- 
standing of  the  world  on  these  subjects,  is,  that 
blows  immediately  follow  such  lan«;uage.  With- 
out an  authorization  of  immediate  hostilities,  we 
ought,  like  a  man  of  honor,  to  have  kept  the  idea 
of  submission  far  away  from  our  mouths,  at 
least ;  but,  in  this  war  of  words,  gentlemen  some- 
times blonder  on  the  word  of  all  others  they 
ought  most  studiously  to  hare  avoided.  When 
a  thunder  shower  overtakes  me  on  the  road,  and 
weu  me  to  the  skin,  do  1  go  home  bawling  about 


submij«sion.  and  tell  the  people  that  I  have  sub- 
mitted to  be  lained  on ;  du  I  work  myself  intt)  a 
rage,  and  make  a  solemn  declaration  to  the  world 
that  I  will  no  longer  submit  to  be  rnined  on  when 
I  go  abroad  ?  There  is  some  similarity  in  the 
two  cases.  If  a  Power,  out  of  the  reach  of  our 
control,  from  what  cause  soever,  affects  our  inter- 
ests disagreeably,  until  we  have  power  to  correct 
that  offending  Power,  we  ought  to  depend  on  the 
exercise  of  our  wisdom  ;  we  should  never  make 
our  case  worse  than  it  is,  by  crying  out  that  our 
all  is  in  danger;  we  should  study  circumspection 
in  all  our  movements,  always  cultivating  the 
germ  of  our  own  power,  which  has  taken  deep 
root,  and  taking,  as  a  Qovernment,  and  suffering 
our  fellow-citizens  to  take,  advantage  of  every 
favorable  circumstance,  every  incident,  until  we 
can  say  with  solemn  seriou.sness  and  effective  ao* 
lion  that  we  will  not  submit.  We  have  too  long 
been  doing  otherwise;  an  infatuated  \H)\icY  hat 
prevailed,  which  is  administering  poison  to  this 
germ  of  power,  a  plant  my  heart  wishes  to  see 
nourished.  Against  my  will  the  nation  has  been 
weakening  as  fast  as  political  degeneracy  can 
weaken  a  nation,  blessed  with  ihe  natuial  re- 
sources of  our  country. 

Before  I  sit  down.  I  must  take  the  liberty  of 
asking  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  who  talks 
about  the  fluctuation  of  prices  of  American  pro- 
duce in  Europe,  whether  this  fluctuation  operates 
in  favor  of  the  American  grower  of  the  produce, 
and  the  fair-dealing  exporter,  or  in  favor  of  those 
persons,  called  the  dregs  of  society,  the  speculat- 
ing law  breakers;  he  will  find  that  the  fluctua- 
tions are  owing  to  the  changeable  appearance  of 
the  prospects  of  intercourse  with  this  country, 
founded  on  tbe  various  and  changing  expecta- 
tions of  the  course  our  €k>vernment  will  pursue,- 
and  that  the  speculating  law  breakers  are  ttie 
gainers.  Let  commerce  take  its  course  in  the 
bands  of  men  so  enterprising  and  managing  as 
the  American  merchants,  ship-owners,  and  sea- 
faring men  are,  it  will  find  markets.  They  have 
found  sale  for  American  produce^  and  good  re- 
turns from  places  wholly  unknown  to  Salmon 
and  the  geographers  that  went  before  him.  One 
word  of  advice  to  my  colleague,  (Mr.  McKgb.) 
and  I  have  done.  I  beg  the  gentleman,  before  he 
undertakes  to  say  again,  on  this  floor,  th9t  Amer- 
ican vessels  were  totally  prohibited  the  ocean  and 
the  rest  of  the  world,  and  that  they  had  no  place 
to  go  to  in  safety,  to  acquaint  hirn^elf  with  the 
great  number  of  vessels,  which,  by  special  per- 
mits from  this  Qovernment,  (not  by  permits  from 
foreign  Governments,)  sailed  out  of  our  ports, 
and  made  profiiahle  voyages,  more  so  than  at  any 
other  time.  Let  him  inquire,  and  he  will  find 
that,  at  no  time  in  our  history,  did  our  vesself 
navigate  with  more  safetv.  I  >vish  him  to  con- 
sider how  his  assertions  tally  with  the  reports  we 
have  of  the  immense  number  of  embargo  break- 
ers who  had  made  fortunes.  A  like  inquiry  would 
convince  him  that  more  than  one-third  of  our 
vessels,. trading  to  foreign  countries,  were  out  at 
the  time  of  laying  the' embargo,  and  that  they 
seldom  met  with  Usa  disasters. 
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Mr.  Sheffbt  said  that  nothing  but  the  apparent 
inconsistency  of  the  vote  he  was  about  to  gife 
could  induce  him  now  to  trouble  the  House. 
The  question  now  propounded  to  the  House  is, 
Shall  we  pass  the  bill,  or  shall  it  fall?  It  will 
be  recollected,  said  Mr.  S.,  that  I  have  heretofore 
▼oted  for  the  bill  throughout,  and,  also,  to  insist 
on  our  disaffreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  under  the  impression  that  a  conference 
might  produce  an  amicable  result,  and  effect  the 
purposes  of  both  branches  of  the  Legislature.  A 
conference  has  been  had;  that  conference  has 
not  produced  any  farorable  result,  and  the  Senate 
have  adhered.  The  question  is.  Shall  the  bill  fall, 
or  shall  we  take  it  as  the  Senate  hare  amended 
it  ?  I  shall  vote  to  recede,  not  because  I  particu- 
larly like  the  bill  as  it  is,  but  because  it  is  the 
least  of  the  two  evils.  As  the  bill  went  from 
this  House,  it  contained  three  propositions :  Ist. 
Interdicting  the  public  armed  vessels  of  Great 
Britain  aiid  France  from  entering  our  waters; 
2d.  Interdictory  commercial  provisions;  3d.  The 
repeal  of  the  non-intercourse.  No  one  consid- 
ered either  of  the  two  first  as  containing  coer- 
cive principles,  but  as  a  kind  of  policy  proper  to 
be  pursued  on  account  of  the  injuries  we  have 
received  from  both  briligerents  for  several  years 
past.  No  one  supposed  that  the  exclusion  of  ten 
or  twenty  thousand  tons  of  her  shipping  would 
be  a  consideration  with  the  navigating  interest  of 
Qreat  Britain,  but  it  was  thought  by  the  friends 
of  the  bill  to  be  due  to  the  American  character — 
to  a  sense  of  dignity  and  propriety — in  this  shape, 
to  enter  a  kind  of  protest  against  her  proceedings] 
She  has  done  us  much  injury,  and  no  favor ;  and, 
therefojre,  we  would  have  adopted  a  measure 
which  we  would  not  otherwise  have  done. 

The  Senate  have  struck  the  interdictory  com- 
mercial clauses  from  the  bill  1  What  is  the  con- 
•equence  ?  Is  the  dignity  of  the  nation  better 
tupfwrted  by  putting  this  bill  to  sleep  than  by 
passing  a  portion  of  it  ?  We  have  not,  as  before, 
a  double  protest  in  the  bill  as  amended  by  the 
Senate,  but  still,  a  protest  against  the  injustice 
of  the  belligerents  is  contained  in  the  first  and 
second  sections  of  the  bill.  U  it  more  submission 
to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  and  exclude  British 
armed  vessels  from  our  ports,  than  to  suffer  the 
non-intercourse  to  expire  at  the  adjournment  of 
Congress?  I  cannot  discover  it.  I  conceive  the 
bill  still  contains  a  kind  of  protest — a  provision 
which  shows  our  objection  to  their  illegal  pro- 
ceedings. If  nothing  of  this  kind  be  done,  and 
the  non-intercourse  is  suffered  to  expire,  we  shall 
be  precisely  in  the  state  where  the  embargo  found 
us.  We  shall  have  neither  directly  nor  indirectly 
|>rotested,  having  withdrawn  everything  like  op- 
position to  the  orders  and  decrees* 

With  respect  (o  ourselves,  will  we  not  be  in  a 
better  situation  by  taking  the  bill  as  it  came  from 
the  Senate  than  by  rejecting  it  entirely?  There 
is  hardly  a  gentleman,  acquainted  with  the  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  who  pretends  to  support  the 
non-intercourse  as  a  measure  of  expediency.  It 
has  tended  to  demoralize  the  country,  and  to 
throw  wealth  and  opulence  into  the  hands  of  the 


dishonest.  What  is  its  effects  on  the  tgricolturist, 
as  well  as  the  merchant  ?  The  moment  you  affect 
the  one  of  these,  you  affect  the  other.  Either  a 
trade  is  carried  on  directly  to  the  belUgerenu 
against  the  law,  or  indirectly,  through  interme- 
diate ports.  If  directly,  there  is  a  hazard,  be- 
cause the  vessel  and  cargo  are  liable  to  confisct* 
tion,  and  every  one  who  carries  it  on  mutt  have 
a  premium  for  his  hazard.  Suppose  the  trade 
be  indirect,  which  is  the  course  the  honest  capi- 
talist will  pursue?  He  will  take  our  produce  to 
Amelia  island,  or  Madeira,  or  some  other  ratre- 
pot,  where  it  must  be  reshipped,  with  heary 
duties  and  expenses.  Can  any  gentleman  say 
that  this  course  of  things  will  promote  the  ii- 
terests  of  the  country  when  it  is  throwing  the 
burden  of  the  system  on  his  own  constituents? 
I  have  no  idea  of  supporting  our  honor  in  this 
way — by  throwing  the  emoluments  of  our  navi- 
^tion  into  the  hands  of  the  nation  who  has  in- 
jured you. 

Does  the  non-intercourse  affect  Great  Briuia? 
Is  she  not  as  plentifully  and  as  cheaply  supplied 
with  raw  materials  as  she  has  been  at  any  other 
time  ?  Gentlemen  need  not  to  take  mj  assertion, 
but  refer  to  the  prices  current  in  Liverpool  of 
American  products.  They  will  there  find  that  at 
the  present  time  of  suspension  of  the  non-inter- 
course, they  are  supplied  at  a  much  cheaper  rate 
than  before  the  emtorgo.  To  attempt  to  coeree 
Great  Briuin  by  withholding  supplies  by  the  non- 
intercourse  system  is  visionary.  Are  her  maoo- 
factures  scarce  in  this  countrv  ?  Can  the  law 
produce  any  possible  effect  in  tnis  respect  ?  Cer- 
tainly not,  sir.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
tells  you  that  the  non-intercourse  is  a  visionary 

Ehantom ;  that  it  is  not  enforced,  and  cannot  be; 
ut  the  hazard  of  introducing  foreign  goods  ope- 
rates as  a  bounty  to  fraud.  Is  it  then  valuable  U' 
retain  this  Jaw?  Is  it  not  our  duty,  as  soon  as 
possible,  to  get  rid  of  it? 

I  shall  vote  against  adhering-r-and  why  ?  '^^^ 
bill,  as  it  went  from  this  House.  I  conceived  to 
be  calculated  to  promote  the  interest  of  the  coun- 
trv, and  to  preserve  a  protest  against  the  condoet 
or  the  belligerents.  As  returned  from  the  Sen- 
ate, it  still  preserves  a  protest.  It  is  not  coeroire, 
but  it  IB  not  that  submission  of  whicii  gentlemen 
speak.  I  can  get  nothing  better ;  and,  if  I  can- 
not obtain  aU  my  objects,  it  is  no  reason  why  1 
should  not  vote  for  part  of  what  I  want.  I  hare 
heard  much  said  about  subminsion  in  voting  to 
recede.  How  is  it  submission?  By  voting  for 
the  amendment  of  the  Senate  you  get  clear  oi 
the  non-intercourse  law,  which  is  operating  on  w 
so  injurious!  V,  and  exclude  from  our  waters  the 
armed  vessels  of  the  belligerents,  those  iostni- 
ments  of  arbitrary  power  whieh  injure  our  com- 
merce and  violate  our  rights.  To  declare  that 
they  shall  not  come  here,  it  seems  is  submission. 
To  suffer  them  to  fit  out  and  rendezvous  in  our 
harbors  is  not  submission,  but  to  prevent  tnem 
from  so  doing  is  submission.  With  respect  to 
submission,  sir,  I  have  an  entirely  different  opin- 
ion from  some  gentlemen.  It  is  not  a  very  hon- 
orable thing  to  make  a  great  parade  when  we 
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to  do  Dothiog ;  to  talk  about  fightioff  when 
we  cannot  evince  our  real  sentiments  by  the 
employment  of  force.  I  do  not  consider  it  sub- 
mission at  all  to  pursue  our  interest,  which  is 
dearly  inTolved  in  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

I  make  these  observations  that  I  may  not  be 
misunderstood  as  abandon insr  the  grounds  I  have 
before  taken.  I  would  still  take  the  bill  as  it 
passed  this  House,  rather  than  in  its  present 
shape ;  but,  not  being  able  to  obtain  all,  I  am 
willing  to  take  a  part  of  it.  If  I  could  not  obtain 
the  three  objects  embraced  in  the  bill,  1  would 
take  two  of  them,  because  1  believe  the  interest 
of  the  people  requires  such  a  course.  It  is  impor- 
tant that  we  should  now  act  on  the  subject,  or 
we  shall  injure  our  country  by  preventing  the  en- 
terprise of  our  merchants  from  taking  advantage 
of  the  present  state  of  things. 

Mr.  McKiM  rose  to  speak  in  favor  of  adhering. 
He  regretted  exceedingly  that  from  want  of  habit 
in  public  speakioff,  and  from  the  much  that  had 
be«A  said,  he  could  throw  but  little  light  on  the 
subjeet ;  but,  under  the  idea  that  erroneous  opin- 
ions had  been  taken  up  by  some  gentlemen,  he 
said  be  felt  it  his  duty  to  say  a  few  words,    it  had 
been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Tboup)  that  the  non-intercoune  was  the  means 
of  restraining  our  citizens  to  the  great  injury  of 
their  interest.    I  contend,  said  Mr.  McK.,  that  it 
is  the  restrictions  of  the  European  Powers  that 
have  broken  up  our  commerce.    We  have  been 
shut  out  of  Europe,  which  is  the  centre  of  the 
eommerce  of  the  world.    There  is  no  part  of  that 
country  which  consumes  exclusively  the  excess 
of  our  commerce  but  the  continent  of  Europe ; 
and  we  are  permitted  only  to  go  to  the  Northern 
part  offiurope,  where  they  do  not  want  our  pro- 
ducts, where  they  raise  the  same  articles  as  our- 
selves ;  and,  till  these  restrictions  are  removed,  it 
is  not  material  whether  the  non-intercourse  exist 
or  not.    But  I  am  for  getting  rid  of  it^  because 
its  operation  is  partial,  operating  injuriously  on 
the  upri^t  part  of  the  commtinity .    Conformably 
to  this  idea,  I  voted  for  a  bill  for  this  purpose, 
which  in  my  opinion  was  the  most  rational  mea- 
flore  that  could  have  been  adopted  to  repeal  the 
non-intercourse  law.    This  bill  was  sent  on  to  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature ;  aud  if  they  have 
not  accepted  it,  it  is  no  longer  my  fault  if  the  cit- 
izens of  America  suffer  under  the  non-intercourse 
lawr.    No  object  is  to  be  gained  by  a  hasty  repeal 
of  it.    Gentlemen  are  mistaken  when  they  in- 
dulge the  idea  that  oor  products  will  be  enhanced 
in  value  by  a  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse.    It 
may  give  a  momentary  elevation  to  prices ;  but 
when  the  result  of  the  first  voyage  is  known,  they 
will  be  lower  than  they  are  now.    I  voted  for 
postponement,  as  I  thought  we  had  better  have 
waited  for  information  from  Europe ;  but  as  that 
was  nc^^dved,  I  shall  vote  to  adhere  to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Macon  said  he  should  vote  to  adhere.  As 
the  bill  went  from  the  House,  it  contained  an 
equal  measure  to  both  belligerents;  but  it  was 
not  so  BOW.  France,  he  said,  had  now  no  Amer- 
ieau  dominions,  and  her  vessels  of  war  could  not 
come  into  these  seas.    The  interdiction  of  armed 


vessels  from  our  waters  would  have  no  effect 
upon  France,  while  it  unquestionably  would  upon 
England.  This  would  be  the  natural  operation 
of  the  bill.  The  course  pursued  heretofore  by 
this  Government  had  been  with  a  view  to  raaiu'^ 
tain  a  perfect  neutrality.  The  bill  was  a  departure 
from  that  principle;  and  it  had  better  fail  than 
that  we  should  depart  from  that  system  of  impar- 
tiality which  had  so  long  prevailed  in  the  nation^ 
If  the  protest  in  the  bill  was  equally  strong  in  re« 
lation  to  both  belligerents,  as  it  was  m  the  original 
bill,  the  objections  to  receding  would  not  in  his 
mind  have  been  half  as  great  as  they  are ;  but  the 
impartiality  of  it  was  entirely  destroyed. 

Mr.  FiSK. — Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  with  reluctance 
that  I  rise  again  to  address  the  House  upon  any 
question  concernine  this  bill— a  bill  which  has  been 
so  long  and  so  often  before  the  House,  and  so 
much  discussed,  that  but  few^  if  any  gentlemen^ 
present,  are  not  prepared  to  give  a  final  vote  upon 
It.    But  it  is  with  some  surprise,  that  I  hear  gen» 
tlemen  declaring  that  thev  now  entertain  a  dif- 
ferent opinion  upon  this  subject,  from  what  thef 
have  heretofore  expressed.    To  gentlemen  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  who  have  uniformly  op« 
posed  the  embargo  and  non-intercourse  acts,  as  a 
system  of  commercial  restrictions, operatingonlf 
upon  the  American  people,  I  say  nothing.    They^ 
in  voting  to  get  rid  of  them^  can  at  least  plead  the 
merit  of  consistency  in  their  votes.    But.  of  gear* 
tlemen  who  have  been  the  authors  and  advocates 
of  these  measures  till  this  time,  I  would  inquire 
why  are  they  now  to  be  at»andoned  without  any: 
substitute  or  system  1    Have  the  great  objects  foe 
which  they  were  adopted  been  obtained  f    Have 
the  belligerents  ceased  in  any  considerable  degree 
to  violate  your  neutral  rights,  to  depredate  upoa 
the  property  of  your  citizens  ?    Are  their  decrees 
and  orders,  which  have  been  considered  in  this 
House  so  obnoxious,  rescinded  1     No ;  the  sy»« 
tern  of  the.  belligerents  remains  unchanged,  but 
we,  impatient  to  risk  our  projperty  again  m  their 
power,  anxious  for  a  profitable  tnarket,  are  aboui 
to  give  up  all  pretence  of  resisunce  to  their  ag- 
gressions, by  receding  from  oor  vote  of  adherence, 
and  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  1 
Is  it  expected  that  the  American  people,  after 
the  spirit  of  patriotism  and  independence  they 
have  manifested  in  submitting  to  the  embargo 
and  non-intercourse  acts,  will  now  be  willing  to 
suocomb  to  either  England  or  France  ?    No,  sir* 
And  when  gentlemen  who  passed  these  laws^ 
now  discover  so  much  impatience  to  repeal  them^ 
and  there  stop,  I  would  ask  them  for  some  ar- 
guments to  satisfy  the  people,  to  offer  to  my  oon^ 
stituents,  for  this  going  back  polic]|r — this  retroi- 
grade  legislation.    If  we  wiknt  spirit  to  resist  or 
resent  the  injuries  and  insults  we  have  received* 
let  us  avow  it,  that  our  moderation  may  be  known 
to  all  men,  or  at  least  to  those  who  have  sent  us 
here.  If  the  non-intercourse  is  now  to  be  repealed, 
for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  market,  let  usdedare 
it,  and  tell  the  merchants  we  have  done  wrong  in 
restraittinff  them  so  long,  from  the  profits  of  the 
voyage.    If  we  cannot,  or  will  not,  protect  our 
foreign  commerce,  let  the  merchants  know  then 
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are  not  to  expect  any  assistance.  But  let  us  go 
farther  than  harvly  tu  repeal  ibiR  Ihw:  lei  the 
work  ur.re|)eal  proceed,  an  J  lake  off  your  discrim 
inating  lonnaj^e  ('uiies.  open  yuur  ports  to  the 
vesselK  ofeveiy  natiiin  upon  equal  lermji.  If  we 
cannot  go  lo  the  purchH>er  and  consumer  of  (»ur 
produce,  let  them  come  here  upon  the  most  fa- 
vorable terms,  and  ihus  create  a  competition  in 
our  own  market,  which  will  he  advantageous*  to 
the  grower  and  to  the  farmer;  r«diiceihe  Army, 
and  retrench  the  expenses  of  the  Navy.  Let  us 
liave  some  6xed  course,  something  upon  which 
the  people  of  this  country  may  calculate  will  en- 
dure longer  than  from  the  meeting  to  the  adjourn- 
ment of  a  session  of  Consrest:.  Say  that  you 
will  have  some  system,  if  it  be  a  recedinsr.suhmis- 
aive,  terrapin  system.  A  fluctuant,  irresolute, 
uncertain  course  of  legislation,  is.  of  all  others,  the 
ino8t  ruinous.  It  carries  disappointment  and  dis 
tress  lo  every  class  of  the  people,  and  to  every 
quarter  of  the  country. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  session  I  was  willing 
to  have  repealed  the  non-intercourse,  upon  the 
terms  and  under  the  limitations  contained  in  this 
bill  as  it  passed  f-om  this  House,  and  accordingly 
voted  for  it,  under  the  impres>ion  that  the  advices 
"we  might  during  the  present  session  receive  from 
Europe,  would  enable  Congress  to  fix  upon  a 
peace  or  war  system.  It  was  my  belief  that  tbe 
bill  would  have  been  viewed  in  the  other  House 
as  it  had  been  here,  and  that  it  would  have  passed 
that  branch  of  the  Legislature  without  dHay,  or 
material  amendment.  But  I  have  been  mistaken, 
and  am  still  un  ble  to  account  for  the  course  it 
has  taken  in  the  other  House.  Having  had  the 
honor  to  be  a  member  of  tbe  committee  of  con- 
ference, and  to  meet  a  committee  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate,  for  the  purpose  of  uniting  the  opinion 
of  the  two  Houses  upon  this  bill,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted to  state  why  an  agreement  has  not  been 
the  re>ultof  the  conference. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  committee  on  the  part 
of  this  House  were  determined  to  have  nothing 
but  the  bill  in  its  original  form,  that  they  woul  I 
not  agree  to  any  modification.  This  assertion, 
sir,  is  untrue,  let  who  will  make  it.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee,  I  was  disposed  to  yield  to 
any  arguments  which  would  justify  it,  and  this 
di8|>osition  was  manifested  by  every  member  of 
your  committee.  We  were  not  so  tenacious  of 
the  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  to  insist  on  them  in 
•  preference  to  any  and  every  other;  if  those  were 
shown  to  be  improper  they  would  have  been  aban* 
doned  with  or  without  a  substitute.  But  as  the 
Senate  had  the  bill  before  them,  and  had  requested 
a  conference,  the  very  forms  of  parliamentary 
proceedings  authorised  your  committee  to  expect 
that  tbe  committee  from  the  Senate  would  assign 
some  substantial  reasons  for  their  amendments,  or 
be  willing  lo  agree  to  some  modification  of  the 
bill.  Tbearguments  of  that  committee,  advanced 
by  one  of  its  members,  for  striking  out  the  several 
sections  of  the  bill,  were— that  the  bill  as  it  passed 
the  House  was  submL^ion  to  the  orders  and  de- 
crees of  jhe  belligerents,  concealed  under  a  show 
of  commercial  reguUtioos,  and  tbe  Senate  had  ] 


done  no  more  than  to  tear  the  veil  from  it.  Their 
next  argument  seemed  to  answer  and  refute  ihe 
first ;  it  was  urged  that  if  Great  Britain  should  re- 
taliate our  own  system  and  exclude  our  vessfis 
from  her  ports,  it  would  produce  a  complete doq- 
intercourse  between  the  two  countries.  Another 
argument  for  ^triking  out  tbe  obnoxious  seciioDs 
was,  that  we  were  unable  to  carry  on  a  commer* 
cial  warfare  with  England ;  that  it  required  as 
three  months  to  make  a  Uw  which  she  could 
countervail  with  abingledash  of  the  pen.  Then 
it  was  .said,  that  an  embargo  or  non-importaiioQ 
art  were  the  only  measures  by  which  we  coold 
affect  her.  Tins  reasoning,  so  directly  at  war 
with  itst^lf.  however  it  may  have  excited  the  as- 
tonishment of  your  committee,  did  not  produce 
a  conviction  that  it  was  their  duty  to  accede  to 
the  amendments  of  the  other  House. 

After  ohjt'Cting  to  tbe  hill  as  a  weak  submisRire 
measure  lor  repealing  the  non-intercourse,  whf 
strike  out  every  other  and  material  pan  of  it  but 
this  repealing  clause  7  Because  it  is  not  submis- 
sion, because  England  may  feel  its  provisions  and 
retaliate  and  produce  a  state  of  things,  which  gfD- 
tlemen  admit  she  would  be  very  uowiliiog  to 
bring  about  and  very  unable  to  bupport,  a  noo-io- 
terouurse.  And  yet  gentlemen  say,  an  embargo 
is  ihe  only  measure  which  will  aflect  her.  Aod 
do  gentlemen  pretend,  that  they  are  willing  to 
resist  her  aggressions,  and  oppose  the  only  mea- 
sure they  consider  resistance?  No,  air,  tbey  tell 
us  something  more  easily  to  be  understood  wbea 
they  say,  tnat  we  are  unable  to  carry  ob  a  com* 
mercial  contest  with  her.  This  is  a  very  modern 
doctrine,  and  proves  rather  the  wishes  of  those 
who  preach  it.  than  tbe  correctness  of  the  prin- 
ciple upon  which  it  is  founded.  Aod  had  those 
who  avow  it  now  have  declared  it  a  few  years 
ago,  it  might  have  saved  muob  of  this  sortot  con- 
test and  led  to  something  more  effectual. 

To  obviate  the  objection  that  our  vessels  would 
be  liable  lo  forfeiture  in  British  and  French  ports, 
for  excluding  British  and  French  vessels  froa 
our  ports,  under  penalty  of  forfeiture,  your  com- 
mittee propo^d  so  to  modify  the  bill  as  to  admit 
British  and  French  ships  to  come  here  with  Brit- 
ish and  French  articles  of  merchandise.  '  But 
this  was  promptly  rejected  by  the  committee  from 
the  Senate. 

That  committee  was  then  req nested  to  offer 
some  proposition  upon  which  the  committee  from 
each  House  might  agree — and  your  committee 
were  presented  with  a  propo^^ition  of  so  geoertl 
a  nature  that  it  might  mean  literally  everyibiogi 
but   practically   nothing.    It   proposed  ^author- 

*  izin^  the  President,  uiider  his  instruotioos  made 

*  conformably  to  the  laws  of  nations,  to  grant  coa- 

*  voy  to  merchant  ships  laden  with  American 
^  property.''  This  it  was  said  was  taking  a  respect- 
able, independent  attitude,  one  that  would  be  hon- 
orable to  the  nation.  Could  your  commiit^ 
have  viewed  it  in  this  light  they  would  readily 
have  acceded  to  it.  But  to  the  minds  of  your 
committee  it  presented  nothing  bat  a  new  source 
of  difficulty  to  our  present  commercial  embar- 
rassments. 
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Bac  a  very  superfluous  acquaintance  with  the 
laws  of  nations,  will  teach  any  one  that  cunvoy 
is  not,  nor  ever  has  been  regulated  by  any  gencrHl 
and  well  settled  rule,  which  has  bet*n  at  any  time 
recognised  by  maritime  nations,  as  a  rule  of  con- 
duct. England  claims  the  right  of  searchtnsr  all 
vessels  Pir  enemy's  property  or  cuntraband  ar- 
ticles. And  her  Courts  of  Admiralty  have  deci- 
ded, especially  in  the  well  known  case  of  the 
Swedish  convoy,  that  resistance  to  what  ihey 
term  the  right  of  search,  is  good  cause  of  capture 
and  condemnation.  France  re^sts  this  doctrine. 
Russia  and  the  Northern  Powers  have,  ever  since 
the  famous  armed  neutrality,  contended  for  the 
principle  that  free  ships  make  free  goods  ;  and 
the  writers  upon  the  lawsof  nations,  particularly 
VattH^  assert,  that  belligerents  have  the  right  to 
prevent  neutrals  trading  with  the  enemy  in  con- 
traband articles,  and  that  this  right  confers  the 
power  of  enforcing  it,  by  ascertaining  the  nature 
of  the  cargo,  wbicn  cannot  be  done  in  any  man- 
ner so  eflfectually  as  by  >earch.  Although  Prance 
and  the  Northern  Power>  have  resisted  the  cUim 
to  search,  as  a  claim  not  warranted  by  any  other 
than  the  conventional  law  of  *hose  Powers  who 
bad  seiiM  it  by  treaty  ;  yet  America  has  nev*  r 
yet  resisted  this  claim,  but  has  admitted  it  in  all 
her  commercial  treaties  with  the  European 
Powers^ 

Then,  sir,  what  does  this  new  section  propose? 
To  authorize  the  President  to  do  what  ii^  impos- 
sible for  him  to  do.  To  issue  instructions  for 
convoying  according  to  the  laws  of  nations,  when 
nations  acknowledge  no  law  upon  this  subject. 
The  President  is  required  to  conform  to  a  rule 
wbich  is  no  where  to  be  found.  It  proposed  pla- 
cing the  Executive  upon  the  b«*d  of  Procrustes 
If  his  instructions  permitted  the  convoy  to  tc 
searched,  and  carried  into  port  for  further  proof, 
the  President  alone  is  to  be  responsible  for  the 
consequences.  If  search  were  to  be  prohibited 
and  resisted,  and  capture  and  condemnation  he 
the  result,  the  President  is  to  be  respon>ible.  If 
this  nation  will  protect  commerce  by  convoy,  let 
the  rule  and  regulations  un«ier  wnich  convoy 
shall  sail,  be  settled  by  both  Houses  of  Congress, 
and  let  the  Congress  pledge  the  resources  of  the 
nation  to  enforce  the  rule  which  we  may  settle, 
whether  it  shall  be  resistance  to  all  search,  or  to 
any  particular  mode  of  search.  But  I  never 
would  consent  lo  devolve  this  duty  upon  any  offi- 
cer in  the  Government. 

If  f  wished  to  pass  a  law  wbich  should  have 
for  its  object  the  protection  of  commerce,  this  un- 
limited, indefinite  convoy  proposition  would  be 
the  last  I  would  agree  to.  If  I  wished  to  emhar- 
raas  oor  trade  and  embroil  the  Executive,  the 
merchants,  and  the  country  in  war.  this  is  the 
course  I  would  take,  and  snould  feel  confident  it 
voolJ  lead  to  that  result. 

Taking  this  view  of  this  proposition,  which 
your  committee  believed  lo  be  correci.it  waj  im 
possible  they  could  agree  to  it ;  and  however 
jtreat  may  have  been  their  anxiety  to  have  united 
la  opinion  with  the  committee  of  the  Senate,  they 
have  found  it  impracticable. 


The  question  now  recurs,  shall  this  House  re- 
cede fioiii.  or  adhere  to,  titf  ir  disagrfi  ment  to  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate?  And  why,  let  rne 
a>k  geiiilemen,  shall  this  House  recede,  and  at 
this  time,  rest  sati>fifd  with  a  repeal  of  the  non- 
ihtercour.se?  Are  the  merchants  uneasy  ?  Ad- 
mil  the  fact,  hui  can  you  nlieve  th»'m  by  thif 
ni('a>ure?  Can  you  fironiise  them  either  an  un* 
interi opted  voyage,  or  a  sure  marktt?  No,  sir; 
the  hlotrkaciiiig  decrees,  the  Orders  in  Council 
and  ihecdictsof  France  Mill  exist.  Isiitoavoid 
an  eotrtpol?  No.  sir,  you  cannot  tell  the  mer- 
chants this.  By  this  repeal,  so  long  as  the  ports 
on  the  Continent  are  }>hut,  LiverptM>l  and  Londoa 
will  be  sulmtiiuied  lor  Fayal  and  Amelia  island, 
new  waiehouses  may  be  procured,  but  a  new 
maiket  will  not  be  found  \  h  general  depre>sioii 
of  prices  must  immediately  follow;  for  the  Brit- 
ish purchaser  will  know  he  can  make  his  uwq 
terms  with  the  A  merican  seller,  so  long  as  we  caa 
go  to  no  other  than  an  English  market  with  our 
produce. 

if  it  be  true,  as  some  gentlemen  assert,  that  the 
conduct  of  Mr.  Jackson  will  be  approved  by  the 
British  Government,  and  that  the  treatment  he 
received  here  will  be  resented  by  that  nation,  in 
what  a  p>  rilous situation  do  you  place  the  Amer- 
ican merchant  by  repealing  this  act  at  this  period  ? 
You  invite  him'to  his  destruction. 

It  iH  now  all-im|K)riant  that  this  question  should 
be  delayed  a  lew  days  longer.  It  will  be  admitted, 
that  interesting  events  have  occurred  in  Europe 
since  the  first  of  January,  of  which  Congre-ns  in  a 
short  time  will  be  further  and  lietter  ad  visi*d.  The 
war  may  he  considc^red  closed  on  the  Continent, 
A  new  Mini>try  and  the  meeting  «»f  Parliatnent 
in  England  may  justify  ttie  expectation,  that  we 
sIimII  soon  receive  imporiant  advices  from  the 
Bri  \>h  Qo vernriient.  Let  it  be  either  favorable 
or  unfavorable,  it  will  be  improper  to  recede  from 
the  vote  this  House  has  given  upon  ibis  bill.  For 
suppose  it  the  most  favoralile,CMn  we  exf)ect  any- 
thing more  than  a  recall  of  Mr.  Jackson,  a  ratifi- 
cation of  Mr.  Erhkine's  arrangement,  and  a  new 
mission  to  this  Government?'  Yet  it  will  be  re- 
membered that  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Ers- 
kine  lequires  as  a  condition  on  our  part,  that  the 
non- intercourse  act  as  relatert  to  France  should 
be  continued.  Were  we  now  to  repeal  it  we 
.should  run  the  hazard  of  creating  further  emhar- 
lassments,  lo  any  adjustment  wiih  the  BritisK 
Government.  U  the  next  advices  we  are  to  re- 
ceive are  unfavorable,  you  wuuld,  by  repealing 
all  your  restrictions,  place  the  property  of  your 
merchants  in  the  power  of  an  enemy.  It  may 
be  that  a  negotiation  is  now  pending  and  pro- 
gressing with  both  the  British  and  the  French 
Governments.  Would  it  be  advisable  then  for 
us  now  to  act  upon  this  question  7  If  we  this 
day  repeal  the  non-intercourse  act,  we  may  in  a 
lew  days  be  under  the  necessity  of  re-enacting  it 
as  shall  relate  to  England  or  France,  in  ordfr  to 
restore  the  relations  U|K>n  any  arrangement  which 
may  have  been  made  wiih  either  of  those  Gjt- 
ernment.^.  To  accede  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate,  would  not  only  at  once  yield  the  question 
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to  the  belligereDU,  and  acknowledge  oar  inability 
to  resist  their  aggressions,  but  it  would  be  an  otsh- 
Tious  departure  n-om  that  neutral  course  which 
it  has  been  the  solicitude  of  this  Qovernment  to 
pursue  since  the  year  1793.  For  the  undeniable 
effect  will  be,  to  furnish  a  large  supply  of  provi- 
sion and  naval  stores  to  one  ,of  the  belligerents. 
It  might  frustrate  pending  negotiations.  The 
door  of  negotiation,  it  is  said,  is  still  open.  I  am 
unwilling  to  close  it  at  this  time,  by  an  act  of 
hostility  or  submission.  If  this  bill  should  pass 
as  amended,  we  cannot  expect  to  negotiate.  For 
what  will  remain  for  us  to  treat  about  1  We  yield 
all  resistance,  we  remove  all  commercial  restric- 
tions. And  what  then  is  left  to  be  settled?  Why 
should  a  British  or  French  Minister  be  sent  to 
treat  for  a  free  commercial  intercourse  with  us; 
when  we.  disposed  to  forget  what  we  dare  not  re- 
tent,  have,  arter  three  years  complaining,  given 
up  the  controversy? 

To  agree  to  this  amendment,  especially  at  this 
time,  and  in  the  present  posture  of  our  national 
affairs,  would  be  sporting  with  the  feelings,  and 
trifling  with  the  rights  of  a  great^  a  brave,  gene- 
rous and  injured  people. 

Why,  let  me  ask  gentlemen,  shall  we  be  hur- 
ried into  this  measure?  Are  we  not  able,  have 
we  not  spirit,  to  pursue  a  more  manly  and  inde- 
pendent course?  The  resources  of  the  nation 
are  abundant.  The  people  are  willing,  nay  they 
are  anxious,  to  defend  and  protect  their  rights. 
And  shall  we  betray  a  disposition  to  yield  ? 
Rather  than  do  it,  I  would  at  once  draw  the  sword, 
defend  their  rights,  and  avenge  their  wrongs. 


Wednesday,  Mar^h  28. 

Mr.  HuPTT,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  seventh  instant,  presented  a  bill  for  altering 
the  times  of  holding  tne  district  court  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  for  the  New  Jersey  district ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

The  following  Message  from  the  PRBsroENT 
OP  THE  United  States,  received  yesterday,  was 
read: 

To  the  House  qf  Representatives  of  the  United  States  : 
in  consequence  of  ^our  resolution  of  the  twenty- 
sixth  instant,  an  inquiry  has  been  made  into  the  cor- 
respondence of  our  Minister  at  the  Court  of  London 
with  the  Department  of  State ;  from  which  it  appears 
that  no  official  communication  has  been  received  from 
him  since  his  receipt  of  the  letter  of  November  23d 
last,  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  A  letter  of  January 
4th,  1810,  has  been  received  from  that  Minister  by  Mr. 
Smith ;  but  being  stated  to  be  private  and  unofficial, 
and  involving,  moreover,  personal  considerations  of  a 
delicate  nature,  a  copy  is  considered  as  not  within  the 
purview  of  the  call  of  the  House. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
Maach  37,  1810. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  jBifmNos, 

Beaolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  in- 
<^dire  into  the  expediency  of  instituting  and  estab- 
hshtng  one  or  more  districts  for  the  disposal  of 


the  lands  ceded  to  the  United  States  by  treaties 
between  the  United  States  and  the  Delaware, 
Pottawamie,  Eel  River,  Wea,  and  Kickapoo 
tribes  of  Indians,  dated  at  Fort  Wayne,  oa  the 
thirtieth  of  September,  and  twentv-sixth  of  Octo- 
ber, 1809 ;  and  at  Vincennes,  on  the  ninth  of  De- 
cember. 1809. 

The  bill  making  prorision  for  the  reHef  of  the 
infirm,  disabled,  and  superannuated  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  late  Revolutionary  army,  and  of 
the  present  army  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
a  third  time;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  re- 
committed for  the  purpose  of  amending  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill. . 

FIRST  MERIDIAN. 

Mr.  Pitkin,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wii 
referred,  on  the  twenty>fifih  of  Januarv  last,  tlie 
memorial  of  William  Lambert,  made  the  follow- 
ing report  thereon : 

That  the  memorialist  states  that,  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  a  foundation  for  the  establishn^ent  of  a  fint 
meridian  for  the  United  States  of  America,  $t  the  seat 
of  Government,  he  has  made  calculations  to  determine 
the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in  the  City  of  Waahingtos, 
from  Greenwich  Observatoiy,  in  England ;  and  tbtt 
he  submits  the  same,  together  with  Uie  data  and  ele- 
ments on  which  his  calculations  are  made,  to  the  con- 
sideration and  patronage  of  the  National  Legislature. 

The  committee  have  deemed  the  subject  worthy  the 
attention  of  Congress,  and  would,  therefore,  beg  leave 
to  observe,  that  the  necessity  of  the  establishment  eft 
first  meridian,  or  meridian  which  should  pass  threu^ 
some  particular  place  on  the  globe,  from  whieb  geo- 
graphers and  navigators  could  compute  or  reQk<m  longi- 
tude, is  too  obvious  to  need  eludication. 

The  ancient  Greek  geogrephen  placed  their  M 
meridian  to  pass  through  one  of  the  islands,  which  were 
by  them  called  the  Fortunate  IsUnds,  since  called  the 
Canaries.  Those  islands  were  situated  as  far  west  u 
any  lands  that  had  then  been  discovered,  or  were  knows 
by  ancient  navigators  in  that  part  of  the  world. 

They  reckoned  their  longitude  east,  from  Heria  or 
Junonia,  one  of  these  islands,  supposed  to  be  (he  pres- 
ent Island  of  Tenerifie. 

The  Arabians,  it  is  said,  fixed  their  first  meridisntt 
the  most  westerly  part  of  the  continent  of  Africa.  In 
the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries,  when  Europe 
was  emerging  from  the  dark  ages,  and  a  spirit  of  eDte^ 
prise  and  discovery  had  arisen  in  the  south  of  EuropOt 
and  various  plans  were  formed,  and  attempts  made  te 
find  a  new  route  to  the  t^ast  Indies*  geogrsphei* 
and  navigators  continued  to  calculate  longitude  froA 
Ferro,  one  of  the  same  islands,  though  some  of  thesi 
extended  their  first  meridian  as  fror  west  as  the  Atsnt 
or  Western  islands. 

In  more  modern  times,  however,  most  of  the  Bore- 
pean  nations,  and  particularly  England  and  ^^^^ 
have  established  a  first  meridien  to  pass  through  ^ 
capital,  or  some  place  in  their  respective  countries,  sna 
to  which,  they  have  lately  adapted  their  charts,  and  ss- 
tronomical  tables.  . 

It  would  perhaps  have  been  fortunate  ^^^^^^^^^ 
of  geography  and  navigation,  that  all  nations  had  agreea 
upon  a  first  meridian,  fit)m  which  all  geographerB  jn 
navigators  might  have  calculated  longitude ;  but  ss  trnj 
has  not  been  done,  and  in  all  probability  never  wm 
take  place,  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  «^"r®" 
as  we  are  in  this  Western  hemisphere,  more  thsB  mt^ 
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thoawnd  miles  firom  any  fixed  or  known  meridian,  it 
would  be  proper,  in  a  national  point  of  view,  to  estab- 
lirii  a  first  meridian  for  ouraelvea ;  and  that  measures 
shoold  be  taken  for  the  eventual  establishment  of  such 
a  meridian  in  the  United  States. 

In  ezamming  the  maps  and  charts  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  particular  States,  or  their  seacoasts, 
which  have  been  published  in  this  country,  the  com- 
mittee find  that  the  publishers  have  assumed  di£&rent 
places  in  the  United  States,  as  first  meridians. 

This  creates  confusion,  and  renders  it  difficult,  with- 
out considerable  calculation,  to  ascertain  the  relative 
situation  of  places  in  this  country.  This  difficulty  is 
iJso  increased,  by  the  circumstance  that,  in  Louisiana, 
our  newly  acquired  territory,  longitude  has  heretofore 
been  reckoned  firom  Paris  the  capital  of  the  French 
Sopire* 

The  exact  longitude  of  any  place  in  the  United  States 
being  ascertuned  from  the  meridian  of  the  observatory 
at  Greenwich,  in  England,  a  meridian  with  which  we 
have  been  €onverMnt,it  would  not  be  difficult  to  adapt 
an  OUT  maps,  charts,  and  astronomical  tables,  to  the 
meridian  of  such  a  place.  And  no  place,  perhaps,  is 
UMire  proper  than  the  seat  of  Government 

It  appears  by  the  papers  submitted  to  the  consider- 
ation  of  the  committee,  that  Mr.  Lambwt  has  calcu- 
lated the  longitude  of  the  Capitol  in  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, from  the  royal  obs«vatory  at  Greenwich,  by 
one  of  the  most  approved  methods  now  in  use  for  that 
poipose,  viz:  an  oecultation  of  a  known  fixed  star  by 
the  moon. 

His  calculations  are  founded  on  an  oecultation  of 
It  pleiadum,  (akyone)  one  of  the  seven  stars,  on  the 
nifl^t  of  the  30th  of  October,  1804.  By  these  calcu- 
la^ons  it  appears,  that  the  longitude  of  the  Capitol,  in 
the  City  of  Washington,  as  reduced  according  to  the 
true  Ikgnn  of  the  esjth,  (being  that  of  an  oblate  sphe- 
roid,^ is  76<>  Sy  O''.  920  degrees  west  The  committee 
would  observe,  that  Mr.  Lambert  appears  to  be  well 
acquainted  with  astronomical  calculations ;  and  that,  so 
for  as  the  committee  have  had  time  to  examine  them, 
they  appear  to  be  correct.  In  a  question,  however,  of 
80  much  nicety,  the  correct  decision  of  which  depends 
so  much  on  the  accuracy  of  the  observations  made, 
and  the  goodness  of  the  instruments  used,  and  when 
the  soMllest  onor  in  the  data  will  necessarily  produce 
an  enoneeus  result,  frill  retiance  ought  not  to  be 
piauiid  on  calculations  made  firom  a  single  observation. 

Indeed,  in  order  to  be  certain  of  a  correct  result,  it 
may  be  proper  that  more  than  one  of  the  vmrioos  me- 
thods of  ascertaining  longitude  should  be  used;  that 
calculations  should  be  made  from  observations  of  tbe 
eclipses  of  Jupiter's  satellites,  of  solar  eclipses,  of  the 
angular  distances  between  the  sun  and  moon,  or  the 
moon  and  a  fixed  star,  or  other  methods,  as  well  as 
from  observations  on  occultations  of  fixed  stars« 

The  committee  are,  therefore,  of  opinion  that,  in 
order  to  lay  a  foundation  for  the  establishment  of  a 
first  meridian  in  this  Western  hemisphere,  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  should  be  authorized  to  cause 
the  longitude  of  the  City  of  Washington,  frt>m  the  ob- 
servatory at  Greenwich,  in  England,  to  be  ascertained 
wiUi  the  greatest  possible  degree  of  accuracy;  and 
that  be  also  be  authorized,  for  that  purpose,  to  procure 
the  necessary  astronomical  instruments. 

They,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  submit  to  the  consid- 
sntion  of  the  House,  the  following  resolution : 

RtBokfed,  That  it  is  expedient  to  make  provision, 
by  UWf  anthoriiing  the  Prasideut  of  the  United  States 


to  cause  the  longitude  of  the  City  of  Washington^ 
from  the  observatory  at  Greenwich,  in  England,  to  be 
ascertained  with  the  greatest  degree  of  accuracy ;  and 
also  authorizing  him,  for  that  purpose,  to  procure  the 
necessary  astronomical  instruments. 

In  presenting  the  above  report,  Mr.  Pitkin  ob- 
served that  the  object  of  the  coromittee  was  to 
hare  a  first  meridian  established  for  the  United 
States,  from  which  computations  of  longitude 
might  be  eeneraliy  made,  that  maps,  charts,  and 
nautical  tables,  might  not,  as  heretofore,  be  calcu- 
lated from  the  observatory  at  Greenwich,  or  from 
the  varying  points  of  Philadelphia,  New  York| 
Washington,  or  Charleston.  Mr.  P.  dilated  opoa 
the  advantages  of  such  a  measure.  Congress 
would  fix  upon  the  place  most  proper  for  a  first 
meridian  ;  and,  perhaps,  as  Washington  was  the 
seat  of  Government,  it  would  be  as  proper  a  place 
as  any.  As  tbe  longitude  must  be  taken  very  ex- 
actly, various  instruments  would  be  necessary  for 
the  purpose  of  making  astronomical  observations. 
As  he  was  desirous  that  a  bill  should  pass  on  the 
subject  at  this  session,  he  did  not  move  a  refer- 
ence of  the  report  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole^ 
but  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table,  to  five  gentle- 
men time  to  consider  it  before  he  asked  a  decis- 
ion on  it. 

The  report  was  accordingly  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

GUNBOATS. 

Mr.  Van  Dtke  said  it  would  be  reeollectet} 
that  at  the  first  session  of  tbe  tenth  Congress  a 
law  had  been  passed  authorizing  the  purchase  or 
employment  of  a  number  of  gunboats,  for  which 
purpose  a  sum  of  upwards  of  $800,000  had  been 
appropriated.  It  appeared  from  a  report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  the  present  annual 
expense  of  keeping  them  in  ordinary,  was  $64,* 
000.  In  another  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navv,  made  to  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  it 
appearea  that  a  number  of  the  gunboats  had  been 
built  of  green  materials,  and  if  suffered  to  remain 
in  service  for  a  ]fear  would  scarcely  be  worth  the 
expense  of  repairing  them.  Those  facts  having* 
been  ascertained,  an  attempt  was  made  (unsuc- 
cessfully) at  tbe  last  session  to  inquire  whether 
it  would  not  be  prudent  to  authorize  the  Presi^ 
dent  to  sell  the  gunboats  or  a  part  of  them.  Mr. 
Van  D.said  it  was  now  about  tne  close  of  the  ses- 
sion, and,  for  anything  he  had  yet  ascertained,  he 
was  not  induced  to  suppose  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  the  gunboats  would  be  necessary  in  anf 
event.  If  peace  was  to  result,  they  would  be 
unquestionably  unnecessary;  if  war,  and  the 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  was  to  be 
confided  in,  in  all  probability  a  number  of  them 
would  be  found  unfit  to  be  employed  in  the  public 
service.  In  every  view  of  the  subject,  Mr.  Van 
D.  said,  it  appeared  proper  to  him  that  an  inquiry 
should  be  made.  He  moved  tbe  following  reso- 
lution, which  he  said  he  presumed  would  not  be 
objected  to  by  any  gentleman  in  the  House : 

<<  Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  our  Naval  Es- 
tabUshment  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
sell  such  of  the  gunboats  belonging  to  the  United 
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States  as  he  may  judge  unfit  or  unneceMary  to  be 
employed  in  the  public  service." 

Mr.  Macon  thought  this  a  very  good  motion 
as  far  aa  it  went ;  but,  in  order  to  hring  the  whole 
subject  of  I  he  naval  force  before  the  IJouse, 
moved  lo  amend  the  motion  >o  as  also  to  include 
**  frigates  and  other  vessels  of  war."  He  thought 
that  the  more  of  them  were  sold  the  belter. 

Mr.  Bassett  expressed  his  satisfaction  that  at 
length  a  proposition  had  been  presented  (o  the 
House  OQ  the  subject  of  the  Navy,  of  such  a  na- 
ture as  to  induce  them  to  consider  ii;  for  he  had 
beeo  unable  to  prevail  upon  them  to  take  up  the 
report  ot  that  cum'miitee.  It  was  a  duty  he  owed 
to  the  committee  to  state  what  attention  they  had 
p&id  to  the  subject.  A  proposition  for  selling 
such  of  the  gunboats  as  were  unneces>ary,  had  at 
an  early  day  been  before  the  committee.  *  It  had 
been  postponed,  however,  because  it  had  been 
deemed  proper  to  see  what  would  be  the  probable 
state  of  things  at  the  adjournment  of  Congress,  be- 
fore they  made  a  report  on  the  state  of  the  gun- 
boats. The  committee  had  been  paralyzed  in  its 
attempts  to  do  anything  ,by  perceiving  thut  what 
was  already  done  by  it  was  not  attended  to  by 
the  House.  Mr.  B.  instanced  a  report  in  par- 
ticular on  (he  subject  of  a  marine  hospital,  which) 
without-  requiring  any  appropriation  from  the 
Treasury,  was  a  very  necessary  provision.  As 
to  the  frigates,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that 
something  should  be  done  in  relation  to  them. 
Already  was  one  frigate  unworthy  repair,  and 
tbe  others  in  the  yard  were  /leteriorating  at  the 
rate  of  30  per  cent,  per  annum.  If  it  was  the 
determination  of  the  House  not  to  repair  them, 
they  had  better  be  sold  while  they  would  fetch 
anythin&f. 

Mr.  Van  Dtkb  said  that  as  the  whole  of  bis 
inotion  had  reference  only  to  the  gunboats,  and 
he  did  not  wish  to  include  any  other  vessels,  he 
should  vote  against  the  amendment,  which, 
however,  the  gentleman  would  have  it  in  bis 
power  lo  move  at  any  time  in  a  separate  proposi- 
tion. He  was  not  so  fully  decided  on  the  pro- 
griety  of  di^(posing  of  tbe  Irigates  as  of  the  gun- 
oats.  He  quoted  the  reports  of  the  Secretary  of 
tbe  Navy  last  Summer,  to  show  the  alfeged  in- 
efficacy  and  expensiveness  of  gunboats  compared 
with  larger  vessels  of  war. 

Mr.  Macon  said,  if  he  was  to  search  the  Gles, 
he  could  find  reports  of  the  former  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  decidedly  in  favor  of  gunboats.  Be 
that  as  it  mi^bt.  however,  it  did  not  afi'ect  the 
principle  of  inquiry.  The  fact  Was,  however* 
that  the  gentleman  from  Delaware  was  against 
the  gunboats  tn/o/o.  Mr.  M.  said  he  agreed  with 
him  there,  but  he  would  go  further.  He  was 
opposed  al>o  to  the  Navy,  and  was  willing  to  in- 
quire into  the  whole — and  there  was  certainly 
nothing  unfair  in  this.  If  the  Legislature  really 
meant  to  maintain  a  navy,  it  was  time  that  they 
should  pursue  some  regular  system,  and  not  one 
year  build  frigates,  and  another  year  gunboats, 
dec,  and  the  timber  for  the  vessels  should  be 
seasoned,  so  that  they  should  not  rot  as  soon  as 
boilt.    The  whole  of  the  vessels  forming  tbe 


present  Navy  of  the  United  States,  if  a  few  frig- 
ates deseved  that  nau)e,  had  been  built  of  green 
timber.  Notwithstanding  the  noise  that  had  be<>a 
made  about  frigates,  Mr.  M.  said  that  when  we 
had  a  sort  of  war  with  France,  •  he  first  sun  fi  ed 
was  from  a  merchantman  (commanded  by  the 
elder  Decatur)  which  had  been  turned  into  a 
frigate. 

Mr.  Gold  observed  that  it  wa^  true  that  that 
gentleman  might  find  opini  ns  of  tbe  Scfcretarf 
of  the  Navy  and  of  other  persons  in  favor  of  guo- 
boats ;  the  time  was  when  the  current  of  public 
opinion  had  run  in  their  favor;  but  the  tinte  had 
passed,  and  the  gentleman  could  scarcely  tinda 
man  now  who  was  in  favor  of  them*  There  could 
be  no  doubt  that  as  to  the  gunboats  some  measure 
of  considerable  extent  was  necessary  to  be  taken; 
but  this  observation  did  not  apply  to  all  public 
vessels.  He  was,  therefore,  against  the  auicad- 
ment. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  it  was  not  an  uncommon 
thing  in  this  House  for  members  to  a>su(ne  as 
matter  of  fact  what  others  e;ipressly  denied: 
The  opinion  expressed  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York  might  be  that  which  he  euteitiiiDed 
as  to  gunboats;  but  he  was  going  too  far  whea  he 
said  it  was  a  general  opinion.  The  House  had 
had  opinions  in  their  favor  of  men  belter  qu^li- 
fied  to  judge  of  them  than  either  himself  or  tbe 
gentleman  from  New  York.  There  had  been  no 
opportunity  to  test  their  utility.  They  were 
never  counted  upon  as  a  maritime  force,  boi  as  t 
defence  for  our  ports  and  harbors.  If  a  yofih® 
Vessels  were  unht  for  service,  and  in  sUch  a  siiu* 
ation  that  they  could  not  be  repaired, without  un- 
justifiable expense,  he  was. for  disposing  iif  them, 
and,  therefore,  was  in  favor  of  the  ani^'odnieot 
and  of  the  original  motion.  As  to  the  Navy,  he 
ever  had  been  of  opinion  that  the  United  Statt^ 
should  never  think  of  becoming  a  naval  Power. 
The  Navy  had  been  for  many  years  a  sinking 
fund  10  the  Government  without  doing  the  lea>i 
good,  except  in  the  affair  in  the  Mediterranean 
some  years  ago.  He  was  not,  however,  for  iok' 
mediately  abolishing  the  Navy;  but  as  sooo  at 
they  could  with  propriety  be  got  rid  of,  he  »aid  it 
would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  nation  that  we 
should  not  hare  a  single  ship  of  war. 

Mr.  Gold  called  upon  the  gentleman  froffl 
Pennsylvania  to  show  a  single  opinion  "f  ■°t 
naval  man  at  the  present  day  on  the  ^^^i^^^ 
gunboats  but  what  was  in  opposition  to  the  whole 
system.  . 

Mr.  PicKMAN  conceived  there  could  be  no  oti- 
jectioii  to  the  amendment,  as  the  object  was 
merely  an  inquiry.  . 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  was  for  comraitimgin® 
whole  subject,  and  he  believed  sound  ar?u  nents 
could  be  produced  which  would  go  to  cony'uce 
the  House  and  the  nation  that  the  frigate*  ao*J 
vessels  of  war  were  quite  as  usele>s  in  the  PJ^° 
state  of  the  world  as  the  much  derided  «"»*>°*^ 
As  to  the  utility  of  gunboats,  when  tbe  lawpa;*^ 
for  procuring  them,  I  he  gentleman  ^'\^^f  ^^ 
necticut,(Mr.  DAiiA.)whowasinibehabitolin> 

ing  admissions  which  sometimes  drew  upon  a 
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the  eensare  of  violent  party  papers  for  his  eandor, 
had  admitted  that  in  shallow  water  the  approach 
of  an  enemy  might  be  rendered  extremely  incon- 
renient  by  gunboats,  and  that  they  might  be 
trooblesome  opponents;  and  more  perhaps  could 
not  be  said  of  the  frigates.  Mr.  T.  appeared  to 
be  of  opinion  that  the  gunboats  and  frigates 
shoo  id  share  the  same  fate. 

Mr.  Lroif  also  spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion, 
and  Mr.  Cook  against  it. 

Mr.  Macon's  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  agreed  to  without 
diTision. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
onfioished  business,  being  the  bill  concerning 
commercial  intercourse,  £c. 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  till  Saturday  nexu — 
Motion  lost,  yeas  57,  nays  66,  as  follows : 

Tkas— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  David 
JBvdy  BorweU  Bsiectt,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  Wiliiun  Bntler,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
CJoptoo,  Howell  Cobb,  WUUam  Crawford,  Richard 
Cotts,  Joseph  Desha,  WUliam  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Maefaack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jacob  Hufty,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander 
McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thos,  Newbold,  John  Nidiolson,  John  Porter,  Peter  R. 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastos  Root, 
Ebefiezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Lemuel  Sawyer, 
Ebeneier  SeaTer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John 
SmiJie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  IVoup,  Charles  Turner,  jun., 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Withenpoon. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Esekiel  Bacon,  William 
W.  BUib,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Jas.  Bveckenridge,  William 
A«  Bnrwell,  John  Campbell,  William  Chamberlin, 
Martin  Chittenden,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  John  Daw- 
son, William  Ely,  James  Emott,  David  8.  Garland, 
Charies  Goldsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert 
Jei^uns,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Herman 
KnickeAacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Liv- 
ennore,  Robert  Le  Rqy  Liyingston,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qoincy, 
John  Randolph,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  Samnel 
South,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephen- 
son, Lewis  B.  Storges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Beojamin  Talhnadge,  John  Taylor,  Jabes  Upham, 
NiAolas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kilhan  K. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheatoo,  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
and  James  Wilson. 

The  question  recurring  on  the  motion  to  ad- 
here, Messrs.  Fisk,  Holland,  Lovb,  and  Mum- 
ford,  supported  the  motion.  I 

Mr.  Garland  said  it  was  with  extreme  reluc-  ^ 
]lthCoN.2dS£3s.— 53 


tance  that  he  rose  to  address  the  House  on  a  sub- 
ject so  much  eihausted  as  this  was ;  but  he  trusted 
that  the  extraordinary  course  which  this  debate 
had  taken  would  be  bis  excuse.  The  opponents 
to  the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  said  Mr.  G., 
appear  to  consider  a  disagreement  to  them  as  a 
test  of  principle  and  as  an  eridence  of  patriotism. 
Sir,  this  is  a  vote  respecting  the  interest  of  our 
own  country,  and  not  a  question  connected  with 
our  foreign  relations.  The  rote  cannot  affect 
our  relation  to  any  other  nation,  because  the 
law  which  will  be  repealed  if  we  recede  has  no 
effect  abroad,  nor  anywhere  except  on  ourselves. 
Were  any  one  to  read  the  speeches  deliver^  on 
this  occasion,  without  knowing  the  question  be- 
fore the  House,  they  would  suppose  that  our /po- 
litical existence  would  be  prostrated  by  the  pas- 
sage of  the  bill  as  amended.  But,  sir,  what  is  the 
bifi  ?  It  proposes  to  repeal  a  flimsy  non-intercourse 
system  which  you  cannot  execute,  which  ope- 
rates exclusively  to  the  injury  of  your  own  cit- 
izens, taxing  your  whole  export  trade  at  the  rate 
of  at  least  twenty  per  cent.  Sir,  is  it  consistent 
with  the  di^nitv  of  the  nation  to  support  a  sys- 
tem  of  this  kind  ?  Is  the  nation  disposed  to  corrupt 
all  her  citizens  and  to  impose  a  tax  on  our  export 
trade  for  the  purpose  of  rewarding  the  man  who 
violates  your  laws,  or  giving  a  monopoly  to  the 
foreign  carrier  ?  I  avow  here,  sir,  that  there  is 
DO  man  who  feels  a  stronger  attachment  to  his 
country  than  I  do,  my  whole  life  will  prove  it, 
and  I  can  manifest  it  in  no  better  way  than  by 
getting  rid  of  such  a  system  as  this,  which  will 
disgrace  her  in  the  eyes  of  the  world.  Gentle- 
men call  upon  the  House  to  have  a  regard  for  the 
consistency  of  their  conduct.  When  the  nation 
has  discovered  herself  to  be«in  error  in  relation  to 
a  [mrticular  measure,  will  she  not  have  magnan- 
imity enough  to  relinquish  i^  rather  than  to  skulk 
out  of  it  by  letting  it  expire  at  the  end  of  the  pre- 
sent session  ?  The  true  auestion  before  the  House, 
is  not  beyond  a  point  of  patriotism,  nor  does  it 
involve  any  ereat  question  of  national  policy.  It 
is  merely  whether  you  will  rid  yourself  of  this 
system,  or  keep  it  on  to  the  corruption  of  your 
citizens.  Can  any  man  doubt  whicn  of  the  two 
to  choose  ?  I  should  think  not.  If  the  design  be 
to  protect  the  interests  of  the  country,  sir,  take 
something  more  efficient,  and  which  will  be  felt 
by  those  on  whom  you  wish  it  to  operate.  This 
is  not  of  that  description,  it  is  imperfect  abroad 
and  oppressive  at  home. 

But  gentlemen  who  support  the  disagreement 
of  the  Senate's  amendments  tell  you  that  to  agree 
with  the  Senate  would  be  submission.  Where 
is  it  to  be  found,  sir  ?  Is  it  yielding  any  of  the 
rights  of  the  country  to  rid  ourselves  of  this  ob- 
noxious measure?  It  is  not;  it  is  ridding  our- 
selves of  a  nuisance  which  has  rendered  those 
vicious  who  would  be  otherwise  virtuous,  by  of- 
fering temputions  too  strong  for  human  nature. 
A  hue-and-cry  has  on  this  occasion  been  raised 
affaiost  the  merchants.  They  are  like  other  peo- 
ple, liable  to  temptation  ;  and  if  you  make  it  too 
strong,  like  other  citizens  they  will  yield  to  it.  I 
have  not  heard  a  single  gentleman  in  opposition 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1667 


HISTORY  OF  CONOEBSS. 


1668 


H.ofR. 


Commercial  Intercaune. 


Mascb,  1810. 


to  the  Senate's  amendment  attempt  for  a  single 
moment  to  justify  the  non-intercourse  system. 
They  say  the  bill  as  amended  does  not  go  far 
enough.  Sir,  if  it  is  good  as  far  as  it  goes,  it  is 
therefore  incumbent  on  us  to  accept  it.  On  that 
principle  I  shall  always  act.  On  that  principle  I 
voted  for  the  bill  as  it  went  from  this  House,  al- 
though I  considered  the  restrictire  sections  con- 
tained in  the  bill  as  conflicting  with  the  interests 
of  the  country,  but  accepted  of  it  as  the  lesser 
evil.  I  was  anxious  to  ret  rid  of  the  aon-inter- 
oourse  system,  and  therefore  voted  for  the  bill  as 
it  went  from  this  House.  As  amended  it  is  now 
more  acceptable  to  me  than  it  was  before. 

But,  sir,  if  we  are  to  have  nothins^  but  a  non- 
tntereourse,  which  is  in  itself  worse  than  nothing, 
to  protect  the  declining  honor  of  the  nation,  we 
shall  be  disgraced  indeed,  as  gentlemen  seem  to 
think  we  should  be  by  the  adoption  of  this  bill. 
Restraining  .our  own  commerce  will  not  have  the 
smallest  effect  upon  the  nation  which  has  most 
injured  our  commercial  rights — I  mean  Great 
Britain.  We  have  a  complete  intercourse  with 
Great  Britain,  while  we  have  none  with  France— 
and  the  prevailing  opinion  is,  that  when  the  law 
is  violated  by  voyages  direct  to  Great  Britain,  we 
cannot  recover  a  single  penalty  from  the  offender. 
On  the  score  of  consistency,  if  we  mean  to  pre- 
serve our  neutrality,  we  ought  for  that  reason  to 
repeal  the  law ;  for  it  is  in  force  effectually  as  to 
France  and  not  as  to  Great  Britain. 

I  know  that  many  gentlemen  entertain  the  idea 
that  commerce  is  not  essential  to  this  country; 
that  it  is  a  load  on  the  wheels  of  this  Govern- 
ment, which  retards  its  operation.  I  must  differ 
with  gentlemen.  I  believe  there  is  an  intimate 
connexion  between  commerce  and  agriculture; 
that  you  cannot  promote  the  interest  of  the  one 
without  also  promoting  the  success  of  the  other ; 
neither  can  you  injure  the  interest  of  the  one 
without  injuring  the  interests  of  the  other.  An 
honorable  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Smilib)  has  said  that  he  would  not  go  to  war  for 
commerce.  That,  sir,  is  a  point  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  nation,  whether  we  will  relinquish 
the  freedom  of  the  seas  or  not.  If  it  be  an  object 
worth  contending  for,  it  becomes  the  nation  to 
make  the  effort.  If  it  be  not  worth  contending 
for,  why  not  let  commerce  go  free,  as  you  refuse 
it  the  protection  which  the  Government  has  in 
its  power  to  give  ?  Regulation  and  protection 
should  always  go  together;  and  if  we  are  de- 
termined to  abandon  our  commerce  to  the  depre- 
dation of  the  European  world,  we  should  leave 
it  free  as  possible  to  take  its  own  way.    The  Le- 

fislature  has  been,  as  was  observed  the  other  day 
y  a  gentleman  from  New  York,  legislating  on 
this  subject  for  five  years.  If  you  look  at  the  re- 
ports of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  you  will 
»ee  the  benefits  that  have  resulted  from  the  legis- 
laave  provisions  on  that  subject.  In  1806,  the  duty 
on  foods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  was  upwards 
of  fourteen  millions  of  dollars;  it  is  now  reduced 
to  less  than  half  that  sum — your  commerce  has 
dwindled  in  the  hands  of  its  foster  fathers  to  a 
mere  shadow.    And  whenever  you  give  up  your 


commerce  to  the  world  for  depredation,  yoQ  aUo 
give  up  your  revenue.  When  therefore  geDtle- 
men  consider  commerce  not  worthy  of  their  at- 
tention, they  should  reflect  that  the  principal  sup- 
port of  the  Government  has  been  derived  from 
that  source,  and  that  if  we  abandon  it  we  most 
resort  to  loans,  direct  taxes,  or  something  more 
unpleasant  than  the  protection  of  the  commercial 
rights  of  the  nation. 

The  worthy  i)atron  of  this  bill  (Mr.  Macoii) 
objects  to  the  bill  as  amended,  because  it  is  aot 
impartial  as  to  Great  Britain  and  France.  I  bare 
been  very  much  astonished  at  that  declaration, 
sir.  I  consider  the  law  as  it  now  operates  as  par- 
tial to  Great  Britain  while  it  is  hostile  toFraace. 
The  repeal  of  it  would  leave  them  to  compete  in 
our  ports  as  they'  could.  If  either  have  the  ad- 
vantage, it  will  be  owin^  to  no  act  of  ours,  bat  to 
their  own  relative  situation.  If  my  supposition  be 
correct  upon  this  subject,  that  the  law  is  io  coah 
plete  force  as  to  France  and  that  those  who  violate 
the  law  and  go  direct  to  Great  Britain  caanotbe 
punished,  it  is  only  nominal  as  to  Great  Briuua. 
and  I  woeld  therefore  repeal  it  as  to  France.  It 
gentlemen  act  on  their  own  deolaratioDs,  tbey 
ought  to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  law. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Me- 
Km)  told  us  we  need  not  be  in  a  hurry  to  get  rid 
of  this  system,  because  it  does  not  enhance  the 
price  of  produce.  This  is  matter  of  opinion^I 
do  not  believe  that  the  gentleman's  prophecies 
would  be  realized.  Our  produce  is  taxed  at  pre- 
sent to  a  considerable  extent  for  exportatioo.  If 
that  tax  is  reduced,  and  we  are  permitted  to  cany 
on  a  direct  trade,  will  it  not  advance  in  propor- 
tion as  the  tax  is  lessened  ?  It  appears  to  me  a 
self-evident  proposition,  that  if  you  lessen  the  ex- 
pense of  exportation,  you  advance  the  price  of 
produce  in  that  proportion.  That  produce  hat 
been  reduced  in  price  by  (he  operation  of  tbii 
measure,  there  can  be  no  question.  What  has 
been  the  fact  in  relation  to  it  siaee  this  bill  bai 
been  before  the  House  ?  Whenever  there  has  bcca 
a  prospect  that  you  will  rid  yooraelf  of  this  obnox- 
ious non-intercourse,  the  price  of  produce  by 
been  enhanced.  No  matter  what  may  be  tbe  ef- 
fect in  Europe — if  you  can  advance  the  price  of 
produce  in  our  own  market  by  taking  off  this  re 
strictive  system,  you  ought  to  lose  no  time  in  re 
pealing  it.  But  gentlemen  are  willing  to  bare 
this  law  still  in  operatioih  which  has  cost  the 
nation  a  million  and  a  half  of  dollars  per  ODOOtb 
ever  since  it  has  been  in  existence.  If  their  pa- 
triotism can  reconcile  this,  they  have  differeat 
feelings  from  myself.  You  cannot  execute  a  par- 
tial non-exportation  law.  Let  your  vessels  ^ 
out  and  they  will  go  to  the  beat  market.  It  ^ 
useless  therefore  to  attempt  a  system  of  this  kind ; 
but  I  trust  the  nation  is  not  yet  prepared  to  siv- 
render  its  rights.  I  trust  there  is  yet  a  spark  of 
love  of  country  revaaining,  and  before  the  Legis- 
lature separate,  I  trust  I  shall  see  some  system  tt- 
tempted  to  protect  our  rights.  I  will  not  reir  on 
flimsy  paper-measnrea  which  are  disregarded  by 
foreign  nations  and  reduce  us  to  tbe  huniUfttlBg 
sitoation  of  being  told  by  the  Minister  of  a  foreign 
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nation  that  he  is  sorry  for  our  condition.  When 
we  have  the  means  of  protecting  our  rights,  and 
caa  use  theiDy  shall  we  retain  a  system  which  op- 
erates not  on  our  enemies  and  wholly  on  oursel  ves, 
and  which  as  a  measure  of  resistance  is  feeble, 
weak  and  inefficient?    I  hope  we  shall  not. 

A  motion  being  made  to  adjourn,  the  House  re- 
fused, (at  4  o'clock,}  yeas  60,  nays  62,  as  follows : 

Ykas— WiUia  Alfton,  jr.  David  Bard,  Wiliiam  W. 
Bibb»  Adam  Boy4»  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  C^oun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
Clovton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook^ 
William  Crawford,  Kichard  Cntts,  Joseph  DeshA.  Jo- 
nathan Pisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  Tho- 
mas CHiolson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Ben- 
janun  Howard,  Jacob  Huftj,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  John 
Lots,  Aaron  Lyie,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKin^, 
PleaBant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moon,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8. 
Mvmford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thonkas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Pomr,  Peter  B.  Por- 
IsE,  John  Raa  of  PennsyWania,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Matthias  Rkhavis,  John  Roane,  Erastutf  Root, 
£b«ttCMr  6ag«,  Thomas  SazsmmiiS  Ebensser  SeaTer, 
Adam  Sejb«rt,  Samuel  Shaw,  Johm  Smilie,  Geerge 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henty  Senthard,  Dri  Tracy, 
George  M.  Troi^p,  Charles  Turn^Ti  jr*,  Robert  White- 
kai,  and  Richard  Wina. 

Nats — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William  Anderson,  Bur- 
well  Bassett,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  Jas.  Brecke^ridge,  Wil- 
liam A.  BurweU,  John  Campbell,  William  Chamberlin, 
Martin  Chittenden, ^amuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jun.,  William  £ly,  James  Emott,  William  Find- 
ley,  David  S.Garland,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Thomas 
R.  Gold,  Bdwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
HaTen,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hnbbard,  Rich- 
ard Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
Ham  Kennedy,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Living- 
ston, Xfatthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maoon,  Robert  Mar- 
ten, Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  William 
Mifaiar,  Jonathan  O.  Mosdey  Joseph  Pearson,  Ben- 
jamin Piokman,  jr.,  Timothy  Piddn,jrnBiisfaa  R.  Potter, 
ismidi  Qam^,  John  Randolph,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Bennii 
Saalt,  Samuel  Smith,  Riehard  Stanford,  John  Stanley, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B»  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samoel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor, 
Jabe«  Ujpham,  Nichohs  Van  I>yko.  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  KTiilian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Ezekid  MThitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  With- 
enspoon. 

Mr.  EatoTT  said  if  any  apology  should  be 
thought  necessary  for  his  rising  at  such  a  late 
hour,  he  hoped  it  would  be  £oimd  in  the  import- 
ance of  the  subject  under  discussion.  •  It  was  not 
his  intention  to  consume  much  of  the  time  of  the 
House,  and  he  should  not  have  taken  a  part  in 
the  debate,  but  from  the  consideration  that  he 
coald  present  a  few  ideas  which  appeared  to  him 
material  towards  a  correct  decision,  and  which 
had  not  been  noticed.  Many  gentlemen  have 
talked  so  much  of  England  and  France,  that 
they  have  almost  forgotten  that  we  are  legisla- 
ting for  our  own  country.  If  we  pass  or  reject 
the  bill  on  your  table,  it  should  be  to  advance 
the  interest  of  Amierica;  its  bearing  on  either  of 
the  belligerent  Powers  is  a  secondary  and  minor 
consideration. 


In  order  that  he  might  be  the  better  understood, 
he  said,  he  would  commence  bv  recalling  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  to  the  bill  with  its  provis- 
ions, and  state  the  points  wherein  the  two  branch- 
es of  Confi^ress  difiered 

The  bill  as  it  oriffinally  went  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  had  four  different  provisions. 

1.  It  contained  a  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse 
law. 

2.  It  interdicted  British  and  French  armed 
vessels  from  entering  our  harbors. 

3.  It  interdicted  the  entrance  into  our  watera 
of  British  and  French  merchant  vessels,  and  so 
far  was  intended  to  give  the  export  trade  of  the 
country  to  our  own  ships. 

4.  It  prohibited  the  importation  of  British  and 
French  goods  except  in  American  registered  ves- 
sels laden  at  the  place  where  the  goods  were 
manufactured — the  attempting  to  secure  to  our 
ships  our  import  trade. 

The  three  last  provisions  were  limited  to  the 
end  of  the  next  session,  and  in  the  mean  time 
were  placed  under  the  control  of  the  Executive, 
who,  on  a  revocation  or  modification  of  the  edicts 
of  Great  Britain  and  France,  was  at  liberty  to 
declare  the  prohibitions  at  an  end. 

As  the  bill  comes  from  the  Senate  the  two  last 
provisions  and  the  limitation  are  stricken  out,  and 
it  now  stands  a  naked,  unqualified  repeal  of  the 
non-intercourse  law,  and  a  permanent  interdic- 
tion of  British  and  French  armed  vessels.  We 
are  now  called  upon  to  decide  whether  we  will 
pass  the  act  thus  modified,  or  destroy  the  hopes 
of  the  country  by  adhering  to  the  part  expunged 
by  the  Senate. 

The  bill  as  it  now  stands  is  by  no  means  un- 
objectionable, but  after  the  consideration  which 
I  have  given  it  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for  it.  A 
limited  or  qualified  interdiction  of  the  armed 
vessels  of  Great  Britain  and  France  may  be  pro- 
per, and  during  the  continuance  of  the  war  it  is 
a  measure  of  which  perhaps  they  ought  not  to 
complain.  A  permanent  regulation  of  this  kind 
is,  however,  without  precedent  and  will  probably 
call  for  retaliation,  if  the  system  is  pressed  bacc 
on  us  we  shall  certainly  be  the  sufferers. 

We  have  for  many  years  had  a  naval  force  in 
the  Mediterranean  Sea  to  protect  our  commerce 
against  the  Barbary  Powers,  and  we  have  now 
on  our  tables  bills  which  I  presume  are  entitled 
to  be  acted  on  for  granting  convoys  to  our  mer- 
chantmen, bound  to  Europe.  If  our  armed  ships 
are  denied  the  rights  of  hospitality  in  European 
ports,  if  they  cannot  obtain  an  ounce  of  meal  or 
a  draught  of  water  when  they  arrive  in  Europe, 
it  is  rather  difficult  to  understand  how  they  can 
make  these  voyages  or  remain  on  foreign  stations. 
Such  must  be  their  situation  if  France  and 
Great  Britain,  and  the  Powers  dependent  on  or 
connected  with  them,  adopt  a  retaliatory  system. 

What  are  the  benefits  to  result  from  the  pro- 
vision ?  As  it  respects  France,  her  armed  vessels 
are  not  frequently  seen  on  this  side  the  Atlantic, 
and,  therefore,  Ipresume  it  is  not  particularly 
aimed  at  her.  With  respect  to  Great  Britain^  we 
are  to  recollect  that  she  has,  both  to  the  north 
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and  the  south  of  us,  ssife  and  conyenient  harbors 
in  abundance,  where  her  vessels  raay  stop  and 
refit  and  be  provided  for.  This  regulation  "virill 
not,  therefore,  prevent  her  ships  from  approach- 
ing our  country  or  hovering  on  our  coasts.-  We 
are,  therefore,  provoking  a  war  of  restriction  and 
inhospitality  from  which  we  have  little  to  gain 
and  may  possibly  lose  much. 

But  notwithstanding  these  objections,  so  strong- 
ly do  I  wish  the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse 
laws,  and  such  I  know  are  the  sentiments  and 
expectations  of  the  countrv  on  this  subject^  that 
I  am  willing  to  take  the  pill,  unpalatable  as  it  has 
been  made. 

But  it  has  been  urged  that  the  bill  has  been 
stripped  of  everything  valuable,  and  ought  not 
in  Its  present  decrepit  and  deformed  state  to 
be  countenanced.  I  must  beg  the  attention  of 
the  House  while  I  pass  in  review  the  highly 

grized  provisions  which  are  so  pertinaciously^  ad- 
ered  to.  I  shall  be  much  aisappointed  if  it 
does  not  appear  that  their  value  has  been  over* 
rated. 

In  their  most  perfect  form,  and  without  any 
impediments  or  countervailing  regulations  on  the 
part  of  the  European  Governments,  the  provis- 
ions which  have  been  negatived  by  the  Senate, 
may  confine  the  American  import  and  export 
trade  to  American  vessels. 

That  to  a  certain  desree  our  own  ship-owners 
and  ship-builders  ought  to  be  encouraged,  will 
not  be  denied.  We  not  only  by  it  give  employ- 
ment to  a  useful  set  of  men,  but  the  community 
at  large  are  benefited.  If  we  depend  on  foreign- 
ers to  carry  away  our  productions,  we  would  not 
only  give  a  monopoly  to  certain  European  nations, 
as,  for  instance,  to  the  British  during  the  present 
war^  as  their  vessels  only  can  reach  our  coast, 
but  our  sales  would  not  be  as  profitable  or  as 
certain.  Our  merchants  in  our  own  vessels  seek 
the  best  market,  and  can,  therefore^  give  the  best 
prices.  And  the  farmer  or  planter  sinks  in  his 
sales  but  one  profit  and  one  freight. 

This  encouragement  is  already  given  in  our 
protecting  duties,  and  so  effectual  have  they  been 
under  the  fair  conduct  of  our  merchants  that  for- 
eign ships  seldom  enter  our  ports.  But  this  encour- 
agement may  be  carried  too  far,  and  it  may  well 
be  doubted  whether  by  driving  foreigners  abso- 
lutely out  of  market  we  are  not  prejudicing  one 
set  of  our  citizens  for  the  exclusive  advantage 
of  another.  Whether  by  absolutely  prohibiting 
everything  like  competition  with  our  ship-owners, 
and  thus  allowing  them  to  make  their  own 
freight,  we  are  not  unduly  sacrificing  the  agri- 
cultural to  promote  the  shipping  interest. 

But  is  this  the  regulation  necessary  to  protect 
or  to  foster  our  shipping  interest  ?  As  to  French 
vessels  it  certainly  is  not  required,  as  no  French 
merchant  vessels  are  found  in  our  seas.  If  it  has 
any  operation  it  must  be  on  the  British,  and  so  it 
seems  to  be  understood.  We  have  no  document 
before  us  from  which  we  can  ga'  her  with  certainty 
the  exact  amount  of  British  tonnage  employed  in 
our  trade,  but  we  bave  such  parts  as  will  enable 
ns  to  come  pretty  near  the  truth.    It  is  stated 


that  the  whole  foreign  tonnage  employed  in  our 
trade  is  somewhere  between  forty  and  sixty  thou- 
sand tons. 

When  it  is  understood  that  the  British  vessels 
which  enter  our  waters  are  principally  coasters 
comioff  from  Nova  Scotia  with  piaster  of  Paris, 
and  other  bulky  articles,  and  that  the  same  vessel 
arrives  several  times  during  the  same  year,  and 
thus  swells  the  list  of  tonnage^  without  adding  to 
the  number  of  ships,  it  is  a  fair  and  safe  calcula- 
tion that  the  actual  amount  of  British  shipping 
employed  in  our  trade  does'not  exceed  and  nro- 
bably  does  not  amount  to  8,000  tons.  Thustnen 
the  French  have  no  ships  to  be  excluded,  and  the 
English  but  forty  or  fifty  vessels,  of  the  smaller 
kind.  This  is  indeed  a  small  item  in  the  amount. 
The  addition  of  a  few  small  craft  will  certainly 
be  of  no  great  advantage  to  our  ship-builders,  and 
our  farmers  (I  speak  particularly  of  the  country 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent)  will  be 
seen  to  suffer  by  the  interdiction  of  these  Nora 
Scotia  coasters,  either  from  the  scarcity  of  plas- 
ter, or  the  consequent  advance  on  its  price. 

But  it  is  said  that  want  of  employ  elsewhere 
will  greatly  increase  the  British  shipping  in  onr 
trade,  that  being  wholly  excluded  from  Conti- 
nental  Europe  by  the  French  decrees,  the  tonna^ 
formerly  employed  in  the  European  trade  will 
be  turned  towards  this  country,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  interdiction  is  necessary  for  the  protec- 
tion, perhaps  the  existence,  of  our  shipping  inter- 
est. Is  there  any  danger  of  this  ?  Those  who 
think  so,  reason  on  the  French  decrees  as  many 
formerly  reasoned  about  the  embargo :  they  re- 
gard them  in  the  abstract  as  being  a  complete 
barrier  to  the  introduction  of  English  goods  on 
the  Continent,  and  an  actual  inhibition  of  all  in- 
tercourse with  the  British.  In  the  same  maoner 
gentlemen  believed  that  our  embargo  would  pre- 
vent our  productions  finding  their  way  to  £b|^ 
land,  and  keep  British  goods  out  of  the  country. 
But  such  was  not  the  effect  of  our  embargo,  and 
such  assuredly  is  not  the  practical  effect  of  the 
French  decrees,  nor  will  it  ever  be.  As  soon  ai 
our  people  began  themselves  to  feel  the  effects  of 
the  embargo  by  the  pressure  and  the  losses  it  oc- 
casioned, our Jproductions  found  their  wafout 
and  to  Great  Britain,  and  if,  during  the  continu- 
ance of  the  embargo,  there  was  a  scarcitv  of  Eng- 
lish  goods,  it  was  assuredly  an  artificial  s<iarcity 
created  by  the  dealers  to  enhance  their  prices. 
The  trade  between  the  two  countries  was  kept 
up,  though  carried  on  in  a  different  manner  and 
by  different  men.  Such  too  has  been  the  effect 
of  the  French  decrees,  and,  according  to  the  opin- 
ion of  practical  statesmen,  such  will  hereafter  be 
their  operation.  They  may  change  the  old  chan- 
nel, but  the  stream  cannot  be  pent  up;  it  must 
and  will  find  its  way  out. 

As  the  effect  of  the  French  decrees  and  the 
state  of  British  commerce  have  such  an  intimn^^ 
connexion  with  this  subject,  and  have  accordingly 
been  strongly  insisted  on  in  the  discussion  of  the 
bill,  we  are  bound  to  look  them  fblly  in  the  face, 
and  I  will,  therefore,  proceed  to  view  them  »  h^* 
tie  more  in  detail. 
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In  the  first  pUce,  I  remark  that  the  wants  of 
the  people  on  the  Continent  must  be  satisfied  and 
are  at  war  with  the  regulations  of  the  French 
filmperor.  In  that  quarter  of  the  world  as  in  this 
the  people  have  surplus  productions  which  they 
haTe  been  in  the  practice  of  exchanging  for  the 
articles  of  other  countries.  The  articles  taken  in 
exchange  are  actually  or  from  habit  necessaries 
which  the  people  cannot  do  Without,  or  do  not 
wish  to  be  deprived  of.  And  if  a  vent  cannot  be 
found  by  the  continental  nations  for  their  surplus 
productions,  they  become  of  no  value  and  are  lo9t 
to  the  owner,  when  we  find  commercial  regu- 
lations thus  at  variance  with  the  wishes,  the  in- 
terests, and  the  wants  of  a  people,  they  will  most 
assaredl^  be  evaded  unless  enforced  by  the  hand 
of  Omnipotence. 

Again,  the  French  decrees  are  enforced  by  fear 
and  not  from  inclination.  Does  any  one  believe 
that  ia  Austria  or  Prussia  or  Sweden  or  the 
Hanse  towns,  these  regulations  have  been  received 
-with  favor,  or  have  been  adapted  from  any  other 
motive  than  fear  of  the  French  Emperor.  When 
this  \A  Che  case,  when  a  Grovemment  is  compelled, 
at  the  command  of  a  powerful  neighbor,  to  adopt 
a  sjrstem  of  commercial  restriction  wnich  im- 
poverishes the  country  and  is  counter  to  the 
feelings  and  habits  of  its  subjects,  if  the  com- 
merce is  not  secretly  permitted,  much  pains  will 
not  be  taken  to  prevent  it.  As  a  proof  of  this  we 
have  only  to  turn  our  eyes  on  Holland,  a  country 
Iwrdering  on  modem  France  and  ruled  under 
tiapoleon  by  his  brother.  Yet  in  this  very  coun- 
try a  trade  with  England  is  carried  on  to  such  an 
extent,  that  we  find  the  Emperor  not  merely  com- 
plaining of  it,  but  threatening  for  that  cause 
alone  to  annex  Holland  to  his  empire.  If  such 
is  the  fact  in  Holland,  what  must  the  case  in 
other  ELingdoms  farther  removed  from  France 
and  not  mled  by  any  of  the  Bonaparte  dynasty  ? 

Once  more,  from  the  state  of  the  European 
world  it  appears  necessarily  to  result  that  British 
navigation  will  not  speedily  decrease.  All  Eu- 
Tope  is  in  a  state  of  war,  and  there  is  scarcely  a 
merchant  vessel  afloat  which  does  not  belong  to 
Oreat  Britain.  It  seems  to  follow  that  the  con- 
tinental nations  must  have  recourse  to  British 
shipping  to  carry  away  and  barter  their  surplus 
prcMlnctions. 

Do  we  want  any  proof  of  the  flourishing  state 
of  British  commerce  and  navigation  under  the 
French  decrees  ?  We  have  it  I  think  in  abun- 
dance. We  have  it  in  the  daily  accounts  of  arri- 
vals in  England  of  large  fleets  of  merchantmen 
from  the  Baltic,  a  sea  surrounded  by  nations 
who  on  paper  have  addpted  French  regulations. 
We  have  it  in  the  list  of  vessels  from  Holland,  a 
coontry  which  has  not  only  incorporated  the 
French  decrees  in  its  laws,  but  which  is  in  a  state 
of  open  actual  hostility  with  England,  and  yet 
the  ship  news  has  announced  the  arrival  of  not 
less  than  twenty  merchantmen  from  that  coun- 
try in  a  single  port  in  England  in  one  day.  We 
have  it  in  the  licenses  which  are  openly  granted 
by  the  British  Qovernment  to  its  subjects  to  trade 
With  the  Continent,  and  indeed  with  France  it- 


self. If  the  French  decrees  really  sealed  op  the 
Continent  against  the  British,  as  many  seem  to 
imagine,  it  is  strange  that  the  merchants,  who 
generally  understand  their  own  interest,  would 
solicit  those  licenses,  or  that  the  Qovernment 
would  grant  them. 

If  we  want  farther  proof  we  have  it  in  the  price 
of  British  goods,  which  the  dealers  in  them  say 
are  on  the  advance,  and  which  shows  that  the  de- 
mand for  them  is  not  decreasing.  But  above  aU, 
we  have  it  in  that  best  of  mercantile  thermome- 
ters, the  receipts  of  the  customs.  From  the  late 
English  papers,  it  apoears  that  the  British  cus- 
toms for  the  last  yearhave  gone  much  beyond 
the  financial  estimates,  and  that  they  exceeded 
the  receipts  of  the  former  year  upwards  of  one 
million  six  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling  or 
more  than  seven  millions  of  dollars. 

But  there  are  still  farther  reason  for  believing 
that  the  British  shipping  will  not  soon  want  em- 
ployment. Let  it  be  recollected  that  almost  all 
the  French  and  Dutch  colonies  in  both  hemis- 
pheres have  changed  masters,  and  that  their  pro- 
ductions, which  formerly  gave  activity  and  profit 
to  so  many  neutrals,  are  now  carried  by  the  Bng^ 
lish.  The  extent  and  importance  of  this  trade  is 
well  known  in  this  country;  it  has  for  manf 
yiears  been  a  standing  topic  of  discussion  in  this 
House,  and  our  official  popers,  as  well  as  public 
prints,  have  evinced  the  vast  injury  done  us  bv^ 
the  British  in  their  attempts  to  circumscribe  and 
fetter  it  as  carried  on  by  neutrals.  Let  it  also  be 
recollected  that  the  war,  as  it  has  been  conducted 
by  the  French  Emperor,  has  thrown  open  to  the 
English  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese  possessions 
in  South  America,  which  embrace  almost  the 
whole  of  that  continent.  The  trade  of  that 
country  is  now  carried  on  almost  exclusively  bjr 
the  British,  and  has  therefore  given  much  addi- 
tional employ  to  British  shipping. 

Let  us  then  banish  the  idle  apprehension,  if  in- 
deed we  entertain  it,  that  the  British  will  attempt 
to  rival  us  in  our  ports  and  in  our  own  trade  be- 
cause they  want  employment  elsewhere.  The 
thing,  under  existing  circumstances,  is  altogether 
improbable.  Besides,  let  me  ask  ^otlemen.  if 
they  have  apprehensions  on  this  subject,  whetner 
it  is  not  in  time  to  provide  for  the  evil  when  we 
are  sure  it  is  approaching?  We  ought  not  to 
legislate  on  a  possibility  so  remote,  on  an  event 
which,  though  some  may  fear,  no  thinking  un- 
prejudiced man  expects. 

That  these  regulations  are  unnecessary  is  also 
proved  by  a  recurrence  to  our  situation  at  the 
commencement  of  our  restrictive  system.  Brit- 
ish merchant  vessels  were  then  at  liberty  to  enter 
our  watero,  and  yet  all  our  ships  and  sailors  had 
emplov ;  it  was  not  then  believed  or  suggested 
that  English  enterprise  exceeded  American  en- 
terprise, or  that  the  British  could  rival  us  in  oar 
trade  and  in  our  own  waters.  The  class  of  citi- 
zens interested  in  shipping  require  nothing  more 
from  us  than  to  be  placed  where  we  found  them ; 
no  aid  of  ours  has  been  asked  or  even  hinted  at 
and  if  we  do  thus  gratuitously  interfere,  believe 
me,  sir,  they  are  to  snffer  by  it. 
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If,  bowev^,an  American  navigation  act  is  ne- 
cessary or  desirable,  is  thb  such  an  act }  or  will 
the  provisions  struck  out  by  the  Senate,  if  they 
could  be  reinstated,  benefit  the  navigation  inter- 
est? This  is  an  inquiry  of  some  importance,  for 
if  it  shall  appear  tnat  the  sy;$tem  is  altogether 
worthless,  gentlemen  who  have  taken  this  ground 
for  adhering  to  the  original  proposition,  and  by 
this  means  continue  the  non-intercourse,  will 
consent  to  take  the  law  as  it  now  stands.  The 
bill,  as  it  just  came  into  this  House,  was  said  to 
be  a  substitute  for  tke  non^ntercourse,  which 
was  a  substitute  for  the  embargo.  This  system 
of  substitution  has  not  the%ppearance  of  stability. 
If  this  bill  had  passed,  those  who  knew  its  pro* 
genitors,  and  recollected  their  sickly  and  dis- 
ordered state,  would  not  calculate  on  long  life  to 
the  child. 

We  are  to  bear  in  mind  too  that  the  commer- 
cial or  navigation  provisions  were  to  eipire  by 
the  very  tern^  of  the  law  with  the  last  day  of  the 
next  session,  which  might  be  prior  to  and  could 
not  go  beyond  the  fourth  day  of  Maroh^  and  that 
they  could  be  annulled  by  the  Executive  before 
that  time,  in  case  he  made  arrangements  with 
the  belligerents.  Is  it  possible  to  conceive  that 
these  temporary,  uncertain  rejgulations  can  bene- 
j$t  the  shipping  interest,  or  that  any  man  would 
be  idle  enou|jh  to  build  a  single  vessel  in  conse- 
quence of  this  ephemeral  ^stem?  Let  us  not 
dfeceive  ourselves,  this  is  not  a  navisation  act. 

But  is  there  not  danger  that  the  bill  might  have 
the  effect  of  destroying  the  very  interest  which 
we  profess  by  it  to  encourage  ?  What,  let  me  ask, 
would  be  the  effect  of  a  retaliatory  regulation  by 
the  British  1  It  is  said,  indeed,  that  there  is  no 
danger  of  retaliation — j^erhaps  not.  Indeed  the 
advantage  which  the  British  would  receive  under 
this  law  would  probably  render  it  a  favorite  with 
them;  for, if  I  mistake  not,  in  connexion  with  the 
French  decrees  and  the  French  practices  under 
these  decrees,  it  will  make  Great  Britain  our  ware- 
house and  her  people  our  factors,  and  this  is  one 
reason  which  induces  me  to  vote  againl&t  the  bill 
|M  it  went  from  this  House.  But  as  to  retaliation 
we  are  to  recollect  that  Great  Britain  is  much 
ffovem^d  by  her  own  interest,  and  if  she  sees  her 
interest  in.  it,  we  must  expect  that  she  will  re* 
taliate. 

Put  the  case  that  the  English  adopt  correspond* 
ing  regulations,  that  they  prohibit  any  exports  or 
imports  in  American  vessels,  what  will  then  take 
place  to  the  operation  of  this  system?  Some 
gentlemen  who  are  friendly  to  the  restrictive 
regimen  appear  to  think  that  it  will  give  an  em- 
bargo more  effectual  than  the  former,  because  it 
wUI  be  enforced  by  the  British  navy.  But  it  will 
not  be  an  embargo.  The  few  last  years  have  af- 
forded us  some  experience  on  this  subject.  Not- 
withstanding our  restrictive  reffulations,  our  pro- 
ductions found  their  wajr  out  o?  the  country,  and 
British  goods  found  their  way  in.  Such  assur- 
edly would  be  the  case  if  these  conflicting  systems 
were  put  in  operation.  Our  productions  would 
be  deposited  in  Apielia  island  on  the  South,  and 
Nova  Scotia  and  Canada  on  the  North,  to  be  car- 


ried away  by  the  British  vessels,  and  the  British 
merchants  would  have  there  a  supply  of  goods 
which  would  find  their  way  into  the  country  by 
stealth  and  smuggling. 

In  such  a  state  of  things  what  would  become 
of  the  shipping  interest?  Is  it  not  obvious  that 
our  ships  and  sailors  would  be  permanently  thrown 
out  of  employment,  and  that  all  our  trade  would 
be  carried  off  in  British  bottoms,  the  thing  we  ap- 
pear to  be  so  solicitous  to  guard  against?  Aim 
what  would  render  our  situation  the  more  intole- 
rable and  oppressive,  is,  that  we  would  not  have 
it  in  our  power  to  shift  off  this  system  as  we  did 
the  embargo.  It  must  continue  not  merelf  as 
long  as  we  choose,  but  during  the  pleasure  of 
Great  Britain,  for  we  must  bear  in  mind  that  if 
she  does  not  lead  the  way  in  these  "navigation'' 

E rejects,  but  treads  in  our  own  footsteps,  we  shall 
ave  no  just  cause  to  complain,  either  ot  the  con^ 
mencement  or  the  continuance  of  the  system  by 
her. 

Nor  will  the  evil  be  confined  to  the  shipping 
interest ;  it  will  be  felt  by  every  portion  of  the 
commqnity,  and  particularly  by  our  farorers  and 
planters.  We  know  that  one  of  the  effects  of  the 
restrictive  system,  is  to  enhance  the  prices  of  Eo- 
ropean  articles,  and  that  we  are  now  taxed  se- 
verely by  it.  Again :  while  our  farmers  are  pay- 
ing an  advanced  price  on  the  articles  they  pur- 
chase, they  must,  as  they  now  do,  sacrifice  their 
productions.  Tne  merchant  who  will  undertake 
to  send  off  the  productions  of  the  country,  muiC 
do  it  at  much  expense  and  trouble,  and  will  re- 
quire a  profit  not  only  equal  to  his  capital  and 
the  risk,  but  so  as  to  enable  him  to  pay  the 
freight  of  hi^  vessel  both  out  and  in,  as  she  must 
return  empty.  The  prices  at  the  place  of  deposite 
will  necessarily  be  low,  as  there  will  be  manj 
sellers  and  few  buyers,  and  th^  second  purchaser 
will  expect  another  profit,  equal  to  another  freight 
in  and  out,  as  well  as  compensation  for  his  time 
and  trouble,  and  as  an  advance  upon  the  capital 
he  employs.  AH  these  profits  must  come  out  of 
the  pockets  of  the  farmer,  as  they  so  far  lessen  the 
price  which  he  obtains*  Is  not  all  this  verified 
by  late  experience?  While  American  articles 
were  scarce  and  dear  in  Europe,  was  the  farmer 
at  all  bettered  by  it  ?  On  the  contrary,  was  ht 
not  driven  to  sell  his  productions,  if  indeed  he 
could  sell,  at  a  great  sacrifice  and  at  very  redaped 
prices  ?  .  ij^ 

Without  going  more  inta  detail  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  provisions  of  this  bill  which  have  been 
struck  out  by  the  Senate  are  not  called  for  by 
the  situation  of  our  country,  or  by  the  true  policT 
of  this  Government,  and  that  their  operation,  u 
enacted,  might  be  ruinous  lo  our  commercial  and 
agricultural  interest:  and  I  trust  that  the  geni* 
tlemen  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House,  wne 
have  by  their  votes  declared  a  willingness  to  get 
rid  of  the  non- intercourse  by  passing;  this  law  e^ 
cumbered  with  these  provisions,  will  consent  to 
take  it  without  them. 

Some  gentlemen,  however,  appear  unwiUiagw 
repeal  the  non-intercourse  law  without  a  substi- 
tute, inastnuch  as  they  think  they  see  in  such  re- 
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e>al,  submission  to  the  decrees  of  France  and 
Dgland,  and  a  censare  on  those  who  farored  the 
restrictive  system.  This  system  many  yet  pro- 
fess to  beliere  would  have  been  aitosether  suffi- 
cient for  the  purposes  of  coercinff  the  belligerents, 
if  it  had  not  been  evaded.  I  will  not  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House  in  examining  what  in  an  un- 
known state  of  things  might  have  been  the  effect 
of  the  embargo  or  the  non-intercourse  on  France 
or  England.  With  respect  to  our  own  country, 
nothing  happened  but  what  might  have  been 
foreseen.  Whenever,  by  an  unlimited  embargo, 
you  throw  a  vast  number  of  your  citizens  out  of 
their  usual  employ,  aud  render  the  surplus  pro- 
ductions of  manv  others  useless,  it  is  in  human 
nature  to  evade  the  law  if  it  can  be  done.  Want 
and  ruin  are  deadly  enemies  to  that  kind  of  pa- 
triotism which  would  lead  to  an  observance  of 
such  a  system.  Qentlemen  may  if  they  please 
charge  the  evasions  of  the  embargo  to  a  partic- 
ular denomination  of  politicians,  but  you  and  I, 
Mr.  Speaker,  know  better.  In  this  respect  we 
were  indeed  all  Federalists  and  all  Republicans. 
Persons  of  every  political  church  were  equally 
eoneerned  and  equally  active  in  the  evasions. 

But  why  delay  the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse 
until  we  can  hit  upon  a  substitute?  And  what  is  to 
be  the  substitute?  When  we  talk  about  submis- 
sion, do  we  believe  that  the  non-intercourse  is  re- 
sistance ?  Are  we  not  well  satisfied  by  this  time 
that  the  system  is  only  injurious  to  ourselves,  and 
have  we  not  been  told  ny  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  that  the  law  is  "  inefficient  and  alto- 

Ctber  inapplicable  to  existing  circumstances  ?" 
K  it  therefore  be  done  away  as  speedily  as  pos- 
stbie,  When  gentlemen  can  agree  on  a  substi- 
tate,  let  it  be  brought  forward  as  a  distinct  propo- 
Kition,  and  (he  House  and  the  nation  will  judge 
of  it.  Indeed,  sir,  I  dislike  the  involved  mode  of 
l^raiating  which  has  been  attempted  in  this  case. 
When  the  embargo  was  to  be  done  away,  its  re- 
peal was  chained  to  the  non-intercourse;  and 
DOW,  when  the  non-intercourse  is  to  be  expunged 
from  our  statute  books,  its  repeal  is  linked  with  a 
stipposed  navigation  law.  This  kind  of  connex- 
ion is  too  much  like  making  a  lot  of  goods  which 
never  before  came  together,  that  the  good  may 
carry  off  the  bad. 

I  am  aware  that  some  gentlemen  wish  to  pro- 
crastinate the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse,  be- 
cause they  expect  information  from  Europe  ;  but 
what  information  do  they  expect?  Is  it  a  re- 
peal of  the  obnoxious  orders  and  decrees  ?  If  so, 
the  pa8f«ge  of  the  bill  can  have  no  influence,  as 
the  law  caanot  reach  Europe  until  after  the  re- 
peal. Is  it  necessary  to  hear  how  the  British  will 
receive  the  dismissal  of  their  Minister?  We 
have  already  heard  enough  to  satisfy  us  on  this 
head.  If  the  British  Cabinet,  after  a  view  of  the 
fubject  and  during  the  period  when  their  deter- 
mination might  l^  the  result  of  passion,  did  not 
think  of  hostilities  against  us,  do  we  yet  expect 
a  war  with  England?  Why  then  delay  the  re- 
peal? 

Are  these  not  reasons  which  should  induce  us 
to  aet  promptly  on  this  subject  ?    Every  day  we 


suffer  to  pass  while  the  country  remains  thus 
shackled  and  bound,  adds  to  the  losses  of  our  rev* 
enue,  and  I  need  scarcely  add  that  our  Treasury 
is  not  now  in  a  situation  to  bear  losses.  It  is  well 
ascertained  that  there  is  now  at  Amelia  island 
and  at  Nova  Scotia  and  Canada,  great  quantities 
of  English  goods  which  are  run  into  the  United 
States,  and  this  smuggling  will  continue  and  in- 
crease^as  long  as  an  open  entry  is  prohibited.  It 
is  not  practicable  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  this 
illicit  trade,  but  the  amount  of  duties  which  we 
have  lost  by  the  non-intercourse  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  session,  and  since  the  Secretar7 
of  the  Treasury  recommended  the  ^immediate 
attention"  of  the  subject  to  us,  is  certainly  many 
hundred  thousands  of  dollars. 

But  the  injury  is  not  confined  to  the  Govern- 
ment; the  merchant  and  the  farmer  are  groaning 
uncler  this  heavy  load.  It  is  true  that  the  restric- 
tive system  has  almost  produced  a  revolution  in 
our  mercantile  men  and  in  the  manner  of  con- 
ducting business.  But  there  yet  remains  some 
of  our  old  traders  who,  believing  from  the  intro- 
duction of  this  bill  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
Legislature  long  since  to  have  removed  this  deadly 
incubus,  have  made  up  cargoes  for  exi>ortation. 
I  dare  not  say  how  much  1  have  been  informed 
has  already  been  sunk  by  these  merchanis,  who 
regard  your  laws  and  deserve  your  protection,  as 
the  amount  would  appear  scarcely  credible,  hot 
I  may  say  that  the  mere  demurrage  of  vessels  ac- 
tually laden  and  ready  for  sea,  and  which  watt 
the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse,  is  not  less  than 
eighty  thousand  dollars  each  day,  and  is  probably 
much  more. 

The  losses  to  the  farmers  are  equally  serious. 
The  period  has  arrived  when  the  persons  engaged 
in  agriculture  who  are  not  larffe  capitalists  must 
dispose  of  their  produce,  as  well  to  satisfy  the  de- 
mands of  the  last  year,  as  to  provide  for  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  present.'  It  is  a  duty  we  ov^  these 
people  to  give  them  the  best  market  in  our  power, 
and  it  is  a  duty  we  will  perform  unless  we  mean 
to  press  them  to  madness.  If  it  is  supposed  that 
the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  will  not  afford 
them  better  prices  or  a  surer  sale,  I  will  simply 
point  to  what  has  happened  while  this  law  has 
been  pending.  Do  we  not  know  that  produce 
has  risen  and  fallen  as  it  appeared  by  the  proceed- 
ings of  Congress  that  this  bill  would  or  would 
not  pass? 

But  I  will  not  longer  trespass  on  the  patience 
of  the  House,  as  I  fear  that  my  anxiety  on  this 
subiect  has  already  carried  me  too  far.  I  con- 
clude therefore  with  observinj?.  that  I  shall  vote 
against  adhering,  and  for  the  bul  as  it  now  stands ; 
and  with  a  wish  that  the  House  may  recede.  I 
have  done. 

The  House  then  adjourned,  (at  5  o'clock^) 
yeas  74. 

Thursoay,  March  29. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dawbon^  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  proviiion  ought  to  be  ma4e  by  law 
for  the  classification  of  the  militia  of  the  United  8tatea 
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according  to  Age,  and  for  anning  inch  as  may  be  called 
into  actual  service. 

The  resolation  was  read,  and  committed  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  neit. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Postmaster  General,  transmitting  two 
'  reports  in  obedience  to  the  resolutions  of  the 
House,  of  the  fourteenth  and  twentieth  instant; 
which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  to 
establish  post  roads. 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  committee  on  that  part  of 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
respecting  the  organization  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  reported  thatthe  committee  were  of 
opinion  that  it  would  be  improper  at  this  time  to- 
innovate  on  the  present  militia  system  of  the 
United  States. 
^  Mr.  Clat  moved  to  recommit  the  report  with 
*^ instructions  to  report  a  bill  for  classing  tne  militia 
according  to  age,  and  providing  to  arm  such  of 
them  as  may  be  called  into  public  service. 

Mr.  Pitkin  made  a  motion  which  superseded 
this  motion,  viz:  to  commit  the  report  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

The  latter  motion  was  agreed  to. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  two  bills,  entitled 
*^  An  act  authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  cer- 
tain quantity  of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Delaware  Canal  Company ;"  and  "  An  act 
authorizing  a  subscription  on  the  part  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Canal  Com- 
pany f  to  which  bills  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES.  ' 
Mr.  Taylob  said  it  would  be  recollected  that 
several  projecU  on  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  had  been  offered  during  the  present 
session,  some  of  this  House,  and  one  of  the  Sen- 
ate, in  the  form  of  a  bill  now  laid  on  the  tables 
of  the  members.  Some  days  ago,  (said  Mr.  T.,) 
one  of  the  plans  for  constituting  or  raising  a  bank 
of  the  United  States,  which  had  been  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House,  was  by  the 
original  proposer  removed  from  the  Committee 
of  the  whole  House  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. He  said  he  believed  it  all  important  to 
the  nation  that  the  project  which  should  be  most 
advantageous  should  be  presented  to  the  decision 
of  the  House;  other  projects  were  now  perhaps 
in  a  train  for  being  offered  in  detail,  and  it  would 
probably  be  found  that  the  renewal  of  the  char- 
ter of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  would  be  the 
most  advantageous  course.  He  would  not  now 
express  an  opinion  one  way  or  the  other,  but  rose 
for  the  purpose  of  advocating  fair  play  by  giving 
the  House  a  choice  of  plans.  With  that  view, 
and  to  give  all  the  proposed  plans  an  equal  chance< 
he  moved  that  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  should 
be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of 
the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of 
the  stockholders  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee,  with  a  view 
to  report  a  bill. 


The  ouestion  on  discharging  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  from  the  report  was  carried  withoot 
a  division. 

On  the  question  to  refer  the  report  to  a  select 
committee, 

Mr.  Love  supported  the  motion,  because  he  felt 
conyinced  the  House  would  with  difficulty^  if 
ever,  come  to  a.decision  on  a  plan,  if  the  discussion 
commenced  on  a  Resolution,  and  was  afterwards 
to  be  repeated  on  a  bilL 

Mr.  Bassett  was  opposed  to  the  reference. 
He  thought  the  House  ought  to  try  the  question 
on  principle  before  they  entered  into  any  deuili. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  his  only  object  was  fair  plaj. 
The  Senate  would  with  their  bill  anticipate  the 
House;  and  though  their  plan  might  not  be 
deemed  the  best,  the  regular  troops  had  before 
now  defeated  the  militia  and  might  again.  He 
only  asked  the  same  indulgence  as  had  been  te- 
corded  to  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  (Mr.  Love)  a  few  days  af  o. 

Mr.  Gh OLSON  thought  this  reference  woald 
operate  as  a  delay;  for  if  a  discussion  of  any  bill 
on  the  subject  of  a  bank  was  pressed,  the  House 
would  be  told  the  subject  was  yet  before  a  com- 
mittee and  that  they  ought  to  wait  for  iu  report 

Mr.  QpUi NOT  spoke  in  favor  of  a  comroiimeot 

Mr.  Love  said  he  had  moved  the  reference  of 
his  proposition  to  a  select  committee,  because  he 
believed  it  would  be  practicable  to  report  a  bill 
which  would  not  conflict  with  any  Constitutional 
provision.  He  did  not  agree,  however,  thatthe 
proposition  to  commit  this  was  precisely  of  a  sim- 
ilar nature  with  that  which  was  agreed  to  in  re- 
lation to  his.  The  difference  was  in  this:  lUt 
in  the  present  case  a  Constitutional  difficulty  o^ 
cur  red  on  the  face  of  the  proposition,  and  which 
could  be  decided  without  seeing  the  deuils  of  a 
bill,  whilst  the  same  objection  could  not  apply  to 
a  general  proposition  for  a  national  bank,  for  till 
its  features  were  presented  in  the  detail,  the  ob- 
jections to  it  could  not  be  known. 

Mr.  Pitkin  was  for  commitment.  Jle  wished 
to  see  the  conditions  on  which  the  charter  was 
to  be  continued.  He  did  not  say  what  all  the 
conditions  should  be,  but  one  must  be,  in  his 
opinion,  that  the  individuals  should  pay  a  band- 
some  sum  into  the  public  Treasury ;  tnat  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  have  the  benefit  of  the  reoewal, 
and  that  it  should  not  be  put  into  the  pockets  of 
individuals.  His  vote  might  be  governed  by  the 
sum  to  be  given,  and  therefore  he  wished  to  see 
the  plan  in  detail. 

Mr.  QoLD  expatiated  on  the  inconvenience 
which  would  result  from  a  double  discussion,  first 
on  a  resolution  and  then  on  a  bill.  He  did  not 
conceive,  with  Mr.  Love,  that  tbe  question  would 
be  on  a  simple  renewal  of  the  present  charter  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  but  that  an  exten- 
sive revision  and  modification  of  the  former  sys- 
tem was  contemplated.  It  was  indispensable 
that  the  subject  should  be  presented  as  macb  in 
detail  as  possible.  The  House  would  not  at  ill 
commit  itself  by  voting  for  this  motion. 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  he  had  rather  that  the 
whole  question  as  respected  both  propositions 
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should  have  been  agitated  io  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  ir  those  whose  basioess  it  was  to  ad- 
mioister  the  adairs  of  the  Goveroment  said  that 
the  business  of  the  QovernroeDt  could  be  conduct- 
ed without  a  bank,  and  that  they  would  under- 
take to  do  without  it,  Mr.  D.  said  he  was  willing 
to  let  the  whole  go.  He  thought  there  was  an 
incongruity  in  having  the  subject  of  banks  re- 
ferred to  two  distinct  committee:},  as  they  would 
probably  be  continually  carrying  on  war  on  the 
frontiers  of  each  others  provinces. 
Mr.  Macon  said  it  was  but  fair  to  give  both 

{projects  the  same  course.  He  had  no  fear  of  col- 
bion  between  the  two  committees.  He  recol- 
lected indeed  once  a  contest  between  the  military 
and  naval  committees,  to  which  of  the  two  the 
gunboats  belonged  ;  but  the  same  subject  was 
often  before  two  different  committees  without  pro- 
ducing difficulty ;  as  for  instance,  the  two  con- 
voy bills  were  reported  during  this  session  by 
different  committees.  It  was  perfectly  fair  he 
thought,  to  refer  to  one  committee  the  question 
whether  the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  should-  be  renewed,  and  to  another  the 
question  whether  a  bank  should  be  established  on 
altogether  a  new  plan. 

The  motion  for  reference  to  a  select  committee 
was  carried. 

Messrs.  Taylor,  Mumforo,  Pitkin.  J.  Porter, 
Gray,  Howard,  and  Cook,  were  appointed,  with 
instruction  to  report  by  bill 

EMBARGO  PENALTY. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  on  the  petition  of 
Anthony  Back. 

[Tbe  case  of  the  petitioner  is  nearly  this :  He 
resides  in  or  near  Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  and 
sold  a  cargo  of  flour  to  a  person  coming  from  an 
Eastern  State,  with  a  permission  to  import  flour 
for  consumption.  When  this  person  was  about 
to  clear  out  with  his  cargo,  it  became  necessary 
chat  he  should  give  bond  and  security  to  land  it 
in  tbe  United  States.  Knowing  no  other  person 
in  that  country,  Mr.  Buck  became  his  security. 
He  evaded  the  embargo  law,  with  the  cargo  of 
flour,  and  left  Mr.  Buck  to  pay  the  penalty.  His 
papers  (permission,  dbc.)  were  acknowledged  to 
have  b^n  genuine.  Mr.  Buck  prays  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  penalty.  There  are  the  strongest 
testimonies  in  his  favor,  and  the  Secretary  ofthe 
Treasury  reports  his  belief  in  bis  innocence  of 
any  design  to  aid  in  or  connive  at  the  violation 
of  the  law.  The  question  is,  shall  his  penalty 
under  these  circumstances  be  remitted?  Tbe 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  re- 
port the  following  resolution:  ^^ Resolved,  That 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  is  reasonable  and 
ought  to  be  granted."] 

Messrs.  Nbwton,  Maoon,  and  Taylor,  op- 
posed the  report,and  Messrs.  Dawson,  Randolph, 
Dana,  Borwell,  Nslson,  and  Key,  supported  it. 

Tbe  report  was  agreed  to  in  committee,  report- 
ed to  the  House  and  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  resolution 
Wtt  referred  to  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill. 


COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  businessof  yesterday,  to  wit:  theques- 
tion,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  that  the  House 
do  adhere  to  their  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ments ofthe  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act 
respecting  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  for  other  purposes." 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for  by  Mr. 
Dana,  when  Mr.  Speaker  decided  that  a  ques- 
tion to  adhere  is  not  divisible. 

Mr.  Boyd. — Mr.  Speaker,  without  any  apology 
I  will  observe  that  I  am  unwilling  to  take  this 
question  without  discharging  that  dutv  that  i 
owe  to  my  constituents,  my  country,  and  myself. 
I  consider  adhering  to  this  bill  as  very  essential, 
because,  if  it  should  not  be  carried,  the  bill  as 
amended  by  the  Senate  will  be  agreed  to,  and 
that  I  consider  as  absolute  submission  to  the 
British  orders  and  French  decrees.  I  shall  offer 
no  apology  for  the  time  that  I  shall  occupy  in 
giving  my  sentiments  on  this  important  occasion, 
as  I  consider  every  moment  spent  at  this  stage  of 
the  business  as  so  much  time  redeemed  from 
ignominious  submission  to  foreign  Powers,  from 
a  surrender  of  our  national  rights,  which  I  am 
not  disposed  to  make — I  never  have  and  I  trust 
that  I  never  will. 

Twish  to  make  some  observations  on  what  a 
member  from  Massachusetts  (Mr.  Cook)  has 
told  -you.  He  has  said  that  the  non-intercourse 
is  a  dead  letter,  nay,  worse  than  nothing,  worse 
than  a  dead  letter.  Now,  sir,  is  this  so?  I  have 
learned  that  a  living  dog  is  better  than  a  dead 
lion.  That  gentleman  says  that  no  person  re* 
gards  the  non-intercourse;  that  all  our  ships  are 
going  out  without  the  least  regard  to  the  law, 
and  tnen  asks  for  what  will  you  continue  it?  To 
the  embarrassment  of  your  merchants?  Their 
ships  are  loaded  and  ready  to  sail,  and  now  wait- 
ing your  decision  at  great  loss  and  damage! 
Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  both  those  propositions  can- 
not be  true — one  of  (hem  maybe,  the  other  must 
be  incorrect.  I  am  led  to  believe  they  both  are, 
to  a  degree.  But  suppose  it  to  be  as  the  gentle- 
man first  stated  (which  for  the  honor  of  my 
country  I  hope  it  is  not)^then  let  me  ask  of  that 
gentleman  where  he  finds  that  extensive  suffer- 
ing which  he  states  with  such  sympathy  and 
feeling?    And  how  are  prices  depressed? 

On. the  other  hand,  it  our  ships  are  waiting, 
and  not  going  contrary  to  law,  and  in  disregard 
of  it,  then  the  law  has  effect— and  what  is  the 
operation  of  it?  Gentlemen  say  that  embarffo, 
non-intercourse,  and  Mr.  Macon's  bill,  (with  his 
leave,)  as  it  is  called,  is  all  wrong,  and  injurious 
to  none  but  ourselves,  and  injurious  to  ourselves 
to  a  great  degree.  And  the  gentlemen  from  the 
other  side  of  the  House  say  that  we  ought  to 
abandon  all  restrictive  measures,  undo  all  you 
have  done  for  eight  years  past,  take  away  yoiir 
destructive  regulations,  let  the  merchants  do  their 
business  in  their  own  way. 

Mr.  Speaker,  permit  me  to  take  a  retrospect- 
ive view,  and  it  may  be  that  we  shall  discover 


Digitized  by 


Google 


168S 


BISTORT  OP  OONGRBSS. 


1684 


H.  OF  R. 


Commercial  ItUercoune, 


March,  1810. 


in  what  the  weakness  and  the  wickedness  of  those 
measures  consist.  We  will  first  stace  the  repeal 
of  a  number  of  unnecessafy  taxes,  a  purchase  of 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Mississippi,  the  pay- 
ment of  the  money  borrowed  by  those  gentleman 
at  eight  per  cent.,  and  in  one  word,  the  payment 
of  about  thirty-five  millions  of  national  debt;  and 
our  faithful  First  Magistrate,  ever  watchAjil  to 
our  national  interests,  discovered  that  the  British 
Qovernmeot  was  about  to  issue  their  Orders  in 
Council,  and  recommended  an  embargo.  It  pass- 
ed, and  an  immense  quantity  of  American  pro- 
perty was  saved  from  their  piratical  erasp.  Are 
these  the  acts  that  those  political  gentlemen  wish 
undone,  or  that  they  wish  had  never  passed,  and 
which  they  so  much  regret  as  ruinous  to  our- 
selves only  ?  I  think  that  those  laws  were  effect- 
ive and  good,  notwithstanding  that  they  operated 
against  the  claim  of  the  British  King,  which 
some  men  amongst  us  seem  to  respect  so  much. 
I  owe  him  none,  nor  any  of  his  minions,  and  so 
long  as  God  shall  spare  me,  I  will  not  pay  him 
any  respect.  No,  sir,  I  feel  the  pulsations  of  a 
freeman.  But  now  let  us  see  how  this  all-desira- 
ble free  trade  will  operate.  1  am  led  lo  think 
that  the  sufferings  so  much  presumable  have  no 
foundation.  The  present  prices  are  much  above 
the  peace  prices.  We  will  pay  a  little  attention 
to  the  matters  of  fact.  Perhaps  it  may  throw 
some  light  on  the  subject.  I  allude  to  the  exam- 
ination before  the  British  Parliament  of  one  of 
the  house  of  Baring  and  Co.,  under  oath,  with 
several  others. 

^Question.  Ate  yOu  in  the  habit  of  middng  ship- 
ments to  America  1  A.  I  am.  To  what  amount  1 
three  hundred  thousand  pounds  annually.  Do  jou 
continue  your  shipments  1  I  do  not  but  to  a  veiy 
small  amount.  Why  do  you  not  1  Because  it  will 
be  out  of  the  power  of  the  Americans  to  make  remit- 
tances^ by  reason  of  the  Orders  in  Council  and  the 
embargo.  If  the  embargo  in  America  was  taken  off 
and  the  Orders  in  Council  continued,  would  you  not 
then  make  your  usual  shipments  1  I  would  not. 
What  is  your  reason  1  My  reasons  are,  that,  shut  out 
firom  the  Continent  as  we  now  are,  the  Americans  could 
not  make  payment  Not  if  the  embargo  was  removed  1 
No ;  for  if  the  whole  of  the  American  shipments  to 
Great  Britain  were  confined  to  our  own  markets,  as  it 
now  is  by  the  Orders  in  Council,  so  far  from  being  a 
remittance  I  concetTo  that  it  would  not  pay  for  the 
freight ;  I  would  not  pay  the  freight  for  it.  Exi^ain 
that  if  you  please.  I  will — ^America  ships  tobacco, 
cotton,  flour,  fish,  dec,  about  one-third  part  of  which, 
or  not  so  much,  is  consumed  in  these  Kingdoms ;  twoi- 
tiiirda  we  ship'  to  the  Continent  From  thence  we 
have  our  remittances.  I  have  had  some  lately,  and 
unless  we  are  permitted  to  do  so,  the  Americans  can- 
not pay  for  half  their  imports  firom  us.  And  why  cannot 
you  do  so  now  1  The  Orders  in  Council  forbid ;  we 
can  make  no  shipments.'^ 

In  this  statement,  sir,  I  may  not  be  perfectly 
correct,  as  I  speak  from  memory  only.  Now, 
Mr.  Speaker,  may  I  be  permitted  to  ask  upon 
what  principle  we  are  going  to  set  afloat  all  the 
exportable  produce  of  America,  and,  to  what 
country,  if  gentlemen  please?  To  Britain  and 
Franoe  with  their  orders  and  decrees  in  force. , 


and  we  do  not  know  that  the  one  or  the  other  is 
repealed  ?  Will  not  the  whole  of  our  produce  be 
shipped  immediately  for* British  ports  or  broQght 
in  there  as  ^ood  prize?  I  ask  gentlemen  to  tefi 
me  what  price  it  will  bear?  The  argnments  for 
this  unlicensed  free  trade,  as  they  choose  to  call 
it,  are  preposterous. 

Sir,  the  embargo  was  laid  in  wisdom,  to  sare 
our  property  from  the  devouring  grasp  of  the 
shark  of  the  ocean,  and  would  have  answered  the 
most  sanguine  expectation  of  the  advocates  df 
that  measure,  if  there  had  not  been  men  amongst 
us  so  wicked  as  to  misstate  the  views  of  the  Ad- 
ministration, and  deceive  and  delude  the  people, 
or  at  least  many  of  them,  stating  that  the  whole 
of  those  restrictive  measures  was  altogether  t 
matter  of  false  disguise  to  rear  up  domestic  msD- 
nfactories  at  the  expense  of  commerce.  lo  this 
state  of  things  it  became  necessary  to  repeal  the 
embargo  and  substitute  the  non-intercourse!  And 
that  by  the  same  class  is  denounced  as  impolitie, 
foolish,  designing,  weak,  &>c.  I  will  ask  what  it 
was  that  produced  the  arrangement  made  by  Mr. 
Erskine  ?  Some  say  the  embargo,  some  the  non- 
intercourse.  Now,  sir,  let  it  l^  the  one  or  the 
other,  or  both — they  were  what,  in  my  opinion, 
brought  Erskine  to  propose  and  make  the  arrange- 
ment that  was  to  remove  the  Orders  in  Council 
as  they  respected  the  United  States.  It  is  true  that 
his  master  was  base  enoufh  to  disavow  theeom- 
pact.  Does  that  prove  the  aforesaid  laws  to  he 
worse  than  nothing,  a  dead  letter,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  better  had  they  never  passed t  I 
think  not.  Where,  I  ask,  are  von  going  to  ship 
your  flour,  tobacco,  cotton,  fish,  and,  generally, 
our  products'?  To  Great  Britain,  in  this  state  of 
things  1 

What  are  you  going  to  leave  in  the  hands  of 
the  President  ?  Jackson  is  dismissed-— will  they 
send  another  Minister  ?  And  if  they  do,  whit 
will  the  President  have  to  negotiate  about  aAer 
your  unqualified  submission  ?  Has  not  the  fa- 
mous Jackson  told  you  that  his  master  nerer 
will  relinquish  those  gveat  principles?  What, 
Mr.  Speaker,  are  those  great  princtples?  Visit- 
ing neutral  ships,  impressing  your  seamen,  com- 
pelling them  to  help  to  oppress  their  own  eoot- 
trymen^  paper  blockades,  denying  our  right  to 
naturalize  any  of  their  sabjeots,  as  they  call  them, 
while  they  exercise  it  to  all  nations !  And  that 
rule  of  1756,  so  much  insisted  upon  by  them  as 
the  law  of  nations.  What  nation  except  thote 
pirates  has  acknowledged  such  a  right?  And 
again,  that  no  neutral  nation  shall  carrv  on  any 
commerce  between  a  belliffereat  and  her  colo- 
nies in  time  of  war,  but  sucn  as  that  beUigereot 
allows  in  time  of  peace.  Are  gentkmen  pre- 
pared to  subscribe  to  this  also  ?  I  am  not.  rio, 
sir,  I  detest  these  iniquitous  laws  and  Orders  m 
Council,  and  tyrannical  practices;  and  our  eoeonr- 
aging  them  in  it,  which  you  are  about  to  w* 
In  another  point  of  view  it  is  in  contradiction  o> 
the  spirit  of  freedom,  and  our  continuing  to s«n^ 
such  privations  is  inexcusable.  What  do  you  do 
by  it  ?  You  eaable  them  to  keep  their  popj^l 
tion,  yoa  take  an  immoiise.  quantity  of  weif 
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manufaetured  goods,  you  allow  them  to  capture 
your  lawful  commerce,  pay  duty  in  and  out,  fill 
their  Treasury,  support  their  navy  and  their  army, 
whilst.0De  eignth  part  of  the  population  is  com- 
posed of  paupers — and  for  what  all  this?  Why, 
truly,  sir,  to  enable  them  to  engulph  the  trade  of 
the  worm  and  to  take  your  own  nnances  to  sub- 
due and  supplant  you.  And  does  the  boon  that 
we  are  about  to  confer  on  tbem  agree  with  the 
spirit  of  freedom  and  independence?  No,  sir,  it 
does  not;  it  is  helping  tbem  to  continue  that  sys- 
tem of  oppression,  tyranny,  and  slavery,  to  their 
own  subjects.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  the  President  thought 
It  advisable  to  prepare  for  the  worst  by  a  call  for 
100,000  militia  and  20,000  reticular  forces,  and  to 
man  and  fit  for  sea  all  our  ships  of  war.  You 
have  passed  some  of  those  laws.  May  I  ask  you 
for  what  purpose,  admitting  that  all  restrictions 
are  takeu  on?  Let  those  that  advocate  such 
absurd  measures  be  accountable  for  them.  For 
gentlemen  to  say  that  they  are  for  more  energetic 
measures  whilst  they  regret  everything  that  has 
the  roost  distant  appearance  of  resistance  conveys 
to  my  miad  that  they  look  one  way  and  row 
another.  Sir,  the  liberty  of  my  countryr  I  shall 
always  endeavor  to  support — I  will  resign  it  to 
no  one ;  but,  to  the  utmost  of  my  power,  defend  it 
to  the  end  of  my  days.  So  much,  Mr.  Speaker, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  say.  I  will  detain^ the 
House  no  longer. 

Mr.  Gholson  said,  that  upon  a  subject  of  so 
much  importance  as  that  under  the  consideration 
of  the  House,  he  trusted  he  would  be  allowed  to 
dispense  with  the  customary  ceremony  of  an 
apology  for  occupying  a  small  portion  of  its  atten- 
tion. The  question  now  to  be  decided,  he  said, 
should  be  fairly  understood  by  the  American  peo- 
le ;  it  is  not  (as  has  been  most  incorrectly  stated 
y  gentlemen)  whether  we  shall  adhere  to  the 
navigation  and  commercial  system  adopted  some 
months  a^o  by  this  House,  and  sent  to  the  other 
branch  of  the  Legislature  for  its  concurrence. 
That  system,  whether  wise  or  impolitic,  is  irre- 
deemably lost.  The  Senate  have  finally  rejected 
it;  it  is  without  our  control,  and  by  no  vote 
that  we  can  give  can  it  be  reinstated.  No,  sir, 
the  true  question  which  we  are  to  determine, 
ought  not,  must  not,  and,  so  far  as  depends  on 
me,  shall  not  be  disguised.  It  is,  whether  we 
shall,  conformably  with  the  proposal  of  the  Sen- 
ate, withdraw  every  species  of  opposition  what- 
ever to  the  belligerent  encroachments  on  our 
maritime  rights  ?  Whether  we  shall  repeal  our 
present  non-intercourse  law  without  any  substi- 
tute 7  And,  in  fine,  whether  we  shall,  in  viola- 
tion of  the  solemn  pledge  we  have  made  to  our 
constituents,  renew  commerce  with  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France,  subject  in  every  respect  to  the 
operation  of  their  iniquitoiu$  edicts?  For,  sir, 
the  bill,  as  it  is  now  offered  to  us,  is  naked,  un- 
conditional submission,  to  the  decrees  and  orders 
of  those  nations.  It  proposes  no  sort  of  resist- 
ance. The  system  which  the  bill  originally  con- 
tained was  said  to  be  too  weak,  or  was  in  fact 
too  strong  for  certain  gentlemen,  and  to  obviate 
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this  difficulty,  the  bill  is  eviscerated  by  way  of 
amendment,  and  thus  a  defective  measure  is 
amended  by  taking  no  measure  at  all. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  session  before  the  last, 
when  the  French  Emperor  said,  if  we  had  any 
intercourse  with  Great  Kritain  he  would  seques- 
ter and  confiscate  our  property  within  his  grasp, 
and  Great  Britain  announced  to  us  that  our  ves- 
sels were,  in  the  first  place,  to  pass  under  the  can- 
non of  her  thousand  ships  ot  war  through  her 
ports,  to  pay  to  her  a  tax  on  their  cargoes,  and 
take  from  her  a  license  to  prosecute  the  voyage — 
at  that  time  there  was  but  one  sentiment  uttered 
by  a  vast  majority  of  the  national  councils,  and 
that  sentiment  was  re-echoed  from  one  end  of  the 
continent  to  the  other.  It  was  resistance,  to  the 
last  extremity,  to  the  decrees  and  orders;  and  we 
heard  of  war — embargo — non-intercourse — letters 
of  marque  and  reprisal,  or  anything  but  submis- 
sion. What  do  we  hear  now,  sir  ?  We  have  a 
discourse  every  day  on  prices  current ;  cotton  and 
tobacco  would  be  enhanced  if  they  were  not 
obliged  to  pass  circuitously  bv  Amelia  island,  and 
other  places  of  entrepot,  to  Great  Britain  and  the 
Continent ;  we  must  have  no  more  commercial 
restrictions;  non-intercourse  must  be  immedi- 
ately repealed ;  substitutes  are  ridiculed.  In  fact, 
sir,  so  thorough  is  the  revolution,  that  we  now 
hear  of  almost  everything  but  resistance  to  the 
lawless  invaders  of  our  neutral  privileges.-^ 
Whence  this  change,  so  unexpected,  so  unac- 
countable? Do  you  find  any  apology  for  it  in 
the  redress  of  our  wrongs?  No.  Do  ygu  seek 
for  an  excuse  in  the  revocation  of  the  decrees 
and  orders?  Not  at  all.  They  are  still  in  force. 
Those  of  France  are  executed  with  more  rigor 
at  this  time  than  at  any  preceding  period ;  and 
those  of  Britain,  although  modified  as  to  the  tax 
or  transit  duty,  and  in  some  other  respects,  yet 
would  inter^jept  very  nearly  one-half  or  our  ordi- 
nary exports.  They  still  prohibit  the  ports  of 
France,  Holland,  and  Italy.  To  what,  then,  will 
you  refer  as  a  justification  for  your  abandonment 
of  the  only  ground  of  resistance  you  have  taken 
before  the  causes  which  led  to  it  have  ceased  ? 
Sir,  this  is  a  question  which  I  emphatically  pro* 
pound  to  both  sides  of  the  House.  Gentlemen 
of  all  parties  united,  Ibst  Winter  twelve  months, 
in  the  solemn  resolve,  that  *'we  could  not  submit 
to  the  French  and  British  decrees  and  orders 
without  a  sacrifice  of  the  rights,  honor,  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  nation.''  Now,  I  put  it  to  the 
consciences  of  my  acquaintances  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House  in  particular,  whether,  although 
they  may  consider  themselves  absolved  as  to 
Britain,  in  consequence  of  the  modification  of 
her  or(fers,  they  are  still  bound  to  fulfil  their 
pledge  as  to  France,  whose  edicts  remain  unmiti* 
gated? 

I  have  heard,  Mr.  Speaker,  arguments  on  this 
side  of  the  House  which  excite  my  unutterable 
surprise.  The  very  policy  which  gentlemen  hav^ 
been  in  the  habit  of  uniformly  advocating  on  this 
fioor.  and  which  has  governed  the  last  and  pres- 
ent Administrations,  is  now  reprobated  by  them, 
with  unusual  vehemence,  as  tending  to  the  de- 
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Btraction  of  the  country,  as  ruinous  to  ourselves, 
and  InoperatiTe  on  our  adTersaries.  And,  with- 
out showing  that  these  denunciations  have  any 
foundation  in  fact,  loud  appeals  are  made  to  the 
magnanimity  of  tne  House,  and  the  immediate 
repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  act  is  demanded. 
While  gentlemen  make  this  demand,  they  ac- 
knowledge it  involves  national  disgrace.  They 
have  the  candor  to  acknowledge  that,  if  we  with- 
draw our  present  system,  and  take  no  other,  it  is 
submission  !  But  they  tell  us  we  must  rid  the 
nation  of  commercial  restrictions,  and  they  will 
unite  in  a  bold  stand,  in  energetic  measures — in 
convoying.  &fC.  Why  will  they  not  first  adopt 
a  measure  of  this  sort,  and  then  repeal  the  non- 
intercourse?  I  will  go  any  lengths  with  gentle- 
men in  defending  the  rights  and  maintaining  the 
honor  of  this  nation.  When,  however,  they 
speak  in  this  .style — say  to  us,  we  must  recede 
now,  and  it  will  not  prevent  us  from  taking  any 
other  measure  bereaher;  when  they  tklk,  as  a 
substitute  of  convoying,  with  a  perfect  knowledge 
at  the  same  time,  that  a  bill  for  that  purpose 
would  pass  neither  branch  of  the  Legislature; 
when  they  urge  us  to  surrender  our  present  posi- 
tion before  any  other  is  selected ;  I  say  that  when 
i;entlemen  use  a  language,  and  are  prepared  to 
pursue  such  a  course  as  this,  however  pure  their 
motives  mav  be,  I  for  one  protest  against  it,  as  an 
unwarrantable  dereliction  of  principle,  and  as 
leading  cTirectly  to  national  disgrace. 

If,  Mr.  Speaker,  this  House  is  seriously  dis- 
posed to  persevere  in  resisting  the  aggressions  on 
our  neutral  rights,  let  us  inquire  into  the  substan- 
lial  practicable  modes  of  resistance. 

We  can  only  resist  by  war,  or  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  we  are  assailed,  to  wit,  by  commercial  reg- 
ulations and  restrictions.  I  think  it  will  be  easy 
to  demonstrate  that  the  latter  mode,  while  it  is 
certainly  the  most  natural,  is  also  the  most  effi- 
cient one  that  can  be  resorted  to  by  this  country, 
except  under  very  peculiar  circumstances.  If  we 
resist  encroachments  on  our  maritime  privileges 
by  war,  the  war  must  be  carried  on  either  upon 
the  ocean,  or  by  the  invasion  of  the  enemy's  ter- 
ritory. If  the  warfare  be  naval,  as  it  relates  to 
Prance,  it  cannot  afi*ect  her,  because  she  has  noth- 
ing upon  the  sea ;  and,  as  regards  Great  Britain, 
it  must  be  unsuccessful,  on  account  of  her  naval 
superiority  over  the  whole  world. 

Should  you,  on  the  other  hand,  commence  war 
not  on  the  ocean,  but  against  the  enemy's  terri- 
tory ;  as  to  France,  she  has  no  territory  within 
our  reach — there  is  no  point  of  contact  between 
us;  and,  as  to  Britain,  we  would  conquer  her 
North  American  possessions  in  one  campaign; 
and  she  would  then,  in  respect  to  offensive  war, 
be  as  completely  without  our  reach  as  France. 
Supposing,  therefore,  she  should  still  continue 
her  restraints  on  neutral  commerce  after  the  con- 
quest of  Nova  Scotia,  New  Brunswick,  and  the 
Canadas,  it  results  necessarily  that  you  can  then 
only  oppose  her  bv  commercial  restrictions  in 
some  form.  Indeed,  after  that  event^  it  would  be 
the  only  practicable  opposition  to  Britain,  as  it  is 
now  most  manifestly  tne  only  kind  of  resistance 


which  we  can  employ  that  would  produce  toy 
pressure  on  France.  The  truth  is,  you  cannot, 
from  the  relative  geographical  position  of  the 
United  States  and  those  nations  devise  airy  other 
permanent  policy  that  can  be  brought  to  actopon 
them.  You  cannot  affect  them,  nor  can  tbef 
affect  you  in  any  other  way. 

This,  sir,  is  a  position  in  the  correctness  of 
which  I  feel  the  fnllest  assurance.  And  I  woold 
ask  gentlemen  to  consider  seriously  the  coiise- 
quences  of  asseniing  on  this  floor,  and  giving 
currency  to  the  mischievous  sentiment,  that  thb 
nation  ought  to  relinquish  the  system  of  commeh 
cial  restrictions.  Give  up  this  system,  and  I  pro- 
nounce that  you,  ipsofactOj  sink  into  submission. 
You  will  hold  your  maritime  privileges  by  the 
frail,  mean  tenure  of  the  will  of  the  land  aiid  set- 
tyrants.  Is  there  anything  dishonorable  in  the 
system  that  occasions  such  impatience  under  it?. 
It  is  as  old  as  commerce  itself.  It  has  been  prac- 
tised at  all  times,  in  all  ages,  and  by  all  the  na- 
tions in  Christendom.  It  is  at  this  time  pursued 
by  Friince,  Great  Britain,  and  everjr  nation  io 
Europe,  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  pro- 
hibitory regulations  of  each  other.  I  woold,  io 
very  few  instances,  follow  the  example  of  Napo- 
leon; but  if  he,  the  most  powerful  monarch  that 
has  ever  lived,  is,  in  the  present  extraordioarr 
state  of  the  world,  driven  to  non-intercourse,  tod 
the*most  rigorous  commercial  regulations,  I  can 
see  nothing  Strang  in  the  adoption  of  a  similar 
countervailing  policy  by  other  nations. 

For  the  United  States,  the  systeni  of  commer- 
cial restriction  as  a  mean  of  counteraction  against 
alike  policy  practised  by  other  nations,  is  at  all 
times  preferable  to  war.  It  has,  until  now,  been 
uniformly  so  considered  in  this  country,  under 
every  Administration;  and  it  is  undoubtedly  bet- 
ter adapted  to  our  interest,  and  to  the  Americaa 
habits  and  pursuits,  than  war.  If  ever  the  na- 
tional domain  shall  be  assailed,  or,  for  any  other 
cause,  it  shall  be  decided  that  war  is  neeessary. 
you  will  find  a  sure  resource  in  the  valor  and 
patriotism  of  this  people.  But,  sir,  refer  it  to  the 
essential  part  of  the  community ;  to  the  great 
body  of  the  agriculturists,  whether  they  woold, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  given  end,  prefer  war  or  com- 
mercial restrictions  ?  We  are  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  opinions  of  our  constituents  not  to  know 
what  the  answer  would  be. 

I  will  cease  to  theorize  on  this  subject.  It  is 
by  the  infallible  criterion  which  I  admit  must  de- 
termine the  propriety  or  impropriety  of  every 
measure,  that  I  wish  the  wisdom  of  the  policy  of 
this  Government,  since  the  adoption  of  the  em- 
bargo, to  be  tested.  Let  us  recur  to  experiences 
We  will  examine  what  have  been  the  effects  of 
the  system  of  commercial  restrictions  pursued  by 
this  country.  Under  its  operation.  Great  Bniam 
and  France  have  been  compelled  to  pay  enor- 
mous prices — in  many  instances,  double  and  tri- 
ple—for American  articles,  while  their  exports  to 
this  country  have  been  cut  off;  an  inconvenience 
which  has  been  severely  felt,  particularly  by 
Great  Britain,  For  I  would  ask,  from  what  other 
cause  can  you  account  for  the  course  of  exchange 
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agminst  BoglaDd?  It  is  a  fact  that  moaev  ia 
worth  io  Amsterdam  20  per  cent,  more  than  bills 
OB  LoDdoD.  A  coDclusi?e  proof  that  Bogland  is 
obliged  to  buy  more  thaa  she  cao  sell.  By  a 
peneTeranee  in  our  restrictive  system,  we  have 
obtsuned  important  modifications  in  the  British 
Orders  in  Couocil ;  the  transit  duty,  or  the  ini- 
qoitooa  attempt  to  tax  our  produce,  has  been  sur- 
reodered:  the  proclamation  blockades  are,  in  a 

Kmx  measure,  abandoned ;  certificates  of  origin 
TO  ceased  to  be  causes  for  the  seizure  of  Ameri- 
Cfto  Tessels;  Erskine's  arrangement  was  also  evi- 
df^ntly  the  result  of  the  emrargo  and  non-inter- 
eoarse ;  and,  althouj;h  that  arrangement  has  been 
rejected  by  the  British  Government,  its  disavowal 
was  an  act,  and  I  will  say  too,  an  act  of  perfidy, 
orer  which  we  had  no  control.  It  is  very  truej 
that  while  we  were  enjoying  the  benefits  of  the 
mipreemeot  concluded  with  Mr.  Brskine,  we  heard 
no  complainU  of  the  measures  that  produced  it. 
All  was  then  very  well,  and  much  prabe  was 
bestowed  on  the  Administration.  This  same  sys- 
tem, sir,  during  the  revolutions  and  convulsions 
iwhich  have  rocked  Europe  to  its  centre,  and  the 
ravages  which  have  razed  to  their  foundations  her 
aaeieot,  venerated  institutions,  and  drenched  her 
fields  in  biood,has  kept  us  aloof  in  honorable  peace. 
We  are  wealthy  and  prosperous,  and  our  favored 
country  abounds  witb  every  blessing. 

This  system  has  moreover  tended  inconceiva- 
bly to  the  development  of  the  national  resources. 
It  has  encouraged  domestic  manufactures  of  al- 
most every  description,  and  the  mechanic  arU 
have  flouruhed.  It  has  rendered  us  independent 
of  other  nations  for  the  necessaries  and  comforts 
of  life  It  has  excited  industry  and  frugality 
amoag  our  citizens;  it  has  given  employment  to 
those  who  were  before  but  idle  consumers  of  the 
fruits  of  the  productive  classes;  it  has  given  to 
the  poor  comfortable  subsistence  in  workshops ; 
and  it  has  facilitated  internal  improvements,  by 
the  employment  of  a  greater  portion  of  active 
capital  apon  roads  and  canals.  Nor  has  agricul- 
tare  laniruished.  We  are  well  paid  for  our  sur- 
plus produce,  and  the  laborer  in  every  branch  of 
mdoslry  is  rewarded. 

Now,  sir,  will  any  candid  and  unprejudiced  man 
kazard  the  assertion,  that  a, nation  affording  so 
many  indications  of  prosperity,  has  not  been  well 
governed?  The  position  is  too  preposterous;  it 
cannot  and  will  not  be  believed.  Vet  we  have  it 
rung  in  our  ears  every  day,  that  the  people  are 
cruelly  oppressed  by  the  Government ;  that  they 
are  wantonly  deprived  of  the  benefits  of  com- 
meree.  and  that  Congress  has  not  magnanimit3r 
enooffb  to  revoke  a  measure  after  it  has  been 
found  to  be  injurious  only  to  ourselves,  A  mem- 
ber who  is  receiving  himself,  and  whose  consti- 
tuents are  receiving  a  dollar  and  fifty  cents  a 
bosbel  for  wheat,  and  from  five  to  ten  dollars  pei 
hundred  for  tobacco,  will  rise,  and  tell  vou  tnat 
he  and  the  people  in  his  quarter  are  so  harassed 
and  persecuted  by  the  deleterious  measures  of 
Congress  that  they  are  almost  driven  to  despera- 
tkm.  What  will  satisfy  these  gentlemen  ?  Will 
they  never  be  contented  until  we  shall  sink  into 


commercial  vassalage  to  Great  Britain  ?  I  im- 
peach the  motives  of  nobody,  but  can  you  refer 
to  the  emotions  of  patriotism  for  declarations  like 
these?  For  the  unmerited  and  unfounded  cen- 
sure and  abuse  that  are  heaped  upon  our  own 
Government  while  engaged  in  a  just  contest  with 
foreign  nations  ? 

Permit  me  to  inquire,  sir,  what  benefits  we 
should  derive  from  a  surrender  of  the  ground  we 
have  taken  against  the  decrees  and  orders  before 
they  are  revoked ;  or,  in  other  words,  what  we 
should  gain  by  concurring  in  the  amendment  of 
the  Senate  ?  Is  it  believed  that  our  export  trade 
would  be  benefited?  The  best  informed  com- 
mercial men  in  the  nation  are  of  the  opinion,  that 
if  you  repeal  the  non-intercourse  act,  prices  of 
export  articles  will  decline  in  a  very  few  month& 
and  for  this  obvious  reason :  If  we  recede,  ana 
submit  to  the  Orders  in  Council,  most  of  our  ship- 
ments must,  in  the  first  case,  oe  made  to  Brit- 
ian,  and,  after  her  exactions  from  the  American 
merchant  for  imposts,  licenses.  &«.,  he  will  have 
but  a  slender  residuum ;  one  that  would  not  ena- 
ble him  to  pay  much  originally  for  the  commodi- 
ties in  this  country ;  while,  if  he  were  to  sell  his 
cargo  at  some  intermediate  place,  such,  for  in- 
stance, as  Amelia  island,  to  a  British  merchant, 
as  is  now  the  practice,  the  British  merchant  would 
carry  it  to  a  market  without  being  subject  (and 
he  certainly  would  not  be)  to  the  same  amount 
of  exactions  as  would  be  levied  upon  the  Ameri- 
can. Consequentiv,  higher  prices  could  be  origi- 
nally afforded,  in  the  latter  casb  than  in  the  for- 
mer, notwithstanding  the  difference  in  the  cost  of 
a  direct  and  a  circuitous  voyage. 

But  I  do  not  object  to  a  naked  repeal  of  the 
non-intercourse,  unconnected  with  any  succeda- 
neum,  so  much  on  account  of  the  probable  de- 
clension in  prices  as  from  other  and  more  serious 
considerations.  Such  repeal  will  stamp  indelibly 
upon  this  Government  the  characteristics  of  want 
of  firmness,  inconsistency,  and  versatility.  It  will 
imply  the  severest  censure  on  all  that  has  been 
done  for  three  years ;  it  will  beget  contempt  for 
us  on  the  part  of  our  adversaries;  and  it  wiU  fas- 
ten upon  us  the  shackles  and  trammels  that  have 
been  fabricated  for  neutral  commerce  by  England 
and  France,  Yes,  sir,  in  vain  will  you  propose 
to  either  of  those  nations  a  revocation  of  her 
edicts;  you  will  have  deprived  the  President  of 
every  means  of  negotiation  after  having  legislated 
your  acquiescence.  He  will  have  nothing  to 
offer  in  return  for  what  he  may  demand ;  and  I 
will  ask  of  you,  and  each  member  in  this  assem- 
bly, whether  in  this  state  of  things  there  would 
be  any  rational  expectation  of  the  withdrawal  of 
the  decrees  and  orders  ?  What  inducement  would 
there  be  for  it  ?  You  will  already  have  given  to 
France  and  England  everything  they  can  desire; 
the  full  benefit  of  your  trade  upon  their  own 
terms,  and  subject  in  every  respect  to  their  viola- 
tions and  abuses  of  it.  No,  sir,  pass  this  mea- 
sure as  it  has  been  returned  to  us  oy  the  Senate, 
and  you  rivet  upon  your  country  a  commercial 
despotism,  to  which  there  will  be  no  limits,  either 
as  to  extent  or  duration. 
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I  will  detain  the  House  but  a  few  momeiits 
longer,  while  I  notice  some  of  the  most  promi- 
nent arguments  that  have  been  advanced  bv  gen- 
tlemen in  favor  of  receding.  The  gentleman 
from  GJeorgia,  (Mr.  Trodp^)  for  whose  opinions 
and  sense  of  honor  I  entertam  the  highest  respect, 
has  told  you  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  he  is  will- 
ing to  submit ;  that  those  who  substituted  non- 
intercourse  for  embargo,  submitted  to  the  inva- 
sions of  our  neutral  rights ;  and  that  the  import 
tant  article  of  cotton  has  fallen  by  the  deleterious 
operation  of  non-intercourse  to  eleven  cents.— 
Now,  sir,  we  will  admit  that  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman was  correct  in  voting  for  the  continuance 
of  the  embargo;  but  if  he  was  defeated  (as  I 
was  myself)  in  that  particular  object,  does  it  re- 
lease him  from  supporting  any  other  measure  in- 
tended to  produce  the  same  end  ?  Or  does  it  form 
a  sufficient  apology  for  assenting  to  this  mangled 
remnant  of  the  hill  returned  from  the  other 
House,  which  is  acknowledged  to  be  submission  ? 
No.  sir,  although  the  gentleman  may  have  been 
once  disappointed,  I  think  we  have  still  a  fair 
claim  to  his  co-operation. — [Mr.  Troup  made 
some  explanations  in  a  low  voice.  It  was  under* 
stood  that  he  said  he  was  at  all  times  ready  to 
pursue  the  proper  course  to  redress  the  injuries 
we  had  sustained.] 

Mr.  G.  said  that  those  who  were  dissatisfied 
with  non-intercourse,  should,  before  they  ask  the 
removal  of  it,  come  out  with  some  other  system 
1)e(ter  adapted  to  the  crisis.  As  to  the  prices, 
said  Mr.  Q.,  in  tHat  section  of  the  country  where 
cotton  is  the  principal  commodity,  I  regret  tlie 
declension  of  them.  I  will,  however,  ask  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia,  whether  he  believes,  if 
the  embargo  had  continued,  cotton  would  have 
borne  a  better  price  than  it  does  under  non-inter- 
course? Or,  what  could  have  been  expected  to 
enhance  the  price  from  such  intercourse  as  we 
should  hare  had  with  France  and  Great  Britain  ? 
It  is  not  to  the  embargo  or  non-intercourse,  but 
to  the  riolations  of  our  neutral  commerce,  that 
we  must  refer,  if  we  wish  to  find  the  true  and 
real  causes  of  the  inconveniences  we  have  expe- 
rienced. 

The  ffentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Taylor;  is  ready  honestly  and  directly  to  vote 
off  the  non-intercourse  witnout  any  substitute,  in 
preference  to  permitting  it  to  expire  at  the  end 
of  the  session,  affirming,  at  the  same  time,  that 
he  would  rather  face  the  disgrace  of  such  a  tran- 
saction in  this  Hall  than  that  it  should  pursue 
him  home  to  his  family  and  bis  constituents.  A 
disgrace  of  either  kind  would,  to  be  sure,  be  ex- 
ceedingly deplorable;  and  I  never  shall  suspect 
the  gentleman  of  it,  (for  I  believe  him  to  be  a 
perfectly  honorable  man,)  but  I  would  suggest  to 
him  a  mode  by  which  he  could  relieve  himself 
from  his  present  predicament:  it  is  by  voting 
against  the  bill.  For,  if  the  non-intercourse  act 
Shan,  contrary  to  his  wish,  expire  at  the  end  of 
the  session  without  a  substitute,  that  will  be  a  cir- 
cumstance beyond  his  control,  and  for  which  be 
will  be  in  no  way  responsible,  no  portion  of  the 
disgrace  of  it  will  attach  to  him ;  while  if  he 


unites  in  voting  off  the  non-intercourse  withom 
taking  any  other  measure,  that  is  an  affiroMtife 
act,  for 'which  he  must  hold  hold  him  self  accoaot- 
able  for  his  foil  share  of  the  consequences.  Tke 
honorable  gentleman  has  told  us,  that  by  the  prct- 
ent  system,  ovr  rerenue  has  been  greatly  dimin- 
ished. In  answer  to  this  remark,  I  can  only  ol)* 
serve,  that  but  for  the  embargo  and  Don-iDte^ 
courses  we  should  by  this  time  have  had  perhan 
scarcely  any  revenue  at  all,  because  we  8b«QM 
have  bleen  plundered  by  our  adversaries  of  tke 
rery  means  of  revenue.  Yes,  sin,  your  prodwt 
would  have  been  sacrificed ;  you  could  have  pw^ 
chased  nothing  to  import,  and  where  wattd  MTt 
been  your  revenue  ? 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr.  EiiMor) 
has  called  to  his  aid  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury. The  annual  report  of  that  able  officer  is  re- 
ferred to  to  prove  that  we  should  net  persist  is  the 
present  measure.  The  Secretary,  to  be  ante,  ad- 
verts, and  with  very  great  propriety,  to  the  erili 
resulting  from  the  evasions  and  inaperfeetiwii  of 
the  non-interconrse  act.  These  imper/betioM 
were  produced  entirely  by  the  i&odfficatidns  of  it 
that  took  place  in  consequence  of  Mr.  Brskiae^ 
arrangement,  and  they  now  exist  on  account  of 
the  altered  state  of  things,  occasioned  by  the  dis- 
avowal of  that  arrangement.  In  the  Qoreniment 
chargeable  with  this,  or  can  it  be  collected  from 
the  Secretary's  report,  that  he  is  in  favor  of  t 
simple  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse,  withoat 
adopting  any  other  measure  in  its  place?  Any 
gentleman  would  hazard  too  much  in  mtkiog 
such  an  assertion.  It  h  within  my  own  knowl- 
edge that  the  contrary  is  the  fact. 

But  the  honorat>le  member  is  very  anxiew,  if 
we  are  to  have  a  substitute,  it  should  be  in  a  dis- 
tinct bill.  He  can  see  no  propriety  in  oonnectiM 
it  with  the  repeal.  After  the  repeal  is  obtaiaf^ 
will  the  gentleman,  or  any  of  his  fViends,  ▼fl*e|<J{ 
any  substitute?  No.  One  could  not  be  deviM 
that  they  would  vote  for.  The  truth  is,  and  I 
feel  it  my  imperious  duty  to  declare  it,  and  to 
forewarn  the  House  of  it,  that  -if,  by  a  decisij* 
OQ  this  question,  our  present  system  is  uneondjj 
tionally  abandoned,  no  other  system  can  or  will 
be  obtained.  Sir,  the  evidences  of  this  session, 
and  I  am  sorry  to  sa^r  it,  forbid  the  hope ;  and  kf 
such  an  act,  we  sink  into  irremediable  disgiaoe. 

Mt.  Speaker,  I  have  trespassed  perhaps  tao 
long  on  your  patience,  and  on  the  indolgeaw  of 
the  House.  I  have  been  impelled  by  the  most 
sacred  considerations  which  can  actuate  the  eon* 
duct  of  man,  to  enter  my  solemn  pf^^^^ 
against  this  proceeding;  and  I  have  discharged 
my  ^duty  to  the  best  of  my  feeble  abilities,  m 
opposing  what,  in  my  conscience,  I  should  dcc« 
a  surrender  of  the  rights  and  the  honor  of  my 
country.  ^^ 

Mr.  Cook  then  moved  to  postpone  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  subject  till  to-morrow,  allcj" 
ing  as  a  reason  that  a  report  was  current  that  the 
despatch  ressel,  John  Adams,  had  arrived  at 
Norfolk. 

This  motion  was  carried  by  four  votes— ye«* 
65,  nays  61. 
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Friday,  Mareh  30. 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Liverm ore,  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  the  question 
being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the 
negative — yeas  2,  nays  76. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '^An 
act  making  appropriation  fbr  carrying  into  effect 
eertaia  Indian  treaties,"  with  amendments ;  to 
wtkieh  they  desire  the  cencnrrence  of  this  House. 
They  have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  to 
extend  the  time  for  making  payment  for  the  pub- 
lic lands  of  the  United  States  in  certain  cases;  to 
which  they  desire  the  coticurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr.  W.  Alstoit,  from  the  joint  committee 
appointed  to  inquire  and  report  what  business  is 
necessary  to  be  done  during  the  present  session, 
and  when  it  may  be  expedient  to  close  the  same, 
made  a  report ;  which  was  read. 

Mr.  Alston,  from  the  same  committee,  at  the 
same  time, also  submitted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  bw  the  Senate  and  Houee  of  Mepremr^* 
aiivee  of  the  J^tUed  SUUee  of  Ameried,  in  Vongreea 
amembted.  That  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
(Breaker  of  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  be,  and  they 
an  hereby,  anlhoraed  to  adjourn  their  respectrre 
fioMMs  on  the  38d  day  of  AfMril  next. 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  postpone  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution  till  Monday  next. 

This  motion  was  objected  to  by  Messrs.  Qui  not, 
LivERHORB,  Tallmaooe.  and  Smilib,  and  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Love,  Fisk,  Marion,  W.Als- 
ton, Rhea,  Stanford,  and  Macon.  The  rea- 
sons UTffed  for  postponing  Were,  that  time  ought 
to  be  aflowed  for  the  consideration  of  the  report 
of  the  committee,  that  so  much  business  was  be- 
fore the  House  that  it  would  be  impossible  now 
pfoperl]r  to  fix  the  time  of  adjournment;  and  that 
Bews  might  be  daily  expected  from  Europe  which 
(froaid  one  way  or  the  other  affect  the  duration 
of  the  session.  It  was  said  in  reply  that  every 
tme  knew,  without  consulting  the  report  of  the 
eommittee,  what  btrsiness  was  before  the  House ; 
that,  when  the  time  of  adjournment  was  fixed, 
the  House  would  do  'as  much  in  one  da^  as  it 
now  did  in  three;  and  that  if  an  expectation  of 
news  from  Europe  was  a  reason  for  protracting 
the  session,  Congress  would  never  adjourn. 

The  postponement  to  Monday  was  carried, 
yeas  61^  nays  58. 

Mr.  Macon  called  for  the  consideration  of  the 
commercial  intercourse  bill;  but,  this  being  a 
day  set  apart  for  private  business,  it  could  not  be 
taken  np^ 

HEDITCTION  OF  THE  ARMY,  dtc. 

Mr.  Ramoolph  said  he  had  some  time  ago  aab- 
micted  to  the  House  a  motion  proposing  a  rediie- 
tion  of  the  Military  and  Naval  Establish meiUs  of 
the  United  States,  which  w«s  referred  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House  to  whom  was' referred 
the  bill  imposing  additional  duties.  He  said  he 
had  been  given  to  understand  by  the  chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  that  it  was 
his  intention  to  call  up  the  bill,  and  consequently 
his  (Mr.  R's.)  motion  along  with  it,  on  Satur- 


day last.  But  he  perceived  that  gentleman  (Mr. 
Eppes)  had  not  since  attended  in  his  place — his 
absence,  he  presumed,  resulted  from  indisposition. 
Mr.  R.  said  he  thought  it  his  duty  to  give  no- 
tice to  the  House  that,  if  it  was  not  called  up 
sooner,  he  should  move  the  House  to  go  into  com- 
mittee on  hit  proposition  on  Monday  next.  He 
mentioned  that  day,  because  he  said  he  did  trust 
that  in  the  interim  the  House  would  decide  finally 
on  the  bill,  the  title  of  which  he  could  not  recot- 
lect,  but  which,  if  not  out  of  order,  he  would  call 
Maoon's  bill. 

BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  providing  the  means  to  ascertain  the  title  to 
the  batture  near  New  Orleans. 

Mr.  Bibb's  motion  yet  under  consideration,  and 
a  division  of  the  question  being  called  for. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  sections  of  the 
present  bill  (providing  ^r  a  judicial  decision) 
was  taken,  and  carried — yeas  95,  nays  22,  as  fol- 
lows: 

Yeas — ^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  Willis  Alston,  jr.  William 
Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Ba*- 
sett,  William  W.  Bibb^  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Jo8^>h 
Calhoun,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martili  Chittenden* 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James 
Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  De- 
sha, James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Frank- 
lin, Barzillai  Gannett,  David  6.  Garland,  Thomas  Ghol- 
son,  Peterscm  Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  James  Hol- 
land, Jacob  Huftv,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Walter  Joueq, 
WilUam  Kenneay,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Kaicker- 
backer,  Edward  St  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Lc  Roy 
Livingston,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Samuel  MoKee,  Alexander  McKim« 
John  MontgomeiT,  Nicholas  R.  Mooie,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Jonathan  O.  Moselej,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomaa 
Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Por- 
ter, John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  ^benezer  Sage,  Thomas  Bammoa^  Lem- 
uel Sawyer,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilte,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Ricbsid 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjsmin  Tallmadge,  John 
Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy^  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  Kilfian  K.  Van  Rensselaei^  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Robert  Whitehill,  Esekiel  Whitman,  James  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  WHhcnpoon. 

Nats— James  Breckenridge,  WMliam  Ely,  Jonathan 
Fkk,  Chades  Goldsborough,  WiUiam  Hale,  Daniel 
Heister,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Robert  Jenkins,  Jos^  Lewis,  jr.,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Archicbald  MeBryde,  Pleasant  M.  MUler,  WiUiam 
Milttor,  Garden  S.  Mumford,  Jeaeph  Peanon,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Eti^rn  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  James 
Steplumson,  Jabes  Upham,  and  Laban  Wheatoa. 

The  question  now  recurred  on  Mr.  Bibb's 
amendment,  to  insert,  in  lieu  of  those  stricken  out, 
several  new  sections. 

[Mr.  Bibb's  amendment  proposes  that  the  right 
of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  the  Cor- 
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poraiioD  of  New  Orleans,  so  as  to  enable  them  to 
defend  any  suit  which  may.be  instituted  for  the 
recovery  of  the  batture,  and  that  the  batture  shall 
be  used  and  enjoyed  as  a  public  highway  and. 
landing  place,  dtc;  as  well  by  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stales  as  by  the  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans.] 

This  motion  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays  and 
lott — yeas  36,  nays  84,  as  follows : 

YsAB — ^Lemuel  J.  Abton,  William  Anderson,  Bor- 
weU  BaMett,  William  W.  Bibb,  John  Brown,  WiUiam 
Butler,  Joseph  Cslhoon,  Howell  Cobb,  Jamss  Coch- 
ran, James  Cox,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Meshack 
Franklin,  William  Helms,  Jas.  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Nathaniel  Macon;  Robert  Marion,  8am*l  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  John 
Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Tho- 
mas Sammons,  Ebenezer  Sealer,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  John  Taylor,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
hill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Njlts — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Ezeklel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  Robert  Brown,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin 
Chittenden,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  CutU,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Banillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gbplson,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  Thos.  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Daniel  Heis- 
ter  Benjamin  Howard,  Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Ed- 
ward St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald 
McBirde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jona- 
than O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  New- 
bold,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qaincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea 
of  Pennsylv'a,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
Root,  Lemuel  Sawyer,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
Daniel  Sheffevy  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Ste- 
phenson, Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Uri 
Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Jabex 
Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Gholson  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting,  in  lieu  of  the  part  stricken  out,  the  fol- 
lowing : 

"That  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes  be,  and 
he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  appoint  three  Commission- 
ers, who,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have  power,  and 
they  are  by  this  act  required,  to  collect  all  the^vidence, 
whether  written  or  oral,  touching  the  right  and  title, 
at  law  or  in  equity,  o(  the  United  States,  of  the  Corpo- 
ration of  New  Orleans,  or  of  any  individual  person  or 
persons  o^  in,  and  to,  the  parcel  of  land  called  the  bat- 
ture, in  iront  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  the  Territory 
of  Orleans.  And  for  this  purpose  the  said  Commis- 
sioners, or  any  two  of  them,  sludl  have  and  may  exer- 
cise the  same  authority  in  causing  depositions  to  be 
taken,  and  in  sending  for  and  examining  persons  and 
papers,  as  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in 
any  case  depending  before  it,  can  at  this  time  exercise. 
Andy  when  all  the  evidence  deemed  necessary  by  the 


said  Commissioners,  by  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
United  States,  or  "by  anv  person  or  persons  interested, 
for  the  investigation  and  decision  of  the  said  title,  ihall 
have  been  collected  and  procured,  it  shall  then  be  the 
duty  of  the  said  Commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them,  ^ 
to  collate  and  arrange  the  same  in  the^most  intelligible 
form,  which,  together  with  their  opinion  thereon  re- 
specting the  title  aforesaid,  they  shall  report  to  Con- 
gress, at  the  next  session  thereofl 

«Sic.  2.  AndJft  it  furthtr  enacted.  That  each  of 
the  said  Commissioners,  previous  to  entering  on  the 
duties  required  by  this  act,  shall  take  the  following  oath 
or  affirmation,  before  some  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
United  States,  viz :  *  I,  A.  B.,  do  solemnly  swear  (or 
affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  and  unpartially,  to  the  beit 
of  my  knowledge,  execute  and  perform  the  datiee  re- 
quired of  me  as  a  Commissioner  under  the  act,  entitled  . 
<  An  act  to  examine  into  the  title  of  the  batture  in  front 
of  the  siiburb  St  Mary.' 

«  Sec  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Preii- 
dent  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  author- 
ized  to  allow  to  each  of  the  said  Conunissionen  a  com- 
pensation  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars,  which, 
together  with  any  other  expenses  that  may  be  incurred 
under  this  act,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated :  Providedt  Thit 
the  expense  attending  the  procurement  of  any  teetij 
mony  in  behalf  of  any  individual  person  or  persons  ehill 
be  paid  by  and  may  be  collected  from  such  paison  or 
persons  in  the  same  manner  and  at  the  same  rates  m  m 
a  suit  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the*  United  Stotes. 

Messrs.  Sheffby  and  Milnor  opposed  Mr. 
Gholson'b  amendment,  and  Messrs.  W.  Alston 
and  Gholson  supported  it  in  preference  to  Air. 
Sheffey's.  ^ 

The  question  wa*  taken  on  Mr.  Qbolbons 
amendment,  and  the  following  was  the  result  of 
the  rote: 

YxAS— Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WUlis  Alston,  jr.,  Willii« 
Anderson,  David  Bard,  BurweU  Bassett,  WilUam  W. 
Bibb,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calbovn, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  HoweU  Cobb,  imm 
Cochran,  James  Cox,  Wilham  Crawford,  Rich'd  Cutt% 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley,  Me- 
shack  FrankUn,  BarziUai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gaxdiier, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  H^ 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty>  Wdf 
ter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nath*l  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  B.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Tho- 
mas Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthks  Richards,  John  R^«» 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Den- 
nis Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smiin, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Taylor,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charies  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
WhitehiU,  Richari  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon.-^ 

Nats— Ezekiel  Bacon.  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breckenridge,  William  Chamberiin,  Eptphjodi- 
tus  Champion,  Martin  Chitteoden,  Orchard  Cook,  JoW 
Davenport,  jr.,  WUliam  Ely,  James  Emott,  ionatban 
Fisk,  David  S.  Garland,  Charles  Goldsborough,  Tho- 
mas R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Daniel  Heui- 
ter,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr^  Kofr- 
ert  Jenkins,  PhiUp  B.  Key,  Herman  Knicker^cker, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St  Loe  Livermore,  Kow 
Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matttoews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Mil- 
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Bor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaelej,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford^  John 
Ni<^oIson,  Joseph  Peanon,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jiin^ 
Timotfaj  Pttkin,  jr.,  Ptoter  B.  Porter,  Eliaha  R.  Patter, 
Joaimh  Qoin^,  Jolm  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsjl* 
vmla,  Braatos  Root,  Thomas  Sammona,  Lemael  Saw- 
jtr»  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffej,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Stanley,  Jamea  Stephenson,  Lewis  H.  Storges, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
John  ThompaoB,  Uri  Tra^,  Jabea  Upham,  Nicholas 
Van  Dyke»  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KilUan  K.  Van  Rens- 
aeUer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Esekiel  Whitman,  and  James 
WilMMLr— 6a. 

The  Hooie  beii^  equally  divided,  the  Speaker 
decided  the  qaestion  in  the  affirmative  by  his 
▼oce. 

The  ameodmeot  Blade  to  the  bill  containiae  a 
UaoJi  for  compNensatioD  to  the  commisstoners  be- 
ing under  coosideration.  in  order  to  fill  the  blank 
U  was  iMeessary  to  go  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Oo  modoQ  of  Mr.  GteoLsoif  ^e  bill  was  com- 
mitted f  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Macoh  moved  that  it  be  the  order  of  the 
day  for  the  first  Monday  in  Norember  next.  Neg* 
atired— «ye8  28. 

Monday  was  also  negatived,  and  this  day 
agreed  to. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Fi8K  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
bill,  and  insert  the  amendment  moved  by  Mr. 
Sh£PP£T  in  the  House. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Gbolsom  and 
Mr.  BtBB.  and  supported  by  Mr.  Fisk. 

A  division  of  the  question  beinp^  called  for,  and 
tlie  qtiestton  being  taken  on  striking  out — it  was 
D^tived,  yeas  5§,  nays  66. 

Sir.  Sbmfwey  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of 
the  bill,  for  the  purpose  of  inseriioga  subatitule. 

[The  snbstiuife  proposea  that  the  President  of 
the  United  States  shall,  forthwith,  cause  the  per- 
sona removed  from  the  batture  to  be  reinstated  in 
posaeasion.  nnd  if  he  thinks  the  title  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  will  warrant  such  a  course,  to  direct 
suit  to  be  instituted  against  them  for  the  recor- 
ery  of  the  property,  an  appeal  to  be  allowed  to 
the  Supreme  Court.]  v 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Shgf- 
PET,  Root,  and  Lton,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Hol- 
land. 

Several  motions  were  successively  made  for 
the  Committee  to  rise,  and  nesatived. 

A  division  of  the  question  bein^^  called  for  on 
Mr,' Sbipbsy's  motion*  the  Question  waa  taken 
oo  striking  out,  and  negatived,  63  to  64 

BAr.  Key  propoaedan  additional  seetioa  to  the 
bill,  to  authorize  the  President  to  make  a  com- 
promise with  the  claimant,  at  any  time  he  may 
deem  proper,  within  ose  year  from  the  passage 
of  the  WIL 

The  section  was  agreed  to,  65  to  68. 

Mr.  PfSK  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  proposes  that  the  commissioners  shall 
collate  testimony  and  report  their  opinion  on  the 
case,  in  order  to  provide  that  they  shall  *^  deter- 
mine and  decide''  on  the  title,  g 

llthCoN.SdSsss.— 54 


Mr.  Fisk  sabsequently  withdrew  this  oftotioii 
with  a  view  to  offer  it  in  tee  House. 

The  blank  for  compensation  for  each  commia- 
sioner  was  filled  up  with  two  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  Committee  then  rose  and  reported  the 
bill  as  amended. 

Repeated  motions  were  made  unsuccessfully 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  PiTKiif  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
strikioff  out  the  first,  second,  and  third  sections 
thereof  (being  that  part  of  the  same  which  was 
proposed  by  Mr.  Gbolbon,)  for  the  purpose  of  in^ 
serting  the  first,  second,  fourth,  and  fifth  aeetiotta 
of  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr;  Sbeppbt  to 
the  said  bill  on  the  23d  instant ;  which  said  first, 
second,  fourth,  and  fifth  sections  are  as  follow: 

«That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
he  iff  hereby,  authorised  to  appoint  three  persona  learned 
in  the  law,  not  resident  in  the  Territory  of  Orlieani^ 
(and  to  fill  up  all  Tacancies  that  may  ooenr  by  de^t)^ 
reaignaliony  or  otherwise^)  as  Commiaaionefa,  who,  or 
any  two  of  them»  ahall  haTo  foil  power  to  inqnire  into 
and  decide  on  the  right  and  title  of  the  United  SCatea 
to  a  parcel  of  land,  known  by  the  name  of  the  batture, 
in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  the  city  of  New  Or- 
leans; and  that  they,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  make 
and  deliver  to  the  President  of  the  United  8tate%  and 
such  persons  as  may  have  any  claim  to  the  aaid  bat* 
tnre,  and  exhibit  the  same  before  them,  a  aentence  or 
award,  signed  with  their  names,  and  transmit  a  copy 
hereof  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  Statei^  on  or 
before  the  first  day  of  January  next,  which  shall  be 
binding  and  conclusive  as  to  ue  right  of  the  United 
States  and  the  persons  who  shall  so  exhibit  thehr  claims 
as  aforesaid,  unless  the  same  shall  be  disapproved  by 

Congress,  before  the .    And  the  President  of  the 

United  Statea  is  hereby  required,  in  case  the  said  award 
shall  be  against  the  United  States,  and  shall  not  be  dis- 
approved as  aforesaid,  to  cause  the  perM>ns  who  were 
removed  from  the  said  batture,  on  the  twentf -fifih  of 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  eigh^  by  order  of  the 
PieaideBt  of  the  United  Stotaa,  to  be  leatored  to  the 
possession  thereof. 

<«8xc.  3.  And  be  it  futther  enaetedy  That  the  irat 
named  of  the  aaid  Commissionen,  who  shall  accept  the 
said  appointment,  shall  have  power  to  make  rules  for 
the  taking  and  authenticating  testimony,  and  for  fixing 
the  time  and  place,  and  regulating  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting the  hearing  and  inquiry  aforeaaid ;  and  that  the 
said  Commissioner^  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  have 
fbll  power  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses,  and  the 
production  of  paiNBrs:  Provided,  That  no  witness  resid- 
ing in  the  Territory  of  Orleans  shaU  be  compelled  to 
travel  out  of  the  aaid  Territory  to  give  his  or  her  testi- 
mony, but  the  deposition  of  such  witness  shall  be  taken 
aocordiBg  to  the  rules  prescribed  by  the  person  first 
named  as  aforeaaid. 

««Sko.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  until  the 
final  decision  of  the  said  daim,  the  President  shall  take 
oaie  that  no  iiymy  be  done  to  said  property  by  dig- 
ging or  carrying  away  the  soil,  but  that,  in  all  other 
reapecis,  the  same  may  be  used  as  it  now  is. 

**  Sao.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  Pre- 
sident of  ths  United  Sutes  shall  make  to  the  Commis- 
sioners aforesaidf  such  allowance  for  their  services  aa 
he  mav  think  an  adequate  compenaation  for  their  ser- 
vices.* 

A  division  of  the  question  to  amend  the  bill 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1699 


mSTORT  OF  CONGRESS. 


1700 


H.OPR. 


Baiture  at  New  Orleans, 


March,  1810. 


was  called  for  by  Mr.  Gholson  ;  when  a  question 
of  order  was  raised  by  Mr.  Randolph,  whether 
the  said  question  was  divisible  ? 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Pitkin,  to  strike  out  the  three  flections  as  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Qholson  ;  and,  debate  arising  there- 
on, an  adjournment  was  called  for,  and  carried. 


Satdrdat,  March  31. 

Mr.  Johnson  made  sundry  reports  from  the 
Committee  of  Claims.  One  of  these  was  on  the 
petition  of  Edward  Holland.  The  petitioner  states 
that  he  was  with  a  Fessel  improperljr  detained  at 
a  fort  of  the  United  Sutes  one  night,  during 
which  detention  the  river  froze  up,  and  his  ves- 
sel was  subsequently  cut  up  by  the  ice,  which, 
ne  alleges,  would  not  have  occurred  but  for  his 
detention.  The  Committee  of  Claims  reported 
against  him. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Qolimiborough,  after  de- 
bate, the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table, 
51  to  23. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon, 

Retolved^  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  gross  annual  amount  of  expenditure  in  re- 
lation to  the  Military  and  Naval  Establishments, 
from  the  4th  March,  1789,  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1809. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Naval 
Establishment;  who  was  instructed  to  inquire  into 
ihe  expediency  of  authorizing  the  President  of 
khe  United  States  to  sell  such  of  the  armed  ves- 
sels and  gunboats  as  he  may  judge  unfit  or  unne- 
cessary for  public  service,  made  a  report  thereon ; 
which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  a  report  made 
by  the  said  Committee,  on  the  6th  January  last, 
on  tbe  same  subject. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  *^  An  act 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  effect 
certain  Indian  treaties ;  and  the  same  being  read, 
were  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  An 
act  authorizing  a  subscription  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Stales  to  the  stock  of  the  Ohio  Canal 
Company,"  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a 
Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^*  An  act 
authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  public  land  to  the  Chesapeake  and  Del- 
aware Canal  Coinpany,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  last 
mentioned. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  <<  An  act 
to  extend  the  time  for  making  payment  for  the 
public  lands  of  the  United  Slates  m  certain  cases," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Grove  Pomeroy  j 
which  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Uble. 


THE  BATTURE  AT  NEW  ORLEANa 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  on  the  bill  pro- 
viding the  means  to  ascertain  the  title  tothe  oat- 
ture  in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,  in  the  city 
of  New  Orleans. 

The  question  having  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment  of  Mr.  Pitkin,  the  said  amendment  wu 
withdrawn  by  the  mover. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concarrlDg 
with  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  first 
amendment  to  the  said  bill,  and  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  concurriof  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  House  in  their  sec- 
ond amendment  to  the  said  bill,  amended  in  the 
House  to  read  as  follows : 

«8xo.4.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  ThatthePret* 
ident  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  sathof- 
ixed,  at  any  time  within  one  year,  to  make  and  execute 
sach  compromise  with  the  parties,  or  any  of  them,  who 
were  removed  from  the  said  baiture  on  the  twenty-ftMi 
day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight, 
by  order  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
procure  a  cession  of  their  claims  thereto,  or  to  any  pert 
thereof  for  the  use  of  the  public,  or  to  any  body  pol- 
itic or  corporate,  on  such  terms  as  may  be  agreed  on 
with  the  said  parties,  and  deemed  advisable  by  the  Pre- 
sident, and  to  stipulate  for  a  compensation,  either  in 
money  or  public  lands,  in  the  city  of  New  Orleani,  of 
its  territories,  as  he  may  think  proper." 

Messrs.  Nelson,  Smilie,  HollIno,  and  fifss, 
apposed  the  amendment ;  and  Messrs.  Sbbffey, 
ELey,  and  Lyon,  supported  it. 

The  question  bein?  taken,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — yeas  62,  nays  55,  as  follows: 

YxjLs— Ezekiel  Bacon,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Bojd, 
James  Breekenridge,  WUliam  Chamberlin,  Epaphro- 
ditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Orchard  Cook, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Eljt 
James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  David  8.  Garland,  Tho- 
mas R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel 
A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Rich- 
ard Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Her- 
man Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.  Edward  oU  Loe 
Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston,  Matthew  Ljoo, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  SamM  McKee, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Jonathan  0.  Moie- 
ley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Petr* 
son,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  mm 
Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Erastus  Root,  Thomas  8ammoDi» 
Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Sunley,  Jsmei 
Stevenson,  Lewis  B.  Starves,  Jacob  Swoopo,  8amiie| 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Un 
Tracy.  Jabex  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald 
Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

NiTs^Lemuel  J.  Alston,  WUlis  Alston,  jr.,  Wil- 
liam Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Wilbsn 
W.  Bibb,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  WUUam  Batlefj 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howtil 
Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  William  Crawibrt, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Wiliism 
Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barxillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Chas.  Goldsborough  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  James  Holland,  Ben- 
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jamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hhlty,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
Walter  Jonet,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Alex.  McKim, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholaa  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Bbenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  SeaTer,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  South- 
ard, Richard  Stanford-  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
hiU,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  bill,  with  the  amendment  agreed  to,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time 
this  day.     ^ 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Macon,  that  the  House  do  adhere 
to  their  disagreement  to  the  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  respecting 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for  other 
purposes." 

And  the  question  being  taken,  it  was  resoWed 
in  the  affirmati?e — yeas  66,  nays  58,  as  follows : 

YxAS— WUtis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  David 
Bard,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Ro- 
bert Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew 
Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran, 
James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph 
Desha,  Wm.  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Frank- 
fin,  Barziliai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gbol- 
aon,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Helms,  James  Hol- 
land, Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Na- 
thaniel Mscon,  Samuel  McKe'e,  Alexander  McKim, 
Pleaaant  M.  Miller,  John  Mon^omery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger 
NaboQ,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thos.  Newton,  John  Nich- 
obon,  John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
s^lvmnia,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards, 
John  Roane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas 
Bammons,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smit^,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert 
Withenpoon. 

Njlts — Lemuel  J.  Alston,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
BlaisdeU,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Chamberlin, 
Martin  Chittenden,  Orchard  Cook,  Samuel  W.  Dana, 
John  Davenport,  jr.,  William  Ely,  James  JBmott,  David 
8.  Garland,  Charles  Gddsborough,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heister.  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Robert  Le  Roy  Livingston, 
Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Arehibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Moselcy,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
OMB,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Pottei^  Jesiah 
Qnincj,  John  Randolph,  Daniel  Sheffey,  D«inis  Smelt, 
John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge, 
John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicho- 
las Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KUlian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezeki^l 
Whitman,  and  Jamea  Wilson. 


NON-INTBRCOURSE. 
Immediately  after  the  decision  of  this  ques- 
tion, Mr.  Randolph  rose.  He  said  that  seldom 
had  a  question  excited  so  much  sensation  which 
was  of  intrinsically  less  importanee  than  that 
just  now  decided  ;  and,  perhaps,  it  might  be 
deemed  that  the  proposition  whicb  he  was  now 
about  to  offer  was  not  of  itself,  deserving  of  high- 
er consideration.  He  said  he  would  state  bis 
ideas  as  succinctly  as  possible,  because  his  pres* 
eat  object  was  dispatch.  We  have,  said  he,  an 
act  in  subsistec^oe  which,  for  brevity's  sake,  I  will 
call  the  noD-intercourse  law.  This  act  has  been 
reprobated  and  reviled  by  every  man,  of  every 
political  description,  in  this  House  and  out  of  it, 
from  one  end  «rf  the  continent  to  the  other  \  and 
vet,  sir,  strange  as  it  may  appear,  Confess  has 
oeen  in  session  near  five  months,  and  this  law  in 
relation  to  which  every  one  seems  to  concur,  in- 
deed, vie  with  each  other  in  its  reprobation,  still 
remains  upon  our  statute  books.  To  answer 
what  end,  I  heseech  you,  sir?  Is  it  a  sort  of 
scarecrow,  set  up  to  frighten  the  great  belliger- 
ents  of  Europe;  or,  is  it  a  toy,  a  rattle,  a  bare 
plaything,  to  amuse  the  great  children  of  our 
pyolitical  world?  On  whatsoever  measures  the 
nation  may  ultimately  resolve,  be  it  peace,  be  it 
war,  be  it  (if  there  he  such  a  thing)  an  interme- 
diate state  between  these  two,  there  is  no  differ- 
ence of  opinion  as  to  the  deleterious  operation  of 
this  unfortunate  law.  i  ought,  perhaps  to  call 
it  fortunate ;  for,  although  it  was  introduced  into 
the  House  without  a  single  friend^  altbouch  no 
man  was  found  to  lift  up  his  Toice  in  its  defence, 
it  actually  passed  by  a  majority  of  two  to  one, 
and  is  found  nearly  as  difficult  to  repeal  as  the 
old  sedition  law  of  a  former  majority,  even  after 
all  its  abettors  have  become  convinced  of  its 
mischievous  tendencjF.     I  bone,  sir,  we  shall 

f»rofit*of  former  experience,  ana  not  pertioacious- 
y  adhere  to  a  measure  which  is  daily  diminish- 
ing the  resources  of  the  nation,  and  very  justly 
impairing  the  public  confidence  in  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  of  the  Legislature.  But  I  beg 
pardon.  I  am  entering  into  a  discussion,  when 
my  sole  object  is  to  submit  a  naked  proposition  to 
the  House,  and,  if  possible,  to  get  the  most  speedy 
decision  on  it.  I  do  not  mean  to  reiterate  (be- 
cause they  must  present  themselves  to  every  man 
of  common  observation  and  common  sense)  the 
arguments  by  which  the  propriety  of  a  speedy 
decision  o»*  he  question  is  enforced.  If  any 
member  of  the  House  will  figure  to  himself  the 
fair  and  bona  fide  American  merchant  whose 
ship  has  been  lying  at  the  wharf  the  greater  part 
of  the  winter,  laden  with  a  cargo  perishable  in 
its  nature,  say  flaxseed,  whicb,  if  not  exported 
now,  becomes  utterly  worthless,  he  will  conceive 
of  the  situation  of  those  whom  I  wish  to  relieve. 
How  our  resources  are  to  be  enlarged,  or  the  bel- 
ligerents to  be  acted  on  by  our  produce  perishing 
here,  I  cannot  conceive.  I  mean  the  produce  of 
the  fair  and  bona  fide  trader,  for  the  other  de- 
scription of  men,  we  know,  all  send  their  produce 
when  and  where  they  please.  We  have  hai 
official  information^  near  five  months  ago,  that 
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the  law  is  wholly  inoperative,  except  as  to  men 
of  high  character  for  probity  and:  honor,  who 
cApnot  ^in  their  own  consent  to  violate  the  law. 
I  therefore  move — 

**  That  the  act  interdicting  commercial  inlercoone, 
Ac,  d(On  ought  to  be  immadiatelj  repealed." 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  tbe  resolution — 
yeas  69,  nays  53,  as  follows : 

TxjLS— Lemuel  J*  Alston,  Eiekiel  Bacon,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaiadell,  James  Breckenridge,  Wm. 
Chambeilin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Martin  Chitten- 
den, Howell  Oobb,  James  Cochimn,  Orchard  Cook,  8am* 
nel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jun.,  Wm.  Ely,  Junes 
Bmpttf  Jonathan  Fj«k,  DsTid  B,  Garland,  Chas.  Golds- 
Iwrough,  Thomss  R.  Gold,  Edwin  Gray,  WiUiom  Hale, 
Nathalie!  A.  Hnvciif  Dani«]  HciistDrf  Jonathan  H.  Hub- 
bard, Hicbanl  Jaeknon,  juti.,  Kobert  J^nkmjs,  WiJUam 
Kjcnoedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Hermnti  KnkJujrbacker,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  junior^  Edward  St,  hot  LiTennorc,  Rubatt 
Le  Roy  Lhrngston,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Arch'd  McBijde, 
WtlUam  Mil  nor,  TbetuM  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Mose- 
Ic^,  Gurdon  S,  Mumford,  Joseph  Pcarion,  Benjtmm 
Pickmanjtin.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Peter  B,  Porter, 
Ellsha  R,  Porttr,  Joaish  Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  Dan. 
Shcffpy,  Den  nil  Smelt,  Snnmel  Smith,  Richard  Stan- 
ford, John  Stanley,  Jamefl  Btpphcnson,  Lpwis*  B.  iStur- 
gesf  Jacob  Swoope,  eamuel  Taggart,  Henjamin  1  all- 
madge,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tra^,  George  M.  Troup, 
Jabea  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Arclubaid  Van 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  RensMlaer,  Robert  Weakley, 
Laban  Wheatpn,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nat*— Willis  Alston,  jr.  Pavid  Bard,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  Bntler,  Jo8q>h 
Calhoun,  Matthew.  Clay,  John  Clopton,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  BarzUlai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyie, 
Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  Mckim,  John  Montgom- 
ery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Rog^er  Nel- 
son, Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter, 
John  Rea  of  PennsylTania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebene- 
aer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Sesver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
Henry  Sbnthard,  John  Thompson,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Robert  WhitehiU,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  MoTNOOMBRT  said  he  had  just  now  roted 
for  adherence  to  the  disagpeement  of  the  House 
to  the  Senate's  amendment?,  beeause  he  did  coa- 
cei?e  that  a  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse,  with- 
out something  bein|[  substituted,  was  posit^re, 
unequivocal  submission  to  the  edicts  of  Friiuce 
and  Qreat  BriUin.  He  had  been  mtified  at  the 
result  of  that  vole,  as  It  had  still  kept  opeo  the 
question  for  a  repeal  of  thejion-intercourse.  He 
was  one  of  those  opposed  to  a  repeal  of  the  nou- 
intercourse  without  a  substitute.  He  said  he 
thought  Congress  could  not  separate  at  the  pres- 
ent session  without  repealing  the  non-intercourse, 
and  doing  something  to  maintain,  support,  and 
defend  the  rights  of  our  country.  At  a  former 
session;  the  House  had  resolved  that  they  could 
not  submit  to  tbe  British  or  French  decrees  with- 
out a  surrender  of  the  riffhts,  honor,  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  nation.    Nothing  had  occurred 


to  change  the  relative  situation  of  the  United 
States  as  to  those  decrees.  Holding  these  opin- 
ions, Mr^  M.  said  he  considered  it  his  duty  to 
move  the  following  amendment,  to  which,  he 
said,  he  bad  no  hesitation  in  saying,  as  his  belief, 
that  no  gentleman  wbo  regarded  the  rights  or. 
honor  of  his  countcy  could  ooject : 

''And  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  bj  Itw  to 
maintain  and  defend  the  rights^  honor,  and  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  againfrt  the  edicts  of  Frtnoe 
and  Great  Britain." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smilie,  the  Hous^  now  ad- 
journed,  65  to  53. 

Monday,  Apcil.  2. 

The  bill  presented  on  Saturday  lastjor  the  relief 
of  Grove  Pomeroy,  was  committed  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Margaret  Lapsley. 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Quinct, 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
House,  to  whom  is  committed  tbe  report  of  a  se- 
lect committee,  made  on  the  27th  ultimo,  on  the 
state  of  the  anciept  archives  and  public  records 
of  tbe  United  States,  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  that  it  be  recommitted  to 
the  said  select  committee  to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  CluiNCY,  from  the  said  committee,  then 
presented  a  bill  providing  for  the  better  accom- 
modation of  tbe  General  Post  Office  and  Patent 
Offipe,  and  for  other  purposes;  which  was  read 
twice,  and  commuted  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  oq  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  LovB  ,from  the  committee  appointed  on  the 
22d  ultimo^  presented  a  bill  to.eatablish  a  National 
Bank;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  oii  Thursday  neau— 
[The  Bank  to  be  established  at  the  City  of  1^ab- 
ington,  with  branches  in  each  Territory  and  Slate, 
provided  the  consent  of  the  State  Legislatuie^ 
shall  be  obtained  thereto.] 

Mr.  LovB  also  made  a  written  report  in  rela- 
tion to  the  principles  of  the  said  bill ;  which  wa9 
read. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "Ao 
act  authorizioff  tbe  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain 
quantity  of  public  land  to  the  proprietors  of  tw 
Middlesex  canal, in  the  State  orMassachuseUs; 
to  which  they  desire  the  conourronce  of  tbia  Hpos9* 
THB  BATTURB  AT  NEW  ORLEANS. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  the  means  to  ascer- 
tain the  title  to  the  balture  in  front  of  the  suburb 
of  St.  Mary,  in  tbe  city  of  New  Orleans,  waaread 
the  third  time;  and  on  the  question  that  the  aaoe 
do  pass,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affiraMHifa^y^** 
89,  nays  16,  as  followa : 

YiAS— WUlis  Alston,  jon.,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  D«^ 
Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Bredkenridge,  Bptphro- 
ditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittend«i,  Matthew  Cli9> 
Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  WiUiam  Crawford,  RiiAjw 
Cutttf,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jon.,  r/u- 
liam  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley.  JontUi^ 
Fiak,  BarsiUai  Oannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Daf^  p* 
Garland,  Thomas  Gholaon,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
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efjt  Willimm  Hi^,  Daniel  Heister,  B^njaihin  How- 
«rd»  iaeob  Hofty,  Richard  Jackicm»  jr^  Robert  lenkiiM, 
Ricfaard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Cennody, 
Phifip  B.  Key,  Herman  KnickerbadLer,  Joaeph  Lewis, 
^Imior,  £dward  St.  Loe  LiTermoro,  John  Lore^  Aaron. 
Ljle,  Robert  Marion,  Vineent  J^tthews,  Arebibald 
McBiyde,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleas- 
ant M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Wewbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
Joaepli  PeaiBon,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pit- 
tin,  jr^  John  Po;rter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Qaincy,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias 
Hichards,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,'  Thomas  8am- 
mons,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel, 'Shefiey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  SmiUe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
8amnel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Starges,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Benjamm  Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy 
Oeorge  M.  Troup,  Chariee  Turner,  jr.,  Jabez  Upham, 
Kllian  K.  Tan  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wbeaton,  Robert 
Whitrtiili,  Eiekiel  Whitman,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  John  Brown,  Robert 
Brown,  William  Botler,  Jos«ph  CaUioun,  William 
Chamberlin,  James  Cochran,  Merita^  Ftanklin,  Jon- 
athan H.  Hubbard,  Nathaniel  M«oon,  John  Montgom- 
mrj,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Brastus  Root,  Ebeneser 
Smtot,  Robert  Weakley,  and  James  WiUon. 

Remdved,  That  the  title  be,  *^  An  act  to  exam- 
ine into  the  title  to  the  battare  in  front  of  the 
•oburb  Bu  Mary." 

NON-INTBRCOURSE. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  called  for  on  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

**Re9ohedf  That  the  act  tnterdtotiBg  coBUBerdd 
uit«tooarse»  dbc^  ought  lo  be  Immediate^  repealed." 

To  this  an  amendment  had  been  offered  by  Mr. 
MoRTGOliBRT  lu  the  following  words:  ^And 

*  that  proTision  ousht  to  be  made  by  law  for 

*  mi^ntainiDgtberiglitSy  hoaor,  and  independetace 
^  of  the  United  States  against  the  edicts  of  Chreat 

*  Britain  and  Prance." 

Mr.  Rbba.  of  Tennetoee,  moved  to  postpone 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subjeet  till  to- 


Mr.  Rahpolph  said  the  House  would  pereeire 
that  he  had  sobsHlted  to  its  consideralion  a  pi*o- 
poaitionas  explicit  and  defiuite  as  language  coold 
«x]ife8a»  To  this  proposition  had  £sen  taclced 
MU  aaieadment  which,  as  subytitotee  are  very 
■mch  in  Togue,  appeared  to  him  very  much  in 
the  light  of  a  substitute  for  the  original  proposi- 
tion. It  was  at  least  a  proposition  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent nature  from  the  origioal  one;  sitice,  instead 
«f  beisg  eipticit  as  to  itt  object  and  definite  in 
Its  ferm%  >t  dealt  only  in  pompous  and  lofty  geu- 
«ralities.  [The  Spbakbr  observed  that  the  House 
had  not  yet  determined  to  consldeT  the  proposi- 
Iton  to  which  the  gentleman  alluded.]  If  thfe 
Speaker,  air,  said  Mr.  R.,  wiU  give  himself  the 
troabie  to  attend  for  a  few  moments  he  will  per- 
ecive  that  the  whole  bearing  of  my  observations 
will  go  to  show  the  impropriety  of  postpoDing 
My  motion,  since  it  iuTolves  the  very  serious  in- 
^onvenience  and  disadvantage  of  poBtpotiiag  also 
the  weighty  amendment  of  the  gentlenHHi  from 


Maryland  (Mr.  MoMToovfiRT.)  I  am  wirifoft  «o 
admit  that  my  proposition  is  one  of  that  unim- 
portant description  which  may,wtlhoot  any  very 
serious  national  injury,  be  indefinitely  postponed ; 
but  I  bray  the  House  not  to  lose  by  duch  a  mea- 
sure tne  precious  project  Which  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland  is  no  doubt  ready  to  submit  to  a 
committee  for  asserting  the  rights  and  honor  of 
the  nation  against  the  two  great  belligerents  df 
Bhirope.  It  would  be  matter  of  'serious  national 
cakmtty,  if,  after  being  near  five  tfionth^  in  ses- 
sion, after  sanctioning «  proposition  in  sutntance 
little  different  from  this  of  the  gentleman  of 
Maryland,  when  no  stfbstftute  has  been  hatched 
under  the  wings  of  the  different  committees  of 
Congress — it  would  be  a  serious  national  k^  tf 
this  vi^st  project — vast  it  nrdst  be,  being  circtfM- 
scribed.byno  limits — the  indefinite  is  a  princi^^ 
ingredient  hi  the  sublime — if  this  vast  project, 
now  ready  for  delivery,  should  perish  in  this 
most^An fortunate  way. 

The  Spbakbr  observed  that  the  question  was 
to  postpone  «itftil  to-morrow,  and  not  to  postpone 
indefinitely. 

Mr.>  RAi«noLl»H  said  he  had  misapprehended 
the  question,  and  wished  that  the  Speaker  had 
corrected  him  sooner.  1  hope,  howevef,  sir,  said 
lie^  that  the  Himest  Will  not  agree  to  postpone 
this  question  even  until  to-morrow.  I  fa(^  if 
the  anteendment  of  the  ^ntletaian  f rom  Maryland 
is  to  prevail— and  realty,  sir,  f  have  a  sort  Of 
longing  to  see  what  he  is  ab<)ut  to  bring  fortlb-^ 
If  it  pretaib,  I  hope  we  shall  be  speedity  ftvored 
with  the  system  which  he  has  devised  for  ''mai^ 
taining  the  rights,'  honor,  and  independence"  of 
the  nation,  against  all  assailants.  At  this  late 
day  it  would  t>e  anfortiTnate  indeed  if  the  only 
poject  which  there  is  the  least  chance  of  briutf- 
mg  to  light  should  be  smothered.  The  time  i^ 
growing  shbrt^— none  seem  to  think  that  we  shatt 
sit  longer  than  tile  first  tff  May.  How  does  the 
jrentteman  who  made  Ihis  motion  know  but  that 
m  my  anxiety  to  get  a  glimpse  of  the  project  Olf 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  I  shall  agree  to 
incorporate  his  amendment  with  my  proposttioQ^ 
and  let  the  subject  go  to  two  different  colnmtt^ 
t«es  %  I  trust  t&at  the  gentlem«n  fVom  Maryland 
would  be  at  the  bead  of  one  committee,  on  which 
I  certainly  Ita^e  no  desire  to  be  placed;  and 
should  I  be  p^t  on  the  other,  we  c^all  each  be 
acting  in  (far  respective  provinces — I,  in  mine, 
aimiog  to  get  at  a  specified  object  by  the  most 
direct  way;  and  he  in  his,  supporting  AtkM- 
like  upon  his  shonlAers  the  vast  interests  of  tha 
State. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMBRY  satd  that  he  could  see  iio 
reason  for  postponement  Erery  member  on  th^ 
floor  must  oe  satisfied  that  the  session  was  drair- 
ing  to  a  close.  Congress  had  been  in  session 
font  or  five  months,  and  were  now  prefcisefy  in 
the  saine  situation  #ith  regard  to  our  fordg^  t^ 
lations  in^hich  they  We're  the  first  day  of  thfe 
session^  becauee  on  the  first  day  of  the  session 
th^  n\efed  only  harie  adjourned  to  have  got  rid  dt 
the  non^intercourse,  if  this  was  the  only  measure 
eontemplaied  ^krring  the  session.  In  me  motioa 
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which  I  have  made,  said  Mr.  M.,  to  ameod  the 
motion  of  the  geotlemaD  from  Virginia,  I  was 
actuated  by  do  other  principle  than  that  of  love 
of  country.  I  wish,  if  the  non-intercourse  law 
be  repealed,  that  some  measure  of  energy,  such 
as  a  committee  may  report  or  the  House  in  their 
wisdom  may  devise,  will  be  adopted  instead  of 
the  non-intercourse.  My  object  was  that  the 
subject  might  in  the  broadest  possible  manner  be 
presented  to  the  committee.  I  was  of  opinion, 
at  the  passage  of  Campbell's  resolutions,  that 
to  repeal  the  embargo,  without  some  measure  of 
resistance,  would  be  j[K>8itive  submission  to  the 
British  orders  and  French  decrees.  What  is 
then  the  project  of  the  Senate  contained  in  their 
amendments  of  nakedly  repealing  the  non-inter- 
course? It  is  direct,  abject,  and  unequivocal 
submission.  I  am  not  yet  reduced  to  that  state — I 
wish  to  see  some  measure  of  resistance  adopted  in 
place  of  it  if  repealed.  It  was  with  pleasure  I  saw 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Randolpb) 
rise  to  move  a  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse ;  and 
had  no  idea,  when  a  motion  was  nuide  to  amend 
his  motion,  and  which  avowed  as  its  object  the 
protection  of  the  rights  of  the  nation  against 
foreign  violation,  that  it  would  have  been  ob- 
jected to.  I  was  well  aware,  sir,  that  the  nation 
Lad  lost  the  benefit  of  his  projecting  talents  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  Winter,  and  that,  had  he 
been  present,  he  might  have  conceived  some 
measure  which  might  have  been  of  service  to  the 
nation.  I  moved  my  amendment  with  the  view 
that,  as  perhaps  the  gentleman  would  be  chair* 
man  of  the  committee  to  whom  his  proposition 
would  be  referred,  he  might  have  the  whole  sub- 
iect  before  him,  and  that  the  talents  which  have 
been  of  so  great  benefit  to  the  nation  for  two  or 
three  years  last  past  might  be  again  exerted,  and 
something  be  devised  by  way  of  resistance  to  the 
decrees  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  that  the 
gentleman  might  a^ain  have  an  opportunity  of 
mstonishing  the  nation  at  the  magnitude  of  his 
project.  With  respect,  sir,  to  the  sarcasms  against 
the  generality  of  my  proposition,  I  disregard 
them.  I  acted  from  a  sense  of  duty  in  proposing 
it,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  regardless  of  the 
impotent  sarcasms  of  that  gentleman.  I  hope  the 
resolution  will  not  be  postponed,  It  is  high  time 
that  we  come  to  some  conclusion ;  and  as  long  as 
the  session  continues,  I  will  still  hope  that  some 
measure  of  resistance  to  the  orders  of  the  bellig- 
erents will  be  adopted.  What,  sir !  shall  we  con- 
tinue in  session  five  months,  and  do  nothing 
more  than  we  could  have  done  the  first  day  we 
met  1  Is  this  what  is  expected  of  us  ?  Certainly 
'  not.  As  long  as  the  session  continues,  it  must  be 
expected  that  something  will  be  devised.  If  the 
resolution  be  committed,  and  I  am  a  member  of 
the  committee,  I  will  exert  my  little  talent  to  de- 
Tisesome  means  of  resistance.  I  do  not  say  that 
I  ata  competent  to  the  task;  it  is  for  the  gentle- 
iiaan  himself,  with  his  vastlj  serviceable  talents 
and  extraordinary  imagination,  to  devise  some 
•tronff,  energetic  measure,  to  meet  the  sense  of 
ibis  HoUte  and  save  the  nation.  I  can  only  give 
^e  little  aid  my  feeble  talents  will  enable  me  to 


oflfer.  I  have  not  moved  the  amendment  with  a 
view  of  becoming  the  Atlas  of  our  political  world. 
I  am  no  competitor  of  the  gentleman's.  I  moved 
it  as  a  member  of  this  House,  as  I  had  a  right  to 
do.  I  am  not  to  be  driven  out  of  my  course ;  and 
sir,  if  the  gentleman  expects  to  browbeat  meoa 
this  or  any  other  occasion,  he  will  find  he  hu 
mistaken  his  man. 

Mr.  Rhea  expressed  his  wish  that  if  gentlemen 
were  about  to  bring  forth  vast  and  grand  projects 
they  would  nostpone  them  till  the  post-road  biu 
would  enable  them  to  transmit  their  mighty 
plans  throughout  the  nation  with  greater  facilit v. 
The  merits  of  the  proposition  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  of  postponement  till  to-morrow. 
The  session  was  drawing  to  a  close,  and  he  wish- 
ed to  see  the  post  office  bill  passed. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  did  not  wonder  that  the  gen- 
tieinan  from  Maryland  really  felt  the  sitoation  in 
which  Congress  were  placed,  and  the  hiffh  re- 
sponsibility they  owed  the  nation,  when  he  re- 
flected that,  after  a  session  of  four  months,  no  one 
thin^  had  been  done  which  bespoke  any  system 
of  digested  measures.  To  whom  was  the  faoit 
imputable  ?  Whether  there  was  any  fault  in  the 
ease,  was  not  a  question  at  this  time  to  be  dis- 
cussed. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  of  Congress,  had  called 
their  attention  to  the  state  of  our  afiairs,  and 
given  them  ample  opportunity  to  act  on  their 
own  wisdom.  Mr.  D.  quoted  this  part  of  the 
Message :  ^  In  the  state  which  has  been  presented 
^  of  our  afiairs  with  the  great  parties  to  a  disaas- 
*•  trous  and  protracted  war,>carried  on  in  a  mode 
'  equally  injurious  and  unjust  to  the  United  States 
'  as  a  neutral  nation,  the  wisdom  of  the  National 
*  Legislature  will  be  again  summoned  to  the  im- 
'  portant  decision  of  the  alternatives  before  them.''^ 
This  was  the  amount  of  the  recommendation  re- 
ceived from  the  Executive,  so  that  Congress  had 
been  left  perfectly  unrestrained  as  to  the  course 
which  they  might  have  thought  proper  to  pursue. 
The  bill  which  had  passed  through  so  many 
varieties  of  legislation,  Mr.  D.  said,  was  now  de 
cided ;  and  it  seemed  perfectly  proper,  if  anything 
further  was  to  be  done  as  to  our  foreign  relations^ 
that  it  should  receive  a  prompt  attention. 

As  to  the  talk  about  submission  in  doing:  awaj 
the  general  system  of  commercial  restrictions,  it 
might  very  well  proceed  from  those  who  approved 
the  report  of  the  committee  at  the  second  session  of 
the  10th  Congress,  which  had  recommended  the 
trilateral,  triangular,  prismatic  war.  The  ooa- 
tinuance  of  the  embargo  or  war,  had  been  laid 
down  as  the  only  two  alternatives;  and  a  con* 
elusion  had  been  drawn  from  these  premises  that 
the  embargo  must  be  continued— 4ind  yet  at  that 
very  session  the  embargo  had  been  denooiced 
by  some  of  those  very  persons  who  had  voted  for 
that  report  When  the  embargo  was  given  no, 
said  Mr.  D.,  the  principle  was  yielded.  To  talk 
about  submission  now  is  of  no  consequence  to 
the  nation.  It  was  declared  by  a  commiuee  of 
this  House,  in  a  very  elaborate  report,  that  a  re- 
vocation of  the  embargo  or  an  attempt  to  modify 
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ily  was  submissioa.  As  we  hil?e  notwithstand- 
ing,  reoooDced  that  system,  I  am  disposed  to  do 
away  all  the  iDconveoience  of  it  as  respects  oar- 
sdves.  If  it  has  been  abandooed  in  its  main  bear- 
ing, and  all  that  remains  operates  injuriously  on 
ourselres — if  the  recoil  is  more  severe  than  the 
direct  operation  on  our  adversaries,  I  am  against 
the  whole.  If  any  project  distinct  from  this  sys- 
tem can  be  presented,  I  am  desirous  of  seeing  it. 

I  should  hope  that  the  resolution  might  be 
modified,  if  passed,  as  proposed  to  be  amended. 
I  wish  that  it  may  not  be  confined  entirely  to 
Great  Britain  and  France ',  because  other  nations, 
Holland  for  instance,  and  some  of  the  Powers  on 
the  Baltic,  have  adopted  measures  injurious  to 
oor  rights.  I  would  not  pass  a  resolution  implying 
that  we  would  surrender  our  righu  to  any  other 
Power  than  Great  Britain  or  France. 

But,  as  the  subject  is  very  interesting  to  the 
public,  I  should  wish  to  have  the  benefit  of  any 
system  which  might  be  matured  to  relieve  the 
Legislature  from  any  reproach  supposed  to  be 
east  by  the  people  on  it;  and  am,  therefore,  desir^ 
008  that  the  resolution  should  not  be  postponed. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  it  was  not  at  ail  surprising 
to  him  that  any  man  who  could  once  bring  him- 
self to  believe  that  the  non-intercourse,  as  it  was 
called  and  now  practised  on,  agreeably  to  the 
representation  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
BOW  on  the  table,  was  resistance  to  the  two  great 
belligerents,  could  also  bring  himself  to  believe 
that  the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  laws  would 
be  submission  to  them.  But  what  in  fact,  said 
he,  is  the  nature  of  the  proposition  which  it  is 

5 reposed  to'postpooe?  ft  is  proposed  by  me  to 
o  that  immediately  and  beneficially  for  ourselves 
aod  for  the  public,  openly,  in  a  manly,  direct  way, 
which  every  roan  foresees  will  be  done  in  an  in- 
direct one  when  Congress  adjourns.  And,  if  it 
be  more  resistance  to  the  belligerents  to  adjourn 
and  sneak  out  of  this  non-inter6ourse  than  to  re- 
peal it,  so  be  it— but  in  the  merits  of  that  species 
of  resistance  I  am  determined  not  to  participate. 
With  respect,  sir,  to  any  project  which  one  so  lit- 
tle acquam  tea  with  the  course  of  public  affairs  dur- 
ing the  present  Winter  as  myself,  might  besupposed 
capable  of  bringing  forward  in  order  to  support  the 
maritime  rights  of  the  nation  against  the  Euro- 
pean Powers.  I  hope  I  may  be  permitted  to  ob- 
serve, without  any  intentional  disrespect  to  the 
fizecutive,  that  when  he  shall  have  done  that  (I 
do  not  say  he  has  not^  which  the  Constitution 
prescribes  to  him  as  an  imperious  duty,  I  shall  do 
mine— and  surely  it  is  a  sufficient  stretch  of  pre- 
sumption in  meio  propose  to  do  away  that  which 
is  allowed  to  be  mischievous  in  its  operation,  in- 
stead of  attempting  to  build  up  with  materials 
which  are  totally  unfit  for  service,  and  on  ground 
with  which,  from  my  absence  during  the  present 
session,  I  may  be  presumed  to  be  less  acquainted 
than  other  members  of  this  House.  When  the 
President  shall  have  done  that  which  the  Con- 
stitution prescribes  as  his  imperious  duty,  it  will 
be  time  enough  for  me  to  do  mine.  The  Con- 
stitution, after  having  in  a  preceding  section 
given  10  the  President  of  the  United  States  cer- 


tain powers,  in  the  execution  of  which  we  are  to 
presume  he  is  to  be  governed  by  a  sound  discre- 
tion^  ffoes  on  to  use  this  very  strong  and  impera- 
tive knguage.  ^'He  shall  from  time  to  time 
'  give  to  the  Congress  information  of  the  state  of 

*  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration 

*  such  measures  as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and 

*  expedient."  Now,  sir,  it  is  fair  to  take  for 
granted  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
has  done  his  duty;  that  he  has  recommended 
such  measures  as  he  may  judge  necessary  and 
expedient.  What  are  they,  sir?  If  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  who  is  charc^ed  with* 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  whose  knowledge  re-^ 
specting  all  our  foreign  relations  is  perfect  as 
that  of  finite  man  can  be — if  he,  on  whom  (do 
what  you  wilH  the  execution  of  these  measures 
must  ultimately  rest,  has  recommended  no  meas- 
ures as  necessary  and  expedient,  it  hardly  be- 
comes—I will  not  say  a  member  of  this  House, 
but  me,  to  step  in  *^  where  angels  fear  to  tread.'' 
Aod  until  the  President  of  the  United  States 
who  stands  at  the  helm  of  our  Govern  men  t,  shall 
disclose  his  plan  of  operations  to  this  House — 
until  the  eflkient  Prime  Minister  of  this  country, 
who  has  an  almost  omnipotent  control  over  our 
foreign  afiairs,  and  nearly  as  great  over  our  do- 
mestic, shall  disclose  his  sentiments,  it  is  idle  and 
ridiculous  for  members  of  this  House  to  be  pop- 
ping up  in  their  seats  with  shreds  and  patches 
and  disjointed  members  of  systems  which  can 
never  make  a  whole  one.  System  supposes  con- 
nexion and  sympathy  of  parts;  and,  after  giving 
as  much  credit  as  jou  please  to  the  independ- 
ence of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress — I  speak 
now  of  no  undue  influence,  but  of  fair  Constitu- 
tional influence,  and  duty  too — the  members  of 
this  House  cannot  make  a  system  of  foreign 
policy  which  shall  seem  good  in  the  eyes  of  the 
President,  and  which  he  can  execute  beneficially 
to  the  State,  unless  he  be  consulted  in  some  way, 
directly  or  indirectly,  as  to  the  nature  and  extent 
of  that  system.  It  becomes  a  question  whether 
the  direct  influence  of  the  President  shall  not 
supersede  an  influence,  if  such  there  be,  of  a 
worse  kind.  The  President  has  a  great  duty  to 
perform.  I  conclude  that  he  is  unable  to  devise 
any  system,  or  that  he  thinks  none  necessary,  be- 
cause if  he  had  been  Able  to  devise  such  a  system, 
he  would,  as  in  duty  bound,  have  submitted  it  to 
Congress.  There  is  then  no  system.  Far  be  it 
from  me  to  attempt  to  make  one,  especially  out 
of  discordant  materials.  But  surely,  ^ir,  when  a 
law  has  existed  on  our  statute  book  for  months, 
an  acknowledged  excrescence,  I  may  move  its 
repeal.  If  the  non-intercourse  be  this  manly  re- 
sistance which  some  gentlemen  seem  to  suppose 
it,  let  us  have  a  resolution  to  continue  it — let  us 
re-enact  it.  If  not,  let  us  repeal  it  now,  when 
the  merchants  and  planters  may  receive  some 
benefit  from  it.  Instead  of  letting  it  die  what 
may  be  called  a  natural  death  (although  it  will 
die  on  the  sibbet)  at  the  end  of  the  session,  I 
hope  it  will  be  now  repealed.  However  the 
House  may  a^,  no  part  of  the  responsibility  for 
iu  continuance  can  attach  to  me. 
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Mr.  Johnson  expressed  bis  regret  that  a  reno- ' 
lution  bad  been  presented  to  tbe  House  embra- 
cing  a  proposition  wbich  tbey  had  decided  but 
the  moment  before  it  had  been  offered.  He  be- 
lieved that  there  was  not  a  difference  of  opinion 
in  tbe  House  on  excluding  British  and  French 
armed  vessels  from  our  waters.  Independent  of 
this  principle,  the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse 
was  the  only  question  presented  to  his  mind  on 
ihe  question  of  adhering  to  the  amendments  of 
the  Senate.  We  are  afi^in,  said  he,  presented 
^ith  a  proposition  simpTf  to  repeal  the  non-in- 
•tercoorse,  without  the  consolation  of  having  it  in 
our  power  at  the  same  time  to  vote  the  exclnsion 
•of  British  and  French  armed  vessels  from  our  wa- 
ters. That  we  should  have  the  time  of  the  House 


•at  this  period  of  the  session  consumed  in  discuss* 
log  a  proposition  which  we  had  just  before  re- 
jected, I  consider  unfortunate.  Are  we  one  da^ , 
when  a  recommendation  comes  from  the  Presi- 
dent)  and  we  advocate  it,  to  be  told  that  the  in 
dependence  of  the  House  is  encroached  on,  and 
the  next  day,  when  no  recommendation  comes, 
are  we  to  be  told  that  we  are  not  to  act  at  all, 
that  our  hands  are  tied  up  from  attempting  to 
alleviate  the  difficulties  of  <be  nation  1  If,  sir,  it 
is  D^  duty  to  wait  for  the  recommendation  of 
the  rresident  on  everything  wbich  comes  before 
us,  I  have  not  understood  that  duty  which  I 
have  to  perform  to  my  conscience  and  my 
country. 

Gentlemen  may  think  that  the  non-intercourse 
operates  on  ourselves  alone.   Under  that  idea,  per- 
haps this  House  did  by  a  larse  majority  adopt  a 
measure  for  the  repeal  of  me  non-intercourse. 
What  was  the  fate  of  that  measure?    It  failed — 
and  by  this  proposition  the  question  is  again  pre- 
sented:   Will  you  repeal   the  non-intercourse 
without  adopting  any  other  measure  1    Sir,  had 
we  not  better  take  up  the  convoy  bill,  the  only 
measure  we  have  before  us  to  resist  the  edicts  of 
the  belligerents?    Gentlemen  say  they  vrill  not 
submit.    Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  will  we 
simply  repeal  that  non-intercourse  before  we  ob- 
tain a  substitute?     If  not,  let  them  manifest 
their  zeal  for  the  public  good  by  proposing  some 
adequate  measure.    As  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  I  conceive  that  he  has  performed 
bis  duty,  and  that  we  have  performed  ours  in  re- 
vising the  laws  and  endeavoring  to  substitute  a 
better  measure  for  the  non-intercourse.    What- 
ever the  consequence  may  be,  I  shall  always 
vote  against  a  naked  repeal  of  the  non-inter- 
course. 

Mr.  TAYLOR  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  Con- 
gress, when  both  Houses  had  convened  here  at 
the  commencement  of  the  session,  and  received 
notice  that  the  non-intercourse  law  was  unavail- 
ing, that  moment  either  to  have  amended  the 
law  or  repealed  it— and  how,  asked  Mr.  T.,  have 
we  excused  ourselves  ?  The  proposition  which 
came  from  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
and  which  involved  the  repeal  of  that  law,  and 
the  embarrassment  we  met  with  in  relation  to 
that  measure  from  another  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, must  plead  our  excuse  hitherto.    But  tbat 


excuse  raost  eesse,  iknd  we  are  eome  to  this 
point:  tbat  the  law  must  immediately  be  done 
away,  or  we  must  enforce  it.  Shall  we  post- 
pone it  another  day;  to-morrow  and  to-morrow 
and  one  day  more?  It  may  do  here,  but  I  fancy 
in  the  great  body  of  tbe  community  we  shall  not 
be  excused.  One  day  is  of  importance  in  com- 
ing to  a  decision  on  this  subject.  It  is  well 
known  that  with  resf>ect  to  the  non-intercourse 
law  I  have  no  responsibility  on  my  shoulders.  It 
was  not  a  favorite  project  of  mine.  But,  beioff  t 
law  of  the  land,  and  evaded  and  trampled  under 
foot,  converted  to  tbe  advantage  of  the  dishonest 
part  of  the  community,  if  it  be  not  the  duty  of 
those  who  passed  it  to  repeal  it,  it  is  to  enforce  it— 
and  I  want  to  know  what  is  my  duty.  I  believe 
that  resistance  to  the  decrees  and  orders  was  de- 

I)arted  from  at  the  very  hour  you  adopted  thn 
aw.  To  be  sure,  sir,  there  may  be  such  addi- 
tions to  it  as  to  make  it  resemble  the  embargo, 
and  if  so  amended  as  to  deprive- the  belligerents 
of  supplies  and  prevent  them  from  sending  goods 
here,  it  would  be  an  efficient  measure;  but  short  of 
this,  it  is  worth  nothing.  And  because  gentle- 
men have  propelled  themselves  into  Tyber  creek 
t<i  avoid  tbe  rain  and  will  not  come  back,  if  they 
alone  were  floundering  in  the  mud  they  mifht 
stay  there  for  me;  but  it  does  appear  to  me  that 
we  are  trifling  with  the  rights  and  interests  of 
the  people  by  this  way  of  procrastinating  from 
day  to  day  a  subject  of  so  much  importance.  I 
will  say  to  the  House  that  until  the  vote  of 
Saturday  was  decided,  there  was  an  excuse  for 
not  takine  up  the  subject  But  it  ceased  the 
moment  that  vote  was  taken,  and  now  you  muA 
do  your  duty — and  the  people  have  a  right  to  sif 
that  you  must  not  postpone  it  for  a  day  nor  for 
an  hour.  Whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  the 
House,  whether  to  repeal  the  law  or  to  retain  it, 
it  is  proper  they  should  come  to  an  immediate 
determination  on  it,  in  order  that  thd  defoets 
noticed  in  it  may  be  remedied  if  it  is  to  be  con- 
tinued. It  is  proper  that  we  should  change  it 
from  being  a  system  exclusively  favorable  to  the 
dishonest,  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  honest  and 
patriotic  part  of  the  community  who  obey  the 
law,  though  not  compelled  to  do  so,  because  they 
might  creep  out  of  it  with  impunity  to  a  system 
which  shall  benefit  the  fair  trader. 

Mr.  Key  hoped  the  House  would  not  postpone 
the  consideration  of  this  question.    Did  any  g^ 


lygeo- 
ibjecl? 


tleman,  he  asked,  want  light  on  the  sol 
Could  the  House  be  better  possessed  of  it  at  any 
time  than  they  were  now?  Was  the  subject 
new?  No— for  it  had  been  discussed  long  w 
often.  Every  member  of  the  House  had  mwe 
up  hia  mind  on  the  subject.  He  could  not  con- 
ceive by  what  reasoning  the  propriety  of  its  con- 
tinuance could  be  enforced.  Was  the  «on;?'!' 
tercourse  resistance  to  the  belligerents?  li^ 
was,  it  was  a  most  strange  resistance,  ''■'^*?j 
to  the  enemy  and  injurious  to  ourselves.  Ito™ 
appear  to  him^  he  said,  that  the  people  ^ 
waiting  in  anxious  expectation  for  the  rep««» 
the  mea«ife.  and  had  been  so  for  many  ®^"/^ 
If  it  was  to  be  continued,  it  was  incumbent  »■ 
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the  House  immediately  to  enforce  it.  If  it  was 
to  be  repealed,  it  was  as  iocumbent  on  them  im- 
mediately to  act.  It  was  at  present  a  great  evil; 
and  having  no  other  imperatiye  business  to  pre- 
vent its  being  taken  up,  he  asked  how  |^entlemen 
could  justify  themselves  to  their  constituents  for 
one  hour's  delay  of  a  decision. ' 
*  Mr.  Smilie  said  that  he  differed  a  little  in 
opinion  with  the  gentleman  who  had  spoken  last. 
He  said  he  could  tell  that  gentleman  that  the 
honor  and  independence  of  the  nation,  in  the 
opinion  of  his  constituents,  was  of  much  greater 
importance  than  the  repeal  of  this  law.  His 
opinion  of  the  people  was,  that  they  would  fol- 
low the  GoTernment  in  any  measures  necessary 
for  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and  interests  of 
tbi«  country.  He  cared  not  whether  the  ques- 
tion was  taken  up  to-day  or  to-morrow.  He 
should  probably  vote  against  postponement,  and 
then  the  world  would  see  who  was  willing  to  set 
^l  afloat  and  who  was  for  maintaining  the  rights 
of  the  nation. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said  it  was  a  very  easy  mat- 
ter for  gentlemen  to  work  themselves  up  and  at- 
tach great  importance  to  a  subject  to  w^ich 
really  no  importance  was  dde.  It  was  totally 
immaterial  to  him  whether  the  question  was 
taken  np  to-day  or  to-morrow.  What  was  the 
question  ?  Simply  to  repeal  the  non-intercourse. 
Uow  came  that  system  into  operation  ?  asked  Mr. 
A.  It  will  be  recollected,  said  he,  that  it  was 
passed  at  the  heel  of  the  session  before  the  last, 
and  continued  in  force  till  the  session  in  May. 
It  was  then  officially  communicated  to  us  that 
an  arrangement  had  been  made  between  this 
country  and  Great  Britain.  The  British  Gov- 
ernment and  its  agents  here  thought  the  law  of 
some  importance,  and  bottomed  an  arrangement 
on  it.  What  wa%  the  conduct  of  the  Legislature 
in  June?  If  they  had  not  legislated  on  the  sub- 
ject, the  law  would  have  been  gone.  We  iind 
almost  a  unanimous  vote  for  continuing  it  as  to 
France,  who  had  proposed  no  arrangement.  Now 
it  seems  to  be  contemplated  by  almost  every  mem- 
ber, that  the  session  will  not  continue  more  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  days  longer.  If  we  do  not  re- 
enact  the  law,  it  dies  by  its  own  limitation,  and 
we  do  not  ourselves  repeal  it.  There  is  a  j^reat 
difference  between  repealing  the  law  and  letting 
it  die  by  its  own  limitation.  It  would  hold  out 
to  the  world  an  idea  that  we  believed  the  system 
wrong,  that  we  ought  not  to  have  interposed  any- 
thing between  us  and  the  edicts  of  the  belliger- 
ents, If  we  were  to  repeal  the  uon-intercourse 
law  before  we  know  what  measures  are  taken  on 
the  other  side  of  the  water  in  consequence  of  the 
dismissal  of  Mr.  Jackson.  There  is  a  difference 
between  recording  on  our  Journals  absolute  sub- 
mission, and  letting  the  law  expire.  Notwith- 
standing the  abuse  the  system  has  received,  it 
produced  the  arrangement  in  April,  and  has, 
therefore,  been  of  some  effect.  Even  if  I  were 
to  agree  to  repeal  it,  I  should  deem  it  proper  to 
give  fifteen  or  twenty  days'  notice  of  it,  that  no 
advantage  might  be  given  to  any  one  part  of  the 
eoantry  over  another. 


The  question  was  taken  by  yeas  and  nays  on 
postponement  till  to-morrow,  and  negatiyed— 
yeas  57,  nays  59. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Montgomery's 
amendment.  ' 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  really  did  not  distinctly 
understand  the  meaning  of  the  ameodroect  pro- 
posed. He  believed,  as  far  as  the  rights  and  in- 
dependence of  the  country  could  be  maintained 
and  defended  by  law,  they  had  got  nearly  to  the 
end  of  the  tether  of  legislation.  Mr.  R.  said  it 
had  been  no  part  of  his  intention  in  submitting 
that  motion  to  the  House  to  ^et  another  discus- 
sion on  the  subject,  or  an  additional  amendment 
to  the  articles  of  American  independence.  I  hiad 
no  wish,  said  he,  to  present  to  the  House  any- 
thing but  a  naked  proposition  whether  it  would 
or  would  not  repeal  a  law  which  our  own  offi- 
cers have  told  us  as  Air  as  it  has  force  operates 
mischievously,  butwhich  is  in  fact  almost  wholly 
inoperative.  This  is  my  sole  object,  and  I  wish  to 
try  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  question.  For 
tliat  purpose  I  beg  leave  to  accept  by  way  of 
modification  the  words  added  by  the  j^entleman 
from  Maryland,  and  ask  a  division  or  the  ques- 
tion, so  as' to  t^ice  the  q^uestion  first  on  that  part 
which  includes  my  original  motion  ;  and  it  the 
House  do  not  choose  to  repeal  tbe  non-intercourse 
law  (as  it  is  commonly  called,  though  it  consists 
of  two  different  acts)  I  shall  have  the  satisfaction 
of  reflecting  that  I  have  done  my  duty  in  pro- 
posing to  do  away  that  which  I  believed  to  be 
hurtful  to  the  country. 

Mr.  McKeb  said  he  did  not  rise  to  enter  into 
the  discussion  of  this  subject.  He  was  so  un- 
well that  he  could  not  if  he  were  so  disposed;  but 
he  thought  an  amendment  might  be  proposed 
which  would  make  it  more  acceptable  to  himself 
Conceiving  that  to  be  the  case,  he  felt  it  his  duty 
to  move  it.  He  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
*< repealed"  and  insert  "revised  and  amended."  If 
gentlemen  would  turn  their  attention  to  the  his* 
tory  of  this  law,  it  would  be  evident  to  the  most 
superficial  observer  that  the  measure  had  never 
had  a  fair  opportunity  for  trial.  The  very  first 
moment  it  went  into  operation,  an  arrangement 
was  entered  into  with  Great  'Britain  on  con- 
dition that  it  should  be  suspended  as  to  that  bel- 
ligerent. 

The  Speaker  said  that  it  might  perhaps  save 
the  gentlemen  some  trouble  to  inform  bim  that 
his  motion,  being  in  the  nature  of  a  substitute 
for  the  original  motion,  was  out  of  order. 

Mr.  McKee  then  waived  moving  his  amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  Taylor  proposed  to  examine  a  term  which 
was  a  very  favorite  one  with  some  gentlemen, 
and  to  ascertain  whether  thai  term,  as  applied  ta 
the  law  proposed  to  be  repealed,  had  any  mean- 
ing at  all.  I  hear  gentlemen  in  all  parts  of  the 
House,  said  he,  talking  about  resistance,  and  ask- 
inf  whether  we  will  give  up  our  resistance  to  the 
iniquitous  edicts  of  the  belligerents?  Let  us 
examine  the  subject  seriously,  see  the  effects  of 
the  non-intercourse  system,  and  ascertain  wheth- 
er it  does  produce  resistance.    We  complain  that 
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Qreat  Britain's  monopolizing  disposition  has,  for 
years  back,  encroached  on  our  rights.  The  een- 
Ueman  from  New  York  went  centuries  bacK  to 
show  a  disposition  in  Great  Britain  to  hare  her 
merchantmen  the  carriers  of  the  world.  This, 
then,  is  her  policy,  and  in  resisting  that  policy 
we  condemn  our  own  vessels  to  go  to  Amelia 
island,  Madeira,  or  elsewhere,  and  the  British 
carrier  from  Amelia  island  to  Great  Britain  is 
completely  the  monopolizer.  They  ^et  more 
for  the  freight  of  produce  from  Amelia  island 
than  they  would  get  if  they  were  to  come  into 
Philadelphia,  New  York,  or  Baltimore.  You 
give  them  a  monopoly  of  carrying  the  whole 
produce  of  the  United  States  across  the  Atlantic 
at  a  greater  price,  and  under  i^reater  advantages 
than  they  would  have  if  their  vessels  were  al- 
^  lowed  to  come  into  our  ports,  inasmuch  as  they 
would  have  to  compete  with  our  vessels  and  con- 
form to  the  regular  prices.  This  is  the  effect 
which  men  of  business  are  obliged  to  acknowl- 
edge proceeds  from  the  non-intercourse  law. 
What  is  our  object?  To  produce  a  different 
sentiment  in  the  belligerents  towards  us?  Do 
you  suppose  that  by  securing  a  monopoly  of  the 
carriage  of  the  produce  of  the  United  States  to 
Great  Britain,  she  will,  therefore,  be  disposed  to 
act  more  friendly  towards  you  ?  On  the  contrary, 
you  give  her  a  premium  for  her  unlawful  and  in- 
iquitous conduct  towards  you.  The  ruler  of  the 
destinies  of  the  French  nation,  and  of  the  Euro- 
pean continent,  has  his  views,  also,  completely 
answered.  The  policy  of  Bonaparte  is  to  destroy 
commerce.  You  want  to  change  that  policy. 
How  do  you  get  to  work  upon  it  T  By  pursuing 
the  very  policy  he  advocates.  Is  it  resistance  to 
the  belligerent  edicts  to  favor  the  interest  of  one 
Power  and  fulfil  the  views  of  the  other?  Whe- 
ther it  be  the  interest  of  the  French  Emperor  to 
destroy  commerce,  we  will  not  examine,  but  we 
know  that  it  is  his  settled  policy.  Do  you  call 
this  resistance,  sir  7  I  am  at  a  loss  for  words  to 
express  the  strange  confusion  of  ideas  presented 
by  the  reiterated  exclamations  of  "  will  you  cease 
to  resist  ?"  I  might  go  back  and  review  the  fa- 
mous report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Rela- 
tions, to  which  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut 
(Mr.  Dana.)  has  called  our  attention,  (to  the  doc- 
trine laid  down,  in  which  I  still  subscribe,)  to 
show  that,  so  far  from  bein|[  resistance,  the  pres- 
ent non-intercourse  system  is  submission.  Gen- 
tlemen forget  when  they  tell  us  that  this  very 
non-intercourse  did  produce  the  arrangement  witn 
Mr.  Erskine.  We  Embargo-men  think  the  press- 
ure occasioned  by  that  measure  produced  it,  and 
believe  that  it  would  have  been  carried  into  ef- 
fect, if  the  Legislature,  instead  of  countervailing, 
had  not  actually  answered  the  interest  of  the 
Powers  we  were  to  resist. 

See,  sir,  how  this  operates  with  respect  to  our 
imports.  One  certain  effect  produced  by  it  is, 
that  the  Treasury  has  ceased  to  receive  duties  on 
goods,  and  it  is  well  ascertained  that  there  is  not 
a  greater  scarcity  of  British  goods  in  the  market 
of  the  United  States  than  there  was  when  this 
law  passed ;  and  we  should  be  informed  of  the 


cause,  if  we  could  at  once  call  a  witness  from 
Amelia  island  to  tell  us  of  the  thousands  of  bales 
piled  up  there  to  be  smuggled  into  the  United 
States.  We  need  not  go  so  far  for  a  witness,  for 
I  believe  a  contract  to  any  amount  may  be  made 
for  the  delivery  of  goods  which  come  in  in  viola- 
tion of  the  law,  in  any  cellar  or  store  of  Phila* 
delphia,  Baltimore,  dbc.  Not  to  mention  the  loss 
of  revenue,  the  demoralization  of  our  citizens  is 
sufficient  reason  to  repeal  the  law.  It  can  oolj 
be  justified  as  producing  ereat  and  positive  ef- 
fect on  your  adversaries.  I  can  see  no  resistance 
in  it,  but,  for  the  sake  of  argument,  say  that  it  is 
resistance,  let  me  inquire  who  bears  the  brunt  of 
this  resistance  ?  The  eatable  produce  of  the  ag- 
riculture of  the  United  States  will  go  to  the  hat 
markets  in  the  world,  notwithstanding  their  orders 
and  decrees.  Where  are  they?  The  British  West 
India  islands,  and  even  the  island  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, and  some  parts  of  Spain.  They  may  go  a  cir- 
cuitous route,  but  they  still  goto  the  best  market. 
The  cultivator  of  eatable  products  is  not  much 
afifected  by  this  system  of  resistance  ?  The  weight 
of  the  non-intercourse  system  rests  not  upon  bis 
shoulders,  but  I  will  tell  you  upon  whose  it  does. 
The  tobacco  and  cotton  of  the  United  States  are 
not  only  consumed  in  Great  Britain,  or  in  her 
islands,  but  find  a  market  all  over  Europe.  Bf 
the  present  non-intercourse  law,  the  trade  in  these 
articles  receives  the  same  bent  in  the  voyage  as 
other  articles;  but  that  is  not  all.  We  export 
eiffhty-five  thousand  hogsheads  of  tobacco,  of 
which,  but  about  fifteen  thousand  are  consumed 
in  Great  Britain.  We  also  export  something 
more  than  sixty  millions  of  pounds  of  cotton,^ 
which  little  more  than  one*half  is  manufactured 
in  that  country.  The  whole  quantity  of  these 
two  exports  is,  nevertheless,  by  the  force  of  your 
own  law,  propelled  into  that  giiitted  market. 

Is  this  fair,  sir  ?  Flour,  beef,  pork,  and  so  on, 
go  to  the  best  possible  market  they  could  go, 
whether  this  law  and  the  orders  and  decrees 
were  in  force  or  not ;  whereas,  by  your  own  act, 
you  compel  the  article  of  tobacco  to  gQ  ceruinlf 
to  a  fflutted  market.  If  a  coercive  measure  is  to 
be  adopted  and  maintained,  for  God*s  sake,  let  U 
be  a  general  one,  and  do  not  let  the  whole  burden 
of  it  be  imposed  on  the  tobacco  and  cotton  planter. 
Any  man  can  see  that  the  brunt  of  the  battle,  ii 
it  be  a  battle,  if  it  be  resistance— which,  by  the 
by,  it  is  not — is  borne  exclusively  by  the  South- 
ern planter  and  grower  of  tobacco  and  cotton,  u 
there  must  be  resistance,  let  us  have  a  common 
stock,  and  not  impose  the  burden  of  it  exclusively 
on  the  two  classes  I  have  mentioned. 

Some  say  that  these  difficulties  in  commerce 
may  serve  to  encouraf;e  our  Eastern  manufac- 
tures. If  it  be  the  object  of  gentlemen  to  sup- 
port and  encourage  manufactures,  let  them  come 
out  and  say  so,  pass  laws  for  the  purpose,  aiid  not, 
in  this  under-hand  mode,  impose  difficulties  on 
one  part  of  the  community  to  increase  the  wcaltn 
of  the  other.  The  growers  of  cotton  and  tobacco 
will  put  their  hands  in  their  pockets  if  you  require 
contribution,  but  it  is  unfair,  by  this  indirect 
mode,  to  impose  difficulties  and  restraints  upoa 
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Ikem  fat  the  purpose  of  eocoaragiD^  a  differeDt 
class  of  the  commnnUy.  It  is  not  dignified  in 
the  National  Legislature  to  pursue  an  object,  no 
matter  how  laudable,  in  this  indirect  mode.  If 
this  object  is  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature,  there 

Bght  to  be,  at  least,  an  equal  taxation  for  the 
rpose.  It  would  add  to  the  unpopularity  of 
sacn  a  measure  to  say  that,  over  and  above  the 
iaeqaality  of  the  benefit  conferred  by  it,  those 
who  would  bear  it  most,  should  bear  more  yet 
for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  industrjr  of  the 
other  parts  of  the  United  StatcF.  I  wish  our 
maDulaetures  to  prosper;  I  bdieve  our  friends 
across  the  Atlantic  are  aiding  them.  They  en- 
eourege  our  manufactures  in  the  same  way  as 
we  encourage  their  commerce.  We  seem  to  be 
playing  at  cross  purposes  with  each  other.  If 
the  design  in  continuing  the  non-intercourse  is  to 
encourase  manufactures,  all  our  acts  ought  to  be 
open  and  above  board,  and  the  imposition  ought 
to  be  equal  on  alb  parts  of  the  community  to  ren- 
der it  a  proper  measure  to  be  adopted  by  the  Qov- 
emment  or  the  United  States. 

I  conclude  then,  sir,  as  far  as  I  understand  the 
meaning  of  terms,  that  the  non-intercourse  law, 
so  fiir  from  being  efficiet^,  actually  plays  into  her 
hands,  and  adds  to  the  advantages  Great  Britain 
intended  to  derive  from  her  Orders  in  Council 
and  blockading  decrees,  and  that,  as  to  France, 
it  completely  answers  her  views.  It  afibrds  ad- 
Tantages  to  your  enemy  whilst  it  distresses  your- 
self ;  and.  whether  we  are  to  receive  de8j;)atches 
by  the  John  Adams  to-day  or  to-morrow,  is  alto- 
gether unimportant  as  to  the  decision  of  this 
question,  for,  if  it  Is  announced  by  this  vessel 
that  Great  Britain  continues  her  unjust  conduct 
towards  us,  the  continuance  of  the  non-inter- 
eoorse  will  not  make  her  change  her  course.  She 
knows  her  interest  too  well.  She  will  continue 
to  eajoy  the  monopoly  you  have  made  for  her. 
And,  if  France  continues  her  policy,  the  contin- 
«anee  of  the  non-intercouse  will  not  make  her 
change  her  policy,  but  will  further  it.  Reverse 
both  suppositions,  and  there  will  be  still  greater 
Vfopriety  in  repealing  the  non-intercourse.— 
Whatever  tidings  are  received,  you  can  not  go 
wrong  in  repealing  the  non-intercourse  system. 

Some  gentlemen  seem  to  imaffine  that  the  re- 
peal of  the  non-intercourse  should  be  simultane- 
oos  with  the  adoption  of  some  other  measure.  I 
care  not  what  course  gentlemen  mean  to  take 
with  the  public  business.  The  repeal  of  the  non- 
intercourse  would  not  interfere  with  the  convov 
bill,  nor  prevent  us  from  raising  fifty  thousano. 
or  one  hundred  thousand  regulars,  or  equipping 
the  whole  Navv.  On  the  contrary,  I  believe  the 
Teceiving  a  little  money  would  aid  in  the  accom- 
]»iishment  of  either  of  these  objects.  The  ques- 
tion at  last  is,  will  the  House  now  repeal  this 
useless  law,  or  suffer  it  to  expire  bv  its  own  limi- 
tation? Its  immediate  repeal  will  not  compro- 
mit  anv  man  as  ta  subsequent  measures,  but  I 
will  tell  jou,  sir,  what  it  will  do.  It  will  relieve 
the  public  anxiety  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other.  It  will  relieve  the  merchant,  and 
pbnter,  and  agriculturist  too,  from  aa  immense 


burden ;  it  will  relieve  your  citizens  generally 
{torn  the  demoralizing  effects  oi  the  system,  and 
will  add  considerably  to  your  revenue. 

Mr.  MuMPORO. — I  rejoice  to  hear  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  bring  forward  this  motion,  as  I  con- 
sider it  the  harbinger  of  the  removal  of  all  our 
commercial  restrictions,  which  no  one  is  more 
solicitous  to  do  away  tiian  myself;  but  while  I 
am  thus  disposed  to  take  off*  those  restrictions  oc- 
casioned and. imposed  by  the  outrageous  conduct 
of  the  belligerents,  let  us  at  the  same  moment 
extend  the  right  arm  of  protection,  as  far  as  we 
are  able,  to  the  defenceless  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  with  that  view  I  do  most  cordially 
second  the  motion  of  the  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land, (Mr.MoNTOoiiBaT,)  a  motion  that  will  place 
the  question  fairly  before  this  House,  whether  we 
will  maintain  the  honor,  the  independence,  and 
just  riffhts  of  our  country.  Sir,  it  is  high  time 
some  decisive  steps  should  be  taken  in  order  that 
the  people  might  know  what  to  depend  upon.  I 
have  been  uniformly  in  favor  of  the  non-inter- 
course, not  that  I  preferred  it,  but  because  I  would 
not  give  it  up  without  a  stronger  substitute,  and 
wished  it  enforced  for  months  past.  But  if  gen- 
tlemen will  not  consent  to  put  means  in  the  power 
of  the  Executive  to  execute  the  law,  I  have  to 
regret  it,  and  as  I  do  not  perceive  any  real  change 
likely  to  take  place  in  the  conduct  of  the  bellig- 
erents, I  am  now  more  and  more  convinced  that 
our  only  alternative  left,  and  our  true  poiicv  in 
my  opinion,  is  to  resist  by  convoy,  in  the  best 
manner  we  can,  and  carry  on  our  trade  with  both 
of  them.  To  repeal  the  non-intercourse  without 
substituting  the  convoy  system,  will  practically^ 
in  its  operation,  confine  you  to  tne  British  market 
almost  exclusive! Vy^ind  I  would  ask  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Taylor)  where 
is  the  difference  ?  Whether  you  go  to  Fayal  or 
Maderia  or  Amelia  island  entrepot,  or  to  the  mo- 
nopolizing entrepot  of  London  or  Liverpool,  you 
are  still  deprived  from  carrying  his  cotton  ai^d 
tobacco,  to  the  consumers  in  continental  Europe* 
And  as  to  confining  our  trade  to  Great  Britain 
only,  it  is  ail  in  vain  to  say  it  can  be  carried  on 
to  advantage,  when  she  herself  is  daily  straining 
every  nerve  to  introduce  your  commodities  into 
the  very  markets  where  you  as  an  independent 
nation  ought  to  go  yourselves.  Immediately  after 
the  arrangement  with  Erskine  was  known  in  Eng- 
land, down  went  cotton  and  tobacco  and  other 
articles  so  low  that  many  American  merchants 
had  ruin  staring  them  in. the  face,  their  bills  were 
noted  for  non-aecentance  and  the  produce  of  our 
country  so  reducea  in  price,  as  in  ail  probability 
would  not  net  them  ten  shillings  in  the  pound, 
when  all  at  once  the  renewal  of  the  non-inter- 
course revived  their  drooping  spirits,  and  instead 
of  eleven  pence  for  their  cotton,  they  obtained 
from  twenty-two  to  twenty-four  pence  per  pound, 
and  saved  them  from  utter  ruin,  and  put  money 
into  their  pockets.  And  although  it  may  appear 
paradoxical  to  some  gentlemen,  the  roundabout 
entrepot  does  operate  upon  the  English  market 
in  a  certain  deeree  to  increase  their  difficulties  to 
oboiin  our  produce  at  low  prices,  and  having  a 
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«o«Dty  supply  come  into  their  market  at  enormoas 
bigh  prices,  must  iiecessarlly  increase  their  ez^ 
penses  on  the  articles  they  receire  from  us;  and 
every  means  we  can  employ  to  operate  upon  and 
krcrease  their  expense,  wilt  most  likely  tend  to 
procure  us  at  least  common  justice,  and  I  ask  no 
more  from  either  belligerent  But,  say  gentle- 
men, this  operates  on  the  grower  of  cotton.  I  be- 
lieve all  the  cctton  sold  of  the  last  year's  erop  has 
obtained  on  an  average  a  higher  price  than  it  did 
at  any  time  between  the  19lh  April  and  9th 
August,  the  period  of  time  between  the  Brskine 
arran^ment  and  the  President's  Proclamation 
renewing  the  non-intercourse  with  England, 
which  so  completely  overstocked  that  market,  that 
scarcely  any  dales  could  be  made.  As  we  hear 
so  miieh  about  tobacco  and  cotton  reiterated  over 
and  over  again,  let  us  examine  where  it  went, 
when  our  commerce  was  left  free. to  itself  in  1804! 
About  75,000  hhds.  were  exported— 15,000  hbds. 
of  the  prime  quality  is  sufficient  for  the  British 
market,  and  about  60,000  hbds.  of  the  second  and 
third  qualities  went  toother  markets,  A'om  which 
the  Orders  of  Council  and  the  blockade  or  paper 
orders  now  shtit  you  out,  and  if  compelled  to  sell 
in  England,  must  be  done  at  an  enormous  sacrifice 
for  the  benefit  of  the  monopolizers.  In  respect  to 
cotton,  I  have  only  to  repeat  what  I  have  already 
aaidon  a  former  occasion,  that  the  prices  of  upland 
cotton  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  with  much  less 
duties  than  they  pay  in  England,  are,  in  France 
100  cents,  Holland  80  cents,  Denmark  50  cents. 
if  you  repeal  the  non-intercourse  to-morrow  with- 
out substituting  some  plan  by  which  the  conti- 
nental Powers  can  ascertain  that  the  property  you 
eend  there  is  really  and  bona  fide  American,  and 
that  they  can  distinguish  us  from  the  English  for- 
geries, you  cannot  obtain  insurance  for  50  per 
cent.,  even  if  the  vessel  was  in  Bordeaux  river, 
whereas  in  ray  opinion,  if  you  send  them  under 
convoy,  it  can  be  done  at  15  per  cent,  and  perhaps 
less. 

As  this  miserable  money-making  system  ap- 
pears to  have  obtained  the  asoeadeacy  over  the 
fights  and  independence  of  the  nation,  let  us  now 
l^xamine  the  effect  of  the  orders  and  decrees  of 
the  belligerents  on  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Uni- 
fied States,  and  for  this  purpose  I  have  selected 
from  the  lucid  and  comprehensive  report  of  that 
able  officer  who  presides  over  the  Treasury  De- 
partment with  so  much  honor  to  himself  as  weU 
as  to  the  nation,  and  whom  I  hare  known  more 
than  twenty-five  years^  always  as  amiable  in  do- 
mestic life  as  he  \%  deservedly  respectable  in  pub- 
lic life,  and  who  as  well  as  many  other  virtuous 
men  have  had  the  shafts  of  calumny  darted  at 
them  from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other 
kff  anonymous  slanderers ;  for  in  modem  days  it 
teems,  that  if  a  man  can  wield  a  frame  of  types 
^md  lampblack  he  sets  himself  np  for  censor  gen^ 
eral ;  yet  truth  is  eternal,  and  will  ever  rise  tri- 
timpbant  over  falsehood.  Let  ns  now  proceed  to 
the  Secretary's  report  made  to  this  House  on  the 
88th  February,  .1806.  I  have  chosen  the  years 
1602, 1803, 1804,  when  our  commerce  took  its  own 
Baturai  channel,  and  when  there  were  tto  orders 


Bor  decrees  violating  the  lawful  commerce  «f 
the  United  States.  It  appears  by  the  report  thtt 
the  balance  against  the  Uoited  States  between  the 
imports  and  exports  with  Qreat  Britaia  amototi 
to  about  fourteen  millions  of  dollars  per  anniim, 
and  that  the  balance  in  favor  of  the  United  States 
between  imports  and  exports  with  aH  other  coai- 
tries  amounts  to  six  millions  three  hundred  ihoii- 
sand  dollars.  The  net  revenue  derived  from  Sat- 
ports  from  Great  Britain,  six  millions  two  hnt- 
4red  and  twelve  thousand  dollars.  Net  revenoe 
derived  from  imports  from  all  other  oouDtdei 
six  millions  two  hundred  and  fifteen  thoastmi 
dollars.  Thus  far  I  have  extracted  Arom  the  offi- 
cial report.  Let  us  now  make  an  estimate  from 
opinion,  of  some  other  items,  made  up,  it  is  true, 
fVom  no  certain  data,  and  coosequentfy  arbitrtrr 
and  subject  to  error  in  judgment;  but  not  witk 
intention  to  mislead  ;  it  is  however  conceived  to 
be  sufficiently  correct  to  form  an  opinion  froM. 
I  shall  commence  witn  the  carrying  trade, or ^he 
freight  obtained  by  American  vessels  for  trani- 
porting  the  produce  of  our  own  soil,  as  well  is 
the  productions  from  and  to  foreign  countries. 
We  have  heard  so  much  about  this  mighty  stalk- 
ing horse,  commonly  called  by  some  gentleaieft 
the  extran^Mis  Amgus  on  the  body  poKtte  aad 
commercial,  that  we  shail  now  see  wh^er  it  is 
worth  while  %for  the  elder  sister,  (gricaltvre,  to 
abandon  the  young  sister,  her  handmaid,  to  her 
fate^  and  turn  her  loose  upon  the  work!  wittioot 
a  friend  to  foster,  to  aid,  or  protect  her ;  aod  as 
money  appears  now  to  be  the  order  of  the  day,  I 
shall  state,  that  the  probable  profit  on  the  carry  iog 
trade  for  one  year  was  td3,39S^85,  calculated  ea 
the  ofiicial  report  of  the  tonnage  made  up  at  the 
Treasury  Department  for  1804,  by  which  it  ap- 
pears there  was  672,530  toas  of  Americaa  vesseb 
emplojred  for  one  year  in  the  trade  with  ibreiga 
countries,  and  it  is  conceived  that  the  increase  of 
tonnage  since  that  period  will  more  than  compea- 
«ate  for  the  same  number  of  years  preeediai 
1804,  when  it  was  less.  It  is  presumed  that 
about  one-third  of  the  above  tonnage  is  employed 
in  the  West  India  trade,  wh'ioh  is  about  the  prth 
portion  of  our  exports  to  that  quarter  of  the  world, 
and  that  about  three-fourths  of  the  tonni^  '* 
employed  in  the  European  trade,  inckding afro- 
portion  beyond  the  Cape  of  Gk>od  Hope,  say  168,^ 
132  tons  in  West  India  trade,  calculated  only  oa 
two  voyages  a  year-4ome  make  three  voyages, 
but  that  I  will  throw  in  for  conthigeneies;  ave- 
rage freight  at  about  $12  per  ton  for  one  voyag[e 
is  $24,  for  two  voyages  per  ton  for  one  year,  is 
$4,734,168,  say  504,3§8  tons  employed  in  fiaro^ 

San  trade,  and  some  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good 
one.  Those  vessels  trading  to  Burope  generally 
periorm  two  voyaffes  a  year,  and  some  X^ 
voys^es  and  a  half,  atad  it  it  is  nresuiied  that 
those  which  make  two  aod  a  halt  voyages,  will 
more  than  compensate  for  the  one  voyage  a  year 
beyond  the  Cape  of  Oood  Hope.  The  geneitil 
average  3f  freight  to  Europe  was  fonr  pooods 
sterlt^  or  $17  76  cts^  oae  voyage  $35  63  ctt.  w 
one  year,  is  $17,664  cts.  The  char^  to  bede- 
ducted  paid  ia  loreign  countries,  it  is  presumed, 
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will  be  disebargvd  hy  the  retora  freights  (not  in- 
eluded  in  the  above)  and  profits  on  the  return 
cargoes ;  and  the  charges  retained  in  the  United 
States  are  seamen's  wages,  provisions  for  the  ves- 
sels) Americaa  manu^ietared  articles,  mechanics 
and  laborers'  work,  ship  chandierv^  insurances, 
other  contingencies,  and  the  balance  for  ship-own- 
ers' profiu. 

Somegentlemen  have  said  tbef  would  not  pro- 
tect this  extvaneons  trade.  Sir,  1  should  like  to 
know  bow  yon  can  separate  the  property  you  re» 
oehre  from  foreign  nations  in  exchange  for  the 
prodnotions  of  your  own  soil,  Tfor  since  our  oap- 
ittd  has  incFcaaed  we  can  mave  more  money  in 
oarrying  goods  on  our  own  account,  than  we  can 
far  other  nations,)  it  becomes  so  interwoven  with, 
tie  mass  of  your  own  products  that  yon  cannot 
touch  the  one  without  affecting  the  other.  Let 
ns  now  examine  how  this  freighting  btttiness  is 
distriboted-^the  probable  gain  for  one  vear  on  the 
ttansporution  of  $68^461,000  exported  to  all  the 


1  from  the  United  States.  To  England— the 
proportion  for  that  country  is  taken  from  the 
avMum  of  exports,  which  are  about  one-third  of 
the  whole,  and  the  freight  is  in  dollars  ^,46^,061 ; 
to  all  otbcT  eountrtes-^the  proportion  for  all  other 
coan^es  is  likewise  taken  from  the  same  official 
T«|M>rt  of  exports,  and  are  about  two-thirds,  the 
freiffbt  on  which  amounts  to  $14,038,124.  There 
is  also  an  official  item  on  revenue,  arising  as  the 
Secretary  states  from  the  carrying  trade,  and  mak- 
ing altogether  $850,000,  the  greater  proportion  of 
wnieb  is  derived  from  our  commerce  with  conti- 
nental Europe.  Let  us  now  examine  the  pro- 
bable gain  to  the  United  States  on  the  amount  of 
exporu  to  Great  Britain,  #23,380,147:  I  shaU  ea- 
tiottte  it  at  ten  per  cent.,  and  which  is  a  very  lib- 
eral allowance)  as  it  is  doubted  by  many  whether 
it  will  come  up  to  that  rate,  especially  when  we 
take  into  considemtion  that  thei«  is  a  greater  pro- 
ponion  of  failures  amon^^  merchants  who  trade 
exdosively  to  Qhreat  Britain  in  the  produce  of 
oar  own  soil,  than  among  the  same  number  of 
othet  merchants  who  trade  in  the  same  commod- 
ities witb  all  othe^  countries ;  say  ten  per  cent, 
profit  on  exports  to  Qfeat  Britain,  is  #2,330,147 ; 
the  probable  gain  on  exports  to  all  other  countries 
will  be  about,  from  estimation,  fifteen  per  cent., 
and  here  no  account  is  taken  of  the  exchange, 
because  it  has  heretofore  been  against  the  con* 
tineotof  Europe,  (nowtwenty^five  per  oentaganst 
England,)  but  of  late  years  it  has  been  more  than 
compensated  in  their  favor,  and  will  more  than 
make  up  for  the  loss  on  the  exchange  formerly 
paid  by  the  United  States  in  their  remituince 
from  the  Continent^  to  pay  that  constant  drain, 
we  hnve  been  obliged  to  supply,  to  make  up  for 
tbe  balance  of  the  fourteen  millions  of  dollars 
ageinst  us  in  our  trade  with  Great  Brilnin.  The 
amount  of  exports  to  all  countries  except  Great 
Britain^  amount  to  $44^653,344,  at  fifteen  per  cent, 
profit,  IS  #6,698.001  for  the  oKxn  on  that  trade. 
Any  gentleman  who  will  takFthe  trouble  to  add 
ip  those  items,  will  find  the  result  on  the  political 
economy  andnscal  concerns  of  the  United  States 
to  be  as  follows : 


The  Bfitiah  Orders  ef  CooMil  end  paper  blockadee 
opemta  on  the  moneyed  ooneems  of  trade  and  revenue 
of  the  United  8tetas,with  all  othsr  conairie%  as  below» 
$34,169,136  per  anaoin. 

Official  BktimaU, 
Revenue  derired  fitnn  onr  ttmde  with  all  other  conn- 
tries,  except  Great  Britain  -$6,316,000 
Gain  between  imports  and  ex- 
ports        .        .        .        .    6^14^010 

$12,6A0,010 

BaUmMt  by  opinion. 
Prpbable  gain  by  freight        $14,98t,184 
Probable  gain  by  profit  on  ex- 
perts, at  16  per  cent  -        •    6,096,001 

SI,680,1M 

Total      -        .        .        -        .        .$84,169,186 

The  decrees  of  Continental  Enrope  op- 
erate on  Ae  moneved  concerns  of  trsae  and 
revenue  of  the  United  States  vdth  Great 
Britain,  to  amount  of  $10,008,308,  via: 

Official  Estimate^ 
Revenue      -       •       •       -$6,313,000 

E§iimaie  by  opinion. 
Probable  gain  by  fireight        -    7,466,061 
Probable  gain  by  profit  on  ex- 
perts, at  10  per  cent.  •        -    3,830^147 

16^)06,308 

Balance,  showing  that  the  Orders  of  Coun- 
cil exceed  the  decrees  (tf  Continental 
Bumpcbythe  smnof       -        •       -  $18,160^937 

' 1 1 

The  final  result  is,  by  the  above  caloulationa, 
that  the  British  Orders  of  Council  and  paper  block- 
ades operate  on  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  United 
Slates  above*  eighteen  millions  of  dollars  per 
annum  more  than  the  decrees  of  Continental  BO'* 
rope.  All  the  above  calculations  are  made  to 
show  the  importance  of  carrying  the  production* 
of  our  soil  direct  to  the  consumers^  (which,  as  an 
independent  nation,  we  have  an  undoubted  right 
to  do,  contraband  excepted  0  and  I  take  it  foe 
granted,  that  Great  Briuiin  will  not  relax  in  bet 
uniform  studied  system  against  your  commercial 
prosperity.  Her  Minisier  has  most  unequivo* 
cally  told  you  that  His  Britannic  Majesty  will 
not  ceas^  to  maintain  the  right  to  blockade  on 
paper*  It  is  very  true  that  she  did  not  modify  her 
Orders  in  Couaeil,  in  words,  because  she  per* 
ceived  tbat  tbe  enormous  tribute  of  sixteen  cent* 
per  pound  on  cotton,  and  other  articles  of  tho 
productione  of  your  soil  in  proportion,  caused  so 
much,  and  very  justly  so,  too,  of  indignation 
among  the  American  people.  She  then  only 
ehanffed  the  name  from  orders  to  paper  blockades^ 
which,  in  the  operation,  as  it  relates  to  our  prod- 
ucts, is  the  same  thing  in  its  effects.  She  may 
amuse  us  with  Ministers  of  high  rank,  and  pur- 
sue her  old  Maohiavelian  policy,  but  I  have  no 
idea  that  her  monopolizing  system  will  even  allow 
us  to  carry  our  own  commodities  to  Continental 
Europe,  unless  she  discovers  that  we  are  deter- 
mined to  assert  our  just  rights.  We  must  judge 
of  her  as  we  do  of  other  nations— from  her  paat 
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eoDdact  ia  the  history  of  the  world,  and  which 
was  detailed  by  me  a  few  days  ago  in  this  House ; 
from  which  it  did  appear  that  for  the  last  four 
hundred  years  she  had  constantly,  in  succession 
from  that  period  up  to  the  present  day,  commit- 
ted depredations  and  aggressions  upon  the  lawful 
commerce  of  innocent  neutrah ;  and  we  certainly 
have  no  reason  to  think  that  either  of  the  belli- 
gerents will  change  their  systems^  merely  on 
account  of  our  commercial  restrictions.  They 
may  temporize  with  you,  but  I  doubt  much  if  you 
come  to  any  definitive  agreement  with  them. 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  he  was  not  insensible  to  the 
injuries  we  bad  suffered  from  the  non«intercourse 
law,  though  he  was  far  from  viewing  it  as  some 
sentlemen  had  done.  He  said  he  bad  always 
been  disposed  to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  law. 
whenever  it  could  oe  done  on  terms  consistent 
with  the  rights  and  honor  of  the  nation ',  and,  that 
the  Committee  might  have  a  full  view  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  said  he  would  contribute  his  mite;  and 
moved  to  amend  the  proposition  now  under  con- 
sideration by  adding  to  it  the  following  words: 
"And  that  provision  be  made  by  law  for  prohib- 
iting importations  from  Qreat  Britain  and  France, 
or  their  dependencies." 

Mr.  Randolph  accepted  the  amendment,  and 
called  for  a  division  of  the  question,  so  as  to  take 
it  first  on  the  naked  proposition  for  repealing  the 
non-intercourse  law.  He  suggested,  however,  to 
the  Speaker,  whether  there  was  not  a  discord- 
ance between  this  amendment  and  that  offered 
by  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Mont- 
gomery ;)  and  whether  it  might  not  operate  as  an 
ouster  of  that  part  of  the  resolution  ? 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said  that  attempts  had  been 
made  to  divert  the  attention  of  the  House  from 
the  real  question  before  them,  viz:' whether  the 
House  would  now  repeal  the  non-intercourse,  or 
leave  it  till  the  end  of  the  session  ?  For  what 
possible  good  could  it  be  continued  to  the  end  of 
the  session  7  It  was  acknowledged  on  all  hands 
that  it  had  done  no  good ;  and  the  House  had 
been  officially  told  that  it  was  a  dead  letter.  For 
what  purpose,  then,  could  gentlemen  amuse  them- 
selves with  talking  about  resistance,  and  about 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations, 
which  had  declared  that  the  embargo  or  war  were 
the  sole  measures  of  resistance?  Why  embar- 
rass the  question  any  further  ?  The  fair,  honor- 
able, and  magnanimous  course  would  be  to  repeal 
the  law.  It  was  wrong  to  be  so  pertinacious  in 
any  measure  from  which  they  could  not  pretend 
that  any  good  could  arise.  If  the  session  was  to 
continue  only  three  or  four  weeks,  the  refusal  to 
repeal  the  non-intercourse  law  could  only  proceed 
from  the  pride  of  consistency,  or  from  not  paying 
that  attention  to  the  public  interest  which  it  was 
their  duty  to  do.  Mr.  L.  contended  that  no  argu- 
ment could  be  drawn  from  the  arrangement  in 
April  last  in  favor  of  the  non-intercourse,  as  that 
arrangement  had  been  niade  without  authority. 

Mr.McKEE  said,  as  his  former  motion  had  been 
declared  out  of  order,  he  could  get  at  his  object 
by  rejecting  the  proposition  under  consideration, 
and  substituting  another  for  it.    The  only  way  in 


which  Congress  could  act  on  this  subject,  con- 
sistently with  a  respect  for  themselves,  was  to 
repeal  the  non-intercourse  entirely,  or  to  refive 
and  re-enact  it.  It  was  admitted,  tnat,  as  it  now 
stood,  the  non-intercourse  had  no  coercive  iofla* 
ence.  The  question  had  been  taken  into  consid- 
eration at  the  commencement  of  the  session,  aod 
a  measure  proposed,  which  he  had  at  that  time 
considered  as  calculated  for  the  interest  of  the 
country,  which  had  been  denounced  as  not  con- 
taining sufficient  energy.  Even  the  non-inter- 
course was  said  to  be  more  energetic.  That  mea- 
sure which  he  alluded  to,  however,  was  gpne,tnd 
it  was  in  the  power  of  the  House  to  originate  t 
similar  measure.  Mr.  McK.  said  he  wished  now 
to  see  whether  those  who  had  been  in  favor  of  the 
non-intercourse  in  preference  to  the  measure  which 
was  proposed,  would  agree  to  enforce  the  non- 
intercourse  law.  With  this  view,  (should  the 
propasition  now  under  consideration  be  rejected,) 
he  said  he  should  make  the  proposition  he  had 
just  mentioned.  As  to  the  observations  relatire 
to  the  interest  of  the  Southern  country,  Mr.McE. 
said  he  could  inform  gentlemen  that  there  wai 
not  an  individual  in  the  remotest  regions  of  tfiie 
West  but  felt  an  interest  in  the  measures  of  Qor- 
ernment ;  and  that  the  obstructions  to  commerce 
were  as  severely  felt  by  the  planters  of  the  West- 
ern country  as  by  the  farmers  of  the  AtUntie 
States:  they  were  the  growers  ol  the  very  arti- 
cles mentioned  by  the  gentleman  from  South €a^ 
olina.  On  this  subject,  there  was  but  one  wish 
throughout  the  country,  viz :  to  procure  the  repeal 
of  the  British  orders  and  French  decrees.  And 
how  was  it  to  be  effected  ?  Could  it  be  expected, 
if  our  Administration  asked  of  Qreat  Britain  as  a 
gratuity  to  repeal  her  Orders  in  Council,  that  she 
would  do  so  ?  History,  said  he,  gives  a  negatiTe 
to  such  a  supposition.  You  must  show  a  meas- 
ure to  affect  their  interest  before  you  ask  them  to 
repeal  measures  injurious  to  you.  I  regret— most 
sincerely  regret — that  the  measure  which  passed 
this  House  at  the  commencement  of  the  session 
was  not  viewed  in  a  different  light.  If  any  mos- 
ure  can  be  proposed  by  any  gentleman  which 
would  justify  a  hope  that  at  any  future  period  the 
belligerents  of  Europe  will  be  disposed  to  relu 
their  restrictions,  I  shall  be  happy  to  hear  it.  No 
member  can  submit  to  the  present  situation  of 
things.  If  there  be  such  a  man  within  these  wall^ 
he  is  not  an  American,  nor  worthy  the  name  of 
a  citizen ;  for  any  man  who  can  submit  to  the 
right  of  the  belligerents  to  circumscribe  our  oat- 
nral  riffhts,  would,  if  it  was  his  interest,  yield  the 
right  of  self-government.  If  we  yield  up  our  right 
freely  to  navigate  the  ocean,  we  yield  up  oar 
independence.  It  is  a  part  of  our  independent 
to  have  a  free  commerce.  Commerce  is  shackled, 
and  cannot  be  free,  under  the  present  reguladons 
of  Europe.  I  ask  whether  it  is  not  a  duty  which 
we  owe  to  Qod  and  our  country  to  oppose  this 
state  of  things? 

Mr.  Root  said^erhaps  he  had  as  ardent  a 
desire  to  get  rid  of  any  restraint  upon  commerce 
as  an V  member  ;  but  he  was  unwilling  that  our 
vessels  should  be  invited,  for  such  would  be  the 
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ease  if  the  non-intercourse  was  repealed,  into  the 
ports  of  the. rapacious  mistress  of  the  ocean.  Set 
oar  vessels  afloat,  said  he,  and  you  would  invite 
that  rapacious  Government  to  seize  upon  an  im- 
mense property,  and  then,  according  to  custom, 
make  war  upon  you.  I  wish,  however,  that  the 
non-intercourse  should  he  repealed,  and  something 
substituted  in  its  place;  and  with  that  view,! 
have  prepared  an  amendment,  which  perhaps 
the  courteous  gentleman  from  Yireinia  will  not 
receive  as  his  own.  It  is  to  alter  the  resolution 
so  as  to  read  '^  shall  be  repealed  when  provision 
shall  have  been  made  by  law  to  defend  the  rights, 
dbc.  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said,  his  object  was  not  to  waste 
any  more  words  on  this  subject,  but  he  rose  purely 
for  the  purpose  of  clearing  up  a  misapprehension. 
He  said  he  had  understood  a  member  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  Johnson)  to  express  his  regret  that 
this  House  should  have  its  time  consum^  to-day 
in  deciding  a  question  solemnly  decided  only  on 
Saturday,  viz :  Shall  the  non-intercourse  laws 
be  now  repealed  ?  If,  said  Mr.  R.,  I  had  so  under- 
stood the  decision  of  the  House,  on  Saturday,  I 
should  not  have  offered  that  motion.  But  what 
in  fact  is  to  be  gathered  from  the  acts  of  the  two 
Houses  on  this  bill  ?  A  bill  goes  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  which  repeals  the  laws  pro- 
hibiting commercial  intercourse  between  us  and 
the  belligerents ;  it  contains  also  a  system  relat- 
ing to  American  navigation.  The  other  House 
strike  out  the  navigation  system  and  send  it  back, 
and  it  surely  cannot  be  lair  to  infer  that  that 
clause  of  the  bill  to  which  neither  House  took 
exception  contains  a  proposition  which  the  other 
House  has  settled  in  the  negative.  Is  it  not  a 
fair  inference  that,  neither  House  having  ob- 
jected to  it,  both  were  of  opinion  that  these  laws 
ought  to  be  repealed  1  If  this  House  had  been 
of  opinion  that  these  acts  ought  not  to  have  been 
repealed,  they  would  have  stricken  out  the  clause 
wheik  the  bill  was  before  them ;  either  House 
would  have  done  the  same  ;  hut  neither  having 
done  it,  the  inference  is,  that  no  exception  ought 
to  he  taken,  on  this  erouod,  to  a  motion  for  an 
^immediate  repeal,  ^fy  first  act  on  coming  here, 
as  soon  as  the  forms  of  the  House  would  have 
permitted  it,  would  have  heen  to  lay  upon  the 
table  a  resolution  for  repealing  that  system.  A 
hill,  however,  having  for  its  object  the  repeal  of 
the  non -intercourse  system,  was  then  pending 
hetween  the  two  Houses.  It  is  lost,  and  I  again 
present  the  question  to  this  House.  I  present  it 
because  I  deem  it  my  duty  so  to  do.  When  I 
return  home,  if  I  be  asked  why  this  system,  which 
stands  branded  with  infamy  on  the  Treasury 
books,  which  no  man  has  the  hardihood  to  advo- 
cate, is  suffered  to  continue,  if  I  had^  like  other' 
men,  sat  sluggishly  in  my  seat,  and  silently  sub- 
mitting to  it,  I  should  consider  myself  responsi- 
ble for  the  mischief  or  disgrace  resulting  from  a 
continuance  of  it.  The  moment  the  fate  of  the 
bill  which  has  been  lost  was  determined,  I  re- 
lieved myself  from  any  part  of  the  odium  of  con- 
tinuing the  system  wnich  might  have  attached 
to  me.    Gentlemen,  on  the  contrary,  are  anxious 


that  this  glorious  system  should  continue  for 
three  weeks ;  that  we  should  adjourn  and  let  it 
die.  ,  Well,  sir ;  great  is  the  Diana  of  the  Ephe- 
sians !  The  House  has  it  in  its  power  to  do  as 
it  pleases.  If  the  system  be  prolonged,  my  anx- 
iety is,  that  it  shall  be  no  conduct  of  mine,  pass- 
ive or  active,  and  I  hope  to  have  a  direct  vote 
on  the  question.  The  House  can  as  well  act  on 
the  subject  in  one  day  as  in  seven  years.  There 
is  nothing  c2e  novo;  every  man's  mind  is  long 
ago  made  up  upon  it.  If  gentlemen  see  some- 
thing so  charming  in  this  system  that  they  will 
not  give  it  up  tiu  death  do  them  part,  so  be  it. 
With  respect  to  all  the  rest,  as  to  the  amendment 

Proposed,  for  bolstering  npour  independence,  &c. 
have  not  a  word  to  utter.  I  really  could  wish 
that  less  was  said  in  this  House  about  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States.  I  do  not  think  It 
creditable  to  us.  It  looks  as  if  we  had  not  an 
assurance  of  our  independence — as  if  we  doubted 
or  were  afraid  of  some  flaw  in  our  title ;  and  I 
should  be  sorry  to  see  that  spirit  which  dictated 
it  invoked,  not  for  the  purpose  for  which  alone 
it  should  be  called  up,  but  to  answer  the  ordinary 
occasions  of  political  life.  A  great  deal  has  been 
said,  sir,  about  the  spirit  of  seventy-six.  What 
is  it?  A  spirit  which  calls  upon  the  nation  to 
guard  agamst  abuse  in  Government — a  spirit 
which  resisted  the  unconstitutional  and  arbitrary 
measures  of  the  Government  of  that  day,  a  spirit 
which  darts  its  penetrating  eye  always  into 
abuses  of  Government  at  home.  It  is  the  genius 
of  investigation — the  spirit  of  resistance — it  has 
nothing  to  do  with  foreign  prejudices  and  par- 
tialties.  The  very  moment  the  Treaty  of '83  was 
signed,  the  spirit  of  the  American  Revolution 
became,  as  to  foreign  nations,  neutralized.  We 
took  our  rank  amoofir  the  nations  of  the  earth, 
and  stood  upon  equal  ground  with  any  of  them. 
I  am  sorry,  sir,  to  be  hurried  into  these  observa- 
tions; but  I  do  think  that  the  public  mind  ought 
not  to  be  artfully  led  away,  under  a  cry  of  the 
spirit  of '76,from  objects  to  which  that  spirit  would 
direct  us-^the  union  of  military  and  civil  offices 
in  a  single  individual — ^a  tyrannical  Governor 
Gage  at  JBoston,  rendering  tne  military  superior 
to  the  civil  power,  and  protecting  them  by  mock 
trial  from  punishment ;  arbitrary  and  oppressive 
laws,  cuttmg  ofi*  our  trade  to  all  parts  of  the 
world — a  Legislature  turning  a  deal  ear  to  peti- 
tioning citizens.  These,  sir,  are  the  objects 
to  which  the  spirit  of  '76,  and  of  the  Revo- 
lution, naturally  guide  us.  The  moment  you 
invoke  it  to  support  your  independence  against 
Great  Britain  or  any  foreign  Power,  you  do  by  a 
sort  of  ex  post  facto  act  bastardize  your  own  pedi- 
gree—you seem  willing  to  concede  that  we  are 
not  an  independent  people.  The  spirit  of  the 
Revolution  is  invoked  to  induce  you  to  resist — 
what  1  Great  Britain.  Sir.  it  is  not  a  spirit  of 
opposition  to  foreign  nations,  but  a  spirit  of  re* 
aistanoe  to  corruption  and  tyranny  at  home.  We 
want  no  Revolutionary  spirit  to  rouse  us  to  assert 
and  defend  our  right  to  a  place  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth,  but  to  induce  us  to  sift  earefoUy 
and  pertinaciously  every  abuse  of  the  Govern- 
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ment  at  borne.  It  is  not  worth  while  ia  a  foreiffQ 
eoDtest  to  be  repeatioff  our  Declaratioa  of  iDCie- 
pendence.  It  is  a  black  catalogue  of  crimes 
which  never  were  nor  never  can  be  committed  by 
a  foreign  Government  upon  an  independent  State, 
but  by  a  Government  upon  its  own  people,  im^J 
ag^ainst  these  we  ought  to  guard.  Agamst  for- 
eign aggression  we  want  nothing  more  to  sup- 
port our  rights  than  the  spirit  of  ordinary  men. 

Mr.  JoBNSON  repeated  his  former  remarks  that 
the  House  did  vote  upon  a  solemn  argument  that 
they  would  not  repeal  the  non-intercourse,  with- 
out a  substitute,  and  was  again  presented  with  a 
proposition  to  repeat  the  non-intercourse  without 
allowing  him  even  the  consolation  of  voting  at 
the  same  time  for  the  exclusion  of  British  and 
French  armed  vessels  from  the  use  of  our  waters, 
which  provision  perhaps  would  have  passed  by 
an  unanimous  vote  of  the  House.  Sir,  said  he,  we 
were  told  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  when 
our  Treasury  was  full,  that  we  had  our  choice 
either  to  oppose  the  British  orders  and  French 
decrees,  or  to  reduce  the  expenditure  of  our  Gov- 
ment.  If  at  a  time  when  we  misht  have  taken 
this  humble  part,  which  was  submitted  to  our 
choioe,  we  would  not  relinquish  oor  opposition 
to  the  edicts  of  the  belligerents,  I  ask  whether 
we  shall  do  it  now?  The  independence  of  my 
country  is  as  sacred  to  me  this  day  as  when  the 
embargo  was  laid.  I  voted  then  against  taking 
this  humble  part,  and  will  at  this  day.  It  is  a 
libel  on  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  say 
that  they  will  not  resist  the  decrees  of  foreign  na- 
tions. They  have  to  this  day  had  confidence  in 
you,  and  now  are  in  suspense  whether  they  shall 
continue  it  or  not.  We  are  now  called  upon  to 
record  another  argument  in  support  of  these, 
urged  by  those  who  sajr  that  a  Republican  Gov- 
ernment cannot  long  exist.  Sir,  I  will  not  asree 
to  register  a  resolve  Which  shall  speak  that  lan- 
guage. 

Mir.  J.  was  proceeding  when  he  was  requested 
to  give  way  for  a  motion  to  adjourn,  which  was 
carried. 

Tddsdav,  Apfil  3. 

Mr.  Nbwton,  froip  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  biU-for  the 
relief  of  Anthony  Buck;  which  was  read  twic^, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Friday  next. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled,  *lAn 
act  to  amend  the  laws  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia;" to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  Pbabbon  called  for  the  consideratioii  of 
the  following  resolution,  dffered  by  him  on  a  for- 
mer day :         .  ^^ 

*•  Biiikedy  That  a  oommittee  be  appomted  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General  Jamoi 
Wilkiiiaon,  in  relation  to  his  hafing  at  any  time  whilst 
ia  the  service  of  the  United  Statea  coimptly  ^eceiv^d 
BMmej  from  the  Govenunent  of  Spain  or  iu  agents,  or 


in  relation  to  his  having,  during  the  time  aforsttid, 
been  an  accomplice  or  in  any  way  concerned  with  the 
agents  of  any  foreign  Power  or  with  Aaron  Burr  in  t 
project  againat  the  dominions  of  Ihe  ]Sang  of  Spain  or 
to  dismember  these  United  States.  That  the  laid  com- 
mittee inquire  generallj  into  the  conduct  of  the  said 
James  Wilkinson,  as  Brigadier  General  of  the  Amy 
of  the  United  Statee— and  that  the  saidoommitteebtn 
power  to  send  fee  persons  and  papers,  and  compel  Hbrnt 
attendance  and  production,  and  that  they  report  the  le- 
tfult  to  this  House." 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolutioi, 
84  10  16. 

Mr.  Love  called  for  a  division  of  the  qnestioo. 
so  as  to  take  it  separately  on  the  two  branches  of 
tl^e  resolution.  Though  he  should  vote  agiiost 
the  whole,  he  said  he  should  like  to  hear  any  ir- 
guments  by  which  the  House  could  be  justified 
in  making  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Qeoend 
Wilkinson  in  relation  to  the  Army. 

Mr.  Pearson  said  it  was  immaterial  to  him 
how  the  resolution  was  dissected.  His  object,  be 
said,  was  a  fair  investigation  into  the  conduct  of 
this  mauj  who  held  so  high  a  station  under  the 
Government  of  the  country.  As  to  the  inquiry 
had  on  the  first  part  of  this  resolution,  he  con^d- 
ered  it  a  mere  nothing.  Since  that  time,  too,  far- 
ther  light  had  been  thrown  on  the  subject  As 
to  the  other  part  of  the  resolution,  which  had 
been*  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  the  HoQse 
had  not  the  power  to  make  the  inquiry,  Mr  P. 
said  he  was  of  bpinion  that  it  was  competent  to 
the  House- to  make  the  inquiry,  if  it  was  not  made 
by  ao/bther  authority.  Perhap3  the  best  answer 
to  the  remark  would  be  the  question :  If  they 
had- not  power  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  a 
Greneral,  had  they  the  power  to  inquire  into  the 
state  of  the  Army  and  to  the  causes  which  had 

£roduced  mortality  in  it  ?  As  far  as  he  should 
e  concerned  in  the  business,  in  any  way,  Mr.  P. 
said  he  should  endeavor  to  act  without  prejudice 
to  the  officer. 

Mr.  doiNCY  expressed  his  surprise  at  the  gen- 
tleman's calling  tot  a  division  of  the  question, 
when  -he  had  expressed  his  intention  to  vote 
against  the  whole. 

Mr.  Love  said  it  was  quite  sufficient  for  him  if 
he  could  satisfy  himself  and  the  House  of  the 
propriety  of  his  conduct  without  satisfying  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts.  He  had  called 
for  a  division  of  the  question,  because  on  the  first 
point^'an  inquiry  had  already  been  made  by  the 
most  proper  authority.  The  second  part  of  the 
resolution  went  to  invade  the  province  ^f  the  Ex- 
ecdtive,  who  was  responsible  for  continuing  in 
office  an  officer  guilty  of  the  impropriety  alleged. 
Gentlemen  might  vote  for  either  member  of  the 
resolution  and  yet  not  for  the  whole. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  that  this  was  an  inquiry  which 
the  nation  expected,  and  indeed  had  long  demand- 
ed at  their  hands,  I  know  it  has  been  said  (ob- 
served Mr.  P.)  that  we  have  no  right  to  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  Army  of  the  dnited  States.  1  have  reflected 
on  the  subject  considerably,  and  have  made  up 
my  mind  that  this.  House,  as  the  grand  inquest 
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of  the  nation,  have  a  right  to  make  this  inquiry. 
1  might  ask'  gentlemen  to  reflect  what  has  been 
done  hy  legislative  bodies  in  other  countries. 
What  was  done  by  the  House  of  Commons  in 
England  in  relation  to  the  Duke  of  York,  who 
was  the  Commander-in-Chief,  and  second  son  of 
the  Monarch  ?  An  inquiry  h^d  been  had  into  his 
conduct  as  Commander-in-Chief,  for  speculating 
in  commissions.  His  whole  conduct  was  partic- 
ularly inquired  into,  and  they  went  so  far  as  to 
scrutinize  not  only  nis  public  conduct,  but,  con- 
nected with  it,  his  private  conduct  also.  Sup- 
pose the  Duke  of  York  had  been  charged  with 
b&uf  a  traitor  to  his  country  and  receiving  a 
pension  from  a  foreign  Government  ?  If  they, 
a  legislative  body,  could  brin^;  before  the<n  the 
son  of  a  King  to  answer  for  his  conduct,  shall  it 
be  said  that  we  cannot  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  the  Commander-in-Chief?  Suppose  General 
Wilkinson  had  been  accused  of  squandering  the 
money  of  the  country — and  I  believe  it  is  a  fact 
that  he  has  received  and  yet  holds  money  of  the 
United  States  to  the  amotint  often  or  twelve  thou- 
sand dollars — should  we  not  have  a  right  to  in- 
quire into  his  conduct?  I  believe  our  power  is 
as  extensive  as  that  of  the  British  Efouse  of 
Commons,  and  the  King  of  England  dared  not 
object  to  naving  his  son  called  before  them  to 
answer  for  his  conduct.  I  hope  never  to  hear 
it  ^id  on  this  floor,  when  the  commander  of  an 
army  is  accused  of  being  a  foreign  pensioner,  that 
this  House  has  not  the  power  to  make  an  inquiry 
into  facts.  I  hope  we  shall  not  establish  a  pre- 
cedent in  this  country,  which  shall  leave  to  the 
Hoase  of  Representatives  less  power  and  inde- 
pendence than  the  House  of  Commohs  has  in 
Great  Britain.  If  we  have  not  the  absolute  power 
of  renK>ving  the  Commander-in-Chief,  we  have 
aright  to  request  the  President  of  the  United 
States  that  he  would  at  once  exercise  the  Con- 
stitutional power  of  removing  him ;  and,  if  he 
does  not  remove  him,  we  have  the  power  to  say 
that  there  shall  be  no  longer  an  army  with  a  com- 
mander at  its  head.  If  the  Executive  did  not  do 
its  duty  in  removing  the  oflScer,  we  should  in  such 
case  do  ours  by  abolishinsr  the  office. 

If  we  refuse  making  this  inquiry,  sir,  it  will  be 
a  severe  hlow  at-  the  poweir  of  this  Hoilse.  I  call 
the  attention  of  gentlemen  to  what  has  been  done 
heretofore  by  the  House  on  this  subject.  No  in- 
qoiry  has  been  instituted  by  the  House ;  an  in- 
quiry was  instituted  to  be  sure,  the  result  of  which 
is  known.  It  will  be  recollected  that,  by  a  special 
resointioD  of  the  House,  a  gentleman,  then  a  del- 
Mjate  from  the  Territory  of  Orleans  (Mr.  Daniel 
Clarke)  was  called  upon  to  state  his  knowledge 
in  relation  to  General  Wilkinson's  former  con- 
nexion with  the  Spanish  Government.  He  did 
make  a  statement,  which  was  sent  by  this  House 
to  the  Executive,  but  never  laid  before  the  court 
of  inquiry  as  a  court  of  inquiry ;  it  could  not  be, 
beeaase  it  was  not  taken  according  to  the  rule^ 
of  evidence  prescribed  in  such  cases.  Mr.  Clarke 
was  summoned  before  the  court  of  inquiry,  but 
did  not  think  proper  to  attend.  It  is  well  known 
also  that  certain  other  papers  were  submitted  to 
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the  House  by  Mr.  Clarke,  which  were  read  and 
printed,  and  are  now  in  possession  of  the  House; 
and,  as  they  are  before  us,  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  call  the  recollection  of  gentlemen  to  them.  If 
the  House  went  so  far  as  to  call  upon  any  person' 
for  information  on  the  subject,  it  was  a  partial 
inquiry.  If  we  have  not  the  power  to  inquire  by 
a  select  committee,  we  have  no  power  to  inquire 
at  all ;  and  yet  we  have  inquired  partially  into 
the  subject.  [Mr.  P.  read  some  of  the  documents 
heretofore  submitted  to  Congress,  making  a  feW*' 
comments  on  them.] 

These  papers,  said  he,  are  before  the  House  and' 
the  nation — and  I  would  ask  whether,  when  we 
have  this  evidence  staring  us  in  tie  face,  (which 
if  true,^  makes  Wilkinson  a  Spanish  pensioner,)' 
they  will  say  we  have  no  riffht  to  make  the  in- 
quiry ?  Sir,  it  is  due  to  the  character  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  our  Arnyr,  as  well  as  to  our- 
selves, that  the  inquiry  should  be  made.  If  Dan- 
id  Clarke  is  perjured  and  has  told  an  untruth,  let 
it  be  known  to  the  world  that  what  he  has  said  is 
n6t  true.  Mr.  Clarke  was  in  a  situation  in  which' 
he  could  have  known  the  fact,  if  it  was  true.  If 
the  facts  stated  \fy  Mr.  Clarke  are  true.  General 
Wilkinson  ought  not  to  hold  his  commission  an 
instant.  And,  if  the  President  was  satisfied  of  the' 
facts,  and  did  not  remove  him,  I  would  impeach 
him.  If  he  was  satisfied  that  an  officer  in  the 
Army  was  a  Spanish  pensioner,  and  did  not  re- 
move him,  he  ought  be  impeached ;  and  in  this 
opinion  every  one  would  join.  The  man  who 
would  sufier  the  President  uniioticed'  to  do  so,  is 
unworthy  a  seat  in  this  House. 

I  have  not  been  inattentive  to  the  course  of 
proceedings  in  this  case  since  I  have  had  a  seat 
on  this  floor.  So  far  as  I  have  had  access  to 
papers.  I  have  examined  them  with  some  atten- 
tion. It  would  be  scarcely  possible  for  me  to  hold 
a  seat  on  this  floor,  under  the  idea  that  Congress^ 
could  not  inquire  into  this  subject.  Is  this  in- 
quiry to  be  instituted  from  suspicion  merely? 
Does, it  originate  in  personal  enmity?  I  hope 
not.  I  have  no  acquamtance  with  the  Comman- 
der-in-Chief; but  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  remain 
on  Ms  floor  and  shot  my  eyes  to  the  facts  pre- 
sented to  this  House  and  to  the  nation  respecting 
him.  And,  sir,  shall  we  remain  quiet  and  uncon- 
cerned, when  many  men  do  not  hesitate  to  believe 
that  this  man  has  been  a  Spanish  pensioner  for 
many  years,  and  he  is  still  sufiered  to  be  Com- 
mander of  our  Army  1  Ought  he  not  to  have  an 
opportunity  to  wipe  away  these  stains  and  these 
suspicions  ?  This  object  cannot  be  accomplished 
by  a  court  of  inquiry  composed  of  officers  who 
are  under  his  control.  It  will  be  no  inquiry  un- 
less instituted  by  this  House  and  probed  to  the 
bottom.  I  do  hope  therefore  that  those  gentle- 
men who  are  opposed  to  this  inquiry  (for  some  it 
seems  there  ar^)  will  state  their  reasons.  The 
Commander  of  your  Army  ought  to  be,  like  Cs- 
sar's  wife^  not  only  pure,  but  unsuspected. 

This,  sir,  is  not  the  business  of  a  day.  Not 
only  have  facts  been  stated  to  this  House,  but 
they  have  gone  abroad  amongst  the  people,  and 
their  suspicions,  like  those  of  Washington  in  his 
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dar,  are  "  wide  awake."  Even  ooe  of  his  own 
officers  has  stigmatized  him  as  a  traitor,  liar,  and 
scoundrel,  and,  when  summoned  to  answer  for 
bis  conduct,  undertook  to  prove  it  before  the  court. 
He  was  sentenced  to  be  suspended  for  one  year 
and  lo  lose  his  pay  for  that  time,  and  it  was  re- 
commended by  the  court  which  sentenced  him, 
that  his  punishment  should  be  mitigated  !  What 
can  be  the  situation  of  an  army  in  which  such 
allegations  against  the  Commander-in-Chief  are 
so  slightly  punished  ?  The  officer  ought  to  have 
been  cashiered  if  he  had  said  that  which  was  not 
true.  If  the  Commander-in-Chief  be  suffered  to 
remain  in  office  when  treated  thus,  your  Army 
will  not  be  wor^b  a  straw.  What  will  the  nation 
and  the  world  think  of  it  ?  We  ought  not  to  shut 
our  eves  any  longer  on  the  subject ;  we  cannot. 
We  shall  be  guilty  of  a  neglect  of  duty  if  we  do. 
It  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  people  that  the  inquiry 
should  be  instituted,'  that,  if  true,  his  guilt  may 
be  proclaimed — if  false,  that  he  may  be  reinstated 
in  the  confidence  of  the  people.  It  is  equally  due 
to  him  as  to  the  people  that  we  should  pass  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  R^EA  said,  as  he  had  voted  against  consid- 
ering the  resolution,  and  meant  eventually  to  vote 
against  its  passage,  he  would  state  the  reasons 
why  he  did  so.  As  to  the  Duke  of  York  and 
his  mistresses.  Mr.  R.  remarked,  we  have  nothing 
to  do  with  them.  We  have  a  Constitution  in 
writing,  by  which  we  are  to  be  guided.  The 
proposition  is  true,  that  if  the  President  thinks 
General  Wilkinson  a  Spanish  pensioner,  and  does 
not  remove  him,  he  ought  to  be  impeached.  But 
it  unfortunately  happens  that  it  is  a  hypothetical 
proposition.  Ii  the  moon  were  to  come  in  t;on- 
tact  with  the  earth,  we  should  have  a  dreadful 
crash  indeed  ;  but  all  depends  on  if,  I  was  wit- 
ness long  ago  to  a  discussion  on  this  subject  in  the 
House  of  Representatives.  I  was  then  against 
doing  anything  in  it,  and  was  for  leaving  it  to  that 
tribunal  in  which  the  Constitution  has  placed  it. 
There  can  be  no  object  for  which  we  can  make 
the  inquiry,  unless  for  impeachment.  If  not  to 
that  end,  we  are  spending  time  improperly.  It 
is  as  to  us,  unless  impeachment  be  in  view,  coram 
non  judice.  Impeachment  is  confined  to  civil 
officers;  there  is  no  power  given  to  Congress 
to  im.peach  a  military  officer.  Until  it  be  made 
appear  that  we  have  the  power  to  impeach  the 
Commander-in-Chief,  I  must  continue  to  vote 
against  the  inquiry  in  every  branch  of  it. 

The  President  will  not  be  obliged  to  pay  any 
sort  of  attention  to  what  we  may  do  in  the  case, 
because  we  are  stepping  out  of  our  Constitutional 
powers  and  taking  up  business  with  which  we 
have  nothing  to  do.  A  court  of  inquiry  cannot 
admit  testimony  not  legally  taken — and  do  we 
not  know  that  when  Daniel  Clarke  was  called 
before  the  court  of  inquiry,  he  refused  to  appear 
before  that  tribunal  ?  There  was  an  opportunity 
ofifered  to  his  accusers,  a  Constitutional  legal 
court,  and  they  refused  to  appear.  I  shall  there- 
fore vote  against  any  co:  parte  investigations  by 
this  House. 

Mr.  HoLLANO  said  he  had  no  doubt  that  the 


House  could,  in  the  exercise  of  its  Constitutional 
functions,  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  that 
its  orders  would  be  obligatory.  But,  if  the  Hoase 
had  not  cognizance  of  the  conduct  of  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, of  what  avail  would  be  the  or- 
ders of  the  committee  in  relation  to  him  ?  Per- 
sons so  disposed  would  pay  no  kind  of  respect  to 
the  orders  of  the  House,  because  the  House  has 
no  power  to  proceed  to  try  the  issue  on  the  caie. 
It  is  not  pretended,  sir,  (said  Mr.  H.)  that  we  caa 
impeach  this  officer.  But  it  has  beeii  said  that 
this  power  of  inquiry  has  been  exercised  by  the 
House  of  Commons  in  many  cases.  Has  this 
House  ever  attempted  to  impeach  a  military  offi- 
cer? No,  I  am  told ;  but  it  is  very  comraoo  in 
England  !  Sir,  when  the  gentleman  attempts  to 
show  from  precedent  in  other  countries  that  we 
have  power,  let  him  look  at  the  Con^tution, 
which  points  out  a  different  course  for  our  con- 
duct. The  officers  of  the  Army  are  to  be  tried 
for  misconduct  by  the  rules  and  articles  of  war; 
and  it  will  be  recollected  that  the  President  bat 

Proceeded  in  the  inquiry^  aiid  that  officers  hare 
een  appointed  to  hold  it.  It  is  said  however, 
that  it  was  a  mere  mock  trial.  If  gentlemen  bare 
no  confidence  in  the  constituted  authorities,  it  is 
no  reason  why  they  should  violate  the  Coostitu- 
lion  by  investigating  a  subject  exclusively  com- 
mittea  to  others.  The  Inc^uiry  was  constitution- 
ally made.  It  was  said.  I  recollect,  that  a  court 
martial  had  not  power  to  compel  the  attendance 
of  any  other  than  military  men.  It  was  proposed 
to  remedy  this  defect,  and  make  the  law  as  broad 
as  possible,  so  that  this  military  court  should  hare 
power  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 
Gentlemen  in  favor  of  the  inquiry  (strange  to 
tell !)  oppose  the  bill.  Whose  fault  then  is  it  that 
a  full  inquiry  was  not  made  ?  As  to  the  pap^r^ 
which  have  been  read,  they  were  equally  as  well 
known  to  Washington  and  Adams,  as  they  are 
to  us ;  and  if  blame  could  attach  because  General 
Wilkinson  has  not  been  removed,  they  are  equally 
implicated  in  it.  It  is  sufficient  for  this  House  to 
exercise  its  own  Constitutional  powers.  The  mo- 
ment we  step  over  them,  we  run  into  error.  « 
is  unfortunate  that  a  disposition  has  been  exhib- 
ited so  often  to  step  out  of  our  powers.  How  can 
we  try  Gfeneral  Wilkinson  if  we  cannot  punish 
him  ? 

Mr.  McKiM  said,  he  had  voted  against  the  con- 
sideration of  the  resolution,  and  should  finallr 
vote  against  it,  under  the  impression  that  all 
the  in^rmation  which  this  House  had  received 
had  been  in  the  possession  of  General  Wash- 
ington, Congress,  and  the  Heads  of  Depart- 
ments, several  years  ago  j  that  many  sessions  oi 
Congress  had  since  taken  place,  in  the  cou^fi 
of  which  it  had  not  been  taken  up  or  invesUgatw. 
He  had  been,  therefore,  under  the  impression 
that  Congress  had  not  supposed  the  information 
to  be  of  that  kind  which  would  warrant  them  m 
spending  their  time  in  considering  tl*«  ^**^J^f ' 
M.  M.  said,  he  would  be  glad  to  know  from  tne 
honorable  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  or 
any  other,  whether  any  recent  information  na 
been  received,  anything  which  was  not  alrcaay 
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known  to  Confiress.  If  there  was,  he  said,  there 
was  no  man  who  would  more  readily  than  him- 
self so  into  the  inquiry.  This  was  a  moment  of  too 
mocn  importance  for  them  to  spend  their  time  in 
fruitless  inquiry,  and  that  too  without  proper  testi- 
mony. Unless  some  recent  evidence  nad  ap- 
peared, Mr.  M.  said,  he  should  continue  to  vote 
against  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Smilie  remarked  that  he  certainly  might 
honestly  say  that  he  entertained  no  prejudice  for 
or  against  General  Wilkinson ;  but  the  first  ques- 
tion to  decide  was,  whether  what  was  now  pro- 
posed to  be  inquired  into  came  properly  within 
the  scope  of  the  powers  vested  in  the  House.  I 
was  surprised  very  much  indeed,  said  Mr.  S.,  to 
hear  a  gentleman  so  well  informed  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Connecticut  f Mr.  Pitkin)  quote  to  qs 
the  conduct  of  the  British  House  of  Commons  in  a 
somewhat  analogous  case.  Surely,  sir,  that  gen- 
tleman knows  that  the  powers  of  the  House  of 
Commons  and  this  House  are  very  different  indeed. 
What  is  the  situation  of  the  House  of  Commons  ? 
If  we  look  back  as  far  only  as  the  reign  of  the  Tu- 
dors.  we  shall  find  the  House  of  Commons  scarcely 
to  possess  any  power  but  that  of  granting  money 
to  the  Crown.  Until  the  reign  of  James  I.,  the 
House  of  Commons  were  in  this  feeble  state. 
They  then  saw  the  danger  the  public  liberty  was 
in.  and  found  it  necessary  to  assume  powers 
wnich  they  had  never  claimed  before.  They 
made  claim  after  claim,  and  extorted  power  from 
the  Crown,  till  the  contest  for  power  ended  in  a 
civil  war,  the  Crown  contending  to  preserve  its 
prerogative,  and  the  Commons  to  extend  their 
powers  and  privileges.  The  truth  is,  that  the 
House  of  Commons  have  extorted  from  the 
Crown  the  ^reat  powers  which  they  now  possess. 
They  exercise  such  powers  as  they  have  acquired. 
But  it  will  be  remembered  that  the  House  of 
Commons  is  a  Legislature  possessing  unlimited 
powers — powers  over  the  constitution  itself.  Is 
that  the  case  with  this  House  1  What  are  our 
powers  ?  They  are  just  such  as  the  Constitution 
has  conferred  upon  us,  and  no  others.  This  is  not 
the  day  to  dispute  whether  the  Constitution  has 
vested  in  this  House  all  powers  necessary  for 
the  advantage  and  benefit  of  the  community. 
This  is  neither  the  time  nor  place  to  decide  that 
question.  We  are  to  walk  within  the  powers  of 
tne  Constitution,  and  exercise  no  powers  not 
Tested  by  it.  Let  us  look  for  our  powers;  for 
we  are  not  to  assume  powers  by  con:itruction. 
fMr.  Smilie  quoted  the  Constitution  for  the  enu- 
meration of  the  powers  delegated.]  These  pow- 
ers, said  he,  we  have  a  right  to  exercise;  we  nave 
not  a  right  to  exercise  any  other.  Now,  sir,  will 
any  gentleman  show  me,  amongst  these  powers, 
any  such  power  as  that  nowproposed  to  be  exer- 
cised ?  It  cannot  be  done.  This  then  is  a  power 
not  vested  in  us ;  it  is  vested  in  another  depart- 
ment of  the  Government. 

As  to  all  the  papers  which  have  been  read,  sir, 
we  have  heard  them  long  ago;  but  I  roust  con- 
fess it  would  require  better  testimony  than  that 
of  Daniel  Clarke  to  induce  me  to  consent  to 
eonvict  any  man.    He  was  here  upon  the  spot ; 


General  Wilkinson  was  here  ;  a  court  of  inquiry 
was  appointed ;  Mr.  Clarke  shrunk  from  the  in- 
quiry. And  as  all  these  charges  were  exhibited 
to  General  Washington  aeainst  Wilkinson,  al- 
though I  voted  to  consider  the  resolution,  I  shall 
vote  against  it.  I  am  compelled  to  do  so  when  I 
reflect  on  the  oath  I  have  taken. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  he  could  not  commence  his 
observations  on  this  subject  with  the  expression 
of  the  same  sentiment  as  had  fallen  from  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania.  I  will  not  say  (ob- 
served he)  that  I  have  a  prejudice  on  the  subject, 
but  I  have  formed  a  judgment,  founded  upon  cir- 
cumstances  which  have  passed  before  me,  and 
upon  testimony  which  has  come  to  my  knowledge 
in  and  out  of  the  House,  most  unfavorable  to  the 
character  whose  conduct  it  is  proposed  to  inquire 
into.  And,  if  the  vote  which  I  shall  give  on  this 
subject  did  not  in  some  measure  seem  to  conflict 
with  this  sound  impression,  I  should  not  trouble 
the  House  with  any  observations  on  this  subject. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  the  soundest  and  best  mode 
by  which  we  could  come  to  a  correct  conclusion 
on  this  subject  would  be  neither  to  take  books 
published^  or  affidavit,  or  newspaper  publication, 
or  say  so,  of  that  man  or  the  other.  It  is  our  duty 
to  inquire  into  the  principle  we  adopt,  if  we  pass 
the  resolution.  It  is  true  that  in  Great  Britain 
the  House  of  Commons  do  take  upon  themselves 
to  make  such  inquiries ;  but  it  is  a  course  which 
I  hope  never  will  be  adopted  by  the  Government 
of  this  country— it  is  there  adopted  under  the 
maxim  that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong.  The 
Executive,  this  House,  the  Senate,  each  has  its 
appropriate  orbit,  and  a  high  responsibility  to  the 
nation ;  and  it  is  improper  that  this  House  should 
step  in  and  assume  the  responsibility  which  the 
President  of  the  United  States  owes  to  this 
House  and  to  the  nation. 

I  have  heard  gentlemen  in  favor  of  this  resolu- 
tion asked  to  put  their  finger  on  the  letter  of  the 
Constitution  by  which  we  profess  to  aet..  I  have 
not  heard  the  request  complied  with.  I  have  in- 
deed heard  from  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut, 
what  I  would  call  begging  the  question,  viz :  that 
out  of  this  resolution  an  impeachment  of  the 
President  of  the  United  Stales  might  grow.  The 
object  we  profess  to  seek  into  is  an  inquiry  into 
the  conduct  of  Gen.  Wilkinson.  If  the  President 
of  the  United  States  has,  in  his  responsible  duty 
with  respect  to  this  officer,  kept  him  in  public 
employment,  when  it  would  be  infamy  to  coun- 
tenance him,  why  not  in  the  resolution  itself  de- 
clare your  object,  and  why  go  round  about  in 
this  indirect  mode  to  declare  an  object  which 
does  not  appear  on  the  face  of  it? 

Again,  it  has  been  said,  that  out  of  this  inquiry 
might  grow  laws  respecting  the  Military  Estab- 
lishment 5  because,  disliking  the  officer,  if  he  was 
not  removed,  we  might  put  down  the  office.  This 
again  is  stepping  in  between  the  Executive  of 
the  United  States  and  his  duty,  and  throwing 
ourselves  as  it  were  as  a  shield  between  him  and 
his  responsibility,  which  this  House  is  about  to 
deprive  him  of.  Who  ever  heard  that  upon  a 
law  on  a  general  subject  the  House  sent  from 
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one  eod  of  the  contiDeDt  to  another  for  proof  of  a 
particular  fact,  which  was  to  direct  them  in  the 
^neral  concern?  These  arguments  will  not  hear 
examination. 

I  will  say,  sir,  that  if  there  was  a  Constitu- 
tional power  in  this  House  of  |[etting  rid  of  this 
officer,  I  for  one  would  most  willingly  aet  rid  of 
him.  He  is  a  mill-stone  ahout  our  necKs;  but  I 
will  not  take  upon  myself  the  responsibilitjr  for 
his  conduct.  I  know  where  the  responsibility 
rests.  The  nation  knows  where  it  rests,  and 
this  surreptitious  mode  of  taking  measures  for 
which  we  are  not  responsible,  as  in  the  law 
abont  which  we  talked  a  great  deal  yesterday — 
this  erecting  the  House  into  a  caucus  for  doing 
the  best  we  c^n  for  the  country,  when  the  Con- 
stitutional organs  choose  to  be  silent  or  refuse 
to  do  their  duty,  is  a  dangerous  principle,  and 
goes  upon  the  maxim  that  the  Kme  can  do  no 
Wrong.  '  1  hold  the  President  responsible  for  con- 
tinuing this  man  in  office,  and  will  not  take  upon 
myself  his  responsibility 

The  gentleman  from  Connecticut  (Mr.  Pitkin) 
ha^  quoted  the  British  Government.  I  can  quote 
another  instance  about  as  parallel  to  our  case  as 
that  which  he  has  quoted — I  allude  to  the  corps 
of  Janissaries  at  Constantinople,  who,  by  legcif 
scripUB  or  nonacrvpUB^  by  custom^  (which  it  seems 
18  to  reffuiate  all  our  proceedings.)  do  assume  to 
themselves  the  power  of  asking  the  Grand  Seig- 
nior to  send  to  them  the  head  of  the  Grand  Vi- 
zier or  Pacha  who  is  hostile  to  them,  and  of  en- 
forcing their  demands.  I  will  not  take  such  prac- 
tice for  my  guide.  The  law  is  before  roe ;  I  have 
a  responsibHity  from  which  I  cannot  shrink  and 
answer  to  my  constituents — and  I  wish  that 
other  departments  should  answer  to  the  nation 
for  their  responsibility  also.  On  this  ground  I 
am  decidedly  opposed  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  FiNDLET  said  he  had  been  astonished  to 
heai^  the  honorable  member  from  Connecticut, 
(Mr.  PiTKUi,)  whose  well  known  accuracy  he 
fretjuently  admired,  take  the  proceedings  ot  the 
British  House  of  Commons  as  a  model,  and  their 
late  proceeding  with  respect  to  the  King's  son, 
the  Duke  of  York,  and  commander-in-chief  of 
the  ariny,  as  a  precedent  applicable  to  this  case. 
It  is  aumcient  to  say,  that  the  powers  of  the  House 
of  Commons  ar^  not  defined.  Judge  Blackstone 
says,  they  cannot  or  ought  not  to  be  defined. 
This  undefined  power  is  necessary  to  enable  them 
to  withstand  the  encroachments  of  the  other  two 
hereditary  branches.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
powers  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  been 
Tery  difierent  at  different  times.  In  the  reign  of 
the  first  Stuarts,  they  claimed  the  right  of  exam- 
ining grievances,  that  is  to  say,  of  being  the  grand 
inquest  of  the  nation,  and  of  withholding  public 
supplies  until  these  were  redressed.  This  was 
refused,  and  the  Parliament  frequently  dissolved,' 
until  the  contest  between  the  Commons  and  the 
Crown  produced  a  civil  war,  which  for  several 
years  filled  the  three  Kingdoms  with  blood  and 
oppression.  After  the  restoration,  the  House  of 
CJommons  renewed  their  claims,  and  persevered, 
ti)l,  for  a  long  period,  Parliaments  were  set  aside  by 


the  last  Stuarts,  and  not  restored,  but  by  a  revo- 
lution^ oy  whicn  the  royal  prerogative  was  great- 
ly limited.  Since  then,  the  Commons  havegrad- 
ually  extended  their  powers,  and  the  King  oar- 
ing called  upon  them  to  exert  their  power  ia 
support  of  the  prerogative,  in  commencing  and 
carrying  on  the  American  wan  they  have,  at  least 
since  that  period,  become  by  far  the  most  essea- 
tial  part  or  the  Government.  At  which  of  these 
periods  does  the  gentleman  apply  the  proceeding 
of  the  House  of  Commons  as  a  mo()el  for  this 
House? 

It  is  not  denied  that  the  Constitution  hu 
adopted  some  of  the  leading  features  of  the  Brit- 
ish form  of  government.  Our  Executive  indeed 
has  very  little  of  those  features,  and  our  Seotte« 
though  not  hereditary,  has  powers  not  possessed 
by  the  House  of  Peers;  our  Senate  has  the  pow- 
er of  altering,  amending;,  or  rejecting  money 
bills,  and  of  appropriating  money ;  the  House  of 
Peers  has  only  the  power  of  rejecting.  This 
House,  like  the  House  of  Commons,  have  the 
power  of  submitting  articles,  of  impeachment 
against  civil  officers;  but  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ha^  the  awful  pqwer  of  originating  bills  of 
pains  and  penalties,  and  also  bills  of  attainder, 
which  go  to  life,  liberty,  and  property,  which 
happily  this  House  has  not.  The  House  of  Com* 
mons  can  bind  the  nation  by  a  vote  of  credit  to 
an  unlimited  amount,  which  this  House  cannot 
do.  The  power  of  toe  House  of  Commons  ex- 
tends to  every  officer,  tax,  and  abuse  in  the  naiioa; 
the  power  of  this  House  does  not.  It  has  no 
power  over  the  Slate  governments,  revenues, 
laws,  or  abuses,  and  the^  are  the  component  parts 
of  which  the  nation  is  composed.  Therefore, 
though  the  House  of  Commons  was  in  a  proper 
sense  the  grand  inquest  of  that  nation— its  powers 
with  respect  to  subiects  of  its  inquiry  not  being 
limited  nor  defined — yet  this  House  can  in  no 
proper  sense  be  called  the  grand  inquest  of  the 
nation,  its  powers  being  limited  to  specified  ob- 
jects, expressly  defined.  The  undefined  term, 
grand  inquest,  may  be  applied  to  anything  and  to 
everything^ 

But  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Sbep- 
PEY,)  and  others,  as  they  can  find  no  such  power 
vested  in  the  House  by  the  Constitution,  have 
recourse  to  implication,  incidental  powers,  &c. 
In  answer  to  this,  Mr.  P.  said,  that  he  altogether 
denied  and  even  protested  against  the  doctrine 
of  constructive  or  implied  powers,  especially  in 
criminal  prosecutions.  When  this  method  pre- 
vailed in  England  no  man  was  safe.  It  was  very 
convenient  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth  and 
other  tyrants,  when  to  this  doctrine  the  blood  cf 
that  nation  was  sacrificed,  and  it  never  could  be 
of  use  to,  or  defined  by,an)r  but  tyrants. 

When  an  express  power  is  given,  all  the  subor- 
dinate powers  to  carry  it  into  effect  were  con- 
tained in  the  grant  of  the  power  itself;  the  pow- 
er to  levy  taxes  contained  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing officers  to  collect  them,  to  compel  the  officers 
to  pay  over  the  money,  to  punish  them  for  delin- 
quency, dbc.  These  naturally  arose  from,  or 
rather  were  component    parts  of,  the  general 
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fower ;  tbey  were  neither  incidental,  nbr  result- 
ing from  doubtfol  implication.  To  thts  House, 
and  every  public  body  and  court  of  justice,  the 
power  of  securing  themselres  against  contempt 
was  incidental,  it  was  not  a  power  vested  by 
tlie  CoDstitution,  but  a  power  of  self-defence,  of 
Which  every  man  by  the  law  of  his  nature  was 
possessed,  and  consequently  every  public  body. 
Bat  to  Congress  this  was  an  incidental  power. 
the  exercise  of  which  depended  on  incidental 
circomstaoces,  over  which  Congress  had  no  Con- 
stitutional control ;  none  of  these  applied  to  the 
question  before  the  House. 

The  House  is  invested  with  the  exclusive  pow- 
er of  briDging  articles  of  impeachment  against 
all  civil  officers  for  treason  or  other  high  crimes 
and  misdemeanors.  For  this  purpose  only  is  this 
House  the  grand  inquest  of  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment. The  Senate  are  the  judges  of  the  parties 
thus  impeached. 

But,  It  was  asked  if  Con  ogress  had  no  power  to 
«aU  before  their  bar,  or  the  bar  of  their  commit- 
tee, such  a  notorious  offender  as  this  officer  is 
represented  to  be.  Mr.  F.  said  they  had  no  such 
power.  They  could  compel  the  attendance  of 
their  own  members,  but  they  could  not  compel 
tbe  attendance  even  of  a  civil  officer  in  order  to 
impeachment.  For  this  purpose,  testimony  was 
taken  by  affidavit  in  the  absence  of  the  party 
respecting  whose  conduct  inquiry  was  made  by 
the  committee  of  the  House,  or  by  their  commis- 
sioners ;  the  party  accused  was  required  to  answer 
to  the  charges  before  the  Senate,  there  he  brought 
Ikis  witnesses,  and  there  he  cross-examined  the 
witnesses  brought  against  him.  It  is  evident  from 
the  Constitution,  that  an  officer  of  the  Army  or 
Navj  is  not  impeachable.  The  resolution  before 
the  House  is  not  calculated  for  impeachment,  nor 
do  the  arguments  of  the  geotleman  profess  it. 
"What  then  is  its  object  1  If  the  Commons  had 
found  the  Duke,  of  York  guilty,  they  migh(  have 
"brought  a  bill  of  Attainder.  This  House  cannot 
do  so. 

The  Cohstituiion  expressly  declares,  that  no 
resolution  or  vote  can  have  any  obligation  on  the 
eitizens  until  it  is  concurred  in  by  the  Senate  and 
approved  by  th^  President.  This  resolution  is 
not  calculated  nor  advocated  with  this  vieWj  nor 
with  a  view  to  impeachment.  What  then  is  its 
ohject?  Who  will  obey  it  when  it  is  passed? 
Where  is  your  sheriff  or  constable  to  compel 
obedience  t  And  under  what  law  will  your  pro- 
cess be  eiecoted  ?  Will  this  House  assume  the 
whole  authority  of  Congress  1  If  they  do  they 
can  with  propriety  plead  the  example  of  the 
House  of  Commons  about  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
live  years  ago. 

The  Constitution  has  vested  Congress  with 
ample  powers  both  to  provide  for  the  trial  and 
punishment  of  the  officer  if  he  is  guilty.  Con- 
gress has  power,  and  it  is  its  duty,  to  prescribe 
rules  for  the  government  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States.  If  the  existing  rules  are 
not  competent  to  bring  an  offender  to  justice,  it 
is  the  fault  of  Congress.  When  a  similar  reso- 
iutioD  was  submitted  to  a  former  Congress,  it 


Was,  as  it  ought  to  be,  referred  to  the  President, 
who  directed  a  court  of  inquiry  on  the  conduct 
of  the  officer  preparatory  to  a  court  martial,  if 
guilt  could  have  been  substantiated  ^  but  testimo- 
ny could  not  be  found.  The  gentlemen  who  sta- 
ted charges  to  the  House,  to  which  one  of  them 
took  his  oath,  absolutely  refused  to  appear  before 
the  court  of  inquiry  as  witnesses,  because  that 
court  had  no  power  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
witnesses.  A  bill  was  introduced  providing  for 
authorizing  both  courts  of  inquiry  and  courts 
martial  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses^ 
But  this  was  opposed  even  by  such  as  were  the 
accusers  of  the  officer,  and  lost,  to  his  great  re* 
gret,  for  he  thought  such  a  power  absolutely  ne- 
cessary ;  he  likewise  thought  the  constitution  of 
the  court  of  inquiry  and  courts  martial  defective 
without  that  power. 

A  member  near  him  (Mr.  Lyon)  had  assigned 
as  a  reason  for  chancing  his  mind  on  that  sub- 
ject, that  the  court  of  inquiry  only  whitewashed 
General  Wilkinson.  How  did  tney  whitewash 
him  ?  When  no  testimony  could  be  procured  to 
prove  him  guilty,  they  acquitted  him.  Could 
they,  as  honest  men,  do  otherwise  1  The  honor- 
able member  from  Maryland.  (Mr.  Key,)  though 
he  had  treated  the  officer's  character  pretty  free- 
ly, yet  candidly  stated,  that  the  court  of  inquiry 
had  not  testimony,  and  that  they  could  not  act 
on  such  as  had  been  offered  to  the  House,  because 
of  the  informal  manner  in  which  it.  had  beea 
taken.  The  charges  stated  at  that  time  related 
to  old  affairs,  that  had  been  inquired  into  both  by 
President  Washington  and  President  Adams,  to 
their  own  satisfaction.  In  1793  or  1794,  General 
Wilkinson  sent  charges  against  General  Wayne 
to  the  War  Office^  accompanied  with  his  resigna- 
tion, if  a  speedy  trial  was  not  directed.  Mr.  F. 
said  on  that  occasion  he  asked  the  Secretary  of 
War  if  the  resignation  was  acce);xtcd.  He  an- 
swered that  it  was  not ;  that  the  President  hi^ 
directed  him  to  write  to  the  Generals,* in  order  to 
reconcile  them  to  act  together  until  the  close  of 
that  Indian  war,  which  would  probablv  not  be 
long,  and  then  they  would  get  a  triaL  That 
trial,  however,  was  prevented  by  the  d^th  of 
General  Wayne  on  his  return  from  receiving  the 
forts  from  tne  British.  On  this  occasion  the 
Arniy  was  reduced  to  a  brigadier's  command,  and 
General  Wilkinson  appointed  to  that  command* 
If  President  Washington  had  thought  prope% 
two  very  good  opportunities  offered  to  get  quit  of 
the  General  without  any  trial;  the  one  was 
when  he  sent  in  his  resignation,  the,  other  was 
when  the  Army  was  reduced  ana  new  modielled* 
He  took  advantage  of  neither  of  these. 

Though  the  gentlemen  who  supported  the  res- 
olution did  not  agree  with  him  in  believing  that 
we  bad  no  authority  from  the  Constitution  to  alct 
in  this  manif^  yet  they  must  all  agree  that  it  is 
extraordinary  that  there  is  no  precedent  for  it 
in  the  administration  of  our  own  Government; 
and  that  if  it  can  be  justified,  it  is  only  by  the 
necessity  of  the  case.  He  would  ask  wherein 
does  that  necessity  exist.  The  officer  in  ques- 
tion, after  having  been  about  five  years  second  m 
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commaDd;  has  been  about  thirteen  years  com- 
mander-in-chief, under  the  administration  of 
three  Presidents,  and  a  short  time  of  the  fourth ', 
but  was  last  Fall  superseded  in  that  command, 
and,  as^oon  as  his  successor  arrived,  actually  re- 
moved from  it,  and  is  now,  it  is  believed,  on  his 
Vay  to  this  place  to  undergo  an  examination. 
What,  therefore,  is  the  danger  at  present,  when 
be  is  in  no  trust  ?  If  there  is  pressing  danger 
now,  was  there  not  as  much  early  in  the  session, 
when  there  was  no  time  to  attend  to  it? 

But  there  are  other  and  more  recent  charges  of 
icriminality.  His  conduct  at  New  Orleans  to 
Burr's  associates,  and  his  being  a  bankrupt  and  in 
debt,  have  been  much  dwelt  upon  by  the  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  and  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  Is  it  really  necessary  that  the  House 
of  Representatives  should  take  the  cognizance 
of  false  imprisonment,  and  of  bankruptcy,  and 
debt,  into  their  own  hands,  from  the  courts  of 
justice  ?  Are  our  courts  all  corrupt  or  incapable 
lor  the  discharge  of  the  duties  assigned  them  ? 
Is  there  neither  virtue  nor  talents  in  anv  Depart- 
ment but  this  House  ?  Are  they  all  wnitewash- 
ers  of  criminals  ?  With  respect  to  this  officer's 
conduct  towards  Burr's  friends,  Mr.  F.  said,  he 
understood  it  had  already  been  examined  before 
a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  where  it  was 
investigated  by  a  grand  jury,  who  had  no  disposi- 
tion to  whitewashing,  and  who  found  no  bill. 
He  would  assure  the  gentleman  from  Maryland, 
that  a  great  proportion  of  the  citizens,  as  well  as 
the  court,  had  a  different  opinion  on  that  subject, 
and  that  he  believed  no  man  could  be  tried  the 
second  time  for  the  same  offence,  though  he  also 
believed  the  parties  said  to  be  injured  might  still 
have  an  opportunity  of  an  action  to  recover  dam- 
ages, but  not  before  this  House.  With  respect  to 
the  causes  of  the  dreadful  mortality  of  the  Army, 
it  was  a  very  proper  subject  of  inquiry  before  the 
House,  and  as  such  had  been  already  referred  to 
a  committee  of  inquiry.  No  member,  he  be- 
^lieved,  had  more  cause  to  re^et  that  mortality 
than  himself.  He  had  early  disapproved  of  send- 
ing the  new  levies  to  be  seasoned  at  so  sickly  a 
.place  5  but,  whether  they  were  so  disposed  of 
from  necessity,  or  by  the  orders  of  the  President, 
or  of  the  General  himself,  or  whether  the  un- 
common degree  of  mortality  was  promoted  by 
^ther  causes,  can  onlv  be  known  by  an  accurate 
inquiry.  Whether  the  result  of  that  inquiry  at- 
tached guilt  to  the  General,  or  to  any  other  quar- 
ter, will  be  known  by  the  report  of  the  committee, 
wh  ich  will  at  least  teach  Grovemment,  by  suita- 
ble arrangrements,  to  provide  against  sucn  a  ca- 
tastrophe m  time  to  come.  For  instituting  such 
an  inquiry  this  House  has  an  explicit  example  in 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition  com- 
manded by  General  St.  Clair.  , 

Mr.  F.  said  he  had  the  honor  of ibeing  a  mem- 
ber of  that  committee  which  sat  during  two  suc- 
cessive sessions.  They  discovered  many  causes 
that  contributed  powerfully  to  that  failure,  but 
not  one  of  them  applied  against  the  General,  but 
otherwise.    The  inquiry  was  of  great  service. 


however,  in  raising,  modelling,  and  dissecting  a 
Dew  army,  and  in  making  contracts,  &c.  Sev- 
eral were  found  to  blame.  The  contractor  bad 
failed  to  furnish  provisions  even  on  the  march  to 
the  rendezvous ;  the  Army  were  on  short  allow- 
ance on  their  march  id  where  the  defeat  hap- 
pened; the  rendezvous  was  delayed  beyond  all 
expectation  for  want  of  boats,. provisions,  &c,} 
the  cannon,  carriages,  ropes,  &c.^  were  to  be  made 
before  they  could  marchj  and  the  gunpowder, 
having  been  impure,  lost  its  strength  so  much  as 
to  carry  the  ball  but  a  very  little  distance  from 
the  eun.  The  Indians  were  collected  from  a 
much  greater  distance,  and  in  vastly  greater  nam- 
hers  than  had  been  anticipated,  and  before  thef 
unexpectedly  began  the  attack  a  regiment  had 
been  detached  to  escort  provisions  to  the  starving 
army.  Congress  availed  themselves  of  the  in- 
formation so  as  to  provide  aeaio^t  such  misfor- 
tunes for  the  future,  but  took  no  notice  of  the 
Sarties  that  were  to  olame,  but  left  them  to  the 
ue  course  of  the  law.  As  no  blame  was  at- 
tached to  the  commander,  a  military  court  of  io* 
quiry,or  court  martial,  were  not  necessary. 

•Mr.  F.  wished  not  to  be  understood  as  vindica- 
ting General  Wilkinson,  or  wishing  to  protect 
him  from  trial  or  punishment ;  very  far  from  it. 
He  wished  for  the  most  thorough  trial ;  this  was 
necessary  for  the  officer  himself  as  well  as  for 
the  public.  The  charges  were  of  different  kinds 
and  cognizable  before  different  tribunals.  If  the 
military  tribunals  were  not  clothed  with  compe- 
tent powers,  it  was  the  fault  of  Congress,  and 
their  duty,  without  delay,  to  provide  the  remedy^ 
but  it  was  not  the  duty  of  this  House  alone  to 
assume  to  themselves  the  jurisdiction  of  both 
civil  and  military  courts.  If,  however,  it  vas 
decided  that  this  House  would  proceed  to  the 
trial,  he  designed  not  to  disqualify  himself  from 
sitting  in  judgment,  by  prejudging  the  case  on 
that  floor  5  therefore,  he  bad  refrained  from  either 
speaking  good  or  bad  of  the  officer.  The  gentle- 
man from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Key,)  and  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Sbeffey,)  have  cer- 
tainly disqualified  themselves  from  sitting  jft 
judgment  on  the  officer,  by  having  volaniarily 
and  with  great  ability  become  his  public  accu- 
sers. Indeed  this  character  has  rather  been  over- 
acted, for  it  is  not  known  what  connexion  toe 
officer,  being  a  debtor  and  a  bankrupt,  has  witu 
either  civil  or  military  crimes.  That  he  was  in- 
debted to  Government  last  year  appeared  on  i^' 
ord,  but  no  record  of  his  bankruptcy  has  been 
produced,  nor  has  this  House  anything  to  do  wiu^ 
It.  '  . . 

By  assuming  the  jurisdiction  of  coiirts,  eitner 
civil  or  military,  this  House  degrades  its  l^^^^!*' 
tive  character.  No  doubt  the  gentlemen  wno 
advocate  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  have 
carefully  perused  the  celebrated  Montesqujeuj 
"  Spirit  of  Laws."  If  they  have,  they  know  how 
powerfully  that  great  author  demonstrates  tn 
absurdity  of  the  Legislature  sitting  in  judgmeu 
on  offenders  against  their  own  l*^^*.*  ^T^VJLjs- 
absolute  monarchy,  where  the  King  is  the  '^^ 
lature,  and  much  more  so  in  Republics,  wn 
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the  distribution  of  governmental  powers  into  dis- 
tinct branches  is  among  the  first  principles  of  the 
Government.  He  was  no  stranger  to  the  pro- 
pensity of  the  most  numerous  public  bodies  to 
encroach  on  the  powers  vested  in  the  other 
branches.  He  had  gone  to  school  to  study  that 
subject  not  much  short  of  thirty  years  ago.  Un- 
der a  former  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
Legislature  consisted  of  a  numerous  single  branch, 
on  which  the  Executive  had  no  check  for  the 
protection  of  itself  or  the  judiciary;  but  to  sup- 
ply that  defect  a  Council  of  Censors  was  pre- 
scribed, to  be  elected  at  stated  periods,  to  examine 
the  deviations  from  the  Constitution.  He  bad 
himself  the  honor  of  bein^  a  member  of  that 
body,  and.  on  mature  examination,  it  was  found 
zhat  the  Legislature,  considering  themselves  as 
the  mnd  inquest  of  the  nation,  a  term  not  found 
in  their  own  nor  in  the  Federal  Constitution, 
they  had  assumed  the  power  of  deciding  both  on 
Judicial  and  Executive  business.  Whom  tbev 
would,  they  condemned ;  and  whom  they  would, 
they  justified.  But  after  the  Council  of  Cen- 
sors had  investigated  and  exposed  those  depart- 
ures from  Constitutional  principles,  such  as  they 
had  condemned  as  public  defaulters  were  restored 
to  confidence,  and  found  to  be  public  creditors  by 
a  court  and  impartial  jury;  and  such  as  they 
had  previously  justified,  considered  it  as  no  legal 
justification  until  they  had  it  legally  approved  by 
a  court  and  jury;  and  this  will  always  be  the 
result  of  the  exercise  of  powers  unconstitution- 
ally assumed.  It  will  dishonor  the  body  who 
has  acted  in  this  manner. 

If  the  charges  contained  in  the  pamphlet  al- 
luded to  by  the  mover,  and  alleged  on  this  floor 
by  others,  are  proved,  a  court  martial,  even  with 
the  powers  they  possess,  cannot  fail  to  convict 
and  to  punish.  This  House  may  investigate  and 
resolve,  but  they  can  neither  convict  nor  punish. 
The  General  at  present  is  not  popular  with  the 
Army  nor  the  country,  and  was  very  properly 
removed  from  the  command,  even  on  the  ground 
of  want  of  confidence ;  but'  if  this  -House  step 
out  of  their  way,  and  throw  their  weight  against 
him  to  crush  him,  it  will  appear  to  be  a  persecu- 
tion, and  attract  public  sympathy.  This  House 
is  not  calculated  nor  designed  for  a  court  of  jus- 
tice ;  one  hundred  and  forty  judges  are  too  nu- 
merous a  bench  for  judicial  investigation  and 
impartial  decision.  The  public  are  in  the  habit 
of  thinking  that  we  are  influenced  by  party  spirit 
even  in  legislation ;  they  will  readily  carry  that 
manner  of  thinking  to  our  judiciary  decisions, 
especially  as  we  are  under  no  oath,  and  have  no 
responsibilitj  for  such  decision. 

Mr.  F.  assured  the  Committee  that  he  did  not 
oppose  the  resolution  on  the  account  of  the  officer, 
for  whom  he  had  no  partiality,  but  to  support  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  honor  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  to  prevent  a 
dangerous  precedent  being  set  to  future  times, 
when  party  spirit  may  be  so  high  as  to  make  its 
victims  of  the  best  characters,  as  has  frequently 
heretofore  been  done  even  by  a  British  House  of 
Commons.    Let  the  courts  be  furnished  with 


competent  powers,  if  they  have  them  not  already, 
and  let  them  not  be  influenced  by  the  decisions 
of  this  House.  The  officer  possesses  no  danjfer- 
ous  popularity ;  he  fs  not  now  at  the  head  of'an 
army. 

Mr.  Shefpey  hoped  the  resolution  would  be- 
adopted  without  a  dissenting  voice;  for  inquiry, 
in  a  free  country,  how  and  in  what  manner  its 
affairs  had  been  conducted,  could  never  be- pro- 
ductive of  injury.  No  virtuous  and  no  honest 
man  could  fear  inquiry  before  impartial  men  del- 
egated by  the  people,  who  can  have  no  interest  to 
serve  in  proving  a  man  to  be  corrupt  and  dishon- 
est. On  the  question  whether  it  was  proper,  if 
they  have  the  ri^ht,  to  inquire,  Mr.  S.  asked, 
who,  after  the  evidence  presented  and  the  docu- 
ments in  possession  of  the  House,  could  doubt 
that  General  Wilkinson  for  a  series  of  years  has 
been  in  the  pay  of  Spain  ?  For  whatt  Forkia^ 
aid  in  the  attempt  to  detach  a  portion  of  thif» 
country  from  us,  and  bn'nff  it  under  the  dominion 
of  Spain.  Sir,  said  Mr.  S.,  will  you  be  able  to 
persuade  the  yeomanry  of  this  country  that  a 
man  who  has  thus  acted,  under  a  bribe,  to  sepa- 
rate the  Western  country,  and  place  it  under  the 
dominion  of  a  foreign  rower^  ought  to  be  con- 
tinued Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States?  Whatever  others  may  say,  the 
honest  farmer  and  planter  will  tell  you  that  he 
ought  not  to  be  confided  in.  Who  could  have 
read  the  testimony  ^iven  on  Burr's  trial,  even  the 
testimony  of  Wilkinson  himself,  and  not  be  im- 
pressed with  a  certainty,  amounting  almost  to 
conviction,  that  he  was  tnen  again  in  pursuit  of 
his  former  project  to  detach  the  Western  coun- 
try from  the  Union ;  that  he  was  again^n  pur- 
suit of  the  aggrandizement  of  himself?  I  ask 
any  one  who  read  that  testimony. with  the  scru- 
tinizing eye  he  ouj^ht,  whether  he  does  not  enter- 
tain that  opinion  f  Where  is  the  friend  to  our 
country.  Constitution,  and  civil  liberty,  who  can 
patronise  the  conduct  of  Gknera!  Wilkinson  at 
New  Orleans?  At  a  time  when,  by  a  vote  near- 
ly unanimous,  you  decided  that  vou  would  not 
suspend  tbe  habeas  corpus  act,  the  transactions 
which  took  place  at  New  Orleans  proved  that 
even  the  mandates  of  a  Brigadier  General  wer« 
superior  to  the  authority  of  the  United  States. 
You  prohibit  the  suspension  of  the  habeas  cor- 
pus; the  General  disregards  your  interdictions, 
and  in  the  teeth  of  them  arbitrarily  seizes  and 
holds  the  persons  of  the  citizens.  I  may  be  an- 
swered that  these  men  were  traitors.  I  affirofi 
that  thev  ought  not  so  to  be  considered ;  and  I 
found  tne  assertion  on  this  plain  maxim  of  the 
common  law,  that  he  who  is  not  proved  is  not  to 
be  presumed  guilty.  When  was  it  made  to  ap- 
pear that  they  were  guilty  ?  They  were  brought 
to  the  Atlantic  States;  their  shackles  fell,  and 
they  were  permitted  tp  return  to  their  homes ; 
aad  they  had  redress,  as  has  been  observed,  in 
the  option  of  commencing  a  suit  against  a  bank- 
rupt General.  There  is  no  greater  danger  to  civil 
liberty  than  in  a  time  like  that  alluded  to,  wheti 
the  public  mind  is  in  a  ferment.  Gentlemen  talk 
of  the  despotism  or  corruption  of  Great  Britain ; 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1748 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRE88. 


1744 


H.orR. 


General  WUkimon. 


April,  ISIO. 


bat  an  act  of  this  kind  would  have  inundated 
ibat  country  in  blood — would  have  driven  from 
Iheir  seats  the  most  powerful  Ministry.  I  recol- 
lect a  case  in  th/at  country  in  which  military  offi- 
cers, on  some  pretence  or  other,  refused  to  pay 
•attention  to  a  writ  from  the  civil  power.  They 
were  at  last  obliged  to  come  into  court  and  &ub- 
ipit.  The  Chief  Justice  directed  their  apology 
/or  submission  to  be  recorded,  with  the  remark 
4hat  it  should  stand  "  as  a  memorial  to  the  pres- 
ent and  future  ages,  that  whoever  set  themselves 
above  the  law  will  in  the  end  £nd  themselves 
mistaken." 

Will  gentlemen  say  that  we  have  not  sufficient 
cause  to  proceed  on?  I  had  not  at  that  time  a 
seat  on  this  floor,  but  I  recollect  that  an  inquiry 
was  instituted  into  theconductof  a  judge,  on  the 
assertion  of  a  member  that  he  had  cause  to  be- 
lieve this  person  had  been  guilty  of  malversation 
in  office.  Are  the  facts  before  the  public  not  suf- 
ficient to  convince  the  minds  of  members  on  this 
subject  ?  If  the  passage  of  the  resolution  de- 
pended on  the  question  whether  there  was  cause 
to  suspect,  there  would  not  be  a  dissenting  voice. 

But  it  is  said  we  have  not  the  power  to  make 
the  inquiry.  If  this  argument  wer«  conclusive, 
I  should  master  my  feelings;  I  should  get  over 
{^ratifying  my  zeal  for  the  rights  of  my  country, 
if, this  was  holy  ground,  on  which  we  cannot 
tread.  But,  sir,  how  inconsistent  are  the  argu- 
ments on  this  subject !  I  recollect  very  well  the 
arguments  uttered  in  favor  of  implied  and  inci- 
dental powers  with  res]>ect  to  treaty-making.  If 
gentlemen  confine  their  power  to  the  express 
letter  of  the  Constitution,  where  will  they  find 
authority  for  the  expense  incurred  in  1801,  m  the 
investf^ption  of  the  expenditures  of  the  preceding 
Administration  ?  The  Administration  by  whom 
the  expenditures  were  authorized  had  gone  out 
pf  office.  I  repeat  it,  that  there  is  no  power  ex- 
pressly granted  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  a 
former  Administration.  It  was  not  a  necessary 
appendage  to  the  power  of  impeachment ;  but  it 
is  a  power  incidental  to  our  other  powers.  The 
true  construction  of  the  powers  of  this  House  in 
respect  io  investij^ation,  other  than  for  the  pur- 
pose of  impeachment,  is  this:  We  have,  Ist.  The 
jkower  to  inquire  to  inform  ourselves  and  the  na- 
tion ;  and  2dj  The  power  to  inquire  with  a  vie^ 
to  future  legislation.  What  are  we  ?  Legisla- 
tors, possessing  the  sovereign  power,  and  draw- 
ing from  the  people  the  money  to  support  the 
Government.  Bein^;  thus  constituted,  represent- 
ing the  people,  and  orawin^  from  them  the  means 
of  keeping  up  our  establishments,  have  not  the 
people  a  right  to  know  not  only  how  it  is  distrib- 
uted, but  to  whom  ?  Is  it  republican  doctrine 
that  the  people  should  not  know  how  thair  money 
is  distributed?  You  may  as  well  say  they  have 
not  a  ri^ht  to  koow  how  it  is  expended,  as  to  re- 
fuse to  inform  them  to  whom  it  is  given.  I  con- 
sider it  a  right  of  this  House^  and  of  the  people, 
to  know  how  their  money  is  expended,  and  to 
whom  it  is  given^ 

To  what  does  the  doctrine  of  those  who  op- 
pose  this  construction  lead  ?    It  matters  not  what 


corruption  exists ;  if  the  officers  and  soldiers  of 
the  Army  were  all  corrupted,  were  all  traitors, 
we  must  sit  here  with  our  hands  tied.  We  may 
have  evidence  the  most  conclusive ;  but  we  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it  ^  gentlemen  meet  you  with 
an  objection  that  the  power  to  investigate  is  not 
in  our  hands.  We  may  be  betrayed  bv  the  Army, 
and  have  not,  it  «eems,  the  means  of^  developii^ 
the  beason  to  ourselves  and  our  constituents ! 

We  have  a  right  to  inquire  witb  a  view  to 
future  legislation.  The  military  system,  in  re- 
gard to  which  the  framers  of  the  Constitation 
were  extremely  tenacious,  is  to  pass  in  review 
before  us  every  two  years.  We  can  say  there 
shall  not  a  brigadier  general  or  a  soldier  exist 
For  what  purpose  was  this  power  vested  in  os? 
For  one  of  the  purposes  comprised  in  the  retolo- 
tion  before  us.  If  we  see  corruption  stalking 
abroad,  the  Army  or  its  officers  devoted  to  a  for- 
eign Government,  the  enemies  of  their  counury; 
if  we  saw  those  hirelings  attempting  by  plotting 
to  humble  the  liberties  of  their  country,  what 
.honest  man  would  refuse  to  inauire  into  it  ?  But 
our  hands  are  tied,  we  are  told ;  we  are  mana- 
cled, shackled,  and  cannot  inquire  whether  it  is 
proper  to  make  an  appropriation  or  not.  If  the 
right  to  make  or  refuse  appropriations  be  given, 
the  right  to  do  it  properly,  honestly,  and  consist- 
ently, must  necessarily  follow,  and  of  course  the 
power  to  acquire  information  in  relation  thereto. 

Let  me  repeat  my  idea.  Suppose  that  the  ap- 
propriation bill  for  the  Military  Esublisbment 
comes  before  us,  our  Army  consisting  of  fifty 
thousand  men ;  that  there  is  evidence  that  every 
general  officer  is  in  the  pay  of  a  foreign  country; 
that  we  are  on  the  brink  of  a  war  with  that  coun- 
try ;  what  would  you  do  in  a  case  of  that  kind? 
Would  you  not  turn  your  eyes  to  the  fact,  to  as- 
certain whether  you  would  support  an  army  for 
the  purpose  of  cutting  youi:  own  throats?  If  yon 
bave  not  the  power  to  do  it,  deplorable  is  your 
case,  and  the  situation  of  the  country  I  In  a  case 
of  that  kind,  if  there  be  any  evidence  which 
would  warrant  an  inquiry,  our  duty  to.  the  public 
would  require  us  to  scrutinize  the  conduct  of 
every  person  suspected,  and  of  the  Army  ia  gen- 
eral ;  and  if  it  was  the  corrupt  body  which  it 
was  alleged  to  be.  we  must  refuse  appropriations, 
and  it  would  dissolve  of  course. 

But,  sir,  we  have  a  right  to  inquire,  as  inciden- 
tal to  the  impeacbing  power.  We  may  go  at  it 
directly  or  indirectly.  Would  it  be  proper  to 
make  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  keeping  Wilkinson  in  office  before  we 
know  that  Wilkinson  is  corrupt?  You  twist 
first  know  that  the  man  whom  he  keeps  in  omoe 
is  corrupt,  before  you  make  an  inquiry  into  his 
conduct  in  so  doing.  When  the  facts  are  coja- 
pletely  before  you,  you  will  be  better  able  to  de- 
termine what  ulterior  measures  are  necessary. 

It  has  been  said  that  a  reference  to  the  Bfttiih 
constitution  on  this  occasion  does  not  prove  aop 
thing.  In  my  opinion  it  proves  much.  I  wcj** 
lect  to  have  read,  during  the  discussion  oi  w^ 
question  how  far  the  House  of  Representauves 
had  Constitutional  power  over  ureatiesi  a  f^f 
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mUe  speech  of  tke  present  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, in  which  he  compared  the  power  of  the 
fioBse  of  CommoBs  with  that  of  the  Houiie  of 
Representatives.  He  attempted  to  prove,  and 
did  prove  to  my  satisfaction,  that  although  the 
treaty-making  power  was  completely  with  the 
King,  yet,  soeh  was  the  nature  of  the  Govern- 
meut\  that  although  the  House  of  Commons  had 
nothing  to  do  with  framing  the  treaty,  they  could 
iodirjectiy  control  it;  tha^  they  had  a  right  to 
question  or  discuss  the  propriety  of  anjr  treaty 
which  called  upon  them  for  an  appropriation  to 
carry  it  into  effect.  This  ar^fument  ^  a  good  one 
in  saj>port  of  our  power.  We  cannot  go  too  far 
in  claiming  powers  residing  in  the  English  House 
of  Commons,  because  we  know  that  there  is  a 
neater  power  here  than  there  is  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  England.  The  ^reat  power  ts grant- 
ed to  us,  which  &ere  exclusively  belongs  to  the 
King,  of  declaiiog  ^ar ;  and  in  this  respect  our 
power  is  much  gres^er  than  tha.t  of  the  Bftitish 
Juouse  of  Commons. 

These  principles  grow  out  of  the  nature  of  imr 
Government?  Why]  in  the  Honse of  Commons 
do  they  ever  investigate  or  inquire?  With  a 
view,  to  impeach ;  to  inform  themselves  and  the 
nation  correctly ;  and  with  a  view  to  future  legis- 
lation. Is  it  less  proper  that  we  should  freely  in- 
quire? Are  we  less  bound  to  inform  our  con- 
stituents of  the  characters  of  men  in  office? 
Everjr  gentleman  will  answer  that,  as  we  are 
more  immediately  the  representatives  of  the  peo- 
ple, this  power  is  more  necessary  here  than  there, 
and  not  more  proper  to  be  exercised  there  than 
here.  The  House  of  Commons  have  a  right  to 
withhold  appropriations  of  money, and  inquire  to 
prevent  improper  applications  of  it.  How  can 
you  remedy  a  defect  before  vou  know  it  ?  How 
interpose  a  remedy  applicable  to  the  state  of  the 
Aony  of  the  United  Stales^  without  having  be- 
fore you  all  the  iaets  relating  to  it  ?  Hi^ve  you 
not.  a  right  to  inquire  whether  the  Army  is  an 
efficient  defence  or  not  ?  The  right  of  the  House 
of  Commons  is  unlimited  as  to  impeachment; 
but  thev  do  not  always  inquire  witn  a  view  to 
impeaenotent ',  they  inquire  because  it  is  th^ir 
daty  to  inquire,  and  bottom  their  ulterior  pre- 
ceedings  on  facts.  We  can  go  as  far  in  inquiry ; 
if  we  caanot  impeach  a  military  officer,  it  doefi 
not  prevent  us  from  inquiring  into  his  conduct. 

As  to  our  authority  there  can  be  no  donbt.  As 
to  facts,  it  has  not  been  contended  that  they  do 
not  authorize  the  inquiry.  The  nation  has  been 
looking  for  vears  for  an  inquiry ;  the  nation  ought 
to  be  satisfied.  They  want  not  the  tnqi^iry  of 
two  or  three  subordinate  officers,  0f  persons  who 
mif  ht  be  implicated  in  some  of  the  very  crimes 
laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Commander-in-Chief. 
This  mockery  of  justice  the  people  are  tired  of. 
It  has  been  said  that  an  inquiry  has  been  institu- 
ted, and  that  General  WiUdnson  escaped  disap- 
probation. 1  wonder  not  at  it,  sir.  No  naan  who 
has  any  sense  of  honor  or  probity  would  pros- 
trate himself  by  becoming  an  accuser  or  witness 
in  a  court  like  that.  Shall  we  yield  up  the  great 
powers  given  to  U9  t^  a  petty  military  tcibuoal 


which  itself  might  he  infected  with  corruption  ? 
I  do  not  say  this  is  now  the  case;  but  it  might 
be  in  many  instances.  It  is  very  probable  and 
natural  that  no  attempt  will  ever  be  made  by  a 
Commander-in-Chief  to  employ  the  arms  of  the 
nation  against  itself,  unless  corruption  had  ex- 
tended further  thau  himself. 

Sir,. it  is  our  duty  ts  make  this  inquiry.  The 
public  money  is  expended  on  these  establish- 
ments; the  labor  of  the  nation  supports  them. 
We  extract, money  from  the  pockets  of  the  peo- 
ple to  appropriate  to  these  purposes,  and  it  is 
proper  to  ascertain  that  those  who  reap  the  earn- 
ings of  the  people  are  worthy  of  the.  public  con- 
fidence. 

Mr.  Bibb  rose  to  move  an  indefinite  postpone- 
ment of  the  resolution,  not,  however,  for  the  rea- 
sons which  bad  induced  others  to  oppose  it.  He 
believed  that  the  House  had  the  power  to  make 
the  inquiry.  Having  the  power  to  raise  and  sup- 
port armies,  he  inferred  the  power  to  adopt  what 
means  they  thought  necessary  to  collect  informa- 
tion on  which  to  act.  Now  if  General  Wilkin- 
son was,  as  he  believed  him  to  be,  unfit  for  the 
station  he  occupies,  if  he  had  forfeited  all  claim 
(if  indeed  he  ever  had  any  claim)  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people,  it  is  in  the  power  of  the 
House  to  abolish  his  office;  and  hence  the  power 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  doing  so. 

It  is  however  now  near  the  close  of  the  session, 
and  every  one  must  be  convinced,  from  the  course 
which  this  debate  has  taken,  that  it  will  be  im»- 
possible  to  conclude  the  investigation  at  this  ses- 
sion. Another  reason  for  postponement  is,  that 
information  has  been  given  to  a  committee  of  this 
House  that  General  Wilkinson  has  been  ordered 
on  here,  and  I  believe  for  the  purpose  of  miking 
an  inquirv  into  his  conduct.  Therefore,  as  the 
time  is  short,  as  Gbaeral  Wilkinson  is  coming 
here,  and  I  believe  another  department  will  make 
this  inquiry,  I  move  an  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  resolution.   . 

Mr.  Pearsom  said  he  was  glad  to  find  that  th^ 
gentleman  was  of  the  same  opinion  with  hioEi- 
self,  aj[>d  many  otbevs,  as  to  the  power  vested  in 
the  House  to  inquire  into  the  public  conduct  i>f 
the  officer.  This  was  a  subject,  Mr.  P.  said, 
which  had  presented  itself  to  his  consideration 
early^  in  the  present  session.  He  had  been  un- 
willing, he  confessed,  to  be  the  mover  of  this  res- 
olution, supposing  that  other  gentlemen  would 
do  it  more  justice.  He  had  brought  forward  the 
resolution,  when  he  did.  under  the  idea  that  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  would  have  arrived  at  this  place 
before  this  time.  It  appeared  now  very  probable 
that  he  would  not  arrive  during  the  present  ses- 
sion ;  and  that,  if  he  did  come,  it  would  be  at  so 
late  a  period  that  no  investigation  could  take 
place  after  his  arrival.  This  House  had  the 
power  to  investigate  his  conduct ;  a  committee 
appointed  by  this  House  would  be  the  proper  and 
only  effectual  organ  to  do  justice  to  this  House 
and  to  the  individual.  Mr.  P.  sa«d  he  was  solici- 
tous that  this  important  inquiry  should  be  c6m« 
menced ;  and  if  it  could  not  be  condoded  during 
the  seasion,  that,  the  importance  of  the  salijeet 
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reqairiDg  it,  the  committee  should  be  instructed 
to  sit  during  the  recess,  or  that  Congress  would 
at  their  next  session  early  resume  the  considera- 
tion of  it.  If  the  resolution  had  been  brought  for- 
ward at  an  earlier  day,  he  should  doubtless  have 
been  told  that  the  Commander-in-Chief  was  ex- 
pected here^  and  that  the  inquiry  should  be  de- 
layed till  his  arrival.  Many  gentlemen  seemed 
to  think  that  the  House  had  not  the  power  of  in- 
vestigation. No  man,  Mr.  P.  believed,  had  stated 
jt  as  his  opinion  that  the  charges  had  no  founda- 
tion ;  and  a  strong  presumption  arose  that  those 
charges  were  not  merely  chimeras  of  the  brain. 

A  very  little  reasoning,  Mr.  P.  remarked,  would 
convince  any  gentleman  that  the  House  had 
authority  to  make  such  an  inquiry;  but  they 
were  not  even  without  a  precedent  in  this  case. 
It  would  be  recollected  that  in  1793  a  committee 
was  appointed  by  the  then  Congress  to  investi- 
gate the  causes  of  the  failure  of  the  expedition 
under  the  command  of  General  St.  Clair.  If 
they  had  power  to  inquire  into  the  failure  of  a 
military  expedition,  had  they  not  the  same  power 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief;  because  the  failure  might  have  proceeded 
from  treachery  or  corruption  ?  The  power  which 
Congress  then  exercised  had  not  then  been  ques- 
tioned ;  and  Congress  had  at  this  session  recog- 
nised the  principle,  and  had  appointed  a  commit- 
tee to  investigate  the  state  of  the  Army  and  the 
causes  which  led  to  it.  Would  they  not  take  into 
consideration  the  agency  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  in  producing  that  state — and  if  they  could 
touch  upon  his  sacred  character  at  all,  could  they 
not  touch  upon  it  entirely?  As  to  precedent, 
they  were  not  without  it ;  and  as  to  the  existence 
of  grounds  of  suspicion,  it  was  not  questioned. 

It  was  said  however  that  all  the  facts  had  been 
known  to  Washington  and  Adams.  This  could 
not  not  be  correct.  It  was  true  indeed  that  some 
intimations  might  have  been  given  of  the  con- 
duet  of  this  officer,  but  they  were  not  made  in 
'such  a  direct  way  as  to  authorize  the  inquiry. 
But,  admitting  that  they  were,  did  it  follow,  be- 
cause these  high  officers  had  not  done  their  ooty. 
that  the  House  should  follow  their  example? 
Was  Burr's  conspiracy,  in  which  Wilkinson  was 
charged  with  being  concerned,  known  to  Wash- 
ington and  Adams?  It  did  not  exist.  Was  the 
charge  of  the  receipt  of  money  from  Spain  since 
1791  known  to  them  ?  Were  the  teA  thousand 
dollars  said  to  be  received  by  General  Wilkinson 
in  1794  known  of?  They  were  not.  Was  the 
secret  mission  said  to  have  been  sent  to  Mexico, 
immediately  after  the  Spanish  troops  were  with- 
drawn, known  to  them  ?  No,  Mr.  P.  said,  they 
could  not  have  been  known.  Had  the  public 
mind  ever  been  so  much  agitated  about  it  as  at  pres- 
ent? Unquestionably  not;  and  it  was  a  duty 
which  the  House  owed  to  themselves,  to  the 
honor  of  the  nation,  and  to  the  character  who 
was  charged,  that  if  they  went  into  it  they  should 
go  to  the  verv  bottom ;  that  they  should  have  no 
more  farcical  trials ;  that  they  should  do  justice 
to  the  individual  and  to  the  country.  Mr.  P. 
said  he  did  not  give  an  opinion  as  to  the  truth  or 


fallacy  of  those  charges.  A  gentleman  (Mr. 
Smilie)  however,  had  said  that  the  testimony  of 
Daniel  Clarke  had  no  weight  on  his  mind.  He 
(Mr.  Pearson)  knew  that  some  gentlemen  felt 
prejudices  against  Mr.  Clarke,  but  he  did  not 
oelieve  that  he  stood  in  such  a  point  of  view  that 
he  was  not  entitled  to  full  credit  in  a  court  of 

iustice ;  and  if  a  man  deposed  to  a  fact,  supported 
»y  irresistible  circumstances,  if  his  character  was 
black  as  midnight  he  would  be  entitled  to  credit. 
As  far  as  he  understood  it,  the  evidence  Mr. 
Clarke  had  lately  given  to  the  public  had  corrob- 
orated every  fact  which  he  had  borne  witness  to. 
Mr.  P.  concluded  by  saying  that  he  hoped  thtt 
gentlemen  would  not  find  an  apology  in  the  late- 
ness of  the  session  for  shrinking  from  an  investi- 
gation, but  that  the  resolution  would  beagreed  to. 

Mr.  LvoNsaid  that  when  this  subject  had  beep 
before  the  House  two  years  ago,  the  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  had  told  him  that  an 
inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General  Wilkinson 
had  been  ordered,  and  had  spoken  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  induce  him  to  believe  that  this  inquiry 
would  answer  the  object  he  had  in  view.  Mr. 
L.'said  he  bad  upon  this  information  declared  his 
aversion  to  go  any  further  in  the  resolution  which 
was  proposed  somewhat  similar  to  this.  He  was 
now  convinced  that  the  inquiry  then  made  bad 
answered  no  purpose  in  satisfying  the  nation,  and 
no  other  than  a  temporary  whitewashing  of  the 
man.  The  nation  (said  Mr.  L.)  is  now  as  dis- 
satisfied as  they  were  at  first.  I  wish  to  do  noth- 
ing to  prevent  the  inquiry.  I  was  not  then  nor 
am  I  now  of  opinion  that  we  have  i^ot  the  power 
to  make  the  inquiry.  I  would  cut  the  right  arm 
off  my  body  before  I  would  surrender  my  right  to 
inquire  into  any  impropriety  committed  by  that 
man.  I  never  will  give  up  that  right.  The  gen- 
tleman talks  about  the  President's  responsibinty' 
If  the  President  continues  a  corrupt  man  in  office 
for  years,  where  in  the  end  is  his  responsibility* 
To  whom  is  he  responsible?  To  the  nation; 
and  through  this  House  he  must  be  called  to  ao 
count  if  he  does  not  do  his  duty.  This  inquiry 
is  to  ascertain  whether  the  President  has  done 
his  duty  or  not,  and  we  must  impeach  him  if  he 
has  not.  This  resolution  goes  to  the  responsibility 
of  the  President,  and  will  lead  to  his  punishment 
if  it  be  found  that  he  has  acted  improperly. 

Mr.  Macon  said  it  was  true  that  according  to 
the  Constitution  no  militarv  officer  was  im prob- 
able, but  it  did  not  follow  that  the  House  bad  no 
right  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Army  or  tnc 
conduct  of  the  Commander-in-Chief;  for "  "ef 
bad  the  right  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
mortality  at  New  Orleans,  they  had  an  «fl^*V|[ 
strong  right  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  tnc 
Commander-in-Chief,  because  the  right  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  whole  Army  unquestionawy 
gave  the  right  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  tn 
individuals  composing  it.  If  we  can**^' *°?"l[! 
into  the  state  of  the  Army,  it  follows  that  in« 
Army  belongs  to  the  President  and  not  to  thenar 
tion.  It  follows  that  we  can  do  no*"*"'fi^,Jrto 
the  Army  after  it  is  once  raised,  unless  wholly 
disband  it,  be  the  abuse  \|hat  it  might 
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The  President  of  the  United  States  is  Com- 
mander-in-Chief of  the  land  and  'naval  forces, 
when  called  into  actual  service.  Compare  the 
present  state  of  things  with  that  before  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  During  the  Revolu- 
tionary war,  and  for  some  time  afterwards.  Gen- 
eral Washington  was  Commander-in-Chief  of  the 
Army.  At  that  time  the  Old  Congress  alone  had 
a  right  to  remove  officers;  they  possessed  the 
power  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  ofany  officer  or 
department.    When  the  new  Governmept  was  or- 

Sanized,  the  officers,  instead  of  being  appointed 
y  Congress,  were  to  be  appointed  by  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  President  and  approbation  of  the 
Senate.  It  is  certainly  true  that  the  power  of  in- 
qoiry  is  not  expressly  given,  but  it  is  taken  by 
implication.  It  might  have  been  doubted,  as  the 
Old  Congress  had  the  power  of  appointios  and 
removing  officers,  and  as  this  power  is  transferred 
to  the  President  and  Senate,  whether  the  power 
of  inquiry  is  not  referred  to  the  President  and 
Senate;  but  it  is  well  understood  that  the  con- 
stroetion  hia  been  given  to  it  which  the  Consti- 
tution intended.  The  President,  as  Commander- 
is-Chief  of  the  Army,  except  the  right  to  appoint 
and  dismiss  subordinate  officers,  stands  precisely 
as  Washington  did  during  the  Revolutionary 
war,  and  his  conduct  is  equally  liable  to  invest!- 

Sition.  If  Congress  had  the  right  of  inquiry 
en,  the  same  construction  would  give  them 
the  right  now.  Is  there  any  express  provision 
of  the  Constitution  authorizing  you  to  inquire 
into  the  waste  of  money,  or  any  other  abuse, 
unless  for  the  purpose  of  impeachment  ?  Have 
you  not  the  same  right  to  inquire  into  the  abuses 
of  the  Army,  or  the  evils  which  exist  there,  as  to 
inqoire  into  affairs  of  the  Post  Office  Department  ? 
Nothing  can  be  more  clear.  Suppose  a  case 
which  has  been  heretofore  stated ;  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  and  Commander-in- 
Chief  should  unite,  and  that^  deeming  it  proper, 
you  should  institute  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct 
of  the  latter,  and  the  President  should  shield  him 
by  erecting  a  court  of  inquiry  of  his  own  crea- 
tures— must  you  stay  here  inactive  or  be  turned 
out  of  your  seats  before  the  people  can  be  noti- 
fied of  their  danger  ?  In  what  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution, I  ask  gentlemen,  is  it  that  a  special 
power  is  given  to  inquire  into  abuse  of  an^  kind  ? 
Is  there  any  power  expressly  given  to  inquire  into 
the  eases  of  the  mortality  at  New  Orleans  1  No,' 
sir ;  nor  is  there  a  power  given  to  hang  a  man 
for  robbing  the  mail ;  but  the  fair  construction  of 
the  power  to  establish  a  Post  Office  has  given  us 
all  powers  necessary  to  carry  it  into  effect.  The 
power  to  raise  and  support  armies  is  also  given ; 
and  with  it  the  incidental  power  to  in(}uire  into 
all  the  conduct  of  the  Army.  Nay,  sir,  I  hold 
that,  if  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  euilty  of  any 
misconduct  or  offence  not  punishable  by  a  court 
martial,  complaint  may  be  made  to  Congress  of 
it.  From  this  construction  no  evil  can  result ; 
on  the  contrary  the  benefit  will  result  of  putting 
the  officer  more  on  his  suard. 

Id  the  case  of  St.  Clair,  it  is  true,  the  resolu- 
tion for  inquiry  was  general ;  but  was  it  a  mere  in- 


quiry, from  which  nothing  was  to  originate  ?  If 
so,  it  was  perfectly  useless.  What  must  have 
been  the  fair  object  of  the  inquiry?  To  ascer- 
tain where  the  blame  belonged.  Where  did  the 
blame  fall?  On  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the 
want  of  ammunition,  or  on  the  General,  for  want 
of  skill.  The  object  was  to.ascertain  on  whom 
it  lay.  I  recollect  it  was  the  opinion  then  in  pri- 
vate circles  that  if  it  appeared  the  Secretary  of 
War  wasblameable,  he  was  certainly  impeachable ; 
and  if  the  General  was  inculpated,  and  the  Presi- 
dent was  not  supposed  to  be  in  possession  of  the 
facts,  that  it  would  not  be  uncivil  to  send  the 
report  and  paper  to  him  that  he  might  know  the 
facts. 

If  there  ever  was  a  time  when  such  an  inquiry 
as  is  proposed  was  proper,  it  has  existed  for  two 
or  three  years  past.  Without  saying  anything  o( 
his  criminalitjr,  is  not  General  Wilkinson  sus- 
pected of  having  been  in  Spanish  pay?  Let 
what  will  happen,  can  you  expect,  under  suspi- 
cions of  this  kind,  that  tne  honest  men  of  this  na- 
tion will  serve  under  that  man  ?  "Can  any  reason- 
able man  believe  it  ?  As  to  the  point  whether 
Gteneral  Wilkinson  be  guilty  or  not,  if  the  man 
be  innocent,  that  innocence  ought  to  be  made  ap- 
pear ;  and,  if  guiltv,  he  ought  not  to  command 
our  army.  I  have  lately  had  sent  to  me  from  the 
Mississippi  Territory  a  pamphlet  containing,  as  it 
states,  the  defence  of  a  Captain  Scott  before  a 
court  martial,  where  he  was  arraigned  for  saying 
that  of  the  Cfommander-in-Chief  which  I  should 
think  any  man  of  feeling  would  as  lief  have  his 
head  cut  off  as  hear  said  of  himself;  and  what 
was  the  result?  The  person  who  was  accused 
was  not  broke,  but  merely  suspended  for  twelve 
months.  If  you  have  any  army  you  should  have 
men  to  command  it  who  are  not  only  spotless  but 
unsuspected.  Let  parties  dispute  as  much  as  they 
please,  there  will  always  be  men  in  each  party 
who  are  believed  morally  honest,  of  whom  it  will 
be  said  that  they  are  attached  to  their  country, 
that  the]^  have  no  foreign  connexion.  The  Con^ 
mander-in-Chief  ought  to  be  such  a  character 
that  no  man  iu  the  nation  will  feel  any  hesita- 
tion at  being  commanded  by  him.  If  we  have 
not.  if  you  reckon  that  the  people  of  the  countrT 
will  voluntarily  turn  out,  except  their  own  neigh- 
borhood be  invaded,  you  will  reckon  without 
your  host. 

If  the  doctrine  be  true,  that  you  cannot  inquire 
into  the  conduct  of  the  Commander-in-Chief,  in 
what  situation  do  you  place  yourselves  as  to  the 
Navy,  whose  scene  of  action  must  be  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  United  States,  where  the  individui^ 
has  it  much  more  in  his  power  to  oppress  against 
law,  and  if  he  chooses,  to  be  corrupted  bv  a  for- 
eign Government?  Everyman  living  has  his 
favorites,  and  there  are  some  that  get  to  be  the  fa- 
vorites of  almost  every  bod  y.  Let  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  so  work  himself  into.the  good  graces  of 
the  President  as  that  he  cannot  believe  the  man 
guilty,  and  he  cannot  bring  himself  to  the  point 
of  ordering  an  inquiry,  because  the  very  orderins^ 
it  will  show  bis  suspicion  of  the  person  involved. 
Then^,  sir,  if  you  take  up  the  doctrine  that  the 
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President  alooe  should  inauire,  you  will  find  the 
neoessity  aod  propriety  of  Congress  having  the 
power  to  inquire ;  for  it  is  hardly  possible  that  the 
same  person  who  had  entwined  himself  round 
the  feelings  of  an  upright  man,  should  be  as  much 
a  favorite  of  Congress.  According  to  gentle- 
men's admissions,  you  may  inquire  into  minor 
points,  as  whether  the  Commander-in-Chief  re- 
ceives too  much  pay,  dbc.  If  you  cannot  inquire 
further,  the  army  is  the  army  of  the  President 
and  not  of  the  nation.  If  this  be  true,  all  we  have 
heretofore  done  as  to  inquiry  is  usurpation.  We 
can  give  good  gifts,  it  seems,  but  cannot  inquire 
into  the  character  or  conduct  of  those  who  re- 
ceive them. 

I  hope  the  resolution  will  pass,  late  in  the  ses- 
sion as  it  is.  I  hope  it  will  be  adopted,  if  it  be 
only  to  fix  this  important  principle:  that  we  can 
investigate.  If  it  were  the  last  day  of  the  session 
I  would  seal  the  resolution  with  my  vote. 

The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  must  recol- 
lect that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  we  got  an 
inquiry  in  179!^  or  I7d3/  I  considered  an  impor- 
tant point  to  be  gained  two  years  ago,  when  the 
House  sent  papers  on  this  subject  to  the  President, 
thus  intimating  their  desire  of  an  inquiry ;  and, 
"when  we  adopt  this  resolution,  it  seems  to  me  we 
shall  have  finished  the  work.  If  you  say  you  cannot 
inquire  in  this  way,  you  make  armies  ten  times 
«s  dangerous  as  they  were  before.  Suppose  that 
the  Commander-in-Chief  was  about  to  erect  him- 
self into  a  despot — would  you  saj  that  we  should 
ait  still  here  and  not  inquire?  Suppose  you 
Jcnew  that  he  was  corrupting  the  Army  in  order 
to  get  a  throne — would  you  sit  here  inactive  1  If 
we  did,  sir,  we  should  deserve  the  chains  he  was 
forging  for  us. 

Mr.  Holland  again  spoke,  repeating  and  en- 
forcii^  his  arguo^ent  that  the  committee  of  the 
House  could  not  compel  the  attendance  of  per- 
sons and  production  of  papers.  Neither  he  nor 
any  other  member,  he  said,  had  argued  that  Con- 
gress could  not  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Army. 

Mr.  Bibb's  motion  for  indefinite  postponement 
-was  negatived—yeas  33,  nays  79,  as  follows : 

Ys^fr— William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  WUliaia  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd>  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  James  Cochran,  Wil- 
liam Crawford,  JoImi  Dawson,  William  Findley,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner,  James  Holland,  Ja- 
cob Hufly,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Alexander  Mo- 
Kim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Por- 
ter, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Eras- 
tus  Rooty  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  John  Smi- 
He,  John  Taylor,  and  Robert  Whilchill. 

Natb — Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditos  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Qay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Orchard  Cook, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  jr.,  Joseph  Desha, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  FiA,  David  8. 
Crarland,  Thomas  Ghblaon,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thom- 
as R.  Gold,  WUliam  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin 
Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson/ jr., 
Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones, 
William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knieker- 


backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St.  Loe  Lher- 
more,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent  Mil- 
thews,  Archibald  MoBiyde,  Samuel  McKee,  William 
Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gordon 
8.  Mumford,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benja- 
min Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  JosiahQuincy,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Roane,  Thomas  SammoM, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samnel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiej,  Dennii 
Smelt,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturget, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samnel  Taggart,  Ben}amin  Tallmadge, 
John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Tronp,  Cbsriee 
Turner,  jr.,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Etekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Ro^>ert  Wilb- 
evspoon. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  that  tba  Home 
dp  agree  to  the  first  member  of  the  resohitioa, 
contained  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

"lUsohed,  That  a  committ^  be  apjtointed  tohtqmre 
into  the  condnCt  of  Brigadier  General  James  WUkinMi, 
in  relation  to  his  hating,  at  any  time,  whilst  in  ^  es^ 
▼ice  of  the  Umted  States,  corruptly  received  moaej 
Irom  the  Government  of  Spain,  or  its  agents,  or  in  r^ 
lation  to  his  having,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  been  an 
accomplice,  or  in  any  way  concerned  with  the  agenti 
of  any  foreign  Power,  or  with  Aaron  Burr,  in  a  project 
against  the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  to  dis- 
member these  United  States." 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  demanded  by  one- 
fiAh  of  the  members  present,  and  the  Clerk  bar- 
ing called  07er  the  same,  it  was  suggested  hy  a 
member,  in  his  place,  from  Maryland,  to  wit: 
Mr.  McKiM,  that  he  had  committed  a  mistake  in 
giving  his  vote  on  the  qaestion  last  taken,  and 
that  he  had  intended  to  vote  in  the  negative  and 
not  in  the  alfirmative  side  of  the  said  qaestion, as 
the  same  had  been  recorded  by  the  Clerk. 

The  Spbakdr  then  directed  the  Clerk  to  cati 
the  name  of  the  member,  Mr.  MoKiM,  ajgain ;  and 
being  so  called,  Mr.  McKim  answered  in  the  neg- 
ative. 

An  objection  was  made  to  the  right  of  chang- 
ing the  vote,  by  a  member  frrom  Virginia,  Mr. 
Randolph,  unless  by  the  tmnnimous  consent  of 
the  House. 

The  Speaker  determined  that,  according  to 
the  practice  of  the  House,  the  member  from  BW" 
ryland  had  a  rtg*^  to  change  bis  vote. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bibb,  that  the 
member  frota  Maryland  have  leave  to  correet  bis 
vote. 

To  which  the  member  from  Maryiaad,  Mr. 
MoKiM,  objected. 

A  question  of  order  was  raised,  "  whether  the 
motion  of  the  member  from  Qeorgia,  Mr.  Bi»i| 
was  then  in  order?" 

The  Speacsr  decided  that  the  motion  of  toe 
member  from  Georgia  was  in  order.  , 

From  which  decision  of  the  Chair  an  appw 
was  prayed  to  the  House  by  Mr.  Ranooi^h- 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Lewis,  twt 
the  House  do  now  adjourn.  ^     the 

A  question  of  order  was  raised,  whether  ti»« 
motion  to  adjourn  was  in  order,  pending  a  ^^*' 
tion. 
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The  SFfiAUR.d«CeinQiDed  it  not  id  order. 

And  debate  ariMog  thereon,  a  motion  was.again 
made,  by  Mr.  Smilib,  thai  the  Hoase  do  now 
adjourn. 

A  qqestmof  order  was  affain  raised,  whether 
the  motion  of  the  member  from  Pennsylvania, 
Mr.  SwLiB,  was  in  order,  pending  a  question. 

The  SPE4KBB  determined  that,  on  reflection,  it 
wa9  in  order,  aud  corrected  the  decision  jnst  be- 
fore made. 

Prom  which  deci^on  an  appeal  was  prayed  by 
Mr.  Randolph,  And  debate  arising,  the  House 
adjourned. 

Wediussdat,  April  4. 
On  ffipiion  of  Mr.  W.  Alstom^  the  House  re* 
somed  the  consideration  of  the  joint  resolution 
proposed  bf(  him  (ot  an  adjournment  on  the  33d 
ApriL  And  it  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to,  with- 
ont.debate,  by  a  large  majority^  [ft  yet  requires 
the  concuirence  of  the  Senate.] 

GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

The  question  on  the  appeal  of  Mr.  Randolph 
froni  the  decision  of  the  Chair,  in  relation  to  the 
motion  of  the  member  from  Cieorgia,  Mr.  Bibb, 
recurring,  Mr.  Bibb  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  proposition 
of  the  raesaber  from  Maryland,  Mr.  McKim,  in 
haring  stated  his  wish  to  cnanee  his  vote  of  yes- 
terday, froia.thfe  affirmatire  sijis  of  the  question, 
having  answered  in  the  skfl^mative  by  mistake. 

The  Spbacas  directed  tha  Clerk  to  call  him 
a|pai%  wheA:  the  gentleman  aaawered,  ^'ujo." 

A  gentkmaa  from  Virginia,  Mr.  Randolph, 
objected  to  th^  gentleman's  changing  his  vote, 
onlew  it  he  considered  as  informally  done,  and 
by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House. 

The  Spbakbr  stated,  that  it  had  been  the  prac- 
tice, and  that,  the  eentleman  had  the  right  to 
change  his  vote  as  above. 

Froti)  which  Mr.  Randolph  appealed. 

An4  the  question  being  taken,  "  Is  the  decision 
of  the  Chair  correct?''  it  was  determined  in  the 
aSrmative— yeas  76,  nays  19,  as  follows: 

Y»AS — Willis  Alston,  jr.«  WilUam  Anders<m»  Eiei- 
kiel  Bae^n,  David  Bard,  Wm  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Brow%  Rpbert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph 
Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb, 
Junes  Cochran,  Orchm  Cook,  James  Cox,  William 
Orawfbrd,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha*  William  Find- 
ley,  Jonatfiso  risk,  Meshack  Franklin^  Banillai  Gan- 
nett, Gideon  Gardner,  Thos.  Gholson.  Peterson  Good- 
njn,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Ha%,  Richard  M.  John- 
son, Walter  Jones,  WHliam  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key, 
John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyie,  Robert  Marion, 
Vincent  Matthews,  Sam^iel  McKee,  Alexander  Mc- 
Kim, Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas 
R.  Moore,  Tliomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon 
8.  Momford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas 
Newtpn,  John  Nicholson,  Benjamin  Pickman^nnior, 
Jahn  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
Sbeneser  Sage.  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seavec, 
Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 


Henry  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Georga 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Jabez  Upham,  Rob- 
ert Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU,  Ezekiel  Whitman, 
James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wither- 
spoon. 

Nats — Burwell  Bassett,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James 
Breckenridge,  Martin  Chittenden,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Her- 
man Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewi^jvLn^  Joseph  Pear- 
son, John  Randolph,  Dennis  Smelt,  Richard  Stanford, 
John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Ni- 
diolas  Van  I)yke,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  La- 
ban  Wheaton 

The  yeas  and  nays,  as  taken  yesterday  upon 
the  first  member  of  the  resolution,  then  under 
consideration,  were  called  for  and  the  same  being 
read  over  by  the  Clerk,  there  app^ared-r-yeae  87,. 
nays  34,  aa  foUowa: 

YsAS^Esekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Brown,  William  Butlev,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaph- 
roditns  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clayj 
John  Clopten,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard 
Cook,  Jolui  Davenport,  jr^  John  Dawson,  Joseph  De* 
sha,  William  Ely,  James Emott,  Jona^aa  Ptsk,  David' 
S.  Garland,  Thomas  GholsoB,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Benj.  How- 
ard, Jonathan  H.  HnUi>ard,  Richard  Jackson,  junior^ 
Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Waller  Jones» 
WWiam  Kennedy,  raiip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knieker* 
backer,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  LWemorei 
Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vin- 
cent Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Sanrael  McKee, 
William  Milnor,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moorei 
Jonathan  0»  Bfoseley,  Gnioon  &L  Mumford,  John 
Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun<ry 
Tmiothv  Pitkhs,  jun.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EKsha  R.  Pot- 
ter, Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Penn- 
sytvania,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Koet,  Thos.  Sammons, 
Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Shefiey,  Dennis  Smdt,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 
Lewis  B.  Sturgee,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samnel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  ThomfMon,  Uri  Tracy» 
George  M,  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Jabez  Upham, 
Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.yan  Rensselaer,  Robert 
Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon^ 

Nays — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd^ 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  William  Crawford^ 
WilUam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Gardner^ 
James  Holland,  John  Love,  Robert  Marion,  Alexander 
McKim,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger 
Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Ebenezer  Sage,  John 
Smilie,  John  Taylor,  and  Robert  WhitehiU. 

The  question  then  recurred,  that  the  House  do 
agree  to  the  second  and  last  member  of  the  reso- 
lution, contained  in  the  words  following,  to  wit: 

'*  That  the  said  committee  inquire  generally  into  the 
conduct  of  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  as  Brigadier 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States ;  that  the 
said  coomiitfese  have  power  to  send  for  persons  and  pa- 
pers, and  compel  their  attendance  and  production ;  and 
that  they  report  the  result  of  their  inquiry  to  this 
House." 

A  motion  was  made,  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennes- 
see, and  the  question  being  taken,  that  the  farther 
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eonsideratioD  of  the  said  second  member  of  the 
said  resolution  be  postponed  until  to-morrow,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  78,  nays  31, 
as  follows : 

Year— Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Btssett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdcU,  James  Breckeniidge,  John 
Brown,  William  Butler,  Miurtin  Chittenden,  Matthew 
Clay,  Howell  Cobb^ James  Cochran,  John  Davenport, 
jr.,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  David 
S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thos. 
R.  Gold,  Edwm  Gray,  WUliam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan 
H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  jr.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jr.,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vin- 
cent Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee, 
Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore, 
Qnrdon  S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nichol- 
son, Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timo- 
thy Pitkin,  jr.,  Peter  B.  Porter,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Roane,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James 
Stephenson,  Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benja- 
min Tallmadge,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicho- 
las Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert 
Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  Whitman,  James 
Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  William  Crawford, 
Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  WUUam  Fmdley,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  John 
Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Alexander  McKim, 
John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  Eben- 
ezer  Sage,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  John  Smilie,  Henry 
Southard,  John  Taylor,  Robert  WhitehiD,  and  Rich- 
ard Winn. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  that  the  House 
do  agree  to  the  whole  of  the  said  resolution,  and 
resolved  in  the  affirmative— yeas  80,  nays  29,  as 
follows : 

Ybas— Ezekiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Brown,  WiUiam  Butler,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaph- 
roditus  Champion,  Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay, 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  John  Davenport,  jun., 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  WUliam  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Edwin 
Gray,  WiUiam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel 
Heister,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  WUliam  Kennedy,  PhUip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Jos^h  Lewis,  jun.,  Edvrard  St.  Loe 
Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Pleas- 
.  ant  M.  Miller,  WUliam  MUnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Gnr- 
don  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Bemamm  Pickmwi,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Peter 
B.  Porter,  Ehsha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Roane,  Eras- 
tus  Root,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 


Lewis  Bv  Stnrges,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge, Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner, 
jr.,  Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  KUlian  K.  Yaa 
Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel 
Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— -William  Anderson,  Adam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  James  Cox,  WUliam  Cnw- 
ford,  WilUam  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  James  Hol- 
land, Jacob  Huily,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert 
Marion,  Alexander  McKim,  Jofan  Montgomery,  Ni- 
cholas R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelion, 
Thomas  Newbold,  John  Porter,  John  Rheaof  TemiM- 
see,  Matthias  Richards,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  8et- 
ver,  John  SmUie,  Henry  Southard,  John  Taylor,  Rob- 
ert WhitehUl,  and  Richard  Winn. 

It  was  then  ordered  that  the  committee  to  be 
appointed,  pursuant  to  the  resolution,  do  consist 
of  five  members. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  PiTKiif,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  be  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  General  James  Wilkinson, 
be  appointed  by  baUot,  and  that  the  6th  day  of  April, 
instant,  at  twelve  o'clock,  this  House  wiU  proceed  to 
the  appointment  of  the  committee. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Rhea, 
Love,  W.  Alston,  Dawson,  and  Root,  and  sup- 
ported by  Messrs.  Pitkin,  S  heffbt,  Pearson,  EIet, 
&IBB;  Lton.  and  Smilie. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative — yeas  52,  nays  64,  as 
follows : 

Yeas— William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Junes 
Breckenridge,  Wm.  Chamberlin,  Epai^roditus  Cham- 
pion, Martin  Chittenden,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Daven- 
port,  jun.,  William  Ely,  James  EuMtt,  Thos.  R.  Oold, 
Edwin  Gray,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haieo, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St  Loe 
Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archi- 
bald McBrvde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Mihior, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkm,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Qumcy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennijl- 
vania,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Samuel  SmiUv 
Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  StephensoBy 
Lewis  B.  Sturges,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troop, 
Jabez  Upham,  JVicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Andereon, 
David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John 
Clopton,  HoweD  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Mesbad 
Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David 
S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Jas. 
Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  John 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moors,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson, 
Thomas  Newbold,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,  Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rheaof  Tennessee, 
Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Eben- 
ezer Sage,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis 
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Smalt,  (George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
John  Thompoon,  Uri  Tracj,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehiil,  Richard  Winn, 
and  Robert  Witherepoon. 

And  a  committee  was  appointed  accordingly, 
punaant  to  the  said  order,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Butler,  Root,  Champion,  Dbsha,  and  Pearson. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
Mr.  Lovs  said  h€  rose  to  ask  for  information 
on  a  sabjeet  which  he  believed  a  majority  of  the 
House  were  disposed  to  act  on  during  the  present 
session ;  and  yet,  with  the  lights  the  Legislature 
possessed  on  it,  it  would  l^  impossible  to  act 
understandingly.  The  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasunr  of  March,  1809,  relative  to  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  United  States' Bank  charter,  had 
certainly  shed  some  information  over  the  com- 
manity  on  the  subject  to  which  he  alluded,  and 
had  afforded  statements  which  demanded  an  in- 
restigation  before  the  nation.  The  first  he  would 
notice  was  that  relative  to  a  portion  of  stock  held 
"by  foreigners  in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States ; 
a  further  iDquiry  into  this  circumstance  became 
now,  when  Conp^ress  was  called  on  to  renew  the 
charter  of  that  institution,  of  very  great  import- 
ance. It  is  recommended  by  the  report  to  contract 
for  placing  Our  revenue  deposites  in  the  hands  of 
this  institution,  by  agreeing  for  an  interest  on 
them.  At  that  time  three-fourths  of  this  stock 
was  held  by  foreigners,  but  the  prices  of  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes'  Bank  stock  has  been  from  London 
quotations  much  higher  regularly  there  than  in 
our  markets;  it  is  probable,  therefore^  foreigners 
at  this  moment  own  much  more  of  it,  as  it  has 
been  a  more  profitable  remittance  thdn  bills  or 

Srodace  to  any  place  we  could  carry  it  under  the 
Orders  in  Council  and  French  decrees.  If  this 
has  been  the  course,  I  wish  to  know,  said  Mr.  L., 
to  what  extent  it  has  taken  place,  (not  because 
the  evils  are  not  entirely  sufficient  which  this 
country  labors  under  from  suffering  three-fourths 
of  this  prolific  fund  to  be  in  the  hands  of  foreign- 
ers, and  allowing  them  to  drain  more  than  eleven 
per  cent,  on  it  in  specie  from  our  country  annu- 
ally, and  which  has  already  amounted  to  at  least 
ten  millions  of  specie,)  but  also  because  it  may  be 
important  to  know  how  this  institution,  when  the 
stock  shall  all  have  gone  into  foreign  hands,  will 
move  on.  It  is  true  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  in  his  report  told  us  that  foreigners  have  no 
rote,  this.  I  presume,  is  a  mistake,  as  foreigners 
are  only  prohibited  to  vote  by  proxy  ;  if  foreign- 
ers do  not  vote,  and  they  hold  all  the  stock,  the 
institution  ends — if  they  do  vote,  they  are  in  pos- 
session of  our  revenues.  On  this  subject  I  will 
state  one  circumstance,  disclosed  to  a  committee 
of  which  I  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member,  by  a 
gentleman  who  solicited  to  be  heard,  on  theclaim 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  before  that  com- 
mittee. He  told  us  that  the  votes  of  late  years 
ffiveu  for  directors  of  the  bank  were  Vjery  few — 
his  truth  und  candor  cannot  be  doubted — but  the 
disclosure  is  certainly  instructive,  and  proves  that 
this  immense  money  engine  is  at  thi^  moment 
wielded  by  a  few  American  citizens,  subordinate 


to  an  immense  majority  of  foreigners.  There  is 
nothing  in  the  charter  to  prevent  the  election  from 
being  made  by  our  American  citizens  only ;  and 
either  that  mode  may  be  adopted  by  foreigners 
of  managing  our  money  concerns,  and  our  reve- 
nues for  us,  or  they  may  perhaps  more  wisely 
send  a  few  of  their  own  countrymen,  who  may 
personally  vote^  for  the  charter  allows  it. 

I  think  too,  sir,  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  has  not  fully  stated  the  profits  of 
this  institution,  when  he  rates  them  at  only  8|  per 
cent,  on  its  capital  of  ten  millions ;  it  is  clear,  irom 
the  average  amount  of  discount  debts  being  fifteen 
millions,  this  must  be  the  average  diviaend  on 
active  capital,  consisting  at  the  time  of  his  report 
of  only  $7,770,000  J  they  were,  besides  this,  draw- 
ing six  per  cent,  on  $2,230,000  of  their  capital  in 
fmblic  stock,  and  this  is  the  smallest  sum  of  pub- 
ic debt  they  have  ever  held.  I  wish  to  inquire 
something  into  this  subject  too,  before  we  decide 
on  giving  to  this  foreign  institution  a  further  mo- 
nopoly of  our  money  matters,  which  will  cost  the 
citizens  of  this  country  one  million  of  specie  per 
annum,  as  long  as  it  lasts. 

I  will  also  ask  for  some  further  information. 
An  alarm  has  within  a  few  days  past  been  strongly 
excited,  that  a  refusal  to  continue  the  charter  of 
the  bank  company  of  the  United  States'  Bank, 
would  produce  such  terrible  distresses  as  was 
never  witnessed  before  in  this  country.  One  gen- 
tleman has  been  heard  to  say,  that  unless  it  was 
done,  the  President  would  be  obliged  to  convene 
Congress  specially  for  this  purpose.  We  should 
prepare  to  counteract  those  impressions  of  appre- 
hensiouj  and  to  show,  if  correct  information  can 
be  obtained,  that  there  is  no  cause  of  terror  or 
alarm.  In  order  therefore,  to  obtain  the  necessary 
informaUon,  I  submit  the  following  resolutions, 
which  I  ask  the  immediate  consideration  of: 

**  Resohed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
requested  to  furnish  this  House  with  the  names  and 
titles  of  the  stockholders  of  tl^e  Bank  of  the  4Jnited 
States,  if  any  document  in  his  oQce  will  afford  that 
information ;  and,  if  not,  endeavor  to  obtain  that  infor- 
mation from  the  bank  aforesaid — and  lay  it  before  this 
House  as  soon  as  possible. 

'^  Re§ohed,  That  die  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  also 
be  reqaested  to  furnish  this  House  with  the  number  of 
shares  voted  on  at  the  last  election  of  directors,  for  said 
bank,  and  the  names  of  those  voting,  if  to  be  obtained. 

*'  That  he  be  requested  to  state  to  this  House  by  what 
information  he  was  enabled  in  his  report  of  Mareh, 
1809,  to  the  Senate,  to  fix  the  average  of  dividends  of 
said  bank  at  8|,  precisely  8  l3-34th8  per  cent,  per  an- 
num ;  and  also  to  state  the  amount  of  public  stock  or 
other  public  debt  held  by  that  institution  on  each  first 
day  of  January  since  its  operations  commenced. 

"That the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  requested  tO' 
inform  this  House,  what  is  ihe  amount  of  capital  re- 
tained in  Philadelphia  by  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  what  the  amounts  thereof  distributed  to  the 
branches  of  that  bank  respectively. 

'*  What  have  been  the  average  amounts  of  deposites 
of  public  moneys  in  each  of  those  banks  in  any  pre- 
ceding year,  or  for  the  year  1808,  if  as  practicable  to 
obtain  it  as  any  other,  and  whether  the  sum  of  $800,- 
I  000,  stated  in  hb  report  aforesaid,  to  be  dne  from  the 
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SlatG  banks  to  the  United  Statee  Bank  wm  due  on 
acooant  of  deporitee  of  poblic  moneys,  or  not." 

Mn  Love  also  laid  on  the  table,  without  re- 
qairiog  the  immediate  consideration  of  it,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

"  Reaohedt  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  permit  the  de- 
posites  of  the  revennes  of  the  United  States  to  be  placed 
m  any  bank,  the  stock  of  which  to  the  amount  of  one- 
half  is  held  by  persons  who  are  not  citizens  of  die  Uni- 
ted States." 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolutions, 
50  to  30. 

Mr.  dciNCY  observed  that  as  the  gentleman's 
object  was  to  obtain  the  names  and  numbers  of 
foreign  stockholders,  the  resolution  was  too  broad. 
It  might  be  that  the  names  of  the  domestic  stock- 
holders were  held  sacred  by  the  officers  of  the  bank, 
and  that  it  would  be  deemed  improper  to  publish 
them.  If  any  |^reat  public  advantage  was  ex- 
pected to  be  derived  from  obtaining  the  names  of 
the  foreign  stockholders.  Mr.  d.  said  he  was  wil- 
ling to  vote  for  it,  but  not  for  the  domestic.  It 
was  true,  he  said,  that  the  gentlemen  who  at- 
tended before  the  committee  had  admitted  that 
bat  few  stockholders  attended  the  election  of  di- 
rectors ;  but  this  proceeded  not  from  their  limited 
number,  but  from  the  confidence  which  was 
placed  in  the  directors  of  the  bank,  and  their  usual 
re-dection  without  opposition.  He  moved  to 
amend  the  resolution  bv  inserting  the  word  **  for- 
eign" before  the  word  "  stockholders,"  in  the  first 
resolution. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  resolution  lie 
on  the  table,  alleging,  as  a  reason  for  the  motion, 
the  state  in  which  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  was  when  the  House  adjourned,  and 
which  rendered  it  absolutely  necessary  to  decide 
on  it  before  any  other  subject  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Love's  resolutions  were  ordered  to  lie  on' 
tht  taUe. 


•  TauRSDAr,  April  5. 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Rhba.  the  House^  resolved 
iUelf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the  bill 
for  establishing  post  roads. 

[This  coasou&ues  all  former  laws  on  the  sub- 
ject into  one  law^  aod  makee  coatiderable  aiter* 
ations  in  the  present  post  roads,  patting  down 
those  which  have  been  unprodaetive  or  burden* 
some,  and  erecting  others  ifeemed  necessary.] 

A  Message  was  received  from  the  Pre^dent  of 
the  United  States,  enclosing  a  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  in  compliance  with  the  resolution 
of  the  House,  of  the  25th  March,  calling  for  in- 
formation on  the  subject  of  impressments  of  Amer- 
ican seamen. 

Mr.  FiBK  observed  that  he  had  understood  that 
a  mistake  had  occurred  in  the  passage  of  the  act 
for  taking  the  census  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,  in  enrolling  it,  so  that  at  present 
it>illowed  nine  instead  of  five  months  (as  agreed 
to  by  the  House)  to  assistants  to  make  their  re- 
turns, and  required  the  marshals,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  eight  hundred  dollars,  to  make  returns  in 
seven  months,  two  months  before  they  eould  bare 


received  them.  To  remedy  this  error  he  meved 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  bring  in  a  bill. 

Mr.  Randolph  seconded  the  motion,  observing 
that  he  had  himself  received  a  letter  on  the  sob- 
ject  from  a  marshal. 

Mr.  Fisk's  motioB  was  agreed  to,  nem,  con., 
and  M^srs.  Fibk,  PtTKiN,  and  Macon^  wereap^ 
pointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  said  reso- 
lution. 

The  Speakbr  hid-  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  William  Lambert,  proposing,  should  the 
House  think  proper  to  authorize  htm,  to  collate 
and  pablish  a  correct  statement  of  all  the  ques- 
tions of  order  decided  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, since  the  commencement  of  the  existini^ 
form  of  Government,  to  the  end  of  the  present 
session  of  Congress.— Referred  to  Messrs.  Ba9- 
8ETT,  Pitkin,  and  Macon,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon  to  the  House. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittto; 
a  statement  of  the  annual  amount  of  expeoditore 
in  relation  to  the  Military  and  Naval  Establish- 
ments, from  the  year  1789,  to  the  year  1809$  which 
were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^Aoaet 
authorizing  the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  qtiaa* 
tity  of  public  land  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Mid- 
dlesex Canal,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,"  wu 
read  twice,  and'commitfed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  from 
the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  authoriziog  the  sale 
and  erant  of  a  certain  quantity  of  public  land  to 
the  Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company." 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  the  laws  within  the  District  of  Colom- 
bia," was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  LandS)  to  whom  was  referred  the  biM  sent 
from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to  extend  the 
time  for  making  payment  for  the  public  lands  of 
the  United  States,  in  certain  cases,"  reported  the 
same,  without  amendment;  and  the  bill  was 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next.  * 

Mr.  M.,  also,  from  the  same  committee,  pre- 
sented a  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  certain 
lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  commuted  te 
a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 


Friday,  April  6* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings, 

Re80l9€d,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  required  to  lay  before  this  House  a  sutement 
of  the  amounts  of  the  moneys  which  were  due 
to  the  United  States  from  individuals  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  years  1807  and  1810,  on  ac- 
count of  the  purchase  of  public  lands. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 

Ordered^  That  the  Committees  of  the  Whow 
to  whom  were  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Margaret  Lapsley ;  the  bill  for  the  reliefer 
John  Thompson ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moaea 
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TouDg;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Orove  Pomeroy; 
and  the  bill  fof  the  relief  of  John  Minor ;  and 
the  reports  of  the  CommiUee  of  Claims  on  the 
petiiioDs  of  Lucy  Dixon  and  Arthar  St.  Clair ;  be 
sererally  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  said  hills  and  reports ;  and  that  theybe  seve- 
imlly  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
whom  is  committed  the  rejiort  of  the  said  Com- 
■liitte  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of  John  Murray. 

Mr.  Weak  LET  presented  two  memorials  from 
anndry  inhabitants  of  the  State  oi  Tennessee, 
praying  that  aueh  measures  may  be  adopted  by 
the  GSenend  GfoTemment  as  will  secure  to  them 
the  free  and  unmolested  narigation  of  the  Mobile 
and  Tombigbee  rivers,  of  which  they  are  now 
depnred  by  the  interposition  of  Indians,  through 
whose  country  the  said  rivers  rqn ;  and  that  pro- 
vision may  he  made  for  extinguishing  the  Indian 
title  to  so  much  of  the  eoootry  adjacent  to  those 
rivals  as  is  necessary  for  settlements  for  the  pro- 
tection of  boats  passing  up  and  down  the  same. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  petitions  be  referred  to 
the  Secretary  of  State. 

Mr.  FisK,  from  the  con^mittee  appointed  yes- 
terday, presented  a  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  providing  for  the  third  censns,  or  ent^me- 
tioa  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States," 
faasad  the  26th  day  of  March,  1810;  which  wa? 
raaii  twioe,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
tlie  third  tine  to-day. 

Mr.  LovB  from  the  Committee  for  the  District 
of  Cohimbia,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  the  act, 
•atitkd  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of 
the  City  ef  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lamhia ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  committed 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Claims  on  the  petition  of  John  Murray,  to  which 
Committee  of  tne  Whole  is  committed  the  reports 
of  the  Committee  of  Claims  on  the  several  petitions 
of  Lucy  Dixon,  Arthur  St.  Clair,and  David  Black- 
w«il,  and  the  several  bills  for  the  relief  of  Marga- 
ret Lapsley,  John  Thompson,  John  Minor,  Moses 
Taung,  and  Grove  Pomeroy;  and,  after  some 
tine  w^em  therein,  the  Committee  rose,  and  re- 
ported to  the  House  their  disagreemieBt  to  the 
icMUitton  contained  in  the  report  on  the  petition 
of  said  Murray,  as  follows :  ""  ReeoUed,  That  the 
pfajrar  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  granted^'' 
their  disagreement  to  the  resolution  contained  in 
the  report  on  the  petition  of  said  Dixon,  as  fol- 
lows: **'Re»<Avedj  That  the  prayer  of  the  peti- 
tioner oujrht  not  to  be  granted ;''  their  disagree- 
TDOBt  to  tne  resolution  contained  in  the  report  on 
the  petition  of  said  St.  Clair,  ps  follows :  ^  Re-^ 
90lved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted ;"  and  their  disagreement  to  the 
resolution  contained  in  the  report  on  the  petition 
of  said  Blackwell,  as  follows :  <'  Resolved,  That 
the  praver  of  the  petitioner  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed ;"  which  said  several  disagreements  were  con* 
sidered  and  concurred  in  by  the  House* 

Mr.  Dasiu,  from  the  said  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  also  r^rted  several  amendments  to  the 
bill  lor  the  rebef  of  Margaret  l^jfi^y ',  whiah 
11th  CojBi.  2d  S£ss.— 56 


were  read,  concurred  in  by  the  House,  and,  toge- 
ther with  the  said  bill,  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table* 

Mr.  D.,  also,  reported  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
John  Thompson ;  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  John 
Minor;  and  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Moses  Young, 
without  amendment. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  several  bills  be  engross- 
ed^nd  read  the  third  time  to-n^orrow. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  pf 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
Baynham.  The  bill  was  reported  without  amend- 
ment, and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the 
third  time  on  Wednesday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  ''An 
act  providing  for  the  third  census,  or  enumera- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States," 
passed  the  26th  day  of  March,  1810,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed.  • 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  i^  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  report  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  aqd  Manufactures  on  tlie  petition  of 
George  Armroyd  and  Company;  and,  after  some 
time  spent  therein,  the  Comipittee  rose,  and  re- 
ported their  agreement  to  the  resolution  therein 
contained;  which  said  resolution  was  read  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioaeiis  is 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 

Ordered^  That  a  bill  be  brought  in,  pursuant  to 
the  said  resolution;  and  that  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and  Manufactures  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  William 
W.  Weymouth.  The  bill  was  reported  with  an 
amendment  thereto;  which  was  read  and  con- 
curred in  by  the  House,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 


Saturday,  April  7. 

Mr.  Eppes,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  presented  a  bill  authorising  a  loan  qf 
money  for  a  sum  not  exceeding  the  amount  q{ 
the  principal  of  the  public  debt  reimbursable 
during  the  year  1810;  which  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Mon- 
day  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  therelief  of  Moses  YoUng 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Thomp- 
son was  read  the  third  time,  and. passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  Minor^ 
administrator  of  Reuben  Minor,  was  read  the 
third  time,  and  passed. 

An  engrossed  hill  for  the  relief  of  William  W. 
Weymouth  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  post  roads; 
and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the  Commit- 
tee rose,  and  reported  progress. 

Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred,  on  the  29th  ultimo,  the  report  of  a  select 
committee  on  the  ipemorial  of  the  stockholders 
oi  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  presented  a  bill 
continuing  in  force  for  a  term  of  twenty  years 
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the  act,  entitled  ^'An  act  to  incorporate  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,"  on 
the  terms  and  conditions  therein  mentioned ; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Macon,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
that  part  of  the  Message  from  the  President  of 
United  States  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion, which  respects  our  foreign  relations,  made 
a  further  report,  in  part,  of  a  Dili  concerning  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  is  as  follows : 
A  Bill  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 

the  United  States  and  preat  Britain  and  France, 

and  for  other  purposes. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  4re»y  That  the  third  section  of 
the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  and  continue  in 
force  certain  portions  of  the  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uni- 
ted States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  repealed. 

Section  two  proyides  that  all  penalties  heretofore 
incurred  shall,  nevertheless,  be  collected. 

Sic.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  case 
either  Great  Britain  or  France  shall,  before  the  third 
day  of  March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as 
that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  lawful  commerce  of 
the  United  States,  which  fact  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  declare  by  proclamation,  and  if  the 
other  nation  shall  not,  within  three  months  thereafter, 
flo  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  in  like  manner,  then  the 
Uiird,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and 
tenth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  dependencies, 
and  for  other  purposes,"  shall,  from  and  after  the  expi- 
ration of  three  months  from  the  date  of  the  proclama- 
tion aforesaid,  be  revived  and  have  full  power  and  effect 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  dominions,  colonies,  or  depend- 
encies, and  to  the  articles  the  growth,  produce,  or  man- 
ufacture of  the  dominions,  colonies,  or  dependencies  of 
the  nation  thus  refusing  or  neglecting  to  revoke,  or 
modify,  her  edicts  in  the  manner  aforesaid. 

The  bill  was  read  a  first  time,  and  passed  to  a 
second  reading— -51  to  39,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Monday  next. 


Monday,  April  9. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Johnson  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn,  and,  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative 
r-yea  1,  nays  39. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Macon, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Re- 
lations be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of 
the  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  of  the  twelfth  of  January  last,  communi- 
cating information  relative  to  the  blockade  of  the 
ports  of  the  Baltic  by  France,  and  the  exclusion 
of  neutral  vessels  by  Russia,  Sweden,  and  Den- 
mark. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  the  bill 


concerning  invalid  pensioners ;  and  the  same  be- 
inff  read,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  bill  was  then  further  amended,  and  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
morrow. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  to  establish  post 
roads;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein,  the 
Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  with  amend- 
ments. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Lewis  Garanger; 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  on  Friday  next. 

Mr.  J.,  also,  made  a  report,  containing  a  detail- 
ed statement  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  petitioo 
of  Lewis  and  Charles  Qaranger. 

CHARLES  BEAN. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
made  a  detailed  report  on  the  petition  of  Charles 
Bean,  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner,  captain  of  a  company  in  the  fint 
regiment,  first  brigade,  and  sixth  division  of  the  militia 
of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  was  appoint- 
ed by  Levi  Lincoln,  Esq.,  Lieutenant  Gk)vemor  and 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Militia  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Massachusetts,  the  militia  officer,  near  the 
port  of  entry  for  the  district  of  York,  to  whom  the  col- 
lector was  to  apply,  if  necessary,  for  assistance  to  cany 
into  effect  the  several  embargo  laws,  agreeably  to  an 
act  of  Congress  passed  the  9th  day  of  January,  1809, 
entitled  "An  act  to  enforce  and  make  more  eftctual 
an  act,  entitled  *An  act  laying  an  embargo  on  allshipi 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,'  and  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto;" 
the  written  designation  and  appointment  of  the  peti- 
tioner bearing  date  February  1,  1809.  That  on  the 
26th  of  February  1809,  the  petitioner  received  a  let- 
ter from  Alexander  Mclntire,  Esquire,  collector  of  the 
port  of  York,  requesting  him  to  go  on  board  the  brig 
Betsey*  then  lying  in  the  port  of  York,  (suspidon*  be- 
ing entertained  of  an  intention  of  getting  her  to  sea  in 
violation  of  the  embargo  laws,)  and  detain  her  until  he 
should  see  what  Ihrther  might  be  done  with  the  veaiel; 
that  the  petitioner,  in  obedience  to  the  oommaiMb  of 
his  superior  officer,  did  promptly,  and  without  delayi 
call  upon  the  following  persons  belonging  to  his  com- 
pany, viz:  John  Famham,  Henry  Holmtfs,  Ebeoeitf 
Grant,  William  Roberts,  John  Moulton,  and  Jooth 
Moulton,  private  ^Idiers,  and  did  go  on  board  Mid 
ressel  with  David  Baker,  deputy  inspector  of  the  port 
of  York,  without  committing  any  violence  whatever; 
that,  after  having  been  on  board  of  said  vessel  half  an 
hour,  William  Boyd,  the  reputed  owner  of  the  vessel, 
came  on  board,  and  ordered  the  said  David  Baker,  your 
petitioner,  and  those  under  him,  to  quit  his  vessel,  using 
very  harsh  language,  and  threatening  to  raise  a  mobto 
take  the  vessel  from  him ;  that  the  petitioner  ^^^J^ 
soldiers  guarded  the  vessel  until  the  tide  had  ebbed  so 
much  that  it  was  impossible  she  could  get  out  that 
tide,  and  then  left  the  wharf;  that  on  the  28th  Febru- 
ary, the  petitioner,  his  soldiers,  and  the  deputy  ip*?®^ 
tor  above-mentioned,  were  arrested  by  a  warrant  issued 
by  Daniel  Sewall,  Esq.,  for  a  riot,  in  entering  ^^]^ 
sel,  and  the  next  day  were  carried  before  Jacob  Ftfher. 
£Bq.,of  Kennebunk,  twen^  miles  distant  from  York, 
although  no  iese  than  eight  magistrates  of  coapettfi^ 
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jinvdietioii  lived  in  York ;  that  upon  the  trial  of  said 
pvoeeeiitions,  Joetice  Fisher  declared  the  emhargolaws 
anconetitiitional,  and  the  order  of  Levi  Lineoln,  Esq. 
illegal ;  and  the  petitioner,  together  with  the  persons 
acting  under  him,  were  recognised  in  the  sum  of  fiAj 
dollars  each,  for  their  i4>pearance  at  the  superior  court 
held  at  York ;  that  the  petitioner,  and  those  recognised, 
attended  at  said  supreme  court  thirteen  days,  when 
they  were  dlschaiged  hy  the  court,  no  bill  being  found 
against  them  by  the  grand  jury ;  the  petitioner  then 
prays  compensation  for  their  time,  trouble,  and  expen- 
ses incurred.  The  committee  think  it  reasonable  and 
right  Uiat  the  petitioner  should  be  paid  the  expenses 
necessarily  incurred  in  the  improper  interference  of  the 
magistrate,  and  those  prosecuted  with  the  petitioner ; 
and  the  account  rendered,  amounting  to  $319  44,  is 
not  considered  by  the  committee  as  exorbitant  To 
prore  the  material  facts,  as  stated  in  this  report,  the 
committee  refer  to  the  order  from  Leri  Lincoln,  Esq., 
the  letter  of  the  rerenue  officer,  the  proceedings  of  the 
eovrtv  and  other  documents  filed  with  the  petition. 
The  committee*  therefore,  beg  leaTe  to  report  a  bill. 

Mr.  J.  then  preteDted  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Charles  Bean  ;  which  was  read  twice,  and  com- 
nitted  t#  the  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

APPORTIONMENT  OF  REPRESENTATION. 

Mr.  Fi8K  said  he  rose  to  offer  a  resolution,  which 
be  had  for  some  time  wished  to  present  for  the 
consideration  of  this  House.  It  is  to  provide  for 
fixing  the  apportionment  of  the  Represeo  tat  ires 
of  the  several  States  accordiog  to  the  third  census. 
The  last  ratio  was  one  Representative  for  every 
thirty-three  thousand  souls ;  which  gave  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  members  to  inis  House — a 
number  as  large  as  may  be  considered  necessary 
for  the  despatch  of  legislation,  or  to  preserve  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  It  is  estimated  that  the 
next  census  will  give  seven  millions  two  hun- 
dred thousand  souls,  which,  according  to  the  pres- 
ent ratio  of  representation,  would  give  to  this 
House  two  hundred  and  eighteen  members — a 
greater  number  than  could  be  accommodated 
within  these  walls,  and  a  greater  body  of  men 
than  could  progress  with  the  business  of  this  House. 

After  the  census  shall  be  taken,  the  amount  in 
each  State  ascertained,  and  the  fractional  numbers 
known,  it  will  be  much  more  difficult  to  fix  the 
ratio  than  at  this  time.  I  therefore  beg  leave  to 
submit  the  following  resolution.  And  as  it  em- 
braces a  subject  of  great  importance,  I  have  no 
objection  that  it  lay  on  the  table  a  few  days  for 
the  consideration  of  the  members : 

Resohedf  That  the  apportionment  of  Repretentativee 
amongst  the  several  Stateiv  according  to  the  third  enu- 
meration of  the  people,  ought  to  be  in  the  ratio  of  one 
Representative  for  every  fort^-five  thousand  persons  in 
eadi  State,  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  bring 
in  a  biU  accordingly. 

A  motion  was  made  that  the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table. 

A  motion  was  also  made  to  postpone  it  for  a 
week. 

Mr.  Pioi^AN  moved  to  postpone  the  further 
coDsideratioa  of  the  retolution  indefinitely.  He 
Ihmiglit  the  quettion  eould  be  decided  to  much 


greater  advantage  in  the  two  first  months  of  the 
next  session  of  Congress  than  in  the  two  weeks 
remaining  of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  Macon  was  against  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. Every  one,  on  refiection,  must  be  satisfied 
that  it  would  be  better  to  decide  the  ratio  of  ap- 
portionment now  than  after  the  result  of  the  cen- 
sus was  known.  He  thought  the  resolution  had 
better  have  been  in  blank  as  to  the  ratio.  The 
ratio  might  be  settled  either  by  fixing  the  number 
of  Representatives  of  whom  the  House  should 
consist  after  the  next  census,  or  by  fixing  the 
number  of  souls  which  should  entitle  a  district 
to  a  Representative. 

Mr.  UoLD  said,  however  desirable  it  might  be 
at  this  time  to  fix  the  ratio,  he  doubted  very  much 
whether  a  decision  would  now  settle  the  question. 
If  a  law  were  now  to  be  passed,  and  there  should 
be  several  large  fractions  on  any  given  ratio,  there 
would  be  a  strong  disposition  to  alter  the  ratio  at 
the  next  session.  He  thought  it  would  be  expe- 
dient also  to  postpone  the  apportionment,  because 
it  might  be  affected  by  the  proportion  in  which 
the  population  of  the  United  States  may  have 
increased  since  the  last  census,  which  could  not 
be  ascertained  till  after  the  census. 

Mr.  duiNOT  said  he  understood  the  object  of 
the  resolution  to  be  to  settle  a  principle  before  the 
facts  were  ascertained.  Now  it  was  his  opinion 
that  the  House  should  know  the  facts  first,  and 
settle  the  principle  afterwards.  Suppose  the  prin- 
ciple to  be  adopted — perhaps  one  or  two  States 
mifi^ht  be  entitled  to  but  one  Representative,  which, 
had  the  ratio  been  fixed  at  fortv  thousand,  might 
have  been  entitled  to  two.  This  would  appear 
to  operate  uojustlv.  The  House  must  know  the 
facts  in  order  fairly  to  apportion  representation. 
The  apportionment  ought  to  be  made  not  merely 
in  relation  to  popdlation,  but  to  the  weight  of  the 
different  States  in  the  Union — and  these  consider^ 
ations  could  not  have  their  due  weight  till  after 
the  relative  numbers  were  ascertained. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  was  in  favor  of  deciding  on 
the  subject  at  this  session.  He  had  no  fear  of 
difficulty  resulting  from  fractions  remaining  un- 
represented. It  Would  be  recollected  that  at  the 
last  apportionment,  Delaware  had  a  fraction  of 
thirty-ooe  thousand  left,  and  Carolina  twenty- 
nine  thousand.  The  small  States  could  not  object 
to  the  course  proposed ;  for  if  this  question  was 
postponed  till  after  the  census,  and  a  particular 
ratio  should  appear  to  suit  the  returns  or  the  three 
large  States,  they  would  support  it  and  carry  it 
too,  notwithstanding  the  large  fractions  it  might 
leave  to  smaller  States.  A  disadvantage  would 
therefore  result  to  the  small  States  from  postpone- 
ment rather  than  from  a  decision  now. 

Mr.  FisK  said  there  was  one  other  reason  why 
an  apportionment  should  be  made  at  this  session, 
viz :  that  it  would  enable  the  State  Legislatures 
at  their  ordinary  winter  sessions  to  divide  the 
States  into  districts,  and  not  subject  them  to  the 
necessity  of  an  extra  session  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  LivBBMORB  was  a^inst  indefinite  post- 
ponement, because  be  was  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  the  subject  ought  to  be  acted  oo  at  this  sef-» 
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tioD,  bat  wished  the  r^solation  to  lie  on  the  table 
a  day  or  two.  He  said  be  was  coavinced,  from 
his  experience  in  the  manoer  of  doing  boBiness 
in  this  House,  that  it  wdold  take  nearly  the  whole 
cf  the  next  session  of  Congress  to  make  the  ap- 
pordonmeat,  if  it  was  postponed  till  after  the  toen- 
ails was  taken.  He  had  rather  the  resolation  bad 
been  blank  as  to  the  ratio. 
^  Mr.  Fi0X  modifed  his  motion,  so  as  to  leave  it 
blank  as  to  the  ratio. 

Mr.  BuswtLL  thought  that  the  present  was  the 
proper  time  to  iix  the  proportion ;  becanse,  after 
tlie  respective  numbers  of  each  State  were  re- 
ceived^ it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the  larger 
States  to  fix  the  ratio  as  they  pleased,  and  at  pres- 
et none  of  the  State  jealousies  could  be  brought 
inco  action,  which  would,  when  the  returns  were 
•etually  made.  To^  over  the  difficulty  said  to 
exnt  in  settling  a  principle  before  the  facts  were 
ICDown,  iC  was  only  necessary  to  say  that  so  many 
members  should  compose  the  House.  If  the  pot>- 
Illation  Iras  smaller  than  expected,  there  would 
still  be  the  iiumber  deemed  proper  to  constitute 
the  House ;  and  if  it  was  larger  there  would  be 
no  gteat  increase  of  members,  to  the  detriment  of 
public  business.  Mr.  B.  said  he  was  folly  im- 
pressed with  the  necessity  of  acting  on  the  sub- 
ject at  the  present  session.  If  postponed  till  the 
result  of  the  census  was  known,  and  the  particu- 
lar interest  of  each  member  of  the  House  became 
implicated  in  the  decision  of  it,  there  would  be 
extreme  difficulty  in  coining  to  a  decision. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  could  not  conceive  any  ob- 
jection to  patting  the  resolution  in  its  present 
shape.  In  this  question  there  was  an  inconve- 
nience on  one  side  and  etii  on  the  other.  It  was 
an  inconvenience  that  the  House  could  not  with 
precision  ascertain  the  population  of  the  United 
States ;  but,  from  the  increase  in  times  past,  the 
inerease  for  the  last  ten  years  might  be  estimated. 
The  evil  of  postponement  on  the  other  hand  was 
great.  Mr.  S.  said  he  had  been  in  Congress  when 
the  ratio  of  representation  had  been  settled  here- 
tofore, and  he  had  never  seen  a  more  difficult 
question— -and  it  ended  at  last  in  a  bargain  be- 
tween the  members  of  the  different  States;  and 
from  these  bargains  no  good  coold  arise.  He  much 
preferred  deciding  on  the  aufajeot  at  the  present 
ataaion. 

Mr.  RnfeA  of  Tennessee  was  anxious  that  the 
•object  shonki  lie  on  the  table  a  day  or  two,  the 
more  especially  as  there  was  such  a  disagreement 
of  opinion  as  to  the  operation  of  the  roeasure  of 
fixing  the  ratio  beforehand.  Coming  (Vom  a  small 
State  himself,  he  feared  lest  the  principle  should 
epevate  to  the  injury  of  the  small  States.  He  said 
he  had  been  much  surprised  at  the  declaration 
of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  that  the 
question  would  be  decided  eventually  (if  post- 
poned) by  Individual  interest.  If  on  such  a  ques- 
tion the  House  was  to  be  governed  by  individual 
interests,  what  was  the  nation  to  expect  from 
them  1  This  suggestion  was  another  reason  in 
his  mind  for  the  resolution's  lying  on  the  table. 

Mr.  SuiLiB  had  spoken  of  human  nature  as  he 
^fonnd  it,  even  in  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 


an  welt  as  aU  othertrHa  i^^ee  of  aelf-conetfa 
always  influenced  ivdividiMl  condnot.  Whoevw 
1/ad  assbted  at  8ett1rn|^  the  representation  of  a 
State  would  conceive  the  dHBculty  of  deeilivf 
these  questions. 

The  motion  fbr  indefinite  |»ostponement  wt» 
negatived,  ayes  29.  The  motion  to  postpone  to 
Monday  shared  the  same  fkte,  a^es  33.  The  mo- 
tion to  lie  on  the  table  was  carried^53  to  41. 

TuBsnAT,  April  10. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill4o  re- 
move the  office  of  collector  of  Tappahaonock  to 
Fredericksburg ;  that  of  Niagara  to  Lewistown; 
to  ^aex  a  part  of  the  State  m  New  Jersey  to  the 
collection  district  of  New  York;  to  estahiiih  t 
■ew  dtstiict,  to  he  caUed  tfaediacriot  of  St  La«- 
reoee ;  to  make  Oapit  St.  Vincent V  in  the  distriec 
of  Sackeu's  Hartwr,  n  ^t  of  delivery,  and  ott 
of  the  district  of  Miami  to  make  a  new  district, 
to  be  called  the  district  of  Sandusky ;  and  for 
other  purposes ;  which  was  read  twice,iand  com- 
mitted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  Friday 
next. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nblson, 

Baolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  lo 
inquire  into  the  expedienj^  of  amending  an  aet, 
entitled  "An  act  more  efiectually  to  provide  for 
the  organization  of  the  militia  of  ihe  District  of 
Columbia,"  with  leave  to  report  by  bill,  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Nelson,  Mr.  Turner,  and  Mr.  Tai^l- 
MAOGE,  were  appointed  a  committee,  pursaantto 
the  said  resolution. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hook 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  biiL  entitled  ^Aa 
act  fixing  the  compensation  of  puolic  Mioittais, 
and  of  Consuls  re&iding  on  the  coast  of  Barbtrf, 
and  for  other  purj^osesp  to  which  they  deaiiethe 
concurrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morrow,  ■ 

Ordered^  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  be 
discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  tfafe 
bill  providing  for  the  printing  and  disuikatiiig 
of  such  laws  of  the  United  States  as  respecttt^ 
public  lands ;  and  that  the  said  bill  be  engrossed, 
and  read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  fix- 
ing the  compensation  of  puolic  Ministers,  and  of 
Consuls  residing  on  the  coast  of  Barbery,  aod  for 
other  purposes,'^  was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to 
be  vead  the  third  xkae  on  Thweday  next 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Retrr,  ' 

Besolff^  That  a  committee  be  anpointcd  » 
bring  in  a  bill  appointhig  the  time  for  the  nelt 
meeting  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Root,  Mr.  GoonwYN,  and  Mr.McBBtDB, 
were  appointed  a  committee,  pursuant  to  the  saw 
resolution. 

An  engrossed  bill  concerning  invalid  p^sion- 
ers  was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  tonsKlar  the  &^^ 
ments  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to  theWi 
to  establish  post  roads ;  and  the  same  being  t^t 
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t  seTerall^  ooaeurred  in  bv  the  Hoatt.  The 
hiU  was  tken  further  jtUMiidea,  *^^  wdered  to  be 
-•iigressed,  and  read  the  third  time  on  Tharsday 


A  mssmge  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hoase 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  biU,  entitled  ^^An 
«et  rcfnlating^  the  Pott  Office  Estai)lishiBBnt," 
with  amendments ;  to  which  amendments  they 
desire  the  coneurrenoe  of  this  House. 


Wednesday,  April  11. 

The  ameadmeats  of  the  Seaaie  to  the  bill,  en- 
titled "^Ao  aet  regttUtiag  the  Post  O£oe  Estab- 
lishment," were  read,  and  ordered  lo  lie  oa  the 
table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tallmadqb, 

Orderedj  That  tt*  Committee  of  the  Whole 
to  whom  b  committed  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Abraham  Whipple  be  discharged  from  the  eon- 
aideiatioB  thereof. 

On  motioB  of  Mr.  Potter, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
ta  whom  is  committed  the  bill  to  allow  the  bene- 
fit of  drawback  on  merchandise  transported  by 
land  conTcyapce  from  Newport  to  Boston,  and 
from  3o8ton  to  Newport,  in  like  manner  as  if  the 
eame  were  transported  coastwise,  be  discharged 
from  the  eonsideration  thereof. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend* 
ments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  '*An  act 
regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment;''  and 
tM  tame  being  again  read,  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Bacon^  that  the  fbliowing  words,  to  wit : 
**  Ekction  25,  lines  2  and  3«  strike  out  the  words, 
^  eaeh  postmaster,  XHrorided  each  of  his  letters  or 
packets  shall  not  exceed  half  an  ounce  in  weight,'' 
appearing  to  hare  been  an  interpolation  in  the 
ameadments  sent  from  the  Senate  after  the  same 
were  received  by  the  House,  be  expunged  there- 
Jirom. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr,  Alston,  that  the 
md  amendment  do  lie  on  the  table :  '  When  a 
message  was  received  from  the  Senate  informing 
Ae  Hottse  that  an  inaccuracy  had  taken  place  in 
statins  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill 
^  regmating  the  Post  Office  Establishment^"  and 
mmA  the  return  of  the  said  bill  and  amendments 
to  the  Senate. 

The  question  wa^  then  taken  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  AlstoNj  and  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pitetn,  the  House  again  re* 
aomed  the  consideration  of  the  said  amendment: 
When  the  question  recurred  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Baoon,  before  stated,  and  the  sanle  being 
taken,  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirnnitive. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  in  the 
ibllowtag  words : 

**  On  message  irom  the  Senate,  by  their  Secretaiy, 
ffoggesting  thtt,  in  stating  the  amendmei^ts,  sent  to 
Ibe  bill,  entitled  'An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Es- 
tablitfhraenty'  «i  inaccnra^  had  taken  place,  and  re- 
qaeetiBg  this  House  to  rslam  the  said  bill,  toge&er 
aath  the  said  amendments,  to  the  Senate :' 

«"  Ordered,  That  the  Clerk  do  return  said. bill  and 
^aaenteents  to  the  Senate;  agreeably  to  ^ir  request" 


And  the  queation  being  taken  that  the  Hoose 
do  agree  to  the  said  motion,  it  was  reaolved  in  tha 
affiroaative* 

An  engEossed  bill  providing  for  the  printing 
and  distributing  of  such  laws  of  the  United  States 
as  respect  the  public  hinds,  was  read  the  third 
time,  aA4i  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  for  the  Belief  of  WiUiam 
Baynban^  was  read  the  third  time, and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ranoolph, 

Re90ltedy  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  directed  to  lay  before  this  House  a  statement 
of  the  annual  receipt  into  the  Treasury,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  present  Federal  Gbvem* 
ment  to  the  end  of  the  year  1809,  distinguishing 
the  amount  af  such  annual  receipt  as  may  have 
proceeded  from  the  duties  on  imports  and  ton* 
aage.  from  the  internal  revenues,  from  the  direct 
tax,  rrom  the  sale  of  poihlic  lands,  and  from  loans; 
together  with  a  stttement  of  the  amount  of  debt 
annually  incuried  and  reimbursed  within  the 
same  period. 

A  message  fr^m  the  Senate  returned  to  the 
House  the  eorrected  amendmeats  to  the  bill,  en* 
titled  *^An  act  regolaling  the  Post  Office  Estab* 
lishmant;"  and  infoimed  the  House  that  theSen« 
ate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  author* 
izing  the  discharge  of  John  Kerr  from  his  impri»« 
onment,"  with  amendment ;  to  which  they  desire 
the  eonourrence  of  this  House. 

The  bill  altering  the  time  of  holding  the  cir- 
Quit  ooorts  of  the  United  States  for  the  district 
of  Maryland,  went  through  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
thkrd  reading* 

COLONEL  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  aaid  that  the  Ho^e  wa^  al- 
ready  apprized  of  the  death  of  Colonel  William 
Washington,  in  whom  our  country  had  lost  one 
ot  her  most  illustrious  sons.  It  is  very  far  from 
my  intention,  sir,  said  he,  by  an  v  amplification  of 
mme  to  lessen  the  impression  ot  that  merit  which 
the  bare  mention  of  his  name  is  calculated  to 
make  on  the  mind  of  every  nian  who  hears  me. 
It  is  not  the  least  unequivocal  proof  of  that  worth 
that  it  was  not  extinguished  by  the  effulgence  of 
his  great  kinsman's  glory^  With  which  it  was 
daily  brought  into  comparison.  The  reputatioa 
which  can  stand  such  an  ordeal  as  this,  is  iar  be- 
yond the  praise  or  blame  of  an  humble  indivdual 
like  me.  If,  to  the  proposition  which  I  am  about 
to  offer,  an  objection  should  arise  in  the  breast  of 
any  man  who  hears  me  on  the  score  of  the  rank 
which  that  gentleman  bore  in  the  late  American 
army,  permtt  me  to  suggest  that  it  is  a  testimony 
to  valor  and  not  to  rank.  It  is  not  a  mere  respect 
to  rank  which  I  wish  the  House  to  pay.  It  is  not 
in  rank  to  add  to  the  infamy  of  an  Arnold,  or  to 
the  glory  of  a  Washington.  I  will,  thereforOi 
move  the  following  resolution : 

ReMohedt  That  the  members  of  this  Honse  da  wear 
crape  on  the  left  arm  during  tiie  remainder  of  the  sea- 
sion,  as  a  testimony  of  reiipect  for  the  memory  of  WD- 
Kam  Washmgton,  late  a  Lieutenant  Colonel  in  the 
ReTolutionary  army. 
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Mr.  Smilib  said  be  hoped  there  was  no  man  who 
Mi  more  respect  or  gratitude  to  those  men  who 
serred  their  country  during  the  Revolutionary 
war  than  he  did,  but  this  resolution  appeared  to 
be  improper  on  several  grounds.  I  a^ree,  said 
Mr.  S.,  with  the  gentleman  from  Virgmia,  that 
rank  should  have  no  eflfect  on  the  opinions  of  the 
members  of  this  House  on  such  a  subject  as  this. 
But,  is  it  not  singular  that  as  to  the  many  heroes 
who  have  served  us  during  the  Revolution,  who 
have4^ow  gone  to  their  long  home,  no  notice  has 
been  taken  of  their  merits  by  us,  nor  any  step 
taken  to  confer  upon  them  the  honor  now  pro- 
posed to  be  conferred  on  this  officer,  whom  I  ac- 
knowledge to  be  meritorious?  We  have  seen  a 
Greene  die,  and  certainly  no  man  exceeded  him  in 
rank  or  merit,  the  General-in-Chief  excepted. 
We  have  seen  a  Wayne  also  die ;  and  I  do  not 
recollect  that  such  a  tribute  was  proposed  to  any 
D^an,  who  served  us  during  the  Revolution.  Shall 
we,  then,  by  passing  this  resolution,  sanction  an 
idea  that  Lieutenant  Colonel  Washington  was  en- 
titled to  more  respect  than  others  ?  Would  not 
the  passage  of  this  resolution  be  considered  as  an 
indirect  censure  on  the  other  Revolutionary  char- 
acters who  have  gone  from  us  ?  When  the  other 
heroes  fall  that  are  still  existing,  we  must,  if  we 
pass  this  resolution,  pay  the  same  respect  to  their 
merits^  or  suppose  them  to  have  been  inferior. 
This  would  introduce  into  the  Legislature  invid- 
ious comparisons,  and,  instead  of  legislating,  we 
shall  be  sitting  as  judges  upon  character.  In 
every  respect,  I  think  the  resolution  objection- 
able. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  resolution  with- 
out further  debate,  and  passed  in  the  negative — 
yeas  30. 

POST  AND  PATENT  OPHCB  BUILDING. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  better  accommoda- 
tion of  the  General  Post  Office,  and  Patent  Of- 
fice, and  for  other  purposes.. 

[This  bill  authorizes  the  President  to  cause  to 
be  purchased  or  erected  a  building  suitable  for 
the  accommodation  of  these  offices.] 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  was  not  unfnendlv  to  the 
object  of  the  bill ;  but,  because  he  thougnt  there 
were  other  subjects  much  more  urgently  requiring 
the  attention  of  the  House,  he  moved  to  strike 
out  the  first  section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Q.UINCY  hoped  the  motion  would  not  pre- 
yail.  The  state  of  the  Patent  Office  was  such 
that  every  gentleman  i^ust  know  that  something 
ought  to  be  done  in  relation  to  it;  but,  in  his 
mind;  a  much  more  important  reason  in  favor  of 
the  bill  was  the  present  exposed  state  of  the  pub- 
lic records.  It  was  a  disgrace  to  the  nation  that 
they  should  lie  in  the  state  in  which  they  now 
were,  exposed  to  casualty  from  five-and-twenty 
fires  in  the  same  building,  and  to  all  the  defalca- 
tion resulting  from  their  exposure  in  a  garret. 
The  power  was  given  to  purchase  or  build,  be- 
cause it  was  suggested  that  a  convenient  build- 
ing ^commonly  called  Blodget's  Hotel)  could 
now  oe  purchased  at  a  low  rate. 


Mr.  Bacon  said  he  was  very  anxious  that  the 
motion  should  not  pre<vail.  It  would  save  ao 
time  to  discuss  the  motion  to  strike  out  the  sec- 
tion, and  he  honed  the  gentleman  from  Sootii 
Carolina  himselr>  would  [^convinced  of  the  pro* 
prietv  of  acting  on  the  subject.  He  called  upon 
gentlemen  to  consider  the  nature  of  the  modelt 
in  the  Patent  Office.  Gentlemen  might  laugh  at 
it,  and  call  it  a  gimcrack  a£bir,  but  it  was  tbt 
depository  of  the  genius  of  the  country.  If  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  it  would  be  a  ^i-eat  loss  to'  the 
country.  The  nation  was  deriving  from  the  Pat- 
ent Office  a  revenue  of  seven  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  and  it  ou^ht  to  have  such  accommodation 
as  the  revenue  it  produced  would  warrant. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  was  nega- 
tived. The  sum  of  twenty-thousand  dollars  was 
appropriated  for  the  purpostA  of  the  bill. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
which  was  ordered  to  be  en^ossed  for  a  third 
reading.  54  to  23,  after  an  objection  of  Mr.  Smh 
LIB  to  tne  passage  of  the  bill  in  the  present  state 
of  the  Treasury,  on  account  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  twenty  thousand  dollars  which  it  con* 
tained. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  concerning  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  depea* 
encies,  and  for  other  purposes. — [No.  2.] 

Mr.  Gholson  said  he  could  net  believe  that 
this  assembly  would  consent  to  this  bill  in  its 
present  form,  and  he  felt  strengthened  in  his 
opinion  when  he  recollected  that  they  had  deter* 
mined,  after  solemn  debate,  that  they  would  not 
abandon  the  policy  of  the  last  thre^  years  without 
some  substitute  for  the  measure  at  present  ia 
existence.  The  bill  on  the  table  was  in  direct 
hostility  to  the  sense  of  the  House  as  expressed  oa 
that  vote,  for  it  provided  for  the  removal  of  every 
species  of  opposition  to  the  belligerent  edicts* 
By  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  no  oppositioa 
was  to  be  made  either  to  the  decrees  or  orders  of 
France  or  Great  Britain  till  an  accommodatioa 
with  her  enemy,  by  which  accommodatioa  the 
cause  of  our  difficulty  must  in  some  measure  cease 
before  any  measure  of  resistance  to  the  authors  of 
it  could  be  interposed.  Another  objection  to  this 
section,  Mr.  G.  said,  was,  that  it  held  up  the  honor 
and  character  of  this  nation  to  the  highest  bid- 
der, with  a  view  to  operate  on  the  belligerents  to 
do  us  justice.  Was  this  the  tone  which  a  free 
Government  should  use  7  Are  we  sir,  said  h% 
become  so  insignificant  that  we  are  not  onlf  to 
entreat  but  to  purchase  justice  ?  If  justice  can 
be  obtained  in  no  other  way  but  by  purchas^ 
submission  itself  is  preferable,  to  justice  obtained 
in  this  way.  He  apprehended  that  everjr  ©aft 
who  had  had  the  slightest  co-operation  inw 
measures  of  the  Government,  must  have  in  neflr 
the  freedom  and  liberation  of.  the  commerce  ot 
his  own  country.  Was  there,  he  asked,  ^^f^^ 
pectation  of  liberating  it  by  submission  1  y* 
gentlemen  expect,  by  cowering  before  theBn""* 
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lioo  and  Gallic  eagle,  to  free  commerce  from  its 
shackles  ?  So  far  from  holding  out  to  the  bel- 
ligerents any  inducement  to  repeal  their  edicts, 
the  bill  Missed  would  fasten  them  still  more 
firmly.  To  destroy  the  dan^^erous  character  of 
the  bill,  he  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  and  insert  three  sections,  providing. 
1.  For  a  non-importation  of  British  and  French 
ffoods;  2.  To  invest  the  President  of  the  United 
States  with  a  provisional  power  to  suspend  the 
law  as  to  either  belligerent  which  should  revoke 
its  edicts;  and  3d,  to  employ  the  Army  and  Navy 
of  the  United  States  to  enforce  the  system. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  it  was  very  probable  that 
the  Committee  of  Foreig[n  Relations,  in  the  pro- 
docCion  of  the  present  bill,  in  their  endeavors  to 
please  everybody,  might  succeed  in  pleasing  no- 
body.  It  was  easy  to  find  fault — it  had  been  de- 
monstrated that  It  was  more  easy  to  destroy 
thaR  to  build  up  any  system  or  bill  on  the  sub* 
jeet  of  oar  foreign  relations.  And  if  there  was 
no  yielding,  no  conciliatory  disposition  afibrded 
from  any  quarter  of  the  House,  it  was  certain 
we  should  go  home  and  do  nothing  to  save  the 
honor  of  this  nation,  (to  use  the  phrase  so  oAen 
repeated  to  us  by  the  opposers  of  the  first  bill 
offered  on  this  subject,  and  now  used  a^tnst  this 
second  bill,  by  the  gentlemen  last  up?)  1  wish 
the  House  to  act  on  the  state  of  tbinss,  I  would 
say  the  state  of  votes,  as  they  actually  exist;  I 
wish  no  part  of  the  House  to  give  up  more  of  opin- 
ion than  the  committee  have  given  up,  no  more 
than  I  myself  have  given  up.  The  House  must 
recollect  my  opinions  expressed  in  the  discus- 
sions on  the  first  bill.  The  state  of  things  I  found 
here  on  my  arrival,  at  the  beginning  of  the  ses- 
sion, forced  and  compelled  a  relinquishment  of 
the  opinions  I  had  set  out  from  home  with.  The 
navigation  bill,  as  it  was  called,  received  my 
support ;  it  received  the  sanction  of  the  gentle- 
men last  up,  (Mr.  Qholson.)  That  bill  was 
lost  in  the  Senate ;  and  on  the  questions  for  in- 
sisting and  adhering  the  fear  was  expressed  on 
this  side  of  the  House,  I  do  not  know  but  the  gen- 
tleman himself  was  one  who  expressed  it.  that 
this  House  was  likely  to  adjourn  at  the  end  of 
the  session  without  leaving  on  record  any  the 
slightest  species  of  protest  or  resistance  against 
the  injurious  and  unjust  orders  and  decrees  of  the 
belligerents.  The  system  in  the  first  bill,  it  seems, 
was  both  too  strong  and  too  weak ;  and  this  senti- 
ment, strange  as  it  may  appear,  was  not  merely 
entertained  by  different  parties  of  gentlemen  in 
this  House,  but  in  fact  the  very  Hotspurs  for 
energetic  measures,  if  they  participate  in  the 
views  taken  of  this  bill  in  a  speech  which  I  find 
in  the  public  papers — I  say  if  anything  is  to  be 
collected  from  this  very  able  production,  it  is  this 
wonderful  fact :  that  Mr.  Macon's  bill  was  both 
too  strong  and  too  weak  to  suit  the  palate  of  the 
patrons  of  energy.  I  shall  by  and  by  show  which 
of  these  two  qualities  was  most  predominant  in 
their  view  of  it.  You  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  tbat 
the  bill  I  have  iust  spoken  of  was  lost,  and  more 
than  a  fortnight  had  elapsed  after  that  event, 
and  not  ontil  this  House  had  resolved  to  adjourn! 


on  the  twenty-third  instant,  was  the  bill  now  be-- 
ibre  you  offered  by  the  committee.  We  waited^ 
as  long  as  we  could,  consistently  with  our  duty,, 
for  the  project  of  those  gentlemen  who  had  de- 
stroyed the  first  bill,  and  for  which  I  think  pub- 
lic sentiment  justly  held  them  responsible.  They 
offered  none,  and  were  gliding  down  the  stream 
of  time  and  approachiDg  the  vortex  of  ruin,  ac- 
cording to  their  ideas,  when  the  system  of  com- 
mercial restriction  should  cease,  and  when  not  a 
feather  of  opposition  or  resistance  was  to  be  held 
up  by  this  Qovernment  against  the  detestable 
and  unlawful  oppression  of  France  and  Great 
Britain  towards  this  unoffending  country.  The 
bill  on  your  table,  sir,  1  know  is  not  very  strong ; 
1  am  sure  it  will  not  suit  the  palates  of  those  who 
are  now  ready  to  vote  for  war  with  either  or 
both  of  these  powerful  nations,  if  there  be  indeed 
any  such  in  this  House  ;  and  if  there  are,  I  beg 
them,  1  beseech  gentlemen  in  all  parts  of  this 
House,  in  thejr  deliberations  on  the  course  of  poli- 
cy to  be  adopted  by  this  nation,  to  reflect  on  the 
situation  of  the  whole  world,  on  our  own  situa- 
tion ;  for  with  respect  to  the  power  and  influence 
of  relative  States,  and  their  ambition,  fury,  and 
rage  against  each  other,  at  any  one  period  of 
time,  I  recollect  no  parallel  in  history.  When 
the  Persian  millions  had  crossed  the  Hellespont 
to  invade  Gkeece,  there  the  union  of  the  States, 
the  energy  of  the  last  national  nerve,  was  the 
true  policy,  was  in  fact  the  mode  of  resistance, 
sanctioned  by  the  most  sober  and  rational  pru- 
dence; when  Philip  of  Macedon  had  marshalled 
his  phalanx,  with  the  avowed  object  of  subjugat- 
ing those  States,  then  the  energetic  eloquence^ 
then  the  inflaming  of  the  passions,  the  stirring  up 
of  the  people  to  rage  and  madness  against  their 
invader,  was  true  State  policy  3  it  was,  it  ought 
to  have  been  a  business  alone  of  feeling  and 
ardor — rashness  itself  was  prudence.  In  both 
the  contests,  if  they  had  conquered,  they  knew 
that  even. with  their  remaining  hosts,  thinned  as 
they  would  be  by  battle,  they  would  have  achieved 
the  freedom  of  their  country ;  they  had  but  one 
enemy,  and  him  conquered,  their  country  was 
saved ;  they  had  a  clear,  perceptible,  certain  ob- 
ject to  gain  or  to  lose.  But  how  stands  the  case 
with  us  ?  Suppose  the  measures  wished  for  by 
some  gentlemen  to  be  adopted,  and  to  be  as  effi- 
cient as  they  have  imagined  them  to  be ;  suppose 
by  commercial  restrictions  we  should  so  impov- 
erish the  one  nation  as  to  render  it  an  easy  prey 
to  the  other,  or  suppose  the  same  effect  should 
be  produced  by  actual  warfare,  are  we  sure  that 
the  power  thus  acquired  by  our  victorious  ally 
might  not  be  turned  against  ourselves,  impover- 
ished and  weakened  as  we  should  be  in  our  very 
exertions  to  give  to  that  ally  the  command  over 
our  destiny  and  over  the  destiny  of  the  world  ? 
I  disregard,  I  set  down  for  nothing,  any  promises 
or  excuses  of  either  of  these  nations,  which  they 
now  make  by  way  of  redressing  or  justifying  the 
course  of  conduct  they  have  pursued  against  us. 
Freedom  of  the  seas«  or  the  defence  and  protec- 
tion of  themselves,  of  us.  and  of  all  the  world, 
from  the  power  of  France — all  mere  cant.    The 
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ooe  destroys  as  for  as  be  can  the  freedom  of  the 
seas,  in  order,  as  he  says,  to  obtain  it,  and  the 
other  tramples   and    oppresses  all  within    her 
power  to  prevent  them  from  being  oppressed  by 
another.    Let  us  remember  the  fate  oi  the  flour- 
ishing Syracuse.   She  too  had  her  men  of  energy  ; . 
she  was  lound  alternately  on  the  side  of  Rome  and 
of  Carthage;  she  too  had  her  party  divisions; 
she  too  bad  an  extensive  commerce,  a  reputation 
far  science  and  the  arts ;  and  what  did  all  these 
avail  her — did  one  party  or  the  other  save  the 
nation?   Did  her  wealth  and  commerce, and  her 
immense  resources,  aided  too  by  the  the  abilities 
-of  an  Archimedes,  save  her?    No  sir.    After 
serving  for  the  convenience  of  the  one  and  the 
other  of  these  Powers,  even  before  the  victory  was 
decided  between  the  rivals,  she  fell  never  to  rise 
again.    Will  gentlemen  recollect  that  we  h^ve 
a  Rome  and  a  Carthage  in  our  day  ?    And  that 
our  obvious  policy  is  neither  to  dissipate  our 
strength  by  actual  warfare  against  the  one  or  the 
other,  nor  against  both  ;  neither  to  diminish  (he 
resources  of  our  Government  nor  the  comfort  and 
wealth  of  our  citizens  bv  commercial  warfare, 
which  as  far  as  we  have  nad  experience  with  re- 
spect to  vigor  and  perseverance  of  this  Legisla- 
ture itself,  in  continuing  one  of  the  most  client 
systems  that  ever  was  adopted^  and  as  far  as  our 
experience  for  the  last  year  will  go  as  to  insuffi- 
ciency of  the  minor  system  which  followed  the 
first — I  say,  as  far  experience  goes  we  can  safely 
say.  that  that  system  which  would  be  efficient 
Witk  one  of  the  belligerents,  and  with  but  one, 
we  will  not  execute  to  the  end;  and  the  other 
which  affects  in  no  way  coercively  either  of  our 
oppoaents,  but  distresses  ourselves  exceedingly,  we 
cannot  execute.    The  amendment  now  proposed, 
is  intended  to  continue  that  part  of  the  latter  sys- 
tem the  most  difficult  to  be  executed,  the  non- 
io^Dortation  of  British  and  French  goods.     Why 
will  gentlemen  persevere  in  placing  a  stumbling 
block  to  the  morals,  perhaps  a  bar  to  the  afiec- 
tions  of  the  people  to  their  Government  ?    Why 
is  this  coercive  system  to  be  continued,  which, 
on  a  former  occasion,  I  think  I  demonstrated,' 
operated  unequally  on  different  sections  of  our 
community,  and  which  it  requires  no  demonstra- 
tioft  to  show  will  increase  the  difficulties  in  the 
finances  of  the  nation  ? 

The  combined  effbcts  of  the  unjust  conduct  of 
the  nations  of  Europe,  and  of  our  own  law,  has 
occasioned  you  to  encounter  for  the  current  year 
a  deficit  of  nearly  four  millions  of  dollars  for  the 
puUic  exigency  ;  a  further  deficit  is  anticipated 
IB  the  exigencies  of  the  next,  and  if  the  amend- 
ment is  adopted  having  the  double  efiect  of  shut- 
ting up  Your  Treasury  to  the  receipt  of  three- 
fourths  otyour  revenue  by  impost,  and  also  the  in- 
curring of  three  or  four  millions  more  of  expense 
for  the  support  of  the  rotten  Navy  to  execute  the 
law,  for  I  understand  it  is  a  favorite  project  of  some 

rmtlemen  to  employ  the  Navy  for  this  purpose — 
say,  sir,  if  this  amendment  is  adopted  and  the 
policy  connected  with  it  pursued,  tne  borrowing 
of  ten  millions  I  venture  to  say  will  not  meet  the 
public  demand  for  that  year.    Will  this  policy, 


added  to  the  irritations  on  account  of  the  unpop- 
ularity of  the  non-importatioa  law,  in  some  parts 
of  the  country,  tend  to  energf2e  your  Gk>vernment, 
tend  to  attach  the  people  to  your  AdministratloD? 
No,  sir,  you  may  goon  borrowing,  and  increasing 
your  taxes  (the  very  system  we  deprecated  wfaea 
we  were  out  of  power)  till  the  people  will  be  dis- 
gusted with  your  conduct,  till  the  reins  will  drop 
from  your  nerveless  hands,  and  the  disgust  may 
become  so  extreme  (which  God  forbid  1)  that  it 
may  be  extended  not  only  towards  you,  but  to- 
wards the  form  of  Government  which  you  have 
administered.  As  much  as  I  deprecate  war,  as 
impolitic  as  I  think  it  would  be  for  us  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  world,  I  would  infinitely  prefiBt 
it  against  one  or  against  both  of  the  belligereMi 
to  the  policy  now  proposed.  For  in  war  we 
should  have  the  bustle,  the  stretch  of  action,  the 
enthusiasm  which  would  excite  the  hatred  of  oar 
people  towards  the  enemy,  rather  than  towards 
our  own  Government.  6ut  I  am  for  neither  of 
these ;  1  am  for  nursing  the  energy  and  (he  re- 
sources of  the  nation,  rather  than  prematurely 
wasting  or  dissipating  them. 

I  am  for  preparing  by  prudent  economy,  and 
a  wary  and  careful  admmistration  of  our  Repub- 
liean  form  of  Government,  for  that  great  trial 
which,  even  when  in  the  matured  state  of  oar 
manhood  may  exercise,  our  whole  and  undivided 
strength.  When  the  leagued  blood-hounds  of 
Europe — leagued  by  mutual  eons^t  in  a  crusade 
against  republicanism,  or  more  probably  united  by 
conquest  into  one  huge  monster — shall  assail  out 
last  asylum  of  liberty,  then  will  the  irodivided  af- 
fections of  our  people  to  its  Government,  tbea 
will  a  Treasury  unburdened  with  loans  and  paUie 
debt  and  a  country  rich  and  ample  in  its  resources, 
stand  you^  or  whosoever  shall  administer  our  Gov- 
ernment, m  good  stead.  The  nerve  and  sinewofiht 
nation  will  be  unbroken,  and  in  that  day  we  vM 
be  terrible  to  our  enemies.  But  the  contrary  system 
would  render  ua  indifierentand  carek»s,  would  rea- 
der us  divided  and  nerveless  in  such  a  crisis.  Then, 
sir,  upon  a  retrospection  of  the  eaergy  which  some 
gentlemen  so  loudly  call  for,  jou  or  your  succes- 
sors will  condemn  and  deplore  the  premature  ex- 
ertions of  the  nation,  and  this  spirit  attempted  to 
be  conjured  up  now  will,  ia  the  minds  of  the  re- 
flecting, receive  .the  stamp  of  rashness  and  folly- 
But,  suppose  my  fears  of  the  approach  of  so  try- 
ing and  awful  a  crisis  unfounded ;  is  it  wise  or 
safe  to  continue  the  deoioralizing  system  of  non** 
intercourse,  which  holds  out.  as  has  often  been 
said,  a  bounty  to  the  smuggler  ?  If  Bonaparte,  ab- 
solute as  he  is,  could  not  prevent  the  smuggling 
of  British  goods  into  the  Continent,  which  he  noir 
commands,  what  prospect  of  success  is  there  for 
us,  acting  under  our  Iree  form  of  Government? 
With  the  equipment  of  your  whole  fleet,  includ- 
ing gunboats,  your  exertions  would  be  futile,  aod 
a  cordon  formed  of  all  your  regulars  on  the  lines 
of  Canada  would  be  unavailing. 

Is  this  amendment  proposed  to  the  bill  intended 
to  compromit  this  House  to  give  as  it  were  an 
implied  assumpsit  that  we  shall  not  reduce  the 
Navy  and  Array  ?    If  this  promise  is  to  be  gireOf 
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why  attach  it  to  this  bill  ?  Why  embarrass  a  sob- 
ject  already  too  embarrassiDs?  For  my  part,  if 
this  purpose  is  to  be  effected,  I  would  much  rather 
that  the  proposition  should  eome  isolated,  to  stand 
or|fell  by  its  own  merits ;  or,  if  it  must  be  attached 
to  a  bitl  on  some  other  subject,  I  should  prefer 
seeing  it  attached  to  a  bill  for  carryincf  into  effect 
an  Indian  treaty,  to  the  post  office  btlF,  or  to  any 
other  bitl  of  minor  importance,  to  the  bill  on  your 
table.  But  the  bill  before  you  is  too  weak  and 
the  amendment  is  offered  to  make  it  stronger.  I 
wlU  remind  the  gentleman  of  the  fate  of  the  first 
bill  from  the  Foreign  Relations  Committee. 

The  rery  men  who  wished  to  be  considered 
ezelesirely  as  the  men  of  energy  (I  speak  not  of 
any  in  this  House)  made  the  same  objection  to 
that  bill.  But  when  the  posthumous  reasons  for 
the  rejection  of  that  bill  are  found,  and  they  are 
to  be  found  in  some  four  or  five  columns  of  a 
newspaper  now  before  me,  what  are  they  ?  After 
a  flourish  about  the  efficiency  of  the  embargo 
and  the  disgrace  we  encountered  in  taking  it  off, 
and  an  unfair  effort  to  throw  this  disgrace  off  the 
shoulders  of  one  set  of  gentlemen  and  place  it  on 
the  shoulders  of  others,  we  come  to  the  luminous 
arguments  asainst  the  biU.  The  whole  burden 
of  the  80Dg  then  is,  the  danger  of  retaliation  by 
other  nations.'  Wonld  you  believe  it.  sir,  that 
sane  milk-and-water  system,  which  was  at  one 
breath  nethidg.  worse  than  nothinsr— a  mere  petty 
commercial  restriction,  to  be  (i^pised  in  the 
House,  and  out  of  it,  all  at  once  a  perfect  torch 
of  discord  throughout  the  world !  A  sudden  panic 
seisea  its  despisers  :  alarms  and  fears  and  horrors 
svcceed,  lest  the  belligerents  should  retaliate  upon 
il#  this  trifling  oommeroial  restrietion. 

Are  men  so  blind  as  to  suppose  that  the  people 
will  Bot  see  through  their  energv  ?  Will  the 
people  beliere  them  sincere,  when  they  talk  about 
armiiif,  convoys,  war  itself,  When  this  little  bug- 
bear tnoa  appals  them  ?  It  was  however  by  this 
blowiag  cold  and  blowing  hot,  that  the  project 
coouioed  in  the  flrst  bill  was  destroyed.  May 
not  the  same  weapons  defeat  this,  and  bring  about 
the  prediction  of  those  who  have  prophesied  that 
we  shall  go  from  this  place  leaving  not  a  letter 
OQ  record  in  protestation  against  the  injuries  we 
have  recetred  1  The  Committee  will,  1  hope,  ex- 
cose  a  little  digression  I  am  here  obliged  to  make. 

Certain  gentlemen,  to  relieve  themsdves  from 
tlM  charge  whieh  public  opinion  has  brou^t 
against  them  for  giving  up  the  embargo,  are  kind 
enough  to  a  few  of  us,  as  supposing  we  have 
strong  backs,  to  place  this  harden  of  disgrace  on 
thote  who  refused  to  fit  out  the  Navy  of  the  Uni- 
ted St^es  to  execute  the  law.  I  was  one  of  those 
who  refused  to  poor  into  the  rotten  hulks  and  to 
teauer  in  the  wasted  nary  yards  of  the  United 
States  the  whole  treasury  of  the  nation. 

Will  gentlemen  remember  that  a  part  of  the 
Navy  was  in  requisitton-^was  actually  at  sea  at 
the  period  of  the  repeal  of  the  embargo  and  for 
OKiaths  before — how  many  embargo  breakers  did 
they  bring  back?    But,  thank  Qod,  this  rage  for 

KRiring  into  the  mud,  into  the  rotten  hulks  of  the 
avy,  the  whole  revenue  of  the  conatry,  is  abat*- 


ing-^a  spirit  of  economy  has  been  avowed  on 
both  sides  of  the  House.  It  augurs  well  for  the 
nation.  But,  concerning  the  breaking  down  of 
the  embargo:  Let  the  truth  come  out.  Neither 
this  plea  nor  the  other  miserable  one  of  the  fear 
of  insurrections,  and  what  not,  will  do.  The  em- 
bargo was  as  fully  expected  in  the  portof  Boston 
as  at  New  York,  Baltimore,  or  Charleston.  .  The 
worthy  old  gentleman,  the  naval  officer  of  the 
port  of  Boston,  who  boasted  of  the  name  of  Wash- 
iiroTON  on  his  commission,  acted  up  to  the  patrrot- 
ism,  and  spirit  of  the  giver  of  that  commission, 
notwithstanding  the  load  clamor  of  the  Legbla- 
ture  then  silting  in  that  very  town,  it  was  not 
the  inexecntion  of  the  law,  nor  the  panic  which 
made  some  give  ^vaVj  when  the  proposition  for 
that  purpose  was  offered  by  one  connected,  by 
more  than  political  ties,  with  oar  den uttci'a tors, 
and  with  wnom  they  acted  and  voted.  The  em- 
bargo repealed  itself.  The  wants  created  by  it  to 
foreigners,  and  the  accidental  failure  of  crops  in 
England,  had  reduced  the  thing  in  one  article  to 
plain  calculation,  the  vote  of  this  House  to  repeal 
the  law  cave  from  four  to  five  dollars  rise  on  each 
barrel  of  flour.  This  was  the  weight  that  pulled 
us  down.  Let  me  be  understood,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, in  making  this  defence  of  my  friends  with 
whom  I  acted,  that  I  tax  with  no  unworthy  mo- 
tive those  of  this  House  or  the  other  who  repealed 
the  embargo.  This  matter  of  calculation,  this 
certain  honui^  was  as  well  understood  out  of  the 
House  as  in  it.  The-  sense  and  opinion  of  our 
constitnents  on  the  subject  might  honorably  be 
plead  in  excuse  for  a  change  of  sentiment  by  any 
member ;  nor  wonld  I  wish  to  charge  either  the 
representatives  or  constituents  of  the  wholewheat 
and  flour  country  with  a  change  of  opinions—there 
were  many  instances  of  disinterestedness  appar- 
ent in  our  proceedings  (perhaps  our  opponeacv 
would  call  it  stubborness)  on  that  memomble  oc- 
casion. 

But  to  return  to  my  objections  to  the  resisting 
and  restrictive  system  proposed  by  way  of  amen<Jh* 
ment  to  the  bill— it  will  operate  unequally  on  dif* 
ferent  parts  of  the  Union.  Why  will  gentlemen, 
under  the  pretence  of  resistance,  wish  to  tax  my 
constituents  and  the  people  generally  of  the  South- 
ern States,  by  wav  of  giving  a  bounty  on  the  in- 
dustry of  the  northern  and  eaetern  sections  of  the 
Union.  We  are  not  calculated  for  manufactures* 
The  little  we  do,  we  do  through  choice,  and  firom 
interest  and  convenience,  or  from  patriotism,  if 
you  please ;  but  we  wish  for  no  compulsion  from 
our  own  Ghovernment ;  a  compulsion,  too,  exchi- 
stvety  operating  on  us,  and  to  the  exclusive  ad- 
vantage of  another  part  of  the  country. 

Of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  now  under  con- 
sideration, I  have  already  said  that  they  are  not 
very  coercive  on  our  enemy,  and  a  bfetter  quality 
they  have,  is,  they  are  not  very  coercive  on  our- 
selves. The  flrst  section  completely  does  away 
all  vestiges  of  the  partial  and  ineffectual  embargo, 
contained  in  the  non-intercourse  law.  The  de*- 
murrage  on  our  shipping^  even  for  the  few  remain- 
ing days  of  the  session,  is  stated  by  merchants  aa 
extremely  heavy  on  tftem.    The  market  for  their 
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flaxseed  after  seeding  time  in  Europe,  will  utterly 
fail.  The  near  approach  of  the  next  harvest  in 
England  will,  it  is  supposed,  materially  affect  the 
price  of  wheat  and  flour  there  ;  the  sooner  they  ^et 
there,  the  more  will  our  country  gain  in  the  price 
of  these  articles.  The  object,  I  confess,  is  not  a  very 
grand  one;  but  if  at  the  end  of  the  session  this  state 
of  things  is  to  succeed,  and  I  have  heard  no  one 
avow  a  determination  to  continue  this  part  of  the 
non-intercourse  law.  the  amendment  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  now  under  consideration, 
gives  it  up ; — if  then  it  is  to  be  given  up,  why  not 
do  it  instantly,  as  we  know  that  thereby  we  shall 
work  a  great  convenience  to  our  citizens? 

The  second  section,  saving  penalties  and  for- 
feitures under  the  embargo  and  non-intercourse 
laws,  I  expect  will  not  meet  with  an  objection 
from  any  quarter  of  the  House. 

I  do  not  apprehend  that  there  is  to  be  found  in 
this  House  a  sympathy  for  law  breakers,  for  men 
whose  cupidity  has  induced  them  to  disregard  all 
ol^igation,  moral  or  patriotic  ;  and  as  their  nefar- 
ious conduct  has  in  oiany  instances  been  crowned 
with  pecuniary  success,  they  ought  to  be  made 
to  pay. 

The  thir4  section  of  the  bill  may  have  some 
singularity  in  its  provisions — and  I  expected  in 
offering  it  to  encounter  the  old  objections  a^icst 
delegating  the  power  to  legislate  to  the  President. 
This  section  requires  the  President,  on  the  hap- 
pening of  certain  contingencies,  (to  wit,  if  either 
of  the  belligerents  shall  revoke  or  so  modify  their 
edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  our  neu- 
tral commerce,)  to  issue  his  proclamation,  notify- 
ing that  event ;  three  months  after  which  procla- 
mation, the  other  belligerent  not  revoking.  ^., 
her  decrees  against  us,  is  to  come  under  the  re- 
strictions of  the  old  non-intercourse  law,  so  far 
as  respects  our  importations  from  her.  In  other 
words,  the  sections  of  the  old  non-intercourse  law 
respecting  importation  are  to  be  revived.  The  re- 
yoking  of  the  decrees  may  be  termed  a  condition 
absolute,  and  in  such  a  case,  so  far  from  the  Pre- 
sident legislating  on  the  subject,  he  would  not  be 
called  upon  to  exercise  what  might  be  termed  his 
sound  official  discretion,  except  as  the  proof  of 
the  certainty  or  uncertaitny  of  the  fact  of  the  de- 
crees being  withdrawn.  In  this  point  of  view  he 
would  be  only  executing  a  duty  expressly  and  de- 
finitively assigned  him. 

As  to  the  contingenc)r  which  may  be  called  in- 
definite, to  wit,  the  modification  of  the  decrees  in 
such  manner  and  to  such  extent  as  that  they  shall 
cease  to  violate  our  neutral  rights,  although  the 
manner,  the  extent,  the  certainty,  or  the  uncer- 
tainty of  the  modification,  are  to  be  judged  of  by 
the  Executive,  and  in  this  he  is  to  use  his  sound 
discretion  and  to  declare  his  conviction,  that  the 
state  of  things  has  been  produced  by  these  modi- 
fications; and  this  state  of  things,  to  wit,  the 
ceasing  to  violate  our  neutral  commercial  rights, 
is  as  definite  in  the  one  condition  as  in  the  other, 
and  the  duty  is  not  discretionary,  but  imperative  on 
him  to  issue  his  proclamation  on  the  happening 
of  such  a  state  of  things.  This  duty  has  often 
been  required  of  the  Executive  to  as  great  extent, 


though  perhaps  not  in  precisely  a  similar  manner. 
The  power,  or  rather  the  duty  of  declaring  a  law 
to  be  suspended,  approaches  nearer  to  legislation 
than  in  tnis  instance,  and  certainly  the  declaring 
the  end  of  the  suspension  or  the  time  when  the 
law  shall  begin  again  to  operate,  is  an  act  similar 
to  the  one  required  in  this  bill,  to  be  prformed  bf 
the  President.  As  to  the  policy  of  tne  provisions 
in  this  section,  I  will  observe  that  in  the  embargo 
and  non-intercourse  laws,  the  President  was  re- 
quired to  tender  to  the  belligerenu  the  very  pro- 
position herein  contained.  The  offering  that  com- 
mercial restrictions  should  be  enforced  against 
one  and  not  against  the  other,  if  the  one  or  the 
other  should  cease  to  injure  our  neutral  eomnieree. 
This,  by  frequent  enactment  by  the  L^^slature, 
has  become  as  it  were  a  kind  of  State  policy— 
Erskine's  arrangement  was  made  under  it,  and 
you  know,  sir,  that  act  of  our  Executive  was  much 
applauded  on  all  sides,  till  the  British  Govern- 
ment broke  their  faith  to  us  and  disavowed  it. 
For  more  than  three  years  we  baye,  according  to 
the  distorted  expressions  of  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia^  (Mr.  Qholson,)  held  ourselves  up  for 
sale  to  either  of  the  belligerento,  and  that  gentle- 
man voted  fur  the  laws  containing  that  policy. 
We  offered  ourselves  not  for  sale  but  for  fair  ne- 
gotiation, on  perfectly  neutral  ground— and  even 
the  ill  success  we  have  had  is  highly  honorable 
to  this  nation  and  its  Government,  inasmuch  as 
the  rejection  of  the  offer  by  both  is  proof,  not- 
withstanding all  the  abuse  which  has  been  poured 
out  upon  us,  that  we  were  impartial,  that  we  were 
indeed  neutral,  that  we  proceeded  without  the 
connivance  or  direction  of  either ;  and  to  them 
both  we  moved  pari  passu.  I  am  for  continuing 
that  policy,  but  in  a  different  manner.  The  com- 
mercial war  we  have  waged  against  both  hat 
been  extremely  inconvenient  to.  ourselves,  with- 
out attaining  the  ultimate  end  with  either  of  the 
belligerents.  We  have  made  an  experiment  of 
this  plan  of  fightii^g  both  nations — it  won't  do. 
Both  the  nations  with  whom  we  are  contending 
know  very  weil^every  member  of  this  Home 
knows,  we  are  overmatched  in  this  contest  with 
both  nations ;  with  all  the  world  in  fact.  Why 
shall  we,  from  vain  pride  and  from  unyielding 
obstinacy,  continue  our  fruitless  exertions  against 
both  ?  I  say  the  policy  of  this  section  is  more 
rational  and  equally  honorable  for  our  nation. 

In  this  we  maybe  considered  to  say,  to  Fraoce 
and  Great  Britain — "  We  cannot  fight  you  both, 
we  will  go  on  doing  the  b€»t  we  can,  we  will 
not  restrain  the  industry  and  enterprise  of  ear 
citizens,  which  will  be  furthering  your  policy, 
but  we  are  not  the  less  indignant  at  the  injuries 
we  have  received ;  and  if  one  or  the  other  of 
you  will  stand  by  and  see  fair  play,  we  will  fight 
the  other  in  the  way  that  suits  ourselves.  '  While 
you  are  both  hostile  to  us  we  will  have  nothing 
to  do  with  your  quarrels;  but  do  us  justice  and 
show  us  the  respect  we  deserve  as  an  independ- 
ent nation,  and  then,  when  there  shall  be  but  one 
foe,  we  will  contend  " 

In  transactions  among  individuals  such  aeoarse 
would  not  be  dishonorable.    If  I  was  opposed  in 
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mj  way  by  two  bailies  hostile  to  each  other,  but 
both  determinately  hostile  to  me,  if  I  could  aroid 
the  contest  ajp^ainst  both  I  should  certainly  not  be 
disgraced ;  if  in  resentment  of  the  injuries  I  had 
received  I  said,  in  the  terms  of  this  bill,  I  cannot 
fiffht  yoa  both — the  contest  is  unequal,  but  if  one 
of  you  will  pay  me  that  respect  and  afford  me 
that  justice  1  am  entitled  to,  I  will  contend  with 
the  other,  whichever  he  may  be ;  I  should  show 
both  my  impartiality  and  that  becoming  self  re- 
spect and  true  courage  which  the  God  of  nature 
has  wisely  implanted  in  the  human  breast  for  his 
self-defence  and  self-preservation.  But  to  speak 
further  of  the  diplomatic  policy  which  we  nave 
pursued :  1  suspect  (thoueh  I  cannot  positively  say 
that  it  is  the  case)  that  the  treaty-making  power 
has  ever  till  now  pursued  that  policy,  and  that 
both  in  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Pinkney  and  Mr. 
Armstrong  that  policy  has  been  continued;  and 
it  is  probable,  if  there  be  any  truth  in  the  rumor? 
of  treaties  now  making  on  both  sides  of  the  British 
Channel,  that  on  the  very  terms  of  this  section 
tkey  will  be  made.  How  responsible  shall  we  be 
in  going  home  without  giving  the  Executive  the 
power  of  fulfilling  his  promises  to  foreign  Grov- 
emmentSyand  of  perhaps  gaining  thereby  advan- 
tmeeous  treaties  with  one  or  both  of  these  Powers ; 
when,  too,  these  promises  were  m»dc  in  obedience 
to  the  spirit  and  letter  of  your  law  on  this  sub- 
ject ! 

I  conclude,  sir,  that  the  good  faith,  which  as  a 
branch  of  the  Government  we  owe  to  another 
branch  of  it,  the  good  faith  which  we  as  a  nation 
owe  to  other  nations  of  the  world,  require  imper- 
atively at  our  hands  the  provisions  of  this  section 
of  the' bill. 

Mr.  Garland  said  that  it  was  not  his  intention 
to  trespass  on  much  of  the  time  of  the  Committee. 
buL  as  he  disapproved  in  part  of  the  original  bill 
and  the  amendment,  he  would  ask  the  attention 
of  the  Committee  until  he  stated  some  of  those 
objections.  He  said  his  friend  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Gholson)  had  built  up  in  his  own  mind  a  phan- 
tom of  honor  or  resistance,  which  turned  out  to 
be  the  old  imperfect  non-intercourse,  which  had 
sunk  millions  for  the  agriculturists  of  this  coun- 
try, and  had  sunk  much  of  the  honor  of  this  na- 
tion, while  it  had  produced  nothing  beneficial.- 
How  lon^  (asked  Mr.  G.)  will  this  nation  run  the 
round  oleztravagance  and  folly  ?  Will  not  gen- 
tlemen profit  by  experience,  and  abandon  this  re- 
strictiFe  system,  which  has  been  so  injurious  to 
the  nation  ?  Mr.  G.  said  he  had  supposed  there 
was  not  a  man  in  the  nation  that  contemplated 
the  continuing  the  non-intercourse  longer  than 
the  end  of  the  present  session  of  Congress ;  but, 
strange  as  it  might  appear,  that  measure  was 
again  brought  forward,  and  the  nation  asked  to 
re-enact  it,  and  to  employ  the  land  and  naval  force 
of  the  United  States  to  enforce  its  provisions. 
Mr.  G.  said  he  thought  that  it  would  better  com- 
port with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the  nation  to 
onploy  the  land  and  naval  force  in  the  protection 
of  our  rights  by  resisting  the  encroachments  of 
oar  enemies,  in  preference  to  imposing  restric- 
tions on  ourselves,  which  have  no  effect  on  our 


enemies.  Mr.  G.  said  he  objected  to  the  original 
bill,  as  being  too  weak  a  measure.  He  wished 
to  adopt  something  of  energy,  and  asked  if  it 
would  then  be  in  order  to  move  an  amendment 
to  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  third  section,  for 
the  purpose  of  inserting  a  new  one.  [The  Chair- 
man said  the  amendment  could  not  be  received 
until  a  question  was  first  taken  on  the  amendment 
offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia — Mr« 
Gholson.]  Mr.  G.  then  said  that  he  hoped  the 
amendment  offered  bv  his  friend  from  Virginia 
(Mr.  Gholson)  would  be  rejected,  and  that  then 
he  would  move  his  amendment;  and  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  Committee  he  would  read  in  his 
place  the  amendment  which  he  contemplated  of- 
fering, which  was  to  strike  out  the  third  section 
of  the  original  bill  and  insert : 

"And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  President  of 
the  United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and 
required  to  employ  the  pubUc  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States  to  convoy  the  ships  and  vessels  belong- 
ing to  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States,  la- 
den with  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  the  growth^ 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States  or  ^eir 
Territories,  the  property  of  such  citizen  or  citizens: 
Provided  always.  That  such  goods,  wa|ps,  and  mer- 
chandise, are  not  contraband  of  war,  and  that  the  ship 
or  vessel  on  board  of  which  they  are  laden  is  not  bound 
to  a  port  blockaded  by  a  belligerent  Power:  And  pro* 
video  further,  That  such  ship  or  vessel  is  not  bound 
to  any  port  or  place  belonging  to  any  nation  having 
in  force  orders,  edicts,  or  decrees  against  neutral  rights, 
in  violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  nor  to  any  port  or 
place  in  the  actual  poissession  of  such  nation. 

Mr.  G.  said,  that  at  a  proper  time  he  would  sub- 
mit to  the  consideration  of  the  Committee  the 
amendment  which  he  had  just  read.  He  said 
that  it  was  calculated  to  protect  tbe  honor  of  the 
nation  and  the  rights  of  the  citizens,  and  it  was 
that  kind  of  protection  which  the  nation  had  it  ia 
its  power  to  afford,  and  which  the  citizen  had  a 
right  to  expect.  Mr.  G.  said,  he  was  persuaded 
that  if  this  nation  would  only  take  a  manly  atti- 
tude, all  our  differences  with  the  European  na- 
tions would  be  shortly  settled ;  that  our  commerce 
would  be  restored,  and  that  the  Treasury  of  the 
nation  would  be  replenished ;  but  so  lon^  as  we 
pursued  this  indecisive  course  of  imposing  re- 
strictions on  ourselves.  Great  Britain  never  would 
negotiate  with  us.  Mr.  G.  said  he  would  read  a 
part  of  Mr.  Canning's  communication  to  Mr* 
Pinkney,  our  Minister  in  London.  "  Mr.  Canning 
^  added,  that  it  was  another  favorable  circumstance 

*  that  tne  non-importation  system,  which  seemed 

*  to  be  in  contemplation,  was  to  be  applied  equally 
'  to  both  parties,  instead  of  affecting  as  heretofore 
'  Great  Britain  alone." 

Mr.  G.  said  he  thought  that  this  proved  that 
the  non-intercourse  was  a  favorite  system  with 
the  British  Ministry,  and  we  have  plunged  into 
the  vortex,  and  ever  since  had  been  in  fact  aiding 
Great  Britain  in  the  execution  of  her  wishes. 
All  that  Great  Britain  wanted,  was  to  give  to 
our  commerce  that  direction  which  best  com- 
ported with  her  interests,  and  to  impress  our  sea- 
men at  pleasure  j  and,  so  long  as  we  will  permit 
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her  to  do  tbat,  ske  hsa  no  iDduc«meot  to  negoti- 
ate with  us. 

Bat,  Mr.  Q.  said,  he  was  persuaded  that  if  this 
nation  would  put  ner  commerce  under  the  pro- 
tection of  the  national  flagj  that  Qreat  Britain 
would  not  make  war  upon  it  for  the  purpose  of 
enforcing  her  Orders  in  Council,  and,  if  she  did, 
the  sooner  this  nation  knew  it  the^  better.  Mr. 
G.  said  that  in  case  his  anoendment  should  obtain, 
he  would  then  prepare  the  details  of  the  bill  en>- 
bracing  the  priocipleB  contained  in  the  amend- 
ment which  he  had  offered. 

Mr.  Lton  called  for  a  division  of  the  question, 
and  spoke  against  the  bill  and  amendment. 

Mr.  GnoLSONsaid  tbat  there  were  avagueness 
and  generality  in  the  remarks  of  gentlemen  who 
had  opposed  the  amendment  he  bad  offered,  which 
furnished  the  be&t  shield  against  their  reputation. 
We  are  told  io  aloud  Yoiceaad  imposmg  manner 
(said  heVthat  the  embargo  and  ail  our  measures 
have  only  operated  on  ouFselTes^  I  hold  it  to  be 
a  strict  principle  of  reasoning  that  when  a  posi* 
ttoB  is  laid  down,  before  you  are  authorized  to 
make  ao^r  deduction  yon  must  show  that  the  pro- 
position itself  is  correct.  Until  this  is  done  no 
inference  o^conclqsion  is  warrantable.  But  gen- 
tleman hare  reversed  the  order  of  reasonlDg,  and 
assume  that  to  be  true  which  remains  to  be  pro- 
ren.  t  have  over  and  over  again  called  upon 
gentlemen  to  meet  me  on  the  practical  result  of 
the  restrictive  systemj  upon  the  prices  which  our 
adversaries  have  been  compelled  to  give  for  our 
products^and  which  they  receive  for  theirs.  They 
skulk  out  of  the  argument.  We  hear  nothing 
but  declamation.  We  hear  now  on  both  sides  of 
the  House  that  the  system  only  works  calamity 
on  ourselves.  In  what,  sir.  do  you  see  its  mis- 
chievous effects  ?  You  look  for  ihem  in  the  de- 
clension of  the  prices  of  the  products  of  this  coun- 
try. Are  they  not  equal  to  peace  prices?  You 
are  told  that  the  system  has  nad  no  effect  what- 
erer  on  Great  Britain.  When  you  appeal  to  her 
prices  current,  you  learii  that  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  embargo  with  the  exception  of 
the  short  interval  of  Er^kine's  arrangement,  she 
has  paid  exorbitant  prices  for  our  produce ;  that 
American  articles  have  in  many  cases  sold  for 
treble  prices.  Is  it  not  a  fkct  tbat  she  is  at  this 
moment  paying  advanced  prices?  It  is  that  part 
of  the  non-intercourse  act  which  bears  with  most 
ae verity  on  Great  Britain,  that  t  have  proposed 
to  retatn.  The  amendment  embraces  the  non- 
importation clauses  only,  leaving  to  our  citizens 
the  full  liberty  of  exportation.  If  we  say  to  Brit- 
ain we  will  cease  to  purchase  her  merchandise, 
unless  she  will  treat  us  with  Justice,  and  thus 
through  her  interest  obtain  an  accommodation 
with  her,  the  ocean  is  free  to  us.  Let  us  there- 
fore come  soberly  to  the  question,  and  count  the 
Consequences  of  the  non-importation  system  to 
Great  Britaifi.  Let  us  meet  it  as  it  should  be 
met,  argumentatively,  and  not  by  declamation  or 
tnere  assertion  that  it  will  have  no  effect. 

I  would  ask  gentlemen  in  the  first  place  to  ex- 
plain to  me  the  cause  of  the  present  course  of  ex- 
change as  against  Chreat  Britain.    Is  it  not  a  iiret  1 


perfectly  well  known  that  nH>ttey  in  ather  parts 
of  Europe  is  now  worth  from  20  to  80  per  eeat 
more  than  bills  on  England  ?  This  can  be  at- 
tributed to  nothing  else  but  the  prohibition  of  her 
American  intercourse.  It  is  because  we  do  Bot 
owe  to.  Britain  as  much  money  as  we  formerly 
did  that  bills  on  that  country  have  decreased  ia 
value.  A  system  of  non-importation  will  turn 
the  course  of  trade  with  Great  Britain  entirely  ia 
our  favor.  Before  the  embargo,  we  sold  to  Greit 
Britain  about  twenty  millions  per  annum  of  onr 

f»roduce  and  purchased  from  her  tktrty-ftve  mil* 
ions,  leaving  a  balance  annually  of  fifteen  mih 
lions  against  us. .  Under  the  proposed  systetn,  we 
shall  ship  to  Great  Britain,  and  receive  money 
instead  of  merchandise  in  return.  The  bahtnee 
must  then  be  in  our  favor.  The  trade  to  that 
part  of  the  Continent,  which  will  be  open  to  as,  is 
always  in  our  favor.  We  shall  ^et  better  prices 
for  our  produce  and  obtain  articles  in  retam 
cheaper.  But  do  you  believe  that  the  export 
trade  to  this  country  is  no  object  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, that  it  will  produce  no  effect  at  all  to  abridge 
the  exportation  of  British  products  in  an  amoont 
equal  to  thirty-five  millions  of  dollars  ?  Where  is 
she  to  send  this  excess  of  merchandise?  She  is 
excluded  almost  entirely  from  the  continent  of 
Europe.  The  United  States  as  a  customer  are 
worth  more  to  Great  Britain  than  the  world  be- 
sides. When  the  Continent  was  open  to  her, 
one-third  of  her  exports  were  to  this  country. 
What  would  be  the  conduct  of  her  manuftctorers, 
if  in  consequence  of  a  system  violiating  our  ri^ 
they  were  deprived  of  a  market  for  raeir  goods  1 
Their  appeal  to  the  Government  would  be  load, 
incessant,  and  effectual  too,  for  a  change  of  their 
measures. 

The  system  of  non-importation  will  press  upon 
Britain  with  extreme  severity,  whether  it  regards 
the  course  of  exchange  or  the  balance  of  trade. 
Take  from  her  the  American  market,  and  I  will 
hazard  the  position  that  you  change  th$  general 
balance  of  her  trade  with  the  whole  world,  against 
herself,  and  that  to  an  enormous  amount.  Consnlt 
her  commercial  writers,  sir.  They  i|rlll  tell  jot 
that  it  is  of  the  verv  first  importance  to  her  at  aH 
times  to  have  the  nalance  of  trade  in  her  favor. 
No  nation  can  grow  rich  without  it.  Another 
effect  of  this  system  would  be  to  turn  our  coB^ 
merce  into  the  channels  where  it  will  be  most 
beneficial  to  the  country. 

But  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  has 
told  you  that  it  #ill  produce  a  deficit  in  the  neit 
year's  revenue  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.  The 
gentleman  upon  consideration  will,  I  presam^ 
admit  that  he  is  mistaken ;  for  the  impost  on  the 
whole  amount  of  importations  from  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France  do  not  amount  to  ten  miUioBS. 
The  deficit  will  not  bear  any  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  on  merchandise  from 
these  countries.  Our  merchants  will  with  tbetr 
capital  apply  themselves  to  other  quarters  of  the 
globe,  and  on  the  importations  from  other  qtiaf- 
ters  you  will  receive  revenue — not  so  great,  I 
admit,  as  heretofore.  But,  how  long  since  has  it 
been  found  out  that  we  can  practtae  no  self-deaiil; 
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that  no  matter  how  gre^t  the  Abjeet,  we  oannot 
practise  forbearance  for  a  few  weeks  or  months? 
Waa  this  the  doctrine  held  at  the  time  the  cm- 
haigo  was  laid  ?  No,  sir ;  we  were  tdd  that  a 
bonfire  had  better  be  made  of  all  our  surplus  pro- 
diiae— that  the  sordid  love  of  gain  was  too  pitifvd 
a  fiassion  to  hold  a  place  in  the  patriot  breast 
This  Hall  resounded  with  such  disooatses  last 
winter.  Qfeat  God !  How  are  we  changed  in 
4he  shot t  apace  of  twelve  months  7  Then  evarf 
ihin^  was  to  be  sacrificed  on  the  altar  of  patriot- 
iam.  Now  you  are  told  of  the  futility  of  the  meaa- 
nues  then  a{^auded,  and  asked  what  good  they ' 
have  produced.  Sir,  is  there  any  Republican  in 
the  I&oae  who  will  nndertake  the  assertion  that 
iroo  have  by  your  measures  produced  no  effect? 
Willanygemlemaasaytjiat  theemhargoai»ino»- 
infeneourse  have  not  produced  important  madifi* 
eations  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  surrendering  the 
transit  duty,  and  narrowing  down  the  blmdia- 
4mg  aydlem?  Do  gentlemen  say  that  in  con- 
aaqoence  of  our  restrictive  system  Britain  has 
not  pdd  three  times'as  much  for  cotton  and  for 
articieB  of  subaistenoe  as  before  it  was  adopted  7 
France  has  paid  $60  a  hundred  for  tobacco— «nd 
yet  we  are  told  Uiat  the  enihargo  and  non-inter- 
eonrse  have  had  no  sort  of  effect.  At  this  mo- 
ment toO)  from  the  ^ects  of  the  nonMntercoarse, 
they  are  paying  exorbitant  prices,  and  suffering 
the  inconvenience  of  the  want  of  a  market  for 
more  than  one-third  of  their  surplus  prodoets. 
When  we  speak  of  the  impropriety  of  a  measure, 
we  shonkl  examine  into  it.  and  not  make  decla- 
matory aMerlion«,  that  it  ie  a  had  measure  because 
it  ia  a  bad  meastnre.  I  admit  that  the  meaaure 
mmy  ia  the  next  year  cause  a  defictenoy  in  the 
rereooe ;  but,  by  thus  avoiding  the  commerdal 
chains  which  by  submission  we  shonkl  forge  for 
onraeives  and  posterity,  we  may  in  sueceediag 
years  experience  a  redundancy  of  revenue  that 
would  not  otherwise  accrue,  and  which  will  mave 
than  compensate  for  an||r  present  loss. 

We  have  been  told,  sir,  tliat  the  amendment 
which  I  have  proposed  is  a  sort  of  manaBBvre  to 
mqpment  theNavy.  Sir,  I  will  ffo  with  the  gentle- 
man  ;  I  will  take  tbia system, and  reduce  the  Army 
•nd  Navy  to  any  degree  which  prudence  can 
wamnt.  The  fact  is,  you  may  take  the  convey 
principle,  arming  the  merchantmen,  or  any  ether 
ayatem  of  active  resistance  to  the  decrees  against 
oor  commerce,  and  it  is  impossible  to  render  it 
adequate  to  the  end  in  view.  There  is  not  a 
pncticai  man  in  the  State  who  iielieves  that  full 
protection  can  be  afforded  in  that  way.  Oor  ves- 
sels are  not  (though  I  am  willing  to  use  th^oi  as 
an  anxiiiary)  e<}iuid  to  the  defence  of  our  com- 
merce. My  object  is  justice  for  my  country. 
To  obtain  this  object  I  would  go  any  length  aiM 
take  any  justifiable  means.  I  would  prefer  the 
means  which  I  believe  best  adapted  to  the  end ; 
these,  as  I  have  stated,  are  in  my  opinion  com- 
mercial restrktions.  I  will  go  alonf  with  gen- 
tlemen in  reducing  the  expenses  of  the  country ; 
and  if  redueed  aa  I  believe  they  may  be,  I  haTe 
no  doubt  that  the  revenue  which  we  should  de- 
rive under  the  amendment  I  propose,  would  be 


as  adequate  to  meet  the  expenses  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  under  the  original  bill.  If  we  keep  up 
the  present  expensive  establishment,  the  revenuCi 
under  the  proiect  of  the  gentleman  from  South 
Carolina,  would  be  no  more  adequate  to  the  ex- 
.peases  of  Gbverament  than  under  my  project  if 
these  expenses  were  reduced  i  and,  by  adopting 
the  aaaeadment  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to 
propose  to  the  Committee,  you  would  avoid  a  sev- 
vile  dependency  on  the  pleasure  of  other  nations. 
One  of  the  belligerents  plunders  and  burns  yonr 
vessels  at  sea  or  sends  them  in  for  adjndieation. 
The  other  meanly  coaxes  your  citizens  to  violate 
their  aUegtance,  and  licenses  them  to  carry  on  a 
nefarious  trade  forbidden  by  the  law  of  the  land. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  this  treatment,  which  gen- 
tlemen of  all  parties  acknowledge  to  be  unjusti- 
ahl&^(and  I  have  been  delighted  to  see  a  saeech 
delrvercd  in  the  other  branch  of  the  Legislature 
by  an  enlightened  federal  Senator  (Mr.  Sataro) 
which  acknowledges  that  we*  have  been  most 
scandalously  treated  by  Britain  as  well  as  by 
Franoe,)  we  are  told  that  the  country  will  be  ra- 
ined if  we  do  not  buy  French  and  British  goods! 
To  day,  sir,  I  learn  for  the  first  time,  that  sending 
our  ppodnee  to  Great  Britain  at  h«^  own  prices, 
subject  to  her  Orders  in  Council,  to  every  re- 
striction which  she  may  think  proper  to  impose, 
and  giving  her  her  own  prices  for  her  fabrics,  is 
the  way  in  which  weave  to  get  rich.  Would  the 
fathers  of  our  Revelotion  have  supported  a  dec- 
trine  like  this?  Would  they  have  said  that  we 
could  not  subsist  as  a  nation  without  purchasing 
British  merchandise  ?  The  charge,  though  not 
60  intended,  is  a  libel  on  the  country  ?  It  is  im- 
material in  a  mere  pecuaiary  point  of  view  to 
me,  as  a  planter,  after  I  have  sold  mV  produce, 
whether  I  purchase  my  coat  (if  compelled  to  pur- 
chase it  at  all)  of  an  Englishman  or  of  a  citizen  of 


New  York ;  still,  I  should  buy  it  from  mv  fellow- 
citizen^  whose  interest  I  consider  mvself  bound 
to  promote.  It  should  not  be  concealed,  sir.  that 
we  can  subsist  without  British  or  French  feorios. 
Is  there  a  State  in  the  Union  which  canaot  either 
manu£actnre  for  iteelf  or  be  suimlied  by  its  sister 
Slates  in  abundance?  If  we  did  not  receive  a 
dollar's  worth  of  soods  from  foreign  countries  I 
will  not  say  we  should  be  tiie  less  happy  for  it. 
The  part  of  the  country  where  I  live  is  a  tobacco 
country,  and  hasdepeMled  until  lately  on  f(»rei£ii 
febrics  for  wear  and  consumption.  Since  the 
commencement  of  the  system  of  commercial  re- 
strictions, many  large  and  respectable  families  do 
not  consume  twenty  dollars  worth  of  foreign 
goods— -and  are  we  on  that  account  the  less  happy 
or  the  less  independent?  When  habits  of  thb 
kind  take  root  and  are  encouraged,  the  necessity 
for  a  f^eat  revenue  at  once  ceases. 

This  system,  however,  we  are  told  is  not  only 
a  deteriorating  but  demoralizing  one.  Whom 
does  it  demoralize  ?  The  violator  of  your  laws, 
the  man  who  substaatially  commits  treason? 
For  the  violation  of  a  system  adopted  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  belligerents  is  as  substantially  treason 
as  was  the  desertion  of  Arnold.  Does  the  gentle- 
man talk  of  demoralizing  these  men  whose  only 
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God  is  money^,  who  violate  without  scruple  every 
obligation,  moral  and  political?  Their  morality 
caoDol  be  injured  by  any  act  of  yours,  for  they 
have  no  moriaiity.  This  measure  may  reform,  it 
cannot  demoralize  them. 

It  seems  the  system  we  have  pursued,  and 
which  I  propose  to  continue,  is  not  only  deterior- 
ative as  to  ourselves  and  inoperative  as  to  our  ene- 
mies, but  also  insusceptible  of  execution.  That 
this'Qovernment  has  no  energjr,  no  strengtii,  has 
long  been  the  crv  of  its  enemies,  and  it  is  now 
become  quite  fasnionable  to  hear  the  same  doc- 
trine from  those  who  profess  to  be  its  advocates. 
For  one  I  deny  it.  The  laws  of  no  country  are 
better  executed  than  the  laws  of  this  country. 
They  for  the  most  part  are  executed  from  choice, 
and  the  violation  of  them  is  confined  to  an  un- 
principled class  of  society  perfectly  insignificant 
in  number.  It  is  by  the  profligate  part  of  the  mer- 
chants alone  that  your  commercial  regulations 
have  been  violated  or  evaded,  and  these  practices 
could  be  readily  prevented.  If  you  will  consult 
the  head  of  the  Treasury  Department,  he  will  tell 
you,  that  if  the  means  be  furnished  tne  laws  can 
be  executed.  It  is  because  you  did  not  give  au- 
thority to  the  Executive  for  the  purpose,  that  the 
law  has  not  been  completely  enforced. 

But  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Taylor)  says  that  the 
very  circumstance  of  employing  the  Navy  to  aid 
in  the  execution  of  the  law  would  be  sufficient  to 
disgust  him  with  my  amendment.  The  princi- 
pal cause  of  the  embargo's  not  effecting  its  full 
purpose  was,  that  the  House  would  not  agree  to 
employ  the  Navy  in  executing  it.  Not  only  the 
Navy  but  the  military  force  also  should  have 
contributed  to  its  execution.  Whatever  your 
laws  may  be,  let  them  be  faithfully  complied 
with.  It  is  better  to  have  a  mild  law  well  exe- 
cuted than  to  have  a  rigorous  one  partially  en- 
forced. 

The  gentleman  is  certainly  mistaken  in  saying 
that  Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement  was  made  under 
a  provision  similar  to  that  contained  in  this  bill. 
It  was  made  under  the  provision  giving  the  Presi- 
de t  power  to  suspend  a  law,  not  to  enact  it. 
Nothing  was  in  that  case  offered  to  one  nation  to 
induce  her  to  do  us  justice  except  the  repeal  of 
our  own  restrictions.  It  was  not  said  either  to 
France  or  Qreat  Britain,  that  if  they  ceased  to 
violate  our  rights  we  should  join  with  either 
against  the  other.  The  gentleman  put  a  case  in 
private  life,  and  told  you  that  if  he  was  to  meet 
two  bullies  there  would  be  nothing  degrading  in 
saying  to  one,  ^  Hands  off,  whilst  I  fight  the 
other."  This  case  was  not  fairly  stated,  sir. 
Suppose  he  was  to  meet  two  adversaries,  would 
he  propose  to  one  that  if  he  would  be  so  merciful 
as  not  to  strike  him  he  would  join  him  to  whip 

bis  enemy?  I  have  too  much  confidence  in  the 
gentleman's  courage  to  suppose  he  would  take 
such  a  course. 

The  gentleman  was  so  obliging  as  to  remind 
me  of  the  fate  of  the  bill  which  passed  this  House 
some  time  aso.  I  would  only  observe  in  reply 
that  I  voted  Tor  that  bill ;  and  I  believe  it  con- 
tained all  the  features  of  ray  amendment  except 


the  absolute  prohibition  of  importations  from 
France  and  Britain. 

I  can  see  that  we  are  about  to  confess  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  that  we  have  been  hold- 
ing a  false  light  to  them ;  that  the  embargo  and 
non-intercourse  were  engendered  in  w^iknen 
and  have  been  continued  through  obstiDacy;  to 
say  to  this  nation  that  while  we  have  been  treach- 
erous, the  opposition  have  always  been  in  the 
right ;  that  they  have  been  the  exclusive  friend 
of  the  people.    Notwithstanding  this  general  con- 
fession of  sins,  I  for  one  shall  ever  maintain  (aid 
I  challeoge  gentlemen  to  meet  me  upon  theissoe) 
that  this  nation  has  been  well  governed— that 
there  has  been  no  just  ground  of  comi^aint ;  tbtt 
in  the  great  body  of  the  community  there  is  in  fact 
no  complaint.    Sir,  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates  would  rather  persist  in  the  peaceful  sys- 
tem which  has  been  pursued  for  the  last  three 
years,  than  launch  into  any  untried  system.   1 
am  supported  in  this  declaration  by  nine-teoths 
of  the  American  people.     Before  we  act  we 
should  look  about  us ;  we  ar«  now  going  to  pass 
a  censure  on  everything  which  has  been  done  by 
our  predecessors  for  several  years.    We  are  about 
to  brand  two  Administrations  with  weakness  and 
imbecility.    We  are  about  ourselves  to  cease  to 
exist  as  a  party.    If  this  Congress  shall  be  foood 
capable,  after  its  loud  vaporing  at  the  commeoce- 
ment  ot  the  session,  of  aoing  nothing — of  doing 
worse  than  nothing,  of  going  home  and  leafing 
the  nation  in  disgrace,  we  shall  only  meet  the 
scorn  and  contempt  of  the  people !    Ii  they  were 
consulted,  they  had  rather  get  no  prices  for  their 
produce  than  to  succumb  to  any  nation.    They 
would  rather  do  what  gentlemen  formerly  said 
they  would  do,  what  the  gentleman  from  oootb 
Carolina  would  have  done  two  years  ago ;  they 
would  make  a  great  bonfire  of  all  the  surplus  pro- 
duce of  the  United  States.    It  is  only  through 
the  newspapers,  the  very  touch  of  which  is  cob- 
tamination.  on  this  floor,  and  in  the  other  wing 
of  the  Capitol,  so  help  me  Qod,  that  I  have  seen 
or  heard  anything  of  this  disposition  to  submit  to 
the  belligerent  edicu  for  the  sake  of  gain,  or  upoa 
any  other  consideration.    We  have  sworn  that 
we  could  not  submit  to  the  decrees  and  orders 
without  a  sacrifice  of  their  rights,  honor,  and  IB- 
dependence.    You  are  about  to  do  more— to  la* 
scribe  on  your  statute  book  the  most  abject  sob- 
mission.    You  withdraw  what  you  have  and  op- 
pose no  other  resistance.    I  demand  of  gentlemen 
now  they  are  absolved  from  their  vow  ^    '  ^ 
upon  their  candor  to  explain  what  has  happened 
to  chanse  their  course. 
The  Committee  rose  at  4  o'clock,  reported  piJJ* 
ress  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again;  and  the 
~ouse  adjourned. 


Thursday,  April  12. 
Mr.  De8Ha  presented  to  the  House  sundry 
resolutions  of  the  General  Assembly  ©^  ^'^^^ 
of  Kentucky,  expressive  of  their  entire  «PP"*"' 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  the  Executive  of  cnc 
United  States  in  the  correspondence  between  w 
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Secretary  of  State  and  Mr.  Jackson,  late  Minis- 
ter to  the  United  States  from  the  Government 
of  Great  Britain  5  which  said  resolutions  were 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Ad  engrossed  bill  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the 
District  of  Maryland  was  read  the  third  time, 
and  passed. 

An  engrossed  bill  to  establish  post  roads,  was 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

MOTION  TO  EXPUNGE. 

Mr.  Taylor  observed  that  he  yesterday  had 
seconded  a  motion  made  by  a  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  (Mr.  Ranoolph.)  which  had  been  neg- 
atived hj  the  House.  The  mistake  which  had 
been  made  by  the  mover  as  well  as  himself  in 
supporting  a  proposition  which  appeared  to  be 
out  of  the  usual  course  of  pro<;eedings,  had  only 
arisen  from  motives  which  the  House  would 
know  how  to  appreciate.  The  warrior  whose 
name  was  included  in  that  resolution,  said  he. 
was  a  constituent  of  mine.  In  proportion  to  our 
near  approximation  to  an  exalted  character,  we 
feel  fais  loss.  The  House  will  excuse  me  for  the 
error,  but  I  wish,  also,  to  be  excused  to  the  rela- 
tifea  of  the  deceased.  I  wish  that  our  indiscretion 
may  not  afflict  with  greater  grief  the  surviving 
matron  who  mourns  his  loss.  With  this  view.  I 
move  that  the  motion  made  yesterday,  with  tne 
decision  upon  it,  be  expunged  from  the  Journals. 
I  believe  there  is  no  man  in  the  House,  however 
he  may  think  of  the  motion,  but  would  feel  a 
p>ang  at  being  instrumental  in  inflicting  an  addi- 
tional distress  on  those  who  have  alreadV  suffered 
enough. 

Mr.  Marion  said  he  was  one.of  those  who  had 
been  painfully  compelled  to  vote  a^inst  the  mo- 
tion, and  had,  therefore,  learned  with  regret  that 
it  was  inserted  on  the  Journal.  He  hoped  it 
would  be  expunged. 

The  Speaker  observed  that  unanimous  con- 
sent was  necessary  to  expunge  a  vote  from  the 
Joomals,  and  having  asked  whether  there  was 
any  objection  to  the  motion  ? — 

Mr.  Randolph  said  he  was  sorry  that  he  could 
not  give  his  assent  to  it.  If  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, said  he,  do  not  choose  to  pay  the 
honor  to  the  American  Marcellus  which  the  peo- 

fie  of  the  country  had  paid  to  him  in  their  hearts, 
wish,  at  least,  that  it  should  appear  on  the  face 
of  the  Journals,  that  I  have  been  willing  to  ren- 
der it.  I  say  nothing  about  the  character  of  Col- 
onel Washington.  He  was,  indeed,  the  sword, 
as  his  great  kinsman  was  the  shield  of  his  coun- 
try. They  were  the  Fabius  and  Marcellus  of 
United  America.  The  Punic  war  ended,  they 
live  in  the  hearts  of  their  countrymen,  howso- 
ever they  may  be  deemed  of  here. 

An  objection  being  thus  made,  Mr.  Taylor's 
motion  fell  to  the  ground. 

THE  CONVOY  SYSTEM. 
Mr.  Eppes  said  that,  some  time  ago,  a  bill  had 
been  reported  by  him  to  the  House,  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  employ  the 


public  armed  vessels  to  convoy  the  lawful  com- 
merce of  the  United  States.  The  motion  to  ad- 
journ, which  had  been  agreed  to.  would  leave  but 
a  small  portion  of  the  time  of  the  House  for  the 
discussion  of  the  several  subjects  before  them. 
As  he  was  compelled  by  ill  health  to  leave  the 
city  at  an  early  day,  having  already  obtained 
leave  of  absence,  he  was  anxious  to  obtain  a  vote 
on  this  before  he  departed,  and  therefore  asked  to 
discharge  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  take 
the  sense  ojf  the  House  whether  it  should  go  to  a 
third  Tending  or  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Macon, 
Taylor,  Pickbcan,  Randolph,  Livermore,  and 
WiLSOiY,  on  the  ground  of  its  being  out  of  the 
usual  course  of  proceedings ;  and  it  was  objected 
to  the  more  especially  as' this  was  a  subject  in- 
volving very  important  principles,  and  one  which, 
of  all  others,  ought  to  be  discussed  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Eppes  expressed  his  willingness  to  take  a 
silent  vote  on  the  subject,  and  thought  a  vote 
might  be  obtained  on  the  bill  without  much  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  Johnson  expressed  great  anxiety  to  vote 
on  the  bill. 

Mr.  Livermore  intimated  that  he  was  strongly 
against  the  bill,  and.  if  it  took  every  hour  in  the 
session,  he  was  determined  to  expose  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  its  injurious  features. 

On  the  question,  Mr.  Eppeb's  motion  was  nega- 
tived— yeas  50,  nays  61,  as  follows : 

Yb AS-— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Burweli,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  Howell 
Cobb,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  John  DaWson, 
Joseph  Desha,  John  W.  Eppes,  William  Fmdley,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson, 
PetesBon  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Benj'n  Howard, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones»  Aa- 
ron Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson, 
John  Porter,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer 
Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  $melt,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Robert  Weakley,  Rob- 
ert WhitehiU,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robt.  Witherspoon. 

Nats— William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James 
Breckenridge,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus 
Champion,  James  Cochran,  Richard  Cutis,  John  Da- 
venport, junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan 
Fisk,  BarziUai  Gannett,  Thos.  R.  Gold,  William  Hate, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Herman 
Kniekeibaeker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Edward  St.  Loe 
Liveitnore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Plea* 
sant  M,  Miller,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jon- 
athan O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  Jan.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Josiah  Qoincy,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Ridiards, 
Daniel  Sheffsy,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thomp- 
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ton,  Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Tomer,  jr., 
Jabez  Upham,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheatoo, 
Ezeiuel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

GENERAL  PCMBT  OFFICE,  &e. 

The  bill  proYiding  for  the  better  acccommoda- 
tioD  of  the  Qenerai  Fost  Office  and  Patent  Office, 
was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Shi  LIE  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill  be- 
cause of  the  appropriation  it  contained.  The 
offices  were  not  in  such  a  state  that  a  year's  delay 
would  do  much  injury ;  and,  at  this  moment,  the 
Treasury  was  not  in  a  state  to  permit  large  appro* 
priaiions  for  impro7ing  the  City  of  Washington, 
Of  for  accommodation  of  the  Patent  Office.  This 
appropriation,  said  he,  would  not  be  all  that  would 
be  required.  If  ihey  made  this  grant  more  money 
would  be  required,  and  the  House  must  give  it,  or 
lose  the  money  they  would  hare  expended.  He 
said  it  was  perfectly  consistent  in  gentlemen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  House  to  vote  lor  the  expen- 
diture of  the  public  money ;  it  would  be  tn  per- 
fect consistency  with  their  general  conduct. 

Mr.  duiircT  said  it  was  as  far  from  his  heart  as 
from  the  gentleman  himself,  to  wish  to  increase 
the  expenditure  of  public  ijioneys;  nor  yet  had 
he,  in  this  case,  ainr  view  to  the  improvement  or 
accommodation  of  the  city.  He  was  Dot  very 
anxious  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Patent 
Office,  though  he  considered  that  also  a  very  im- 
portant object.  He  was  desirous  to  pass  the  bill 
upon  the  ground  that  the  public  records  of  the 
country,  of  the  War,  Navy,  and  State  offices, 
were  in  such  a  situation  as  Wjas  disgeaoeful  to  the 
HouK  and  to  the  nation.  Not  only' were  they  in 
dieorder,  and  in  a  state  of  gittdtial  decay ;  but  all 
the  records  of  the  fLevoluticBary  war  Ue  under 
Ifae  eaves  of  this  buthling  m  a  eoodi tion  extremely 
unsafe,  and  daily  exposed  to  destruction  by  ire. 
He  meDtioaed  abo  t4ie  probability  of  the  Presi- 
dent's now  being  able  to  purchase,  at  a  very  low 
rate,  a  building  well  calculated  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  said,  that  if  the  bill  limited 
the  sum  which  ma^  be  expended  to  the  sum  ap- 
propriated by  the  bill,  he  would  vote  for  it ;  but, 
horn  experience,  he  well  knew,  that  after  one 
appropriation  was  made,  another  was  sure  to  fol- 
low. He  instanced  the  ease  in  which  a  report 
had  been  made  by  the  Surveyor  of  Public  Build- 
ings, recommencfing  an  appropriation  for  com- 
pleting the  Representatives'  Hall.  And  yet  this 
money  was  all  expended,  and  one  column  deco- 
rated. Under  this  view  of  the  subject,  antici- 
pating a  call  for  further  appropriations,  he  could 
not  vote  for.the  bill. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  he  had  confidence  that  the 
President  would  properly  exercise  tbe  power 
which  this  bill  would  give  him,  and  he  Mi  no 
fear  of  exorbitant  expenditures  of  money.  He 
was  clearly  in  favor  <n  the  bill. 

On  the  question  that  the  bill  do  pass,  it  was  re- 
solved in  the  affirmative— yeas  62,  nays  62,  as 
follows : 

YtAS — Esekiel  Baoon,  Daniel  Blaiadell,  James 
Bteckenridge,  John  Campbell,  William  Chattberiin, 
Bpifhrodiuw  Champion,  Orohvd  Cook,  James  Cox, 


John  Davenport,  JOB.,  William  Ely,  Jas.  Bmott,  Joat- 
than  Fiflk,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas.  S.  Gold,  Wil- 
liam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Benjamin  Howtrd, 
Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jackson,  mn.,  Henntn 
Knickerbackr,  Jos.  Lewis*  junior,  Edward  St  Loe  Liv 
ermore,  Matthew  Lyon»  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Utir 
thews.  Arch.  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  P.  M.  MiOtr, 
Wm.  Milnor,  T.  IWoore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathin 
O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  John 
Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jan^ 
Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan.,  Josiah  Qwncy,  John  Randolph, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebenever  Sage,  Adam  Seybert,  Dtniel 
Sheffey,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John  Stsnlej, 
Jamea  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggait, 
Benjamin  Taflmadge,  John  Taylor,  John  ThompsM, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troop,  Jabes  Upham,  Nicho- 
las Van  Dyke,  Ardiibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  £.  Van 
Bensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  £»kiel  Whitman,  and 
James  Wilson. 

N^Ts— Willis  Akion,  janior,  WiUiam  Andenoa, 
Davi4  Bard,  BorweU  BaaseH,  William  W.  Bibb,  Ate 
Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  A  Bor- 
weU, William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay, 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  WilUm 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  J.  W.  Eppei, 
Wm.  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  David  S.  GaiUnd, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland,  Ja- 
cob Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jonoe,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nich(^as  R.  Moore, 
John  Porter,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  Penniyl- 
vania,  John  Rhea  of  Tenneasee,  Matthias  Riehardi, 
John  Roane,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
SmiKe,  George  Smith,  Henry  So«thard,  Richard  Staa- 
ford,  Charles  Turaer,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Bobwt 
Wltftefaill,  Ridiard  Winn,  and  Robert  Wither^ooa. 

Reeolved,  That  the  titfe  be,  "An  act  providing 
for  the  better  accommodation  of  the  QeneralPost 
Office  and  Patent  Office,  and  for  other  purposes." 

MAIL  AGENTS. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments, as  the  same  had  been  corrected  bv  the  Set- 
ate,  to  the  bill,  entitled  "  An  act  reguiatiag  ^^ 
Post  Office  Establishment."  The  first  of  the  aaid 
amendments  beiag  read,  in  the  words  followiDf : 

«  Strike  out  the  third  section;"  which  aaid  fsetitf 
is  as  follows : 

«<Ssc.3.  Jndbeitfurtkeremaeted,T\ieiiii»lfo^ 
master  General  be,  and  he  is  heieby,  authorised  lo*^ 
point  any  number  of  agents  for  the  General  Poit  iff' 
nee,  not  exceeding  five,  and  to  empower  suoh  agca^ 
to  receive  and  transmit,  free  of  postage,  all  letters  asd 
packages  on  the  business  of  the  Post  Office  Ettabliih- 
ment,  and  under  his  direction  to  make  contracts  t>r 
transporting  the  mails,  to  suspend  negligent  contract- 
ors, to  transport  the  mails,  to  collect  the  balances  dae 
from  delinquent  postmasters,  and  to  perform  such  other 
services  for  said  office  as  said  Postmaster  General  may 
^ct,  and  to  allow  said  agents  snch  reward  for  th^ 
services  as  he  may  think  reasonable,  ont  of  the  fon« 
of  said  establishment,  not  exceedinf  one  thousand  dw- 
lanper  annum  to  any  one  agent." 

This  amendment  was  considerably  drf«»«' 
The  ar^umeato  in  its  fttvor  were  grounded  on  the 
convenience  and  security  to  the  conveyance  ot 
the  mail  whidh  would  result  from  such  an  ar- 
rangement. Arguments  against  it  were  found 
in  the  additional  expense  with  which  it  would 


Digitized  by 


Google 


17ft3 


HISTORY  OP  OONOEESS. 


1794 


APRl^  1810. 


CoUmel  William  Washington. 


H.ofR. 


harden  the  Post  Office  Establisfament,  and  in  the 
inereased  patronage  it  would  gife  to  an  officer, 
who  already  poKsessed  it  to  a  great  extent. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Root,  that  the 
said  amendments  be  committed  to  a  Committee 
(MT  the  Whole  Hoose;  and  the  question .  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  coocurrinff 
with  the  Senate  in  the  said  first  amendment,  and 
reaoWed  in  the  affirmative — yeas  73,  nays  22^  as 
follows : 

Ybas— WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Bkisdell,  Adam 
Bcyd,  Jas.  Breckcniidge,  John  Brown»  Robt*  Brown, 
William  A.  BorweU,  William  Boiler,  John  GampbeUp 
Wiffiam  Chamberlia,  Epaphroditua  Champion,  John 
CaopCon,  Jamea  Cochran,  Jas*  Cox,  William  Crawfordi 
Jfite  Davanport,  Jun.,  William  Bly,  William  Findley, 
Maihack  Franklin,  GUdeon  Gardner,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heis- 
tm,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  G. 
Ja^aon,  Bidiard  Jackson,  jun.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Wm. 
Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Jo- 
seph Lewia  Jan.,  Edward  St  Loe  Livermore,  Aaron 
LyJe,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Wm* 
Milnor^  Nidiolas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr., 
Eibha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rea  €f  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  Adam  8ey- 
bert,  Daniel  Sheflby,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith, 
Henry  Sonthard,  Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephenson, 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tailmadge, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Chas. 
Turner,  jr.,  Nicholas  Van  Dyke,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
aalaar,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert 
Whitehill,  Esekiel  Whitman,  James  Wilson,  and 
Btrfmrt  Witherspoon. 

!N^ts — William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  BurweU 
BaaMtt,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  Joseph  Desha, 
Jonathan  Flak,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Samuel  McKee,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  John  Nichol- 
son, Peter  B.  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Eras- 
tus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Samuel 
Shaw,  J<rfm  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Uri  Tracy,  Archi- 
bald Van  Horn,  and  Richard  Wmn. 

Another  amendment  proposed  to  take  away 
from  all  postmasters  the  right  they  heretofore  en- 
joyed of  franking  letters.  This  amendment  was 
disagreed  to— ayes  25. 

Another  amendment  proposed  to  require  the 
payment  into  the  Treanury  of  all  proOts  of  any 
postmaster  in  the  United  States  which  shall  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  dollars  a  year.  This  amend- 
ment was  concurred  in. 

The  House  got  through  the  amendments  by  5 
o'clock,  when  they  adjourned. 

Frioat,  April  13. 
Mr.  Root,  from  the  committee  appjointed  on 
the  10th  instant,  presented  a  bill  appointing  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  Congress ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

llthCoN.  2dS£ss.— 57 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Fisk,  that  the 
House  do  come  to  the  following  resolution  : 

Resohed,  That  a  grave-stone,  not  exceeding  in  ex- 
pense the  amount  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  be 
erected  at  the  grave  of  the  honorable  Ezra  Darby,  for- 
merly a  member  of  this  Hquse ;  that  the  expenses  for 
the  same  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent  funds  of  this 
House ;  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  cany 
into  effect  the  object  of  this  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Margaret  Lapsley,  as  the  same  had 
been  amended  on  the  6tb  mstant,  to  embrace  the 
cases  of  Grove  Pomeroy,  Arthur  St.  Clair,  Da- 
vid Blackwell,  Lucy  Dixon,  and  John  Murray; 
and  the  same  beine  read,  was  ordered  to  be  en* 
fi^rossed,  as  amended,  and  read  the  third  time  to- 
day. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of 
certain  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes,  and  made  amendments  there  to, 
which  were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the  House, 
and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and  read 
the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  insist  on  their  fourth 
amendment,  recede  from  their  sixth  and  eighth 
amendments,  and  agree  to  the  amendment  to 
their  ninth  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^^  An 
act  regulatinj;  the  Post  Office  Establishment." 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Lapsley, 
Grove  Pomeroy,  Arthur  St.  Clair,  David  Black- 
well.  Lucy  Dixon,  and  John  Murray,  was  read  a 
thira  time,  and  passed. 

COLONEL  WASHINGTON. 

Mr.  CtuiNOT  rose  to  move  a  resolution.  He 
said  he  very  deeply  regretted  the  situation  in 
which  this  House  had  been  placed  in  relation  to 
the  memory  of  that  distinguished  officer  of  the 
Revolution,  Gkneral  Wilnam  Washington,  in 
consequence  of  the  resolution  moved  on  the  11th 
inatant.  He  thought  that  the  impression  exhil^ 
ited  on  the  journals  was  not  such  as  either  did 
justice  to  that  individual  or  to  the  feelings  of 
every  member  of  the  House.  He  hoped  that  to 
the  resolution  which  he  was  about  to  offer,  and 
which  had  for  its  object  an  explanation  of  the 
ffrounds  on  which  he  knew  a  majority  of  the 
House  had  voted,  would  not  find  an  objection. 
It  would  take  away  the  appearance  that  this 
House  had  not  that  deep  sense  of  the  merits  and 
services  of  that  officer  which  he  knew  they  pos- 
sessed.   He  then  read  the  following  resolution : 

RtBohed,  That  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  are 
deeply  sensible  of  the  loss  this  nation  has  sustained  in 
the  death  of  Oeneral  WiHiam  Washington,  late  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel in  the  Army  of  the  Revolution,  and 
that  the  rejection  of  the  resolution  ofiered  on  the  11th 
instant,  in  relation  to  that  distinguished  officer,  having 
been  produced  wholly  by  considerations  of  a  general 
nature,  cannot  be  deemed  to  derogate  from  the  high 
sense  which  this  House,  in  common  with  their  fellow- 
citizens,  entertain  of  his  civil  and  military  virtues  and 
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The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  resolution — 
58  to  13. 

The  resolution  passed— ayes  63;  about  seventy- 
five  members  were  present. 

BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  continuing  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  for  twenty 
years,  on  certain  conditions. 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole  of  the 
first  section,  with  a  view  to  try  the  sense  of  the 
Committee  on  the  bill,  and  went  at  large  into  ar- 

Suments  on  the  merits  of  it.  He  lamented  that 
e  was  compelled  to  come  to  a  decision  on  the 
vquestion  without  bavins  obtained  the  information 
he  had  solicited  a  few  days  before— and  assured 
the  Committee  he  had  not  called  for  information 
as  to  the  names  of  the  stockhholders  from  any 
▼iew  to  weaken  the  support  the  measure  proposed 
would  have,  from  a  disclosure  of  the  names  of 
those  members  who  were  stockholders  in  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States ;  on  the  contrary,  he  would 
not  for  a  moment  doubt^  that  all  such  would  vol- 
untarily and  from  choice  decline  voting  on  the 
question,  not  only  from  their  sense  of  propriety, 
but  from  a  knowledge  of  the  imperative  rule  of 
the  House,  which  forbids  a  member  from  voting, 
where  his  interest  is  concerned.  He  could  not 
fear  that  anv  gentleman  of  that  House  would  do 
an  act  to  which  might.be  attributed  so  improper 
a  motive, as  that  of  advancing  his  particular  prop- 
erty fifty  per  cent,  in  value,and  making  his  share 
of  bank  stock  now  worth  $400,  by  his  own  vote, 
worth  $600  or  perhaps  much  more.  But  his 
principal  ground  for  his  general  call  of  the  names 
of  the  stockholders,  was  to  check  the  statement 
of  foreign,  by  exhibiting  the  domestic  stockhold- 
ers. Mr.  L.  next  adverted  to  the  information 
which  had  been  given  to  the  Senate  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry 
made  relative  to  the  capital  distributed  to  the 
branches,  and  the  dividends  stated  to  be  yielded 
by  them ;  he  said  there  was  certainly  a  gross  mis- 
representation in  the  statements  or  that  report, 
relative  to  the  profits  divided  at  the  principal  bank 
io  Philadelphia. 

The  portion  of  capital  assigned  to  the  branches 
was  stated  in  the  report  at  ^,300.000,  and  those 
branches  had  discounted,  by  the  last  returns,  to 
the  amount  of  $11,964,000,  yielding  a  gross  profit 
of  more  than  thirteen  per  cent.  The  capital  re- 
tained in  Philadelphia  was  to  the  amount  of  $4^- 
700,000,  granting,  by  the  report,  discounts  to  the 
amount  of  $4,572,000  only.  He  remarked  on 
the  improbability  of  the  correctness  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  report,  because,  he  said,  it  was  well 
known  that  bank  capital  had  been  used  as  profi- 
tably in  Philadelphia  as  in  any  other  town,  and 
the  State  banks,  unaided  by  the  deposites  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  had  yielded  so 
:reat  a  dividend  as  to  make  the  stock  of  those 
anks  worth  from  thirty-five  to  fifty  per  cent, 
which  he  adverted  to  in  detail;  and  deduced 
from  that  circumstance  the  impossibility  of  the 
truth  of  the  information,  on  which  the  report  was 


e 


grounded.  He  therefore  thought  it  at  least  fair 
to  state  the  profits  of  the  principal  bank  at  the 
same  which  he  believed  the  branch  banks  had 
honestly  reported  of  themselves,  and  it  would  be 
found  that  after  the  deduction  for  losses  (that 
probably  never  happened)  and  contingencies  never 
expected  to  take  place,  it  would  yield  a  net  div- 
idend on  the  institution  of  more  than  eleven  per 
cent,  per  annum,  instead  of  8}.  as  had  been  re- 
ported by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  on  the 
statements  of  the  officers  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  would  advert  to  other  insUneet 
of  attempts  to  deceive  the  Legislature  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  discovered  in  the  memorial  of  the 
stockholders  of  the  bank  or  their  agents.  They 
had  stated  themselves  entitled  to  an  honorable 
claim  on  the  patronage  of  the  Government  for 
several  reasons.  First,  in  having  enriched  the 
Treasury,  by  thesharethe  Government  subscribed 
to  the  stock.  In  answer  to  this,  Mr.  L.  said,  the 
Government  composed  originally  a  part  of  the 
company,  that  it  had  the  right  like  other  stock- 
holders to  sell  out;  it  would  have  been  hard  to 
deprive  it  of  that  right,  as  it  had  no  voice  in  the 
direction,  like  other  stockholders  had,  hulas  it  was 
a  part  of  the  original  plan,  no  party  to  it  had  a 
right  to  complain.  As  well  might  the  United 
States  claim  from  individual  stockholders  a  part 
of  their  profits  when  they  may  have  sold  their 
stock.  But  admitting  Government  made  $650,- 
000,  as  we  are  told,  by  its  stock,  and  that  the  other 
stockholders  may  cnarge  this  item  fairly j  the 
Government  can  certainly  offset  it,  by  showing 
that  the  individual  stockholders  who  held  thesix 
per  cent,  debt,  as  a  part  of  the  bank  capital,  have 
sold  also  at  an  advance,  and  out  of  the  public 
made  by  their  sales  at  least  to  this  amount. 

Another  honorable  claim  is  said  to  be,  in  having 
loaned  Government  great  suras  of  money.  Mr. 
L.  said  it  might  be  true,  and  it  was  also  true,  they 
had  received  six  per  cent,  for  the  loan,  although 
a  great  part  of  the  money  loaned  was  actaall]r 
borrowea  by  the  bank  in  Holland,  at  a  rate  of  in- 
terest probablv  less  than  four  per  cent.  This  item 
of  honorable  claim  then  consisted  in  making  aboot 
two  per  cent,  clear  money  out  of  the  Government; 
if  this  loan  formed  an  honorable  claim  to  the 
management  of  our  money  i^atiers,  France  and 
Holland  it  was  certain  had  much  more  honorable 
claims,  as  they  loaned  us  money  when  our  dis- 
tresses were  much  greater,  without  a  pledge  of 
anticipated  revenue  for  reimbursment,  as  this 
bank  has  had.  But  the  truth  was,  that  any  bank 
could,  if  it  chose,  loan  to  Government  for  much 
less  than  individuals,  because  in  case  of  a  press 
for  money  the  debts  due  from  the  Government 
would  always  command  specie  in  the  n^*'*,^j 
either  by  pledges  or  otherwise ;  a  bank  could 
therefore  discount  to  individuals  on  the  credit  of 
the  very  debt  which  was  due  them  by  Govern- 
ment at  all  times  to  the  amount  of  one-half  of  it, 
and  would  therefore  lose  nothing  by  loaning  to 
the  United  States  at  three  per  cent. 

Next  it  was  said,  the  bank  had  enabled  the  Gov- 
ernment to  collect  its  revenue.  Mr.  L.  ridiculw 
this  idea,  and  said  that  the  State  banks  woiud 
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rery  thaokfally  take  this  trouble,  as  well  as  maQy 
others,  the  United  States  Banic  complaioed  of,  as 
rery  oneroas.  But  last  of  all,  the  idea  of  the 
braoch  banks  having  been  a  charge  to  the  insti- 
tution is  least  capable  of  being  supported,  after 
the  re|K>rt  to  the  Senate  of  the  third  instant,  by 
which  it  seems  those  banks  have  averaged  a  div- 
idend of  more  than  thirteen  per  cent.,  while  the 
principal  bank  had  not  given  six  per  cent.,  ac- 
cording to  their  own  account.  He  said  he  had 
mentioned  those  things,  only  because  they  looked 
like  attempts  to  impose  on  a  Legislature  they 
might  presume  to  be  ignorant  of  its  ris^hts. 

Mr.  L.  then  said  he  would  consider  the  question 
of  continuing  the  United  States  Bank  Company's 
charter,  on  two  grounds,  principally-^ 

First,  as  to  the  necessity  which  existed  for  such 
a  measure : 

Secondly,  as  to  the  policy^  if  no  real  necessity 
existed. 

And  as  to  the  first,  he  said  it  was  easy  to  prove 
that  as  it  respected  the  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity at  large,  there  was  no  necessity  for  it,  but 
that  a  benefit  would  result  from  its  immediate 
dissolution.  From  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  it  appeared  they  had  $5,000,000  of 
specie  in  their  vaults  dead  and  taken  out  of  cir- 
culation ;  for  which  they  had,  according  to  the 
report,  given  us  a  circulation  in  bank  notes  to  the 
amount  of  $4,500,000.  The  public  then  had  lost 
a  circulation  of  $500,000,  besides  the  exchange 
of  specie  for  paper — $500,000  lay  dead  and  buried 
in  the  vault  of  this  bank  ! 

The  public,  it  is  said,  are  under  the  necessity 
to  renew  this  charter,  because  the  amount  of  stock 
held  by  foreigners  would  immediately  be  sent  to 
them  in  specie.  Mr.  L.  controverted  the  correct- 
ness of  this  position,  and  said  it  was  contrary  to 
the  known  state  of  facts ;  that  foreigners  would 
not  withdraw  a  capital  from  this  country,  where 
they  could  get  six  per  cent,  in  our  public  oebt  for 
it,  in  order  to  carry  it  home,  and  get  three  or  four 
per  cent.,  which  was  the  most  to  be  ffot  in  Europe; 
they  would  not,  because  they  could  no  longer  get 
doable  as  much  as  in  Europe,  refuse  to  take  half 
as  much  more;  and  this  they  might  do  by  buying 
the  public  debt,  which  was  to  be  had  at  two  per 
eent.  above  par ;  and  their  holding  that  would 
produce  no  danger  of  their  exercising  an  influence 
in  our  commercial  towns,  but  on  the  contrary  a 
safety,  as  they  would  have  a  stake  in  the  stability 
of  our  Government,  without  the  power  of  Man- 
aging our  revenues. 

But,  for  argun^ent  sake,  he  would  admit  that 
foreigners  might  be  guilty  of  the  folly  of  losing  so 
much,  because  they  could  not  gain  a  great  deal 
more,  and  endeavor  to  show,  that  if  they  did,  con- 
trary to  the  sense  of  their  own  interests,  withdraw 
this  capital,  it  would  produce  infinitely  less  evil 
to  thi»  country,  than  to  continue  their  charter, 
even  with  its  present  capital :— $7,300,000  of  the 
whole  capital  belonged  to  foreigners — $2,300,000 
of  the  whole  capital  consisted  of  public  debt  of 
six  per  cent.  Ded  uct  thb  sum,  say  only  one-fifth, 
would  leave  to  be  settled  for  in  specie  to  the  whole 
number  of  the  stockholders  $8,000,000.    Three- 


fourths  of  this,  or  $6,000,000,  belongs  to  foreigners. 
$5,000,000  of  the  whole  capital  they  already  have; 
it  lies  in  their  vaults,  dead.  Tney  could  only 
wind  up  with  an  additional  $3,000,000  of  specie. 
Three-fourths  of  this  $3,000,000  foreigners  might 
withdraw,  which  is  now  in  use  in  the  country, 
to  wit :  the  sum  of  $2,250,000 ;  it  was  all  the 
community  could  feel  the  loss  of.  But  continue 
the  bank,  and  according  to  the  principles  shown 
relative  to  actual  net  dividends,  foreigners  now 
get  from  us  about  $1,000,000  per  annum,  and  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  of  dividend  admitted  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  foreigners  get  from  us 
8  3-8tb8  per  cent,  on  three  fourths  or  nearly,  of 
$10,000,000,  equal  at  least  to  the  sum  of  about 
$630,000  per  annum,  by  which  in  less  than  four 
years  a  larger  amount  in  specie  would  be  remitted 
in  interest,  than  the  specie  capital  now  to  be  lost ; 
for  the  stockholders  in  Europe  live  upon  the 
interest.  As  soon  as  the  dividend  is  declared,  it 
draws  no  more,  and  is  remitted.  Mr.  L.  said  there 
never  was  a  time,  when  this  country  could  spare 
the  specie,  if  it  was  to  be  taken  away,  better  than 
the  present,  and  he  hoped  there  never  would  be 
a  time;  for  it  was  a  known  fact,  that  the  or- 
ders of  the  belligerents  had  so  narrowed  commer- 
cial pursuits,  that  a  very  small  sum  was  employed 
in  that  way,  and  immense  quantities  of  specie 
were  now  in  the  country ;  as  a  proof  of  it,  he  re- 
ferred the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  to  his 
own  State,  in  which  a  bank  had  lately  i>een  es- 
tablished, and  in  a  few  hours  greatly  over  sub- 
scribed ;  so  too  in  Baltimore,  where  several  had 
been  established  ;  and  in  other  mercantile  towns 
of  the  United  States.  In  addition  to  these  proofs, 
the  report  from  the  Mint  informed  us,  that  in  the 
last  year  near  $1,000,000  had  been  coined,  and 
bullion  remained  on  hand  more  than  they  could 
work  up.  Another  circumstance  worthy  of  notice, 
to  prove  that  our  situation  was  easy,  and  that  the 
little  trade  we  had  did  yield  a  balance  in  our  favor: 
our  merchants  are  not  in  want  of  remittances ; 
bills  of  exchange  on  London  are  several  per  cent, 
^below  par. 

Mr.  L.  then  adverted  to. the  evils  which  were 
said  to  be  likely  to  arise  to  individuals  from  the 
dissolution  of  the  charter,  and  contended  that 
they  were  not  real,  that  much  had  been  said  in 
and  out  of  doors  to  excite  alarm  on  this  subject. 
To  prove  them  not  real,  take  said  Mr.  L.,  the 
discounts  at  any  one  of  the  branches,  or  the  mother 
bank.  At  Foston,  for  instance,  the  loans  were  to 
the  amount  of  about  $1,000,000  on  a  capital  of 
$700,000.  The  agent  of  the  bank  has  volunUrily 
stated,  (being  admitted  at  his  own  request  before 
a  committee,)  that  the  discounts  of  the  bank  were 
to  the  amount  ofthree-fourths  on  real  paper.  Then 
in  Boston  $750,000  is  discounted  on  bills,  or  notes 
given  for  value  between  merchant  and  merchant, 
for  sales  and  purchases,  which  are  always  paid  at 
maturity,  but  which  the  holders  want  the  money 
sixty  days  before  hand  for.  This  business  could 
as  well  be  done,  everybody  kneWj  by  private  bank- 
ers, who  would  be  very  glad  of  it,  or  other  banks 
always  will  give  a  preference  to  this  sort  of  paper .^ 
It  is  no  inconvenience  to  the  moneyed  interest  to* 
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diBCoant  this,  as  they  are  sore  of  their  capital 
again  in  sixtf  days,  or  they  can  in  the  meantime 
turn  it  07er,  if  occasion  requires. 

There  is  left  then  9250,000  due  from  what  is 
called  the  standing  customers.  It  is  a  well  known 
fact,  that  the  United  States  Bank  has,  from  the 
adyantages  the  deposites  of  rerenue  has  given 
them,  had  their  choice  of  customers ;  and,  give 
to  any  other  bank  in  their  vicinity  their  deposites, 
t^ey  will  be  very  dad  to  take  those  customers 
c^  their  hands,  and  to  four  times  the  amount  of 
them,  if  necessary. 

New  York  has  loaned  on  its  capital  to  the  mat- 
^st  proportion  in  amount  of  any  of  the  branches — 
on  $1,800,000  it  has  loaned  $4,175,000.  This  has 
been  done,  the  report  of  the  bank  sanctioned  by 
the  Secretary  of  tho  Treasury  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding, on  the  amount  of  deposites  there, 
the  immense  depositee  of  revenue  collected  there; 
jrive  them  to  the  State  bftnks,  they  will  accommo- 
date the  eonstUnt  customers  very  gladly  to  the 
amount  of  one<>fourth  as  has  been  stated,  or  if  ne* 
cessary.  no  doubt  can  be  entertained,  to  the  whole 
amount  of  the  $4,000,000. 

So,  said  Mr.  L.,  of  the  other  branches  in  other 
towns ;  but  taking  the  whole  together,  the  debt  to 
becontinued  to  individuals  would  still  be  reduced ; 
something  was  due  by  mortgage  and  bond  ;  how 
much  no  one  but  the  branch  owners  know,  ap- 
posing one-fourth  of  the  standing  debt,  which  may 
be  supposed  aAer  twenty  years  operation,  and  the 
whole  sum  with  which  individuals  would  require 
lo  be  accommodated  would  be  less  then  $3,000,- 
000  in  all  the  banks. 

Having  shown  that  there  was  no  necessity, 
either  of  a  public  or  private  nature,  which  im- 
posed the  continuance  of  the  United  States  Bank's 
charter,  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  endeavor  to  prove, 
that  it  would  be  highly  impolitic  and  he  believed 
dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  country  to  do  so. 
j  It  was  a  principle  which  the  old  charter  claimed, 
/and  which  was  again  to  be  recognised  by  the  bill 
before  the  House,  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  should  have  no  contuDl,  or  even  su- 
perintendence over  the  institution.;  He  was  one 
of  those  who  thought  this  power  ought  in  some 
degree  to  be  reserved  by  Government,  as  their 
share  in  the  contract,  where  it  was  of  much  mag- 
nitude and  to  operate  so  materially  on  the  general 
interest,  as  well  private  as  political,  of  the  com- 
tnnnity.  It  was  true,  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury had  in  his  report  seemed  to  suppose  thct  the 
United  States  had  a  control  over  this  institution, 
because  it  derived  iu  charter  from  the  National 
Legislature.  He  could  not  see  the  force  of  the 
observation,  inasmuch  as  after  (he  grant  was  made 
it  was  held  independently,  and  he  believed  that 
the  weekly  returns  of  general  accounts  to  the 
office  of  the  Secretary,  which  was  the  only  thing 
required  ro  be  done,  bv  the  bank  officers,  could 
afford  but  a  feeble  check  upon  their  transactions; 
it  might  amuse  a  gentleman  fond  of  looking  over 
statements  of  that  kind,  but  what  use  could  be 
made  of  them  ?  Or  how  was  it  ascertained  they 
Were  correct  ?  It  had  been  proved,  in  the  report 
made  on  them  of  the  third  instant,  that  they  were 


utterly  fallacious,  and  could  only  lead  to  decep- 
tion— and  where  was  the  remed^  ?  You  cannot 
penetrate  into  the  arcana^  the  hidden  springs  of 
the  money  engine.  It  would  not  perhaps  be  cor* 
rect  that  Government  should  have  such  an  infla- 
ence  in  the  conduct  of  a  bank  as  to  control  iu 
operations,  but  he  believed  it  to  be  correct  that 
Government  should  have  a  few  directors,  who 
should  operate  at  least  as  a  check,  and  through 
the  medium  of  whom  some  correct  information 
mi^ht  be  got,  when  necessary,  of  the  secret  ope- 
rations of  a  secret  tribunal. 

His  next  objection  on  the  ground  of  policy  was 
to  foreigners  holding  stock  at  all  in  a  bank  which 
is  used  for  national  purposes,  and  which  paHie- 
ularly  is  contemplated  to  have  the  safe-keeping  of 
the  revenues  of  the  country.  According  to  mis 
charter  and  the  proposed  bill,  there  was  nothing 
to  prevent  foreigners  fhxn  nolding  the  whole 
of  the  stock,  and  indeed  it  was  most  certain,  BIr. 
L.  said,  that  foreigners  would  very  soon  become 
the  sole  stockholders.  In  March,  1809,  thev  held 
nearly  three-fourths.  Since  that  time  the  United 
States  Bank  stock  in  London  had  been  severtl 
per  cent,  above  the  American  market  price  for 
the  article.  It  was  therefore  a  profitable  remi^ 
tance,  which  he  did  not  doubt  had  taken  place  it 
the  time  bills  were  b^h,  and  our  produce  subject 
to  seizures  in  every  Eluropean  sea.    The  bill  pro- 

S3sed  the  creation  of  25,000  shares,  nearly  equtl  to 
10,000,000,  which  could  only  be  sold  to  a  great 
profit  in  Europe,  and  there  he  supposed  it  wotiM 
be  sent  for  a  market.  Foreigners  will  then  pos- 
sess in  our  country  a  capital  of  nearly  $20,000,000, 
affording  a  ciif  ulation  to  three  times  the  amoant 
if  they  choose,  which  must  influence  every  part 
of  society.  Nor  would  the  United  States  be  at  aH 
exempt  from  the  injurious  effects  of  this  influence, 
from  a  false  reliance  on  the  discretion  of  her  cit- 
izens. Those  citizen  directors  would  be  elected 
by  foreigners.  King  George  the  Third,  or  the  Em- 
peror Bonaparte,  may  send  their  men,  the  osten- 
sible owjfers  of  the  stock,  who  may  easily  find 
amooff  the  citizens  of  our  Republic  the  fricn* 
and  advocates  of  crowned  heads.  The  former,  rt 
is  said,  already  owns  a  considerable  portion  of 
this  bank,  and  the  latter  should  he  ever  designs 
Tital  injury  to  this  country,  could  in  no  waf  so 
successfully  efiectit,as  by  taking  the  managemeitf 
of  our  money  matters.  To  buy  this  engine  would 
cost  him  20  or  $30,000,000— nothing  to  the  man 
who  has  in  his  hands  the  resources  of  the  conti- 
nent of  Europe.  If  gentlemen^  fears,  so  often 
expressed  on  this  floor,  have  not  all  been  mere 
afiectatiouj  and  intended  to  mislead  us  i°*^*^' 
gerous  alliances  with  England,  let  them  reflect 
on  this  subject. 

Besides  the  political  point  of  ruin,  there  was 
another  in  which  the  impolicy  of  permitting  for- 
eigners to  control  such  an  engine  among  uswas 
glaring.  Havins  the  official  power,  and  it  being 
not  improbable  that  foreigners  might  of  neccssitf 
be  compelled  to  exercise  it,  when  all  the  stocj 
shall  have  gone  into  foreign  hands,  they  wooia 
easily  manage  to  choose  such  a  direction  as  wouw 
give  the  accommodations  from  the  bank  in  8«w'*» 
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a  waf  99  to  fovoT  and  preveot  aoy  partieuiar 
course  of  trade,  loost  beaeficial  to  themselves  and 
iDJurious  to  the  Uaited  States — and  this  inde- 
peodently  of  the  political  faforitism  which  it  is 
aaid  bas  already  been  pretty  generally  exercised. 
In  order  to  make  himself  better  aaderstood,  Mr. 
Lk  said  be  would  suppose  a  case,  and  put  it  in  such 
form  as  would  not  oe  repugnant  to  the  feelings 
of  any  one  in  the  House.  Suppose  Boaa parte 
was  to  make  the  French  a  great  commercial 
nation ;  that  they  were  to  form  connexions  with 
Tery  many  of  our  American  merchants  in  our 
ewn  country,  that  the  profits  on  their  trade  were 
to  become  identified,  and  their  course  of  trade  the 
aame;  that  other  great  French  merchants,  who 
bad  not  partners  among  us,  should  have  their 
agents,  not  only  to  do  their  mercantile  business. 
bat  also  a  sort  of  spies  on  our  merchants  as  welf 
as  OUT  €k}vernmeDt.  Could  any  man  doubt  what 
woold  be  the  consequence  of  giving  these  foreign 
agents  the  encouragement  of  a  specie  fund  of 
^^,000,000  7— that  it  would  have  the  direct  efieot 
of  engrossiog  among  them  the  principal  means 
of  carrying  on  our  trade,  and  enabling  them  to 
cramp  and  destroy  the  American  merchant,  if 
sQcb  a  character  under  such  circumstances,  would 
vbe  found  among  us? 

in  another,  and  still  more  alarming  point  of 
▼iew,  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  parltcularly 
witb  an  increased  capital,  was  objectionable.  It 
lepeated  the  indecency  committed  on  the  States, 
of  authorizing  twenty-five  persons,  under  foreign 
tnfinence,  to  send  into  them  any  portion  of  oanital, 
QDder  managers  of  their  own  delegation,  without 
^iconsalting  the  State  authorities.  This  was  bad 
enough  when  the  stock  was  held  by  the  United 
States  and  citizens  of  it,  and  when  the  capital 
was  only  $10,000,000;  but  increase  it  to  twenty 
or  thirty  millions,  as  may  be  contemplated,  it  will 
aet  be  fciorne  by  the  States.  They  ought,  and  will 
refuse  admittance,  to  those  foreign  agents.  Let 
tt  be  remembered,  that  when  the  branches  were 
admitted  under  the  present  charter,  it  was  not 
only  ander  the  recommending  circumstances  be- 
fore mentioned,  but  it  was  a  time  when  the  States 
:bad  no  banks  of  their  own.  They  have  all  now 
institations  of  this  kind,  and  they  will  not  nufier 
an  intrusion  so  unreasonable,  unless  they  parti- 
cipate in  the  advantages,  and  are  made  safe  by 
-some  share  in  the  control.  Virginia,  in  1795,  per- 
mitted the  introduction  of  a  branch,  she  has  since 
banks  of  her  own,  some  of  which  have  smarted 
tinder  the  lash  of  this  bank.  Increase  the  power 
of  this  foreign  engine  an  hundred  per  cent,  and 
Virginia  would  not  (Consent  to  entertain  it — he 
hoped  she  would  not.  Mr.  L.  declared  that  he 
dia  not  believe  the  stockholders  in  the  United 
•States  bad  any  right  to  make  a  contract  for  a  re- 
newal ;  a  ffeneraf  meeting  could  onl^r  exercise 
powers  within  the  grant  of  the  charter*-it  required 
^L  or  at  least  a  migority,  to  make  a  neweootract. 

Mr.  L.  next  adverted  to  the  particular  section 
he  had  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  bill.  He  re- 
marked, on  the  first  provision,  which  proposed  a 
«ile  of  this  privilege  to  the  United  States  Bank 
company  for  twenty  years,  for  the  price  of  $1,250,- 


000,  that  although  die  establishment  of  the  Na- 
tional Bank  on  proper  principles  was  presumed 
to  be  necessary  to  the  proper  management  of  the 
finances,  to  grant  an  exelusive  privilege  of  such 
an  institution  was  unconstitutional— -that  the  Con- 
stitution had  only  authorized  this  kind  of  high  pre- 
rogative ^nt  to  the  authors  of  useful  inventions, 
thereby  intending  to  foster  genius,  and  not  rivet 
on  the  community  the  powers  of  a  political  or 
corporate  body.  No  one  would  pretend,  that  a 
bank  was  of  new  invention.  The  Bank  of  North 
America  was  older  than  the  United  States  Bank. 
For  the  purposes  of  finances,  it  was  not  necessary 
the  right  should  be  exclusive,  but  the  contrarjr ; 
and  very  great  safety  as  well  as  utility  might  oe 
found  in  competition.  It  was  possible  it  might 
have  been  deemed  neeessary,  on  the  first  estab- 
lishment of  the  bank,  when  its  success  might  have 
been  supposed  doubtful.  It  could  not  now  be  ad- 
vocated for  that  reason,  or  any  other  reconcilable 
with  the  principles  of  justice  and  common  sense. 

But  Mr.  L.  said  he  could  not  aocoant  for  the 
monstrous  proposition  contained  in  this  provision. 
The  bank  company  were  to  be  authorized  to  sell 
25,000  shares,  equal  to  $10,000,000  more  of  cap- 
ital for  their  own  emolument.  Thitt  would  pro- 
bably be  worth  to  them  twice  or  thrice  as  much 
as  they  were  to  give  for  the  renewal  of  the  charter. 
They  would,  he  presumed,  be  sold  also  to  foreiffu- 
ers,  and  thus  there  would  be  introduced  an  addi- 
tional foreiffn  bank  capital,  which  would  over- 
whelm all  the  little  American  institutions  of  the 
kind.  Mr.  L.  said  be  was  afraid  be  could  not 
speak  with  temper  on  this  subject;  and  asked  if 
gentlemen  thought  it  expedient  to  make  this  sale 
of  their  interests  to  foreigners.  He  could  not 
deign  to  look  at  the  paltry  and  inadequate  consid- 
eration ;  but  he  believed  that  it  would  be  better 
for  the  United  States  this  moment  to  be  com- 
pelled to  engage  in  a  seven  years  foreign  war, 
than  to  consent  to  be  subjugated  in  the  manner 
this  monstrous  proposition  would  effect. 

By  the  next  provision  they  were  not  to  be  com- 
pelled to  loan  to  the  United  States  more  than 
^000.000.  and  a  rate  of  interest  seemed  to  be 
fixed  tor  that,  at  six  per  cent.— for  if  the  bank 
were  unwilling  to  lend  a  cent,  (the  foreigners 
miffht  not  like  to  aid  our  Government,  particu- 
larly in  times  of  difficulty)  they  need  not  do  it, 
unless  we  give  them  six  per  cent.,  and  then  not 
exceeding  $5,000,000 — when  it  is  known  to  any 
man,  who  is  capable  of  a  moment's  reflection^  that 
a  bank  can  always  loan  to  Government  for  half 
the  rate  it  can  loan  to  an  individual.  At  all 
events,a  bank  can  loan  to  Government  the  amount 
of  its  capital,  by  partial  calls,  as  the  section  pro- 
vided, at  a  low  rate  of  interest,  as  they  have  the 
greatest  facility  in  their  power  of  securing  extra 
funds — but  most  particularly  a  bank  whose  pa- 
per is  receivable  in  all  payments  to  Government. 

Mr.  L.  said  he  had  but  the  moment  the  subject 
was  caUed  up  had  an  opportunity  of  glancing  at 
the  bill,  as  he  had  been  neeessarily  ami  involun- 
tarily absent  for  several  dayB,and  had  rode  a  con- 
siderable distance  that  morning  to  the  House. 
He  hoped  he  might  have  misapprehended  the 
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mischief  of  the  proviso.  He  proceeded  to  the 
Dext  paragraph,  and  said  he  foand  some  difficulty 
in  understandiDg;  it,  from  reading  it  in  his  place. 
It  contemplated  a  contract  with  this  institution 
to  have  the  deposites  of  our  revenues,  by  agreeing 
to  an  interest  of  three  per  cent,  when  they  exceeded 
a  certain  sum,  and,  if  he  understood  the  bill,  there 
must  be  a  sum  of  three  millions  in  the  bank  for 
fourteen  months  before  the  United  States  would 
be  entitled  to  draw  auy  interest,  and  after  they 
Dotif)r  their  intention  to  draw  interest  they  must 
permit  the  whole  of  this  sum  to  remain  at  least 
twelve  months  longer.  These  were  hard  terms, 
and  nothinff  but  an  exclusive  privilege  would 
compel  a  submission  to  them,  for  the  State  banks 
would  be  glad  to  have  our  deposites  on  better 
terms,  could  we  be  left  at  libertv  to  offer  them. 
Is  it  said,  said  Mr.  L.,  that  they  snould  be  assured 
of  the  use  of  our  money  for  at  least  two  years  and 
two  months,  should  get  at  least  eight,  he  believed 
eleven  per  cent,  for  it,  and  only  giv6  three  ?  But 
on  more  important  grounds  of  consideration,  can 
we  submit  that  this  institution  shall,  whether  we 
will  it  or  not.  keep  possession  of  our  revenues  for 
at  least  twelve  months?  Suppose  in  times  of 
peace  our  revenues  should  accumulate  to  $50,- 
000,000  of  deposites.  Great  Britain  or  France 
takes  occasion  suddenly  to  declare  war  against 
us.  Their  subjects  then  k^ve  this  sum  at  their 
command  for  twelve  months,  while  we  may  sue 
for  $5,000,000  or  a  loan  of  six  per  cent.,  and'tbey 
have  $50,000,000  of  our  money  at  three  per  cent., 
and  before  the  twelve  months  expire,  may  pay  us 
with  the  cannon  it  has  bought  for  them. 

But  the  United  States  are  also,  if  a  future  law 
can  be  obtained  in  this  House  for  the  purpose,  to 
have  a  right  to  subscribe  for  blank  shares  1  How 
complete  is  the  delusion  here  intended  by  the 
agents  of  this  bank.  They  ^o  first  into  market 
with  their  ten  millions  of  stock.  If  a  law  after- 
wards can  be  got,  (and  we  know  how  difficult  it 
is  to  get  a  law  passed  through  both  Houses  on 
any  subject)  the  United  States  may  then  go  into 
market  with  their  stock,  provided  they  do  not  sell 
below  a  certain  price,  which  at  least  may  be  pre- 
sumed twenty-five  per  cent.  The  bank  company 
are  also  in  market,  and  they  can  make  the  $1,250^- 
000  they  give  for  an  extension  of  their  charter,  if 
they  sell  their  $10,000,000  at  12^  per  cent ;  if  they 
sell  at  twenty-five  per  cent,  they  get  $2,500,000, 
and  gain  in  num^ro  by  the  bill  before  us,  the  clear 
sum  of  $1,250,000,  instead  of  paying  that  sum 
for  it. 

Mr.  L.  said  nothing  could  be  more  partial  than 
the  provision  with  respect  to  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  reciprocity  in  contracts  was  a  maxim  of 
justice  not  to  be  dispensed  with  ;  but  this  United 
States  Bank,  as  it  is  falsely  called,  might  intro- 
duce its  branches  into  the  district,  and  establish 
such  a  capital  here  as  to  destroy  the  banks  already 
here,  and  carry  its  foreign  influence  into  the  very 
heart  of  our  country.  Can  it  be  the  design  of 
gentlemen  to  destroy  the  growing  prosperity  of 
this  place?  Mr.  L.  called  on  the  Western  Rep- 
resentation and  the  Potomac  interests  to  opppse 
the  bill.    He  enlarged  on  the  propriety  of  foster- 


ing the  interests  of  the  district  as  a  g[reat  meant 
of  preserving  the  Union,  and  promoting  the  con- 
venience of  the  Qovernment. 

Mr.  L.  further  remarked,  that  the  observations 
he  had  made  were  under  the  pressure  of  extreme 
fatigue,  and  hoped  the  Committee  would  pardon 
him  for  detaining  them,  as  he  liad  done  it  only 
from  a  sense  of  duty  to  his  country's  interests; 
that  on  another  day  he  should  be  better  able,  he 
hoped,  to  face  the  threatening  danger;  for  he  was 
told,  but  he  could  not  believe  it,  that  a  majority 
of  the  House  had  thought  favorably  of  the  bill ;' 
be  declared  it  to  be  impossible  ! — and  said,  that 
of  all  the  unwise  acts  of  the  most  unwise  Admin- 
istration of  this  country,  none  had  ever  equalled 
in  madness  and  folly  the  present  project. 

Mr.  Taylor  said,  it  almost  always  happened, 
when  gentlemen  rose  and  prefaced  their  remarb 
with  a  declaration,  that  it  was  the  first  time  they 
had  read  the  bill  under  discussion,  that  they  made 
mistakes;  and  the  allusion  just  now  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  to  his.  Mr.  T.'s  listlessness 
to  his  arguments,  proceeded  from  the  ffentleman't 
having  argued  for.  half  an  hour  on  a  blank  in  the 
bill.  Does  the  gentleman  suppose,  said  Mr.  Th 
that  he  is  now  addressing  a  county  court,  and 
that  the  advantages  of  special  pleading  are  to  be 
allowed  to  him  ?  All  the  debate  which  can  take 
place,  cannot  change  the  vote  of  any  members  of 
the  House.  They  have  not  been  absent,  like  bioi) 
from  the  House,  nor,  like  him,  for  the  first  time 
seen  the  bill  to-day. 

Sir,  I  am  no  stockholder.  I  neither  hold  a  share 
in  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  nor  any  bank 
in  the  United  States.  I  am  of  that  class  of  the 
community  by  some  called  clodhoppers.  For 
their  interests  I  stand  up.  I  wii^h  that  the  char* 
ter  may  be  extended,  and  am  desirous  in  that  way 
to  paralyze  the  speculation  now  standing,  like  the 
pike,  ready  to  snap  at  the  bait.  I  am  an  advocate 
for  the  interests  of  the  honest  yeomanry  of  this 
country.  It  is  due  to  them  and  to  this  House 
that  I  should  explain  the  motives  on  which  I  act; 
the  grounds  on  which  I  proceed,  in  relation  to 
one  topic,  which  the  gentleman  forgot,  but  which 
he  might  find  a  fair  excuse  for  in  his  own  bill.  I 
mean  the  constitutionality  of  the  proposition  for 
erecting  or  continuing  a  bank  at  all. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  has 
given  to  the  Legislature  of  the  United  States  cer- 
tain powers,  amongst  which  is  the  power  to  lay 
and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises. 
and  the  power  to  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of 
the  United  States;  and  the  concluding  clause  of 
power,  applicable  to  all  the  powers  granted,  gi^w 
power  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  for 
carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers. 
As  the  gentleman  himself  admitted,  and  as  we 
have  been  told  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry, the  highest  authority  in  the  nation  on  finan- 
cial affairs,  that  a  banking  institution  is  absolutely 
necessary  for  collecting  and  transferring  the  rev- 
enue of  the  United  Slates,  I  am  saved  the  trou- 
ble of  establishing  the  constitutionality  of  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  He  admits  that  one 
bank  is  necessary,  and,,  because  one  is,twomignt 
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be  established.  I  take  the  other  eod  of  the  argu- 
ment, that  a  general  bank  is  necessary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  fiscal  concerns  of  the  Government,  and 
that  Government  is  bound  to  incorporate  an  in- 
stitQtion  of  that  sort,  under  the  words  "  necessary 
and  proper."  If  one  Bank  of  the  United  States 
is,  for  that  purpose,  necessary  and  proper,  and 
sufficient,  all  the  power  to  be  derived  from  that 
article  of  the  Constitution  is  exhausted,  and  we 
eannot  exercise  it  any  further.  Having  obtained 
such  an  institution  as  is  necessary  for  the  coUec- 
tioD  of  the  revenue,  you  cannot  by  any  power  in 
the  Constitution  multipiv  institutions  for  the 
same  purpose,  as  you  will  have  one  coming  up  to 
the  definition  of  ^'  necessary  and  proper."  There- 
fore, when  Congress  shall  have  granted  a  charter 
to  any  one  bank,  I  believe  it  would  be  incompe- 
tent in  the  Legislature  to  grant  a  charter  to  any 
other  bank  in  the  United  States,  under  the  excuse 
oi  its  being  necessary  and  proper  for  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  of  the  United  States;  because 
they  will  have  exercised  their  power  to  the  full 
extent.  When  they  transcend  it,  I  will  join  gen- 
tlemen, and  say  that  we  are  treading  on  unconsti- 
tutional ground.  It  is  from  the  necessity  of  the 
case  that  the  monopoly  arises. 

The  impolicy  of  employing  foreign  capital  has 
been  very  much  inveighed  against.  Does  the 
gentleman  recollect  the  case  of  a  majority  of 
planters  in  the  Southern  States — that  they,  irom 
year  to  year,  are  in  the  constant  habit  of  borrow- 
ing foreign  capital  ?  They  open  accounts  with 
the  merchant  on  the  first  day  of  January,  and  if 
they  pay  punctually,  they  pay  them  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  merchant,  if  he  acts  wisely,  adds 
to  his  profit  the  interest  of  the  sum  he  owes  over 
the  water  for  his  goods;  and  the  planters  pay 
this  " foreign  tribute."  Has  the  country  grown 
the  poorer  for  it  1  Look  back,  sir,  to  the  first  set- 
tlement of  the  country,  and  the  value  of  every 
acre  of  land  which  has  been  opened  and  cultivat- 
ed by  the  aid  of  this  very  foreign  capital.  It  is  a 
new  idea  to  me  that  we  should  thus  start  at  the 
bugbear  of  foreign  capital.  I  thought  the  coun- 
try was  more  flourishing,  in  proportion  as  you 
hold  forth  to  foreigners  an  inducement  to  employ 
their  capital  here.  If  we  pay  &ve  per  cent,  for  a 
capital  on  which  we  gain  ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty 
per  cent^  it  is  a  gain  to  the  country.  The  argu- 
ment of  the  gentleman  is  fallacious.  PraQtice. 
which  is  a  better  guide  than  any  theoretical 
speculations,  will  show  that  the  wealth  of  the 
country  has  been  increased  from  this  foreign  cap- 
ital, from  this  bugbear,  which  the  gentleman  is  so 
much  alarmed  at. 

But,  says  the  gentleman,  there  will  be  a  foreign 
influence.  Georee  III  may  come  over  to  reside 
here,  I  suppose ;  for,  unless  he  were  here,  he  could 
not  vote.  Sir,  if  the  sky  were  to  fall,  we  should 
catch  larks ;  and  that  is  not  a  more  extreme  case 
than  the  gentleman's  hypothesis. 

Mr.  Love  said  he  had  supposed  that  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  would  send  his  agents  to  reside 
here,  who,  being  ostensible  owners  of  the  stock, 
might  have  the  whole  direction  of  the  bank. 

Mr.  Taylor  continued.-— Then,  it  seemsiahat 


we  are  relieved  at  least  from  one  bugbear.  All 
Europe  would  be  much  obliged  to  us,  too,  I  fancy, 
if  Bonaparte,  either  by  himself  or  proxies,  were 
to  come  here  to  speculate  in  bank  stock,  instead 
of  busying  himself  with  the  aflairs  of  Europe. 
All  Europe  would  be  glad  to  see  him  employed 
as  a  stockjobber  in  the  streets  of  Boston,  orelse^ 
where.  How  are  these  Monarchs,  by  their  agents,, 
to  rule  the  bank  and  work  these  wonders  by  it,, 
when,  by  the  original  charter  of  the  institution,  it 
is  required  that  stockholders,  who  are  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  shall  alone  be  eligible  as  bank 
directors?  Suppose,  however,  that  foreign  stock* 
holders  had  all  this  influence,  and  exerted  it  to^ 
gain  the  direction  of  the  bank — if  they  continued 
the  bank  pursuant  to  the  ordinary  rules  which^ 
every  shop-keener  knows  it  ou^ht  to  pursue;  if 
the  bank  should  pursue  its  own  interest,  it  would, 
at  the  same  time,  pursue  ours.  The  moment  it 
was  attempted  to  be  made  a  political  engine,  that 
moment  the  jealousy,  which  a  free  ]}eople  feels, 
would  at  once  withdraw  custom  from  it.  It  woula 
sink.  It  is  only  by  pursuing  its  own  interest  that 
this  bank  can  flourish,  I  wish  it  in  such  hands 
that  it  will  pursue  its  own  interest.  I  can  no 
more  suppose  that  it  will  be  made  use  of  by  for- 
eign influence  to  our  injury,  than  that  the  credit 
given,  of  a  year,  and  sometimes  longer,  to  our 
planters  for  stufls,  hoes,  and  working  utensils,  ^., 
operates  to  the  iniury  of  the  country.  Neither 
would  I  give  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  any  control  over  this  institution.  I  would 
not  put  into  the  hands  of  one  party  or  another,  as 
it  became  rotten  by  its  own  sins,  the  power  of 
wielding  such  a  moneyed  engine  as  this.  The 
jealousy  of  a  freeman  which  would,  in  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia,  be  allayed  by  such  a 
course,  would  make  me  abhor  giving  the  Govern- 
ment the  control  over  it.  1  then  should  stand  up 
a  stickler  for  State  rights  and  against  measures 
tending  to  bring  about  a  consolidation  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  For  that  rea- 
son, as  a  Republican,  I  am  opposed  to  vesting  the 
Government  with  any  indirect  surreptitious  power 
of  controlling  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  the 
United  Stales  for  party  purposes,  i  do  not  know 
but  what  1  may  wish  to  see  the  present  majority, 
if  they  degenerate  as  they  may,  entirely  changed. 
I  do  not  say  such  will  be  the  case,  but  it  might. 
If  it  were.  I  wish  not  to  have  this  engine  operat- 
ingagainst  me. 

With  respect  to  State  rights,  I  believe  it  is  more 
easily  to  be  demonstrated,  but  of  which  I  shall 
not  attempt  the  demonstration,  that  the  States 
are  constitutionally  prohibited  from  erecting 
banks  in  their  own  States,  than  this  GK>vernment 
from  erecting  the  bank  we  are  now  discussing. 
I  fancy  these  bank  bills  are  but  bills  of  credit, 
after  all,  which  the  Constitution  expressly  pro- 
hibits the  State  governments  from  issuing;  but 
as  the  States  have,  without  even  saying  by  your 
leave,  sir,  exerted  this  power,  and  lam  contented 
that  they  should  have  it,  1  would  let  the  usage  or 
custom  establish  the  law  on  the  subject.  In  the 
same  manner.  I  am  willing  that  the  Government 
of  the  Unitea  Slates,  from  the  same  iisage,  the 
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same  custom,  the  same  acquiescence,  in  this  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  should  have  the  advantage  of 
the  same  sort  of  usage.    1  recollect  well  to  have 
heard,  in  the  first  Administration  of  Washing- 
ton, that,  under  the  treaty-making  clause,  the 
President  construing  the  word  "advice"  to  mean 
-something  more  than  mere  consent,  did  actually 
^  into  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of  making  a 
treaty  with  McGillivray  and  the  Indians;  and, 
finding  the  thing  so  utterly  impracticable,  had  to 
retire  and  do  it  by  his  deputy  ;  and.  from  the  in- 
convenience of  the  thing,  the  wora  **  advice"  is 
practically  erased  from  the  Constitution.    I  do 
not  find,  even  under  the  Republican  Administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefierson,  that  it  was  attempted  to  re- 
duce the  clause  to  practice.    When  tne  Senate, 
give  their  consent  now,  they  give  their  advice 
also;  but  their  advice  is  never  asked  before  the 
treaty  is  finished.     Sir,  I  could  turn  to  cases,  too, 
in  which  the  Republican  Administration  have 
covenanted  and  agreed  with  this  company  for 
loans — with  this  company,  which,  if  the  doctrine 
now  urged  be  correct,  received  a  stolen  charter, 
and  with  whom  it  would,  in  such  case,  be  as  dis- 
graceful to  trade,  as  for  a  man  to  trade  with  a 
notorious  receiver  of  stolen  goods.    Precedent  is 
strong  on  this  point.    The  State  which  the  gen- 
tleman TMr.  Love)  represents,  has  given  strong 
poofs,  that  usage  has  weight  with  them.    What 
nave  they  done,  which  evmced  it  ?    In  the  year 
1795^  when  the  interest  on  debts  due  to  the  State 
of  Virginia  amounted  to  but  two  per  cent,  a  spe- 
cial law  was  passed  by  the  State  Legislature, 
authorizing  this  institution  to  receive  six   per 
cent,  when  others  received  but  five.    If  that  was 
not  an  acquiescence  in  it.  I  know  not  what  is. 
The  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to  represent 
(South  Carolina)  has  not,    to  be  sure,  traded 
with  the  institution  ;  but  every  year,  for  the  last 
six  or  seven^in  the  annual  tax  bill,  tne  collectors 
have  been  directed  to  receive  the  tax  in  silver,  or 
gold,  or  paper  of  the  branch  bank  at  Charleston, 
or  their  own  bank.    If  this  be  not  trading  with 
them,  it  is  an  acquiescence  in  the  value  of  the 
bills  issued  by  that  institution,  and  is,  so  far,  a 
manifestation  of  the  public  sentiment.     I  dare 
say,  if  I  had  the  statute  laws  of  other  States  in 
the  Union,  the  same  sort  of  acquiescence  might 
be  produced  on  record.    It  is  the  case  in  the  State 
of  New  York. 

On  the  subject  of  loans,  sir,  it  was  the  policy  of 
that  very  Republican  Administration  which  that 
gentleman  applauded,  it  will  be  the  policy,  I  hope, 
of  this  Administration,  not  to  obtain  money  on 
extensive  loans ;  the  idea  of  a  public  debt  being 
a  public  blessiiiff,  seems  to  have  been  exploded  ; 
and  temporary  loans  are  to  be  obtained  only  from 
moneyed  institutions.  Individuals  loaning  for  a 
short  time,  and  who  are  obliged  to  go  into  market 
to  reinvest  their  stock,  ask  a  greater  premium  for 
their  money.  Practice  has  proved  that  banks  can 
do  otherwise. 

The  ai^ument  of  the  gentleman  that  Qovern- 
ment  will  be  obliged  to  give  six  per  centum  for 
money,  would  tax  him  with  a  want  of  candor,  if 
be  had  not  said  that  he  had  but  just  read  the  bill. 


The  bank  will  hav«  no  advantage  oyer  other  hi- 
dividuals  in  this  respect,  onfess  they  make  a  loan 
for  a  shorter  time,  and  on  lower  terms.  The  bill 
fixes  the  maximum  but  not  the  minimum.  It  does 
not  prevent  the  United  States  from  borrowing 
money  at  five  per  cent.,  or  three  per  cent.,  or  at 
the  lowest  rate  at  which  money  coold  be  obtained 
across  the  Atlantic  from  a  Dutch  broker.  The 
maximum  was  inserted  to  prevent  forei^ers 
from  screwing  the  Grovernment,  and  obtainiag 
extravagant  interest.  We  can  only  look  to  tfae 
bank  for  temporary  loans.  If  Government  should 
ever  be  so  sorely  pressed  as  to  require  larger  lotas 
than  five  millions,  it  would  be  policy  to  make  ex- 
tended terms,  to  reduce  the  interest.  What  will 
be  the  consequence  of  putting  down  this  and  re- 
fusing to  establish  any  other  similar  institution? 
When  we  want  to  borrow  we  must  apply  to  the 
States  for  acts  of  their  Legislatures  to  authorize 
their  banks  to  lend  money,  and  be  thrown  back 
into  the  state  of  the  Congress  under  the  Old  Coo- 
federation,  when  they  called,  and  called  again, 
and  could  not  obtain  a  compliance  with  their  re* 
quisitions.  Loans  for  temporary  accommodation 
only  ought  to  be  asked. 

The  language  and  feelings  of  the  State  LegiV 
latures  are  brought  into  view,  and  an  attempt  is 
made  to  frighten  the  House  with  this  sort  of 
thunder  clouds.  They  pass  by,  like  the  idle  wind. 
They  have  no  effect  on  me.  I  will  tell  you  where 
you  will  meet  with  the  scowl  of  the  State  Le- 
gislatures— for  they  are  not  composed  of  moneyed 
capitalists,  but  of  the  honest  yeomanry  of  the 
country.  It  would  be,  to  issue  exchequer  bills,  to 
send  afloat  another  Yazoo  bubble — to  Mow  with 
a  mighty  wind  the  shocking  flame  of  depravity, 
which  has  already  caught  in  some  parts  of  oor 
country — I  mean  the  spirit  of  speculation,  which 
will  diffuse  itself  from  one  end  of  the  continent 
to  the  other  in  these  exchequer  bills,  or  these 
bank  bills  to  pAss,  after  we  put  to  death  the  pres- 
ent bank.  This  Phoenix,  which  the  gentleman  is 
to  raise  from  the  ashes  of  the  defunct  institution, 
is  to  go  forth— ct*t  bono?  That  somuchonlr 
shall  l^  given  for  them  by  the  moneyed  capital- 
ist, as  shall  enable  him  to  speculate  on  the  unwa- 
ry. The  six  millions  of  profit  will  not  accrue  to 
the  United  States,  but  the  cormorants  will  gorge 
with  it — the  speculators  from  one  end  of  the  con- 
tinent to  the  other  will  reap  the  benefit.  On  the 
contrary,  sir,  the  money  to  be  received  under  this 
bill  would  go  into  the  nands  of  the  honest  yeo- 
manry of  this  country ;  for,  when  it  is  in  the 
Treasury,  it  is  so  much  deducted  from  what  thef 
would  otherwise  have  had  to  pay.  When  exche- 
quer bills  are  circulated,  where  at  last  do  they  gof 
After  the  cormorants  and  rooks  have  made  the 
most  of  them,  they  travel  across  the  Atlantic, 
and  the  people  of  the  United  States  ^^^^1°^ 
fited  but  injured  by  them.  The  end  of  ooin 
schemes,  is,  according  to  the  gentleman  s  om 
showinff,  that  the  stock  and  interest  will  go  into 
the  pockets  of  foreigners.  Where,  th^'^?/?  ^r: 
objection  to  the  present  plan,  which  would  noi 
equally  apply  to  his  own  1    I  cannot  s^'^-.  : 

Aot  only,  sir,  will  the  Government  of  the  urn- 
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ted  States,  aceorcfing  to  the  usage  of  commercial 
nations,  make  this  company  fairly  and  honestly 
I«7  the  valne  of  their  charter,  with  the  condi- 
tions annexed,  hnt  there  is  a  benefit  given  to  the 
United  States  of  drawing  interest  upon  deposifes 
fo  a  certain  amount,  which  they  had  not  under 
the  old  charter.  There  is  also  an  advantage  giv- 
en to  the  United  States  of  subscribing  nine  mil- 
lions of  dolhirs,  not  more  than  once  in  any  one 
year ;  and,  from  the  manqer  in  "which  it  is  con- 
dncted.  and  according  to  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary ot  the  Treasury,  which  must  be  correct,  or 
he  IS  wanting  in  his  duty,  which  no  man  in  the 
House  suspects ;  from  each  of  those  millions  you 
aabscribe  you  will  receive,  perhaps,  as  high  a 
profit  as  upon  those  bank  shares  which  Were  sold 
to  Sir  Francis  Baring  and  Company,  at  45  per 
cent,  advance,  say,  however,  only  25  per  centum, 
which  will  make  the  profit  on  each  million,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars.  But,  this  is 
too  low  a  calculation,  i  believe  shares  will  rise 
tnnch  higher— not  from  their  real  value— but  I 
will  sute  candidly  that  I  believe  they  will  be  sold 
to  foreigners,  and  that  we  shall  get  fifty  per  cent. 
on  each  share,  and  for  each  million,  $500,000  ad- 
rance,  which  will  be  a  total  profit  to  the  United 
Sutes  of  ^,500,000,  which,  with  $1,250,000,  to 
be  paid  down,  will  be  $5,750,000,  equal  to  the 
promised  bonus  from  the  gentleman's  exchequer 
oflls,  without  the  bubble  they  would  raise.  If 
the  plan,  which  I  propose,  be  adopted,  there  will 
be  no  uproar  and  spetulaiion  throughout  the 
eontineni;  the  mercaDtile  gentlemen  will  man- 
age it  among  themselves,  and  we  clodhoppers 
shall  not  suffer  from  it.  Ot  the  contrary,  we  shall 
feel  the  benefit  of  it  in  havin?  saved  us  a  contri- 
bution cf  six  millions  of  dollars  to  the  public 
Treasury.  It  will  put  dowO  the  spirit  of  specu- 
lation, and  for  that  paramount  reeson,  if  there 
were  no  other,  I  Would  adopt  it  in  preference  to 
any  other  system. 

I  will  slate,  and  it  is  fair  that  I  should  do  So, 
that  the  committee  have  had  a  (conference  with 
the  agents  of  the  Bank  and  with  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  You  have  got,  said  the  latter, 
the  utmost  extent  of  the  bonus  you  otight  to  ex- 
pect ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  I  believe,  sir,  I  may 
say,  that  there  is  thfe  utmost  probability  that  if 
the  bill  passes  with  the  provision  contained  in  it, 
or^  with  such  reasonable  modifications  as  may  be 
made,  it  will  be  accepted.  The  establishment  or 
renewal  of  the  bank  will  save  you  the  necessity 
of  borrowing  the  sum  necessary  to  supply  the 
deficit  in  the  Treasury  on  disadvantageous  terms; 
becanne  you  will  be  able  to  borrow  it  to  be  repaid 
in  as  short  a  time  as  you  please  to  ask.  It  we 
wish  not  to  create  a  natiodal  debt,  it  is  all-im- 
portant that  we  should  haYe  it  in  our  power  to 
borrow  money  for  short  periods,  and  on  the  low- 
est terms,  both  of  which  advantages  will  be  af- 
forded by  this  institution.  Allowing  that  other 
banks  bad  sufficient  capital  to  answer  the  same 
purpose,  they  could  not  do  it  without  applying  to 
the  States  for  the  purpose.  In  some  ofthe  char- 
ters, I  have  seen  an  etpress  provision  against  it. 

Sir,  I  do  not  expect  the  present  cloudy  night  is 


to  last  long.  I  look  for  a  bright  morning,  when 
commercial  nations  shall  dease  to  worry  each 
other,  when  commerce  shall  resume  her  wonted 
activity,  when  the  Treasury  shall  again  boast  its 
millions.  When  that  time  comes,  how  degrad- 
ing will  it  be  to  the  Government,  which  shall 
not  have  anticipated  such  an  event,  and  shall 
have  borrowed  money  at  high  interest  for  a  term 
of  eight,  ten,  Or  twenty  years;  when  her  coffers 
shall  be  full,  and  she  shall  not  be  able  to  pay  the 
pnblic  debts.  It  is  all  important  that  the  Gov- 
ernment should  have  the  power  to  make  short 
loans,  and  it  can  only  be  had  by  passing  a  bill  to 
continue  this  institution  in  operation.  All  this 
talk  about  the  immense  quantity  of  bullion  in 
the  United  States,  is,  it  appears  to  me,  erroneous ; 
I  believe  it  exists  only  in  the  gentleman's  head. 
With  all  my  respect  for  the  embargo,  I  will  ob- 
serve that  it  was  calculated,  as  we  could  not  selid 
produce  by  land,  and  our  merchants  owed  money 
over  the  water,  to  drain  the  country  of  specie. 
It  did  so ;  and  the  stories  we  heard  of  barrels  of 
guineas  going  over  the  lines  to  Canada,  are  proof 
of  it.  Will  gentlemen  recollect,  that,  in  Great . 
Britain,  gold  sells  12^  per  cent,  above  par?  That 
alone  is  an  inducement  to  carry  it  there.  Money 
will  go  to  the  place  where  it  can  be  most  conve- 
niently used.  I  consider  it  a  good  domestic 
guest ;  if  it  could  be  kept  here,  I  would  not  drive 
it  out  of  the  country.  In  the  days  of  our  forefa- 
thers, it  has  done  so  much  good,  that,  out  of  i^rat- 
itude  for  former  favors,  I  would  not  be  for  driving 
it  out  of  the  country.  I  would  not,  by  a  refusal 
to  renew  the  charter,  weigh  anchor  to  near  seven 
millions,  or,  according  to  the  gentleman's  sus- 
picions, nearer  ten  millions  of  dollars.  We  want 
it  here,  and  the  anticipation  of  war  is  the  greatest 
argument  in  fevor  of  keeping  it  here.  It  is  all 
idle,  sir,  to  talk  of  the  deleterious  effects  of  bor- 
rowing money  fVom  foreign  countries,  when  we 
recollect  that  every  planter,  in  the  country  where 
I  live,  has  grown  rich  by  foreign  capital ;  has 
grown  rich  on  land,  which^  without  forei^  cap- 
ital, he  could  not  have  cultivated,  and  which,  in- 
stead of  five,  has  become  bv  that  means,  worth 
fifty  dollars  an  acre.  This  foreign  capital  is  the 
greatest  stimulant  the  country  has  ever  experi- 
enced. I  believe  the  utility  or  employing  foreign 
capital  in  the  United  States,  is  the  strongest 
ground  on  which  the  institution  can  stand. 

I  have  done,  sir ;  I  have  but  incidentally  touch- 
ed the  details  of  the  bill,frdm  beiuff  utterly  unac- 
quainted with  banking  affairs ;  an(^  never  having 
owned  a  share  in  any  bank,  the  insinuation  of 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  did  not  touch  me. 
Sir,  the  gentleman  does  not  think  it  could  affect 
me;  he  did  not  think  so  when  he  uttered  it;  I 
never  received  accommodation  of  any  bank  for  a 
cent.    For  my  country  I  act,  not  for  myself. 

Mr.  FiNDLEV  said  he  wished  to  offer  a  few  ob- 
servations, that  Would  apply  both  to  the  bill  and 
to  the  amendment,  but  was  prevented  by  the  mo- 
tion fbr  the  bill  laying  on  the  table,  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virffinia,  (Mr.  Love)  which  pre- 
cluded a  reply  to  nis  arguments.  [Mr.  Lota 
withdrew  his  motion  and  Mr.  F.  proceeded.] 
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When  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  was  in- 
corporated, there  were  but  few  banks  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  very  little  experience  of  the  bank- 
ing system  was  possessed,  and  such  as  bad  been 
acquired  had  siven  an  unfavorable  impression. 
Towards  the  close  of  the  war,  in  a  time  of  great 
pecuniary  distress,  Congress  passed  an  ordinance 
incorporating  the  Bank  of  North  America,  but, 
knowing  that  this  ordinance  could  not  give  it 
effect, they  recommended  the  incorporation  there- 
of to  the  respective  State  Legislatures.  Penn- 
sylvania and  Delaware  only  obeyed  that  recom- 
mendation. It  was  organized  m  Philadelphia, 
and,  though  the  capital  was  small,  it  yielded  es- 
sential relief  to  the  Grovernment. 

The  charter  was  a  complete  monopoly ;  it  was 
not  limited  in  duration,  and  was  vested  with  the 
exclusive  right  of  banking  by  the  ordinance  by 
which  it  was  incorporated  in  the  whole  United 
States,  as  far  as  that  ordinance  was  obligatory. 
When  the  war  was  concluded,  a  new  company 
was  formed  in  Philadelphia  for  the  purpose  of 
banking ;  but  when  they  applied  to  the  Legisla- 
ture for  a  charter  of  incorporation,  the  Bank  of 
North  America  claimed  the  exclusive  right,  and 
after  being  heard  by  counsel,  the  application  of 
the  newly  formed  company  was  rejected,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  the  next  Legislature  repealed 
the  charter  of  the  Bank  of  North  America.  Many 
thought  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  revised 
than  to  have  repealed  the  charter,  but  the  people 
had  been  more  powerfully  impressed  with  some 
incidental  hardships  that  had  resulted  from  the 
operations  of* the  banking  system,  than  with  its 
advantages,  not  yet  fully  developed.  That  bank 
was  still  kept  alive  by  the  charter  from  the  State 
of  Delaware.  The  impression  on  the  minds  of 
the  people  of  Pennsylvania  at  that  time,  and  in 
several  other  States,  was,  that  the  banks  were,  if 
not  a  nuisance,  at  least  dangerous,  and  of  no  use 
to  Governmental  operations.  After  two  years, how- 
ever, the  bank  obtained  a  limited  charter. 

In  about  four  years  after  this,  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  was  incorporated,  and  the  act  of  incor- 
poration was  powerfully  opposed,  on  the  ground 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted States, and  it  was  supported  on  the  opinion  that 
it  was  not  necessary  for  conducting  the  moneyed 
transactions  of  the  Government  in  the  best  manner. 
It  was  admitted  that  if  it  was  necessary,  it  was  con- 
tained in  the  powers  vested  in  Congress  to  levy  and 
collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  and  pay 
the  debts  of  the  United  States,  to  support  armies, 
and  in  general,  to  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence; because  when  a  special  power  is  given, 
it  contains  in  it  all  powers  necessary  to  carry  it 
into  effect,  and  because  the  Constitution  express- 
ly vests  Congress  with  all  powers  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  the  given  powers  into  effect. 
Therefore,  the  question  of  the  Constitutionality 
of  the  bank  solely  depends  upon  the  question, 
whether  it  is  necessary  and  proper  for  conduct- 
ing the  moneyed  operations  of  Government.  So 
great  a  change  has  laked  place  on  that  subject 
within  twenty  years  past,  that  it  is  supposed  that 
question  is  now  settled.    Not  only  the  moneyed 


transactions  of  the  United  States,  but,  it  is  belieT- 
ed,  of  all  the  State  governments,  are  carried  oa 
through  the  respective  branches,  as  well  as  com- 
mercial transactions,  and  other  moneyed  nego- 
tiations. Pennsylvania,  forn^erly  so  much  op- 
posed to  banks,  has  since  that  period  incorporated 
many,  and  for  seventeen  years  has  connected 
banks  with  the  Government^  and  conducts  her 
moneyed  transactions  by  their  assistance.  This 
much  is  offered  with  respect  to  the  Constitu- 
tional authority  of  Congress  to  incorporate  a 
bank,  because  it  is  known  that  some  membeis 
and  many  citizens  still  doubt  of  it. 

Mr.  F.  said,  that  from  the  ground  on  which 
the  gentleman  just  sat  down,  (Mr.  Love)  had 
placed  the  question,  it  was  rather  indelicate  to 
oppose  his  arguments.  He  had  stated  it  to  be  a 
question  between  those  who  were  the  friends  of 
the  country,  and  those  who  were  not  so.  How- 
ever, he  had  also  said,  before  he  sat  down,  tJiat 
he  did  not  himself  understand  it,  and  also  that 
he  believed  many  other  members  did  not  under- 
stand it.  To  the  truth  of  this,  Mr.  F.  said,  he 
did  not  object ;  but,  however  little  he  might  aa- 
derstand  the  subject  of  banking,  he  presumed  that 
he  knew  so  much  of  it  as  to  convince  the  gentle- 
man that  he  was  not  supported  in  all  he  had  as- 
serted, and  that  some  or  bis  arguments  were  not 
fairly  deduced. 

The  honoraUe  gentleman^  both  on  a  former 
day  and  the  present,  has  charged  the  directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  with  having  acted 
unfairly,  nay,  even  with  fraud,  that  the  records 
of  their  transactions  are  evidently  fallacious, that 
they  cannot  be  understood,  that  the  Bank  has 
produced  much  more  than  is  accounted  for  bf 
the  dividends,  dbc,  that  the  Secretary's  report  is 
inconsistent  and  throws  no  sufficient  light  on  the 
subject. 

One  proof  he  gives  for  the  truth  of  this  charge, 
is,  that  the  branches  at  Boston,  New  York,f^ 
account  for  having  gained  ten  or  eleven  per  ceat. 
on  the  capital  in  their  vaults,  and  that  the  mother 
bank  had  in  her  vaults  a  capital  nearly  equal  to 
that  in  all  the  branches,  about  $4,500,000,  and  yet 
does  not  account  for  more  than  six  per  cent,  or 
not  so  much  ;  and  he  considers  this  circumstance 
as  a  demonstration  that  the  mother  bank  at  least 
has  acted  a  fraudulent  part  by  concealing  ber  pro- 
fits I  whereas,  if  the  gentleman  had  understood 
the  subject,  he  would  have  taken  it  at  least  as  a 
strong  presumption  that  the  directors  have  acted 
honestly  and  correctly,  for  this  is  just  the  wa?  H 
must  have  been  if  it  was  honestly  and  wisely 
conducted.  He  has  considered  the  bank  and  ifs 
branches  as  so  many  distinct  banks,  having  their 
capital  independent  of  each  other.  This  seems 
to  be  the  source  of  his  mistake.  The  capit»l  w 
one.  It  is  the  capital  of  the  Bank  of  the  Uniie<l 
Slates.  When  the  branch  is  established  in  any 
State,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  appoints  the 
directors  for  the  branch  and  vests  so  much  cap* 
ital  in  it  as  will  probably  be  thought  necessary 
for  the  demand,  aided  by  the  credit  of  the  great 
firm.  The  bank  itself  is  the  great  deposiie  or 
reservoir  which  contains  the  capital  and  possessci 
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the  credit  hj  which  the  whole  is  supported.  If 
the  negotiations  of  some  hranches.  whether  on 
the  East  or  Sooth,  Deoessarily  ezteod  to  discouotis 
the  mother  baok  must  extend  her  credit,  viz : 
must  authorize  the  hranches  to  draw  on  the  mo- 
ther bank,  as,  if  a  run  is  made  on  them  unexpect- 
edly, she  must  do  the  »me.  Consequently,  she 
must  always  have  sufficient  capital  in  reserve 
ready  to  meet  all  such  exiseocies,  and  must  not 
extend  her  discounts.  If  sne  did  otherwise,  she 
would  have  justly  merited  such  censure.  If  the 
honorable  gentleman  had  understood  this  he 
would  not  have  censured  the  institution  for  what 
she  would  have  been  justly  censurable  for  not 
doing. 

The  buildings  and  conducting  of  the  bank  and 
its  branches  requires  considerable  expense.  A 
branch  that  produces  no  profit,  but  sometimes  loss, 
may  be  as  expensive  in  keeping  it  up,  as  those 
that  are  productive.  The  gentlemen  has  pro- 
duced none  but  such  as  are  roost  productive. 
Others  may  be  kept  up  at  a  considerable  loss.  If 
such  unfounded  objections  as  those  had  been  an- 
ticipated they  might  have  been  rebutted  by  facts, 
with  which  he  was  not  now  prepared.  One  fact, 
however.  Mr.  F.  said,  he  would  offer  in  illustration, 
uken  from  a  similar  institution.  The  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania,  in  which  that  State  was  largely  in- 
terested, had  established  a  branch  at  Pittsburg, 
which  did  much  business.  She  receives  in  deposite 
the  money  of  the  United  States  received  for  pub- 
lic land,  and  money  of  the  merchants  and  dealers 
of  the  Slates  on  the  Ohio,  and  in  return  gives 
drafts  on  the  mother  bank  on  such  terms  as  are 
agreed  on,  (to  the  United  States  she  makes  no 
charge;)  she  accepts  of  the  draft  of  the  Trea- 
sury from  this  city,  and  discounts  notes  of  a  large 
■  amoaoc,  yet  has  never  received  any  capital  sum 
from  the  mother  bank,  but  draws  upon  her  credit. 
This  answers  every  purpose  in  the  situation  of 
that  country,  but  the  mother  bank  must  always 
reserve  sufficient  surplus  capital  to  answer  the 
demand.  These  drafts  are  more  valuable  in  that 
coQDtry  than  specie. 

In  order  to  give  credit  to  the  gentleman's  as- 
sumed eharffe  of  fraud  against  the  directors  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  we  must  first 
believe  other  extraordinary  things.  We  must 
believe  not  only  that  all  the  directors  of  the 
bank  elected  by  the  stockholders,  on  account  of 
their  known  talents  and  integrity,  six  of  whom 
hare  been  changed  annually,  for  near  twenty 
years,  to  have  been  dishonest,  and  chargeable 
with  a  breach  of  sacred  trust,  but  that  all  the  di- 
rectors of  the  branch  banks  bave  been  so  also, 
as  well  as  all  the  cashiers  and  tellers,  who  are 
changeable  at  pleasure,  and  who  have  frequently 
been  changed,  nave  united  in  the  fraud,  and  while 
they  robbed  their  emplovers  were  so  honest  to 
each  other,  that  even  after  they  have  been  re- 
mored  from  their  trust,  or  turned  out  of  employ, 
thef  have  never  to  this  day  made  the  discovery. 
Naf ,  we  must  believe  what  is  still  more  extraor- 
dinary. We  mast  believe  that  the  stockholders. 
frequently  also  changing^  were  fools.  Each  ot 
them  had  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  affairs  of  the 


Bank  and  ihe  conduct  of  the  directors,  and  it  is  to 
be  presumed  they  have  done  it  and  were  satis- 
fied. The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  for  the 
time  being  had  authority  by  law  to  inspect  the 
directors  of  the  bank,  and  did  do  it,  and  obtained 
weekly  returns  of  its  situation — these,  though  of 
different  political  parties,  were  all  men  of  cha- 
racter and  talents,  whose  moral  character  has 
not  been  impeached.  The  present  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  is  supposed  to  be  honest,  and  his 
talents  on  this  subject  are  admitted  by  all.  Indeed 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia  has  not  directly 
questioned  his  integrity,  but  has  charged  him  at 
least  with  incompetency.  It  is  is  certain  that 
he  and  all  the  former  Secretaries  must  have  been 
either  incompetent,  or  dishonest,  or  both,  if  the 
honorable  gentleman's  assertions  are  dorrect. 

Mr.  F.  assured  the  House  that  be  was  not,  nor 
ever  had  been  a  stockholder  of  that  bank,  nor 
received  any  accommodations  from  it,  and  be- 
lieved he  never  would;  and  judging  from  his  sit- 
uation and  time  of  life  he  thought  be  was  disin- 
terested, and  could  have  no  view  but  the  public 
good  as  far  as  he  understood  it.  He  had  been 
acquainted  with  many  of  the  directors  of  that 
Bank  from  its  commencement,  and  knew  their 
moral  characters  to  have  been  unimpeachable, 
but  by  the  law  of  its  incorporation  all  the  direc- 
tors had  been  changed ;  one  bad  been  president 
of  the  Bank  of  North  America  since  its  com- 
mencement, (which  was  the  first  bank  in  the 
United  States,)  until  he  was  elected  director  and 
afterwards  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  continued  to  preside  over  that  insti- 
tution^ until  he  declined  the  honor  and  labor  not 
long  SI  nee.  If  the  gen  tleman's  charges  against  the 
directors  of  that  l^nk  are  well  founded  this  ven- 
erable character  (Thomas  Willing)  never,  hereto- 
fore, eharged  with  dishonesty,  must  have  been 
dishonest  in  a  higher  de^rree  than  all  the  rest, 
because  he  had  the  superintendence  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States  and  all  its  branches  for  the 
longest  period. 

If  we  are  to  discredit  these  records  and  give 
credit  to  charges  of  intentional  fraud  so  long  con« 
tinned,  and  so  successfully  carried  on,  we  roust 
give  up  all  confidence  in  moral  integrity  and 
artificial  checks.  None  can  have  a  greater  inter- 
est in  seeking  for  moral  integrity  and  talents, 
then  the  stocUiolders  have.  It  is  their  property 
that  is  at  risk — none  can  have  greater  checks  on 
their  conduct.  Six  directors,  being  stockholders, 
and  going  out  every  year,  are  very  capable  of  un- 
derstanding the  subject,  and  making  a  scrutiny 
which  every  stockholder  has  a  right  to  do.  If 
they  conceal  the  profits  o[  the  bank,  they  do  it  to 
their  own  loss,  a  circumstance  very  hard  to  be- 
lieve of  moneyed  institutions,  whose  sole  object 
is  gain^  for  it  must  be  admitted  that  the  price  of 
stock,  IS  regulated  by  its  productiveness  in  div- 
idends. In  shorty  if  the  gentleman's  charges 
against  the  bank  directors,  &c.,  are  well  founded, 
we  can  have  no  confidence  in  our  revenue  offi- 
cers, nor  in  any  department  to  whom  the  receiv- 
ing or  paying  money  is  entrusted. 
The  honorable  gentleman  is  alarmed  with  the 
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daneers  of  foreign  capital  in  the  vaults  of  the 
baakj  and  the  amount  of  the  dividends  annually 
drawn  to  Europe.  He  concluded  with  the  im- 
pressive apprehension,  that  the  day  was  not  far 
distant,  when  France  and  the  United  States 
would  be  in  friendship,  that  in  that  case,  Napo- 
leon by  his  agents  might  purchase  half  the  bank 
stock,  and  through  that  medium  govern  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

Mr.  F.  said  that  the  use  of  foreign  capital  had 
heretofore  been  of  great  advantage  to  the  United 
States — that  from  the  use  and  improvement  of 
this,  our  own  commercial  capital  had  been  cre- 
ated and  our  country  improved.  The  gentle- 
man had  introduced  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Barin|:, 
and  given,  he  believed,  a  just  statement  of  his 
wealth  and  credibility.  That  same  Mr.  BaHng 
had;  if  he  recollected  well,  stated  that  the  mer- 
chants of  the  United  States  were  always  indebted 
to  the  British  merchants  and  manufacturers,  up- 
wards of  twelve  millions  sterling,  for  which  thev 
had  a  credit  of  eighteen  months,  and  on  which 
thev  sometimes  acquired  douUe  the  amount  in 
trade  before  the  capital  was  paid.  Why  did  not 
gentlemen  consider  this  foreign  capital  as  dan- 
gerous to  the  United  States,  which,  if  the  maxim 
Is  true,  that  the  borrower  is  servant  to  the  leaner, 
it  certainly  is  ?  For  this  capital  our  own  citi- 
zens are  under  obligations  to  foreigners ;  for  the 
stock  subscribed  for  b^  foreigners  in  the  bank, 
they  are  under  obligations  to  us.  How  has  it 
happened  that  this  much  more  extensive  amount, 
and  much  more  influential  use  of  foreign  capital, 
has  wholly  escaped  the  honorable  gentleman's 
observation  ?  For  his  own  part,  Mr.  F.  said,  he 
believed  that  foreign  capital  had  been  of  use  to 
the  improvement  of  this  countrv,  and  much  more 
safely  m  the  form  of  bank  stock  than  otherwise. 
In  the  present  state  of  the  world,  however,  circum- 
stances had  in  a  few  vears  greatly  changed.  He 
would  not  be  alarmed  to  see  Napoleon  being  the 
purchaser  of  the  half,  or  even  of  the  whole  of  the 
stock  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  as  he 
could  have  no  vote  in  the  direction  of  it.  This 
would  be  the  best  security  we  could  possibly  have 
for  reimbursement  of  the  spoliations  committed 
bv  his  orders.  Foreigners  having  no  vote  in  the 
choice  of  directors,  the  stock  is  wholly  in  our 
own  power.  They  can  even  now  purchase  up 
all  the  stock  of  any  State  bank,  if  they  please. 
It  is  for  sale  in  the  market.  Sequestration  of 
enemies'  property  is  a  just  retaliation  for  depre- 
dations on  the  ocean,  but  ought  to  be  the  last  re- 
6ort.  Commercial  debts  are  hard  to  discovier; 
commercial  honor  conceals  them ;  but  bank  stock 
cannot  be  concealed — therefore^  the  sequestration 
of  bank  stock  is  the  best  security  we  could  have 
in  our  power  to  operate  against  our  greatest  ene- 
my^even  if  that  should  be  Bonaparte. 

There  is  also  a  mistake  about  the  value  of  the 
deposites  in  the  bank ;  its  value  arises  more  from 
its  certainty  than  from  its  amount.  No  bank 
will  venture  to  discount  on  deposites  that  may 
be  withdrawn  the  next  day.  The  bank  direc- 
tors know  the  course  of  business  in  which  their 
commercial  customers  are  engaged ;  they  know 


when  the  deposites  will  be  withdrawn,  and  whei 
others  will  be  made  to  replace  them.  Qa  tbeie 
they  can  calculate  with  certainty,  and  diseooat 
accordingly.  But  this  is  not  the  case,8t  least,  a 
as  high  a  degree  with  revenue  denosites.  The 
quarterly  payments  of  the  public  debt  may  iDdee4 
be  calculated  on  with  tolerable  certainty ;  but 
this  is  not  the  case  with  numerous  other  demands 
on  the  public  revenue,  to  meet  which  there  most 
be  always  a  sufficient  amount  ready  on  demand. 
The  deposites  of  the  public  revenue,  no  doobt, 
enable  the  bank  to  extend  its  discounts  to  a  cer- 
tain degree ;  but  by  do  means  to  the  degree  tint 
is  alleged  ;  besides,  even  permanent  deposites  are 
no  further  of  use  to  a  bank  than  discounts  are  in 
demand.  At  present  banks  are  sonumeroosas 
to  be  able  to  grant  discounts  on  all  good  paper. 
And  a  bank,  with  a  small  capital,  is  more  pro- 
ductive in  proportion  to  the  capital  than  a  lai^ 
one ;  but  they  are  not  so  safe  dej>ositaries  fortae 
public  revenue,  and  cannot  assist  the  Goreni- 
ment  in  the  case  of  sudden  energencies. 

The  honorable  gentleman  considers  the  das- 
gers  supposed  to  result  from  the  sudden  stopping 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  as  mere  bog- 
bears,  artfully  promoted  to  influence  the  question, 
and  says  he  has  heard  much  of  them  out  of  doon. 
He  assures  us,  that  the  State  banks,  and  abund- 
ant private  capital  in  the  country,  are  fully  equal 
to  the  crisis,  sovmuch  so,  that  no  such  effects  will 
be  felt  as  is  pretended. 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  was  of  a  very  different  opinioQ. 
Even  in  countries  where  private  capital  aoid  baok 
stock  was  much  more  abundant  than  in  tkb 
countrv.  where  the  greatest  difficulty  was  to  find 
profitaole  employment  for  money,  diawiagt 
much  less  sum  out  of  circulation  than  the  stock 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  the  cause 
of  incalculable  distress.  From  England,  from 
which  we  had  learned,  and  still  might  learOi 
much  respecting  money  negotiations,  many  a- 
amples  to  this  purpose  might  be  proauced.  He 
would  only  mention  one.  In  seventeen  hondriia 
and  ninety-three,  while  the  National  Bank  of 
England  was  in  full  credit,  and  issued  specie  on 
demand,  some  of  the  usual  channels  of  trade  being 
stopped  by  the  war,  several  pri  vale  banks  and  com- 
mercml  houses  stopped  payment.  So  much-being 
withdrawn  from  the  usual  channels  of  51^^*' 
tion,  epread  distress  over  the  whole  nation,  and 
its  efiects  were  felt  in  this  country,  and  througn- 
out  the  commercial  world.  The  pressure  was 
too  great  for  even  the  Bank  of  England  to  relief e 
it.  A  general  bankruptcy  was  so  much  appft* 
bended,  that  Government  was  under  the  necewity 
of  interposing,  and  issued  five  millions  tp  be  lent 
on  the  credit  of  deposites  of  flaerchaniable  goods, 
and  on  moderate  interest.  Half  (his  sum,  howerer, 
supplied  the  vacuum  of  the  circulating  mediwni 
and  retrieved  credit  and  confidence ;  the  oin« 
half  never  was  called  for.  This  instance  is  se- 
lected, because  it  is  believed  to  be  within  tne 
knowledge  and  recollection  of  every  one  wfto 
even  read  newspapers  seventeen  years  ago. 

He  aaid.  that  if  the  paper  in  circulatioo  on  tne 
credit  of  the  ten  million  of  dollars  of  bank  stoci, 
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Rtaddenly  drawn  oat  of  circulation,  the  distress 
occasioned  thereby  woald  be  iocalculable.  AH 
the  aid  that  State  or  private  bank^  could  give, 
would  not  prevent  it ;  they  would  be  dUtressed 
thenselves,  and  many  of  them  stop.  The  demand 
for  discounts  in  specie  would  be  ffreater  than 
could  be  supplied ;  and  demands  tor  discounts. 
even  if  satisfied  with  paper,  that  paper  woula 
immediately  be  returned,  and  specie  demanded, 
ws6  ttuMlN  paid,  or  ebe  the  bauk  on  which  the 
demand  is  made  must  stop  business.  The  whole 
tea  ■uUioas  must  be  raised  in  specie;  the  paper 
•f  other  banks,  as  neeodable  p^^,  will  not  do 
ftl  least  for  the  $7,500,000,  that  is  to  return  to  Eu- 
rope ;  it  is  presumed,  this  is  too  sreat  a  demand 
of  specie  to  be  suddenly  supplied ;  besides  these 
evils,  it  would  lower  the  price  of  produce  from 
QeoTgitt  to  New  Hampshira,  and  occasion  numer- 
oua  mnkruptcies,  and  would  even  affect  our  cre- 
dit, by  disabling  the  merchants  to  pay  the  landed 
debt,  and  obliging  such  as  possess  funded  stock 
to  send  it  to  the  market  when  there  would  be 
few  to  purchase.  Mr.  P.  said  he  was  as  con- 
fident tnat  such  would  be  the  consequences  of 
saddenly  withdrawing  the  stock  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  as  he  could  be  of  any  causes 
producing  their  natural  efiFects.  These  conse- 
qoences  could  only  be  Tessened  by  the  assistance 
or  moderation  of  the  stockholders.  He  mention- 
ed ao  instance  within  his  own  knowledge,  which, 
though  comparatively  small,  applied  to  the  ease. 
A  number  of  French  royalists  who  took  refuge  in 
Philadelphia,  being  in  expectation  of  a  counter 
rerolntion,  would  not  vest  their  mo.nev  in  bank 
or  public  stock,  but  had  it  lent  on  brofcer  inter- 
est at  one  per  cent,  a  month :  it  had  before  been 
two  per  cent.  In  the  meantime  Congress  brought 
forward  the  alien  law,  and  the  emigrants,  not 
knowing  who  vrould  be  sent  out  of  the  country; 
saddenlf,  under  that  law,  called  in  their  moaty 
wfaieh,  notvrithManding  the  assistance  of  the 
Bank,  soon  raised  the  broker's  interest  from  one 
to  four  per  cent,  a  month. 

For  theae  reasons,  and  others  that  might  be 
mentioned,  he  was  in  favor  of  the  general  priAci- 

Ces  of  the  bill,  and  against  the  amendment  He 
i6  intended  not  to  <ktain  the  House  lon^,  there- 
fore would  not  discuss  the  details  of  the  bill.  He 
supposed  they  might  be  very  much  improved,  in 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  by  improving  tne  details. 
Toe  Committee  now  rose,  reported  progress, 
ami  were  refused  leave  to  sit  agam. 


SATtuoiAT,  April  14. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  Tennes- 
see, that  the  House  do  now  adjourn;  and  the 
question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  determined 
in  the  negative — yeas  6,  nays  69. 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  presented  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Gki^e  Armroyd  and  Company,  which 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter  from 
the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 


statement  of  the  amount  of  moneys  due  from  in- 
dividuals on  the  first  days  of  January,  1807  and ' 
1810,  on  account  of  the  purchase  of  public  lands; 
which  were  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.^NELSON,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  lOlh  instant,  presented  a  bill  supplementary 
to  aa  act  entitled  "  An  act  more  ^eetually  to 
pvovida  for  the  orwmiaation  of  the  militia  of  tlie 
District  of  Columbia;''  which  was  read  ti«4ea, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
Monday  next. 

An  engrossed  bill  providing  for  the  sale  of  cer^ 
tain  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  fbr  other 
purposes,  was  read  the  third  time^  and  passed. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amei^d^ 
meats  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  **  An  act 
authorizing  the  discharge  of  John  Kerr  from  hia 
imprisonment;"  and  ti^  same,  being  read,  were 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  sent  from  tli^e  Senate,  entitled  "Aa  act  fixiag 
the  compeaaatioa  of  public  Miaiatei s,  and  of  Con- 
attla  residing  on  the  coast  of  Barbary." 

Ordered,  That  the  third  readiag  of  the  said  bill 
be  postponed  until  Monday  next 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  btlL  entitled  '*  An 
act  concerning  the  Society  of  La  Trappe ;"  and  a 
bill,  entitled  'A.n  act  to  erect  a  light-house  at  the 
entrance  of  Scituate  harbor,  a  stone  column  on  a 
spit  of  land  at  the  entrance  into  Boston  harbor, 
and  a  beacon  on  Beach  Point,  near  Plymouth 
harbor,  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts;  a  light- 
house at  the  entrance  of  Bayou  St.  John,  intQ 
Lake  Pontchartraiu ;  and  two  lights  on  Lake 
Erie;''  to  which  biHs  they  desire  the  concurrence 
of  this  House. 

POST  OFFICE  ESTABLISHMENT. 

The  Honse  took  up  for  consideration  the  mes- 
sage from  the  Senate,  stating  their  recession  from 
all  those  ameadmenu  bat  one  to  tiie  bill  regu- 
lating the  Post  Office  Establishment,  which  were 
disagreed  to  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  made  by  the  Senate,  disagreed 
to  by  the  House  of  Representatives^  and  now  in- 
sisted on  by  the  Senate,  is  to  insert  m  the  follow- 
ing section  the  words  in  italics: 

**That  if  any  peraon  other  than  the  Postmaster 
General,  or  his  depatiesy  or  persons  by  them  employed, 
(diaH  be  concerned  in  setting  up  or  maintaining  any 
foot  or  horse  post,  stage  wagon,  other  stage  or  sleigh, 
on  any  established  post  road,  or  from  one  post  town  to 
another  post  town,  on  any  road  adjacent  or  parallel 
to  an  established  post  road,  or  any  packet  boat,  or 
other  vessel,  to  ply  regularly  from  one  place  to  another, 
between  which  a  regularipommunication,  by  water, 
shall  be  esUblished  by  the  United  States,  and  shall 
receive  any  letter  or  paeket  other  than  newiq^pers, 
dec,  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  eflbnce  the  sum  of 
fifWdoHan." 

The  effect  of  the  amendment  is  to  permit  pack- 
ets to  carry  letters  from  one  post  town  to  an- 
other; and,  as  it  was  contended,  to  prevent  the 
Gknerel  Post  Office  from  establishing  water  mails 
on  advantageous  terms,  by  admitting  the  compe- 
tition of  these  private  coaveyanoas. 
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A  motioD'  was  made  by  Mr.  Rhea,  of  TeoDes- 
see,  to  insist  on  their  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment The  subject  was  warmly  debated.  The 
House  determined  to  insist — yeas  53,  nays  45,  as 
follows: 

YxAs — WiOis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  Eze* 
kiel  Bacon,  DaTid  Bard,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  Adam  Boyd, 
Robert  Brown,  William  BuUer,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Jas.  Cochran,  James  Cox,  Richard  Cutts, 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fiak,  Bar- 
xiliai  Crannett,  Thomas  Ghokon,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Thomas  R.  Gold,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufly,  Rich- 
ard M.  Johnson,  John  Lore,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Ma- 
rion, Sam'l  McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Thos.  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylrania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Ebenezer  Seavcr,  Saml. 
Shaw,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  White- 
bill,  James  Wilson,  and  Richard  Wmn. 

Nats — Burwell  Bassett,  James  Breckenridgey  John 
Brown,  John  Campbell,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  John 
Clopton,  William  Crawford,  John  Darenport,  jr.,  Jolur 
Dawson,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  John  W.  Eppes, 
Gideon  Gardner,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  HaTen, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jonathan  H.  Hubbard,  Richard  Jack- 
son, jr.,  Robert  Jenkini^  William  Kennedy,  Edward 
St.  Loe  Livermore,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde,  Alexander  McKim,  Wm.  Milnor,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jonathan  Q.  Moseley, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Benjamin  Pickman, 
jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Roane,  Adam  Seybcrt,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  Geo.  Smith,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Ja- 
bez  Upham,  NichoUs  Van  Dyke,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

On  motion  it  was  agreed  that  a  conference 
with  the  Senate  be  asked  on  the  subject ;  and  a 
committee  was  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
House. 

ADDITIONAL  REVENUE. 

The  House  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  on  the 
bill  to  impose  additional  duties  on  soods,  wares, 
and  mercnandise,  imported  from  foreign  ports. 
To  this  committee,  also,  had  been  referred  a  reso- 
lution for  reducing  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the 
United  States. 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  being  read  by  the 
Cbairmao, 

'  Mr.  Eppes  said  that  he  would  avail  himself  of 
the  present  opportunity  to  state  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to 
recommend  an  increase  of  duties,  and  the  amount 
to  which  that  increase  ought  to  be  carried.  In 
examining  the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  it  will 
be  found  that  the  aggregate  receipts  during  the 
last  three  years  have  amounted  to  $37,057,373, 
making  an  average  receipt  for  each  year  of  $12,- 
500,000.  The  aggregate  expenses  during  the 
same  period  have  amounted  to  $43,174,324,  mil- 
king an  average  expenditure  of  $14291,441  for 
each  year;  making  a  difference  between  the  an- 
nual receipts  and  annual  expenditures  during  the 
last  three  years  of  ^,038,948.  The  cash  and 
bonds  which  will  be  received  during  the  present 


vear,  and  applicable  to  the  expenses,  amooDt  to 
$12,500,000. 

The  expenses  of  the  present  year,  at  present  au- 
thorized, amount  to,  for  tne  civil 

department $1,500,000 

Forthedebl 8,000,000 

Military  and  Naval  Establishments    -   6.037,000 


Total ||5^,000 

Deduct  cash  and  bonds  above  suted    13,500.000 


Deficiency  for  the  year  1810    -       -   $3,037,000 


This  deficiency,  the  amount  of  which  will  d^ 
pend  on  the  amount  of  the  proposed  redaction  of 
expenses,  must  be  supplied  by  loan.    This  ttateof 
the  Treasury  was  anticipated  by  the  Secretirj, 
who  recommended,  two  years  since,  an  incieaae 
of  duties.    At  the  second  session  of  the  tenth 
Congress,  a  law  passed  for  increasins  the  duties 
fifty  per  cent.     The  importations  during  that 
year  produced  $8,000,000.  on  which  fifty  percent, 
would  have  yielded  $4,000,000,  one  milUoa  more 
than  the  present  deficit.    While,  however,  the 
expenditures  on  account  of  the  Military  and  Na- 
val Establishments  during  the  last  three  yean 
have  been  increased  so  as  to  produce  an  average 
expenditure  of  $5,024,774,  which  is  more  tbao 
double  of  the  average  expenditure  for  those  ob- 
jects during  the  last  seven  years,  viz:  $2,500,000, 
no  additional  revenue  has  been  provided  to  meet 
these  extraordinary  expenditures.    If  a  redoeilon 
of  $3,000,000  should  now  be  made  in  the  miliury 
and  naval  expenses,  in  conformity  to  the  sugge^ 
tion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  the  actual 
saving  during  the  present  year  would  not  exceed 
one-half  of  that  sum,  viz :  $1,500,000. 
One    quarter,  already  expired,    consumes  one- 
fourth  of  the  three  millions,  viz :   -    $750,000 
To  this,  add  expenses  in  the  War  De- 
partment, which  cannot,  during  the 
present  year,  be  reduced,  viz:  for 
ordnance,  $200,000;    arsenab  and 
armories.  ^3,000 ;  Indian  Depart- 
ment, $146,000,  making  -        -  ^  - 
Rating,  in  addition  to  this,  advances 
to  officers  and  soldiers  discharged,  at 

It  would  make  a  deduction  from  the 
$3,000,000  of $1,500,000 

So  that  the  actual  saving  at  present  by  re- 
ducing three  million  dollars  would  not  be  laore 
than  $1,500,000  for  the  present  year.  The  report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  predicated 
on  a  reduction  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent session  of  Congress,  and,  also,  on  the  resto- 
ration of  commerce.  Taking,  therefore,  the  ic- 
tual  saving  by  reduction  at  $1,500,000,  as  abore 
stated,  and  adding  $1,000,000  which  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  estimates  as  necessary  at  all 
times  to  be  in  the  Treasury,  it  would  leave  to  be 
provided  for  the  present  year  |2,500,000.    I' '^^ 
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redaction  in  the  present  establishments  should 
be  made,  the  sum  for  actual  deficiency  would  be 
^,000,000,  as  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Secre* 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  to  which^  adding  $1,000,0(>0 
as  a  sam  necessary  to  remain  in  the  Treasury,  it 
would  make  the  whole  sum  to  be  prorided  $4,- 
000,000.  This  deficiency,  whether  $2,500,000  or 
$4,000,000,  must  be  supplied  by  loan,  as  a  very 
small  portion  of  the  sum  produced  by  additional 
duties  would  come  into  the  Treasury  during  the 
present  year.  For  the  present  year,  the  revenue 
from  imposts  will  probaoly  not  exceed  .that  of  the 
last  year,  viz:  $8,000,000,  and  rating  the  other 
sources  of  revenue  the  same  as  last  year,  viz:  at 
91^000,000,  the  whole  receipts  of  this  year  may 
be  stated  at  $9,000,000.  Rating  the  expenses  for 
1811  at  $10,000,000,  and  deducting  the  receipts 
for  this  year,  ylz:  $9,000,000,  it  would  leave  for 
the  next  year  a  deficiency  of  $1,000,000,  to  which 
adding  01,000,000  to  remain  in  the  Treasury,  the 
deficiency  for  1811  will  be  $2,000,000.  In  rating, 
however,  the  expenses  of  1811  at  $10,000,000 
only,  the  Military  and  Naval  Establishmens  are 
put  down  at  $2,500,000,  and  the  payment  on  ac- 
count of  the  public  debt  at  $5960,000,  viz:  $4,- 
100,000  for  interest  on  the  public  debt,  including 
the  reimbursement  on  the  six  per  cent,  and  de- 
ferred stocks,  and  $1,860,000  for  the  reimburse- 
ment of  the  converted  six  per  cent,  stock.  If  a 
reduction  in  the  Army  and  Navy  to  the  amount 
stated  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  viz: 
18,000,000  only,  should  be  made,  the  expenses  of 
the  year  1811  would  be  $10,537,000,  i^nd  leave  a 
deficiency  of  $2,537,000  exclusive  of  the  interest 
GO  the  amount  of  the  loan  authorized  during  the 
present  year.  From  this  statement  it  appears 
that  the  annual  expenditures  during  the  last  three 
years  have  exceeded  the  annual  receipts  into  the 
Treasury  $2,038,940.  That  estimating  the  ex- 
penses of  the  next  year  at  the  lowest  possible 
fntde,  and  allowing  for  a  reduction  of  $,3,000,000 
m  the  Navy  and  Army,  there  will  be  a  denciency, 
includinir  $1,000,000  to  remain  in  the  Treasur^, 
of  $2,537,000.  That  the  revenue  of  a  country  in 
time  of  peace  ought  to  equal  its  expenditures,  is 
a  position  that  cannot  be  denied.  The  only  ques- 
tion, therefore,  seems  to  be,  to  what  amount 
oQent  the  revenue  to  be  increased  1  Taking  the 
denciency  of  the  present  year,  or  the  probable 
deficiency  of  the  next,  it  would  appear  that  an 
additional  revenue  to  the  amount  of  $3,000,000 
ouffht  to  be  provided,  whether  the  present  estab- 
hshments  shall  be  reduced  or  not.  It  is  believed 
that  an  additional  duty  of  five  per  cent,  on  ad  va- 
lorem articles,  and  of  thirty-three  and  a  third  per 
cent,  on  articles  paying  specific  duties,  will  prob- 
ably produce  $3,000,000.  In  order  to  ascertain 
the  amount  which  will  be  produced  by  the  addi- 
tional duties  proposed,  1  will  test  it  on  the  aver- 
se imports  for  seven  years,  for  three  vears,  and 
on  the  imports  for  1809,  and  the  probable  imports 
of  1810. 

The  whole  amount  of  cui  valorem  articles  on 
which  duties  have  been  collected  from  1802io 
1808,  including  those  two  vears,  and  making  a 
period  of  seven  years,  may  oe stated  aa  follows: 


Articles  at    twelv'e-and-a-half  per 

cent $203,945,366 

Articles  at  fifteen  per  cent.     -        -      50,515,256 
Articles  at  twenty  per  cent.    -        -        2,849,175 


Total 


.  $257,309,791 


Average  for  seven  years  $36,758,542,  which  at 
five  per  cent,  is  $1,837,927. 

The  duties  actually  collected,  exclusive  of  ex- 
portation and  drawback,  and  on  specific  articles 
during  the  same  period,  may  be  stated  as  follows: 

Spirits $17,205,480 

Sugar 11,152,847 

Wines 4,900.140 

Teas 5,183;965 

Coffee 4,299,509 

Molasses 2,564,427 

All  other  articles       -        -       -      4,712,834 

Total      -       -        -       .  $49,909,292 


Average  for  seven  years,  $7,129,898.  which  at  thir- 

ty-tbreeanda-third  per  cent,  makes  $2,376,632 

Add  duty  on  specific  articles     -   .    -    1,837,927 

$4,214,559 
Deduct  averaj^e  expense  for  collection 
and  for  duties  refunded  .        -        -       546,142 


Which  gives  for  the  amount  produced 
by  five  per  cent,  on  ad  valorem  arti- 
cles, and  thirty-three-and-a-third  per 
cent,  on  the  average  for  specific  for 
seven  years,  the  sum  of  -        -        -  $3,668,427 

The  same  taken  on  the  average  of  three  years. 
viz :  1806,  1807,  1808,  would  produce,  on  ad 
valorem  articles      -        -        -        -$1862,626 

On  specific 2,723^^1 

$4,585,867 
546,427 


Deduct  for  average  amount  of  duties 
refunded  and  expense  of  collection  - 


Which  gives  for  the  amount  of  the 
new  duties  on  the  average  of  three 
years $4,039,440 

During  the  first  seven  years  of  this  period,  the 
average  revenue  exceeded  $13,000,000.  During 
the  three  last,  it  exceeded  $14,000,000,  which  is 
greatly  above  what  we  can  calculate  on  during 
the  present,  or  probably  succeeding  years.  Taken 
on  the  year  1808, 
Articles  at  twelve-and  a  half  per  cent,  produce 

$17,983,125 
Articles  at  fifteen  per  cent.  -  -  2,622,478 
Articles  at  twenty     ....         66,647 

$20,672,250 


Which  at  five  per  cent,  is  $1,033,612. 
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specific  artulet  for  1808. 

Spirits «1,333,473 

8u^r 2,219,489 

Winet 400,448 

Teas    -        .        .        .        -        .  973,153 

Coffee 1,554,774 

Molasses 322,803 

All  (Mhef  urticles         -       -        -  841)687 

$7,645.827 

Wluch  at  thirty-three-and  vtbird  per 

cent,  makes $2,548,642 

Duty  on  specific  articles,  add     -       -    i;033,612 

$3,582,254 
Deduct  for  duties  refunded  and  ei- 
pense  of  collection  ....      546,132 

Amount  of  the  proposed  duties  on 
the  imporu  of  1808        -       -       •  $3,036,122 


It  will  be  seen  from  this  statement  that  the 
amount  of  specific  duties  for  1808,  exceeds  the 
average  amount  of  the  same  duties  during  the 
last  seven  years,  exportation  having  been  pre- 
vented by  the  embargo  and  non-intercourse. 
The  duty,  for  instance,  'on  sugar  in  1808,  pro- 
duced $2,219,489,  double  what  it  was  in  any  pre- 
ceding year,  except  1806.  The  duty  on  coffee, 
also,  produced  $1,554,774,  which  is  three  times 
the  average  duty  for  seven  years. 

The  Treasury  returns  for  1809  not  being  in, 
we  do  not  know  the  exact  amount  of  articles  im- 
ported. Taking  the  duties  at  $8,000,000,  as  stated 
partly  oh  estimate  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, and  allowing  the  ordinary  proportion  for  ad 
valorem  and  specific  articles,  and  the  additional 
duties  proposed  would  yield  $2^666,000. 

For  the  year  1810  we  cannot  calculate  that  the 
importation  of  articles  paying  ad  valorem  duties 
wiH  exceed,  after  deductions,  $20,000,000,  which 
at  five  per  cent,  is  -  -  -  -  $1,000,000 
Specific  duties  $6,000,000,  at  thirty- 

thtee-and-a<third  per  cent.      -       -    2,000,000 


Deduct  for  duties  refunded  and  ex« 
j^Bse  of  collection 


$3,000,000 
546.000 


Amount  of  the  new  duties  on  the  prob- 
able imports  of  1810       -        .       .  $2,454,000 


It  may  be  supposed  that  the  estimate  for  the 
importations  for  1810  is  too  low.  It  must,  how- 
ever, be  recollected  that  one-quarter  of  the  year 
has  expired;  that  the  state  of  uncertainty  in 
which  the  merchants  have  been  placed  as  to  the 
renewal  of  intercourse,  must  materially  affect  the 

rng  importations;  that  the  increase  of  our  man- 
tures  will  lessen  the  demand  for  many  arti- 
cles, particularly  those  paying  ad  valorem  duties ; 

fka*  tkA    An*wr  ^»  .^^.:i!. .:.i mi    l « i 


ported  in  very  small  quantities.  The  duties  oa 
brandies  during  the  years  1803,  1804.  and  180^ 
exceeded  annually  $2,000,000,  and  $398,000  vers 
produced  bv  the  duty  on  gin  in  1805.  Mr.  £. 
then  moved  to  fill  the  first  blank  with  &^e  per 
cent.,  and  said  he  should  move  to  fill  the  secwd 
blank  with  thirty-three-ao4-a-third  per  cent. 

Mr.  Randolph  said  that  this  wa^  a  very  uoex- 
pected  discussion  to  him,  and  he  thought  it  would 
be  more  regular  for  the  Committee,  before  they 
undertook  to  make  provision  for  a  deficit  in  the 
receipts,  thoroughly  and  distinctly  to  uodentaad 
the  amount'  of  that  deficit.  As  well  as  he  couU 
understand  the  gentleman  who  had  just  satdowa, 
a  part  of  his  statement  was  bottomed  upoa  the 
supposition  of  the  reduction  in  the  Army  and 
Navy,  and  he  went  on  to  show  that  a  redu^ctica 
in  the  Army  to  a  certain  extent  would  not  meet 
the  present  defalcation.  That,  Mr.  R.  said,  be 
was  willing  to  admit.  But  how  were  the  Com- 
miitee  to  ascertain,  before  they  took  up  the  pro- 
position, to  what  extent  the  House  was  williBg 
to  continue  the  reduction  1  How  could  it  fairly 
be  inferred  that  the  Committee  would  stop  short 
precisely  at  this  sum  of  three  millions  mentioned 
by  the  ^cretary  of  the  Treasury  in  his  report, 
and  repeated  by  the  gentleman  from  Virgiait? 
Mr.  R.  said  he  was  indeed  willing  to  allow  th<it 
the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  made  out  one  part  of  this  case— he 
was  willing  to  a|;ree,  that  calamitous  as  is  the 
state  of  the  financial  affairs  of  this  country,  they 
were  even  more  calamitously  situated  than  gen- 
tlemen who  had  not  turned  their  attention  par* 
ticularly  to  them  could  have  suppoaed ;  and  thtt 
this  retrenchment  to  the  extent  of  three  millions, 
recommended  in  December  last,  not  haFingbeen 
then  made,  one  complete  quarter  at  least  notoply 
of  additional  expense  but  (if  he  might  express 
himself  in  that  language)  of  subtractioqal  rereooe 
having  since  passed,  it  would  become  necessary 
most  unquestionably  to  carry  the  reduction  be- 
yond the  point  mentioned  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  or  to  make  provision  to  meet  that 
expense.  Mr.  R.  said  it  was  not  his  intention  at 
this  moment  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  that 
question,  but  to  propose  to  the  Committee  to  lay 
this  bill  on  the  table  and  take  up  the  resolution 
for  the  reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy.  When 
the  question  was  decided,  they  would  he  beUec 
able  to  tell  to  what  extent  it  was  proper  to  lay 
«duties  to  meet  the  deficit  in  the  revenue. 

Mr.  PiTKiM  hoped  that  the  motion  would  pre- 
vail, because^  certainly,  as  had  been  stated  by  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  at  the  commencement 
of  the  session,  provided  th^a  was  a  reduction  in 
the  Army  and  Navy  there  would  be  no  necessity 
for  any  additional  duties  at  aU.  The  only  differ- 
ence in  the  state  of  things  now  and  that  which 
ecisted  at  the  time  of  making  that  statement,  was, 
that  still  greater  expense  had  been  incurred  in 
the  interval.  It  was  certainly  of  infinite  import- 
ance to  know  whether  the  present  Army  and  the 
present  Naval  Establishment  were  to  be  kept  ap, 


that  the  duty  on  specific  articles  will  be  reduced    , ,     . 

by  the  exclusion  of  gin  and  of  brandy,  which  land  whether,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  them, 
can  only,  in  the  present  state  of  the  world,  be  im- '  additional  taxes  were  to  be  laid.    He  wished  the 
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qnestioa  of  redactioQ  first  to  be  decided  ;  for  if 
these  establishments  were  kept  op,  he  said  it  was 
fery  clear  that  we  sboold  ha7e  not  only  loans 
b»t  taxes  to  proride  for. 

Tile  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  tabie  was  lost, 
M  to  41. 

**Mr.  RANoaLFB  obstrred  that  he  could  not  say 
that  he  admired  thiss weeping  mode  of  taxing  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  he  pot  it  to  the  Com- 
mit tee  whether  they  woold  at  this  tivie,  when 
there  was  seareely  a  quorum  in  their  seats,  lay  a 
tvx  1     Whj  did  they  go  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  ?    Ue  presumed  for  the  puvpose  of  thor- 
oughly diseossmg  any  natter,  more  particularly 
a  DFOposition  which  went  to  increase  the  burdens 
oT  the  people.    He  therefore  mored  that  the 
Committee  rise.    He  had  wished  for  some  time 
jMst  to  hare  this  subject  called  up  and  discussed, 
fmt  he  had  thought  it  due  to  the  House  that  notice 
should  be  given  of  it.    He  said  he  should  be  wil- 
ling to  meet  it  on  Monday.    Mr.  R.  further  <^ 
served  that  a  recurrence  to  the  Journals  would 
show  that  the  House  had  lately  done  business  in 
a  very  ^[traordioary  manner.    A  few  days  ago, 
said  he^  we  ^ere  on  a  bill  from  the  Committee  of 
Foreign  Relations.    Thb  was  a  matter  of  great 
national  concern.    A  member  on  my  right  moved 
an  iraportaat  amendment  to  it,  and  the  Committee 
rose.    The  next  day,  instead  of  finding  ourselves 
upon  that  sqbject^  we  got  upon  some  other.    It 
woold  seem  as  if  it  was  a  standing  rule  or  order 
a(  the  House  never  to  act  on  any  one  subject  two 
days  soeeessively.    Can  it  be  supposed,  sir,  that 
any  man  who  thinks  at  all  can  bring  a  mind  to 
this  assembler  prepared  for  anything  whieh  is 
possibly  to  arise?    Figure  to  yourself  a  court  of 
jQsliee,  instead  of  having  a  docket,  on  which  the 
soiu  are  regularly  entered,  to  uke  up  one  cause, 
try  It  a  little,  and  then  take  up  another,  till  they  had 
commenced  three  or  four,  and  then  go  back  again 
to  the  first    Are  there  any  lawyers  in  the  world 
can  bring  their  minds  into  court  in  a  situation  to 
try  the  fractional  part  of  three  or  four  oauses,  the 
firat  point  of  which  they  had  probably  discussed 
four  or  five  weeks  ago  ?    With  notice  they  might 
do  it,  hot  not  without.    Let  the  Committee  ask 
themselves  whether  they  are  prepared  to  discuss 
this  bill.    Every  man  who  brought  here  a  mind 
made  up  for  the  discussion  of  the  points  before 
yon  will  vote  against  my  motion.    I  had  not  the 
most  distant  conception  that  the  subject  would 
come  up  to-day.    1  do  not  believe  that  this  is  a 
peculiar  case,  but  that  it  is  the  case  of  many 
mambers  of  the  Committee.    Really,  the  manner 
in  whieh  we  do  business  in  this  House  is  such  as 
is  calculated  to  stupify  the  strongest  understand- 
ing in  the  world.    No  one  subject  is  fixed  for  a 
panksnlar  time  and  then  debated  and  decided ; 
bat,  with  an  apathy  and  levity  unexampled,  we 
go  on  as  it  were  pell-mell  with  every  thing  at 


Mr.  Bppbb  said  he  thought  it  proper  to  state 
thai  when  the  order  of  the  day  was  originally 
fixed,  he  had  given  the  fentleman  notice  of  the 
day,  when  he  should  call  it  up.  I  was  on  that 
day,  said  Mr.  E.,  unfortunately  confined  by  sick- 
nth  Con.  £d  Sjbss.— 58 


From  the  time  I  have  been  able  to  come 
to  the  House  I  have  called  daily  for  the  bill, 
which  has  been  long  reported  to  the  House. 
Every  gentleman  must  have  had  an  opportunity 
of  forming  an  opinion  whether  he  will  increase 
the  duties  or  not.    I  am  about  to  leave  this  place, 
and  should  have  left  it  before  now  but  for  this  bill, 
which  I  wish  to  have  acted  on  before  1  go.    I 
wish  a  decision  of  the  question,  because,  if  it  be 
now  postponed,  it  may  make  a  difference  of  a 
great  part  of  the  Spring  importations.    The  post- 
ponement of  the  bill  for  out  a  short  time  may 
make  a  great  difference  in  (he  amount  of  rerenue. 
Mr.  LivBRMORE  said  this  appeared  to  him  to  be 
a  subject  on  which  the  House  could  not  proceed 
with  too  mtich  deliberation.    This  (Saturday) 
was  a  day  on  which  gentlemen  did  not  usually 
attend  with  punctuality.    It  was  of  importance 
that  there  should  be  a  full  expression  of  the  opin- 
ion of  this  House  on  the  subject.    Ckntlemen 
could  not  wish  to  carry  such  a  question  by  a  bare 
majority.    Possibly  a  vote  might  be  taken  to-day, 
the  House  being  thin,  which  would  be  reversed 
next  week.    For  his  own  part,  Mr.  L.  said,  he 
wanted  more  time  to  deliberate.    The  discussion 
of  the  bill  had  been  delayed  so  long  that  he 
thought  the  i$object  had  been  riven  up.    He  said 
he  wished  gentlemen  to  consider  whether  it  was 
of  importance  to  press  a  decision  at  this  time.    He 
thought  it  could  be  demonstrated  that  it  was  a 
very  injurious  mode  of  attempting  at  this  time 
to  raise  a  revenue.    Gentlemen  seemed  to  think 
that  they  had  only  to  say  it  ftnd  it  was  done. 
Now,  he  was  of  opinion  that  so  far  from  increas- 
ing, It  might  and  probably  would  diminish  our 
revenue.    He  was  astonished,  however,  that  gen- 
tlemen should  press  a  decision  at  this  moment, 
and  hoped  the  Committee  would  rise. 

Mr.  Rbba  hoped  the  subject  would  not  be  post- 
poned. Many  gentlemen  had  obtained  leave  of 
absence  after  Monday  next,  whose  opinions  he 
wished  to  hear  on  this  subject,  among  whom  he 
believed  was  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
last  up.  Mr.  R.  said  he  wished  to  have  the  beor 
efit  or  his  valuable  information  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  it  would  be  well  recollected,  that 
at  the  instance  of  a  gentleman  from  Massachusetts 
(Mr.  Baoon)  a  resolution  had  been  passed  at  the 
last  session  calling  upon  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  an  account  of  the  various  manu- 
factures of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  of  as- 
certaining whether  it  would  be  proper  to  give 
any  encouragement  to  manufactures,  and  whether 
it  would  be  proper  to  lay  additional  duties  for 
that  purpose.  Now  this  report  had  not  yet  been 
received,  though  he  understood  it  was  to  come* 
If  it  should,  he  presumed  no  person  in  the  House, 
however  desirous  to  encourage  domestic  manu- 
factures, would  do  it  in  any  other  manner  than  ' 
by  specific  duties.  Ought  not  the  House,  then, 
he  asked,  before  they  laid  duties,  to  ascertain 
what  articles  we  could  manufacture,  and  make 
some  discrimination  between  articles  which  we 
can  manufacture,  and  which  we  cannot?  He 
said  he  was  not  one  of  those  who  would  dis- 
courage manufactures,  but  he  did  not  wish  to 
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pass  laws  to  encoarage  them  without  koowiog 
anything  about  them. 

Mr.  Lton  said  it  was  impossible  for  any  per- 
son with  a  mind  like  his  to  follow  gentlemen  in 
their  projects  for  raising  revenue.    On  one  day 
he  heard  that  the  revenue  was  not  wanted,  because 
they  were  about  to  reduce  the  Army  and  Navy; 
another  day  that  they  were  to  get  money  by  the 
bank,  and  another  day  that  it  was  to  be  procured 
by  loan.    He  said  he  had  no  objection  to  raising 
revenue,  but  he  did  not  want  to  be  hurried  into 
it  in  this  way.    The  duties  laid  on  imports,  said 
he,  come  out  of  the  people^s  pockets  at  last.  This 
we  all  understand.    And  what  need  is  there  to 
be  in  such  extreme  hurry?    I  am  very  sorry  that 
we  cannot  have  the  company  of  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Eppes)  any  longer.   I  esteem 
his  knowledge — but  I  wish  be  bad  introduced 
the  subject  more  particularly  heretofore.    1  wish 
gentlemen  would  recollect  that  they  can  never 
take  back  such  taxes.    1  wish  them  to  remember 
that  this  will  be  a  permanent  addition  to  the 
mode  of  raising  revenue.     Mr.  L.  wished  the 
tariff  of  duties  to  be  revised,  and  a  selection 
to  be  made  of  such  articles  as  were  susceptible 
of  higher  duties.    He  wished  to  go  into  the  inat- 
ter  uilderstandingly,  and  not  to  be  hurried  into 
it.    He  said  he  understood  this  subject  at  least 
as  well  as  one  half  of  the  gentlemen  who  were 
now  so  willing  to  act  on  it;  but  he  was  entirely 
unable  to  act  understandingly  on  it.  for  be  was 
not  prepared  for  it,  as  he  had  thought,  with  the 
gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  that  the  project 
had  gone  to  sleep. 

The  Committee  refused  to  rise,  60  to  40. 
.  The  question  recurring  on  filling  the  first  bank 
with  "five  percent.," 

Mr.  ClniNCT  moved  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill.  He  said  that  in  making  this 
motion  it  was  not  his  intention  to  delay  or  em- 
barrass the  Committee;  but  to  bring  before  them 
the  distinct  inquiry  which  it  seemed  to  him  they 
ought  to  make  before  they  proceeded  further — 
nfid  that  was,  whether  there  was.  a  necessity  for. 
laying  the  duties  proposed  by  the  bill.  It  would 
have  been  extremely  gratifying  to  him,  if  time 
had  been  allowed  for  the  investigation  of  this 
subject.  It  appeared  to  him,  he  said,  that  con- 
siderations might  be  adduced  to  this  House  of  a 
nature  which  would  make  the  expediency  of  such 
a  measure  extremely  questionable ;  but,  inasmuch 
as  it  was  thought  necessary  to  enter  upon  it  now, 
he  asked  leave  of  the  Committee  to  state  one  ob- 
jectioD,  which  to  his  mind  was  most  strong  and 
forcible;  and  that  was,  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  the  official  organ  of  the  (Government, 
had  not  assumed  to  himself  the  responsibility  of 
^  recommending  an  increase  of  duties.  It  seemed 
^  to  be  taken  for  eranted  by  the  Chairman  of  the 
Coinmittee  of  Ways  and  Means  that  he  had;  but 
if  his  reports  were  examined,  the  reverse  would 
be  found  to  be  the  fact.  On  the  contrary,  his 
reports,  taken  according  to  their  true  meaning 
and  examined  with  reference  to  decide  critically 
what  he  intended  to  recommend,  Mr.  Q^  said  it 
would  be  found,  did  not  recommend  an  augmen- 


tation  of  the  revenue  in  the  situation  in  which 
the  United  States  now  stood. 

Further,  he  said  he  could  show  that  these  taxes 
were  not  necessary  before  the  time  witbia  which 
Congress  would  again  constitutionally  assemble, 
and  within  which  it  would  be  in  their  power  to 
supply  the  deficiency,  if  any  existed,  in  the  very 
moae  in  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
recommended,  and  which  was  the  only  recom- 
mendation which  he  did  make. 

Mr.  €1.  entered  into  a  long  and  critical  exami- 
nation of  the  report  lately  made  by  the  Secreury 
of  the  Treasury^  with  reference  to  his  former  r^ 
ports;  from  which  he  drew  the  conclusion  thtt 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  onljr  recom- 
mended loans  in  the  event  of  a  war  existing  or  in 
contemplation. 

To  my  mind,  said  he,  the  instant  you  pass  this 
bill,  if  it  occasion  any  clamor  in  the  commonity, 
any  popular  discontent,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  nothine  to  do  but  to  refer  to  his 
own  reports  and  tell  the  people  his  recommenda- 
tion was  directly  the  reverse  of  the  course  which 
was  pursued,  and  you  cannot  attach  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  from  all  these  reports 
taken  together,  any  recommendation  of  an  In- 
crease of  duties.  It  appears  to  me,  so  far  from 
recommending  an  augmentation  of  the  existing 
duties,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  reiiered 
himself  from  the  responsibility  of  recommending 
it  by  a  recommendation  directly  the  reverse. 

Nor  is  this  tax  necessary.  It  is  certainlj^  not 
necessary  for  the  present  year.  If  the  proposition 
made  concurrent  with  this  be  adopted,  so  far  as 
relates  to  1810,  a  loan  of  four  millions  will  be 
sufficient  to  answer  all  the  purposes  of  the  next 
year.  I  ask,  then,  whether  this  Committee  is  pre- 
pared to  augment  the  duties  for  one  year— to  at- 
tempt to  increase  the  revenue  by  a  course  of  pol- 
icy so  uncertain?  I  should  not  object  to  aug- 
ment the  present  duties,  if  there  appeared  to 
be  any  intelligence  on  the  subject  of  taxatioD, 
if  it  was  not  done  in  this  sweeping  way;  but 
to  augment  the  duties  without  recommendation 
appears  to  me  to  be  sporting  with  the  interests  of 
the  people,  and  doing  an  act  wholly  unnecessarf 
and  not  required  by  existing  circumstances. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  sccuon 
of  the  bill  was  lost— 61  to  33. 

Mr.  Ranoolpb  again  moved  to  lay  the  billon 
the  table. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  that  the  present  discussion 
was  putting  the  cart  before  the  horse.  "  ^ 
Army  and  Navy  were  reduced,  it  would  not  w 
necessary  to  lay  the  tax.  Nothing  was  <i^^^ 
than  that,  if  a  tax  was  to  be  laid,  it  should  not  oe 


greater  than  was  necessary.    If  the  tax  was 


laid 


before  the  question  on  the  reduction  of  the  ArmT 
and  Navy  was  decided  on,  it  must  be  laid  to  mee* 
the  full  amount  of  the  expenditure  of  ^^^^^l 
and  Navy.  He  said,  he  very  much  doubted  wne- 
ther  there  was  any  necessity  for  any  tax  "^  *J*' 
the  Army  and  Navy  were  reduced.  If  ****,*r"?J 
was  disbanded  and  the  Navy  sold,  weshouW  noh 
perhaps,  want  half  a  million— not  a  ni"l«?".*": 
a  half  on  the  outside.    That  might  be  obtainea 
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bf  loans  payable  at  a  short  date.  If  the  Navy 
were  dow  reduced  the  expenditure  of  the  three 
quarters  of  the  present  vear  would  be  sayed.  Oae 
quarter  of  the  year  had  already  expired,  and  the 
wisest  man  in  the  nation  could  not  tell  of  what 
use  the  Army  and  Navy  had  been  during  that 
quarter.  He  supposed  it  might  be  kept  up  to  look 
at.  Ton  must,  said  Mr.  M.,  get  clear  of  the  navy 
yards.  If  yon  do  not  put  them  down,  unques- 
tionably, they  will  put  you  down.  How  is  it  with 
the  Armv  1  Has  it  been  employed  to  more  ad- 
vantage? lu  situation  is  too  melancholy  to  be 
spoken  of;  and,  if  anything  could  disgust  the 
people  of  the  territory  we  acquired  some  years 
since,  it  must  be  the  management  of  that  Army ; 
for,  however  much  they  hear  of  our  good  Qov- 
emment,  after  such  a  speaimen,  they  must  have 
a  despicable  opinion  of  it,  indeed.  The  question 
of  reducing  these  establishments  should  be  decided 
before  we  lay  a  tax.  There  are  difficulties  in 
gettine  clear  of  a  tax.  Lay  a  tax  once,  and  you 
directly  unite  in  support  of  it  every  man  who  has 
a  connexion  who  is  a  collector  of  taxes,  except  in 
large  towns  where  the  perquisite  is  limited.  In 
other  towns,  the  higher  the  tax  the  higher  are 
the  perquisites  of  the  collector,  and  you  unite  all 
his  connexions  in  support  of  the  tax.  I  hope,  sir, 
that  we  shall  put  the  horse  before  the  cart,  and 
decide  whether  we  will  not  make  a  reduction  in 
our  expenses,  I  will  not  raise  a  tax  of  a  cent  to 
support  the  present  plan.  I  have  no  hesitation 
in  saying,  that  I  shall  feel  bound  to  vote  down  the 
additional  force  of  six  thousand  men,  whenever 
the  subject  shall  come  before  us.  I  voted  for  it ; 
but  found  that  then,  as  now,  we  talk  a  great  deal 
about  war,  and  do  nothing. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  said  that  when  the  question 
of  increasing  the  duties  had  been  submitted  to 
the  House,  it  was.  indeed,  a  distinct  proposition ; 
but  when  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Ran- 
noij*B)  had  submitted  a  proposition  for  the  re- 
duction of  the  Army  and  Navy,  what  could  pos- 
sibly have  been  his  view,  and  that  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  in  directing  that  proposition 
to  be  referred  to  the  same  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to  whom  the  bill  for  laving  additional  du- 
ties had  been  committed,  unless  that  should  be 
discussed  prior  to  the  decision  on  the  latter  bill  ? 
Was  there  any  gentleman  on  this  floor  who  would 
say  that  he  meant,  first,  to  decide  on  the  bill  for 
laying  additional  duties^  and  then  to  reduce  our 
expenses  1  The  determination  on  the  proposition 
to  reduce  the  Army  and  Navy,  would  materially 
affect  the  question  of  the  propriety  of  increasing 
the  duties.  To  his  astonishment,  Mr.  T.  said,  he 
had  seen  the  question  once  decided,  by  the  Com- 
mittee, not  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table.  It  looked 
very  nauch  as  if  the  gentlemen  were  disposed,  at 
all  events,  to  carry  the  question  as  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  let  the  Army  and 
Navy  be  reduced  or  not.  Indeed,  if  the  House 
were  determined  to  raise  the  ad  valorem  duties 
five  per  cent«  and  the  specific  duties  thirty-three 
and  ooe-third  per  cent.,  on  the  present  amount, 
he  did  not  know  but  the  Army  and  Navy  might 
as  well  consume  it  as  anything  else.  The  revenue 


was  not  wanted  for  anything  else.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  had  said,  in  his  reports^aod 
made  no  difficulty  in  saying,  in  conversation,  that, 
if  Congress  were  to  put  down  the  newly-raised 
levies,  additional  duties  were  not  wanting.  Waa 
it  not,  then,  highly  necessary,  before  a  tax  was 
laid,  to  determine  whether  revenue  were  want- 
ing ?  If  the  expenditures  for  the  Army  and  Navv 
were  not  lowered,  Mr.  T.  said,  he  would  go  all 
proper  lengths  to  raise  money  to  meet  the  ex- 
penditure. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  was 
negatived — 55  to  51. 

The  question  recurred  on  Mr.  Eppbs's  motion 
to  fill  the  blank  with  Jive  per  cent. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  he  had  but  a  very  few 
remarks  to  make  on  this  subject ;  but  it  was  im- 
possible that  he  could  make  those  few  with  any 
satisfaction  to  the  Committee  or  to  himself.  He 
was  somewhat  in  doubt  whether,  on  this  isa- 
portant  question,  it  would  not  be  better  to  assent 
to  the  procedure,  for  which  an  anxiety  so  restless 
was  displayed,  to  decide  thisquesiion,  in  the  first 
place,  and  afterwards  to  discuss  it.  If  that  waa 
the  course  which  the  Committee  chose  the  sub- 
ject should  take,  it  was  not  for  him  to  interrupt 
them.    Am  I  at  liberty,  sir,  to  proceed  7 

The  Speaker  said,  that  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  was  certainly  in  order. 

But,  sir,  said  Mr.  Randolph^  there  are  circum- 
stances under  which  it  is,  perhaps,  not  within  the 
compa&s  of  human  powers — certainly  not  withia 
mine — to  address  even  a  legislative  assembly. 

[Order  having  been  established  in  the  Commit- 
tee, Mr.  R.  went  on.] 

I  understood,  sir,  said  he^  the  gentleman  who 
brought  forward  this  proposition  to  bottom  his  tax 
upon  the  basis  of  defraying  the  war  loans  which 
he  is  about  to  negotiate,  and,  in  this  view  of  the 
case,  I  certainly  cannot  concur  with  my  frjend 
from  North  Carolina.  I  think  the  cart  has  not 
been  put  before  the  horse,  but  that  it  is  expedient, 
and  i  wish  it  was  deemed  so  on  all  other  occa- 
sions, to  provide  the  ways  and  means,  before  we 
incur  a  debt,  or  at  least  paying  the  interest  of  that 
debt.  I  understood — though  there  were  so  many 
supposititious  cases  put,  that  I  could  not  tell  pre- 
cisely the  amount  at  which  this  tax  was  esti- 
mated— that  it  is  not  calculated  togobeyond  two 
and  a  half,  certainly  not  beyond  three,  millions 
of  dollars ;  and.  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
this  point,  I  asked  a  private  explanation  of  the 
gentleman  proposing  to  lay  the  taxes.  Now,  sir, 
one  of  the  plainest  propositions  ever  submitted  to 
a  legislative  assembly  is  before  this  Committee 
and  the  nation.  It  is,  whether  we  will  assent  to 
an  additional  annual  burden  of  from  two  and  a 
half  to  three  millions  of  dollars  for  the  purpose 
of  defraying  the  expense  of  our  Military  and  Na- 
val Establishments  at  their  present  extent^  or  re- 
duce those  establishments?  We  are,  indeed, 
brought  to  a  most  calamitous  situation,  if,  with- 
out embargo,  or  non-intercourse,  or  war,  without 
either  of  these  three  great  national  blessings,  we 
are  to  be  driven  to  the  necessity  of  laving  an  an- 
nual tax  to  the  amount  of  three  millions  to  de- 
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frasf  tile  interest  of  Ioads  neeessarv  to  carry  on 
our  Peace  EstablisbmeDt.  If  tbis  be  tbe  condi- 
tkm  to  wbicb  tbisooce  proud  and  flourisbing  na- 
tion bes  been  reduced,  there  is  a  deep  and  deadly 
mm  to  be  answered  for  somewhere,  and  by  some- 
body. Tbe  wbole  of  tbe  arg:ument  wbicb  I  shall 
offer  on  this  subject  is  comprfsed  in  a  simple  piece 
of  paper,  in  the  hands  of  every  gentleman  in  the 
Coimnittee — an  account  of  tbe  groKs  annual 
anoanc  of  expenditure  in  relation  to  our  Military 
and  Naval  Establishments,  from  1789  to  1809.  Tbe 
Ikrmmittee  will  recollect  that,  a  few  days  aso — it 
was  not  my  fault  it  was  done  so  late,  I  conTd  not 
get  tbe  fioor-^I  submitted  a  resolution  calling  on 
the  Treasury  Department  for  an  account  of  the 
SBD^ual  receipts  into  tbe  Treasury  of  tb«  United 
Svaftes.  It  IS  not  now  on  the  table,  nor  have  I 
1>i?en  able  to  make  it  out  A-om  the  documents  in 
thte  Clerk's  office,  because  I  have  not  been  able  to 
obtain  tfny  of  tbe  annual  reports  fui'tber  back  than 
tfbout  the  year  1801  or  1802.  That  statement 
would  have  been  of  material  value  in  determin- 
teg  the  question  now  before  the  Committer.  If 
we  have  it  not,  we  must  get  along  with  this  8ub- 
jtat  with  such  crippled  in^ns  as  are  left  in  our 
(k^wer.  I  find  from  Gallatin's  View  of  the  Fi- 
nances, that  thfc  receipt  up  to  the  first  day  of 
Aitfnary,  1796,  were  forty-four  millions  and  some 
odd  thousands.  There,  then,  remains  to  be  ac- 
cented for  the  receipts  of  two  years  of  General 
Wassinoton's  Administration,  (1796  and  1797,) 
Which,  taken  at  an  average,  may  be  fairly  calcu- 
lated at  fourteen  millions,  perhaps  not  so  much. 
This  will  bring  the  gross  receipts  Of  General 
Washington's  Administration  to  fifty-eight  mil- 
liOtie;  a  sum  wbicb,  I  will  venture  to  say,  it  did 
DOt  exceed.  I  find,  by  the  statement  which  I  bold 
in  my  band,  that  the  whole  expenditures  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Army  and  Navy,  up  to  the  end  of  tbe 
year  1797,  are  $11,267,000;  and  I  will  beg  leave 
to  explain  to  the  Comniittee  why  I  take  up  to 
the  end  of  tbe  year  1797,  and  do  not  stop  at  the 
third  of  Mardh'in  that  year.  Although  his  suc- 
ceteor  chme  in  on  the  fourth  of  March,  all  the 
appropriations  for  that  year  were  made  under  the 
last  Congress  of  Wash^ngtott's  Administration, 
and  be  ought  to  be'answerable  for  tbe  expenses, 
since  they  were  not  only  incurred,  but  defrayed 
by  him.  What  was  the  revenue  during  ^r. 
Adatns's  Administration  I  have  nor  ascertained 
seciiretely,  and  I  have  not  put  it  in  estimate.  To 
^t  at  it  was  one  of  the  objects  of  my  application 
to  tbe  Treasury  Department — there  is  such  a 
dreadful  dilapidation  in  the  official  documents  of 
this  House  that  I  find  nothing  further  back  than 
somewhere  about  the  year  1800.  The  receiptsdur- 
itt^  the  Administration  of  Washington  were 
fifty-eight  millions,  and  the  expenditures  for  the 
Army  and  Navy  were  eleven  and  a  quarter.  Tbe 
expenditure  of  Mr.  Adams,  fur  the  same  objects,  was 
eighteen  millions.  The  expenditure,  for  the  first 
fotir  years  of  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Jefiersoo, 
was  eight  millions  six  hundred  thousand  %  and 
Of  the  last  four  years,  sixteen  millions  four  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  thousand  dollars ;  makiofif  a 
total  of  twenty-five  millions  expended  under  his 


Admiaistration  for  the  Army  and  Navy.  Now, 
with  regard  to  the  receipts — from  a  Treasary 
statement  made  in  1805  or  1806,  I  discover  tha^ 
from  the  first  of  April,  1801,  (three  days  after 
the  induction  of  Mr.  Jefierson  into  office!)  op  to 
the  30th  of  March,  1805,  comprising  the  fine 
term  of  his  Administration,  he  receiv^  fifty  mil- 
lions six  hundred  and  sixty-seven  thou  And  dol- 
lars :  some  of  tbe  item^  of  these  fifVy  millions  I  wfQ 
beg  leave  to  state.  Exclusive  of  the  great  article 
of  customs,  common  to  all  Admibistratioas,  the 
amount  of  receipts  from  Which  quarter  was  045,- 
174,000,  during  the  wime  period  there  was  re- 
ceived from  public  lands  Ql,032,000,  from  the 
Post  Office  $183,000,  from  internal  taxes  $1,700,- 
000,  from  the  direct  tax  (yes,  sir,  from  the  direct 
tax)  $673,000,  from  tbe  sale  of  bank  shares  91,- 
387.000,  and  from  the  sale  of  public  ships  (a  part 
of  this  very  Navy  Ivhieh  has  since  cost  so  much) 
$380,00b ;  and  yet,  sir.  wonderful  to  relate,  it 
would  seem  that  the  cost  of  the  Navy  had  beea 
in  the  Inverse  ratio  to  tbe  A)rce  and  public  ser- 
vice of  that  Navy.  In  proportion  as  it  bad  beea 
useless,  in  proportion  as  it  had  b^en  reduced— 
and  that  may  perhaps,  though  I  hope  it  will  oot, 
weigh  with  some  members  against  a  farther  redac- 
tion of  it,  lest  it  shotiM  prove  still  more  expensive 
— in  proportion  as  it  has  been  ineffiicient,  so  has  it 
been  costly.  But,  not  to  detain  the  Committee 
or  get  out  of  the  track  in  which  I  wish  to  keep, 
tbe  receipts  of  the  first  four  years  of  Mr.'  Jeffer- 
son's Administtation  were  jpO.667,000,  and  the 
expenses  of  tbe  Army  and  Navy  only  $8,600,- 
000.  The  receipts  of  the  ensuing  four  years,  as 
nearly  as  I  can  ascertain  them,  were  $68,0001000; 
and  the  expenditure  for  the  Army  and  Nary 
$16,000,000.  If  any  ntan  will  take  the  trooWc, 
in  dividing  this  estimafte  of  expenditure,  not  otily 
to  distinguish  (he  Administration  Of  Mr.  AS^Uns 
from  that  of  General  Washinqton  on  the  one 
band,  and  that  of  Mr.  Jefierson  on  the  other,  but 
also  to  contradistm^uish  the  first  four  yfcars  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  government  from  the  succeeding 
fbur  years,  he  will  discover  that  the  contrWt1)C- 
tween  the  first  four  years  Of  Mr.  Jefferson'  and 
the  four  of  Mr.  Adams  is  not  greater  than  the 
contrast  between  the  hst  four  years  of  Mr.  hfhr- 
son's  Administration,  and  the  first  four.  T^f  It 
by  whatever  test  you  please,  this  will  be  the  re- 
sult; and  this,  now  that  the  transactions  are  over, 
now  that  the  doings  and  workings  of  that  day 
are  gone  by,  and  their  effects  presented  in  broad 
and  legible  characters,  this  difference  may  ac- 
count, with  men  who  think  sometimes,  for  that 
division,  fbr  that  schism,  as  it  is  termed,  among 
the  Republican  party  of  this  country,  which  re- 
lates to  the  first  and  second  part  of  the  Adminis- 
tration of  the  late  President  of  tbe  United  States. . 
This  argument  is  in  figures,  and  figures  which 
cannot  be  disputed.  In  oibtr  arguments  there 
may  be  some  defect  In  the  soundness  of  the  ptem- 
ises,  or  in  the  deduction  drawn  from  them ;  Juj, 
in  an  argument  like  that  which  I  bold  in  my  band, 
there  can  be  no  difference  of  opinion — it  speaiS| 
not  only  to  tbe  judgment,  but  to  tbe  senses. 
There  is  another  view  of  this  subject.   Thefttn 
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four  jears  of  Mr.  Jefiersoo'sAdmipistration  were 
not  more  distinguished  by  the  flourUhivg  stale  of 
the  reTeDue  on  the  one  haad,  thaa  by  the  eeo- 
Bomical  adQUDlstratioD  of  it  on  the  other.  We  had 
then  to  boast  of  a  rast  amount  of  public  debt  re- 
duced, and  of  millions  in  our  Treasury ;  but  when 
we  coine  to  the  last  year  there  is  a  dreadful  foll- 
Uig  off,  indeed.  In  proportion  as  the  public  ei- 
penditure  has  been  larish,  so  have,  tne  public 
receipts  been  scanty  and  insufficieaL  The  two 
things  ran,  as  it  were,  in  a  perfect  pai^allel.  It 
has  been  well  observed  by  a  great  master  of  hu- 
man natuiej  speaking  of  the  dilapidation  of  a 
treat  estate  in  a  few  years,  that  it  is  laconoeivable 
ow  debts  and  expenditures  ^o  oxv  increasinfl: 
when  persons  become  careless,^or  desperate,  as 
their  circumstances  become  embarrassed.  The 
same  rale  holds  ^ood  as  to  political  ealate;^  and 
tJie  observation  is  verified  in  the  history  of  our 
political  life.  I  find  that,  in  the  first  year  of  the 
last  Administration,  the  revenue  was  twelve  mil- 
lions, and  the  expenditure  oa  the  Army  and  Navy 
two  millions.  I  find  that  Mr.  Jefierson  went  out 
of  office  and  left  a  revenue  of  96,900,000,.  and  the 
expenses  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  excluding  the 
Indian  department,  amounted  to  ^5,773,000 ;  that, 
wJien  he  came  into  office  he  found  a  revenue  six 
times  as  great  as  the  expenses  of  the  Army  and 
Navy,  and  that,  when  he  went  out,  he  left  the 
expenses  of  the  Army  and  Navy  almost  equal  to 
the  reveaoe !  Not  merely  Uecause  the  expense  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  was  more,  but  because  the 
zevenoe  was  les«, — but  Qot  merely  because  the 
revenue  was  less,  but  because  the  expenditure  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  was  more.  As  the  one  fell, 
so  did  the  other  rise;  and,  instead  of  a  revenue  of 
twelve  millions,  with  a  military  and  naval  ex- 
penditure ofttDQy  he  left  us  with  a  revenue  ofnsf 
milliooe,  and  a  military  and  naral  expeAditore  of 
Jive.  And,  sir,  for  whoae  benefit  ?  It  will  be  seen, 
too,  by  a  recurrence  to  these  documents,  that  the 
revenue  of  the  year  1807  wi^s  sixteen  millions 
MFen  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and  that  it  was 
greater  thAn  any  year's  revenue,  e^ct^  that  of  the 
year  1806 — the  difference  between  th^m  W98  very 
little ;  and  consequently,  for  all  our  reyoaue  was  at 
that  time  drawn  from  commerce,  at  the  very  time 
when  we  entered  upon  the  svstem  which  has  re- 
4iioed  our  revenue  to  ten  and  then  to  six  millions 
and  a  half  annually,  commerce  mu^  have  been 
in  a  state  more  productive  and  flourishing  than 
had  been  known  from  the  commencement  of  the 
Federal  Government  These  are  facts.  The 
duties  on  imports  and  tonnage  coald  not  qoQtinue 
to  grow  without  the  growth  of  that  commerce  on 
which  they  were  levied.  At  the  very  moment, 
then,  that  the  revenue  firom  our  commerce  haa 
grown  from  twelve  to  seventeen  miHio.as,  that 
was  the  moment  in  which  it  was  deemed  advis- 
able to  destroy  that  commerce,  and  the  revenue 
that  depended  upon  it,  to  go  into  a  wide  waste  of 
military  and  naval  expense;  and  with  nations  as 
with  indiyiduals,  in  consequence  of  our  extrav* 
agance,  we  have  come  to  shame— to  want—to 
going  to  jail,  almost,  if  the  nation  could  he  sent 
there.   It  is  a  curious  circumstance,  as  the  House 


will  perceive — but,  fortunately  for  us,  at  that  time 
we  were  not  quite  so  wise  as  we  are  now — thai 
the  year  1802  produced  a  defalcation  in  our  fev>- 
enue  of  nearljr  two  millions,  while,  in  the  year 
1803,  ouf  receipts  immediately  increased  to  eleven 
millions ;  and,  in  the  year  1804,  had  increased 
nearly  three  millions  of  dollars.  The  cause  ia 
stated  in  the  Treasury  report,  from  which  I  exr 
tract  this  statement.  It  is,  that  the  defalcatioa 
from  twelve  to  ten  millions  was  to  be  ascribed  to 
the  only  year  of  peace  which  Europe  had  knowa 
for  many  years ;  and  the  subsequent  increase  to 
eleven  and  a  half  and  thirteen  and  a  half,  in  the 
t#o  succeeding  years,  was  to  be  ascribed  Co  two 
facts ;  the  recommencement  of  the  war  in  Eu^ 
rope  and  the  preservation,  on  our  part,  of  our 
neutral  €Utituae.  Well,  air,  what  then  was  e»- 
timate,  opinion,  conjecture,  was  mere  prophecy^ 
is  now  history ;  aad  nothing  remains  for  ua  bat 
to  resume  and  preserve  that  neutral  attitude whteh, 
the  very  year  we  took  measures  for  guarding 
against  such  an  influx  of  money  into  our  Trea- 
sury, produced  a  revenue  of  ^6,700,000  to  thh 
country. 

Thepe  is,  sir,  a  sort  of  comparative  political 
anatomy,  the  study  of  which  will  not  be  fmiod 
unprofitable.  You  find,  on  the  aoeession  of  Ms. 
Adam^  to  office,  that  the  military  and  naval  es* 
penditure  sprung  uj)  horn  $1,300,000  to  $3^300^- 
000;  you  find  that  it  went  on  in  progressive  in- 
crease to  near  six  millions  anaoally;  bat,  str^ 
when  it  was  fo^nd  that  this  prodigality  would  be 
endured  no  longer  by  the  people,  any  more  thaa 
the  taxes  and  loaaa  which  were  resorted  to,  (• 
support  it,  thea  that  old  gentleman  attempted 
something  like  a  retreat ;  then  he  began  a  system  of 
retrenchment;  but. unfortunately  for  him,  he  begaa 
too  late.  He  tost  nis  seat  at  the  helm :  and  thoaa 
who  succeeded  him,  on  the  gromid  of  opposition 
to  the  taxes  which  he  laid,  received,  as  will  be 
perceived  &om  the  atateoieBt  whi^  I  have  copied 
from  the  Treasury  report,  out  of  those  resouroea^ 
takiqig  into  calouuition  the  bank  aharcs  sold,  near^ 
iy  five  millions  of  dollans.  We  find,  too,  by  re* 
curring  to  this  atatemeat,  that  the  most  expensive 
year  of  Mr.  Adams's  Administration,  as  it  related 
to  the  Army  aad  Navy,  cost  us  $5,900,000 ;  that 
the  most  expensive  year  of  the  late  Administrap- 
tion  cost  us  16,700,000-^1  allude  now  to  the  year 
1809—aad  if  any  gentleman  object  to  taking  that 
year,  inasmuch  as  the  present  President  of  the 
united  States  came  into  office  on  the  4th  of 
March,  1809,  the  anawer  is  ready— that  all  tha 
expeases  oif  that  year  were  incurred,  and  voted  hj 
his  piedecessor — and,  in  corroboration  of  this 
statement,  the  House  will  find  that  the  retrenehr 
meat  in  the  expeases  of  the  Army  and  Navy  made 
in  1801,  appears  in  the  expenditure  of  the  succeed- 
ing year,  1802,  because  it  was  impossible  that  the 
measure  could  be  felt  sooner  than  the  year  after 
it  was  adopted.  So,  we  find  that  the  Naval  D^- 
tablishmeat  which,  in  the  hut  year  of  Mr.  Adams^ 
Administration  cost  two  millions,  in  the  first  «f 
Mr.  Jeflferpon's  did  not  cost  one.  Let  ns  sup- 
pose that  all  your  Administrations  had  beea 
equally  economical  with  the  first  5  let  us  soppoae 
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that  the  military  in  trusted  to  the  charge  of  Qen- 
eral  Washington  had  not  a  lone  cruel,  blood]^ 
Indian  war,  to  carry  on ;  that,  like  the  army  of 
the  last  President,  it  had  nothing  more  to  contend 
with  than  the  musquitoes  of  the  Mississippi — let 
us  suppose  that  the  Navy  of  Mr.  Adams,  reduced 
by  our  sales  (I  say  our^  for  I  claim  a  part  in  the 
transactions  of  the  first  four  years  of  Mr.  Jefier- 
son's  Administration,)  had  not  to  scour  our  seas 
of  privateers  and  pirates;  that  our  ships  had  not 
an  enemy  to  cope  with ;  that,  instead  of  being 
mil  in  commission,  they  were  laid  up  in  ordinary ; 
that,  instead  of  having  the  Insurgente  and  Ber- 
ceau  to  encounter,  they  had  only  to  repose  in  the 
mud  of  the  Eastern  branch ;  let  us  suppose  all 
this,  and  that  the  Army  and  Navy,  subsequently 
to  the  year  1801,  were  as  actively  engaged  as 
prior  to  the  year  1801.    I  will  ask  any  member 
of  the  Committee  to  tell,  if  he  can,  what  benefit 
we  have  derived  from  either ;  or  what  eood  the 
nation  have  received  from  them  ?    What  have 
we  got  to  show  for  our  money,  for  twenty-five 
millions,  which  have  been  spent  under  the  last 
Administration  on  those  objects  ?    It  is  true  that, 
under  the  Administration  of  General  Washing- 
ton, our  country  sustained  one  of  the  most  sin- 
gular and  bloody  defeats^ that  the  same  body,  or 
any  body,  of  men  ever  met  with  from  a  numerous, 
well  organized,  and  most  desperate  foe ;  and  yet, 
sir,  it  would  be  difficult  to  establish  the  fact,  what- 
ever might  then  have  been  the  public  sentiment 
of  gloom  and  despondency,  that  the  loss  of  that 
army  on  that  occasion,  or  of  any  other  army 
whatsoever^  surpassed  the  loss  which  ours  has 
lately  sustamed  in  time  of  profound  peace !   The 
victory  of  Cannse  itself  was  not  so  bloudy.  in  pro- 
portion to  numbers ;  and,  i(  the  alligators  of  the 
Mississippi  have  not  been  able  to  fill  themselves 
with  golden  rings  from  the  slain,  it  is  only  because 
we  have  not  the  same  number  of  golden  knights. 
Twenty-five  millions  of  dollars!    Well  might 
my  friend  from  North  Carolina  say  that,  if  these 
establishments  are  not  put  down,  they  will  put 
down  those  who  support  them.    And  why  shall 
we  not  do  it  ?    I  should  like  to  have  some  reason 
assigned,  why  we  should  not  get  back  to  the  good 
old  Republican  gronnd.    Why  should  we  perse- 
vere, with  this  statement  staring  us  in  the  face, 
in  plunging  deeper  into  loans  and  taxes  ?    Does 
any  man  believe  that  this  annual  expenditure 
cannot  be  reduced,  not  only  so  as  to  meet  the 
sum  which  this  tax  is  estimated  to  yield,  of  two 
and  a  half  millions,  but  even  more  ?    I  want  to 
know  what  duty  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
have  now  to  perform  that  could  not  have  been 
performed  by  the  Army  of  the  United  States  in 
anr  one  of  the  first  four  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Adininistration,  when  the  annual  cost  was  not  a 
million  ;  and,  in  fact,  the  last  of  those  four  years  it 
was  only  9700,000;  and  yet  did  we  not  derive  as 
much  substantial  benefit  from  it,  when  it  cost  not 
more  than  ^00,000,  as  now,  when  it  costs  three 
millions? 

I  therefore,  sir,  considering  the  proposition  to 
ill  the  blank  as  involving  the  eontmuation  of  the 
present  Military  and  Naval  Bstablishmenu,  shall 


be  compelled  to  vote  against  it,  because  I  con- 
ceive a  mode  of  supplying  the  present  deficiency 
more  easy,  more  acceptable  to  the  people,  can  n 
found  to  supply  its  place ;  in  a  word,  a  wbitUxAt. 
the  great  desideratum  of  the  present  day.  1  sbtli 
say  nothing  of  the  probable  receipts  of  these  ad- 
ditional taxes.  Let  it  be  granted  that,  instead  of 
encouraging  smuggling,  they  will  yield  revenue. 
Why  increase  the  public  burdens  when  we  are 
enabled  to  avoid  it  consistently  with  the  public 
interest  ? 

I  have  trespassed  far  on  the  patience  of  the 
Committee,  much  farther  than  I  had  intended, 
and  much  farther  than  I  should  have  had  anjr 
occasion  to  do,  had  I  been  indulged  with  a  de* 
cision  on  the  motion  to  reduce  tne  Army  and 
Navy. 

Mr.  Eppes  said  he  did  not  mean  to  follow  the 
example  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  dis- 
cuss the  reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy  on  the 
question  for  filling  a  blank  in  the  bill  imposing 
additional  duties.  He  rose  for  the  purpose  of  r^ 
plying  to  a  statement  made  by  his  colleague,  which 
he  presumed  vt:as  intended  to  show  that  less  econ- 
omy  had  been  practised  by  the  late  Administra- 
tion than  during  the  Federal  Administrations,  or 
at  least  during  the  Administration  of  Geneial 
Washington.  He  was  glad  that  the.gende- 
man  from  Virginia  had  expressed  his  attacnment 
to  demonstrations  by  figures ;  he  should  employ 
nothing  but  figures  in  reply,  and  draw  most  of 
his  statements  from  the  book  cited  by  the  gentle- 
man, {QaUcUin  on  Finance,)  From  a  statement 
of  the  amount  of  the  public  debt  on  the  first  day 
of  January.  1790.  and  on  the  first  day  of  Jannary. 
1800,  it  will  appear  that,  during  the  two  Fedeiil 
Administrations,  (for,  said  Mr.  E..  I  know  no  dif- 
ference between  the  principles  ot  the  Washing- 
ton and  Adams  Administrations,)  not  a  dollar  of 
debt  was  actually  paid.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
increased  99,462,264: 

Statement  of  the  Debt  on  the  1st  ofJamar^,  1790. 

Foreign  Debt, 
French  debt,  incloding 

arrears  of  inttrest     -  $  7,695,300  89 
Spanish  debt  do.  -         241,680  96 

Datch  debt    do.  -      3,600,000  00 

11,786,W1  W 


Foreign  Offieer$, 
Principal     - 
Arrearages  of  interest  • 

186,988  33 
10,822  06 

Domestic  Debt. 

Principal  as  funded  ori- 
ginally     -        -        - 

Deduct  payment  of  lands 
sold  to  Pennsylvania  - 

27,760,297  86 
90,674  16 

Value  of  paper  money 
funded  at  100  for  one 

Unsubacribed  registered 
debt          ... 

27,677,623  69 

480,823  83 

86,661  34 

197,810  » 


28,245,008  86 
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interest  to  let  Jantuury, 
1790,  (deducting  $23- 
438  68,  intereet  on 
debt  due    to  foreign 


officen) 
Deduct  receired  in  ] 


.$11,218,737  41 


i  pay- 
ment of  land  eold  to 
PennsjlTania  - 


60,718  26 
11.163,019  10 


AsiumtdDtbt, 
Principal  of  State  oertifi* 

eatee  aeeanted  -' 
Intoieet  prior  to  let  of 

Jannaiy,  1790  • 


Dednet  aasomption  for 
debtor  States  beyond 
their  pfoportion»  m: 
92,069,666  Tl,  inter- 
eet to  first  January, 
1792,  and  without  the 
interest  after  the  first 
January,  1792  - 


Balances  funded  in  fiiTor 
of  creditor  States 

Unfunded  debt  charged 
inspede  -        -        - 


16,082,771  33 

1,379,110  86 

16,461,882  18 


-39,398,028  02 


2,000,000  00 

14,461,882  18 

3,617,584  00 


Public  debt  on  first 
January,  1790 

Increase  of  debt  from 
1790  to  1800 


69,740,866  27 


$9,462,264  80 


During  the  two  Federal  Administraiwru,  the  follow* 
tng  auma  were  received  into  the  Treasury : 

From  balances  due  to  former  GoTemment  $302,667  13 

In  loans 26,776,796  66 

Sales  of  Bank  stock   -        -        -        -     1,384,260  00 

Sales  of  lands 100,339  00 

Revenue 64,242,213  00 

Sundries 1,127,092  OO 

Profits  on  exchange    ...        -       414^932  00 


Add  receipto  for  1800 


Deduct  cash  in  Treasury  on  1st  April, 
1801 


83,346,688  69 
12,800,000  00 

96,146,688  00 

1,794,000  00 


Total  amount  of  receipts  by  the  two 

Federal  Administrations       -  94,362,688  00 


-17,979,466  18 
428,080  46 


Public  d^  on  Janu- 
ary 1, 1790  -        -        -        -  69,740,366  00 

PubKe  Debt  on  Ut  January,  1800. 

Foreign  debt        -        -        -        -         10,760,000  00 

Old  six  per  cent,  nomi- 
nal, deducting  amount 
transferred  to  sinking 
fond  -        -        -'  28,226,669  63 

Deduct  the  reimburse- 
ments       -        -        -      3,216,676  87 


26,010,094  26 
DefBrred  stock,  deduct- 
ing amount  transfer- 
red to  sinking  fund  -  13,682,944  17 
Three  per  cent  do.  -  19,086,708  64 
Fire  and  a  half  per  cent.  1,847,600  00 
Pour  and  a  half  per  cent.  176,P0O  00 


Statement  of  receipts  into  the  Treasury  from  the  year 

1801  to  1809. 
1801,  including  $1,696,171,  for  sale  of  Bank  shares 
and  pubUc  vessels   -        -        -  $10,199,740  24 
1802         -        .        -        -        -        -     14,943,230  38 

1803 11,042,691  34 

1804 11,846,141  48 

1806       • 14,121,880  00 

1806 16,667,667  00 

1807 16,044,409  00 

1808 10,314,163  00 

1809 9,037,000  00 


Deduct  4»sh  in  Treasury  on  30th  of 
September         -        - 


114,119,811  00 


6,828,936  00 
108,290,876  00 


69,803,246  97 


Oatatanding  debt  due  to 
for«gn  officers  and  re- 
gistered debt 100,184  18 

Six   per  cent,  stock  of 

1796         ....        80,000 

Eight  per  cent.     -        -        -  6,000,000 

Six  per  cent.  Navy       -        -      929,200 

*^  1,009,200  00 

Temporary  loans  from  the  Bank  -        -  3,640,000  00 


Public  debt  on  the  1st 

January,  1800 
Deduct  Bank  shares 


80,312,631  16 
-  1,110,000  00 


79,202,631  16 


Deduct  payments  on  account  of  the 
principal  of  the  public  debt 
*^  $34,796,091 

Deduct  for  British  Conven- 
tion and  the  Louisiana 
Treaty  -        -        -  6,000,000 


Total  amount  of  expenditures  for  ob- 
ects  exclusive  of  the  debt,  by  the 


40,796,091  Do 


iec.»  ^-w-,— —   —   ,  -, 

RepubUcan  party     -        -        -        .  67,493,784  00 

The  whole  sum  expended  by  the  Fed- 
eral Administration,  no  credit  behag 
given  for  the  public  debt,  because  no 
debt  was  paid,  amounU  to       -        -  94,362,688  00 

Amount  expended  by  RepubUcan  party  67,493,784  00 

26,868,904  00 

Making  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  Re- 
publican  Administration  of  -  26,868  904  00 
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Take  it  in  another  way — 
^he  Republican  party  received  -  ld8|390,875  00 

The  two  Federal  Administrations  94,352,688  00 


Kvknig  the  sum  received  l^  the  Re- 
pabbeans  exceed  the  sum  received 


by  the  Federalists 


.  13,038,187  00 


The  Republican  party  paid  $40,796,091.  in- 
cludiDg  the  portion  for  the  Louisiana  purchase, 
paid  in  cash.  Deduct  from  this  the  excess  of 
their  Receipts,  viz :  $13,938,187,  and  it  leaves  a 
balance  due  in  favor  of  the  Republican  Admin- 
istration of  $26,858,187. 

Daring  the  Republican  Administration  no 
money  has  been  borrowed ;  and,  even  at  the  pres- 
ent time,  when  the  Exchequer  Is  represented  as 
in  a  beggared  condition,  the  people  will  be  aston- 
ished to  find  that  no  actual  increase  of  debt  is 
made.  That,  during  this  year,  we  are  still  able 
to  apply  $8,000,000  to  the  pablic  debt,  and  support 
the  extraordinar]^  expenses  incurred  by  the  in- 
crease of  the  Army  and  Navy,  while  we  borrow 
for  actual  deficit,  only  93,000,000;  or,  in  other 
words,  that  our  resources  are  equal  for  this  year 
to  $12,000,000. 

During  the  Federal  AdministraUons  the  fbUmving 
euffu  were  borrowed: 

ItMl  and  1791 $5,203,600 

1792 6,028,995 

1793 1,124,000 

1794 4,600,000 

1795 3,360,000 

1796 320,000 

J797 7t),000 

1798 200,000 

1799 6,929,200 


ToUl  - 

Add  loan  ibr  1800 


-  26,776.796 

-  1,481,700 


27,267,495 


This  statement  requires  no  comments.  I  am 
willing  to  leave  to  the  people  to  decide  on  the 
relative  merit  of  the  Administrations  which  have 
been  brought  into  vi€iw  on  the  score  of  expendi- 
ture. 

Our  revenue  is  and  has  been  almost  wholly  de- 
rived from  commerce.  The  decrees  of  France 
and  Great  Britain  went  to  the  destruction  of 
nearly  all  this  commerce.  These,  sir,  are  the  cir- 
cumstances which  have  produced  the  deficit  in 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States.  It  is  true  that 
lust  at  that  time  our  expenses  were  increased, 
out  those  expenses  were  produced  by  the  injustice 
and  violence  of  those  Powers.  Did  any  act  of 
ours  cause  the  insult  offered  by  Captain  Bradley, 
at  wirich  time  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Ranoolfh,) 
if  1  am  not  mistaken,  wished  to  see  an  Ameri- 
oan  vessel  yard-arm  and  yard-arm  with  a  British 
vessel,  and  peace  or  war  staked  on  the  issue  ?  I 
admired  the  sentiment  at  the  time;  but  surely 
that  insult  is  lot  to  be  compared  with  the  many 
heaped  on  our  unoffending  country  j  unoffending, 
I  my,  for  never  have  we  taken  a  single  step  to- 


wards Great  Britain  or  France  which  coald  have 
justified  the  iniquitous  conduct  of  either. 

I  have  merely  made  these  oheervaiioDS  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  what  have  been  the  receipts 
during  the  two  terms  of  the  Republican  AdiMD- 
istration  ;  and  I  am  willing  to  leave  it  to  the  peo- 
ple to  decide  whether  it  is  not  an  honoreMe  tes- 
timony in  fkvof  of  that  Administration  tbtt  it 
has  gone  on  so  so  far,  daring  a  period  of  difficulty 
and  danger,  without  heretofore  resorting  to  taxes 
and  loans ;  when  war  has  been  avoided  by  a  re- 
currence to  other  measures,  and  all  the  extraor- 
dinary expenditure  has  been  darinjr  the  faMi  three 
years,  and  caused  by  the  tiHnult  of  the  world  and 
the  necessity  of  guarding  agminet  the  violeaee 
and  rapacity  of  the  belligerents.  There  would 
have  been  no  deficit  at  this  time  if,  when  Con- 
gress increased  the  national  expenditure,  they  hid 
also  increased  the  revenue,  whieh  would  bafe 
been  done  by  the  bill  which  passed  thift  Hoose 
last  Winter,  and  was  rejected  by  the  Stnate,  for 
increasing  the  duties  fifty  per  cent.  Bat  while 
the  expenses  for  the  Army  and  Navy,  rendered 
necessary  by  existing  circumstances,  have  in- 
creased from  two  and  a  half  to  six  millions  oT 
dollars,  and  while,  by  the  belligerent  restrictions 
on  commerce,  our  imports  had  much  dimioiihed, 
the  duties  have  continued  the  same.  The  deficit 
in  the  revenue  would  never  have  existed  had  the 
duties  been  last  year  raised.  And  after  ail  that 
has  been  said,  I  am  glad  that  the  people  are  to 
know  that,  during  th&  year,  after  all  these  diffi- 
oolties,  we  shall  pay  eight  millions  of  the  poblic 
debt,  and  borrow  but  four  millions. 

Mr.  Ram DOLPH  said  he  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  explanation.  Thegentleman, the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  fMr. 
Eppeb,)  had  read  his  own  statement,  as  it  he 
were  repeating  by  rote,  with  such  volubility  that 
it  was  scarcely  possible  to  follow  him;  bat  Mr. 
R.  said  he  wished  to  rescue  his  own  statement 
from  anv  imputation  of  unfairness. 

It  will  be  recollected,  said  Mr.  R.,  that  I  sUted 
the  whole  receipts  to  the  first  of  January,  1796, 
beyond  whieh  I  have  do  data  on  which  to  go,  at 
forty-four  millions  of  dollars.  Of  this  antiioti 
nineteen  and  a  half  millions  proceeded  firoD 
loans.  Why  shotftd  my  colleague  bare  recapita- 
lated  in  detail  the  number  of  loans^  the  aggrq{i<< 
amount  of  which  I  had  already  given  credit  for^ 
unless  to  imply  that  they  had  been  omitted? 
Really,  sir,  althooffh  I  do  not  stand  forth  as  the 
champion  of  the  Washington  and  Awma  Ad- 
ministrations, it  would  become  us  to  have  a  lit- 
tle modesty,  and  that  the  sin  of  borrowing  tneoef 
should  not  be  cast  upon  the  name  of  the  great 
Father  of  his  Country,  when  we  find  that  the 
whole  of  his  revenue,  from  imports  and  totisa^ 
and  every  other  source  of  taxation,  did  not,  m 
eight  years,  amount  to  forty  millions  of  doIlar«j 
I  think  that  the  party  which  received  an  haodred 
and  fourteen  millions  in  the  same  space  of  tim^i 
has  no  right  to  cast  as  a  reproach  upon  the  first 
President  of  the  United  Slates,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  borrow,  when  you  compelled  him  to 
set  up  the  (Government  without  a  shilliog,  and 
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first  to  pass  laws  to  raise  revenue,  and  then  wait 
till  the  crop  could  come  round.  What  would  be 
the  situation  of  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
DOW,  if  he  had  to  bring  order  out  of  chaos,  to  pro- 
Tide  for  the  df  bt  of  the  Revolution  and  the  deficit 
occasioned  by  years  of  anarchy :  if  all  the  money 
to  be  raised  for  the  service  of  the  United  States 
was  to  proceed  from  laws  to  be  passed  ?  When 
instead  of  the  pitiful  sums  of  two/ three,  four. 
and  six  millions  then  received— it  never  did  in 
any  one  year  exceed  six  millions,  until  1795— we 
have  an  annual  receipt  of  twelve,  ten,  thirteen, 
fourteen,  seventeen,  sixteen  millions  eight  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  there  is  really  no  ground 
for  exultation  on  our  part.  The  receipt  of  a  sin- 
gle year  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration  ex- 
ceeds the  receipt  of  the  first  four  years  of  Gen. 
Washington's.  Another  inaccuracy  let  me  point 
out  in  the  gentleman's  statement.  He  has  taken 
credit  for  thirty-four  millions  of  the  principal  of 
the  public  debt  paid.  Agreed,  sir — but  the  gen- 
tleman has  not  debited  himself  with  the  debt  in- 
curred. This  is  not  fair;  the  gentleman  should 
show  us  both  sides  of  his  ledger ;  the  debt  incur- 
red as  well  as  the  debt  paid.  He  ought  also  to 
show  what  was  the  gross  amount  of  public  assets 
leA  in  hand  by  the  l^st  Administration,  and  the 
proceeds  of  it. 

Again,  sir — it  is  not  at  all  a  matter  of  surprise 
to  me  that  my  colleague  should  in  fact  refuse  to 
meet  me  on  the  ground  I  tooK.  What  ^as  it? 
A  contrast  of  the  last  four  with  the  first  four 
yeats  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration.  No, 
savs  my  colleague — let  us  lump  it  all  together. 
I  do  not  agree  to  statements  made  in  that  way. 
unless  they  first  be  taken  separately.  If  jrou  look 
over  the  accounts  of  the  respective  periods,  sir, 
yon  will  find  that  the  seven  years  of  famine  in 
bp^pt  did  not  differ  more  from  the  seven  years 
ofplenty  than  the  last  four  years  of  that  Admin- 
istration from  the  first  four.  The  Qrst  four  were 
a  period  of  economy  and  plenty.  In  the  last  four, 
it  took  the  Government  a  lon^  time  to  get  through 
the  enormous  mass  of  money  in  the  Treasury;  we 
had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  fortifications  and  gun- 
boau  before  we  got  through  it;  it  was  some  time 
too  before  the  enects  of  our  new  systems  be^n 
to  show  themselves^— this  period  terminated  in  a 
state  of  want  and  penury. 

As  to  the  gentleman's  statement  of  our  exports 
having  been  reduced  bj  the  belligerent  orders  and 
decrees  to  seven  millions  of  dollars,  it  is  quite 
unintelligible  to  me— I  should  be  glad  to  hear  it 
(not .explained)  but  proved — and  yet  permit  me 
to  state,  before  I  sit  down,  that  wretched  as  is  the 
state  to  which  the  affairs  of  this  nation  are  re- 
duced, it  is  perhaps  in  one  view  of  it  a  benefit — 
for  if  the  surpluses  were  now  in  the  Treasury 
which  we  formerly  had,  and  of  which  we  heard 
loo^  after  they  had  ceased  to  exist,  probably  the 
nauoQ  would  at  this  moment  have  been  at  war. 
8ir,  oar  will  but  not  our  poverty  consented  to  it — 
precisely  the  reverse  of  the  starved  apothecary  in 
the  play ;  and  I  cannot  conceive  a  state  oif  things 
more  strange  in  a  political  point  of  view,  than 
that  the  distresses  of  the  country  and  the  mis- 


management of  our  affairs  should  be  matter  of 
comfort  to  some  of  the  wisest  and  best  men  in 
the  nation,  in  one  aspect ;  and  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  there  are  men,  inferior  in  wisdom  and 
integrity  to  none  in  the  country,  who  look  at  the 
dilapidated  state  of  our  finances  as  a  kind  inter- 
ference ofthat  Providence  which  has  always  pre- 
served us,  to  shield  this  country  from  the  calami- 
ties of  an  unnecessary  war. 

I  do  state,  and  state  again,  that  the  last  Admin- 
istration received  an  hundred  and  fourteen  mil- 
lions of  the  public  money.  They  have  paid,  says 
mv  colleague,  thirty-four  millions  of  the  public 
debt.  That  leaves  them  then  eighty  millions  to 
account  for.  To  this  we  must  add  eleven  millions 
and  a  quarter  of  debt  incurred,  which  brings  it 
up  to  ninety-one  millions  and  a  quarter.  But  my 
colleague  takes  credit  for  the  money  paid  under 
the  Louisiana  Convention.  If  that  was  debt  paid 
by  the  late  Government,  it  was  also  debt  con- 
tracted by  it.  If  it  be  posted  on  one  side  of  the 
ledger,  it  must  be  balanced  on  the  other.  In  my 
colleague's  mode  of  stating  accounts,  a  bankrupt 
might  be  made  to  appear  in  the  most  fiourishing 
circumstances;  if  be  show  only  what  he  has  re- 
ceived and  nothing  that  he  has  paid — what  is  due 
to  him  and  nothing  that  he  owes.  If  that  amount 
be  credited  for  as  heing  paid,  it  must  be  charged 
on  the  other  side  to  debt  contracted,  and  there  is 
complete  equation  worked  as  to  that.  But  that  is 
not  the  case  with  the  eleven  millions  and  a  quar- 
ter of  stock,  which,  as  I  said  befqre,  brings  the 
sum  to  be  accounted  for  up  to  ninety-one  mulionfi 
whereas  the  receipts  of  General  WASHmoTOif, 
after  all  the  debt  incurred,  and  all  the  loans 
charged  upon  him,  did  not  amount  to  two-thirds 
of  that  sum — not  of  the  gross  sum  received  by  the 
Administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  but  the  sum  re- 
maining to  be  accounted  for,  after  giving  him 
credit  for  every  shilling  of  debt  paid. 

But  this  isnot  all,  sir.  In  the  statement  which  my 
colleague  made,  and  which  was  really  ingeniously 
enough  done,  he  makes  use  of  one  half  of  my 
argument  to  answer  the  remainder.  I  state  that 
the  first  four  years  of  that  Administration  were 
a  period  of  prosperity,  economy,  and  affluence; 
that  the  last  four  present  a  strong  contrast  to  the 
first.  I  disagree  with  my  colleague — why  ?  Be- 
cause I  say  the  first  four  enabled  us  to  bear  up 
against  the  extravagance  oif  the  last.  I  stated  that 
the  first  fouir  years  of  that  Administration  were  a 
period  of  retrenchment,  economy,  plenty,  and 
peace.  Does  my  colleague  deny  this  and  yet  rely 
upon  this  very  period  (on  which  I  bottom  mysejO 
to  bear  out  the  last  four  years  of  that  Adminis- 
tration ?    He  concedes  everything  I  urge. 

With  respect,  sir,  to  the  decrees  and  Orders  in 
Council,  and  the  affair  of  Captain  Bradley,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  this  string  will  be  struck  whenever 
it  is  more  convenient  to  play  upon  that  instrument 
than  to  meet  any  particular  case  which  is  before 
the  House,  or  one  of  its  committees.  It  is  a  very 
good  argument  to  say  that  we  ought  to  incur 
debts  and  loans  and  taxes  for  the  support  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  because  of  the  Driver  and  the 
Cambrian  and  Captain  Bradley,  ar.d  the  decrees 
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and  orders  of  Great  Britain  and  France — and  in- 
stead of  replying  to  the  question,  what  benefit  do 
you  derive  from  the  Army  and  Navy,  what  in- 
demnity for  the  past  or  security  for  the  future 
does  it  give  you  against  these  decrees  and  orders? 
we  have  again  dished  up  to  us  the  story  of  the' 
Driver  and  the  Cambrian,  the  British  orders 
and  French  decrees,  and  the  attack  on  the  Chesa- 
peake. What  relation  is  there  between  these 
thin^  and  our  Army  dying  in  the  marshes  of  the 
Mississippi,  at  an  annual  expense  of  three  millions 
of  dollars,  and  our  Navy  reposing  to  lullaby,  in 
the  Eastern  Branch,  at  an  expense  greater  than 
when  in  actual  service?  It  is  no  answer,  sir, — 
gentlemen  ought  to  make  out  how  the  ^rmy  and 
Navy  can  cure  the  defect  of  the  Driver  and  Cam- 
brian, and  the  British  and  French  decrees.  If 
they  cannot  make  out  that,  the  argument  is  good 
for  nothing.  It  is  precisely  like  denying  the  pro- 
position that  the  first  four  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Administration  were  prosperous,  by  admitting 
that  they  were  prosperous,  and  so  prosperous  as  to 
cover — I  will  not  say  the  disgrace,  but  the  mis- 
fortune of  the  last  four  years.  I  say  they  were 
prosperous.  Does  he  denjr  it  ?  He  would  seem 
to  do  so,  and  at  the  same  time  concede.s  it.  [Mr. 
Rahdolph  was  here  ibterrupted  by  a  message 
coming  from  the  Senate.]  He  said  be  was  ^lad 
of  the  interruption  from  tlie  Senate,  as  he  might 
have  been  tempted  to  trespass  longer  on  the  House 
by  the  warmth  he  felt  at  the  inference  or  impli- 
cation that  in  the  statement  he  had  made  of  the 
receipts  of  Washington's  Administration,  he 
had  omitted  the  loans.  The  gentleman  can  see 
no  distinction  (said  Mr.  R.)  in  point  of  principle 
between  the  Administration  of^  General  Wash- 
ington and  Mr.  Aoams.  I  am  not  the  champion 
of  those  Administrations  ^  but  I  can  see  no  dis- 
tinction in  point  of  fact  between  the  two  terms 
of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration — between  the 
first  four  and  last  four  years — and  I  could  wish 
that,  applying  the  same  standard  by  which  he  has 
endeavored  to  compare  Mr.  Jefferson's  Adminis- 
tration with  the  preceding  Administrations,  (giv- 
ing it  praise  and  honor,])  he  would  also  by  that 
criterion  try  the  two  periods  of  the  last  Adminis- 
tration. U  he  try  them  by  his  own  test— I  wish 
no  other — he  will  involve  the  last  four  years  in 
disgrace.  I  am  astonished,  sir,  although  the  gen- 
tleman cannot  perceive  any  aifference  between 
the  Administration  of  Washington  and  Aoams, 
that  he  is  unable  to  perceive  the  marked  differ- 
ence between  the  two  periods  I  have  mentioned 
of  the  last  Administration. 

One  word,  before  I  have  done,  on  the  subject  of 
statements  of  the  revenue.  Every  figure  on  the 
paper  w hich  I  read  from  to  the  Com  mittee  has  been 
copied  from  the  annual  reports  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  in  which  is  a  statement  always 
of  net  revenue.  For  example,  in  the  one  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  the  statement  of  revenue  in  1804. 
from  imports  only,  b  $13,236,000,  and  from  land 
$360,000,  making/a  total  of  $13,596,000  from  these 
sources — and  yet  my  statement,  as  my  colleague 
read  over  his,  has  varied  from  it  in  one  instance 
to  the  amount  of  two  millions. 


Mr.  Macon  said  he  must  confess  he  was  at  a 
loss  how  to  understand  this  bill.  He  did  not 
know  whether  it  was  to  encourage  maoufactores, 
or  for  what  other  object  they  were  asked  to  raise 
this  money.  He  said  he  did  not  m^an  to  jb^o  into 
the  statements  made  on  this  subject,  nor  into  an 
inquiry  into  the  merits  of  past  Administrations. 
When  we  talk  of  expenditure,  who  is  accounu- 
ble  for  one-half  of  it?  Who  has  supported  the 
Navy  ?  And,  as  this  a  sort  of  dajr  of^  settlement 
amoDg  all  the  Presidents,  let  us  inquire  who  is 
accountable  for  the  expenditure  on  that  head. 
How  has  the  Navy  been  kept  up  ?  It  will  be 
found,  sir,  that  the  expenditure  for  the  Navy  be- 
gan long  before  the  Republican  party  got  into 
power.  It  was  in  the  days  when  I  was  a  minor- 
ity man,  that  it  was  supported  by  the  majority. 
How  has  it  been  since  supported  ?  Not  by  me 
or  my  votes,  but  by  the  gentlemen  who  raised  it 
adhering  to  their  side  of  the  question,  and  others 
going  over  to  make  a  majority  for  the  Nary.  So 
far  as  relates  to  the  expense  of  the  Navy,  gentle- 
men commonly  denominated  Fedieralists  bare 
the  blame  of  their  part  of  it.  Sir,  I  am  tired  of 
putting  the  cup  on  the  federal  bottom.  This  is 
the  way  in  which  the  Navy  has  been  kept  upon 
the  nation.  Upon  the  question  of  a  navy  the 
Federalists  have  always  been  m  majority.  How 
came  the  Army  so  long  to  remain  as  it  was  eight 
or  nine  vears  ago  ?  It  is  known  to  every  man 
who  has  been  a  member  of  the  House  long  eooa^h 
that  it  was  not  with  my  consent.  I  am  afraid, 
whether  the  gentlemen  who  commenced  the 
Navy  be  a  majority  or  minority  on  general  ques- 
tions, that  they  will  always  be  a  majority  on  that 
question  until  they  themselves  get  as  sickof  itas 
I  am  of  the  additional  army.  When  we  were 
upon  the  Army,  these  gentlemen  left  as  to  battle 
that  among  ourselves ;  when  they  come  to  the 
Navy,  they  never  have  done  so.  I  wish,  sir, 
when  we  come  to  the  Navy,  that  those  genilemea 
would  let  us  vote  on  this  side  of  the  House  nary 
or  no  navy,  and  make  us  responsible  for  it,  if  it  ^ 
kept  up.  If  there  are  any  embargo  sins  to  an- 
swer for,  or  any  responsibility  for  that,  I  will  take 
that  upon  myself,  because  I  voted  for  it, and  nerer 
shall  repent  it.  What  good  has  the  Army  dooel 
If  I  show  that  the  Army  and  Navy  have  done  no 
good,  and  that  taxes  will  do  me  some  harm,  itw 
a  fair  mode  of  showing  that  this  bill  oaghl  not 
to  pass.  What  good  can  the  Army  do  ?  Sup- 
pose two  or  thfee  thousand  men  are  necessarjrto 
preserve  peace  with  the  Indians  on  our  frontiers, 
the  only  ground  on  which  they  have  ever  been 
supported,  to  keep  their  bad  men  from  ^'^  • , 
ours  from  them  ;  I  had  rather  disband  the  whole 
Army  and  begin  anew.  I  believe  that  such  w 
the  enmity  and  animosity  amongst  the  persons 
composing  the  present  Army,  that  we  can  nti^^ 
make  it  as  it  ought  to  be. 

As  to  the  Navy  and  navy-yards,  is  there  a  m«u 
in  this  House  who  can  tell  the  real  condition  oi 
any  one  yard  in  the  nation  5  how  many  officcw 
are  on  annual  salary,  and  how  ro*°f ''^^'^ 
navy  pay  ?  The  Navy  men  hate  those  yj"^?  r 
much  that  they  never  go  to  see  them.    A  uttic 
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office  there  sets  the  whole  commtiDit^  by  the  ears 
disputing  who  shall  have  it.  I  do  DOt  recollect 
how  many  oaTy-yards  we  have;  I  believe  as 
many  as  we  have  frigates.  At  all  of  them  there 
mast  be  somebody  to  take  care  of  them,  and 
something  to  be  paid ;  and  of  all  the  systems  to 
be  devised  for  the  plunder  of  the  public,  that  of 
navies  is  the  worst.  The  Navy  will  plunder 
your  enemies,  if  you  have  any,  but  never  a  na- 
tion took  up  a  navy  system  but  was  plundered 
by  it.  This  sort  of  expenditure,  with  the  aid  of 
one  or  two  celebrated  laws,  put  down  a  former 
majority.  Pursue  the  same  system,  and  you  will 
go  the  same  way.  It  is  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence. 

If  you  want  money,  I  am  ready  to  agree  that 
you  cannot  get  it  bv  internal  taxes;  but  rather 
than  saddle  those  whom  I  represent  with  a  tax 
to  encourage  manufactures,  if  that  be  the  object, 
I  would  vote  for  a  direct  tax.  What  does  this 
system  go  to?  To  this:  that  you  will  go  on  by 
tax  on  tax  until  you  manufacture  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  States  everything  that  can 
there  be  raised  for  the  purpose  of  manufacturing. 
This  may  be  a  good  thing  to  the  part  of  the  coun- 
try which  will  be  the  manufacturing  part.  They 
may  laugh  and  sin^;  but  to  that  part  that  will 
never  manufacture  it  will  be  death.  The  latter 
may  wring  their  hands  and  cry,  but  in  vain  ;  for 
once  but  get  the  manufacturing  mania  fixed  on 
the  nation,  and  we  shall  be  saddled  with  it  as 
long  as  the  nation  exists.  I  can  state  an  opinion 
that  I  entertain,  which  may  by  many  be  thought 
not  to  be  correct.  It  is  this:  that  precisely  as 
yoQ  encourage  this  manufacturing  spirit,  in  the 
aame  ratio  will  you  depress  all  the  domestic  man- 
ufactures of  the  country  I  live  in.  Manufactures 
exist  in  the  domestic  way  all  over  the  Southern 
country  for  family  use,  and  some  is  put  into  stores 
for  sale.  Lay  a  duty  so  as  to  encourage  the 
making  of  muslins,  and  it  will  take  fifty  per  cent. 
more  of  country  made  cloth  to  exchange  for 
muslins.  So  much  more  of  burden  do  you  lay 
on  this  class  of  the  community  which  sells  home- 
made cloth. 

Sir,  I  voted  for  the  embargo  to  avoid  war,  un- 
der the  belief  that  if  we  adhered  to  it  we  should 
settle  our  disputes  with  one  of  the  belligerents, 
but  never  meant  by  it  to  encourage  manufactures. 
As  to  the  non-intercourse  laws,  as  I  never  voted 
for  Cbem,  I  do  not  know  on  what  principle  they 
were  voted  for.  As  it  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  the 
question  is  pretty  well  settled  that  we  do  not 
mean  to  take  any  very  energetic  measures  at  the 
present  session  of  Congress,  what  use  is  there  in 
Keepiuj?  up  the  Navy,  and  that  skeleton  of  an 
Army  ?  Uan  any  man  tell  the  use  of  them  un- 
less they  are  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  spend- 
ing money  ?  It  appears  to  me,  sir,  that  the  expe- 
rience we  have  haa  on  the  subject  of  the  Navy 
would  have  almost  convinced  a  Felix  or  Agrippa 
that  a  navy  is  an  useless  thing  for  this  nation.  I 
know  it  may  be  said  that  every  eight  or  ten  years 
we  may  want  a  few  ships  to  go  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  that  one  of  the  Barbary  Powers  may 
our  Consul  homeland,  by  the  by,  sir,  I 


believe  we  could  do  as  well  without  Consuls 
there  as  with  them — for  I  never  have  heard  the 
good  of  them.    Then  is  it  worth  while,  at  an 
expense  of  two  or  three  millions  of  dollars  to 
keep  these  frigates  eternally  repairing-^eternally 
costing  money — when  for  the  sum  annually  ex- 
pended on  them  we  might  at  any  time  buy  eight 
or  ten  of  the  best  merchantmen  in  the  nation, 
and  have  them  equipped  and  sent  into  the  Medi- 
terranean ?    When   the  service  was  done,  we 
could  sell  them  again ;  and  thus  we  should  get 
clear  of  the  navy-yards  as  well  as  the  Navy.    It 
was  formerly  said  that  we  might  have  a  navy  to 
protect  commerce.    So  far  as  relates  to  trade,  the 
assertions  of  the  efficacy  of  a  navy  have  not 
been  verified.    What  sort  of  a  navv  could  you 
maintain?    Could  you  maintain  fifty  ships-of- 
thei-line?    And  if  you  had  a  less  number,  would 
they  protect  vour  trade  ?  None  of  the  merchants 
want  them  tor  convoy,  that  I  ever  heard  of.    It 
is  utterly  impossible  that  you  can  protect  their 
trade.    I  will  lea  re  it  to  any  merchant  in  the 
House,  whether,  if  you  pass  the  convoy  bill,  he 
would  put  his  vessel  under  convoy.    If  we  have 
war  with  France  or  Great  Britain,  with  the  lat- 
ter especially,  I  verily  believe  you  will  not  get 
your  navy  manned.    The  same  thing  will  hap- 
pen as  did  in  the  Revolution.    The  seafaring 
people  would  rather  privateer.    That  is  our  old 
system,  and  in  that  way  only  can  we  do  anything 
on  the  ocean.    Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  navy 
of  any  considerable  size,  anything  like  adeouate 
to   the   protection    of  commerce,  having  oeen 
manned  without  impressment?    And  are  you 
willing  to  alter  the  Constitution  of  this  country 
so  as  to  ^ive  the  power  to  impress?    I  have 
another  objection  to  this  navy  system,  just  as  old 
as  the  Navy  itself.    It  is,  that  whilst  it  does  not 
add  to  the  strength  of  the  nation,  it  creates  un- 
necessary patronaj?e.    Men  who  have  nothing  to 
do  must  necessarily  attach  themselves  to  some 
Administration,  no  matter  what  sort  of  one,  that 
feeds  them  and  gives  them  offices.    I  would  ask 
the  strongest  navy  man  in  the  nation  one  ques- 
tion.   The  paper  1  hold  in  my  hand  contains  a 
sum  of  expenditure  for  the  Army  and  Navy 
nearly  equal  to  the  national  debt ;  let  any  man 
answer  whether  he  would  rather  maintain  the 
present  Army  and  Navy,  or  have  the  public  debt 
paid  ?    If  the  debt  was  paid  you  would  then  be 
strong,  and  strong  indeed.    Whenever  pushed 
into  war,  our  sinews  would  be  free  from  restric- 
tion or  impediment.    The  whole  resources  of  the 
country  could  be  brought  to  bear  on  the  very 
point  where  you  wanted  to  ctLtty  on  a  war. 
Should  we  be  afiected  by  the  nefarious  conduct 
of  Great  Britain  or  France  as  we  are.  if  we  had 
no  public  debt  to  pay?    No,  sir,  we  should  not. 
The  strength  of  this  nation  consists  in  their  hav- 
ing the  publio  debt  paid,  and  the  militia  armed ; 
and  how  much  would  it  have  taken  to  have 
armed  every  roan  in  the  nation  ?    They  would 
have  presented  an  impregnable  front  to  any  na- 
tion in  Europe — an  armed  nation,  and  that  nation 
free.    What  sort  of  front  can  we  display  for  this 
fifty  odd  millions  spent  on  the  Army  and  Navyl 
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No  man  can  have  any  confidence  in  five  or  six 
f/igates,  if  filled  with  the  bravest  men  that  ever 
stepped  on  board  a  ship ;  and  whatever  might  be 
thouffbt  at  the  time  the  thing  was  established, 
that,  by  having  a  few  ships^of-the-lioe  whicb  we 
could  throw  into  the  scale  one  way  or  other,  we 
might  give  the  superiority  to  what  Power  we 
pleased  in  Europe,  that  time  is  gone?  Where 
now  in  Europe  is  a  navy  but  the  British  ?  No- 
where. There  is  something  in  the  minds  of  men 
which  seems  to  compel  them  to  goon  when  they 
have  once  began.  As  to  the  Navy,  I  ask  gentla- 
men  who  formerly  supported  it,  and  who  support 
it  now,  to  tell  me  whether  it  is  worth  a  million 
of  dollars  annually  ?  Pass  the  bill  now  on  your 
table  from  the  Senate  for  increasing  it,  and  it 
will  cost  between  three  and  four  millions.  I 
very  much  doubt  whether  the  whole  of  it  put  up 
at  auction  at  New  York,  Philadelphia,  or  Boston, 
would  sell  for  a  million. 

Shall  we  then,  sir,  lay  this  tax  to  support  an 
Army  and  Navy  which  I  have  endeavored  to 
show  was  useless,  and  which  in  tke  present  state 
of  tHe  civilized  world  could  be  of  no  use  to  us? 
If  I  could  be  satisfied  that  it  was  necessary  to 
lay  a  Ux  after  the  reduction  which  must  be  voted 
for  by  every  man  who  can  get  clear  of  the  intol- 
erant spirit  of  party,  whicn  makes  us  stick  to- 
gether like  wax,  I  would  not  hesitate  to  vote  for 
It.  Reduce  the  Army  and  Navy,  and  let  us  be 
told  what  money  is  wanting,  and  I  will  vote  a 
loan  to  that  amount.  But  to  vote  first  to  raise 
money,  and  afterwards  to  reduce,  is  what  I  will 
not  do.  If  we  want  money,  it  ought  to  be  gotten 
in  the  way  most  convenient  to  the  people ;  and 
it  would  seem  as  if.  when  we  once  lay  a  tax.  it  is 
impossible  to  get  it  off  again,  1  recollect  when 
the  two-and  a-half-per-cenL  duty  (commonly  en- 
titled the  Mediterranean  fund)  was  laid,  it  was 
stated  that  we  would  scarcely  ever  get  it  off 
a^in ;  and  it  has  been  kept  on  so  far  though  the 
original  cause  of  it  has  ceased.  If  we  keep  in- 
creasing the  debt  we  shall  at  last  have  to  go  ex- 
cising at  home;  and  let  any  man  look  to  Europe 
for  tfie  blessings  of  an  excise  system.  They  are 
not  even  there  able  to  enforce  it.  Of  all  demor- 
alizing systems  it  b  the  worst.  Smuggling  is 
nothing  to  it.  When  you  come  to  excises — to  go 
into  the  domicile  of  a  man—can  any  one  say 
that  such  a  state  of  things  is  desirable  ?  I  could 
wish  on  this  question  that  we  could  unite ;  I  have 
scarcely  heard  any  gentleman  say  but  he  is  wiJU 
ling  to  reduce.    Let  us  go  as  far  then  as  a  ma- 

i'ority  will  go.  Further  I  know  we  cannot  go. 
did  not  expect  this  subject  would  have  come 
up  to-day ;  but  upon  this  question,  which  I  con- 
aider  so  important,  I  feel  no  hesitation  to  avow 
my  mind  at  any  time.  I  shall  not  apologize  for 
having  detained  the  Committee  with  my  crude 
observations;  for  whatever  I  have  said  is  the 
effusion  of  my  real  sentiments. 

Mr.  KsNNBDT.— Mr.  Chairman:  As  I  shall 
vote  against  filling  up  the  blank  with  five  per 
cent.,  and  as  it  is  a  subject  of  considerable  impor- 
tance, and  one  calculated  to  bear  remarkably 
liard  upon  the  State  that  I  in  part  represent,  and 


particularly  so  tti>on  those  who  have  hoaoied  ni 
with  a  seat  in  this  House,  I  think  it  my  daty  to 
give  the  Committee  my  reasons  for  my  vote. 

We  are  called  upon  to  lay  an  additional  doty 
of  five  per  cem.  on  all  goods,  wares,  aod  mer- 
chandise imported  into  the  United  States  now 
subject  to  ad  valorem  duties,  and  also  a  specific 
duty  of  33}  per  4»ot.  upon  those  nowiipposedby 
law  on  all  articles  which  at  this  time  are  liable 
to  sMcific  duties;  and  likewise  10  per  cent  apoo 
the  duties  imposed  by  this  bill  on  all  goodiioh 
ported  in  foreign  vessels ;  and  I  pray  yon,  sir,  for 
what  reason  are  we  thus  required  to  burden  the 
people.  I  presume  only  two  can  possibly  be 
given  for  adopting  this  measure.  One  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  revenue,  the  other  to  eocoor- 
age  the  manufacturing  interest  of  our  country, 
both  of  which  I  will  undertake  to  examine,  ni 
will  endeavor  to  prove  that  neither  of  them  are 
sufficiently  strong  and  cogent  to  influence  asf 
one  to  votie  for  the  measure. 

With  respect  to  the  necessity  of  raising  monfT 
by  taxation  for  the  support  of  Goverameat,  1 
must  here  premise  that  I  very  much  remt  tiiit 
both  France  and  England  by  their  orders  and 
decrees  have  basely  and  infamously  contraireoed 
and  violated,  to  the  injury  of  our  neutral  rights, 
old  and  well  established  rules  naade  for  the  gor- 
ernment  of  all  civilized  and  hx>nest  nations;  aod 
I  also  regret  that  our  Grovernment  in  conseqaence 
thereof  adopted  measures  which  have  drained 
our  Treasury  without  producing  any  good  effect 

The  person  who  then  presided  over  the  desti- 
nies of  this  nation  is  one  whose  political  talents 
and  information  are  not  excelled  by  any  in  this 
country,  and  perhaps  hy  none  in  the  world ;  those 
talents  he  has  at  all  times,  and  on  all  occasioat, 
exercised  in  support  of  the  civil  and  politico 
liberties  of  his  fellow-citizenst  for  which  he  ts 
pre-eminently  entitled  to  their  regard  and  esteco, 
and  as  one  of  them  I  am  free  to  ackoowledp 
that  I  always  have,  and  do  oow  entertaia  lor 
him,  the  greatest  reverence  and  respect. 

But  notwithstanding  these  sentiments,  I  bare 
not  the  folly  to  suppose  him  infallible,  nor  bare 
I  the  hypocrisy  to  applaud  what  my  iudgineot 
condemns;  although  I  am  satisfied  that  tboie 
measures .  {^rew  out  of  the  best  intention  and 
purest  motives,  yet  I  never  had  confidence  in  their 
utility ;  I  always  thought  them  too  weak  and  in* 
efficient  to  answer  the  intended  purpose,  and  be- 
lieved them  to  operate  more  severely  w  injo- 
riously  upon  ourselves  than  upon  those  nations 
by  whom  we  were  oppressed. 

Sir,  there  appears  to  be  a  deficiency  in  the  re?- 
enue  of  the  present  year  to  the  amount  of  three 
millions  of  dollars,  to  provide  for  whieh, did! 
think  tiie  fund  required  could  not  be  procored 
in  another  way  more  convenient  and  less  dis- 
tressing to  the  people,  and  did  I  also  suppose  that 
the  duties  would  be  received  in  time  to  meet  the 
present  demands  on  Government,  I  would  most 
cheerfully  vote  for  the  measure  under  considera- 
tion. But  if  the  duty  is  laid  in  the  way  contem- 
plated by  the  bill ;  to  be  collected  in  the  same 
manner,  and  imder  the  regulations  as  to  the  mode 
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of  secority  and  trrne  of  payment,  respectircly, 
as  tfare  duties  heretofore  laid,  it  is  clear  that  they 
will  Dot  be  received  in  time  to  answer  the  in- 
tended purpose ;  and  in  this  opinion  I  am  sup- 
ported by  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  7ih  of  December  last,  which 
says,  page  7 : 

^ItfbUdws  that  unless  the  aggregate  of  the  expen- 
ses for  the  Military  and  NaTal  Establiahments  should 
be  redticed  to  about  three  millions  of  dollan,  a  loan 
wHl  be  neccitary  to  make  up  the  deficiency.  That 
•titte  of  ^e  Tr^ury  had  been  anticipated,  and  for 
th«t  Tteason  an  increase  of  duties  had  been  re»pectfolly 
submitted  in  the  last  annual  report.  But  should  that 
I  be  now  adopted,  it  would  not  on  a($count  of 

!  terms  of  credk  allowed  for  the  payment  of  duties 
de  the  neosiiity  of  a  loan  for  the  service  of 
1810,  eommensurate  with  the  extent  of  those 
•stsbKshments,  and  with  the  appropriations  which 
Bay  \m  made  for  their  support  by  Cdogress ;  no  pre- 
cise  sum  is  suggested^  since  this  mtist  Tary  according  to 
the  pluM  which  may  be  adopted  in  relation  to  foreign 
■ationsy  and  wiU  particularly  depend  on  the  decision 
of  war  or  tp^» 

**  It  is  sufficient  to  state  that  if  the  actual  expendi- 
ture of  the  year  1810  for  all .  military  and  naval  pur- 
Sies  should  be  estimated  at  the  same  sum  which  was 
bnrsed  by  the  Treasury  for  those  objects  during  the 
year  ending  On  the  30th  of  September,  1809,  and  ex- 
ceeding as  above  stated  six  millions  of  doUarSy  the  de- 
ficiency according  to  the  preceding  estimates  would 
amount  to  three  millions  of  dollars,  on  which  supposi- 
tion it  vrOnUL  seem  prudent,  in  order  to  provide  against 
any  defieiency  in  the  receipts  b^ond  what  has  been 
estiinated,  to  authorize  a  loan  of  four  minions  of  dol- 
lavs." 

Tften,  sir,  if  the  duties  cannot  be  eoHected  In 
thtfe  to  answer  the  present  eit^ncies  of  Govern- 
ment, they  need  not  be  imposed  at  all,  as  they 
wiH  not  be  wanted  in  the  year  1811.  provided  w« 
fedtree  the  Army  and  Navy  down  to  a  Peace 
Establishment;  for  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury ealeotates  opon  the  receipt  oi  ten  millions  of 
dolhtrs  in  the  Treasury  this  year.  If  the  same 
stim  is  received  in  the  y«ar  1811,  and  all  hi^  cal- 
<iu!atidii^  are  made  under  that  impression,  it  wilt 
be  sofflcient  to  ansh^rer  all  the  pOrposes  of  Gov- 
0mta«m,  as  the  expenses  df  that  year,  exclusive 
of  th«  interest  on  the  eonremplated  loan  of  four 
mlllimi  of  dollars,  according  to  his  report,  calcu- 
lated on  the  before-mentioned  reduction,  will  not 
extttd  #9,960,000,  and  annually  after,  the  year 
will  only  amount  to  $8,100,000;  from'  which  It 
evidently  appears,  (hat  we  «hall  only  need  during 
the  year  1811,  beyond  the  rcTCnUe,  a  sum  suffi* 
eient  to  discharge  the  interest  of  the  loan,  and 
within  three  years  after  that  time,  admitting  that 
the  annual  revenue  does  not  exceed  ten  muliotts 
of  dollars,  the  difference  between  the  receipts  in 
(he  Tfeasary  and  the  expenditures  will  be  more 
than  sufllcient  to  discharge  the  sum  borrowed, 
together  with  the  interest  thereon. 

Sir,  I  should  be  glad  to  know  who  recom- 
mended these  additional  duties.  It  was  not  done 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  he  express- 
ly says,  page  8  of  the  same  report:  "  If  war 
*  Aoulu  not  be  resorted  to,  it  does  not  appear  re- , 


*  quislte,  unless  Congress  should  resolve  on  a  per- 

*  manent  increase  of  the  Military  and  Naval  Es- 
'  tablishments  in  time  of  peace,  to  lay  at  present 
'  any  additional  duties  beyond  a  mere  continu- 

*  ance  of  the  Mediterranean  fund." 

Now,  sir,  I  think  a  majority  of  Conffress  are 
not  disposed  to  declare  war,  and  as  the  Adminis-  , 
tration  do  not  wish  it,  in  which  last  assertion,  so 
far  as  respects  Great  Britain,  I  am  supported  by 
a  letter  or  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  British 
Minister  relative  to  his  dismissal,  which  con« 
clades  with  these  words :  "  In  the  meantime  a 
ready  attention  will  be  given  to  any  communi- 
cations affectiOg  the  interest  of  the  two  nations 
(hrough  any  other  channel ;"  and  I  am  likewise 
further  supported  in  the  assertion  by  another  let- 
ter of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  our  Minister  res- 
ident in  London,  which,  after  instructing  him  to 
require  the  recall  of  Jackson,  thus  concludes: 
"  You  are  particularly  instructed,  at  the  same 

*  time,  in  ttiaking  those  communications,  to  do  it 

*  in  a  manner  that  will  leave  no  doubt  of  the  un- 
'  diminished  desire  of  the  United  States  to  unite 

*  in  all  the  means  the  best  calculated  to  establish 
'  the  relations  of  the  two  countries  on  the  solid 

*  foundation  of  justice,  of  friendship,  and  of  mu- 

*  tual  interest."  Under  these  impressions  lam 
clearly  of  opinion  we  ought  Immediately  to  re- 
lieve the  country  from  these  expensive  War  Es- 
tablishments, and  at  the  same  time  abandon  the 
present  useless  commercial  restrictive  system, 
and  adopt  others,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  protest  and 
resistance  against  the  unjust,  inequitable,  and 
abominable  orders  and  decrees  of  France  and 
England,  respectively,  but  in  a  way,  however, 
that  will  not  materially  affect  the  interest  of  onr 
citizens  or  destroy  the  revenue;  with  that  view 
I  voted  for  the  bill  introduced  by  the  Committee 
on  Foreign  Relations,  which  was  rejected,  and  I 
am  now  willing  to  vote  for  the  One  lately  intro- 
duced by  the  same  committee,  both  of  which  I 
understand  and  believe  to  be  Administration 
measures. 

Let  us,  then,  agreeably  to  the  request  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  authorize  a  loan  of 
four  millions  of  dollars,  or  more  if  necessary,  in 
order  to  meet  the  expenses  of  Government  the  / 
present  year,  and  to  pay  the  interest  of  that  loan 
until  the  year  1812;  and  let  us  also  improve  the 
hint  that  he  has  so  wisely  given  Us  to  reduce  the 
Army  and  Navy,  unless  we  are  determined  on 
war,  down  to  a  Peace  Establishment,  the  expense 
of  which,  according  to  the  same  report,  from  1802 
to  1807,  inclusive,  only  amounted  to  $2,500,000 
annually.  By  pursuing  this  course  we  shall  save 
this  year  at  least  one  and  a  half  million  of  dol- 
lars, which,  of  course,  will  reduce  the  deficiency 
before  mentioned  frotn  three  millions  to  one  mil- 
lion ^ve  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  will  save 
annually  hereafter  upwards  of  three  millions. 

But,  sir,  I  presume  there  is  but  little  occasion 
to  enter  into  any  calculations,  in  order  to  show 
that  these  additional  duties  will  not  be  wanted, 
for  if  We  either  take  off  the  existing  commercial 
restrictions  at  this  time,  or  suffer  them  to  expire 
at  the  end  of  the  session  by  their  own  limitation, 
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I  see  no  reasoa  why  our  Treasury  will  not  be 
replenished  with  specie.  I  really  believe,  if  we 
pursue  this  course,  we  shall  again  be  in  the  annu- 
al receipt  of  sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  which 
will  be  much  more  than  sufficient  to  answer  all 
the  purposes  of  GoYernment,  and  indubitably 
will  supersede  the  necessity  of  any  additional 
duty. 

IBefore  I  leave  this  point  I  will  beg  leave  to  re- 
marlt,  that  we  have  passed  in  this  House  ^  bill 
to  raise  one  hundred  thousand  militia,  the  whole 
of  which  detachment  may  be  volunteers,  vi^o 
when  enlisted  are  liable  to  be  called  into  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  anywhere  out  of  its 
jurisdiction  not  beyond  sea.  Should  this  bill  re- 
ceive the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  these  troops 
will  be  a  good  substitute  for  a  part  of  the  stand- 
ing army,  and  furnishes  one  of  the  best  reasons 
why  it  ought  to  be  reduced. 

With  respect  to  the  reason  that  the  additional 
duties  will  encourage  our  manufactures,  let  us 
inquire  whether  it  is  sound  policy  and  consistent 
with  the  true  interest  of  the  United  Slates  for  us 
to  tax  the  agriculturists  and  other  consumers  for 
the  benefit  of  manufacturers. 

I  will  admit,  sir,  that  manufactories  are  really 
necessary,  but  the  question  is  shall  we  have  them 
h^re  by  taxing  other  classes  of  society  for  that 
purpose,  or  on  the  other  side  of  the  Atlantic 
without  taxation.  I  have  always  been  of  the 
opinion  that  regulations  of  a  Qovernment  which 
divert  labor  from  its  usual  and  ordinary  channel 
is  an  injury  to  individuals  and  a  manifest  loss  to 
the  nation,  and  ou^ht  never  to  be  done  without 
an  absolute  necessity  for  it;  for  I  am  satisfied  that 
the  people  in  all  countries  understand  their  own 
interest  best,  and  when  left  unshackled  by  their 
Government,  pursue  that  kind  of  business  which 
yields  to  them  the  most  clear  profit. 

In  the  United  States  thev  nave  a  predilection 
for,  and  pursue  agricultural  rather  than  man ii- 
facturing  business,  the  reason  of  which  is  obvi- 
ous. We  have  large  and  extensive  tracts  of 
waste  knd,  which  requires  a  less  capital  to  pur- 
chase any  given  quantity  than  it  does  in  the  Eu- 
ropean countries,  where  there  is  such  a  vast  dis- 
proportion between  this  land,and  their  overgrown 
population.  It,  therefore,  requires  less  of  the  an- 
nual produce  of  the  soil  to  repay  the  owner  for 
the  use  of  his  money  expended  in  the  purchase 
than  it  does  there,  and  ot  course  his  annual  prof- 
its are  greater,  which  enables  him  to  compete 
with  them  in  the  products  of  our  lands,  even  m 
their  own  markets,  under  all  disadvantages  of 
freiffht,  insurance,  and  other  expenses,  and  also 
enables  him  to  give  a  higher  pric.e  for  labor.  His 
profits  are  greater  than  the  profits  of  manufac- 
turing employments  even  under  all  advantages 
arising  from  the  transportation  of  the  raw  mate- 
rials to  the  foreign  country,  together  with  the 
additional  expense  of  freight,  insurance,  and  a 
duty  of  from  15  to  20  per  cent,  on  the  importa- 
tion of  the  manufactured  articles,  and  this  is 
owing  altogether  to  the  high  price  of  labor  pro* 
ceeding  from  the  cause  already  mentioned. 
But,  sir,  if  this  reasoning  is  not  sound ;  if  the 


hi^h  price  of  labor  in  the  United  States  io  re- 
ality is  no  impediment  to  the  prosperity  of  the 
manufactures,  and  it  does  not  prevent  our  mana- 
facturers  from  entering  into  competition  with  the 
Europeans,  then  it  follows  of  course  that  they 
need  no  encouragement  from  Government,  and 
the  additional  duties  therefor  ought  not  to  belaid 
for  that  purpose.  I  am^  however,  firmly  persui- 
ded  that  the  reasoning  is  perfectly  correct,  aadu 
a  strong  proof  of  it,  I  will  refer  the  Committee 
to  the  petitions  from  that  class  of  people  with 
which  Congress  is  overwhelmed  every  session, 
praying  for  protecting  duties,  of  which  descrip- 
tion we  find  none  from  the  agriculturists. 

Sir,  I  firmly  believe  that  we  shall  never  be 
able  to  manufkcture  in  this  country  as  cheap  u 
thev  do  in  Europe,  until  we  are  almost  as  tbieklf 
settled,  and  consequently  nearlv  as  miserable  u 
they  are,  which  state  of  things  I  have  no  wish  to 
see.  Why,  then,  ask  of  us  to  forego  the  adnn- 
tages  which  we  have  now  over  the  nations  of 
Europe,  and  which  we  cannot  expect  always  to 
possess?  Why  by  your  regulations  turn  the 
people  from  agricultural,  the  most  profitable  em- 
ployment, to  manufacturing  pursuits,  when  it  will 
so  obviously  result  in  the  injury,  of  that  part  of 
the  community,  and  ultfmately  in  the  depression 
of  the  growing  prosperit^r  of  our  country? 

If  we  can  afford  to  give  a  higher  price  for 
labor  when  we  cultivate  the  earth  than  when  we 
manufacture,  we  ought  to  continue  to  cultirate 
and  purchase  manufactured  articles  of  thosewhose 
miserable  and  unenviable  situation  compels  them 
to  work  cheaper  than  we  can  afford  to  do 
ourselves.  In  this  view  of  the  subject,  it  surely 
then  is  bad  policy  to  encourage  manufactures  by 
taxing  the  agriculturists  for  that  purpose;  and 
that  the  measure  under  consideration,  if  carried, 
will  practically  operate  as  a  tax  upon  them,  there 
can  be  no  doubt  whatsoever,  for  every  one  koows 
that  all  imported  articles  must  necessarily  be 
raised  five  per  cent,  to  reimburse  the  importer 
for  the  additional  duties  paid  by  him,  upon  whieb 
the  home  manufacturer,  according  to  costoo, 
will  raise  the  price  of  his  articles  up  to  the  lowest 
price  the  importer  can  afford  to  sell  for.  It  then 
follows,  of  course,  that  the  agriculturist  will  piy 
into  the  pocket  of  the  home  manufacturer  fiTC 
per  cent,  on  all  home  manufactured  articles  wbieh 
he  purchases. 

Now,  I  think  it  radically  wrong  for  a  Govern- 
ment, by  its  regulations,  to  tax  one  ckss  of  citi- 
zens for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  another,  or  to 
divert  labor  from  a  more  to  a  less  profitable  eoh 
ployment,  unless  some  great  national  benefit  ana 
advantage  is  to  be  reaped  from  it.  Will  it  maw 
us  more  independent?  I  think,  sir,  when  that 
position  is  minutely  examined,  we  shall  discofer 
that  much  is  not  to  be  gained  by  the  measure  on 
that  score,  for  I  am  satisfied  that  the  ^^^^fr' 
nations,  generally,  in  the  present  state  «  w 
world,  are  as  dependent  upon  us  as  we  are  upo 
them  5  and  with  respect  to  Great  Britain.  1  lD»n^ 
her  more  so,  and  all  of  our  restrictive  me**"^ 
for  several  years  past  have  been  predicated  op 
that  idea;  we  can  both  raise  the  raw  materiai»» 
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and  manufacture  them  also,  when  necessity  re- 
quires ;  she,  on  her  part,  can  manufacture,  but 
not  grow  the  materials  in  sufficient  quantities. 
If,  then,  the  measure  is  to  hare  any  effect,  it  will 
serve  to  make  that  nation  independent  ot  us,  by 
forcing  her  to  find  a  new  market  for  her  manu- 
factures, which  will  be  able  to  supply  her  in  re- 
turn with  raw  materials,  from  which  1  conclude, 
on  the  ground  of  independence,  we  should  sus- 
tain a  loss  by  the  measure.  But  indeed  it  appears 
to  me  altogether  absurd  and  farcical,  to  think  of 
ever  becoming  completely  independent  of  other 
nations ;  a  certain  |mrt  of  our  produce,  which  I 
will  describe^  hereafter,  must  absolutely  be  ex- 
ported for  a  market ;  if  we  take  the  produce  or 
specie  of  other  nations  in  return  for  it,  we  shall 
be  equally  as  dependent  upon  them  for  those 
things  as  if  we  took  their  manufacturet^ 

But  some  gentlemen  suppose  tbat  it  will  pre- 
vent us  from  gettine  into  contest  with  the  bel- 
ligerent Powers  of  Europe.  This  opinion  surely 
has  not  been  well  considered.  Do  they  mean  to 
cut  off  all  foreign  trade  whatever?  If  this  is 
their  intention,  f  would  ask  what  is  to  be  done 
with  the  surplus  produce  beyond  what  is  con- 
sumed within  the  United  States?  Do  they  in- 
tend it  to  rot  on  our  hands  ?  What  is  to  be  done 
with  the  tobacco  ?  Are  we  to  chew,  smoke^  and 
snuff  it  all  ourselves,  or  is  the  cultivation  of  it  to 
be  abandoned,  and  grain,  cotton,  and  other  arti- 
cles, cultivated  in  lieu  of  it  ?  I  would  ask  what 
then  is  to  be  dODe  with  the  surplus  of  those 
articles?  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  large 
quantity  of  timber  growing  in  our  forests,  which 
constitutes  the  chief  value  of  certain  kinds  of 
land  ?  What  is  to  be  done  with  our  naval  stores? 
The  whole  of  these  articles  cannot  be  used 
amoof  us,  we  must  find  a  market  for  them 
abroad,  or  suffer  them  to  perish  on  our  hands.  If 
they  are  to  be  exported  for  a  market,  then,  sir, 
this  object  for  which  we  are  to  encourage  manu- 
factures will  not  be  obtained  by  the  measure,  and 
therefore  is  no  reason  for  adopting  it. 

Others  again  think  tbat  we  shall  be  enabled, 
by  encouraging  manufactures,  to  supply  ourselves 
with,  certain  articles  essential  to  our  well  being 
in  time  of  war,  which  could  not  be  procured  with- 
out encouragement.  In  this  opinion  there  ap 
pears  to  be  some  reason,  and  if  gentlemen  will 
point  out  what  those  articles  are,  and  demon- 
strate to  my  satisfaction  that,  without  further  as- 
sistance from  Government,  they  cannot  be  man- 
ufactured within  the  Unit^  States,  I  would  have 
no  objection  to  raise  the  duty  on  them ;  but  to 
raise  it  generally  on  all  articles,  or  on  anv  but 
those  alluded  to,  will  be  granting  a  kind  of  mo- 
nopoly in  the  home  nuirket  to  the  manufacturing 
interest,  manifestly  injurious  and  oppressive  to 
every  other  class  of  people,  too  unjust  and  inequi- 
table for  me  to  sanction. 

But,  it  is  said,  that  when,  by  encouragement, 
the  manufactories  get  into  operation,  they  will 
be  able  to  make  out  without  this  aid  from  Gov- 
ernment, and  that  the  duties  may  be  taken  off. 
Sir,  I  have  no  faith  in  this  doctrine.  It  may 
terve  to  amuse  and  deceive,  but  never  will  be  re- 


alized. Once  raise  the  duties,  and  common  ex- 
perience will  teach  you  that  it  is  almost  impossi- 
ole  to  remove  them;  and  as  a  proof  of  the  cor- 
rectness of  this  sentiment,  1  will  refer  you  to 
Adam  Smith,  whose  Government  has  ^one  upon 
this  miserable  encouraging  principle,  with  which 
we  seem  to  be  at  present  so  much  enamored.  He 
says,  vol.  1,  page  361 : 

<*  To  expect,  indeed,  that  the  freedom  of  trade  should 
ever  be  entirely  restoreid  in  Britain, is  as  absurd  as  to  ex- 
pect that  an  Oceana  or  Utopia  should  ever  be  established 
in  it.  Not  only  the  prejudices  of  the  public,  but  what  is 
much  more  unconquerable,  the  private  interests  of  many 
individuals  irresistibly  oppose  it.  Were  the  officers  of 
the  Army  to  oppose  with  the  same  zeal  and  unanimity 
any  reduction  in  the  number  of  forces  with  which  mas- 
ter manu&cturers  set  themselves  against  every  law 
that  is  likely  to  increase  the  number  of  their  rivals  in 
Uie  home  market ;  were  the  former  to  animate  their 
soldiers  in  the  same  manner  as  the  latter  inflame  their 
workmen,  to  attack  v?ith  violence  and  outrage  the  pro- 
posers of  any  such  regulation,  to  attempt  to  reduce 
the  Army  v?ou]d  be  as  dangerous  as  it  has  now  become 
to  attempt  to  diminish  in  any  respect  the  monopoly 
v?hich  our  manufacturers  have  obtained  against  us. 
This  monopoly  has  so  much  increased  the  number  of 
some  particular  tribes  of  them,  that  like  an  overgrown 
standing  army,  they  have  become  formidable  to  the 
Government,  and  upon  many  occasions  intimidate  the 
Legislature.  The  member  of  Parliament  who  sup- 
ports every  propo^  for  strength^ing  this  monopoly, 
is  sure  to  acquire  not  only  the  reputation  of  under- 
standing trade,  but  great  popularity  and  influence, 
with  an  order  of  men  whose  number  and  wealth  ren- 
ders them  of  great  importance.  If  he  opposes  them, 
on  the  contrary,  and  still  more  if  he  has  authority' 
enough  to  be  able  to  thwart  them,  neither  the  most 
acknowledged  probity,  nor  the  highest  rank,  nor  the 
greatest  public  services,  can  protect  him  from  the  most 
infamous  abuse  and  detraction,  from  personal  insults, 
nor  sometimes  from  real  danger,  arising  from  the  inso- 
lent outrage  of  furious  and  disappointed  monopolists.*^ 

If  this  is  the  case  under  the  tyrannical  Gov- 
ernment of  Great  Britain,  where  the  people,  with 
respect  to  their  liberties^  are  but  little  better  off 
than  slaves,  what  will  it  ultimately  come  to  in 
the  United  States  if  we  pursue  this  principle, 
where  every  man  is  a  sovereign,  and  every  part 
of  our  Government  elective?  But  I  need  not 
travel  so  far.  from  home  to  prove  that  when  bur- 
dens are  once  put  upon  the  people  thev  are  not 
easily  taken  oft,  I  would  refer  you  to  the  Medi- 
terranean fund,  which  was  laid  in  1803  for  the 
purpose  of  prosecuting  the  war  against  Tripoli. 
Tet  although  this  war  has  long  since  ended,  the 
duty  has  nevertheless  been  from  time  to  time 
continued,  and  we  are  now  again  called  upon  to 
continue  it  longer.  Sir,  make  the  attempt  when- 
ever you  will,  to  take  off  the  duties,  and  yon  will 
find  your  table  overwhelmed  with  petitions  from 
this  class  of  people,  complaining  that  by  your 
measures  you  had  encouraged  them  to  embark 
their  fortunes  in  those  establishments,  and  now 
by  your  fickle  wavering  notions  of  legislation 
you  are  about  to  adopt  measures  which  inevitably 
wt>uld  terminate  in  their  utter  ruin. 

It  is,  however,  supposed  by  some  gentlemen 
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that  the  agricultural  interests  wouM  sustain  no 
loss  by  additional  dtities,  as  they  won)d  afford  an 
inducement  for  t>art  of  the  agriculturists  to  with- 
draw their  capital  from  those  pursuits,  and  toin- 
rest  it  in  manufacturing  establish  meats,  which 
would  create  a  scarcity  of  agricultural  products 
in  the  same  market,  and  of  course  raise  the  price 
thereof  sufficiently  to  reimburse  them  for  the  ad- 
diUonal  tax.  Sir,  when  this  position  is  examined 
3fou  will  find  it  altogether  unsound  and  decep- 
tive. Should  we  by  this  regulation  draw  off  part 
•f  the  agriculturists  and  set  tbemto  maDufacUir- 
nig,  it  is  dear  tlmt  the  remainder  would  find  in 
them  new  customers  for  the  purchase  of  tbetr 
nrodoee;  but  it  is  equally  clear  that  tb«y  would 
foseas  many  of  their  Evropean  eu«tomertwhioh 
the^  had  before  been  in  the  habit  of  supplfing; 
for  It  is  really  absurd  to  suppose  that  those  who 
have  hitherto  manufactured  for  us,  and  taken  our 
raw  materials  in  return,  will  continue  to  purchase 
those  articles  of  us  after  we  manufacture  for  our- 
selves. Such  a  state  of  things  coUld  not  and 
would  not  exist ;  they  will  either  find  new  con- 
sumers for  their  manufactures  who  can  supply 
them  in  return  with  the  products  of  the  soil,  or 
they  will  emigrate  to  new  countries,  in  order  to 
ouUivate  the  earth  for  themselves.  In  either 
ease  the  price  of  our  produce  will  not  aQ4  can- 
Bot  be  dnnanced. 

.  Indeed  I  really  wish  to  see  the  mantifhcxurlag 
interests  of  this  country  flourish,  if  they  can  do 
to  by  the  encoirragen>ent  received  from  the  ddties 
liaid  for  the  purposes  of  revenue.  But  if  there  is 
no  great  national  benefit  to  result  from  a  further 
encouragement,  why  should  I  tax  mv  constitu- 
ents, who  are  agriculturists,  for  the  exclusive  ben- 
efit of  those  of  other  gentlemen  ?  It  is  unreason- 
able and  ungenerous  to  ask  it,  and  what  I  never 
will  assent  to,  unless  there  are  better  reasons  for 
it  than  what  exist  at  this  time.  I  am,  therefore, 
decidedly  against  filling  up  the  blank  with  five 
per  cent,  agreeably  to  the  motion  now  under  con- 
sideration. 

A  motion  was  made  for  the  Committee  to  rise, 
which  was  negatived,Mr.  Johnson  having  spoken 
against  it. 

Mr.  BuRWBLL  said  it  was  not  his  intention  to 
detain  tha  Committee  on  this  question.  He  was 
rerv  glad  that  they  had  decided  not  to  rise.  It 
had  been  properly  remarked  by  his  friend  from 
Kentucky,  (Mr.  Johnson,)  that  there  were  many 
important  questions  to  be  decided,  and  that  with- 
in a  very  short  period  of  time,  before  Congress 
rose.  1  shall  (said  Mr.  B.)  certainly  vote  to  re- 
duce the  Army  of  the  United  States;  and  if  the 
House  should  decide  that  it  will  not  employ  the 
Navy  of  the  United  States  in  the  protection  of 
commerce,  I  shall  certainly  vote  also  to  reduce  the 
Naval  Establishment.  I  am  perfectly  convinced 
that  the  circumstances  under  which  I  voted  for 
the  increase  of  the  Army  and  Navy  have  passed 
away ;  and  as  our  revenue  has  diminished,  I  shall 
vote  for  a  reduction  of  our  expenses. 

On  the  subject  of  raising  the  duties,  it  appears 
to  me  that  a  single  question  preaenu  iUelf,  and 


that  is,  whether  tb€  duties  as  proposed  to  be  ang- 
mented  render  the  danger  of  smuggiing  so  great 
as  to  diraiaish  instead  of  increasing  oor  revenue, 
and  defeat  the  object,  by  so  far  reducing  the  eon- 
sumption  as  to  reduce  the  aggregate  amount  of 
revenue  ?  For  my  owft  part,  in  voting  for  an 
augomentation  of  duties,  I  feel  no  hesitation  in 
declaring  that  I  have  not  in  view  the  encoaragB- 
ment  of  manufactaresb  J  shall  vote  for  it  because 
it  appears  to  me  th«  most  eligible  mode  of  increas- 
ing revenue.  It  inoreases  patronage  less ;  and  ta 
fact,  from  ^perience,  is  the  most  certain  and 
oheap  mode  of  eoUeeting  revenue  for  the  public 
service.  For  my  own  part  I  think  the  present 
situation  of  this  country  and  EuMtpe  aresufflcieit 
pledges  that  manufaetures  will  progress  as  far  as 
they  ought  to  do  in  the  United  States.  I  am  very 
far  from  wishing  that  this  should  become  a  oann- 
fftotupiag  country ;  it  will  not  benefit  the  cooofrf 
in  which  1  live ;  and  I  believe  that  if  the  Qovem- 
ment  adopts  measure9  to  fester  manofaciares, 
the- expense  will  fall  on  the  Souihern  country 
and  the  benefit  exclusively  on  the  Northern  coaa- 
try.  At  the  same  tioae,  nr,  it  would  give  me 
pleasure  to  see  Branufactured  within  the  Unittd 
States  all  those  articles  which  are  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  convenience  and  happiness,  and  to  see 
the  country  iu  that  way  to  a  certain  exceatiwle- 
peodent  of  any  nation  in  the  world  for  the  neces- 
saries of  life. 

From  the  stateanent  made  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  as  far  as  I  oould  understand  it,  it 
appears  to  me  that  if  we  succeed  in  Feduoin|f  tie 
Army  and  Navy,  there  would  still  b«  a  deficiency 
in  the  revenue  during  the  present  year,  amevnt- 
ing  to  one  and  a  half  or  two  millions ;  and  that, 
should  the  expenses  remain  as  they  are  now,  there 
will  be  a  deficiency  of  three  miMioos.  If  this  be 
the  faet,  and  the  deficieqcy  is  proposed  to  be  met 
by  a  loan,  it  is  nothing  but  fair  that  we  shoaM 
at  the  same  tiow  provide  the  means  of  redeeming 
the  loan  at  the  expiration  of  that  year,  or  of  ply- 
ing an  amount  of  debt  equal  to  it.  It  we  go  on 
in  that  way,  so  fiir  as  the  operation  of  measuies 
is  to  test  the  wisdom  of  those  measures,  it  is  pre- 
senting th^  question  fairly  and  in  the  most  anez- 
ceptionable  point  of  view,  and  the  people  will  be 
prepared  to  judge  whether  or  not  our  HMasarcs, 
are  such  as  to  require  their  opposition. 

In  discussing  this  question,  we  should  bear  ii 
mind  that  altk>ugh  we  determine  to  radacetb^ 
Army  and  Navy,  it  will  reouire  the  ^oneurreaee 
of  tne  other  branch  of  the  Government  before  a 
reduction  can  tate  place.  If  the  question  be  post- 
poned, Government  will  be  placed  in  the  most 
awkward  situation  imaginable ;  because  it  will 
have  aiithorized  expenses  without  providing  the 
means  to  meet  them.  It  has  been  shown  to  mj 
satisfaction  that  the  increase  of  duty  proposed  is 
not  so  great  as  to  be  detrimenul  to  the  reveooe. 
Whether  the  Senate  concur  in  the  retrenchment 
or  not,  I  would  on  that  ground  vote  for  an  aug' 
mentation  of  the  revenue  ;  althou|rh,  if  the  pro- 
position to  reduce  the  Army  and  Navy  succeed, 
revenue  will  be  unnecessary,  because  in  that  case 
at  the  commeneement  of  the  next  session  of  Con- 
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grmm  ikmm  woold  be  noney  id  the  Treasary  at 
the  disposal  of  Gk)veniiQent. 

I  coafess,  sir,  that  h  would  gtre  me  pteasare  to 
see  both  questions,  of  raising  revenue  and  reducing 
expenses,  decided  this  evening.  I  wish  to  know 
what  is  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the  subject  of 
the  Army  and  Navy ;  for  nothing  can  be  more 
clear  to  the  comprehension  of  any  person  than 
that,  if  we  never  mean  to  use  our  Navy,  we  should 
put  an  ei^  to  the  great  expenditure  for  those  ob- 
jects. I  Ibar  that  even  in  the  present  infant  sit* 
uation  of  the  country,  we  have  less  control  oFer 
the  expeaditure  of  our  public  money  tl^m  any 
other  aatlon  in  the  world.  I  judge  so  f^om  the 
invariable  prosperity  of  those  who  hold  offices  ioi 
the  commanity,  from  the  avidity  with  which 
their  deaths  or  resignations  are  watched  for  and 
ofiSc;es  sought  after.  I  do  believe  that  there  never 
way  an  Administration  more  disposed  to  act  hon- 
estly with  the  public  purse  and  correct  dilapida- 
tions and  abases  than  thepresent ;  but,  with  all  the 
sagacity  of  our  officers  of  the  Treasury,  even  un- 
der oar  very  noses  immense  sums  are  dilapidated 
and  misapplied.  It  strikes  me  as  a  matter  of  as* 
tonishment,  when  I. compare  our  actual  force  by 
laud  and  water,  our  means  of  defence  and  aanoy- 
ance,  and  the  expense  of  those  means,  with  the 
naval  and  military  establishment  of  any  other 
Government;  and,  when  I  see  the  monstrous  dis* 
proportion  against  us,  the  conclusion  irresistibly 
forces  itself  upon  my  mind  that  there  is  a  want 
of  economy  somewhere. 

Whilst  I  am  up.  I  will  beg  leave  to  say,  that 
so  far  from  coasidering  the  country  in  a  deplora- 
ble situation,  as  my  colleague  ^Mr.  Ramdolph) 
has  represented  it,  I  think  that  in  many  points  of 
view  we  have  every  reason  to  congratulate  our- 
selves. It  is  a  singular  phenomenon  to  see  any 
nation  enjoying  peace  at  this  time.  This  exemp- 
tion from  the  general  lot  claims  the  gratitude  of 
every  man  in  the  country.  80  far  as  I  am  con- 
ecmed  in  the  affairs  of  the  nation,  I  have  but  a 
single  objeet  in  view,  riz :  to  preserve  peace,  and 
my  roles  aie  predicated  on  that  ground.  All  tli^ 
deimngenent  of  oor  financial  concerns  flows  from 
Um  measnres adopted  tosare  ns  from  that  gulf 
of  misery  which  has  involved  all  the  rest  of  the 
world.  I  ennnot  but  beHeve,  notwithstanding  the 
eoOTse  which  we  have  taken  has  produced  a  great 
deal  of  indiridnal  injnry,  that  we  are  indebted  to 
that  coarse  for  a  most  material  change  in  the 
syataoa  of  the  belliserents  towards  ns.  ft  is  a  ftLCt 
whieh  cannot  be  disguised  that  the  most  obiec- 
tiooable  part  of  the  system  of  Ckeat  Britain  (than 
snbmtasiun  to  which  national  ruin  would  Hot  have 
been  a  greater  eril)  is  given  up — I  mean  the  col- 
onial featnre  of  the  orders  ot  November.  1807. 
80  far  from  kaTtng  eanse  to  feel  ourselves  de- 
graded, we  have  every  reason  to  triumph;  for 
Qreat  Britain  has  given  np  the  principle  which 
wonid  have  gone  to  the  destruction  of  onr  rights 
and  blotted  ns  from  the  map  of  independent  na- 


Tha  Committee  rose  and  the  House  adjourned 
without  eoming  to  a  decision  on  this  question  be- 
fbreiliem. 

IlthCoK.ISdSBss.— 69 


MoiiDAT,  April  16. 

Mr.  Moaaow,  fVom  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands,  presented  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Rich- 
ard Tervin,  Edwin  Lewis.  Samuel  Mims,  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Salem  Meeting-house,  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  and  Joseph  Wilson  ;  which 
was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ''An  act 
to  erect  a  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  Scituate 
harbor,  a  stone  column  on  a  spit  of  land  at  the 
entrance  into  Boston  harbor,  and  av  beacon  on 
Beach  Point,  near  Plymouth  harbor,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts ;  a  light  at  the  entrance  of 
Bayou  St.  John,  into  Lake  Pontehartrain ;  and 
tWo  lights  on  Lske  Brie,"  was  read  twice,  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  to 
whom  is  committed  the  bill  of  this  House,  to 
erect  a  light-hou^e  at  the  entrance  of  Scituate 
harbor,  a  stone  column  on  a  spit  of  land  at  the 
entrance  into  Boston  harbor,  and  a  beacon  on 
Beach  Point,  near  Plymoath  harbor,  in  the  State 
of  Massachusetts ;  and  a  lig^ht  at  the  entrance  of 
Bayou  St.  John,  into  Lake  Pontehartrain. 

Mr.  TAYi^OR,  from  the  commit  tee  appointed  on 
the  petition  of  John  Calhoun,  presented  a  bill  for 
the  relief  of  John  Calhoun ;  which  was  read 
twiee^  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  to-morrow. 

Mr.  T.  also  made  a  detailed  report  relating  to 
the  case  of  the  said  John  Calhoun. 

A  A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Honse 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^An 
act  for  the  establishment  of  the  Ctuartermaster'a 
Department ;''  they  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled 
"An  act  to  examine  into  the  title  of  the  battnre 
in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary,"  with  amend- 
ments; also,  the  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  amend 
an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the  establishment  of 
a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  county  of  Alexan- 
dria, in  the  District  of  Columbia,"  with  amend- 
ments ;  to  which  bill  and  amendments  they  de- 
sire the  concurrence  of  this  House.  The  Senate 
agree  to  the  cpnfereoce  proposed  by  this  House 
on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on 
the  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill, 
entitled  ''An  act  regulating  the  Post  Office  £s- 
tablishmant ;''  and  have  appointed  managers  at 
the  said  eonference. , 

The  bill  "fixing' the  compensation  of  Ministers 
and  Consuls  of  the  United  State?  residing  on  the 
Barbstry  coast,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read 
a  third  time. 

Mr.  BuRWCLif  inquired  whether  the  bill  con^ 
tained  a  provision  making^  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate  necessary  in  the  appointment  of 
Navy  agents. 

The  Spbakbr  said  there  was  no  sdch  provis- 
ion  in  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bubwell,  the  bill  was  re- 
committed to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Potter,  the  bill  allowing 
drawback  00  goods  transported  by  land  from  New- 
port to  Boston  and  from  Boston  to  Newport,  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  transported  coastwise,  waa 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 
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CLAIM  OF  HENRY  MALCOLM. 

Mr.  FisK,  from  the  committee  appointed  -on 
the  petition  of  Henry  Malcolm,  made  a  report 
thereon;   which  was  read,  and   the  .resolution 
therein  contained  concurred  in  by  the  House. 
The  report  is  as  follows : 

That  the  petitioner  states  that  he,  as  collector  lor 
the  district  of  Hudson,  from  the  establishment  of  the 
district,  had  been  in  Ihe  habit  of  transmitting  large 
sums  of  money,  by  mail,  on  account  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States,  from  Hudson  to  the  offi^  of  dis- 
count and  deposite  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States 
at  New  York,  as  he  conceived  himself  authorized  to 
do  by  instructions  jeceiTed  from^  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  in  his  circular  letter  to  the  collectors  of  the 
customs,  dated  14th  October,  1789 ;  and  that  on  the 
26th  of  June,  1808,  he  put  into  ^he  post  office,  at  Hudson, 
enclosed  in  a  cover,  addressed  to  Jonathan  Burrell, 
Esq.,  cashier  of  the  office  of  depoidte  and  discount  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  at  New  York,  $1,000 
in  bank  bills,  on  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  which  was  purloined  from  the  mail  or 
post  office ;  and  the  petitioner  further  states,  that  the 
accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  refuse  to  credit 
lum  for  this  sum,  and  he  prays  that  a  law  may  be'pass- 
-  ed  directing  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury  to 
give  him  credit  upon  the  ho6kB  of  the  Treasury  for  the 
■aid  sum  of  $1,000,  together  with  his  Commissions  on 
collecting  the  same. 

From  an  examination  of  the  documents  accompany- 
ing the  petition,  it  appears  that  the  petitioner  did,  at 
the  time  he  states,  enclose  $1,000,  on  account  of  the 
Treasury,  addressed  to  Jonathan  Burrell,  Esq.,  cashier 
of  the  office  of  discount  and  deposite  of  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  at  New  York,  and  that  the  ssnie 
were  purloined  from  the  mail  or  post  office^  but  your 
committee,  on  recurring  to  the  instructions  of  the  col- 
lectors of  the  customs,  to  which  the  petitioner  refers, 
find  that  the  collectors,  in  transmitting  bank  notes  by 
mail,  on  account  of  the  Treasury,  are  required  to  take 
a  list  of  the  notes,  and  also  a  receipt  from  the  post- 
master,  on  the  copy  of  the  list,  which  the  collector  is 
directed  to  retain,  as  his  voucher,  in  case  of  accident ; 
and  if  the  postmaster  should  refuse  a  receipt,  then  the 
notes  sent  by  mail  from  the  collectors  are  required  io 
be  delivered  to  the  postmstoter  in  presence  of  some 
indifrerent  person  of  fair  reputation,  who  is  to  be  made 
acquainted  vrith  the  contents  and  particulars,  so  as  to 
be  able  afterward  to  vetify  on  oath  that  such  specific 
notes  were  sent ;  and  instead  of  the  receipt  from  the 
postmaster,  to  give  >  certificate  on  the  copy  of  the  list 
of  the  notes  retained  by  the  collector. 

It  does  not  appear  to  your  committed  that  the  peti- 
tioner has  complied  with  this  material  part  of  his  in- 
structions in  transo^ittirig  th^  thousand  dollars,  for 
which  he  asks  a  credit.  It  does  not  appear  tt^at  be 
either  retained  a  list  of  the  notes,  or  took  receipt  of  the 
postmaster,  or  the  certificate  of  any  other  person,  in 
conformity  with  his  instructions  from  the  Treasury 
Department 

Believing  it  essential  to  the. safe  collection  of  the 
revenue  that  bank  notes  transmitted  from  collectors,  by 
mail,  on  account  of  the  Treasury,  should  be  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  instructions  for  that  purpose  di- 
rected to  the  collectors,  inasmuch  as  the  great  object  of 
retaining  a  list  of  the  notes  is  to  fooiHtate  detection  and 
prevent  payment  by  the  bank  in  case  of  robbery,  your 
committee  cannot  feel  tiiemaelves  wananted  to  raoooi- 


mend  the  relief  prayed  for,  and  therefore  beg  lea? s  to 
submit  the  following  resolution : 

Reaolvedi  That  &e  prayer  of  the  petitioner  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  was  discharged  from  the  farther  coQsid- 
eration  of  the  bill  to  incorporate  a  company  for 
making  certain  turnpike  roads  within  the  District 
of  Columbia ;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  retd 
a  third  time. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time ;  and  on  the 
question  of  its  passage.  Messrs.  Smilie,  Fisc,  and 
MoNTGOMEBT.opposeo  the  bill,  and  Messrs. Lewis, 
Love,  aiid  McKim,  supported  it. 

The  reasons  a^inst  it  were,  generally,  that  the 
charter  was  unlimited )  that  the  tolls  were  ex- 
traTu^ntly  high,  and  they  went  to  levy  a  con- 
tribution on  all  intercourse  between  the  city  and 
the  adjacent  country;  that  the  tdls  were  gradu- 
ated, according  to  the  distance  travelled  upon  the 
road,  which  woold  be  a  source  of  perpetual  dis- 
pute between  the  toll  gatherers  and  trafelters; 
and  that  a  power  was  given  to  make  a  road  to- 
wards Baltimore,  which  should  exclude  the  town 
of  Bfadensburg,  which  it  was  said  would  be  ex- 
tremely unjust. 

In  reply,  it  was  said  that  the  charter  was  limited, 
inasmuch  as  that  it  was  provided  when  the  com- 
pany derived  an  interest  t6  the  amount  of  12  per 
cent,  on  their  capital,  the  road  should  become  a 
public  road ;  that  the  tolls  were  not  higher  than 
usual,  and  that  they  had  been  scrutinized  and 
fully  debated  in  the  Senate ;  that  the  exclusion  of 
Bladensburg  from  the  road,  should  it  take  place, 
was  no  argument  against  the  bill,  as  roads  were 
not  made  for  the  beneflt  of  a  particular  spot,  but 
for  general  accommodation. 

The  bill  was  passed,  48  to  28. 

ADDITIONAL  DUTIES. 

The  Hou9e  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  for  laying  additional  duties. 
^[To  this  conunittee  had  also  been  referred  the 
followinff  resolution :  "  Resolved,  That  the  Mill' 
tary  and  Naval  Establish menta  of  the  United 
States  ought  to  be  reduaed."] 

Mr.  Taylor  aaid  it  appeared  to  him  i***^J^ 
House  bad  determwed  on  Saturday  to  considtf 
the  subject  in  this  manner,  in  order  to  give  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Eppes,)  who  w 
about  to  be  absent,  an  opportunitv  of  explaining 
the  principle  and  object  of  the  bill  which  he  had 
reported  for  laying  additional  duties — which  i>ro- 
cedure  was  certainly,  as  had  been  aaid,  puuing 
the  cart  before  the  horse.  That  motive  being 
now  removed,  he  hoped  the  House  would  con- 
sider the  subject  in  the  way  which  they  could 
come  at  it  understandingly.  He  moved  to  post- 
pone the  consideration  of  the  bill,  in  order  to  take 
up  the  resolution  for  the  reduction  of  the  Armf 
and  Navy.  . 

Mr.  MoNTGOMEBY  said  that,  according  to  tne 
estimate  made  by  ihe  Chairman  of  the  Comrott- 
tee  of  Ways  and  Means  on  Satarday ,  allowiM  Ijr 
a  reduction  in  the  Military  and  Naval  JBstabUw- 
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menu,  it  would  still  be  necessary  to  pass  the  bill. 
In  Toting  for  the  resolution  to  reduce  the  Army 
and  Navy,  therefore,  he  was  not  bound  to  vote 
against  the  bill.  He  could  vote  for  both  with 
tke  most  perfect  propriety.  It  is  not  (said  he) 
contemplated  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  predicated 
on  the  support  of  the  Military  and  Naral  Estab- 
lishments as  thev  are.  The  bill  is  founded  on  a 
contemplated  reciuction.  It  is  considered  a  wise 
policy  to  have  a  sum  always  in  the  Treasury  of 
one  million  of  dollars.  It  is  not  contemplated  by 
any  one  to  put  down  the  whole  Army  and  Navy. 
Additional  revenue  will  therefore  be  necessary. 
This  mode  of  taxing  the  people  is  the  most  eligi- 
ble. A  direct  tax  would  operate  on  all  classes  of 
the  commnnity.  This  sum,  if  it  should  be  raised, 
will  be  paid,  not  by  the  poor,  but  by  those  best 
able  to- pay  it. 

lean  see  no  reason  why  the  resolution  respect- 
ing the  Army  and  Navy  should  be  first  taken 
up.  If  you  do  mean  to  lay  additional  duties,  you 
ought  not  to  suffer  certain  persons  to  have  prefer- 
ence over  others.  If  this  bill  be  postponed  till 
we  prepare  a  system  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
and  Navy,  and  pass  the  bill,  (for  that  is  the  argu- 
ment of  ^ntlemen,)  a  number  of  vessels  now  ex- 
pected will  come  in  duty  free. 

Mr.  Dana  said,  if  the  expenditure  for  the  Army 
and  Navy  was  reduced,  it  was  very  clear  to  his 
own  mind  that  it  could  not  be  necessary  to  lay 
the  whole  of  the  tax.  He  was  not  certain  that  it 
would  be  necessary  to  lay  any  tax  whatever,  upon 
the  fair  principles  of  supporting  public  credit. 

Of  all  projects  of  finance,  (said  Mr.  D.,)  that 
which  proposes,  in  case  of  a  deficiency  in  the  re- 
ceipts^ to  augment  the  taxes  for  one  year  so  as  to 
meet  it,  appears  to  me  the  most  oppressive  on  the 
community,  as  compared  with  the  benefits  de- 
rived from  It  to  the  community. 

As  respects  the  duties  being  on  luxuries,  and 
levied  on  the  opulent  part  of  the  community  only, 
if  gentlemen,  instead  of  indul|[ing  in  vague  gen- 
eralities, will  examine  the  subject,  they  will  find 
them  to  be  most  oppressive.  I  admit  that  under 
the  system  of  revenue  established  prior  to  1801 
there  was  a  marked  distinction,  so  far  as  it  could 
be  drawn,  between  articles  generally  consumed 
by  the  opulent  and  those  consumed  by  the  labo- 
noQs  part  of  the  community.  On  the  articles 
which  were  confined  to  the  opulent  and  prodigal, 
becaase  none  but  those  who  expended  large  sums 
annually,  or  exceeded  their  income,  could  pay  for 
them,  duties  were  charged  double,  perhaps  treble 
the  average  rate  charged  on  articles  consumed 
by  the  ^reat  body  of  the  laborious  people.  As  to 
the, articles  charged  at  present  with  fifteen  per 
cent,  duty,  which  duty  is  proposed  to  be  increased 
one  third,  I  call  upon  any  gentleman  to  say  whe- 
ther any  portion  of  the  community  is  so  poor  as 
not  to  wear  (he  ordinary  articles  of  clothing,  or 
ordinary  food  and  drink.  Will  gentlemen  say 
there  is  any  part  of  the  community  to  whom 
is  denied  the  privilege  of  wearing  coarse  cotton 
and  woollen  goods?  These  are  the  articles  on 
which  the  greatest  portion  of  duty  will  be  levied. 
Arttctes  in  general  coosamption,  and  coarser  ar- 


ticles of  woollen,  produce  a  much  greater  sum  to 
the  Treasury  than  finer  articles.  Specified  arti- 
cles, such  as  wine  and  foreign  imported  spirits, 
are  charged  with  a  higher  duty,  because  they  are 
not  considered  perhaps  generally  necessary  to  sub- 
sistence. Taking  wines,  spirit,  all  fine  cloth,  all 
fine  cotton  goods,  all  silks,  articles  of  military 
equipment.  £c.  together,  they  do  not  furnish  per- 
haps one-tmrd  of  uie  revenue,  because  the  great- 
est portion  of  it  i«  collected  on  articles  left  after 
subtracting  these. 

Considering  that  there  are  three  millions  defi- 
cient, I  submit  it  to  every  gentleman^  whether, 
in  point  of  benefit  to  the  community,  in  point  of 
fiscal  wisdom,  it  is  not  better  to  provide  tor  it  by 
a  loan  and  an  annuity  to  extinguish  it  in  three 
years.  If  the  Military  and  NavsQ  Establish  ments 
are  not  to  be  kept  up  to  their  present  extent,  we 
do  not  want  a  tax  during  a  number  of  years.  It 
is  only  necessary  then  to  provide  for  what  is  now 
deficient.  If  it  be  more  convenient  to  the  people, 
and  more  consistent  with  the  public  service,  to 
provide  for  a  loan  and  for  extinguishing  the  debt 
created  by  it  in  three  years,  we  ought  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Troup  said  he  liked  the  matter  much  better 
than  the  manner  of  the  gentleman  last  up.  Here 
(said  Mr.  T.)  is  an  important  question  raised  at 
the  heel  of  the  session,  which  if  adopted  will  go 
into  operation  inetanter.  The  very  first  effect  of 
this  measure  is  to  put  into  the  pockets  of  a  certain 
class  of  the  community,  who  may  be  marked  and 
identified,  a  per  centage  of  eighteen  or  twenty 
per  cent,  on  all  the  amount  of  capital  which  they 
may  have  in  their  possession.  Suppose,  sir,  that 
we,  instead  of  being  selected  from  various  classes 
of  the  people,  were  merchants.  Would  anything 
be  more  practicable  than,  under  the  pretence  of 
raising  revenue,  to  put  millions  into  our  pockets? 
Unquestionably  not.  I  will  vote  for  raising  money 
for  the  Government;  but  certainly  there  is  a 
choice  between  the  modes.  Are  the  ways  and 
means  now  proposed,  the  ways  and-  means  the 
best  calculated  for  the  purpose  ?  It  might  be  bet- 
ter done  by  loan.  To  either  mode,  however,  I 
would  unquestionably  prefer  the  reduction  of  the 
Army  and  Navy,  and  f  am  therefore  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  to  take  up  this  subject  first;  for  I 
am  as  welKconvinced  of  the  fact  as  that  I  am  now 
addressing  you,  that  the  people  will  not  consent 
to  pay  an  additional  tax  tor  the  support  of  armies 
and  navies  raised  to  oppose  the  injurious  acts  of 
the  belligereuts  against  our  rights,  after  we  have 
abandoned  those  rights  and  dishonorably  with- 
drawn from  the  contest. 

Mr.  SouTHARO  said  he  was  not  prepared  to  act 
on  the  question  for  the  reduction  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  with  the  knowledge  that  a  bill  had 
passed  this  House  for  raising  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men.  Until  the  Senate  acted  on  this  bill, 
he  was  entirely  at  a  loss  to  know  how  it  could  be 
reduced.  If  tne  Senate  passed  that  bill,  it  would 
be  an  exceedingly  good  substitute  for  the  present 
Army ;  but  if  they  struck  out  that  part  of  the  bill 
respecting  volunteers,  it  would  alter  his  opinion 
very  mucn.  Mr.  S.  differed  in  opinion  with  the 
gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Troup)  who  had 
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supposed  that  the  people  would  not  pay  taxes  to 
support  the  Army  and  Navy.  He  thought  the 
DatioD  were  not  sunk  sd  low  but  that  the  pj?ople 
would  subject  themselves  to  any  necessary  bur- 
den to  support  their  important  rights. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration  (for  laying 
duties)  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — ayes  49, 
noes  46. 

RBDUOTION  OF  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

The  Committee  took  up  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution,  which  bad  been  referred  to 
them: 

«  Reaolpedt  That  the  Militaiy  and  Naval  Establish- 
meot  ou^ht  to  be  reduced." 

Mr.  Macon  nnoved  to  amend  the  resolution,  so 
aa  to  resolve  that  the  ^hole  A^ipy  ought  to  be 
disbanded. 

Mr.  M.  said  the  whole  Aripy  was  in  such  a 
iitate  that  he  bselieved  it  ought  to  be  disbanded. 
lie  w^  anxious  to  know)  what  had  produced  that 
state.  It  is  no  secret  (said  he)  tfiat  the  Armv 
ht^,  fron^  spn[ie  cause  or  other,  been  very  much 
mismanai^ed.  These  circumstances  we  are  not 
yet  by  any  report  kUbrmed  of.  The  state  of  that 
Ajrmy  is  enough  to  make  any  man  who  has  the 
sniallest  love  of  country  wish  to  ^ti  rid  of  it.  As 
fi^r  as  I  have  understood,  animosity  extends  itself 
through  toe  whole  cqrps.  It  may  be  traced  to 
many  years  standing,  and  applies  as  well  to  one 
part  of  the  Army  as  to  another  part.  It  existed 
at  long  ago  as  the  war  in  the  Northwestern  coun- 
try, a^  is  growing  constantly  worse.  Suppose 
you  were  involved  in  a  war  with  one  yf  the  bel- 
ligerents— can  you  expect  unity  of  action  where 
there  are  cordial  di.^likes  ?  Can  you  expect,  where 
they  hate  the  coinmanding  officers  as  much  as 
X^  public;  enemy,  that  men  can  act  with  the 
same  zeal  as  if  they  were  all  united  1  It  seems  to 
me  it  cannot  be  expected.  Gentlemen  may  re- 
serve the  privates  if  they  think  proper.  I  do  not, 
sir,  make  this  motion  because  I  believe  the  offi- 
cers are  not  men  of  courage ;  but  because  this 
ooinion  of  their  disunion  is  held  by  aU  classes  of 
the  community.  The  attachments  of  the  present 
carps  and  of  th^  Revolutionary  army  are  as  diaper- 
ept  as  can  be.  I  believe  the  violence  of  party 
spirit  since  has  not  dissolved  the  great  afiectlon, 
(may  I  say  the  love  ?)  produced  by  the  war  of  the 
Revolution  amongst  those  engaged  in  it. 

Mr.  Nei^som  said  he  was  not  a  little  astonished 
ajt  the  proposition  to  reduce  all  the  military  force 
of  the  country.  He  said  he  should  be  astonished 
at  a  proposition  of  this  kind  by  any  member  at  any 
ti^e,  but  more  especially  so  now,  when  they  kuew 
not  but  there  might  be  an  opportunity  to  use  these 
meii  and  as  many  more.  What,  said  he,  is  the  dif- 
ference between  our  situation  now  and  when  the 
military  force  was  raised  ?  Has  any  treaty  been 
made  with  England  and  France,  or  anything 
Ijeen  done  which  places  us  in  a  different  situa- 
tion in  relation  to  either  of  them  ?  For  anything 
ire  know,  we  stand  in  the  same  situation  that  we 
did  when  we  passed  the  act  for  raising  an  addi- 
tional military  force.  I  marvel  much  indeed 
bat  gentlemen  who  voted  for  that  bill  should 


now  come  forward,  and  not  o^ly  make  a  propoti- 
tion  to  repeal  that  law,  but  to  disband  every  man 
in  service !  It  is  unnecessary,  sir,  for  me  to  argue 
against  the  proposition  of  tne  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  in  its  full  extent,  because  no  one 
but  himself,  I  trust,  will  be  found  to  vote  for  it. 
As  I  am  up,  however^  and  mean  not  to  rise  again 
on  the  subject,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  speak 
not  only  to  the  proposition  to  disband  the  whole 
army,  but  to  show  that  it  is  impolitic  at  present 
to  disband  a  single  man.  •« 

Why  are  we  to  do  it?  Why,  truly,  because, 
froip  unfortunate  events  aqd  the  conduct  of  the 
belligerents,  our  Treasury  has  become  emptf, and 
we  are  to  raise  money  in  some  way  pr  other; 
and  we  prefer  reducing  the  Army  to  laying  addi- 
tional  duties.  It  is  a  perfect  child's  game.  At 
one  session  we  pass  a  law  for  raising  an  anuf, 
and  go  to  expense^  In  another  year,  instead  of 
raising  money  to  pay  the  expense  by  the  means 
In  our  power,  we  are  to  disband  the  armjr  we 
have  been  at  so  much  pains  to  raise.  We  shall 
well  deserve  the  name  of  children  instead  of  men, 
if  we  puraue  a  policy  of  this  kind.  But,  says  the 
gentleman,  let  us  disband  the  present  army  and 
raise  a  new  one.  I  had  thought  the  gentleman 
was  a  friend  to  economy;  this,  sir.  is  a  left-hand* 
ed  sort  of  economy. 

The  gentleman  says,  however,  that  there  is 
such  animosity  among  the  officers,  thcy  ought  {o 
be  disbanded ;  and,  if  disbanded,  I  suppose  we 
must  put  a  clause  in  the  bill  that  no  man  who 
has  before  been  an  officer  shall  again  be  appointed. 
Have  not  the  officers  now  in  the  Army  acquired 
some  degree  of  knowledge  ?  Would  they  pet  be 
vastly  preferable  to  new  levies?  These  feuds 
will  always  exist  inyour  armies  in  time  of  peace. 
It  is.  on  this  ground,  a  matter  of  no  importance 
of  wnat  materials  your  Army  is  comppsed-^for, 
if  they  are  not  employed  against  a  puolic  eoeof 
they  will  quarrel  with  one  another.  I  know  it 
from  experience.  The  gentleman  speaks  of  the 
love  which  existed  among  the  Revolutionary  sol- 
diers. I  adix^it  it,  sir.  But  when  that  army  lay 
remote  from  the  enemy,  without  anything  to  do, 
those  feuds  were  as  prevalent  among  them  as 
among  the  present  army.  They  are  inseparable 
from  the  nature  of  military  life.  A  number  of 
men  placed  in  a  remote  situation,  where  there  is 
no  society,  where  there  is  no  common  danger 
starine  them  in  the  face^  which  will  link  and 
bind  tnem  together,  being  young  men,  men  of 
high  spirit,  little  bickerings  pass  between  them, 
and  as  they  cannot  fight  the  enemy,  they  fight 
one  another.  Look  at  the  feuds  in  the  Western 
army  between  Wilkinson  aiid  Wayne.  Party 
was  carried  to  as  great  lengths  as  in  any  army* 
When  marched  into  the  Indian  country,  on  the 
20th  of  August,  at  the  battle  of  Miami,  they  fought 
together  like  two  brothers.  Raise  a  new  army 
to-morrow,  and  the  same  feuds  will  exist  ia  it  as 
in  the  present  army.  Turn  out  the  present  com- 
manding officer  and  put  in  another;  there  will 
be  harmony  a  little  while;  but,  if  there  be  noth- 
ing to  do,  it  will  soon  be  otherwise.  The  cause 
of  the  strength  of  attachment  which  existed 
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among  the  officers  of  tbe  Retolotion  was,  that 
thef  went  together  to  face  the  enemy  in  time  of 
danger,  and  tne  times  of  danger  were  frequent 

I  am  against^  at  this  time,  redticiog  jlhe  Army 
at  all.  1  do  not  say  that  I  would  be  so  a  few 
weeks  hence.  If  when  this  vessel,  (the  John 
Adams,)  so  long  expected,  arrives,  the  information 
she  brings  shall  be  such  as  will  justify  the  Oovern- 
ment  in  dtscharfj^ing  thb  new  troops,  I  Will  go 
heart  and  hand  in  doing  it.  To  do  it  at  this 
time  is  doing  it  prematurely,  without  any  light 
by  which  to  act  But  on  no  occasion  would  I 
agree  to  the  propositions  of  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina  to  disband  the  whole  Army.  You 
hare  laid  out  immense  sums  of  money  in  build- 
ing fortificatibns— and  rather  than  raise  a  tax  to 
answer  the  common  purposes  of  Government, 
will  yoti  suffer  to  go  to  rum  the  works  you  have 
raised?  But,  say  gentlemen,  the  militia  are 
adequate  to  the  defence  of  the  country.  Granted, 
mr.  Btit  militiamen  will  not  do  Tor  forts  and 
garrisons.  They  do  not  understand  the  duty, 
and  cannot  spare  time  from  their  domestic  occn- 
pattonf.  You  cannot  take  the  farmer  or  planter 
and  pot  him  in  a  fort.  What  is  to  be  done  with 
the  frontier  1  Are  the  Indians  again  to  be  turned 
hKMe  on  the  inhabitants?  Do  you  not  suppose, 
if  jon  withdraw  your  garrisohs,  that  the  scalpios 
knife  will  again  be  drawn?  Certainly  it  will. 
Destroy  your  Western  posts,  and  you  will  ffnd 
them  quickly  at  work. '  But  gentlemen  may  say 
the  "Western  people  may  go  intc^ forts  and  defend 
themselves.  If  the  time  which  a  man  ought  to 
employ  in  the  cultivation  of  his  fsirm  was  to  be 
•employed  in  doing  duty  in  a  fort,  you  would  find 
the  eotintry  very  slowly  settled.  I  woiild  main- 
tain a  sufficient  number  of  men  for  the  Western 
4md  frontier  posts,  and  tha(t  I  would  do  at  any 
time.  I  care  not  for  expense  j  the  people  them- 
aelves  do  not  regard  it  for  sdeh  an  object.  It  Is 
Asides  much  cheaper  than  calling  out  the  mili- 
tia. What  is  this  grt!at  expense  complained  of? 
Does  the  money  leave  the  country?  Is  it  sent 
aeross  the  ocean  ?  Is  it  not  ejtpended'  among 
yoor  own  citizens?  It  is  no  loss  at  all,  in  my 
^artifoation.  The  monev  is  spent  in  your  oWn 
country  and  comes  back  imo  the  Treasnrv.  It 
enriches  the  people,  if  not  the  Treasury.  1  sub- 
mit to  the  House  whether  it  be  not  proper,  be- 
fore we  determine  to  reduce  either  Army  ofr  Navy, 
tblit  we  should  precisely  know  the  situatibn  in 
which  we  stand '  in  relation  to  foreign  Powers. 
Until  that  be  known,  it  is  impossible  that  we 
can  do  anything  on  this  subject,  unless  we  grope 
hi  otter  darkness.  I  move,  therefore,  that  the 
Ocnnmttiee  rise,  for  the  purpose  of  letting  the  sub- 
ject lie  on  the  table  till  we  can  get  a  little  further 
information  oh  it. 

Mr.  Dana  was  opposed  to  the  Committee's 
rising.  The  question  being  whether  any  part  of 
the  Army  should  stand,  he  said,  detailed  infor- 
mation was  not  necessary.  If  the  (question  was, 
what  part  of  the  Armjr  should  be  disbanded,  the 
ease  would  be  Very  different.  He  said  it  was 
known  that  there  always  did  exist  along  the  line 
-of  the  frontier  men  impressed  with  a  reverenee 


for  our  superioritv  in  arms,  and  this  impreissibn 
must  be  continuea  bv  keeping  in  arms  a  bodv  of 
men  whom  they  mignt  se^  at  times,  and  by  wnose 
appearance  tbeyr  might  be  impressed  with  a  sense 
of  pur  superiority.  If  we  were  to  withdraw  the 
garrison  IVom  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  tire 
should  expose  that  country  to  be  seized  at  once 
by  a  foreign  Power;  and  for  an  individual  to  i^- 
cover  himself  from  the  grasn  of  a  giant  woiild 
not  be  a  more  arduous  task  than  to  recover  that 
countryfrom  the  hands  of  an  enemy. 
,  Mr.  UHEA  said  he  did  not  bv  any  means  ad- 
mire this  mode  of  getting  rid  or  the  bill  for  lad- 
ing additional  duties.  He  reptobated  the  idea  of 
disbanding  the  Army  at  this  time.  What,  he 
asked,  was  (o  preserve  the  Western  posts  ?  What 
could  preserve  MIcbillimackinac?  The  traitors 
who  were  willing  to  stir  up  commotion  00  otir 
fVontier  would  have  nothing  f  o  oppose  them.  He 
was  against  this  precipitatiob)  and  wished  the 
subject  referred  to  a  separate  committee. 

Mr.  Smilib  hoped  the  Committee  would  not 
rise,  but  \^duld  go  through  with  the  subject. 
His  opfDion  was,  that  the  Army  ought  to  be  re- 
duced to  the  Peace  Establishment.  The  arsti- 
ment  of  dissensions  in  the  Army  had  no  weight, 
and  had  beeh  well  answered  by  the  ffentleman 
frorti  Maryland  (Mr.  Nelson.)  Where  there 
is  no  common  enemy  to  oppos^  a  body  of  Vnen 
would  quarrel  With  each  otner.  We  need  not 
refer  to  armies  for  Samples,  said  Mc  S.,  for  we 
see  this  fact  fully  exemplified  in  this  Housfe. 

Mr.  Tat  LOB  stated  his  object  to  be  to  author- 
ize a  reduction  to  the  peace  establishment,  add 
to  aolthori^e  a  selection  of  the  officers  necessary 
to  be  retained.  As  to  the  Nkvy,  he  wisbed  to 
see  the  whole  laid  up  in  ordinary,  except  such 
pa^t  as  the  President  should  tJiink  proper  to  keep 
for  despatch  vesselis. 

Mr.  TALLalAbOB  Was  against  the  Con^mittee 
rising:  He  was  also  agfainst  prostrating  the 
whole  army.  He  wished  that  proposition  to  l»e 
negatived,  and  to  come  fairly  to  the  proposition- 
How  much  it  shduld  be  reduced  ? 

Mr.  Johnson.— ^Mr.  Speaker,  I  did  not  intend 
to  express  a  sehtimeat  upon  this  subject  When  I 
entered  the  House  this  morning;  but  the  senti- 
ments expressed  by  others  have  inade  it  jny  duty. 
1  aih  in  favor  of  reducing^  the  Army  and  Navy  to 
the  lowest  peace  establishment,  and  shall  not 
hesitate  to  give  that  vote  this  day  upon  this  prin- 
ciple—that Congress  has  refused  to  use  the  Army 
and.  Navy  for  the  only  legitimate  purpose  for 
which  they  codld  be  increased;  that  is,  in  vindi- 
catioh  of  our  rights,  and  in  avenging  the  insults 
of  France  and  Great  Britain. 

The  Armyand  Navyarenotiathemselvesany  re- 
sistance to  foreign  aggression^  unless  yoii  usethedi. 
We  commenced  a  system  of  resistance  against 
our  foreign  enemies  worthy  the  cause  of  freemen — 
the  system  of  embargo  and  non-intercourse;  and 
we  resolved  that  when  we  abandoned  the  sy^teJEn 
of  commercial  restrictions,  we  would  resort  to 
resistance  by  force.  Hence  the  necessity  of  in- 
creasing the  Army  and  Navy:  and  under  a  juk 
conviction  th^t  the  honor  of  the  nation  reqaii'ed 
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preparation  to  meet  a  state  of  war,  many  voted 
for  this  additional  force.  But  we  are  about  to  aban- 
don commercial  restriction,  and  we  have  utterly 
refused  to  use  force  for  the  purposes  of  protection, 
and  still  we  are  required  to  keep  up  the  Army 
and  Navy.  Unless  yot^  use  them,  the  Army  and 
Navy,  in  time  of  peace,  are  engines  of  oppression, 
and  beyond  an  economical  peace  establishment 
they  are  inadmissible.  Expenses,  are  incurred 
for  no  valuable  purpose,  but  the  consequences 
are  mischievous.  We  shall  want  a  few  despatch 
vessels,  and  a  few  soldiers  to  guard  the  Indian 
frontiers  and  to  keep  in  order  the  fortifications 
on  the  seaboard ;  the  balance  is  useless,  and  in 
fact,  pernicious.  Will  the  people  of  the  United 
States  in  time  of  peace  pay  six  millions  of  dol- 
lars for  armies  and  navies  annually,  which  you 
permit  to  sleep  in  camp,  and  pass  the  idle  hours 
m  a  frigate,  while  the  deep  wounds  inflicted  upon 
this  once  happy  country  are  fresh  hleeding^  If 
this  Army  tind  Navy  were  used  in  co-operation 
with  other  force  for  the  advantage  of  the  people, 
the  six  millions  would  be  nothing;  it  would  not 
raise  a  murmur;  at  least  not  with  those  who 
would  expend  millions  for  defence,  hut  would 
not  pay  a  cent  for  tribute.  It  would  not,  there- 
fore, be  the  expense  alone  that  should  induce  me 
to  disband  the  Army  and  dismantle  the  Navy. 
Why  did  not  the  people  complain  of  the  armies 
and  the  expenses  of  the  Revolution  ?  The  object 
was  glorious !  The  attainment  was  valuable ! 
Why  did  not  the  people  complain  of  the  Army 
and  the  expense  incurred  by  employing  it  against 
the  Indians  after  the  Treaty  of  '83  f  Because  the 
honor,  the  safety,  the  independence  of  the  nation 
demanded  it.  Why  were  the  armies  and  navies 
under  the  Federal  Administration  unpopular? 
Because  the  peopie  did  not  see  the  necessity  of 
such  forces.  The^  thought,  and  correctly  too, 
that  war  had  been  provoked  with  France  (at  that 
time  thought  to  be  fighting  for  independence)  for 
the  purpose  of  British  alliance;  and  with  this 
parade  and  expense,  our  rights  at  home  were 
abridged,  and  the  political  institutions  of  the 
country  threatened.  Why  have  not  the  people 
complained  of  the  increase  of  the  Army  and  Navy 
under  the  last  years  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  Adminis- 
tration? Because  they  believed  one  should  have 
been  sent  to  the  Canadas,  and  the  other  to  drive 
smugffiing  ifessels  from  our  waters;  and  the  only 
complaint  made  is,  that  we  have  failed  to  use 
the  physical  force  of  the  nation  to  chastise  the 
aggressions  of  other  nations.  To  our  humilia- 
tion and  everlasting  degradation,  we  have  re- 
fused to  use  the  means  in  our  power  to  induce 
foreign  nations  to  do  us  justice.  I  will  not  mak'e 
that  melancholy  situation  worse  by  keeping  an 
army  and  navy  at  the  expense  of  six  millions, 
which  must  drive  us  to  the  necessity  of  taxing 
the  people,  or  of  increasing  the  debt  or  the  Revo- 
lution. I  want  neither  armies  or  navies  in  time 
of  peace. 

The  annals  of  human  natuTe  have  not  given 
to  the  world  the  sad  example  of  a  nation  so 
powerful,  so  free,  so  intelligent,  so  jealous  of  their 
rights,  and  at  the  same  time  so  grossly  insulted, 


so  materially  injured,  under  sneh  extraordinary 
forbearance.  I  have  preferred  a.  strong  system 
of  commercial  restriction.  I  know  it  would  be 
efficacious  if  enforced.  But  if  this  will  not  do, 
rather  than  submit  one  moment  to  the  tyranny 
and  oppression  of  France  and  Great  Britain,  1 
would  vote  for  a  positive  and  unequivocal  de* 
claration  of  war  against  both  Powers.  We  are 
able  to  maintain  our  independence  against  the 
combined  Powers  of  the  wOrld ;  and  were  we  not, 
the  whole  is  combined  against  uh,  and  submis- 
sion would  not  alter  our  situation.  The  people 
will  not  submit  to  be  colonized  and  give  up  their 
independence.  This  is  their  motto:  they  will 
teach  it  to  the  rising  generation,  and  it  will  re- 
main as  long  as  memory^  itself.  War  sboald  be 
the  last  sad  resort ;  but  war  rather  than  submis- 
sion. I  will  be  satisfied  with  any  measure  that 
will  hold  up  honorable  resistance  to  foreign  foes, 
but  less  I  will  not  agree  to. 

Negotiation !  This  is  in  our  way.  I  am  will- 
ing to  try  negotiation  until  all  are  satisfied,  if  we 
can  in  the  meantime  keep  up  a  system  of  nooo^ 
able  opposition  to  the  pretensions  of  the  nartl 
Powers  of  Europe.  But  I  will  not  submit  tofo^ 
eign  insult,  abandon  my  country's  rights,  and 
then  knock  at  the  door  of  negotiation  and  humblf 
ask  admittance.  It  must  be  effectually  opeord 
upon  reciprocal  dispositions,  or  I  never  would 
intrude  upon  their  mercy.  I  expect  ttothiD|f, 
however,  from  negotiation.  I  have  no  faith  m 
the  promises  of  kings  or  emperors.  I  will  no 
longer  confide  in  the  jusdce  of  nations  whg  feel 
power  and  forget  right.  I  must  see  the  act  and 
deed  signed,  sealed,  and  delivered,  before  1  shall 
ever  believe  in  its  obligatory  force.  We  still 
wait  for  negotiation — we  wait  in  vain.  I  coor 
sider  negotiation  as  closed.  How  long  shall  ve 
expect  and  depend  upon  negotiation  ?  Shall  we 
be  for  ever  amused  with  this  fascinating  charm 
until  our  chains  are  forged  ?  Siiall  we  nerer 
awake  to  our  situation  ?  -v  We  are  pre  vented  from 
asserting  the  rights  of  this  nation  by  the  pen- 
dency of  negotiation :  I  will  wait  no  longer,  nor 
build  my  hopes  upon  such  expectatipns.  1  woold 
take  measures  which  should  furnish  some  in- 
ducement for  negotiation,  and  then  we  should 
have  it ;  but  never,  so  long  as  we  invite  aggress* 
ion  by- submission. 

Bonaparte  talks  through  his  Minister  of  the 
aacredness  of  neutral  rights,  in  the  same  moment 
that  they  are  prostrated  by  his  lawless  power. 
He  declares  that  his  decrees  will  remain  in  force 
as  long  as  the  British  orders,  or  the  same  policy 
with  those  orders.  Englancl  has  declared  that 
her  system  will  not  be  abandoned  as  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  but  upon  certain  conditions  which 
would  be  a  literal  as  well  as  practical  surrender 
,  of  our  independence.  This  is  our  situation,  and 
every  arrival  from  Europe  brings  accounts  ol 
new  distresses  and  pro vocatioos-^yet  sti^l  wc  are 
waiting  the  news  from  Europe  I  What  strance 
infatuation  has  seized  upon  the  human  mind? 
Expect  justice  from  those  whose  justice  is  power . 
What  indupement  have  foreign  nations  to  cease 
their  nefarious  aggressions?    Is  it  becapsc  we 
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have  receded  from  the  ffroaad  of  resistance 
which  was  assamed  by  Congress  ?  Will  they 
cease  hecanse  they  hare  grown  rich  apod  the 
spoib  of  oar  profiercy  and  the  plunder  of^our 
commerce  ?  Let  us  remember  the  fable,  and  de- 
pend apoD  oarselres.  Providence  has  never 
withdrawn  his  gaardian  care  from  the  only 
coiiDtry  which  holds  out  to  the  unfortunate  of 
every  dimate  a  place  of  refuge  and  rest.  Lei  us 
look  to  ourselves ;  let  us  unite;  let  us  dismiss  our 
fears.  The  danger  apprehended  is  ifleal — then 
why  tremble  and  look  dismayed  ?  I  fear  ^either 
the  conscripts  of  Napoleon  nor  the  British  nary : 
they  may  mjure,  but  cannqt  ensli^ve  us.  Pre- 
mises will  do  no  lonffer — reparalion  only  can 
atone.  We  all  agree  that  our  wrongs  cannot  be 
MgriKY^ted— all  say  we  have  just  cause  of  hos- 
tiiiiy— -chat  at  this  monajrat  France  and  Great 
Britain  have  decrees  in  force,  which  regulate  at 
their  pleasure  the  exportation  of  our  own  pro- 
ducer—the produce  of  oar  own  seil  and  labor. 
This  being  admitted,  let  me  ask  whether  this 
natioii  is  able  and  willing  to  vindieaie  her  own 
honor  and  maintain  her  inherent  rights  against 
foreign  encroachment?  The  people  are  able 
and  willing — who  will  deny  it?  To  say  other- 
wise is  an  OBfounded  calumny  on  the  American 
people. 

A  Republican  Qoyerament  is  the  strongest 
QoTernment-in  the  world;  it  is  founded  upon 
principles  indestructible  and  everlasting-^prioci- 
pies  of  affection,  TJrtue,  intelligence,  wisdom,  and 
self  preservation.  I  nerer  will  consent  to  puf- 
chase  British  or  Qallic  friendship ;  it  would  make 
ihem  look  upon  us  with  contempt — they  would 
despise  us  for  the  want  of  union  and  energy. 
And  what  need  we  ejcpect  from  submission  ? 
This  will  not  satisfy  tyrants.  No,  sirl  They 
will  chastise  you  for  the  rery  act  of  submission. 
Do  they  press  os  for  the  sole  satisfaction  of  seer 
ing  a  great  Republic  humbled  ?  They  are  actu- 
ated by  other  motives— the  motives  of  gain  and 
plunder.  But  it  is  said  we  cannot  fight  the 
whole  world.^  Then  let  us  tell  France  and 
Great  Britain  to  continue  their  spoliations  until. 
.  they  make  a  treaty  with  each  other — or  until 
oae  nation  will  agree  to  forbear  while  we  fight 
the  other;  and  when  we  have  proved  ^uoeessful,^ 
we  most  then  invite  the  other  to  open  combat. 
Otherssay  we  musi  not  interfere  in  tboEnropean 
wara^T-the  two  warring  Powers  are  |i  good  coun- 
terpoise. This  is  complaisance  indeed,  to  say  to 
those  who  are  trampling  upon  us:  We  will  not 
resist  until  yon  fight  it  out,  and  so  soon  as  you 
have  ended  the  conflict,  we  will  fi^ht  you  single- 
handed. 

I  am  not  astonished  at  any  doctrine  now-a- 
day^  or  I  should  be  at  this.  In  my  opinion,  the 
circamstance  of  our  having  to  resist  the  insnlts 
of  both  nations,  is  not  at  all  onpropitiofis.  I  had 
rather  be  at  war  with  both  nations  while  engaged 
with  each  other,  than  fight  either  nation  single- 
handed.  Bat  soa>e  are  afraid  of  a  British, 
some  of  a  French  alliance.  There  is  no  neces- 
sity lor  either^  nor  would  I  ever'  enter  intosnch 
aluanee.    If  we  should  be  drawn  into  the  war, 


we  should  have  to  fight  for  our  own  rights,  and 
never  enter  into  any  arrangement  that  would  bind 
the  United  States  to  keep  up  the  war  one  single 
moment  after  we  should  have  received  satis- 
faction. 

But  look  to  the  papers  from  England,  There- 
is  no  danger  of  war.  We  want  nothing  but  jus- 
tice, and  were  we  to  demand  it  in  a  tone  that 
would  convince  England  war  would  be  the  re- 
salt  of  its  beio^  longer  withheld,  we  should  re- 
ceive justice  in  twenty-four  hours.  So  with- 
France-Soothing  is  wanting  but  firmness.  We 
hear  members  say  that  we  cannot  go  to  war 
with  England.  In  England,  members  of  Parlia- 
ment say  they  cannot  maintain  a  war  with  the- 
United  States  at  this  period.  England  and 
France  have  generally  pressed  us  at  the  same* 
time;  as  one  advances,  so  does  the  other,  and  as^ 
we  take  firm  measures,  they  both  recede,  and! 
when  we  temporize  they  advance.  This  should 
teach  us  wisdom.  Let  it  never  be  recorded  upon 
the  journals  of  this  House  that  the  people  are 
unable  or  unwilling  to  maintain,  at  any  hazard, 
their  character,  their  rights,  and  independence. 
The  records  may  be  sUined  with  such  a  vote, 
but  that  will  not  make  it  tme.  We  are  afraid  to 
trust  ourselves,  and  we  pretend  that  we  are 
afraid  to  trust  the  people.  My  hopes  have  rested 
and  always  will  rest  upon  the  people;  they  con- 
stitute my  last  hope.  We  may  dis^ce  ourselves 
by  our  acts,  but  the  people  will  rise  in  the  ma- 
jesty of  their  etretfgtb,'  and  the  world  wiU  be  in- 
terested in  the  spectacle:  we  ourselves  should 
venerate  the  firmness  w^  could  not  imitate.    A 

Siople  who  might  have  avoided  a  seven  years' 
oody  war  if  they  had  consented  to  pay  a  con- 
tribution^-a  tax  of  three  pence  upon  a  pound  of 
tea-— there  is  not  a  trait  in  the  character  of  such 
a  people  to  make  us  despond.  Armed  with  ridi- 
cule and  the  cries  of  alarm,^  the  Opposition  have 
driven  us  from  every  honorable  ground  hereto* 
fore  assumed,  and  we  are  at  the  end  of  the  ses- 
sion npoB  the  brink  of  submission ;  the  nation  is 
represented  as  a  sick  child  crying  after  foreign 
commerce,  unable  to  forbear  or  suffer. 

Talk  of  restrictions  on  commerce,  and  we  are 
told  that  we  cannot  make  money  enough — speak 
of  war,  and  we  are  told  of  its  horrors — but  we  are 
not  told  at  the  same  time  of  the  value  of  independ- 
ence and  the  injuries  we  have  sustained :  that 
would  not  answer  the  purpose,  the  balance  would 
not  sink  in  favor  of  such  considerations.  Our 
weakness— this  is  a  theme  of  constant  declama- 
tion. '  Our  childhood ;  our  want  of  nerve,  men 
and  money;  an  exhausted  Treasury,  our  gun- 
boats, torpedoes,  and  even  our  Army  and  Naivy, 
are  all  brought  op  as  reasotisfor  submission,  pas- 
sive obedience,  and  non-resistance.  ^  With  union, 
we  have  everything ;  we^ave  citizens,  and  they 
are  sokiiers-;  we  have  freemen,  and  they  have 
spirit ;  we  have  sutesmen,  and  they  have  patriot- 
ism ;  we  have  officers,  and  they  have  wisdom  and 
vaior ;  we  have  fortifications,  arms,  and  moni- 
tioQs  of  war ;  onr  resources  are  inexhaustible,  and 
unparjiUeled  in  any  age  or  country.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  in  his  report  to  Cdngress 


Digitized  by 


Google 


,1871 


HISTORY  OF  C0NORBS8. 


1S72 


ILopR. 


Bed»ction  of  the  Army  and  Niapp. 


Apbil,  bio. 


of  Decfember  10,  1808,  in  speaking  of  the  re- 
sources of  tke  revenue,  says,  that  a  revenue  de- 
rived solely  from  duties  on  importations,  thoo^fa 
unimpaired  by  war,  will  always  be  amply  suffi- 
cient during  long  intervals  of  peace,  not  only  to 
defray  current  expenses,  but  also  to  reimburse  the 
•debts  contracted  during  the  few  periods  of  war; 
«nd  that  no  taxes,  direct  or  indirect^  are  therefore 
-contemplated  in  the  case  of  hostilities  carried  on 
•against  the  two  great  belligerent  Powers.  In  his 
letter  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
upon  the  same  subject,  this  session,  he  says,  the 
proceeds  of  the  public  land  would  alone,  slowly 

Serhaps,  but  certainly,  extinguish  a  much  greater 
ebt  than  the  United  Slates  have  it  now  in  their 
power  to  create.  With  these  two  distinct  sources 
of  revenue,  we  are  told  of  our  poverty  and  want 
of  resources.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
has  pointed  out  the  ways  and  means,  and  it  be- 
longs to  us.  to  use  them  with  discretion,  or  not 
use  them  at  all. 

I  will  not  go  back  for  causes  to  justify  a  system 
of  resistance.  I  would  not  go  back  to  past  events, 
and  I  would  leave  out  of  the  question,  if  gentle- 
men wish  it,  the  burning  our  vessels  on  the  high 
seas— the  confiscation  of  our  propei;ty  in  port — 
the  imprisonment  of  our  citiz^ns^-tbe  murder  of 
Pierce — the  attack  on  the  Cbesapeaj^e — the  im- 
pressment of  our  seamen ;  and  still  I  should  find 
cause  to  justify  the  most  enei]getic  measures 
against  France  and  Great  Britain.  I  mean  the 
orders  and  decrees.  It  was  proven  by  a  member 
from  New  York,  who  got  his  information  from 
the  Treasury  reports,  that  the  blockading  or- 
ders of  England,  at  this  time,  would  injure  our 
trade  and  our  citizens,  to  the  amount  of  upwards 
of  $30,000,000  annually;  and  the  decrees  of 
France,  upwards  of  $18,000,000.  The  whole 
wealth  .of  the  nation  is  closed  out  from  an  hon- 
orable and  profitable  market.  The  honorable 
course  is  as  evident  to  nations  as  to  individuals ; 
it  is  as  important  to  the  body  politic  as  to  the 
citizen ;  and  you  might  as  well  endeavor  to  con* 
vince  me  that  an  in<iividual,  because  he  is.  sur- 
rounded with  wealth,  and  in  a  house  adorned,  as 
this  hall  is,  with  crimson  curtains,  woold  reel 
justified  in  having  his  character  assailed,  and  his 
rights  attacked,  without  the  least  obligation  to 
defend  the  one  or  other,  as  to  attempt  to  prove 
that,  as  we  are  rich  and  happy  as  a  nation,  we 
should  permit  foreign  Powers  to  treat  us  with 
indignity,  and  trample  undejr  foot  our  mo^t  valu- 
able rights. 

We  have  three  courses  before  us.  To  main- 
tain our  rights,  maritime  and  territorial,  by 
force,  by  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,  and  drive 
our  enemies  from  North  America — to  meet  the 
invasion  of  our  rights^  by  commercial  restric- 
tion— or  to  remain  at  home  in  Chinese  policv.  I 
would  take  either  course  rather  4han  permit  the 
despotism  of  foreign  nations  to  regulate  our  com* 
merce  or  ou/  internal  concerns.  If  we  are  de- 
termined to  have  commerce  at  all  events,  I  shall 
be  satisfied  with  an  honorable  and  rigid  system 
of  restriction  against  the  belligerents.  It  would 
be  as  powerful  as  armies  and  navies,  and  more 


so.  if  we  have  love  of  country  sufficient  toenleree 
it :  but  if  that  fails  us  I  am  for  using  the  sword 
and  the  musket,  rather  than  suffer  our  flag  to  be 
dishonored,  our  sdvereignty  derided,  and  our  ex- 
ports regulated  by  a  foreign  despot.  The  citi- 
zens shall  never  seek  protection,  and  obtain  a 
licenjse  from  a  foreign  Gh)vernment  to  earnr 
An^erican  products  to  market,  with  my  conseoL 
This  nation  shall  not  be  so  much  dishonored.  Be- 
fore I  would  aid  in  atraffio8odishonorable,Iwottld 
pa«s  a  law  making  it  highly  penal  to  raise  the 
flag  of  the  United  States  three  miles  from  <mr 
shores.  If  we  will  have  eommerce,  disgraceskaU 
not  go  hand  in  hand  with  it. 

I  have  confined  myself  to  the  injury  now  ei- 
isting  ;  the  regulation  Qr  exclusion  of  our  lawAil 
trade  from  market  by  the  decrees  of  the  two  bel- 
ligerents. As  to  the  past  injuries,  we  are  told 
they  are  foisotten — they  are  blotted  from  Ur 
memory,  and  we  should  not  now  resent  them; 
on  account  of  their'anliquity  our  resentment  his 
cooled*.  And  is  it  true  that  these  abominble  out- 
rages of  only  yesterday  are  of  auch  antieBtdtie 
that  the  memory  of  man  runs  not  to  the  oootrtry  ? 
I  do  not  believe  that  these  outrages  are  forgotteo 
b^  the  people,  nor  are  they  willing  to  pass  then 
without  atonement.  And  are  we  never  to  reieit 
injuries  unless  the  whole  nation  is  in  a  pasiioot 
and  boiling  over  with  indignation  ?  A  wise  u* 
tion  should  never  adopt  a  measure  from  ^^' 
pulse  of  passion  and  resentment  alone.  We 
should  exercise  reflection  and  pradeo«e-#e 
should  act  as  a  brave  and  intelligent  people-**^ 
should  view- the  injury— examine  its  natire  iM 
extent,  and  its  eonaequences  if  permitted  to  put 
with  impunity.  If  the  consequences  of  acqaio' 
cence  would  be  disastrous,  we  should  theo  detec* 
mine  on  a  proper  redress,  and  meet  any  daogcr 
without  calculation,  or  dismay.  What  metsoict 
would  suit  this  House?  Neither  navigatioo 
laws  nor  commercial  restrictions  will  do.  Owh 
ing  Qreai  BrrUin  from  North  Ameriea,  w 
granting  letters  of  jnarqne  and  reprisal,  will  n<H 
do.  Convoying  merchant  vessels  to  legal  ports 
in  opposition  to  French  decrees  «nd  En^ish  pi- 
per blockades  will  notdow  Arm  your  merchaBt- 
men?  No.  Encourage  domestic  manufiactofei 
and  internal  improvement,  open  roads  <^Bd  fi- 
nals, and  facilitate  internal  coatimetce  ?  No.  Boi 
w^en  a  Berlin,  Milan,  or  Bayonne  decree  is  cb* 
forced  against  us,  say:  Bonaparte  is  fifbtiog 
for  the  liberty  of  the  seas.  When  Orders  in  Ou- 
cil  have  blockaded  the  world  from  our  just  con- 
merce,  say— Gh-eat  Britain  is  fighting  for  ber  j^ 
istence,  and  againiit  French  dominion.  Wh^ 
our  vessels  are  burned,  our  property  confiscatrt, 
and  our  citizento  confined,  say-^ we  must  ^V?" 
voke  this  man.  When  our  seamen  are  held  » 
the  chains  of  slavery  by  the  British  iflipressaieat>T 
to  the  amount  of  thousands,  let  us  say— thef  *^ 
mistaken  for  British  subjects.  When  a  Pierce  » 
killed,  say— his  murderer  has  been  brought  to 
trial.  When  a  national  vessel  is  attacked,  sty-^ 
the  outrage  is  disavowed.  Wh^  a  solemn  af- 
rangement  is  disavowed,  say— the  Mioist«J^ 
lated  his  instructions.    And  when  the  Presiaei 
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is  inaolted,  let  a?  jasti/jr  the  foreign  Minister. 
The  historf  of  the  French  and  British  aggres- 
aioQ,  che  history  of  oQr  own  measures,  the  expe- 
rienee  particularly  of  three  or  four  years  ^st, 
prove,  that  we  have  itothiog  to  hope  or  fear  from 
either  belligerent,  and  that  we  have  no  indace- 
ment  left  to  make  any  sacrifices  to  procure  Brit- 
ish or  GblHc  friendship.  The  partial  nonimpor- 
tation— the  interdiction  of  the  British  armed 
vessels  by  proekmation-^the  eml^rgo— the  uon- 
itttercoorse— the  dismissal  of  Jackson ;  were  to 
be  causes  or  pretexts  for  war ;  and  a  declaration 
of  war  has  not  t>eeo  made.  When  dcieated  in 
Spain,  Snglaod  relaxed.  When  'Bonaparte  was 
Tc^fKilsed  near  Vienna,  he  relented.  There  is  no 
duger  of  war  so  long  as  we  permit  the  plunder 
of  our  eomtnerce,  nor  would  any  exist,  if  we  were 
resolved  upon  a  firm  vindication  of  our  rights. 
This  is  evidence  that  no  sacrifice  is  necessary  on 
our  part  to  oonciliale  the  friendship  of  our  for- 
eign enemies,  or  to  avoid  war.  And  with  this 
eridence  before  us,  it^  seems  to  me  that  if  the 
British  naty  could  burn  the -seaboard  from  Pass- 
amaqaoddy  to  Orleans,  and  we  had  ai^  army  on 
the  borders  of  Caniida,  expressions  of  sorrow  on 
her  pare,  and  a  promise  or  satisfaction,  would  be 
sufficient  to  induce  u^  to  withdraw  our  forces, 
and  stay  the  hand  of  vengeance.  But  we  are 
watting  for  European  inteUigeDce !  Let  us  ex- 
amine the  feverish  state  of  the  public  mind — let 
us  retrospect  this  chapter  of  accidents,  and  see 
what  we  have  gained  by  it.  Nothing  but  disap- 
pointment. 

There  is  always  one  uniform  rule  of  inquiry ; 
what  aews  from  Europe  ?  The  Spanish  patriots, 
what  progress  are  tliey  making  under  the  bao- 
nerrof  FerdinaDd  the  Seveaih?  The  British  have 
sent  ao  expedition  to  Spain  in  aid  of  the  cause. . 
The  eombioed  forces  of  Spain -hud  England  are 
defeated  by  Bonaparte,  bat  another  coalition  is 
formed  oa  the  Continent  agai^  Napoleon.  The 
Archduke  Charles  is  to  oppose  him  with  im- 
mease  forces.  GkK>d  newsl  Bonaparte  has  been 
repulsed  Hear  Vienna— surrounded  in  an  enemy's 
eouatry— ^ood  most  come  "of  this !  But  the  next 
mail  brings  an  account  of  the  defeat  of  the  Au9- 
triaas. — Sad  reverse !  Q9od  news  again  I  The 
British  Cabinet-  is  distracted*— the  members  are 
qaarrelting^  with  ea6h  other — the  King  has  de- 
clared be  will  not  go  to  war  with  as  because  the 
President  dismiss^  Jackson !  And  are  we  to 
take  up  oar  time  in  such  inquiries  as  these  ?  Are 
we  to  leffislate  upon  the  fluctuating  events  of  Eu- 
rope? 'I  hope  not.  I  trust  we  have  done  with 
the  chapter  of  accidents.  If  we  do  not  aet  more 
worthy  the  cause  intrasted  to  us,  we  shall  hear 
the  iodignaot  voice  of  au'injured  people.  They 
have  eonfideoce  in  us,  but,  abandon  their  rights, 
and  yoar  infiaence  is  no  more.  A  system  of  tame 
acquiescence  wiH  soon  make  us  feel  the  leaden 
hand  of  oppression.  The  sound  of  misery  and 
the  groans  of  distress,  father  than  the  voice  of 
jov,  will  be  heard  in  the  cottage  of  the  farmer  and 
tfle  shop' of  the  mechanic.  During  the  session 
we  have  often  heard  members  oppose  every  mea- 
sure of  resistance,  for  leaf  war  should  be  the  re- 


sult, and  advert  to  the  distresses  of  the  devolu- 
tion. Is  the  Revolution  brought  up  to  prove  that 
we  should  submit  to  foreign  aggression  ?  Does 
it  prove  that  the  independence  achieved  by  the 

florious  struggle  is  not  worth  the  money  and 
iood  which  it  cost  ?  Does  it  prove  that  we 
should  now  yield  up  that  independence,  rather 
than  oppose  the  encroachments  of  France  and 
Qreat  Britain. 

In  this  discussion,  so  unexpected,  I  have  been 
hurried  away,  without  intending  so  much  to  im- 
pose upon  the  patience  of  the  House.  I  must, 
therefore,  in  justice  to  my  own  sense  of  duty,  and 
the  attention. w:hioh  has  been  manifested,  cease 
to  take  up  the  time  in  any  further  remarks  on 
the  suMect. 

Mr.  MoKbb  said  he  rose  with  erinsiderable  em- 
barrassment to  discuss  this  question  ;  but  it  was 
a  duty  which  he  owed  to  himself  as  well  as  to 
his  country,  to  make  a  few  ren[)arks  oa  it.  The 
reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  said  he,  has 
been  opposed  on  the  ground  that  our  difficulties 
vrith  the  belligerents  are  not  adjusted.  The  fact 
is  too  certain,  sir,  that  we  have  nothing  on  which 
any  act  is  to  be  predicated  as  to  an^  arrangement 
with  the  belligerents;  but  I  conceive  that,  even 
if  war  itself  was  certain,  it  would  be  perfectly 
unnecessary  to  keep  oa  foot  this  establishment. 
I  da  not  want  these  men  for  the  defence  of  my 
own  life,  liberty,  and  property;  I  look  to  the  har- 
dy sons  of  thecoutitry  for  defence  from  a  foreign 
foe*  Would  any  gentleman  be  willing  to  submit 
the  defence  of  everything  he  holds  iear,  to  men 
who  have  loitered  out  their  days  in  camps  and  in 
the  nM>st  luxurious  ease  and  vice  ?  What  are  the 
pursuits  of  those  composing  your  Army  ?  They 
are  occupied  with  broils  among  themselves.  Could 
you  wittt  such  troops  expect  to  meet  the  foe  in 
such  a  meaner  as  to  produce  a  happy  vesult? 
You  could  not  expect  but  that  they  should  take 
to  their  heels  whenever  danger  assailed  them. 
They  ^t  up  your  means  of  establishing  an  effi- 
cient and  effectual  ariny  whenever  dangers  may 
press,  without  pronMsing  efficient  service  in  time 
of  need. 

^  It  has  been  said  that  Congress  have  not  taken  , 
any  efficient  measures.  True,  sir,  thev  have  not 
taken  any,  and  it  has  been  conceived  by  some, 
that  the  i4)irit  of  the  nation  has  not  been  met  by 
a  correspondent  disposition  on  the  part  of  this 
House.  To  declare  war  requires  the  concurrence 
of  this  House;  but,  sir,  whenever  you  are  to  have 
war,  3rou  will  hear  the  voice  of  the  people  eom- 
manding  it,  like  the  voice  of  Jove  when  he  bows 
the  heavens  and  rends  the  skies.  War  is  easily 
commenced  but  not 'easily  ended.  Such  are  the 
fundamental  principles  of  our  Gkivernment,  that 
war  is  rhe  last  measure  we  should  resort  to.  If 
the  cry  of  war  was  heard  to-morrow,  would  you 
rely  on  the  present  army  for  carrying  it  on  f  I 
presume  you  would  not.  If  you  did,  what  would 
you  depend  upon  ?  A  set  of  men  collected  from 
where?  From  the  very  dregs  of  society.  On 
officers  who  have  trifled  out  their  days  in  luxury, 
ease,  and  extrava^^ance.  I  will  not  myself  rest 
my  rights  as  a  citiaea  on  any  such  a  tenure. 
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And  I  say  again,  sir,  and  I  hope  the  idea  will  be 
considered  by  the  House,  that  whenever  the  na- 
tion goes  to  war,  whenever  dangers  press,  I  look 
not  to  those  who  are  hired  for  five  or  six  dollars 
a  month  for  our  efiective  force.  In  what,  sir,  does 
the  strength  of  this  nation  consist?  In  standing 
armies  or  fieets?  No,  sir;  but  in  the  affection  of 
the  people  to  the  Government.  They  think  and 
judze  for  themselves;  and  whenever  war  appears 
mdispensably  necessary,  you  may  ask  your  citi- 
zens to  turn  out  and  they  will  do  so.  They  will 
rally  around  the  standard  of  the  country,  and 
present  an  united  front  to  any  foe. 

I  am  glad  aUo  that  the  resolution  contemplates 
the  reduction  of  the  Navy ;  for  I  never  could  for 
myself  discover  what  advantage  ever  was  de- 
rived from  the  Naval  Establishment,  or  could  in 
prospect  be  expected  from  it.  Is  it  in  prospect 
to  erect  a  naval  force  to  cope  with  that  of  Qpeat 
Britain  on  the  ocean?  The  idea  is  chimerical. 
Why  shall  we  spend  millions  a  year  to  answer 
no  valuable  purpose?  If  it  be  unavoidably  ne- 
cessary for  us  to  become  a  navHl  Power,  let  us  be- 
gin at  once,  and  build  fifty  or  sixtjr  frigates  or 
ships-of-the-line.'  But  1  presume  it  is  not  the  in- 
tention of  Congress  or  the  nation  to  spend^on 
such  a  project  sums  of  money  beyond  their  reach ; 
and  even  if  it  were,  I  would  ask  what  good  can 
be  derived  from  a  navy,  even  if  we  were  capable 
of  coping  with  that  of  Great  Britain?  What 
has  reduced  a  great  portion  of  the  British  naition 
to  a  state  of  misery  unequalled?  Her  navy. 
What  has  kept  the  British  nation  perpetually  at 
war  for  half  a  century  past  ?  'Her  navy.  A  navy . 
is  an  instrument  always  ready  fo"  action;  and 
had  we  a  navy  nearly  equal  to  tha*  n\  Great  Brit- 
8itt^  «fe,  like  her,  should  always  be  at  war,  because 
jie'n  all  have  the  same  dispositions,  and  will  act  in 
the  same  way  ih  sfinilar  circumstances.  What 
enabled  Great  Britain  to  carry  on  war  against  the 
United  States  when  she  sought  to  humble  us?^ 
Her  navy.  What  has  enabled  her  to  keep  Eu- 
ropean trade  in  bondage  for  years  past?  Her 
navy.  What  enabled  her  to  commit  enormities 
in  Hindostan,  the  bare  relation  of  which  would 
ad4  a  gloom  to  the  regions  of  the  dead?  Her 
navy.  Sir,  such  an  instrument  I  do  not  want  to 
possess.  Seeing^  that  no  good  can  aris^  from  an 
establishment  of, this  kind,  I  would  cheerfully 
vote  for  its  reduction  as  low  as  I  can. 

Mr.  Rhea  was  totally  opposed  to  the  whole  of 
the  tesolution.  He  said  he  was  not  about  to  at- 
tempt to  do  away  what  had  been  said  in  relation 
to  disputes  in  the  Army.  They  had  no  relation 
whatever  to  the  suhject  before  the  House.  If  the 
officers  did  their  duty  as  far  as  corom^anded,  he 
said  it  was  all  the  tJnited  States  could  ask  from 
them.  To  he  sure,  said  he,  the  whole  number 
we  have  got  tstoo  small  for  a  War  Establishment, 
and  indeed  may  be  too  few  for  a  Peace  Estab- 
lishment :  but  they  are  equal,  take  them  together, 
to  the  same  number  of  any  troops  in  the  world. 
I  will  observe  to  those  who  are  so  anxious  to 
adopt  this  resolution,  that  we  have  our  neutrality 
to  support.  That  we  might  appear  at  formidable 
as  may  be  to  those  in  opposition  to  us,  we  ought 


not  by  passing  this  resolution  to  striff  ounelvei 
bare  of  military  force.  What  would  geatlemea 
have?  Do  they  desire  that  the  whole  natioa 
should  be  naked  of  defence  through  their  whim 
and  caprice?  I  am  not  for  relinquishing  any 
principle  we  can  support.  So  Ions  as  we  eta 
support  our  neutrality,  so  long  shall  we  be  re- 
spected by  the  nations  of  Europe.  I  deny  that 
we  have  yet  relinquished  a  single  principle  of 
right.  The  belligerents  have  harassed  ear  trade; 
but  have  we  relinquished  anything  to  them?  We 
have  not.  A  navy  at  this  time  is  neeessary  to 
keep  marauders  off  our  coast.  -  If  we  bad  suck 
vessels  in  our  waters  before  the  murder  of  Pierce, 
that  probably  would  not  have  taken  place;  H 
gentl.eipen  are  not  willing  that  our  coasts  aid 
waters  should  be  liable  to  the  molestation  of  every 
little  picaroon,  they  will  vote  for  the  redoetioft 
of  the  Navy. 

^My  objection  to  expenses  is  as  great  as:  that  of 
^ny  man,  but  I  cannot  on  that  score  agree  to  this 
resolution.  I  feel  a  reliance  on  the  militia;  bat, 
sir,  suppose  the  Indians  come  to  MiehillimackiDic 
or  the  posts  in  Qhio— are  you  to  repel  them  by  the 
militia  ?  I  am  not  fof  distarbing  those  people 
from  their  useful  occupations.  Let  us  Mt,Jfor 
fear  of  expense,  do  a  thitig  whieh  we  mi|[ht  re- 
pent at  a  ruture  day.  It  appears  to  me  as  if  mo- 
ney was  the  order  of  the  day.  We  raost  have 
commerce  to^^  moneys  we  most  disband  the 
Army  and  Navy  to  save  money.  It  seeois  to  he 
considered  the  sumwum  banum.  As  Iitn  not 
of  that  opinion^  I  hope  the  resolution  wiU'OOt 
pass.  . 

Mr  McKiw  said  that  all  the  proofs  he  had  here- 
tofore received  of  the  sincerity  of  the  ^ntleaiiii 
(Mr.  Macon)  woo  had  made  this  motioo,  eoetd 
not  make  him  believe  that  he  was  serioas  in  pro- 
posing to  disband  the  whole  of  the  pres^pt  little 
Army.  When  all  Europe  is  in  arms,  said  he, 
when  our  rights  are  wantonly  trampled  on,  it  ap- 
pears to  me  the  most  extmordinary  propositi^ 
ever.made  to  a  deliberative  body.  The  expense  his 
teen  dwelt  on ;  but  that  will  not  terrify  me  ^ 
an  acquiescence  in  the  proposition.  Your  Arflf 
is  in  the  United  States.  Where  does  your  ino- 
ney  come  from  ?  It  is  collected  from  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  Where  is  it  apeat,  if  •?• 
propriated  to  the  support  of  the  Army  ?  In  the 
United  States.  It  returns  to  the  people  who  paid 
it.  I  have  no  idea  of  a  Uule  expense  iaduciog 
this  House  to  demolislr  its  means  oi  defence.  To 
have  been  perfectly  consistent,  the  resolatioa 
should  hiave  comprehended  the  demolition  of  our 
forts,  the  sale  of  the  cannon,  d^.  Our  Aroy  ^ 
very  little  more  than  auffipienc  to  take  care  of 
them.^  At  any  time  when  wo  can  see  the  natioi^ 
of  Europe  return  to  order,  the  spirit  of  war  and 
depredation  asleep,  and  those  evib  which  tbreaten 
the  very  dissolution  of  civil  society  corrected,  ij 
will  be  time  enough*  to  reduce  our  military  aod 
naval  force.  At  present  I  hope  we  shall  neither 
disband  or  reduce  the  Army. 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  abhoogh  the  officers  De- 
longing  to  the  additional  military  force  were  on- 
derstood  to  have  been  appointed  in  some  measure 
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from  ft  giren  political  wnj  in  the  country,  from 
persoos  coosiaered  as  beloQgiDg  to  a  certain  po- 
litical sect,  and  that  persons  of  a  different  de- 
scription were  put  by,  as  not  worthy  ofthehoi^or 
of  being  intrusted  with  the  public  defence ;  still 
he  did  not  feel  so  strongly  tor  the  smallness  of 
that  transaction  as  that  he  would  be  willing  tp 
set  down  the  officers  so  appointed  as  unworthy 
the  offices  they  held.  He  said  he  was  not  willing 
to  suppose  that  there  could  be  any  large  portion 
of  the  Army,  of  whaterer  political  complexion 
its  officers  should  be  selected,  that  could  not  be 
trusted  to  fight  the  battles  of  the  country  eren 
io  point  of  military  spirit.  We  ought  not,  there- 
fore, said  he,  to  reproach  our  Axmy  with  wallow- 
ingr  in  luxury,  and  as  enervated  by  indulgence, 
ikOT  to  say  that  we  feel  a  distrust  in  the  officers 
or  troops,  or  that  we  deem  them  deficie&t  in  dis- 
cipline or  prudence. 

Haring  made  these  obsenrationk  in  relation  to 
the  Army — and  I  certainly  think  that  non^  of  the 
officers  from  the  State  which  I  represent  received 
their  recommendation  from  the  Representatives 
of  that  State,  not  even  from  my  coUeagQe  (Mr. 
Talioiaoqb)  under  whose  suggestions  many  al- 
termtions  in  the  law  for  raising  the  Ar^y  were 
matie ;  and  certainly,  sir,  whoever  was  Secretary 
of  War,  he  could  not  have  claimed  precedence 
of  my  colleague  for  the  actual  knowleidge  or  ao-. 
tual  skill— yet  still  in  respect  to  this  army  it  is 
nnderYstood  that  the  delegations  from  all  the  States 
in  the  Union  were  consulted  but  Connecticut  and 
Delaware;  Delaware  I  believe  was  considered 
under  the  guardianship  of  Maryland ;  Conneett- 
cQt  was  to  find  whom  she  conld-^although.  this 
coarse  of  proceeding  was  pursued,  1  am  not  for 
reproaebing  the  officei^  appointed,  as  military 
men,  till  some  palpable  cause  shall  be  found ;  for 
I  eonsider  the  soldier's  sense  of  honor  one  of  the 
best  traits  of  bis  character;  and  if  that  bedis- 
resarddd,  we  are  not  to  expect  our  officers  and 
soldiers  to  distinguish  themselves  by  correctness 
of  conduct  or  auention  to  the  duties  of  their 
sution. 

1  have  to  observe,  sir,  as  to  the  course  of  pro- 
eedove  io  the  relinquisbment  of  any  of  the  past 
measures,  that  to  all  gentlemen  who  consider  this 
system  of  restrictive  energv  as  the  sol^mode  of 
maintaining  our  rights,  and  as  an  essential  prin- 
ciple of  independence,  and  are  now  giving  it  up, 
it  must  be  a  subject  of  much  difficulty ;  and  gen- 
tlenaeD  who  consider  this  resistance  as  a  pledge 
of  national  independence  and  .a  guarantee  of  na- 
tional honor,  most  view  it  with  horror.  I  respect 
the  sentiment  which  detests  the  surrender  of  that 
honor  of  which  we  are  the  suardians,.  especially 
in  this  Hall,  which  should  be  as  the  Temple'  of 
Freedom.  But  let  ffenilemen  themselves  take 
care  of  that  affair.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
I  never  considered  it  a  mode  of  defending  our 
rights.  I  never  expected  it  to  produce  that  effect. 
I  might  have  respected  the  zeal  of  gentlemen,  but 
as  to  the  operation  of  the  system,  1  had  no  confi- 
dence in  it.  I  do  not  think  it  was  proper  to  at- 
tempt to  maintain  our  independence  by  adopting 
the  old  colonial  system  or  non^exportation  ana 


non-consumption.  If,  to  be  sure,  we  were  now 
colonies  of  another  Power,  and  had  provincial 
agents  at  the  British  Court,  to  implore  His  Ma- 
jesty to  look  upon  our  sufferings  and  ffraoiously 
to  relieve  us  from  the  burdens  be  and  bis  Parlia- 
liament  had  put  upon  us,  all  this  system  would 
be  proper.  But,  sir,  till  we  agree  tnat  our  Min- 
isters Plenipotentiary  are  but  the  agents  of  the 
colonies  of  the  British  Empire,  as  a  system  of 
opposition  to  one  or  the  other  belligerent,  it  isa  sys- 
tem radically  wrong.  In  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
you  are  doomed  to  fail  in  the  contest  of  com- 
mercial restriction.  The  nature  of  things  is,  that 
the  contest  is  so  unequal  that  no  human  virtue 
can  enable  you  to  triumph.  Whilst  those  iu;ainst 
whom  you  act  suffer  a  loss  of  a  fourth  of  their 
revenue^  vou  suffer  a  loss  of  one- half  pr  three- 
fourths  or  your  revenue.  The  reaction  on  you 
is  geater  than  the  action  on  your  opponent.  You 
are  doomed  to  fail  precisely  for  the  same  reason 
that  any  line  of  troops  passively  exposed  to  a  fire 
must  suffi^r  morie  than  those  actively  engaged. 
Passive  enduraoce  is  more  painful  ,than  action. 
To  endure  with  patience  is  the  severest  test  of 
firmness.  This  system,  sir,  has  nothing  in  it  con- 
formable with  my  ideas  of  maintaining  the  honor, 
independence,  and  rights  of  the  country.  If^en- 
tlemcii  have  found  that  the  system  has  failed, 
they  have  the  felicity^  which  every  man  may  hope 
for,  pf  learning  wisdom  by  experience  in  the  result 
of  his  own  error.  If  they  tnink  the  system  has 
now  failed  and  ought  to  be  abandoned,  they  have 
a  consolation,  that  under  the  difficulty  of  persever- 
ing, under  the  ^reat  loss  Of  public  money,  and  the 
great  public  dissatisfaction,  they  have  shown  a 
determination  to  hold  on  in  the  course  they  had 
commenced.  They  would  be  singularly  unfor- 
tunate if  they  had  not  now  the  benefit  of  correct- 
ing their  own  errors. 

.  Dismissing  this  subject,  however.  I  come  to 
the  question^  whether  we  should  have  any  rej^ 
ular  troops  in  the  service  of  the  United  States, 
lam  for  having  some,  because  I  consider  a  cer- 
tain^ force  as  necessary  to  economy,  as  necessary 
to  the  convenience  of  our  people,  as  necessary  to 
the. saving  of  public  property.  To  call  out  the 
militia  to  serve  in  garrisons  ■  might  be  extremely 
vexatious  to  the  citizens.  While  one  detachment 
would  be  marching  to  the  fort,  and  one  from  it, 
they  would  be  additionally  expensive  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.  On  an  average,  they  would  cost  a 
third  more  and  do  much  less  than  th^  same  num- 
ber of  regular  troops.  Another  difficulty  in  call- 
ing out  the  militia  for  this  purpose  would  be,  that 
the  perpetual  change  of  troops,  and  more  espe- 
cially as  they  are  of  a  description  which  have 
not  that  close  observation  and  attention  to  com- 
mand essential  to  the  policy  of  an  army,  would 
prevent  a  proper  care  being  taken  of  the  public 
stores.  Under  such  a  system  We  should  spoil  one 
very  good  cultivator  of  the  soil  to  make  one  very 
bad  soldier ;  it  would  cost  more  money  and  expose 
to  considerable  waste  the  public  stores.  I  am 
therefore  against  disbanding  the  whole  Army  of 
the  United  States. 
Mr.  Dawso.x  expressed  his  hope  that  gentlemen 
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would  eoirtail  the  debate  and  peniiif  a  qviesdoa 
to  be  taken. 

Mr.  Macon  again  spoke  in  faror  of  disbanding 
the  Army. 

The  partial  redaction  of  the  Army  was  advo- 
eated  hf  Messrs.  Tallhadob  and  Root,  add  op-^ 
posed  by  Messrs.  Hollano,  and  Bo^o. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  the  resolution  was 
amended,  so  as  to  read  as  follows:^ 

<«  Resolved,  That  the  Mifitaiy  Bstabfishmcint  of  the 
United  States  onght  to  be  reduced ;  and  that  the  Naral 
BstabKshment  ought  to  be  reduced." 

Mr.  Root  then  called  for  a  divi^on  ot  the 
question. 

And  the  question  being  taken  on  so  much  as 
relates  to  the  Miiitai^y  Establishment,  was  carried, 
ayes  77 — present  about  100  'members.  > 

And  the  question  wa^  taken  on  the  remaining 
part  relative  to  the  Naval  Establishment,  and  car- 
tied,  ayes  63. 

The  question  on  the  whole  resolution  was  then 
taken  and  carried. 

The  Committee  rose  and  reported  progress  on 
the  duty  bill,  obtained  leave  to  sit  again  on  it,  aiid 
reported  their  agreement  to  the  resolution. 

The  House  agreed  now  to  consider  the  report 
of  the  committee,  but,  before  taking  a  question  on 
It,  adjourned. 

Tdesdat,  April  17. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
to  amend  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  for  the  estab- 
,  lishment  of  a  Turnpike  Company  in  the  county 
of  Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbia ;"  and 
the  same  being  twice  read,  were  coneurted  in  by 
the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burwbll,  who  observed 
that  th^  amendfaent  he  had  wished  to  propose 
^o  the  biU  would  be  more  appropriately  added  to 
ftoother  bill,  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  were 
disebarjged  from  the  further  consideration  of  th^ 
bill  fixing  the  compensation  of  public  Mimsters, 
^c,  and  it  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

A  letter  from  the;  Secretary  of  the  TreasuTy 
was  laid  before  the  House,  transmitting  a  partic- 
ular statement  of  the  receipts,  expenditures,  loans, 
dbc,  from  the  commencement  of  the  Ciovern- 
merit,  made  out  in  conformity  to  a  resolution  of 
the  HoQse,  passed  a  few  days  ago,  on  the  sugges- 
tion of  Mr.  It ANDOLPH . 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  establishment 
of  a  quartermaster's  department,  was  twice  read, 
and  committed. 

The  bill  to  allow  the  benefit  of  drawback  to 
goods  transported  by  land  from  Boston  to  New- 
port and  from  Newport  to  Boston,  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  transported  coastwise,  was  ^ead  a 
third  time,  and  passed. 

The  Hoose  took  up,  for  consideration,  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  examine 
into  the  title  to  the  batture. 

The  first  amendment  requires  the  Commission- 
ers appointed  to  collect  testimony  for  that  pur- 
poae  to  go  to  New  Orleans. 


This  amendment  was  negatived,  Mr.  Ghoi^oii 
opposing  and  Mr.  Lton  Supporting  it— ayes  17. 

The  second  amendment  |foes  to  strike  out  tbe 
clause  requiring  the  Commissioners,  appointed  to 
collect  testimony,  to  report  to  Congress  iheir 
opinion  thereon,  and  to  insert  the  following:  'Ho- 
gether  with  the  taw,  usage,  tedicis,  or  costoms, 
upon  wh^ch  the  ^id  title  may  depend,  and  Wbidi 
they  shall  also  collate  and  arrange.'* 

Mr.  Po  IN  dexter  opposed  and  Mr.  Ltow  sop- 
ported  the  amendment ;  which  was  negatived- 
67  to  40. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  that  in  reviewing  the  bosineBs 
before  the  Hquse,  he  thought  it  was  impossible  to 
adjourn  on  the  23d  instant,  as  they  had  agreed  to 
do.    He  therefore  moved  to  rescind  that  vote 

The  House  agreed  to  consider  the  motion,  50 
to  53. 

Mr.  Slt  oppoaed  tbe  motion  is  prematare,  ifiil 
irregular,  inasmuch  as  it  appeared  to  him  to  hi 
proper  that  the  proposttion  to  reaeind  should  eeiM 
rrom  the  House  which  had  last  agreed  to  tke  res- 
olution, as  it  was  to  be  supposed  that  tbe  Hoese 
would  fnUy  have  investigated  it.  Tbe  Seosts, 
beside,  Mr.  fi.  said,  was  the  body  most  likely  to 
be  pptsesaed  'of  facts  ot  evidence  which  woald 
render  it  proper  to  protract  the  session. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  be  would  mdve  that  the  reso- 
lution should  lie  on  the  table  but  that  he  bad  ot- 
derstood  the  rules  of  the  Senate  required  three 
days  for  the  passage  of  such  a  resolution;  and,  if 
not  passed  to-day,  it  might  not  be  in  time  for  the 
Senate  to  act  on  it  before  the  day  fixed  for  td- 
joomment. 

Mr.  LivfiaMORB  was  of  opinion  that  tbe  reso* 
lation  should  originate  with  the  Seteie.  Unlen 
something  was  oSlpred  from  the  fizecttttrewliieA 
should  render  it  necessary  to  proti^Ct  tfaeiMoe, 
he  was  agaiDBt  the  resolution. 

Mr.  GfioLaoif  moved  to  anaedd  the  Dotioo,  bf 
adding  thereto  a  reaolution  to  adjoura  oa  the  Ist 
of.  May. 

Mr.  PiTKfif  said  if  the  question  Was  taken  now, 
he  should  vote  against  it.  If  the  President  M 
received  informatioa  to  make  it  nec^sarf  W 
Congress  to  continue  longer  together,  he  trustw 
he  would  give  it.  If  anjr  such  Informatioo^ 
in  his  po^ession,  it  was  his  ddty  to  commnniot* 
it  to  the  Houjbe..  Tbe  President  knew  that  Coi- 
eress  had  determined  to  adjourn  on  tbe  23d.  U 
he  wished  them  to  continue  longer,  Mr.  P.  ^^ 
be  truBifed  that  he  would  give  them  that  ioformt- 
tion.  Till  that  information  was  received,  lie 
could  ftot  agree  to  rescind  iheirote  foradjoom- 
ment.  . 

Mr.  Nelson  said  his  ideis  accorded  B€t,"f 
with  those  of  the  gentlemah  last  up.  Not^bcmj 
prepared  now  to  act  on  the  reaolution,  he  m(ff^ 
thut  it  liecm  the  table. 

Mr.  Fist  hoped  the  resolution  would  bo^"*  ^ 
the  uble,  nor  be  amended  as  proposed,  and  eitw 
the  various  important  concerns  ilow  de^M»^B 
before  Congress  as  so  many  argements  in  «^o 
of  the  motion,  particuiarly  the  reinewal  ot  «« 
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difxter  of  the  Bapk  of  the  United  States.  If  Ihis 
sotijeot  was  not  acted  on,  the  President  might  be 
coocipelM  on  accoontof  ittooonvene  Congress 
in  an  extra  session. 

Mf .  dumcY  opposed  the  resolndon.  If  Con- 
gnae  wcie  now  to  protrac4  thesesslon,  in  what  sit- 
aation  wonld  they  place  the  merohant,  who  had 
calculated  with  eertatnty  on  the  adjournment  of 
Congress  on  the  23d,  and  consequently  on  the 
expiration  of  the  non-iuterconrse  law  at  that  time? 
Was  the  House  going  thps;  to  hang  them  in  sus- 
pense t  If  the  resolution  w&s  adopted,  a  bill  foi 
tbe  immediate  repeal  of  the-non-iQCercours^r  inust 
l^  siqif^haoeoasly  passed. 

M^nrs.  GoLO  and  Ufhah  also  opposed  the 
reaoJoiion,  and  Mr.  Macqw  supported  it. 

Tk^  mption  to  lay  it  on  the  table  was  cnrried, 
51  to  45. 

TAZOO  CLAIMS. 
Mr.  EA^tnoLPB  said  that,  daring  the  pteseni 
aiMttion,  a  memorial  had  been  pMsente^  to  the 
Hnoaeoa  behalf  of  the  New  England  Mississippi 
Lf  nd  Company,  embracing  what  was  generally 
knospa  hy  the  appellation  of  the  Yasoo  oiaim, 
wlKieh  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Claims.  From  that  Committee  he  had  been  in 
expectation  of  a  report  for  some  weeks  past.  He 
said  ke  was  informed  bv  the  chairOMm  of  that. 
comoMttee  that  they  had  been  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  that  memoHal,  and 
that  it  was  now  on  the  table  of  the  House.  Mr. 
R.  expressed  his  regret  at  the  course  this  busi- 
ness h^d  taken.  He  said,  he  did  not  wish  that 
anything  should  be  done.  directl|r  or  indirectly. 
hj  any  act  of  commission  or  omission,  that  should 
gire  any*,  tbe  slightest  degree  of  countenance  to 
that  claim.  Tbe  House  must  be  apprized,  that  a 
jndtoial  decision^  pf  no  small  importance,  had, 
daring  the  present  session^ of  Congress,  taken 
place  in  relation  to  thfit  subject.  Now  he  fcfired 
tiMt  an  ahBa^onment  on  the  part  of  the  House  of 
an  examination  of  that  question,  patticniarly  at 
tha  lime  when  it  was  i^ndoned,  would  wear  the 
appenrance  abroad  of  acquiescence  in  that  judi* 
cial  decision  on  their  part.  If  it  was  any  ordi- 
nary claim,  I  should  ha^e  no  apprehension ;  but 
I  liaTit  been  acquainted  with  this  claim  from  tbe 
time  of  its  introduction  into  this  House,  and 
sorely  ncTer  hes  a  claim  heen  pressed  npon  the 
public  with  such  pertinacity,  with  such  art,  with 
such  andacity.  Not  a  single  circumstance,  how- 
erer  slight,  has  arisen  in  either  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature, not  a  single  act  have  we  done,  or  failed 
to  do, in  relation  to  the  claim,  that  tbe  petitioners 
have  not  modestly  adduced  as  an  evidence  not 
merely  of  the  justice  of  their  claim^  but  of  a  dis- 
position on  our  part  to  subscribe  to' it.  I  do  there- 
fore hope,  as  this  claim  has  rested  so  long  before: 
the  Committee  of  Claims  m  that  they  have 
made  up  their  minds  on  the  subject  so  asao  ena- 
ble them  to  make,  a  report  on  it,  that  they  will 
iadoige  the  House  with  a  report  on  it.  I  there- 
fore  move  that  the  petition  be  referred  to  tbe 
Committee  of  Claima,  with  instruetionatoteport 
tbcfeon  to  the  Hoose. 


Mr.  JoBifnoM  objected  to  the  reference,  on  ac- 
count of  the  lateness  of  the  session^  the  pressure  of 
other  business,  and  tbe  iinpossibiiit^  or  making  a 
report  during  the  present  session  m  time  to  be 
acted  on  by  the  House. 

Mr.  lavfiRMORE  expressed  his  anxiety  that  this 
question  should,  in  some  shape  or  other,  be 
brbught  before  tbe  House.  He  said,  the  claim- 
apts  felt  strong  in  the  justice  of  their  claim,  and 
were  anxious  Tor  a  discussion  and  fair  investiga- 
tion  of  iL 

Mr.  Tbodp  advocated  tbe  reference.  In  alio* 
sion  to  the  late  decision  of  the  8i]^preme  Court, 
he  said  it  was  a  decision  which  tbe  mind  of  every 
man  ^uaobed  to  Republican  principles  miut  re- 
volt at.  He  said  it  was  necessary,  if  the  House 
were  not  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  that  decision,^ 
that  sonie  step  should  be  tjaken  in  relfttion  to  this 
petition. 

Mr«  RannoLPB,  eta  the  sagoestion  of  Mir.  Jobn- 
soif,  that  th^  Comm^tee  of  Claims  would  not 
have  time  to  prep&re  and  maturoa  report,  with- 
drew his  motion  for  reference  of  the  memorial  to 
that  committee,  and  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

*^Bei9hed,  That  t^  P^yer  of  the  petition  of  tbe 
New  EogUnd  Mississippi  Land  Compaoy,  is  nnrea- 
sonmble,  nnjnst,  and  ougbt  not  to  be  granted." 

The  Hoose  refused  to  consider  the  motion — 
yeas  46,  nays 54,  as  follows: 

Y»AS— William  W.  Bibb,  John  Brown,  Robert 
Brpwn,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  B^tthew 
Clay,  John  Olepton,  Howell  Cobb,  William  Crawford^ 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Emott,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Ghokion,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Heripan  Knickerback^r, 
Edward'  St.  Loe  LiTermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron 
I^le,  Nathaniel  Macoa,  Robert  Marion,  Alexander 
MoKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thos. 
Moore,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nidiol- 
soii»  Joseph  Pearson,  John  Porter,  John  Randolidi, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Reane»  Samuel 
Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smitht  John  Saulii, 
Samuel  6nuth,  Itichard  Stanford^  Geoige  M.  Troup, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  R^nsseUeif 
Robert  Whitehill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  Jamea 
Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  William  Chamberlia, 
Epsphroditus  Champion,  James  Cox,  Richard  Cutts, 
Jobn  Datenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  William  Find- 
ley,  Jonathan  FLsk,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gard- 
ner, DaTid  S.  Garland,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Nathaniel 
A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  jnnidr,  Robert  Jenkins,  Rich- 
ard M.  Jobnson,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Jeremiab  Morrow^  Jonathan 
O.  Mosetey,  Bei^amin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
junior,  Elisha  R.  Pottery  Josiah  Qoincjf,  Erastoo  Root, 
fibeneaec  8a«a,  Thomas  Saounona,  Ebeneaer  Seaver, 
Adam  Seyber^  Daniel  Sbefiey,  John  Sknilie,  Henry 
Southard,  James  Gftephenspn,  Jacob  Swoops,  Samuel 
Taggajr^  Beiuarain  Talhnadge,  John  Taylor,  John 
Tbompson,  UriTrac^,  Jabez  Unbam,  Robert  Weakley, 
Lahan  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Withexspoon. 

Mr.  RANnoLPa  said  as  hia  object  was  thus  de% 
feated,  and  the  House  did  not  seem  disposed  to 
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discuss  that  motion,  he  should  propose  another. 
He  moved  that  the  petitioners  hare  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petition. 

This  motion  occasioned  a  very  desultory  de- 
bate, in  which  Messrs.  Bibb,  Bacon,  Eet,  Q,niN- 
CT,  Smilie,'  Randolph.  Liyermore,  Troop,  and 
Sbbppet,  took  part.  The  great  objecCion  to  the 
motion  was,,  that  it  proposed  a  course  which  the 
petitioners  themselves  had  not  requested,  and 
which  was  not  usually  pursued,  unless  where, 
after  an  investigation  of  a  petition,  it  was  deemea 
wholly  improper  to  act  on  it. 

Mr.  dniNCT  moved  to  postpone  the  motion 
indefinitely. 

After  further  debate,  dn  niotion  of  Mr.  Qhol- 
80N,  the  further  consideration  of  the  whole  sub-, 
ject  wis  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table — 54  to  36. 

REDUCTION  OP  THE  ARMY  AND  NAVY. 

^  The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday. 

The  first  part  of  the  resolution  being  under 
consideration  as  follows: 

*'  Remfhed,  That  the  MiUtary  Estmblishment  of  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  reduced/* 

Mr.  BnawfiLL  spoke  in  support  of  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Mr.  Qholson  assigned  his  reasons  for  the  vote 
he  was  about  to  ffive. 

Mr.  Dana  replied  to  some  of  Mr.  Gholson's 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  commercial  restric- 
tions. 

Mr.  duiNCY  said  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  ab- 
surd to  adopt  a  general  principle  and  send  it  to  a 
committee  to  report  a  bill,  without  giving  that 
committee  particulat  instructions,  which  might 
ffive  them  some  idea  of  the  wishes  of  the  House. 
Mr.  CI.'  was  himself  desirous  of  reducing  the 
present  military  force  to  about  five  thousand 
men,  the  number  he  supposed  proper  for  a  t'eace 
Bstablishmenty  and  further  he  did  not  wish  to  go. 
He 'therefore  moved  to  amend  the  resolution, 
which  was  now  too  indefinite,  by  adding  words  to 
this  eflect :  **  By  providing  for  reducing,  by  law, 
'  the  regiments  of  dragoons  and  riflemen,  and  au- 
<  thoriziog  the  disbanding  the  Brigadier  .Generals 
'  and  all  supernumerary  stafif  ana  company  ofli- 
*  cers,  except  such  as  shall  be  necessary  to  orean- 

« ize regiments  of  infantry,  and of  ar- 

*tillery."  c 

Mr.  Randolph  opposed  tbe  amendment,  be- 
cause in  defining  what  was  thought  loo  indefinite, 
it  restricted  the  committee  too  mucb;  and,  also, 
because  it  proposed  to  disband  the  Brigadiers, 
when,  but  a  few  days  ago,  the  House  had  appoint- 
ed a  committee  to  examine  into  the  conauct  of 
one  of  them ;  and,  now  to  disband  them,  would 
look  as  if  the  House  wished  to  quash  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  dniifCT's  motion  was  negativcd-^es  13. 

Mr.  RaBA  moved  to  commit  the  resolution  to 
the  Conimittee  on  the  Military  Establishment, 
with  a  view  to  obtaining  a  biM  for  a  specific  re- 
duction, though  he  was  against  any  reduction. 

The  motion  was  lost,  and  the  first  part  of  the 
resolution  was  then  agreed  to— yeas  81,  nays  31, 
as  follows : 


YsA»— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Exekiel  Bacon,  Bnnrtll 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaifdeU,  Jamei 
Breckenridge,  William  A.  BurweU,  WiUiam  Butler, 
John  Campbell/  WiUiam  ChamberliD,  Epapbroditoi 
Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb»  XanMi  Cod- 
ran»  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  DaToiport,  jr^  Joha  Diw- 
son,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  M^ 
shack  Franklin,  BaniUai  Gannett,  David  8.  Otrbnd, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterion  Goodwyn,  ThcMBtt  R. 
GoJ|d,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Harea,  Btniel 
Heister,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robfit 
Jenkins,  Richard  M.  Johna6n,  William  Keaned^, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewu, 
junior,  Edward  8t  Loe  Livermore,  Matthew  Ljod, 
Atiroi^  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  ViDoent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Wm. 
Milnor, Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  JbnathanO. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  junior, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qaincj, 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 'PennsyNama,  Matthin 
Richards,' Erastus  Root,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shiv, 
Dan'l  Shefley,  Dennb  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Sniik, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Sunlbrd,  James  StepheuoBf 
Jacob  Swoope,  Samnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadfe, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompeon,  Uri  Traegr,  Jabes  Up- 
ham,  ArchibiUd  Van  Horn,  KUlian  K.  Van  Rea«eltfr, 
Robert  Weakiey,  Laban  Wheaton,  Eaekiel  WhkBio, 
Janies  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd, 
Joseph  Calhonn,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  Jamet 
Cox,  WillUm  Crawford,  William  Findley,  JoBtthtn 
Fiak,  Gideon  Gaidner,  James  Holland,  BeajtouJi 
Howard,  W*lter  Jones,  Alexander  MoKim,  ?!«•«* 
M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  B.  Moore, 
Gordon  S.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Nicholson. 
John  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Bt»n«. 
EtJeneicr  Sage,  "Thomas  Sammons,  George  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Robert  White- 
hill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

The  question  was  tben  stated  on  coocurriiig  i^ 
the  second  member  of  the  resolution,  which  is  is 
follows: 

«  And  that  the  Naval  EstabUahment  of  the  Vtm 
Sutes  ought  to  be  redttoed." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Hale  to  «in»J 
the  said  second  member)  by  inserting)  ift«r  tn 
word  "  reduged,"  the  following :  "  by  8ellin|80Ch 
gunboats  or  crafts  attached  to  it  as  may; »«  *J^ 
opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Nary,  *>J"!*"Jg 
cessary  or  incompetent  to  the  service.  And* 
question  being  taken  on  the  said  amendment," 
was  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  question  was  taken  on  concurring  in  t^^ 
said  second  member,  and  resolved  in  the  attrtn 
live — yeas  65,  nays  46,  as  follows : 

r«AS-^WaUs  Alston,  jr.,.  Eackiel  Bacon,  Wil^ 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdeU,  James  B^ck^^T^^jJjin. 
Ham  Butler,  John  Campbell,  William  ChanilJ«Yr 
Epaphroditus  Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  ^^^^^^ 
James  Cochran,  John  Davenport,  junior,  John  JJJVa 
Joseph  Desha,  WUliam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Mew^ 
Franklin,  David  S.  Oariand,  Thomas  O^jJ^'i.^ 
son  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Wi«i*«,^^.Sb»n, 
Heister,Jamee  HoUand,  Jacob  Hufty,  ^^^^^^l^axp 
jun.,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WUliam  Kenne<^ J^^;, 
B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  J^^^P^tJ^  Vm- 
Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Manoo* 
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eent  Matthewi*  ATchibald  McBiyde,  SflmiiQel  McKee, 
John  Mootgomerj,  Thomts  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonttbtn  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Peanon,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkm,  junior,  Biiaha  R.  Pottei^, 
John  Ri^deiph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias 
Richards,  Adam  Seybert,  Samael  Shaw,  Daniel  ShefTey, 
Dennis  ^melt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Samael  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Ben- 
jamin Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  Jabei  Upham,  Kiliian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Laban 
Wheaton. 

Nats — Wflliam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Barwell 
Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  William  A.  Barwell,  Joseph 
CsHioaD,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox, 
Wflliaa  Crawford,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  WilUam  Find- 
ley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barzillai  Gannett^  Gideon  Gard- 
ner, Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Benjamin  Howard,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  John  Love, 
Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  MiHerr  William  MU- 
wa,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Gurdon  S.  Mumlbrd,  Roger 
NslsDO,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  Josiah  Qain<^, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Roane,  £r^tas  Root, 
Ebeoexer  Sag^  Tkomas  Sammbns,  Henry  Southard, 
Jtmes  Stephenson,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Archibald  Van. 
Horn,  Robert  Whitehill,  .Ezekiel  Whitman,  James 
Wilson^  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon, 

And  thea  the  question  was  taken  that  the 
House  do  a^ee  to  the  whole  of  the  said  resolu- 
tion, and  resolved  io  the  affirmative^yeas  60, 
aays  31,  as  follows : 

Ys  AS — ^WiUia  Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Bi^con,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  William  Butler,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  ^Catthew 
Clay,  James  Cochran,  John  Davenport,  jumbr,  John 
Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott, 
Mediack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Petersoh  Good- 
wyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Jacob  Hofty,  Richard  Jacksdn, 
lon^  Richard  M..  Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Maeon,  Robert  Marion,  Yin- 
cent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Samuel  McKee, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  |if  ose- 
ley,  Joseph  Pewrson,  Tsmothj  Pitkin,  junior,  John 
Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Sh%w,  Daniel  Shefiey, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Smith,  Samuel 
Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  George 
M.  TWd,  Jabez  Upham,  KUlian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  With- 
erspoon. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook, 
James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  William  Findley,  Jon- 
athan Fisk,  Gideon  Gardner,  James  Holland,  Beniamin 
Hovrard,  John  Love,  Alexander  McKim,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Roger 
Nelson,  John  Nicholson/  John  Porter,  John  Rhea  of 
TeniMsaee,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sam- 
mons,  George  Smith,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy, 
Charles  Tvmer,  junior,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  James 
Wibon. . 

Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bill?,  be  brought  in. 
parsuant  to  the  first  member  of  the  said  resola- 
tioD ;  and  that  Mr.  Smilie,  Mr.  Root,  Mr.  Lton, 
Mr.  Stanford,  and  Mr.  Shaw,  do  prepare  and 
bring  in  the  same. 


IS 


Ordered,  That  a  bill,  or  bills,  be  brought  in, 
pursuant  to  the  second  member  of  the  said  reso- 
lution ;  and  that  Mr.  Randolph,  Mr.  OuTTS.Mr. 
Tallmadge,  Mr.  Thomas  Moore,  and  Mr.  Cobb, 
do  prepare  and  bring  in  the  same. 


Wednesday,  April  18o 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  Richard  Tervin,  Edwin  Lewis, 
Samuel  Mims,  rfae  Baptist  Church  at  Salem 
Meeting  House,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,  and 
Joseph 'Wilsoi^:  and,  the  same  being  amended, 
was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

^message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendments  to 
the  bill,  entitled  '^An  act  to  examine  into  the  title 
to  the  batture  in  front  of  the  suburb  St.  Mary." 

Mr.  Qai^land,  from  the  committee  appointed, 
on  the  twenty-sixth  of  February  last,  on  the  pe^ 
tition  of  sundry  French  inhabitants  of  the  Mich- 
igan Territory,  made  a  report  thereon;  which  was 
read,  and  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  report  is  as  follows: 

That,  although  the  measure  prayed  for  might  be 
attended  with  temporary  advantage  to  the  petitioners, 
this  consideration  is  greatly  outweighed  by  treasons  of 
public  policy  operating  against  its  adoption, 

If  Congress  were  to  authorize  the  translation  of  the 
laws  into  the  French  language,  they  would  thereby 
give  to  thd  translation  a  sanction  which  would  entitle 
it  to  be  received  in  the  courts  of  that  Territory  as  evi- 
dence of  the  laws  of  the  land;  and  great  inconveni- 
ence and  confusion  might  reeult  from  having  two  sep- 
arate texts  for  the  same  law,  susceptible,  as  they  neces- 
sarily would  be  from  the  imperfection  of  all  languages, 
of  difieient  and  perhaps  oppdsite  interpretations. 

The  policy  of  legaliaing  any  other  than  the  prevail- 
ing language  of  the  country  is  also  otyectionable,  on 
the  ground  that  it  would  tend  to  encourage  and  P^rpf^ 
uate  the  other  dialects  which  partially  prevail  in  diner- 
ent  parts  of  the  Union,  and  which,  it  is  believed,  ought 
rather  to  Se  discouraged. 

In  a  Republic,  where  the  operations  of  Government 
are  the  result  of  the  combined  opinions  of  its  citizens, 
it  is  important  that  the  people  at  large  should  possess, 
not  only  enlightened,  but  similar  views  of  the  public 
interest ;  and  it  is  not,  therefore,  of  more  consequence 
that  information  should  be  generally  disseminated, 
than  that  the  avenue^ to  it  should  be  common. 

The  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  offer  the  fol- 
lowing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer 
of  the  petitioners. 

Mr.  Lots,  after  a  number  of  remarks,  on  the 
multiplicity  of  business  relative  to  the  District  of 
Coiuotbia  now  before  Congress,  and  the  difficulty 
of  deciding  correctly  on  laws  for  the  government 
of  the  District,  where  bills  on  the  subject  were  so 
cursorily' examined  as  they  must  be  when  passed 
in  this  House,  moved  the  following  resolution. 
Such  a  system  for  the  government  of  the  territory 
as  should  be  matured  and  recommended  by  these 
commissioners,  he  thought  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  In  adopting : .   , 

«<  Re»oht4,  by  ike  Senate  and  Htmee  of  Represent" 
oHvee  of  the  United  States,  That  the  Pre•ide^t  of  Ihe 
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United  States  be  aathorixed  and  he  is  hereby  antfaomed 
to  appoint  three  personsy  who,  or  any  two  of'  them, 
flhall  prepare  auch  code  of  iawe  for  the  government  of 
the  District  of  Colivnbiat  in  addition  and  amendment  tp 
the  laws  at  present  in  force  in  said  District,  as  they 
shall  find  necessary  and  proper,  and  report  the  same  to 
the  next  session  of  Congress  for  their  consideration ; 
an^  that  the  said  oommisstonem  shall  be  allowed  the 
sum  of  six  dollars  per  day  while  they  shall  be  engaged 
in  the  said  busii^essj  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in 
the  Treasury." 

And  on  th^  question  that  the  House  do  now 
consider  the  same,  it  was  determined  iu  the  neg* 
ative. 

COMMERCIAL  INTKRC0UR8E. 

The  House  resolved  itself  intp  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  [No."^]  conperoiog  com-^ 
mercial  intercourse  between  the  United  S^tes 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  depen- 
dencies, and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Gholson's  proposition  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  into  it  a  systenp  of  total  non-importat 
tion  from  Great  Britain  and  France  was  Under 
consideration  when  the  House  last  deliberated  on 
this  bill.- 

Mr.  Johnson  stated  to  the  House  an  amend- 
ment which  he  had  it  in  view  to  make,  and  which 
he  should  ofifer  when  the  amendment  of  Mr. 
Gholson  should  be  decided  on. 

M^.  Gbolson  said  he  felt  satisfied  that  the  sys- 
tem which  he  had  proposed  was  the  bes^,  but  see- 
ing a  decided  opposition  to  it,  and  with  a  view  to 
accommodate  ni9  friends  with  an  opportunity  of 
moTiug  amendments,  he  withdrew  his  motion,  re- 
aerviiig  to  himself  the  right  of  urging  it  again  if 
the  amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  should  not  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Johnson  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill,  a&d  insert  the  following  sec- 
tions as  an  amendment  to  the  bill  i 

'^  ^And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  the  two  first  sec-, 
tipns  of  the  act,  entitled  '<  An  act  to  interdict  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  U^ted  States  and 
Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes,"  be,  and  the  same  (ure  hereby  re- 
vived, and  shall,  from  the  passage  qf  this  act,  have  fiiU 
force  and  effect 

^*And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and  al^r  the 
passage  of  this  act,  an  Addition  of  fifty  per  centum 
«hall  be  made  to  the  duties  now  impo/ied  by  law  on  Uie 
importation  0|f  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in  re- 
spect to  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  the  grov^th, 
produce,  or  n^anufacture,  of  any  of  the  dominions, 
colonies,  or  dependencies,  of  either  Great  Britain  or 
France,  or  imported  from  any  of  ^the  said  dominions, 
colonies,  or  dependencies ;  which  additional  duties  shall 
be  levied  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  and  under 
the  same  regulations  and  allowance,  as  to  drawbacks, 
mode  of  security,  and  time  of  payment,  respectively, 
as  are  already  prescribed  by  law  in  relation  to  the  du- 
ties now  in  force  on  the  importation  of  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise.'* 

Mr.  Randolph  observed  that  wben  the  House 
were  last  in  Committee  on  the.bill,  the  Committee 
had  risen  to  give  time  for  consideration  of  an 
affiendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  iWua  Vii- 


ginia  (Mr.  Gbolson.)  That  amet^dmeat  was 
now  withdrawn,  and  another  sulistituted,  which 
he  for  one  could  not  understand.  As  he  rea^ 
believed,  he  said,  that  if  the  House  inean^to  speed 
un profitably  the  remainder  of  the  session,  they 
could  hit  on  no  mode  more  apt  than  continolDg 
in  Committee  on  this  subject,  he  moved  that  the 
Committee  should  rise. 

Messrs,  Johnson  and  Gbolson  opposed  the 
amotion  ;  which  was  lost^  58  to  36. 

Mr.  Randolph  ooestioned  whether  Mr.  Gbol- 
aoN  had  a  right,  after  bis  amendment  had  beea 
ordered  to  be  primied,  and  thus  acted  on  by  the 
Houses  to  withdraw  it.;  but  the  Ghaivman  ore^ 
ruled. the  objection. 

Mr.  Gabland  again  moved  that  the  Cooiffiitles 
rise. 

Thia  motion  was  80)>poried  by  himaclf  and  Mr. 
MiLNoa,  on  the  ground  that  the  additional  do^ 
proposed  was  such  as  would  destroy  all  the  fair 
trade  of  the  country;  that  it  was  impossible  to 
distinguish  between  British  and  French  and  other 
foreign  fabries ;  that  the  very  object  of  rewna 
would  be  defeated  hy  smu^ling  and  by  the  di- 
minution of  importations.  The  amendment  (bef 
said  was  of  great  importan<?e,  and  they  could  Dot 
coropl^tdy  understand  it. 

The  motion  for  the  Committee  to  rise  was  fle- 
gatived,  ayes  34. 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  if  ^entleoien  bad  not  reflected 
maturely  on  this  suligect,  he  hoped  they  would 
before  ihey  undertook  to  pass  a  law  whicnhe  be- 
lieyed  would  go  to  the  entire  distructioli  of  the 
revenue  by  the  introduction  of  additional  duties, 
which  wWd  make  the  15  per  cent,  duty  hw 
after  22^,  that  of  22^  hereafter  33|,  and  all  the 
specific  duties  one  half  greater.  It  would  be  in 
immense  addition*'-aad  wfa«t  wouM  be  the  ea^ 
seq,uence?  We  shall  have  no  goods  iniported 
which  shall  b^  called  goods  of  Engbnd  tad 
Prance,  bat  of  Denmark  and  Russia.  Yoa  ein- 
not  prevent  it.  The  immense  premKim  beW  sut 
to  smugglinjr  will  be  such  that  it  will  be  impo** 
siWe  to  prevent  it.  Wben  a  man;  by  the  ioirodoc- 
tion  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  worth  of  goods 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  evade  the  duty,  can  make 
thirty-three  or  thirty-four  thousand  dollars,  m 
will  mostly  yield  to  the  temptation.  I  beg  l«^« 
to  say  that  the  duties  cannot  be  collected.  Ck^ 
tlemen  may  talk  as  they  please;  but  the  moment 
you  introduce  additional  duties  on  articles  of  mi^ 
description,  they  will  be  smuggled  in  under  other 
names.  I  ask  gentlemen,  therefore,  before  thef 
decide  on  a  measure  of  this  kind,  to  reflect  on  the 
subject  and  see  what  will  be  the  inevitable  coa- 
sequence.  - 

Another  importipt  question  also  occurs.  "»*' 
is  to  decide  what  is  a  dependency  of  Fran«e  » 
Great  Britain  i—for  the  amendment  extends  w 
du^ty  to^oods  imported  from  their  colonics  or  fl^ 
pendencies.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  tell  me  what  are 
dependencies,  and  what  are  not?  I  wMld  asi 
whether  HoUasd  is  not  a  dependency  oi  *;«^ffl 
Whether  goods  from  Holland  would  t>echar|W 
with  the  additional, duties  or  not?  ^^Jrjl 
Prussia  is  a  dependency  of  Fraaee  ?    What  is 
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deeide  io  thete  oases?  If  we  are  to  believe  the  late 
aecoants.  Hullaad  is  completely  a  dependency 
and  King  Louis  is  called  home.  After  what  has 
taken. place,  Holland  cannot  be  considered  bat  as 
a  dependency  of  Franpe.  You  are  to  introduce 
into  yoarrerenjue  system  questions  of  this  nature; 
you  leave  it  to  be  decided  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trea9ury,  or  by  the  cUstom-house  officers,  how 
hi  Boaaparte  has  extended  his  dominions  and 
power  over  the  eentinent  of  Europe.  I  should 
be  very  sorry  indeed  to  see  this  kind  of  system 
introdueed  into  our  revenue  laws ;  I  should  be 
sorry  to  see  a  system  of  smuggling  introduced 
among  oar  merchants;  but  I  loresc^e,  if  bills  of 
this  deacripiion  are  to  pass,  that  it  is  inevitable  j 
aad,  instead  of  getting  an  addition  to  the  Treas- 
ury in  consequence  of  these  measures,  we  shall 
deprive  it  of  resources  it  would  otherwise  have 
from  the  i^resent  duties. 

A^aio,  sir— How  long  these  duties  are  to  ex- 
ist, when  they  are  to  end,  is  to  depend  on  the 
proclamation  of  the  Presideot.  In  what  situa- 
tion do  you  place  the  'merchants  of  the  United 
Stales?  You  place  them  m  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  in  a  greatidegree,  by  the 
great  discretionary  power,  you  give  him,  I  am 
eppuDsed  to  giving  him  this  power.  How  can  the 
mdchant  calculate  when  a  duty  may  be  taken 
off?  How  can  he  tell  whether  he  will  receive 
again  the  money  he  is  required  to  pay  for  ad- 
dTtional  duties?  Beeause  ihcee  months  after  the 
duty  is  kid  the  President  may  say  it  shall  cease. 
After  paying  the  duty,  then,  the  merchant  will 
not  be  able  to  get  it  back  Irom  the  consumer. 
You  place  your  merchant  in  that  situation  that 
in  faet  you  compel  him  to  smuggle  in  his  own 
defence.  When  he  is  not  certain  what  will  be 
dooe,  he  will  smuggle  rather  than  lose  his  whole 
fortune.  This  is  an  inconvenience,  and  any  per- 
son who  1ms  attended  at  all  to  the  system  of  rev- 
enue knows  that  theduttesofthisdescription  ought 
to  be  permasent.  The  merchant  ought  to  know 
with  eeruinty  his  prospect,  and  not  to  depend  on 
the  whim  or  capriee  of  any  individual.  These  ad- 
dtdonal  duties  are  much  greater  than  the  whole 
duties  which  were  laid  at  the  oommencement  of 
the  Geveiaaent.  I  ask  gentlemen  to  reflect  on 
the  fli^ieet.  In  my  opinion  it  will  go  to  destroy 
your  revenue  almost  entirely.  For  two  or  three 
years  yoar  merchants  hare  been  aifflioted  with 
your  restrictive  system  of  embargo  and  non-in-. 
tereoarse.  They  have  got  into  habits  of  smug- 
aling.  I  am  sorry  for  it,  very  sorry  indeed.r— 
Under  the  proposed  system  they  will  not  know 
what  to  do,  whether  to  import  or  not. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  make  these  observa- 
tioas  in  tbe  outset  of  the  business,  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  gentlemen  to  the  operation  of  duties 
which  they  are  about  to  introduce.  I  might  sug- 
gest ocher  oonsiderationsj  such  as.  the  probability 
of  retaliation.  If  we  single  out  these  nations, 
tbey  will  dpubtless  return  the  compliment.  It 
will  place  the  revenue  we  now  have  at  great 
huard,  and  may  have  a  bad  effect  on  the  reia- 
tioos  between  France  and  Great  Britain.  I  hope 
thai  system  will  not  take  place.  I  hope  we  shall 
llth  Gov.  2d  S£ss«— 60 


not  establish  thus  off-hand  a  svstem,  the  conse- 
quence of  which  it  is  impossible  to  tell,  but  of 
which  I  have  much  fear. 

Mr.  Lov£  said,  he  had  as  little  anticipated  such 
a  proposition  as  the  gentleman  from  Counecticut 
([Mr.  Pitkin,*)  yet  he  thought  it  by  no  means  novel 
in  principle,  or  difficult  to  be  understood.  It  was, 
in  fact,  nothing  iiiore  than  the  very  proposition 
which  had  been  ably  advocated  in  the  Blouse,  at 
the  second  session  of  the  tenth  Congress,  and 
which  gave  way  to  the  non-intercourse  system, 
then  thought  most  eligible.  He  could  not  help 
-presuming  tbe  gentleman  had  recollected  some 
of  the  arguments  urged  on  the  sublet  at  that 
time,  from  the  range  of  his  ideas  at  present.  Al- 
though he,  at  that  time,  thought  tfaienon-tncef- 
course  a  better  substitute  for  the  policy  that  a  ma- 
jority of  the  House  had  abandoned,  be  could  not 
but  view  the  measure  of  additional  duties  as  pe- 
culiarly proper  at  the  present  moment,  not  only 
as  the  non*intercourse  was  about,  either  Ucitly  or 
expresjFly,  to  be  relinquished,  but  the  state  of  our 
foreign  relations,. if  he  could  credit  the  uniform 
accounts  of  late,  would  strongly  enforce  it  as  a 
measqre  of  defensive  policy. 

Great  Britain  had  lately,  it  appeared,  declared 
Spain  in  a  state  of  blockade,  a  very  certain  evi- 
denee  that  that  country  was  totally  reduced  by 
the  French  arms.  The*  Smperorot  France  had 
determined,  if  we  could  accredit  tbe  official  pub- 
lication of  the  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Btela- 
tions,  to  exclude,  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  all 
acces&from  England,  and  the  introduction  of  aay 
species  of  British  manufactures  into  the  Conti- 
nent. Her  exportations  to  the  Spanish  or  Portu- 
guese dominions  in  America,  could  be  but  to  a 
small  amount^nd  of  a  partial  and  less  important 
description.  The  United  States  was  the  only 
country  left  where  the  great  bulk  of  her  manu- 
factures could  be  sent.  To  the  United  States,  he 
did  not  doubt,  her  exportations  would  exceed  per- 
haps double  the  amount  of  any  former  period.. 
It  was  highly  o^essary  to  adopt  some  preventive 
remedy,  if  possible,  to  this  great  evil.  An  in- 
crease of  duties  t>ffered  that  remedy  to  a  certain 
degree,  by  discouraging  importations  and  dimin- 
ishing consumption  in  tnis country— *an  effect  that 
would  be  produced  by  at)  enhaa^  price ;  but  if, 
by  conlhauing  the  duties  at  their  present  rates, 
consumption  of  those  articles  was  not  discour- 
aged, our  situation  would  be. deplorable ;  our  im- 
portations increased  to  at  least  double  their  former 
amount,  and  our  exports  of  not  half  their  former 
value;  for  that  consequence  would  follow  from  an 
unrestricted  commerce  on  our  part,  while  the 
orders  and  decrees  of  France  or  England  con- 
tinued in  force ;  while  our  exports  were  inhibited 
from  the  markets  where  they  could  be  coi»umed, 
and  that  market,  to  the  amount  of  an  average 
value  of  about  flve-seveoths  of  all  our  products, 
could  only  be  found  in  tbe  countries  hostile  lo 
England.  Under  the  operation  of  this  course  of 
trade,  in  a  very  short  time,  the  most  ruinous  con- 
sequences would  follow.  To  pay  fqr  these  over* 
grown  importations,  we  should  be  drained  of  our 
most  solid  wealth ;  for  our  surplus  products  would 
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Dot  sell  for  their  freights  to  England,  and  she, 
under  her  orders  of  November,.  1807,  prohibits 
them  from  going  to  the  Continent.  To  the  Con- 
tinent direct  they  cannot  go,  insurance  could  not 
be  obtained  at  any  rate  of  premium  less  than  100 
per  cenL,  and  a  circuitous  introduction  of  them 
IS  no  longer  to  be  permitted  by  France,  it  appears, 
from  late  accounts. 

Mr.  L.  said,  he  would  make  a  few  remarks  in 
reply  to  the  gentleman  who  had  just  sat  down 
(Mr.  Pitkin.)  He  had  said  that  our  rerenue 
would  be  destroyed  by  an  increase  of  duties  on 
British  goods,  because  they  would  be  imported  as 
the  goods  of  other  countries.  Admitting  that  they 
were  so  imported,  we  should,  said  Afr.  L..  still 
get  the  present  rates;  but  he  did  not  brieve  the 
difference  of  duties  would  pay  the  costs,  to  say 
Doihing  of  the  risk,  of  such  a  course  of  smug- 
gling. A  difficulty  was  made  as  to  what  should 
be  called  the  dependencies  of  France.  Mr.  L. 
said  it  was  a  difficulty  which  Congress  could  not 
remove ;  it  had  been  heretofore  left  to  the  Exec- 
utive, and  properly,  to  judge  of  the  real  state  of 
foreign  nations,  and,  from  the  knowledge  he  had, 
to  decide  which  was  an  independent  sovereignty 
and  what  was  a  dependency.  It  was  a  duty  and 
«  trust  which  the.  Constitution  confided  to  hinoi, 
and  which  he  believed  he  had  judiciously  exer- 
cised. Holland,  he  was  ready  to  admit,  was  now 
a  dependency  of  Frantse.  He  could  only  express 
it  as  his  opinion ;  and,  for  his  part,  he  thought  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  need  as  little  offi- 
cially to  do  with  this  inquiry  as  they  would  to 
know  who  was  to  be  the  next  wife  of  Bonapart^. 
It  was  for  the  Executive  of  this  country  to  learn, 
and  to  act  on  the  state  of  foreign  authorities,  so 
far  as  respects  their  capacity  to  act  independent- 
ly, or  their  subjection  to  other  powers. 

The  gentleman  had  next  alarmed  the  House 
with  apprehensions  of  retaliation  from  the  Edro- 
pean  Powers.  For  his  part^  Mr.  L.  said,  he  would 
not  deign  to  ask  himself  whether  this  would  be 
the  case.  The  more  proper  inquiry  is.  are  we  the 
aggressors?  Have  we  not,  from  1807,  (and  he 
might  go  many  years  further  baick,)  been  labor- 
ing under  an  unprecedented  system  of  most  ty- 
rannical oppression  and  outrage  from  foreign  na- 
tions ?  And  shall  we  now  refuse  to  do  «  neces- 
sity and  proper  act  because  we  majr  offend  those 
who  have  been  heaping  offence  and  injury  on  us? 
He  thought  we  could  fear  no  worse  than  the  total 
destruction  of  our  neutral  rights,  which  we  aU 
read^  suffered,  and  he  hoped  that  no  such  appre- 
hensions would  deter  us  from  doing  that  which, 
as  an  independent  people,  as  a  nation  pretending 
to  have  a  wiH  of  its  own,  we  had  a  right  to  do. 

Mr.  Seybert.— Mr.  Chairman,  although  1  am 
well  convinced  that  a  detention  of  the  House,  at 
this  moment,  cannot  meet  the  wishes  of  its  mem- 
bers, a  consciousness  of  a  call  to  perform  my 
duty  imperiously  impels  me  to  solicit  your  indul- 
gence for  a  short  time.  My  want  of  experience 
as  a  public  speaker  gives  rise  to  embarrassment, 
and  my  difficulties  are  increased  by  a  <iircum- 
stance  which  has  been  so  properly  noticed  a  few 
days  since  by  a  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 


Randolpb.)  I  allude  to  his  observations  on  the 
manner  of  conducting  the  business  of  this  Hoose. 
No  one  can  know  the  day  before  what  subject 
will  be  taken  up.  This  mode  is  alone  adapted  to 
gentlemen  who  are  orators  by  profession,  and  to 
such  whose  minds  mij^ht  be  compared  to  store- 
houses overstocked  with  every  species  of  iofor- 
mation.  > 

My  obseryations,  from  the  hastj  manner  of 
arranging  them^  will  want  much  of  that  system 
and  method  which  the  importance  of  the  subject 
merits.  They  will  be  related  as  they  have  oc- 
curred to  me. 

One  of  the  amendments  offered  for  our  coDiid- 
ation  proposes  to  lay  an  additional  duty  of  50  per 
cent,  on  French  and  British  g[oodf  imported  into 
this  country.  To  this  proposition  I  shall  assent, 
because  the  object  contemplated  appears  to  be 
essentially  necessajy  to  the  purposes  of  the  Gor- 
ernment  in  defraying  the  ordinary  expenditures. 
At  the  same  time,  I  will  not  conceaJ,  that  the 
principle  receives  my  support  also,  upoB  the 
ground  of  its  being  a  m^ans  whereby  our  infaot 
manufactories  will  be  fostered  and  promoted.  I 
regret  very  muth,  that  so  much  opposition  to  this 
branch  or  industry  has  been  exhibited  on  this 
floor;  the  nation  anticipated  a  very  different  re- 
sult. I  still  persuade  myself  that  this  arises  from 
a  partial  view  of  the  subject  ;/and  again  regret, 
that  this  is  not  the  time  to  enter  so  fully  into  its 
general  consideration  as  would  be  advaatageous 
to  those  who  are  more  immediately  interested. 

At  an  early  period  of  this  session,  I  wis  in- 
dulged in  my  motion  to  reprint  the  report  of  a 
former  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the  subject 
of  a  manufacturing  system  to  be  established  in 
the  United  States.  The  policy  and  expediencf 
of  these  establishments  are  clearly  demonstrated 
by  that  report,  and  the  tweiKy  yekrs  which  htre 
elapsed  since  it  was  made,  have  confirmed  the 
deductions  and  conclusions  of  the  author  to  the 
utmost  extent — for  information  on  these  points,  I 
beg  leave  to  refer  yoato  that  Report.  If  we  were 
in  possession  of  a  report,  which  I  am  informed 
will  soon  be  laid  before  us  in  obedience  to  a  call 
from  this  House,  made  at  tbt  last  session,  we 
should  have  facts  sufficient  to  convince  us  of  the 
present  importance  and  extent  of  the  manufacto- 
ries of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of  the 
immense  capital  which  has  been  already  invested, 
.by  reason  of  the  many  persons  who  are  employed. 
and  on  account  of  the  numerous  establisoipents 
which  have  been  erected  throughout  the  United 
States.  We  should  there  find  proofs,  that  we 
now  manufacture  to  the  enormous  amount  of 
S120  000,000;  If  time  had  been  allowed  me,  1 
should  have  traced  the  great  and  regular  increate 
of  the  mannfictttriug  interest  in  our  countrv  for 
the  last  twenty  years  j  by  this,  we  would  nave 
been  inforroedj  that  we  have  ceased  to  import 
many  of  the  articles  which  are  abundantly  con- 
sumed in  our  country,  because  we  can  manufac- 
ture.them  better  and  cheaper  than  they  can  be 
had  from  ahroad ;  that  others  are  irraduallv  les- 
sening in  the  quantities  which  are  imported,  and 
that,  contnry  to  the  expectations  or  the  most 
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sanguioe  supporters  of  thi»  system  of  indastry, 
many  have  become  articles  of  exportation,  whieh 
were  formerly  derived  from  foreiga  cations.   Can 
an^  one  pretend  that  an  inlerestj  which  already 
exists  in  your  country  to  the  enormous  amount 
aboTe  stated,  and  which  is  daily  increasing,  is 
.   unworthy  the  protection  of  the  GoTernment  of  a 
free  and  enterprising  people?  You  have  lavished, 
and  continue  to  lavish,  many  millions  annually 
upon  a  rotten  and  inefficient  naval  establishment. 
It  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  call  your  attention 
to  the  maxim  of  the  great  Frederick,  King  of. 
Prussia,  when  he  asserted  that,  unless  a  nation 
has  a  hundred  ships  of  the  line  and  a  hundred 
thousand  sailors,  it  ought  not  to  expose  itself  on 
the  ocean.    You  have  established  discriminating 
duties  in  favor  of  your  shipping  interest;  you 
have  instituted  a  system  of  drawbacks  in  favor 
of  your  merchants,  and  this  amounts  to  a  bounty 
for  their  encouragement;,  for  the  maintenance  of 
your  neglected  commercial  rights,  you  annually 
incur  an  enormous  expense,  to  keep  up  your  dip- 
lomatic intercourse  with  foreign  nations;  you 
TPfY  tribute  to  barbarians  in  support  of  your  for- 
eign commerce;*  nay,  for  this  same  commerce, 
you  risk  the  peace,  honor,  and  independence  of 
the  nation,  and,  at  the  same  titiie,remse  a  justi- 
fiable aid  to  another  class  of  your  feHow-^citizens, 
who  are  equally  desc;rving  your  notice  and  foster- 
ing care.    In  Republics,  no  one  class  of  citizens 
should  be  protected  in  preference  to  any  other ; 
upon  tbis  ground,  our  manufacturers  have  a  claim 
in  common  with  those  who  have  embarked-  in 
commercial  pursuits.    I  am  no  enemy  to  com- 
merce, though  I  regard  it  as  far  less  necessary  to 
oationiil  independence  than  I  do  a  well  regulated 
manufacturing  system.    Commerce  can  onlv  be 
the  result  of  a  surplus  of  articles,  arisiofi^  from 
agriculture  and  manufactures;  it  is  dependent  on 
one,  or  other,  or  both — we  do  not  include  that 
species  of  commerce  strictly  called  the  carrying' 
trade;  this  is  too  precarious,  and  depends  too 
much  upon  the  caprice  and  pow^r  of  other  na- 
tions to  become  an  object  of  fixed  concern ;  it 
only  lasts  while  others  please  to  permit  it,  and, 
for  iu  maintenance,  you  are  continually  endan- 
gering the  peace  o£  the  nation.    It  is  well  to  re- 
member, that  the  commercial  spirit  of  Holland 
became  so  prevalent  as  to  lead  to  a  ne^ect  of  that 
most  useful  of  the  arts,  agricoiture.    Be  cautious, 
lest  our  thirst  for  trade  shall  lead  to  our  subjuga- 
cioo,  and  to  a  state  of  national  servitude;  we 
seem  to  have  made  some  strides  this  way  already. 
The  manufacturing  system,  which  it  would  be 
advisable  to  adopt  in  the  United  States,  is  based 
upon  a  very  dillerent  principle  from  that  lyhich 
leads  to  it  in  the  European  States.    We  should 
manufacture  to  secure  our  independence;  while 
abroad  they  manufacture  because  they  are  depen- 
dents.     Constant  experience  demonstrates,  that 
the  strength  or  power  of  a  State  does  not  depend 
so  much  upon  a  numerous  population  as  it  does 
upon  m   population  properly  employed,  so  as  to 
supply  its  wants,  both  natural  and  artificial;  there- 
fore every  member  of  the  society  should  be  occu- 
pied according  to  his  agte,  strength,  and  capacity. 


The  spirit  of  a  people,  in  every  great  efibrt  of  the 
State,  should  be  strictly  attended  to;  changes  are 
readily  brought  about  in  States  when  they  coin- 
cide with  the  national  spirit;  when  contrary  to  it, 
little  good  arises  from  a  forced  state  of  things. 
At  the  present  time,  the  spirit  and  tendency  of 
this  nation  is  in  favor  of  manufactures.  This 
may  not  always  be  the  case ;  it  therefore  becomes 
a  question  of  mpment,  should  we  not  take  advan- 
tage of  thepresent  temper  and  disp<^ition  of  the 
peoplel  We  should  adopt  such  branches  as  will 
promote  the  agriculture  of  our  country.  It  has 
been  emphatically  observed,  that  agriculture  and 
manufactures  are  twin  sisters,  and  they  are  con- 
sidered as  the  only  true  basis  on  which  th^  inde- 
pendence of  a  country  can  rest.  We  should  es- 
tablish spch  branches  as  do  not  require  a  call 
upon  the  popalation  of  our  country.  Those  are 
best  adapted  to  our  sftuation  which  are  princi- 
pally carried  on  by  the  agency  of  labor-saving 
machinery.  I  do  not  wish  the  Government  to 
create  manufiictories;  they  should  protect  such 
of  them  as  seem  requisite  from  the  peculiarity  of 
the  times  in  which  we  live,  and  such  as  are  con- 
sistent with  the  nature  of  our  climate,  soil,  habits, 
and  the  necessities  of  the  people ;  our  attention 
should  be 'bestowed  upon  objecto  which  will  ben- 
efit the  nation  at  large.  We  should  only  attend 
to  the  useful;  the  ornamental  must  be  referred 'to 
tiine  and  the  disposition  of  the  people.  Removed 
from  a  state  of  nature,  we  have  acquired  habits, 
which  make  certain  articles  essentially  necessary 
to  our  well-being;  and  many  are  blended  inti* 
mately  with  our  national  existence.  We  should 
not  look  to  the  supplying  a  foreign  market  for 
centuries  to  come. 

If  we  could  cialeulate  upon  a  constant  and  a 
free  commerce,  and  a  want  of  our  agricultural 

Kroductions  in  Europe,  we  might,  perhaps,  adopt 
)ss  zeal  in  the  promotion  of  our  manufactories; 
recent  circumstances  demonstrate  to  us  the  fallacy 
of  such  doctrines;  a  powerful  rival  nation  has 
urged  as  a  principle,  *^  we  have  the  power  to  act, 
and  we  will  use  4t.''  ^uch  language,  uttered  to 
(he  worlds  should  put  us  on  our  guard. 

In  .most  situations  in  our  country,  there  is  a 
sufficient  number  of  persons  who  are  too  young, 
or  too  old,  for  laborious  employments ;  they  go 
idle,  but  might,  without  any  prejudice  to  agncul- 
ture  or  commerce,  be  well  employed  in  our  man- 
ufactories, indeed,  they  appear  to  be  the  only 
places  suited  to  their  peculiar  condition.  Thus 
would  our  popr  rates  and  list  of  paupers  be  les- 
sened. Thanks  be  to  Heaven,  we  do  not  know 
of  mendicity  as  a  trade  in  our  country.  I  am  ap- 
prized of  an  objection  which  has  been  made,  that 
it  is  impolitic  in  a  free  nation  to  plifce  its  youth 
in  situations  but  ill-adapted  to  the  improvement 
of  morals,  or,  for  that  of  an  education,  which 
every  citizen  should  acquire.  I  lament  the  force 
of  these  objections ;  but  let  me  ask,  is  the  situa- 
tion of  the  individuals  more  beneficial  to  them- 
selves or  to  the  nation,  if  they  are  continued  in 
their  idle  habits  ?  Every  state  of  society  is  suffi- 
ciently depraved ;  no  anxiety  has  been  expressed 
for  the  morals  of  your  soldiery  and  senmeo ;  look 
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to  yoar  records  and  documents,  and  you  will  there 
find  but  too  many  proofs  of  the  depravities  of 
human  nature,  and  in  a  part  of  the  community 
Jrom  whom  much  better  conduct  was  expected. 
Ko  one  has  e?er  made  this  an  objection  to  a  com- 
mercial systepa,  where  ^most  assuredly^it  applies 
with  at  least  an  equal  force.  The  want  of  edu- 
ction might  be  obviated  by  introdneibg  method 
into  the  system  to  be  established;  the  children 
might  be  placed  for  a  limited  time,  and  during 
ibeir  apprenticeship,  it  might  be  made  a  condi- 
tion j  as  It  is  other  cases,  that  they  shall  be  taught 
aonetimes  at  school. 

It  is.  further  attempted  to  deter  ns  from  these 
establishments  by  a  picture  of  misery  and  distress 
which  has  been  portrayed  by  a  painter  of  suspi- 
Idous  merit.  I  allude  to  the  perrormaece  of  Mr. 
Soothey;  better  known  by  the  title  of  E^prielk^a 
Letters,  Thi^  author  giyes  ^  an  extravagant 
account  of  what  he  pretends  to  hafve  seen  on  a 
visit  to  Birmingham.  He  'asserts,  that  in  the 
-workshops  he  saw  artificers  whose  *^eyes  were 
Ted,  and  whose  hair  was  green."  Here,  oenform- 
ably  with  his  character  of  a  poet^  he  has  eaken 
great  liberties.  I  regret  that,  in  this  respect,  as  is 
usual  with  the  profession,  be  did  not  confide  him- 
aelf  to  style  alone.  Such  extravagance  6an  only 
"be  viewed  as  the  reveries  of  a  disordered  imagi- 
nation J  he  fiimisbes  no  particular  facts  whereon 
they  can  be  grounded.  I  will  admit  that  many 
of  the  pursuits  of  artificers  are  noxious  and  inju- 
rious to  those  who  are  employed  in  various  oocu- 
Stions  connected  with  the  workers  in  metal, 
ost  of  the  bad  consequences  may  be  gulirded 
against  by  proper  care  and  attention  to  cleanli- 
ness; for  they  are  more  the  effects  of  personal 
neglect  than  die  inevitable  results  of  the  occupa- 
tion with  which  they  seem  to  have  connexion.. 
i  should  not  be  at  all  sforprised  if  Mr.  Soutfaey, 
who  is  well  known  to  be  atuched  to  the  interests 
of  his  country,  conceived  it  proper,  from  ntotives 
ef  i^licy,  to  make  the  above  statement,  witb  the 
view  to  prevent  other  nation^  from  competing 
with  the  manufacturers  of  England  in  foreign 
markets.  He  is  equally  opposed  to  cotton  tnan- 
ufactures  as  he  is  to  those  trom  the  metals.  To 
this  authority,  bad  as  it  is  in  my  estimation,  I . 
will  oppose  that  of  Doctor  Ferriar,  whose  exten- 
sive experience  and  accurate  observation  entitle 
him  to  oar  fullest  confidence.  His  details  are 
Ae  results  Oi*  many  veafs  attentive  observatibn. 
He  informs  us  that  the  injury  which  is  sustained 
by  children,  who  work  in  cotton  mills,  is  the  con-, 
sequence  of  their  working  during  the  night;  he 
remarks,  "  there  is  no  hazatxi  incurred  by  their 
working  during  the  day,  in  clean,  wellmanaged, 
cotton  mills."  He  attributes  no  bad  effects  to 
anything  specifically  noxious  in  the  raw  material, 
or  the  exercise  of  the  art.  Debaucheries  and  in- 
temperance are  linked  with  sonie  orders  of  socie- 
JT»  ^*^«^her  they  are  manufacturers  or  not ;  their 
rad  condition  nwy  be  attributed  to  the  want  of 
inrodence  and  their  want  of  virtue  wherever  they 
exist.  Wo  doubt  the  system  deserves  attention, 
••d  niight'  be  advantageously  modified.  If,  from 
experience,  it  should  be  found  beneficial  to  the 


working  people  to  suspend  their  labors,  an  addi- 
tional number  of  hands  might  be  employed  to 
supply  the  place  of  those  who  were  receiving  in- 
etruction  or  taking  bodily  exercise.  Our  country 
is  only  on  the  eve  of  commencing  these  pursatts. 
All  proper  rules  may  be  adopted  at  the  start,  and 
prudence  will  dictate  ttie  propriety  of  their  con- 
tinuance. 

I  shall  pay  tao  attention  to  the  clamor  which 
is  raised  against  the  supposed  high  price  of  labor 
in  our  ^country.  Experience  hastai^ght  roe  that 
it  is  unfounded,  and  that  very  little  difference 
exists  here  as  to  the  price  paid  for  kbor,  and  that 
of  the  same  kind  in  England.      ' 

A  statement  of  facts  can  be  made  to  prove,  tiitt 
the  declarations  of  those  who  insist  that  we  can- 
not compete  witb  the  manufacturers  of  Eorope, 
in  conseqtfence  of  the  higher  price  paid  for  labor 
in  ^r  country,  are  unfotinded.  When  tkev speak 
of  the  price  of  labor  in  Europe  they  allnde  to 
times  lon^  since  past,  Mid  take  the  time  present 
in  America,  intelligent  workmen  who  bare 
come  from  Qreat  Britain,  assert,  that  from  fosr 
to  six  shillings  sterling  can  be  earned  per  day 
abroad,  when  for  work  of  the  same  kind  they  at 
most  obtain  one  dollar  per  day  in  thiscotaintry. 

View  the  case  in  a  proper  light,  and  conviction 
will  stare  you  in  the  face.  Those  situations  where 
living  is  cheap  are  always  selected  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  manufactories  on  a  laige  scal^  In 
Kentucky  they  pay  fifty  cents  per  bushel  for 
wheat,  in  England  they  pay  two  dollars  per 
bushel;  beef  in  Kentoelcy  is  bought  at  two  dol- 
lars and  a  half  per  cwt. ;  in  England  it  is  sold  at 
one  shilling  per  pound.  Those  -articles  may  be 
considered  as  establishing  the  price  of  living  in  the 
two  countries.  I  entreat  you  to  view  it  atten- 
tively. I  presume  no  one  will  pretend  that  the 
muscular  strength  of  onroountryinen  is  not  eqatl 
to  that  of  the  European.  With.these  advantages 
we  go  to  work  in  situations,  where  the  necesfary 
raw  materials  ate  the  growth  of  the  soil— where 

fou  need  no  importcid  articles  for  your  operaiiow. 
f  our  citizens  would  only  take  the  pains  to  in- 
vestigate the  subject,  they  might  readily  prove  to 
their  satisfaction  that  they  can  manufacture  for 
themselves,  nay,  will  perceive  it  demonstrated  as 
certainly  as  that  twFce  two  make  ftJur.  that  the 
articles,  after  skill  and  experiende  shall  be  had, 
could  be  manufactitred  at  a  rate  so  cheap,  as  to 
warrant  a  profit  on  their  exportation  to  Europe, 
even  should  aJl  the  processerbc  effected  by  man- 
ual labor.  Let  me  ask,  then,  wfiat  would  be  the 
result  from  the  employment  of  machinery  for  the 
same  purposes?  Why  should  we  coaiiaue  w 
furnish  foreigners  with  the  raw  material  of  onr 
country  for  their  manufacturing  estaWishments, 
when  we  are  well  apprized  of  the  lotv  price  which 
these  era  w  materials  command,  compared  with  ine 
prices  which  are  paid  for  the  articles  which  are 
manufactured  therefrom?  In  many  iaslaoces 
this  is  inconceivably  great;  it  might  be  exeiDP* 
Hfied  by  the  cost  of  cotton  wool,  compared  wilu 
the  prices  paid  for  the  finest  cotton  yarn,  or  the 
finely  wove  cotton  fabrics.  Cotton  yarn, by  means 
of  machincry,ha»been  spun  so  fine  as  toco»Dftina 
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«tTeral  giiioe»s  ]»er  pound.  The  balance  spring 
•of  a  good  watch  is  said  in  be  worth  more  iban  a 
iqillioQ  times  the  ralue  of  the  steel  of  which  it  is 
made.  Many  ships  are  required  to  conyey  the 
raw.  materials  to  England,  when  a  single  one  is 
more  than  sufficient  to  reconfey  to  us  the  articles 
whioh  hav^  been  manufactured  therefrom.  The 
vessels  which  were  dispatched  to  Burope  must 

Suit  England  and  seek  a  return  freight  elsewhere. 
ley  often  proceed  to  Russia,  or  they  are  charged 
with  slate  or  other  ai  tides  which  cannot  engage 
the  industry  of  thepeople^  and  in  which  our  coun* 
try  abounds.  Why  should  we  make  this  great 
sacrifice?  It  will  be  answered,  we  need  the  ne* 
eessary  population,  I  do  not  yield  to,the  remark } 
we  have  people  enough  for  tfaie  purpose,  and  most 
of  the  processes  may  be  carried  09  by  the  agency 
of  machinery.  We  should  employ  machines  on 
all  occasione*— they  save  manual  labor,  in  many 
inataiices,  in  a  ratio  of  more  than  forty  to  o«e« 
Thb  is  more  especially  true  as  respects  the  ool" 
ton  buiiioess.  Machinery  has,  in  many  oasQs,  di« 
minished  the  pricey  of  articles  more  than  onahuA- 
4red  percent.  That  country  must  be^dependent, 
indeed,  which  must  dread  the  introduction  of  ma* 
chinery  for  the  purposes  of  the  arts  and  maoufac* 
toresi  or  to  spare  maAunl  labor.  Qreat  Britain  is 
not  entirely  free  from  this  impntatton — she  does 
not  establish  saw  miUa  in  hei  muMroos  dock^ 
yards,  for  fear  of  ezclnding  thoou^s  from  em* 
^oyment. 

Lord  Sheffield  has  remarked  that  raw  matarials 
«re  more  precious  to  Qreat  Britain  than  gold  it- 
self—without a  supply  of  ihemi  whereon  to  em* 
plovthe  industry  ol  ner  people^she  eonld  not  keej) 
«p  her  expensive  naval  force,  and  by  maans  of  this 
^eBgine  does  she  extend  her  system  of  onpression 
over  a  great  portion  of  the  habitable  world^  to  the 
ipeat  annoyance  of  other  nationa.  Out  her  off 
from  these  supplies^  and  do  not  jeeeive  her  man* 
ufaetuced  articles— you  witJt  then  briuff  her  to  a 
true  sense  of  duty  and  justice.  Can  it  be  the 
policy  of  this  country  to  continue  this  oppressive 
•ystem,  which  acts  so  powerfully  against  itself^ 
when  by  her  ow^  acts  she  is  instrumental  in  fur* 
nishinf^  the  means  of  its  exisCenc^,  especially  when 
it  must  be  evident  that  our  oWn  peopte  might 
uun  the  whole  to  their  advantage  and  profit  with* 
out  the  risk  of  transportation  1 

Many  complain  of  the  high  prioea  which  will 
be  demanded  for  Amerijcan  manu&ietures,  if  you 
exclude  the  foreign.  I  will  allow  that  this  will- 
be  the  case  for  a  short  time — as  our  establishments 
pre  multiplied,  so  will  the  articles  he  made  bet- 
ter and  at  a  cheaper  rate.  When  eoiton  mUb 
were  first  erected  in  our  country,  it  waa  not  sup- 
posed that  cotton  yarn  eould  ever  he  exported  from 
the  United  States  to  Europe,  so  as  ti)  yield  a  pro- 
fit-*-thts  has  been  done— *oor'  could  anv  one  im- 
agine that  certain  cotton  fabrics  would  be  made 
(letter  and  cheaper  than  could  be  furnished  from 
abroad.  This  is  the  fact  as  respects  bedticks  and 
other  cotton  goods.  If  our  breed  of  sheep  waa 
sufficiently  attended  to  and  encouraged,  the  state- 
ments of  Deriog  and  Babcock,  which;  are  pub^ 
lished  in  our  newspapers,  give  m  reason  to  believe 


that  tbesame  would  be  the  case  with  woollen  nurn- 
u£ictures — unless  protected  for  a  time,  it  is  not 
to  be  supposed  that  our  manufacturers  can  cotil- 
pete  with  the  enprmous.  capital  which  foreignem 
can  command,  especially  when  connected  with 
their  skill  and  e^ipisrience.  Foreigners  do  all  theff 
can  to  destroy  our  infant  establishments,  ThejB 
conspire  and  sell  theif  articles  at  a  loss  for  a  tim^ 
in  our  markets — when  they  have  obtained  theii? 
object  by  putting  a  stop  to  our  efforts,  they  raise 
their  prices  and  furnish  us  wiith  articles  of  an  in- 
ferior quality.  They  do  not  stpp  here,  but  resort 
to  a  system  of  deception,  which  could  hardly  b^ 
imagined.  A^  soon  as  our  establishments  fur* 
nished  our  markets  with  a  supply  of  excellent 
fabrics,  the.  agents  of  foreign  manufactures  pro- 
cured patterns  of  such  as  were  most  esteemed 
These  they,  with  every  possible  haste,  dispatc;he4 
to  Europe,  in  onder  to  have  imitatioos  as  to  ap- 
pearatDce ;  but  very  inferior  in  quality-^they  were 
afterwards  sold  as  American  fabrice  at  reduced 
prkes,  and  thus  did  they  iniure  the  cbiiract^ 
which  these  artiides  formerly  Bore  in  our  markejb\ 
This  would  lead  us.  to  the  propriety  of  stamping 
our  ffoods,  and  the  putting  on  of  false  stkmp^ 
shoukl  be  madea  subject  of  criminal  prosecutioq^ 

I  regret  thai  in  thia  House  there  should  be  9 
Aif^Brenee  of  se^timeot^  entertained  by  geotlemeni 
who  00^  from  diffecent  districts  of  the  Union ; 
thoie  from  the  South  ale  opposed  to  laying  addi- 
tional duties  on  imported  articles,  because,  thef 
say,  their  operation  is  partial  and  oppressive  to 
them  i  they  add,  their  do  not  possess  the  cftpit«4 
and  the  requisite  populatipn  to  establish  man^ 
factories ;  and  complain,  that  in  this  respect  th^ 
Northern  States  have  the  advantage.  In  my 
opinion  the  statement  is  not  conclusive;  the  do* 
ties  are  laid  in  the  North  as  well  as  in  the  South, 
apd  those  persons  who  prefer  foreigi^  articlei^ 
must  in  common  pay  the  duty  thereon.  Suppose 
thax  the  Northern  people  should  manufacture 
and  sell  to  the  Southern ;  by  the  consequences  of 
an  increased  number  of  ihe  establishments  in  our 
country,  the  home  artioles  will  in  «  short  time  be 
w  cheap,  if  no^  cheaper,  than  they  can  now  be 
iopor4ied»  The  inconvenienoe  to  the  planter,  if 
any  should  exist,  will  be  tem|x>rary,  while  he  wit) 
always,  from  the  nature  ef  things^  possess  the  ed- 
vantage  of  supplying  his  Northern  coantrvmeg 
with  the  raw  materials,  if  he  should  not  choosy 
to  manu&oturefor  himself.  I  cannot  believe  thai 
these  gentlemen  suppose  it  advantageous  to  the 
Sate,  that  they  should  only  export  their,  cotton 
wool,  and  thus  tax  the  I^rthem  people  with  the 
great  increase  of  price  on  the  returned  erticles, 
when  they  are  in  a  siuaation  to  furnish  themselveak 
and  save  all  this  increase  for  their  ben^t  ana 
that  of  the  pation.  I  do  not  think  that  we  should 
too  closely  view  our  immediate  local  interests, 
when  we  are  to  legislate  on  great  national  ques^ 
tioBS.  The  general  benefit  should  also  be  re* 
garded.  As  ies»eets  the  case  now  before  u^  ( 
believe,  if  property  viewedi  it  will  prove  beneficM 
to  all  the  couatrT. 

.If  it  shall  .be  ftoally  determined,  not  to  foster 
our  infant  establishments,  by  aid  ai4  pioteetioa 
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from  the  GovernnieDt,  I  derive  icmii*  cooiuilatioo 
in  the  distresses  of  our  country^  indueed  i)y  for- 
eign oppression  and  the  restrictions  on  ^oor  com- 
merce, that,  in  spite  of  their  efforts  and  wishes, 
our  manufactories  have  bro^r^sn^,  mO'^is  to  bid 
fair  that  they  will  he  continued.  I  will  proceed  to 
close  my  remarks,  with  a  few  observations  on  the 

gropriety  of  protection  being  granted  to  the  manu- 
icturing  community.  1  favor  the  s^^^teta,  because, 
those  who  are  the  most  competent  to  jpd^e  de- 
clare that  protection  from  the  GFovemm^nl  is  ab- 
aolutely  necessary  in  many  instances;  i^  is  a  mode, 
which  all  foreign  nations  have  adopted,  and  xhey 
have  been  conormed  in  thel  propriety  of  the  mea- 
sure by  the  benefits  which  ha^e  restilted  from  the 
practice.  Qreat  Britain,  France;  Russia,  and 
Prussia,  may  be  quoted,  in  Confirmation  of  this 
proposition.  On  the  part  of  our  Government,  the 
American  artists  have  been  repeatedly  led, to  sop- 
pose  they  would  be  protected ;  the  principle  m 
consistent  with  the  precepts  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  I  do  net  by  any  means  de- 
sire that  the  protection  should  be  scich  as  would 
be  oppressive  to  others  not  connected  with  this 
interest.  It  is  difficult  to  point  out  the  precise 
limit,  , because,  many  calculations  and  much 
knowledge  are  net^ssary  to  ascertain  this.  I  do 
not  mean  to  advocate  the  absolate  necessity  of 
protection,  because  without  it  the  branches  suit- 
able' to  our  country  cannot  be  attempted.  Par 
be  this  from  me.  The  great  object  which  I  have 
IB  view  is,  that  by  this  meaoi^  many  will  be  in- 
duced to  embark,  who  will  ultimately  be  con- 
vinced of  their  former  erroneous  opinions.  I  am 
perfectly  willing  that  our  protecting  measures 
ahould  contintie  only  for  a  reasonaSe  time,  so 
that  there  may  be  some  stability  in  the  system,  to 
enable  it  to  compete  perfectly  against  foreigner^. 
I  should  prefer  a  discrimination  of  the  articles  on 
which  those  duties  are  to  be  ^id.  Many  reasons 
might  be  offered  in  support  of  this  opinion ;  they 
are  too  evident  to  be  repeated. 

Our  manufacturing  establishments  must  be  re- 
garded as  so  many  infants,  who  need  a  mother's 
care  to  bring  them  to  maturity  ;  they  then  will 
be  the  most  certain  guarantees  of  our  liberty. 
Our  country,  and  all  well  regulated  Republics, ^ 
are  peculiarly  adapted  to  a  judicious  maoMfactn- 
ring  system.  These  establishments  will  notihri  ve 
in  situations  where  slavery  is  permitted ;  they 
are  pursuits  which  require  the  exercise  of  the 
mind  to  bring  them  to  perfection,  and  it  is  well 
ascertained,  that  slaves  do  not  reflect ;  the  arts  are 
alone  congenial  to  the  genius  and  disposition  of 
freemen.  The  doctrine  which  I  have  ventured 
to  advance,  as  it  respects  our  country,  is  support* 
ed  by  the  immense  stock  of  raw  materials,  which 
are  the  produce  of  our  soil;  by  our  numerous 
water-falls  and  water  communications;  by  our 
enormous  beds  of  eoalj  and  it  is  remarkable  that 
our  coal  formations  are  most  abundant  in  those 
aituations  where  the  agency  o(  water  as  a  power 
cai^not  be  employed ;  this  will  lead  to  the  con- 
struction of  steam  engines,  and  we  are  finally 
confirmed  in  the  doctrine,  bjr  the  iron,  which  is 
aoperabundant  in  every  district    Let  me  remind 


you,  that  I  do  not  wish  to  convert  this  people  iato 
a  nation  of  manufiicturers.  My  oMeet  is  to  in- 
troduce that  system  which  will  confirm  our  iod^ 
pendence ;  that  which  will  make  as  respected 
abroad ;  by  it  our  agriculture  Will  be  promoted; 
the  genius  of  the  people  will  be  brought  into  op- 
eration: our  native  productions  and  the  immeoae 
internal  resources  or  this  extensive  territory  will 
be  thereby  made'known  to  us ;  the  Goverameoi 
will  derive  incalculable  advantages  from  this  in- 
formation, and  every  individual  of  the  nation  will 
be  made  happy,  respected,  and  independent. 

Mr.  Lton.— Mr.  Speaker:  Although  the  rery 
correct,  methodical,  and  well  digested  speech  just 
delivered  by  the  gentleman  from  Penw^ylraoia 
(Mr.  Sbtbbbt)  has  better  occupied  the  ground  i 
intended  to  have  taken  than  I  ahould  have  done, 
I  cannot  refrain  saying  somethins  in  favorof  en- 
couraging the  manufactures  of  this  country  when 
the  subject  is  oq  the  carpet*  Although  I  do  not 
wish  to  lay  an  additional  duty  on  medicine,  oi 
low  priced  wines,  on  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  and  spwe, 
and  maujr. other  articles  the  importation  of  which 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  encouraaemeat  of 
manufacttrres,  I  am  willing  to  go  as  Ar  as  any 
member  of  this  House  in  laying  duties  on  artielei 
we  can  manufacture  here ;  because  I  know,  what- 
ever  may  be  paid  for  the  articles  nmnufaatared 
here,  more  than  for  imported  articles  of  thesanie 
use,  will  be  a  sacrifice  for  the  action's  good.  This 
sacrifice  will  be  a  mere  trifle,  of  but^short  duration, 
a  mere  bugbear.  It  is  found  that  with  regard  to 
several  articles  of  manufacture  the  difficolun 
thrown  in  the  way  by  the  great  capital  of  those 
who  supply  us  with  foreign  noanuiactures  is  al- 
ready overcome,  and  the  American  manufactorer 
needs  no  extra  duties  to  protect  him.  When  we 
have  Qontinned  our  duties  long  enough  to  enable. 
our  manofaciurer  to  withstand  the  strong cnrreat 
against  him^  occasioned  by  the  credit  girea  by 
foreign  capitalists^  if  the  competition  (or  sale 
among  the  Amencan  manufacturers  does  not 
bring  the  articles  to  a  proper  level  with  regard  to 

f»rice  we  can  lower  or  take  off  the  duties.  The 
reight  and  insurance  of  raw  materials  exported 
from  this  country ;  the  duty  on  the  raw  material 
at  iu  destination ;  the  profit  of  the  exporter  and 
importer  of  the  raw  material,  as  well  as  the  profits 
of  all  the  intermediate  persons  through  whose 
hands  the  material  and  the  article  passes  until 
the  article  reaches  the  port  for  exportation;  the 
carriage  on  the  raw  material  to  the  place  of  oian- 
ufacturing  and  of  the  article  to  the  place  of  ex- 
portation; then  the  freight;  the  export  doties; 
the  insurance ;  the  profit  of  the  exporter  and  im- 
porter in  this  country— are  in  the  natureof  thioff 
a  bounty  to  the  American  manufacturer,  whieh 
cannot  fail  after  he  is  fairly  set  on  his  legs  to  be 
ample  encouragement;  so  that  whatever  we  maf 
do  to  encourage  the  American  manufacture,  if  it 
should  beadisadvantagetoapart  of  thecoromonityi 
need  be  of  no  long  duration.  All  that  is  wanted 
is  for  a  while  to  meet  the  operation  of  ihcadran- 
tage  the  foreign  manufacturer  and  exporter  has 
by  the  superiority  of  capital,  and  by  beiog  able, 
by  the  use  of  money  at  ni^  per  cent.,  for  which 
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he  gets  six  here,  to  g^ve  a)i  unlimited  credit.  All 
that  kind  of  logic  laid  down  in  books  written  hj 
men  who  could  fbrm  no  idea  of  the  geography, 
climate,  soil,  and  prodactions  of  this  country,  the 
genius,  habits,  ways,  and  wants  of  our  people,  is^ 
mere  nonsense.  Too  many  of  their  readers  en- 
dearor  to  draw  similar  conclusions  from  premises 
as  diflferent  as  the  moon  is  from  the  sun.  Britain 
exports  the  value  of  one  hundred  mfllions  of  our 
money  a  year.  The  friends  of  American  manu- 
factures wish  at  most  to  encourage  the  manufac- 
turing in  this  country,  over  and  afa^ve  what  is  now 
done  in  a  domestic  way,  one-fifth  as  much' as  is, 
manufactured  in 'Great  Britain  and;  Ireland  for 
their  home  consumption  only.  I  am  for  enrich- 
ing the  nation  by  the  produce  of  the  forest  and 
the  sea — by  agriculture — by  commerce— and  I 
know  that  manufactures  may  b^  made  a  source 
of  independence,  of  wealth,  and  of  comfort.  To 
convince  my  opponents  of  the  absurdity  of  their 
theory,  I  will  contend  against  the  strong  assertion 
of  my  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Kbnnedv) 
that  we  hare  poor  people  enough  in  this  country 
"  sufficiently  degraded''  to  carry  on  all  the  manu- 
factures we  want.  I  will  venture  to  use  thcword 
slaves,  a  word  which  too  often  sets  the  House  on 
fire.    No  country  can  boast  of  a  more  abject,  de- 

Sraded  set  of  people  than  this,  nor  a  class  more 
tied  to  do  all  the  drudgery  of  manufactures  than 
our  blacks.  We  have  a  million  and  a  half  of  them, 
their  subsistence  does  not  cost  their  owners  one« 
fifth  as  much  as  an  equal  number  of  the  most 
miserable  manufacturers  and  their  families  in  the 
British  isles  cost  themselves  or  their  masters. 
Without  intending  any  reflection  on  slavehold- 
era— for  I  have  the  dishonor,  as  some  may  justly 
think  it,  and  the  honor,  as  some  others  consider 
it,  of  being  a  slaveholder  myself— I  must  be  al- 
lowed to  pursue  .this  subject  in  my  own  plain  wav; 
and  if  I  show  the  fallacy  of  the  position  so  firmly 
relied  on  by  my  friend  from  North  Carolina  (Mr. 
EfiiiifVDT)  Ishall  do  away  another  great  objection 
to  the  Government's  encouraging  manufactares. 
namely,  that  the  agricultural  people  of  tbeSohthi 
are  to  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  ot  the  manufacturing 
people  of  the  North. 

What  can  there  be  in  the  nature  of  things  to 
prevent  the  employment  of  a  small  share  of  the 
grown  slaves,  and  a  great  share  of  the  growing 
ones,  in  manufactures  ?  Those  properly  educated 
and  managed  wodid  not  ohlyproduce  a  suffi- 
ciency f6r  the  Southern  and  Western  States,  of 
hemp  and  cotton,  but  they  would  be  able  to  supply 
the  Northern  States  with  those  articles  in  return 
for  their  manufactures,  to  that  degree  that  the 
balance  of  trade  bet\veen  the  different  parts  of 
the  nation  will  be  very  Immaterial.  I  say,  sir, 
there  is  nothing  but  pride,  a  perverse  bias,  preju- 
dice, apathy,  and  indolence,  to  prevent  the  great 
good  which  the  manufacturing  system,  on  a  mod- 
erate scale,  would  do  this  nation,  and  more  par- 
ticularly the  Southern  and  Western  part  of  it. 
It  cannot  be  asserted  in  the  face  of  experience 
that  the  black  people  in  thi^  country  are  by  na- 
ture incapable  of  being  taught  to  spin  and  weave, 
and  to  do  the  ordinary  business  of  manufacturing 


hemp  and  cotton.  The  labor  and  the  manufac- 
ture of  cordage,  and  hempen  cloth,  which  is  now 
verv  considerable  in  the  Western  country.and  car- 
ried on  to  advantage,  is  wholly  done  by  black  peo- 
ple. If  I  am.  rightly  informed,  paper-making  is 
carried  on  wholly  by  black  people,  m  some  of  the 
States.  The  making  of  iron  is  in  many  places 
wholly  carried  on  by  black  people.  I  have  seen 
an  iron  furnace  in  blast  within  a  short  distance 
from  this  place,  where  everything  was  in  the  best 
order,  all  carried  on  to  the  best  advantage,  and 
wholly  by  blacks.  That  the  African  race  are  capa- 
ble by  nature  of  becomiug  useful  hands  in  facto- 
ries, where  almost  all  our  necessaries  may  be 
made,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  I  know  some  who  are 
good  blacksmiths,  nailers,  masons,  tailors,  shoe- 
makers, carpenters,  joiners,  ropem^kers;  weavers, 
and  tanners ;  and  why  is  it  that  they  may  not  be 
made  to  answer  every  purpose  in  manufacturing? 
I  know  not.  Suppose  one-eighth  of  the  grown 
slares  from  six  years  old  to  sixteen,  in  this  nation ; 
were  to  be  devoted  to  manufactures^— agriculture 
would  scarcelv  feel  the  lo$s ;  for  the  negroes  be- 
tween six  ano  sixteen^  save  those  that  are  em- 
ployed in  and  about  their  masters  and  overseers' 
houses,  are  of  little  or  no  use.  They  are  not  count- 
ed on  until  they  are  old  ehouffh  to  put  into  the 
crops  (as  the  expression  is.)  ft  cannot  be  said,  as 
it  may  be  of  white  children,  that  they  are  wanted 
to  go  to  school.  No,  sir,  our  policy  forbids  giv- 
ing education  to  slaves,  as  by  enlarging  the  mind 
^heir  condition  would  be  less  tolerable.  Well, 
sir,,  this  trifling  diminution  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits would  gire  at  least  one  hundred  and  eighty 
thousand  hands  to  manufactcrres — cheaper  fea, 
cheaper  clothed,  and  easier  paid  than  any  such 
a  number  of  manufacturers  on  earth  ;  and  it  can- 
not be  said,  sir,  that  it  would  cost  more  to  over- 
see those  hands  in  their  labor  than  it,  now  does. 
Once  taught  their  duty,  there  would  be  less  cost 
in  overseeing  them,  as,  they  being  drawn  into 
a  narrow  space  to  do  their  labor^  the  overseer 
could  have  more  of  them  at  one  time  under  his 
eye.  This  might  have  a  tendency  also  to  amelior- 
ate the  condition  of  the  slave  by  inducing  the 
master  in  many  instances  to  become  the  overieer 
himself,  and,  by  realizing  in  his  view  the  value  of 
his  slave,  he  w6uld  incline  to  dispense  with  the 
cruelty  of  the  overseer. 

I  think  we  may  calculate  that  each  of  those 
manufacturers  would  from  our  own  raw  material 
produce  at  least  one  hundred  dollars' '  worth  of 
goods.  This  would  amount  to  the  inamense  sum 
of  ^18,000,000,  the  bulk  of  which  they  would  be 
ready  tochange  with  their  Northern  and  Eastern 
neighbors  for  their  manufactures,  or  to  export; 
and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  tells  you 
that  cotton  yarn  has  already  been  exported  to 
profit.  How  muchsoever  I  am  opposed  to  in- 
creasing the  duties  indiscriminately,  and  however 
much  I  dislike  the  other  provisions  of  the  bill  t{n- 
der  consideration,  I  hope  that  I  may  iil  some  sub- 
sequent stage  of  the  discussion  come  at  my  ob- 
ject in  a  way  more  to  my  mind.  I  shall  not  gire 
a^vote  that  would,  by  stnking  out  the  section,  de- 
stroy that  opportunity.    I  will  vote  for  the  fifty 
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per  cent,  increase  of  duty,  reserving  to  myself  the 
right  of  voting  against'  the  bill,  if  it  should  not 
before  its  passage  apprbach  nearer  to  my  mind 
than  it  now  does. 

Mr.  LivsRMORB  said  he  had  not  entertained 
an  idea  that  at  this  period  of  the  session  it  would 
have  been  endeavored  to  enforce  the  non-inter* 
•course,  or  briog  it  forward  in  a  different  garb.  This 
amendment,  said  he.  is  a  non-intercourse  in  a  new 
shape.  To  be  sure,  it  is  not  intended  to  be  so 
ample  as  the  other;  we  are  allowed  to  send  ves- 
sels to  Great  Britain  and  France,  if  indeed  any 
person  would  send  a  vessel  to  the  latter  place, 
which  he  knows  will  not  return  again.  In  return 
for  our  produce  sent  to  any  part  of  the  globe,  we 
do  not  bring  money,  but  articles  in  exchange. 
Th^  question  is, can  these  articles  be  brough^t  back 
under  the  operation  of  this  law  ?  These  articles 
are  already  dutied  so  hieh,  that  they  will  not 
bear  the  addition,  which,  etlthough  it  do  not  dou- 
ble the  duties,  is  so  high  that  I  will  venture  to 
say  very  little  of  them  will  find  their  y^av  inta 
the  United  States,  in  the  regular  course  of  busi- 
ness. What  will  be  the  operation  of  the  law  ? 
It  will  introduce  a  system  of  smuggling  which 
cannot  be  guarded  against.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
repeat  all  the  arguments  against  such  a  system. 
They  must  be  fresh  in  gentlemen's  minds.  It 
seems  to  me  that  the  attempt  to  introduce  this 
system  now  is  lil^e  a  drowning  man  catching[  at 
straws;  it  proceeds  from  that  pride  of  opinion 
which  will  not  permit  gentlemen  to  giveupaeysr 
tem  acknowledged  to  be  injurious.  They  muKt 
have  a  substitute.  I^  was  in  hopes,  sir,  that  the  tot- 
pedo  experiment  would  have  satisfied  them,  b^t 
now  I  perceive  this  fifty  per  cent,  duty  is  the  pro- 
ject. The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr. 
Betbert)  has  made  a  learned  and  elegant  speech 
on  the  propriety  of  fostering  manufactures.  The 
answer  to  this  speech  has  been  anticipated.  If 
thf£  manufacture  of  any  article  be  not  fostered 
by  the  present  duty,  it  follows,  of- course,  that  it 
would  not  be  benencial  to  thr  countrv  that  that 
article  should  be  manufactui;ed.  If  the  doipat 
present  in  existence,  be  not  encouragement  enough, 
the  time  and  capital  of  our  citizens  should  be  en;^ 
ployed  (0  other  purposes  than  manufacturing.  I 
do  not  sit  here  to  give  a  bounty  to  a  particular 
city.  We  know  that  the  city  of  Philadelphia  is 
a  great  manufacturing  city,  and  that  a  great  pro- 

Sortion  of  its  inhabitants  are  manufacturers.  No 
oubt,  therefore,  the  gentleman  is  interested  in 
the  promotion  of  the  mapufacturing  interest. 
Whatever  b  reasonable  for  that  purpose,  I  would 
agree  to;  but  it  is  unreasonable  to  ask  burdens 
to  be  laid  on  different  parts  of  the  community  to 
assist  those  employed  in  manufactures.  If  the 
bounty  already  given  by  the  duties  on  imported 
goods  be  not  sufficient,  it  follows  that  labor  and 
capital  would  be  belter  employed  in  agricultural 
pursuits. 

An  intention  is  avowed  to  have  something  to 
operate  as  a  coercive  measure  on  Great  Britain 
or  France,  (be  operation  of  which,  whenever  they 
revoke  their  edicts,  is  to  cease.  If  we  can  do 
anything  to  induce  one  nation  ta  give  up,  and  to 


operate  to  the  punishment  of  the  other,  it  isaot 
in  this  way.  If  we  are  to  wage  any  kind  of  war- 
fare, it  must  be  a  different  kind  from  this.  If  the 
law  mav  be  evaded,  what  benefit  fs  to  be  derived 
from  it?  Goods  the  growth  or  manufacture  of 
Great  Britain  or  France  may  be  imported  sots 
to  pass  under  the  denomination  of  the  prodoets 
of  other  countries.  There  is  nothing  in  this  sys- 
tem which  would  operate  (to  use  the  laogotgeof 
banking  gantlemen)  as  a  bonus  to  the  belligereots 
to  rescind  their  orders.  In  the  exclusion  of  their 
armed  vessels,  there  is  nothing  coercive  to  either 
nation,  certainly  not  to  EngUnd,  wlio  hat  such 
valuable  harbors  for  her  ve^els  in  the  Nonbera 
provinces.  It  is  possible  it  might  have  some  ope^ 
ation  on  France ;  but  as  Francfe  has  lost  her  colo- 
nies,  there  is  no  fear  of  her  sending  vessels  to  these 
seas.  To  take  off  the  interdiction  of  their  araied 
vessels,  therefore,  would  not  operate  as  an  in- 
ducement to  either  to  revoke  its  ediets.  This 
measure,  then,  without  operating  on  our/eHeoiies, 
will  only  be  a  counterpart  of  the  embargo  tad 
non-intercourse,  and  operate  exclusively  to  the 
ruin  of  our  own  citizens. 

This^  provision,  if  adoptedj  besides  being  iia- 
politic,.will  be  manifestly  uniuau  Vessels  will 
come  in  here  freighted  with  French  and  British 
^oods,  ^nd  will  be  liable  to  the  duty  without  htf- 
mg  any  previous  knowledge  of  it.  When  a  per- 
son orders  goods  under  an  idea  of  having  to  ptf 
a  certain  duty,  it  is  wrong  to  compel  bira  to  ptf 
more. 

Mt,  L.  said)  this  would  be  a  tax  ou  ow  citi- 
zens, though  in  the  end  the  revenue  would  not  he 
benefited  by  it.  It  would  introduce  smuffgUtf 
and  demoralize  the  people  of  th«  United  States. 
There  never  had  been,  since  the  world  began,  so 
much  duty  collected  with  so  much  honesty  ts 
that  of  the  United^  States  had  heretofore  beet, 
before  this  abominable  system  of  commercial  re- 
strictions had  commenced.  Smuggling  had  been 
deemed  dishonorable;,  there  bad  been  very  few 
cases  even  of  suspicion.  It  was  now  quite  the 
contrary.  Large  quantities  of  goods  were  now 
imported,  on  wnioh  it  was  evident  that  daties 
baa  never  been  paid. 

^r.  L.  alsp  deprecated  this  mode  of  legisUtjog 
by  reviving  the  sections  of  an  act  about  to  expire. 
Why  were  not  the  sections  repeated  at  length 
amd  spread  on  the  statute  book,  if  to  be  enacted, 
ihfit  they  might  be  distinctly  understood? 

He  said  he  was  against  the  amendment  it 
principle  ^  it  wa&  nothing  but  a  cootioiiationof 
the  non-intercoiirse  and  embargo  policy,  deem 
up  in  a  new  garb. 

Mr,  Key  said  that  the  amendment  offered  bjf 
the  gentleman  from  Kentncky  did  not  meet  hu 
approbation.  It < went  to  increase  the  V^^^^J^ 
ties  greatly  too  much  to  answer  any  pa<siblegood 
as  a  fiscal  measure,  as  an  encouragement  to  maiH 
ufactures,  or  as  a  coercive  iheasure  to  induce  the 
belligerents  to  recede  from  their  orders  or  decrees. 
In  whatever  view  it  was  considered,  he  hoped  the 
House  would  not  agree  to  it. 

With  a  view  to  encouraging  manufacture^  >*<<1 
he,  the  increase  Is  too  great    I  am  a  friend  to 
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nuinttfmetures,  am}  would  hare  tbem  progress, 
p&ripaseu^  with  agriculture  and  commerce,  but 
1  would  never  foster  one  in  a  hotbed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  other.  It  is  asked  whv,  being  the 
growers  of  raw  materials,  we  should  send  them^ 
abroad  to  be  manufactured^  I  answer,  because 
we  have  land  to  cultivate,  and  agriculture  is  more 
congenial  to  the  habits  of  our  people  than  man- 
ufiictures.  Where  there  is  such  a  superabun- 
dance of  population  that  land  is  not  to  be  had  on 
reasonable  terms,  there  the  people  are  obliged  to 
manufacture.  Our  land  is  superabundant;  and 
we  are  either  satisfied  with  rough  manufactures, 
or  sell  our  produce,  or  exchange  it  for  manufac- 
tures of  other  countries,  rather  than  enter  exten- 
sitelf  into  manufacturing  estabKshments.  On 
some  pans  of  the  community  this  tax  would  not 
bear  heavily,  but  on  others  it  i^ould.'  I  cannot 
agree  to  tax  the  States  of-  Maryland  and  Virginia, 
for  instance,  where  there  are  comparatively  no 
manufacturing  establishmen is,  fifty  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  of  the  present  duties,  to  encourage 
ttie  manufactures  of  any  particular  portion  of 
the  community.  Who  gets  the  vast  bonum  of 
thiv  duty  ^  I  can  show  you  a  small  portion  of 
otir  citizens,  who,  by  the  operation  of  this  law, 
will  pocket  ^i  least  six  millions  of  dollaVs.  I 
speak  of  the  great  moneyed  capitalists — the  im- 
porting merchants.  By  the  reports  of  the  Secret 
tary  of  the  Treasury,  it  will  appear  that  in  the 
year  1W7  the  clear  net  duty  collected  from  im- 
posts amounted  to  sixteen  millions  of  dollars.  In 
1808,  it  was  ten  millions  of  dollars.  If  sen  tie- 
meo  will  turn  to  thjs  document,  they  will  find 
that  more  than  three-fourths  of  the  amount  of 
sixteen  millions  of  net  duty  was  paid  on  articles 
imported  from  England.  Scotland,  Ireland,  Isle 
of  Mao,  and  their  dependencies,  and  from  Prance 
about  one-tenth.  The  same  ratio  will  hold  good 
as  tf>  any  given  quantity  of  articles  on  which  du* 
ties  have  beea  collected.  Owing  to  the  embargo 
and  Bon-intercourse  systems,  and  tlie  encourage- 
ment given  by  them  to  smuggling,  connected 
with  the  high  doties  already  existing,  our  reve- 
nue from  imposts  has  diminished,  but  upon  the 
whole  amount  of  imported  goods  now  on  hand, 
you  give  the  merchant  a  profit  equal  to  the  in- 
creaee  of  daty  which  you  enact.  You  put  all 
the  difiereace  between  the  duties  as  they  now 
ezi^aad  as  they  are  proposed  to  be  increased, 
into  the  bands  of  the  holders  of  foreign  products. 
I  eannot  consent  to  tax  the  agriculturist  so  enor- 
mously, tamafee  a  few  moneyed  capitalists  more 
rich  than  thev  are.  There  is  not  a  plainer  prop^ 
osition  than  that,  supposing  a  year's  supply  in  the 
eouatry,  the  law  will  operate,  not  to  put  five  mil- 
lions into  the  Treasury,  but  into  tne  hahds  of 
these  merehantsw  No  one  who  knows  anything 
of  the  quantity  of- goods  on  hand  in  the  country 
can  dooht  it.  There  are  commercial  gentlemen 
ia  the  House  capable  of  giving  the  information.  I 
isk  them  to  say  whether  they  do  not,  in  their  con^ 
seienee,  believe  that  all  the  articles  in  the  conn- 
try  which  have  not  paid  this  duty  will  be  rated 
and  sold  as  though  thev  had  ;  or,  bv  being  sold 
for  leas  than  the  goods  nereafter  to  be  imported, 


whether  an  exclnsive  monopolv  will  not  b^  given 
to  them  over  those  whose  goods  have  not  yet  ar» 
rived  ?  The  man  who  imports  and  pays  fifty  per 
cent,  additional  duty,  will  either  be  shut  out  of  the 
market  because  he  cannot  sell  so  low  as  the  other, 
or  the  man  who  has  soods  on  hand  must  make  an 
additional  profit  on  bis  goods,  equal  to  fifty  per 
cent,  on  the  present  duties. 

In' this  House,  then,  are  the  re  preset)  tatives  of 
the  landed  interest  of  this  country  prepared  to 
give  this  bonum  to  merchants  and  manufactu- 
rers? No,  sir;  under  God,  I  hope  the  agricultu- 
ral interest  will  be  the  first  protected,  as  thev  are 
the  shield  of  the  country,  and  will  be  its  defence 
when  war  comes.  Then  you  would  look  to  the 
hardy  sons  of  the  soil  as  a  diflferent  class,  in  point 
of  virtue,  feeling,  and  principle,  from  those  whom 
this  law  would  benefit.  You  would  never  look 
to  men  and  boys  in  workshops  for  that  virtue  and 
spirit  in  defence  that  you  would  justly  expect 
from  the  yeomanry  of  the  country.  Upon  this 
ground,  I  never  can  consent  to  make  a  sacrifice 
of  their  rights  by  passing  a  law  which  shall  im<^ 
pose  upon  them  so  unequal  a  burden,  whilst  we 
have  a  world,  almost,  of  territory  undisposed  of. 
Whileour  lands  are  cheap,  let  us  settle  them,  and, 
without  taxing  other  parts  of  the  community  for 
the  putposci  give  every  proper  encouragement  to 
such  manufkctures  as  our  situation  demands.  In 
this  point  of  view,  I  am  decidedly  opposed  to  the 
amendment. 

In  a  fiscal  point  of  view,  will  it  enrich  our 
Treasury?  No,  sir;  of  all  the  delicate  opera- 
tions on  earth,  it  is  one  of  the  nicest  to  say  how 
far  an  article  is  properly  dutiable,  so  as  to  secure 
a  collection  of  the  revenue.  Although  the  duty 
will  be  ffreater,  I  believe  the  revenue  will  be  less. 
A  small  duty,  without  smuggling,  is  always  the 
best.  Under  the  late  system,  srau|glin^  was 
greatly  increased.  If  we  look  to  bur  frontier,  we 
shall  s^e,  from  the  head  of  the  lakes  to  the  mouth 
of  the  St.  Lawrence,  innumerable  points  from 
which  we  were  inundated  with  prohibited  arti- 
cles. Do  gentlemen  expect  that  the  people  of 
the  country  will  refuse  to  admit  these  goods? 
Experience  shows  that  thej;  will  not.  The  prac- 
tice of  the  last  two  centuries  will  testify  to  the 
contrarjr.  We  know  that  in  a  free  government, 
unless  laws  are  made  to  suit  the  genius  of  the 
people,  they  will  not  enforce  them.  Although 
they  do  not  oppose  thfcm  with  a  strong  band,  they 
win  connive  at  their  violation.  Hence,  during 
the  embargo,  notwithstanding  the  laws  prohibit- 
ing it,  we  find  ^nicies  were  poured  into  thi5* 
country.  The  non-intercourse  law  has,  also,  been 
daily  evaded.  When  last  in  Baltimore,  I  was 
told  that  it  was  no  difficult  thing  to  make  a  con- 
tract for  a  cargo  of  prohibited  goods  to  be  depos- 
ited at  any  given  point  in  Boston,  Philadephia, 
or  Baltimore.  All  that  was  required  in  such 
cases  for  the  trouble  or  risk  in  the  transaction 
was  a  small  premiimi.  The  same  consequence 
will  ensue  whenever  the  duties  are  so  high  as  to 
give  encouragement  to  smuggling. 
.  Another  thing,  sir.  The  revenue  wiH  not  only 
be  impaired  by  smuggling  if  the  ainendment  pass 
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into  a  law^  bul  will,  in  truth,  be  dimioisbed  io 
another  point  of  view,  viz :  by  a  less  consumption 
of  the  articles  liable  to  duty  ;  for  you  may  raise 
the  duty  so  high  as  to  depress  the  receipt  at  the 
custom- hou&ej  by  reducing  the  consumption  of 
imported  goods.  The  combined  influence  of  a 
diminished  consumption,  and  of  smuggling,  will 
depress  jour  revenue  to  almost  nothing. 

As  a  nscal  measure,  then,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment is  not  a  wise  one ;  as  a  measure  taxing  the 
agricultural  interest  for  the  support  of  manufac- 
tures, it  is  not  wise;  as  a  measure  of  resistance 
to  the  belligerent  edicts,  it  is  worse  than  nothing, 
(or  it  has  not  been  contended  tbafr  it  would  l^ 
more  powerful  than  the  measures  heretofore 
adopted  for  the  same  purpose. 

I  have  been  pleased  to  near  the  obserratioos  of 
a  gentleman  from  New  York.  He.  is  for  sup- 
porting commerce  by  a  navy^  and  in  ^at  respect 
IS  directly  in  opposition  to  the  gentlemaa  from 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Seybgrt,)  who  supports  the 
maxim  of  the  King  of  Prussia,  that  it  is  not 
worth  while  to  attempt  to  protect  commerce 
without  a  hundred  ^hips  of  war.  Without  co- 
inciding in  that  opinion,  I  believe  that  every  hon- 
orable man,  however  warm  his  feelings  in  defence 
of  his  counuy,  must  believe  that  with  an  empty 
Treasury,  and  without  instruments,  and  even  if 
we  had  ten  tim^s  as  large  an  Army  and  Navy  as 
we  have  at  present,  it  would  not  be  competept 
for  us  to  force  those  maritime  Powers  who  have 
in  force  orders  and  decrees  affecting  our  com- 
merce, to  do  us  the  justice  we  conceiveourselvet 
entitled  to.  Our  submission,  as  it  has  been  called, 
to  the  decrees  and  orders,  was  a  submission  which 
we  could  neither  command  nor  control.  These 
edicts,  of  the  belligerents  were,  in  one  respect, 
like  the  dispensations  of  Providence ;  we  were 
incapable  of  resisting  them.  But,  on  that  ac- 
count, 1  never  deemed  a  vote  against  measures  of 
hostility  as  in  any  degree  abandoning  our  rights. 
Far  from  it ;  for,  it  would  only  have  been  a  vain 
cost  of  treasure,  and  a  lavish  expense  of  the  best 
blood  of  the  country,  without  any  good.  This 
state  of  things  should  induce  us  to  end^vor  in 
thebest  manner  we  could  |o  support  ourselves  at 
home,  and  acquire,  funds  in  the  Treasury,  by 
leaving  our  merchants  to  carry  on  such  com- 
merce as  is  in  their  power*  I  am  sure,  sir^for 
the  hOQorable  gentleman  from  Kentucky  is  a 
high-minded  man,  and  I  know  his  zeal  for  his 
country — that  he  does  aot  consider  this  as  a 
measure  of  resistance  to  the  orders  and  decrees. 
On  the  contrary,  it  appears  to  me  a  measure 
eompromitting  honor  for  money,  and'saving  our 
honor  by  filling  the  Treasury. 

Sir,  I  do  not  profess  to  be  capable  of  advising 
proper  measures  ^  but,  when  measures  are  brought 
before  the  House,  I  feel  it  my  bounden  duty  to 
express  my  sense  on  their  tendency.  I  think  this 
fifty  per  cent,  additional  duty  on  imported  goods 
will  not  increase  our  revenue;  it  will  not,  in  any 
degree,  better  our  situation!  it  will  operate,  at 
the  cost  of  the  Treasury,  as  a  bonum  to  our  mer- 
chants who  have  imported  goods  on  hand,  and  it 
will  operate  on  agriculturists  for  the  purpose  of 


raising  in  a  hotbed  the  maiui£aeiuring  iaterest, 
which,  though  I  wish  to  foster  it,  I  cannot  coo- 
sent  to  encourage  to  the  fiubstanlial  injury  of  tke 
agricultural  interest  of  the  country. 

A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for,  sou 
to  take  the  question  first  on  striking  out  the  first 
section  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Bacon  rose  merely  to  say  that  he  should 
vote  against  striking  out  the  section,  though  aot 
unfriendly  to  the  amendments  proposed,  becaofe 
he  believed  they  would  be  equally  applicable  to 
thQ  bill  if'  the  section  was  retained  as  if  it  was 
struck  out. 

The  question  on  striking  out  the  first  sectioo 
was  negatived,  52  to  43. 

Mr.  Johnson  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
adding  the  sections  he  had  moved  before. 

Mr.  J.  said  if  he  could  have  voted  for  the  bill 
now  under  consideration,  he  should  not  have 
troubled  the  Committee  with  these  amendmefits, 
amendments  justified  by.existinff  circumstances 
and  founded  on  correct  principles.  They  pro-, 
vide,  1st.  For  the  exclusion  of  British  aad  Frencb 
armed  vessels  fr43m  the  use  of  our  harbors  aad  wa- 
ters; denying  to  their  crews  the  hospitalUiesAod 
comforts  of  oUr  country ;  vesting  the  Presideat 
with  power,  by  proclamation,  to.  remove  such  re- 
strictions in  favor  of  the  Power  who  shall  to 
modify  its  anti-neutral  edicts  as  to  exempt  oar 
commerce  from  embarrassment.  2d.  To  add  fifty 
per  centum  upon  the  preaent  duties,  as  it  respects 
the  goods,  wares,  ana  merchandise,  thet;rowtb, 
produce,  or  manufactures  of  Great  Briitio  aod 
France,  their  colonies  and  dependencies;  with 
the  express  condition  that  such  duties  shall  cease 
and  determine  at  the  end  of  three,  months  from 
such  time  as  either  Power  may  cease  to  violate 
the  neutral  rights  of  the  United  States,  bul  to  be 
•enforced  as  to  tha  nation  continuing  to  make  ag- 
gressions upon  the  commercial  rights  of  the  Uoi- 
ted  Sutes.  3d.  To  authorize,  the  Presideat.  m 
case  of  arrangement  with  France  or  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  revive  the  non-importation,  part  of  ibe 
non-intereourse  against  fb^  Pgwer  refusing  v> 
modify  its  decrees  violating  our  neutral  rigbu* 
4tb.  To  stiike  out  that  part  of  the  bill  which  re- 
peals*ihe  non-intercourse. 

These  amendments  are  not  complicated.  They 
are  f  asy  of  comprehension.  They  assume  boe- 
orable  ground,  which  we  can  maintaioj  despiteoi 
foreign  enemies  or  domestic  opposition ;  a  sys- 
tem not  to  terminate  with  the  end  of  the  next 
session,  like  our  other  restrictive  measures,  ^hicn 
we  have  been  compelled  to  abandon.  No,  sir; 
bottomed,  upon  American  principles,  and  aniai^ 
ted  with  a  spirit  of  resentment,  these  restricttoas 
are  to  continue  as  long  as  the  unjust  decrees  oi 
the  belligerents.  It  is  a  system  of  retahauon 
against  the  two  warring  Powers,  who  havedisr^ 
garded  the  sacred  character  of  our  neutrality.  A 
preference  is  given  to  friendly  Powers  ana  latu 
commerce  by.  additional  duties  of  fifty  per  ^^^ 
as  to  France  and  Great  Britain ;  and  a  pro|F 
dfscrimination  is  made  in  our  commercial  tater* 
course  with  hostile  and  friendly  ^^^^^^ojilin 
eluding  the  public  armed  vessels  of  Great  iw*' 
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aod  FrsBce,  and  adinittiog  others.  The  wanton 
▼ioiations  of  onr  rights  justify,  and  call  imperi- 
ooaly  for  this  distinction.  The  exclusion  of  their 
armed  ressels  will  save  us  the  mortifieatiop  o{ 
seeing  oar  citizens  murdered^  and  our  commerce 
interrupted  in  the  sight  of  our  own  shores. 

This  discriminating  duty  of  fifty  per  cent,  will 
produce  the  most  salutary  consequenees.  It  will 
encourage  internal  improvements  and  domestic 
manufactures,  give  a  spirit  to  enterprise,  and 
bring  money  into  the  Treasury  to  discbarge  the 
debt  of  the  Revoluti6n.  It  will  encourage  the 
commerce  of  friendly  Powers,  excite  their  confi- 
dence, and  secure  their  friendship ;  it  will  evince 
our  justice,  our  firmness,'  and  our  moderation ;  it 
will  make  us  independent  of  the  markets  of  Na- 
poleon and  the  King  of  Bneland,  whose  enmity 
cannot  easily  be  destroyed.  French  brandy,  silks, 
and  wines,  and  British  manufactures,  will  find  a 
limited  market  in  the  United  States.  This  regu* 
lation  will  lessen  the  importation  from  Qreat 
Britain  and  France,  and  will  beget  habits  of 
economy,  and  destroy  those  arusient  ties  of  com- 
merce which  threaten  to  enslave  us.  So  long  as 
France  and  Great  Britain  believe  that  we  are  de* 
pendent  upon  them  for  a  market,  jot  their  goods, 
so  lottff  will  they  insult  the  honor  of  our  flag,  ana 
tramps  upon  the  rights  of  this  nation.  We  must 
conTmce  them  of  their  error,  and.  they  will  recip- 
rocate oar  friendly  dispositicni,  and  seek  our  com^ 
meree  upon  reciprocal  principles.  We  know  we 
are  independent  of  foreign  nations,  and  the  world 
mast  be  taught  to  know  it.  Without  this  belief, 
the  friendship  of  despots  is  not  worth  possessinp^. 
We  were  not  sent  to  this  place  to  barter  away 
the  nation's  rights,  but  to  maintain  them  at  the 
hssard  of  blood  and  treasure.  These  restrictions 
can  be  enforced  without  armies  and  navies,  and 
as  the  plunder  of  our  commerce  is  the  onl^  in- 
ducement now  for  France  and  Great  Britain  to 
eontinae  their  unjust  pretension:*,  these  duties 
will  injare  vitally  the  interests  of  both  nations. 
Bot  it,  seems  to  me  that  every  measure  will  be 
opposed  which  is  calculated  to  resent  the  wrongs 
of  fomgn  nations,  until  complete  abandonment 
of  our  rights  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence. 
Nothing  will  do  that  has  b^en  proposed,  and  poth- 
ing  that  can  in  human  wisdom  be  proposed.  And 
shoold  this  be  the  temper  of  the  House  at  this 
alarming  crisis  ?  Sometimes  the  measure  is  to 
operaie  upon  ourselves;  at  other  titpes,  its  opera- 
tion upon  foreign  nations  is  to  produce  revolu- 
tion, and  tenifies  us  to  death.  We  can  bear 
nothing  ;  we  can  sufier  nothing.  Have  we  lost 
oar  love  of  glory  and  freedom  ?  HaTC  we  lost 
oar  firmness?  Have  we  boasted  of  our  wisdom, 
oar  patriotism  in  vain?  How  can  I  meet  mv 
feUow-citizens  and  say  that  Congress  have  yield- 
ed Dp  their  rights  to  France  and  Great  Britain  ? 
Have  we  lost  confidence  in  the  people  7  1  hope 
not.  The  people  are  firm,  and  we  have  nothing 
to  fear.  It  is  objected  that  this  additional  duty 
will  produce  habits  of  smuggling.  The  fifty  per 
cent,  upon  the  present  duties  makes  seven-and-a- 
half  per  cent,  ad  valorem  duty,  aod  fifty  per  c^Bt. 
oa  the  specific  duty.    The  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 


ury has  recommended  to  the  Committee  o{  Ways 
and  Means  five^  per  cent,  on  ad  valorem  duties, 
and  thirty-three-and-a-third  per  cent,  on  specific 
duties  upon  the  commerce  of  all  natious,  as  with- 
out any  danger  of  smugi^ling.  with  a  view  to  rev- 
enue. This  duty  is  confined  to  France  and  Great 
Britain,  leaving  importations  from  other  coun- 
tries upon  the  present  establishment.  I  appre- 
hend, therefore,  no  danger  from  smuggling.  Up- 
on ligbt  articles,  such  as  lace  for  instaoce,  the 
imposts  will,  under  any  duty,  be  evaded  occasion- 
ally. This  cannot  always  be  prevented  or  de- 
tected;' and  the  evasion  of  the  law  may  take 
place  in  our  seaports  notwithstanding  the  vigi- 
lance of  the  revenue  officers.  But  upon  the 
great  subject  ^of  impost,  the  articles  :^hich  yield 
the  revenue,  the  duty  can  be  enforced,  and  will 
be  operative  upon  importations  from  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France. 

If  this  smuggling  be  carried  on,  it  must  be 
throuffh  >he  m^um  of  the  Canadas  and  the 
Flbridas;  and  this  circuitous  trade  could  not  be 
carried  on  with  any  profit  over  the  bona  fide 
trader,  provided  there  was  no  risk  of  detection 
and  forfeitute.  To  save  seven-and-a-half  per 
cent,  ad  valorem,  the  smuggler  must  incur  the 
expenses  of  a  circuitous  trade  by  land  and  water. 
He  inust  land  his  goods  in  Canada,  under  all  the 
disaavantages  of  its  commercial  situation,  com- 
pared with  the  fiair  trade  sailing  into  New  York 
or  Boston;  and,  after  landing,  he  must  carry  his 
hpavy  articles,  such  as  sugar,  ram,  cloths,  d^.,  to 
a  distant  market  for  sale«  He  must  run  the  risk 
of  detection,  and  the  penalties  of  the  law,  aird 
the  dishonor  attached  to  this  clandestine  traffic. 
With  these  difficulties,  would  the  seven-ap^-a* 
half  percent,  ad  valorem  duties  furnish  sufficient 
indncement  to  evade  the  law  ?  There  would  be 
much  difficulty  in  preventing  the  exportation  of 
ffoods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  on  account  of  the 
facilities  ef  evasion  arising  from  the  aid  which 
tmd  men  would  give  to  each  other  in  their  com- 
binations. But  the  difficulties  of  smuggling  into 
the  United  States,  even  under  a  total  non-impor- 
tation, would  be  very  great,  owing  to  the  vigi- 
lance of  our  officers  and  our  great  distance  from 
those  countries  which  furnish  us  with  importa- 
tions. The  smuggling,  of  which  complaint  is 
made,  has  arisen  Irom  the  system  of  non-inter- 
course to  which  we  have  been  driven  by  the  con- 
duct of  foreign  nations,  and  which  will  not  be 
the  case  under  the  operation  of  additional  duties. 
In  a  zeal  to  op^iose  the  amendment,  false  invoices 
have  been  mentioned  as  a  practice  that  would  re- 
sult to  evade  the  revenue  laws.  This  practice  of 
swindling  the  Government  of  its  revenue  by  a 
false  invoice  has  prevailed,  and  no  doubt  a  proper 
remedy  jvill  be  suggested  at  the  next  session  to  . 
suppress  it.  But  this  act  of  evasion,  arising  from 
a  defect  in  the  system  of  revenue  laws,  and  from 
the  great  desire  of  sain,  which  has  weakened  the 
moral  and  political  obligations  of  the  citizens, 
will  find  the  same  inducements  under  the  present: 
duties,  as  after  the  addition  is  made.  Nothing 
will  prevent  this  but  a  fear  of  detection,  or  the 
entire  repeal  of  your  revenue  laws.    I  call  the 
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aUebtipQ  of  this  HotMe  to  the  history  of  EDg- 
laad<.  I  have  examined  this  part  of  it,  and  ftod 
the  example  in  point.  The  ad  valorem  duties  in 
Great  Britain  are  thirty-three-and-a-third  per 
cent.,  as  a  permanent  system  of  revenue,  and  the 
practice  of  smuggling  does  not  defeat  th^  reve- 
nue. Every  faculty  is  afforded  to  the  smuggler 
in  England  by  regular  establishments;  and  in  the 
United  States  there  are  none  such ;  the  reverse  is 
the  fact — nor  can  such  establishments  exist,  sep- 
arated as  we  are  from  the  Old  World.  Look  to 
the  English  side  of  the  British  Channel.  Froiii 
Lands  End.  and  Portsmouth  up  to  Gravesend,  a 
coast  of  three  hundred  miles  is  presented^  and 
on  the  European  side,  from  Brest  to  Amsterdam, 
we  have  a  contiguous  coast  of  five  hundred  miles* 
From  these- opposite  coasts,  a  fa^t  sailing  smug- 
gling vessel  may  run  in  a  few  hours,  in  spite  of 
the  movement  of  revenue  cutters.  Add  to  this 
circumstance  the  number  of  islands  vfhich  aflford 
facilities  to  this  clandestine  traffic.  It  is  said  we 
cannot  distinguish  goods  of  French  and  British 
origin  from  those  of  the  nations  not  subjected  to 
additional  duties.  Take  any  port  as  to  Ameci- 
oan  commerce,  and  try  the  experiment.  Can  the 
English  merchant  purchase  Irish  linens  at  Ton- 
Difigen>  and  impose  them  upon  us  as  neutral 
goods?  And,  if  he  could,  would  not  thia  expe- 
dient cost  him  more  than  the  fifty  per  cent,  on 
the  present  duty — that  is,  sevenand-^half  pec 
cent,  ad  valorem?  We  have  been  told  that  this 
will  be  taxiag  the  people.  If  it  be  a  tax,  it. is  a 
voluntary  one.  It  is  paid  by  the  rioh  uid  the 
wealthy,  who  choose  to  clothe  themselves  in  for* 
eign  wares ;  it  is  paid  by  those  who  are  htit  able 
to  pay  it.  In  this  case  you  do  noC  ^nd  your  fed^ 
erai  officer  to  the  cottage  of  the  poor  man  with 
a  wife  and  children,  to  take  his  last  cow  to  sell, 
or.  to  put  him  in  jail.  The  hand  of  oppressk>a 
is  not  felt  by  this  dutv.  Your  mecfihaat  pays- it 
lo  the  Treasury,  and  if  the  farmer  voluntarily 
purchases  the  merchant's  goods,  he  indirectly 
Wps  to  pay  the  duty.  A  member  from  Mary- 
Und  has  spoken  of  the  State  of  Kentucky  as  fer- 
tile, and  more  able  to  bear  this  duty  than  the  other 
sections  of  the  United  States.  Every  part  of  the 
Union  has  its  advantages  and  disadvantages,  and. 
perhaps,  qo  measure  of  Congress  can  act  precisely 
equally  on  all  the  States;  but  I  can  assure  that 
gentleman  I  do  not  n^ke  the  calculation  of  profit 
and  loss  as  it  respects  the  people  of  Kentucky, 
when  their  rights  and  honor  are  at  stake.  No, 
sir ;  they  are  willing  to  bear  and  sufier  everything 
for  the  sake  of  that  freedom  which. they  enjoy. 
But  I  can  \also  assure  the  member  from  Mary- 
land that  he  is  mistaken  if  he  supposes  the  peo- 
ple of  Kentucky  do  not  sufier  in  common  with 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence 
of  the  measures  of  Congress,  passed  with  a  view 
to  countervail  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  our 
lawful  commerce  by  the  two  great  belltgerents  of 
Europe.  The  people  of  Kentucky  are  Industrie 
ous,  and  they  delight  in  times  like  these  to  clothe 
themselves  in  domestic  manufactures;  in  what 
we  call,  in  common  parlance,  homespun.  They 
meet  in  this  ornament,  to  celebrate  with  the  sen- 


limenta  of  freemen  the  anniversary  of  our  inde- 
pendence. But  they  have  their  calicoes,  and  thai 
silks^  also,  which  they  can,  and  do  put  oii,  when 
it  suits  them;  and  in  this  way  they  contribute  to 
pay  revenue  tq  the  exchequer  of  the  United 
Stales.  The  distressess  of  the  farmers  are  men- 
tioned, and  per  centum  calcut^tlons  made  a^  to 
their  losses  and  privations.  I  am  not  acqoaioted 
with  that  language  in  Kentucky.  I  have  listened 
to  members  on  /the  subrject  of  mercantile  captd* 
ity,  but,  until  this  session,  I  have  never  heard 
members  declaim  upon  agricultural  copiditf. 
And  has  it  come  to  this?  Shall  we  forget  the 
injustice  of  foreign  enemies,  and  calealaie  the 
loss  we  are  to  sustain  by  a^  vindication  of  oir 
rights?  I  have,  heretofore,  been  interested  with 
the  pleasant  theme  of  the  farmer's  virtQes,  his 
patriotism,  and  his  valur;  but  now,  I  hear  of  his 
cotton  upon  his  h^ds,  his  tobacco  in  his  ware- 
house, and  hla  fiour  spoiling.  I  will  not  iadalge 
sentiments  so  derogatory  to  the  character  of  the 
agriculturisu.  Such  sentiments  do  them  the 
greatest  injustice.  Gentlemen  are  mnch  M^ 
prised,  at  these  amendments.  It  was  expected 
we  had  given  up  the  restrictive  sjrsteDi.  I  tn 
sorry  to  astonish  the  members  of  this  Hoase,  hot 
I  hope  it  will  be  distinctly  understood  that  1 
never  ha ve^  and  that  I  never  will  relinquisht 
system  which  is  calculated  to  avenge  the  vio- 
lated rights  of  this  Buch  injurad  coaatry.  We 
have  'been  laughed  out  of  some  mcasores,  we 
have  beep  alarmed  out  of  others;  but  I  cannot 
be  operated  upon  by  either  of  these  motires.  I 
will  not  relinquish  the  ground  W&  have  taken  un- 
less I  discover  in  it  radical  defects.  In  saeh 
event,  I  would  gainr  wisdoaa  by  experience,  and 
commence  a  new  system,  more  certain  of  suceeff. 
I  have  noticed  attentively  the  passing  events, 
the  surrounding  difficulties,  the  difiereoce  of  opi^ 
iop  as  to  the  meaaurea  best  calculated  for  the 
times.  I  have  listened  to  the  jarious  seBtimeAis 
of  the  most  experienced  members,  and  it  is  uni- 
versally aipreed  hj  all^  that  we  cannot  abtn^ 
the  opposition  which  we  have  made  tb.tbeinjt- 
ries  of  France  and  Great  Britain ;  that  we  must 
persevere  in  some  honorable  course  of  measures; 
yomething  must  be  dooe.  Under  these  coalide^ 
ations,  I  have  ever  been  willing  to  afioommodaie, 
and  meet  in  union  to  vindicate  our  injured  ri;[hts. 
I  have,  on  all  occasions,  given  up  my  first  wishes 
rather  than  disseminate  the  s^s  of  disunioa. 
but  I  now  begin  to  see  that  all  is  in  vain,  tnu 
submission  must  codie,  unless  we  take  these 
amendments  and  adopt  the  hill.  I  will  meet  up- 
on any  ground  but  the  abandonment  of  our  rights* 
Thai  I  never  will  do  for  an  earthly  power  or  con- 
sideration. I  have  always  been  willing  to  con- 
tinue commercial  restrictions,  or  use  the  fo*^^ 
the  nation  to  avenge  our  wrongs.  I  see  no  other 
course — there  can  be  no  other.  I  have  *^^^ 
endeavored  to  get  the  strongest  measures,  but  de- 
termined to  vote  for  the  weakest  rather  than  to 
do  nothing,  or  distract  the  CJouncils-of  the  Uuioo. 
With  this'disposition.  wecan  "pwt  >ipoo  boaw- 
able  ground,  and  that  ground  is  now  oftirea. 
This  Government  is  founded  onthe  virtue,  IM 
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affeetioD,  and  the  patriotism  of  the  people.  So 
ioog  as  you  save  the  Datiooal  honor,  under  such 
imperious  difficulties,  they  will  be  satisfied. — 
They  hare  given  evidence  of  this  disposition. 
Bat,  let  us  separate  with  naked  submission  to 
the  decrees  of  France  and  Grea:  Britain,  and  the 
people  will  rise  in  their  just  indigaatioB,  and  de- 
clare us  mnrorthy  of  the  sacred  trust  eomtnitted 
to  our  charice.  They  never  wiU  snfier  a  foreign 
Power  to  regvhite  tneir  cotnnierce,  ifnd  preTeot 
the«i  from  carf ytog  <mr  natrve  produce  to  mar 
ketigrec^Me  to  the  taws  of  nationsirad  of  reason. 

Mr.  Svtmr  opposed  the  ffm^dment. 

Mr.  BoTD  spoke  hi  reply. 

Messrs.  Dana  and  Livbrmore  spoke  against 
the  amendment. 

And  a  division  of  the  qtiestion  being  called  for, 
the  first  flection  proposed  as  an  amendment  (going 
to  continve  the  exclusion  of  foreign  armed  res 
seb  from  our  waters)  was  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
mittee-^yees  53. 

Mr.  Van  Horn  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  sec- 
ond'section  proposed,  the  words,  '^as  to  allowance 
of  drawbaek.''  He  said  be  had  no  idea,  after  the 
people  had  been  taxed  nearly  double  of  the  pres- 
ent duties,  of  admitting  foreign  soods  to  be  re- 
exported after  a  payment  of  only  three  and  a  half 
per  cent.  dury.  It  would  be  a  premium  to  for- 
eign manulactures  over  our  own. 

The  motion  was  ix>st,  ayes  14. 

The  second  section  was  then  agreed,  to  ayes  50. 

Mr.  Bacon  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill  (which  re^eaU  the  third  section  of  the 
uoD^intercourse  law)  by  striking  out  the  words 
"the  third  section  of  the." 

This  motion  was  objected  to  by  Mr.  Pitkin  on 
the  ground  of  the  alleged  absuraity  of  repealing 
a  law,  and  at  the  same  time  re-enacting  the  two 
itm  sections  aud  subjecting  the  whole  to  rerital 
on  the  proclamation  of  the  Presideot. 

Mr.  Bacon  defended  his  inotion,  and  showed 
the  necessity  of  giving  a  power  to  the  President 
'to  retire  the  non-intercourse  system  in  relation 
10  the  belHti^erent  not  revoking  its  edicts--^  ae-, 
eessitjr  resulticg  from  laws  pavsed  by  Congress, 
requirinpr  the  President  to  make  certain  offers  to 
the  bellttferents,  which^  if  agreed  to,  could  not 
ke  earned  into  effect  unless  this  provision  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  PrrKtN  replied  that  with  respeet  to  any 
overture  made  to  either  belligerent,  or  as  to  any 
treaty  in  contemplation,  the  House  had  no  know- 
ledge, the  President  not  having  given  th^m  such 
information.  He  was  opposed  entirely  to  giving 
power  to  the  President  to  revive  a  law. 

Mr.  LtVERUoRB  said  as  the  proposed  amend* 
ment  went  to  the  total  repeal  of  the  non-inter^ 
cdurse,  dfstinet  from  aiiy  condition  annexed  to  it^ 
he  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to— ayes  61. 

Other  verbal  amendments  having  been  agreed 
to,  the  Committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  as 
imeuded. 

Mr. Ml LNOR  moved  toad jouro-^yes43j noes 51. 

Mr.  duiNOT  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  ta- 
Me,  for  ths  purpose  of  1>a?ing  it  printed. 


This  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Van 
Horn,  Key,  duiNCY,  and  Livermore,  on  the 
grounds  that  they  could  not  understand  the  amend- 
ments ;  that  this  precipitation  of  business  was  un- 
dignified and  dan^rous;  and  they  claimed  as  a 
nght  to  have  the  hill  printed  for  inspection  before 
they  decided  on  it. 

Messrs.  Gbolson  and  Johnson  opposed  it. 
They  said  they  felt  every  disposition  to  accom- 
modategentiemen  in  their  wishes ;  but  the  House 
acted  under  imperious  circumstances,  for  if  thfe 
passage  of  the  bill  was  delayed  beyond  io-morrow, 
It  was  impusbible  that  the  Senate  should  act  on  it 
before  the  time  fixed  for  adjournment.  They  ap- 
pealed to  ^heir  friends,  under  these  circumstances, 
not  to  consent  to  delay. 

The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
motion  that  the  oill  lie  on  the  table :  | 

Ybab — Dsniel  filaisdeU,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Campbell,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Cham- 
pion, Matthew  Clay,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Baven- 
S>rt,  iun.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
avid  8.  Garlind,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale, 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  William 
Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker, 
Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  Bt.  Loe  Livermore^ 
Mat&ew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews, 
Ardnbald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Wm.  Milnor, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gnrdon  8. 
Mnmlofdt  Jose|^  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun., 
Timetkty  Pitkin,  jun.,  EUsha  R.  Pott^,  Josiah  Quin<^, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennassee,  Daniel  Sheffey,  John  Brnm^ 
Samael  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephenson, 
Jacob  8woope,  Samuel  Taggait,  Benjamin  TaUmadga, 
Jabex  Upham,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KUlian  K.  Van 
Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Ezekiel  WhitnMn,  and 
James  Wilson— 63. 

Navs— Wiltis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  EadLSel 
Baoon,  David  Bard,  BurweU  fitsSett,  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  B<^d,  John  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  BmweU, 
William  Byder,  Joseph  Calho«n>  John  Clopton,  How- 
eR  Cobb,  James  Codiran,  Orchard  Cook,  JamerCox, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cntts,  John  Dawson,  Jo- 
seph Deaha,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barnllai  Gaaoett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  CHiolsmi,  Palemon  Gaodwyn, 
Jifmes  Holland,' Jacob  Huffy,  Rkhard  M.  Johnson, 
John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander 
MeKim,  John  Mentgotoety,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jers* 
miah  Morrow,  Roger  Neboa,  Thomas  Newton,  John 
Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Peaniylvanh^ 
MaUhias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastns  Root,  Ebene- 
ser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  Adam 
Sejbert,  Samael  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  SmiUe, 
George  Smilih,  John  Taylor^  John  Tbompeon,  UrlTra- 
oy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  lobert  Weakley,  Robert 
WhitehUI,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witbenpoon^-69. 

The  first  and  second  amendments  of  the  Oom- 
mtttee  of  the  whole  House  were  then  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

The  third  amendment  being  then  read,  in  the 
words  following,  to  wit : 

**And  be  it  fiirther  tnaded.  That  the  two  'first 
sections  of  an  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  interdict  the 
commercisl  intereeurse  between  the  United  States  and 
(Jreat  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  pwpoaea/  he,  and  theaama  are  horaby,  lavW- 
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ed,  and  «hmll,  from  the  passmge  of  thli  act,  have  full 
force  and  effect. 

**And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  an  addition  of  fifty  per  cent  shall 
be  mule  to  the  duties  now  imposed  by  law  on  the  im- 
portation of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  in  respect  to 
all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  the  growth,  produce, 
or  manu&cture,  of  any  of  the  dominions,  colonie^  or 
dependencies,  of  either  Grreat  Britain  or  France,  or  im- 
ported from  any  of  the  said  dominions,  colonies,  or  de- 
pendencies ;  which  additional  duty  shall  be  leried  and 
collected  in  the  same  manner,  under  the  sam^  regula- 
tion and  allowance  as  to  drawbacks,  mode  of  security, 
and  time  of  payment,  respectively,  as^are  already  pro.- 
scribed  by  law,  in  relation  to  the  duties  now  in  force 
on  the  importation  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise/' 

A.diyision  of  the  question  on  the  said  ameod- 
ment  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Lton,  the  division  to 
tdke  place  after  the  word  ^^  effect :"  and  the  same 
being  taken  on  the  first  member  thereof,  it  was 
resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motioiK^was  then  made  by  Mr.  Van  Horn, 
and  the  question  beiug  put,  to  amend  the  second 
member  of  the  third  amendment,  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  and  aUawance  as  to  drawbacks^  and 
it  was  xletermined  in  the  nes^ative — ayes  25. 

The  question  was  iheu  faken  on^concurring  in 
the  second  member  of  the  said  amendment,  and 
resolved  in  the  affirmative — yeas  59.  nays  22,  as 
follows: 

Yi  AS — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  William  Anderson,  Eze- 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Bnrwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd, 
John  Brown,  William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler, 
Joseph  CalhcMin,  John  Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  James 
Cox,  WHliam  Crawford,  Richard  Cutis,  John  Dawson, 
Joseph  Desha,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gid- 
eon Oardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  (roodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKtm,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller»  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newtoo,  John  Nich- 
olson, John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebeneser  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Eb^nezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samu^  Shaw,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Taylor,  Uri 
Tncj,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Rob- 
ert Whitehm,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— WilKam  W.  Bibb,  Matthew  Clay.  Howell 
Cobb,  James  CochrAn,  David  8.  Garland,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  WUliam  Kennedy,  PhiUp  B.  Key,  Joseph 
Lewis,  jr.,  Robert  Marion^  Wm.  Milnor,  Thos.  Moore, 
Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumibrd,  Bemamin 
Pickman,  jun;,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Blisha  R.  Potter, 
Daniel  Shefiey,  Richard  Stanford,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
Ezekiel  Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

An  amendment  authorizing  a  suspension  of  the 
restrictions  as  to  the  nation  revoking  its  unlaw- 
ful edicts,  was  concurred  in  without  opposition. 

Mr.  MuMFOBD  said  he  was  opposed  to  the 
amendments.  They  would  however  be  useless 
indeed  if  there  was  no  cohimeree  cm  which  the 
duty  could  operate;  and  this  he  feared  would  be 
the  case  soon,  unless  some  measure  was  adopted, 
for  at  one  fell  swoop  twenty-five  sail  had  been  ta- 
kea  wtthLa  sixtjr  days  past  at  and  near  St.  SebM- 


tian.  Without  further  preamble,  he  moved  the 
following  section  as  an  amendment,  to  which,  if 
agreed  to,  he  would  add  the  detaib  necessary  to 
carry  it  into  effect: 

**  And  be  it  further  enatted^  That  the  merchant 
vessels  of  the.  United  States  owned  wholly  by  a  citizen 
or  citizens  thereof,  laden  wholly  with  articles  of  the 
growth  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  owned 
wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof  navigated  wholly 
by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  not  having  on  board 
articles  contraband  of  war,  and  bound  to  any  post  or 
place  not  actually  invested,  with  which  interooiine 
shall  be  prohibited  by  the  decrees  or  orden  of  (he  Chrv- 
emment  of  any  Power  whatever,  shall  be  entitled  to 
protection  by  convoy." 

Mr.  Marion  asked  for  information  whether  this 
swoop  was  made  on  the  merchantmen  at  sea  or 
Ia  port?  If  in  port,  he  said  he  should  be  flad  if 
the  gentleman  would  inform  him  whether,  if  they 
bad  been  convoyed,  they  would  have  escaped 
seizure?  If,  after  being  convoyed  to  a  port,  they 
w^re  not  safe,  it  would  b^  a  great  Tcasoo  against 
going  to  the  expense  of  convoying. 

Mr.  MuMFORD  replied  that  the  greatest  part  of 
the  vessels  had  been  taken  entering  the  harbor  of 
St.  Sebastian,  some  by  boats^  some  by  privateers 
— some  were  taken  possession  of  immediately 
after  their  arrival.  Had  they  been  oonvoyed,  so 
that  the  nature  of  the  property  could  have  beea 
ascertained  with  certainty,  he  believed  they  would 
not^ave  been  seized. 

Mr.  Fisk  regretted  that  he  could  not  vote  for 
the  preposition,  because  it  was  too  indefinite;  be- 
cause it  would  be  merely  nominal,  as,  if.our  Navy 
was  increased  four-fold,  it  could  not  be  competent 
to  the  object;  because  he  did  not  wish  to  embai^ 
rass  the  bill  by  any  distinct  propositions,  nor  to 
add  one  which  would  defeat  the  bill ;  because,  if 
at  this  late  hour  of  the  session  it  was  determiiied 
to  employ  arms  to  enforce  our  rights  on  the  ocean, 
he  wished  it  to  be  done  in  a  more  serious  manner 
than  that  proposed. 

.  Mr.  Dana,  adverting  to  a  distinction  made  in 
some  late  admiralty  decisions  between  veaseb 
sailing  under  convoy  and  under  protection,  be- 
cause in  the  former  case  the  merchant  vesaeb 
were  compellable  to  sail  under  the  direction  of 
the  armed  vessel,  and  in  the  latter  case  had  their 
option  how  far  they  would  proceed  under  protec- 
tion,, suggested  to  the  gentleman  the  propriety  of 
modifying  hi»  motion,  so  as  to  read  *^  may  be  pro- 
tected by  the  public  armed  vessels  pf  the  United 
States  against  unlawful  searches  or  seizure.^ 

Mr.  MuMFORO  declined  varyin^g  his  motion. 

Mr.  Gholbon  was  desirous  or  postponing  the 
amendment,  but  could  not  get  at  hia  object. 

Mr.  PiCKMAN  said  no  one  could  be  more  de- 
sirous than  himself,  if  it  was  in  our  power,  to  pro- 
tect our  commerce  against  the  illegal  acts  of  any 
nation ;  but  it  would  be. as  idle  to  attempt  to  con- 
voy our  trade  against  the  thousand  ships  Britain 
has  in  commission,  as  to  convoy  them  to  France 
with  a  view  to  resisting  illegal  seizure  and  deten- 
tion by  that  Power  in  her  own  ports. 

Mr.  Dana  objected  to  the  amendment,  because 
of  the  vagueness  of  the  terms  in  which  it  was 
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eoQebed.  It  authorized  ihe  convoy  of  trade,  with- 
oat  specifying  whether  on  land  or  on  water. 
Whatever  might  be  the  case  with  these  smaller 
vehicles  called  gunboats,  he  said  it  was  not  usual 
for  the  frigates  to  undertake  to  travel  by  land. 

The  ameDdment  was  negatived— yeas  18,  nays 
73  as  follows : 

Ybas-- William  Andenon,  Burwell  BaMett,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Claj,  John 
Clopton,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Oholson,  Benja* 
msn  Howard,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Gur- 
don  8.  Mumfi>id,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Porter,  John 
Rhea  of  TenBeasee,  Erastus  Roo^  John  Thompson,  and 
Esekiel  Whitman. 

Nats— Willis  ^ Alston,  junior,  David  Bard,  William 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridf^,  John 
Brown,  William  Butler,  Epaphroditus  Champion, 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  William 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John 
Davenport,  jun.,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  James 
Emott,  Jonathan  Fide,  Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  William  Hale,  Daniel 
Heister,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Hufty,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron 
Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBiyde,, Samuel 
McKee,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Nicholas  R.  'Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Roger  NeUion,  Benjamin  Pickman,  ^un., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.',  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joeiah  Quincy, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  IVIatthias  Richards, 'John 
Roane,  Ebeneier  Sage,  Thomas  8ammons,  Ebenezer 
Seaver,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  , 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  Uri 
Trafiy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Jabez 
Upham,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  James  Wilson, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherq[)oon. 

Mr.  LivBRMORB  wished  to  make  a  motion  that 
the  bill  bhould  not  take  effect  nor  be  in  force  till 
the  —  ^ay  of next. 

The.SpBAiUCR  informed  Mr.  Livermorr  that 
it  was  not  in  order,  as  the  House  had  agreed  to  a 
section  which  contained  within  itself  a  provision 
that  it  shoold  go  into '  operation  from  and  colter 
the  wueage  of  thie  act 

Mr*  LivBRMORB  then  moved  the  following  as 
an  ameodment  to  the  bill : 

'*  Prond^f  That  nothing  in  thjs  act  shall  be  con- 
stnied  to  allow  the  recovery  of  any  penalty  or  forfeit^ 
are  by  reason  of  the  Proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  bearing  data  the  9th  of  August, 
1809,  or  the  corresponding  instructions  issued  under 
the  direction  of  the.Presdent  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Trtasory  of  the  same  date  as  communicated  to  Con- 
gress with  the  Message  of  the  President  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session. 

Mr.  LivERMORE  said  that  the  amendment  he 
had  introduced  was  to  prevent  the  embarassments 
which  naight  arise  to  the  citizens  from  prosecu- 
tions for  peoaUies  and  forfeitures  incurred  under 
an  apprehension  that  the  non^intercourse  act  had 
been  in  force  since  the  28th  of  June,  as  regarded 
tbe  dominions  of  Great  Britain,  and  that  the  cir- 
cnlar  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  of 
U^  19th  of  August  last,  and  the  proclamatioD  of 


the  President  of  the  same  date,  were  warranted 
by  law.  If,  said  he,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  circular 
letter  and  proclamation  I  have  mentioned  were 
not  warranted  by  law,  and  the  non-intercourse 
has  not  been  so  in  force,  ir  is  proper  a  proviso  of 
this  nature  should  be  annexed  to  the  second  sec- 
tion to  prevent  further  difficulty  and  embarrass- 
ment arising  to  the  people. 

It  is  intended  by  the  bill  before  us  to  repeal 
the  act  of  June,  which  revived  part  of  the  act  of 
March,  commonly  called  the  non-intercourse,  so 
that  its  operation  shall  immediately  cease,  except 
as  to  the  recovery  of  forfeitures  and  penalties  in- 
curred under  it;  and  as  the  non-intercourse  is 
now,  and  has  been,  since  the  passage  of  the  act, 
in  force  as  respects  France  and  her  dependencies, 
it  is  proper  perhaps  to  keep  in  force  tne  act  as  to 
the  recovery  of  such  penalties  and  forfeitures; 
but  as  the  law  (as  I  shall  undertake  to  show)  has 
not  beeii  in  force  as  respects  Qreat  Britain  and 
her  dependencies,  since  the  close  of  the  last  ses- 
sion of  Congress,  it  is  proper  so  to  qualify  the 
expressions  of  the  second  section,  about  to  be 
enacted,  as  that  they  may  not  mislead  the  officers 
of  Government,  or  cause  Embarrassments  to  the 
people,  or  that  the  meaning  of  Congress  should 
be  misunderstood. 

The  principles  I  advance  are,  that  the  circular 
letter  and  proclamation,  as  respects  this  subject, 
are  not  warranted  by  law;  and.  as  I  have  under- 
taken to  show  it,  and  will  (I  think)  demonstrate 
it  beyond  alt'  doubt  to  every  gentleman  who  will 
ffive  me  a  patient  hearing,  I  hope  I  shall  be  in- 
dulged; nolwithstandinff  the  lateness  of  the  hour 
and  the  anxiety  of  gentlemen  to  divide  upon  the 
question  of  the  passag^e  of  the  bill  this  night,  im- 
perfect and  unintelligible  as  it  is. 

It  is  true  tbe  courts  of  law  will  decide  accord- 
ing to  their  own  understanding  as  to  the  point 
whether  the  non-intercourse  has  been  in  force  as 
respects  Great  Britain  and  her  dependencies,  since 
the  close  of  the  lai>t  session ;  but  still,  it  is  our  duty 
to  understand  the  subject  we  are  legislating  upon, 
and  that  we  should  not  enact  a  principle  which 
is  unjust  in  itself,  and  cannot  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect, simply  because  the  courts  of  law  have  the 
control,  and  must  act  immediately  in  their  deci- 
sions. If  what  I  contend  for  is  correct,  then,,  the 
literal  operation  of  the  section  under  considera- 
tion is  of  the  description  I  have  menj^ioned,  and 
the  expression  ought  to  be  qualified.  And  there 
can  be  no  impropriety;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is 
right  and  proper  to  qualify  it  in  the  wa^  I  eon- 
tend,  and  a  contrary  position  cannot  be  justified 
on  any  sound  principle  of  morality  or  policy. 

If  there  is  any  law  to  warrant  the  proclamation 
and  circular  letter,  it  must  be  contained  in  the 
acts  of  Congress  of  March  1st  1809^  called  the 
non-intercourse,  and  of  the  28th  of  June  last, 
which  revived  parts  of  the  non-intercourse  act. 
If  there  is  any  other  act  upon  the  subject,  gentle- 
men who  may  hold  a  contrarv  doctrine  from  that 
which  I  contend  for,  are  called  upon  to  produce 
it;  otherwise  I  shall  uke  it  for  granted  that  there 
ia  no  pretence  of  any  others,  f  Will  consider  the 
act  erf  March  in  the  firat  pUce. 
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The  first  and  second  sections  interdict  from  our 
ports.  ai)d  harbors  all  public  armed  ships  of  either 
France  or  Great  Britain. 

Tfare  third  section  interdicts^  af\er  the  20th  of 
Mav,  then  next,  the  entrance  into  our  ports  and 
harbors  of  all  ressels  sailing  under  the  flag  of 
Great  Britain  or  France,  or  owned,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  by  their  citizens  or  subjects^ 

The  fourth  section  forbids  the  importation,  after 
the  20th  of  May,  of  all  merchandise  from  Great 
Britain  or  France,  or  thefr  dependencies,  or  of 
any  goods,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufkctore 
of  either,  from  any  other  place. 

The  sixth  section  subjects  to  forfeiture  the  res- 
sels, dbc.,  in  which  prohibited  articles  shall  be  put 
on  board  for  the  par|rose  of  importation.  The 
fifth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  and  tenth  sections 
regulate  the  carrying  into  efiect  the  provisions  of 
the  other  sections.  The  twelfth  section  repeals 
the  embargo  laws  after  the  15th  of  the  month,  or 
ao  much  as  respects  the  departure  of  yessels  to 
any  places,  except  Great  Britain,  France  and 
their  dependencies.  The  thirteenth  requires  giv- 
ing bonds,  6u:.\  and  the  nineteenth  section  limits 
the  duration  of  the  act  to  the  end  of  the  then  next 
session  of  Congress,  which  was  in  June  last.  And 
as  the  law  was  to  expire  at  the  end  of  that  ses- 
sion, it  follows  that  anj  part  of  it  which  has  not 
been  revived  and  kept  m  force  by  the  act  of  June, 
must  have  ceased  to  operate  upon  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress,  as  much  as  if  it  had  never 
existed;  and  no  one  will  pretend  that,  if  it  has 
not  been  continued  in  force  by  the  act  of  Jun?,  it 
has  since  been  in  force,  or  that  the  circular  letter 
or  proclamation  could  be  warranted  by  it. 

It  is  necessarry  to  notice  the  provisions  of  the 
eleventh  section  of  the  act,  which  are  as  follows: 

''That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and  he 
is  hereby,  authorized,  in  case  either  France  or  Great 
Britain  shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as  that 
they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of  the 
United  States,  to  declare  the  same  by  proclamation; 
after  which  the  trade  of  the  United  States,  suspended 
by  this  act  and  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on  all  ships' 
and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  several  a<its  supplementary  thereto,  may 
be  renevred  with  the  nation  so  doing.  And  vesseb 
bound  thereafter  to  any  foreign  port  or  place  with 
which  the  commerdal  intercourse  shall,  by  virtae  of 
this  section,  be  again  permitted,  shall  give  bond,  dec, 
that  they  shall  not  proceed  to  any  foreign  port,  iior> 
trade  v^ith  any  country  olfaer^  than  those  with  whidi 
commercial  intercourse  shall  have  been  or  may  he  per- 
mitted by  this  act«" 

By  this  section,  upon  a  certain  event,  the  Presi- 
dent was  to  declare  it,  and  the  trade  or  commer- 
cial intercourse  was  to  be  renewed^  and  vessels 
sailing  were  to  give  bond  only  *^not  to  proceed  to 
'  any  foreign  port,  nor  trad^  with  any  country 
'  other  than  those  with  which  commercial  inter- 
*  course  shall  have  been  or  may  be  permitted."  I 
shall  not  at  this  time  inquire  into  the  legality  or 
correctness  of  the  President's  proceedings  in  rela- 
tion to  making  the  arrangement  with  Mr.  Erskine, 
hut  simply  to  what  he  did  and  what  Congress  did, 
in  pursuance  of  the  arrangement  made  on  the 


19th  of  April  last.  The  President  issued  his  proc- 
lamation reciting  the  provisions  of  the  eleveoth 
section  I  have  mentioned,  and  that  the  Hon.  Da? id 
Montague  Brsktoe  had,  by  the  order  and  in  ti)e 
name  of  his  Sovereign,  declared  to  this  Qotero- 
ment  that  the  British  Orders  m  Council  of  Jadq- 
ary  and  November,  1807,  ^ould  have  b^n  with- 
drawn on  the  lOih  day  of  June  then  next ;  sod 
the  President  proolaiioed  the  same,  ''will  bate 
'  been  withdrawn  on  the  said  lOth  day  of  June, 
^  after  which  the  trade  with  Great  Britain,  sot- 

*  pended  by  the  met  ot*  Congress,  and  the  act  hiyifif 

*  an  embargo,  and  xke  several  acts  8Qpflemenii/]r 
'  thereto,  may  be  renewed."  Con|n^e»sf  met  on  m 
22d  of  May,  and  on  the  23d  the  President  seat  a 
message  to  both  Houses;  and  araoog  other thiofs 
informed  them  that  the  British  Government  had 
transmitted  to  their  Lection  provisimud  tnafmo- 
lions  to  signify  His  Britannic  Majesty's  wiUing- 
ness  to  withdraw  his  Orders  in  uoanctl.  id  (he 
persuasion  that  the  intercour^  with  Great  Brit- 
ain would  be  renewed  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States. 

"These  steps,"  says  lie,  "of  the  British  Govera- 
^  ment  led  to  the  correspondence  and  proclama- 
'  tion  now  laid  before  yoja,  by  virtue  of  which  the 
^  commerce  between  the  two  countries  will  be 
<  renewed  af^er  the  10th  of  June  next."  The  Ptt- 
sident  then  recommended  to  Congress  "the  rsri- 
^  sion  of  our  commercial  laws,  proper  to  adapt 

*  them  to  the  arfaogeiiieot<whieti  had  taken  pine 
'  iwith  Great  Britain."  What  ^sould  the  Presideot 
mean  by  this  recommendation  ?  The  whole  sys- 
tem would  expire  at  the  end  of  the  sessioo,  ^ith 
was  expected  would  be  very  short.  Thb  akwe 
could  have  been  the  meaning:  that  as  the  act  of 
March  was  temporary, -and  as  Great  Britain  htd 
cpmplied  with  the  requidtion  of  revoking  "her 
edicts  violattng  our  neutral  commerce,"  and  u 
France  bad  not,  there  was  a  propriety  in  contian- 
ing  the  non-intercourse^  or  rather  it  was  part  of 
the  compact  as  to  F^antfe,  and  not  as  to  Great 
Britain.  This  was  the  way  Congress  uadentood 
it;  indeed,  they  could  understand  it  in  no  other 
light,  and  legislated  accordingly.  The  8iq»po6i- 
tion  is  too  ateurd  to  entertain  for  a moaent,  that 
the  President  or  Congress  conceived  the  least 
idea  that  the  non-intercourse  with  Great  Britais 
was  not  renewable  on  the  10th  of  June,  or  that  it 
had  not  been  legally  renewed  •at  the  linaeof  ptfo- 
ing  the  act  to  amend  and  continue  in  foree  the 
several  sections  of  the  non-intereourse  act  ^^ 
France,  .which  was  passed  the  dSth.  of  Jane.  To 
suppose  this  were  possible,  is  to  suppose  the  Presi- 
dent the  most  rile,  perfidious  man  that  ever  drew 
the  breath  of  life,  ad  well  as  the  greatest  fool- 
perfidious  towards'the  people  of  the  Oniied  States 
to  ebter  into  an  arrangement  which  he  did  not 
know  or  believe  effectual,  and  solemnly  declare 
to  the  world  that  it  was  4one,  theireby  to  let  loose 
the  whole  commerce  of  the  United  Slates  to  go 
where  the  people  pleaaed,  except  to  France  and 
her  dependencies,  and  solemnly  to  aononncc  to 
Congress  that  it  was  done  in  conformity  with  the 
act.  And  to  suppose  th^t  Congress,  in  P*»^,* 
any  kind  of  faith  in  the  President,  or  in  the  legw- 
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itf  of  what  he  had  done,  shoold  hold  up  to  the 
people  their  fall  reliance  dpOD  hinii  and  the  legal- 
ity of  his  amogement,  and  proceed  to  pass  an 
act  whereby  the  property  of  the  citizens  should 
be  forfeited  and  their  persons  subjected  to  impris- 
onnaent  for  acts  made  criminal,  which  they  were 
told  by  the  GoFerament  were  inaocent  and  law- 
ful, is  to  make  Congress  the  most  detestable,  vile, 
wicked  body,  or  composed  of  the  rilest  wretcl^ 
that  ever  disgraced  human  natvre.  And  yet,  upon 
ezaminatioo,  it  will  be  found  that  this  must  be 
the  case,  if  the  proceedings  since  the  13th  of  Aq- 
gost  last,  in  relation  to  this  sub)ect,  haire  been 
correct.  But  this  case  cannot  be  admitted.  Con*- 
greas  neither  did  nor  could  know  anything  of  the 
transaction,  except  what  the  President  bSA  com- 
municated to  them,  and  which  I  hare  noticed. 
Congress  supposed  the  dimite  with  Ckeat  Brit- 
ain was  settled  and  rtgfatuilly  done,  and  passed 
the  aet  of  the  28th  o(  June,  in  oofiformity. 

it  is  well  known  to  every  lawyer,  and  it  must 
be  admitted  by  erery  man  of  any  understanding, 
that  all  words  ajnd  sentiments  of  a  doabtf«l  or 
equivocal  meaning,  must  receive  a  construction 
according  to  what  appears  to  have  been'the  wh 
derstandiQg  and  intention  of  the  Lej^islature ; 
otherwise  a  law  might  be  pasaed  to  punish  a  man 
for  that  which  was  not  intended  to  be  madecrim^ 
iaal,  and  for  an  action  innocent  in  itself,  and  be- 
lieved so  at  the  timer  of  its  commission.  This 
would  be  the  extreme  of  tyranny ;  a  most  dread- 
ful engine  in  the  hands  of  a  tyrant!  But  the 
reverse  b  the  fact,  and  the  intention  of  the  Legis- 
lature is  as  much  the  law,  and  binding  on  all 
concerned,  as  if  the  provision  was  so  expressed 
as  to  admit  oi  but  one  meaning. 

It  was,  then,  with  this  pnderstanding  that  Con- 
gress, on  the  28tb  of  June,  passed  the  act  by 
which  it  was  enacted  that  the  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth,  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  sev- 
enteenth, and  eighteenth,  sections  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled an  act,  Ae.— the  act  of  the  first  of  March- 
shall  coatinue  in  force  until  the  end  of  the  next 
session  of  Congress;    "provided   that  nethinjg; 

*  therein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prohibit 

*  any  trade  or  commercial  intercourse  which  has 

*  been,  or  may  be^  permitted  in  confom&ity  with 

*  the  provisions  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  said 


A  construetion  must  undoubtedly  be  put  upon 
the  words^  "which  has  been,  or  may  bejwrmit- 
ted,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions."  Do  these 
words  merely  designate  an  act  alone^  or  trade  pr 
commercial  intercourse  already  permitted,  which 
the  act  should  not  be  construed  to  prohibit  $  or 
an  hypothesis,  if  any  treaty  or  commercial  inter- 
course has  been  legally  and  rightfully  permitted ; 
or,  in  other  words,  in  conformitv  with  the  elev- 
enth section,  then  this  act  shall  not  prohibit  it, 
otherwise  it  shall  prohibit  all  trade  and  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
pendencies? 

Only  one  of  these  constructions  can  be  right. 
If  the  uuter  is  wrong,  it  follows  that  the-first  is 
the  true  construction  of  the  act  of  June  last. 

This  proviso  eoold  not  relate  to  the  trade  with 
llthCov.2dS£ss.— 61 


France.  The  eleventh  section,  which  is  ex- 
pressly continued  in  force,  makes  the  provision 
for  that  case.  It  must  relate  wholly  to  Great 
Britain ;  it  would  be  nonsense  to  endeavor  to  ex- 
tend this  provision  to  anything  ebe$  and  it  is  too 
self-evident  to  be  denied,  that  this  was  the  inten- 
tion of  Congress.  Now,  as  the  intention  of  Con- 
gress, at  the  time  of  passing  the  act  of  June,  was 
not  to  prohibit  the  trade  with  Grreat  Britain,  the 
conclusion  is  irresistible,  that  this  proviso  was 
expressly  intended  to  prevent  the  affirmative 
words  in  the  sections  revived  bv  the  act  of  March 
from  operating  to  prohibit  such  trade  and  com- 
mercial intercourse.  I  call  upon  g[entlemen  to 
attend  to  this  subject.  I  conceive  it  is  our  bound* 
en  doty  to  do  so,  and  to  understand  it ;  and,  if  it 
should  lead  us  to  the  necessity  of  impcaichment,  I 
hope  We  shall  not  shrink  from  our  duty.  The 
President  and  Secretary  have  their  conduct  reg- 
ulated and  circumscribed  by  law,  as  well  as  other 
men,  which,  in  no  case,  can  they  be  allowed  to 
transcend.  And,  if  gentlemen  can  answer  my 
arguments,  they  are  called  upon  to  do  so.  It  is 
not  by  a  silent  vote,  or  incessant  calls  for  the 
question.  This  conduct  may  manifest  strength 
of  lungs  and  vivacity  of  disposition,  but  affords 
very  indifiereot  argument  of  refutation.  As  far 
as  I  have  capacity  I  will  endeavor  to  illustrate 
my  meaning  of  the  construction,  which  is  the 
onl^  true  one  to  be  |Hit  upon  this  law  by  cases 
which  must  exist,  if  it  is  not  the  true  construe- 
tion,aod  I  hope  to  render  the  subjeet  tpo  plain  to  be 
misundersto<Hi.  Id  the  first  place,  if  my  construc- 
tion is  not  correct.  Congress  must  be  made  to  en- 
act a  law  contrary  to  their  intention  and  under- 
standing ;  for,  if  the  belief  and  meaning  of  both 
the  President  and  Congress  were  not,  that  the 
difficulties  with  Great  Britain  were  settled,  and 
that  no  law  was  to  be  made  upon  the  subject  as 
regarded  that  country^  then  the  President  must 
be  supposed  to  be  ffuilty  of  the  most  shoekinf 
untruths  in  his  procutmjBttion  of  the  19th  of  ApriL 
his  Message  lo  Congress  of  the  23d  of  May,  and 
his  Message  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session  $ 
and  Congress,  if  they  have  not  made  use  of  false 
words,  yet  have  used  false  dealings  with  their  con- 
stituents—worse than  false  words.  How  oould 
the  President  say,  comporting  with  truth.  ^*  that 
'  the  engagement  with  Mr.  Erskine  baa,  with 
'  good  faith,  been  carried  into  immediate  execn- 
<  tioa  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,"  if  Con- 
gress, on  the  28th  of  June  last,  passed  a  law  to 
prohibit  the  Intercourse  with  Great  Britain  1 

If  it  had  been  apprehended  by  either  the  Pres- 
ident or  Congress  that  there  would  have  been  any 
further  difficulty  with  Great  Britain,  and  that  the 
arrangement  was  not  completed,  how  easy  would 
it  have  been  lo  have  made  a  provision  to  have 
met  the  exigency  of  the  case  which  would  not 
have  worked  an  injury  to  the  people?  For  in* 
stance,  if  it  should  oe  found  that  the  arrangemeiit 
was  not  entered  into  with  proper  authority,  or  if 
Great  Britain  should  disavow  it,  that  then  the 
President  should  issue  his  prochimation  declaring 
the  ikct,  after  which  the  non-intercourse  should 
ilgaitt  commence  \  and  Congreis  not  having  done 
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any thiog  of  the  kind,  affords  further  proof  (If  it 
be  necessary  to  prore  a  self-eFident  proposition) 
that  this  state  or  things  was  never  contemplated. 

The  case  presents  itself  in  another  point  of 
▼iew.  Suppose  the  arrangement  had  been  dis- 
avowed, would  the  non-intercourse  have  been  in 
fopce  against  Great  Britain  ?  To  answer  this  af- 
firmatively would  be  throwing  back  the  charge  qf 
perfidy  upon  our  Government  in  a  manner  irre- 
sistible. If  the  question  is  answered  negatively, 
as  it  must  be— and  at  the  same  time  it  is  contend- 
ed, that  having  disavowed  the  arrangement,  it  is 
in  force — then  it  must  follow  that  our  ownXiegis- 
latnre  have  passed  a  law  whose  operation  must 
depend  upon  the  doings  of  a  foreign  Ctoverninent, 
and  it  is  made  to  traverse,  like  a  weathercock, 
"as  the  wind  shall  happen  to  blow ;  and  our  cit- 
izens may  commit  actions  to-dav,  which  to-mof- 
row  becofile  highly  penal,  and  whereby  they  may, 
by  our  own  laws,  forfeit  all  their  property,  and 
that,  in  consequence  of  the  doings  of  a  foreign 
Government. 

If  the  operation  of  the  proviso  is  made  to  de- 
pend upon  the  fact  of  whether  the  arraogeinent 
was  or  was  not  made  in  conformity  with  the  elev- 
enth section,  then  this  paradox  might  exist:  that 
the  arrangement  was  entered  into  without  au- 
thority from  the  Government  of  Great  Britain, 
and  consequently  they  were  not  bound  by  it,  but 
so  far  acquiescing  as  not  to  enforce  their  decrees 
of  November  and  January,  and  yet  our  non-inter- 
ifiourse  is  enforced  against  her  so  as  to  punish  our 
own  citizens  for  pursuing  their  imaginary  lawful 
commerce !  But  suppose  the  case  to  staird  thus : 
the  arrangement  was  legally  or  properly  entered 
into,  and  so  acknowledged  at  the  time  of  passing 
the  act  of  June;  but  afterwards  Great  Britain 
would  not  stand  to  the  agreement — could  the  Pres- 
ident by  proclamation  revive  the  law?  I  think 
the  answer  will  be  in  the  negative ;  and  yet,  if 
the  doctrine  is  correct  asainst  which  I  am  con- 
tending, the  answer  roust  ne  in  the  affirmative^  for 
our  Government  have  not  conceded  and*  do  not 
concede  that  the  arrangement  was  not  madein  con- 
formity with  the  law,  in  which  case  Great  Brit- 
ain would  not  be  bound  by  it;  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, intimate  that  the  disavowal  was  a  breach 
of  faith  on  her  part,  and  in  no  other  way  can  the 
President's  Message  be  understood.  And  the 
same  sentiment  has  been  expressed  by  gentlemen 
on  this  floor. '  How  often  have  we  beard  it  re- 
peated, in  the  course  of  the  debate  U{>on  the  joint 
resolution,  "  the  perfidy  of  Great  Britain  in  dis- 
avowing the  arrangement"  If  the  arrangement 
was  not  legally  entered  into  by  the  agent  of  that 
€k>vemment,  in  virtue  of  his  power  for  the  pur- 
pose, then  there  was  no  perfidy  in  the  disavowal ; 
but  if  the  converse  is  true,  that  the  arrangement 
was  le^lly  made  and  perfidiously  disavowed, 
then  it  is  made  to  follow  that  the  President  may 
revive  the  non-intercourse  by  proclamation,  if  it 
is  now  in  force  against  Great  Britain. 

Bdt  we  are  told  in  the  Message,  which  cer- 
tainly looks  a  little  contradictory, "  that  the  event 
'  authorizing  the  renewal  of  commercial  inter* 
*'  eoui^e  hftTing  thus  not  uken  place,  it  neecssartly 


*  became  a  question  whether  the  act  prohibttiDg 
^  that  intercourse  was  not  to  be  considered  as  r^ 

*  maining  in  le|[al  force?  This  question  being. 
^  after  due  deliberation,  determined  in  the  affir^ 
^  mative,  a  proclamation  to  that  effect  was  issued." 
Did  the  President  mean  by  this  phrase, "  the  event 
not  having  taken  place,"  that  the  British  Qoven- 
ment  were  not  bound  by  the  arrangement?  This 
would  make  the  insinuation  in  bis  Message  very 
unjust.  His  meaning  must  be'this :.  the  arrange- 
ment or  agreementsupposed  to  be  lawfully  entered 
into,  being  that  of  the  10th  day  of  June,  the  orders 
of  November  and  Januarjr  would  have  been  with- 
drawn, and  the  British  Government  refusing  to 
fulfil  tbe  agreement,  and  this  ^  event  not  having 
taken  place,"  it  became  a  question,  i&c.  And  the 
only  difference  between  the  case  I  have  suppotcd 
and  the  case  that  exists  as  operating  upon  this 
questibji  is  this :  that  in  one  case  the  uovemment 
of  Great  Britain  refused  to  stand  to  tbe  agreement 
before  the  time  of  passing  the  law,  but  it  was  not 
known  at  tbe  time ;  in  the  other,  that  the  Gor- 
ernment  refused  to  stand  to  tbe  agreement,  aHer 
the  passing  of  the  law — consequently,  neither 
event  being  known  at  tbe  time,  neither  conld 
have  any  operation  upon  the  law  then  passed,  as 
neither  could  influence  the  Legislature  n  pass- 
ing it ;  and  it  follows,  pari  raiione,  that  the  Pres- 
ident has  as  much  authority  in  one  case  as  the 
other  to  revive  by  proclama^tioo.  In  fact  he 
could  have  none  in  either. 

This  opinion  of  the  President  was  formed ''after 
due  deliberation," and  both  acts  were  undonbtediy 
before  him.  If  he  had  r^ad  the  19th  section  of 
the  act  of  March,  it  would  have  informed  him 
wUether  that  act  could  be  considered  as  "remain- 
ing in  legal  force."  .  Would  it  have  been  any 
question  with  him  if  the  act  of  June  bad  not  been 
passed?  I  think  not;  and  yet  fVom  his  mode 
of  reasoning  it  seems  it  would  have  been  tbe  ease. 
He  says,  "the  event  not  having  taken  place,  the 
Question  was  whether  the  act  remained  in  force.'' 
Had  the  question  have  been  considered  by  hio 
in  a  correct  view,  it  surely  never  could  hare 
been  a  question  with  Eim  whether  he  bad  been 
particepe  criminia  in  passing  a  law  to  revive  the 
non-intercourse  with  Great  Britain/  contrary  to 
his  solemn  act  and  agreement  with  the  British 
Ministry;  and  this  we  must  suppose  was  his  dd- 
derstanding  at  tbe  time  of  its  passage.  Cbaritr 
may  drive  us  to  this  conclusion,  that 'the  19th 
section  was  not  read,  or.  if  read,  not  attended  to; 
but  charity  is  not  to  drive  us  from  a  first  coosid- 
at  ion  and  attention  to  the  people's  rights  and  the 
principles  of  the  Constitution,  which  adroit  of  oo 
excuse  for  an  arbitrary  assumption  of  power,  la 
whatever  shape,  Whatever  time,  and  let  who  viU 
be  the  person. 

The  only  inquiry  can  be:  Did  the  act  of  June 
instantly,  upon  its  being  passed  and  receiving  the 
sanction  of  the  President,  revive  the  non-inter- 
course against  Great  Britain  ?  for  the  supposition 
of  reviving  it  upon  contingency  is  fraught  with 
too  man)r  extravagances  to  admit  of  tbe  possi* 
bility  of  its  being  supportdd.  To  suppose,  then, 
that  Congraat  cowld  intend  to  pass  a  law  to  re- 
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trospect,  to  puoish  the  eidzens  who,  ander  the 
arraDgement  aDDOuneed  b\r  the  PresideDt's  proc- 
lamatioD,  and  also  in  so  solemD  a  manDer  to  Coii- 
mss  in  his  Message,  had  be'eo  pursuing  their 
kwAil  commerce  from  the  10th  of  the  month 
until  the  28th,  is  placing  Congress  in  a  most  in- 
famous tyrannical  point  of  light.  Retrospective 
laws  are  of  all  species  of  tyranny  the  most  Odious; 
they  are  against  our  Constitution,  the  rery  ge- 
nius of  our  Government,  and  contrary  to  every 
principle  of  right  and  jusuee.  The  admission  of 
their  existence  supposes  the  source  pf  their  Origin 
to  have  been  from  the  most  depraved,  vile,  hor- 
rible disposition,  fit  only  for  the  breasts  of  those 
who  have  their  habitation  with  the  damned.  But  a- 
thiag  so  contrary  to  tbeeternal  principlesof  justice 
ought  never  to  be  supposed  to  exist;  and  yet  there 
is  no  rational  way  of  supporting  the  circular  let* 
ter  upon  the  ground  of  ^gal  authority,  except  by 
the  admission  of  this  principle  in  its  full  force, 
or  by  admitting  the  greatest  al>surdities,  contra- 
dictions, and  nonsense,  which  I  have  endeavored, 
perhaps  too  faintly,  to  describe.  And  it  takes 
Tery  httle  from  the  turpitude  by  admitting  the 
act  to  be  prospective  until  Augtkst,  when  the 
pocinmation  was  issued;  for  to  suppose  it  to 
have  been  passed  under  such  deception,  the  in^ 
terconrse  having  been  permitted  from  the  10th 
of  Jane,  is  too  abominable  an  imposition  to  admit 
that ,  Congress  wobld  be  capable  of  practising* 
Congress  gave  an  explanation  of  their  meaning 
in  the  proviso  in  the  3d  section  of  the  aet  of  June, 
speaking  of  the  proviso  of  the  11th  section  of  the 
mot  of  March,  thus:  "in  relation  fo  any  nation 
with  which  commercial  intercourse  m^y  here- 
after be  permitted,''  &;c  The  words  in  the  other 
proviso  are,  "haive  been  or  may  be  permitted." 

The  operation  of  the  act  at  the  time  of  passing 
it  mast  be  either  to  revive  or  not  to  revive  the 
^ovisioDS  of  the  act  of  March  against  Great 
Britain.  There  can  be  no  other  alternative.  If 
they  are  revived,  then  the  consequences  must 
result  which  I  have  shown.  If  they  were  not  re* 
▼iTed,  I  ask  from  whence  it  is  the  President  de- 
tiwed  his  authority  to  revive  them  ?  I  could  wish 
gentlemen  to  point  out  the  source.  This  ques- 
tion is  not  altogether  dew.  I  have  before  sup- 
ported it  in  de&te,  though  I  have  not  gone  so 
Iarg;ely  into  the  consideration  of  it.  During  the 
session,  an  honorable  gentleman  has  said  that 
there  had  been  but  one  gentleman  who  had  ad- 
raneed  the  opinion ;  but  the  suggestion  has  been 
mmde  elsewhere — in  the  Senate  in  particular,  and 
the  Kxeentive  must  have  considered  it,  and  from 
there  being  no  seizures  that  1  recollect  to  have 
heard  of,  I  presume  a  correct  opinion  is  now 
formed. 

But,  if  a  contrary  doctrine  is  still  held  by  the 
Rxeentive,  they  have  had  full  time  to  furnish 
their  friends  with  arguments  to  support  it.  1 
should  tike  to  hear  the  argument  of  the  learned 
law  counsellor,  whoever  he  mav  have  been,  that 
advieed  to  the  course  taken  in  April  last.  But  if 
there  should  not  be  any  argument  advanced  in 
snpporf  oi  the  doctrine^  I  shall  take  it  for  granted 
that  gentlemen  are  sensible  none  can  be  adduced. 


From  the  premises  I  have  laid  down^  these 
conclusions  result :  that  the  act  of  March  inter- 
dictingcommercial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
beine  temporary  and  expiring  on  the  28th  of  June, 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  to  which  it  was  ex- 
pressly limited,  is  not  in  force  as  respects  Great 
britain,  because  it  was  not  revived  by  the  act 
passed  the  28th  of  June,  and  there  has  been  no 
other  lawful  act  to  revive  it^ 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Livermore's 
motion,  and  negatived — ayes  27,  nays  62,  as  fol- 
lows: 

YxAs — James  Breckonridge,  John  Campbell,  Epa- 
phroditus  Ciismpion,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Daven- 
port, jun.,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  H^e,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Richard 
Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman  Knicker- 
backer,  Edward  St.  Los  Livermore,  Matthew  Lyon» 
Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Jodah  Quincy,  Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephen- 
son, Samnel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  Jabes 
Upham,.  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton, 
and  Ezekiel  Whitman. 

NATS^-WiUis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Esekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwsll  Bassett,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Brown,  William  A.  BorweU,  William  BqI> 
Ker«  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Cl<^>ton,  Howell  Cobb,  Jas. 
Cochran,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Rich'd  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha, .  Meahack  FrankUn, 
BarziUai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  Gholsout 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Jacob  Hufly,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Ken- 
nedy, Philip  B.  Key,  John  Cove,  Aaron  Lvle,  Robert 
Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  William  Milnor,  John  Mont* 
gomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gur- 
doni9.  Mnmford,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Nicholson,  John 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania;  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee, Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons^  Adam  Seybert, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard, 
John  Taylor,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley, 
ReiMTt  Whitehill,  James  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

Mr.  Lyoii  moved  that  the  bill  as  amended  be 
printed. 

This  motion  being  out  of  qrder  whilst  the  ques- 
tion for  engrossing  was  pending — 

A  motion  was  again  made  to  lay  the  bill  on 
the  table,  which  was  supported  by  gentlemen 
who  declared  themselves  utterly  unable  to  under- 
stand it. 

The  motion  w^s  negatived— yeas  41,  nays,  60, 
as  follows : 

TsAs— Jaml98  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  Epa- 
phroditus  Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  James  Cochran, 
Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior,  WilHam 
Ely,  James  Emott,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Benjamin  How- 
ard, Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbackeiv  Edward  St.  Loe  Liver- 
more,  Matthew  Lyon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Mat- 
thews, Archibald  McBryde,  WilHam  Milnor,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jnnior,  Timothy  Pitkw, 
junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Daniel  Sheffey, 
SaMuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  James  Stephenson, 
Jsoob  Swoops,  Benjamin  Talhnadge,  John  Thompson, 
Arebibdd  Van  Horn,  KiUiaa  K.  Van  ReossehMr,  La- 
ban  Whsaton,  Biekiel  Whitiaan,  and  James  Wilsott. 
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Hats — Willis  Abton,  joniory  WilUam  Andenon, 
Ecekid  Bftcon,  David  Bard,  Biirw«ll  fianett,  WiUiam 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Jobo  Brown,  WilUam  A.Bw- 
weU,  WiJiiun  Butler,  Joaoph  Calhoan,  John  CloptoQ, 
Howell  Cobb,  Janes  Cox,  William  (>awfoid,  Ricbard 
CuUs,  Jobn  Dawson,  Josepb  Desba,  Jonathan  Fisk, 
Mesbaok  FrankUn,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner, 
Thomas  Gbolson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  James  Holland, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy, 
John  LoTC^  Aaron  Lyle,  Sampel  McKee,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  John 
Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John 
Boane,  Brastos  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  8am- 
mo^s,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw, 
uetaiiB  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  Henry 
Southard,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner, 
tonior,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  WItherspoon. 

The  reading  of  the  bill  as  amended  was  called 
for ;  but  it  was  said  thai  the  bill  had  been  scot  to 
the  Clerk's  office  to  be  engrossed* 

It  was  said  by  several «i embers,  aidaosg«t  whom 
were  Messrs.  Q^oincy,  Kby,  Daiya,  wh  Eaton, 
«od  others,  that  it  was  toaUmissible  to  encross  a 
hill  iKfore  an  order  had  passed  the  Hoase  tor  that 
purpose. 

Mr.  Pi8«  reminded  gentlemen  of  the  bill  fbr 
^e  relief  of  Mrs.  Hamilton,  in  refetion  to  whicfi 
that  course  had  been  pursued ;  for  the  bfU  had 
been  engrossed,  perhaps  by  desire  of  gentlemen 
INrho  DOW  obiecied  to  this  course,  before  ^n  order 
had  passed  the  House  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  dciNOY  iujiifited  on  the  immediate  reading 
of  the  bill,  as  a  right  he  possessed  as  a  member 
of  the  House.  Objection  was  made  to  the  read- 
ing, on  the  ground  that  it  was  only  intended  to 
embarrass  and  delay  the  proceedings  of  the  House* 
The  objection  was,  however,  withdrawn  and  ihe 
hill  with  the  amendments  read. 

Mr.  PoTTiR  mo7od  to  amend  the  amc^dmMt 
made  to  the  bill  by  strikiog  out  "fifty,"  per  cent, 
and  inserting  "  twenty." 

The  motion  was  declared  out  of  order,  as  it 
went  to  strike  out  a  part  of  an  amendment  al^ 
ready  agreed  to.  ' 

The^uestion  was  then  put,  "Shall  the  bill  be 
•Bgrossed  and  read  a  third  time?"  and  carried-— 
yeas  60,  nays  18,  as  follows : . 

Tbas*— Willis  Alston,  junior,  WMliam  Ander«on, 
^  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Dand  Bard,  Bur^ell  Bassett,  Adam 
Boyd,  Johsi  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  William  But- 
lar,  Joseph  Calhoon,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
James  Qochian,  James  Cox,  WilUam  Crawlbrd,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  John  DaWson,  Joseph  Desha,  Jonathan 
Fisk,  Meshack  FranUin,  BarziUai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  Thomaitf  Gbolson,  P«tsrson  Goodwyn,  James 
Holland,  Bei^jamin  Howard,  Jacob  Holty,  Richard  M. 
Jahnson,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee, 
John  Moatfomerj,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,.  Jeremiah  Mor. 
low,  Gordon  8.  Mamford,  Roger  Nelson,  John  Niohol. 
SOB,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylrania,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Richaivis,  John  Roane, 
Erastaa  Root,  Ebenezer  Bage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Ebentier  Seatwr,  Adam  Seybeit,  Samuel  Shaw,  Den- 
nis BiiMlW  John  Smilie,  Gesi^  Smith,  Haniy  Sonth- 


ard,  John  Taylor,  Un  Tracy,  Cbailes  Tomer,  jqbmt, 
Robert  WeaUey,  Robert  Whitrii^.RidMid  Wins, 
and  Robert  Wi^erspoen. 

Nats— WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  James  Breckmntdgi, 
David  8.  Garland,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  BsnisI  Bai- 
ter, WUliam  Kennedy,  Robert  Marion,  BeajsaunPiek- 
man,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkip,  junior,  Bhsha  R.  Pottir, 
Josiah  Quiney,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Saranel  Smith,  Bicbvd 
Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Laban  Wheaton,  fiakiil 
Whitman,  and  James  Wilson. 

And  the  bill  was  ordered  to  he  read  a  third  time 
to-morrow,  by  a  small  majority,  ta  preference  to 
xo-day. 

The  House  then  adjouni^at  ten  o'clock  tfter 
a  session  of.  twelve  hours. 

During  the  session  various  questioas  aroie  oi 
points  of  order  aad  oo.  the  ooastructton  of  diffei' 
ettt  provisions  of  the  bill,  which  were  diseosM 
in  so  desultory  a  matMner  as  to  preclude  a  detiH 
of  them. 


Thursday,  April  19* 

Mr.  Rhba,  from  the  managers  appoiited  « 
the  part  of  this  House  to  attend  a  confereoeewiu 
the  managers  oh  the  part  of  the  Senate  on  w 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  tt 
amendment  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitle  Ab 
act  regulating  the  Post  Office  Establishment 
reported  that  they  have  had  a'coaf^renoc  oo  iw 
subject  committed  to  them,  and  have  not  eett 
able  to  come  to  any  agreement. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  RHSAtAit(a« 
House  do  adhere  to  their  disagreemeat »  »« 
fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate  to.  the  bill  » 
fore  mentioned  j  which  motioa^was  ordered  »w 
on  the  table. 

A  motion  "wta  made  by  Mr.  Dknk  tb^  the 
House  do  come  to  the  fellowiag  resoladoD: 

Rmieedy  That  the  Postttastar  General  be  ^»^ 
to  Uy  befoM  this  Honae  m  statement  of  the  r^^*^ 
anaberofpoatofioes,andthetams  received wr  pe^ 
ages,  with  the  compensalioa' of  the  dephtypoittii^ 
in  the  several  States^  and  TaiiilDries;  sad  ti»J^ 
charge  Iw  eonveyance  of  the  mail,  and  ^^^'^^^T^ 
of  the  Post  Office  JBstobiishment  in  «^*>7  7^''^ 
the  fourth  of  Mardi^  one  thousand  seven  hnndrea  ada 
eighty-nine,  to  the  end  of  the  year  one  thousandtfg* 
hundred  and  nine;  together  with  information  retp^o" 
ing  the  extent  of  the  poet  roads. 

The  resolution  waa  read,  and  ordf led  to  lie  « 
the  table. 

A  motion  was  mMe  by  Mr.  Lova,  a»d  ^jj^ 
tion  being  put.  that  the  House  do  now  PJ^^^ 
the  consideration  of  a  resolution  proposed  oyw^J 
on  the  ei||rhteemh  instaoty  it  was  determine 
the  negative.  -.^ 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  ^"^Jl^ 
that  the  Seoate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  a 
act  for  the  relief  of  persons  imprisoned  ior"»^. 
They  have  also  passed  the  bill,  entitled  An  »J* 
concerning  invalid  pensiooers,"  with  •***"  r 
ments  j  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  o» 
this  House.  .     ^  r  .-  tke 

The  f<4lowiiig  letter  was  received  from  iw 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 
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TmEAsvBx  DxpAftxafSHi,  April  17, 1810. 

8im :  la  obadunee  to  ^tte  reiofauioii  of  the  House, 
I  have  the  honor  to  tranemtt  a  report  in  pert,  on  the 
■tt^iiert  of  Amenean  manu&etiiree^ 

Boiae  impofftent  informatioii  h^  beeaebtained;  l^ut 
it  ia  in  general  partial  and  defective :  and  it  would  have 
baea  deniable  that  the  report  might  have  been  delayed 
to  the  next  leeiion. 

Peanit  me  to  obaerye  that  the  ajpproaching  ceneue 
might  afford  an  opportunity  to  obtain  detailed  and  cor- 
rect information  on  that  oubject ;  provided  that  the  de- 
puty manhals  were  directed  by  Congreis  to  collect  it 
and  to  make  retumt  in  such  form  as  would  be  pre- 
acribed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

7b  tke  Bon.  SrxAKia  of  the  House  of  Rep$* 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  one  thoq^and  copies 
of  the  report  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  it 
was  referred  to  a  select  eomoaittee,  with  a  view 
to  the  consideration  of  the  suggestion,  as  to  au- 
thorizing the  marshals,  deputies,  dbc.,  to  asaist  in 
obtaining  ioformatioa  as  to  manpiacturcs.. 

PROTRACTION  OF  SB9BI0N. 

On  motion  of  Mr  Smilia  the  Blouse  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  resolution  laid  on  the 
table  bf  him,  for  resdnding  that  vota  of  adjourn* 
meat. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Q«ol8>oii,  Mr.  0ifti- 
UB  modified  his  motion^  so  as40c direct  ftaa4Jottriii- 
BMOt  OD  the  first  of  May. 

Mr.  Davenport  mored  to  strike kmu  'Mhe  first 
of  Mmy,''  aad  iaseft  ''thirtieth  of  ApriL''*-Neg- 
«tiT«d,  4e  to  36. 

Mr.  Nb€80ii  mored  that  the  resolution  lie  oft 
the  table.— Lost,  44  to  37. 

Mr.  Stakpord  moved  to  strike  out  ''first  of 
May,"  and  insert  "twenty-first  of  April.'*— Lost, 
ayes  11. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  should  vote  against  the  res* 
olotion  for  two  reason^ :  1st— because,  if  Con- 
gress were  to  remain  in  session  a  week  longer  in 
coQseqtteace  of  any  inforjuatlon  from  Europe, 
tbey  shiMld  have  it  officially  fcocKi  the  prop^  au^ 
thority  <it  the  United  S4aies  before  they  oould 
act  oa  saeh  a  sugf^estion ;  24ly — beoauad  a  pco- 
traction  of  the  session  would  operate  aiso  to  pro<* 
tract  a  system  of  eommercial  restriction  opera- 
tive to  no  good  and  much  evil* 

The  reioiutioo  to  rescind  was  passed— yeas  59, 
nays  47,  as  follows : 

Yaas— Wt&fis  Aktoa,  jaa^  WiUiaai  Anderson,  Ese- 
kMl  Baeea*  David  Bm4,  BarweU  Baaittt^  William  W. 
Bibb,  Adaa  Be^d*  John  Brown,  William  BatUr,  U^ 
aepli  Cdttwan^  Maltbiw  Clay,  iavMs  Caebmai  Orehaid 
Coe^  William  Crasrfofd,  Rlchavd  Cutts,  John  Dsa** 
soia^  Joseph  Deeha,  William  Fiadfey,  ioaalhan  Fisk, 
MmhTk  Franks  Banillai  Qanaett,  Gideoa  Oaidaerf 
Ikvsd  a  G^dand^  Thomas  Qholson,  Petemoa  Good' 
W|B,  B«^jamia  Howard,  Walltf  Joaai,  WiUiamKea^ 
na^j^  John  Love,  Aamn  LvK-  Nathaassl  Maoaa, 
Uiavt  MMrioB,  Alexander  Mekim>  Pleasant  M«  Mifier, 
Wnu  MihMT,  Joha  Maatgomary,  Nioholas  B.  Meete^ 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  Ourdon  8.  Mumford»  Thonma 
Sewtoa»  Joha  NiehokKm,  Jefan  Baa  af  P^nuy Ivaaia, 
I  Bhea  of  Twinmsee,  JohnBoaao,  BhattMei  Baga, 


Thomse  Bammons,  Adam  8e3rbert,  Daniel  Shefi^, 
Dennis  Bmelt,  John  Smilie,  John  Smidi,  Samnel 
Smith,  Jacob  Swoope,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompaan, 
George  M.  Trenp,  Charles  Turner,  jonior,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — ^James  Breckenridge,  Robert  Brown,  Wit- 
Ham  Chsmberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  John  Clop- 
ton,  James  Cox,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport^, 
junior,  WilHam  Ely,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  fiale» 
Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heister.  Jacob  Hufty, 
Richard  Jackson,  jmiior,  Robwt  Jenkta%  Herman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St  Loo 
Livenuore,  Matthew  Lyon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Roger 
NelaoBt  Joseph  Fearsonv  Benjamm  I^ickman,  junior, 
Timothy  Pitkin  junior,  Blisha  R.  Potfer,  Josiah  Qumey* 
John  Randolph,  Matthias  Richards,  Erastus  Root, 
Bbeneser  Seaver^  Samuel  Shaw,  George  Smith,  Hemy 
Southard,  Ridiflrd  Stanford,  Jassea  Stephenson,  Sam- 
uel Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  Uri  Tracy,  Jabes 
Upham^  Archibald  Van  Bom,  KOtiaa  K.  Van  Rensse- 
laer, Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  White- 
hiB,  Esekiel  Whitman,  an^  James  Wilson.  , 

COMMBRCIAL  INTERCOIJR8B. 

The  engrossed  bill  concerniBg  commercial  in- 
tercourse between  the  United  3tates  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  for  other  purposes,  waa 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  question  having  been 
stated,  '*  dhall  this  bill  pass  7^  Mr.  CIuinpy  op- 
posed the  bill  at  great  length. 

Mr.  PiTiciN  fbuowed  on  the  same  side. 

Ml  Da,na,  also  spoke  at  considerable  leogtK 
against  the  bill. 

Ml  CocBaAM  moved  that  the  fourth  section  of, 
the  same  be  recommitted  tq  a  Committee  of  the 
whole  House ;  and  it  was  determined  in  the  nag* 
ative. 

Mr.  Dana  objeeted  that  the  fourth  sectioa  oC 
the  same  ought  aoi,  at  thte  time,  to  be  diseased 
Off  voted  upoa  in  the  House ;  for  that  it  was  a 
motion  or  propoaitiaB  for  a  tax  or  charge  opo» 
the  people^  wbielft  was  aot  made  aad  ofiered  until 
j^esterday,  and  has  not  since  that  day  been  dis* 
eussf  d  in  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House. 

Mr.  Speaker  decided  that  the  btH  bavins  beeit 
reported  by  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House, 
and  passed  to  a  third  reading,  and  having  been 
read  a  third  time,  and  the  only  question  being^ 
""  Shall  the  bill  oass  V^  he  conceived  that,  at  tbfe 
stage  of  the  bill,  the  objection  cannot  liew 

From  which  decision  of  the  Chair,  Mr.  Dana 
appealed  to  the  House.  Aod^  on  the  qoestioa, 
"Is  the  decision  of  the  Chair  correct?"  it  was  re* 
solved  in  the  affiimative — yeas  67,  nays  37,  as  fol? 
lows : 

Yba»— Willk  Alston,  jmiior,  William  Aiidai«OB» 
Espial  BaaoB,  Dand  Bard,  BurweU  Bassett,  William 
W.  Bibby  Adam  Bojd,  Joha  Bwwn^  Mabert  Browa, 
Wiiham  A.  BarweH,  William  Batler,  Matthew  Clsy» 
John  Cieptoa,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Caehran,  OrohMrd 
Cook,  JaoMa  Coz«  Witiasm  Owated,  Riehard  Cntls^ 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley,  iona^ 
than  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Banillai  Oannett^  Gide- 
on Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hm^, 
Riduurd  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  John  Love, 
Aaron  Lyie,  Samuel  licKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Plea- 
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smnt  M.  MiU«r,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon  S.  Mumford, 
Boger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nieholson, 
Jo^  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus 
Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  8ammons,  Ebenezer 
8eaTer,  Adam  Seyberf,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie, 
<}eorge  Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John 
Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner, 
jr^  Robert  Weakley,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Nats — James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  DaTenport, 
junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  HaTen,  Richard  Jackson, 
mnior,  Robert  Jenkins,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph 
Lewis,  junior,  Edward  St.  Loe  Livermore,  Nathaniel 
Macon,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Wil- 
liam Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley>  Joseph  Pearson, 
Beniamin  Pickman,  junior^  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Dan- 
iel Sheflfey,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Stanley,  James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoo'pe,  Samnel 
Taggart,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rens- 
selaer, Laban  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  about  five  o'clock  and  carried-^yeas  61,  nays 
40,  as  follows :  . 

TxAS — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  Wil- 
liam A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun, 
John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchard 
Cook,  James  Cox,' William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley,  Jooa- 
^an  Fisk,  Meshack  Franklin,  Banillai  Gannett,  Gide- 
on (Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  GoodWyn, 
James  Holland;  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  John  I^ove,  Aaron  Lyie,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexander  MclCim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John 
Montgomery,  Ntchplas  R.  Moore,'  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Soger  Nelson,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  Ponnmrlvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthi- 
as Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Root,  Ebeneier  Sage, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Sealer,  Adam  Seybert, 
Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Chas. 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley, .  Robert  Whitehill, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — William  W.  Bibb,  James  Breckenridge, 
WilKam  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Mat- 
thew Clay,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior, 
William  Ely,  James  Emott,  David  S.  Garland,  Tho- 
mas R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven, 
Daniel  Heister,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Ed- 
ward St  Loe  Ltvermore,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Archibald 
McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonathan 
O.  Moseley,  Benjamin  Pickman,  junior  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Daniel 
Bhefiey,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stan- 
ley, James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Jabez  Upham,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Kil- 
lian K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  James 
Wilson. 

Rewlved^  That  the  title  be,  *-An  act  concern- 
ittff  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  Uoi- 
ted  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  depeodeocies,  and  for  other  purposes.^' 


Fbidat,  April  20. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill  con- 
tinuing io  force,  for  a  term  of  twenty  years,  the 
act,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  the  soboeri- 
hers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,*'  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  therein  mentioned :  When^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph,  the  bill  was  order- 
ed to  lie  on  the  table. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  Hooae 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  tSe  bill,  entitled  ''An 
act  to  establish  post  roads,** with  ameDdments;to 
which  they  desire  tbe  concorrence  of  this  House. 

GENERAL  WH-KINSON. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  the  follow- 
ing letter,  which  was  read: 

Wasbikotov,  April  19,  1810. 

Sib  :  After  a  tedious  passage  from  New  Orleans  I 
arrived  at  Baltimore  on  the  i6th  instant,  and  reached 
this  city  the  next  day.  My  absence  has  been  neces- 
sarily protracted  by  the  selection  of  papers,  from  a  mass 
of  twenty  yeari  accumnlation,*for  the  establidiment  of 
facts,  to  reftite  the  mi^tifiirions  and  dtversified  calum- 
nies by  which  I  have  .been  assailed. . 

I  now  present  myself  to  the  Representative  Body  of 
the  nation,  the  guardians  of  the  public  weal  and  the 

Srotectors  of  individual  rights,  to  express  my  earnest 
esire  that  they  may  constitute  some  impartial  tribunal, 
which  may  be  governed  with  strictness  by  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  evidence,  to 
investigate  the  oondnct  of  my  whole  Itfe,  ctvit  and  akili- 
tary,  whereby  justice  may  be  done,  and  my  ooezaM- 
pled  persecution  be  termuiAte^. 

I  aver  my  innocence  of  the  foul  offences  wkidi  ar» 
imputed  to  me,  and  declare  my  ability  to  support  it  b»» 
fore  any  unprejudiced  court.  Through  you,  sir,  I  ap- 
peal to  my  country,  and  I  claim  that  right  which  is  not 
refused  to  the  most  profligate — the  right  of  confrontiDg 
my  accusers.  '  The  Representatives  of  the  people  will 
not,  I  am  persuaded,  suffer  a  fellow-citizen  who  haa 
been  devoted  to  the  public  service  more  than  twenty- 
five  years,  and  has  nothing  left  him  but  conscious  fidel- 
ity and  attachment  to  his  native  country,  to  sue  in  vain, 
for  justice. 

^,The  endoeed  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War  was 
written  anterior  to  the  receipt  of  my  notification  of  re- 
call firom  the  command  on  the  Mississippi,  and  will 
evince  my  readiness  and  my  desire  for  a  full  investiga- 
tion of  my  conduct. 

With  perfect  respect,  I  have '  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSOIC 

Hon.  J,  B.  Vabh vx,  Speaker,  ifc 

CoLUHBiA  S»Hir«,  October  18,  1809l 
,  Sib  :  Having  received  inlbrmation  that  certain  fai- 
pvtations  have  been  alleged  against  me  by  the  lata 
Captain  George  Peter  and  certain  oubaltenis  in  ofike, 
which  are  calculated  to  vSktA  my  eharactsr  asa  miUmj 
officer,  it  is  my  ^earnest  desire  that  a  court  of  inqoiirx 
^ould  be  ordered  to  examine  into  my  condoct  firom  tkie 
commencement  of  my  military  service,  with  injilnetioiia 
to  report  an  opinion.  Or,  should  my  enemies  have  bean 
hardy  enough  to  prefer  formal  charges  against  me, 
whidi  are  deemed  worthy  of  investigation,  that  an  ar- 
rest may  ensue  and  a  general  court  nuirtial  be  ai^wintad 
foroy  trial. 

In  making  this  refoesl  I  am  moved  hf  a  eoaacio^s 
ne«  of  my  hitegrity,  by  a  eacred  regard  to  ray  chaa^o- 
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ter,  and  the  Mlf-coimctk>n  that  I  have  aenred  my  coun- 
tiT  with  seal  and  fidelity,  and  that  I  have  never  deceiv- 
ed it ;  diadaiming  at  the  eame  time  all  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  any  act  or  clause  of  limitation. 

Bnt  as  this  has  been  the  theatre  of  my  icommand, 
generally,  for  eleven  years  past;  as  my  companions 
in  service  and  the  evidence  of  my  conduct  (mnny  of 
whom  haTe  returned  to  the  Valks  of  private  life)  are 
now  in  this  country ;  it  will  be  impossible  for  me  to 
eommand  at  any  distant  point  the  testimony  necessary 
to  rebut  the  fictions  or  ftlsehoods  of  my  enemia,  or  to 
illustrate  my  humble  services  as  a  public  officer:  I 
therefore  hope  the  request  may  not  be  deemed  an  un- 
reasonable one,  that  the  inquiry  or  court  martial  should 
be  held  at  some  military  post  within  this  Territory  ;  the 
more  particularly  as  the  main  body  of  the  army  is  here, 
and  a  suitable  cotirt  can  be  formed  with  more  conve- 
nience to  individuals  who  may  compose  it,  and  with 
the  less  expense  to  the  pubfic 

A  general  officer  to  relieve  me  from  command,  and 
to  preside  at  the  inquiry;  will  be  the  only  person  iie* 
cessaiy  to  be  ordered  out ;  and,  under  the  curcumetances, 
I  flatter  myeelf  no  gentleman  in  commission  will  deem 
this  duty  a  hardship.  With  perfect  respect,  I  am,  dee. 
JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  SacBSTABT  of  Wab. 

NAVAL  JB8TABLISHMENT. 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  committee  to  whom 
was  reterfed  the  resolution  respecting  the  reduc- 
tion of  tiie  Naval  Establishment,  reported  the  fol- 
lowiog  bill;  which  yras  twice  read,  and  referred 
to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole : 
A  biU  to  reduce  the  Naval  Est^lishment  of  the  United 
States. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Houeeof  Repreaent^ 
athes  of  the  Cnited  States  of  America,  in  Vongress 
assembled.  That  the  Naval  EsUblishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  shall  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  reduced  in 
the  manner  following : 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
under  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,' 
to  proceed  to  sell  all  the  gunboats  in  the  service  of  the 
United  Sutes,  wHh  their  Uckle  and  apparel :  Provided, 
That  the  guns  and  other  wariike  equipments  of  said 
gunboats  shall  be  retained  and  preserved- 

It  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  the  said  Secretary, 
under  the  direction  aforesaid,  to  cause  to  be  sold  all  the 
frigates  of  the  United  States,  (three  only  excepted, 
which  the  President  shall  designate,)  with  their  tackle 
and  sppa^l,  guns  and  v^arlike  equipments  excepted, 
which  shall  be  retained  and  preserved. 

It  shall  be  the  further  duty  of  the  said  Secretaiy, 
under  the  direction  aforesaid,  to  cause  to  be  sold  all  the 
other  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  (three  only 
excepted,  which  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall 
designate) '  vrith  their  tackle  and  apparel,  gims,  and 
warlike  equipments  excepted,  which  shall  be  retained 
and  preserved. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  officers 
and  seamen  now  in  the  service  of  the  United  States 
ihall  be  and  they  hereby  are  dischaiged  from  the  said 
service,  such  number  only  excepted  as  may  be  sufficient 
to  officer  and  man  the  ships  of  war  retained  in  the  pUb- 
Ke  service,  in  virtue  of  the  preceding  section :  Promded, 
That  to  each  officer  and  seaman  who  shall  be  dis- 
cbarged  by  virtue  of  ttis  act,  there  shall  be  aUowed  and 
paid,  in  ad4ition  to  the  stun  to  whidi  they  wiU  be  en- 
tiOed  at  the  time  ot  such  discharge,  r— —  months  pay 


Sao.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 

after  the day  of next,  the  several  navy  yarda 

of  the  United  States  (those  of  Boston,  New  York,  andt 
Norfolk,  only  excepted)  shall  be  disused,  and  all  the 
expenses  incident  to  the  same  shall  cease  and  deter- 
mine :  Provided,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  be 
and  he  hereby  is  authorized  to  employ  some  discreet 
person,  in  each  navy  yard  so  disused  and  discontinued,, 
at  a  rate  of  compensation  not  exceeding  one  dollar  per 
day)  to  take  care  of  the  buildings,  enclosures,  and  pub- 
lic property,  on  the  same. 

S^c.  4.  And  it  Jurther  enacted.  That,  fitun  and  after 
the  passage  of  this  act,  the  Murine  Corps  shall  consist  of 

two  companies  only  of men,  one  captain  and  three  - 

subalterns  each :  Provided,  That  to  each  officer  and- 
marine,  who  shall  be  discharged  by  virtue  of  this  ael^ 
there  shall  be  allowed  and  paid,  in  addition  to  the  sum 
to  which  they  will  be  entitled  at  the  time  of  their  dis- 
charge,   months  pay. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATEa 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  continue  the  charter  of  the  Bairk  of  the 
United  States  for  a  term  of  years  on  the,  condi^ 
tions  tberein  prescribed. 

Mr.  SwooPE  moved  to  strike  oQt  the  proviso 
containing  the  eondilions  on  which  the  eharter 
should  be  renewed,  and  to  insert  in  lifu  thereof 
the  following : 

Promded,  That  on  the  4th  day  of  March,  1811,  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  of  the  United 
Statep  shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  add 
to  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank  twelve  thousand  five 
hundred  shares,  and  for  which  the  United  States  shall 
become  the  subscriber  and  owner:  Provided,  atso. 
That  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  said  bank  shall 
receive  in  payment  therefor  the  sum  of  five  millions  of 
dollars  in  stock  of  the  United  States,  bearing  an  interest 
of  three  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  quarter  yearly,, 
and  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Government,, 
which  stock  as  aforesaid  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasury 
is  hereby  authorized  to  issue  and  pay  over  to  the  said- 
President  and  DirectoBS  on  receiving  from  them  a  trans- 
fer in  behalf  of  the  United  States  of  the  12,600  sharea 
as  aforesaid :  Provided,  also.  That  the  United  States 
shall  be  authorized  at  any  time  after  the  4th  day  of 
March,  1811,  to  increase  the  capital  stock  of  said  bank 
in  such  manner  as  may  hereafter  be  proscribed  by  law, 
and  for  which  the  United  States  shall  become  a  sub- 
scriber and  owner  to  an  amount  not  exceeding  twelve 
thousand  five  hundred  shares:  Provided,  nevertheless^ 
That  such  addition  to  the  capital  stock  shall  not  be 
made  at  the  time  aforesaid,  unless  the  average  dividends 
for  the  three  years  preceding  that  period  shall  have 
'  amounted  to  8  per  cent,  on  the  capital  siock  of  the 
bank ;  and  after  tl»  said  4th  day  of  March,  1811,  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  be  a  director  of  said 
bank  ex  officio. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Taylor, 
FtNDLBY.  Pitkin,  Mumford,  Stanley,  Q,oincy, 
Key,  ana  Tallmadge,  and  supported  by  Messrs. 
SwooPE  and  Lovs.  v 

Before  a  question  was  taken  on  thenuotion,  the 
House  adjourned. 

SatoroaY,  April  21. 
The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act 
supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  for  the 
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relief  of  persons  imprisoDed  for  debt,''  w«s  rend 
twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  Wednesday  next. 

The  House  proeeeded  to  consider  the  rote  of 
adherence  of  the  Senate  to  their  amendments  to 
the  bill,  entitled  *^An  act  to  examine  into  the 
title  to  the  batture  in  front' of  the  suburb  St. 
Mary :"  When  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poin- 
DEXTER,  ordered  that  the  further  consideration  of 
the  said  bill  and  amendments  be  postponed  indef- 
initely—46  to  22. 

BANK  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 
The  HoUse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  to  wit:  The 
question  on  an  amendment  proposed  by  Mr. 
SwooPB  to  the  bill  continuing  in  force^  for  a 
term  of  twenty  years,  the  act,  entitled  *^An  act 
to  incorporate  the  subscribers  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,"  dtc. 

A  division  of  the  question  on  the  said  amend- 
ment was  called  for :  When  a  motion  was  made 
by  Mr.  Love  that  the  said  bill  be  postponed  in- 
definitely. And,  the  question  hein^  taken  there* 
on,  it  was  determined  in  tli«  negative — yeas  46^ 
nays  67,  as  follows : 

TiAS — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Adam  Bovd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Borweft,  William  Batter,  Joseph  Oalhoan, 
Matthew  Clay,  John  Ch>pton,  Howell  Gobb,  Orchard 
Gook,  Jsmes  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Thomas  Oholson,  Jama  Holland, 
Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
John  Love,  Nathaniel  Kacon,  Samuel  McKee,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Porter,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Roane,  Ebenexer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  George  Smith, 
Samuel  Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
George  M.  Troup,  Archibald  Tan  Horn,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Robert  Whitehill,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  jun.,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Daniel 
Biaiadell,  James  Breckenridge,  John  Campbell,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  *  James 
Cochran,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  John  Da- 
venport, junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William 
Findley,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8. 
Garland,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Dan- 
iel Heister,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Her- 
man Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Matthew 
Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Ymcent  Matthews, 
Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William 
Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford, 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson, 
Beniamin  Pickman,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  Matthias  Richards, 
Erastus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons, 
Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefley,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  J^hn  Smith,  John  Stanley,  James  Stephenson, 
Jacob  SWoo|^,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamhi  Tallmadge, 
John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Trac^^,  Charles  Tur- 
ner, jun.,  Jabex  Upham,  KiUUn  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Laban  Wbeaton,  and  James  Wilson. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  first  mem- 
ber of  the  motion  of  Mr.  Swoops,  to  wit:  to 
strike  oot  in  the  ninth  line,  first  section,  from  the 


word  "  next'*  to  the  word  **  share"  in  the  sixty- 
second  line ;  and  determined  in  the  negative. 

The  second  member  of  the  said  motion  failed 
of  course. 

Mr.  Love  moved  to  amend  the  said  bill  by 
striking  out  the  following  words,  contained  in  the 
first  section  thereof:     » 

«*  That  the  act,  entitled  <An  act  to  incorporate  tht 
subscribers  to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,'  passed 
the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Febraary,  in  the  year  of  ooi 
Lord  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-one,  sobject  to  the 
provisions  and  conditions  in  this  act  to  be  made^  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby,  continoed  in  force,  for  and 
during  the  further  term  of  twenty  years,  fn>m  and 
after  the  fourth  day  of  Maivh  next :  Promded,  That 
the  President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  of  tht 
United  States  shalU  on  or  before  the  thirty-fiist  dn^  id 
December  next,  pay  into  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
Stales  one  million  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
IsM  as  the  price  and  equivalent  for  Uie  renewal  and 
continuance  of  their  eharter  as  aforesaid ;  and  the  bet- 
ter to  enable  the  said  President  and  Directort  of  the 
said  Bank  to  pay  the  said  sum  of  money,  the  said 
President  and  Du-ectors  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authori^  to  add 
to  the  capital  stock  of  said  Bank  two  thousand  live 
hundred  shares,  and  to  sell  and  dispose  of  the  same  at 
such  time  and  in  such  manner,  and  at  such  price  as 
they  may  think  proper,  and  for  the  most  advantage  for 
the  interest  of  their  said  company :  Providtd,'  aiko^ 
That  the  said  President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank 
shall,  at  all  times,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act,  and  during  the  continuance  of  the  same,  be  boond 
and  obliged  to  make  a  lopi  or  loans  to  the  United  Statee, 
if  required  and  authorized  by  law,  of  any  sum  or  sums 
of  monepr  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  at  any  one  tine 
five  millions  of  doUars»  and  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  ss^ 
oeeding  six  per  oentum  per  year:  Provided,  That  it 
shall  be  the  duty  i>f  the  Secretary  of  the  Ti«asaiy  of 
the  United  States  to  make  his  application,  in  writings 
to  the  President  and  Directors  of  said  Bank,  for  s«ch 
loan  or  loans,  at  least  three  calendar  months  pfevkws 
to  the  tame  wheasuch  loan  or  loans  shall  be  required; 
and  that  the  said  President  and  Directors  of  the  sud 
Bank  shall  not  be  required  to  make  a  loan  of  asore 
than  two  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dollan  during 
the  present  year,  nor  more-  than  the  last-men tioned 
sum  during  any  other  year :  Propided,  aim.  That  the 
President  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank  riiall,  torn 
and  after  the  fourth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eleven,  pay  to  the  United  States  an  interest  at  the 
rate  of  three  per  oentum  per  year  on  all  sums  of  money 
above  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars,  which  shall 
accumulate  to  the  credit  of  the  Treasurer  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  said  Bank  or  in  any  of  the  branches 
of  said  Bank,  and  which  shall  rsmain  there  for  one 
whole  year:  Prmndid,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  StaCsa, 
from  time  to  time,  to  give  notice  in  writing  to  the  Pns- 
ident  and  Directors  of  the  said  Bank,  at  least  sixty  di^ 
befors  the  term  or  timeat  which  said  interest  to  be  paid 
as  aforesaid  shsll  be  considered  tu  commence  and  begin 
to  accme:  which  notice  in  writing  shaU  sfMcify  the 
preeise  amount  of  the  depesite  so  to  remain  tiat  oao 
whole  year  as  aforesaid:  Provided,  aiso.  That  the 
United  States  shaU  be  authorised,  at  any  time  duriag 
the  centianaiioe  of  thisact,  toincsease  the  capital  stock 
.of  said  Bank  in  such  manner  as  may  hereafoer  be  pi«- 
sorihed  by  law«  and  for  which  the  United  States  skaU 
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\  the  sabflcriber  and  owner,  to  an  amount  not 
ezeeecMng  in  the  whole  -— —  ihafea,  and  not  exceeding 
in  any  one  year  —  shares:  Provided,  That  the 
sharea  thoa  to  be  added  and  subscribed  ibr  on  behalf  of 
the  United  States,  shall  not  be  sold  by  the  United 
Statea  at  a  indee  less  than  ^ —  for  each  share :  And 
vromdedf  aha.  That  nothing  In  this  act  contained,  nor 
in  the  aet  intended  to  be  continued  in  force  by  this  act, 
ahall  be  construed  to  restrict  or  prevent  the  United 
States  from  incorporating  any  bank  or  banks  in  the 
District  of  Columbia :  Provided,  That  any  bank  to 
be  incorporated  by  the  United  States,  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  shall  be  restricted  from  extending  any  branch 
thereof  beyon^  and  without  the  limits  of  the  said  Ter- 
ritory:" 

For  the  purpose  of  inserting  the  following: 
**  In  case  no  law  shall  be  enacted  by  Congress  before 
ihm  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eleven,  authorizing  the  further  continuation  of  the 
charter  of  the  company  of  the  United  States'  Bank, 
Uie  said  company  shall  notwithstanaing  be  authorized, 
and  they  hereby  are  authorized,  to  continue,  for  the 
space  of  two  years  from  that  date,  their  loans  which 
shall  on  that  day  be  in  existence,  by  renewing  the 
same,  or  otherwise,  in  the  manner  now  practised 
in  the  said  Bank,  and  the  branches  thereof,  to  sue  and 
be  sued,  and  do  all  other  matters  and  things  whieh  the 
said  tympany  is  now  ablo  to  do :  Provided,  Thai  the 
said  company  shall  not  Isene  or  alter  any  bank  note 
ngned  by  the  PreaideDt  of  the  said  Bank,  of  in  any 
o&er  manner  create  or  alter,  after  the  said  £^nrth  day  of 
March,  any  note  or  other  cwreney  under  the  authority 
of  tfa«  aaid  Company  or  Directors  or  any  of  them  ^  and 
that,  after  that  Ate,  the  not^s  whieh  may  be  in  circU' 
latioB  shall  not  be  receivable  in  payments  due  to  the 
United  States,  nnless  made  so  by  a  law  hereafter  en- 


A  dirisioD  of  the  question  on  the  said  amend- 
ment was  called  for ;  and,  on  the  qoestion  to  strike 
out,  it  was  determined  in  the  negetiVe:— yeas  34, 
nays  73,  as  folluwe : 

Ybas— WilHaai  Anderson,  David  Ba^d,  Bnrwell 
Baeftett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown* 
Willini  A.  Bnrweil,  Joseph  Calhonn,  John  Cloplon, 
Howell  Gobb^  Orchard  Cook,  WilUam  Crawford,  Jo- 
seph Deaha,  David  8.  GarUnd,  Thomas  Oholson,  Pe- 
terson Goodwyn,  James  Holland,  John  Love,  Alexan* 
der  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  John.  Porter,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Rpane,  Ebenezer  Seaver, 
Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
George  M.  TroupjArchibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  ,White- 
hill,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nira — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  WH- 
liam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridg^e, 
John  Campbell,Wm.  Chamberlin,E.  Champion,  Jamee 
Ckxshran,  James  Cox,  Richard  Cutts,  Samuel  W. 
Dana,  John  Davenport,  jnn^  Wm.  Ely,  James  Bmott, 
William  Findley,  Jonathan  Piak,  Meshaok  Franklin, 
Banillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Qardnev,  Thomas  R.  Gold, 
William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  BeBJamin  How- 
ard, Jacob  Httfty,  Richard  Jaekson,  junior,  Robert 
Jenkine,  Walter  Jones,  WilUam  Kennedy,  PhiUp  Bi. 
Key,  Herman  Knickert>aeker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior, 
mittlMW  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Ardiibald  MoBrvde,  Samuel  McKee,  Plea- 
eaat  M*  Miller,  WilUam  Milnor,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jeaalhan   O.  Moseley,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  John 


Nioholaea,  Josei^  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  iun., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  Eras* 
tus  Root,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  John  Stanley, 
James  Stephenson,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  TaUmadge,  John  Taylor,  Uri  Tracy,  Charles 
Turner  Jr.,  Jabez  Upham,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
Laban  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilson.      ' 

The  second  member  of  the  said  motion  failed 
of  course. 

Mr.  Troup  said  gentlemen  might  pass  the  bill, 
but  for  the  CoDstilutional  question.  If  thev  did 
pass  it,  he  hoped  they  would  not  permit  them- 
selves to  become  the  retailing  hucksters  of  the 
community  for  the  sale  of  bank  charters.  In  the 
name  of  common  honesty,  said  he,  I  beseech  vou, 
what  pbwer  have  you  to  sell  a  charter?  Tnere 
is  power  in  the  Constitution  to  sell  the  public 
property  ;  but  there  is  certainly  no  power  to  sell 
privileges  of  any  kind.  I  therefore  move  you  to 
strike  out  the  bribe,  ihe  douceur,  the.  bonus,  as 
geDtleroen  call  it,  of  $1;250,000. 

Mc  Taylor  said,  th^t  with  respect  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  Government's  receiving  a  bonus  for 
this  moi^opoly,  (for  he  said  it  unquestionably  was 
a  monopoly,^  those  who  were  disposed  to  continue 
this  charter  justified  their  conclusion  from  the  in- 
strument under  which  they  acted— under  that 
clause  which  says  that  Congress  shall  have  powet 
to  pass  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  into 
effect  the  powers  granted.  Ir  (said  Mr.  T.)  one 
banking  institution  be  necessary  and  proper,  and 
answers  the  purpose  of  aiding  us  in  the  temporary 
loans  it  may  be  round  advantageous  to  indulge  in. 
and  we  act  under  these  terms,  when  we  have  ful- 
filled those  terms  and  created  an  institution  com- 
ing up  to  the  definition  of  necessary  aod  proper, 
the  power  then  ceases.  This  being  a  monopoli- 
zing institution,  being  so  although  a  handmaid  to 
'the  Government,  it  was  deemed  fair,  according 
to  the  principles  of  national  justice,  that  they 
should  pay  to  the  communit^r  and  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  an  equivalent  for  that  ad- 
vantage, and  this  decision  of  the  committee  wals 
justified  not  only  by  the  example  of  other  Gov- 
ernments (for  gentlemen  have  quoted  instances 
in  which  the  Bank  of  England  has  given  a  bonus 
for  the  extension  of  its  charter)  but  by  the  prac- 
tice of  the  different  States,  for  it  has  been  uni- 
formly the  practice  of  some  States  to  receive  a 
bonus  from  inese  monopolizing  institutions.  Un- 
questionably, if  benefit  conferred  requires  a  return 
in  value,  it  is  right  and  proper  thai  the  Govern- 
ment should  exact  from  that  monopolizing  insti- 
tution a  bonus.  But,  sir,  this  course  is  not  only 
justified  by  the  practice  of  the  Stale  governments, 
but  by  the  practice  of  the  Republican  Administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  Govermnent  of  the 
United  States  possessed  a  number  of  shares  in 
the  Bank  of  the  XJaited  States,  each  representing, 
as  each  of  these  does,  four  hundred  dollars;  yet 
that  Administration  transferred  this  paper  at  an 
advanced  price.  If  the  principle  of  disposing  of 
these  shares  be  correct,  it  will  equally  apply  to 
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all  the  shares  in  the  iostitatioik.  What  right  had 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  person  acting 
for  him,  to  demand  45  per  cent,  ahove  the  real 
specie  capital  for  the  bank  stock?  In  transfer- 
ring the  stock,  did  not  the  Government  on  that 
occasion  receive  a  bonus?  Unquestionably  they 
did.  If  they  receive  a  bonus  as  to  some  shares, 
can  they  not  with  eoual  honesty  receive  it  as  to 
the'  whole  number  of  shares? 

But  it  does  not  require  refinement  to  justify 
the  course  which  it  is  proposed  to  pursue.  The 
thing  is  worth  something.  You  are  offered  soiloe- 
thing  for  it.  There  is  uo  oppression  in  it.  If 
you  could  at  once  put  in  requisition  so  much 
money  of  the  stockholders^and  put  it  in  the  pock- 
ets of  the  United  States,  it  would  be  oppression. 
But  here  is  a  fair  choice  offered  to  them,  whether 
they  will  take  the  charter,  giving  a  bonus  for  it, 
or  reject  it.  It  is  perfectly  a  matter  of  choice ; 
and  from  the  arguments  of  some  gentlemen  op- 
posed to  the  bill,  so  far  from  being  unwilling  to 
give  so  much,  it  would  seem  that  the  stockhold- 
ers ought  to  give  much  mdre  for  the  renewal  of 
the  charter.  I  am  desirous  to  receive  a  quid  pre 
quo.  The  arguments  about  foreign  stockholders 
nave  bad  so  ipuch  effect  on  me,  that  I  would  not 
continue  this  instituti^b,  unless  Qovernment  re* 
ceived  a  benefit  from  it.  It  is  unquestionably 
true,  that  the  habits,  manners,  and  decisions  of 
nations  have  established  a  common  course  of  pro- 
ceeding on  (his  subject,  and  we  must  act  accord- 
ing to  custom.  We  now  value  a  dollar  at  so 
much,  and  a  piece  of  iron  at  so  much.  The  cus- 
tom of  nations  has  given  us  a  sort  of  common 
law  control  over  these  institutions,  and  we  must 
act  with  them  as  other  nations  do.  I  do  not  not 
consider  h  a  "bribe"  that  I  or  the  Qovernment 
are  about  to  receive.  On  the  contrary,  I  think  it 
a  fair  bargain.  There  seems  to  be  no  disposition 
to  abate  a  farthing,  but  to  have  the  value  and 
nothing  less.  I  do  not  wish  to  have  more.  The 
provisions  of  this  bill,  with  some  amendments, 
will  give  the  transaction  a  character  of  perfect 
fairness. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  that  on  this  question  he  differed 
materially  from  his  friend  on  his  left.-  The  word 
^^  bribe"  was  not  applicable  to  the  bargain  now 
about  to  be  made.  I  tak^  it  for  granted  (said  he) 
there  is  but  one  ground  on  which  the  Le|rislature 
is  justified  in  granting  a  monopoly;  and  that  is, 
that  it  is  necessary  in  the  operations  of  the 
Government.  If  that  be  the  case,  we  certainly 
have  a  riffht  in  granting  that  monopoly,  to  make 
the  best  bargain  for  our  own  interest  which  we 
can,  always  remembering  that  we  consider  the 
thing  necessary  and  proper  in  itself.  As  that  is 
my  opinion,  I  think  it  a  fair  transaction,  in  ma- 
king the  bargain  with  the  company,  to  obtain  as 
great  advantage  to  the  Government  as  the  Justice 
of  the  case  will  admit  \  and  this  is  a  thing  we 
have  done  before.  It  will  be  recollected  when 
the  Slate  of  Ohio,  then  a  Territory,  was  made  a 
State,  we  found  it  very  inconvenient  to  the  Gov- 
ernment that  they  should  possess  the  power  of 
Uxing  o\ir  lands.  We  made  a  proposition  to 
hem  that  if  they  would  not  tax  our  lands  for  a  | 


certain  number  of  years,  we  would  do  certain 
other  things.    The  bargain  took  place.    We  hare 
derived  an  advantage  from  it,  at  the  same  time 
that  we  paid  them  a  price  for  it.    The  coaae* 
queace  fairly  follows  that  we  ought  to  grant  this 
necessary  charter  on  such  terms  as  are  just,  both 
with  respect  to  the  country  and  the  Government, 
and  derive  as  much  advantage  as  we  can  from  it. 
Mr.  Troup  said  he  forbore  at  present  going 
into,  the  question  of  constitutionality.    He  had 
no  idea  that  he  could,  with  any  efficacy  whatever, 
stand  up  on  this  floor,  with  such  a  weapon  as  an 
argument,  to  contend  with  a  moneyed  institution 
of  ten  millions.    If  I  am  not  disposed  to  go  into 
the  general  question  of  constitutionality,  said  he,  I 
am  as  certainly  indisposed  to  derive  \tki%  power 
from  the  power  to  pass  all  laws  neeessary  and 
proper.    I  am  the  more  reluctant  to  do  so,  be- 
cause it  is  a  danserous  power,  and  ought  not  to  be 
derived  by  implication.    I  say  that  the  power  U 
daneerous,  for  if  it  be  conceded  that  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  hav^  a  right  to  erect  a  mo- 
neyed institution  with  a  capital  of  ten  or  twenty 
millions,  it  is  competent  to  erect  one  with  a  cap- 
ital of  a  hundred  millions.    It  may  be  compe- 
tent therefore  iq  the  United  Slates  to  raise  a  cor- 
poration more  powerful  than  ilself^a  moneyed 
institution  which  may  absorb  all  the  powers  of 
the  State.    And  this  principle  as  a  precedent  will 
be  more  dangerous  in  this  case,  because  the  temp- 
tation is  so  much  greaur  in  proportion  to  me 
amount  of  capital.    1  do  contend  that  if  the  Con- 
stitution did  ihtend  to  grant  the  power  of  char- 
tering moneyed  institutions,  it  did  not  intend  to 
grant  it  for  the  purposes  of  speculation,  and  of 
speculation  merely.    Sell   privileges!    Sell  for 
$1,250,000  the  exclusive  privilege  of  taking  uc»o- 
rious  interest  on  money  I    I  thought,  sir,' that  the 
power  of  selling  privileges  and  iodulgencies  was 
exclusively  the  right  and   power  of  the  Pope. 
I  ask  gentlemen  on  what  authority  they  act? 
On  none  of  morality  certainly — but  on  what  an- 
thority  1    On  that  of  the  corrupt  Government  of 
England.  ^  Servile  imitators  of  Ifingland,  we  oausc 
have  a  national  bank !    And  why  not  an  Bast 
India  Company?    We  could  sell  a  charter  to- 
morrow for  millions.    We  could  sell  chartered 
privileges  for  almost  as  much  as  we  should  choose 
to  ask.    If  we  become  the  retailers  of  privil^es, 
we  shall  go  on  to  seU  them  till  we  overdo  the 
business;  and  when  this.great  national  source  of 
revenue,  after  becoming  our  chief  and  only  re- 
source, had  failed,  to  what  resources  for  revenue 
should  we  be  driven  ?    Is  it  not  a  very  rational  in- 
ference, that  it  will  be  to  the  sale  of  ail  privileges 
we  can  derive  from  ihe  Constitution  a  power  to 
dispose  of?    If,  sir,  on  any  occasion  you  would 
»et  ftp  in  the  marlUt  privileges  for  sale  to  the 
highest  bidder,  even  do  so  with  respect  la  priri- 
leges  of  every  deseripiioo.    You  would  no  more 
hesitate  to  aet  up  for  sale  privileges  of  nobilitf 
than  this  privilege-— but  (I  thank  my  God!)  the 
Constitution  has  prohibited  you.    But  for  that,  we 
should  sell  them  now  as  we  do  bank  privileges ; 
we  should  go  on  to  make  it  our  chief  Iresouree,  oil 
by  the  cheapness  of  the  title  we  should  destirey 
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the  Talue  of  the  trade.  |f  we  can  draw  money 
into  the  Treasdry  by  bargain  and  sale  of  privi- 
lege*, let  it  be  understood  that  we  will  continue 
to  foster  it  at  our  chief  national  resource.  Hay- 
ing done  with  internal  and  direct  taxes  of  all  de- 
soriptions,  because  we  considered  them  oppressive, 
this  sale  of  privileges  wilhbe  made  the  chief  na- 
tional resource. 

I  will  add  but  one  thing.  The  moment  you 
accept  this,  ^1,250,000,  you  are  bribed  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  British  Parliament  have  suffered 
themselves  to  be  cforrupted.  Like  them  we  not 
only  shamefullv  partake  of  the  crime,  but  on  our 
statute  book  acknowledge  the  fact. 

Mr.  Kbt  said  that  to  him  it  clearly  appeared 
within  the  power  and  limit  of  t6e  Constitution 
to  establish  a  bank/if  necessary,  for  the  collection 
of  the  revenue.  Whether  necessary  or  not,  (said 
he,)  is  a  question  on  which  gentlemen  must  make 
up  their  minds;  it  would  be  only  an  unnecessary 
waste  of  time  to  arsue  it  at  length.  My  ideas 
on  this  subject,  which  I  have  never  before  deliv- 
ered to  the  House,  are  plain  and  simple.  I  know 
not  how  far  they  may  appear  so  to  others ;  but  I 
will  explain  them  as  they  occur  to  me» 

We  need  not  look  to  the  Constitution  always 
for  precise  terms  to  justify  an  exercise  of  power, 
because  it  is  but  an  epumeration  of  first  princi- 
ples. All  we  have  to  do  is  to  examine  whether, 
m  what  we  do,  we  fall  within  the  i^ain  meaning 
of  the  Constitution.  In  the  enumeration  of  spe- 
•tfic  powers  given  to  Congress  by  this  instrument, 
the  first  is  to  lay  and  collect  taxes.  Here  is  a 
clear  unequivocal  grant  of  power  to  lay  taxes, 
imposts,  and  excises.  In  construing  the  general 
power,  afterwards  given,  to  make  all  lavi^s  neces- 
sary and  proper,  dbc.,  the  sound  construction  is  to 
refer  to  the  powers  previously  given;  one  of 
which  is,  as  I  have  stated,  to  lay  and  collect  taxes. 
The  mode  by  which  th^y  are  collected  is.  not  de- 
signated in  the  instrument.  We  have  authority 
given  Us  to  make  all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  these  powers  into  efiect.  The  power  of  lay- 
ing and  collecting  taxes  is  specifically  given ;  but 
the  mode  is  not  stated.  To  collect  is  not  merely 
the  individual  receipt,  but  the  substantial  collec- 
tion into  the  Treasury.  It  does  no(  simply  give 
power  to  the  collector  of  any  port  to  re<;eive  the 
revenue,  but  a  ^ower  to  collate  the  revenue  into 
a  general  deposite  or  focus.  Is  then  a  bank  insti- 
tution necessary  in  the  judgment  of  gentlemen  to 
draw  together  with  greater  facility  and  less  cost 
these  taxes?  If  there  are  those  who  think  so,  we 
can  be  at  ho  loss  to  find  express  authority  for  it. 
We  have  a  risht  to  lay  the  taxes— the  manner  of 
levying  or  collecting  them  is  not  prescribed ;  and 
when  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  difierent  collec- 
tors, how  they  are  come  into  the  com^mon  ex- 
chequer is  nowhere  described.  Is  the  instrumen- 
tality of  a  bank  necessary  for  the  more  speedy 
and  less  expensive  collection  of  the  revenue  ?  If 
it  be,  all  who  think  so  are  in  my  opinion  const!' 
tvtionally  justified  in  voting  for  a  bank. 


sideration  before  it  received  thesignature  of  Wash- 
ington. It  has  been  considered  Constitutional  by 
all  the  States — for  I  believe  I  may  say  that  the 
States  without  exception  have  given  legitimacy 
to  the  paper  issued  by  the  institution.  If  it  was 
originally  unconstitutional,  and  the  paper  was 
not  capable  of  goini?  abroad,  every  man  punished 
for  counterfeiting  United  States'  bank  notes,  has 
suffered  unjustly  ;  because,  in  that  case,  Concfress, 
having  no  right  to  create  the  charter  of  a  bank, 
had  no  right  to  punish  the  forgerv  of  its  paper. 

I  say  nothing  of  the  stability  ot  this  institution 
and  ot  its  utility  in  collecting  the  revenue — if, 
after  the  lapse  of  twenty  years,  various  acts  have 
been  done  proceeding  on  the  constitutionality  of 
the  law  establishing  the  bank,  I  consider  the  sub- 
ject one,  which  has  been  so  acted  on,  that  what- 
ever obstacles  are  opposed  qo  the  ground  of  con-r 
stitutionality  should  now  be  done  away.  But, 
laying  this  consideration  aside,  all  those  who  be- 
lieve that  a  bank  is  a  speedy,  safe,  and  economi- 
cal mode  of  collecting  money  into  the  Treasury, 
must  find  authority  for  it  in  the  Constitution.  To 
have  given  the  power  to  collect  taxes,  and  not 
the  best  means  of  getting  them  into  the  Treasury 
in  the  most  correct  manner,  would  indeed  have 
been  an. extraordinary  filature  in  the  Constitution 
—it  would  have  been  giving  the  end  without  the 
means  to  attain  it.  h  would  be  giving  a  forced 
construction  to  the  Constitution  to  say  that  it  had 
done  so. 

I  know  that  gentlemen  think  the  collection 
of  the  revenue  would  be  as  well  accomplished 
through  the  State  4>anks.  Those  who  think  so 
justifjr  their  opinion  only  on  reasons  which  to 
my  mind  show  the  constitutionality  of  the  United 
States  Bank,  and  prove  that  we  have  authority  to 
use  that  instrument  if  we  think  proper  and  deem 
it  the  most  eligible.  We  are  the  grantors  of 
powef.  By  whom  is  it  executed  ?  Throoffh  the 
instrumentality  of  individuals  and  their  funds.  In 
using  the  instrument,  we  do  create  a  benefit  to 
the  individuals,  who,  together  vrith  their  friends, 
must  be  employed.  For  this  benefit  I  can  see 
nothing  improper  in  receiving  adequate  compen- 
sation. And  if  it  be  a  grant  of  a  benefit,  why 
n6t  grant  it  to  those  who  will  give  an  equivalent 
forH. 

Sir,  the  Constitution  grants  to  Congress  the 
power  to  secure  to  inventors  of  useful  arts  the  ex*, 
elusive  right  to  their  discoveries.  We  must  not 
be  misled  by  language  or  words.  We  sell  priv- 
ileges every  day.  Does  not  our  Treasury  receive 
benefiu  irom  the  sale  of  these  patents  ?  And  yet, 
according  to  the  ideas  of  the  gentleman  from 
Georgia,  we  thus  become  the  hucksters  of  privi- 
leges. But,  lest  the  gentleman  should  not  think 
that  this  ease  applies  very  strongly,  I  will  call  to 
mind  a  remarxabie  case — I  know  not  how  the 
gentleman  voted  on  the  law.  We  have  incorpo- 
rated a  number  of  gentlemen  to  build  a  bridge 
across  the  Potomac,  reserving  as  a  bonus  for  this 
privilege  the  free  passage  of  all  armies,  military 


In  all  this,  I  say  nothing  of  the  opinion  of  I  mui)itions,^.,of  theUnited  Stiltes;  which  was 
learned  men  on  the  subjeet.  The  act  for  estab- 1  exactly  the  same  thing  as  receiving  so  much 
liahtBg  a  hank  was  suspended  some  time  for  con-  |  money.    The  Government  is  a  body  politic ;  its 
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operatioas  must  be  carried  on  by  indiriduals ;  and 
when  indiTiduals,  incorporated  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  revenue,  who  use  their  hands  and  eyes 
in  the  business,  receive  too  much  emolument,  I  see 
Bothine  improper  in  requiring  from  them  an 
equivafent  in  lieu  of  iu  I  hope  therefore  this 
pert  of  the  bill  will  not  be  struck  out. 

Mr.  Troup  observed  that  the  gentleman  had 
said  that  the  power  to  incorporate  a  bank  was 
derived  from  t|ie  power  to  lay  and  collect  revenue ; 
and  that  the  power  ought  to  be  exercised,  because 
banks  give  a  facility  to  the  collection  or  the  rev- 
enue. If  the  power  be  exercised,  it  must  be  ne- 
cesssary  and  proper.  If  it  be  necessary  to  the 
collection  of  the  revenue,  the  revenue  cannot  be 
collected  without  it«  The  gentleman  from  Mary- 
land might  say  a  bank  institution  was  useful 
He  might  say  it  would  give  facility  to  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue ;  btit  facility  and  necessitv  are 
wholly  different,  and  the  Constitution  says  that  a 
power,  to  be  incidental,  tnust  be  necessary  and 
proper.  If  facility  be  a  ground  of  action,  we  afe 
,  greatly  wide  of  the  true  policy.  We  ought  to 
adopt  that  measure  which  shall  give  the  greatest 
facility.  The  ingenious  gentleman  himself  could 
sit  down  and  in  fifteen  minutes  devise  half  a 
dozen  modes  which  would  gite  infinitely  more 
facility  than  a  bank  to  the  collection  of  the  reve- 
nue. He  might  farm  out  the  revenue ;  establish 
fkrming  districts;  put  a  farmer  general  at  the 
bead  of  them  with  a  corps  of  Janissaries.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  would  have  nothing  to 
do  but  draw  on  him  for  a  sum  of  money,  and  re- 
quire it,  or  his  head.  This,  sir,  is  a  plan  which 
would  give  the  greatest  possible  facility.  You 
could  command  money  of  the  farmer  general,  or 

Iou  could  require  his  head.  Himself  and  bis 
antssaries  could  always  send  the  moaey ;  or,  if 
be  did  not,  the  people  and  the  Janissaries  could 
send  hi^  head. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  striking  out 
the  sum  payable  for  the  charter,  and  lost— yeas 
35.  nays  75,  as  follows : 

TxAS — Wlllitm  Andenon,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown, 
William  A.  Barwell,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
Howell  Oqhhf  William  Crawford,  Joseph  Desha,  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwjn, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  John  Love,  Samuel 
McKee,  Alexaiider  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Nicho- 
las R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Thomas  Newton, 
John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvank,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Ebeneaer  Seaver,  Adam  8ey- 
bert,  George  M.  Troup,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert 
Whkehill,  Richard  Winn,  and  Rabert  WitfaefspooB. 

Nats-- Willis  Alston,  Jan.,  Exekiel  Bacon,  William 
W.  Bibb^  Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  John 
Campbell,  William  ChamberHn,  Xpaphroditus  Cham- 
pioB,  Jaraee  Coohian,  James  Cox,  8amuel  W.  Daaa, 
Jahn  Davenport,  junior,  WilUaai  Ely,  James  Ematt, 
William  Findley,  Jonathan  Fisk,  Barsillai  Gannett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  R.  GeH 
WiUiaa  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Daniel  Heiater, 
Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jenkinsi 
Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Her- 
man Knickerbacker,  Josepb  Lewis,  jr.,  Matthew  Lyon, 


Aaron  Lyie,  Natiianiel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Yia- 
cent  Matthew*,  Arebibald  McBryde,  Pleasaat  M.  Mil- 
ler, WiUiam  Milnor,  Thomas  Moore,  Jonalbsa  0. 
Moseley,  Guidon  8.  Momford,  John  Kkholsen,  Joiepli 
Peaiaoii,  Be^|amin  Pickman,  jr.,  'Hmothy  PitkiD,jr., 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiab  Quiney,  John  Randolph,  Mtt> 
Unas  Rkhards,  Ecastus  Root,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thomii 
Sammons,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dsaaif 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  SmiUi,  Heai; 
Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stan]^,  Jamti  Ste- 
phenson, Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Beniimia 
Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Uri  Trtcj, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Jabez  Upham,  Archibald  Tan 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and 
JamesWilson. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Taylor,  to  ioiert 
the  word  "five,"  between  the  words  "twenty" 
and  "years,"  la  the  eighth  line  of  the  first  sectioa 
of  the  bill. 

Whilst  this  motion  was  under  debate,  a  motioa 
was  made  to  adjourn,  and. carried. 

KoiiDAy,  April  33. 

Mr.  Smilie  presented  to  the  House  eertaio  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  dis- 
approving of  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
Massaehusetts,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  or  the  United  States.  limitiD^ the 
duration  of  any  act  laying  an  emoargo  within 
the  United  States;  which  were  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  BaasBTT,  from  the  committee  appoioted 
on  the  fifth  instant,  on  a  letter  from  William 
Lambert,  made  a  report  thereon. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  conttnain^  ii 
ityree,  for  a  term  of  twenty  years,  the  act,  entitled 
''An  act  toincorporate  the  subscribers  to  the  Baolc 
of  the  Uohed  States,**  on  the  terms  and  condi- 
tions therein  mentioned,  was  called  for  br  Mr. 
Taylor:  When  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.KBiA, 
postponed  uuttl  to-morrow. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  set 
to  establish  post  roads;"  and  the  same  being 
twice  read,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 

Ordered,  That  the  amendments^^of  the  Senate 
to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  concerning  inralid 
pensioners.**  together  with  the  said  bill,  be  com- 
mitted to  a  Comibittee  of  the  whole  House. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  the  said 
Committee ;  and,  after  some  time  spent  therein^ 
t^  Committee  rose,  and  reported  their  eoncor- 
rence  in  the  said  amendments.  The  question  was 
then  taken  that  the  House  do  concur  with  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  in  their  concurrence  in 
the  said  amendments,  and  resolved  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

EXPENSES  OP  POBEIGN  INTERCOURSE. 

Mr.  Upham, said  he  hadaome  time  ago  laid  be* 
fore  ihe  House  a  resolution  calliqg  for  inibnaa* 
tion  respecting  the  ezpeoset  of  foreign  intercoaiaei 
and  for  an  account  or  the  manaec  m  which  laen- 
ey»  apfuropriated  to  that  object  had  been  applied ; 
but,  owing  to  a  suggestion  t^at  the  iafornatioo 
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be  WMifaecl  for  wovtd  be  obtainad  by  a  committee 
•(randy  «p]K>Mited^he  resolatioa  was  ordered  to 
lie  on  tbe  table.  He  now  beld  id  his  hand  a  re- 
aolwtion  gotDgmore  direetly  to  his  object.  He 
eidd  lie  had  understood  that  it  sotn  of  mooey  to 
the  amowDt  of  aboot  fbvir  thousand  deflars  bad 
been  advanced  to  a  Mr.  Short,  as  Minister  at  St. 
Peteraborg,  although  bis  nomination  had  not  been 
e^mfirmed.  Now  if  this  was  the  ease,  he  wanted 
to  know  the  fbct,  and  also  fVom  what  fbnd  the 
money  had  been  applied.  He  therefore  meted 
tke  following  resdation : 

lUsohfed,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be 
^incfd  to  by  before  the  Honse  a  statement  of  any  snip 
or  snias  of  money  for  the  outfit  or  eomfpensattbn  to 
William  Short,  as  Minister  or  Agent  from  the  United 
States  to  the  Coort  of  St.  Pstersbarg,  wbether  received 
diiecAly  from  the  TreSsory,  or  from  any  of  ttke  bankers 
of  the  United  States  in  Europe,  and  from  wbat  fnnd 
aay  such  sum  has  been  drawn ;  together  with  a  state- 
aaeat  of  the  authority  or  authorities'  under  which  the 
same  may  have  been  received,  so  far  as  the  evidence 
exists  in  the  Treasuiy  Department 

Mr.  GiiOLeoii  inquired  of  the  ehairman  of  the 
eomraittee  of  investigation  whether  this  matter 
kad  come  before  that  committee. 

Mr.  Shefpet  replied  that  the  Inqniries  of  that 
oooMafttee  were  limhed  to  the  period  between 
tbe  4tb  of  March.  1801  and  tbe4tfa  of  March  1809. 
He  anderstood  tnat  the  ezpendttare  on  this  ac- 
eoQnt  was  not  made  nnril  after  tbe  4th  of  Marc^i, 
1809,  and  therefore  did  not  (iome  within  the  power 
of  that  committed 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  he  hoped  there  wtmfd  be  but 
one  mind  on  this  object.  He  said  he  had  stated 
the  other  day  that  Mr.  Short  bad  received  money 
for  his  mission  from  the  hands  of  one  of  the  bank; 
era  in  Euro^  If  it  was  a  fact,  be  said  tbe  House 
ought  certainly  to  have  the  eridence  of  it  before 
Ikeati* 

Mr.  W.  AL8tow  said  he  had  no  ob^tioo  to 
this  resolution.  If  it  would  give  gentlemen  the 
least  gratification,  be  said  be  would  state  tbe  facts 
«8  fkr  as  within  his  knowledge.  The  late  Pre- 
aktent  bad  appointed  Mr.  Short,  Minister  foIUis- 
aia.  Some  banker  in  Europe  bad  advanced  about 
Ihree  thovsand  dollars  to  Mr.  Short.  Every  one 
who  anderstood  the  subject,  most  be  satisfied, 
that  ^le  Secretary  of  State  had  directed  the 
banker,  who  had  money  subject  to  his  control^  to 
pay  that  sum  to  Mr.  Short.  There  was  no  evi- 
deiice  at  the  Treasury  of  the  payment,  but  the  re- 
tvrns  of  tbe  bank.  If  the  money  had  been  paid 
without  authority,  it  would  unquestiokiably  not 
be  allowed  by  the  accounting  ofBcers  of  the  Trea- 
sury. 

Mr.  Upham  said  that  although  thegentlemaa^s 
information  might  be  very  satisfactory  to  himself, 
he  was  desiroas  to  have  it  officinUy  from  the  pro- 
pet  department,  and  therefore  wished  his  resolu^ 
tion  to  pass. 

The  resoitttion  was  agreed  to  without  a  divi- 
sion.      J 

Mr.  TJPBAM  said  he  had  another  resohrtion 
which  he  wished  to  ofier  to  tbe  consideration  of 
the  House.    He  wished  to  knew  the  Bomber  and 


names  of  Consuls  of  the  United  States  residing 
at  foreign  ports.  This  would  be  valuable  infor- 
mation to  ail  the  nation  and  to  tbe  representatives 
of  the  people  particularly — and  he  hoped  thete 
would  be  no  objection  to  the  following  resolution: 

Rooked,  That  die  President  of  fhe  United  States 
be  reqaei^ed  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  this  House  a 
statement  of  the  several  consular  or  commercial  agents 
havmg  authority  under  the  United  States  in  foreign 
countries. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Talluadqe,  the  fol- 
lowing  addition  was  made  to  the  resolution :  ^  to- 
gether with  the  salaries  or  compensation,  if  any, 
allowed  to  them,  respectively." 

Mr.  Rbea  moved  further  to  amend  tbe  resolu- 
tion, by  adding  to  the^od  of  it  the  words,  *' And 
whether  atiy  6f  them  have  been  engaged  in  pro- 
curing and  disposing  of  British  licenses  to  trade." 

Mr.  Upbam  said,  his  object  was  merely  to 
obtain  a  convenient  docbment  for  the  use  of  the . 
members,  and  be  did  not  expect  to  have  attached 
to  it  anything  about  the  murder  of  Pierce,  the 
attack  oil  tbe  Chesapeake,  British  impressments, 
or  what  not.  He  had  no  sort  of  objection  to  the 
inquiry,  but  it  was  not  fair  to  attempt  to  t&ek 
such  a  rider  to  his  resolution. 
^  Mr.  Gk>Ln  called  upon  the  gentleman  from  Ten- 
nessee to  r^ect  on  the  tendency  of  his  own  amend- 
ment. It  would  imply  that  the  Cbvernment  had 
continued  Consuls  abroad,  with  a  knowledge  that 
they  had  been  toncerned  in  this  traffic. 

Mr.  CtuiNCT,  reprobated  the  amendment,  as 
going  to  Inflect  censure  on  tbe  Consular  Agents 
generally ;  to  do  which,  he  could  not  cdnsent. 

Mr.  Rbba  said  there  was  no  specific  object  iti 
tbe  resolution  first  proposed,  and  his  amendment 
went  to  give  it  one.  ile  said  he  had  seen  a  great 
deal  in  the  newspapers  about  this  trade  in  foreign 
licenses,  and  he  wished  to  get  to  the  bottom  of 
tbe  business;  that  if  our  Consuls  were  innocent  of 
being  concerned  in  it,  they  might  be  justified  to 
the  world. 

Mr.  Gte OLSON  moved  that  tbe  resolution  lie  on 
the  table. 

Mr.  Pitkin  hoped  it  would  not  lie  on  tbe  table. 
He  was  desirous  of  knowing  who  were  the  offi- 
cers of  the  United  States  abroad,  and  whether 
they  received  salaries ;  and,  if  so,  whether  those 
salaries  were  independent  of  their  expenses;  for 
be  had  seen,  in  an  account  called  for  by  the  Sen* 
ate,  respecting  the  expenses  of  intercouree  with 
the  JBatbary  Powers,  that  they  had  charged  tbe 
United  States  with  all  their  little  expenses.  Till 
he  saw  this* statement,  be  said  he  had  no  concep- 
tion of  the  manner  in  which  the  funds  of  the 
United  States  were  used  in  the  Mediterranean. 

Mr.  Dana  said  that  the  iaformation  which  was 
required  by  tbe  resolution  would  be  useful,  and 
was  proper  to  be  obtained ;  for  at  present  there 
was  no  aocument  before  the  House  which  could 
show  it.    The  Consuls  residing  abroad  were  not 

iimited  as  to  number  or  place,  there  being  no  such 
imitation  by  law.  He  was  against  the  proposed 
amendment.  Could  no  proposition,  be  asked, 
however  foir  or  rational,  be  brouffbtforward,  with- 
out splicing  tome  proposition  of  Uils  kind  te it? 
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And  would  the  House  put  it  iu  a  form  which  im- 
plied that  the  President  ought  to  be  impeached? 
Had  any  of  the  agents  of  the  Uoited  States  been 
employed  ia  this  manner,  and  had  the  President 
suffered  them  to  remain  in  office?  He  had  not 
done  his  duty,  then.  He  hoped  tl^e  House  would 
never  agree  to  such  a  proposition,  on  so  slight  a 
suggestion. 

Mr.  Tallji AnoE  followed  Mr. Dana  on  the  same 
side  of  the  question. 

The  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  was  withdrawn, 
and  Mr.  Rhea's  motion  to  amend  was  negatived. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Randolph  called  for  the  consideration  of 
his  motion  that  the  New  Eogland  Mississippi 
L^nd  -Company  have  leave  to  withdraw  their 
memorial.  The  House  refused  now  ta  take  up 
the  subject— 54  to  33.  ,  . 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  Hou^  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  loan,  for  a 
sum  of  money  not  exceedipg  the  amiount  of  the 
principal  of  tne  public  debt  reimbursable  during 
the  year  1810. 

{in  the  discussion  which  took  place  on  this  bill, 
there  was  no  objection.to  the  principle  of  it.  Every 
gentleman  who  spoke  assented  to  the  propriety 
of  placing  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  a 
sum  of  money  fully  adequate  to  meet  the  appro* 
priations  authorized  by  law  for  xhe  present  year.] 

Mr.  Dana  wished  to  ascertain  the  precise 
amount  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  reimbursa- 
ble during  the  year  1310,  with  a  view  to  insert- 
ing the  sum  in  tbe  body  of  the  biU. 

Some  difference  of  opinion  appeared  to  exist 
as  to  the  exact  amount  of  principal  reimbursable^ 
The  sum  annually  applicable  to  the  payment  of 
the  public  debt  is  eight  millions  of  dollars.  The 
sum  left,  after  payiujg  the  interest  of  it  for^  the 
yeai;  is  annually  applicable  to  xhe  extinguishment 
of  the  principal.  The  exact  amount  of  interest 
payable  on  the  public  debt  during  this  year  not 
oeiDg  known,  there  was  a  difficulty  in  ascertain- 
ing^ the  exact  amount  of  principal  reimbursable. 

The  sum  of  94.800,000  was  mentioned. 

Mr.  Dana  moved  to  amend  the  bill  so  as  to 
authorize  a  loan  ^'  not  exceeding  (4,800,000,  be- 
ing the  amount  of  the  principal  reimbursable," 
^.  This  motion  was  supported  by  the  mover, 
and  Messrs,  Gold,  Sheffey,  CIihnoy,  Upham, 
Tallmadob,  and  Piokman,  and  opposed  by  Mes- 
sieurs Baoon,  W.  Alston,  and  MoNTOoilEay. 

The  arguments  in  favor  of  the  motion  were, 
generally,  that  it  was  improper  to  attempt  to  dis- 
guise anything  by  giving  to  it  a  specious  name; 
that  borrowing  money  should  not  be  called  pay- 
ing the  public  debt;  that  all  authority  given  to 
borrow  money  should  be  expre9s  and  specific  as  to 
the  sum.  It  was  said  in  reply,  that  there  could  be 
no  objection  that  the  truth  should  appear  on  the 
iace  of  a  bill ;  that  this  sum  not  being  wanted  to 
defray  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Qovernment, 
but  to  pay  debts  heretofore  contracted,  the  phrate- 
oloffy  was  perfectly  correct;  that  it  was  as  specific 
in  tact  at  if  ezpresised  in  so  many  figures. 


Mr..  Dana  varied  his  motion,  «Aer  debate,  oa 
account  of  the  uncertainty  which  appeared  to 
exist  as  to  the  sum  reimbursable,  add  of  course  as 
to  the  sum  to  be  loaned. .  He  moved  to  amead 
the  bill  90  as  to  give  authority  to  borrow  a  sam 
of  money  "not  exceeding  four  millions  of  dol- 
lars." 

This  motion  was  supported  and  opposed  bf 
the  same  gentlemen  who  debated  the  former  mo- 
tion. .  In  support  of  the  motion  it  was  said,  that 
this  sum  was  all  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury had  asked  for,  and  was  therefore  as  mueb  u 
ought  to  be  ^iven.  The  advocates  of  the  amend- 
ment also  said  that  they  were  averse  to  legislat- 
ing blindfold,  to  voting  millions  without  knowing 
for  what,  or  to  surrendering  crp  their  jodgmeoto 
to  Executive  discretion,  under  an  idea  that  tbe 
President  would  not  borrow  more  than  was  ne- 
cessary. 

In  reply  it  was  said,  that  since  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  had  made  the  estimate  in  qoei- 
tion,  other  expenses  had  been  incurred;  that  it 
was  impossible  to  tell  the  precise  amount  wbiek 
was  wanted  until  Congress  should  adjourn,  as  it 
was  impossible  tojell  on  one  day  what  appro- 
priations they  would  make  the  next  day ;  tbat, 
if  not  necessary,  the  authority  to  borrow  woald 
not  be  used ;  as  in  the  case  of  the  loan  author- 
ized at  the  la^t  session  of  Congress,  not  a  cent  of 
which  had  been  actqally  borrowed.  That  law 
had  granted  an  authority  nearly  similar  to  this 
in  nearly  the  some  language. 

Mr.  Dana's  motion  was  negatived— 52  to  29. 

Mr.  CtuiNCY  observed  that  he  ielt  but  one  diffi- 
culty on  this  subject.  He  could  not  agree  to  bor- 
row an  amount  greater  than  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  had  said  W|ls  necessary.  He,  therefore, 
moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  adding  to  it  the  fol- 
lowing proviso : 

«  Provided,  That  nothing  in  this  act  containedshiD 
be  construAd  to  authorize  any  som  to  be  bonowed 
greater  than  four  millions  of  doUaia.'^ 

The  motion  was  lost— ayes  28. 

A^r.  SwooPB  moved  to-amend  the  bill  by  strik- 
ing out  the  words  ^'funded  deht,"  and  insertiitf 
"exchanged  aix  per  cent,  stock,"  which  wooW 
authorize  a  loan  '^o  the  amount  of  83,750,000, 
there  being  so  much  of  this  description  of  pQuic 
stock  redeemable  during  \he  present  year,  and 
this  he  belieted  was  all  that  the  Secretary  of  tbe 
Treasury  had  deemed  necessary. 

This  motion  Was  supported  by  Messrs.  Bo«- 
WELL,  SwooPE,  and  SHfiFrET,.and  opposed  of 
Mr.  MoNTOOMBaT. 

It  was  negatived-rAVea  18.  ... 

The  Committee  theii  rose  and  reported  the  biU 
without  amendment.  . 

Mr.  Dana  moved  that  the  biH  lie  on  the  tabW 
till  to-morrow,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  what  money  was 
actually  wanted.  . 

Mr.  PiTCiN  supported,  the  motion.  He  «ti- 
piated  the  sum  now  authorized  to  be  borrowed  at 
between  five  and  six  millions,  and  said  that  M 
had  no  idea  of  giving  such  authority  when  tw 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had  himself  loW  tns 
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House  that  no  more  than  three  millions  was  ne* 
eessary.  which,  together  with  a  million  to  retain 
in  the  Treanory,  would  make  hut  four  millions. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  replied,  that  since  that  esti- 
mate had  been  made,  the  appropriations  had  been 
increased,  and  that  it  was  impossible  now  to  as- 
certain, within  a  million,  what  the  expenses  of 
the  ensaing  year  would  be.  It  was,  therefote, 
proper  to  give  an  authority  to  borrow  sufficient 
to  corer  the  whol«. 

Mr.  Dana's  motion  was  negatived— 49  to  30. 

Mr.  Qdincy  renewed  the  prppositipn  which  he 
had  made  in  Committee  to  amend  the  bill,  which 
was  negatired — yeas  34,  nays  61.  as  follows: 

YaAS-^ames  Breckenridgc»  WHliam  Chamberlin, 
Epaphroditos  Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  Samuel  W. 
I)miia»  John  Davenport,  junior,  Willif^  Ely,  James 
Emott,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  WUliam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Benjamin 
Pickman,  Jan.,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter, 
Jodah  Qnincy,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Tagf^art,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  John  Tayh>r,  Jabez 
Upham,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert 
WhitehiU. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  WiHiam  Anderson, 
Etekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur-, 
well,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Clopton, 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  William  Crawford, 
Rkhard  CuUs,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley,  Bar- 
»Uai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodvryn,  Daniel  Heister, 
Jamea  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,,  Jacob  Hufty,  John 
G.  Jackson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jone%  Wil, 
liam  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion, 
Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgoi];iery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore^  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  S. 
Humford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson^  John 
Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebeoezer 
Sage^  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sh'effey,  John  Smille, 
George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  John 
Thompson,  George  M.  Troup,  Chuies  Turner,  junior, 
and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  SwooPE  moved  to  amend  the  bill^'by  strik- 
ioff  out  from  the  first  section,  the  word$  "  public 
deht,^  (or  the  purpose  of  inserting  *' exchanged 
six  per  cent,  stocjc."  And,  the  question  being 
taken  thereon,  it  was  determined  in  the  degative 
— yeas  63,  nays  33,  as  follows : 

Tbas — James  Bieekenndge,  William  A.  Burwell, 
William  Chamberiin,  Epaphroditus  Champion,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely, 
James  Emott,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Na- 
tliaiiiel  A.  Haven,  Richard,  Jackson,  junior,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  William  Milnor,  Jon- 
athan O.  Moseley,  Benjamin  Pickman,  jun.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  junior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  John  Taylor, 
Jabez  Upham,  Ktllian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Labatf 
Wbealon. 


Nays — Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam 
Boyd,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler 
Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton,  How- 
ell Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Qox,  Richard  Cutts, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  WilUam  Findley,  Bar- 
zillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  S.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heister, 
James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hufty,  John 
G.  Jackson,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Jones,  Wil- 
liam Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Alexander 
McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  Nich- 
olas R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gur- 
don S.  Mnmford,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson, 
John  Porter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of 
Tennessee,'  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebeneier 
Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneier  Seaver,  Adam 
Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samnel  Smith,  John  Thompson,  Charles 
Turner,  junior,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  WhitehiU, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

The  hill  was  then  Ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-monow. 


Tuesday,  April  24. 

A  motiQn  was  made  by  Mr.  Smilis  that  the 
House  do  DOW  adjourn.  And,  the  question  being 
taken,  it  was  deterraiaed  ia  the  negatiye— yeas 
8,  nays  55. 

The  Spbaur  kid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  transmittinff 
a  list  of  claims,  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Land 
Commisstoners,  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskia; 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Public  Lands,  to  report  by  bill,  or  otherwise. 

A  message  Irom  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "An 
act  for  continuing  the  charter  of  the  Baok  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Colombia ;"  to 
which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

Mr#  Root  was  excused  from  further  service  on 
the  aommittee  appointed  to  iuTesttgate  the  con- 
duct oif  General  Wilkinson,  on  account  of  in- 
tended absence. 

Mr.  R.  also  moved  to  refer  the  letter  received 
from  Qeneral  Wilkinson,  on  Friday  last,  to  the 
above  committee)  but  aiWwards  withdrew  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  refer  it  to 
the  Secretary  of  War. 

Mr.  QsoLsoN  moved  that  the  last  ntotion  lie 
on  the  table.-r-Carried. 

REDUCTION  or  THE  ARMY. 

Mr.  Smilib^  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 

referred  the  resolution  for  reducing  the  Army, 

reported  the  following  bill: 

A  bill  to  reduce  and  consolidate  the  Army  of  the 

United  States. 

Be  it  enadedy  if-c,  That  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  authorized,  out  of  the  troops  raised  and  now 
in  service  under  '^  the  act  to  raise  for  a  limited  time 
an  additional  military  fercCy"  to  complete  the  regiment 
of  light  artillery,  to  form  and  complete  two  regiments 
agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  said  act ;  also  to  form  a 
company  of  bombatdiefSb  to  ba  annexed  to  the  covpa  of 
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engineen;  to  fill  up  tbe  regimeotf  auttiomed  bj  the 
<*Act  fixing  the  MUittiy  Petce  Eatablifhment  of  the 
United  States/'  and  to  ditoharge  the  three  Brigadier^ 
General!  and  aU  the  ofikers  and  men  who  may  be 
rapemumeraty  by  this  arrangement, -and  to  dtecon- 
tinne  the  reoruiting  eenrice. 

'  <«Sbc.  2.  And  he  it  Jkurthtr  enacUd,  That  all  tiie 
offieen  who  may  be  diaeharged  nnder  this  act  shall 
reoe&ve  three  months'  pay,  aooordiog  to  their  respective 
grades,  in  addition  to  what  may  be  dae  them  at  the 
time  of  their  dischaige,  and  svch  allowance  fi»r  traT- 
elling  from  their  place  of  discharge  to  their  respectiTe 
places  of  residence  as  is  preeqribed  by  the  «Act  fixing 
the  MiUtary  Pmcc  Establishment  of  the  United.8tates.'' 
Pnmded,  That  whenoTer  the  pnbttc  exigencies  reqiurc 
the  calling  into  serrioe  of  any  of  the  officers  dischsjTged 
by  this  act,  they  shall  haTo  rank  espial  to  that  under 
which  theiy  satire. 
The  bill  was  twice  read  and  eoimnitted. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  NAVY. 

The  Hoase  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naral  Bstabllshmeat  of  the 
United  States. 

The  bill  having  been  read — 

Mr.  McEiM  moved  to  amend  that  part  of  the 
bill  which  directs  the  sale  of  all  the  gunboats, 
by  adding  the  following  words:  ^belonging  to 
the  United  States,  unfit  for  aervice,  and  ui^wor^ 
thy  of  repairs.'' 

Thia  motion  was  agreed  to  without  debate, 
ayes  56. 

Mr.  Kbt  said  he  was  friendly  to  the  reduction 
of  tbe  Navy,  but  not  to  its  annihilation.  He 
therefore  moved  to  strike  out  so  much  of  the  bill 
as  provides  that  all  the  (ri^tes  but  three  shall 
be  <^old,"  and  to  insert  in  lieu  thereof,  *Maid  up 
in  ordinary." 

Messrs.  Daha  and  Mumford  supported  the 
motion. 

Mr.  Rbea  of  Tennessee  made  a  motion,  which 
superseded  that  made  by  Mr.  BIet,  to  strike  out 
the  whole  of  the  aeetion,  except  so  much  as  re- 
lated to  gunboats.  He  was  Wholly  opposed  to 
tbe  reduction  of  the  Navy  at  present. 

Mr.  Smiue  said,  he  should  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion with  a  view  to  inserting  a  substitute  going 
to  place  the  Nayy  now  on  tbe  footing  oT  the 
Peace  Etttablishment  of  1806. 

Mr.  Dana  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Rbba's  motion, 
but  expressed  himself  very  pointedly  in  favor  of 
a  retbfm  in  the  expenditures  and  conduct  of  the 
Naval  Establishment  generally. 

Mr.  Bassett  also  was  in  favor  of  Mr.  Rbba's 
root'on.  He  supported  the  policy  of  a  small  na- 
ry, and  vindicated  the  establishment  generallv 
from  charges  of  waste  or  extravagance,  thougn 
he  was  friendly  to  reform  wherever  necessary. 
Mr.  B.  spoke  nearlv  an  hour. 

Mr.  Cook  and  Mr.  Rssa  of  Tennessee  also 
spoke  in  favor  of  the  motion  to  strike  oqt  the 
whole  of  the  fir^t  section. 

Mr.  Macon  spoke  against  the  motion,  and 
a^nst  the  policy  of  a  navy  as  applicable  to  the 
situation  of  this  country. 
'  Mr.  Stanfobd  followed  Mr.  Magon  on  the 
•ame  side  of  tiie  question,  aad  partiealarly  re- 


probated the  extravagant  expenditure  of  mooef 
mcident  to  the  naval  system. 

Mr.  Dajia  spoke  agam  on  the  subject  of  reform 
in  the  system. 

Mr.  Macon  and  Mr.  Stanforo  explaioed. 

Mr.  Boyd  was  against  the  reduction  of  tiie 
Navy  under  present  appearances. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  remainder  of  tke 
section  was  carried,  61  to  25. 

Mr.  Smiue  moved  to  insert,  in  the  pUeeof 
that  part  which  w^s  stricl^en  out,  tbe  followiBj: 

«And  further,  that  the  President  of  the  UnitBd 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authorized  to  beep  in  ao* 
tual  service  as  many  of  the  Mgates  and  other  uiMd 
vessels  lb  in  his  jadgment  the  nature  of  the  senia 
may  require,  and  to  cause  the  residne  to  be  bid  ip  ii 
ordinary  in  convenient  ports :  Provided,  the  irbok 
nmnber  of  officers  and  seamen  shall  not  exceed  tbit 
dzed  by  the  act  <  in  addition  to  the  act,  snpplesMB- 
tary  to  the  act,  providing  ibr  the  Naval  Peeee  Eitab- 
Bflhment,  and  for  other  purposes ;'  passed  the  Sift  diy 
of  April,  1806." 

Mr.  S.  read  the  bw  alluded  to  in  this  amend- 
ment, which  would  go  to  retain  in  service  tbirteci 
captains,  nine  masters  commandant,  seveatjr-twe 
lieutenants,  one  himdred  and  fifty  midshipmen, 
and  nine  hundred  and  twenty-five  able  bodied 
seanxen,  ordinary  seamen  and  boys. 

Mr.  McKiM  opposed  the  amendment,  beeaaie 
he  was  altogether  opposed  to  a  reduction  of  the 
Navy  in  the  present  state  of  the  world. 

Mr.  Smiue  replied.  He  said  he  bad  aoappre* 
heOsion  of  danger  to  hie  country  from  laying  ap 
a  few  frigates. 

Mr.  Ba88Btt  stated  that  the  whole  nnnbei  of 
seamen,  now  in  service,  was  but  two  thoostnd 
seven  hundred  and  twenty-three.  If  the  noabtr 
was  reduced,  tbe  expense  of  reducing  and  re-et- 
listing  them  within  a  short  period,  would  exceed 
tbe  expense  of  keeping  them  in  service  itawi 
the  interval. 

Mr.  Montqouery  spoke  in  favor  of  the  tmeod- 
ment,  under  the  impression  that  there  was  oo 
disposition  in  Congress  to  make  use  of  tbe  Ntry. 
Although  the  number  of  seamen  in  service  migtit 
not  exceed  two  thousand  seven  hundred  tnd 
twenty,  as  stated,  yet  the  President  now  had 
power  to  authorize  the  employment  of  fire  tboo- 
sand  four  hundred  and  ninety  men.  The  adop- 
tion of  tbe  amendment,  Jbe  said,  would  curtail  tke 
present  annual  expense,  $778,(KX). 

Mr.  Mumford  spoke  against  the  amendmeDt. 
He  remarked  that  the  counting-house  calcolation 
of  pounds,  shillings,,  and  pence,  heretofore  im- 
puted as  a  fault  to  tbe  merchants,  seemed  to  bare 
been  transferred  to  the  planters  of  cdtton  and  to- 
bacco. He  did  not  regard  a  little  expense  when 
pjt  in  competition  with  tbe  national  safety. 

Mr.  Smilib'b  amendment  was  negatived. 

The  section  for  disusing  all  the  navy-yards 
except  those  at  Boston,  New  York,  and  Norfolir, 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  Key  moved  to  insert  "  Washington*^  aft« 
New  York,  and,  speaking  in  support  of  his  mo* 
4ion,  expatiated  on  the  advantages  possessed  by  a 
n^ivy  yard  at  the  seat  of  Qovernment. 
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•Mr.  Bassbtt  eonetirred  with  Mr.  Kbt  in  opin- 
ion; but,  as  he  presumed  t^e  section  was  onljr 
meant  as  an  accompaniment  to  that  part  of  the 
bill  already  stricken  out,  l^e  mored  to  strike  out 
the  whole  section. 

Mr.  Dana  opposed  th«  amendment.  Six  navy- 
yards  were  certainly  not  necessary  for  the  service 
of  the  United  States,  and  he  particularly  opposed 
the  retention  of  the  yard  at  Washington. 

Mr.  KsY  spoke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Uana,  and  in 
support  of  Mr.  Bassbtt'b  motion.  He  defended 
tbe  navy-yard  at  Washington  against  the  impu- 
tations east  on  it. 

Messrs.  Tallmadob  and  Dana  spoke  against 
tfte  amendment.  ^ 

Mr.  Smilie  spoke  in  favor  of  tb«  amendment 
and  expressed  his  astonishment  at  the  change 
whieh  appeared  to  hav«  taken  place  in  the  House, 
ainee  they  had  voted,  60  to  31,  a  ivwdays  ago^  to 
reduce  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Ket  expressed  his  surprise,  that  a  gentle- 
man, having  as  much  parliamentary  experience 
as  the  gentleman  who  preceded  him,  should  be 
surprised  at  the  change  of  votes.  A  majority 
had  voted  to  reduce,  having  different  objects  of 
reduction  in  view ;  but,  when  a  reduction  in  any 
one  branch  of  expenditure  was  proposed,  it  Ap- 
peared that  a  majority  could  not  agree  in  it.  Mr. 
K.  spoke  again  in  favor  of  the  amendment. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  section  wjls  lost, 
52  to  40. 

Mr.  Key  renewed  hrs  motion  to  insert  *fWash* 
inffton.*' 

Mr.  Randolph  opposed  the  motion  on  the 
ground  of  tbe  unfitness  of  the  situation  of  Wash- 
ington, compared  with  others^  for  a  ndvy-yard. 

Mr.  Maoon  sapported  the  motion  ;  because  he 
was  utterly  opposed  to  a  navy,  he.said  he  wished 
tiMt  a  navy-ynrd 'should  be  kept,  here,  as  mem- 
bers of  Congr«siB  wodldbe  much  ^oner'disgusted 
by  teeine  the  tvpeaditnres  of  the- Navy  system^ 
than  hy  bearing  of  them.  / 

Mr.  Dana,  as  a  friei^d  to  a.navy,  said  be  wishr 
ed  the  amendment  not  to  prevail.  The  gentle- 
man from  North  Carolina,  an  eneftiy  to  navies, 
wished  to  retain  the  yard  at  this  place ;  l^e,  Mr. 
I>.^  n  friead  to  them  genjera%,  wished  to  disposip 
of  or  disuse  it.  They  therefore  thought  alik^, 
tiftoogh  the^  should  vote  differi^ntly. 

The  BQouon  to  insert  '^  Washington"  was  car- 
ried—54  to  42. 

Tbe  section  .for  rednoiqg  tbe  mmrines  was 
jtroek  oat^  without  debiate*^4i yes  59.        • 

The  Committee  rose,  and  repotted  tbe  bill  ae 
•mfended. 

The  Spbaker  resumed  the  Chair,  and  tbe 
House  resolved  now  to  consider  the  report  ef  the 
t^ommittee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  MiLNOR  said  tbe  bill  had  been  much 
ftoaended  in  Committee^  and  as  the  remnant  left 
amounted  to>very  little,  and  the  discission  of  that 
liuie  would  probably  cost  mere  than  would  be 


Messrs.  SMrLifi,  Pitkin,  Willis  Alston,  and 
Dana,  opposed  the  motion. 
^    Mr.  Ranoolph  moved  an  adjournment ;  which 
was  carried. 

Wednesoay,  April  25. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  BacoNj  a  resolution  was 
adopted,  ipstructiog  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury OA  manafuctuces,  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  fgrther  amending  the  census  law,  so  as 
to  direct  the  officers  to  collect  information  on  the 
subject  of  maoufadtures. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 
Ordered,  Th^t  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  to  whom  is  committed  the  bill  from  the 
^nate,  entitled  *'An  act  to  extend  the  time  for 
making  payment  for  the  public  lands  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  certain  cases,''  be  discharged  from 
tl^e  consideration  thereof. 

POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT. 
Mr«  Dana  said  he  had  luid  on  the  table,  a  few 
days  ago,  a  resolution  relative  to  the  Post  Office, 
which  had  been  objected  to  on  account  of  its  ex- 
tent. He  now  raried  the  motion,  and  submitted 
it  as  follows: 

'*Ruohei,  l%at  the  Postaaster  General  be  dureet- 
ed  to  lay  before  this  Honse  a  statement  of  the  number 
of  post  offices,  the  earn  reeeivad  for  portag«8,^e  com- 
pensatk>i».of  the  deputy  postmasten,  tho  charge  far 
tbe  conveyanoe  of  the  mails,  the  incidental  expense 
and  iiet.  revenue  of  tbe  Post  Office  Establishment  fer 
every  year  from  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to  the  close  of 
the  year  1809,together.with  information  reelecting  tbe 
extent  ef  post  roads." 

Mr.  D.  said  he  had  expressed  the  resolution  in 
ffeneral  terms,  that  it  might, give  the  Postmaster 
General  an  opportunity  of  stating  everything  re* 
fneciing  the  extent  of  tbe  route,  in  order  that,  if 
the  exneases  of  the  eataUishment  bed  increaaed, 
itanignt  be  seen  how  much  tbe  routes  had  been 
tiiierdy' extended. 

Mr*  RfiA  moved  that  the  resolution  should 
lie  on  the  table.  He  said  it  would  be  impossible 
ta  make  a  report  of  that  nature  this  sesaion,  or  in 
three  months,  even  if  the  Postmaster  Qeneral 
Were  to  set  all.  his  people  to  work  on  it. 

Mr»  Dana  said  he  wa^  perfectljr  confident  that 
if  the  Postmaster  General  and  his  clerks  oonld 
not  make  a  report  on  this  subject  in  three  months, 
that  he  and  his  clerks  ought  to  be  broke.  He  did 
not  believe  that  he  and  his  clerks  were  so  incom- 
petent as  not  to  be  able  to  make  it  in  a  week.  It 
would  be  an  .evidence  of  their  incompetency  if 
they  could  not  make  It  in  twadays.  He  thought 
it  impossible  that  the  Postmaster  Qeneral  should 
be  so  Utile  i^ttentive  to  the  principle  on  which  the 
aeeoqnte  were  kept,  aa  not  to  have  a  head  of  ac- 
coonts,  so  as  to  show  at  one  view  the  varions 
items  of  information  he  had  asked  for.  Acconnta 
were  rendered  to  his  office  quarterly,  and  must 

^ ,  be  transoribed  to  some  general  head.    The  error 

9t^^fi^  by  passing Jt  into  a  law,  he  moved  to  posv  ]  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  arose  from 
pvne^  tbelurtber  oonaideration  of  the  subj^et  ior  J  supposing  that  the  names  of  all  the  postmasters 
drfinileiy.  Inndrotbec  details  were  wanted,  whieb  was  net  tbe 
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case.  Mr.  D.  saifd  lie  would  not  admit  the  idea 
that  the  Postmaster  General  was  so  utterly  in- 
competent to  his  dut^»  as  not  to  be  able  at  onoe 
to  give  the  information  required,  for  he  had  a 
better  opinion  of  his  talents. 

Mr.  Kea.  said,  if  he  understood,  the  resolu- 
tion, it  went  to  call  for  a  history  of  the  Post  Of- 
fice Establishment,  in  all  its  branches,  since  the 
year  1789.  He  had  no  objection  to  require  such 
a  report  to  be  made  at  the  next  session,  although 
it  would  be  a  voluminous  statement,  and  would 
cost,  perhaps,  a  thousand  dollars  to  print  it. 

Mr.  Potter  expressed  his  surprise  that  no 
motion,  of  however  trivial  importance,  could  be 
prono;sed,  but  a  motion  was  made  to  lay  it  on  the 
table.  If  the  Postmaster  General  should  not  be 
abie  to  make  a  report  this  session,  he  would  do  it 
the  next,  and  the  want  of  time,  therefore^  could 
be  no  objection  to  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Smilie  saw  no  reason  for  the  resolutioa 
lying  on  the  table.  We  have,  said  he,  had  some 
trouble  about  post  roads,  and  I  am  suspicious  that 
there  is  not  fair ,  ^lay  in  the  business.  The  State 
of  Pennsylvania  is  creditor  about  $30,000  in  ac- 
count with  the  establishment,  and  1  wish  to  know 
what  States  are  deficient.  I  do  not  think  one 
State  should  be  saddled  with  expense,  too  much, 
for  the  benefit  of  otheiy.  At  any  rate,  I  wish  to 
aee  how  the  matter  stands. 

Mr.  Macon  thought  the  motion  to  lie  on  the 
table  now  was  unseasonable.  He  said  it  was  de- 
sirable to  know  the  progress  of  the  institution. 
Of  th6  militia  they  had  an  annual  return  bylaw; 
they  had,  also,  annual  returns  of  the  imports  and 
tonnage,  &c.,  but  there  were  no  regular  reports 
from  the  Post  Office  Department  provided  for. 
Notwithstanding  reports  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures for  various  objects  were  annually 
made  to  this  House  ^  the  House  had,  at  this  ses- 
sion, called  for  the  aggregates  for  eadh  year  of 
several  statements.  If  it  would  take  three  months 
to  prepare  the  statements,  now  undoubtedly  was 
the  time  to  call  for  it;  for,  if  postponed  to  the 
next  session,  there  might  npt  he  time  enough 
during  the  session  to  prepare  it. 

Mr.  Rea  withdrew  his  motion  to  lay  it  on  the 
table,  and  the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  continue  the  char* 
ter  of  the  Bank  of  Alexandria  was  read  twice, 
and  committed. 

LOAN  BILL. 

The  engroseed  bill  authorizing  a  loan  for  a  sum 
of  money,  not  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  prin- 
cipal of  the  public  debt,  reimbursable  during  the 
year  1810,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  postpone  tba  bill-tiU 
tO'morrow.  Motion  k)8^— 50  to  47. 
'  Mr.  Stanfobd  moved  that  it  lie  on  the  table^ 
but  subsequently  withdrew  the  motion,  to  make 
way  for  a  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor  to  recommit 
the  bill ;  which  motion  was  negatived— ayes  37. 

Mr.  Stanford  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  the 
table.    Negmtived— 61  to  39. 

Messrs.  Pitkin,  Dana,  Randolph,  Stanford, 
Tatlob^  Key,  Quinox,  and  Upbah,  opposed  tiM « 


Sissage  of  the  bill,  and  Messrs.  Montodniit, 
ACON,  W.  Alston,  Jobnson,  SMiLiE,aD(l  Rbka, 
defended  it. 

All  the  gentlemen  who  spoke  against  tl^e  bill 
professed  to  be  willing  in  a  proper  manner  toao- 
tborize  a  loan  of  any  sum  oi  nioney  necessary  to 
meet  the  appropriations  made ;  but  tbey  coDtead- 
ed  that  the  bill  was  objectionable  because  theiam 
was  not  stated  in  the  face  of  the  bill,  becaase  the 
bill  bore  a  deceptive  appearance  of  borrowiag 
money  to  pay  the  public  debt,  when,  in  fact,  it 
was  to  meet  the  ordinary  expenses  of  iheOorerB' 
ment;  because  the  bill  authorized  ^  loaa  of  fire 
million  one  hundred  und  sixty  thousand  dollars, 
more  by  one  million  one  hundred  and  sixty  (boo* 
sand  dollars  than  the  Secretary  of  the  Treaaory 
had  declared  to  be  necessary,  and  because  aoloaa 
ought  to  be  authorized  until  bills  now  before  the 
House  were  decided  on,  which  involved  a  rediw* 
tion  of  the  annual  expenditure. 

In  reply  to  the  objections  to  this  bill,  it  was 
urged  that  the  amount  authorized  (not  required) 
to  be  borrowed  was  as  definitely  expressed  as 
though  in  fissures;  that  there  could  be  nodeeq^ 
tion  on  the  face  of  the  bill,  for,  if  no  debt  hereto- 
fore contracted  w^s  now  to  be  paid  off^  there 
would  not  only  be  no  occasion  to  borrow,  bat 
there  would  be  an  immense  annual  surplus  io  the 
,  Treasury  j  that,  since  the  estimate  of  four  mil' 
lions  had  been  reported  to  the  House,  various  ap- 
propriations had  been  made,  and  it  was  imposiible 
yet  to  say  how  much  might  be  wanted,  aod  do 
more  would  be  borrowed  than  actually  was  want- 
ed r  that  if  the  passage ^of  the  ImU  was  delayed 
but  a  day  or  two,  it  would  be  very  easy  forgea- 
tlemen.to  prevent  its  passage  at  all. 

The  bill  was  passed^— yeas  77,  nays  35,  at  fol- 
lows: ,        , 

YiAS— WUUs  Alston,  jnaior,  William  AndenoB. 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  BwrweU  Bassett,  WilliiA 
W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  Jofin  Browii,  Robert  Biowa, 
William  A.  Burwell,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhooa, 
John  Glopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Orchiid 
Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Catti, 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deidia,  William  Findley^.  Me- 
shack  Franklin,  Barzillat  Gannett,  Gideon  Gtrdoer, 
David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  "Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  James  Holland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob  fiuftyi 
John  G.  Jackson,  Richanl  M.  Johnson,  Walter  Joooi, 
William  Kennedy,  Johii  Lore,  MattlMW  Ljon,  Asroo 
Lyie,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Alexander 
McKim,  Pleisant  M.  MUler,  WiUiam  Milnor,  Joha 
Montgomei;^,  Niehelaa  R.  Moor^  Thomas  Moore,  Jer- 
emiah MorrowiGurdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton, 
John  Niebolaon«  John  Porter,  John  Rea  oif  Pa^  John 
Rhea  of  Ten.,  M.  Richards,  John  Roane,  Erastot  Bo<^ 
Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Ebeneier  Seavei, 
Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheflej,  Deaak 
Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Sin- 
nel  Smith,  Henry  Soathard,  John  Thompson,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Archibald  Vta 
Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  ^hitehill,  James  Wil- 
son, Richard  Winn,^nd  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breekenndge,  Jofaa 
Campbell,  WUIiam  Charaberlin,  Matthew  Clay,  Sms- 
nel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior,  WalHam  BIfi 
Jamee  Emolt,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale»  Na- 
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thaniel  A.  H;aTexi,  Ritbard  Jackson,  junior,  Robert 
Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Kej,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Josej^ 
Lewis,  jr.,  Nathaniel  Macon,  A.  McBryde,  J.  O.  Moee- 
lej,  Joseph  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickmanjun.,  Timothy 
Pitkin,  janior,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John 
Randolph,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob 
Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart,  Beiyamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Taylor,  Jabex  Upham,  Killian  &.  Van  Rensselaer,  and 
Laban  Wheaton* 

Ordered,  That  the  title  be,  *'An  act  authoriz- 
in^  a  loan  of  money  for  a  »uni  not  exceeding  the 
aiDonnt  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  reim- 
barsable  doring  the  ye^r  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ten." 

REDUCTION  OP  THE  NAVY. 
The  House  tbea  resumed  the  contideratioD  of 
the  unfinished  business  of,  yesterday. 

Mr.MiLNOR  said  when  ^e  had  made  the  motion 
for  the  iodefiaite  postponement  of  the  bill,  he  had 
suppoeed  that  the  sense  of  the  Hous^  had  been 
fully  expressed  on  it;  but  as  it  ap|>eared  that  the 
motioa  would  occupy  much  time  in  debate,  and 
as  some  gentlemen  had  thought  prpper  to  insin- 
uate that  the  motion  was'  made  for  the  purpose 
of  ayotding  meetin|r  a  direct  question  on  the  bill, 
lie  now  rose  to  withdraw  the  motioa. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  first 
amendment  made  in  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
▼iz :  ta  strike  out  so  mu^h  as  requires  the  sale  of 
all  the  gunboats.    * 

Mr.  McMPORD  hoped  that  the  fr^ates  would 
not  be  laid  up  io  ordinary.  ,He  said  he  was  no 
politician  by  profession ;  be  had  been  called  from 
mercantile  pursuits  against  his  inciinaiion,  but 
he  bad  always  understood  that  government  was 
instituted  for  the  protection  of  the  citizen.    He 
was  chagrined  when  he  saw  the  eveofsunfolding 
in  the  Old  World,  omd  witnessed  such  a  para- 
lyzing system  going  on  in  his  owa^  country.    He 
had  hoped  that  some  system  would  hare  been 
adopted  Jot  the  protection  oy^  our  oommeroe  at 
sea.    If  gentlemen  were  detj^rmined  to  abandon 
the  ocean  altogether,  he  begged  to  know  it  in 
time  before  merchants  were'  totally  ruined,  for  it 
was  impossible  at  present  to  carry  on  any  com- 
merce whatever*    The  part  of  the  country  which 
he  represented  (city  of  New  York)  felt  it  sUong- 
ly;  agriculture  would  feel  it  sooner  or  later. 
The  enormous  captures  made  of  their  property 
had  reduced  merchants  to  the  alternative  of  stay- 
ing at  hoine,  or  having  po  commerce  but  with 
Oreal  Britain.    If  gentlemen  are  disposed  to 
sarrender  commerce  to  the  discretion  of  the  bel- 
lig^erents  and  retire  from  the  ocean,  it  is  time  to 
know  it.    Mr.  M.  said  he  was  no  motive-manger; 
he  never  arraigned  gentlemen  for  their  motives. 
We  have  heard  getulemea  say  '^millions  for  de- 
fence and  not  a  cent  for  tribute ;"  aod  a  noble 
and  popular  sentiment  it  was. .  It  seemed  now 
to  be  reversed  with  them,  and  a  plain  translation 
of  their  speeches  was  *' millions  for  tribute;  not 
a  cent  for  defence."    Vaiiious  projects  bad  been 
o^n«d.    Some  gentlemen  were  for  putting  down 
the  whole  Army  and  Navy)  others^  were  for  a 
aort  of  anail  system^  alarmed  at  the  least  appre- 
hension of  danger.    Viewing  the  aubject  as  he 


did,  Mn  M.  entreated  that  gentlemen  would  con* 
sent  to  protect  commerce.  The  island  of  St. 
Domiogo  now  possessed  seventeen  armed  vessels. 
They  were  gaining  strength  daily,  and  what  was 
the  situation  of  our  Southern  fcK>rders?  If  our 
naval  force  was  entirely  withdrawn  from  the 
ocean,  it  was  impossible  for  an  army  of  militia 
to  defend  the  mouth  of  the  Chesapeake.  He 
understood  that  two  vessels  were  now  building 
in  Chesapeake  Bay  for  St.  Do^miuga  He  knew 
that  the  Haytian  agents  had  been  in  this  coun- 
try for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  vessels.  Under 
all  these  circumstances  was  it  wise  and  prudent 
to  discharge  the  Navyl  He  presumed  the  best 
course  would  be  to  put  to  sea  what  little  navy 
we  have  to  protect  our  own  coasters,  for  they 
would  be  .necessary  without  any  view  to  com* 
merce  in  the  European  seas.  Under  every  view^ 
instead  of  laying  >up  those  vessels  in  service,  Mr. 
M.  said  he  hoped  that  gentlemen  would  consent 
to  fit  out  ev^ry  vessel  in  the  possession  of  the 
United  States,  and  send  them  out  to  protect 
American  commerce. 

A  motion  having  been  made  bv  Mr.  Smilu  to 
amend  the  bill  30  as  to  place  tne  Navy  on  the 
footing  on  which  it  stood  in  1806~ 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  was  not  for  pausing  with 
merely  replacing  the  fornicr  system ;  he  was  also 
for  guarding  agaiast  the  waste  of  public  prop- 
erty and  treasure  which  had  uken  place  in  the 
Naval  Establishment.  He  believed  that  for  the 
number  of  fighting  men  afloat  the  United  States 
had  been  put  to  a  much  greater  expense  than  was 
necessary.  He  was  not  speakiog,  he  said,  of  our 
having  few  brave  men  on  the  water,  nor  of  the 
great  sUms  given  anywhere  to  those  who  give  us 
their  blood ;  but  the  system  of  the  navy  yards^ 
he  believed,  required  a  thorough  reform.  If  he 
was  to  judge  of  the  general  economy  on  board 
the  frigates  and  smaller  vessels  from  the  little  he 
had  seen  of  them,  he  must  set  it  down  for  certain 
that  waste  did  not  exist  on  board  the  vessels  after 
they  were  fitted  for  service,  and  maanedi  and 
officered.  As  far  as  he  had  an  opportunitv  .to 
observe,  he  had  marked  a  strong  sense  of  suoor- 
dinaiion,  and  the  practice  of  command  at  the 
same  time  sustainea  with  gentleman-like  propri- 
ety, without  aoy  unnecessary  torture  or  rigor. 
In  all  this  busioes^  Mr.  D.  said,  where  you  em- 
ploy warrior^  whetner  by  land  or  water,  that  de- 
partment called  the  staff,  the  agents,  purveyors 
of  supplies,  d&c,  is  the  branch  of  the  service  to 
which  you  must  look  for  waste.  On  merely 
casting  the  eye  along  the  decks  of  our  vessels,  the 
conduct  of  the  offices,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  men  ^behaved,  indicated  a  sort  of  conduct 
which  appeared  to  him  incompatible  with  waste, 
laxity  or  discipline,  or  want  of  attention  to  dutf  • 
Gkneralty  speaking,  the  civil  branch  of  the  ser- 
vice was  thi^  reverse  of  this.  Mr.  p.  adverted 
to  the  mode  of  equipping  vessels,  and  reprobated 
the  scrambling,  which  he  had  understood  often 
took  place  for  equipmcfnts,  as  incompatible  with 
methodical  arrangement,  and  correct  distribution 
of  supplies.  It  was  wasteful  and  inconsistent 
with  regular   accountability.    It  was  not  the 
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-eoorse  porsaed  in  thenafy  yards  of  other  nations. 
The  commander  of  a  man  of  "war  in  other  coun- 
tries was  not  permitted  to  go  into  a  navy  yard; 
beconld  not  there  claim  to  have  everything  new 
on  board  his  vessel.  When  every  man  was  suf- 
fered to  manftge  as  he  wonkl,  there  was  no  secur- 
ity for  the  eo<^nomical  conduct  of  an  establish- 
tiient ;  for  the  more  anxious  was  eaoh  comman- 
der to  have  his  own  vt*ssel  etehisively  ^well 
equipped,  the  more  would  th^  public  suffer.  He 
was,  therefore,  for  adopting  some  system  of  rigor- 
ous retrenchment-^wnat  it  shonld  be  he  did  not 
know.  In  the  nature  of  the  thnig  he  wasconfi- 
ident  it  could  be  done ;  without  it  there  must  be 
mveh  waste.  At  present,  therefore,  he  was  against 
striking  out  the  frigates  from  the  Naval  Estab- 
Ushment.  A  reform  in  the  expense  was  the  great 
4!esiderattim,  not  ih^  abolition  of  the  Navy. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  would  submit  to  th6  House  one, 
eonsideratton:  the  appearance  in^hich  the  pas- 
sage of  such*  a  bill  wotild  present'  to  the  world 
lifter  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  eommenceraedt 
of  the  present  session.  For  his  own  part,  indeed, 
lie  had  deemed  it  useless  to  make  declarations  of 
national  independence,  or  to  resolve  against  sub- 
mission ;  bqt  at  the  commencement  of  the  ses- 
sion a  resolution  had  been  passed  respecting  what 
hid  taken  place  between  the  Etecqtive  and  the 
British  Minister,  and  then  Congress  had  pledged 
themselves  to  call  forth  the  whple  force  of  the 
nation  to  stand  bv  and  support  the  President. 
He  had  supposed  this' unnecessary,  improper,  and 
exceptionable  in  some  respects.  But  at  tne  same 
session,  when  the  controversy  was  chiefly  re- 
specting maritime  privileges,  if  thiey  should  not 
only  reduce  but  sell  the'  Navy,  what  would  the 
world  say,  when  tbey  had  «een  the  beginning 
and  end  of  the  lessibn?  Would  it  be  possible 
that  foreign  Powers  could  look  up  with  any  rev- 
erence to  their  atftsi  We  shall,  said  lie,  be  re- 
duced to  such  a  situation  that  even  the  apprehen- 
sion of  our  hatred  cotild  not  insure  respect  from 
foreign  Qovernments,  if  we  suffer  our  conduct  to 
be  so  completely  at  war  with  our  own  acts.  In 
order  to  possess  some  appearance  of  respectabil- 
ity In  the  estimation  of  others,  the  most  expedi- 
ont  course  would  be  to  establish  economy  and 
provide  for  a  less  profuse  distiribution  of  the  pub- 
lic moneys,  but  to  retain  the  public  afmed  ves- 
sels, that  we  may  be  in  a  condition  for  effectual 
service  whenever  it  is  deemed  expedient.  By 
this  course  we  may  save  more  of  property  as 
well  as  character  than  by  an  a'boHtron  of  the 
Navy;  and  if  we  save  both  it  is  better  than  to 
slave  the  one  and  lose  the  other. 

In  allusion  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  MtJMPORU  against 
the  bill,  Mr.  D.  said  that  in  regard  to  what  was 
fohnerly  said  respecting  millions  for  defence  and 
not  a  cent  for  tribute,  that  doctrine  was  a  very 
good  one,  but  it  had  no  connexion  with  crawling 
within  ourselves  Id  time  of  danger— with  the 
terrapmpoliey — with  drawiug  in  head  and  claws 
80  that  no  part  of  the  body  should  be  exposed  ; 
and  those  who  were  for  that  course,  (because  re- 
ally they  had  not  provided  any  shell,)  could  not 
tery  wtll  appeal  for  their  Justification  to  the  doc- 


trine of  *^  millfons  for  defence  and  not  a  cent  for 
tribtite.**  and  yet  he  belieVed  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  liiths^lf  had  voted  for  that  sys- 
tem of  terrapin  defence.  Although,  said  Mr. 
b.,  I  was  against  that  thing,  yet  there  were  men 
distinguished  for  talents  and  worth,  and  who  are 
eminent  in  the  councils  of  their  country,  who 
entertained  sentiments  widely  difierent.  This 
policy  was  borrowed  from  the  colonial  system; 
we  did  not  assume  the  spirit  of  a  nation.perbapi; 
we  recollected  what  we  had  done  before  when 
we  were  colonies,  and  perhaps  gentlemen  thought 
the  efforts  of  children  might  succeed  wbeo  t£er 
had  attained  to  manhood.  It  was  a  delasioa.  u 
gentlemen,  however,  n6i;^  ^ee  thrbuj^h  their  error, 
their  desire  to  correct  It  ought  not  to  be  eoo- 
demned. 

Mr.  BA^rrr  tvas  of  opinion  with  Mr.  D.  that 
reform  rather  than  reduction  of  the  Naval  Sstib- 
lishment  oujBtht  to  be  their  objedt.  He  was  j)i4 
to  find  that  whfen  the  Navy  Was  ^brought  iDto 
view,  other  Ideas  tham  those  of  mere  oonub^ 
began  to  be  as^olat^  with  it.  Heretofore  it 
had  only  been  advocated  as-a  means  for  the  pro- 
tection of  commerce.  Mr.  B.  s^id  be  lived  in  a 
district  whkh  was  sensibly  alive  to  the  bcaefts 
of  a  navy.  The  district  which  he  represenled 
had  within  It  more  water  than  land.  It  tber^ 
fore  became  ^jessentittl  to  the  defence  of  his  con- 
stituents that  they  should  have  a- fioatisg  protee- 
tion.  It  was  impossible,  in  the  nature  ol  thiB£s, 
that  they  could  be  def^^nded  but  by  a  fidatiigae- 
fence.  Surely  there  could  be  no  gentlettsn  in 
the  House  who  was  not  sensible  of  tbeneeettffy 
of  protection  1  It  might  be  a  ftvorite  point  ia 
a  monarchy  to  keep  the  country  nbproteeted,  tad 
thus  under  the  eontrol  of  i^e  GoveMBient,  Ht 
tht  tndtto  <of  Republics  s^uld  i>e  universal ]«•• 
lice,  equal  rights,  land  eommon  defence.  n« 
ask^d  gtBtitlemen  to  look  at  the  noagtiitude  of  tM 
object  of  defettdiof  our  seaeOasts,  #hich  cottw 
not  b^  less  than  thred  thouitattd  miles  inezMOt, 
and,  talring  into  consideration  the  si<l^^!^ 
navigable  rivers,  that  extent  would  be  ^i*^ 
If  gentletnen  would  but  for  a  moment  coaaw 
the  immense  space  'which  was  exposed,  tli«T 
wouM  see  all  the  i importance  of  securing  aiiM«- 
quate  defence.  The  Ho«se  had  been  told,M* 
certainly  very  truly,  that  there  was  a  mannnc 
force  rising  in  our  neighborhood.  The  Howe 
had  been  told,  aiso,  and  vAd  correolly,  tbOyWi 
at  least  two  large=  vessels  Were  building^  io  their 
own  Waters  for  flie  use  of  that  growing  wwititj«« 
Power.  At  the  very  ntonieot,  said  Mr.  B^  that 
We  know  that  the  Macks  of  St.  ^^^i^^ 
building  vessels,  shall  we  dispose  of  our  P«Wi* 
armed  vessels  1  Let  Me  ask'  who  will  bay  them 
when  put  into  the  market?  Who  but  Ghriswjof 
and  Petion  1  It  is  reduced  to  a  certainty  that  u 
we  put  them  now  to  the  hata^iner,  they  tn"**^ 
in  that  direction.  I  ask  gentlemen  amtmj^ 
weigh  that  considemtfOn,  ^ 

Thcf  situation  of  our  Ka^yfs  at  present  «»• 
eifently  reduced.  We  have  only  five  frigates  tn 
actual  service.  The  Ghessfp^ke,  for  want  w 
repairs,  is  now  in  harbor.    If  gtWltetoen  arc  aox- 
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ions  thai  she  should  be  laid  ud  in  oj^ioa^y^  I 
would  accord  in  it;  but  I  woula  prefer  to  leave 
this  subject,  entirely  to  the  discreiion  of  the  Ex- 
ecutive. I  knoW|  sir,  how  apt  a  proposition  of 
this  sort  is  to  be  met  by  a  suggestion  of  Presiden- 
tial confidence;  but  wiien  we  come  to  consider 
OUT  particularsituation,  that  we  are  putting  it  into 
the  power  of  the  President  not  to  add  to  the  bur- 
dens of  the  people,  but  to  relieve  theni^  that  will 
be  thought  a  sound  argument  to  justify  the  course 
of  leaving  the  whole  matter  to  the  discretion  of 
the  President.  The  wisdom  of  the  last  and  of 
the  present  Congress  has  kept  in  servic;e  five 
frigates.  We  canoot  remain  in,  session  at  all 
times;  and  we  are  at  this  momei^t  extremely 
doubtful  as  to  the  aspect  our  aflairs  will  assume 
as  to  foreign  nations.  I  would  ask  gentlem^en  if 
former  experience  does  not  warn  us  that  if  we 
have  an  accommodation  with  one  belligerent,  it 
will  but  lead  to  a  wider  breach  with  the  other? 
Bat  if  this  occurrence  does  not  take  place,  and 
every thlnf  should  turn  out  happily,  my  propqsi- 
tion  would  leave  it  in  the  power ^f  the. Executive 
to  secure  the  public  against  loss.  The  expense 
is  not  drawn  upon  iis  by  the  Executive,  but  it  is 
such  as  the  wisdom  of  the  National  Legislature 
has  thought  proper  to  incur.  Therefore  Tthink 
it  fair  to  consider  the  subjeot  in  this  way.  As 
we  ace  about  to  s^pj^rate,  and  a9  present  appear* 
an^es  would  not  wari^nt  our  giving  up  anjr  spe^ 
cies  of  protectiop,  we  shall  be  justified  in  giving 
a  discretionary  power  to  the  Executive  to  put 
down  such  part  of  the  Naval  Establishment  as 
be  may  in  future  think  it  j^stlfiable  to  part  wilh. 

1  am  not  one  of  tbose^  who  think  the  expense 
of  the  Navy  a  sufficient  argument  for  disposing 
o/  it  altogether.  I  have  been  asked  what  has 
the  Navy  done.  I  can  answer  for  a  large  portion 
of  mj  coQstituents,'that  it  has  kept  them  quiet' 
ip  imnd.  Is  it  not  important  that  the  qien  who 
live  on  th^  seaboard  should  know  tha^  we  have  a 
force  to  repel  attack  7  What  sort  of  attack  have 
"we  cause  to  expect?  A  serious  ipvasion?  Cer- 
tainly not.  The  sort  of  attack  which  we  ought 
to  ^ard  against  is  the  predatory  attack,  made  at 
a  small  expense,,  to  our  great  injury.  .If  we  do 
away  the  naval  system  entirely,  QUr  whole  sea- 
coast  will  be  liable  to  be  ravaged.  A  single  frig- 
ate, a  single  privateer,  a  single  pirate,  might  come 
into  y OUT  waters  and  injure  your  citizens  to  a 
<:oosiderable  amount.  It  has  been  mentioned, 
and  1  have  seen  an  official  intimation  of  it^  that 
two  or  three  vessels,  in  tl^e  shape  of  pirates,  had 
stopped  vessels  at  the,  mouth  of  th^  Mississippi 
The  force  now  imbodied  on  the  pcean  is  not 
niore  than  adequate  to  the  seoiirity  of  the  nation 
a^inst  predatorjr  warfare.  I  am  willing,  not- 
vithstanding  this,  to  leave  it  to  the  Executiye 
discretion  to  lessen  the  burden. 

I  regret  much  that  at  this  period  of  the  session 
-we  cannot  go  into  an  examination  of  the  expendi- 
tures the  gentleman  from  Connecticut  complains 
of.  I  think  it  proper  to  observe  that  f9r  one  I 
^hall  be  Willing  to  receive  his  assistance  ip  de- 
lecting abuses.  I  believe  the  gentleman  at  pres- 
ent at  the  head  of  the  Navy;  Ueparment  has  every 


di$p9sition  to.  correct  them.  But  at  the  same 
time  that  is  not  sufficient  for  us.  I  do  not  know, 
of  any  unnecessary  expenses,  or  I  should  bring 
them  to  public  view ;  I  do  believe  there  is  not  that 
want  of  system  which  the  gentleman  seems  to  sup- 
pose. This  much  I  know ;  that  at  all  the  navy 
yards  are  proper  officers  for  distributing  stores- 
There  all  the  riggmg,  ropes,  dbc,  &c.,  are  kept 
apart,  and,  as  far  as  a  landsman,  a  lubber  lilte 
myself,  can  judge,  appear  in  great  order. 

In  relation  to  the  smaller  vesseU  it  appears  by 
the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  that  they 
are  in  perfect  repair.  The  expense  of  sailing 
them  is  the  only  expense.  I  cannot  but  again  re- 
peat^ because  I  think  it  of  the  last  importance, 
that  the  se^curity  which  these  small  vessels  gives, 
us  greatly  outweighs  all  disadvantages  of  expense* 
If  we  can  lessen  the  expense,  let  us  do  it,  In  th6, 
hope  that  at  another  session  we  shall  be  able  to 
fin^  out  where  the  evil  exists.  It  is  generally 
said,  when  this  subject  is  under  considei'ation, 
that  we  cannot  attempt  to  cope  with  Great  Brit- 
ain. ^  B^pause  we  cannot,  are  we  to  succumb  to 
others^  To  provide  no  protection  against  small- 
er Powers?  At  this  moment  the  master  of  an, 
American  merchant  vessel  is  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  Emperor  of  China,  a  country  posses- 
sing th^  greatest  population  in  the  world,  for  the 
purpose  of  protecting  the  citizens  of  the  Emperoc 
against  some  small  pirates.  Is  there  a  fact  can 
speak  n^ore  strongly  to  us^  that,  without  soma 
sort  of  nayal  defence,  with  such  a  seacoast  as  we 
have,  (and  let  it  be  recollected,  sir,  that  our  sea-. 
coas(  is  much  greater  in  proportion  to  our  popu- 
lation than  the  Chinese,)  we  shall  beat  the  mercy 
of  the  worst  of  the  human  race  ? 

It  was  asked  what  mighty  good  the  Navv  has 
done.  Let  me  ask  the  gentleman  who  asked  tha^ 
question^  what  mighty  j^ood  our  Army  has  done 
by  land  ?    When  we  consider  the  point  of  ex* 

Eense,  let  us  consider  the  evils  of  difi*erent  sorts^ 
»et  me  ask  gentlemen  if  the  evils  depicted  to 
exist  in  Peru,  where  gold  abounds,  do  not  eqnal 
anything;  they  can  imagine  \o  proceed  from  the 
want  ofmoney?  We  must  forget  the  evils  that 
force  produces  in  the  necessity  which  exists  for 
having  it.  We  cannot  say»  because  some  evil 
resi^u.from  force,  that  we  will  not  haye  it;  for, 
if  you  have  it  not,  others  will.  Oar  own  expe- 
rience should  teach  us  the  necessity  of  it.  What 
was  the  efi*ect  of  our  eloquent  addresses,  when 
colonies,  placed  at  the  foot  of  the  British  throne? 
They  (the  British)  sent  a  fleet  and  armj  to  Bos- 
ton. They  did  not  tell  vou  power  was  right ;  but 
they  said  it  with  their  fleet  and  army.  Reason 
will  tell  us  the  same  now;  it  is  impossible  to 
meet  force  but  by  force.  The  efiects  of  navaj 
force  are  well  remembered.  It  is  well  recollect- 
ed that  in  the  Revolution  Cornwallis  marched^ 
from  Charleston  to  Virginia.  When  he  got  there/ 
a  French  fleet  was  on  the  coast.  The  very  mo- 
ment the  fleet  advanced  by  water  Cornwallis 
surrendered.  Here  was  evidence  or  the  eflect  of 
naval  force.  And  it  is  by  its  efficiency  that  we 
must  balance  the  gfeat  objection  of  expense.  I 
have  heard  it  stated  here  how  much  more  ex- 
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pense  a  sailor  is  than  a  f^oldier.  If  we  look  to 
tbe  fact,  and  contrdst  the  efficiency  of  the  two,  we 
sball  find  that  the  superior  efficiency  of  the  sailor 
greatly  outweighs  the  additional  expense.  There 
IS  one  fact,  very  strouslv  illustrative  of  this  prin- 
ciple, drawn  from  Britisii  history.  It  is  found,  by 
the  papers  laid  before  Parliament,  that  the  pres- 
ent naval  establishment  costs  seventeen  millions 
annually.  The  expense  of  tbe  arniy  is  nearlv  the 
same.  With  seventeen  millions'of  water  force, 
tbe  navy  of  Great  Britain  makes  her  mistress  of 
tbe  ocean ;  with  seventeen  millions,  tbe  land  force 
of  Great  Britain  is  contemptible.  As  concerns 
ourselves,  all  the  attack  we  can  expect  to  receive 
is  on  the  ocean  or  on  the  seacoast,  and  we  can  by 
this  fact  see  demonstrably  that  we  can  procure 
more  protection  for  a  certain  number  of  dollars 
expended  on  the  water  than  we  can  from  the 
same  number  of  dollars  expended  on  the  land. 
History  shows  that  Republics  are  alwajrs  naval 
Powers ;  and  navies  have  preserved  their  exist- 
ence. The  history  of  England,  instead  of  de-^ 
stroying  this  argument,  is  in  favor  of  it ;  the  cele- 
brated exploits  of  tbe  Dutch  confirm  it.  Eng- 
land, though  a  monarchy,  is  the  freest  in  Europe, 
and  alt  nations  have  enjoyed  the  greatest  naval 
celebrity  when  they  have  been  most  free.  A  navy 
bas  no  great  general  at  the  bead  of  it,  wielding  an 
immense  body  of  armed  men.  The  commanders 
of  ships  have  a  very  different  influence.  The 
admiral  himself  cannot  act  on  the  land.  History 
does  not  show  an  instance  where  an  attack  was 
made  on  the  liberty  of  a  nation  from  that  quarter. 
I  am  therefore  disposed  to  give  my  feeble  aid  to 
sapport  an  efficient  force  upon  the  water  rather 
than  upon  the  land  ;  and  I  believe  the  present  es- 
tablishment is  by  no  means  beyond  what  ought 
to  exist. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said,  that,  a^  his  objections  to 
tbe  Navy  went  to  the  whole  system,  he  would 
make  his  observations  at  large,  in  preference  to 
reserving  them  in  detachea  parts  on  the  various 
details  or  tbe  bill.  My  object,  said  Mr.  R.,  is  to 
endeavor  to  persuade  the  House  that  they  ought 
not  to  concur  in  the  report  of  tbe  Committee  of 
tbe  whole  House.  I  have  ever  believed  that  the 
people  of  the  United  States  were  destined  to  be- 
come,at  some  period  or  other,a  sreat  naval  Power. 
Tbe  unerring  indications  of  that  fact  were  pre- 
sented to  tis  in  a  tonnage  and  number  of  seamen 
exceeding  those  of  any  other  nation  in  the  world, 
one  only  excepted.  WheOj  therefore,  I  proposed 
to  reduce  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  it  was  nqt  for  the  pitiful  object  of  putting 
down  some  five  or  seven  gunboats  and  two  or  three 
unimportant  navy  yards,  or  of  making  the  miffhty 
reduction  contemplated  in  tbe  amendment  of  the 
^ntleuian  from  Pennsylvania.  In  other  wotrds,  it 
was  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  barely  sqch  a 
retrenchment  in  the  naval  expenditure  as  might 
enable  Government,  after  such  retrenchment  was 
effected,  to  go  on  with  tbe  aid  of  loans  and  taxes. 
We  bad  two  views  of  the  probable  state  of  the 
nation  presented  to  us  during  this  session.  The 
first  was  a  view  of  war,  in  which  case  it  was  agreed 
on  all  bands  that  loans  and  taxes  would  be  neces- 


sary ;  tbe  next  was  a  view  of  peace,  in  which  case 
it  was  believed  that  loans  and  taxes  were  UDne- 
cessary,  and  was  so  pronounced  from  the  highest 
authority  in  the  country  on  financial  conceros. 
But  now  it  seems  to  have  a  view  of  reduced  mil- 
itary and  naval  expenditure  which  does  not  obvi- 
ate the  necessity  of  loans  and  taxes.  My  object 
in  the  proposed  reduction  was  not  to  enable  the 
Government  to  get  on  with  the  aid  of  loans  ind 
taxes,  but  to  make  isuch  a  reduction  as  would  have 
enabled  the  Government  to  dispense  with  a  recor- 
rence  to  them. 

rhave  said,  sir,  that  tbe  United  States  werCL 
in  my  opinion,  destined  to  become  a  great  Daval 
Power;  and  I  have  read  unerring  indi  cations  of 
it  in  the  commercial  prosperity  of  our  coaatry, 
out  of  which  alone  it  can  grow.  But  I  beliere, 
if  any  thing  could  retard  oreveniuallydestrojit— 
if  anything  could  strangle  in  the  cradle  theinfut 
Hercules  of  the  American  Navy-^it  would  be  the 
very  injudicious  mode  in  whicn  that  power  has 
been  attempted  to  be  prematurelv  brought  into 
action,  and  kept  in  action,  during  the  two  last  Ad- 
ministrations. Again,  a  naval  Power  necessarily 
grows  out  of  tonnage  and  seanien.  We  have  not 
only  driven  away  our  tonnage,  but  have  exerted 
ourselves  with  no  Hule  zeal,-even  at  this  very  ses- 
sion, to  prevent  its  ever  coming  back.  We  bare 
not  been  willing  to  cpnsent  that  vessels  polluted 
by  the  unpardonable  sin  of  a  breach  of  the  em- 
bargo should  return.  True  it  is,  that  we  bare 
not  made  the  same  provision  in  relation  to  sea- 
men :  We  have  conc^^ved  the  guilt  rather  to  reside 
in  the  wood  or  iron,  than  in  tbe  men  who  con- 
ducted it.  But,  although,  we  h^ve  no  provisioa 
for  the  express  purpose  that  they  should  ifotretarD, 
uofortonately  they  have  not  returned;  and  the 
proof  of  this  fact  is  evinced  by  another,  viz:  that 
landsmen  are  at  this  moment  employed  on  board 
our  few  shins  of  war,  becanse  seamen  cannot  be 
procured.  Our  tonnage  and  seamen,  tben-^he 
sinews  of  naval  power — are  wounded  by  oar  owa 
measures,  to  a  considerable  degree.  Again ;  it 
has  always  been  understood,  according  to  my  viev 
of  the  subject,  that  one  of  the  principal  uses  of  a 
navy  was  td  protect  commerce ;  but,  our  politi- 
cal rule  for  some  time  past  has  been  that  oflnverse 
proportion,  and  we  nave  discovered  that  com- 
merce is  the  natural  protector  of  a  navy.  The 
proof  of  this  is  found,  if  not  in  every  act  of  this 
House,  certainly  in  most  of  the  speeches  delivered 
on  this  floor.  I  need  only  allude  to  a  speech  made 
by  a  colleague  of  mitie.  (Mr.  Gbolsoh,)  who  usQ- 
ally  sits  on  my  right' band,  a  few  days  ago,  in 
which  he  stated  that  the  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce was  specially  given  by  the^ Constitution  to 
the  United  Stales — not  as  a  means  of  raisins  rev- 
enue, equalizing  duties  throughout  the  Uoiied, 
States,  and  making  all  in  fact  one  family—bat, 
that  it  was  put  into  the  hands  of  Congress  as  a 
scorpion-whip  to  bring  the  other  nations  of  the 
world  to  our  terms;  that,  by  turning  away  the 
light  of  our  countenance — the  sunshine  pf  ourcom* 
mercial  bounty— they  might  wither  jnd  decay. 

I  bad  always  thought  too,  sir,  that  the  revenue 
which  a  Naval  £stabiL9bi|ient  naturally  calls  for 
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«ta  to  be  foonded  on  commercial  greatness ;  in 
other  words,  that  commerce  was  to  gire  us  reve- 
nne^and  revenue  was  to  support  a  navy,  which  in 
retorn  was  to  protect  cotomerce.  Bu^  it  seems 
we  bare  changed  all  this — we  hare  perverted  the 
whole  coarse  of  procedore-^and  whyl  Sir,  shall 
we  keep  np  an  expensive  Naval  filstabiishment, 
necessarily  driving  us  into  loans  and  tavee,  for  the 
protection  of  a  commerce  which  the  GK>vernment 
Itself  says  we  shall  not  iSarry  on  i  and  when  mem- 
bers of  this  House  tell  us  that  the  natural  protec- 
tion of  commerce  is  the  annihilation  of  it  ?  The 
Mavf  has  now  become  a  sort  of  fifth  wheel  to  the 
political  coach,  and  I  am  unwilling  to  keep  it  up, 
at  this  expense,  on  theie  grounds. 

if,  sir,  the  c6nstruction  which  I  have  uken  of 
Che  sense  of  the  Hpuse  and  of  the  Government  be 
not  correct,  whence  comes  it  that  we  have  such 
cases  before  Us  as  that  of  Daniel  Bock  ?    Whence 
comes  it  that  we  hear  of"  Treasury  matructions, 
not  issued  in  the  first  instance  fcv  the  purpose  of 
expouodiaga  law  touching  the  clearances  of  ves- 
sels, that  uniformity  may  prevail  in  the  different 
districts,  but  supplementary  instructions,  beeom- 
iog  In  practice  the  aotnal  law  ef  the  land  ?    In 
other  words,  if  my  construction  be  not  correct, 
whence  cooms  it  that  every  principle  formerly 
called  federal — every  principle  of  Executive  en* 
crgy  arid  power-*has  been  strained  of  late  to  an 
extent  heretofore  onparallc4ed  ?    Whence  comes 
it,  that  in-  the  archives  of  this  Assembly,  we  find 
copies  of  licenses  given  by  the  Bxecnttve  power 
of  tbe  nation — to  do  what  ?    To  permit  one  part 
of  ibis  Confederacy  to  supply  another"  part  with 
bread!     We  have  had  Executive  licenses,  gra- 
atotisly  permittiog  that  a  portion  of  our  citizens 
akooid  not  starve  while  the  rest  were  revelling  in 
pAraty,  and  sufiering  for  want  of  a  market !    Let 
tie  auppose,  that  in  the  fragments  of  history  of  the 
ancientnationsoftheeart^of  those  periods  which 
are  most  involved  in  obseufity,  we  should  find 
an  Imperial  rescript  to  this^flfect,  what  would  be 
the  inevitable  conclusion  of  the  historian  1    That, 
if  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Cbvernment  could 
«l  pleasure  starve  one  part  of  the  people  while 
another  was  rioting  in  plenty,  that  the  individ- 
ual who  held  this  pcrwer  was  the  greatest  despot 
oo  earth,  and  the  Government  a  purely  unmixed 
dea|iotisai«     But,  sir,  it  would  be  improper  to 
draw  any  such  cooclusiott  here,  because  we  are 
the  most  enlightened  people  on  earth^-'I  believe 
we  have  placed  that  on  record.    It  was  nothing 
hat  the  protection  of  the  Navy  of  the  United 
filiates,  and  a  desire  of  avenging  tbe  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake — for,  among  ail  the  causes  of  the  em- 
bar^,  we  hear  of  none  oftener  than  tbe  attack  on 
the.  Chesapeake^— it  was  nothing  but  a  defence, 
not  only  of  the  commercial  interestti.  but  of  tbe 
nav^al  strength  of  thenation,  which  created  thisdic- 
tatofship  in  the  person  of  the  Chief  Magistrate. 
It  Was  not  that  we  are  naturally  more  prone  to 
slATerv  than  others,  but  it  was  for  the  preserva- 
tioo  Of  oar  national  defence,  (if  that  be  not  posi- 
tively opposed  to  national  defence  which  costs 
ftior  millions,  and  which,  when  Greek  meetA  Greek, 
aad  tha  togof  war  cames,  muKtakeirefoge  ondei 


such  meaaores  as  those  1  have  mentioned.)  No, 
si4^;  my  4>bjeet  in  the  bill  which  I  presented  to 
the  House  was  a  gfc'eat  one:  it  was  to  enable  us  to»> 
dispense  with  a  loan  to  the  acknowledged  amoaht: 
of  $5,150,000— to  enable  us  to  dispense  with  UiJh 
ation,  to  an  amount  which  no  man  can  calculate, 
(if,  indeed,  the  system  which  passed  ibis  House 
was  constructed  to  bring  in  revenue  at  all.)  Ft 
was  not  a  little,  paltry  affair  of  reducing  a  cduple 
of  navy  yards ;  not  to  bury  the  dead,  who  have 
been  already  interred  in  the  marshes  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi ;  not  twice  to  slay  the  slain :  it  was  for  a 
great  public  object.  Really,  sir.  the  reduction  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  f  Mr.  SMtLie)^ 
reminds  me  very  forcibly  of  an  incioent  which  is^ 
said  to  have  uken  place  at  the  discovery  of  the 
gunpowder  plot  When  commissioners  were  sewl 
into  the  Parliament  vaults,  to  examine  into  the 
situation  of  the  gunpowder  and  combustibles  col- 
lected together  for  the  purpose  of  blowing  up  the 
King,  the  Parliament,  and  the  v^hole  coDstitution. 
they  returned,  and  reported  that  they  bad  found 
fifty  barrels  of  gunpowder ;  that  they  had  removed 
five-andntwenty  barrels,  and  humbly  trusted  that 
the  remaining  five-and-t wen ty  would  do  no  harm! 
This  is  preoisely  the'reductlon  which  the  Com- 
mittee and  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania 
have  agreed  to  make.  It  is  a  reduction  which 
will  aot-do  any  effectual  service,  and  J  therefore 
hope  the  House  will  not  accord  in  it. 

But,  we  are  told  that  great  and  gigantic  events 
in  Europe  are  to  be  arrestedr  That  which  the 
British'' navy  eannot  do,  I  suj^pose,  or  that  which 
the  combined  Continental  forces  opposed  to  her 
cannot  effect,  is  to  be  decided  here  by  three  frig- 
ates; for  that  is  precisely  the  extent  to  ivhich,lf 
I  understand  him,  he  is  willing  to  so.  It  seems, 
we  are  also  to  sufibr  a  total  loss  of  the  ships'  to  be 
sold,  they  being  unfit  for  every  other  purpose. 
Are  they  unfit  for  the  Bast  India  trade  ?  Was  not 
the  first  vessel  which  ever  doubled  the  Cape  of 
Qood  Hope,  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States, 
the  old  frigate  Alliisoce  9  And  would  not  these 
vess^s.  if  sold,  be  purthased  for  that  and  for  other 
purposes  ;  more  especially  when  we  consider  the 
uiia»ense  loss  of  tonnage  which  the  United  States 
h4ve  sustained — I  win  not  say  how,  but  when — 
within  the  last  two  years?  But  this,  if  well  found- 
ed, would  be  no  objection  with  me  to  the  reduc- 
tion of  tbe  Navy.  I  am  willing  to  put  a  clause 
in  the  bill  to  authorize  tbe  President  to  give  the 
frigates  away,  if  he  cannot  sell  them.  My  ob- 
jection to  the  expense  is  not  merely  to  pounds, 
shillings,  and  {)ence— not  merely  to  the  counting-  ^ 
boose  calculation— but  to  expenses  utterly  incom- 
mensurate to  the  object  to  which  those  expenses 
profess  to  go,  and  to  a  «yst^m  of  or^nized  public 
plunder,  if  we  agree  to  make  this  reduction, 
however,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Virginia^  (Mr.  Babsett,)  foreigners 
will  purchase  from  us  ships  of  the  best  construc- 
tion in  the  world,  on  the  best  terms.  I  believe,  if 
the  i^entleman's  knowledge  on  the  state  of  our 
public  ships  was  ad  accurate  as  perhaps  it  is  On 
other  subjects,  be  would  hardly  suspect  foreign- 
ers of  coming  to  o^r  jnarkets  for  the  purpose  ef 
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bvyiDglbose  ships  to  aDnoyotrroommefoe.  Who 
will  become  the  purchasers — Great  Britain  ?  Af* 
ter  baviog  given  her  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
tons  of  your  shipping  now  sailing  under  the  Brit* 
ith  flag,  and  manned  her  navy  with  your  seamen 
driven  from  )rour  employment,  do  you  believe  the 
Admiralty  will  send  across  the  Atlantic  to  buv 
the  hnlks  rotting  at  the  nary-yard ;  ot  would  it 
be  a  formidable  accession  to  the  British  navy, 
especially  when  four  of  these  vessels  are  abso- 
lutely unfit  for  any  purpose  whatever?  I  pre- 
sume that  even  the  Emperor  of  France,  if  it  were 
an  object  with  him  to  have  these  famods  modtds 
of  naval  architectut^  at  Antwerp,  would  hardly 
Tenture  to  purchase  them,  and  run  the  risk  of 
getting  them  across  the  ocean.  I  conceive  you 
could  hard ly  get  insurance  done  on  them  at  PhiU 
adelphia  or  Baltimore.  The  idea  of  keeping  these 
Tessels  is  absolutely  idle,  unless  gentlemen  are 
disposed  to  send  their  commerce  on  the  ocean,  and 
emjpioy  force  in  the  protection  of  it.  ' 

Sir,  I  am  extreiaely  exhausted  already^-aod  I 
presume  the  House  are  fhlly  as  fatigued  with  me 
as  I  am  with  myself— but  I  will  endeavor  to  go 
^ong  with  my  loose  remafks.  The  pan^Tnc 
which  the  gedtieman.  from  CoAneatMUt  (Mr. 
J>ana)  has  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  tlte  Amer- 
ican naval  officers,  I  have  not  the  least  indisposi- 
tion to  subscribe  to,  so  &r  as  my  knowledge  will 
permit  me  td  go.  As  far  as  ray  infomation  ex- 
lends— as  far  as  I  have  the  pleasure,  at^  I  may 
add  the  honor,  of  being  acquainted  with  those 
gentlemen — there  is  no  class  in  society  whom  I 
think  mor^  hiffhly  deserving.  And  I  did  hope, 
when  the  gentleman  went  into  this  eulogium  on 
the  one  band,  and  inference  at  least  of  censure  on 
that  which  he  has  been  pleased  to  term  "TheStaff 
of  the  Navy"— ))ut  which  I  suppose  I  may  as- well 
call  the  dm  branch,  who  have  the  control  and 
management  of  the  civil  service  ;  not  the  men  who 
ficht  the  battles,  but  who  pocket  the  greatest  part 
of  the  emoiument»«that  he  would  have  been  more 
particular.  Sir,  I  do  know  that  comparisons  are 
extremely  unpleasant,andi»o  consideration  would 
induce  me  to  go. into  themj  especialiy  afiter  the 
observation  of  my  friend  before  me,  (Mr.  Ma«on,) 
but  the  discharge  of  an  imperious  public  dttty. 
I  can  have  no  hopes  of  deriving  anything  further 
than  experience  from  the  past  Administrations. 
It  is  to  make  use  of  tills  experience  that  i  call  the 
attention  of  the  House  to  the  comparative  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  under  the  several  Adrainis^ 
trations. 

I  find,  from  the  Treasury  statement  in  my  hand^ 
made  on  the  5ih  of  this  month,  that  the  Navy, 
under  General  Washington's  administration,  cost 
,$1,100,000;  that  during  the  four  years  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams's administration,  it  cost  $9,700,000,  in  round 
numbers;  that,  in  the  eight  vears  of  the  succeed- 
ing Administration,  it  cost  $12,700,000*  I  make 
these  remarks,  becaus^  the  statement  differs  from 
that  ma,de  by  the  worthy  gentleman  (torn  Con- 
necticut in  this  respect;  that,  when  he  made  the 
expenditure  under  the  last  Adminislration  to 
amount  to  fourteen  millions,  he  did,  in  my.<^in- 
ion,  improperly  saddle  that  Admin istraiion  with 


the  expenditure  of  the  year  1801,  vis :  $2,111,4M, 
authorized  and  voted  under  Mr.  Adams's  adaiii- 
istratioift.  From  the  mere  glance  at  thii  paper 
it  will  be  seen,  that  from  1801  to  1808,  theexpek- 
iture  fell  from  the  above  sum  of  $2,000,000  to 
$900,000,  marking  distinctly  the  retreockmeBt>st 
the  period  of  Mr.  Jeflferson's  accession.  The  first 
year  properly  chai|^ble  to  the  last  Admiaistra' 
tion  IS  that  succeeding  the  one  in  which  thef 
came  into  office,  vi2:  18^2.  I  find,  also,  from  c 
comparison  of  the  statenaents  in  the  same  dooo- 
meat,  that  the  most  extravagant  year  of  theiee- 
ond  Administration  was  the  year  1800— the  yeir 
after  I  first  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  House- 
when  the  expenditure  amounted  to  $3^448^714 
The  most  extravagant  year  of  the  last  Admiiis- 
tration  was  the  year  succeeding  its  going  oat  d 
office,  the  expenses  of  which  were  incurred  ani 
voted  by  it,  viz:  to  the  amount  of  $2,4)37,758. 

Against  the  administration  of  Mr.Adama,I,ii 
common  with  many  othm,  did  and  do  yet  eatl^ 
tain  a  sentiment  of  hostility,  and  have  repeatedll 
cried  out  against  it  for  extravagance,  aodforpto- 
fnsiott,  and  £ar  waste — wanton  waste^of  the  pa^ 
lie  resources.    I -find,  however .  upon  cossidaa- 
tion — whether  from  the  naiure  ol  man,  or  Irott 
the  nature  of  things,  or  from  whatever  other  caiM 
—that  that  Administration,  grossly  extraraftat 
as  I  did  then  and  still  do  behave  it  to  have  beea, 
if  tried  by  the  criterion  of  tiieaneoeediagoD^wai 
a  pattern  of  retrenchment  and  economy;  9iid  I 
ask  the  House  to  put  the  question  to  tbenseir^ 
whether  we  are  likely  to  see,  at  any  futore  pefiod, 
an  Administration  more  eeonpmfcai  thaa  that  of 
which  we  have  just  now  taken  leave  ?   And  tui 
I  say,  without  meaning  to  caat  the  sltghtert  10- 
nutation  on  the  present.    The  person  now  at  tae 
head  of  affiurs,  Aas,  at  least  in  one  respect,  tm- 
ducted  himself  in  his  hi^h  office  in  a  spirit  ditf 
to  my  heart — it  is  lite  spirit  of  a  gentlemaOi  The 
first  suasion  of  Congreas  under  the  h^lMmm 
tration  was  a  period  of  retnencbmebt.    Thitv 
the  session  of  last  summer  out  of  the  question,  aai 
this  must  be  the  sesaion  of  reform  under  the  pref 
enC    Have  we  an  y  reaaon  to  conclude,  fromw^ 
we  have  seen  or  heard,  that  we  can  look  forviN 
to  any  foiicj  hiore  economical-  than  that  of  the 
Adminutrhuon  of  wWh  we  have  just  ts^t 
leave ?    I  wish  it  to  be  clearly  understood, that* 
the  year  1800,  in  which  our  expenses  Masoium 
10  $3,448,060)  we  had  three  44-gun  frigates;  tf 
frigates,  from  44  to  32 ;  two  of  S^  of  a  large  ftit«; 
four  of  32^  smaller^,  eight  front  33  to  20$  thf«| 
sloops  of  war  and  four  brigs,  from  18  to  16;  w 
five  brigs  and  schooners,  Irom  14  to  12  gtnt' 
employing  a  total  of  7,296  seamen.    This  AdflVt* 
istration^  too,  it  shoold  be  remarked,  not  only  hoiit 
every  frigate,  every  vessel  of  respectable  force- 
yes,  sir.  built  them  from  the  stnmp— which  the 
United  Scatea  now  have,  but  many  others*  whieh 
have  been  since  sold, -and  the  proceedrof  whieh 
have  gone  into  the  Treasury.    At  this  lime,  that, 
when  the  United  States  haa  thia  formidable  fiDiee 
afloat;  when  nearly  8,000  seamen  were  enplaT<<l> 
(I  know  the  doeumenta  only  slate  7^300,  bat  latt 
told  fiom  the  beat  authority  llaere  were  nanrlf 
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8/NM>;)  wbeo  our  fluf  at  leut  tminpl>e<l  ia  our 
owaseas;  vben  we  bad  Dothipg  of  that  Mraena 
of  drawing  within  our  ahell^  which  the  gemUncMiD 
fiem  Coooecticttl  so  justly  derides ;  whoa  we  bad 
not  leacbed  tb^  soft-shelled  state  io^  which  we 
were  pkeed  by  th^  ooa-iDlecooorse  law  i — at  that 
Ikoe,  the  Nary  of  t^  United  States  cost  nearly 
three  millions  and  a  half,  makioff  for  each  sea* 
mab  about  $472.  I  kuow,  air,  that  these  stater 
moots  are  dry,  but  ihej^  ar6  useful  in  proportion 
aalbeyaredry.  Acoordiof  to  the statena^ot  which 
aay  colleague  (Mr.BASSBTT)  has  made,  and  which 
he  has  loTd  you  not  only  came  from  the  Secre- 
ti^ry  of  the  Nary,  but  was  in  the  Secretary's  own 
haodwriting,  the  numberofseameu  which  fie  had 
last  year  in  employ  was-2,723,  which  cos^  the  na- 
tion $2,427,000— for  each  mao  employed,  wichio  a 
trifle  of  99001  Now,  sir,,if  every  seamaq  under 
the  last  Administration  cost  double  4he  erpense 
which  was  iuonrred  for  the  same  qi»b  under  the 
paeceding  one,  if  the  same  system  is  coutioued, 
we  hare  no  reason  to  doubt  (ha;  the  seamen  next 
year  will  cost  double  of  their  pr^eat  expeoee. 
But,  even  suppose  the  expense  to  remAiia  the  same 
a«  it  now  k,  will  the  Representatives  of  the  Amter- 
ieau  people  agree  t^  maintaiti  a  Aaval  focco  which 
eosis  us  $900  (within  913)  per  man,  the  Use  of 
which  no  mao  has  auieiapted  to  guesa,  much  less 
to  deoaotttrate  I 

I  wish  to  be  iuilulged  in  a  little  fart&er  <^eoa- 
pajrative  polkica(  eeoaomy.  I  believei,  niir,  that 
the  saiiie^ood  results  in  politics  from  eompar- 
iog  the  merits  of  differeut  A<ltiuniatratioAs,  that 
rasuUa  is  medieioe  and  suvgary  from  the  dissecr- 
tion  of  the  human  bady«-tbat  they  are  fairly  to 
be  tried  by  the  same  rules.  I  fiad,  iben.  that  in 
the  year  1800  the  estimated  pay  of  the  offiicers  is 
0391,000.  aud,tha&  the  eatimated  pay  of  the. sea- 
men in  the  same  year  is  $818,000.  And-  y«t;  sir, 
hf  the  estimate  now  before  Ae,ao4  which  any 
icentleman  cau  turn  to,  made  for  the  y.ear  1800, 
ihA  tuhsisteace  of  the  officers,  tbeir  pay,  aud  that 
df  the  seamen,  amounts  only  to  $296,0(X)--*^  sum 
fea%  by  nearly  $100,000,  than  the  estimated  pay 
•lone  of  the  ofiicers^ia  1800-*fffbi)le  the  expenses 
of  chawhote.fiUtablisbmenta^piroaohfiDf  the  last 
yea£  within  $1,000,000  of  the  expeuse  of  the^yaar 
fiiat  maatioued.  1  aca  at  a  loaa  to  aoe ount  (or 
theae  manifest  inconsisteiiciee,  and  I  mi^ht  say 
aoieoisms,  in  our  political  arithmetic.  We  have 
m  Navy  whieh  we  are  t^ld  employs  2,700  men, 
whieh  costs  within  a  third  as  much  as  a  Navy 
employing  ueariy  8,000  men,  a^d  yet,  when  we 
oeme  to  covipare  the  great  obje<;ts  of  expense— 
to  wit:  pay  aud-  s^ibsisteoce  of  the  officers  and 
aeattieA,  the  reward  of  vaWr  and  merit— we  find 
•  eoatraat  whioh  I  beUeve  no  man  in  this  House 
ia  prepared  tQ  explain. 

Mow,  sir — for  ^e  whole  subjeoC^  thank  Gkd,  is 
BOW  before  us-vlet  us  look  at  the  expenses  of  the 
Iforiae  corps.  I  have  always  understood  that 
nariaes  were  necessary  in^  proportion  to  the  ex- 
teittof  the  Navy-^thatsuch  a  force  is  put  on  board 
of  e^ery  ship  of  such  a  number  of  guas.  I  find 
thai  in  the  year  1800,  when  we  had  nearly  forty 
ahipa  of  wajr  ia  eomnission,  mauaed  with  nearly 


8,000  men,  the  expenses  of  the  Marine  corps 
amounted  to  $162,000;  and  in  1809,  when  we  have 
ten  or  fifteen  vessels  of  all  sorts,  manned  with 
2.300  seamen,  tbe  expense  of  the  Marine  corps 
amounts  to  $211,000.  And  yet,  sir,  if  we  look  at 
the  items,jhcre  does  not  seem  to  be  a  very  great 
variation  between  ^me  of  the  most  important — 
for  instance,  I  find  that  the  clothinff  in  1800  was 
estimated  at-  $33,000,  in  1809  at  but  $32,000-^ 
and  yet,  the  troops  who3^  clothing  costs  $1,000 
less,  cost  in  the  aggregate  $50,000  more.  But,  if 
we  look  at  some  of  the  items  of  this  account,  we 
shall  be  struck  at  once  with  the  dififereope.  The 
pay  and  subsistence  for  instance  in  18Q0  was 
$102,000,  in  1809  it  was  $160,000.  I  have  been 
at  the  pain§,  even  to  note  the  prices  of  the  most 
material  articles  of  provision,  and  find  that  in  the 
old  estiinate  beef  is  rated  at  $13,  pork  at  $14,  and 
fiouT  at  $10  per  barrel.;  while  in  the  last  year  the 
same  articles  stood  in  the  estimate  at  $14,  $18, 
and  $8.  The  material  itrticle  (flour)  being  much 
lower  than  in  1800,  and  the  market  value  of  the 
others  also,  Ibelieve  the  inference  would  neces- 
sarily follow,  tliat^he  subsistence  ought  to  have 
been  cheaper.  But,  sir,  look  at  their  estabUshmeot 
at  the  navy  yard,  and  I  believe  we  shall  want  no 
ghost— 7CertainIy  no  argument  of  mine^— to  show 
the  cause  of  this  difference  of  expense. 

Then  comes  the  navy  yards.  Of  these,  that  of 
Washington  alone  has.co&t  nearlv  one-l^alf  of  the 
sum  expended  oa  them  all..  Well  o^ght  my  colr 
league  say  it  wasworth  as  much  as  the  wholcj 
when  it  had  cost  as  n^uich ;  when^indeed,  we  have 
witnessed  a  considerable  town-*and  the  most 
flourishing  town,  too^  ii)  this  wide  r^on  called 
the  Cily.oJf  Washiflgson — built  out.oflhe  pubUp 
Trea8urj[. 

V  Yes,^sir,  we  have  economized  until  we  abso- 
lutely tiave  redu&ed  the  annual  cost  of  a  seaman 
from  $472 — ^m  it  was  under  the  very  wasteful  exr 
penditure  of  Mr.  Adams's  administration — down 
to  the  moderate  sum  of  $887 !  We  have  econo- 
mized until  a  paltry  fleet,  consisting  of  vessels 
built  to  our.  hand — to'  say  nothing  of  those  that 
have  been  sold,  and .  the  warlike  storey  of  which 
have  been  retained  and  preserved;  which  flee$ 
wfis  built,  equipped,  and  every  cannon  and  itnpl|er 
ment  of  war  purchased  under  the  old  Admioisr 
tration— has  cost  us  $1^000,000,  when  it  cost  the 
preceding  Administration  but  $9,000,000 !  Is  this 
no  argument  for  reduction  ?  The  gentleman  from 
Connecticut  fMr.  Dana)  tells  you  he  do^s  not 
wish  an  annihilatioUrhut  a  reform  of  the  Naval 
Establishment.  Sir,  as  long  as  a  single  chip  re- 
mains in  that  navy  yard,  you  will  never  see  any- 
thing like  reform;  as  long  as  vou  have  a  chip  of 
publu^  property— one  chip  of  live  oak  beloaging 
to  the  United  States — you  will  have  a  man  riding 
in  his  carriage,  with  a  long  retinue  and  deputies 
and  clerks  to  take  care  of  it.  Aodysir^if  the  gen- 
tleman from  Connecticut  does  not  mean  utterly 
to  disgust  the  people  of  the  United  States  against 
a  navy — if  in  truth  he  is  a  friend  to  a  navy — he 
ought  to  join  and  put  dawn  this  navy  yard,  and 
not,  with  my  friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mn 
i  M4C0N,)  k«ep  it  up,  ix^  hopes  th6  enortnity  ot  the 
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evil  will  at  some  time  or  other  correct  itself. 
Among  the  many  reasons  offered  to  this  House 
for  retaining  the  various  parts  of  this  Establish- 
ment, no  one  said  a  word  in  favor  of  the  Marine 
corps— that  went  stib  silentio — but  a  great  deal 
was  ^aid  in  favor  of  Washington.  We  vere  told 
that  our  fleet  might  be  Copenliagened^  and  that  it 
was  therefore  necessary  to  stow  it  away  here. 
We  also  heard  of  the  grear  press  of  work  in  the 
large  towns — of  the  mercantile  employ  which 
there  came  in  competition  with  that  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.  I  believe  sir,  that  our  workmen,  and 
men  of  all  descriptions,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest — I  speak  of  subordinates — have  long  ago 
foiind  the  truth  of  the  old  proveri),  that  **The 
King's  chaff  is  better  thaQ  oth^r  men's  corn." 
But  it  seems,  that  in  order  to  ^et  a  commodity 
cheap.  We  are  not  to  go  where  it  is  to  be  had — 
oh  no,  tJiere  is  competition ! — but  we  must  bring 
worktnen  here  in  tb^  mail-coach,  by  which  con- 
veyance I  understand  not  only  live  stock  for  the 
navy  yard,  but  copper  bolts,  and  such  light  arti- 
deSy  are  sometimes  brought,  I  suppose,  to  ^et  out 
of  the  way  of  competition — competition  in  the 
markets  of  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  where 
they  are  bought  at  private  sale.  In  ihis  way,  have 
8eamen,^in  some  instances,  been  conveyed;  and 
unquestionably  every  material  of  ship  timber  and 
naval. store  has  been  repeatedly  brought  from 
Norfolk  to  this  place  at  an  immense  cost,  worked 
op  here  by  men  collected  from  Baltimore,  Phila- 
delphia, d^c*,  in  order  that,  so  worked  up,  it  might 
go  Dack  to  Norfolk^  there  to  Remain.  Bat,  sir.  if 
our  object  really  be  to  prevent  om  fleet  from  be- 
ing CopenhagenedjWe  had  better  put  it  above  the 
Falls  of  Niagara.  -.There  it  wpuld  unquestiona- 
ably  be  most  secure,  unless  the  party  on  the  other 
side  of  the  lake  should  fit  out  a  fleet  to  attack  it ; 
in  which  case,  I  suppose,  we  must  resort  to  ano- 
ther series  of  measures  similar  to  those  lately 
adopted'  for  the  protection  of  comm^ce  aiid  the 
Navy.  An  embargo  to  protect  ship* of  war  !  This 
is,  indeed  putting  the  Cart  before  the  horse.  We 
are  to  have  a  navy  for  the  protection  of  bom- 
meree, and  all  our  measures  in  relation  to  it  are 
calculated  on  the  basis  of  keeping  it  (poor  thini?  ! 
like  some  sickly  child)  out  of  harm's  way !  On 
the  same  principle  of  economy  on  which  the  navy 
yard  is  kept  up  Dere^  viz:  for  fear  that  merchants 
and  others  should  come  into  competition  with  the 
Government,  I  presume,  we  have  sent  abroad  for 
Workmen  to  carry  on  the  public  building.  If 
the  navy  yard  is  to  be  kept  up  here  merely  that 
it  maybe  under  our  eve.  I  would  hunibly  suggest, 
sir,  that  we  first  pluck  out  the  beam  that  has  so 
long  blinded  us.  We  need  only  to  do  that  to  see 
this  building  falling  to  pieces  oyer  our  heads ;  and 
yet  an  enormous  appropriation  is  called  for  to- 
wards finishing  it,  which  I  have  no  doubt  my 
worthy  colleague  (Mr.  Lewis)  will  press  very 
^strongly  before  the  close  of  the  session. 

I  had  forgotten  the  gunboats;  and  perhaps  the 
best  notice  which  can  be  taken  of  them,  is  that 
which  is  taken  on  some  occasions  of  other  things 
— to  pass  by  them  with  contempt.  They  are  not 
worth  bringing  into  aecount,  except  for  their  ex- 


pense. •  Children  must  liave  toys  and  baitbles, 
and  we  must  indulge  outselves  in  an  expense  of 
many  millions  on  this  ridiculous  playthingl 

Butj  sjr,  the  sale  of  our  superfluous  vessels  met 
with  the  high  objection  that  they  were  to  be  pur- 
chased up  by  Christophe  and  Petion.and  that  the 
constituents  of  my  colleague  (Mr.  BA88BTT)ate 
to  be  terrified,  if  not  into  bodily  fear,  at  least  Mt 
of  their  peace  of  mind,  bv  these  vessel;  and, it 
the  same  time,  we  are  told  that  Chrbtophe  wis 
in  such  good  cre'idit,  onlv  forty  miles  ofi*,  that  res* 
sels  are  4yuilding  at  Baltimore  for  hts  use;  ni 
yet; sir,  no  gentleman  has  brought  forward  a  biH 
making  it  penal  to  supply  these  barbariaDS  vith 
ships  of  warand  warlikife  stores.  In  other  woHs, 
sir,  to  avoid  Ihe  possibility  of  Christophe  aod  bis 
seamen  fonnderinron  board  these  rotten  hoiks, 

§y  colleague  would  much  rather  drive  him  ime 
altimore,  where  he  can  purchase  good  ressels, 
which  will  answer  his  purpose  much  better  tbtii 
these  frigates,  which  the  barbariana  would  DOt 
know  how  to  manage,  and  which  are  not  ealfli- 
latedjfrom  th^ir  great  draught,  for  predatory  wt^ 
fare  in  the  West  India  seas.  My  worthy  eoHeifw 
has  given  us  a  curious  illustration  of  the  soperi- 
ority  of  naval  over  military  force,  by  compariif 
the  navy  of  €hreat  Britain  wHh  her  army.  l«p- 
pose,  if 'the  argument  were  retorted  on  tny«ol- 
league  by  a  comparison  of  the  army  of  Bocaparte 
with  his  navy,  he  wotiW  say  that  the  same  amooal 
was  not  there  expended  upon  the  navy  as  «poi 
ttie  army ;  whereas  in  Sogland,  the  araooot  of 
money  expended  on  each  is  equal.  Butjdoesnol 
my  colleague  know  that  one  and  the  chief  cw« 
of  the  superiority  of  the  British  navy  over  tbe 
army,  is,  that  in  the  navy  men  rise  by  meitt— ibii 
they  do  not  get  in,  to  use  a  sreaman's  phrase^ «t 
th^  tfabin  windows— and  that  the  army,lf  wcp»e 
credit  to  the  Parliamentary  Inyestigatioo,  »  t 
mere  sink  of  cbrroption — a  mere  engflie  of  pt" 
tronage— a  place  in  which  a  corrupt  commaadei- 
in-chief  acts  according  to  his  tile  pleasure,  aa* 
the  pleasure  of  all  the  pimps  and  parasites  w 
herlots  who  environ  him.  This,  sir,  is  the  caose 
of  the  superiority  of  the  naval  over  the  militt'T 
force  of  Great  Britain.  Btit,  when  the  Briiipb 
navy  shall  Itave  effected  what  the  armies  of  other 
nations  froija  time  immemorial  have  done— whei 
it  shall  have  subjugated  whole  contineute— ll«* 
will  I  agree  in-  the  superior  power  of  navafo''' 
military  force.  I  have  no  hesitation  in  safiuf 
that  1  would  rather  vote  for  naval  than  milittrT 
force,  and  h  i«  because  a  naval-  force  has  not  the 
same  power  as  ft  military  one.  I  hav€  never  httw 
of  a  despotic  power  created  by  a  naVal  force, 
unless  perhaps  in  the  chiefiatU  of  a  band  of  piraWfc 
But.  it  would  appear  that  the  polities  of  oT 
unfortunate  friend  from  North  Carolina,  (Mr. 
Stanford,)  whosita  near  the  Speaker, are  a  aieij 
counting-hoose  business  of  pouadK,  shillings,  aw 
pence,  or  dollars  and  cent«;  that,  io  ftct,  th« 
spirit  of  lucte  is  transferred  from  the  wartho«i» 
and  counting-rooms  of  the  merchants  to  «*»*^ 
bacco  fields  and  cotton  plabiations  of  the  Soolh- 
em  plaittters ;  and  that,  to  such  a  pitch  has  tw 
patriotism  of  the  mereanttk  elaas  riaen,  that  tiiey 
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are  reallf  readf  to  sacrifice  one-balf  of  their  pro- 
perty for  the  protection  of  the  GoTerntnent  of 
their  country.  If  the  gentleman  from  New  York 
(Mr.  Mumford)  will  permit  me,  I  will  protest 
against  this  idea.  I  have  once  before  protest) 
in  company  with  that  gentleman,  and  1  hope  he 
will  permit  me  to  protest,  even  when  I  ha?e  not 
the  sanction  of  his  respectable  authority.-  With 
regard  to  the  politics  of  iriy  worthy  fViend  from 
North  Caroltoa,  I  recollect  very  well,  in  the  days 
which  were  called  the  days  of  profusion,  patron- 
age, and  terror,  his  politics  ^ere  not  of  that  min- 
ute and  microscopic  g^ade  that  no  scale  could  be 
^dnated  snflScieatly  low  to  measure  them ;  that, 
if  his  republicanism  was  a  matter  of  pounds^  shil- 
lings, and  pence,  then  and  now,  it  was  not  that 
sort  of  republican i9m  which  was  too  cheap  to  be 
measured  by  the  value  of  the  smallest  known  coin, 
eren  by  a  doit.  I  really  (eti  something  like  sym- 
pathy with  the  gentleman  from  North  Garolioa— 
and  It  is  not  at  all  to  be  wondered  at  i  for  the 
republicanism  of  that  gentleman  used  to  be  that 
Which  I  always  have  professed — and  if  the  remark 
applfed  to  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
who  i  believe  is  not  yet  quite  out  of  the  pale  ot 
the  political  church,  how  much  more  foroiblf  did 
it  apply  to  an  unpardonable  political  sinner  like 
myself!  With  rc^qiect,  sir,  to  this  patriotism,  or 
tins  repuMicanism^  that  has  leA  the  tobacco  fields 
and  cotton  plantations,  and  taken  up  its  dwelling 
in  the  eoun tins-house,  I  beg  leave  to  exprees  mr 
doubt  of  the  fact.  I  never  have  had  tnat  hign 
opinion  of  the  mercantile  cla^s  expressed  by  some 
gentlamen  in' this  Hou^e  I  think  of  th^m  as  of 
other  men — that,  in  proportion  to  the  temptations 
to  which  they  are  exposed,  ao  are  they  virtuous 
Or  otherwise.  But,  sir,  I  have  not  and  cannot 
have  confidence  in  a  man  to  whom  theffreat  Bm« 
peror  has  given  a  paternal  squeeze,  whose  prop- 
erty is  sequestered  at  Bayonne  or  St.  Sebastian — 
I  disclaim  anything  like  personal  allusion;  I  speak 
of  a  class — I  cannot  have  the  confidence,  on  the 
subject  of  eor  forefgn  relations,  in  a  man  so  sit- 
uated, that  I  can  have  in  the  planter  or  farmer 
whoa^  property  ir  growing  on  his  land  around 
the  house  in  which  he  niehtly  sleeps — and  why  ? 
Because,  mtdatitr  mutandw.  I  should  not  have  the 
same  confidence  in  myselfT  I  should  not  believe 
it  posasible,  if  I  had  rich  cargoes  under  aequestre- 
tion  in  France,  that  I  could  vote  free  from  the 
bias  which  the  jeopardy  of  that  property  would 
throw  on  my  mind. 

Sir.  I  have  been  very  irregulat,  because  I  have 
been  compelled  to  follow,  not  the  current  of  my 
own  ideas,  but  the  objections  started  by  gentle- 
men in  different  quarters,  and  (as  it  is  the  fash- 
ion to  express  it)  on  different  sides  of  the  House, 
whom  I  have  found  united  against  the  bill  as 
reported  by  myself.  I  would  ask.  in  a  few  words, 
if  we  ought  to  continiie  this  BstablishmeDt  in  its 
present  state  ?  I  ask  if  it  is  necessarv  1  For  the 
expense  of  a  naVy  has  been  proved  to  be  in  inverse 
ratio  to  its  utility.  To  what  purpose  do  we  keep 
up  the  Marioes^^another  branch  of  the  Batab- 
lisbment  7  If  I  am  correctly  informed,  these  men 
are  willing  to  run  away  whenever  they  hava  a 


chance  to  desert — if  they  can  get  an  opportunitv — 
and  I  am  willing  that  they  shall  quit  the  service; 
without  being  exposed  to  be  brought  to  a  ooori 
martial  for  desertion.  Nothing,  indeed,  was  said 
on  the  subject  of  the  Marine  corps,  when  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  (Mr.  Key)  mored  to  strike 
out  the  whole  section  of  the  bill.  Fertile  as  the 
gentleman  may  be  in  reasons,  he  did  not  offer  one* 
He  must  have  supposed  it  to  be  perfectly  correct 
that  a  marine  establishment  should  be  kept  up 
for  a  navy  employing  2,700  seamen,  more  expen- 
sive than  the  same  establishment  for  a  navy  em- 
ploying nearly  8,000.  It  was,  indeed,  facetiously 
urged  in  the  select  committee,  as  a  reason  why 
thmTmen  should  be  retained,  that  they  came  to 
this  iioose  regulafrlv,  on  .Sundays,  to  serve  the 
Lord^-to  assist  at  tne  weekly  pageant  here  per- 
formed. Sir,  far  be  it  from  me  to  say,  or  even  to 
think,  with  the  Protector  Cromwell,  that  this  is 
a  House  where  the  Lord  has  not  been  served  for 
many  years.  But,  permit  me  to  state,  thai  in  our 
country,  it  is  the  practice  to  pay  no. man  out  of 
the  publio  purse,  even  for  advocating^^the  cause  of 
other  people  with  the  Most  High,  much  Itts  for 
advocating  fab  own.  In  other  words,  that  when 
men  with  us  serve  thcvLord,  they  do  it  at  their 
own  expense. 

We  >  have  heard  to^ajr,  air-^aad  I  hope  the 
report  to  (Congress  at  their  next  session  will  ver- 
ify Jt--ibat  a  grant  of  power  to  the  Bxeeutive  in 
relation  to  any  subject — sav  borrowing  of  mooejr 
— *doea  not  necesnarily  imply  jin  exercise  of  tlM 
power*  We  have  heard,  too,  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  power  devolved  on  the  President  of  the 
United  Statea,  by  the  bill  authorizing  hina  to  bor* 
row  toiin  amount  of  upwards  of  five  millions  of 
dollars,  which  this  day  passed  this  House,  to 
enable  the  Government  to  get  along,  we  shall  at 
onr  next  session,  probably  be  presented  with  the 
joyful  tidings  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  make  use 
of  the  power,  at  lea$t  in  its  full  extent;  but  il 
dependa  upon  our  own  act,  whether  jlhis  expeota* 
tion  be  realized  or  not.  We  are,  in  this  instance 
at  least,  of  that  desoripUon  of  prophets  who  have 
it  in  their  power  to  bring  about  the  event  they 
predict.  And  I  do  earnestly  hope  that  the  House 
will  not^  by  a  disagreement  with  the  report  of  the 
select  committee,  insure  the  defeat  of  their  hope—* 
the  nonfulfilment  of  the  prediction.  1  hope  we 
shall  take  up  the  subject, and  go  throu^  with  it; 
that  weahail  account,  and  account  rationally  too, 
for  some  of  the  facts  at  least  which  I  have  pre- 
sented to  the  House  this  day,  in  terms  extremely 
defective,  I  know  ^  but  the  time  was  shortr-now 
or  never— and  I  presented  them  in  the  only  mode 
in  which  I  could  possibly  do  it. 

In  the  course  or  my  observations,  I  think  I  for- 
got to  mention  that  when  the  United  States  kept 
forly  sail  of  armed  vessels  afloat,  and  employed 
8,000  seamen,  we  had  no  navy  yards  at  all.  If 
we  had,  there  must  have  been  some  exttaordinary 
oversight  committed  by  the  then  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  $  and  I  believe  politicians  were  not  any 
more  apt  then  than  now  to  omit  any  items  of 

Eublie expense:  they  crowded  in  all  they  could* 
a  the  estimate  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  there 
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is  no  item  of  that  expense.  I  hope,  if  the  Houae 
a^ee  (which,  God  forhid!)  to  so  much  of  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  retaias 
the  frigates  and  ships  of  war,  that  thef  will  at 
least  eoDsent  to  put  down  the  navy  yard  at  this 
r^e,and  break  down  thesupemumerary  Marines. 
Keally,  sir,  I  am  fond  of  music,  but  I  do  not  mean 
lo  grant  $211  000  of  the  people's  money  aanuallv 
Ibr  a  soDg.  I  hope  at  least  that  the  Marines  will 
be  redaced,  aad  that  w«  shall  retain  at  least  not 
more  navy  yards  than  ships.  What  would  an 
honest  Dutchman  in'  the  West  think  of  a  raaa 
who  kept  as  many  stables  as  horses,  and  those  of 
the  most  expensive  construction,  too? 

I  have  done,  sir.  1  have  endeavored  to 'discharge  ^ 
my  duty.  No  man  is  more  sensible  of  a  failare 
in  the  manner  than  I  am ;  but  I  will  thank  any 
one  to  convince  me  of  the  utility  of  a  navy,  ac- 
eording  to  the  doctrines  and  practice  of  (he  new 
aehool,  and  to  facts,  as  far  as  they  have  been  slabad. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  said  that  his  colleague  could  not 
always  adhere  to  the  principle  that  it^as  his  duty 
lo  ferret  out  every  error.  Brror  is  the  lot  of  hu- 
man nature,  said  Mr.  B.,  and  no  one  is  infallible. 
Give  a  small  authority  to-day,  and  it  will  increase 
to  an  unexpected  amount  before  to-morrow^  I 
am  authorized  to  state  tbat  such  has  been  the 
ease  in  the  Navy  Department ;  that  under  the 
late  Secretary  of  the  Navy  large  expenses  had 
been  iocarred ;  and  that  before  he  leit  fab  office 
he  commenced  a  redoction  of  them.  Since,  the 
pTfeenc  Secretary  (Mr.  Hamilton)  has  been  in 
office,  the  expenditures  have  heei^  much  reduced^ 
In  the  navy  vard  at  this  place,  for  example,  a 
permanent  reanction  has  been  made  id  the  ex^ 
peases  to  the  amount  perhaps  of  30,  or  JtO  per 
eent.,  and  a  very  considerable  reduction  also  as  to 
immediate  disbursements.  It  U  never thelesa  our 
duty,  after  the  suggestions  that  have  been  made, 
to  commence  a  thorough  invesUgatioo,  apd  I  can 
only  regret  that  the  subject  has  been  introduced 
to  our  attention  at  so  late  a  period  of  the  session^. 
Instead  of  regretting  what  has  been  said,  I  am 
glad  of  it,  and  hop^  khai  at  an  early  period  in  the 
next  session  an  investi|^lion  will  be  made.  With-^ 
out  any  particular  direction  of  the  House,  the 
committee  of  the  Naval  £stabUshmeat  thought 
it  their  duty  to  examine  the  whole  establishment 
at  the  na?y  yard  in  this  city.  All  the  good  ex- 
pected from  doing  so  was  to  convince  t^em  that 
the  eye  of  the  Government  was  upon  them.  1 
am  proud  to  say  that  not  only  myself,  but  every 
gentleman  of  ike  committee  with  me,  was  mucn 
pleased  with  the  appekranoe  of  thin|:s  as  they 
stood.  It  was  not  in  our  power  to  investigate 
minutise.  On  visiting  the  establishment  of  the 
Marine  corps  we  saw  everything  in  order;  we 
saw  the  armory  establishment,  wherein  we  dis«< 
covered  that  arms  which  had  been  injured  were 
usefnllv  and  handsomely  repaired.  As  well  as 
we  could  discover  by  the  eye,  everything  was  plea* 
fling  to  my  mind— *and  one  innovation  in  disciplfne 
in  the  Marine  corps  gave  me  very  great  satisfao- 
tioB,  viz:  the  substitution  of  solitary  coofiaemeol 
for  personal  chastisement.  In  the  jwvy  yard^  the 
expense  of  which  has  been  taaah  complained  o^ 


wie  saw  great  piles  of  useful  bqUdiags.  Tkm 
were  not  constructed  without  cost.  Tke  preMst 
establish nvent  thece,  in  addition  to  siore^houtei. 
&c.,  consists  of  an  extensive  forgery,  where  all 
the  iron  work  for  the  navy  is  done,  a  lead  fooa- 
dry,  a  brass  foundry,  whece  articles  are  nadeout 
of  worn  out  old  metals,  which  otherwise  would  be 
of  no  use,  I  was  de^^irous^  both  for  mf  owa  io* 
formation  as  well  as  that  of  the  House,  to  pro- 
cure an  account  of  the  work  done  at  the  oarf 
yard,  to  compare  it  with  the  expense— foe  tbat  is 
th^  only  way  of  fairly  estimating  the  value  of  the 
establishment;  but  tne  time  alloted  to  us  dariog 
this  session  is  not  sufficient  to  attain  that  ob^ 
Some  facts  I  will  aUo  mention,  which,  tboogh 
nov  from  aii  official  source,  are  known  .to  meat 
matter  of  fact^  vi^ :  that  the  vesAels  now  ia  ser- 
vice have  been  ^ately  repaired  in  ao  complete  a 
manner  that  they  are  worth  more  than  wbea 
they  were  buiU.  The  President,  the  Uaited 
States,  the  Chesapeake,  Essex,  John  Adams,  and 
others,  were  repaired  at  the  iMvy  yard  at'  thii 

eace,  besides  the  Coogreas,  now  repairing.  Then 
Lve  been  several  small  vessels  also  built  here. 
In  short,  r4>eiieve  tbat  since  the  esiablishmeatof 
the  na?y  yard  here,  there  has  been  but  one  rssael 
repaired  anywhere  but  at  this  yard.  The  Con* 
stttutioa  was  repaired  at  Boston*  Wbea  ve 
ceme  to  get  the  account  of  the  expenseaof  that 
ship's  repairs,  and  compare  t)^m  with  du  ex- 
penses oi  repair  at  the  nayy  yard  in  this  city, we 
shall  know  how  ro  appreciate  that  object.  A  Ml 
examinaiiion  of  it  would,  I  feel  convinced,  en* 
tirely  reooaciie  us  to  the  grei^(  amount appi^eaily 
expended  . here.  A  remark  made  by  thegeQi|e> 
man  fro;n  Connecticut  (Mr.  Daha)  hare  w^o 
with  great  force:  that  it  was  indispensably  neces- 
sary to  economy  that  there  should  be  system  and 
order;  and  how  shall  we  accomplish  tha;  obiect 
but  by  regi^arly  established  navy  yards  1  Cm 
you  h%ve  ecoaonpy  when  you  go  into  market  to 
bid  for  what  you  want  7  Pan  you  except  sjf 
tern  and  order  unless  you.  pay  for  it  2  You  caAr 
not.  Money  is  well  laid  put  if  it  Se  done  witi> 
honesty  an4  integrity,  to.  pay  for.  sysfem  and  reg- 
ulerity. 

I  did  npt  ye$  ipention  onie  particular  fact  on 
the  sul^ect  of  nava|  eg uipnv^aMf,  which  I  should 
have  done,  in  the  article  of  sail  cloth,  makiag  an 
immense  difference  in  th^  expenditure  of  1799 
and  1809.  The  geptlemen  acquainted  with  the 
prices  at  these  times  could  inforo^  the  Com^ttf 
thiLt  the  difierence  in  the  pri^  of  sail  duck  a 
bomewhere  about  100  per  oent^ 

I  will  ipention  another  fact :  that  although  the 
President  hjas  power  to  employ  5,000  seamei|,be 
baa  employed  but  2,700  men,  who  have  received 
bounties.  Sound  economy  would  authofi^  ^ 
retaining  them  a  few  monjihs  longer,  till  we  come 
here  again  in  the  fall,  till  we  know  whether  it  be 
proper  to  disband  them  or  not. 

Although  friendly  to  a  luval  for^:^  I  am  not  for 
keeping  up  any  ffreat  naval  force  when  there  h  no 
appearance  or  danger.  At  the  oresent  cti'I  time, 
when  everything  is  uncertain,  I  ^nof  not  for  giv- 
ing up  one  single  atom  of  deience,    If  gentlem^ 
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will  bat  cast  their  eyes  along  our  seacoast,  a  ad 
look  at  our  unprotected  waters,  at  the  situation  of 
my  particular  district,  they  would  like  me  feel 
the  necessitv  of  some  floating  security ;  they 
would  feel  the  value  of  that  peace  of  mind  neces- 
sary to  me  and  to  my  constituents.  With  these 
observations  I  shall  dismiss  the  subject. 

Some  further  remarks  were  riiade  by  Mr.  M A- 
CON  and  Mr.  Randolph. 

The  question  was  stated  on  concurrence  with 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  in  striking  out  so 
much  of  the  bill  as  directs  the  unconditional  sale 
of  all  tbe  frigates  bat  three. 

Mr.  Randolph  called  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
this  question,  considering  it  the  pith  and  marrow 
of  the  business;  and  as  the  vote  would  show  who 
were  the  Nary  and  who  the  anti-Navy  men  in 
the  House. 

Mr.  Smilie  said  it  trould  be  ren^embered  that 
his  object  in  voting  to  strike  out  this  part  of  the 
bill  was  to  introduce  the  amendment  he  had  of- 
fered in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  viz :  to  place 
the  Navy  on  the  same  footing  as. in  1806. 

The  following  were  the  votes  on  concurrence 
with  the  Committee  in  striking  out  soiiiu€h./>f 
tbe  bill  as  relates  to  tb^  if igates — yeas  76,  nays 
32: 

Ysat^WftUis  AktoB,  junior,  WiUiaM  AnlerMm, 
David  BwO,  BwwjbU  Bassett,  itdaa  Bo^^  James 
Biecksnndgs,  John  Brown,  Robert  Bfown,  William 
A.  BoTwell,  William  Butler,  Joscy^  Calhoun,  John 
Campbell,  William  Chamberlin,  John  Clopton,  Qr- 
chard  Cook,  James  Coz,  WilUsm  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  James  Emott, 
William  Ftndley,  Meshsck  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gan- 
nett, Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Wfl- 
liam  Hale,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Benjamin  Howard, 
Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M. 
Jehnson,  Walter  Jones,  WjHiMn  Kennedy,  I%ifip  B, 
Key,  Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  Junior, 
JdhnLtfre,  AaMn  Lyle,  Yteeent  Matlikews,  Archibald 
MeBfyds,  Alecnttfdtor  MeKJn,  PleosMit  M.  Miller, 
WiHiaBMilkion  JofarMbnlgoriMy,  Nickolaall;  Moore, 
ThMncn  Moofe»  JsNonah  Moirswv  Onrdo»  6.  Mm- 
§n4,  Jokuk  fiichclmiu  Joseph  Peaison,  Jolm  Port«, 
JoMh  Qtamtf^  Mm  Rhea  ef  TeMM^M*  Matthias 
Ricbards,  J#hn  RoaBe^  Brastos  Bool,  Ebensaer^aie, 
ThoaMwSammoiis,  DeanisBaieH,  John  Bailia,  Geosi^ 
8auth«  John  Smith,  &eary  Southard,  John  Stanley, 
John  Thompson,  Uii  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior, 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian .  K.  Van  Rensselaer, 
James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  Robert  Witherspoon. 

Nats— Eaekiel  Baoon,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
Blaiadell,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Coch- 
imn,  John  Davenport,  junior,  William  Elv,  Daniel 
Hetster,  James  HoUand,  Jacob  Hu(ly,Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley, 
Timothy  Pitkin,  Junior^  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Ran- 
dolph, John  Ilea  of '  Pennsylvania,  Adam  Seybert, 
Samael  Shaw,  Daniel  ShefTey,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard 
SCa&fbrd,  Jacob  Swoo|>e,  Bamuel  Taggart,  Benjamin 
"Mlmadge,  John  Taylor,  3abez  Upham,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert  Whitahill. 

So  that  part  of  the  tnll  was  struck  oat. 

The  first  section,  which  requires  the  dismissal 
of  all  the  seamen  in  service,  except  so  many  as 


sufficient  to  man  three  frigates,  d^.,  was  struck 
out — ayes  60. 

The  next  amendment  made  by  the  Committee 
was  to  insert  "  Washington'*  amofig  ihe^  navy 
yards  to  be  retained. 

The  followinfij  were  the  yeas  and  nays  on  con- 
currence with  the  Committee : 

YsASr-William  Andeisop,  David  Bard,  BurwsU 
BassoU,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breck- 
enridge,  John  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Can^ 
bell,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  Orchard  Cook,  Jas.  ^ 
Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard  CutU,  William  Fmd- 
ley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Benjamin  Howard,  Jacob 
Hufty,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones,  Philip  B.  Key, 
Herman  Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  John 
Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Mari- 
on, Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  Wflliam 
Mtlnor,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas 
Moore,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph  Pearson,  John  Portw, 
John  Rhea  of  l>0nne8see,  John  Roane,  Erastus  Roo«, 
BbeneterBage^  Daniel  Sheffsy,  Dennis  Sneh,  O^rge 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henrys  Southard,  John  T^lor, 
J^hn  Thompson,.  Uri  Tnugr,  Charles  Tames,  jonigr, 
d  Van  r  "    "       '^ 


Af<^Bbak}  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.   Van , 

James  WQson,  Richard  Wimn,  Robert  WitherspoM. 
—68. 

NATS-'WilMs  Alsteo,  jnnior,  Ezekiel  Baeon,  IhaM 
BUdsdoU,  Robert  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell,  WilUam 
Butler,  WiUiam  OhamberUn,  Matthew  Clay,  James 
Coclffan,  Samuel  W.  D^,  Joseph  Desha,  WiUiam 
Ely,  James  ^toott,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Good- 
wvn,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  William  Hale,  Nathaniel  A. 
Haven,  Daniel  Heister,  Richard  M.  Johnson,  WUliam 
Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyle,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald 
McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Gordon 
S.  Mumford,  Thomas  Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun., 
Elisha  R.  Potter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Riehardit,  Thomas 
Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  SmiHe, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  SUnford,  John  Stanley,'  Jacob 
SwoOpe,  Samuel  Taggart,  Jabez  Upham,  Robert  Weak- 
ley, and  Robert  WhitehiU-4e. 

So  the  navy  yard  at  Washington  is  among 
those  to  be  retained. 

The  next  amendment  i«ras  to  strike  Out  the 
section  of  the  bill  which  reduces  the  Marine 
Corps  to  two  companies. 

Mr.  RANnoLPH  said  on  recurring  to  the  docu- 
ments he  found  the  price  of  the  ration  in  1800  to 
have  been  28  cents,  whilst  in  the  last  year  it  was 
but  20:  so  that  rations  were  now  nearly  a  third 
cheaper  than  they  were  nine  years  aeo,  and  the 
difference  in  the  expenses  of  the  NavalEstablish- 
raent  was,  therefore,  the  more  unaccountable.  I 
had  also  taken  it  for  granted,  said  Mr.  R.,  that 
my  colleague  (Mr.  Bassett)  was  right  in  hia 
statement  of  the  seamen's  wages  being  only 
eight  dollars  ner  month.  BDt,  sir.  here  is  ft 
statement  on  tne  subject— and  I  only  wish  that 
in  the  estimate  of  last  year  we  had  had  the  same 
valuable  details  as  there  are  in  the  estimate  of 
the  year  1^0— for  the  estimate  in  relation  to  tbe 
Navy  Department  for  tha-last  year  is  most  shame- 
fully dencient,  as  I  could  demonstrate  if  the 
House  bad  time  and  patience  and  1  had  lungs. 
I  find  that  there  it  in  this  esthnate  of  1800  a 
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miDute  and  detailed  statement  of  every  item  of 
expense.  Instead  of  the  wages  beius  eight  dol- 
lars then  and  twelve  now,  as  my  coUeague  has 
been  told,  the  pay  was  then  for  able-bodied  sea- 
men seventeen  dollars  per  month,  ordinarv  sea- 
ma  twelve,  and  boys  eight;  so  that  this  saving  in 
the  pay  does  not  account  for  the  monstrous  dif- 
ference. I  have  not  lime  to  examine  into  the 
mitiele  of  duck,  but  1  believe  the  gentleman's 
duck  will  not  swim  any  more  than  the  rest  of 
his  arguments. 

1  trust,  sir,  that  the  House  will  not  agree  to 
the  report  of  the  committee  for  this  reason.  Re- 
ferring to  these  documents,  I  discover  that  in 
1800,  when  we  had  nearly  8,000  seamen,  we  had 
890  marines;  and  in  the  year  1809,  when  we  have 
only  2^700  seamen  employed^  we  have  agreeably 
to  estimate  p/recisely  the  same  number  of  890 
marines.  It  would  appear  that  something  has 
iaken  place  to  render  this  species  of  force  pecu- 
liarly valuable,  or  that  these  gentlemen  possess 
a  very  successful  art  of  keeping  inf,  of  not  going 
out  with  others.  And,  air,  when  i  recollect  the 
statements  which  I  have  heard  on  ihis  floor  and 
the  sources  whence  some  of*them  have  probably 
been  derived,  I  am  not  at  all  surprised  that  this 
navy  yard  and  this  Prctorian  camp,  and  every- 
thing connected  with  it,  should  keep  up  to  the 
old  height  when  everjrthiog  elie  baa  diminished.. 
Biffht  hundred  and  ninety  men !  Call  them  900, 
and  you  have  one  marine  for  every  three  seahien. 
I  have  no  doubt^  if  the  House  act  on  the  princi- 
ple on  which  they  have  done  heretofore,  that  we 
shall  have  very  polite  assurances  that  these  men 
are  of  the  greatest  imaginable  service  and  have 
wrought  wonders  in  defence  of  the  country,  but 
I  cannot  for  my  soul  understand  bow  this  spe- 
cies of  force  goes  to  ^uict  the  mind  of  my  col- 
league or  of  his  constiMiepts  on  the  Chesapeake. 

I  have  done  my  duty  on  this  sulyect,  sir, 
From  whatever  motive,  of  that  motive  I  am 
alone  the  human  judge.  I  have  acted  the  part 
of  a  real  friend  to  the  Administration  of  this 
Government.  Like  my  friend  from,  North  Caro- 
lina, I  belong  to  that  "  faction**  which  brought 
bifn  from  a  minority  to  a  majority  on  the  very 
ground  I  now  occupy.  I  have  heard  before  of  a 
people  being  their  own  worst  enemies— but  what 
shall  w^  say  to.  an  assertion  that  persons  selected 
from  the  people  for  their  wisdom  and  discretion, 
should  be  their  own  worst  enemies?  Is  it  to  the 
interest  of  the  Administration  that  these  abuses 
should  continue,  and  that  loans  and  taxes  Should 
be  resorted  to  to  cover  them  ?  Who,  sir,  are  the 
true  friends — I  do  not  speak  of  motives — who  in 
fact  are  the  true  friends  of  Administration  ?  Those 
who  move  to  abolish  and  retrench,  or  those  who 
persevere  in  keeping  up  such  establishments  and 
resort  to  loans  and  taxes  to  defray  the  expense 
of  them?  Are  you  willing  that  any  part  of  the 
loan  authorized  by  the  act  which  unhappily 
passed  this  House  this  morning  should  be  bor- 
rowed for  the  purpose  of  keeping  up  as  many 
marines  as  were  deemed  necessary  in  1800,  fbr 
treble  tl|e  amount  of  naval  force— and  we  then 
said  it  was  a  Oovernment  of  profusion  and  pat* 


ronage — yes,  sir,  we  heaped  a  great  deal  of  op- 
probrium and  many  bard  epithets  on  it  lam 
just  as  tired  now  of  maintaining  idlers,  and  dis- 
solute idlers  top,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  mj  pro- 
perty as  I  was  when  I  "first  came  intoCoDsress— 
and  I  care  not  whether  it  be  under  the  Adminit- 
tration  of  a  President  called  Republican,  or  oft 
man  palled  a  Federalist.  I  could  repeat  (he 
very  words  then  used.  I  do  say  tbitt  1  nefersee 
one  of  those  useless  drones  in  livery  crawling  oa 
the  face  of  the  earth  that  my  gorge  does  not  rise- 
that  I  do  not  feel  sick.  I  see  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  maintain  sturdy  beggars  in  np  as 
well  as  beggars  of  another  descnption  ia  UmeL 
I  have  as  much  respect  as  any  one  for  the  maa 
who  risk^  his  life  in  his  country's  service— and  I 
have  shown  itf  but  the  man  who  has  drawooa 
a  livery  and  quartered  himself  on  the  pablicb^ 
cause  he  has  not  sufficient  capacity  to  get  a 
living  elsewhere,  I  will  not  foster.  The  ebaB^e 
may  be  rung  to  the  end  of  time — gentlemen  may 
talk  about  pounds,  shillidigs,  and  pence,  u  longat 
they  pleAse,  but  these  men  shall  never  bare  a 
single  cent  of  money  with  my  consent.  I  wish 
every  ploughman  in  the  country  could  come  aod 
see  these  people,  keeping  equipages,  living  inspleii- 
dor,  in  palaces  almost — I  hardly  know  fire  meaia 
Virginia  who  could  afford  to  live  in  such  a  hoose 
if  their  fathers  had  left  it  to  them,'  much  lesif 
they  had  it  to  build,  as  some  of  these  people 
occupy  at  the  public  cost.  But  because  this  pro- 
position for  reduction  is  made  by  a  somebodfj 
the  cut  of  whose  fkce  or  the  cut  of  whose  coat 
we  do  not  like,  we  are  to  go  on  maiotainiog 
these  locusts  for  spite.  U  is  impossible  to  pre 
vent  the  people  from  reading  this.  It  maybe 
said  these  are  Federal  lies.  Ten  years  ago  the 
same  things  were  said  to  be  Democratic  lies; 
but  they  were  tested  by.  tbe  most  enlighteoed 
among  the  people,  and  found  to  be  truth— erea 
the  story  or  Jonathan  Robbios  was  thea  all  • 
Democratic  lie.  You  are  to  keep  up  the  sane 
number  of  marines  that  Mr.  Adams  kept  up,  bit 
you  maintain  them  at  one foQTtli  greater  eipense, 
w^en  not  a  nan  who  heara  me  can  pretead  to 
designate  the  aer  vice  (hey  perform.  I  'know  f  oi 
may  be  told  these  tnarines  may  be  useful  on  thip- 
boarc^  which,  however,  has^no  relation  to  the 
question  before  the  House.  *  The  qoestioa  i», 
how  many  marines  are  necessary,  and  in  what 
battles  are  they  employed  ?  Recollect,  sir,  that 
in  this  estimate  of  the  expenses  of  these  marioei, 
the  Prcetorian  camp  erected  for  their  accommo' 
dation  'is  tiot  taken  into  question — nor  do  I  be 
lieve  there  is  a  man  in  the  House  who  can  gaei> 
within  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  what  it  has 
cost.  I  cannot — I  do  not  even  know  the  author- 
ity under  which  it  was  built.  I  suppose  it  wv 
erected,  like  some  other  public  buildings  vith- 
out  law,  fov  authority  unknown  to  the  law.  T^ 
sir,  and  this  is  the  place  for  Aaron  Burr  aod 
such  choice  spirits.  When  they  wish  to  turn  os 
out  of  the  House,  where  da  they  look  hot  to  mea 
who  are  incarcerated  and  would  run  away  ftt  a 
bare  invitation,  much  more  would  follow  a  mili- 
tary leader  to  plunder,  to  office,  to  cordons  and 
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icgioBs  of  honor?  I  oaooot  conseot  to  retahi 
i&tt.  1  feel  iodigoAnt — I  feel  movrtified  at  the 
condiict.of  that  part  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tijres  ealliDg  itself  Repuhlican — beQfiaae  I  believe, 
»r,  that  the  hint  givea  by  iffy  worthy  friend 
from  North  Carolina,  has  been  taken  by  thegeni 
tlemea  of  another  denomination,  and  they  have 
thrown  their  weight  so  equally  on  both  sides  as 
to  poise  the  balance — they  have  worked  a  sort  oi 
political  equation  there.  Yes^'siry  we  most  have 
fifty  per  eeo^  inierease  of  the  present  ad  valorem 
taxes,  and  an  additioniU  third  dpon  molasses 
and  browa  togar,  upon  the  ariicUs  an  which 
the  poorest  families  on  the  seaboard  make  their 
daily  meal— *a«d  in  return  we  shall  have  a  map, 
the  texture  of  whose  coat,  whether  honftespaa  or 
imported,  you  cannot  tell  lor  the  gold  lace  with 
wlueh  it  is  eotered,  and  an  esj^bhrnent  of 
marines  at  an  expense  of  more  tha^n  two  hundred 
thousand  doUars— and  whpm  to  protect?  To 
protect  the  constituents  of  my  worthy  colleague, 
in  the  enjoy fment  of  their  peacoiof  mind^?  When 
yon  consider' in  whtit  manner  every  claim  of 
merit  is  treated  4a  this  Houser-rwhen  you  con* 
sider  the  poverty  and  misery  in  which  thousands 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States  Iktej  from  whose  earnings  you  daily  take 
a  part,  I  hct>e  you  will  pause ^nd  reflect  before 
you4iepMe  of  one  doit  of  this  sum  on  soehob* 
jeels.  Why,  sir,  should  a  poor  man  iahering 
oat  of  doors  not  be  suffered  to  take  iiis  breakfast 
or  give  it  to  bis  children,  without  paying  a  tax 
to  the  Gk>Ternment,  in  order  that  the  man  who 
does  not  labor;  and  whose  head  is  of  no  more  use 
to  the  eommunily  than  hta  arms,  should  lirein 
idleneaa? 

But,  onibrtonately  for  myself,  I  have  been 
here  toalong— I  have  seen  tne  profits  made  by 
iadividiiale  with  no  other  visible  resolirces  than 
the  cheese  paribgaaod  camUe-eoda  of  the  Qof* 
emment ;  and  it-hns  got  Xo  that  Aowtthat  arery 
branch  of  our  estabHshmants  has  become  a  de* 
|»artmen^— we  ha^re  almost  got.  a  door-keeping 
department  not  only  in  this  House  biH  elae#here. 
BiK  ail  I  hmtb  said  is  wrong,  very  wion|^we 
are  ail  Republicans,  all  Federalists*— all  is  rights 
this  is  ail  an  idle  clamor,  made  to  effect  a  given: 
purpose.  Sir,  I  might  go  on  and  compare  these 
two  books  of  1800  and  1809,  and  take  p^  every 
item  of  expense,  military^  naval,  or  civil— rthe 
civil  brandi  of  the  Army  as  well  as  the  military^ 
the  civil  as  well  as  Che  naval  branch  of  the  Navy-r 
ihey  are  all,  all  alike.  In  this  book  ( the  eatima  te 
of  1800)  is  such  a  detailed  statement  that  the 
value  or  every  ration  ia  stated,  and  the  amount 
of  force  in  detaU.  What  ba^e  #e  here,  in  the 
estimate  of  last  year?  in  relation  to  the  Navy 
yon  iiave  some  tmree  orfdur  pages,  i  really  had 
not  a  conception,  till  I  came  to  examine  it^  that 
there  could  be  a«eh  a.difibrence  between  tl|e 
estimates  of  1800  and  1809.  Pot  if  I  am  over- 
ruled, which  1  think  highly  probable  from  the 
appearance  of  things,  we  shall  have  the  satisfao* 
tion,  in  case  I  return  here  next  year,  and  Mesi^rs. 
Pepin  and  Breadmrd  give  their  attendance^  of 
fine  band  M  nausie  to  eatetiain  thm  andicftce- 


and  for  this  undoubtedly  th'e  good  people,  the 
fishermen  of  Marblehead,  and  the  .planters  of 
Virginia,  will  be  proud  to  pay  $260,000.  But 
this  is  all  rightr-it  is  all  Republicanism  I  All 
Federalism! 

Mr.  W.  Alstok  spoke  in  favor  of  reducing 
them,  and  lyiessrs.  Lyon,  McKim,  Bassbtt,  and 
Dana,  against  it.    -       .. 

The  question  c^  concurrin|^  with  the  Commit- 
eee  in  striking  out  this  section  was  decided  in 
the  affiroaative— yeas  49,  nays  43,  as  follows : 

Tbas — William  Anderson,  Bnrwetl  Bassett,  Adam 
Boyd,  James  Bredienndge,  John  Brown,  William 
Butler,  Jpaeph  Calhonn,  John  €#ftmpbell,  John  Clop- 
ton^  Jahieo  Gox,  William  Giawibrd,  Richard  potts, 
Samnel -W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  James 
KoMtt,  William  Findlej,  Gideon  Gardner,  Thomas  R. 
Gold,  William  Hals,  Nathaniel  A.  Haven,  Richard 
Jaekson»  junior,  WaUer  Jones,  Philip  B.  Key,  fiorman 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior^  Matthew  Lyon* 
Alexander  McKim,  ricasant  M.  MiUer,  William  Mil- 
nor,  JoI^Q  Montgomery,  NichoIas.R.  Moore,  Gurdpn  8. 
Mumfbrd,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Josiah^ 
Quincj,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Eras-  ^ 
tus  Root,  Ebcnezer  Sege,  Thomas  Sammons,  George 
Smith,  John  Stanley,  uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jun., 
Archibald  Yan  Hor^,  Killian  K.  Van  Renssielaer, 
James  Wilson,  and  Robert  Witherspoon. 

NjTs-^WilHs  Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Baoon,  Wi|. 
liara  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdeN,  Robert  Brown,  Mat- 
thew Clay^  Howell  Cel^,  James  Cochran,  John  Dat- 
enpoFt,  jmiior,  William  Ely,  Meshaek  Franklin,  David 
B.  Garland,  Thomas  ^  Glrabon,  Petersen  Ooodwyn, 
Daniel  Heister,  Jacob  Hufty,  Richard  M.  Johnson, 
William  Kennedy,  'Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macen* 
Robert  Marion,  Bamuel  McKee,  Thomas  Moore,  Jere- 
miah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  fohn  Randolph, 
John  Reaof  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  Samuel 
Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith, 
Richard  Stanford,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel  Taggart, 
Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  George  M.  Troup, 
Jabex  Upham,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton, 
Robert  Whitebill,  and  Richard  Winn. 

.'  Bo  the  section  for  reducing  the  mariiies  was 
strictten  out...  .  ' 

A^moiion  having  been  made  by  Mr.  RANnpi#pa 
to  amend  the  bill  lo  asto  disbftnd  thonMifler  com- 
nuadoHia  now  beloagiog  to  the  Navy. 

Mr.  MqKim  said  b^  should  like  to  know  the 
gentleman's  reason  for  getimg  rid  of  them.  The 
gentleman  had  appealed  to  the  House  to  know 
why  they  would  retain  them  ?  The  omu  jnxh 
bandi,  howaver,  lays  with  the  gentleman  himself. 
He  ought  to  show  why  they  should  be  dismissed. 
Mr.  McK.  said  be  did  not  like  lo  vote  in  the  dark. 
His  voce  given  without  knowledge  might  derange 
the  whole  system.  He  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Viilgtnia,  (Mr.  Ranoolp^,)  from  his  extensive, 
knowledge  on  the  subjecti.  would  iavor  them  with 
the  reasons  why  these  men  should  be  dismissed. 

.  Mr  BoYO  satd  he  did  not  rise  to  make  a  long 
speech,  but  to  tell  the  Hooae  that  he  felt  mocn 
imposed  upon  by  the  compaWsons  made  between 
the  laie  and  Federal  Administrations.  If  I  were 
to^do  all  thtS}  said  he^  I  might  get  into  the  news- 
papers and  make  beljeve  that  1  am  the,  first  inan 
la  the  natioB;  bat. I  take  thinga  ab  I  find  them. 
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The  former  Administration  niay  have  acted  right- 
ly in  their  day;  but  reason  is  to  guide  us.  Sir, 
is  it  parliamentary,  is  it  ffenteel,v.or  agreeable  to 
common  sense,  that  an  hundred  and  forty  men 
should  sit  here  listening  to  what  one  man  says, 
and  he  having  recourse  to.  papers  in  every  one's 
reach  ?  I  had  rather  consult  the  papers  for  my- 
self: for  I  should  not  garble  th«m,  taking  Just 
what  suited  me,  but  shcmld  read  the  whole.  ;No 
doubt  gentlemen  do  what  they  think  answers  their 
own  purpose  and  i  what  answers  mine )  aod  jny 
fMirpose  is  the  geod  of  the  nation.  If  a  larger 
•avy  was  aettessary,  I  should  vote  for  it ;  if  ao 
army  of  <hirty  thonaaad  men  was  warned,  I  should 
TOte  for  it.  Sir,  have  we  no  rights  to  defend  ? 
There  never  hasi)een  a  tinie.  iamy  opiaiaD,  s^e6 
fheOorel'nment' wasformea,  chat  so  preposteraot 
a  proposition  was  ofiVred  as  this  one  to  redsee 
the  Army  aiid  Navy  at  this  time — for  whati 
Are  the  orders  and  decrees  altered  ?  I  nnderstasd 
all  Spain  is  in- a  state  of  blockade.  For.  what 
have  you  given  money  to  build  fortifications? 
Pounds,  shillings,  and  pei^ce,  are  tiie  order  of  the 
day— 'We.sell  a  little  tobacco,  a  little  cotton — ^and^ 
our  independence  goes  to  wreck.  But  gentlemen 
even  on  their  own  principles  goto  work  the  \^rong 
~wav.  If  they  submit  to  get  a  little  this  year,  the^ 
will  giet  less  the  next,  depend  upon  it.  I  tliink  it 
my  duty  to  speak  in  this  open  inaBaer--Dot  ,to 
pkase  centlemen,  but  for  my  country's  good. 

Mr.  KAUDdLrH  said  in  seply  to  ihe  getttkmaa 
from  Maryland,  who  wished  to  know  why  he 
wanted  to  M  rid  of  the  masters  commandaat, 
that  it  was  because  there  never  had  beett  a  reason 
assigned  in  this  House  for  their  {creation.  The 
act  which  established  them  had  eome  from  the 
other  Hotrse  at  the  end  of  a  session ;  it  iiad  not 
originated  in  this  House,  and  he  had  nev^  iieard 
a  reason  assigned  in  favor  of  them — and  he  had 
BO  knowledge  that  the  public  service  liad  soflEered 
from  the  want  of  them  during  the  whole  of  Mr. 
Adams's  AdnMnistration,  and  more  especially  not 
firom  the  4th  of  March,  1801,  to  AiMril  1806.  That 
gentlemen  who  voted  against  the  proposition  to 
r«4uoe  the  Army  and  Navy,  said  he,  should  rote 
against  my  amendment  is  nothing  more  than  nat- 
ural ;  and  I  suppose  if  those  averse  to  redaction 
had  been  put  on  the  comn)fttee«  we  should  have 
had  no  such  bill  reported.  If  gentlemen  who 
Toted  for  the  general  proposition  that  it  is  expe- 
dient to  reduce  the  Army  ami  Navy  are  willing 
to  be  held  uf  as  bowing  the  knee  to  foreign  Powers, 
let  it  be  so.  They  were  a  larce  and  certainly 
not  dr8res|)ectable  nrajority.  [  feel  no  lieosibility 
on  the  subjeot.  The  House  may  act  as  it  {>leases; 
in  whatsoever  manner  it  may  act,  it  will  not  af- 
fect my  vole  or  conduct.  I  stand  here^  as  I  q1- 
waya  have  done,  and  always  will  do,  on  ground 
iadependent  of  all  party ^ooaiderafioos.  If  this 
amendment  be  submission  to  the  l>elligerents, 
what  is  the  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  (Mr.SMiUE,)  whicli  i^aeknowledg^ 
ed  to  go  further  in  reduction  than  the  bill  as  first 
reported?  It  is  in  vain  to  oppose  a  reduction  of 
the  Army  and  Navy  on  the  ground  of  submission. 
Gentlemen  should  prove  that  tliey  are  veaistaDW. 


What  resistance  do  ther  aibrd  against  their  d^ 
crees  or  confiscation  7  Have  they  taken  a  Mfle 
man  oat  of  a  ship  of  war  or  one  mao  oat  ef  Um 
dungeons  of  Parts  or  Arras?  This  is  as  plaioa 
question  of  expediency  as  whether  you  will  tiler 
the  time  of  holding  the  courts  of  the  dttte  of 
Maryland  or  any  other  ^estion.  Mr.  R.  kad 
however  eome  expectations  that  they  shoild 
have  some  "war  sf^eeches  on  this  occasion,  tod 
they.had  had  them  accordingly.  They  had  ketid 
some  on  the  geaeral  propoeitton  fsrreduetioQ.Md 
one  this 'morn tog  from  the  gentleman  from  Tei- 
nessee  (Mr.  Rbia>  on  the  bill.  Was  it  propoitd 
now  to  declare  war?  Was  it  believed  that  tjit|M- 
tleman  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr  Smtia)  was  dis- 
posed to  submit  to  the  beUfrereau?  That  tktga- 
ttemen  on  the  other  aide  of  the  Home  weie  di- 
vided on  thataabject^as  they  wereaponthaqoeiuot 
oftheredtietiouoftheNavy?  WastbegeotleoN 
from  Massachusetts,  (Mr  wnwoT),  whoreptweot- 
ed  the  town  of  Boston,  so  atreoaoas  ao  adfoetie 
at  this  noomeat  for  war  (add  he  supposed  cspe 
eially  for  war  with  Engiand)  that  he  was-oUifcd 
^  to  oppose  a  reduction,  oa  that  gtoand  ?  Wtsik 
gentleman  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Kbt)  who  rep- 
resented the  adjacent  district,  ia  the  same  bcliif- 
^rent  temrper  ?  Did  he  too  of^pose  this  proposttin 
da  the  grottnd  of  resisting'  tko  belligeieou  or  of 
making  war  with  England  ?  The  very  msoieot 
any  political  to«ch*stone  was  brought  to  test  tie 
objections  to  the  bill  which  the  committee  iMd 
oifered,  they  dissolved  at  once,  and  the  opposrtioo 
to  it  resohred  itself  into  the  priottpie  of  old  Fed- 
eralism. It  was  nothing  else.  It  was  oice! 
patronage!  expettdicure  of  pabiic  money i  ^^ 
hence  it  was  said'(aocl  for  no  other  cause wkn- 
ever])  that  these  stvaege  votea  were  seen.  Tbe 
gentleman  from  Conoeetieat,  perhaps  the  ooh 
a:iember  dr  one  of  the  very  few  oa  that  side  « 
the  House  wko  had  a  seat  oa  this  floor  dont; 
the  Administffatiod  of  Mr.  Adams^  oppossd  ike 
bill  heoao^  as  he  had  told  the  Hoaee^  he  pftfcr 
red  his  old  priiiciple»-"they  had  trtaofhed  c«k 
his  reeeot  disgust,  thoagh  areo^  hoMknowlcdfed 
that  great  ahttsea  had  laiMn  place.  Theffemh- 
ntan  had  deekred  that  he  wonid  stick  to  his  w 
prinoij^es ;  and  I,  said  Mr,  RAjiaoLPH,  am  ^ 
sticking  to  mine ;  and  my  taro  frienda  frealw 
Oafoiina  (Messrs.  Mjlook  and  Stahpobp)  ^^ 
were  also  oaembora  tmder  Mr  Adanas^  '^'^^Ti 
tration,  stiok  to  their  .old  firinctpies,  and  Iwill 
venture  to  say  will  never  reliaqoish  them-  ^^ 
has  not  efibcted  a  change  in  Che  geatlemaa  frmi 
Connectieat,  that  he  and  his  friends  are  oat,DO| 
a  change  in  my  friends-  from  North  Caroliaa^ 
will  not  say  that  ikey  are  ia  power,  for  ^,^^ 
they  have  not  much  to  boast;  but  ihtii  their frum' 
are  ia  power.  And  whyehould  this  ciaaiorbe 
raised  on  the queation. whether  you  will  orwHl 
not  make  a  formal  reoiinoiatioa  of  the  old  artietes 
of  political  faith  ?  Although,  on  recoasideratioo, 
perhlaps  I  have  nocause  to  ^ surprised,  aad  ioa^ 
to  pardon  geiHioineD.  It  is  a  aituation  in  v^ 
ao  man  likes  to  be  pAaaed,  to  be  beooght  up  tod 
compelled  either  to  forego,  preaeat  gcatifioatiot 
-orflMkta  foomal  renMtaniiioBySomethiBf  liketke 
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obrivtian  at  Alters,  who  besitttas  whether  he 
wilJ  pat  oo  the  torban  and  share  the  plunder  of 
the  day,  or  coosent  to  abide  by  those  principles 
wbieh  he  received  from  his  parents  and  from 
hearen.  No  donbt  there  are  .many  who  would 
iofinkely  prefer  to  slip  over  or  slide  ninder  this 
question ;  and  I  am  therefore  glad,  sir,  that  the 
decision  of  the  Chairman  has  enabled  me  to  pre- 
sent the  chalice  to  their  lips  and  compel  them  to 
swallow  it  to  the  dregs. 

Mr.  Rbea  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia held  no  obnoxious  cup  to  him ;  for  he  tf  hould 
Tote  against  thegentleman  with  thegreatest  imag- 
inable pleasure.  As  to  all  that  had  been  said  about 
patronage,  it  had  no  weight  with  him.  He  had  no 
relation  in  office,  nor  did  he  ever  expect  to  bare, 
one.  He  had  noobjeet  in  view  but  the  well-being 
and  safety  of  the  nation.    He  was  unwilling  to 

S've  the  least  evidence  of  a  determination  to  re- 
iquisb  any  kind  of  opposition  (though  it  was 
scarcely  apparent)  to  the  wrongful  doings  of  other 
nations  a^inst  the  United  States.  He  had  made 
no  war  speech ;  if  he  had  intended  that,  he  should 
have  made  rather  a  different  speech  from  any  the 
Hoose  had  heard  from  him  yet.  If  they  went 
on  in  this  way  he  said  they  would  hold  out  an  in- 
dueeaneat  to  all  the  marauders  in  the  universe  to 
come  and  plunder  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
as  they  pleased.  He  repeated  that  he  did  not 
make  war  speeches^  but  he  thought  our  situation 
required  a  war  speech  against  somebody — he 
would  not  say  who.  We  have  indeed,  said  hef,  had 
sufficient  provocation  for  war ;  and  I  say  new,  as  I 
have  said  often  befor^  that  had  we  taken  a  proper 
stand  at  a  former  time,  the  Upited  States  would 
have  avoided  |dl  their  present  difficulties.  But  so 
long  as  we  go  on  as  we  have  gone,  and  en^oaraffe 
a  peace  in  war  and  a  war  in  peace,  so  long  as  the 
Federalists  teach  us  to  acquiesce  in  all  the  iniqui- 
tous decrees  of  the  belligerents,  so  long  will  our 
difficulties  continae.  I  shall  vote  to  eostinue  the 
Navy,  and  1  hope  that  this  proposition,  and  any 
other  to  reduce  the  Naval  Eistablishment,  will  be 
negatived ;  for  on  this  establishment  depends  the 
protection  of  our  maritime  border,  and  safety  of 
the  people  upon  and  near  it.  It  may  be  said  that 
I  and  my  constituents  are  safe,  but  I  will  act  for 
others  who  are  not  so. 

Mr.  Dana  congratulated  the  House  that  the 
only  point  of  controversy  now  with  gentlemen 
who  had  heretofore  complained  so  loodly  of  Fed- 
eralism,  was,  that  in  coming  up  to  the  mark  of 
Federalism  they  should  not  do  it  wi(h  so  much  vi- 
olence as  to  go  beyond  it.  He  thought  it  wcHild 
be  well  if  our  relative  expenditures  could  be 
brou|[ht  back  to4he  worst. year  of  Mr.  Adams's 
Administraiion,  and  -our  measures  as  to  foreign 
affiura  to  the  first  eight  years  of  the  Federal  Ad- 
niniatration,  which,  wnen  It  resolved,  did  it  so 
sincerely  and  so  unalteraUy.  He  cot^gratulated 
the  nation  that  it  was  no  longer  an  argument 

rinst  a  measure  that  it  had  been  adopted  by 
le  called  Federalists;  be  rejoiced  that  this 
slang  of  party  was  scouted  from  the  House — that 
it  was  no  loi^r  a  piece  of  artillery  successfully 
wialded  on  aU  sides.    He  hoped  it  would  forever 
llth  CoK.  2d  Sfiss.— 63 


be  dismijised,  and  that  gentlemen,  convinced  of 
their  error,  would  come  up  and  place  their  recan* 
tation  on  record.  If  for  the  same  sum  as  was 
expended  for  those  obieots  by  the  Federal  Ad-^ 
ministration  they  could  obtain  the  same  number 
of  fighting  men  on  land  and  water,  he  thought 
they  would  make  an  extremely  good  barcpBiin, 
when  compared  with  t)ie  state  of  things  wqich 
now  existed.  Until  this  session  he  said  he  had 
been  unapprised  of  the  enormities  of  expendi- 
ture in  the  Navy  Department  for  so  little  effect; 
that  there  had  been  so  much  of  waste  and  so 
much  done  instrumental  to  -the.  extension  of  pa« 
tronage.  He  wished  it  however  to  be  understood 
that  he  deemed  it  essential  that  those  who  com- 
pose the  main  body  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  those 
on  whom  the  brunt  of  the  battle  falls,  those  who 
stand  in  the  front  of  danger,  should  be  well  paid, 
well  fed,  and  well  clad,  in  such  a  manner  that 
ont  need  not  bloah^o  see  them  on  parade  appear- 
ing like  the  ragged  recruits  of  Sir  John  Falstafi. 
When  he  saw  the  soldier  placed  in  this  unfortu- 
nate situation,  and  the  squalid  unfortunate  troops 
pointed  at  as  objects  of  jpity,  and  when  this  situ- 
ation was  the  result  of  a  want  of  attention  in 
those  whahad  the  care  of  them,  he  could  scarcely 
give  utterance  to  his  indignation. 

Mr.  D.  said  he  did  not  feel  disposed  to  diminish 
the  number  of  fighting  men  afioat  at  the  present 
time ;  though  he  wa^  not  influenced  at  all  by  the 
resolution  which  the  House  had  passed  not  to  sub- 
mit. He  had. sometimes  thought  that  they  had 
passed  too  many  resolutions  to  be  resolute.  No, 
sir,  said  hO)  if,  when  we  were  insulted  on  the  wa- 
ter ;  if,  when  a  British  squadron  remained  in  our 
waters  in  defiance  of  our  laws,  we  had  made  use 
of  our  navy,  our  officers  and  men  would  have 
done  their  duty ;  but  it  was  then  deemed  more  ex- 
pedient to  deal  in  paper  than  in  powder  and  shot. 
I  feel  that  we  have  gone  far  enough,  and  too  far, 
in  the  downhill  course  of  debasement ;  by  much 
too  far.  I  would  dismiss  all  this  parade  of  words. 
I  really  would  cease  to  think  to  terrify  the  French 
or  3ritish  nation  by  them.  Although  those  na- 
tions have  bated  each  other  for  years,  theyjook 
op  to  each  other  with  reverence,  because  they 
know  that  victory  would  be  glorious.  I  wbh  too, 
that  we,  should  proceed  in  such  a  manner  as  that 
our  actions  should  not  wear  the  appearance  of 
gasconade,  and  that  we  should  march  up  to  the 
works  with  a  steady  eye.  I  think,  sir,  that  the 
population  and  strength  of  the  United  Statea  ^nd 
their  commercial  capital  being  augmented,  it 
may  be  proper,,  after  a  lapse  of  ten  years,  to 
have  a  Peace  Bsiablishment  somewhat  extended 
beyond  the  former;  and  I  am  therefore  against  so 
great  a  rednetion  as  is  proposed. 

On  motion,  the  House  then  adjourned— 41  to 
38— at  six  o'elock,  after  avsittiog  of  eight  hours. 

Tbdrsdat,  April  2^. 
Mr.  Morrow,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic L^nds,  presented  a  bill  confirming  the  decis- 
ions of  the  Commissioners  in  favor  of  the  claim- 
anu  of  land  in  the  district  of  Kaskaakia ;  which 
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was  read  twice,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
read  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Hodse  proceeded  to  consider  the  report  of 
the  committee  made  on  the  twenty-second  inst., 
on  the  letter  from  William  Lambert;  and  the 
resolution  therein  contained  being  again  read, 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House,  as  follows : 

**  lUsohedy  That,  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  ^e 
dedsioBs  of  order  which  hare  occurred  in  the  House 
of  RepreeentatiTee  of  the  United  Stales,  and  for  ar- 
ranging the  same,  that  William  Lambert  hate,  in  the 
recesff  of  CongrdM,  free  access  to  the  Journals  of  this 
House;  that  he  be  pennitted  to  take  a  printed  copy  to 
his  lodgings,  giving  recent  therefor ;  and  that  he  may 
have  the  use  of  any  Parliamentary  fozms  from  the  Li- 
brary, giving  the  usual  receipt" 

Oo  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 

Ordered,  That  the  Committee  of  Claims  be 
discharged  from  the  consideration  of  all  the  peti- 
tions and  other  papers  referred  to  them  during  the 
present  session,  which  hare  not  been  specially  re- 
ported on. 

Mr.  Bibb  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Georgia,  on  the  subject  of  a  dispute  sub- 
sisting between  that  State  and  the  Slate  of  North 
Carolina,  in  felation  to  boundary.  He  said  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  press  the  affiur  upon  the  at- 
tention of  the  House  at  so  late  a  period  of  the 
session.  His  purpose  for  the  present  was  barely 
to  lay  the^memorial  and  accompanying  docu- 
ments upon  the  table.  It  will  be  recollect^,  said 
he,  that,  by  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession 
entered  into  in  1802  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State.of  Georgia,  the  United  States  eed- 
cd  to  Georgia  a  tract  of  country  lying  south  of 
the  35th  degree  of  north  latitude,  between  the 
States  of  North  Carolina,  South -Carolina,  and 
Tennessee,  and  were  bound  to  jay  twelve  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  in  cunsid^ation 
for  her  Western  lands.  Soon  after  that  agrees 
ment  was  confirmed,  the  Surveyor  General  of 
Qeorffia  was  directed  to  ascertain  the  d5th  degree, 
which  being  done  accordingly  the  Legislature 
extended  the  laws  of  the  State  to  the  inhabitants 
within  the  boundary  thus  ascertained.  North 
Carolina  believing  that  the  35th  degree  had  not 
been, correctly  ascertained  hy  the  Surveyor  Gen- 
eral of  Georgia,  continued  to  exercise  jurisdtc* 
tion  over  the  territory.  Commissioners  were 
appointed  on  the  part  of  each  State,  to  uirite  in 
ascertaining  the  point ;  and,  bavipg  discharged 
the,  duty  assigned  to  them,  their  report  was 
agreed  to  by  North  Carolina,  but  rejected  by 
Geor^a,  under  an  impression,  arising  from  rari^ 
ous  circumstances,  that  the  observations  were  not 
correctly  taken.  A  proposition  was  then  made 
on  the  part  of  Georgia  that  Commissioners 
should  be  again  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
n^oving  all  doubt  upon  the  subject,  which  haa 
been  rejected  by  North  Carolina.  Thus  resu 
the  dispute;  and  the  unpleasant  condition  of  the 
people,  under  the  conflicting  laws  of  the  two 
Sutes,  must  be  obvious  to  every  OHia.  The  me- 
morial asks  the  interposition  of  Congress,  that 
some  proper  person  may  be  aothoritfed  to  ascer- 
tain the  d5th  degree  of  north  latitude,  which  is 


the  only  question  in  dispute.  The  LegisliiQw 
of  Georgia  feel  authorized  to  make  this  reqoeit 
from  the  consideration  that  the  United  States  are 
bound  to  put  the  State  in  peaceable  possesstonof 
the  country  they  hare  sold. 
.  Mr.  MiLNOR  moved  a  resolution,  whieh  wis 
varied  in  its  terms  on  the  suggestion  of  Messrs. 
W.  Alston  and  Stanlbt,  and  agreed  to  asM- 
lows : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  iaqain 
into  the  propriety  of  making  an  ap|nro|ir{Btion  bj  law 
to  deflnsy  the  expenses  incurred  tinder  the  stfhontj  of 
the  House  of  Representativee  by  the  cemnfttse  ^ 
pointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  Amy  of  tbe 
United  States  and  ahK>  of  the  committee  sppobifad  to 
hxqfiire  into  the  oooduot  of  Brigadier  Qsosfsl  i$am 
Wilkinson. 

Mr.  Bacon  reported  a  bill  further  to  altft  fad 
amend  the  act  providing  for  taking  the  third  eenm 
of  the  United  States  (so  as  to  require  the  collec- 
tion of  information  respecting  the  state  of  Amer- 
ican manufactures  by  the  persons  taking  the  cen- 
sus.) The  bHl  was  twice  read  nod  ord^d  to  tie 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

WILLIAM  SHORT. 

The  following  letter  was  reeti^ed  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

iTBiAStrar  DkriarvB^T,  April  t§,  1810. 

8ift :  I.  have  the  honor  to  transmtt  a  r^xyrt,  in  ob0- 
^nee  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepretentatiTes 
of  AeS8d  instant. 
.  I  have  the  honor  to  be»  dec 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  Hon.- SrsuLaa  or  thb.Hovsi<; 

TaaAstrmx  Dmr^rK^n,  April  S5, 16H). 

Tfa0  Secretary  of  the  TreaMiry^  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  R^nesentetives  of  die  13^ 
instant,  respectfully  reports: 

That  WUliam  Short  kM  notreceived  fipom  die Tiei- 
sury  ai^  sum  of  money  whatever  fir  ootdt  or  eonp^a- 
aation  as  Minister  or  agent  ftom  the  Uhked  Ststaia 
the  Court  of  St.  Peter^biutg. 

That  it  appears  by  the  acoomito  of  the  bsakni  o^ 
the  United  States,  at  Amsterdam,  a&  extraot  whaeof 
is  herenntp  annexed,  that  he  did,  between  the  l^^ 
of  March,  and  the  30th  dav  of  June,  1809,  reoeive  6«a 
(he  said  bankers  9,946  guilders,  equal  to  $3,978  40  ca. 
which  payments  were  made  out  of  the  sums  remitted 
to  diem  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  exp^met  ^' 
cident  to  the  intercourse  With  foreign  natioas. 

And  that  the  disbursements  made  by  the  said  banken 
out  of  that  ffand'being  always  made  in  conformity  with 
the  instructions  they  may  receive  flrom  the  Departmeot 
of  Bute,  no  evidence  exists  ^in  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment of  the  particular  authority  or '  authoHties  ander 
which  the  payments  above  mentioned  were  made. 

All  which  is  vespectfvlly  Mibmitted. 

ALBERT  OALLATIN. 

The  eomrannication  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways'and  Means. 

POST  OFFICB* 

The  House  took  up  for  eonefderatioii  the  refwrt 

of  the  eommittee  of  oonftveiice  on  the  disagreeing 

▼ottaof  the  two  Hooaee  on  the  bill  regulating  the 

Pott  Office  BattMisbvieiit..  The  afftetdmeot  of 
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the  Senate,  to  which  the  Hoase  hid  refused  to 
agree,  was  to  strike  oat  the  words  "  by  water," 
the  effect  of  which  was  to  leave  the  law  in  rela- 
tion to  letters  carried  by  packets,  &c.  precisely  as 
it  has  always  been  heretofore. 

Mr.  Rhea  mored  that  the  House  adhere  to  its 
disagreement  to  the  amendment. 

The  adherence  was  adyocated  by  Messrs.  Rhea, 
BoTD,  and  SifiLi e,  and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Gold, 
Stanley,  and  Taylor. 

The  HoQse  refbsed  to  adhere — yeas  15,  and 
^reed  to  recede  from  their  disagreement. 

So  the  bill  only  requires  the  signature  of  the 
President  to  become  a  4a w. 

REDUCTION  OF  THE  NAVT. 

The  I^oose  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
unfinished  business. 

Mr.  Smilie  moved  the  fdkrwhig  as  a  sabatimte 
for  the  sections  strick^  out : 

*< And  fiirther,  that  the  Fresident  of  the  Ignited  States 
be,  tnd  he  is  hereby,  authoitzed  to  keep  in  act^I  serrice 
as  man^  of  the  frigates  and  other  pablic  armed  vessels  as 
in  bis  judgment  th^  nature  of  tiie  service  may  require, 
and  to  cause  the  residne  to  be  laid  up  in  ordinary  in 
convenient  ports :  Prt/inded,  the  whole  number  of  offi- 
oera  and  seamen  shall  not  ei^ceed  that  l^ed  by  the  act 
'  In  addition  to  the  act,  suf^ementaiy  to  the  act,  pro- 
viding for  the  Navftl  Peace  Establuhment,  and  iar 
other  pnrpoees,'  passed  the  Slst  day  of  April,  1806.'' 

Mr.  S.  spoke  in  support  of  his  motion,  and  re- 
marked that  it  would  produce  a  saving  in  the  nekt 
year's  expenditure  of  near  a  milliou  of  dollars. 

Mr.  Bacon,  after  observing  that  the  amendment 
now  offered  would  go  to  reduce  the  number  of 
seamen  in  service  to  two  hundred  and  ninety-ff ve, 
a  number  smaller  than  that  authorized  by  the  bill 
AS  originally  reported,  as  it  would  not  man  more 
t|ian  one  frigate,  three  armed  vessels,  and  the 
twenty-two  gooboats  at  New  Orleans,  moved  to 
amend  the  section  by  including  aleo,  the  seamen 
(five  hundred  additional)  authorized  by  the  act 
t>fthe3ddayofMarth,  1807.     ^     . 

Mr.  Rhea  said  that  this  {>roposition  amounted 
to  just  the  same  as  the  original  bill,  as  respected 
the  number  of  men  19  be  employed.  He  asked 
whether  it  Was  proper  to  ask  this  House  to  do 
(in  other  wordsi  to  be  sure,)  that  which  they  had 
the  day  before  refused  to  do.  Thia  was  no  time 
for  those  who  Voted  tp  incre<)ise  the  Navy  to  vote 
io  rednce  ft.  What  reasoii  had  been  given  for 
aueh  a  course  *f  Ckntlemen  had  said  that  they 
believed  if  nobody  attacked  qs,  we  should  attaclt 
nobody,  and  that,  therefore,  we  should  hav%  no 
war.  Oendemen  might  have  some  internal  evi- 
dence, incomprehensible  to  him,  that  we  shotild 
cobtinoe  in  a  state  of  peace,  or  might  have  some 
reasons  evident  to  themselves ;  but  nnless  these 
reasons  were  communicable,  Mr.  R.  said  he 
could  not  consent  to  the  amendment.  They  had 
been  told  that  ther^  was  no  such  thing  ta  a  dis- 
position in  this  House  to  go  to  war.  How  had 
this  indisposition  for  wnr  got  into  the  House? 
Mr.  R.  coidd  not  account  for  this  dread  of  war. 
'He  said  he  had  n<K  the  least  disMMrition  to  give 
eiddence  of  tubftibsioa  to  foreign  Powers  by  put- 


ting down  the  small  naval  force  we  have;  for 
doing  so  would  evince  our  apathy  and  indisposi- , 
tion.to  protect  our  rights.  If  we  go  on  in  this 
manner,  said  he,  we  shall  be  the  prey  of  every 
picaroon  on  the  ocean.  We  shall  become  a 
prey  to  our  black  neighbors  of  Bt.  Domingo. 
For  what  reason  are  we  to  subject  even  our 
coasters  to  plunder  and  abuse  ?  To  sfive  money ! 
Why.  sir,  if  we  do  it  we  shall  be  plundered  to 
an  amount  sufficient  to  fit  out  a  little  navy.  At 
least  let  us  defend  ourselves  against  these  black 
people  of  St.  Domingo.  We  shall  have  nothing 
to  prevent  the  barbarian  cruisers  froin  coming  dtk 
our  coast;  and  there  is  hostility  enough  in  Europe 
against  ui  to  set  those  people^  as  well  as  the 
cruisers  from  St.  Domingo,  against  us.  The  re- 
duetion  will  not  comport  with  the  safety  of  the 
nhtton.  The  House  hks  already  declared  by  Its 
vote  that  it  will  not  sell  any  of  the  fHgates. 
Will  it  contradict  itself  by  taking  away  the  sea- 
men? Now  that  our  naval  force  consists  of 
picked  men  and  the  very  best  officers,  I  am  un- 
willing to  disband  tbem  and  pick  up  men  just  as 
they  are  wanted.  I  am  utterly  against  any  re- 
duction now,  when  we  have  no  evidence  of  better 
times ;  for  we  have  no  official  information  before 
Us  to  that  effect. 

Mr.  Bassbtt  said  he  was  about  to  haveproposed 
an  amendment,  but  was  prevented  from  so  doing 
by  Mr.  Bacon's.  He  wished  to  retain  the  first 
part  of  Mr.  Smilib's  amendment;  and  to  add  to 
It  a  proviso  that  the  number  of  seamen  should  not 
exceed  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty- 
three  (the  number  now  in  service.)  The  effect 
of  the  amendment  thus  amended  would  be  to 
give  to  the  Pr^ident  an  aothoritv,  which  he  has 
not  now,  to  cause  the  frigates  to  be  laid  up  at^ny 
time  he  thought  proper. 

Mr.  Tallmadge  spokeof  the  Obscurity  in  which 
the  amendment  was  involved  by  a  reference  to  so 
tnany  different  laws.  He  could  not  vote  for  it,  he 
said,  unless  he  could  understand  it. 

On  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Baoon,  Mr.  fiMiLtfi 
modified  his.  motion  by  making  the  proviso  to 
read  as  follows :  "  Provided,  Tbat  the  number 
of  seamen  ^nd  boys  to  be  retsiined  in  service  shall 
not  exceed ."  This  blank  Mr.  BAcbw  pro- 
posed to  fill  with  one  thousand  five  huhdred. 

Mr.  R'ANnoLPH  said  he  was  afraid,  after  the 
pledge  that  this  House  had  given  to  reduce  the 
Naval  Establishment,  tlrnt  that  pledge  was  not 
to  be  redeemed ;  that  the  whole  business  was  to 
end  in  smoke,  unless  some  pitiful,  paltry  retrench- 
ment, to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars, was  made  to  enable  them  to  swear  by— to 
say  here  and  out  of  doors,  and  to  enable  the  piab- 
lic  prints  to  say,  thfct  they  had  reduced  the  Naval 
Establishtnent.  It  Is  a  matter  of  fact,  said  Mr. 
R.,  that  when  the  Administration  of  Mr.  Adams 
went  out  of  power,  they  made  the  only  reform 
which  has  ever  taken  place  in  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment of  the  United  States,  and  that  at  the 
succeeding  session  no  reform  was  made.  The 
act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1801.  authorized  the 
President  When  the  situation  of  public  affairs  in 
his  judgnient  should  render  it  expedient  to  cause 
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to  be  sold  all  the  vessels  of  the  Narf  except  the 
frigates  United  States,  CoDstituiioD,  President, 
Chesapeake,  Philadelphia^  Constellatioo,  Con- 
gress, New  York.  Boston,  £sse3E,  Adams.  John 
Adams,  and  General  Qreene ;  and  of  that  number 
the  President  was  further  authorized  to  lay  up 
all  except  six.  To  the  vessels  laid  up  were  at- 
tached one  sailing  master,  one  boatswain,  one 
gunner,  one  carpenter,  and  one  cook,  one  sergeant 
or  corporal,  and  eight  marines,  and  from  ten  to 
twelve  veamen,  according  to  the>size  of  ihe  frig' 
ate.  Tbis  was  the  act  which  we.found  alreadV 
passed  when  we  came  into  power — I  do  not  wisn 
to  be  arrogant,  but  say  we  to  save  circumlocu- 
tion. By  the  same  act  were  retained  in  service — 
mark  that,  sir — nine  captains,  thirty-six  lieuten- 
ants, and  one  hundred  and  fifty  midshipmen,  to 
receive  only  half  pay  when  not  in  actual  service; 
and  the  .officers  dismissed  under  that  act  (and 
a  very  considerable  number  they  were)  received 
four  months  pay  in  addition  to  their  other  emol- 
uments as  a  gratuity  on  quitting. the  public  ser- 
vice. This  is  the  act  on  which  we  proceeded; 
and  under  that  act  you  will  find  that  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Navy  amounted,  in  1802,  to  $915- 
000.  Well,  sir,  it  seems  we  were  then  of  opinion 
that  even  our  predecessors  had  in  one  branch  of 
reform  gone  far  enough.  It  was  not  my  opiniob ; 
but  it  was  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  this 
House  and  of  the  other.  In  1803  the  President 
was  authorized  to  buy  or  build  four  vessels^  to 
«arry  not  exceeding  sixteen  guns  each,  for  the 
protection  of  our  comiperce  in  tne  Mediterr4ii^ean, 
and  towards  this  object  $96,000  were  appropri- 
ated. It  was  not  until  1803  that  any  increase 
look  place  in  the  naval  establishment  left  us  (if 
the  expression  may  be  pardoned)  by  the  Feder- 
alists. We  had  slept  long  enough,  I  suppose,  on 
reform,  and  we  made  this  little  addition.  But^ 
air,  in  the  nnfortuiikte  year  of  1806,  the  memora- 
ble year  of  the  schism,  as  it  is  called,  the  year  of 
non-importation-act  memory,  in  that  year  when 
we  had  a  war  message  against  Spain  on  the 
table,  and  a  message  of  a  different  character 
locked  up  in  the  drawer — in  that  year  we  passed 
an  act  which  has  been  quoted,  b>[  which  we  re- 
pealed the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act 
to  provide  for  the  Naval  Peace  £Utal>lishment; 
that  is  to  say^,  we  jundid  the'  reform  which  had 
been  carried  into  execution  by  our  predecessors-^ 
with  a  verjr  ill  grace,  1  acknowledge,  and  atnhe 
▼ery  last  time  of  asking^  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1801,  late  at  night^it  was  a  forced  put,  no  doubt 
of  it — we  passed  an  act  in  \^hich  we  repealed 
the  second  and  fourth  sections  of  that  act,  and 
added  to  the  officer^  of  the  Navy  as  foUows :  in- 
stead of  nine  captains,  to  which  number  the 
Federal  Administration  had  reduced  theip,  and 
which  number  we  believed  for  four  years  to  be 
amply  sufficient,  we  added  Qve  new  captains^ 
anci  yet  we  ought  to  recollect  that  in  the  interim 
between  these  two  acts  the  frigate  Philadelphia 
had  been  wholly  lost,  and  another  frigate  (the 
General  Greene)  retained  in  service  by  the  act 
of  the  3d  of  March,  1801,  worse  than  totally  lost, 
aa  any  one  may  see  who  will  go  and  look  at  her , 


remains  in  the  n^vy  yard — so  that  the  namberof 
officers  made  by  Congress  in  1806  was  in  the 
inverse  ratio  to  the  number  of  ships,  aad,  with 
two  frigates  less,  we  determined  to  have  fire 
captains  more.    This  same  act  of  April  2l8t, 
1806,  only  doubled  the  number  of  lieutenaBts. 
The  act  of  the  3d  of  March,  1801,  reduced  the 
nuo^ber  to  thirty-six;  the  act  of  1806  repealed 
that  reduction  and  authorized  the  appointment 
of  seventy-two  lieutenants — it  is  true,  sir,  that 
the  same  act  ma^e.ao  addition  to  the  namberof 
midshipmen,  nor  to  the  number  of  ordioary  sea- 
men then  in  service.    Then  again  the  act  of  the 
3d  of  March,  1807,  added  to  that  number  fin 
hundred  seamen,  making  the  whole  number  of 
seamen  1,425.    Subsequently  they  have  been  in- 
creased '  by  the  act  of  January  ,31,  1809,  as  the 
House  knows,  to  2,700— and  an  increase  is  ao- 
tborized  to  the  number  of  5,000,  with  300  ad- 
ditional midshipmen.    I  do  hope  that  the  gen- 
tleman from  Pennsylvania,  ana  the  gentleman 
from  Ma^^achu^etts,  will  be  prepared  to  gi?e  the 
House  some  reason,  when  we  nave  not  added  a 
single  frigate  to  the  number  retained  by  the  act 
of  1801,  when  we  have  even  lost  two  of  those 
retained  by  that  act,  when  several  others  are  al- 
most in  the  last  stage  of  decay,  why  we  should 
recfuke  five  captains  more  than  the  Federal  Ad- 
ministration required  for  a  greater  number  of 
vessels,  and  why  we  should  double  the  number 
of  lieutenants  ?    In  other  words,  why  the  nombcr 
of  officers  should  nojw  be  fixed  agreeably  to  tbe 
act  of  April  21, 1806,  rather  than  that  of  the  3d 
of  March,  1801 1    Sir,  the  gentleman  frpm  Mas- 
sachusetts has  already  demonstrated  to  the  House, 
and  I  am  thankful  to  him  for  it— I  know  with 
what  authority  any  statement  comes  from  tiiat 
gentleman-*that  the  rei^l  protection  afforded  (o 
the  constituents  of  my  worthy  colleague  by  the 
bill,  as  reported   by  the  select  committee,  is 
greater  than  that  afforded  by  the  amendmept  of 
the  gentleman  from  Pctnnsylvania — that  is  to 
say,  that  it  wotUd  keep  a  greater  number  of  set- 
men  employed,'  with  fewer  oflicers  to  be  sure,  be- 
cause we  retain  only  as.many  as  we  want   Tbe 
efficient  protection  afforded   bv  the  bill  as  U 
originally  stood  is  greater  at  a  less  expense— b^ 
caus^that  branch  of  the  naval  service  of  whick 
I  have  been  compelled  to  present  so  hideous  a 
picture  to  this  House  is  left  by  the  ameodmeot 
untouched.  My  worthy  colleague  (Mr.  BABSBrr) 
stated^  yesterday — ^and,  I   confess   it  was  qoite 
novel  to  me ;  I  felt  so  astonished  at  it  as  not  on  y 
to  be  unable  but  absolutelv  to  fofget  to  reply 
to  it— that  before  he  left  the  Department,  tbe 
ex-Secretary  of  the  Navy,  had  commenced  * 
system  of  economy,  which  system  it  seems  is 
now  prosecuting  with  renovated  vi|[or  by  tbe 
present  Secretary — the  mantle  of  Blijah  has  de 
scended  on  the  shoulders  of  his  successor.    I  ftin 
sorry,  sir,  to  differ  with  my  wt>rthy  colleague  on 
so  many  points.;  but  I  am  really  not  sorry  that 
circumstances  have  put  it  in  my  power  to  prore, 
from  the  mostiocontestible  authority,  that  where 
I  have  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  him,  I  tin 
most  indubitably  supported  by  facts.    Now,  sio 
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the  first  gear's  expenditure  ODder  the  late  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  was  8915,000.  Even  in  that 
ear  the  appropriation  was  exceeded,  and  we 
ad  to  pass  an  appropriation  bill  to  make  up  the 
deficit;  and  from  that  time  to  his  going  out  of 
office,  the  expenditure  of  that  Department  has 
regularly  increased.  The  second  year,  the  ex- 
penditure was  81,24^,000;  the  next  year,  1^273,- 
000;  the  next  year  ^and  this  was  the  year  the 
Philadelphia  was  talcen — she  was  taicen  about 
December,  1803,  and  that  year,  I  believe,  was 
about  the  most  vigorous  of  the  war)  the  expen- 
diture was  1,597,000;  the  next  year,  1,649,000; 
the  next  year,  1,722,000;  the  next  year,  1,884,000; 
.the  next,  two  millions  and  a  half  within  a  trifle. 
Now,  sir,  this  is  a  specimen  of  such  economy  as 
does  not  suit  my  taste,  nor,  I  believe,  the  taste  of 
the  people  of  this  country.  I  believe  it  is  in 
proof  and  in  the  recollection  of  every  member  of 
experience  on  this  floor,  that  that  Department  lias 
long  ago  passed  into  a  proverb  or  prodigality 
and  waste;  and  if  my  honorable  colleague  will 

give  himself  an  opportunityto  probe  it,  he  will 
nd  such  was  the  fact.  With  respect  to  the 
present  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  I  have  the  best 
reason  to  believe  that,  on  bis  coming  fhto  office, 
he  did  take  various  steps  to  introduce  reform 
into  the  civil  branch  of  the  department — in  regu- 
lating and  checking  the  pursers,  for  instance. 

Sir,  a  few  days  ago  a  bill  was  before  this 
House  for  appropriating  a  small  sum  of  $20,000 
to  prevent  the  most  precious  archives  not  only 
that  this  country  but  that  any  other  country  pos- 
sesses, the  evidence  of  the  titles  of  our  political 
independence,  the  title-dee(is  of  the  great  Ameri" 
ean  family,  the  great  charters  of ;  oar  liberty, 
frota  destruction.  The  gentl^map  from  Penn- 
ffflvania  (Mr.  Smilib)  did  on  that  oocasioa 
Tehemeotly  oppose  this  bill,  and  on  this  ground-^ 
/the  bill  was  broij^ht  in  by  a  gentleman  from 
Massac husetu^r-Mr.  CIi7H«ct)  that  though  there 
-was  no  impropriety  perhaps  in  gentlemen  oh 
that  side  or  the  House  voting  for  unrteceseary 
expenditures  of  the  public  tQoneV,  which,  in  the 
present  unexampled  state  of  the  Treasury,  might 
tend  to  embarrass  the  Gbvernraent— ^a  strange 
doctrine  to  be  sure — yet  it  did  not  become  him 
to  do  it.  I  do  hope  that  the  worthy  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  who  could  not  nnd  it  in  his 
heart  to  loosen  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation  for 
the  purpose  of  preserving  the  valuable  archives  of 
the  country,  and  which,  if  another  fire  should  break 
oat  in  the  building  at  the  other  end  of  the  palace, 
^between  this  time  and  the  next  session  of  Con- 
fess, might  be  Irredeemably  destroyed,  for  which 
those  who  were  the  cause  of  the  destruction 
would  have  been  answerable-^if  he  would  not 
Tote  money  for  this  object,  I  hope  he  will  not  in- 
sist upon  exceedidff,  in  point  of  expense,  as  re- 
lates to  the  Navy,  the  refbrm  which  our  predeces- 
sors, the  Federalists,  made  before  they  went  out 
of  office,  which  we  ieiccepted  at  their  hands  and 
were  contented  to  practise  on  for  four  years,  and 
j»ot  compel  us  to  go  into  unnecessary  and  wanton 
expenses  authorized  by  the  act  of  April,  1806 — 
-when,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  making  the  asser- 


tion, and  am  prepared  to  prove  it,  a  material 
change  was  efiected  in  the  principles  of  those  in 
Administration,  such  as  I  knew  them,  and  such 
as  they  were  practised  upon  for  about  the  term 
of  four  years,  when  we  began  to  find  that  pat- 
ronage was  a  very  comfortable  thing,  that  office 
was  desirable,  that  navies  were  not  the  bugbear 
we  had  thought  them,  and  that  armies  were  very 
good  depositaries  for  our  friends  and  relatives 
and  dependants  who  had  no  better  resource.  I, 
therefore,  move  to  amend  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman.from  Pepasylvania  so  as  to  reduce  the 
Nav V  to  the  standard  of  the  act  of  1801. 

Tnis  is  indeed,  said  he,  a  novel  situation  in 
which  I  find  myself— it  is  unprecedented.  Little 
*^did  I  believe  that  the  time  would  ever  come 
when  it  would  be  my  lot  thus  to  press  economy 
upon  a  RepMblican  majority — to  in  treat  that  they 
would  Come  down,  not  to  any  ideal  or  imaginary 
standard  of  perfection — not  to  any  theoretical 
proposition  of  mine — but  that'  in  practice  the]r 
would  come  down,  on  the  subject  of  naval  ex- 
penditure, to  the  standard  established  by  their 
Federal  predecessors:  Inid  that  too*  when  we 
have  lost,  as  I  stated  before,  the  Philadelphia 
and  General  Greene,  and  when,  I  believe,  the 
John  Adams  is  in  a  condition  that  I  will  not  at- 
tempt to  describe — I  understand. this  vessel  is  so 
cut  down  an'd  metamorphosed  that  nobody  knows 
what  to  make  of  her ;  that  she  retaihs  nothing  of 
her  former  character.  When  I  make  this  mo- 
tion, sir,  I  do  it  with  an  intention,  of  moving 
other  amendments  ^o  other  sections  of  the  bill, 
so  as  to  make  the  service  of  the  United  States 
in  relation  to  the  navy-yards  and  marine  corps 
comport  with  the  reduction  which  will  have 
taken  place,  provided  I  have  th^  good  fortune  to 
succeed* 

Mr.  K.  then  moved  to  amend  Mr.  Smilib's 
proposition  by  adding  the  following : 

"And  that  the  Piesident  shall  retain  in  the  Navy 
service  of  the  United  States  nine  captains,  thirty-«z 
lieutenants,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  midshipmen»  in- 
cluding those  employed  on  board  of  the  frigates  and 
other  armed  vessels  to  be  kept  in  service ;  and  that  ha 
be  antiiorlzed  to  discharge  all  the  other  officers  in  the 
Navy  service  of  the  United  States ;  but  such  of  the 
aforesaid  officers  as  shall  be  retained  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  no.  more  than  half  their  monthly  pay  during 
the  time  when  they  shall  not  be  under  orders  for  ac- 
tual service.  AndprovitUdJurthert  Thai  all  the  com' 
miMioners  and  warrant  officers  who  shall  be  discharged 

as  aforesaid  shall  be  entitled  to  receive months 

pay  over  and  above  what  may  be  due  to  them  respec- 
tively at  the  time  they  were  discharged." 

Mr.  JoBMSON  expressed  his  hope  that  the 
House  would  come  to  some  decision,  withoaC 
c6nsuming  more  of  the  time  of  the  House  in  de- 
bate. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  was  seriously  in  favor  of  a 
redaction  in  the  Navy,  and  was  therefore  opposed 
to  Mr.  RANDOLPa's  amendment  to  hu  amend- 
ment. 

After  some  farther  remarks  of  Messrs.  Rar- 
noLPH  and  Dana  in  favor  of  a  reduction^  and 
Messrs.  McKiif,  Boyd,  and  Rbba  of  Tennessee 
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i^Dst  it,, the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Ran- 
dolph's moiioD  to  amend  Mr.  Siulie's  amend- 
ixient,and  negatived — yeas  36, nays  67, a^  follows: 

¥■▲8— Wm»  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlauideU,  Epapfaro- 
ditus  Champion,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  John 
Davenport,  junior,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Daniel 
Heig^r,  James  Holland,  Jacob  Huffy,  Richard  M. 
Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Elisha 
R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dan- 
iel Shefiey,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Tt^Xot,  Jkbez  Upham,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Laban 
Wheaton 

Nats— William  Anderson,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  Rob- 
ert Brown,  William  A.  BurweU,  William  Butler,  Jo-, 
seph  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  John  Clopton,  Orchard 
Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutts, 
Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  Dawsdn,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam Pindley,  Banillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  Da- 
vid 8.  Garland,  Thos.  Gholson,  Thomas  R.  Gold,  Wil- 
liam Hale,  Richard  Jackson,  jonior,  Walter  Jones, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Herman  Knicknrbacker,  Joseph  Lewis, 
jnn^  John  Love,  Matthew  t^on,  Aaion  Lyle,  YinceiU 
MaUhews,  Alexander  Mdum,  Pleasant  M.  Miller» 
Wm.  Milnor,  John  Montgomeiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Thomas  Moore,  Thomas  Newton,  John  NicholsoD, 
Benjamin  Pickman,  junior,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior, 
John  Porter,  Josiah  Qnincy,  John  Rhea  of  T*ennessee, 
John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sfl^e»  Thomas  gammons,  Den- 
nis Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Samuel  Taggart,  John  Thompson, 
Uri  Tracy,  George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  jr., 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Rob- 
ert Whitehill,  James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Witherspoon. 

Mr.  Bacom  remarked  that  as.  Mr.  Smilie's 
motion  now  stood,  it  proposed  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  men  very  much,  without  makitig  any  re- 
dnetioD  in  the  naibber  of  officers.  This  was  not 
a  state  of  things  which  he  waa  desirous  of  pro- 
moting, and  he  sugg^ted  the  following  addition : 

**  Provided,  That  the  whole  number  of  officers  to  be 
retained  in  service  shall  not  exceed  Uiat  fixed  by  the 
act  entitled  an  act  in  addition  to  an  act  entitled  *<An 
act  supplementary  to  the  act  providing  for  a  Naval 
Peace  Establishment  and  tor  other  purposes,"  passed 
the  ^\wX  day  of  April,  1806,  nor  the  whole  number  of 
able-bodied  seamen  and  ordinary  seamen  and  boys  the 
number  of .*' 

Mr.  SuiLiB  accepted  the  modificaUon  as  a  part 
of  his  iqptiqn.  > 

Mr.  Shefpet,  aficer  expressing  his  aversion  to 
kigislacing  by  references  to.  former  laws,  moved 
tliie  foUowipg  as  a  substitute  for  the  provision 
contained  in  Mr.  Smilib^b  proposed  amendmeni  i 

"  Protfided,  That  the  officers  shall  not  exceed  the 
fiUowing  numbers  and  grades,  that  is  to  say ;  thirteen 
aapfains;  nine  masters  eommaadant,  seventy-two  lien- 
lenants  and  -— ^  middiip&an ;  but  the  said  officers 
diall  receive  no  more  than  half  their 'monthly  pay  dn« 
mig  the  time  when  they  shall  not  be  under  ordfrs  f>r 
actual  service :  And  pfinded  furtker,  Thai  the  whole 
■umber  of  able-bodied  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  aud 


boys,  shall  not  exited  fourteen  hundred  and  twsnt^ 
five;  bui  the  President  may  appoint  for  the  vessels  m 
actual  service  so  many  surgeons,  surgeons'  mates,  sail-  . 
ing  masters,  chaplains,'  pursers,  boatswains,  gunnen, 
and  carpenters  as  may  in  his  opinion  be  necessary  and 
proper. 

After  some  observations  from   Mr.  Mohtoo- 

MERT. 

.  Mr.  Mdmfobd  moved  thitt  the  further  consid- 
eration of  the  subject  be  postponed  indefinitely, 
giving  as  a  reason  for  it  bis  aversion  to  makiog 
any  reduction  in  the  Navy  in  the  present  state  m 
affairs. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Messrs.  Vah- 
HoBN,  GuoLsoN,  and  Rbba,  of  Tennessee,  and 
opposed  bv  Messrs.  McKbb.  Smilib^  and  Bah- 
DOLPB,  and  lost — yeas  42,  nays  57,  as  follows: 

Yeas-» William  Anderson^  David  Bard,  Adam  Boyd, 
James  Breckenridge,  John  Brown,  Joseph  CaUioiiB^ 
John  Ckpten,  Orchard  Cock,  James  Cox,  William 
Crawford,  Jofa^  Dawson,  William  Findley,  Batzillai 
Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thonua 
Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Walter  Jones,  Heimaa 
Knickerbacker,  Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  John  Love,  Mat* 
thew  Lyon,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  GUrdon  8.  Mumford,  Thomtf 
Newton,  John  Porter,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Roane,  Ebenezer  8age,  Thomas  3ammons,  Dennii 
Smelt,  Qeorge  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John  Tbomp> 
son,  TJri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  jr.,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  EichardI  Winn,  and  Robt.  Witherspoon. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Willitm 
W.  Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Robert  Brown,  WilKaa 
A.  Burwell,  Willikm  Butler,  John  Campbell,  WiUum 
Chamberlin,.  Epaphroditus  Champibn,  Matthew  City, 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  Mesback 
Franklin,  WiWam  Hale,  Daniel  Heister,  Jamss  Hol^ 
hmd,  Jacob  Hufty,  Robert  Jenkins,  Richard  M.  John* 
son^  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Itey,  Aaron  Lyls, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthew^ 
Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  Johi^  Montgon- 
ery,  TJioinas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  John  Nich- 
olson, Josi^  Pearson,  Benjamin  Pickiban,  jun,  Tim^ 
othy  Pitkm,  jun.,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  Eben- 
ezer Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  John  Smi- 
lie, Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Steals^ 
Jacpb  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge;  John  Taylor* 
KiUian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Robert  Weakly,  Robeit 
WhitehiU,  and  James  Wilson. 

Mr.  NjBWTON  then  said  he  was'  anxious  to  do 
his  duty  ;  but  could  not  consent  to  stay  here  when 
one-third  of  the  House  at  least  bad  deserted  their 
seats  and  fatigue  Oppressed  the  remainder..  He 
therefore  moved  to  adjourn. — Carried — yeas  60, 
after  seven  hours  si.tting. 


FaiDAT,  April  27. 

A  message  from  the  Senatf  informed  the 
House  that  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  ^n^^^*^ 
"An  act  allowing  compensation  to  Robert  Rob- 
inson  ;"  to  whicl^  they  desire  the  concurrence  w 
this  House.  .     . 

Mr.  DAwaoN,  from  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  eighteenth  instant,  on  the  memorials  ot 
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Peter  C.  L'EofaaC,  presented  a  bill,  for  the  relief 
of  Peter  C.  L'fi^ofaat ;  which  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
tluaday. 

Mr..t>AW«oa  also  made  a  detailed  report  in 
reUtioo  to  the  claim  of  Peter  Charles  L'Eofaiit. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the 
House  tjiat  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill  sent 
from  this  House,  entitled  '*An  act  providing  fo|r 
the  sale  of  certain  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory, 
and  for  oUier  purposes."  with  aiiiendments.  They 
have  also  passed  a  bill,  entitled  ^^An  act  in  addi- 
tion to  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  coneerniug  the 
Librarv  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of  Congress;" 
^d  a  bill,  entitled  '*  An  act  to  enablejhe  people 
of  the  Territory  of  Orleans  to  form  a  constitu- 
tion and  Bute  goTernment,  and  for  the  admb- 
sioD  of  such  Slate  into  the  Union  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for  other 
purposes ;"  and  they  have  also  passed  a  resolu* 
tion  providing' an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  tfniled  States;  to  which  amend- 
ments, bill^  and  resolution,  they  desire  the  eon- 
carrence  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johmsom,  the  unfinished  bu- 
siness (reduction  of  the  Navy)  was  ordered  to  Ke 
00  the  uble. 

STATE  OP  THE  ARMY.  , 

Mr.  Newton, from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inqinre  into  the  causes  of,  the  mortality  which 
prevailed  in  the  detachment  of  the  Army  ordered 
for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  made  a  long  re- 
port, accompanied  with  various  depositions  and 
other  papers.    The  report,  concludes  as  follows : 

**  The  committee,  firom  a  knowledge  which  they  have 
acquired  of  the  climate  of  New  Orleans  and  of  the 
country  sorroanding  it,  and  from  the  facta  etated  in  the 
depofidoni  are  of  opinion  that  the  mortality  in  ^e  de- 
tachment ordered  to  New  Orleans  ia  to  be  aacribed  to 
the  following  cauaes ; 

**  Ist.  The  detachnient  coniiitmg  of  new  levies. 

**  Sdly.  The  inaalubritf  of  the  climate,  the  Summer 
and  Autumn  of  the  year  1809  being  unoaually  sickly. 

•^  8dly.  To  the  nature  of  the  ground  on  which  the 
detachment  waa  encamped  at  Terre  aux  B«uf;  and  the 
deteaiioft  of  it  at  that  place  dnitng  the  whele  of  the 
Suamer,  contrary  as  the  coauaittae  conceive  to  the 
ioatractbDt  conUhied  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
War  bearing  date  the  SQth  of  April,  180t. 

•'4thly.  To  the  want  of  aound  and  wholeaome  pro- 
vinona  and  of  vegetablea— the  want  of  an  hospital  and 
of  hospital  atores  and  mediciaea. 

"  5thly,  The  excessive  fatigues  to  which  the  troops. 
were  subjected  in  dearing,  ditching  and'  draining  the 
ground  on  which  they  were  encamped. 

•*  6thly.  To  the  want  of  repose  during  the  night, 
owing  to  the  troops  not  being  provided  with  bars  and 
nets  to  protect  them  from  the  annoyance  of  musquitoes. 

'*  7thly.  The  want  of  deanlinesi  in  the  camp,  the 
nature  Of  the  position  rendermg  it  almost  impracticable 
to  preserve  it. 

"  Sthly.  The  sick  aiid  we\\  being  confined  to  the 
saBM  tents,  whieh  neither  protected  them  sufficiently 
fiom  the  heal  of  the  sun>  nor  kept  them  dry  fiom  dews 
and  rains." 

The  report  and  documents  were  ordered  to  be 
printed. 


-CONSULS  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  tha 
President  op  the  United  States: 
To  the  Mouse  of  BepreMentatioee  of  the  United  StaUi^ 

I  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  23d  in*^ 
stent  JAMES  MADISON. 

ApaiL  27,  1810. 

DarABTXXNT  of  Stats,  AptilW,  1810. 

In  oompUance  with  the  resolution  of  die  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  28d  instant  requesting  the  Pr»* 
sideat  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
them  "  a  atatement  <d  the  several  consular  or  commev* 
oial  agents,  having  authority  under  the  United  States 
in  foreign  countries,  together  vrijfch  the  salaries  or  oon^ 
pensation,  if  any,  allowed  to  them  respectively,"  the 
8e<vetary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  tranamit  to  like  Pre- 
sident of  the  United  Slates  a  statennent  of  all  the  Coii- 
snla  and  Commercial  Agenta  having  authority  under 
the  United  States  in  foreign  countries,  together  with  the 
salaries  and  compensations  thai  have  been  allowed  to 
the  Consuls  residing  at  Algiers,  Tripoli,  Tunis  and 
Morocco. 

All  the  other  Consuls  and  Coimnercial  Agents  have 
been  allowed  to  receive  only  those  fees  of  office  which 
have  been  established  by  the  act  of  Congress.  Reimect- 
fnlly  submitted.  R.  SMITH. 

Consula  and  Commercial  Agents  of  the  United 
Staiee. 

In  Great  Britaih  and  its  Demtfitefi*— WiHiam  Ly* 
man.  Consul,  London;  Blias  Vanderfaorat,  Bristol; 
Robert  W.  Fox,  Falmouth ;  James  Maury,  Liverpool ; 
Thomas  Ei^fUah,  Dublin ;  Thomas  Avid,  Vice  Consul, 
Peoles ;  James  Holmes,  Consul,  Belfost ;  John  Churchy 
Consul,  Cork;  John  Gavino,  Gibraltar;  Joseph Pulis* 
MalU. 

In  France  and  its  Dominions' — David  B.  WardeUt 
Acting  Commercial  Agent,  Paris ;  Isaac  Cox  Bamet, 
Commercial  Agent,  Havre  de  Grace;  William  LeSf 
Bordeaux ;  Thomas  Abom,  Vice  Commercial  Agent, 
Cavenne;  Peter  Walsh  Commercial  Agent,  Cette; 
William  Buchanan,  Isles  of  France  and  Bourbon; 
Etienne  Cathalan,  Marseilles ;  John  Appleton,  Calais ; 
William  D.  Patterson,  Nantz ;  Aaron  Vail,  L'Orient; 
Thomas  Lovell,  La  Ilochelle ;  Francis  Co%n,  Dun- 
kirk ;  Henry  Wilson,  Ostend. 

In  Sptdn  amdits  i>ofiimum#— Joseph  Ysnardi,  Con* 
sul,  Cadii;  Robert  Montgomery,  Aiicant;  William 
Kn^patrick,  Malaga;  Lewis  O'Brien,  St.  Andero ;  John 
Leonard,  Baroelona;  John  Martin  Baker,  Tarragona 
and  the  Isles  of  Majorca,  Minovoa,  Ivica ;  John  James 
Armstrong,  Island  of  Tenerifis ;  Richard  8.  Hackley, 
St  Ludar. 

In  Portugal  and  its  Dominions — WilUam,  Jarvis» 
Lisbon;  James  L.  Cathcart,  Madeira;  John  ,B.  Dab* 
ney,  Azores  or  Western  Islands ;  Henry  Hill,  St  8a^ 
vador  in  Brazil. 

Li  the  Kingdom  of  ffoUand-^yUennB  Bourne, 
Consul  General, '  Amsterdam ;  George  Jay,  Consul^ 
Rotterdam. 

In  Denmark  and  its  Dominions — Hans  Rodolph 
Saabye,  Consul,  Copenhagen ;  Thomas  Gamble,  Island 
of  Santa  Cruz ;  James  McGregor,  Island  of  St.  Thomas ; 
Peter  fsaacson,  Christiansand. 

In  fVtMMO— Frederick  W.  Lata,  Consul,  Stettin ; 
WiUiam  Clark,  Embden. 

In  the  Kingdom  of  <Sk0eflbn-*Robert  G.  Gardiner, 
Oonsiri,  Gottenburg. 
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In  Germonv— John  M.  Forbes,  Comul,  Hamburg, 
Frederick  I.  Wichelhausen,  Bremen ;  William  Riggin, 
Trieste ;  Philip  Marck,  Franconia. 

In  the  Itaium  States — Thomas  Appleton,  Consul, 
Leghorn ;  Alexander  Hammet,  Naples ;  Thomas  H. 
Storm^ Genoa;  John  Broadbent,  Messina;  Abraham 
Oibbe,  Palermo ;  Richard  O'Brien,  Island  of  Sardinia. 

In. Russia — Leyitt  Harris,  Consul,  St.  Petersburg. 

In  China — Edward  Garrington,  Consul,  Canton. 

In  Turkey — William  Stuart,  Consul,  Smyrna. 

In  Algiers — Tobias  Lear,  Consul  General.  He  has 
been  allowed  a  salary  of  four  thousand  dollars  per  an- 
num, an  outfit  of  the  same  sum,  and  a  quarter's  palary 
for  the  expense  of  his  return ;  also  a  reasonable  house- 
fent,  the  expense  of  couriers,  or  postage,  of  necessarj 
■  printing,  and  ibr  ^e  service  of  a  secretary  and  drago- 
>ffian. 

TripoU — George  Davis,  Consul.    His  salary  is  two 

thousand  dollars  with  an  outfit  of  the  same  sum  and  a 

quarter's  salary,  for  the  expense  of  his  return,  and  in 

,  all  other  respects  his  allowances  are  the  same  with 

those  of  the  Consul  General. 

Tunis — Charles  D.  Col,  Acting  Consul  ad  interim, 
^he  salary  and  allowance  are  the  same  as  at  Tripoli. 

Morocco — James  Simpson,  Consul. — The  salary  and 
^owances  are  the  same  as  at  Tunis  and  Tripoli. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

PUBLIC  LANDS. 

The  eD|pros8ed  bill  to  confirm  the  decision  of 
the  commissioners  in  favor  of  the  elaimlCats  to 
lands  in  the  district  of  Kaskaskias,  was  read  a 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  time  of 
payment  for  public  lands  in  certain  cases,  was 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  to-day. 

Mr.  BuRWELL  opposed  the  passage  of.  the  bill. 
He  said  that  the  public  lands  were  a  source  of 
revenue  to  the  United  States,  and  the  Hoasex)ught 
to  be  extremely  careful  how  they  embodied,  in 
the  Western  country,  a  set  of  men  who  would 
wrest  the  fee  simple  IVom  the  United  Slates.  We 
should,  said  b«,  take  Warning  by  events,  in  some 
of  the  States.  \a  some  parts  of  the  State  of  Ken- 
tucky, it  is  found  impossible  to  collect  what  is 
owing  to  the  State  ibr  lands.  So  far  from  beins 
willing  to  protract  the  titne  of  payment,  I  would 
lessen  the  oblfgation  whicb  every  debtor  has  to 
pay.  1  would  rather  reduce  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic; lands,  and  bring  the  value  into  the  Treasury, 
than  persevere  in  a,  system  which  would  deprive 
us  of  half  the  benefit  of  the  sales  of  public  lands. 
I  am  confident  that  the  Chairman  of  the  Commit- 
tee of  Public  Lands  will  agree  with  me,  that  it  is 
of  importance  to  press  and  force  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, without  ruining  tbose  people,  the  prompt 
riyment  for  lands  bought  of  the  United  States, 
was  in  hopes  that  the  committee  would  have 
devised  some  plan  to  lessen  the  balances  now 
due  from  individuals,  and  to  prevent  in  fiiture  the 
existence  of  any  balance  at  all.  Perhaps  it  might 
be  considered  an  insult  to  the  people  ot  the  West- 
ern country  to  say,  that  any  consideration  could 
ever  alienate  them  from  the  Union ;  but  it  is  true 
policy  to  take  from-  them  every  motive  whieh 
could  possibly  induce  them  to  consent  to  so  ruio- 
ouf  a  measure.    And,  if  their  debts  to  the  Gov- 


ernment increase,  there  will  not  be  wanting  am- 
bitious men  to  remind  them  of  it,  and  of  ametnt 
of  at  once  getting  rid  of  them. 

Mr.  Morrow  observed,  that  this  bill  extended 
the  time  of  payment  to  those  who  purchased  in 
1805.  The  time  had  been  already  extended  to 
those  before  1805.  This  bill  extended  the  time  of 
payment  to  purchases  in  the  subsequent  year,  and 
confined  the  indulgence  to  actual  settlers.  Par- 
chasers  in  1805,  Mr.  M.  said,  had  purchased  with 
?;ood  prospects  of  making  payments.  It  was  be- 
bre  the  great  embarrassments  of  commerce  had 
commenced.  With  the  gentleman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  BuRWELL,)  he  wished  to  see  the  system 
changed,  and  that  no  sales  should  take  place  oi 
eredit ;  but,  at  present,  when  the  sales  had  bcea 
made  op  credit,  and  the  state  of  thii^  reedered 
it  almost  impossible  to  make  payment,  be  was 
desirous  to  extend  to  the  purchasers  in  1805,  the 
^ame  indulgence  as  had  heretofore  been  extended 
to  others. 

Mr.  Ely  said,  that  the  biU  embraced  but  one 
principle — that  of  extending  the  same  principle 
of  indulgence  to  purchasers  in  a  particular  year 
as  h|id  heretofore  been  extended  to  purchasers  in 
preceding  years.  Havitig  granted  an  exteoaioB 
of  the  terms  of  payment  heretofore,  he  was  ii 
favor  of  extending,  it  now,  ,He  did  not  beliere 
it  would  materially  affect  the  interests  of  the  Uni- 
ted States.     . 

Mr.  Ranoolph  said  the  time  was  fast  approaeh- 
ing  when  they  would  be  compelled,  in  the  case  of 
public  lands,  as  in  that  of  the  custom-house  dolies, 
to  deal  only  in  cash.  We  have  dealt  on  credit^ 
said  he,  till  the  number  of  people  in  oUr  debt  will 
form  an  interest  in  this  House,  or  perhaps  in  the 
nation,  to  extend  the  time  or  payment  so  as  to 
defeat  the  debt.  I  know  how  very  invidioQsa 
task  it  is  for  a  person  to  get  up  and  oppose  the 
claims  of  those  said  to  be  actual  settlers.  I  know 
how  easy  it  is  to  say  that  speculators  will  bay  up 
iheir  farms,  for  which  they  are  unable  to  eom- 
plete  the  payment,  and  sell  them  again  j  aodsoit 
WQuld  be  if  we  were  to  sell'only  at  ten  cetfs  an  acre 
for  cash.  The  speculators  would  buy  large qoai- 
tities-of  it,  as  their  capital  would  eoableiheia  lo 
do,  and  sell  out,  taking  advaoced  prices,  aid 
mortgages  on  the  land,  too,  perhiips.  I  heard  a 
gentleman  of  cousideraole  inercantileexperieDee, 
and,  I  suppose,  of  considerable  influence,  too,  sar 
that  he  would  bring. for  ward  a  motion  to  exteod 
the  credit  on  revenue  bonds,  since  it  is  a  irotorioDs 
fact,  that  the  mercantile  class^  from  the  state  of 
the  country,  for  some  time  past,  have  been  unable 
to  comply  with  their  obligations.  The  same  prin- 
ciple which  would  relieve  the  debtors  for  lands 
would  also  apply  to  the  latter.  But,  sir,  it  is  not 
my  object  to  argue  the  case ;  but  as  I,  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  hare 
often  reported  against,  and  succeeded  in  prevent- 
ing, an  extension  of  the.  time  of  payment,  my  ob- 
ject is  merely  to  call  for  tbe  yeas  and  nays,  aad 
obtain  an  opportunity  to  register  my  vote  against 
the  bill. 
,  Mr.  Johnson  said  that,  in  voting  for  the  bill, 
he  voted  not  alone  for  the  accommodation  of  those 
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alone  ineiaded  onder  the  appellatioD  of  Western 
people,  but  iie  woold  afford  a  small  indulgence 
to  a  set  of  men  from  every  part  of  the  United 
States  who  have  enterprise,  hut  who  have  noth- 
ing else  but  that  and  their  liberty,  aud  who,  for 
five  years,  have  eierted  themselves  to  pay  ibr  the 
tract  of  five  or  six  hundred  acres  on  which  thev 
baTe  settled.  He  asked  ~£chr  tbem  jbe  <ill  in- 
dulgence of  extending  the  time  of  pay  it,  to 
prevent  the  gripe  of  avarice  from  seizmff  from 
them  that  ground  they  have  obtained^  Will  Con- 
gress hesitate  one  moment,  at  this  session,  to  do 
that  which  they  did  at  the  last?  What  will  in- 
fluence them  to  do  it  ?  Are  these  men  specula- 
tors ?  No,  sir ;  I  shall  take  pleasure  in  recording 
on  the  Journals  my  vote  of  indalgebce  to  the 
people  who  have  settled  on  little  farms,  fot  which 
they  have  paid  their  last  shilling,  and  who  are 
about  to  be  deprired,  unless  we  interfere,  of  that 
land  they  have  improved  by  their  own  labor.  Is 
there  any  likeness  between  these  debts  and  rev- 
enue bonds?  The  merchant  coujtd  not  ask  for 
indulgence  in  the  latter  case ;  I  would  turn  my 
face  and  raise  my  voice  affaiast  it.  A  man  who 
settled  on  the  land  in  1805,  and  paid  ererything 
he  had,  to  save  his  property  from  confiscation, 
asks  indulgence  of  protracted  payment— and  will 
you  refuse  the  request  ?  You  gi^t  him  nothing ; 
he  is  to  pay  interest  for  the  monev ;  it  will  not 
affect  the  revenue  a  cent.  We  did  the  same  thing 
at  the  last  seteion  as  to  other  purchasers.  Are 
we  dtfiierent  men  now?  Do  we  hold  different 
sentimenu?  I  did  nol  expect  that  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  would  have  oppjosed  thi^  bjll,  when 
I  have  had  the  high  gratification  of  hearing  him 
Tote  against  the  statute  of  limitation;},  in  oppo- 
sition, however,  to  the  opinbn  of  many  good  and 
virtaoas  members  who  vot^d  against  us.  No 
doubt  he  is  aetuated  by  the  same  motives  now  as 
then ;  but  there  seems  to  be  a  sad  reverse  of  feel- 
ing. He  must  view  this  subject  in  a  different 
light  from  me,  or  he  would  not  raise  his  voice 
against  the  extension  of  payment  to  men  who  im- 
proved land,  not  by  the  labor  of  slaves,  but  by 
their  own  labor,  and  who  carried  nothing  else 
there  but  their  own  industry. 

Mr.  Ely  said,  that  this  was  an  indulgence  im-^ 
portant  to  those  who  asked  it,  and  not  very  im- 
portant to  the  United  States^  a^d  he  was,  there- 
fore^ disponed  to  grant  it.  In  regard  ib  the  whole 
subject  of  the  sale  of  land  and  extension  of  credit, 
he  rather  thought  it  was  not  correctly  understood 
in  its  effects  by  the  House  generally.  It  had  been 
heretofore  said  that  it  was  oecessarv  to  reduce 
the  price  of  public  lands,  and  sell  only  for  ready 
money ;  and  the  main  reason  assmed  in  support 
of  this  doctrine  was,  that  salel  of  lands  were  in- 
creasing largely,  and  that  the  money  due  b^  debt- 
ors for  lands  was  daily  increasing,  produauii^aa 
effect  injurious  to  the  interests  or  the  United 
States.  In  pursuance  of  this  idaa.  Mr.  E.  said  a 
bill  had  been  before  4he  Senate,  this  very  sosstaa, 
proTiding  for  a  change  of  the  whole  system.  In 
the  course  of  the  investigation  on  the  subject, 
certain  documents  had  been  called  for  to  show 
whether  the  debt  accruing  on '  the  sales  of  pablic 


lands  had  increased  so  much  as  was,  by  some 
gentlemen,  8*jpposed.  It  had  b^en  found,  how- 
ever, that  the  debts  for  public  lands  actually  di- 
minished y  and,  the  payments  made  being  greater 
than  the  amount  of  the  sales,  that  no  danger  ex- 
isted  on  that  ground.  On  learning  that  fact,  the 
bill  was  lost.  The  apprehension  of  the  effects  of 
extending  the  time  ot  payment  on  account  of  the 
great  sum  due  was  therefore,  in  some  degree, 
without  foundation. 

Mr.  P.  M.  Miller  said  that,  if  gentlemen  would 
amend  the  bill  so  as  to  forgive  the  debts  due  to 
the  United  States,  he  mighi  agree  to  vote  for  it. 
I,  said  Mr.  M.,  came  from  that  part  of  the  coun- 
try which  might  be  expected  to  be  anxious  for 
the  passage  of  such  a  law ;  but,  so  far  from  being 
of  service,  I  know  that  these  laws  do  injilry  to 
the  people  themselves,  and  I  should  have  sup- 
posed hat  the  geLtleman  from  Kentucky,  who 
ins  witnessed  the  sales  on  Green  river,  might  have 
borne  testimony  to  the  fact.  The  time  is  not  far 
off,  if  you  continue  these  extensions  of  payment, 
when  the  debtors  will  speak  in  a  language  which 
you  cannot  resist,  which  you  dare  not  resist.  If 
they  ar^in  your  debt,  they  become  your  enemies. 
The  numbers  now  claiming  this  indulgence  are 
but  few ;  but,  as  you  increase  your  sales,  you  will 
increase  your  enemies — for  so  I  will  call  them — 
not  that  they  a^  worse  than  other  people — I  be- 
lieve them  quite  as  good.  But,  while  I  am  wil- 
ling to  relieve  them,  I  cannot  reconcile  myself  to 
this  laWk  The  people,  from  an  .avidity  to  hold 
propecty,  will  pure  base  when  they  know  that 
they  cannot  pay  for  it.  Qeptlemen  might  as 
well  tell  you  of  the  claim  on  vour  generosity  of 
the  debtor  whoseproperty  is  sold  to  pay  his  debts* 
In  point  of  fact,  they  have  qo  daim  upon  you. 
When  they  became  purchasers,  they  knew  the 
terms.  If,  from  any  circumstances,  they  are  un- 
able to  pay,  forgive  them  the  debt ;  for,  if  you  do 
not,  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  they  will 
become  so  numerous  and  claiborous,  that  you 
cannot  resist  them.  They  will  become  your  ene- 
my. It' would  ha  far  better  to  forgive  them  the 
debt;. but  I  cannot,  consistently  with  my  duty, 
vote  iot  this  hill.  I  know  that,  in  the  State  where 
I  live,  one  whole  county  has  been  purchased  from 
the  State^  at  as  low  a  pi-ice  as  a  dollar  an  acre. 
The  Legi!{lature  has  been  compelled  to  give  the 
purchasers  ten  years  indulgence;  and.  I  venture 
to  s^y,  the  time  never  will  oome  when  we  can 
compel  them  to  pay.  My  knowledge X>f  what  has 
taken  .place  in  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor, 
in  part,  to  represent,  and  my  being  a  little  con- 
versant in  the  nuMbv-of  piirchasing  public  lands, 
induce  me  to  believe  it  will  be  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  country  to  extend  the  time  of  payment. 

I  admire  the  zeal  of  the  gentlemah  from  Ken- 
IMally;  I  feel  for  these  people  as  much  as  any- 
body, else ;  but  it  is  not  a  correct  allusion  to  com- 
pare these  with  other  alaims  which  are  bottomed 
on  legal  n^,  but  barred  or  destroyed  by  the 
statute  of  limitations.  I  would  put  the  question 
to  jrou,  sir,  and,  through  you,  to  the  House,  whe- 
ther there  is  any  similarity  between  the  two  cases. 
So  far  as  I  can  understand  it,  there  is  not.   These 
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people  have  do  legal  right.  Tkey  have  merely 
made  a  contract,  and  cannot  comply  with  it,  in 
consequence  of  which  the  contract  will  be  void. 
I  do  believe,  and  never  was  better  convinced  of 
any  fact  than  that,  if  you  indulge  these  persons 
in  their  desires,  you  will  and  must  indulffe  them 
for  ever.  There  will  be  no  eiad  to  it.  They  will 
increase  upon  you,  and  you  must  give  way  to 
them. 

Mr.  Lyon  said  that  if  the  United  States  re- 
fused to  sell  on  credit,  individuals  holding  large 
quantities  of  land  would  sell  it  to  advaniaffe, 
whilst  the  United  States  would  sell  but  litue. 
The  lands  now  for  sale  by  speculators  were  lower 
than  the  lands  of  the  United  S^tes;  and  persons 
desirous  to  purchase  cou)d  obtain  lands  of  equal 
value  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  United  States 
at  one  dollar  per  acre.  There  were  but  two  rea- 
sons which  gave  a  preference  to  the  United  States' 
lands.  The  first  was  the  extensiye  credit  given 
for  them ;  the  second,^ was  the  confidence  which 
the  people  felt  in  the  security  of  titles  derived 
from  the  United  States.  It  is  apparent,  from 
what  the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts  told  the 
House,  that  there  is  no  increase  of  debtor^.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  a  person  in  this  House  who  is 
or  ever  was  in  debt  to  the  United  States.  I  never 
bougbt  of  ^be  United  States,  because  I  have  been 
able  to  buy  on  better  terms.  As  to  the  lands  on  Green 
river ,,4he  reason  of  the  State's  not  coercing  pay- 
ment  is,  perhaps,  that  a  majority  of  the'persons  m 
the  L^gishitore  are  interested  in  them.  No  States 
but  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  Ohio,  are  inier- 
esied  in  the  sales  of  public  lands  \  and  I  have  no 
idea,  if  they  were  all  to  join,  that  th^y  could  ever 
drive  the  Councils  of  the  nation  to  any  measore 
rclaiive  to  lands.  There  are  no  enemies  to  the 
Qovernment  in  that  quarter — I  know  not  what 
the  gentleman  means  by  the  observation. .  I  should 
have  supposed  that  the  gentleman's  disposition  to 
forgive  the  debt  would  have  left  him  to  eiztend 
the  time  of  payment  The  man  who  settles  land 
is  meritorious,  and  you  ought  not  to  be  cruel  to 
him.    I  hope  that  the  bill  wiU  pass* 

Mr.  J.  Q.  JAGKJBOif  said  he  should  not  do  jus* 
tice  to  his  feelings,  if  he  did  not  throw  in  bis  fee- 
ble mite  in  behalf  of  those  persons  who  now  asked 
for  indulgence,  who  had  purchased  at  a  time,  as 
nad  been  properly  remarked,  when  they  could  not 
have  foreseen  the  obstacles  which  impeded  th^r 
power  of  making  payment.  No  person  in  the 
HoQse  was  interested  in  the  bill ;  no  one  could 
be,  (as  the  extension  was  confined  to  actual  set- 
tlers,^ but  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr.  Mor- 
row,) and  he  was  assured  that  the  gentleman  had 
never  purchased  ah  acre.  The  persons  asking 
indulgence  were  those  who  had  paid  all  the  money 
but  the  last  instalment,  and  asked  an  extension 


of  the  time  of  payment  for  the  remainder;  a  nd^  disposition  of  the  State  to  enforce  the  coUectioQ] 


the  bill  compelled  them,  before  receiving  tiie  in 
dulgence,  to  pay  up  all  the  arrears  of  interest; 
otherwise  their  lands  were  to  be  exposed  to  salje. 
I  am  not  sorry,  said  Mr.  J.,  that  this  subject  has 
attracted  the  attention  of  gentlemen  oq  all  sides 
of  the  House.;  for  it  will  prove  the  necessity.of 
rtTiclBg  the  land  system,  and  redueiag  the  evils 


which  I  fear  will  eoon  increase  to  such  an  exte&t 
as  to  render  it  beyond  the  power  of  the  GoTera- 
ment  to  remove  them.  Last  year,  a  greater  io- 
dulgence  than  is  now  asked,  was  intended  toaso- 
ther  class  of  purchasers  $  greater,  becaose  the  in- 
dulgence was  not  limited  to  actual  settlers.  It 
has  been  i|  favorite  o^ect  of  the  officer  at  the 
hea'd  of  the  Treasury  Department  to  iodoce  the 
House  to  sell  for  cash  only.  When  the  solgect 
was  under  discussion  in  the  Senate,  the  papers 
were  filled  with  insinuations  of  the  great  daoger 
of  lands  being  amassed  by  spepulators;  but  I  |m- 
sume  the  danger  will  be  considered  as  dimioisbed, 
when  it  is  understood  that  lands  in  other  States 
may^be  purchased  to  any  amount  at  half  the  pace 
of  the  public  lands.  At  present,  to  guard  agtimt 
speculators,  you  sell  the  Und  to  persons  n^ cal- 
culate, after  payiqg  one-fourth  of  the  porciiase 
money^  to  receive,  the  rest  fro^i  the  prodact  of 
the  soil ;  and,  if  it  cannot  be  sold,  they  caoDot 
pay. .  With  reference  to  the  people  who  will  be 
afiected  by  this  bill,  there  is  no  people  in  aof 
part  of  the  country  more  di&posed  to  obejf  tbe 
laws  of  the  Union.  They  \ii\\  suboiit  to  tbeir 
lands  being  sold,  though  to  tbeir  utter  rQiD.i«- 
cause  they  are  nofable  to  pay  for  the  land  wbicik 
they  purchased  in  a  state  of  nature.  Thejr  will 
not  resist  the  laws,  though  thousands  shook!  be 
turned .  from  their  property,  whose  only  depend- 
ence for  subsistence  is  on  the  land.  They  do  not, 
on  account  of  the  extension  of  payment,  omit 
paying  when  they  can,  beeao^e  the  tttkneedfie 
m  1807  amounted  to  $2,318,000,  and  iu  1310  to  bat 
$1,812,000.  The  debt,  then,  is  now  $600,000  less 
than  it  was  o.n  the  first  of  Jiinuary,  1807.  These 
people  will  pay  as  soon  as  they  are  able,  and  a 
smsdl  indulgence  is  asked  to  actual  settlers  0Dif< 
I  hope,  therefore,  that  the  bill  will  pass,  and  tbat 
gentlemen  will  be  so  fully  impcessed  with  ibe 
necessity  of  an  amendment  of  the  sptem,  astbat 
they  will  be  induced  to  do  away  the  system  of 
credit,  and  thus  also  the  danger  which  now,  in 
my  opinion,  exists ;  for,  when  we  are  abottt  to 
sell  thousands  of  plantation^,  and  the  settlers  mast 
be  turned  from  their  lands^  they  may  be  indooed, 
by  distress,  to  resist  the  laws;  and  we  have  (be 
more  occasion  to  fear  it,  when  we  reflect  that,  in 
a  case  of  n^nch  less  severity,  the  Marshal  of  tbe 
United  States  has  been  resisted,  under  theautbor* 
ity  of  a  State,  (Pennsylvania,)  in  the  execuiioa 
of  the'  law^,  by  an  armed  force. 

Mr.  McEbb  said,  that  the  lands  in  KentoecT* 
which  had  been  alluded  to,  had  been  sold  out  to 
actual  settlers.  He  had  himself  been  a  membeff 
of  the  State  Legislature  wh^n  indulgence  W 
granted  to  these  peoplef  who  did  not  even  &*^.^ 
It.  The  Sute  |iad  never  experienced  aof  diD- 
culty  in  collecting  these  debts.    Had  it  been  tbe 


the  debt  would  have  been  paid,  or  the  lands  sold, 
without  an  effort  on  the  part  of  the  settlers.  The 
conelttsions  drawn  from  these  premises  are  there- 
fore entirely  erroneoust  I  have  no  sort  of  iat^' 
est  in  the  purchase  of  1yd  myself,  nor  any  friends 
or  particular  acquaintances  who  have ;  and  tb^^ 
fore  may  be  considered  an  impartial  juror,   o^^ 
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I  know  that  many  have  purchased  under  the  fair- 
est prospects  of  makiosr  nay  meat.  Many  of  them, 
when  they  removed  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  sold  the 
lands  on  which  they  had  iiyed  on  a  credit.  It  ia 
well  known  to  many  members  of  the  IJouse  that, 
owing  to  the  restrictive  system,  the  Legislatures 
of  Kentucky  and  Virginia,  as  well  as  other  States, 
passed  laws  supending  the  execution  of  the  law 
in  their  respective  States.  The  debts  due  to  in- 
dividuals were  tied  up;  so  that  individuals  who 
sold  lands,  from  the  proceeds  of  which  they  ex- 
pected to  pay  for  the  public  lands  they  purchased, 
have  been  unable  to  comply  with  t^e  terms;  andj 
unless  this  law  pass,  they  must  be  exposed  to  be 
turned  out  to  beggary  and  distress.  He  therefore 
hoped  the  bill  would  pa^. 

Air.  Smilie  said  he  coivsidered  this  case  as  ad- 
dressing itself  as  strongly  to  the  feelings  as  any 
case  he  had  ever  known.  These  persons,  after 
having  paid  three  instalments,  asked  an  indul- 
gence or  one  year  for  the  remainder.  With  re- 
spect to  other  classes  of  nxen,  involved  in  difficult 
and  distressing  circumstances,,  indulgence  had 
heretofore  been  granted.  In  the  case  of  some  fire 
which  had  occurred  in  a  seaport  town,  an  exten- 
sion of  the  time  of  payment  of  revenue  bonds  in 
that  town  had  been  given.  In  private  life,  tbis 
indalffence  was  often  extended  both  for  justice 
and  for  interest.  Could  this  House,  unmoved, 
witness  the  distress  of  families  driven  froip  their 
homes  ;  of  families  which  had  travelled  through 
th^  wilderness,  and  spent  four  or  five  years  m 
changing  the  state  of  their  plantations  from  wil- 
derness to  cultivation  1  If  they  were  now  to  be 
ousted  from  their  plantations  and  turned  adrift 
on  tbe  world,  they  would  be  rendered  desperate 
and,  to  some  measure,  useless  to  society.  Mr.  S. 
said,  he  hoped,  that  out  of  good  policy,  for  these 
persons  had  no  legal  claims,  the  House  would 
grant  a  further  time  for  payment.    . 

Tbe  question  wav  then  taken  on  the  bill,  which 
was  passed— yejis  68,  nays  25,  as  as  follows : 

Ybas— Willk  AlsUm,  Jonior,  William  Anderson, 
£zekiel  Bacon,  Adam.  Bojd,  James  Breckinridge,, 
John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John 
Campbell,  William  Chamberlin,  John  Ctopton,  How- 
ell Cobb,  James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  William  Craw- 
ford, Richard  Cutts,  Joseph  Desha,  Willia&  Bly,  Jas. 
Emott,  Wm.  Findlev,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gard- 
ner, David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson 
Goodwyn,  WHllam  Hale,  James  Holland,  Benjamin 
Howard,' John  G.  Jackson,  Richard  Jackson,  junior, 
Richard  M.  Johnson,  William  Kennedy,  Philip  B. 
Key,  Jo*.  Lewb,  junior,  Katthew  Lyon,  Aaron  L^le, 
Robert  Marion,  Samnel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim, 
John  Montgomery;  Nicholas  R.  Moor6,  Jeremiah  Mor- 
row, Benjamin  Piekman,  jun.,  Timothy  l^tkin,  jun., 
John  P<»rtor,  EUsha  R.  Potter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsyl- 
▼ania,  John  Roane,  Ebeneaer  Sage,  Thomsls  Bammons, 
EbenesCT  Beaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Den- 
nis Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith, 
Saosael  Smith,  Heni^  Southard,  Richard  Stanford, 
Samuel  Taggart»  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Thomp- 
son, Jabes  Upbam,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  Whitehill, 
James  Wilson,  and  Richard  Winn. 

N^Ts— Bnrwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  William 
A.  Burwell,  William,Butler,  John  Dawson,  Meshack 


Franklin,  Jacob  Hufty,  Walter  Jones,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Vincent  Matthews,  R  M.  Miller,  Wm.  Milnor, 
Gordon  8.  Momfordy  Joseph  Pearson,  Josiah  Quincy, 
John  Randolph,.  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias 
Richahls,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  John  Taylor, 
Uri  Tracy,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  and  Robert  Weakley. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate^  enti- 
tled "  An  act  to  erect  a  light-house  at  theentrance 
of  Scituate  harbor,  a  stone  column  on  a  spit^f 
land  at  the  .entrance  into  Boston  harbor,  and  a 
beacon  on  Beach  point,  near  Plyniouth  harbor, in 
the  State  of  Massachusetts ;  a  light  at  the  en- 
trance of  Bayou  St.  John,  into  Lake  Pontchar- 
train;  and  two  lifi;hts  on  Lake  Erie;"  and  after 
some  time  spent  therein  the  Committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill  with  an  amendment  thereto ;  an4 
the  House  adjouri^ed. 


Saturday,  April  28. 

Mr.  MiLNOR,  from  the  committee,  appointed 
op  the  twenty-aiith  instant,  made  a  report ;  which 
was  read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  and  tbe  resolution 
therein  contained  concurred  in.  by  the  House;  as 
follows:, 

Re^olvedf  That  tbe  sereral  witnesws  summoned  by 
the  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  cause  or 
causes  of  tbe  great  m^irtality  in  Uiat  detachment  of  the 
Army  ordered  for  tbe  defence  of  New  Orlcfans,  and  by 
the  cpmmittee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of 
Brigadier  General  James  Wilkinson,  shall  be  allowed 
and  paid  for  every  day's  attendance  on  said  commitieea 
the  sum  of  three  dollars,  and  also  at  the  rate  of  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  for  every  mile  thev  shall  necessarily 
travel  in  coming  to  the  city  of  Washington,  and  in 
returning  to  their  usual  place  of  residence ;  and  that 
the  messengers  employed  to  summon  any  of  ^e  said^ 
witnesses  be  aDowed  and  paid  the  same  rate  of  mile- 
age ;  and  the  sums  so  allowed  shall  be  paid  by  the 
Clerk  out  of  the  contingent  fond  of  this  House,  on 
orders  drawn  by  the  chi^men  of  the  respective  com- 
mittees aforesaid:  Providfd^  That  no  witness  who 
was  in  the  dty  of  Washington  at  the  time  of  being 
summoned,  shidl  be  entitled  to  receive  any  allowance 
for  mileage. 

Tbe  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resolu* 
tion  sent  from  the  Senatie,  proposing  an  amend- 
noient  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States; 
and  the  same  being  twice  read,  was  referred  to. 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the 
Union. 

The' House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amendr 
moots  of  the  Senate  to  the  hillj  entitled  "  Aa 
act  providing  for  the  sale  of  c%tain  lands  in  the 
Indiana  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes ;"  and 
the  same  being  read,  were  concurred  in  by  the 
House. 

Orderedy  That  Mr.  Montgomcry  be  excused 
IVom  serving  on  the  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  conduct  of  Brigadier   General^ 
James  Wilkinson. 

The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
acft  to  enable  the  people  of  the  Territory  of  Or- 
leans to  form  a  constitution  and  State  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2007 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


H.orR. 


Reduction  qf  the  Navy. 


April,  1810. 


the  UoioQ  on  an  eqaal  footing  wiih  the  original 
Stales,  and  for  other  purposes,"  was  read  twice, 
and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole 
on  Monday  next. 

The  hill  sent  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
act  allowing  compensation  to  Robert  Robinson," 
was  read  twice,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  Monday  next. 
.  The  bill  sent  from  ti^e  Senate,  entitled  "  An 
act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  *  An  act  con- 
cerning the  Library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,"  was  read  twice^  and  ordered  to  be 
read  the  third  time  on  Monday  next. 

A  message  from  th^  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  *^ An 
act  concerning  the  conjmeroial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependenci^,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  with  amendments;  in  which  they 
aesire  the  concurrence  of  this  House. 

REDCrCTION  OF  THE  NAVTf . 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  reducing  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the 
United  States. 

Mr.  Smilie's  amendment  was  modified  saas 
Xp  fix  the  number  of  officers,  dbc.,  to  be  retained  in 
serfice,  as  follows:  thirteen  captains,  nine  masters 
eommandant,  seventy-two  lieutenants,  ^—  mid* 
sliipmen  and  — '—  seamen,  ordinary  seamen  and 
boys. 

Mr.  Mdmford  again  moved  to  pos^tpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  indefinitely 
— lost,  yeas  40,  nays  54. 

Mr.  Uandolpb  moved  to  strike  out  the  num- 
bers thirteen,  nine,  and  sevienty-two,  in  the  amend- 
ment, beiiiff  desirous  of  reducinff  the  officers,  if 
any  part  of  the  establishment,  Motion  lost, 'ayes 
40,  noes  46.  , 

Mr.  N.  R.  MooRB  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question  on  Mr.  Smilie's  amendment. 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  that  part  of  it 
which  authorizes  the  President  to  k^ep  in  service 
so  many  of  the  armed  vessels  as  he  may  think 
proper,  and  to  lay  up  the  rest  in  ordinary  in  conve- 
nient ports.  This  part  of  the  amendment  was 
«|:reed  to — yea»  61,  nays  38,  as  follows  : 

YiAk— Willis  Alston,  jr.,  Ekekiel  Bacon^  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  William 
Chamberlin,  Epaphroditos  Champion,  Mat^ew  Clay, 
Howell  Cobb,  Jas.  Cochran,  John  Darenport,  jr.,  Jos. 
Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findley, 
Meshack  Franklin,  Gideon  Ghirdner,  Thomas  Gholson, 
Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heister,  James  Holland, 
Jacob  Hnfty,  Robert  Jenkins,  William  Kennedy,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  Me- 
Bryde,  Sam'l  McKee,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R. 
Moore,  Thos.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  0. 
Moseley,  Joseph  Pearson,  Beniamin  Pickman,  jun., 
Timothy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph, 
John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  Eben- 
«zer  Seayer,  Adam  Seybcrt,  8amL  Shaw,  Daniel  Shef- 
fej,  John  Smilie,  Geo.  Smith,  Samuel  8mi|h,  Richard 
Sunford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin  Tall- 
madge«  John  Taylor»  George  M.  Troup,  Jabes  Up- 


ham,  Robert  Weaktoy,  Laban  Wheaton,  and  Robert 
WhitehiU. 

Nats— William  Anderson,  DaTid  Bard^  BorweO 
Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  WiUiam  A.  Bw- 
wiBll,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Caoipbell,  John  Clo{>toi, 
James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutti,  Sta- 
uel  W.  Dana,  Baraillai  Gannett,  David  8.  Oaritnd, 
Walter  Jones,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  John  Lots,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  WiUiam  Miloor, 
Qurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thpmu  Ne»> 
ton,  John  Porter,  Josiah  Quini^,  John  Rhat  of 
Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thooii 
Sammons,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smith,  Henry  Soath- 
ard,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  KUlian  K.  Van  Reneeelter, 
James  Wilson,  Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Withe^ 
q>oon. 

The  second  clause  of  Mr.  Smilib'0  amend- 
ment being  under  consideration- 
Mr.  Smilie  moved  to  fill  the  blank  for  the 
number  of  midshipmen  with  "  one  hundred  and 
fifty"  (about  half  the  number  at  present  in  ler- 
vice) — Agreed  to,  ayes  51,  noes  37. 

The  question  was  stated  on  filling  the  blank 
for  the  number  of  seamen  to  be  retained  with 
*^  two  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twenty-three," 
as  moved  by  Mr.  Bass  bit. 

Mr.  Lyon  observed  that,  \ie\n%  opposed  to  the 
total  destruction  of  our  little  Navy,  be  haring 
mad^  some  efforts  to  get  rid  of  the  business  at  this 
late  period  of  the  session,  when  it  was  impossible 
to  act  upon  the  subject  of  reductipn  with  doe  de- 
liberation, he  hoped  he  should  not  be  thooghtto 
be  trifling  away  the  precious  time  of  the  House, 
when  the  subject  was  so  hard  pressed  opoo  us, 
if  he  should  at  this  time  endeavor  to  mtke  him- 
self understood  on  this  subject.  Indeed,  he  con- 
sidered it  an  indispensable  duty.  From  the  pos- 
session of  a  surplus  of  one  commodity|  and  the 
desire  or  want  of  another,  naturally  arises  coin- 
merpe,  said  Mr.  L.  From  the  exercise  of  cob- 
meree,  naturally  arises  a  desire  to  extend  itsd^ 
From  a  desire  to  extend  commerce,  arises  a  de- 
sire to  defend  it;  otft  of  this  desire  a  navy  wtfl 
grow,  where  the  meana  are  attainable.  Africii' 
ture,  in  many  countries,  is  to  this  day  considerM 
as  merely  the  business  of  raising  from  the  eartk 
bread  and  domestic  cortiforts  for  the  family  tb^ 
carry  it  on;  but  in  this  country  agricultore pr^ 
duces  the  means  for  commerce  to  operate.  The 
operation  of  commerce  in  the  encouiagemeoi  of 
agriculture  is  daily  developing  its  true  character 
in  this  country  ;  therefore  agriculture  and  eoa- 
merce  are  coming  to  act  together;  and  they  will 
produce,  under  our  Republican  8ystem,a.Ge7eni- 
ment  favorable  to  copamerce.  Such  a  ^^f^ 
ment  will  have  a  navy,  and,  believiog  asldo, 
this  will  be  the  result  of  the  operations  of  oar 
Government,  I  cannot  yield  te  this  momentary 
impulse  for  destroying  the  little  Navy  we  har^ 
merely  to  expose  the  nation  to  the  «*P^^ 
buildinff  it  upagain,  and  to  the  nakedness  towhiea 
it  WouHl  be  exposed  during  the  time  bet^eea 
pulling  down  aod  building  up*  , 

Latterly,  sir,  this  seems  to  be  a  Government oi 
which  the  most  prominent  feature  is  vibration-* 
a  Government  of  extremes,  never  stationary.  One 
day  the  Constitution  b  to  be  amended  or  expUia- 
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ed,  10  order  to  enable  the  OovernineDt  to  lay  oat 
our  surplus  rerenoe  io  Datronal  improvemeots 
and  emDellishmeDts.   Our  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury has  to  torture  his  brain  to  find^out  a  mode 
by  which  the  extinguishnaent  of  national  debt  is 
to  be  accelerated.    Another  day,  all  the  estab- 
lisbroents  of  the  Government  are  to  be  torn  down, 
in  order  to  bring  our  expenditure  to  our  means, 
although  our  means  are  no  more  stationary  than 
the  miod  of  the  Legislature.    One  day,  gunboats 
is  all  the  rage ;  another,  day,  they  are  to  be  cast 
away  in  as  great  disgust  as  the  fickle  girl  throws 
from  her  the  bonnet  which  has  become  unfash- 
ionable, and  which  but  a  few  weeks  before  was 
the  first  object  of  her  ambition.    Ope  day,  life 
and  fortune  is  to  be  pledged  for  the  carrying  trade, 
for  the  defence  of  our  commercial  rights.    One 
day,  commerce  and  the  free  use  of.  the  ocean  is 
ererythingi   the  next  day,  as  it  were,  foreign 
commerce  is  nothing,  we  can  and  will  supiHy 
our  wants ;  we  will  mak$  a  dignified  retreat  from 
the  ocean.    I  shall  never  forget  the  solemnity 
with  which  we  were  told  of  the  capture  of  the 
frigate  in  the  bay  of  Tripoli^the  consternation 
that  seised  the  great  men  of  this  natijon  at  the 
loss  of  one  of  our  frigates.    Nothing  but  the 
tbouffht  of  the  poor  fellows  who  were  in  slavery 
coQld  keep  me  from  laughing,  when  I  looked  at 
the  confirmed  gravity  of  the  countenances  of  gen- 
tlemen ID  this  House  at  the  loss  of  it  single  ship. 
Life  and  fortune  was  then  to  be  pledged,  and  so 
eager  were  we  to  repair  the  loss  and  wipe. the 
stain  from  the  American  character,  that  a  unan- 
imous vote  passed  this  House  to  raise  a  tax  upon 
this  nation.  This  tax,  although  expressly  limited 
in  Us  duration,  which  has  long  since  expired,  has 
been  continued,  and  is  now  continued,  under  a 
false  name ;  and  many  of  those  who  were  in  that 
unanimous  vote  are  now  reminded  that  they  have 
tied  a  knot  with  their  toi»gues  which  they  have 
not  been  able  to  untie  with  their  te^th.    I  find, 
sir,  many  of  the  taiqe  gentlemen  who  were  then, 
M  it  were,  panic  struck  at  the  loss  of  one  frigate, 
are  now  become  so  valiant  that  they  dm  spare 
them  ail  without  rej^ret.   And  pray,  sir,  was  tnere 
any  more  oeeasion  wr  onr  frigates  then  than  now  ? 
U  there  do  Tripoli  now  to  make  unreasonable 
demands  apoQ  us,  to  threaten  us,  to  rob  or  plun- 
der our   ships,  and   to  enslave  our   seafaring 
men?    Is  there  no  Algiers, , no  Tunis,  no  Mo- 
rocco, no  Barbary  Powers  >  or  have  these  barba- 
rians become  more  reasonable  in  their  demands, 
more  faithful  to  their  treaties,  or  more  humane 
to  their  slaves  ?    I  ask  gentlemen  who  are  for  the 
annihilation  of  our  little  Navv,if  they  could  have 
their  will,  and  put  it  down  this  day,  and  to-mor- 
row they  should  be  informed  that  eight  or  ten 
corsairs  from  Barbary  were  hovering  on  our  coast, 
that  they  bad  captured  four  or  five  large  Ameri- 
can ships  on  their  return  from  Europe  and  India, 
that  they  were  daily  picking  up  the  smaller  ves- 
sels, that  they  had  taken  all  our  ffunboats  and 
revenue  cutters  they  could  find,  that  they  had 
taken  refuge  on  Amelia  island,  or  some  other 
idand,  of  which  they  had'  possessed  themselves, 
and  from  whence  they  could  make  their  excur- 1 


sions  at  pleasure — would  they  not,  to-morrow, 
repent  of  their  rashness?    Would  they  not  put 
on  the  same  grave  face  they  did  on  the  loss^of 
the  Philadelphia  in  1804?    I  know  they  would, 
sir;  and  the  cry  of,  "something  must  be  done,'' 
would  be  revived  and  resound^  in  this  House. 
I  ask  gentlemen  if  they  think  there  is  anything 
but  terror  and  apprehension  of  defeat  that  keeps 
these  barbarians  from  doing,  or  attempting  to  do, 
all  this?   And  from  whence  this  terror,  these  ap- 
prehensions, arise  ?    Is  it  from  a  knowledge  that 
we  have  wood,  iron,  tar,  and    hemp  enough, 
to  make  ships,  and  a  brave  militia  to  defend  our 
country?    No,  sir;  it  arises  from  a  knowledge 
that  we  have  frigates  and  brave  tars  to  check  their 
progress  and  chastise  their  temerity.    We  can- 
not lonff  conceal  from  them  the  destruction  of 
our  little  Nai^.    The  same  conduct,  on  their 
part,  which  provoked  us  to  commence  building 
a  navy  at  the  outset,  will  be  acted  over  again, 
and  should  we  n^w  put  down  our  Navy  it  woula 
not  be  three  years  before  we  should  be  in  the  act 
of  regenerating  it  with  immense  national  loss, ' 
and  at  immense  national  expense!..  I  well  remem- 
ber when  the  popular  cry  was,  that  he  who.  would 
not  use  everv  exertion  to  regain  our  fellow-citi- 
zens from  Algerine  slavery,  ought  himself  to  be 
an  Algerine  slave.   The  buildiog  frigates,  4o  pun- 
ish the  barbarians  and  protect  our  men  and  ships, 
was  popular.    In  like  circumstances,  it  would  be 
popular  again.  I  hate  puUiug  down,  where  I  know 
It  IS  only  to  build  upagaiq.  I  detest.this  frequent 
swinging  of  the  political  pendulum  from  one  ex- 
treme to  theoth^r ;  and  when  1  see  that  pendulum 
about  to  be  set  in  motion,  I  generally  brace  tigaiast 
the  vibration. .  I  know  very  well  that  the  Navy  wa 
have  got  costs  too  much,  for  what  it  does.  I  ||:now. 
we  are  continually  hiring  private  ships  to  run  of 
errand^  which  ouffht  to  be  done  by  public  ships, 
which  are  idle  at  the  same  time.    Little  as  I  like 
the  Russian  minion,  and  the  man  that  mission 
was  sent  by,  I  felt  my  indignation  rise  when  I 
saw  the  manner  of  his  entry  into  Pejtersburg ;  the 
insult  offered  him ;  and  the  neglect  showii  to  him, 
because  he  went  out  in  a  merchant  ship  wheu 
we  bad  frigates  enough  doing  nothing ;  officers 
|ind  men  enough  who  would  have  been  proud  to 
have  themselves  showu,  and  their  ship  in  a  for- 
eign port,  on  such  an  occasion. 

There  has  undoubtedly  been  too  much  money 
spent  in  our  navy-yards,  too  many  professional 
lookers-on  kept  in  pay  there.  1  am  either  wil- 
ling, to  leave  it  with  the  Executive  to  correct 
these  abuses  during  the  recess,  or  I  am  willing  to 
vote  that  a  specific  reasonable  sum  may  be  ex- 
pended, in  each  navy-yard,  for  every  year,  and 
no  more.  If  we  had  time,  I  would  be  willing  to 
go  into  the  subject  at  large,  but  I  ao^  not  yet  wil- 
ling to  pull  all  down  at  once,  because  abuses  have 
crept  in.  If  I  should  find,  when  I  go  home,  that 
there  has  been  a  ^reat  deal  too  much  whiskey 
drank  about  my  still-house,  and  there  has  been 
abuses  in  its  management,  and  my  wife  should 
insist  that  I  must  pull  down  the  house  and  de- 
stroy the  stills,  I  would  reason  with  her,  and  tell 
her  that  I  had  set  up  the  still-house  to  consume 
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the  surplus  grain  of  m^  own  ftnd  my  neighbors' 
farms,  and  send  the  whiskey  where  it  would  fetch 
us  cash,  after  saving  enough  for  our  comfott; 
that  ail  things  calculated  for  comfort  and  accom- 
modation were  subject  to  abuse;  that  we  must 
correct  the  abuses,  as  far  a^  we  can,  but  the  maii^ 
object  must  be  pursued — so  in  this  case.  Indeed, 
{(ir,  when  I  have  seen  gentlemen  so  eager  to  go 
to  War  with  England  or  Fratace.  or  both,  and  saw 
that  ihey  placed  reliance  on  this  little  Navy,  I 
was  almoaft  inclined  to  join  with  those  who  were 
for  pulling  it  down,  for  I  thought  we  had  better 
lose  our  little  Navy  and  bec^n  anew,  than  be  in- 
volved in  an  endless  war  for  the  ocean  ;  a  war 
which,  began  now,  would  forever  keep  us  too 
poor  to  use  that  ocean,  if  it  was  surtendered  to 
us.  But,  sir,!  see  now  the  war-song  is  grown 
old  aud  stale ;  war  speeches  have  got  out  of  fash- 
ion, as  much  as  the  bonnets  that  were  worn  twelve 
months  aso,  aqd  I  have  returned  to  the  Navy,  to 
my  old  doctrine.  Awe  and  chastise  the  little 
^Powers  that  would  insult  and  abuse  you;  for 
this  you  want  your  little  Navy.  Correct  the 
abuses  which  have  crept  into  the  system ;  treat 
and  temporize  with  the  i^rcat  Powers.  What 
cannot  be  got  that  way,,  waive  any  dispute  about ; 
let  the  nation  grow ;  let  your  naval  power  grow 
with  the  nation's  growth ;  you  wilt,  by  that  means, 
be  getting  ahead,  not  only  of  the  smallest,  but  of 
second  and  third-rate  Powers,  until  the  day  shall 
arrive  when  you  may  bid  defiance  to  any  rower 
on  earth.  The  powers  and  attributes  of  growth 
being  such,  in  this  dation,as  no  nation  ever  knew 
before — we  majr  safely  r6ly  on  them.  It  is  these 
powers  and  attributes  of  growth  that  makes  me, 
on  these  subjects,  feel  that  I  am  legislatii^g  for 
another  country.  I  know  my  days  cannot  be 
long  here,  but^  I  am  just  as  eager  that  my  prog-^ 
eny,  and  that  of  my  ootemporaries,  ^hould  have 
every  advantage  of  this  growth,  as  if  I  were  sure 
to  live  to  see  and  enjoy  It  myself. 

I  beg  gentlemen  not  to  suffer  the  panic  that 
has  seized  them  at  the  appearance  of  the  destrnc- 
tioir  and  havoc  the]^  have  made  with  the  revenue, 
by  the  fnafdy  cUtUude  qf  aelfidegtruction  they 
took,  some  years  ago,  to  operate  on  them,  to  the 
destruction  of  every  vestige  of  power  in  the  Gov- 
ernment. If  thev  will  but  have  patience,  and 
leave  things  to  tace  their  course,  all  will  be  right 
aeain.  Thta  national  growth,  which  I  almost 
idolize,  will  not  only  repair  the  injuries  their  er- 
rors have  caused — errors  which  1  warned  them 
of  in  season — but  it  will  draw  the  veil  of  oblivion 
over  them,  and  the  perpetrators  will  be  forgiven, 
on  the  score  of  good  intention.  As  to  the  object 
df  the  present  motion,  it  is  merely  to  tell  the  Pre- 
sident that,  in  no  case  shall  he  employ  more  than 
so  many  seamen ;  it  is  to  reduce  the  number  of 
seamen  that  the  law  now  authorizes  hitiv  to  em- 
ploy. If,  sir,  I  might  possibly  be  apprehensive  of 
the  President's  employinff  too  many  officers,  as  I 
know  he  is  constantly  solicited  on  that  head,  I 
never  can  be  afraid  of  his  employing  too  many 
seamen ;  but  seamen  will  not  besiege  the  palace 
to  demand  employ.  It  is  not  embargo  times  now, 
and  nev^r  will  be  again,  I  hope,  and  they  do  not 


beg  for  employment.  I  wish  not  so  to  tie  up  tbe 
President's  hands  as  to  disable  him  from  sending 
out  a  ship  to  her  destined  station,  before  the  ship 
on  that  station  returns  homeland  dismisses  ber 
hands.'  Such  embarrassment  has  happened  be- 
fore now.  The  seamen's  wages  are  but  a  tmall 
item,  it  seems,  in  our  naval  expenditures ;  and  I 
am  perfectljr  willing  to  place  unlimited  confi- 
dence on  this  score. 

The  following  are  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
question  of  filling  the  blank  with  two  thousand 
seven  hundred : 

Ybas — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Boiwefl 
Baaaett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown>  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  John  ClopCoo, 
Qrdiard  Cook,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
C^tta,  Samuel  W.  Dana^  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
jG^ardner,  David  8.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  PetCBson 
Goodwyn,  Walter  Jonea,  Joseph  Lewis  jdn.,  John 
Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  Wm.  MUnor,  Nicholas  H.  Moor^  Gurdon  & 
Muradbrd,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Por> 
ter,  Josiah  Quinqy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Rosne,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thoma^  dkLmmons,  Deonii 
Smelt,  G^xgt  Siaifli,  John  Smiih,  Henry  Southaid, 
John  Thompson,  Archibald  Van  Horn,  Killian  K. 
Yah  Rensselaer,  James  Wilson,  Richi^  WiiiB,aiid 
Robert  WithernK>on. — 46, 

Nats— Ilsekiel  Bacon,  William  W.  pibb,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  WiQiam 
Chamberlin,  Bpaphroditua  Champion,  Matthew  Clay, 
HoweH  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  Jonn  Davenport,  jun., 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  Wiiiiam  Findlej,  Mesback 
Franklin,  Daniel  Heister,  Jacob  Hufty,  Wm.  Kennedy, 
Philip  B.  Key,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert 
Marion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Sam- 
uel McKee,  John  Montgoriiery,  Thomas  Moore,  Jer- 
emiah Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Joseph  Pear- 
son, Benjamin  Pickman,  jr.,  TimOthy  Pitkin,  jr.,  Bfi- 
sha  R.  Potter,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennay)- 
vsnis,  Matthias  Richards,  Ebeneser  Seaver,  8amuei 
Shaw,  Daniel  Shefiby,  John  Sniilis.  Samuel  SaaA, 
Richard  Stanford,  John  8tanky,.Jaopb  Swoope,  Damnsl 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taytoit,  Gaeigs 
M.  Troup,  Jabez  Upham,  Robert  Weakley,  LaibsB 
Wheaton,  and  Robert  Whitehai.--63. 

The  question  wvs  then  taken  on  filttog  the 
blank  with  ^'  two  thousand/'  as  oioved  by  Mr. 
Pi«KiCAN,  and  lost — ^yeas  30,  nays  56,  as  ibliows: 
Yeas— Wi!Bam  Anderson,  Dsvid  Bard,  Burwefl 
Bassett,  John  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  J6hn  CaiinibsB, 
Jdin  Clopton,  Orohaid  Caok,  Wflliam  Crawford,  RSch- 
aid  Cutta,  John  Dawson,  Gideon  Gardner,  Datid  S. 
Gsrland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Petsrton  Goodwyn,  Beii)a- 
min  Howard,  Walter  Jones,  Joaeph  Lewis,  jr^  J<ika 
Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Alexander  MoKim,  Pleasant  M. 
Miller,  William  Milnor,  Thomaa  Newton,  BaDJamtn 
Pickman,  jr.,  John  Porter,  Joaiah  Quihcy,^  John  Boana, 
Ebenezer  Sage,  Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith,  John 
Smith,  Heniy  Southard,  John  Thompson,  Charles 
Turner,  jr.^  Killian  K.  Yan  Rensselaer,  James  Wilaoa, 
Richard  Winn,  and  Robert  Withersooon. 

Naxs— Willii  AUton,  junior,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Daniel 
Blaiadell,  Robert^Brown,  William  Butler,  William 
Chamberlin,  Epapjiroditua  Champion,  MatUiew  Clay. 
Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochran,  John  Davenport,  jr., 
Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James  Emott,  William 
Finney,  Meshack    Franklin,  Daniel  Heister,  Jacob 
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Hafty,  WilBam  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Key,  Aaron  Lyle, 
Nathaniel  Macon,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent  Matthews 
Archibald  MeBiyde,  Q^minel  McKee,  John  Montgbm* 
eiy,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Motrow,  Jonathan  O.  Mosel^,  Ourdon  8.  Mumford, 
Thnothy  PitUn,  jun.,  EMUl  R.  Potter,  John  Ran* 
dolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylranm,  John  Rhea  of  Ten- 
nessee^ MatUiias  Richards,  Thoe.  SamnuHis,  Ebenezer 
dearer,  SAftrael  IShaw,  Daniel  Shefiey,  John  SmUie, 
Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob 
Swoope,  SaBkoel  Taggart,  Benjamin  TaUmadge,  John 
Taylor,  Geoige  M,  Tronp,  Jabet  Upham,  AxclnJMid 
Van  Horn,  Robert  WeaJdey,  ^aban  "Wheaton,  and 
Robert  Whitehill. 

The  qoestioQ  was  taken  on  filling  the  blank 
with  "ooe  thousand  four  hundred  and'  twetity- 
fiFBj"  as  aored  by  Mr.  SHEFPrr,  and  carried,  as 
follow: 

YKia— M^illis  Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  Din- 
id  Blaisdell^  William  BnUer,  William  Chamberhn, 
Eptphroditna  Champion,  Matdiew  Olay,  Howell  Cobb, 
James  Oodtfsui,  Ridiard  Cutts,  J6hn  Davenport,  jun.» 
John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely,  James 
Emott,  William  Findleyv  Meehack  Franklin,  David  8. 
Garland,  Thomas  Oholson,  Peterson  (jh>odwyn,  Beti- 
jamin  Howard,  Jacob  Hu|iy,  William  Kennedy,  Philip 
B.Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  junior,  Robert  Marion,  Vincent 
Matthews,  Archibidd  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee,  John 
Montgomery,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jon- 
athan O.  Moseiey,  Timothy  ritkin,  junior,  Plisha  R« 
Potter,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  MatUiias  Richards, 
Ebenezer  Seaver,  Daniel  Shefiey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John 
Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stan- 
ley, Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Tay- 
lor, George  M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Jabez 
Upham,  Robert  Weakley  j  Robert  Whitehill,  and  James 
Wilson.— ftd. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown, 
Robert  Brown,  Joseph  CaHioun,  John  Campbell,  John 
Clopton,  Orchard  Cook,  William  Crawford,  Samuel 
W.INma,  CHdeon  Gardner,  Daniel  Heister,  Walter 
J^oaes,  John  Love,  Nathaniel  Maeon.  Alexander  Mc- 
Khn,  WUIidm  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Gurdon  8. 
Mnmfi»rd,  Thomas  Kewton,  Beigamin  I^ckman,  inn., 
John  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Randolpli,  John 
Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Ss^e, 
Thomas  Sammons,  Samivel  ^aW,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Jacob  Swoope,  Archibald  Van  Horn, 
KilUan  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  Richard 
Winn,  and  Robert  Withenpoon.— 40. 

The  qoestion  was  then  tak^non  the  second 
elanee  of  Mr.  Smufi'g  ameDdmeBt,  and  carried, 
as  follows:  ' 

YsAv^-OSMldel  Bacon,  Wflliam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
BhisdeU,  Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Epatdirodittts 
Ghttnpion,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Qpbb,  James  Coch- 
ran, John  Davenport,  junior,  Joseph  Desha,  William 
Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Fmdiey,  MeshSek  Frank- 
lin, Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel 
Heister,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  G.  Jackson,  William  Ken- 
nedy, Philip  B.  Key,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
RobBrt  Marion,  Vincent  Matuewsy  Archibald  Mc- 
Bryde, Samuel  McKee,  John  Monteomery,  Thomas 
Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  0.  Moseiey,  Tim- 
othy Pitkin,  junior,'  Elisha  R.  Potter,  John  Rtuidolph, 
Joui  Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  Matthias  Richards,  Ebene- 
zer Seaver,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Shef- 


fey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  Samuel  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Samuel 
Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John  Taylor,  George 
M.  Troup,  Charles  Turner,  junior,  Jabez  Upham, 
Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Wheaton,  Robert  Whitehill, 
and  James  Wilson^— 57. 

Nats — WHKam  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  William  A.  But- 
well,  Joseph  Calhoun,  John  Campbell,  John  Clopton, 
Orchard  Uook,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Sam- 
uel W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  Bariillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Walter  Jonea,  Jose]^ 
Lewis,  junior,  Alexander  McKimi  Pleasant  M.  MUler, 
William  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Gurdon  S.  Mum- 
ford,  lloger  Nelson,  Thomas  NeWtoU,  Benjamin  Pick- 
man,  junior,  John  Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea 
of  Tennessee,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  George 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaeri  Richard  Winn,  and 
Robert  Witherspoon.— 39. 

The  question  being  about  to  be  takeu  on  the 
whole  ot  Mr.  Smilie^  proposition-^ 

Mr.  McEiM  renewed  the  .motion,  with  a  ^iew 
to  saving  the  time  of  the  House,  to  postpone  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  indefinitely. 
He  said  be  felt  a  firm  persuasion  that  if  this  bill 
passed  this  House,  k  could  not 'be  passed  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legblature.  Thev  had  this 
morning  tetarned  to  the  House  a  bill  with  an 
amendment  authorizing  ^  convoy  system ;  and 
with  this  disposition  it  could  not  be  expected  that 
they  would  agree  to  reduce  the  Navy. 

Mr.  Key  spoke  against  indefinite  po'stpoqement. 
This  House,  he  said,  ought  to  viegislate  as  it 
deemed  proper,  without  referenoe  to  the  acts  or 
disposition  of  any  other  branch  of  the  Govern- 
ment, except  when  specifically  before  them.  This 
Hou^e  deeming  it  proper  to  reduce  the  Navy, 
ou^ht  not  to  be  deterred  from  acting  as  they 
thought  proper,  by  an  anticipation  of  the  fate  of 
the  bill  in  the  other  House. 

Mh  Macon  spoke  against  indefinite  postpone- 
ment. 

Mr.  MoNtGOitBRY  protested -against  being  con- 
sidered as  owing  any  «lle|;iance  to  the  Senate. 
The  House  of  Representatives  ought  not  to  act 
with  reference  to  the  disposition  of  ftny  other 
body  whatever.  Even  this  morning  a  bill  had 
been  returned  from  the  Senate  in  which  they  had 
attempted  to  hold  a  rod  over  the  House.  [Mr. 
M.  was  here  called  to  order.]  He  said  he  hoped 
the  House  would  not  act  under  the  influence  of 
any  idea  of  what  the  Senate  would  do,  and  he 
was  therefore  against  the  indefinite  postponement. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was 
lost,  yeas  35.        .  ' 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  two 
clauses  of  Mr.  Smiue's  amendment,  connectedly, 
and  carried,  yeas  49,  nays  35,  as  follows  : 

Tbas— Ezekiel  Baeon,  WiUiam  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
BUisdell,' Robert  Brown,  William  Butler,  Epaphrodi- 
tus  Champion,  Matthew  Clay,  Howell  Cobb,  James 
Cochran,  John  Davenport,  mnior,  Joseph  Desha,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  William  Findlcy,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Dan^ 
iel  Heister,  John  G.  Jackson,  William  Kennedy,  Phil- 
ip B«  Key,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Bfacon,  Rob^  Mar- 
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ion,  Vincent  Matthews,  Archibald  McBryde,  Bamuel 
McKee,  John  Montgomery,  Tbdmas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkin,  Jan., 
John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  PemuylTania,  Ebenezer 
SeaTer,  Adam  Seybert,  San^uel  Shaw,  Dapiel  Bheflfey, 
John  Smiiie,  Samuel  Smith,  Richard  Stanford,  John 
Stanley,  Samuel  Taggart,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  John 
Taylor,  Jabez  Upham,  Robert  Weakley,  Laban  Whea- 
ton,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

Nats — William  Anderson,  David  Bard,  Burwell 
Bassett,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  Joseph  Calhoun}  John  Campbell,  John  Clopton, 
Orchard  'Uook»  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Richard 
Cutts,  John  Dawson,  BandlUd  Gannett,  Gideon  Gard- 
ner, David  S.  Garland,  Robert  Jenkins,  Walter  Jones, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  John  Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Alex- 
ander McKim,  William  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moor6> 
GurdonS.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelsoq,  Thomas  Newton, 
John  Nicholson,  Benjamin  Pickman,  junior,  John 
Porter,  Josiah  Quincy,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  John 
Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thomas  Sammons,  Dennis 
Smelt,  John  Smith,  Htenry  Southard,  John  Thompson, 
Charles  Turner,  junior,  Archibald  Van  H6m,Killian 
K.  Van  Rensselaer,  James  Wilsoir,  and  Robert  With- 
erspoon*  , 

Mr.  MoNTooMBsv  moved  farther  to  amend 
the  sajd  bill  by  adding  thereto  a  new  section,  as 
follows: 

'*  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  so  much  of  the 
first  section  of  an  act,  entitled  '  An  act  to  authorize 
the  employment  of  an  additional  naval  force,'  passed 
the  thirty-first  day  of  January,  one  thbusand  eight 
hundred  and  nine,  as-requires  the  public  armed  vessels 
to  be  statipned  at  such  ports  and  places  on  the  seaeoast, 
or  cniise  on  the  seaeoast  of  me  United  States  and 
Territories  thereof,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  revived.'* 

And  the' question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was 
determined  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Randolph  said^  as  the  House  had  deter- 
mined to  reduce  the  most  useful  part  of  the  Na- 
val Establishment,  he  was  desirous  of  reducing 
the  most  expensire  part.  He  therefore  moved 
.  the  following  section  as  an  amendment  to  the 
bill : 

**  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  firopn  and  after 
the  passing  of  this  abt,  the  Marine  Corps  shall  consist 
of  — *  companies  of  — *  men,  one  captain,  and 
three  subalterns  each." 

Mr.  R.  aaid,  the  number  of  marines  now  in 
service  was  the  same  as  when  the  President  if  as 
authorized  to  employ  five  thousand  men,  and  ac- 
tually had  in  service  two  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three,  and  the  same  number  as 
was  authorized  to  be  employed  when,  under  Mr. 
Adams's  Administration,  nearly  eight  thousand 
seamen  were  employed.  If  this  bill  was  passed 
in  its  present  form,  there  would  be  more  than  one 
marine  to  every  two  seamen. 

Mr.  Randolph's  amendment  was  adopted  by 
the  House,  ayes  40,  noes  31. 

The  blank  for  the  number  of  companies  to 
complete  the  corps  was  now  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  insert  "  three" — mo- 
tion lost,  ayes  40,  noes  38. 

Mr.  Bassett  moved  **  six,"  being  the  present 
establishment,  and  including  upward  of  one  thou- 
sand p[ien — motion  lost,  ayes  30,  noes  41. 


It  was  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  ^  five"— 
motion  lost. 

Mr.  Smiue  moved  "four"— agreed  to, ayes 48, 
noes  24. 

The  blank  for  the  number  of  meo  to  form  each 
company  was  next  to  be  filled. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  **  sixty-four"— motion 
lost,  ayes  33. 

Mr.  R.' then  moved  "  seventy-two"— agreed 
to,  ayes  40,  noes  38. 

Mr.  Bibb  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  secttoD  r^ 
specting  navy  yards,  all  the  yards  but  Washiog- 
ton,  Boston,  New  York,  and  Norfolk. 

The  question  was  then  taken  separately  on 
striking  out  each,  and  lost  by  larse  majorities. 

Mr.  Wilson  moved  to  add  Fortsraooih  to 
those  yards  to  be  retained — lost,  ayes  25. 

Mr.  Key  moved  to  amend  the  section  respeet- 
ing  marines,  by  inserting  after  the  words  ''the 
Marine  Corps  shall  consist  of,"  the  words  ^ooe 
lieutenant  colonel  commandant. 

The  yeas  and  nays  having  been  required  od 
this  motion — it  was  determined  in  the  negatire, 
and  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  April  30.. 

Mr.  Brown  presented  to  the  House  certain  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, disapproving  of  an  amendment  propc^  bf 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  to  the  CoDstitotioo 
of  the  (Jolted  States,  limitiop^  the  duratioQ  of  aof 
act  laying  an  embargo  within  the  United  States. 

An  engrossed  bill  further  to  alter  and  amend 
"An  act  providing  for  the  ^hird  census  or  ena* 
meration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States^ 
was  read  the  third  time;  when  the  same  was,  bjf 
unanimous  consent,  amended  at  the  Clerk's  tabl^ 
and.  as  amended,  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  aoa 
reaa  the  third  time  to-morrow. 

A  message  from'the  Senate  informed  tbeHoose 
thAt  the  Senate  have  passed  a  bill,  entitled  "Aa 
act  providing  for  the  nnal  adjustment  of  ciaiotf 
to  lands  in  the  Territories. of  Orleans  and  Loav- 
iana;"  and  a  bill  entitled  '^  An  act  appropriadDg 
a  sum  of  monej  for  procuring  clothing  for  tli€ 
Army  and  the  Marine  Corps,  atfd  for  other  por- 
poses;"  to  which  they  desire  the  concurrcticc of 
this  House. 

A  report  was  received  from  the  Postmaster 
General  in  pursuance  of  v  resoluitbn  of  the  Hoose 
calling  for  an  account  of  the  progressive  increase 
of  the  establishmoBt  since  its  comroencemeDt 

Mr.  Dana  expressed  his  pleasure  at  the  prompt- 
itude with  which  the  call  of  the  House  had  been 
answered ;  it  was  a  proof  of  the  Postmaster  Q^^ 
erBys  ability  to  pertorm  the  duties  of  his  office 
and  completely  refuted  the  idea  that  it  woaW 
take  three  months  to  furnish  these  statements,  as 
they  had  been  prepared  in  as  nnany  days.         . 

Oninotion  of  Mr.  Lewis,  the  unfinished  bjm- 
ness  (the  reduction  of  the  Navy)  was  ordered  te 
lie  ou  the  table— 56  to  21.  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  duiNcy.  the  House  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  pro- 
viding for^  the  erection  of  eerUin  iight-liotw««T 
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baoys,  d^.,  which  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  ^  Ad  act  in 
addition  to  an  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  concerning 
the  Library  for  the  nse  of  both  Houses  of  Obn- 
gress,"  was  read  the  third  time:  and, on  tbeques^ 
tiOQ  that  the  same  do  pass,  it  was  resoUed  in  the 
affiriHattTe — yeas  53,  nays  32,  as  follows : 

4'xAt — ^WUliam  Anderson,  BarweR  Bassett,  Daniel 
BlusdeU,  John  Brown,  Wm  A.  Borwell,  J.  Campbell, 
Epcphrodituf  Champion,  Orchard  Cook,  Wm.  Craw- 
ted,  Samnel  W.  Dana,  John  Davenport,  junior,  Wil- 
liam Ely,  James  Emott,  WilUam  Findley,  CHdeon 
Gardner,  Dand  8.  Garian^  Thomas  Ghoban,  Peter- 
flott  Goodwyn,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Walter  Jones,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  Vin- 
cent Matthews,  Archibald  McBiyde,  Samael  >IcKee, 
Alei^ander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  William  Mil- 
nor,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Jonathan  O.  Moseley,  ThonUs 
Newton,  Timothy  Pitkin,  junior,  John  Porter,  Elisha 
R  Potter,  John  Rea  of,  PennsyWania,  Hatthiaa  Rich- 
ards, Ebenezer  Sage,  Adam  Seybert,  Daniel  Shefley, 
Dennis  Smelt,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Richard 
Stanfbrd,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  benjamin  Tall- 
madge,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Jabez  Upham, 
KiH^  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Wheaton,  and 
Robert  Witherapoon. 

NATSr—Ezekiel  Bacon^  Dairid  Bard,  Waiiam  W. 
Bibb,  Adafen  Boyd)  Robert  Brown,  Joseph  Calhonn, 
IViUiam  Chamberlin,  Matthew  Clay,  John  Clopton, 
James  Codiran,  James  Cox,  Richard  Cutts,  Joseph 
Deeha,  Meshack  Franklin,  Daniel  Heister,  Jacob  Hoftyj 
VTilHam  Kennedy,  John  Loye,  Aaron  Lyie,  Nathaniel 
IMacon,  John  Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Roger 
JNelaon,  John  Nicholson,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee, 
Jolu  Roane,  Samuel  Shaw,  Sami^  Smith,  George  M. 
Troop,  Charles  Turner,  junior,^  Archibald  Van  Horn,- 
and  RichaTd  Winn. 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES. 

Mr.  MdnTOOM&RY  having  stated  that  there 
were  receipts  ana  expenditures  during  the  Ad- 
ministrations preceding  that  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
which  do  not  appear  on  the  books  Of  the  Treas- 
ury, being  sums  obtained  on  loan  in  Holland,  and 
applied  in  Europe^  and  that  in  the  call  of  the  gen- 
tlemao  from  Virgmia,  (Mr.  Randolph,)  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasurer  was  directed  so  far  as  it 
related  to  the  application  of  moneys  to  the  pub- 
lic debt,  to  state  the  sums  applied  to  the  prmcr- 
pal,  omitting  the  item  of  interest,  which,  uuring 
Mr.  Jefferson's  Administration,  amounted  to  near 
$24^000,000,  which  does  not  appear  on  any  docu- 
ment heretofore  fiirnished  Congress,  and  that  it 
woald  be  satisfactory  to  the  nation  and  to  Con- 
gresa  to  have  possession-  of  a  docuthent  which 
should  exhibit  tne  whole  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  United  States  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Gorernment  to  the  end  of  the 
year  1809,  the  several  sums  respectively  paid 
each  year  on  account  of  the  public  debt,  the  in- 
terest on  the  same,  and  generally  every  ether 
branch  of  expenditure ;  that  from  the  documents 
laid  on  our  tables  during  this  sessio,n,  the  precise 
and  accurate  amount  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures and  the  application  of  the  actual  payments 
llthCoN.  «dSi:ss.— 64 


annually  made  towards  the  principal  and  interest 
respectively  of  the  public  debt,  could  not  be  as- 
certained, the  several  resolutions  for  information 
on  this  subject  being  restricted  in  their  terms,  so 
as  not  to  bring  into  view  the  loans  from  Holland, 
ai\d  the  application  thereof  in  Europe,  and  also 
the  item  of  some  interest  oo  the  public  debt,  paid 
during  the  Administrations  preceding  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's, and  the  very  large  item  of  interest  on  the 
public  debt,  nearly  equal  to  $24,000,000,  as  before 
stated,  paid  during  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Jefferson;  that,  in  his  view,  it  would-  be  impor- 
tant to  have  the  subject  fully  reported  to  the  next 
session  of  Congress— then  moved  the  following 
resolution : 

.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be» 
and  he  is  hereby,  directed  to  lay  before  this  House,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  a'  general  statement  of 
the  annual  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  United 
States,  frqm  the  commencement  of  this  Government  to 
the  end  of  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine,  including  the  sums  obtained  on  loan  in  Holland, 
and  which  have  been  applied  in  Europe,  and  do  not 
appear  among  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  showing  the  several  sums  respectively 
paid  each  year;  on  account  of  the  principal  of  the  pub- 
lic deb^  of  the  interest  on  the  same,  and  of  each  other 
general  branch  of  expenditure. 

The  reaolution  was  adopted  without  opposition. 
FOREIGN  RELATIONa 

,Mr.  Pitkin  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Removed,  That  the  President  of  the  United  Sutea 
be  reqoeated  to  cause  to  be  kid  before  this  House 
copies  f>f  any  commnnicationrmade  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  in  answer  to  the  official  note  of  the  82d 
of  August,  1809,  from  the  French  Minister  to  General 
Armstrong;  and  af  any  communications  that  may 
have  been  made  to  our  Minister  at  London,  on  the 
part  of  the  British  Government,  in  answer  to  any  note 
presented  by  him,  in  pnrsnanoe  of  instructions  given 
on  the  Sl3d  of  November,  1869.  Also,  of  the  answers 
which  may  have  been  given  to  any  propositiens  «r 
overtures  made  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to  the 
Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  respecting 
any  of  the  orders  and  decrees,  aflfecting  neutral  com- 
merce, and  which  have  not  heretofore  been  communi- 
cated to  Congress,  and  do  not  require  secrecy.''   ' 

Mr.  Pitkin  said  he  would  state  the  object  that 
he  had  in  view.  We  are  to  rise,  said  he,  to-mor* 
row  night.  I  wish  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
inform  my  constituents  respecting  the  state  of  our 
relations  with  the  belligerents  so  far  as  it  can  be 
done  consistently  with  the  good  of  the  nation* 
Gentlemen  will  recollect  that  there  was  commu- 
nicated to  the  House  in  the  early  part  of  the  ses- 
sion a  letter  from  General  Armstrong  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  dated  IQth  September,  1809,  in 
which  he  says  he  had  received  a  note  from  M. 
Champagny,  to  which  he  should  not  reply  until 
he  received  further  iostructjons.  One  obje6tof 
this  resolution  is  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  letter 
stating  the  principles  by  which  France  were  to 
be  governed,  and  to  learn  what  answer  was  made 
to  that  pote ;  and,  ih  addition  to  that,  what  reply 
was  made  by  the  French  Government.  In  a 
word,  to  let  the  people  know  whether  the  ktter 
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we  have  ^een  in  the  papers  signed  *'Duc  de  Ca- 
dore,"  is  a  genuine  letter  or  not.  We  very  well 
know  that  the  letter  of  the  22d  August  was  pub- 
lished in  France  aboujt  the  time,  or  soon  after,  it 
was  ct)mmunicated  to  General  Armstrong,  and 
that  it  was  transferred  to  the  English  papers,  and 
perhaps  in  that  shape  arrived  in  this  country  be- 
fore  the  original,  though  it  was  an  iib perfect 
translation.  But  it  seems  the  French  Govern- 
ment are  in  the  habit  of  publishing  officially 
copies  of  communications  made  to  our  Govern- 
ment, for  there  are  none  but  official  papers  now 
published  in  France.  That  being  true,  it  is  prob- 
able the  letter  is  a  genuine  paper.  If  it  is,  i? 
there  a  man  in  the  House  who  will  say  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  ouffht  not  to  fcnow  it? 
I  trust'not.  I  had  waited  till  the  last  moment  in 
kopes  a  communication  would  have  been  made 
by  the  Executive  to  the  Qouse  on  the  subject. 
It  cannot  require  secrecy,  because  the  French 
Government  themselves  nave  published  it.  I 
presume,  sir,  it  would  not  be  irrelevant  to  call 
your  attention  to  a  part  of  the  letter.  It  appears 
to  hav^  been  ^iven  as  a  written  answer  to  a  pri- 
vate conversation  bad  with  our  Minister  at  Paris, 
It  contains,  expressions  eertainly  highly  deroga- 
tory to  the  Government.  At  the  close  of  it, 
Champagny  (Due  de  Cadore)  sayft: 

**  If  then  the  American  Minister  #111  enter  into  an 
engagement  that  American  veaseU  ihaU  not  submit  to 
the  orders  of  the  English  Council  of  November,  1807, 
nor  to  any  decree  of  blockade,  unless  that  blockade 
shall  be  real,  the  undersigned -is  authorized  to  conclude 
•very  species  of  convention  tending  to  renew  the 
Treaty  of  Commerce  with  America,  and  in  -which  shall 
be  arranged  all  the  measures  proper  to  consolidate  the 
qommerce  and  prosperity  of  the  Americans.  The  un- 
dersigned has  thought  it  his  duty  to  answer  the,vecbal 
overture  of  the  American  Minister  by  a  written  note, 
in  order  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  may 
better  know  the  amicable  intentions  of  France  towarcu 
tiM  United  dtates,  and  her  favorable  disposition  to 
Ajmerican  oemmerce.'' 

If  this  be  a  real,  genuine  letter,  transmitted  by 
Gen.  Armstrong  to  chts  Governmient,  I  wish  that 
the  people  Silso  should  know  the  amicable  inten- 
tions of  France  to  this  country.  It  is  certainly 
of  the  utmost  consequence,  in  the  present'  state 
of  the  world,  that,  as  far  as  practicable,  the  peo- 
ple should  know  the  intention  of  both  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Grreat  Britain  and  France  to  the 
United  States,  and  it  fs  my  wish  to  ascertain 
whether  the  letter  be  genuine.      ^ 

Another  object  of  the  resolution  I  will  state. 
It  is  well  known  that  on  the^  23d  of  November, 
1809.  (the  letter  hairing  been  communicated  to 
this  House.)  our  Minister  at  London  was  directed 
to  signify  to  the  British  Govet-nmeot  the  conduct 
of  Mr.  Jackson.  Mr.  Pinkney  must  unquestion- 
ably in  consequence  of  these  ii^structions  have 
presented  a  note  to  the  British  Government.  I 
wish  to  know  whether  Mr.  Jackson  is  to  be  re- 
called and  whether  any  other  Minister  is  to  be  sent, 
that  \  may  inform  my  constituents  of  the  state  or 
the  relations  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Uni- 
ted States,  as  well  as  with  France.    It  is  not  my 


intention  to  ask  particulars,  but  to  knowwhethet 
negotiations  are  going  on.  I  think  it  due  to  out 
merchants,  and  to  all  clashes  interested  in  our  for- 
eign relations,  that  they  should  have  some  knowl- 
edge  on  the  aubjeot,  and  therefore  offer  the  reso- 
lution. 

The  House  agreed  now  to  consider  the  refla- 
tion— 41  to  38. 

Mr.  W.  ALaTQic  said,  however  the  gentlemen 
might  be  gratified  in  iheir  cravings  for  informa- 
tion, he  was  convinced  they  never  would  besaltii- 
fied,  but  would  be  asking  ipr  more.  The  Exe^ 
utive  had  his  duties  to  perfor^i,  which  ihe  Cos- 
stitution  had  assigned  to  him,  and  in  whieh  tk 
House  ought  not  to  interfere.  If  it  sboald  bi 
proper  ^t  any  t^me  to  niake  communicatioBi  ob 
the  subject  of  our  foreign  relation]^  no  doubt  tbe 
President  wonld  perform  his  duty.  The  resdo- 
tiott  asked. for  no  information  on  which  it  wis 
contemplated  to  legislate  before  they  h)se.  AdJ 
an  exception  being  made  of  su^h  matters  as  may 
require  secrecy,  if' the  President  should  decline 
to  communicate  information. deeming  it  improper 
for  publication,  what  would  be  the  conseqaeocel 
It  would  be  said  that  the  President  had  iaformi* 
tion  in  his  possession,  the  publication  of  wbici 
would  blast  the  party.  This  would  be  the  lan- 
guage in  gentlemen's  mouths  immediately.  Mr. 
A.  was  decidedly  against  the  resolution,  intro- 
duced under  these  circum;>tances,  and  at  a  period 
of  the  session  when  no  act  of  the  Legiaiatnm 
could  be  bottomed  on  it. 

Mr.  Dana  mede  some  obaerrationt  to  prove 
that  the  House  had  a  right  to  call  for  ioformttion 
at  any  time.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  Pre»deot 
of  the  United  Stales  could  be  induced  by  such 
considerations  as  those  mentioned  by  tbe  gentK- 
man  to  withhold  information. 

Mr.  MoNTGOMiRT  said  he  was  perfectly  satis- 
fied, thtt  had  important  infbrmauon  resfjectiuf 
the  slate  of  our  foreign  delations  been  received, « 
would  have  been  communicated  to  tbe  HoQse 
before  this  time.  But  with  respect  to  ibeolject 
of  netting  the  Due  de  Cadore's  letter,  Mr.  M. 
said  he  was  anxious  to  ascertain  the  fact  wfaetnet 
the  copy  extracted  from  the  English  psp^^.^ 
genuine  or  otherwise.  If  it  had  beep  transmitted 
by  Mr,  Armstrong,  its  genuineness  would  cer- 
tainly be  proved.  On  the  contrary,  if  no  sticli 
letter  had  been  received,  it  might  be  reasoaaWf 
concluded  that  this  letter,  like  some  paragraphs 
in  ia  former  letter,  had  gone  througli  the  Bnti» 
factory*  With  this  view  of  the.  subject,  he  saw 
he  had  no  objection  to  the  resolution)  and  shouM 
vote  for  it.  If  the  P^resident  should  state  that  o<» 
such  letter  had  been  received,  it  would  beaftir 
conclusion  that  it  was  a  fabricatipn.  , 

Mr.  McKiH  said  he  was  opposed  to  this  rcsoiO' 
tion  under  the  circuipstances  under  which  it  was 
brought  forward.  If  any  legislative  act  were  w 
be  bottomed  6n  it,  no  man  would  voiefor  it  naore 
readily ;  but  to  be  perpetually  calling  on  the  Presi- 
dent for  information  for  the  purpose  of  commu- 
nicating it  to  our  constituents,  he  conceived  im- 
proper. He  said  the  President  of  the  Uniieu 
States  was  as  much  the  man  of  the  people  » 
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they  were;  he  was  chosen  by  the  people,  and 
aeted  under  a  hig^  re^ipODsibility.  It  was  to  be 
presamed,  if  information  was  necessary  and  could 
be  eomflnuntObted  wfth  propriety,  that  the  Presi'- 
dent  would  not  withhold  it.  If  he  did  not  dis- 
charge his  duty,  Mr.  M.  said  he  Was  witling  that 
the  whole  responsibility  should  lie  on  him,  with- 
out burdening  the  House  with  any  part  of  it. 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to---yeas  5S,  nay? 
39.  as  follows : 

Teas— William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel  BlaisdeH,  James 
Bre^enridge,  John  Brown,  William  A.  Barwell,  Jo- 
•efAi  Calhoun,  John  Oampbefl,  William  Chamberlln, 
Bpaphroditof  Cham]^en,  Matthew  Glay,  James  Coch* 
nui,  Orduid  Cook,  Samael  W.  Dana^  John  Da^ren- 
2p#t,  jiuuor,  Wiitiam  Ely,  James  Eaiott,  Meshack 
Franklin,  Da^id  8.  Cktfland,  Daniel  lieister,  laoob 
Hufty,  Richa,rd  Jackion,  jua.,  Robert  Joskins,  WiUtam 
Kfiimedyi  Joseph  Lewis,  janior*  Nathaniel  Maoon, 
YinceDt  lifatthews,  Aiefaibakl  McBryde,  Wm.  Milnor» 
Joaathan  O.  Moseley,  Timothy  Pitkia,  junior,  EUsha 
R.  Potter,  Josiah  Qmncy,  John  Randolph,  John  I^ca 
oTTeiiliessee,  MatUiias  Richards,  Adam  Sejbert,  Sam- 
uel Shaw,  Daniel  8he£(ey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smi- 
lie,  George  •  Smith,  John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Rich- 
ard Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Benjamin 
Tallmadge,  Jabez  Upham,  Archibald 'Van  Horn,  Kil-' 
lian  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Laban  Whcaton,  and  James 
WUaott. 

Nats— Willis  Alston,  junior,  William  Anderson, 
Ezekiel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  A'dam  Boyd,  Robert 
Brown,  William  Butler,  John  Clppton,  James  Cox, 
William  Crawford,  Richard  Cutis,  John  DawiK}n,  Jo- 
seph Desha,  William  Fhidley,  BarziUai  Gannejtt,  Gid- 
eon Gardner,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn, 
Waiter  Jones,  John  Love,  Aaron  Lyle,  Robert  Marion, 
Samiiel  McKee,  Alexander  McKim,  Nich.  R.  Moore, 
Jereaaiah  Morrow,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  NfW^m, 
John  Nicholson,  J^  Porter^  Jshn  Roa  of  Peanqri^ 
▼saia,  John  Roane;  Bbenezer,  Siige,  Haniy  Southard, 
Joha  Taylor,  George  M.  Troupe  Robert  WhitehiU,> 
BuAmd  Winn,  aad  Robeii  Witheispoon. 

COMMERCIAL  INTERcbuRSB. 

The  House  took  iip  tha  amendments  of  the 
Senate  to  the  bill  ceoeeroia^  commeroiai  iater- 
oourse  with  Great  Britain  and  ti'rance,  dbo. 

The  first  amendaQeot  is  to  substitute  in  lieu  of 
the  section  reriyjug  the  two  first  sections  of  the 
DOO-'iBtereourse  act,  a  section  prohibiting  the  en- 
trance of  British  and  French  armed  ressels  into 
oor  watera  The  amendment  is  only  a  change 
of  words,  being  the  same  provision  fully  recited 
as  traa  by  the  original  bill  reinforced. 

This  amendment  was  agreed  to  without  a  divir 
aion.- 

The  next  anaendment  is  a  new  section  provid- 
ing detaib  for  carrying  tke  section  last  mentioned 
into  effect.  It  interdicts  all  pacific  intercourse 
with  such  armed  veseela  entering  our  wat^r8,.dtc. 

Mr*  Kbt  moved  to  strike  out  the  wt>rd  ^'  pa- 
cific.''    The  motion  was  lost-— ayes  2[9. 

fixe  aaotiou  was  agreed  to  without  amend- 
menu 

The  next  amendment  proposed  to  strikeout 
the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  the  bill,  and  then 
to  inaert  the  following : 


<«That  the  President  of  the  United  States  be,  and 
hereby  is,  authorized  to  employ  the  public  armed  ves- 
sels in  protecting  the  commerce  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  issue  instructions  which  shall  be  conformable  to 
the  laws  and  usages  of  nations,  for  the  gotemment  of 
the  ahips  which  may  be  employed  in  that  sorrioe."    . 

Mr.  J.  .G.  Jackson  said  it  appeared  to  him 
that  no  proposition-  had  ever  been  submitted  b^ 
one  branch  of  the  Legislature  to  the  other  simi- 
lar to  the  one  now  ^fore  the  House.  It  con- 
rained  two  propositiohs,  neither  of  which  could 
be  supported. 

The  first  of  theae,  sard  Mr.  J.,  is  that  the  Presi- 
dent shall' be  authorized,  wlien  he  may  deem  it 
expedient,  to*  employ  the  armed  vessels  of  the 
United  States  in  the  protection  of  commerce  If 
it  be.  expedient  to  protect  commerce,  let  Congress 
say  so ;  let  them  declare  it  expedient  and  then 
devolve  on'  the  President  power  to  carry  their 
acts  into  execution.  It  seems  to  me  with  equal 
eoBstttution^litj  we  might  i^efer  to  the  President 
the  authority  of  declaring  war,  levying  taxes,  or 
of  doing  everything  whkh  the  Constitution 
points  out  as  the  duty  of  Congress.  All  legisla- 
tive ^wer  is  by  the  Constitution  vested  in  Con- 
gress. They  cannot  transfer  it.  I  admit,  sir, 
that  the  President  is  a  component  part  of  the 
Legislature;  but  you  can  no  more  transfer  to 
him  the  power  belonging  to  us,  than  you  can 
traVisfbr  your  power  to  the  other  branch  of  the 
Legislature,  and  permit  (them  to  sit  during  the 
recess. 

'  But  this  power,  thus  given,  is  to  be  exercise^ 
according  to  the>law  of  nations.  The  Constitii^ 
tion  has  declared  substantially  that  Congress 
shall- define  the  law  of  nations.  It  is  a  very  im- 
portant power,  10  the  exercise  of  which  we  may 
aodmost  probably  shall  come  in  collision  with 
the  definitions  of  other  nations,  and  thus  be 
brought  into  war— and  I  ask,  sir,  are  you  willing 
to  confine  this  definition  to  any  department  c^ 
the  €k>vernment?  It  is  a  legislative  power,  which 
we),  cannot  transfer;  and  if  we  could,  it  would  be 
isexpedteat  to  do  so.  Why  are  we  assembled 
here,  if,  when  it  becomes  our  duty  to  decide  on 
our  great  relations  With  foreign  nations,  w^ 
shrink  from  tbe  task  and  throw  the  responsibility 
of  measures  oa  other  departments  of  the  Qov- 
ernment  ?  It  appears  to  roe  that  it  would  be  ex- 
tremely difllcuk  for  us  to  agree  on  any  system  of 
coavoy  if  we  had  the  wliole  fliession  before  us, 
mudi  less  when  we  have  only  one  day  and  a 
fraction  of  another^  What  trade  shall  we  pro- 
tect? It  may  be  urged  by  some  that  trade 
directed  to  places  where  it  may  be  safely  carried 
on  ought  to  be  excltisively  protected;  by  others 
it  miffht  be  urged  that  the  value  of  the  trade 
should  first  daim  protection,  and  by  others  again 
that  trade  carrieu  on  in  the  products  of  the 
country  should  be  entitled  to  preference.  .  Which 
of  these  would  we  protect,  and  which  of  them^ 
would  the  President  protect  by  granting  convoy 
whenever  he  shall  deem  it  expedient?  It  is  out 
of  the  question  to  protect  the  whole,  and  it  would 
beabsurd  to  protect  a  part.  We  haye  something 
more  than  1,500,000  tons  of  ebipping ;  and  we 
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are  asked  to  protect  this  trade,  destined  to  a 
thousand  ports,  and  sailing  from  knore  than  a 
hundred,  by  a  few  vessels,  scarcely  sufficient  to 
protect  our  own  coast  from  pirates — it  is  using 
pi^my  means  for  gi|rantic  purposes,  and,  speaking 
with  deference  to  the  Senate,  attempting  to  cheek 
the  navy  of  Great  Britain  by  means  somewhat 
similar  to  those  adopted  by  Gulliver  to  destroy 
that  of  Lillipot. 

But  the  President  is  to  be  authorized  to  grant 
convoy  accordiiig  to  the  laws  and  usages  of  na^ 
tions  on  the  subject.  What  is  the  law  of  nations 
on  this  point  ?  I  take  it  that  question  has  never 
been  fully  decided.  .In  the  case  of  the  Swedish 
convoy  — the  convoy  claimed  immunity  from 
search;  Britain  claimed  the  ri^^ht  of  search,  and 
captured  the  convoy  for  resisting  it.  Shall  we, 
then,  with  our  scanty  means,  take  the  bull  by 
ther  horns  and  insist  on  the  definition  which  we  I 
are  unable  to  carrv  into  execution?  Shall  we { 
employ  our  few  ships,  in  contesting  a  qt^estion 
not  settled  by  the  law  of  nations,  and  on  which 
Great  Britain  is  expressly  against  us?  If  we 
say  we  will  resist  search,  it  wiH  be  war— and  Itj 
such  a  war  the  people  would  not  be  with  us.  It- 
is  in  vaiir  to  think  of  dragging  them< unwillingly' 
into  war.  I  had  rather  be  hurried  on  by  the  peo- 
ple. I  would  be  tardy  at  my  post,  rather  than 
ask  them  to  follow,  when  the  public  sentiment  is 
unfavorable  to  war,  and  the  people  are  expecting 
a  far  different  state  of  things.  I  aiii  very  sure,  if 
when  insults  were  received  within  our  waters 
we  could  not  screw  up  our  courage  to  the  stick- 
ing place,  the  people  ^oqld  not  consent  to  go  to 
war  on  a  question  undecided  and  doubtful. 

Well,  sir,  if  vessels  convoyed  are  not  exempt 
from  search,  of  what  avail  will  convoy  be? 
Certainly  of  none.  Yoiir  vessel  will  be  present  to 
wilnejts  the  disgrace  of  the  nation,  and  the  cap- 
ture of  the  vessels  searched ;  for  if  you  submit  to 
the  right  of  search,  the  right  of  restraining  m 
Teisel  is  implied  and  i^nif^rmly  exercised.  It 
cannot  be  expected  that  it  will  now  be  relin- 
quished; and,  if  exercised,  your  vessels  sailing 
under  convoy  will  be  liable  to  be  carried  into 
the  nearest  ports,  their  convoy  to  the  Contrary 
notwithstanding.  As  to  the  right  of  search,  if  a 
nation  having  territory  in  our  vicinity  were  at- 
tacked by  us,  and  could  not  hold  out  against  our 
superior  force  unless  by  the  intervention  and  aid 
of  neutral  force  or  supplies,  I  doubt  very  much 
whether  our  regard  for  the  rights  of  neutrals 
:  would  prevent  us  from  searching  such  vessels  td 
aee  whether  or  not  they  were  engaged  in  unlaw- 
ful trade.  At  any  rate  it  is  aquestion  undecided, 
,  and  of  such  magnitude  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
placed  wholly  at  the  discretion  of  the  Executive. 
But,  still  referring  to  the  President,  this  sec- 
:  tion  authorizes  the  President  to  decide  what 
trade  is  lawfal.  and  what  is  not.  This  ii  m  sub- 
^t  on  which  we  have  been  negotimting  for  years, 
^e  contend  that  the  ;trade  to  the  colonies  direct 
lawful  trade.    If  we  abandon  this  point  by 


is  a 


refiising  to  exercise  the  right,  it  will  b6  conced- 
ing a  principle  for  which  we  have  strenuously 
contended.    If  the  instructions  of  the  President 


should  be  that  certain  articles,  which  are  not 
contraband  in  our  opiniop,  should  not  be  carried 
in  the  vessels  to  be  convoyed,  we  cede  that  they 
are  contraband,  if  we  pursue  thi»  course,  it  will 
be  said  that  we  claim  a  great  deal  bat  take  noth- 
ing; that  we  make  much  show  on  paper,  bat 
dwindle  into  insignificance  when  we  come  into 
action.  I  would  not  concur  in  a  project  like 
this,  if  I  were  as  fond  of  war  as  Don  duixotte. 

It  appears  to  me,  in  whatever  <point  of  view 
we  examine  the  question  of  convoy,  we  are  met 
with  insuperable  objections,  almost'as  great  as  to 
the  ridiculous  project  of  arming  our  merchant 
vessels;  I  say  ridiculous,  because  if  a  private  ves- 
sel carrying  sUrms  resists  the  right  of  search,  a 
rig^t  sanctioned  by  the  European  decisions  on 
the  hiw  of  nations,  the  vessel  will  be  seized  fot 
piracy  and  the  persons  on  board  be  hung  as 
pirates.  If  they  submit  to  the  right  of  search,  of 
what  avail  will  their  arms  be?  After  the  Tessel 
is  in  possession  of  a  superior  force,  whiph  posses- 
sion was  acquired  because  the  merchantman  did 
not  dare  to  resist  it,  it  will  be  in  vain  to  resist  or 
attempt  to  beat  off  an  enemy  who  is.  in  possess- 
ion. The  arming  of  private  vessels  cAi  be  of  no 
use  but  for  protection  against  pirates. 

I  hope,  sir,  that  the  amendment  from  the  Sen- 
ate will  be  rejected,  and  the  m^re  especially  as 
no  one  has  attempted  to  defend  it. 

Messrs.  Ma^on,  Burwkll,  Bovn.  Taylob, 
South ARP,  ani]  Gbolson,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment. 

<  The  amendment  was  opposed,  not  so  mocli  on 
the  principle  of  convoy  as  on  the  vagueness  of 
the  terms  in  which  it  was  couched,  and  the  al- 
leged impracticability  of  carrying  it  in|o effect  ia 
any  manner  advantageously  to  thejnterest  of  the 
merchants,  or  of  the  United  States.  . 

Mr.  Gholson  moved  ta  strike  out  the  whole 
of  the  Senate's  amendment,  and  insert  seveial 
sections,  including  a  system  of  convov,  the  same 
as  that  several  weeks  ago  reported  by  Mr.  Bppes. 

The  Speaker  decided,  that  as  a  bill,  contain- 
ing precisely  the  same  povisions  as  the  proposed 
amendment,  was  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  the  amendment  was  not  in  order  accord- 
ing to  the  practice  of  the  House. 
'  Mr.  Van  Horn  said  this  subject  appeared  to 
be  involved  in  much  difficulty,  and  it  was  scarcely 
probable  that  the  two  Houses  would  agree  on 
SQy  ^ill.  He  neither  lik.ed  the  original  stock  nor 
the  amendment  which  the  Senate  had  inmfted 
on  it.  He,  therefore^  moved  to  postpone  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely. 

Mr.  Dana  opposed  the  indefinite  postponemtnt^ 
on  the  grouna  of  the  possibility  of  both  Houses 
agreeing  on  some  system  for  the  protection  of 
commerce. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  iiidefinite  post- 
ponement, and  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  23, 
nays  64,  as  follows; 

Ybas — Daniel  plsisdell*  James  Breckeniidge,  Wil- 
liam Chamberlin,  WiUiam  Ely,  James  Emott,  Daniel 
Heister,  Richard  Jackson,  jnn.,  Robert  Jenkins,  Philip 
B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewis,  inn.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathani^ 
.Macon,  Archibald  McBryde,  WiUiam  Milnor,  Joeeph 
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Feumm,  Timothy  Pitkiii,  jnfi.,  Jotiali  Quinej*  John 
BaiuMph,  Du'l  Bhefioy,  9amxui  Smithy  Ridiar^  8Mn- 
M,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Bwoope,  Jabex  Upham, 
Aidubald  Van  Horn,  KiUian  K.  Van  RenMola^r,  La- 
btn  Wheaton,  and  James  Wilion. 

Natb — W^lis  AJaton,  jr.,  William  Andereon,  Exe- 
Idel  Bacon,  David  Bard,  BnrweU  Baisett,  WiUiam'  W. 
Bibb,  Adam  Boyd,  John  Brown,  William  A*  Borwell, 
William  Batler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John 
CloploD,  Howell  Cobb^  Jkmes  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook, 
James  Coz,  WDliam  Crawford,  Richard  Cuttsy  Samnel 
W.  Dana,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William^ 
Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Bairzillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
Gardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Thomas  Gholson,  Peter- 
son Goodwyn,  Jacob  Hufty,  John  G.  Jackson,  Walter 
Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Aaron  Lyie,  Robert  Marlon, 
Alexander  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Mont- 
gomery, Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah 
Morrow,  Gordon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas 
Newton,  John  Nicholson,  John  Porter,  John  Rea  of 
Pennsylvania,  Jno.  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matthias  Rich- 
ards, John  Roane,  Bbenezer  Sage,  Thomas  -  8am- 
Boos,  Adun  Seybert,  Samnel  Bhaw,  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smihe,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Hanry  South- 
ard, John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  Charles  Turner, 
jvn.,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Robert  Whitehill. 

A  difiston  was  caUed  for  on  the  Senate's 
ameodmeDts,  so  as  to  take  the  question  separately 
OB  striking  out  and  inserting. 

And  the  qaestton  on  affreeinj^  with  the  Senate 
io  striking  out  the  foarth  section  (laying  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  all  goods,  wares^  and  merchan- 
dise, imported  from  Great  Britain  and  France,) 
was  decided  in  the  negatire — yeas  34,  nays  40, 
as  follows: 

Tbab— Eiekiel  Bscon,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Breckenridge,  William 
Chamberlin,  James  Cpchran,  Wm.  Bly»  James  E^ott, 
David  S.  Garland,  Daniel  Hebter,  Robert  Jenkins, 
Walter  Jones,  WilHam  Kennedy,  Philip  B.  Ker,  Jo- 
seph Lewis,  jon^  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Maeon, 
Robert  Marion,  Archibald  <M<iBfyde,  WiUiam  MUnor, 
Tkos.  Moore,  Gurdon  8.  Momibrd,  Timothy  Pitkin, 
jaaisr,  John  Randolph  Thomaa  Sammons,  Daniel 
SheffiBy,  8aml.  Smith,  Richard  Stanfi>rd,  Jacob  Swoope, 
Joha  Taylor,  Archibald  Van  Honit  KUUan  K.  Vian. 
Benaselaer,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats— Willifr  Alston,  jonior,  William  Andeison, 
David  Bard,  Burwell  Baasett,  WiUiam  A.  Burwell, 
William  Botlar,  Joseph  Calhoun/ John  Clonton,  How- 
ell Cobb,  Orchard  Cook,  ladies  Cox,  Williain, Craw- 
ford, Richard  Cutto,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Findley, 
Meahack  Franklin,  BaraUai  Gannett,  Galeon  Gard^ 
ner,  Tbos.  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Jacob  Hufty, 
John  0.  Jackson,  Aaron  Lyle,  Samuel  McKee,^  Alej> 
tnder  McKim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Kootgomeiy, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  R^ger  Nelsoiv 
Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Jchn  Portar,  John 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Mat- 
thias Richards,  John  Roan^  IBbenezer  Sage,  Adam 
8eybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie, 
Ocorge  Smithy  John  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  John 
Thompson,  Charles  Turner,  jun^  Robert  Weakky, 
tad  Robert  "Whitehill. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  mo7ed  that  the  amend- 
neot  to  the  bill  now  ander  consideration  lie  on 
tbc  table  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  bill  for 
reducing  the  Naval  Establishment  of  the  United 
dutes.    The  motion  was  lost-^ayes  26. 


Mr.  Qb OLSON  mored  to  amend  the  section  pro*- 
posed  as  an  amendment,  by  striking  out  the  worda 
^when  he  may  deem  it  expedient."  and  inserting 
the  word  "  forthwith.**    Lost,  without  a  division. 

The  question  on  agreeiog  to  the  section  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate  respecting  protection  of  com* 
merce,  was  decided  in  the  negative— yeas  17,  nays 
70^  as  follows: 

YsAs — ^William  Anderson,  James  Breckenndge» 
John  Brown,  Joseph  Calhoun,  William  Chamberlin* 
Matthew  Clay,  David  8.  Garland,  Matthew  Lyon, 
Alexander  McKim,  John  Montgomery,  Thomas  Mooro, 
Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Jphn  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Thos. 
Sammona,  Adam  Seybert,  Killian  K.  Van  KenssA- 
laer,  and  James  Wilson. 

Nats — Willis  Alston,  junior,  Ezekiel  Bacon,  David 
Bard,  Burwell  Bassett,  William  W.  Bibb,  Daniel 
Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  William  A.  Burwell,  William 
Butler^  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb,  James  Cochrkn; 
Orohard  Cook,  James  Cox,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dav* 
enport,  jup.,  John  Dawson,  James  Emott,  WiUiam 
Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  Barzillai  Gannett,  Gideon 
GNirdner,  Thomas  Gholaon,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel 
Ueister,^ Jacob  Hufty,  John  G.  Jackson,  Robert  Jen- 
kins, Walt^  Jonea,  WiUiam  Kennedy,  Phitip  B.  Key, 
Joseph  Lewis,  jun.,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robwt  Marion,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee, 
Pleasant  M.  MiUer,  Wm.  Milnor,  Nicholas  R.  Moore, 
Jeremiah  Morrow,  JonatluLn  0.  Moseley,  Roger  Nel- 
son; Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Timothy  Pit- 
kin, jun.,  John  Poi;ter,  John'  Randolph,  John  Rea  of 
PennsyWania,  Matthias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Ebe- 
nezmr  Sage,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel  Sheffey,  Dennii 
Smelt,  John. Smilie,  George  Smith,  Samuel  Smith, 
Henry  Southard,  Richard  Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Ja- 
cob Swoope,  Benjamin  Tallmadge,  J<^  Taylor,  JohA 
Thompson,  Geovge  M*  Troup,  Charles  Tiumer,  jun., 
Archibald  Van  Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Laban 
Wheaton.  ,         i 

Mr.  Gbolson  then  moved  to  amend  the  amend* 
meats  by  inserting,  rn  lieu  of  the  said  section  pro- 
posed by  the  Senate,  the  following: 

^And  be  it  further  enaetedf  That  merchant  vessels 
of  the  United  States,  owned  whoUy  by  a  dtuEen  or  cit- 
izens thereof,  laden  wholly  with  articles  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  owned 
whoUy  by  a  citisen  or  citizens  thereof;  navigated  whoU^ 
by  ottizans  of  the  United  States,  not  havmg  pn  boaii 
implements  of  war,  and  bound  to  any  port  or  plabe  not 
actually  blockaded,  with  which  intercourse  shall  be  pro* 
hibited  by  the  decrees  or 'orders  of  the  Governments  oi 
Great  Britain  or  France,  shaU  be  entitled  to  protection 
by  convoy. 

^And  dt  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Pr^ident  of  the 
United  States  shaU  be  and  be  is  hereby  authorized,  on 
•the  application  of  a  citizen  or  cHiadns  of  the  United 
States,  to  employ  the  public  armed  vessels  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  convoying  and  protecting  merchant  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States^  owned  wholly  by  a  cidzen 
or  citizens  thereof,  laden  whoUy  with  articles  of  the 
growth,  produce,  or  manufacture  of  the  United  States, 
owned  wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  thereof,  nav^tc|d 
wholly  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  not  having  on 
board  implements  of  war,  and  boubd  to  any  port  or 
place  not  actually  invested,  with  which  intercourse 
shall  b^  prohibited  by  the  decrees  or  orders  of  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Great  Britain  or  France. 

<<And  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  hereby 
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authorixed  io  ii^truct .  the  comm«iidew  of  th«  public 
timed  yefsels  of  the  United  States  to  oppose  and  de- 
fend against  any  search,  restrtdnUor  seizure,  which 
shall  be  attempted  upon  vessels,  sailing  under  convoy^ 
by  the  commander  or  crew  of  any  armed  vessel,  and 
to  repel  by  force  any  assault  or  hostility  which  may  be 
committed  by  such  armed,  vessel  purstung  such  at- 
tempt, and  to  subdue  and  capture  the  same. 

^And  he  it  further  enojded^  That  any  a^med  vessel 
which  shall  be  captured  in  consequence  of  seardi,  re-, 
slralnt,  or  seizure,  which  shall  be  attempted  upon  ves- 
sels under  convoy,  shall  be  considered  lawfuF  prize,  and 
mvj  be  condemned  in  any  court  of  the  United  Stitea 
having  competent  jurisdiction,  and  the  proceeds  arisng 
fitMn  the  sale  of  such  prize  shall  be  distributed  in  con- 
formity to  the  provisions  of  the  act  for  the  better  Gov- 
ernment of  the  Navy  of  the  Unit^  States. 

**And  be  it  further  enaeted,  That,  after  notice  of 
this  act  at  the  several  costom  houses,  it  shall  be  tlie 
doty  of  the  collectors,  and  they  are  Hereby  required  to 
refuse  a  clearance  to  any  merchant  vessel  bound  un- 
der convoy  to  any  port  or  place  with  which  intorcourse 
shall  be  prohijirited  Inr  the  decrees  or  orders  of  the  Gov- 
ernments of  Great  Britain  i>r  France,  unless  satisfac- 
tory proof  shall  be  exhibited  that  the  cargo  of  such 
vessel  consists  wholly  of  articles  of  the  growth,  produce* 
or  manufacture,  of  the  United  States ;  that  the  vessel 
and  cargo  are  owned  wholly  by -a  citizen  or  citizens 
thereof;  ^at  the  vessel  is  navigated  wholly  by  dtizens 
of  the  United  States  ;  and  that  no  part  of  the  cargo 
consists  of  implements  of  war.  And  it  shall  be  ^e 
duty  of  the  coildctor  to  annex  to  the  clearance  granted, 
a  certificate  stating  that  the  vessel  and  cargo  are  owned 
wholly  by  a  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States ; 
that  the  teasel  is  navigated  wholly  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States ;  that  the  cargo  consists  wholly  of  nrti- 
des  of  the  growt^,  produce,  or  manufUcture,  of  the 
United  States ;  and  that  implements  of  war  constitute 
no  part  of  the  cargo. 

**And  be  it  further  ena^ed,  For  the  bettor  regula- 
tion of  the  conduct  of  the  collectors  at  the  several 
porta,  that  the  terms  **  implements  of  war,"  used  in 
this  act,  shall  be  considered  as  inclivling  the  following 
articles,  and  np  other,  viz:.sal^tre,  sulp^ur^  pikes, 
'»words,  sword-beHs,  knapsacks,  saddles,  and  bridles, 
cannons,  mortars,  fire-arms,  bombs,  grenades,  bullets, 
fire-locks,  flinte,  mi|tches,  and  gunpowder. 

'•And  be  it  further  enaeied.  That  the  President  ef 
the  United  States  ^aU  be  a%d  he  is  hereby  author- 
iyed  to  establish  suitable  instruclions  in  cenlbrmtty 
with  the  provisions  of  this  aet,  for  the  regulation  of 
the  conduct  of  the  collectors  and  naval  ofiioers  at  the 
several  porta,  and- of  the  offioers  of  the  navy  employed 
in  convoying  merchant  vessels  bound  to  porte  or.pUcea 
with  which  intercourse. shall,  be  prohibited  by  the  de- 
crees or  orders  of  the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  or 
France* 

"And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  whenever  the 
decrees  and  oroers  of  the  Governments  of  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France,  violating  the  lawful  commerce  and 
neutral  rights  of  the  United  SUtes,  shall  be  withdrawn, 
or  so  modified  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the 
neutral  commerce  of  the  United  Stetes,  the  powers 
vested  in  the  President  of  the  United  States  by  this 
act  shall  cease  and  determine.  And,  in  the  event  of 
a  withdrawal  of  the  decrees  and  orders  of  only  one  of 
the  belligerents,  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes 
shall  continfue  to  employ  the  public  armed  vessels  in 
protecting  by  convoy  (In  conformity  to  the  provisions 


of  this  act)  the  lawfel  pommeiee  of  the  United  Stats^ 
ayaiaA  the  Power  ooAtinuing  in  force  its  deeress  or 
offden." 

Donbes  arising  whether  it  was  passible  toameBd 
an  amendment  already  decided  on  by  the  Houie, 
and  detete  ensuing — ft  motion  was  made  te ad- 
journ and  carried,  at  a  little  before  6 yelock. 


Tuesday,  May  1.  , 
The  bill  sent  from  the  Senate^  entitled  *^Att 
act  to  erect  a'  lighthoase  at  the  entrance  of  Scit- 
tmte  harbor,  a  stone  column  on  a  spit  of  land  at 
the  entrance  itito  Boston  harbor,  and  a  beacon  on 
Beach  Point,  nea;-  Plymouth  harbor,  in  tb«*  Statt 
of  Massachusetts;  a  light  at  the  entrance  ofBayos 
St.  John  into  Lake  Pontchartrain  ;  and  two  lights 
oil  Lake  Erie,"  was  read  the  third  timCjaod  paned. 
The  title  of  the  bill  Was  then  amended  by  add- 
ing to. the  end.  *' and  for  beaconsand  buoys ute 
the  entrance  of  Beverly  harbor." 

The  bill  farther  to  amend  the  ceasm  act  wit 
read  the  third  time,  aad  passed. 

AMENDMENT  tO  THET  CONSTITUTION. 

MjT.  Macom  said  he  roae  to  call  the  attentioA 
of  this  House  to  no  less  a  subject  than  the  Coo- 
stituiion.of  the  United  States*  The  wise  franecs 
of  the  Constitution  had  made  it  as  perfect  astkey 
could,  and  yet  they  had  i>een  conscious  that  ex- 
perience ^ould  discover  defects  ia  it,  and  there- 
fore prescribed  a  mode  fur  amending  it  Tbe 
Constitution,  said  Mr..M.,  forbidd  to  memben,o{ 
Congress  the  acceptance  of  any  appointneot  U> 
any  office  which  ^hall  be  created,  or  the  emoU- 
menis  of  which  shell  have  been  increased  datiaf 
the  time  for  which  they  were  elected.  My  ob- 
ject is,  that  no  person,  during  ihe  Presidea&al 
term  in  which  he  has  been  a  meniber)  sball  ic* 
cept  an  appointment  from  the  Exeouiivek  Mf. 
M.  laid  the  following  resolutiott  on  the  table,  sot 
meaning  to  call  it  up  at  the  preaent  session : 

**IU»olved,  by  the  Senate  and  Hou^e  of  Repretenta- 
tive9  (jf  the-  linUed  States  of  Amerita  in  Consrtu 
osteyii  6^  two-thirds  of  both  Houses  concurring,  Tbt 
the  following  section  be  si|bmitted  to  the  Legislatoref 
of  the  several  Stotes,  whiteh,  when  ratified  by  the  le- 
gislatures of  three-fourths  of  the  States,  shall  be  nU 
and  binding  as  a  part  af  the  Constitution  of  the  Uni- 
ted Stetes: 

^  No  Benator  or  Representative  after  baring  tskea 
his  seat,  shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  sleet- 
ed, be  eligible  to  any  civil  appointment  under  the  >o- 
thority  of  the  United  States,  nor  shall  any  person  be 
eligible  to  any  such  appointment  untO  the  expirttioB 
of  the  Presidential. term  during  which  such  person  shell 
have  been  a  Senator  or  Representative.'' 

The  resolution  was  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  od 
the  table. 

I'ORJSfON  RELATIOI^a 

The  following  Message  was  received  from  the 
President  OP  the  United  States: 

1  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
Stato  complying  with  their  resolution  of  the  50th  of 
April.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Mat  1,  1810. 
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DKPABT9rKirT  OF  &TATSy  Mty  1,  1810. 

In  parraance  of  the  resolution  of  th^  House  of  Repre- 
senUtiTes  of  yesterday,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  the 
honor  of  transniithig  to  the  President  Of  the  United 
8t«tM  the  acoompcmying  papers,  marked  A,  B,  C,  D, 
E,F. 

No  information  has  bee^receiTed,  that  any  oommn- 
cation  has  heen  made  to  our  Minister  at  London  on 
the  part  of  the  British  Crovemment  **  in  answer  to  any 
note  presented  by  him  in  pursuance  of  instraetions  on 
the  23d  November,  1809." 

No  answers  have. been  given  to  the  *< propositions 
or  overtures,  made  on  the  part  of  the  United  States  to 
the  Governments  of  Great  Britain  and  France,  respect- 
ing any  of  the  orders  and  decrees  a0ecting  neutral 
commerce,"  which  have  not  been  heretofore,  or  which 
are  not  herewith  communicated.  All  which  is  respect- 
fully submitted.  R.  SMITH. 

A. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Armstrong,  to  Mr. 

Champagny. 

Paeis,  Septembers,  1809, . 
**  I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  jrour  BxceUency's  let- 
ter of  the  22d  of  August  last,  in  exposition  of  the  prin- 
dples  adopted  by  His  Majesty  with  regard  to  neutral 
commerce.  I  shall  hasten  to  transmit  a  copy  of  this 
note  to  my  Government." 

B. 

The  Secretary  of  State  to  General  Armstrong. 
DEFAaTKKVT  OF  Statk,  Dcc,  1,  1809. 

Sin:  Enclosed  you  have  five  copies  of  the  Presi- 
dent's Message  and  of  its  acoompanying  documents* 
Tbey  will  afford  you  a  view  of  the  existing  state  of  things 
here,  and  particularly  of  the  ground  taken  in  the  cor- 
respondence with  the  British  Minster.  You  will  per- 
ceive that  the  deliberations  of  Congress  at  the  present 
session  cannot  but  be  embarrassed  by  Uie  paiitful  con- 
sideration that  the  two  principal  belligerents  have  been 
for  some  time  alike  regardless  of  our  neutral  rights,  an^ 
thai  diey  manifest  no  disposition  to  relinquish,  in  any 
degree,  their  unroasbnable  pretensions. 

Yon  will  also,  herewith,  ii^cetv^  a  copy  of  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Piakney,  which  will  show  ^e  light  in  which  M. 
Champagny 's  letter  is  viewed  by  the  Presideiit,  And 
at  the  same  time  the  course  of  proceeding  prescribed  to 
OUT  Minister  in  London.  Yon  will  oi  course  under- 
wtfiuad  it  to  be  wished  that  you  should  aseertain  the 
meaning  of  the, French  Government  as  to  the  condi- 
tion on  which  it  has  been  proposed  to  revoke  the  Ber> 
tin  decree.  On  the  principle  whtch  seems  to  he  as- 
sumed by  M .  Champagny,  nothing  more  ought  to  be 
required  than  a  recall  from  Great  Britain  of  her  procla- 
mation or  illegal  blockades  w^ich  are  of  a  date  prior  to 
that  of  the  Berlin  decree,  or  a  formal  declaration  that 
they  are  npt  now  in  force.  Should  this  be  done,  and 
t>e  followed  by  an  annulment  of  all  the  decrees  and 
orders  In  chronological  order,  and  Great  Britain  should 
aderwards  put  in  force  old  or  proclaim  new  blockades, 
contrary  to  ^he  law  of  nations,  it  would  ph>duce  que*- 
tftoas  between  her  and  the  United  States,  which  the 
Prenoh  Government  is  bound  to  leave  to  the  Vidikd 
States*  it  least  until  it  shall  find  it  necessary  to  bring 
forward  complaints  of  an  acquiescence  on  our  part  not 
oansiitcnt  with  the  nentralily  profoMed  by  us. 

Yoa  will  yourself,  and  if  necessary,  you  vriU  let  the 
French  Government  undentaad  that  we  do  not  con- 
ader  ourselves  bound  to  contest  the  legality  of  a  block- 
ade which  may  be  conformable  to  the  definition  here- 


tofore maintained  by  the  United  States,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  definition  contained  in  Uie  Treaty  of 
June  and  October,  1801,  between  Great  Britain  and 
Russia.  However  founded  the  definition' of  M.  Cham- 
pagrny  may  be  in  reason  and  general  utility,  and 
consequently,  however  desirable  to  be  made  the  es- 
tablished law  on  the  subject  of  blockades,  a  different 
pqraetice  has  toor  bag  prevailed  among  aU  nations, 
France  as  well  as  others,  and  is  too  strongly  authen- 
ticated by  the  writers  of  admitted  authority  to  be  com* 
batted  by  the  United  States. 

If'you  should  receive  from  the  French  Goivemment 
explanations  proper  to  be  communicated  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney,  you  will  not  fiiil  to  transmit  the  same  to  ^m 
without  delay.  But  should  they  be  such  as  to  make 
it  important  that  Mr.  <  Pinkney  should  immediately 
found  thereon  an  application  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment to  prepare  the  way  for  a  repeal  of  the  Berlia 
decree,  you  will  be  pleased  to  hasten  the  .communioa^ 
tion  to  him  by  a  special  messenger.  Whatever  the 
explanations  may  be,  you  will  of  course  transmit  them 
to  this  department,  with  such  other  information  as 
may  be  interesting^    With  great  respect,  dtc 

R.  SMITH. 

Gen.  Job  IT  AaMst-aOKe,  Ac, 

C. 
Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 
Dkfabtxsjtt  ov  Statx,  Nov,  11,  1809. 

Sir  :  From  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Champagny  to  General  Armstrong,  it  .appsais  that  the 
French  Government  has  taken  a  ground-in  celation  to 
the  ^ritish  violation  of  our' neutral  righ^,  not  the  smm 
with  that  heretofore  taken,  and  which  it  is  proper  ypu 
should  be  acquainted  with.  You  will  observe,  thai  the 
terms  stating  the  condition  on  which  the  Berlin  decree 
will  be  revoked  are  hot  free  from  obscurity.  They  adr 
mit  the  construction,  however,  that  if  Great  Britain  will 
annul  her  illegal  blockades,  as  dibtinct  firom  her  Orders 
in  Council,  such  as  the  blockade  firom  the  Elbe  to 
Brest,  6cc,f  prior  to  the  Berlin  decree,  and  perhaps  of 
subsequent  date,  but  still  distiqct  fi^m  her  Orders  in 
Council,  that  France  will  put  an  end  to  her  Berlin  de- 
cree, or  at  least  the  illegal  part  of  it.  Whilst,  therefore^ 
it  becomes  important  to  take  proper  steps,  as  will.be 
done,  through  General  Armstrong,  to  ascertain  the  real 
and  precise  meaning,  of  Mr.  Champi^ny's  letter,  it  is 
important  also  that  your  interposition  should  be  used 
to  ascertain  the  actual  state  of  the  British  blockades, 
distinct  irom  the  Orders'  in  Council,  whether  merely 
on  paper  or  otherwise  illegal,  and  whether  prior  or 
subsequent  to  the  Berlin  decree,  and  to  feel  the  pulse 
of  the  British  Government  on  the  propriety  of  putting 
them  out  of  the  way  in  order  to  gire  force  to  our  call  on 
France  to  prepare  the  way  for  a  repeal  of  the  Orders 
in  Council,  by  her  repeal  of  that  decree. 

In  execution  of  this  task,  I  rely  on  the  judgment 
and  delicacy  by  which  I  am  persuaded  you  will  be 
guided.  an4  on  your  keepuigin  mind  the  desire  of  this 
Government  to  entangle  itself  as  little  aspossible  in  the 
question  of  priority  in  the  violation  of  our  neutral 
rights,' and  to  commit  itself  as  little  possible  to  either 
belligerent  as  to  the  course  to  be  taken  with  the  other. 

If  it  should  be  found  that  no  illegal  blackades  are 
now  in'  force,,  end  declared  by  Great  Britain,  or  that 
the  British  Government  is  ready  to  revoke  and  wHh- 
draw  all  such  as  may  not  be  consistent  with  the  defi- 
nition of  blockade  in  the  Russian  Treaty  of  June,  1801, 
it  will  be  desirable  that  you  lose  no  time  in  giving  the 
information  to  General  Armstrong,  and  whatever  may 
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be  the  result  of  your  inquirie*,  that  yon  hasten  a  com- 
munication pf  it  to  me. 

Writing  un  short  notice  of  the  present  conveyance, 
I  have  only  to  add  the  assurance  of  my  esteem  and 
great  consideration,  Sec. 

R.  SMITH. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  C^eneral  Arqsstrong  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

Pakis,  Jan.  28,  1810. 
"  In  conformity  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  your 
letter  of  the  1st  December^  1809, 1  inquired  whether,  if 
Great  Britain  revoked  her  blockades  of  a  date  anterior 
to  the  decree  commonly  called  the  Berlin  decree.  His 
Majesty,  the  Emperor  would  consent  to  revoke  the 
«aid  decree.  To  which  the  Minister  answered  ihat 
"**  the  only  condition  required  for  the  revocation  by  Hb 
Majesty,' of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  will  be  a  previous  re- 
location by  the  British  Qovemment  of  her  blockade^ 
of  France,  or  part  of  France,  (such  as  that  from  the 
Elbe  to  Brest,  6cc)  of  a  date  anterior  to  that  of  the 
aforesaid  decree ;  and  that  if  the  British  (Government 
would  then  recall  the  Orders  in  Council,  which  had 
occasioned' the  decree  of  Milan,  that  decree  should  also 
be  annulled." 

E. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to  the  Secretary 

ofStote. 

LoKBoir,  Feb  28,  1810. 
**  I  have  received  from  General  Armstrong  a  letter 
of  wfatdi  a  copy  is  enclosed ;  and  have,  in  consequence, 
made  written  inquiry  of  Lord  Wellesley,  with  whom 
I  had  before  communicated  personally  on  the  subject, 
as  to  the  existence  of  the  blockade  to  which  it  al* 
hides.  I  am  not  without  hopes  that  the  reply  to  my 
inquiry  will  amount  to  a  declaration  (satisfying  in  sub- 
•tance  the  conditio  A  mentioned  in  General  Armstrong's 
letter)  that  these  blockades  are  not  in  force ;  and  if  it 
•hould,  I  will  send  immediate  notice  to  General  Arm- 
strong. I  have  prepared  an  official  letter  to  you  on  this 
head,  which,  with  such  additions  as  drcumstances 
may  enable  me  to  make  to  it,.will  be  sent  by  the  cor- 
vette" John  Adams. 

.       F. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Gen.  Armstrong  to  Mr  Phikney. 

Pabis,  Jan,  S5,  1810. 
Si» :  A  letter  from  Mr.  SecMtary  Smith  of  the  Ist 
of  December  last,  made  it  my  duty  to  inquire  of  his 
Excellency,  the  Duke  of  Cadore  what  were  the  condi- 
tions on  which  His  Majesty  the  Emperor  would  annul 
hu  ^decree,  commonly  called  the  Beriin  decree,,  and 
whether,  if .  Great  Britain  revoked  her  blockades  of  a 
date  anterior  to  that  decree,  His  Majesty  vrould  consent 
to  revoke  the  said  decree  ?  Ta  these  questions  I  have 
this  day  received  the  following  answer,  which  I  hasten 
to  convey  to  you  by  a  special  messenger. 

Aif8wxa» 
**  The  only  condition  raquyred  for  the  revocation  by 
His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  will 
be  the  previous  revocation  by  the  British  Government 
of  her  blockades  of  France,  or  part  of  France,  (such  as 
that  fro^  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  4dc,)  of  a  date  anterior 
to  that  of  the  aforesaid  decree."  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  dec 

JOHN  ARMSTRONa 


GENERAL  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  Butler,  from  the  committee  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  conddct  of  Brigadier  Geoenl 
James  Wilkiosoo,  rose  to  make  a  report. 

The  Speakkr  observed  that  the  report  might 
be  laid  on  the  table,  but  could  not  now  be  re«ii, 
because  the  unfinished  bilsiness  had  preference  in 
the  orders  of  the  day. 

Several  gentleipeD  rose  at  once  to  speak.  Some 
confusion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Randolph  obtained  the  floor.  Hemored 
that  the  unfinished  business  (the  bill  coneeroiog 
commercial  Intercourse)  should  lie  od  the  t«ble. 
He  asked  if  the  House  was  reduced  to  such  a  state 
of  imbecility  that  they  were  afraid  even  to  face 
a  Brigadier  General  ?  The  people  of  the  United 
States,  he  said,  among  whom  the  passions  and 
prejudices  found  in  this  House  did  not  preyail, 
wouid  know  how  toestitnate  this  attempt  to  stifle 
a  report  od  so  interesting  a  subject.  No  wonder 
that  those  who  opposed  theinquiry,and  thefriendi 
and  partisans  of  General  Wilkinson  ia  this  House, 
should  artempt  to  prevent  the  report  from  being 
received.  The  committee  was  not  one  appointed 
by  ballot,  agjainst  which  any  charge  of  prejudice 
or  party  feelings  against  this  officer  could  be  made, 
their  repoirt  was  entitled  to  attention  aod  ought 
to  be  received. 

Mr.  Smilib  said  he  felt  nothing  of  passion  nor 
party  feelings  on  this  occasion,  nor  any  feeling 
but  a  desire  to  prevent  the  violation  of  the  Coti* 
atit6tioD.'  If,  said  Mn  S.^  there  be  passion  any- 
where in  the  House, it  is  in  the  gentleman^s  own 
breast.  I  never  had  either  quarrel  or  friendship 
with  General  Wilkinson;  I  never  had  contest  or 
dispute  with  him.  I  believe,  i!r*  there  is  neither 
passioii  or  preiudice  in  the  House,  but  in  the  gen- 
tleman himself. 

Mr.  Macon  said  the  Army  was  the  Dation'i,and 
the  House  had  a  right  to  inquire  iuto  iu  If  there 
were  any  sin  in  so  doing,  be  was  willing  to  u^< 
it  all  on  his-  own  head.  He  could  not  see  what 
was  the  olyect  of  gentlemen  in  refusing  to  take 
up  the  business. 

Mr.  Taylor  said  he  had  been  against  the  ii- 
qujry  ;  but  since  the  Home  had  agreed,  howerer 
improperly,  to  make  the  inquiry,  he  was  willisf 
to  near  the  report  read. 

Mr.  BiTTLBR  (cbairmati  of  the  committee)  said 
that,  as  members  of  a  committee,  the  persons  coo- 
posing  the  committee  were  above  being,  guiilfw 
the  act  of  suffering  party  feelings  to  hare  aaf 
weight  on  their  mmd.  He  regretted  extrcroeljr 
that  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  smother  the 
inquiry,  as  he  now  saw  it.  The  committee  bad 
a  right  4o  demand  it,  and  as  chairman  he  oow 
demanded  the  reading  of  the  report. 

Mr.  McKiM  could  not  see  why  the  ordinarf 
course  of  proceeding  should  be  dispensed  with  ib 
favor  of  this  Report.  If  taken  up  now,  and  the 
whole  of  it  read,  it  would  probably  uke  till  mid' 
ni^ht,  and  the  House  would  i>e  precluded  firon 
doing  any  further  business  during  the  session. 

Mr.  Nblson  said  he  had  a  few  observations  to 
1  make,  and  he  trusted  he  should  show  that  he  was 
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a  partisan  of  no  partf.  When  he  among  others 
had  objected  to  the  r^adiDg  of  the  report,  he  said 
he  had  done  it  on  two  grounds.  1.  That  it  was 
entirely  out  of  order,  because  the  hour  for  receiv- 
ing reports  had  passed  away,  and  the  time  had 
arrived  when  the  order  of  the  day  ought  to  be 
taken  up.  The  reading  of  the  report  would  con- 
sume the  greatpr  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  ihe  day. 
He  judged  so  not  only  from  the  warmth  displayed 
on  the  occasion,  bat  from  the  size  of  the  bundles 
ui>on  the  table,  (of  papers  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee,) which  he  supposed  were  to  be  read.  But« 
as  be  always  acted  on  fair  grounds,  Mr.  N,  said 
he  would  state  that  the  prominent  reason  which 
actuated  his  mind  was,  tuat  he  did  not  think  jus- 
tice would  be  done  to  the  roan.  In  saying  this, 
he  did  not  mean  that  any  gentleman  of  the  House 
would  be  disposed  to  do  him  injustice,  but  that 
ffom  the  nature  of  the  case  injustice  must  be  done 
to  General  '\Vilkinson,  if  the  report  was  read  at 
this  session.  There  were,  said  he,  two  subjects 
of  inquiry  referred  to  the  committee^  both  import- 
ant; and' from  the  distance  of  the  scene  9vhere 
the  events  supposed  did  take  place,  if  they  took 
place  at  all,  it  must  appear  that  the  time  has  been 
so  short  that  evidence  could  not  be  taken.  No 
one  could  be  examined  by  the  committee  but  those 
who  were  in  the  city  or  were  stationed  in  the 
Deighborhood,  nor  anv  documents  procured  but 
those  picked  up  out  or  this  or  that  book  store.  Is 
it  possible,  that  a  mass  of  evidence,  sufficient  td 
bring  the  House  to  a  clear  result,  could  have  been 
collected  since  the  committee  was  appointed  ?  It 
appears  to  me  that  it  could  not.  if  the  docu- 
ments or  testimony  tlius  hastily  collated  were  to 
be  printed,  they  would  make  an  improper  impres- 
sion on  the  public  mind,  unless  the  whole  subject 
could  be  before  them. 

Id  conformity  with  what  I  deem  my^duty  as  a 
legislator  and  a  man ;  what  I  deem  my  duty  as  a 
man  who  wishes  to  see  substanti/il  justice  done 
to  every  part  of  the  community,  I  will  make  a 
few  more  observi^tions  and  have  done. 

When  this  committee  jsvas  raised,  it  is  very  true, 
I  was  opposed  to  it ;  not,  if  1  may  be  believed,  be- 
cause I  was  unwilling  that  General  Wilkinson's 
conduct  should  be  inquired  into,  but  because  I 
objected  to  the  mode  of  inquiry.  I  did  not  think 
the  Constitution  of  tl^  United  States  sanctioned 
an  inquiry  in  this  form  ;  I  am  still  of  that  opin- 
ion— hut,  the  House  having  decided  to  the  coiitrary 
I  must  acquiesce ;  for  although  I  cannot  change 
my  opinion,  I  should  think  it  indecorous  again  to 
argue  a  question  already  decided  by  the  House. 
The  evidence  taken  in  this  case,  if  I  am  rightly  in- 
formed, is  altogether  ex  parte,  I  Understand  that 
Qeneral  Wilkinson  was ^ never  summoned  ;  that 
he  never  appeared  before'the  committee;  that  he 
was  not  permitted  to  eztimine  a  single  witness, 
either  to  exculpate  himself  or  to  show  the  falsity 
of  the  evidence.  Sir,  is  a  man  to  be  tried  before 
an  anomalous  tribunal,  without  himself  being 
present,  and  without  having  an  opportunity  to 
confront  his  accuser?  Is  this  the  way  in  wtiich 
any  citizeji  of  the  United  States  is  to  be  tried  ? 
If  it  be,  I  venture  to  pronounce  that  any  man  in 


the  United  States,  if  brought  before  this  tribunal, 
however  immaculate  he  may  be,  will  be  condemtied 
if  evidence  against  him  alone  is  to  be  heard. 
There  is  no  man  in  this  House  who,  by  taking  an 
active  part,  may  have  created  himself  ^n^mies, 
but  may  be  called  upon  to  answer  charges  m  the 
newspapers,  and,  though  not  present,  may  be  con- 
demned on  any  of  them.  Sir,  1  am  opposed,  on 
principles  of  common  justice  and  of  the  Consti- 
tution, to  having  the  papers  read  or  printed,  be- 
cause the  evidence  was  taken  ex  pari&,  the  man 
accused  being  absent,  although  he  might  have 
been  present  had  the  comjnittee  chosen  it.  When 
this  House  undertakes  to  i^ssume  a  judicial  power, 
as  they  have  done,  to  try  a  case,  it  was  to  be  ex- 
pected that  they  would  have  given  the  accused 
the  same  chance  as  any  other  citi;cen — and  was 
it  ever  heard  of  before  thatra  man  was  condemned 
unheard  ?  A  man  is  accused  ;  a  tribunal  is  ap- 
pointed to  try  him  while  hundreds  of  miles  off: 
no  notice  is  given  to  him ;  evidence  is  summoned 
against  him  ;  he  is  tried  and  condemned — and 
this  under  the  free  Constitution  of  the  United 
States!  I.am  told, sir.  that  he  asked  leave  to  at- 
tend the  committee  and  was  refused.  [A  member 
near  Mr.  N.  observed  that  this  was  a  mistake.] 
When  a  man  is  tried,  sir,  said  Mr.  N..  \i  is  not  a 
privilege  for  him  to  ask  to  appear  before  his  ac- 
cuser ;  but  he  h^s  a  right  to  be  summoned.  Waa 
the  greatest  criminal  ever  executed  at  Tyburn 
condemned  on  earparte  testimony,  without  being 
heard  in  his  defence  ?  Was  General  Wilkinson, 
before  or  after  his  arrival,  summoned  before  the 
committee?    I  wait  for  a  reply. 

[Mr.  Dbsha  (a  member  of  the  committee)  said 
that  the  committee  did  not  receive  notice  that 
General  Wilkinson  wished  to  appear  before  them 
The  committee  bad  occasion  for  pa         ' '  ^ 


fTs  in  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson's  possession.  A  aubpana  duce^ 
tecum  had  been  issued  to  General  Wilkinson^ 
either  to  bring  the  papers  or  send  th^m.  The 
papers  had  ^een  sent.] 

Not  only  then,  said  Mr.  N^  wais  this  officer  not 
notified  to  appear  in  his  own  defence,  but  he  was 
actually  applied  to  by  the  committee  for  evidence 
designed  ny  them  to  implicate  himself;  and  he 
did  what  I  think  no  other  man  would  have  done, 
and  sent  these  papers.  This  is  the  first  time,  sir,^ 
that  I  ever  heard  of  a  nian  neing  summoned  to 
produce  evidence  to  convict  himself.  When  the 
man  has  an  opportunity  t(^  justify  himself,  then 
ai^  then  only  can  the  nation  come  to  a  correct 
judgment  on  his  merits  or  demerits.  lam  au- 
thorized by  General  Wilkinson  to  state  that  if  he 
had  an  opportunity  given  him,  he  has  papers  to 
confute  every  charge  ipade  against  him.  Whe- 
ther he  has  or  has  not,  Gbd  oply  knows.  He  has 
stated  it  to  me  j  for,  sir,  I  have  known  him  well 
from  his  youth;  lam  his  personal  friend  till  I 
find  him  to  be  that  which  he  is  said  to  be.  When 
that  shall  appear,  my  friendship  is  at  an  end.  I 
have  been  and  am  his  friend,  because  I  believe 
him  to  be  a  good  officer,  a  man  of  worth,  and  a 
patriot.  He  has  expressed  to  me  his  regret  that 
ne  could  not  have  an  opportunity-of  cominff  into 
court  and  vindicating  his  character.    It  is  of  con- 
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sequence  to  him  that  he  should  have  justice ;  but 
it  IS  of  more  consequence  to  us  that  no  man  should 
come  before  the  nation  and  complain  that  justice 
is  not  done  to  him.  A  man  indicted  for  treason^ 
witnesses  being  heard  against  him,  and  he  con- 
demned to  death  without  an  opportunity  of  being 
heard,  would  have  great  right  to  complain — and 
would  not  every  man  in  the  nation  be  satisfied  that 
injustice  bad  been  done?  What  is  the  difference 
between  such  a  case  and  the  present  ?  In  one  case 
an  execution  of  the  body  takes  place ;  in  this  case 
a  complete  execution  of  the  character.  Will  not, 
I  ask  you,  sir,  this  ex  parte  testimony  raise  a  sreux 
prejudice  against  this  officer  in  those  who  are 
not  possessed  of  discriminating  minds  ?  So  help 
me  God,  sir,  if  this  man  had  had  an  opportunity 
of  going  before  this  honorable  committee,  of  sub- 
poenaing his  witnesses  and  opening  his  budget, 
and  the  question  had  been  considered  on  both  sides, 
I  should  have  no  objection  to  receiving  the  com- 
mittee's report;  foi*  althdugh  the'  tribunal  is  un- 
constitutional, every  one  will  agree  that  it  is  a 
strictly  honorable  one;  and,  though  unconstitu- 
tional, it  will  fix  a  stain  on  a  man's  character  as 
indelibly  as  a  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court.  I 
think  this  evidence  should  either  remain  tjll  neit 
session^  and  then  be  referred  to  a  committee  to 
take  further  testimony,  or  that  this  committee 
should  have  leave  to  sit  during  the  recess.  This 
inquiry  produces  no  result  so  far ;  those  who  have 
prosecuted  or  persecuted  General  Wilkinson  will 
go  on.  Others  will  remain  as  they  were  before. 
The  great  mass  of  the  people,  who  ar^  partisans  on 
no  side,  ought  not  to  be  influenced  6y  the  ea:  parte 
statements,  called  testimony,  which  will  be  idid 
before  them. 

Mr.  P&AR80N  said  that  the  gentleman  had  made 
so  many  differen't  statements,  that  he  had  risen  in 
order  to  state  facts  to  the  Committee.  It  was  ail 
itoportant.  he  ^aid,  that  the  thing  should  be  set 
right,  and  that  the  report  itself  should  test  the 
correctness  of  the  opinions  expressed^by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland.  A  great  part  of  what 
the  gentleman  had  said  seems  to  be  in  defence  of 
this  person,  and  he  had  given  such  a  coloring  to 
this  affair  as  to  cast  reflections  on  the  House  and 
on  the  conamittee.  Mr.  P.  had  heard  with  regret, 
as  a  Representati  ve  of  the  people,  the  insinuations 
which  had  been  thrown  out.  The  gentleman  had 
at  all  events  (and  he  gave  him  credit  for  that) 
done  jtistice  to  private  friendship;  and  that  was 
some  evidence  at  least  of  goodbess  of  heart.  The 
gentleman  had  stated  what  had  been  the  conduct 
of  the  committee.  Mr.  P.  said  he  did  not  stand 
here  (because  it  was  unnecessary)  as  the  defender 
of  the  committee — [Mr.  Nelson  said  he  had  not 
the  least  intention  to  cast  any  reflection  on  the 
committee.]  Their  acts  would  speak  for  them, 
Mr.  P.  said.  If  savincr  the  tiine  of  the  House 
was  the  object  in  opposing  the  repor^  that  had 
been  badly  effected  ;  and  tTie  very  gentlemen  who 
were  so  solicitous  to  save  time  were  those  who 
consumed  it.  He  would  also  observe,  he  said, 
that  the  facts  which  were  staled  in  tnat  report 
were  extremely  material.  Thegentlemain  seems 
to  have  anticipated  the  result  of  the  inquiry,  and 


had  delared  it  to  be  ex  parte ;  thatnoopportuDity 
was  given  to  hear  testimony  in  exculpation.  By 
what  power  of  divination  the  gentleman  had  got- 
ten into  the  secret  of  the  committee's  report,  Mr. 
P.  said  he  could  not  undertake  to  say;  but  be 
could  state  to  the  gentleman  and  the  House  that 
the  committee  had  done  everything  in  their  power 
to  elucidate  the  transactions  referred  to  their  cob- 
sideration.  If  the  inquiry  had  been  eo:  parte,  the 
examination  of  the  witnesses  had  not ;  for  they 
had  been  sworn  to  tell  the  truth  and  the  whole 
truth.  Mr«  P.  said  he  would  also  state  that  the 
committee  had  not  been  able  to  complete  the  in- 
vestigation of  the  whole  subject.  They  had  not 
been  able  to  obtain  conclusive  evidence,  and  bid 
not  stated  any  opinion  in  the  report;  and  if  the 
report  is  to  make  any  impression,  it  Will  not  be 
the  fault  of  the  committee,  but  of  the  witoessit 
and  of  the  accused  himself,  for  much  of  theeTJ- 
dence  was  under  his  own  hand.  Now  he  appealed 
to  gentlemen  who  orofessed  to  be  friends  to  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  whether  any  object  would  be 
gained  by  stifling  the  report.  It  depended  upon 
the  friends  of  General  Wilkinson,  together  ^with 
other  members,  to  say  whether  the  inquiry  should 
be  pursued ;  and  he  (Mr.  P.)  as  a  member  of  (be 
committee  would  nerer  give  an  opinion  nnlil 
General  Wilkinson  could  have  an  opportunity  of 
being  beard.  Perhaps,  when  the  whole  circnm- 
stances  were  disclosed,  even  the  gentleman  from 
Maryland  might  change  his  opinion  and  tbiok 
better  of  the  committee  who  had  made  this  report. 
He  thought,  as  there  were  many  facts  which  were 
already  known  to  the  people  of  this  country,  and 
in  consequence  of  those  facts  considerable  Pf^ 
judices  had  been  excited  against  General  Wilkin- 
son, this  was  not  the  manner  in  which  those  sa^- 
picions  were  to  be  entirely  destroyed. 

lilr.  P.  said  he  did  believe,  from  the  number  of 
papers  laid  oii  the  table,  that  it  would  be  impos- 
sible to  read  the  whole  of  them  during  this  day; 
but  he  should  wish  the  Report  of  the  commiiic* 
to  be  read,  which  consisted  principally  of  refer- 
ences to  papers  which  the  commiiteeconceived  Mi* 
ciently  prpved  to  authorize  them  to  submitthemto 
the  House,  and,  after  hearing  the  statement  wbich 
the  committee  had  made  as  to  particular  poinu, 
the  House  could  determine  whether  it  was  proper 
to  pursue  the  investigation  or  not;  and  this  d^ 
termination  ought  to  be  made  at  this  session;  be 
cause  some  process  perhaps  ought  to  issue  under 
the  authority  of  the  present  Congress  to  compel 
witnesses  to  attend  at  the, next  meeting  of  Con- 
gress, if  the  committee  were  not  to  sit  duriijf  il»* 
recess.  Mr.  P.  therefore  conceived  that  if  the 
gentleman  wished  to  do  justice  to  his  friend  and 
to  the  country,  he  would  not  for  a  moment  oppose 
the  reception  of  those  papers.  And  here  he  migW 
observe  iha;  he  had  never  known  an  instance  in 
the  annals  of  legislation,  where  a  committee  had 
been  appointed  to  perform  a  narticular  act,  and 
that  committee  had  devoted  days  and  nights  to 
the  duty  assigned  them,  and  after  the  committee 
had  coqapleted  the  work  as  far  as  they  could  ffo, 
t  the  report  should  be  rejected,  or  not  received  by 
I  the  House,    ir  not,  he  trusted  that  at  this  time 
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tod  on  this  subject,  u>  iBt^restinff,  a  ^tDgexous 
p/eeedeDt  would  not  bi^  established. 

Mr.  Key  conteoded  thai  the  oooduet  of  Gkneral 
Wilkinson  had  beeu  rather  iosultlDg  towards  the 
committee.  To  another  eomibittee  (on  thestate 
of  the  Army)  he  had  addressed  a  petjtipB  to  be 
heard  before  them.  Before  a  committee  in  the 
course  of  whose  inquiry  his  conduct  might  beiu- 
cideotally  involved,  he  hadasked  to  be  heard.  To 
a  committee  tiowever,  appointed  especially  to 
inquire  into  his  conduct  he  had  addreseed  oo  such 
applicaiion*  His  not  having  done  it,  so  far  frpm 
being  made  a  plea  that  he  waa  about  to  be  con- 
demned without  having,  beea  heard,  was.  in  Mi^ 
K*'s.  roiad.  a  slight  on  that  eojnmittee,  and  hie  let- 
ter  to  the  Hoase  did  imply  as  much.  Mh  K.  said 
he  bad  no  idea  that  a  committee  raised  uaderilM 
authority  of  tbe  House  should  be  subjected  to  stich 
insult  He  did  not  know  what  the  committee 
had  done,  for  he  had  not  exchanged  five  minutes 
coDveisatioD  with,  any  of  them  on  the  sabjeet  of 
their  inquirv*  AH  proceed injg  in  sueh  an  inves- 
tiffatlon,  as  before  a  grand  jury,  must  be  ex  forte 
of  course.  Whren,a  man  was  kept  in  office  cpntrary 
toibe  sense  of  the  nation,  he  tnaniked  God  that 
there  was  a  Constiutional  remedy  in  this  Houses 
who  held  the  national  purse-strings.  The  reason  of 
this  report's  not  coiniog  in  earlier,  be  had  under- 
stood, was  that  it  was  not  till  this  mor&ing  ready. 

Mr.  R^NDOtPB  said  if  he  eould,  like  the  gentle- 
nan  from  Maryland  (Mr.  Nelson)  have  made 
an  able  speech  on  the  merits  of  the  report  before 
he  had  heard  it  ¥ead,  perhaps  like  htm  he  should 
have  been  willio|r  to  dispease  with  the  reading  of 
the  report  \  but  m  that  respeol,  said  Mr.  R.,  the 
gentleman  has  t^e  advantage  of  me,  and  I  will 
leave  it  to  the  House  to  determine  whether  the 
insinuation  which  the  gentleman  was  pleased  to 
say  I  have  thrown  out  respecting  hie'motiv^  b0 
or  be  not  supported  by  the  tenor  of  the  observa- 
tione  which  na  has^made  to  the  House.  The  gen- 
tlemaa  indeed  set  out  with  inotives  of  ffreat  pub- 
lic coDeevnment,  but  he  got  but  a  very  little  way 
in  his  argument  before  h^  lost  sight  of  those  in 
coneideraiiona  of  what  he  has  been  pleased  to  tell 
us  were  of  a  personal  nature.  The  gentleman 
from  Maryland  h^s  stated  that  tbe  evidence  whicli 
the  committee  have  presented  to  the  House  is  of 
AD  ex  parte  nature.  Sir,  in  what  capacity  does 
this  House  act  in  any  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
a  public  officer  ?  It  acts,  if  I  understand  ita  func- 
tions, ia  the  capacity  of  a  grand  jury,  of  a  grand 
inquest,  as  it  is  often  called.  Can  either  the  gen- 
tleman from  Maryland  or  the  gentleman  from 
Peansylvania,  (Mr.  Smilib,)  who  were  bbth^ mem- 
bers of  this  House  When  the  iiM|uiry  was  instituted 
into  the  official  conduct  of  Samuel  Chase  and 
Richard  Peters,  say  that  he  objected  to  the  pre- 
senting of  the  report  of , the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  their  conduct  upon  the  ground  that 
the  evidence  before  the  committee  waae^  parte! 
On  the  ground  that  Samuel  Chase  and  Richard 
Peters  had  not  been  invited  to  appear  before  the 
committee  ?  On  the  ground  that  they  had  in 
private  and  friendly  communications  assured 
them  upon  their  honor  thai  they  had  evidence  to 


dtsftfOTe  all  that  the  committee  bad  adduced 
against  them  !  No  Constitutional  scruples  then 
entered  into  the  mind  ofeitherof  the^e  gentlemen^ 
they  were  contented  to  proceed,  as  all  grand  in- 
quests must  proceed,  on  ex  parte  evidene.  Did 
not  Oolonel  Burr,  that  other  '^honorable  man  who 
has  been  so  greatly  persecuted."  complain  that  the 
grand  jury  at  Richmond  proceeded  on  ex  par4$ 
and  perjured  evidence?  And  was  it  not  exparte? 
Was  he  called  before  the  grand  jury  t  No,  sir  $ 
although,  if  I  am  not  much  misinformed,  he  rery 
modestly  wished  to  be  called  before  it.  and  to 
have  them  instructed  by  the  court  in  delation  to 
the  course  which  the^  should  pursue. 

But,  if  I  understood  the  ffeatieman  from  Mary* 
land  correctly,  he  states  that  this  committee,  as 
far  as  thd^  have  proceeded  to  take  aily  evidence 
or  document  from  General  Wilkinson,  have  done 
him  a  very  sensible  injury,  inasmuch  as  they  have 
called  upooka  man  to  produce,  through  a  subp<Bna, 
evidence  against  himself.  If  I  understood  rightly, 
the  papers  Which  the  committee  called  upon  Qen- 
eral  Wilkitisen  (through  a  mbpcenaduces  tecwrt) 
to  prodace,  were  papers  which  he  had  gotten  into 
hie  possession  oat  of  the  War  Office  j  which,  t 
undertake  to  say,  were  feloniotisly  purloined  biit 
of  that  office — and  if  time  was  not  so  short,  I 
should aaquestionahly  hareilioYed  an  inquiry  into 
the  matter— for:  onl^  this  view  be  correct,  then 
has  the  Secretary  of  War  been  gniiiy  of  a  flagrant 
derdietion  of  duty.  Now,  sir,  I  will  suppose  a 
caeie,  though  I  have  ifever  had  any  practice  as  a 
proseoutor  or  defender  of  fek>h8.  A  thief  is  taken 
with  steleB  goods  upon  him.  Long  before  you 
ha^e  ascertained  i^hether  he  is  guilty  or  aot. 
long  before  a  grand  jury  has  pronounced  on  t4ie 
case,  what  do  you  do  ?  You  ruminage  his  pock- 
ets-*.for  what  ?  To  force  the  Unfortunate  man 
to  produce  evidencefor  his  own  cotivtctioti^;  but 
in  commoQ  phraseology  to  force  him  to  produce 
the  stoten  goods.    • 

1^  has  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  firom  Mary- 
land, and,  among  others^  by  my  worthy  colleague 
(Mr.  GhioiuiON)  that  this  subject  should  be  per-< 
mitted  to  sleep  for  the  purpose  t>f  taking  up  mat<» 
ters  of  great  national  importance.  fTo  a  virtuoee, 
to  a  butterfly  hunter,  a  particular  species  of  this 
insect^  the  Emperor  of  Morocco,  appeared,  I  darcf 
sayof  more  importance  than  matters  of  the  highest 
interest  to  the  country  ;  and  it  is  not  at  all  sur- 
prising to  me  that  gentlemen  who  have  been  ptaN 
suingtbe  ignis fatuue  of  convoy  and  ail  the  mea- 
sures adopted  and  abandoned  or  laid  asleep  during 
the  present  session,  should  bring  themselves  to 
believe  thiu  the  miserable  bill  Before  us  yesterday 
(the  commercial  intercourse  bill)  is  a  matter  of 
more  natiooai  importance  than  asserting  the 
rights  of  this  nation  in  relation  to  no  less  a  per- 
sonage than  he  who  commands  the  military  force 
of  the  country.  In  my  mind,  sir.  there  is  no  more 
oomparison  between  assertiog,  and  exercisiag  the 
rights  of  the  House  in  relation  to  a  subject  such 
as  that  committed  to  the  committee  which  has 
iust  reported,  and  these  bills  before  us,  particu- 
larly thie  celebrated  No.  2,  than  there  is  between 
,  Ossa  Md  a  wart. 
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Bat  I  believe,  sir,  (said  he)  I  should  not  have 
risea  OQ  tbis  subject,  were  it  not  to  reply  to  aa 
insiDuatioD,  which  deserres  notice  from  me  odIt 
in  respect  to  the  age  of  the  party  (Mr.  Smilie) 
by  whom  it  was  thrown  out.  There*  is  no  other 
consideration  which  should  hare  induced  me  so 
far  to  depart  from  my  own  self-respect  as  to  no* 
tice  it.  That  gentleman  stated,  with  an  empha- 
sis  unusual  to  hia>,  and  with  a  manner  which 
left  the  application  of  the  remark,  I  beliere,  un- 
doubted, that  he  had  no  quarrel  with  General 
Wilkinson ;  that  he  had  no  personal  feeling  to 
gratify.  Why.  sir,  neither  have  I  iany  quarrel 
with  General  Wilkinson— I  never  had.  I  have 
scarcely  aa  acquaintance  with  General  Wilkin- 
son. I  was  longer  in  his  company  during  his  at- 
tendance in  the  frand  jury  room  at  Richmond 
than  at  every  other  time,  putting  them  all  to- 
gether, in  my  life.  I  would  ask  the  member  from 
Pennsylfania,  and  other  members  of  this  House, 
whether  it  is  befitting,  when  any  citizen  of  the 
United  Btater  is  called  upon  to  discharge  a  Con- 
stitutional duty  in  relation  to  an  indivjdoal,  to 
liken  that  discharge  of  duty  to  a  personal  quarrel. 
I  had -the  same  sort  of  quarrel  in  relation  to  this 
unfortunate  man — for  so  he  is  in  every  sense  of 
the  word-^no  man  can  look  upon  him  without 
being  sensible  of  that  fact— I  had  the  same  sort  of 
(quarrel  in  relation  to  this  man  that  the  judge  has 
with  the  felon  on  whom  it  becomes  his  duty  to 
pronounce  sentence.  I  was  called  upon  to  decide, 
in  my  capacity  and  on  my  oath  as  a  juror,  on  the 
evidence  before  me ;  and  I  did  decide.  I  should 
despise  myself  as  cordially  as  the  gentleman  from 
Peasylvania  can  possibly  indulge  another  and  a 
different  sentiment  towards  me-Hpr  it  is  Aot  in 
his  power  to  feel  towards  me  the  first  emotion— if 
I  could  be  actuated  in  this  or  any  other  similar 
ekse  by  such  a  sentiment  as  personal  hostility. 
Does  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  believe 
that  when  he  himself  made  his  complaint  before 
the  House  of  the  tyrannical  and  arbitrary  eon- 
duct  of  Mr.  Chase  ia  the  exercise  of  his  judicial 
conduct,  that  in  thecourse  of  my  conduct. on  (hat 
occasion  I  was  governed  by  personal  resentment? 
At  that  time  \  had  nevej  seen  Mr.  Chase.  There 
is  indeed  a  description  of  m)en  who  cannot  pursue 
any  pbject  without  exhibiting  something  like 
warmth.  It  is  constitutional.  There  are  others, 
perhaps,  who  under  a  more  frigid  exterior  con- 
ceal malignity  of  a  far  bitterer  nature.  If  I  know 
tnyseli;  I  cannot,  after  what  I  have  heard  and 
seen — and  it  is.iaii)0S8ible  to  shut  my  eyes  in  re- 
lation to  that  onfortunate  man — feel  any  otber 
sentiment  than  pity  or  compassion ;  and  what- 
ever warmth  I  mav  feel  or  display  when  I  see 
what  I  conceive  to  oe  an  attempt  to  stifle  inquiry, 
it  is  a  warmth  not  extending  to  him,  but  to  those 
by  whom  this,  which  I  conceive  to  be  an  unfair 
practice  i&  attempted  to  be  carried  into  execuUoa. 

But  the  gentleman  from  Maryland  tells  us  that 
if  we  adopt  this  colirse,  if  we  accept  this  Report 
of  the  committee,  there  is  no  man.  however  fair 
his  character,  however  innocent,  who  may  not  be 
prejudged  and  ruined  in  the  public  estimation, 
even  upon  90  trivial  a  ground  as  newspaper  re- 


port Was  not  ^he.  gentleman  one  of  the  meoh 
bers  of  this  House  who  contended  that  commoa 
fame  wai  a  good  ground  of  inquiry  into  the  eoo- 
duct  of  public  officers  1  Unquestionably  he  was. 
But,  sir,  does  any  gentleman  believe  it  possible 
for  a  newspaper  charge  to  affect  the  reputatioD  of 
any  man  in  society  ?  No,  sir,  as  far  as  a  chntgt  n 
made  in  a  newspaper,  his  reputation  is  not  affeet- 
ed  thereby.  The  newspaper  is  merely  the  Yehi- 
cle  of  »  charge,  and  rather  throws  a  doubt  on  it 
than  otherwise.  But  understanding  and  reflect- 
ing people  will  discriminate  between  cbtr^ 
Slaving  truth  for  their  foundation  and  those  whiek 
are.  mere  malignant  calomniatiooe. 

I  will  conclude  with  observing  that,  altboogb 
lam  no  lawyer,  my  knowledge  of  parHamentary 
decisions  is  sufficient  to  bear  me  out  in  this  fact: 
that  almost  every  inquiry  made  b]r  the  Hoaieof 
Commons  in  England — and  I  particularly  atlttde 
to  the  inquiry  in  the  case  of  no  less  a  man  tbu 
the  ffreat  Lord  Chancellor  Macclesfield— liis  ia 
the  first  instance  been  ex  parte.  But  was  it  efcr 
deemed  a  good  ground  for  throwing  discredit  oi 
the  proceedings  of  a  court  of  justice,  becaase  the 
witnesses  of  the  party  accused  were  not  snift- 
moned  before  the  grand  jury ;  because  the  gntti 
jury  had  not  heai3  the  party  accused  in  bB  ex- 
culpation? Unquestionably  not.  Ihavenodoubt 
that  Burr-4br  it  is  impossible— ^he  assoeiatioi 
of  ideas  is  so  linked  together  that  I  can  oerer 
separate  them — it  is  impossible  for  rae  totbiolt  of 
Wilkinson  without  thinking  of  Burt  also,  or  to 
think  of  Burr  without  having  Wilkinsoi  bcfofe 
mv  eyesw^It  is  possible  that  he  may  and  doesios- 
tiry  his  forfeiture  of  his  recognisance  on  therery 
ground  stated-  bf  the  gentlemtn  from  MtryUsa 
viz.:  that  all  proceedings  against  him  had  been 
ex  parte,  that  he  had  never  been  heard  in  bii^ 
fence ;  and  yet  I  believe,  if  we  compare  the  pto- 
ceedings  in  the  two  cases  together,  it  will  be  rm- 
ily  allowed  that  of  the  two  men  Colonel  Bsrr 
was  most  hardly  dealt  by,  because  he  ww  pvt 
into  cloee  confinement  without  being  heard  Id  his 
defence,  as  soon  as  the  bill  was  found  against  bioi, 
and  very  properly  too.  He  was  arrested  in  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  and  brought  all  the  wty  to 
Richmond  without  being  heard  in  his  defence, 
and  had  a  right  to  take  every  exception  to  the 
prodeedings  of  the  court,  and  no  doubt  has  done 
It,  on  the  ground  of  their  proceedings  on  exparii 
testimony  and  not  permitting  the  grand  jurf  to 
hear  witnesses  or  counsel,  that  the  gentlemta 
from  Ma/yland  has  taken  to  the  report  of  the  l^ 
lect  committee  ip  this  case. 

I  believe,  sir,  that  if  the  gentleman  from  Soath 
Carolina  (Mr.  Butlbb)  had .  been  treated  with 
the  deference  due  to  him,  not  merely  on  bis  ows 
personal  account,  but  on  account  of  the  character 
with  which  he  is  clothed  by  the  House,  wesboold 
long  before  this  time  have  gone  through  retdiof 
the  most  material  paru  of  the  evidence  and  or- 
dered it  to  be  printed.  But  that  is  not  the  object 
The  gentleman  from  Maryland  toM  us,  with  a 
candor  oharacteristic  of  him,  that  his  object  was 
to  prevent  their  being  read  and  printed  at  all.  . 

Mr.  R.  concluded  by  expressing  a  hope  that 
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the  report  would  be  read  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.GHOLsoit  said  that  in  SNoint  of  real  import-* 
ance  there  was  as  much  difierence  between  an* 
ioqairy  respecti'Dg  General  Wilkinson  and  the 
commercial  iotetcoarse  bill,  as  there  was  between 
the  witticisms  in  w^hich  bis'ColJeagae  (Mr.  Ran- 
dolph) had  JDdttlged  in  relation  to  him  and  a 
solemn  argimient. 

Mr.  Sm lUfi  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
giaia  bad  been  pleased  to  take  partioular  notice 
of  an  observation  of  his.  I,  said  Mr.  8.,  am 
never  the  first  to  make  an  attack,  bat  I  will  neter 
suffer,  an  attack  to  be  made  -on  the  reetittide  of 
my  conduct  whieh  I  will  not  repel.  I  need  not 
repeat  the  expressions  of  the .  gentl^raan'^the 
House  heard  them  and  will  recollect  the  reproach 
he  threw  upon  gentlemen  voting  difierently  from 
him  on  this  question— a  question  of  that  ilatnre 
in  which  certainly  honest  men  may  differ.  The 
goestion  with  us  was  not  whether  or  not  General 
Wilkinson  is  guilty,  hot  wiiether  or  not  the 
House  had  the  power  to  make  the  inquiry.  Our 
opinion  was  that  the  Constitution  did  not  author- 
ixe  it.  That  bein?  the  point  in  dispute,  there 
was  no  ground  for  his  aspersion.  The  gen- 
tleman has  remarked  that  on  account  of  my 
age,  and  for  no  other  reason,  it  is  necessary  to 
uke  notice  of  what  I  observed.  Sir,  I  claim  no 
immunity  on  account  of  my  age.  If  I  act 
wrongly,  I  am  equally  subject  to  censure  with 
the  youngest  member  of  the  House.  1  know 
well  (for  1  have  witnessed  it  so  often)  that  the 
gentleman  can  raise  a  man  to  the  skies  one  day 
and  depress  him  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean  in 
another.  I  have  heard  him  on  one  day  eulo^ize^ 
a  character  and  the  next  day  depreciate  it  in  a 
manner  not  decent  in  this  Hou^  I  make  no 
distinctions  among  men  but  by  their  iionesty  or 
dishonesty.  I  claim  the  character  of  an  honest 
man, a  character  ee  respectable  aaean  be  claimed 
by  the  geiitleaian  from  Virginia.  That  charac- 
ter I  have  endeavored  to  maintain  and  hope  I 
alwavs  sbalL 

What  are  we  to  understand  by  what  has-been 
said  of  the  case  of  Mr.  Chase  on  this  occasion? 
True,  I  aeted  the  part  the  gentleman  has  stated ; 
I  was  actiog  in  conformity  to  the  Constitution. 
Chase  was  a  civil  officer,  and  as  such  liable  to 
impeachmeau  Why  does  the  gentleman  lug  in 
the  House  of  Commons  ?  Has  he  nof  reflected 
on  the  different  principles  on  which  that  body 
and  this  are  framed.  I  believe  the  right  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  inquire,  even  where  ioH 
peaehment  does  not  follow,  is  necessary  to  their 
form  of  Government.  Why  is  it  necessary  that 
the  House  of  Commbns  should  possess  this 
power  ?  To  preserve  the  balance  in  the  Consti-* 
tntion.  The  same  power  in  this  House  would 
overset  that  balance.  When  I  see  in  Ghreat 
Britain  an  hereditary  Bzecntive ;  when  I  see  the 
Sovereign  wielding  an  immense  <^ivil  list ;  and 
having  himself  the  power  of  peace  and  war; 
when  I  see  him  sqpported  by  a  gp^eat  army  and 
nary,  andy  what  is  more  influential  than  all,  by 
•0  estabiished  chorch,  I  see  the  necessity  for  the 


extraordinary  powers  vested  in  the  House  of 
Commons  to  preserve  a  balance  against  that 
power.  But  is  that  the  case  here  ?  No,  sir ;  the 
powers  possessed  bvonr  Executive  are  compara- 
tively very  limited.  He  is  ao  elective  officer, 
responsible  to  his  constituents  at  the  end  of  four 
years;  he  cannot  appoint  officers,  civil  or  military, 
without  the  consent  of  one  branch  of  the  Legis- 
lature, nor  has  he  any  civil  list.  The  same 
powers  in  other  branches,  therefore,  are  not  -oe- 
cessary  to  preserve  the  balance.  Then  wbv  com- 
pare our  powers  to  thoM  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons ?  No  mfan  who  will  attend  to  the  subject 
bat  must  see  the  danger  of  exercising  the  powers 
claimed  by* this  House.  We  ask  for  General 
Wilkinson  no  more  than  what  every  man  in  the 
United  States  has  a  right  to,  a  trial  by  a  tribunal 
established  by  the  laws  of  his  country.  Some  of 
the  crimes  laid  to  his  chairge  maf  amount  to  trea» 
son^  or  to  crimes  of  a  lower  ^de.  If  ,so,  he  is 
subject  to  trial  in  a  court  oi  justice  for  those 
crimes,  as  all  citizens  of  the  United  States,  good 
or  bad,  are  entitled  to  a  fair  and  impartial  trial. 
Here  a  committee  has  been  appointed  to  take  eof 
parte  testimony -and  bring  it  before  the  House. 
if  it  i^oes  to  blast  the  charicter  of  that  man, 
what  IS  his  situation  ?  You  deliver  him  over  to 
a  court  of  justice  with  a  vote  of  this  House  on 
his  back.  In  comnion  <»ses  publications  respect- 
ing an  impending  trial  are  deemed  criminal— 
bttt^re  such  publications  anything  ineompari-, 
son  with  this  proceed ing-^this  attempt  to  blast 
the  character  of  the  man  throughout  the  Union  1 
This  is  the  case  of  every  man  in  the  United 
States;  and  unfortunately  now,  as  on  all  such 
occasions,  wlien  a  man  is  extremely  unpopular, 
then  19  the  time  to  establish  those  precedents 
which  subvert  the  Constitution  itself.  What,  in 
the^name  of  God!  is  to  become  of  a  military  offi* 
cer,  if  a  popular  leader  in  ^  this  House  takes  a 
prejudice  against  him,  and  proceeds  as  we  have 
done  in  this  ca^e?  I  wish  to  Heaven  that  gen- 
tlemen would  consider  how  far  this  precedent 
win  go.  General  Wilkinson  is  nothing;  a  thon* 
sand  men  are  comparatively  nothing;  but,  estab- 
lish this  prreeedent,  and  every  man  is  placed  in 
the  same  situation.  It  is  for  my  country,  and  not 
tot  General  Wilkinson,  that  I  have  resisted  this 
thing,  and  that  I  shall  continae  to  do,  so  long  as 
I  am  able. 

Mr.  Stanford  said  he  felt  himself  implicated 
in  the  abservations  of  the  j^ntleman,  and  begged 
leave  in  a  few  words  to  give  his  reasons  for  the 
vote  which  he  should  give.  The  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  himself  thoogh  he  had  voted  against 
the  inquiry,  gave  willingly  into  the  inquiry  as  to 
the  mortality  in  the  Army.  In  that  ^ratfe  there 
was  reason  to  suppose  that  some  unhappy  mis- 
management of  the  Army  had  taken  place. 
What  the  causes  of  the  mismanagement  were 
was  not  inquired,  nor  was  there  the  least  question 
as  to  the  constitutionality  of  the  measure ;  and 
yet  the  report  of  that  yery  committee  had  gone 
upon  the  ground  that  the  mismanagement  which 
brought  about  the  mortality  of  the  Army  was 
owing  to  an  apparent  ditobeoieace  of  prdara.    In 
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tUe  present  case  it  is  BOt  as  a  military  man 
merety  that  bis  conduct  is  proposed  to  be  inquired 
into.  He  has  been  ao  Indian  agent,  a  Corarois- 
sioner  under  the  United  States,  and  a  Governor  of 
one  of  the  Territories.  Is  this  House  prepared  to 
say  that  they  possess  ao  power  over  persons  out 
of  office?  That  point  is  not  yet  settled;  but,  if 
so«  the  impeaching  .power  is  nothing,  because  a 
person  will  have  only  to  resign  to  avoid  exclu- 
sion from  all  civil  and  military  office.  It  does 
not  necessarily  follow  that  we  act  upon  General 
Wilkinson  as  a  niiUtary  officer.  U  is  strange, 
however,  that  the  dootrme  should  be  held  ^t 
w«  do  not  possess  power  to  inquire  into  his  con- 
duet  id  that  respect,  when  the  evil  may  be  traced 
to  a  source  where  we  have  the  power  to  correct 
it. .  I  looked  beyond  the  military  office ;  and,  hav* 
ing  ia  view  both  his  civil  and  military  employ- 
ments, I  felt,  no  difficulty  in  deciding.  If,  after 
the  inquiry,  we  proceed  to  declare  iiim  guilty,  we 
shall  really  outstrip  the  Constitution,  but  surely 
not  by  inquiry,  especially  when  it  was  considered 
that  corruption  in  a  military  man  might  grow 
out  of  affairs  uot  military,  into  which  the  House 
had  an  unquestioned  right  to  inquire.  Mr.  S. 
hoped  and  trusted  that  this  would  not  be  placed 
merely  on  the  ground  of  a  military  inquiry. 

Mr.  Sheffet  said  that  the  opposition  to  the 
reading  of  this  report  was  certainly  of  a  very 
novel  character,  and  it  was  a  thing  that  had 
never  been  known  from  the  commeilcement  of 
the  Government,  that,  after  appointing  a  com- 
mittee, its  report  on  a  subject  should  not  be  read. 
Nol  to  read  it  would  be  trifling  with  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Houde.  It  would  an^ouat  to  this :  that 
the^  hiMi  authorized  an  inquiry  On  the  result  of 
wbich  they  set  no  kind  of  value.  Gentlemen 
have  said  oi^er  and  over  again,  observed  Mr.  S., 
that  we  KaVe  uo  power ;  that  this  inquiry  must 
neoessariljr  eventuate  in  nothing.  Sir,  we  have 
.  as  much  right  to  inquire  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  has.  We  have  not  a  right  to  de- 
stroy the  officer ;  but  we  have  a  right  to  destroy 
the  offic]?,  by  withholding-  the  money  necessary 
to*kecp  it  in  exisieoce.  U  is  something  extraor- 
diaarv  if  we  have  not  a  right  to  inquire,  when 
the  rresident  has  a  right  to  make  the  inquiry. 
There  ii  a  bill  on  our  table  for  abolishing  the 
(Mffice  of  Brigadier  Generalr-*-and  ^jret  gentlemen 
say  we  have  no  right  to  procure  information  in 
veiation  to  it  I  You  have  a  riffht  ta  abolish  the 
office,  and  yet  the  means  to  lead  ^u^to  a  covrect 
conclusion  are  withheld.  Goasiderations  have 
been  brought  into  debate  which  ooght  to  have 
no  concern  in  this  question;  for  passion  and 
firiendship  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  Can  a 
man  who  views  a  question  through  the  medium 
of  passion,  or  whose  eve*  are  dimmed  by  friend*' 
ship,  do  justice  to  it?  I  say  he  cannot.  Is  it 
anything  novel  or  uncommon  to  view  the  faults 
of  our  friends  as  nothing,  and  the  little  faults  of 
our  enemies  as  great  crimes?  The  man  who 
acts  as  a  f mend  cannot  act  as  a  correct  judge. 
The  character  -pf  General  Wilkinson  has  been 
prostrated^  we  are  told,  and  that  is  assigned  as  a 
raasoB  why  we  ought  not  to  do  our  d«ty.    If  the 


interest  of  the  nation  is  arrayed  against  the 
character  of  General  Wilkinson,  I  have  nodifll* 
culty  in  deciding  what  course  i  am  to  pursue. 
The  rights-  of  the  country  ought  to  predoraiDitt 
over  those  of  a  particular  individual.  Why  isso 
much  said  of  the  case  of  General  Wilkinson? 
Why  i^  so  much  said  of  character  in  this  easel 
What  did  you  do  in  the  case  of  Chase  tad 
Peters  1  Was  it  not  proper  in  that  case  as  in  the 
present  that  public  passion  shotikl  not  be  stima- 
fated  ?  The  cases  are  in  that  respect  analogoas. 
We  l\ave  a  right  to  make  inquiry  into  the  ex- 
penditure of  public  money,  and  into  the  condost 
of  all  officers.  We  cannot  impeach  a  man  oot  of 
office,  and  yet  we  have  a  right  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  when  he 
is  out  of  office.  You  have  assighed  to  a  com- 
mittee an  important  duty;  they  have  performed 
that  duty^  and  are  ready  to  produce  the  frait  of 
the  inquiry,  the  result  of  their  labor,  and  yot 
cantiot  irefuse  to  receive  it. 

Mr.  Randolph,  merely  rose  now  to  state  one 
or  two  opipions  as  to  the  Coostitutiobal  powe? 
of  the  House.  The  House  of  Representttircs 
possess  a  Gonslitutiottal  right  to  inquire  into  the 
conduct  of  any  officer  of  the  United  States,  civil  or 
military,  with  a  view  to  impeaofaaoent;  not  of  tbe 
military  officer,  but  of  the  Secretary  at  Wsr  or 
of  the  President  who  might  haive  authorized  or 
connived  at  his  misconduct,  and  who  might  be 
too  powerful  or  influeuttalto  be  proceeded  agtiost 
in  the  first  instance;  But  it  is  now  discovered 
that  there  was  danger  in  this  House  ionQiring. 
This  is  the  old  Federal  doctrine,  that  tbe  Bxeca- 
tive  pbwer  is  too  weak,  and  the  power  of  this 
House  too  strong.  That  is  the  amount  of  the 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylnoii. 
Because  our  President  is  not  hereditary  andfe 
have  no  hereditary  nobility  and  great  hierarohf; 
because  he  has  not  the  spleudor  of  the  Kffig « 
England,  is  not  environed  wkh  a  great  tnoft 
and  has  not  tbe  patronage  of  amat  navy, '^ 
mustlVitter  down  the  powers  of  this  Houeein 
order  to  make  our  power  no  more  in  relation  » 
his  power  that  that  of  tbe  House  of  CottimoDi  i$ 
i;i  relation  to  that  of  the  Kin^  of  Bnglaad. 

Tbe  House  may  examine  into  the  conduct  ot 
a  military  officer  with  respect  to  impewh«rti' 
Suppose  the  power  of  the  Bxecutive  *''^' ?J 
great  that  a  majority  of  tWs^  House  eould  mi  oe 
brought  to  move  an  inquiry  directly  ^'^^JrJ 
conduct  of  the  President;  no  exception  ooald  w 
taken  on  the  face  of  it  to  moving  an  inquiry  low 
the  conduct  of  a  military  officer  under  the  ?t^' 
dent-  The  conduct  of  that  officer  might  be  id^ 
vestigated  not  only  for  the  jHirpose  stated  by  i^ 
colleague,  but  it  might  be  investigated  to  see 
whether  any  connivance  at  hih  improper  condoci 
had  taken  place.  And  I  hare  no  doubt  ihst  im 
H<>use  has  a  right  to  inquire  into  the  cx>ndocto» 
every  officer,  civil  and  military,  under  the  Ctor- 
ernment  of  the  United  States,  with  a  view  to  im- 
peachment as  well  as  with  a  view  to  the  new- 
modelling  of  the  office.  Do  gentlemen  deoT 
that  the  President  could  be  impeached  'W  ?T. 
feasMiee  iu  his  capacity  of  Commnder-ia-cw#i 
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or  the  Secretary  at  War  for  his  military  orders 
or  neglect  of  dotyt  There  is  no  question  on 
this  point  in  ray  mhnd;  and  I  did  not  expect  to 
bear  a  voloDftry  surrender' of  the  best  privileges 
of  this  House  on  the  altar  of  the  theory  of  ihe 
British  constitution;  or  Mr.  Adams's  old  theory 
of  checks  and  balances.  I  did  not  'expect  to 
hear  that,  in  order  to  check  the  cfreat  power  of 
the  Executive,  the  power  of  this  House  ought  to 
be  diminished.  It  is  a  matter  of  very  little  im- 
portance whether  we  increase  the  power  of  the. 
Executive  directly,  or  by  cutting  off  the  power 
of  the  House ;  we  shall  incline  the  balance  as  suc- 
cessfully in  the  one  way  as  in  the  other. 

The  question  on  reading  the  report  was  taken 
and  carried,  58  to  32. 

The  report  is  as  follows : 

The  conunittee  to  whon^  was  referred  the  reiolutwm 
of  the  4ih  instajity- directing  an  -inquiry  into  the  con- 
dact  of  Brigadier  Genei^  James  Wilkinson,  in  rela* 
tiou  to  his  having  at  any  time,  while  in  the  service  of 
the  United  States,  corruptly  received  money  from,  the 
Gofemment  of  Spain,  or  its  agents,  or  in  relation  to 
hit  having,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  been  an  accon^- 
phce,  or  in  any  way  concerned  with  the  agents  of  any 
ibreign  Power,  or  vrith  Aaron  Burr,  in  a  project  against 
the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Spain,  or  to  dismember 
these  United  Stmtes,  and  to  inquire  generally  into  the 
oondoct  of  the  said  James  Wilkinson,  as  Brigadier 
General  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  report,  that 
they  luive  had  under  consideration  the  several  subjects 
of  inquiry,  and  have  investigated  them  to  the  utmost 
of  ^eir  power  since  the  time  of  their  appointment, 
bat  from  the  limited  period  in  which  they  have  acted, 
and  from  the  extensive  and  compKeated  nature  of  the 
subjects,  they  are  under  the  [necessity  of  stating  that 
thej  have  not  been  able  to  make  any  thorough  and 
condusive  investigation  of  the  objects  of  their  inquiry. 

Such  testimony,  however,  as  they  have  been  able  to 
procure,  they  heg  leave  to  submit  as  part  of  this  report, 
and  which  may  be  referred  to  undqr  the  following  heads 
and  order: 

In  relation  to  the  first  objects  of  inquiry,  to  wit :  the 
receipt  of  money  by  General  Wilkinson  from  the  Span- 
ish Govermnent  or  its  agents,  refer  to  the 

Deposition  of  John  Ballenger,  No.  5. 

Letter  from  Btau  Jene^,  No.  6. 

Depositiona  of  F.  LangloiB,  dated  th^  2dth  of  De- 
cember, 1806,  containing  two  original  letters  to  himself 
from  the  Baron  de  Caron^elet^  dated  the  38th  of  Janu- 
tiy  and  28th  of  June,  No,  7. 

General  Wilkinson's  letter  to  John  Adair,  dated  Au- 
gust 7, 1795,  No.  7. 

Deposition  of  Bominiqve  Bouligny,  No.  8. 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Power,  No.  9. 

Depcntion  of  William  MiUer,  Ncu  11. 

Letter  from  Joseph  Collins,  Buurked  A. 

Thomas  Portell's  copy,  in  hi*  own  handwriting,  of 
the  Baton  de  Oarondelet'a  instructions  to  him,  dated 
JanuaiT  20,  1796,.  with  a  tranalation  thereof  from  the 
Sptnish,  No.  14* 

Correspondence  between  Thomas  Power  and  Don 
Thomas  Portell,  Nos.  15  and  l€. 

Depoeition  of  Thomas  Power,  No.  17. 

Deposition  of  Aadrew  EUicott,  No.  19. 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Carondalet, 
No.  20. 

Thomaa  Power's  letter  to  Governor  Gay oso.  No.  21. 


Thomas  Power's  letter  to  the  3aron  Carondelet, 
No.  22. 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  Governor  Gayoso,  No.  28. 

Elisha  Winter's  deposition,  marked  W. 

Deposition  of  James  M.  Bradford,  No.  25. 

Depoeition  of  Isaac  Briggs,  marked  L  B. 

In  relation  to  the  second  object  of  inquiry,  to  wit : 
the  connexion  of  General  Wilkinson  with  the  agents 
of  Spain  in  a  project  to  dismember  the  United  States, 
refer  to  the 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Power,  No.  34. 
'  A  certii^  copy  of  a  letter  from  Peneral  Jaoiea  Wi^ 
kinson  to  Governor  Gayoso,  in  the  handwriting  of 
GoveriMr^ypeo,  dat«d  Sep^ber  2fe,  179€|,  macked 

G.y. 

Gsii^ml  Wilkinson's  a«aret  instruftioiif  to  Thomas 
Power,  in  the  handwriting  of  Philip  Noland,  No.  86. 

Thomas  Pow^'s  lettar  to  the  BasoA  do  Carondelet, 
No.  36. 

Baron  de  Caro^delet'a  letter  to.  Thomas  Powei, 
No.  38. 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  the  Baron  do  Carondelet, 
No.  40. 

General  James  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Thomaa  Power, 
No.  42. 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  Governor  Gayoso,  No.  43. 

General  Janes  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Thomas  Power, 
No,  70. 

Baron  do  Carondelet's  letter  to  Thomas  Power, 
No.  44. 

Daniel  Clarke's  depoaitiour  No.  49. 

,In  ralstton  to .  the  third  objeel  of  inquiry,  lo  wit : 
Ganend  Wilkinson's  connexion  widi  As^on  Burr,  to* 
lerto 

The  dsfioaition  of  Daniei  Olaorko,  before  referred  to. 
No.  46. 

General  Wilkinaoa's  letter  jto  John  Adair,  No.  4%. 

Evidenoo  of  General  Wilkinson,  as  communicatod 
to  Congness^  of  Novomber  23,  1807,  with  the  Preei* 
den|t?s  Moaaagto. 

Ditto,  ditto. 

Letter  from  General  WilkinaoB,  to  Daniel  Clarke, 
June  9,  1895,  marked  X. 

Pieoident's  Message  to  CongDess,  S9d  Nov.,  1667. 

Wilkinson's  letter  to  Colon^  McKoe,  PresidenVa 
Message  to  Congress,  ditto. 

Mr.  Taievell'a  evidence,  Preapdent'a  Message  to 
Congreaa,  ditto; 

Letter  in  dfhei  from  Burr  to  Wilkinson^  daited  88d 
July,  as  deoipkered  by  a  aea^er  of  fAio  grand  jury  at* 
Bichmend. 

Gmend  Joiiot{iaii  Dayton's  leHere  to  Wilkinson  in 
oiphex,  President's  Message^ 

Wilkineon'a  deposition,  No^  %  oi  tlie  report  of  Burr** 
trial,  es  eommmncated  to  Congress* 

JBxtrad  of  Wilkinaoa's  letter  to  the  Presidsnt,  sent 
by  Bnttth,  dated  aist  Ooloher,  1906,  Ptesiient's  Mee- 
sage. 

In  relation  to  the  fourth  point  of  inquiry,  to  vrit :  t)ie 
conduct  of  General  Wilkinson,  as  Brigadier  Generri 
of  the  Array  of  the  United  States,  refer  to  the 
deposition  of  William  Simmons,  Esq.,  letter  8. 

Deposition  of  Captain  George  Peter,  letter  P. 

Deposition  of  Csiptain  Wm.  £.  WiUiaas,  letter  W. 

Deposition  of  John  Smith,  letter  H.  . 

Letter  from  William  Simmons,  Esq.t  enclosing  ex- 
tracts A,  B,  C.  D. 

Letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  Daniel  Clarke, 
No.  71. 
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The  committee  think  proper,  alflo,  to  submit  the  (bl- 
owing papers  relating,  to  tobacco  and  other  commer- 
cial transactions  in  whiich  General  Wilkinson  was  con- 
cerned, from  the  month  of in  the  year  1788,  to  the 

month  of in  the  year  1790,  to  wit : 

General  Wilkinson's  account  current  with  Clark  & 
Rees,  in  the  handwriting  of  Philip  Noland,  dated  the 
8th  of  August,  1787,  No.  27. 

Philip  Noland's  account  of  sales  of  tobacco,  dated 
September  21,  1790,  No.  29. 

Wilkinson's  account  current  with  Clark  &  Rees, 
dated  May  1,  1789,  contained  in  the  account  book, 
pa|e  30. 

Wilkinson's  letter  to  GUrk  db  Rees,  dated  Jane  the 
2d,  1790,  No.  31. 

Wflkinson's  letter  to  Clark  and  Rees,  dated  May  the 
20th,lT90,No.  30. 

Wilkinson's  and  Dunn's  account  current  with  Clark 
and  Rees,  dated  August  29,  1789,  and  6th  September, 
1789,  with  Wilkinson's  order  and  Jioland's  receipt  for 
balance^  No.  32. 

Philip  Noland's  declaration,  dated  September  10, 
1790. 

Wilkinson's  accouhtable  receipt.  No.  4. 

Articles  of  agreement  between  Wilkinson  and  Dunn, 
and  Clait,  senior. 

Letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  Daniel  Clarke, 
Telative  to  the  Plain  Tale,  No.  2. 

In  making  the  last  preceding  statement  the  commit- 
tee begjeave  \fi  remark,  thatrfh)m  an  examination  of 
the  sentence  of  the  military  court  of  inquiry,  ordered  at 
the  request  of  General  Wilkinson,  and  of  which  Colo- 
nel Burbeck  was  President,  it  mppears  that  the  tobacco 
transa6tions  of  General  Wilkinson  at  New  Orleans  in 
178a  and  1790  oonntituted  a  material  part  of  that  in- 
quiry, and  that  a  copy  of  an  account  current  was  laid 
beibre  the  said  court  by  General  Wilkinson  and  desig- 
nated by  No. ,  and  several  letters  accompanying 

said  account,  supposed  by  4he  court  4|o  b»  in  the  hand-* 
writing  of  Philip  Noland,  the  agent  of  General  Wil- 
kinson. 

The  commit^  ooaoeiving  that  the  papers  collected 
by  said  court  would  aid  them  in  their  investigadon, 
made  application  ibrHhose  papers  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  but  were  unable  to  obtain  tiiem,  they  having 
been  taken  from  the  office  by  General  Wilkinson,  as 
appears  from  the  deposition  of  John  Smith,  chief  clerk 
in  the  War  Office.  The  committee  then  direeted  a 
subpoena  to  General  Wilkinson,  requiring  him  to  send 
or  produce  all  the  papera  which  had  been  used  or  col- 
lected by  the  said  court,  in  obedience  to  which  General 
Wilkinson  sent  to  the  committee  a  packet  of  papers 
which  did  not  contam  either  the  account  and  letters 
xefnrodi  to  in  the  sentence  of  the  court,  or  the  defence 
of  Genera]  Wilkinson,  nor  have  the  committee  been 
able  to  procure  them,  and,  cionseqnently  have  not  had 
it  ia  their  power  to  compare  the  accounts  herewith  ex- 
hibited with  those  which  were  laid  before  the  military 
court  of  inquiry.  For  the  further  elucidation,  refer  to 
Walter  Jones's  deposition,  marked  W.  J. 

The  committee  also  submit  the  deposition  of  Daniel 
W.  Coxe,  authenticating  the  papers,  to  which- he  spe- 
cially refers,  marked  D.  W.  C. 

Mr  Qbolson  observed  that  the  reading  of  the 
documeots  accoropanying  the  report  ^puld  take 
until  midnight,  at  least,  and  he  hoped  there  would 
be  DO  objection  to  dispense  with  the  reading  of 
them. 
No  one  objecting,  the  reading  of  ^e  documents 


was  dispensed  with,  and  the  whole  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

[For  the  whole  Report,  see  Ai^peadix.] 

COMMERCIAL  INTERCOURSE. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideratioa  of  the 
bill  concerDiDg  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France. 

Mr.  Gbolson's  amendment  offered  before  the 
House  adjourned  yesterday,  Was  decided  to  be 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to  postpone  the  farther 
consideration  of  the  bill  indefinitely,  with  a  view 
to  take  up  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval  Estab- 
lishment. 

Mr.  Dana  said  he  should  vote  for  this  motioo 
now,  though  he  had  voted  a^iost  it  yesterdajr, 
because  he  now  saw  it  was  impossible^  to  agr«c 
on  any  provision  for  the  protection  of  our  com- 
merce. 

The  question  was  decided  by  yetts  anj  najt- 
yeas  30,  nays  56,  as  follows : 

YxAs— William  W.Bibb,  James BredLenridge, Job 
Campbell,  Wiltiam  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditiu  Cham- 
pion,  Matthew  Clay,  Samuel  W.  Dana,  Jamet  JSmott, 
David  8.  Garland,  Daniel  Hei«ter,  Richard  Jackson,  jrn 
Robert  Jenkins,  Philip  B.  Key,  Joseph  Lewiin  jjuuiri 
Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Ar^bald  McBi]r^ 
William  Milnor,  Jonathan  O.  Moaeley,  Joseph  Pev- 
son,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jun.,  Elisha  R.  Potter,  Joiiib 
Quincy,  John  Randolph,  Daniel  Shefiey ,  Richtid  Stan- 
ford, John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  Archibald  Van  .Hon, 
and  Laban  Wheaton. 

Nats— 'NVillis  Alston,  jr.,  William  Anderson,  E»- 
kiel  Bacon,  Burwell  Bassettf^ohn  Brown,  Willitm  A. 
Burwell,  Joseph  Calhoan,  John  Clopton,  HoweQ  Cobb» 
James  Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  James  Cox,  Williim 
Crawford,  Richard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Deifa<i 
William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin,  BatsUiai  Gtnoett, 
Gideon  Gardner,  Thoman  Ghobon,  Peterson  Good- 
wyn,  Jacob  Hofty,  John  G.  J ackM>n/ Walter  Iwok 
William  Kennedy,  John  Love,  Aaron  LyleV  Robot 
Marion,  Samuel  McKee,  Alexander  McKun,  Join 
Montgomery,  Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jff- 
emiah  Morrow,  Gurdon  8.  Mumford,  Roger  NeliM> 
Thomas  Newton,  Jolin  Nicholson,  Jolm  Porter,  Jokn 
Rea  of  Pennsylvania,  John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  K>t' 
thias  Richards,  John  Roane,  Cbenezer  Sage,  Thomtf 
Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  t^awv  Dennis  Smelt, 
John  Smilie,  George  Smith,  John  Smith,  Ssmnd 
Smith,  John  Taylor,  John  Thompson,  and  Chtfki 
Turner,  jnn. 

A  verbal  amebdment  to  the  bill  being  uder 
consideration-^ 

Mr.  duiNCT  spoke  against  it,  and  dilate^  &< 
large  on  the  evils  which  would  result  from  sueb 
heavy  duties  as  were  proposed  by  this  bill,  wbicb 
would  become  a  law^  as  far  as  in  the  power  of 
this  House  to  make  it  so,  whenever  this  ameft^ 
ment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  lie  on  t^e 
table,  with  a  view  of  adjourning  to  five  or  six 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  as  >  many  members  had 
gone  to  dinner,  and  there  was  scarcely  a  quorum* 

Messrs.  J.  G.  Jackson  and  Gholson  opposed 
the  motion.  It  was  important,  they  said,  to  de- 
cide on  this  bill  now^  and  send  it  to  the  Senate, 
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tfter,  wbieb  tbey  were  willing  to  adjouro  for  an 

hoar. 
The  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  was  lost — 37  for 

ii)  and  40itgaiDst  it. 

Mr.  Ranoolph  renewed  tbe  motion  for  indefi- 
nite postponement  of  the  bill,  which  was  nega- 
d'red— 52  to  22. 

Tbe  House  now  j[aboat  four  o'clock)  found  itself 
withoQtaquorum,  in  consequenoe  of  several  mem- 
bers goioti^  out  at  once. 

The  only  question  on  the  Senate's  amendments 
remaining  to  be  taken  was  merely  a  verbaf  one, 
involf  rog  no  principle,  except  that  the  bill  could 
not  be  retnrneid  to  the  Senate  until  it  was  decided 
in  ooe  way  or  other. 

At  length  a  qiK>rum  appeared* 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  ta- 
ble, in  order  to  adjourn.   Lost-^yes  17,  noes  54. 

A  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment  nov7 
lemaininff,  when  the  SpeakIsr  counted  thirieeo 
io  tbe  amrroative,  and  sixty-two  in  tbe  negative, 
four  more  than  sufficient  to  form  a  quorum. 

A  second  count  was  called  for  by  Mr.  Rah- 
DOLPfl,  which  produced  the  same  result. 

Mr.  Randolph  called  for  a  third  count,  alkg- 
iog  that  one  member  had  been  counted  twice, 
having  risen  on  both  sides  of  the  question. 

The  member  alluded  to  (Mr.  WHiTfiuiLL)  said, 
he  rose  inadvertently,  and  immediately  resumea 
his  seat,  and  was  not  counted. 

Mr.  Randolph  said,  he  had  no  idea  that  the 
gentleman  intended  to  be  counted  twice,  but  be 
believed  he  had  been. 

The  SpBAKBRsaid  he  iiad  noi  counted  the  gen- 
tleman. 

The  HooW  again  divided,  when, there  were 
tweve  affirmatives  and  sixty-three  negatives. 

The  ameodmeots  having  thus  been  all  decided 
oa-^a  motion  of  Mr.  Ghol«on,  it  was  ^eablved  td 
appcHut  conferees  tfif  meet  such  nr  should  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Senate  to  confer  on  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill. 

Messrs.  Bassctt,  Smilib,  and  Bacon. were  ac- 
cordingly appoio  ted. 

The  House  adjourned  for  one  hour,  a  call  of 
tbe  House  having  been  ordered  at  six  o'clock. 

Evening  iXiting. 

Tbe  call  having  been  made,  a  quorum  ap- 
peared— 

Tbe  bill  ixing  the  compensation  of  Ministers 
and  Consuls  on  tke  coast  of  Barbary,  &c.,  was 
read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed* 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
tbattheSemiteagreetotheconfereaieeaeked  by  this 
House  oa  the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses 
to  the  bill,  entitled  <<  An  aot  conoerning  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States 
tod  Qreat  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depen- 
dencies, and  for  other  purposes," 

Mr.  Alston,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways 
tod  Means,  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurv,  relative  to  ad- 
naces  of  pa  bite  moneys  to  William  Short,  made 
a  report  tnereon ;  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  tkble. 

11th  CoH.  2d  Sess.— 65 


A  tnessage  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  recede  from  that  part  of  their 
fourth  amendment  to  the  bill,  entitled  ^*  An  act 
concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and.  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,'' 
which  proposes  to  insert  a  new  section  as  the 
fourth  section  of  the  bill ;  and  they  adhere  to  all 
their  other  amendments  to  the  said  bill.  The 
Senate  have  passed  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  for 
the  relief  of  Margaret  Lapsley,  Grove  Pomeroy, 
Arthur  St.  Clalr,  David  Black  well,  Lucy  Dixon^ 
and  John  Murray,^  with  amendments. 

TrrLES  OP  NOBIUTY. 

Mr.  Macon  called  for  the  order  of  the  day  on 
the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  respecting 
titles  of  nobility,  dbc.  He  said  he  considered  the 
vote  on  this  question  as  deciding  whether  or  not 
we  were  to  have  members  of  the  Legion  of  Honor 
in  this  country. 

Tbe  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  resolution.  It  was  agreed 
to,  and  reported  to  the  House. 

No  amendment  was  offered  in  the  House,  and 
the  resolution  was  ordered  to  be  read  a  third 
time.' 

The  resolution  was  then  read  a  third  time,  as 
follows : 

^Eeidhed,  ^  the  Senate  and  Hmue  of  Repreaeni- 
aUvea  ofjke  United  States  of  America,  in  Gongreee 
anembledt  two-thirds  of  both  Mouses  conenrrittg,  That 
the  followiiBg  seetaon  be  subnulted  to  the  Legi^atdres ' 
of  the  several  States,  which,  when  ratified  by  the  Le« 
gislatares  of  three-fbunhs  of  the  8utes»  shall  be  valid 
and  binding  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
State*: 

'<If  any  citizen 'Of  the  United  Srates  shall  aoeept, 
claim,  receive,  or  retain,  any  title  of  nqbility  or  honor, 
or  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  accept  or 
retain  any  present,  pension,  office,  or.  emolument,  of 
any  kind  whatever,  from  any  person,  King,  Pqnce,  or 
foreign  Power,  such  person  shall  cease  to  be  a  citizen 
of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  incapable  of  holding 
any  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  them,  or  either  St 
them." 

And  on  the  question  that  the  same  do  pass,  it 
was  resolved  in  the  afi&rmative — yeas  87,  nays  3| 
as  folloiifs : 

Yajis — Willis  Alston,  inn.*  William  AndenKm,  £•*• 
kiel  Bacon,  David  Bazd,  Bitf well  Baasett,  WiUiam  W. 
Bibb,  Daniel  Blaisdell,  Adam  Boyd,  James  Brecken- 
ridge,  John  Brown,  Robert  Brown,  William  A.  Bur- 
well,  William  Butler,  Joseph  Calhoun,  William  Cham- 
berlin,  Matthew  ClSy,  John  Clopton,  Howell  Cobb, 
James  Cochran,  James  Cox,  William  Crawford,  Rich- 
ard Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joseph  Desha,  William  Ely, 
James  Emott,  William  Findley,  Meshack  Franklin, 
Banillai  Gannett,  Gideon  Gardner,  David  8.  Garland, 
Thomas  Gholson,  Peterson  Goodwyn,  Daniel  Heister, 
Jacob  Hnfty,  John  G.  Jackson,  Robert  Jenkins,  Wal- 
ter Jones,  William  Kennedy,  Joseph  Lewis,  jnn.,  John 
Love,  Matthew  Lyon,  Aaron  Lyle,  Nathaniel  Macon, 
Robert  Marion,  Archibald  McBryde,  Samuel  McKee, 
Alexander  McKim,  WiUiam  Milnw,  John  Montgomeiy, 
Nicholas  R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow, 
Jonathan  0.  Moseley,  Gurdon  S.  Mumford,  Boger 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2051 


HISTORY  OF  CONGRESS. 


2052 


H.opR. 


Commercial  Intercourse, 


Mat,  1810. 


Nclfon,  Thomas  Newton,  John  Nicholson,  Joseph 
Pearson,  Timothy  Pitkin,  jan^  John  Porter,  Elisha  R. 
Potter,  John  Randolph,  John  Rea  of  Pennsylvania, 
Matthias  Ridiards,  John  Roane,  Ebenezer  Sage,  Thom- 
as Sammons,  Adam  Seybert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Daniel 
Sheffey,  Dennis  Smelt,  John  Smilie,  George  Smith, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Smith,  Henry  Southard,  Richard 
Stanford,  John  Stanley,  Jacob  Swoope,  John  Faylor, 
John  Thompson,  Charles  Turner,  jun.,  Archibald  Van 
Horn,  Robert  Weakley,  Robert  Whitehill,  and  James 
Wilson. 

Nats— Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Rhea  of  Tennes- 
see, and  Killian  K.  Van  Rensselaer. 

PUBUC  BUILDINGS. 

The  HoQse  resolred  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  on  the  bill  making  further  appropri- 
ations for  completing  the  Capitol,  dec. 

Considerable  debate  took  place  on  the  proposed 
appropriations:  Messrs.  Randolpb  and  W.  Als- 
ton opposing  them  ;  and  Messrs.  Lewis,  Macon, 
Lton,  Kjbt,  and  Lotb,  supporting  them. 

The  House  refused  the  appropriation  for  com- 
pleting the  wall  around  the  President'^  square,  ap- 
propriating, howeverp  five  thousand  dollars  for 
the  repair  of  the  President's  house. 

Mr.  W.  Alston  offered  the  following  section 
aa  an  amendment  to  the  bill,  which  was  agreed  to: 
,  ^'And  be  it  further  enaeitd.  That  it  shall  be  Ae 
dnij  of  the  Saperiatendent  of  the  Ci^,  prior  to  any 
further  adTances  of  money  being  raade»  to  call  for  all 
claims  due  on  account  of  materials  ftimished,  or  work 
done,  on  the  public  boadtings,  in  onlsr  that  the  same 
may  be  liquidated  and  paid." 

The  Committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  as 
amended. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  was 
miertd  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Bassett,  from  the  committee  of  confer- 
ence appointed  on  the  disagreeing  yote  of  the 
two  Hotxses  oQ  the  bill  concerning  commercial 
intercourse,  reported  that,  after  a  full  and  free 
conferepce,  they  recommend  that  the  House  of 
Representativcb  recede  from  their  disagreement 
to  all  the  Senate's  amendments  but  one,  viz:  the 
convoy  section,  and  that  the  Senate  recede  from 
that  one; 

The  Honse  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  Capitol,  dbc, 
which,  however,  was  again  laid  on  the  table,  on 
fliotioQ  of  Mr.  RANDOLFH--40  to  38,  to  make  way 
for  the  reading  of  a  message  received  some  hours 
before  from  the  President. 

COMMEROUL  INTBROOURM  BtLL. 

The  House  then  took  up,  60  to  17,  the  bill  con- 
cerning commercial  intercourse,  dbc,  which  had 
been  received  from  the  Senate,  and  amended  as 
proposed  by  the  committee  of  confereoee. 

Mr.  Bassett  explained  the  operation  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  conference  to  be,  that 
the  Senate  yield  the  eoavoy  system,  and  the 
House  yield  the  additional  duty. 

Mr.  wm«OT  said  the  rtaolt  was,  in  other  words, 
m  sort  of  bargain  that,  if  the  Senate  would  agree 
ait  lo  pr0t«et  commerce^  the  Honae  iroald  agree 


not  to  harden  the  people  with  an  additiootl  tu 
of  three  millions  of  dollars. 

Mr.  QufNCT  and  others  complained  that  tfaey 
could  not  understand  the  precise  bearing  of  the 
amendments. 

Mr.  LroN  said  he  could  not  understand  any- 
thing about  it;  and,  as  others  appeared  in  tbe 
same  predicament,  he  moved  to  postpone  the  far- 
ther consideration  of  the  bill  indefiaitdy. 

Mr.  FiNDLEY  said,  that  the  only  reason  ffireo 
for  postponement,  by  the  gentleman  frem  ^ea- 
tacky,  was,  that  becotild  not  anderstaad  the  bitl 
As,  he  presumed^  every  one  else  did  uaderMak 
it,  and  the  House  were  not  obliged  to  fbniuh  the 
gentleman  with  understanding,  he  hoped  his  wut 
of  comprehension  wonld  be  no  argameat  agiiui 
the  bill. 

Messrs.  dtJiNcr  and  Dana  spoke  in  favor  o( 
indefinite  postponement,  beeaasethey  wereicaiiM 
the  remaining  features  of  the  bill,  particolanf  tk 
authoHiy  to  renew  the  non-iatercoorse  agiioti 
either  belligerent  on  a  certain  event,  which emt 
they  said,  depended  on  the  will  or  caprice  sfi 
Sovereign  of  a  foreign  Power. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  wu 
decided  in  the  negative — yeas  27,  nays  64,i$W- 
lows: 

YxAS — ^Daniel  Blaisdell,  James  Breckenridge,  Job 
Campbell,  William  Chamberlin,  Epaphroditof  Ckia- 
pion  Samuel  W.  Dana,  William  Ely,  Jamei  EDott, 
Richard  Jackson,  jun.,  Kobert  Jenkins,  Joseph  Levi 
jun.,  Matthew  Lyon,  Nathaniel  Macon,  Arduhild  ll^ 
Bryde,  William  Milnor,  Joseph  Pearson,  TSmoCfcr 
Pitkin,  Jan.,  Elisha  K.  Potter,  Jeeiah  Qaiag^,  Joh" 
Randolph,  Daniel  Shefley,  John  Stanley,  Jacob^atep^ 
Archibald  Tan  Horn,  Kitfian  IL  Van  Rtimmhm.Ur 
ban  Whealon,  aad  James  Wilson. 

Nats-- Willis  Alston,  jun^  William  Ankma,  du- 
kiel  BaeoD,  BntweU  Bassett,  WiUSaa  W.libb,  Ata 
Boyd,  John  Bi^wo,  Robert  Brown,  Wittan  Butkr, 
Joeeph  Calhoun,  Matthew  Clay,  John  CloptHtiiae 
Cochran,  Orchard  Cook,  Jamea  Ooz,  WiUiup  Cn*- 
ford,  Bichard  Cutts,  John  Dawson,  Joteph  D«^ 
William  Pindley,  Meshack  Pranklin,  BaisiOai  (^ 
net,  Gideon  Oardner,  David  S.  Garland,  Hios.  Gfa«- 
son,  Peterson  Goodwvn,  Jacob  Bufty,  John  6.  Jici- 
son,  Walter  Jones,  William  Kennedy,  John  LoTe,AiK» 
Lyle,  Robert  Marion,  daaiuel  Mdiee,  Alezaodir)^ 
ICim,  Pleasant  M.  Miller,  John  Montgomery,  I^HM* 
R.  Moore,  Thomas  Moore,  Jeremiah  Morrow,  Ov» 
8.  Mumlbrd,  Roger  Nelson,  Thomas  Newtoo,  M> 
Nicholson,  John  Porter,.  John  Rea  of  Peniifylniij 
John  Rhea  of  Tennessee,  Matdiias  Richanb,  )«■ 
Roane,  Ebenexer  Sage,  Thomas  SammoBs,  Adtfi  ^* 
bert,  Samuel  Shaw,  Deimts  Smelt,  John  8niaie,OfOff« 
Smith,  John  Smith,  Henry  Soathaid,  RfchsHBar 
ibrd,  John  Taylor,  John  Thovpaon,  Charlsf  IMi* 
Jan.,  Robert  Weakley,  and  Robert  Whitehifl. 

The  House  then  concurred  in  the  t«P?'*^?* 
committee  of  conference  without  a  divfsioa,  in* 
hearing  a  speech  of  half  an  hoar  from  Mr.  Wi«** 
TON,  against  the  bill.  , 

The  Hon*  resolved  itself  into  a  Committ?*" 
the  Whole  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate,  estittN 
"An  act  altowfnf  compensation  to  RoJ*^  B'J' 
inaon.''  The  bill  was  reported  wlthoai  ••«••• 
meat,  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 
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A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate  have  appointed  a  committee  on 
their  part,  jointly,  with  such  committee  as  may 
be  appointed  on  the  part  of  this  House,  to  wait  on 
tiie  President  of  the  United  States,  and  inform 
him  of  the  proposed  recess  of  Congress. 

The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  relief  of  Margaret  Lapsley,  Gro7e  Pome- 
roy,  Arthur  St.  Clair,  David  Biackwell,  Lucy 
Dizon,  and  John  Mdrrav ;"  and  the  same  being 
read,  were  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

The  amendment  to  the  title  being  to  strike  out 
"Margaret  Lapsley,  Qrove  Pomeroy,  David 
Biackwell,  Luc^  Dixon,  and  John  Murray,"  was 
also  conearred  in  bv  the  House. 

An  engrossed  bill  makioff  appropriations  for 
completing  the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 


ate to  the  bill,  entitled  "An  act  making  appr 

Inais 


priations  for  carrying  into  effect  certain  Inaian 
treatiea."  The  Committee  reported  their  agree- 
ment to  the  amendments,  which  were  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Nblsoii,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  was  authorized  to  pay,  out  of  the  contin- 
gent fund  of  the  House,  to  Thomas  Claxton,  jr., 
and  James  Claxton,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars each,  for  their  services  during  the  present 
session. 


The  House  proceeded  to  consider  the  resola* 
tion  from  the  Senate  to  appoint  a  joint  commit- 
tee to  wait  on  the  President,  and  acquaint  him  of 
the  proposed  recess  of  Conjsrress ;  and  the  same 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House;  and  Messrs. 
CRikWFORD  and  Roanb  were  appointed  the  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Findlby,  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  was  directed  to  pay  put  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  the  House,  to  John  Philips,  Bleztius 
Spalding,  John  B.  Boarman,  Richard  Stewart. 
Thomas  white,  and  Qeorge  Cooper,  the  sum  or 
fifty  dollars  each,  in  addition  to  their  usual  com- 
pensation. 

A  message  from  the  Senate  informed  the  House 
that  the  Senate,  having  completed  the  legislative 
business  before  them,  are  ready  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Crawpord,  from  the  joint  committee  to 
wait  on  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
inform  him  of  the  propose^  recess  of  Congress, 
reported  that  the  committee  had  performed  that 
service,  and  that  the  President  informed  them 
that  he  had  no  further  communication  to  make 
to  Congress  during  the  present  session.  . 

Ordered^  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Sen- 
ate to  inform  them  that  this  House  are  now  ready 
to  adjourn;  and  that  the  Clerk  do  go  with  the 
said  message. 

The  Clerk  accordingly  went  with  the  said  mes- 
sage; and,bein|[  returned,  tbe  Spbakbr  adjourned 
the  House  until  the  first  Monday  in  December 
next. 
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APPENDIX 

TO  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CONGRESS- 

[FIRST   AND  SECOND   SESSIONS.] 

COMPRISINO  THE  MOST  IMPORTANT  DOCUMENTS  ORIOINATINO  DURING  THAT  CON- 
GRESS, AND  THE  PUBLIC  ACTS  PASSED  BT  IT 


GREAT  B^RITAIN. 

[Commmiieftted  May  83,  and  June  16,  1809.] 
Mr.  Ertkine  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Wasbington,  April  17,  1809. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I 
bare  received  His  Majesty's  command  to  repre- 
sent to  the  Gorernment  or  the  United  States,  that 
His  Majesty  is  animated  by  the  rtiost  sincere  de- 
sire for  an  adjustment  of  the  differences  which 
bare  unhappily  so  long  prevailed  between  the 
two  countries,  the  recapitulation  of  which  might 
have  a  tendency  to  impede,  if  not  prevent  an  ami- 
cable understanding. 

It  having  been  represented  to  His  Majesty's 
€k)vernment,  that  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  in  their  proceedings  at  the  opening  of  the 
last  session,  had  evinced  an  intention  of  passing 
ceruin  laws  ^hieti  would  place  the  relations  of 
Great  Britain  with  the  United  States  upon  an 
equal  footing,  in  all  respects,  with  the  other  bel- 
ligerent Powers,  I  have  accordingly  received  His 
Majesty's  commands,  in  the  event  of  such  laws 
Uking  place,  to  ofier,  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty, 
an  honorable  reparation  for  the  aggression,  com- 
mitted by  a  British  naval  officer,  in  the  attack  on 
the  United  States'  frigate  Chesapeake. 

Considering  the  act  passed  by  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  on  the  1st  of  March,  {[usually 
termed  the  non-intercourse  act,)  as  having  pro- 
duced a  »tate  of  equality  in  the  relations  of  the 
two  belligerent  Powers,  with  cespect  to  the  Uni- 
ted Sutes,  I  have  to  submit^  conformably  to  in- 
stroctioDs,  for  the  consideration  of  the  American 
Government,  such  terms  of  satisfaction  atid  repa- 
ration, as  His  Majesty  is  induced  to  believe  will 
be  accepted  in  the  same  spirit  of  conciliation  with 
which  they  are  proposed. 

In  addition  to  the  prompt  disavowal  made  by 
HisMajesty,on  beiiig  apprized  of  the  unauthorized 
act,  committed  by  his  naval  officer,  whose  recall, 
as  a  mark  of  the  King's  displeasure,  from  a  highly 
imporunt  and  honorable  commanu,  immediately 
ensued.  His  Majesty  is  willing  to  restore  the  men 
forcibly  taken  out  of  the  Chesapelike,  and,  if  ac- 
ceptable to  the  American  Government,  to  make 
a  soiuble  provision  for  the  unfortunate  sufferers 
on  that  occasion.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d^. 
D.  M.  ERSKINE. 

Ho».  RoBBST  Smitb,  4c* 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Erskine. 

Dbpartmbnt  of  Btatb, 
AjirU  17,  im 

Sir  :  I  have  laid  before  the  President  your  note^ 
in  which  jrou  hare,  in  the  name  and  by  the  order 
of  His  Britannic^  Majesty,  declared  that  His  Bri- 
tannic Majesty  is  desirous  of  making  an  honorm* 
ble  reparation  for  the  aggression  committed  by  b 
British  naval  officer  in  the  attack  on  the  Untted 
States'  frigate  the  Chesapeake ;  that,  in  addition 
to  his  prompt  disavowal  of  the  act,  His  Majesty, 
as  a  mark  of  his  displeasure,  did  immediately  re- 
call the  offending  officer  from  a  highly  important 
and  honorable  command ;  and  that  he  is  wiUing 
to  restore  the  men  forcibly  taken  out  of  the  Cbesa^ 
peake,  and,  if  acceptable  to  the  Amerioan  Gkr- 
ernment,  to  make  a  suitable  provision  for  the  up- 
fortunate  sufferers- OB  that  occasion. 

The  Government  of  the  United  States  haTiDgy 
at  all  times,  entertained  a  sincere  desire  for  aa 
adjustment  of  the  differences  which  have  so  long 
and  so  unhappily  subsisted  between  the  two  cooa- 
tries,  the  President  cannot  but  receive  with  plea- 
sure assurances  that  His  Britannic  Majesty  ia 
animated  by  the  same  disposition,  and  that  he  is 
readf ,  in  conformity  to  th}s  disposition,  to  make 
atonement  for  the  insult  arid  aggression  commit* 
ted  by  one  of  his  naval  officers  in  the  attack  ott 
the  United  States'  frigate  the  Chesapeake. 

As  it  appears,  at  the  same  time,  that,  in  making 
this  offer.  His  Britannic  Majesty  derives  a  motive 
from  the  equality,  tiow  existing,  in  the  relations 
of  the  United  States  with  the  two  belligerent 
Powers,  the  President  owes  it  to  the  occasion,  and 
to  himself,  to  let  it  be  understood  that  this  equal- 
ity is  a  result  incident  to  a  state  of  things,  grow- 
ing out  of  distinct  considerations. 

With  this  explanation,  as  requisite  as  it  is  frank, 
I  am  authorized  to  inform  you  that  the  President 
accepts  the  note  delivered  by  you,  in  the  name 
and  by  the  order  of  Mis  Britannic  Majesty,  and 
will  consider  the  same,  with  the  enga^ment  eoa- 
tained  therein,  when  fulGlled,as  a  satisfaction^ 
the  insult  and  injury  of  which  he  has  complained* 
But  I  have  it  in  express  charge  from  the  Presi^ 
dent  to  state,  that,  while  he  forbears  to  insist  oa 
a  further  punishment  of  the  offending  officer,  he 
is  not  the  less  sensible  of  the  justice  and  uttlitjf 
of  such  an  example,  nor  the  less  persuaded  that  it 
I  would  best  comport  with  what  is  dae  from  Hia 
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Relalians  with  Great  Britain. 


Britaonic  Majesty  to  his  own  honor.    I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  &c.  R*  SMIT^. 

Hon.  D.  M.  Erskine,  ^. 


Mr.  Brtkine  to  Mr.  Staiitti. 

Washington,  AprU  18, 1809. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  of  informing  you  that 
^is  Majesty,  bavinebeen  persuaded  that  the  hon- 
orable reparation  which  he  had  caused  to  be  ten- 
dflved for  the  nnatithorized  al^wk  upon  the  Attef 
lean  frigate  Chesapeake,  would  ba  accepted  by 
the  GoTernment  of  the  United  States  in  the  same 
spirit  of  conciliation  with  which  it  was  proposed, 
has  instructed  me  to  express  his  satisfaction,  should 
such  a  happy  termination  of  that  affair  take  place, 
not  only  as  hariDg  removed  a  painful  cause  of 
difference,  but  as  afibrdtng  a  fair  prospect  of  a 
complete  and  cordial  understanding  being  re-es-, 
tablisbed  between  the  two  countries* 

Tba  favorable  change  in  the  relations  of  His 
Biiifsty  with  th^  United  States,  which  has  been 
jmiduced  by  the  act  (usually  termed  the  non-in* 
toreouTse  act)  passed  in  the  last  session  of  Con- 
grcsoy  was  al&o  anticipated  by  Hia  Majesty,  and 
las  encouraged  a  further  hope  that  a  reeonsi^era^ 
tioDof  the  existing  differenees  might  lead  to  their 
satisfactory  adjaatment. 

Qa.  these  grounds  and  expectations,  I  am  in^ 
stcanted  to  eemmunieate  to  4he  Amenean  Gkiv» 
enusent  His  Majesty^s  determination  of  sending 
ta  the  United  Sitates  an  fihivoy  Extraordinary, 
invested  with  full  powers  to  conclude  a  treaty  on 
ail  the  points  of  the  relations  between  the  two 
cowkurtes. 

In  the  mean  tim^  with  a  view  to  contribute  to 
the  atdUnment  of  so  desicahle  an  object,  His  Ma* 
jealy  would  be  wilUog  to  withdraw  his  Orders  in 
Conaeil  of  January  and  Ni>vem  her,  1807,  so  far 
as  respects  the  United  States^  in  the  persuasion 
that  tne  President  would*  issue  a  proclamation  for 
the  renewal  of  the  intercourse  with  Great  Britain, 
and  that  whatever  difference  of  opinion  should 
arise  in  the  interpretation  of  the  terms  of  such 
an  agreement,  will  be  removed  in  the  proposed 
DMoiiatton. 

f  have  the  honor  to  be,  dte. 

.    D.M.BRSKINE. 

Hon.  Robert  Siutb,  &^. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Erskihe. 

^Dbparthbn'T  or  Statb. 
AprU  18, 18ba 
Sir:  The  note,  whieh  I  kmd  the  honor  of  re- 
ceiving from  you  this  day,  I  lost  no  time  in  lay- 
ing before  the  President,  who,  being  sincerely  de- 
sirevs  of  a  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the  differ- 
enoes  nnha(>pily  existing  between  Gkeat  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  has  authorized  tae  to  as- 
sure you  thai  he.wili  meet,  with  a  disposition  cor- 
respondent with  that  of  His  Britannic  Majesty, 
the  determination  of  His  Majestf  to  send  to  the 
United  States  a  special  envoy,  invested  with  fisll 
powers  to  conoliude  a  treaty  on  all  paints  of  the 
relaiions  foetweao  due  two  countries* 


I  am  further  authorized  to  assqre  you.  that  ia 
case  Hi»  Britannic  Majesty  should,  in  the  meta 
time,  withdraw  bis  Orders  in  Council  of  January 
and  November,  1807,  so  far  as  respects  the  Unitei 
States,  the  President  will  not  fail  to  issue  a  pro- 
clamaiien,  by^  virtue  of  the  authority,  and  for  the 
purposes  specified  in  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
statute  commoply  cjalled  the  non-intercourse  aet 

I  haVe  the  honor  to  be,  6lc, 

R.  SMITH. 

Hon.  D.  E»aftiiia^  Ae% 

Mr.  Erskine  to  Mr.  Smith; 

Washington,  AprU  19, 1809. 

Sir  :  In  consequence  of  the  acceptance  by  the 
President,  as  stated  in  yrmr  hner  dated  the  18th 
instant,  of  the  proposals  made  by  me  on  the  part 
of  his  Mi^esty,  in  my  letter  ^  the  same  day,  for 
the  renewal  of  tb^  interconrse  between  the  re- 
spective countries,  I  am  authorized  to  declare, 
that  His  Majesty's  Orders  in  Council  of  Januarf 
and  November,  1807;  wil)  have  been  witbdrawD 
as  respects  the  United  States  on  the  lOtb  day  of 
June  next. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

D.  M.  ERSKINB. 

Hon.  RoBEftT  Smith,  dbc. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Bnddne. 

DErARTBfBNT  OP  STATB, 

April  19, 1869. 

Sir  :  Having  laid  before  the  President  yoor 
note  of  this  day.  containing  an  assurance  that  Hit 
Britannic  Majesty  will,  on  th^  JOth  day  ofJwt 
next,  have  withdrawn  his  Orders  in  Coufieil  d 
January  and  November,  1807,  so  far  as  respects 
the  United  States,  I  have  the  honor  of  infonBiof 
you,  that  the  President  will,  accordingly,  sad  ia 
pursuance  of  the  eleventh  section  of  the  sUMHe, 
commonljr  called  the  non-intercourse  aet,  isaoea 
proclamation,  so  that  the  trade  of  the  Usited 
States  with  Great  Britain  may,  on  the  same  iijf 
be  renewed  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  said 
section. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

R.  SBflTH. 

Hon.  D.  M.  ErskiHe;  &e. 


By  the  Freaidmt  of  the  United  J&atu. 

A .  PaOOLiAKATIOlt. 

Whereas  it  is  provided  by  the  eleventh  sectiaa 
of  the  act  of  Congress,  entitled  '*An  act  to  iaier- 
diot  the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  F^aae^ 
and  their  dependencies^  and  for  other  purposes, 
that.  *'  in  case  either  France  or  Great  Brttaii 
shall  so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  as  that  ther 
shall  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  commerce  of 
the  United  Slates,"  the  President  is  authorim 
to  declare  the  same  by  proclamation ;  after  which 
the  trade  suspended  by  the  said  act,  and  by  aa 
act  laying  an  embargo  on  ail  ships  and  vessels iB 
the  ports  and  hafbors  or  the  United  States,  and 
the  several  acu  suppte«ian(afy  thentio,  may  he 
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nmewei  vltbtbe.MtioD  to  doiaf  i;  aad  wb«ftt» 
iJm  Hon,  David  MoDtagne  Erakioei  His  BritaiH 
Die  Maje^yVSfttojr  Eztraordieary  aod  Minister 
PleBipoteotiary,  h.as,  by  the  order  aod  in  the  name 
of  bis  Sovereign,  declared  to  this  Grovernment 
that  tbe  British  Orders  in  Council  of  January  and 
November,  1807,  will  have  been  withdrawn,  as 
respects  the  United  States,  on  the  10th  di^y  of 
Jane  next :  Now,  therefore,  I,  James  Madison, 
President  of  the  United  States,  do  hereby  pro- 
claim that  the  Orders  in  Council  aforesaid  will 
have  been  withdrawn  on  the  said  10th  day  of 
June  next;  after  which  day  the  trade  of  the 
Uaited  States  with  Gkeat  Britain,  as  suspended 
by  tbe  set  of  Congress  above-mentioned,  and  an 
act  layiog  an  embargo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
tbe  porto  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and 
tbe  several  acts  supplementary  thereto,  may  be 
renewed. 
Given  under  my  hand,  and  the  seal  of  the 

United  States^  at  Washington,  the  nine- 

teeDth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  o^r 
[l.  8.]  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred   and 

nine,  and  of  the  independence  of  the  Un^ 

ted  Sutes  the  thirty-third. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
By  tbe  President : 

R.  Smitb,  Sscretarp  of  State. 


Mr.  Enkine  to  Mr.  Smith. 

WhauinQTotiyJum  15, 1809. 

Sir  :  1  have  the  honor  to  enclose  a  copy  of  an 
order  of  His  Majesty  in  Council,  issued  on  the 
26th  of  April  last. 

la  eonsci|oence  of  official  communieatiots  sent 
to  me  from  His  Majesty's  Govcmaoent,  since  the 
adaption  of  that  measnre,  I  am  enabled  to  assure 
yoa,  that  it  haa  no  conoexioa  whatever  with  the 
overtures  which  I  have  been  authorized  to  make 
to  the  OoFerament  of  the  United  States,  and 
that  I  am  persuaded  that  the  terms  of  tbe  agree- 
mtm,  so  happily  concluded  by  the  recent  nego-, 
tiation,  will  ba  stricdy  fulfilled  on  the  part  of 
B»M  Msjesty. 

The  interaal  evideaee  of  the  order  itself  wvold 
foily Justify  the  foregoing  construction;  and, 
moreover,  it  will  not  have  escaped  your  notice,  that 
the  repeal  has  not  therebf  been  made  of  the  orders 
of  tiie-7th  of  January.  1807,  which,  according  to 
the  engmraent  I  have  entered  into  on  the  part 
of  His  MajeHy,  is  to  be  abrogated  with  the  other 
orders,  in  consequence  of  the  adjustment  of  dif- 
fereaees  between  the  two  countries,  and  the  oon« 
fidenee  entertained  of  a  further  conciliatory  uq- 
derstaadiog. 

J  have  the  honor  to  be,  St^. 

D.  M.  ERSKINE. 

Uos.  R.  SMITH)  doc. 


Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Erskine. 

Depajitubnt  of  Statb, 
June  15, 1809. 
8iR :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tbe  re* 
««ifl  of  yonc  note  ^  this  day,  cprnmuoicaung 


the  Order  in  Council,  issued  by  His  Britannic 
Majesty,  on  tbe  26th  of  April  last.. 

However  wellpersuaded  the  President  may  at  all , 
times  have  been,  that  the  arrangement,  so  happily 
effected  by  the  late  negotiation,  would  be  strictly 
fulfilled  on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majesty,  he 
has,  nevertheless,  received  with  satisfaction  your 
renewed  assurance  to  that  effect,  with  the  further 
assurance,  fotraded  on  official  communications  to 
you  from  your  Qovernment.  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  26th  of  April,  that 
that  order  was  npt  intended  to  have  any  connex- 
ion whatever  with  the  overtures  which  you  had 
been  authorized  jto  make  to  the  Government  of 
the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor,  Ac.         * 

R.  SMITH. 


RI^SSIA. 


[Oommanicated  to  the  Senate,  June  26,  l80d.] 
To  the  Smo^  qf  the  United  States  .• 

The  considerations  which  led  to  the  nomina- 
tion of  a  Mim'ster  Plenipotentiary  to  Russia,  being 
strengthened  by  evidence  since  received  of  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  Bmperor  to  establish  a  di- 
plomatic intercourse  between  the  two  countries, 
and  of  a  disposition  in  his  Councils  favorable  to 
the  extension  of  a  commerce  DfiutQally  advanta- 
geous,'as  will  be  seen  by  the  extracts  from  letters 
from  General  Armstrong  and  Consul  Harris, 
herewith  confidetitially  communicated : 

I  nominate  John  Ctuiocy  Adams,  of  Massachu- 
setts, to  be  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  to  the  Court  of  St.  Petersburg. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

JoNB  26, 1809. 

Mr.  Harris  to  Mr.  Madisoli. ' 

St.  PetbrbbubG) 
July  7  [19,]  1808. 

Sir  :  No  opportunitv  has  offered  foe  the  con- 
veyance of  the  enclosed  since  the  date  thereof; 
this  delay  has  enabled  me  to  transmit  yon  a  copy 
4>f  a  note  which  has  been  written  me  by  theMiii- 
ister  of  Foreign  Afikirs,  announcing  the  appoint- 
ment of  Mr.  de  Daschofi;  in  qualitv  of  Charg6  d* 
Afiaires  and  Consul  Cleneral  or  tbe  United 
States. 

The  Minister,  in  a  particular  conference  I  had 
with  him,  assured  me  of  the  great  desire  of  the 
Emperor  that  this  gentleman  should  proceed  to 
bis  destination  without  delay,  and  personalljr 
carry  His  Majesty's  sentiments  upon  the  subject 
of  the  relations  he  was  so  anxious  should  be  firm- 
ly established  between  the  .two  States. 

As  a  direct  opportuoitv  to  America  is  like|)r  to 
offer  in  about  two  weeks,  I  shall^  defer  writing 
vou  more  pariicalarly  until  then,  and  have  the 
honor  to  remain,  with  the  greatest  respect,  sii^ 
your  most  obedient  servant, 

LEVBTT  HARRIS. 

Hon.  Jambs  Madmon. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2063 


APPENDIX. 


2064 


Belatums  mth  Chreat  Britain. 


'      [tBAN8LA,TI0N.] 

Count  de  Romanzoff  to  Mr.  Harris. 

>,  St.  Pbtersboro,  June  13,  1808. 

The  undersigned,  Minister  of  Foreign  AJTairs, 
bas  the  honor  to  inform  Mr.  Le^ett  Harris,  that 
His  Imperial  Majestjr,  wishing  more  and  more  to 
atrenffthen  the  tieaof  friendsjiip  between  Russia 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  has  judged  it 
proper  to  name  Mr.  Daschoff,  asseaseur  of  the 
College,  bis  Consul  General  to  Philadelphia,  con- 
ferring on  him,  at  the  same  time,  the  title  of  his 
Charg^  d'Affaires  near  the  Congress  of  the  Uni- 
ted Statesl 

The  undersigned  prays  the  Consul  General  to 
communicate  this«to  his  Government,  and  he 
seizes  this  o<^casion.  to  reiterate  to  him  the  assu- 
Ttnces  of  his  distinguished  consideration. 

N.  DE  ROMANZOFF. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Armstong,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated. 

Paris,  November  24, 1808, 
Mr.  Short,  who  arrived  on  the  15th  instant, 
and  who  delivered  to  me  your  letter  of  the  9th  or 
September,  not  wishing  to  have  his  appointment 
known  here,  it  has  accordingly  been  concealed. 
But  though  this  course  has  been  adopted,  and  is 
still  observed  in  conformity  to  Mr.  Short's  per- 
sonal wishes,  I  did  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to 
keep  fronL  the  Russian  Minister  of  Foreign  Re- 
lations (who  is  now  here)  the  fact,  that  the  Presi- 
dent determined  to  send  a  Minister  to  St.  Peters- 
burg, and  that  his  arrival  there  might  be  soon  ex- 
pected. The  manner  in  which  the  Count  received 
this  intelligence  showed  the  propriety  of  giving  it. 
Besides  expressions  of  the  highest  satisfaction  on 
his  own  part,  as  well  as  on  that  of  his  master,  he 
immediately  dispatched  a  courier  to  St.  Peters- 
burg, for  the  purpose  of  arresting  or  modifying 
th6  arrangements  already  taken,  or  about  to  be 
taken,  with  regard  to  Mr.  Daschoff's  departure 
for  America.  He  wished,  in  particular,  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  grade  of  public  character  which 
the  gentleman  appointed  would  bring  with  him, 
and  added,  that  "an  Imperial  Minister  of  eoual 
rank  would  be  immediately  appointed.''  Nor 
did  he  stop  here :  "  Ever  since  I  came  into  office," 
he  said,  ^i  have  been  desirous  of  producing  this 
effect;  for  dissolving  our  commercial  connexions 
with  Great  Britain,  it  became  necessary  to  seek 
some  other  Power  in  whom  we  might  find  a  sub- 
stitute ;  and,  on  looking  around  I  could  see  none 
but  the  United  States  who  were  at  all  competent 
to  this  object." 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 

[Communicated  December  16, 1809,  and  May  1, 1810.] 

7b  the  Hou9t  of  Reprt»mtaHoe$  of  the  United  States: 

Washington,  Z>ecemb<r  16  1809. 

Agreeably  to  the  request  expressed  in  the  reso- 

latioQ  of  the  13th  inatant,  I  lay  before  the  House 


extfaeti  from  tbe  correspcmdeDce  of  the  Miaiiler 
Plenipotentiary  of  tbe  United  Sratea  at  Loadoa. 
JAMBS  MADISON. 


Brief  accouht  of  an  unofficial  convenation  betwMa 
Mr.  Canning  and  Mr.  Pinkney^onthelSthof  Jana- 
ary,  1809,  continued  on  the  22d  of  tbe  same  i^on^ 
[Transmitted  by  Mr.  Pinkney  to  the  Secretaiy  of 
State.] 

I  dined  at  Mr.  Canning's,  with  the  corjf$  diph- 
matigue^  on  the  18th  January.  Before  dioaer  be 
came  up  to  me,  and,  entering,  into  conver^atioB, 
adverted  to  a  report  which  he  said  iiad  reached 
him  that  the  American  Ministers  f  here  and  id 
France)  were  about  to  be  recalled.  I  replied, 
that  I  was  not  aware  that  such  a  step  had  been 
resolved  upon.  He  then  took  me  aside,  and  ob- 
served, that,  according  to  his  views  of  the  Ute 
proceedings  of  Congress^  the  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  .Representatives,  in  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  appeared  to  be  calculated,  if  passed 
iotp  a  law,  to  remove  the  impediments  to  arrange- 
ment with  the  United  States,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Orders  ip  Council  and  the  Chesapeake,  bf 
taking  away  the  discrimination  between  Grett 
Britain  and  France  in  the  exclusion  of  vessels  of 
war  from  American  ports^  He  added  that  it  wis 
.another  favorable  circumstance  that  the  non4D- 
portation  system,  which  seemed  to  be  in  contem- 
plation, was  to  be  applied  equally  to  both  parties, 
instead  of  affecting,  as  heretofore,  Great  Britiia 
alone. 

I  proposed  to  Mr.  Canning  that  I  should  call 
on  him  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two  for  tbe  pa^ 
pose  of  a  free  communication  upon  what  he  bad 
suggested.  To  this  he  readiljr  assented;  aod  it 
was  settled  that  I  should  see  him  on  Saoday/ol* 
lowing  (the  22d,)  at  twelve  o'clock,  at  bit  own 
house. 

In  the  interview  of  the  23d,  Mr.  Canning^  im- 
pressions appeared  to  be  in  all  respects  the  tame 
with  those  which  be  had  mentioned  pn  tbe  18tb; 
and  I  said  everything  which  I  thought  coasiiteat 
with  candor  and  discretion  to  confirm  him  in  bis 
disposition  to  seek  tbe  re-eatablishoieotof  good  ao- 
derstaading  with  us,  and  especially  to  see;  in  tbe 
existed  act  of  Con^rera,'  (if  it  ahould  ptst,)a> 
opening  for  reconciliation. 

It  was  of  some  importance  to  tarn  their  attea- 
tion  here,  without  loss  of  time,  to  tbe  mamKf  ^ 
any  proceeding  that  might  be  in  their  coDtempla* 
tion.  It  seemed  that  tli^  resolutions  of  the  Hoa<v 
of  Representatives,  if  enacted  into  a  law.  m^ 
render  it  proper,  if  not  indispensable,  that  tbeaf^ 
fair  of  the  Chesapeake  should  be  settled  at  tbe 
same  time  with  tbe  business  t>f  tbe  ordeis  aad 
embargo,  and  this  I  understood  to  be  Mr.  Can* 
ning's  opinion  and  wish.  It  followed  that  tbe 
whole  matter  ought  to  be  settled  at  Wasbiagtoa, 
and,  as  this  was  moreover  desirable  on  vartoas 
other  grounds,  I  sug^sted^that  it  would  be  weH 
(in  case  a  special  mission  (lid  not  meet  their  ap- 
probation) that  the  necessary  powers  shoold  be 
sent  to 'Mr.  Erakine. 

In  the  eourse  of  conversatioD,  A(f*  Cwu»% 
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BeUaiotu  with  Cheat  Britain. 


]Nopo8ed  •evcral  quftCfoM  rriatiTe  to  oor  Itte 
ftopo^i  the  principal  Were  tbe  two  followiof : 

1st.  In  ease  they  should  wish,  either  ^roai^h 
me  or  through  Mr.  Erakine,  to  meet  us  upon  the 
basis  of  oar  late  overture,  in  what  way  was  the 
eflectual  operation  of  our  embargo  as  to  France, 
&C.,  after  it  should  be  taken  off  as  to  Great  Brit- 
ain, to  be  secured  ?  It  was  evident^  be  said,  that 
if  we  should  do  no  more  than  refuse  clearances  for 
the  ports  of  France,  dbc,  or  prohibit,  under  pen* 
allies,  voyages  to  such  ports,  the  effect  wliicb  my 
letter  of  the  23d  of  August,  and  my  published  in- 
stroctioos,  proposed  to  have  in  view,  would  not 
be  produced ;  for  that  vessels,  although  cleafed 
for  British  ports,  mi^ht.  when  once  out,  go  to 
Franceinstead  of  coming  nere;  and  that  this  would 
in  fact  be  so,  (whenever  the  penalties  which  the 
American  laws  might  denounce  against  ioffend- 
ers)  could  not,  he  imagined,  be  douoted ;  and  be, 
therefore,  presumed  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  Slates  would  not.  aftei;  ft  had  itself  de- 
clared a  commerce  with  France^  &c.,  illegal,  and 
its  citizens  who  should  eo£age  in  it  delinquents, 
and  after  having  given  to  Great  Britain,  bv  com- 
pact, an  interest  in  the  strict  observation  of  the  pro- 
hibition, complain  if  the  naval  force  of  this  coun- 
try should  assist  in  preventing  such  a  com- 
merce. 

2d.  He  asked  whether  there  would  be  any  ob- 
jection to  makings  the  repeal  of  the  British  orders 
aod  the  American  enibargo  contemporaneous? 
He  Beemed  to  consider  this  as  indispensably. 
Nothing  could  be  less-  admissible,  he  said,  than 
that  Great  Britain,  after  rescinding  her  orders, 
should  for  any  time,  however  short,  be  left  sub- 
ject to  the  embargo  in  common  with  France, 
whose  decrees  were  subsisting,  with  a  view  to  an 
experiment  upon  France,  or  with  any  other  view. 
The  United  Slates  could  not,  upon  their  own 
principles,  apply  the  embargo  to  this  country  one 
moment  after  its  orders  were  removed,  or  decline, 
after  that  event,  to  apply  it  exclusively  to  France, 
and  the  Powers  connected  with  her  in  system. 

I  took  occasion,  towards  the  close  of  our  con- 
versatioo,  to  mention  the  recent  appointment  of 
Admiral  Berkeley  to  the  Lisbon  station.  Mr. 
Canoiag  said,  that  whatever  miffht  be  their  in- 
clioation  to  consult  the  feelings  of  the  American 
Government  on  that  subject,  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Admiralty  to  resist  the  claim  of  that  officer 
to  beemployed  (  no  other  objection  existing  against 
him)  after  such  a  lapse  of  time  since  his  return 
from  Halifax,  without  bringing  him  to  a  court 
martial.  The  usage  of  the  navy  was,  in  this  res- 
pect, different  from  that  of  the  armv*  But  I  un- 
derstood Mr.  Canning  to  sav  that  lie  might  still 
be  brought  to  a  court  martial^  although  I  did  not 
understand  him  to  say  that  this  would  be  the  case. 
He  said  that  Admiral  Berkeley,  in  what  he  had 
done,  had  acted  wholly  without  authority.  I  did 
not  propose  to  enter  into  any  discussion  upon 
tbe  subject,  and  therefore  contented  myself  with 
•peaking  of  the  appointment  as  unfortunate. 

Id  both  of  these  conversations,  Mr.  Canning's 
Uaguage  and  manner  were  in  the  highest  degree 
oomriliatory. 


Gopj  of  a  datpatcfa  from  Mr.  Secretary  Cabning  to  the 
Honorable  D.  M,  Enkine. 

FoBEioif  Office,  January  23, 1809. 

Sir  :  If  there  really  exist  in  those  individuale 
who  are  to  bave  a  leading  share  in  the  new  Ad- 
ministration of  the  United  Stales  that  disposition 
to  come  to  a  complete  and  cordial  understanding 
with  Gre4t  Britain,  of  which  you  have  received 
from  them  such  positive  assurances  in  meeting 
that  disposition,  it  would  be  useless  aod  unprofit* 
ab|le  to  recur  to  a  recapitulation  of  the  causes 
from  which  the  differences  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments have  arisen,  or  of  tbe  arguments  already 
90  often  repeated  in  support  of  that  system  of  re- 
taliation to  which  His  Majesty  has  unwillingly 
had  recourse.  ^ 

That  syatem  His  Majesty  must  unquestionably, 
continue  jto  maintain,  unless  the  object  of  it  can 
be  otherwise  accomplislied. 

But  after  the  profession,  on  the  parf  of  so  many 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  of  a  sincere  desire  to  contribute  to 
that  abject  in  a  manner  which  should  render  tbe 
contipuance  of  the  system  adopted  bv  tbe  British 
Gk)vernment  unnecessary,  it  is  thougnt  right  that 
a  fair  opportunity  should  be  afforded  to  the  Ameri- 
can Government  to  explain  its  meaning,  and  give 
proof*  of  its  sincerity. 

The  extension  of  the  interdiction  of  the  Ameri- 
can harbors  to  ihe  sliipsof  war  of  France  as  well 
as  of  Great  Britain,  is,  as  stated  in  my  former  des- 
patch, an  4iccepubie  system  of  impartiality  to- 
wards both  belligerents ;  the  first  that  has  been 
publicly  manifested  by  the  American  Gpvern- 
ment. 

The  like  extension  of  the  non -importation  act 
to  other  belligerents  is  equally  proper  in  this 
view.  These  measures  remove  those  preliminary 
objections,  which  must  otherwise  have  precluded 
any  useful  or  amicable  discussion. 

In  this  state  of  things,  it  is  possible  for  Gre^t 
Britain  to  entertain  propositions  which,  while 
soch.manifest -partiality  .was  shown  to  her  ene- 
mies, were  not  consistent  either  with  her  dignity 
or  her  interest. 

From  the  report  of  your  conversations  with 
Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  Mr.  Smith,  it 
appears :  ' 

1.  That  the  American  Government  is  prepared, 
in  the  event  of  His  Majesty's  consenting  to  with- 
draw the  Orders,  in  Council  of  January  and  No- 
vember, 1807,  to  withdraw  contemporaneously  on 
its  pari  the  interdiction  of  its*  harbors  to  ships  of 
war,  and  all  non-intercourse  and  non-importation 
acts,  so  far  as  respects  Great  Briuin;  leaving 
them  in  force  with  respect  to  France'  and  the 
Powers  which  adopt  or  act  under  her  decrees. 

2.  (What  is  of  the  utmost  imporunce,  as  pre- 
cluding a  new  source  of  misunderstanding  which 
might  arise  after  the  adjustment  of  the  other 
questions,)  that  America  is  willing  to  renounce, 
during  the  present  war,  the  pretension  of  carry- 
in  on  in  time  of  war  all  trade  with  the  enemy's 
colonies,  from  which  she  was  excluded  during 
peace. 
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3.  Qrekt  Britaio,  for  the  purpose  of  teoucing 
the  operatioD  o(  tbe  embargo,  and  of  the  bona 
fdt  iotentioD  of  America  to  prevent  her  citizens 
from  tradiDg  with  France  and  the  Powers  adopt- 
ing and  acting  under  the  French  decrees,  is  to 
be  considered  as  being  ai  liberty  to  capture  all 
such  American  vessels  as  mav  be  found  attempt- 
ing to  trade  with  the  ports  of  an/  of  these  Pow- 
ers ;  without  which  security  for  the  observance 
of  the  embargo,  the  raising  of  it  nominally  with 
respect  to  Qreat  Britain  alone,  would,  in  fact, 
raise  it  withVespect  to  all  the  world. 
~  On  these  conditions  His  Majesty  would  con- 
sent to  withdraw  the  Orders  in  Council  of  Janu- 
ary and  November,  1807,  so  far  as  respects  Amer- 
ica. 

As  the  first  and  second  of  th^e  conditions  are 
the  suggestions  of  the  persons  in  aulhority  in 
America  to  you,  and  as  Mr.  Pinkney  has  recently 
(but  for  the  first  time)  expressed  to  me  his  opin- 
ion that  there  will  be  no  indisposition  on  the  part 
of  his  Government  to  the  enforcement,  by  the 
naval  power  of  Great  Britain,  of  the  regulations 
of  Atnericawith  respect  to  France  and  ^tbe  coun' 
tries  to  which  these  regulations  continue  to  ap- 
ply, bat  that  his  Government  was  itself  aware 
that  without  such  enforcement  those  regulations 
must  be  altop^etber  nusratory,  I  flatter  inyself 
that, there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  obtaining  a  dis^ 
tinct  and  official  recognition  of  these  conditions 
from  the  American  Gbvernment. 

Fpr  this  purpose,  you  are  at  liberty  to  commu- 
nicate this  despatch  in  extenao  to  the  American 
Government. 

Upon  receiving  through  you,  on  the  part  of  the 
American  Government,  a  distinct  and  official  re- 
cognition of  the  three  above-mentioned  condi- 
tions, His  Majesty  will  lose  no  time  in  sending 
to  America  a  Minister  fully  empowered  to  con- 
sign them  to  a  formal  and  regular  treaty. 

As,  however,  it  is  possible  that  the  delay  which 
must  intervene  before  the  ^ctaal  conclusion  of  a 
treaty  may  appear  to  the  American  Goveriiment 
to  derive  this  arrangement  of  a  part  of  its  bene- 
fits, I  am  to  authorize  you,  if  the  American  Gov- 
ernment should  be  desirous  of  acting  upon  the 
agreement  before  it  is  reduced  hito  a  regular 
form,  (either  by  the  immediate  repeal  of  the  em- 
bargo and  the  other  acts  in  q^uestioo,  or  by  en* 
gagiuf^  to  repeal  them  on  a  particular  day,}  to 
assure  the  American  Government  of  His  Majes- 
ty's readiness  to  meet  such  a  disposition  in  the 
manner  best  calculated  to  give  it  immediate  efiect. 

Upon  the  receipt  here  of  an  official  note  con- 
taining an  engagement  for  the  adoption, by  the 
American  Government  of  the  three  conditions 
above  specified.  His  Majesty  will  be  prepared  on 
the  faith  of  such  engagement,  either  immedi- 
ately, (if  the  repeal  ^all  have  been  immediate 
in  America/)  or  on  any  day  specified  by  ^e 
American  Gfovernment  for  that  repeal,  recipro- 
cally to  recall  the  Orders  in 'Council,  without 
waiting  for  the  conclnsfon  of  the  treaty;  and 
you  are  authorized,  in  the  circumstances  herein 
described,  to  make  such  reciprocal  engagement 
on  His  Majesty's  behalf.        I  am,  dbc. 


Bxtiact  of  a  letter  fiiam  the  SMieAary  ef  eiatate  Wil- 
liam  Pinkney,  Be^.,  Ministes PteipotaHiaiy srib 
United  States  in  Lovdon* 

Dbpaetmckt  bp  Btatb,  March  16, 1609. 
The. proceedings  of  Congress,  at  their  late  ses- 
sion, combined  with  the  Executive  commnnica- 
tions,  afifording  as  they  do  additional  proofs  of 
the  pacific  disposition  of  this  Gkivermnent,  and 
of  its  strict  observance  of  whatever  the  laws  of 
neutrality  require,  you  will  not  fail  to  avail  yoor- 
self  of  the  just  arguments  thence  deducible  in 
urging  the  equitable  claims  of  lhe  United  States. 
The  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  eleventh,  and  ser- 
enteenth  sections  of  the  act  interdicting  com1Be^ 
cial  intercourse  with  Great  Britain  and  France, 
will,  in  that  view,  claim  your  attention,  and  es- 
pecially the  eleventh  section,  authorizing  the  Bi* 
ecutive  to  renew  our  bommeree  with  the  nation 
withdrawing  the  operation  of  its  illegal  edicts. 
And  you  will  be  careful  to  let  it  be  understood 
that  the  authority  thus  vested  will,  of  course,  be 
exercised  in  the  event  stated  in  the  law. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney,  Itliiister  Fleu- 

potantiary  oi  the  United  States  at  London,  to  Hn 

Smith  Secretary  of  Stat0, 

London,  May  1, 18(W. 

Upon  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  15tliof 
Mbrch,  it  became  my  obvious  duty  to  ask  a  eoa- 
fei'ence  with  Mr.  Canoisff.  It  took  place  aecoid- 
insly  on  Monday  the  17th  of  April. 

With  a  view  to  do  justice  to  the  character  ud 
tendency  ^f  the  law  of  the  1st  of  March,  I  called 
the  ftttention  of  Mr.  Canning  in  a  partieolar 
mantker  to  the  eleventh  sectiott^  which  profides 
for  the  renewal  of  commercial  intercourse  with 
the  Power  revoking,  or  so  mddifying  its  edicts  as 
that  they^should  cease  to  violate  the  neutral  com- 
merce of  the  United  States;  and,  in  obedience 
to  my  instrttctions,  1  assured  him  that  the  aa- 
thority  vested  in  the  President  fo  proclaim  stieh 
revocation  or  modification,  would  not  fail  to  be 
exercised  as  the  case  occurred. 

I  entered  into  a  minute  explanation  of  the  laf 
of  the  Ist  of  March,  and,  in  the  course  of  it, 
availed  myself  of  every  indueement  of  interest 
which  it  could  be  supposed  to  fbrnish  to  thu 
Government  to  retract  its  Orders  in  Council, •»* 
of  the  proofs  with  which  it  abounds  of  the  sin- 
cere desire  of  the  American  Government  to  cil- 
tivate  peace  and  friendship  with  Great  BrittiB, 
even  while  it  was  repelling  what  it'<leemede^ 
croachmentsand  injuries  the  most  pernicioas  and 
alarming. 

Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Pinkney. 

FoRfiiGN  Ofpicb,  May  27, 1809. 
Sib  :  According  to  the  intimation  which  I  g«v« 
to  yon  in  onr  last  coBfesence,  I  have  now  the  ooa- 
or  to  enclose  to  you  a  copy  of  the  Order  iaCoua- 
cil  which  His  Majesty  haa  directed  to  be  isMcd 
for  the  purpose  of  prevoBting,  as  far  as  poi«iW«» 
any  inconvenienee'ordetriflttent  lenliBnierchaBts 
of  the  United  Stages  who  may  have  catered  into 
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eopHMrakl  8pfe«kiti<m8  on  the  foith  of  die  qih 
•mberisfd  engai^emeDts  of  Mr.  Erskioe,  previ- 
ously to  the  BotifieaiioD  id.  America  of  His  Maj^ 
estvVdiiavowat  of  those  eDgagemeDts. 

Hating  ha<l  the  boDor  to  readto  you  in  exten90 
the  instructions  witk  which  Mr.  Erskine  was  fur- 
nished, It  is.  not  necessary  for  nae  to  enter  into 
any  ezpIanatioQ  of  those  Doints  in  which  Mr. 
£rt)une  has  acted,  not  only  not  in  conformity, 
but  in  direct  contradiction  to  them^ 

I  forbear,  equally,  from  troubling  you,  sir,  with 
any  comment  on  the  manner  in  which  Mr.  Ers- 
kioe's  communications  have  been  received  by  the 
American  Grovernment,  or  upon  the  terms  and 
spirit  of  Mr*  Smith's  share  of  the  correspondence. 

Such  pbservations  will  be  communicated  more 
properly  through  the  Minister  whom  His  Maj^ 
esty  has  directed  to  proceed  to  America,  not  on 
any  special  mission,  (which  Mr.  Erskine  was  not 
tothorized  to  promise,,  except  upon  conditions, 
not  oDe  of  which  he  has  obtained,)  but  as  the 
successor  of  Mr.  Erskine,  whom  his  Majesty  has 
not  lost  a  moment  in  recalling. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  dbc. 

GEORGE.  CANNINa 

To  'WlXAAAU  PiNXNET,  Esq.,  dbc. 


No.1. 


Mr.  Erskine  to  Mr.  Smith. 

Wa8BIK«ton,  Jvhf  31,  1809. 

Stat  I  bare  the  honor  to  enclose  to  you  a  c6py 
of  an  Order  which  was  passed  by  H«  Majesty 
in  Council  on  the  24th  or  Mav  last. 

In  communicatiDg  this  order,  it  is  with  the 
deepest  regret  that  I  bave  to  inform  you  that  His 
Majesty  has  not  thought  proper  to  confirm  the 
late  provisional  agreement  wnich  I  had  entered 
into  with  yoii  on  the  part  of  our  respective  Gtov- 
emmeats. 

Neither  the  present  time,  nor  the  occasion,  wilt 
afford  me  a  favorable  opportunity  for  explaining 
to  you  (be  ffrouddsatid  reasons  upon  which  I  con- 
ceived I  had  conformed  to  His  Majesty's  wishes', 
and  to  the  spiril,  at  least,  of  my  instructions  upon 
that  subject;  nor.  indeed,  would  any  vindication 
of  mj  conduct,  whatever  I  may  have- to  offer, 
be  of  any  importance,  further  than  as  it  might 
tend  to  sho>r  that  no  intention  existed  on  my 
part  to  practise  any  deception  towards  the  Gk)v* 
eroment  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  satisfaction,  however,  to  call  your 
attention  to  that  part  of  the  enclosed  order  which 
protects  the  commerce  and  shipping  of  the  United 
States  from  the  injury  and  inconveniences  which 
mi^ht  have  arisen  to  American  citizens  from  a 
reliance  on  the  provisional  agreement  befbre  men- 
tioned;  and  I  cannot  but  cherish  a  hope'thatno 
farther  bad  consequences  may  result  from  an  ar- 
raogement  which  I  had  fully  believed  would  have 
met  His  Majesty *s  approbation,  and  would  bave 
led  to  a  complete  and  cordkl  undarstaluling  be- 
tween the  two  connicies. 

With  sentiments  of  high  respect,  dbc 

D.M.  ERSKINE. 


[From  the  Loadon  Gaaette,  MiQr  87.] 

At  the  Gpuft  at  the  Queen's  palace,  the  24th  May, 
1800:  Present,  the  King's  Most  Excellent  Majesty 
in  Councils 

Whereas,  His  Majesty  was  pleased,  by  his  Or- 
der in  Council  of  the  26th  of  April  last,  to  de- 
clare certain  ports  aod  places  of  the  countries 
which  have  been  lately  styled  the  kiu^dom  of 
Holland,  to  he  subject  to  the  restrictions  incident 
to  a  strict  and  rigorous  blockade,  as  continued 
from  His  Majesty's  former  ord^r  of  the  11  ih  of 
November,. 1807;  and  whereas,  advices  have  been 
received  of  a  certain  provisional-agreement  enter- 
ed into  by  His,  Majesty's  Envoy  Extraordinary 
and  Minister  Plenipotentiary  in  America,  with 
the  Gov>roitient  of  the  United  States,  whereby 
it  is  understood  that  His  Majesty*s  Orders  in 
Council  of  the  7th  Janiiary,  and  of  the  11th  of 
November,  1807,  shall  be  withdrawn,  so  far  as 
respects  the  U'nited  States,  on  the  tenth  of  June 
next. 

And  whereas,^  ahbougb  the  said  jpromHonat 
agreement  is  not  such  ^^  ^^s  authorized  by  His 
Majesty's  instructions,  or  such  as  His  Majesty 
can  approve^  it  may  already  have  happened,  or 
may  happen,  that  pdrsoos  being  citizens  of  the 
United  States  may  be  l^d,  by  a  reliance  on  the 
said  provisional  arrangement  to  engage  in  trade 
with  and  to  the  said  ports  and  places  of  Holland, 
contrary  to,  abd  in  violation  of  the  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  said  orders  of  the  74h  of  January, 
and  of  the  11th  of  November.l807,'as  altered  by 
the  order  of  th^  26th  of  April  last;  His  Majesty, 
in  order  to  prevent  any  inconveniences  that  may 
ensue  from  the  circumstances  above  recited,  is 
pleased,  by  and  with  tbe  advice  of  his  Privy 
Council,  to  order,  and  it  is  hereby  ordered,  that 
the  said  several  orders  shall  be  suspended,  so  far 
as  is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  vessels  of 
the  said  United  States,  so  sailing  under  the  faith 
of  the  said  provisional  agreement,  viz :  That  after 
the  9ch  day  of  June  next,  no  vessel  of  the  United 
States  which  shall  have  cleared  out  between  the 
19ih  of  April  last  and  the  20th  Jiily  ensuing,  for 
any  of  the  ports  of  Holland  aforesaid,  from  any 
port  of  the  United  States^shaU.be  molested  or 
interrupted  in  her  yoyage  by  the  commanders  of 
His  Majestj^'s  ships  or  privateers^ 

And  it  u  further  ordered^  ThuCt  no  Vessels  of 
the  United  States  which  shall  have  cleared  out 
from  any  port  of  America,  previous  to  the  20tb 
of  July  next,  for  any  other  permitted  port,  and 
shall,  during  her  voyage,  have  changed  her  desti- 
nation in  consequence  of  information  of  the  said 
provisional  agreement,  and  shati  be.  proceeding 
to  any  of  the  ports  of  Holland  aforesaid,  shall  be 
molested  or  interrupted  by  the  commanders  of 
any  of  His  Majesty's  ships  or  privateers,  unless 
such  vessel  shall  have  been  informed  of  this  order 
OU'  her  voyage,  or  shall  have  been  warned  not  to 
proceed  to  any  of  tbe  ports  of  Holland,  aforesaid, 
and  shall,  notwithstanding sim^A  warning,  be  found 
attempting;  to  proceed  to  any  such  port. 

Ana  it  ujitrther  ordered^  That  after  the  said 
9th  day  of  June  next,  no  vessel  of  the  said  Uni- 
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t^d  States,  which  shall  hare  cleared  out  for,  or 
be  destiDed  to  any  of  the.  ports  of  Holiaod,  from 
any  port  or  place  not  subject  to  the  restrictions  of^ 
the  said  order  of  the  26th  of.  April  last,  after  no- 
tice of  such  provisional  agreement,  as  aforesaid, 
shall  be  molested  or  interru|)ted  in  her  voyage  by 
the  commanders  of  His  Majesty's  ships  or  priva- 
teersy  provided  sucb  vessel  shall  have  so  cleared 
out  previous  to  actual  notice  of  thisord^er  at  such 
place  of  clearance,  or,  in  default  of  proof  of  actual 
notice  previous  to  the  like  periods  of  time,  after 
the  date  of  this  order,  as  are  fixed  for  constructive 
notice  of  His  Majesty's  orders  of  the  11th  of  No- 
vember, 1808,  by  the  orders  of  {he  25ih  of  Novem- 
ber, 1807,  and  of  thelSibof  May,  1808,  at  certain 
places  and  latitudes  therein  mentioned,  unless 
such  vessel  shall  have  been  informed  of  thi^  or- 
der on  her  voyage,  and  warned  by  any  of  His 
Majesty's  ships  or  privateers  not  to  proceed  to 
any  port  of  Holland,  aiid  shall,  notwithstanding 
such  warning,  attempt  to  proceed  to  any  such 
port. 

And  Bis  Majesty  is  pleased  further  to,  order, 
and  ii  is  hereby  ordered^  That  the  said  several 
orders  of  the  7th  of  January,  and  11th  Novem- 
ber, 1807,  as  altered  by  the  said  order  of  the  26th 
of  April  last,  shall  also  be  suspended,  so  far  as 
is  necessary  for  the  protection  of  vessels  of  the 
said  United  States  which  shall  clear  out  to  any 
ports  not  declared  to  be  under  the  restriction  Of 
blockade  from  any  port  of  Holland,  between  the 
ninth  day  of  June  and  the  first  day  of  July  next; 
Providea  always,  That  nothing  that  is  contained 
in  the  present  order  shall  extend,  or  be  construed 
to  extend,  to  protect  any  vessels  or  their  cargoes 
that  may  be  liable  to  condemnation  or  detention 
for  any  other  Cause  than  the  violation  of  the 
aforesaid  orders  of  the  7th  of  January,  and  11th 
of  November,  1807,  as  altered  bv  the  said  order 
of  the  26ih  of  April  last.  •      . 

Provided  alsoy  That  nothing  in  this  order  con- 
tained shall  extend;  or  be  construed  to  extend,  to 
protect  any  vessels  which  shall  attempt  to  enter 
any  port  actually  blockaded  by  any  or  His  Maj- 
esty's ship  of  wan 

And  the  right  honorable  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  His  Majesty's  Treasury^  His  Majesty's 
Frincjpal  Secretaries  of  State,  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  and  the  Judge  of  the 
High  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  the  Judges  of  the 
Courts  of  Vice  Admiralty,  are  to  take  the  neces- 
sary measures  herein  as  to  them  may  respectively 
appertain. 

STEPHEN  COTTRELL. 


Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Canning. 

GbEAT  CtJMBEBLAICD  FlACB, 

May  39,  1809 
Sir  :  I  haVe  received  the  communication  which 
you  did  me  the  honor  to  address  to  me  on  the 
37th  instant,  and  will  hasten  to  transmit  it  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States. 

No  instructions  or  information  from  my  Qov- 
ernmept  concerning  the  transactions  in  America 
Co  which  yoar  commnnieation  alludes  having 


reached  tne,  I  can  only  express  my  coneem  tbtt 
the  conciliatory  arrangements  concerted  and  eon* 
eluded,  as  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  iaforin 
me,  between  the  American  Secretary  of  Sttte 
and  His  Majesty's  accredited- Minister  at  Waib- 
iogton,  acting  in  consequence,  and  professing  to 
act  in  porsuanccof  regular  instructions  from  hit 
Court,  are  not  likely  to  have  all  that  effect  wfaieh 
was  naturally  to  have  be^n  expected  from  them. 
I  have  the. honor  to  be,  dbc. 

WILLIAM  PINKNEY. 
The  Right  Hon.  Q.  Cankino,  d^. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney- to  the  SecrHnjr 
ofState. 

LoRDON,  June  6, 1809. 

Mr.  Canning  tells  me  that  the  conversationi 
detailed  in  Mr.  Erskine's  letter  did  not,  as  1  btd 
supposed,  suggest  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  would  aHow  it  to  be  understood 
that  British  cruisers  might  stop  American  ves- 
sels attempting  to  vioUte  the  embargo  and  non- 
intercourse,  continuing  as  to  France,  dbc.  after 
they  should  havis  been  withdrawn  as  to  Oreit 
Britain.  They  suggested  that  the  United  Suio 
would  side  with  the  Power  revoking  its  edicts 
against  the  Power  persevering.,  This,  Mr.  Cao- 
ning  says,  he  considered  (although  he  did  not  so 
insist  upon  it  in  the  recapitulation  of  his  instnje- 
tions  to  Mr,  Brskine)  as  comprehending  what  1 
thought  he  had  represented  the  actual  su^estioa 
to  be,  and  what  he, supposed  I  had  said  to  him  in 
an  informal  conversation,  at  his  house  in  Brotoa 
street,  on  the  33d  of  January,  in  an  answer  toooe 
of  his  inquiries.     . 

It  will,  I  am  sure,  occur  to  you,  as  the  fact  is, 
that  the  little  which  I  may  have  thrown  out  opoa 
that  occasion  did  not  look  to  the  admissioa  of 
Mr.  Canning's  object  into  any  stipulation  between 
the  two  countries,  and  that  I  viewed  it  oolr  tsi 
consequence  that  might,  and  would^  if  France 
persisted  in  her  unjust  decrees,  grow  out  of  a^ 
^rangements  similar  to  those  offered  by  usio  Ao* 
gust  last. 

Having  no  longer  any  authority  (as  Mr.  Can- 
ning kpew)  to  speak  officially  upon  that,  oraof 
other  point  connected  with  the  Orders  in  Cooa- 
cil,  and  being  desirous  that  this  Government 
should  propose  negotiation  at  Wasbin^too,  as 
well  concerning  the  orders  as  the  affair  of  tbe 
Chesapeake,  I  avoided^  as  much  as  possible,  ex- 
planations upon  details  which  would  be  best 
managed  at  home  by  the  Department  of  State; 
and  eu^deavored  to  speak  upon  what  Mr.  Can- 
ning pro[>osed  ,to  me,  in  such  a  manner  as,  tliat, 
without  justifying  unsuitable  expectations  on 
his  part,  or  forgetting  what  was  due  to  the  honor 
of  my  own  Government,  I  might  contribute  to 
produce  an  effort  here  towards  friendly  adjust- 
ment. 


Extract  of  a  letter  fiom  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  8aitt 
Lou  DOH, /im«  ^,  1S09. 
Mr.  Erskine's  instructidns  concerning  tbe  Or- 
ders in  Council  having  been  laid  before  tJie 
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House  of  Commons,  are  now  printed.  Yoo  will 
find  ihem  in  the  newspaper  enclosed. 

It  h  Dot  improbable  tnat  when  Mr.  Canning 
read  these  instructions  to  me.  I  inferred  from  the 
manner  in  which'  the  three  points  stated  in  the 
fifth,  sixths  and  seventh  paragraphs  are  intro- 
duced and.  connected,  ibat  the^  were  all  consid- 
ered as  suggested  bv  Mr.  Erskine's  "report  of 
his  conversations  witn  Mr.  Madison,  Mr.  Galla- 
tin, and  Mr.  Smith  ;"  whether  I  was  led  by  any^ 
other  cause  intp  the  mistake  of  supposinff  that 
the  third  (as  well  as  the  first  and  second)  was 
so  su^ested,  i  am  not  sure,  and  it  is  not  very 
material. 

Mr.  Canning's  misconception  of  ^ome  informal 
obserrations  from  me  in  January  last,  has  been 
in  part  mentioned  in  my  letter  of  the  sixth  in- 
stant; but  the  published'ittstructions  show,  what 
I  had  not  collected  from  hearing  them  read,  that 
he  anderstood  ro^  to  have  stated  "  that  the  Amer- 
ican Gk)Ternment  was  itself  aware  that  without 
an  enforcement,  by  the  naval  power  of  Great 
Britain,  of  the  reeuIaMons  of  America  with,  re- 
spect to  France,  those  regulations  must  be  alto- 
ffether  nugatory."  It  cannot  be  necessarjr  to  in- 
form you  that,  m  this,  as  in  the  other  particulars 
alluded  to  in  my  last  letter,  I  have  been  misap- 
prehended. 

I  ought  to  mention  that  the  strong  and  di- 
rect charge  against  the  American  Gk>vernment, 
of"manuest  partialit^r^'  to  France,  introduced, 
without  any  qualification  or  management  of  ex- 
pression, into  a  papier  which  Mr.  Erskine  was 
authorized  to  commuilicate  in  exienso  to  you, 
did  not  strike  me  when  that  paper  wasre^d  to  me 
hf  Mr.  Canning. 

Extract  of  ft  letter  firom  Mr.  Finkney  to  die  Secretary 
ofStete. 

JuNB  23, 1800. 

1  bad  an  interview  yesterday  with  Mr.  Can- 
ning. In  conv^rsin^  upon  the  first  of  the  condi- 
tioos,  upon  the  obtaining  of  which  Mr.  Erskine 
was  to  promise  the  repeal  of  the  British  Orders 
io  Council,  and  a  special  mission,  I  collected,  from 
what  was  said  by  Mr.  Canning,  that  the  exemp- 
tion of  Holland  from  the  effect  of  our  embargo  and 
noQ- intercourse,  would  not  hav«  been  much  ob- 
jected to  by  the  British  Government  if  the  Gk)v- 
ernment  or  the  United  States  had  been  willing  to 
concede  the  first  condition  subject  to  that  exemp- 
tion. Mr.  Canning  observed  that  the  expedient 
of  an  actual  blockade  of  Holland  had  occurred  to 
them  as  bein((  capable  of  meeting  this  exemption, 
hot  Mr.  Erskine  had  obtained  no  pledge,  express 
or  implied,  or  in  any  form,  that  we  woola  enforce 
our  non-intercourte  system  gainst  France  and 
her  dependencies ;  that  our  actual  system  would, 
if  not  reenacted  or  continued  as  to  France,  ter-. 
roioate  with  the  present  session  of  Congress; 
that,  for  aught  that  appeared  to  the  contrary  in 
your  correspondence  with  Mr.  Erskine,  or  in  the 
President's  proclamation,  the  embargo  and  non- 
iotercofirse  laws  might  ^e  suffered  without  any 
bteach  of  fait^  to  expire,  or  might  even  he  re-. 


pealed  ipamediately,  notwithstanding  the  perse- 
verance of  France  in  her  Berlin  and  other  edicts; 
and  that  Mr.  Erskine  had  in  truth  secured  noth- 
ing more,  as  the  coosideratioiLof  the  recall  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  thaii  the  renewal  of  American 
intercourse  with  Great  Britain. 

Upon  the  second  of  the  conditions  mentioned 
in  Mr.  Erskine's  ins^ctiops,  I  made  several  re- 
marks. I  stated  that  it  had  no  necessary  con- 
nexion with  the  principal  subrject;  that  it  had 
lost  its  importance  to  Great  Britain  by  the  reduc- 
tion of  almost  all  the  cjolonies  of  her  enemies; 
that  Batavia  was  understood  not  to  be  affected  by 
it ;  that  it  could  not  applv  to  Guadaloupe,  (the 
only  other  unconquered  colony,)  since  it  was  ad- 
mitted that  we  were  not  excluded  from  a  trade 
With  Guadaloupe  in  time  of  peace;  that  I  did 
not  know  what  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  would,  upon  aufficient  hidueements,  con- 
a^nt  to  do  upon  this  point,  but  that  it  could 
scarcely  be  expected  to  j^ive  the  implied  sanc- 
tion, which  this  condition  called  upon  it  to  give, 
to  the  rule  of  the  war  of  1756,  witbout  any 
eouivalent  or  reciprocal  stipulation  whatsoever. 
Mr.  Canning  admitted  that  the  second  condition 
had  no  necessary  connexion  with  the  Orders  in 
Council,  and  he  intimated  that  they  would  have 
been  content  to  leave  the  subject  of  it  to  future 
discussion  and  arrangement.  He  added  that  this 
condition  was  inserted  in  Mr.  Erskine's  instruc- 
tions, because  it  had  appeared,  from  his  own  re- 
port of  conversations  with  official' persons  at 
l^ashington^  that  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in 
agreeing  to  it.  '   ^ 

Upon  the  third  condition  I  said  a  vefy  few 
words.  I  restated  what  I  hi^  thrown  out  upon  the 
matter  of  it  in  an  informal  conversation  in  Jan- 
ury,  and  expressed  my  regret  that  it  should  have 
been  misapprehended.  Mr.  Canaing  immediately 
said  that  ne  was  himself  of  opinion  that  the  idea 
upon  which  that  condition  turns  could  not  well 
find  its  way  into  a  stipulation ;  that  he  had,  ne- 
vertheless, believed  it  proper  to  propose  the  con- 
dition to  the  United  States ;  that  he  should  have 
vbeen  satisfied  with  the  rejection  jof  it;  and  that 
the  consequence  would  nave  been,  that  they 
should  have  intercepted  the  commerce  to  which 
it  referred,  if  any  such  commerce  should  be 
attempted. 

Circular  J 
TaiA8UBY  DBrARTMBNT,  Aug.  9, 1809. 

Sw!  Y^u  will  herewith  recdve  a  copy  of  the 
proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States^  announcing  Ihat  certain  British  Orders 
Sn  Council  were  not  withdrawn  bn  the  tenth  day 
of  June  last;  and,-  consequently,  that  the  trade 
renewable  on  the  eyent  of  the  said  orders  being 
withdrawn  is  to  be  considered  as  under  the  oper- 
ation of  the  several  acts  by  which  such  trade  was 
suspended. 

The  act'  *^  to  amend  and  continue  in  force  cer- 
tain parts  of  tlie  iu:t,  entitled  'An  act  to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Gfeat  Brtuia  and  France,  and  tbeir 
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^^peodenrcies.  and  for  other  purposes,"  passed  on 
the  28th  of  Joiie,  is,  therefore,  in  every  respect, 
applJeable  to  Gkeat  Britdio  and  her  dependeaeies 
as  well  as  to  France  and  her  dependencies,  aiiy- 
thing  in  mj  circtflar  of  the  39th  June  last  to  tqe 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

It  results  that,  from  the  receipt  of  this,  you 
must,  in  every  instance,  except  as  hereinafter  ex- 
pressed, refuse  clearances  for  British  ports,  requir- 
ing, as  usual,  bonds  froni  all  vessels  bound  to  per- 
mitted ports,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the  third 
section  of  the  act  above  mentioned*  Bu|  as 
many  British  vessels  have  or  may  qome  into  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  in  consequence  of  the 
President's  proclamation  of  the  10th  of  April  last, 
lie  directs  tnat  you  will  permit  such  British  Ves- 
sels to  depart  without  giving  bond,  either  in  bah- 
lastor  with  the  cargo  dn  board,  when  uotified  of 
the  enclosed  proclamation ;  it  being,  however, 
understood  that  this  indulgence  shall  not  be  ex- 
tended to  any  other  vessels  thai^  such  as  are  now 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  or  such  as  may 
hereafter  arrive,  havii>g  sailed  from  a  foreign 
port  before  information  of  the  enclosed  proclama- 
tion shall  have  been  received  at  such  port. . 

The  President  also  directs  that,  until  a  decision, 
from  Congress  on  that  unexpected  point  shall 
have  been  obtained,  or  until  otherwise  instructed, 
seizures  or  prosecutions  for  supposed  contraven- 
tions of  either  of  the  abovementioned  aqt,  or  of  the 
non-intercourse  act  of  1st  March  last,  arising  from 
acts  which  would,  in  conformity  with  the  proc- 
latnatipn  Of  the  19th  April  last,  have  been  con- 
sidered as  lawful,  shall  be  suspended  in  the  fol- 
lowing cases,  viz : 

1.  All  vessels ^hid)  have  entered  a  British  port 
since  the  10th  of  June  last,  or  which  may  here- 
after enter  such  port,  having  sailed  for  the  same 
before  information  oi  the  enclosed  proclamation 
had  been  receded  at  the  port  of  departure,  so  far 
as  relates  to' any  forfeiture  or  penalty  which  may 
accrue,  or  have  accrued,  by  reason  of  their  having 
thus  entered  a  British  port* 

2*  All  vessels  which  may  have  arrived,  either 
from  British  ports  or  with  merchandise,  in  the 
United  States,  subsequcfnt  to  the  10th  of  June  last, 
and,  also,  all  vesselr  which  may  hereafter  thns 
arrive,  having  sailed  for  the  United  before  infor- 
mation of  the  enclosed  proclamation  shall  have 
been  received  at  the  port  of  departure,  so  far  as 
relates  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  aqcruing  from 
having  arrived  or  arriving  in  the  United  States 
from  British  porU  of  with  British  merehandise. 

3t  All  vessels  now  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  sailing  under  the  American 
^Mgi  which,  neing  in  a  foreign  port  at  the  lime 
"When  tie  enclosed  preelamation  will  be  made 
known  at  aneh  port,  shall  with  all  due  diligence 
depart  therefrom,  and  retnni' without  delay  to  the 
United  Stalee,  so  far  as  relates  to  auf  forfeiture 
or  penalty  accruing  from  their  arriving  in  the 
United  States  froaa  Briciah  potts  or  with  British 
■Mfeuodiae* 

In  the  above-mentioned  eases  of  veneb  arriving 
hi  the  Unitod  8tnla%  Mid  wfatch  •••  Vk  the 


ent  exempted  from  seizure,  the  vessels  and  cargoes 
mav  be  admitted  to  entry. 

The  time  when  the  enclosed  proclamation^! 
have  been  known  at  the  pojrts  of  departure,  re- 
spectively, must  be  ascertained  by  the  best  metu 
in  your  power ;  and  you  ihay  refer  doabtfal  cases 
to  this  department. 

Application  may  of  course  still  be  made  in  ill 
cases  for  an  absolute  remission  of  the  foriettnrei 
and  penaltiesin  the  manner  provided  \fy  law;  the 
instruction  herein  given,  to  ahstain  from  proeect- 
tions  and  seizures  in  the  above-mentbned  eaies 
being  only  intended  to^prevent  the  expenses  sod 
inconvenience  to  which  the  parties  ooneerned 
would  otherwise  be  exposed. 

I  atn,  respectfully,  sir,  your  obedient  servint 
ALBERT  aALLATIN. 

The  OoLLBcTon  of 


By  ike  PrukUni  ofiht  Umied  iSMcref  itaMftss. 
A  pboclamation. 

Whereas,  in  consequence  of  a  communicatioB 
from  His  Britannic  Ai^ajesty's  Envoy  Extraor- 
dinary and  Minister  Plenipotentiary,  declariig 
that  the  British  Orders  of  Council  of  Janoarj 
and  November,  1807,  would  have  been  with- 
drawn on  the  10th  day  of  June  last ;  and  by  tIi- 
tue  of  authority  ffiven,  in  such  event,  bytheele 
venth  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  cndiled 
"An  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intereonrse 
between  the  United  States  and  Qreat  Briuia 
and  France,  and  their  dependenciesj  and  for  other 
purposes '^  I,  James  MAorabN,  President  of  tbe 
iTnlted  States,  did  issue  my  proclamation  bear- 
ing date  on  the  19th  of  April  last,  declaring  thai 
the  Orders  in  Council  aforesaid  would  hare  been 
so  withdrawn  on  (he^said  UHh  «kjr  of  Jake,  after 
which  the  trade  sus|pended  by  certain  acts  of 
Congress  .dtight  he  renewed;  and  whereas  it  is 
now  officially  made  known  to  me  that  tbe  said 
Orders  iii  Council  have  not  been  withdrawn 
agreeablv  to  the  communication  and  declaratioa 
aforesaia:  I  do  hereby  proclaim  th^sam^aoi 
consequently,  that  the  trade  renewable  on  tbe 
event  of  the  said  orders  being  withdrawn,  is  to 
be  considered  as  under  the  operation  of  tbe  set- 
eral  acts  by  which  such  trade  was  suspended. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  the  seal  of  the  Cii- 
ted  States,  at  the  City  of  Washington,  the  niotb 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thot- 
sand  eight  hundred  abd  nine«  and  of  the  ipde 

Senence  of  the  said  United  States  the  thirtf- 
)urth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

By  the  President: 

R.  Smitb,  Secr^arf  ef  Stale. 

No.  2. 
The  Secretary  of  Sute,  to  Mr.  Erskins. 

DnPAHVUBMT  OF  &TATM,'Aug.  9,  1809. 

Sta:  I  haveinst  received  from  Mr.  PinJcaey  a 
leuer,  enelo^g  a  printed  paper,  purporuag  lo  he 
a  copy  of  a  de^tch  to  you  from  Mr.  CwMHag, 
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nrhieh  states,  amoBg  other  thiD^,  that,  from  th« 
report  of  yoar  eonrersations  with  Mr.  MadtsoD, 
Mr.  Gailatio,  and  Mr.  Smith,  it  appears : 

<*  IsL  That  the  Amerfcaa  OoTernment  is  pre- 
pared, in  the  event  of  His  Majesty's  conseattng 
to  withdraw  the  Orders  hi'  Conncil  of  January 
and  Noreniber,  1607^  to /Withdraw,  ooatempora- 
neonsly,  oa  his  part,  the  interdiction  of  its  har- 
bors to  ships  of  war,  and  all  non-intercoorse  and 
non-importatioD  aets,  so  lar  as  respects  Qreai 
Britain,  learing^  them  in  foree  with  respect  to 
France^  and  the  Powers  which  adopt  or  act  un- 
der ker  decrees. 

*^8d.  That  America  is  willing  to- renonaee 
^riag  the  present  war,  the  pretension  of  carry- 
ing en,  in  tioae  of  war^all  trade  with  the  enemy's 
coToDies,  if om  which  she  was  ezeliid^  doring 
peace. 

^8d.  Qreat  Britain,  for  the  parpoee  of  eeouring 
the  operation  of  the  embargo,  and  the  b&najide 
inteation  of  America  to  pravonc  her  citizens 
from  trading  withFi^ncfej«iid  the  PowersAdopt- 
ing  and  acting  under  the  French  decrees,  is  to  be 
eoosidcredas  being  at  liberty  to  capture  all  such 
Ametiean  reesels  as  may  be  found  attempting  to 
trade  with  the  ports  of  any  of  these  Powers ; 
without  which  security  for  the  observanne  of  the 
embargo,  the  raisins  it  nominally  with  respect 
to  Qreat  Britain  alone  would,  in  fact,  raise  it 
with  respect  to  all  the  world.^ 

I  bare  the  honor  to  reqoest  you  to  faror  me  with 
sQch  explanations  ae  your  candor  witl  at  once 
suggest,  in  relation  to  these  imputed  eoayersa- 

tiOAS. 

i  forbear  to  express  to  you,  sir,  the  surprise 
that  h  felt  «t  the  extraonlinary  pretensions  set 
forth  in  this  letter  of  instruction,  and  especiallv 
at  the  eipectatimr  that  this  Government  would, 
as  a  preliminary,  recognise  conditions,  two  of 
whieh  are  bo  manifestly  irreconcilable  to  the 
digaity  and  interest  5f  the  United  States.  I, 
hdweter,  wo-utd  remark,  that,  had  you  deemed 
it  proper  to  have  communicated  in  extenso  this 
letter,  h  woutd  have  been  impossible  for  the 
President  to  have  perceived  iu  its  condtttens,  or 
in  its  spirit,  that  conciliatory  disposition  whieh 
had  been  professed,  and  which  it  was  hoped  had 
redly  existed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Ac. 

R.BMITH. 

Hon.  D.  M.  BRSCtufi,  d^c 


No.  3. 

Mr.  Erskins  to  Mr.  Smith. 

WA«BUtOToai,  Avtgm&t  14^  1800. 
SfR :  I  have  the  honor  t«»  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  inloirming 
ne  that  you  had  just  received  a  Jletter  from 
Mr.  Piiikney,  enclasing  a  printed  paper,' pur- 
porting to  he  a  copy  of  a  despatch  to  me  from 
Mr.  CatHting,  which  stales,  among  other  things, 
^from  the  report  of-  your  converaatlons  with  Mr* 
MadisM,  Mr.  Qalktin,  and  Mr.  Smith,  it  ap- 
psart: 


^  1st.  That  the  American  Government  is  pre- 
pared, in  the  event  of  His  Majesty's  consenting 
to  withthraw  the  Ordera  in  Council  of  January 
and  November,  1807,  to  withdraw,  contempora- 
neously, on  its  part,  the  iuterdiction  of  its  har- 
bors to  ships'of  war,  and  ail  non-intercourse  and 
Qon-importation  acts,  so  far  aa  respects  Qreat 
Britain,  leaving  them  in  force  with  respect  to 
France,  and  the  Powers  which  adopt  or  act  un- 
dcK  her  decrees. 

'^2d.  That  Anaerica  is  willing  to  reooanee, 
during  the  preaent  war,  the  pretension  of  carry- 
ing on,  in  time  of  war,  all  trade  witb^  the  ene- 
my's colonies,  from  which  she  was  excluded  du- 
ring peace. 

^  3d.  Qreat  Britain,  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
the  operation  of  the  embargo,  add  the  bonajuu 
intension  of  America  to  prevent  her  citizens 
from  trading  with  Ftance,  and  the  Powers  adopt- 
ing and  acting  under  the  French  decreed,  is  to 
be  eonsideredf  as  being  at  liberty  to  capture  all 
such  American  vessels  as  may  be  found  attempt- 
ing to  trade  with  the  ports  of  any  of  these  Pow-. 
ers;  without  whieh  security  for  the  observance 
of  the  embargo,  the  -aatsinff  it  nominally  with 
respect  to  Qreat  Britain  alone  would,  in  fact, 
raise  it  with  respect  to  all  the  world." 

Th^  explanations  whieh  you  request  from  me 
upon  that  subject  shall  be,  given  with  candor; 
and  I  will  proceed,  accordingljr,  to  ky  before 
you  an  abstract  6i  the  co«nmunications  which  I 
made  to  His  Majesty's  Government  relative  to 
|he  unoficial  conversations  which  I  had  held 
with  Mr.  Madison,  (then  Secretary  of  State,) 
Mr.  Gallatin,  and  yourself,  at  the  time  and  upon 
the  Ofteasion  alluded  to  by  His  fidajesty^  Secre- 
tary of  State,  (Mr.  Canning,)  in  tMt  part  of  his 
instmctions  to  me,  of  which  you  inform  me  you 
hare  received  a  printed  copy  from  Mr.  Pinkney. 
.  Upon  referring  ta.  my  despatches,  addressed  4o 
His  Majesty's  Gbtvernment,  of  the  3d  and  4th  of 
December  last,  in  which  these  communicatjons 
an-e  detailed,  I  conclude  that  the  conversations 
aUi;ided  to  must  have  bean  held  some  dnrs  previ- 
ous ao  that  period,  aad  were  'to  the  following 
effwt: 

Mr.  Madison  (then  Secretary  of  State)  is  rep- 
resented by  me  to  have  urged  variousargnments, 
tending,  to  profe  that  the  United  States  had  ex- 
erted all  their  eferu  to  persuade  the  French  GknF- 
ernment  to  withdraw  their  unjust  restrictions 
upon  neutral  oommeipe,  and  that  recourse  might 
have  been-  had  to  measures  of  more  activity  and 
deofsion  against  France  than  mere  remonstrances, 
but  that,  in  the  meantime,  Great  Britaia  had  is- 
sued her  Orders  in  Council  before  it  was  known 
whether  the  United  States  would  acquiesoe  in 
the  aggressions  of  Frnne^  and  therebr  rendered 
it  impossible  to  distinguish  between  the  conduct 
of  the  two  belligerents,  who  had  equally  com- 
mitted aggressions  against  the  United  States. 

After  some  other  observations,  Mr.  Madison  is 
stated  by  me,  at  that  tiase,' to  haire  added,  that,  as 
the  worid  must  be  convinced  that  America  had 
in  vain  taken  all  the  means  in  her  power  to  db- 
tmn  from  Grant  Brkntn  and  France  a  justntcen- 
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tion  to  her  rigbt«  as  a  neutral  Power,  by  repre- 
seDtatioQs  aad  remonstrances,  she  would  be  fully 
justified  in  havinj^  recourse  to  hostilities  with 
either  belligerent,  and  that  she  only  hesitated  to 
do  so  from  the  difficulty  of  contending  with 
both ;  but  that  she  mt|st  be  driven  even  to  en- 
deavor to  .maintain  her  rights  against  the  two 
greatest  Powers  in  the  world,  unless  either  of 
them  should  relax  their  restrictions  upon  neutral 
commerce;  in  which  case,  the  United- States 
would  at  once  side  with  that  Power  a^inst  the 
Qther  which  might  continue  its  aggcessions. 

That  every  opinion  which  he  entertained  re- 
specting the  best  interests  of  his  country  led  him 
to  wbh  that  a  good  understanding  should  take 
place  between  Qreat  Britain  and  the  United 
States,  and  that  he  thought  that  the.  obviour  ad- 
vantages which  would  thereby  result  to  both 
countries  were  a  sufficient  pledge  of  the  sincerity 
of  his  sentiments* 

These  observations,  sir,  I  bc^  leave  to  remark, 
were  made  to  me' by  Mr.  Madison  about  a  month 
after  the  intelfiffence  had  been  received  in  this 
country  of  the  Tejection  by  His  Majesty^  Qov- 
ernment  of  the  proposition  made^  through  Mr. 
Pinkney  by  the  President  for  the  removal  of  the 
embargo,  as  respacta  Qreat  Britain,  upon  condi- 
tion that  the  Orders  in  Council  should  be  with- 
drawn, as  respected  the  United  States ;  and  his 
sentiment^  were,  as  I  conceived,  expressed  to 
me,  in  order  that  I  might  cohvey  them  to  His 
Majesty's  Government,' so  as  to  lead  to  a  recon- 
sideration of  tb^  ptropositibn  above  ineationed, 
with  a  view  to  the  adjustment  of  the  differences  ^ 
upon  that  subject  between  the  respective  coun- 
tries^  Btlt  I  never  considered  that  Mr.  Madiison 
meant  that  the  Government  6f  the  United  States 
would  pledge  themselves  beyond  the  proposition 
respecting  the  embargo,  as  al;K)ve  stated,  because 
that  was  the  extent  of  the  power  of  the  Presi- 
dent by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

I  understood,  very  distinctly,  that  the  observa- 
tions of  the  Secretary  of  State  were  intended  ta 
convey  an  opinion  as  to^hat  ought  and  would 
be  the  course  pursued  by  the  United  States  in 
the  event  of  His  Majesty's  Orders  in  Oouocil 
being  withdrawn^ 

In  these  sedtiments  and  opiniooA  you  con- 
curred, as  I  collected  from  t^e  tenor  of  several 
eonversations  which  I  held  with  you  at  that 
period. 

With  respect  to  the  second  point,  as  stated  in 

Jour  letter  to  be  contained  in  a  ^  despatch  from 
Ir.  Canning,"  I  beg  leave  to  ofier  the  following 
explanation:    r 

in  the  course  of  n  private  interview  I  had 
with  Mr.  Oallatin,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, he  intimated  that  the  non-intercourse  law 
which  was  then  likelv  to  be  passed  by  the  Con- 
|;res8,  might  be  considered  as  removini^  two  very 
important  grounds  of  difference  with  Grei^t  Brit- 
ain, viz :  the  non-importation  act,  as  applicable 
to  her  aloae.  and  abo  the  President's  procUma- 
tion,  whereby  the  ships  of  Qreat  Britain  were 
excluded  from  the  ports  of  the  Unitecl  States, 
while  those  of  France  were  permiued  to  enier^ 


but  that,  by  the  non-intercourse  law,  both Powen 
were  placed  on  the  same  footing.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  say  that  this  measure  had  beeo  taka 
from  any  motives  of  concession  to  Qreat  Brit- 
ain; but  as,  in  fact,  those  consequences  followed, 
he  conceived  they  might  be  considered  as.reoioT- 
log  the  two  ^reat  obstacles  to  a  conciliation. 

He  adverted  also  to  the  probability  of  aasd- 
justment  of  another  important  point  in  dispute 
between  the  two  countries,  as  ke  said  be  knew 
that  it  was  intended  by  the  United  States  to 
abandon  the  atteiOpt  to  carry  on  a  trade  with  the 
colonies  of  the  belligerents  in  time  of  war,  whiek 
was  not  allowed  in  time  of  peace,  and  to  trust  to 
their  being  permitted  by  the  French  to  carry  oi 
^uch  trade  in  peace,  so  as'  to  entitle  them  ipi 
continuance  of  it  in  time  of  war. 

As  it  may  be  very  material  to  ascertain  what 
**  tr^e  with  the  colonies  of  beilifferents"  wis,  in 
my  conception,  meant  by  Mr.  Qallatin  as  intend- 
ed to  be  abandoned  by  the  United  States,  I  feel 
no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  I  sirpposcd  he  al- 
luded to  the*  trade  from  the  colonies  of  belliie- 
rents  direct  to  their  mother  country,  or  to  toe 
ports  of  other  belligerents,  because  the  right  to 
such  trade  had  been  the  point  in  dispute;  wben- 
as,  the  right  to  carry  on  a  trade  from  thecobttiei 
of  belligerents  to  the  United  States  had  oerer 
been  called  in  question,  and  had  been  recojpiiMd 
by  His  Majesty's  Supreme  Court  of  Admiraltj; 
and  tb^  terms  even  upon  which  such  colonial 
product  might  be  reexported  froin  the  Uaiied 
States,  had  been  formpilly  arranged  in  a  treaty 
signed  in  London  by  the  Ministers  Pleoipota- 
tiary  of  both  countries,  which  was  not,  indeed, 
ratified  by  the  President  of  the  United  Sta^ 
but  was  not  objected  to  as  to  that  article  of  it 
which  settled  the  terms  upon  which  sack  trade 
wks  to  be  permitted. 

Such  was  th^  substance,  sir,  of  the  ODoffielal 
conversations  which  I  had  held  with  Mr.  Madi- 
son, Mr.  Qallatin),  and  ydurself,  which  I  did  not 
consider,  or  represent  to  His  Majesty's  Goverfl- 
ment^  as  intended  with  any  oth^  view  than  to 
endeavor  to  bring  about  the  repeal  of  the  Ordeis 
in  Council,  by  showing  that  many  of  the  obsta- 
cles which  had  stood  in  the  way  of  an  amicable 
adjustment. of  the  differences  between  the  tii« 
countries  were  already  removed,  and  that  a  fair 
prospect  existed  of  settling  what  remained ;  since 
the  United  States  exhibited  a  determlaatiofl  to 
resist  the  unjust  aggressions  upon  her  neutral 
rights,  which  was  all  that  Qreat  Britain  had 
ever  required;  but  I  certainly  never  received anf 
assurances  from  the  American  Gbvernmeot  that 
they  would  pledge  themselves  to  ^dopt  the  con- 
ditions speoiaod  In  Mr.  Gaaning's  instructions  as 
preliminaries ;  nor  did  I  ever  hold  out  such  an 
expectation  to  His  Majesty's  Qovernment,  haf'; 
ing  always  stated  to  them  that,  in.  the  event  of 
His  Majesty  thinking  it  just  or.exoedient  to 
cause  his  Oilers  in  Council  to  be  withdrawn,  the 
President  would  take  off  the  embargo  as  respected 
England,  leaving  it  in  operation  against  France, 
ai»d  the  Powers  ,which  adopted  or  acted  under 
her  decrees,  according  to  the  authority  which 
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was  vested  in  him  at  tbat  time  bv  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States;  and  tbat  there  was  everf 
reason  to  etpect  that  a  satisfactory  arraDgeoieDt 
might  be  made  upon  the  points  of  the  colonifil 
trade,  which  had  been  so  long  in  dispute  between 
the  two  coootries. 

As  to  the  third  condition  referred  to  by  yoq,  spe- 
cified in  Mr.  Canning's  instructions,  I  have  only 
to  remark,  that  I  never  held  any  conversatii^n 
with  the  members  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  relative  ta  it  until  my  late  negoti- 
ation, or  had  ever  mentioned  the  subject  to  His 
Majesty's  Qovernraent ;  it  havin|f,  for  the  first 
time,  been  presented  to  my  consideration  in  Mr. 
Canning's  desfmtch  to  me  of  the  23d  of  Januat7, 
in  which  that  idea  is. suggested,  and  is  slated  to 
have  been  assented  to  by  Mr.  Pinkney. 

It  would  be  unavailing  at  the  present  moment 
to  enter  upon  an  examination  of  the"  pretensions 
set  forth  in  Mr.  Canning'^  letter  of  instructions," 
which  you  are  pleased  to  term  *'  extraordinary." 
I  consider  it,  liowever,  to  be.  my  duty  to  declare 
that,  during  mj  negotiation  with  yo^u,  which  led 
to  the  conclusion  of  the  provisional  agreement, 
I  found  bo  reason'to  believe  that  any  difficulties 
would  occur  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  two 
former  conditions,  as  far  as  it  was  in'Ihe  power 
of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  accede 
to  the  first,  and  consistently  with  the  explana- 
tion which  I  have  before  given  of  the  second 
point;  on  the  contrary,  I  received  assurances, 
through  you,  that  the  President  would  comply 
(as  far  as  it  was  in  his  power)  with  the  first  con- 
ditioo,  and  that  there  could  be  no  doubt  that  the 
Congress  would  think  it  incumbent  upon  them 
to  assert  the  rights  of  the  United  States  against 
sach  Powers  as  should  adopt  or  act  under  the 
decrees  of  France,  as  soon  as  their  actual  con- 
duct or  determination  iipon  that  subject  could  be 
asc^ained  ;  but  that,  in  the  meantime,  that  the 
Presideptiiad  not  the  power,  and  could  not  un- 
dertake te  pledge  hinciself  in  the  formal  manner 
required  to  that  effect. 

1  received,  also,  assurances  from  you  that  no 
doubt  could  be  reasonably  entenained  that  a  sat- 
isfactory arrangement  might  be  made  in  a  treaty 
Qpon  the  subject  of  the  second  condition  men- 
tiooed  in  Mr.  Canning's  instrdctions,  according 
to  my  explanation  of  it  in  the  foregoing  part  of 
this  letter;  but  that  it  necessarily  would  form  an 
article  of  a  treaty,  in  which  the  various  preten- 
sioos  of  the  two  countries  should  be  settled. 

The  third  condition  you  c^tainly  very  dis- 
tinctlv  informed  ,me  comd  not  be  recognised  by 
the  President,  but  you  added,  what  bad  great 
weight  in  my  min^  that  you  did  not  see  why 
aoy  i^reat  importance  should  be  attached  to  such 
a  recognition ;  because  it  would  be  impossible 
that  a  citizen  of  the  United  States  could  prefer 
a  complaint  to  his  Gbvernment,  on  account  of 
the  capture  of  his  vessel,  while  engaged  in  a 
trade  absolutely  interdicted  by  the  lawr  of  his 
eoaatry* 

Uoder  these  circum8tance5,  therj^ore,  finding 
that  I  could  not  obtain  the  recognitions  specific 
ia  Mr.  Canning's  despatch  of  the  23d  of  January, 
1 1th  CoN.  2d  Ssss.— 66  ^ 


(which  formed  but  ont  part  of  his  instructions 
to  me,)  in  the  formal  manner  required,  I  consid- 
ered that  it  wotild  b^  in  vain  to  lay  before  the 
Goveriiment  of  the  United  States  the  despatch 
in  question,  which  I  was  at  liberty  to  have,  done 
in  eartensOy  had  I  thought  proper.  But  as  I  had 
such  strong  grounds  for  believing  that  the  object 
of  Hi.<r  Majesty'^  Government  could  be  attained, 
though  in  a  different  manner;  and  the  spirit,  at 
least,  of  my  several  letters  of  instructions  be 
fully  complied  with,  I  felt  a  thorough  conviction 
upon  iny  ibind  that  I  shodld  be  acting  in  con- 
formity with  His  Majesty's  wishes ;  and,  accord- 
ingly concluded  the  late  provisional  agreement, 
on  liis  Majesty's  behalf,  with  the  Crovernment  of 
the  United  States. 

The  disavowal,  by  His  Majesty,  is  a  painful 
proof  to  me  that  I  had  formed  an  erroneous  judg- 
ment of  His  Majesty's  views,  and  the  intention 
of  my  instructions ;  and  I  have  most  severely  to 
lament  that  an  act  of  mine  (though  Unintention- 
ally) should  produce  any  embarrassment  in  the 
relations  between  the  two  countries. 

It  is  a  great  consolation  to  me,  however,  to 
perceive  that  measures  have  been  adopted  by 
both  Governments  to  prevent  any  losses,  and  to 
obviate  iny  inconveniences  which  might  have 
arisen  to  the  citizens  or  subjects  of  either  coun- 
try from  a  reliance  on  the  fulfilment  of  that  pro- 
visional agreement;  and  I  cannot  but  cherish  a 
hope  that  a  complete  and  cordial  understanding 
between  the  two  countries  may  be  effected. 

I  beg  leave  to  add,  that  it  would  have  given 
me  great  happiness  to  have  contributed  to  so  de- 
sirable an  object,  and  to  off^^r  you  the  assurances 
of  the  great  respect  and  high  consideration  with 
which  I  remain,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  M.  ERSKINB. 

Hon.  RoBEBT  Smith. 

No.  4. 
The  Secretaxy  of  State  to  Mr.  Brak^e. 

WASHTiraTON,  Aug.  13,  1809. 

Sir  :  I  do  not  believe  that,  in  the  Conversations 
we  have  had  respecting  the  practicability  of  an 
adjustment  of  the  differences  between  the  united 
Stiltes  and  Qreat  Britain,  we  ever  have  misun- 
derstood one  another.  Yet  as,  from  Mr.  Can- 
ning's instructions,  lately  published  by  your  Gov- 
ernment, it  would  seem  that  some  opinions  are 
ascribed  to  several  members  of  this  Administra- 
tion which  they  did  not  enterfain,  it  appears 
necessary  to  ascertain  whether  on  any  point  a 
misapprehension  can  have  taken  place. 

I  will  forbear  making  any  observations  on  what, 
in  the  instructions,  is  called  the  third  condition, 
since  it  is  not  asserted  that  that  inadmissible 
proposition  was  suggested  at  Washington. 

The  points  embraced  in  Mr.  Canning's  first 
proposition  formed  the  principal  topic  of  our 
conversations  relative  to  a  revocation  of  the  Or- 
ders in  Council  Yet,  in  the  manner  in  which 
that  proposition  is  expressed^  it  goes  further  than 
had  been  suggested  by  the  members  of  this  Ad- 
ministratioh.    It  is  sufficiently  evident,  from  the 
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proceedings  of  Congress,  both  previous  and  sub- 
sequent to  the  unratified  agreement  of  April  last, 
that  the  United  States  intended  to  continue  the 
restrictions  on  the  commercial  intercourse  with 
France,  while  such  of  her  decrees  as  violated  our 
neutral  rights  continued  iufprce,  and  to  remove 
those  restrictions,  in  relation  to  Great  Britain,  in 
the  event  of  a  revocation  pf  the  Orders  in  Coun- 
cil. But  that  state  of  things,  so  far,  as  it  related 
to  France,  was  to  result  from  our  own  laws, 
known  or  anticipated  by  your  Qovernment  when 
they  authorized  an  arrangement;  and  it  was  not 
proposed  by  us  that  the  continuance  of  the  non- 
intercourse  with  France  should  be  made  a  condi- 
tion of  that  arrangement.  While  on  that  subject, 
I  will  add  an  observation,  though,  perhaps,  not 
immediately  connected  with  the  object  of  this 
letter.  I  think  that  the  object  of  that  proposition, 
80  far  as  it  agreed  with  your  previous  understand' 
ing  of  the  intentions  of  this  Government,  has 
been  substantially  carried  into  effect  on  our  part. 
It  is  true  that  your  Government  might  at  the  date 
of  the  instructions  have  expected,  from  ihe  in- 
cipient proceedings  of  Congress,  that  Holland 
would  be  embraced  by  the  restrictive  laws  of  the 
United  States.  Not  only,  however,  was  the  omis- 
sion nominal,  since  American  vesseb  were  at  the 
time^  by  the  decrees  of  that  country,  refused  ad- 
mission into  its  ports ;  but,  under  the  same  con- 
struction ef  otir  laws,  by  which  the  commercial 
intercourse  with  Holland  was  permitted,  that 
with  Portugal  was  also  considered  as  legal,  in  the 
event  of  that  country  being  occupied  by  British 
troops,  in  the  name  of  the  Prince  Regent. 

It  is,  therefore,  principally  as  respects  the  sec- 
ond condition,  which  relates  to  the  colonial  trade, 
that  erroneous  inferences  might  be  drawn  from 
the  expressions  used  in  Mr.  Canning's  instruc- 
tions. Although  the  subiect  must  have  been 
mentioned  here  incidentally^  and  only  in  a  tran- 
sient manner,  as  it  is  one  to  which  I  had  paid 
particular  attention,  and  on  which  my  opinion 
had  never  ^varied,  I  think  that  I  can  sute  with 
precision  in  what  view  I  have  always  considered 
It,  and  must  have  alluded  to  it. 

1st.  I  never  could  have  given  countenance  to 
an  opinion  that  the  United  States  would  agree, 
or  that  it  would  be  proper,  to  make  any  arrange- 
ment whatever  with  respect  to  the  colonial  trade, 
a  condition  of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Council.  The  two  subjects  were  altogether  un- 
connected, and  1  am  conBdent  that  such  a  propo- 
sition was  never  suggested  either  by  you  or  by 
any  member  of  this  Administration.  Such  an 
arrangement  could  be  effected  only  by  treaty ; 
and  it  is  with  a  considerable  degree  of  surprise 
that  I  see  your  Government  now  Asking,  not  only 
resistance  to  the  French  decrees,  but  the  aban- 
donment of  a  branch  of  our  commerce,  as  the 
price  of  the  revocation  of  the  Orders  in  Council. 
This  seems  to  give  a  new  character  to  a  measure 
which  had  heretofore  been  represented  as  an  act 
of  retaliation  reluctantly  adopted,  and  had  been 
defended  solely  on  the  ground  of  a  supposed  ac- 
quiescence on  the  part  of  the  United  Slates  in 
the  injurious  decrees  of  another  nation. 


2d.  In  the  event  of  a  treaty  embracing  all  the 
points  in  dispute,  and  particularly  that  of  im- 
pressments, without  which,  I  trusty  no  treaty  will 
ever  take  place,  it  was  my  opinion,  and  I  majr 
certainly  have  expressed  it,  that  if  the  other  sui- 
jects  of  difference  were  arranged,  that  respecting 
the  colonial  trade  would  be  easily  adjusted,  i 
had  considered  the  principles  recognised  in  a  for- 
mer correspondence  between  Lord  Hawkesborr 
and  Mr.  &ing,  on  the  subject  of  the  coloDial 
trade,  and,  subseouently,  again  adopted  in  the 
treaty  negotiated  by  Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pink* 
ney,  as  a  general  basis  agreed  on  -under  different 
Administrations  bv  both  Governments,  from 
which  neither  could  now  recede,  and  susceptible 
only  of  modifications  as  to  details.  Theinstnic- 
tions  to  our  Ministers  in  London  on  that  subject 
had  also  been  published,  and  were  known  to /our 
Government.  I  therefore  believed,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States,  in  the  event  of  a  treaty^  would  still  be 
disposed  to  waive  for  the  present,  in  the  maoner 
and  on  the  terms  contemplated  by  those  instruc- 
tions, their  right  to  tb^t  branch,  and  to  that 
branch  only,  of  the  colonial  trade,  known  by  the 
nan^e  of  direct  trade,  that  is  to  say,  the  trade ct^ 
ried  directly  from  belligerent  colonies  to  the  bel- 
ligerents in  Europe,  when  that  trade  was  not 
permanently,  in  peace  as  in  war,  permitted  by  the 
laws  of  the  country  to  which  tnese  colonies  be 
longed.  The  ri^ht  to  a  trade  between  such  colo- 
nies and  the  United  States  generally,  and  to  thit 
in  colonial  articles  between  the  united  Stites 
and  other  countries,  never  can,  nor  will,  in  my 
opinion,  be  abandoned,  or  its  exercise  be  suspend- 
ed, by  tnis  Government.  On  the  contrary,  it  is 
solely  in  order  tosecure^  by  an  express  ireatj  stip- 
ulation, that  trade  against  the  danger  of  inter- 
ruption, and  thus^  by  a  mutual  spirit  of  accom- 
modation, to  avoid  collisions^  that  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  direct  branch  can  ever  be  assented 
to. 

Permit  me.  therefore,  to  request,  that  you  will 
inform  me  whether  you  understood  me  on  those 
two  points,  as  I  certainly  meant  to  be  understood; 
namely,  that  the  relinauishment,  during  the  pres- 
ent war,  of  what  is  called  the  direct  trade,  wis 
alone  contemplated;  and  that  no  arrangement  oo 
that  subject  was  suggested  as  ^  condition  of  the 
revocation  of  th^  Orders,  in  Council. 

I  have  tbe  honor  .to  be,  with  the  highest  re- 
spect and  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  ser- 
van^  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  D.  M.  EaaKiNB,  Mint$ter^  ^c. 

No.  6. 
Mr.  Erskine  to  Mr.  Gallatin. 

Washington,  Aug.  15, 1809. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  ther^ 
ceipt  of  your  letter  of  the  13fh  instant,  in  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  say,  that  although  yon 
**do  not  believe  that  in  the  conversations  we 
have  had  respectiiig  the  practicability  of  an  ad- 
justment of  the  dinerences  between  thf  Uoitea 
States  and  Great  Britain,  we  ever  have  misun- 
derstood one  another ;  )ret  as,  from  Mr.  CaaniDg^^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3085 


APPENDIX. 


2088 


BekUianM  with  Chreat  Britam. 


inttraetioiis,  lately  published  by  my  QoYsrnmeDt, 
it  would  seem  that  some  opiaioos  are  ascribed  to 
several  members  of  this  Administratioii  which 
they  did  not  eotertaio,  it  appears  necessary  to  as- 
certain whether,  on  any  point,  a  misapprehension 
can  have  taken  place."  < 

In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  I  have  great  satis- 
faction in  assuring  you  that  there  appears  to  have 
been  no  misunderstanding  re^pectinj^  the  sub- 
stance or  meaning  of  the  conrersations  which 
passed  between  us,  as  .stated  in  Mr.  Canning's  in- 
structions alluded  to. 

After  the  most  careful  perusM  of  ^our  state- 
ment of  the  purport  of  our  conversations,  1  can- 
not discover  auy  material  differejaee  from  the 
representation  which  I  have  made  upon  that  sub- 
ject to  the  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr«  Rob't  Smith,) 
in  mv  letter  to  him  of  the  16th  instant,  to  which 
I  will,  therefore,  beg  to  refer  you,  as  I  have  therein 
detailed  the  -substance  of  the  conversation  ac*. 
cording  to  my  recollection  of  it;  which  is,  in 
every  respect,  essentially  the  same  as  that^which 
yxHi  seem  to  have  entertained.^  '^ 

During  the  conversatiun'which  we  held,  re- 
specting the  practicabiUty  of  an  amicable  adjust- 
ment of  the  differences  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, when  the  relinquishment  by  the  United 
States,  during  the  present  war,  of  what  is  called 
the  colonial  trade,  was  suggested  by  you,  I  con- 
ceived that  you  meant  (as  vou  have  stated)  "the 
trade  carried  directly  from  oelligerent  colonies  to 
the  belligerents  in  Europe,  when  that  trade  was 
not  permanently,  in  peace  as  in  war,  permuted 
by  the  laws  of  the  country  to  which  those  colo- 
nies belonged.'* 

I  never  supposed  that  you.  intended,  tp  convey 
an  opinion  that  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  would  make  any  arrangeoaent  respecting 
the  colonial  trade,  as  a  condition  of  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  Orders  in  Council,  the  two  subjects 
being  altogether  unconnected,  nor  have  I  ever 
represented  to  His  Majesty's  Gk>vernment  that 
aoeh  pr^iminary  pledges  would  be  given. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect.  I  have 
the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  numble 
servant;  D.  M.  t^RSKIN  fi. 

Hon.  A.  GikLLATiN,  dbe. 


No.  6. 


The  Siscretaiy  of  State  to  Mr.  Jackson. 

Department  of  State, 
October  9, 1809. 
Sir  :  An  arrangement  as  to  the  revocation  of 
the  British  Orders  in  Council,  as  well  as  to  the 
satisfactijoo  required  in  the  case  of  the  attack  on 
the  Chesapeake  frigate,  has  been  made  in  due 
form  by  the  Grovernment  of  the  United  States, 
with  David  Moota^^e  Erskine,  Eso^  an  accred- 
ited Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic 
Majesty.  And  aAer  it  had  been  faithfully  carried 
into  execution  on  the  part  of  this  Government, 
and  under  circumstances  rendering  its  effects  on 
die  relative  situation  pf  the  United  States  irrev- 
ocable, and,  in  some  respects,  irreparable,  His 


Britannic  Majesty  has  deemed  it  proper  to  dioft- 
vow  it,  to  recall  his  Minister,  and  to  send  another 
to  take  his  place. 

In  §uch  a  state  of  things^  no  expectation  could 
be  more  reasonable,  no  course  of  proceeding  more 
obviously  prescribed  by  the  ordinary  respect  due 
to  the  disappointed  party,  than  a  prompt  and  ez« 
plicit  explanation  by  the  new  functionary  of  the 
grounds  of  the  refusal,  on  the  part  of  his  Gov- 
ernment, to  abide  by  an  arrangement  so  solemnly 
made,  accompanied  by  a  substitution  of  other 
propositions. . 

Under  the  influence  of  this  reasonable  expect- 
ation, the  Preaident  has  learned,  with  no  less  sur- 
prise than  regret,  that  in  your  several  conferencea 
with  me  you  have  stated : 

1st.  That  you  have  no  instructions  from  your 
Gbvemment  which  authorize  you  to  make  any 
expUnations  whatever  to  this  Government  as  to 
the  reasons  which  had  induced  His  Britannic 
Majesty  to  disavow  the  arranffemedt  lately  made 
by  your  predecessor;  and  that,  therefore,  yoa 
could  not  make  any  such  explanations. 

2d.  That,  in  the  case  oT  the  Chesapeake,  your 
instructions  only  authorize  you  (without  assign- 
ing any  reason  whatever  why  the  reasonable 
terms  of  satisfaction  tendered  and  accepted  have 
not  been  carried  into  effect)  to  communicate  to 
this  Government,  a  note  tendering  satisfaction, 
with  an  understanding  that  such  note  should  not 
be  signed  and  delivered  by  you,  until  you  should 
have  previously  seen  and  approved  the  proposed 
answer  of  this  Gbvernment,  and  that  the  signing 
and  the  delivery  of  your  note,  and  of  the  answer 
of  this  Government,  should  be  simultaneous. 

3d.  That  you  have  no  instructions  which  au- 
thorize you  to  meke  to  this  Gk>vernment,any 
propositions  whatever  in  relation  to  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  British  Orders  in  Council,  but  only  to 
receive  such  as  this  Government  may  deem  it 
proper  to  omke  to  you. 

4th.  That,  at  all  events,  it  is  not  the  disposi- 
tion or  the  intention  of  the  British  Government 
to  revoke  their  Orders  in  Council,  as  they  respect 
the  United  Sutes,  but  upon  a  formal  stipulation, 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  accede  to  the 
follpwing  terms  and  conditions,  viz : 

1st,  That  the  act  of  Congress,  commonly  called 
the  non-intercourse  law,  be  continued  against 
France  so  long  as  s|ie  shall  continue  her  decrees. 

2d.  That  the  navy  of  Great  Britain  be  author- 
ized to  aid  in  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  said 
act  of  Congress. 

3d.  That  the  United  States  shall  explicitly  re- 
nounce, during  the  present  war.  the  right  of  car- 
rying on  any  trade  whatever,  direct  or  indirect, 
with  any  colony  of  any  enemv  of  Great  Britain, 
from  which  they  were  excluded  during  peace; 
and  that  this  renunciation  must  extend,  not  only 
to  the  trade  between  the  colony  and  the  mother 
country,  but  to  the  trade  between  the  colony  and 
the  United  States. 

If,  in  the  aforegoinj^  representation,  it  should 
appear  that  I  have,  la  aov  instance,  misappre- 
hended your  meaning,  it  will  afford  me  real  plea- 
sure to  be  enabled  to  lay  before  ^e  President  » 
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sMit«cii€Dt  eorreeted  arfeeably  to  aiij  suirg^eatioDS 
with  which  yeu  may  oe  pleased  to  favor  tne. 

To  avoid  the  miscoDceptions  incident  to  oral 
j^roeeedingfl,  I  have  also  the  honor  to  intinaate, 
that  it  is  tiionght  expedient  that  our  farther  dik* 
enssioDs,  oa  the  present  oeeasion,  be  in  the  writ- 
ten form.  And,  with  gfreat  sincerity,  I  assure 
yoo,  that  whatever  communicatioBs  you  may  >« 
pleacedthus  to  make^  will  be  received  with  an 
anxioas  solicitude  to  find  them  such  as  may  lead 
to  a  speedy  removal  of  every  existing*  obstacle  to 
that  mutual  and  lasting  friendship  and  cordiality 
between  the  two  nations,  which  it  is  obviously 
the  interest  of  both  to-foster.  I  have  the  honor,to 
be^dbc.  R.  SMITH. 

Hod.  F.  J.  Jackson,  dte. 

Ao.  7.  .  .    " 

Mr.  Jackson  te  Mr.  Smitli. 

Wasbinqtok,  OcL  11, 1809. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your 
oflBicial  letter  of  the  Oth  inst.,  toward  the  close  of 
which  you  inform  me,  that  it  had  been  thought 
expedient  to  pot  an  end  to  all  verbal  commt^nica- 
tionbetween  yourself  and  me,  in  discussing  the 
important  objects  of  my  mission.  Considering 
that  a  very  few  da/s  haYe  elapsed  since  I  deliv- 
ered to  the  President  a  credential  letter  from  the 
King  my  master,  and  that  nothing  has  been  even 
alleged  to  have  occurred  to  deprive  me  of  the  fa- 
cility of  access,  and  of  the  credit  to  which,  ac- 
cording to  immemorial  usage,  t  am  by  that  letter 
entitled,  I  believe  there  does  not  exist  in  the  an- 
nals of  diplomacy  a  precedent  for  such  a  deter- 
mination^ between  two  Ministers  who  have  met 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  terminating  amicably 
the  existing  differences  between  their  respective 
countries ;  but,  after  mature  reflection,  f  am  in- 
duced to  acquiesce  in  it,  by  the  recollection  of 
the  time  that  must  necessarily  elapse  before  I 
can  receive  His  Majesty's  commands  upon  so  un- 
expected an  occurrence,  and  of  the  detriment  that 
would  ensue  to  the  public  service,  if  my  Ministe- 
rial functions  were,  in  the  interval,  to  be  altoge- 
ther suspended.  I  shall,  therefore,  content  myself 
with  entering  my  protest'  against  a  proceeding 
which  I  can  consider  in  no  other  light  than  as  a 
violation,  in  my  person,  of  the  most  essential 
rights  of  a  public  Minister,  when  adopted,  is  in 
the  present  case,  without  any  alleged  misconduct 
on  his  part.  As  a  matter  of  opinion  I  cannot,  I 
own,  assent  to  the  preference  which  you  give  to 
written  over  verbal  intercourse  for  tne  purpose 
of  mutual  explanation  and  accommodation.  I 
have  thought  it  due  to  the  public  character  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be  invested,  and  to  the 
confidence  which  His  Majesty  has  most  gracious- 
ly been  pleased  to  repose  in  me,  to  state  to  you 
tnreservedly  my  sentiraetits  on  this  point.  I 
shall  now  proceed  to  the  other  parts  of  your  let- 
ter, and  apply  to  them  the  best  consideration  that 
can  arise  from  a  zeal  proportioned  to  the  increase 
of  difficulty  thus  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  resto- 
ration of  a  thorough  good  understanding  between 
oar  respective  countries. 


Too  state,  sir,  very  truly,  that  an  arfanffement 
had  been  made  between  you  and  Mt.  Brskms^ 
and  that  His  Majesty  had  thought  propa  to  dis* 
avow  that  arrangement. 

I  have  here,  in  the  otitset,  to  regret  the  loss  of 
th^  advantage  of  Verbal  intercourse  with  yoQ,  ts 
I  should  have  availed  myself  of  it  to  iaqaire 
whether,  by  your  statement,  it  was  year  intn* 
tion  to  complain  of  the  disavowal  itself,  or  oft 
total  want  of  explanation  of  it,  or-of  thtfcircam- 
stance  of  that  explanation  not  Itaviog  been  made 
through  me.  I  observe,  that,  in  the  records  of 
this  mission,  there  is  no  trace  of  a  compiaiDt,  on 
the  pert  of  the  Uoitecf  States^  of  His  BfajoBty 
having  disavowed  the  act  of  hia  Minister.  Yoa 
have  not,  in  the  conferences  we  have  hitherto 
heldj  distinctly  announced  any  su^h  coinplaiflt, 
and  I  have  seen  ^ith  pleasure,  -iit  this  (oxbeu* 
ance  on  your  part,  an  instance  of  that  candor, 
which,  I  doubt  not,  will  prevail  in  alhoHr  cooh 
munipations,  innsmueh  as  you  could  not  liat 
have  thought  it  unreasonable  to  complain  ofihe 
disavowal  of  i^n  act  done  trader  such  cirennsttfr' 
ces  as  could  only  lead  to  the  consequences  tliat 
have  actually  followed. 

^  It  was  not  known,  wben  I  left  Eaglaad, 
whether  Mir.  Erskine  ni^d,  according  to  the  lib- 
erty allowed  him,  communicated  to  you  tnarfeMt 
his  original  instructiolis.  It  now  appears  that  be 
did  not.  But,  in  reverting  to  his  official  cerre»- 
pondence,  and  partlcolariy  to  a  despatch  addre^ 
ed.  on  the  20rh  of  April,  to  his  Majesty^  Seeretsry 
of  State  for  Foreign  Aflhirs,  I  find  that  he  tl«e 
states  that  he  had  submitted  to  vour  constdert- 
tion  the  three  conditions  specined  in  those  in* 
struction^  as  the  groundworx  of  an  arrangemeat, 
which,  according  to  information  received  ftom 
this  country,  it  was  thought  in  England  nag^^ 
be  made  witn  a  prospect  of  great  mutual  tdvu** 
tage.  Mr.  Brskine  then  reports  verbatm  el 
aeriaiim  ydur  observations  upon  each  of  the 
three  iconditioiis,  and  the  reasons  which  kidvecd 
you  to  think  that  others  might  be  substituted  is 
lien  of  them.  It  may  hhve  been  concluded  l»- 
tween  you  that  these  latter  were  an  equivalent 
for  the  original  conditions;  but  the  very  aot  or 
substitution  evidentlv  shows  that  those  orJgfBu 
conditions  were,  in  fact,  very  explicitly  commo- 
cated  to  you,  and  by  you,  of  course,  laid  befoie 
the  President  for  his  consideration.  I  n^ 
hardly  add,  that  the  diierenee  belweei  these 
conditions  and  those  contained  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  the  18th  and  19th  of  April,  is  sufficieotlf 
obvious  to  require  no  elucidation;  nor  need  1 
draw  the  conclusion,  which  1  consider  as  admit- 
ted by  all  absence  of  complaint;  on  the  part  of 
the  American  Government,  viz:  that,  under  siwh 
circumstances,  His  Majesty  had  '^n  undoubted 
and  incontrovertible  right  to  disavow  the  aet  of 
his  Minister.  I  mcrst  here  allude  to  a  snpp<^' 
tibn,  which  you  have  more  than  once  mentioned 
to  me,-and  by  which,  if  it  hieid  any  the  sHghtett 
foundation,  this  right  might,  perhaps,  have  been 
in  some  degree  anected.  You  have  informed 
me  that  you  udderstood  th^  Mr,  Erskine  btd 
two  sets  of  instructions  by  wiiich  to  regulate  his 


Digitized  by 


Google 


iJPPBNBDL 


Mtkaimi$wiA  €hmt  BriUtiiL 


•osdoet ;  aiuil  tbat  npoo  oae  of  them,  whieh  had 
jiot  been  commaDifaied  either  to  yoa  or  to  the 
public,  wa»  to  be  rested  the  justification  of  the 
terms  finally  agreed  ppon  between  you  and  him. 
It  ia  lajr  duty^  sir,  solemnly  to  declare  to  you, 
and  through  you  to  the  President,  that  the  de- 
spatch from  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Erskine,  :which 
you  hare  made  the  basis  of  an  official  correspoad- 
eoce  with  the  latter  Minister,  and  which  was 
read  by  the  former  to  the  American  Minister  in 
LondoA,  i^  the  only  despatch  by  which  the  con- 
^ilioDc  were  prescribed  to  Mr.  Erskine,  for  the 
eonclosion  of  an  arrangement  with  this  country 
00  (he  matter  to  which  it  relates. 

To  return  to  the  immediate  subject  of  your 
letter.  If,  sir,  it  be  your  intention  to  atate,  that 
no  ezplaaation  whatevor  has  been  given  to  the 
American  Qoyer^ment  of  the  reasons  which  in- 
duced His  Majesty  to  disavow  the  act  of  ray 
predecessor,  I  must,  in  that  caae,  observe,  that,  in 
the  instructions  conveying  to  him  His  Majesty's 
intsDtion,  those  reasons  were  very  fully  and  foici- 
bly  stated;  and  if  he. has  not  transmitted  them  to 
you,  lean  only  attribute  it  t^  the  peculiar  deli- 
cac^  and  embarrassment  of  his  situation,  fbr 
which  he  probably  trusted  to  the  President's 
goodness  to  make  eome  allowance ;  and  he  might 
the  mosce  reasonably  be  led  to  that  reliance  on  it, 
as  a  full  and  ample  communication  was  also 
made  noon  the  subject  hy  His  Majesty's  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Ajiairs  to  Mr.  Pinkney, 
to  whom  tbe  whole  of  Mr.  Erskine's  original  ia- 
itrufttion  w^s  read,  and  who,  jt  was  nataral  to 
auppo^  wriNild  convey  to  bis.  Qorernmeat  so 
much  in&rmation  upon  a  very  mpmentous  occa- 
aion,  as  would  relieve  Mr.  Erskine  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  eateriog  into  niinvite  details >f  the  mis- 
nnderstaadlng  thiit  had  occurred.  At  all  events, 
no  complaint  can  he  sobftaatiated  agaiost  His 
Majesty's  €lovernment  4m  this  score,  seeing  that 
they  not  only  instructed  the  Minister  who  had 
made  the  disavowed  arrangement  aa  to  the  mo- 
lives  which  oecasiooed  the  disavowal,  but  «dso 
with  frankness,  promptitude,  and  a  most  scrupu- 
lous ifgard  to  national  honor,  gave  notice  to  the 
American  Minister  in  London  of  the .  disavowal 
of  the  motives  of  it,  and  of  the  precautions  spon- 
taneously taken  by  His 'Majesty  to  prevent  any 
loss  or  injury  accruing  to  the  citizeas  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  from  a  reliance  qn  any  agreement, 
however  lUMiuthorized,  made  in  His  Majesty's 
name.  The  mere  allusion  to  this  Utter  circum- 
stance dispenses  me  from  further  noticing  the 
efietts  which  yon  describe  as  being  produced 
upon  the  United  States  by  the  circumstances  of 
this  agreement.  How  hx  they  are  irrevocable. is 
aotfor  me  to  determine;  but  the  word  irreforMe 
seems  to  imply  that  a  loss  had  been  sustained  on 
the  occasion  by  the  public,  or  by  the  individuals 
of  this  country.  So  far  sis  His  Majesty  could  be, 
hy  possibility,  supposed  aaswerable  for  such  an 
eventual  loss,  he  has,  as  I  have  before  statbd, 
taken  the  utmost  precautions  to  avert  it. 

As  to  the  expectation  entertained  here,  that 
(he  ezplaaation  of  His  Majesty's  share  in.  this 
transaction  should  be  made  through  me,  I  might 


content  myself  wi^th  simply  observing,  that  I  waa 
not  prpvided  with  .instructions  to  that  effect,  be^ 
cause  it  was  known  that  the  explanation  in  quea- 
tion  had  already  been  ^iven.  But  it  accorda 
with  the  sentiments  of  His  Majesty  towards  tida 
country,  to  observe,  also,  that  he  considered  thai, 
as  some  time  must  necessarily  elapse  between 
my  appointment  and  my  entrance  on  the  dtfttias 
of  my  ministry,  it  would  he  a  o^ore  friendly 
mode  of  proceeding  to  state,  without  delay,  and 
through  the  channels  i  have  akeadf  mentioned, 
the  motives  that'  compelled  His  Majestv  to  disa- 
vow the  agreement,  than  to  leave  the  American 
Government  in  uncertainty  in  these  respects,  till 
the  unavoidably  protracted  period  of  my  arrival 
in  America.  I  say  this  in  regard  to  the  original 
notification  of  His  Majesty's  determination,  an4 
of  the  motives  of  it,  which,  being  already  made, 
it  could  not  be  supnosed  in  XiOndoo  that  a  repeti- 
tion of  them  would  be  expected  from  me;  and. 
of  course,  no  such  case  has.  been  foreseen  in  my 
iostruotiona.  But  if,  beyond  this,  any  incidental 
explanation  or  discussion  should  >be  wished  for 
by  this  Government,  I  came  fully  prepared  to 
eiuer  iotp  them»>  I  even  consider  them  to  have 
taken  place  between  us.  I  h^kve  certaioly  derived 
great  satisfaction  from  the  several  hours  which 
we  have  spent  in  conferenee  upon  these  subjects, 
because  they  have  enabled  me  to  remove  soone 
misunderstandings,  and  to  refute  many  misrepre- 
sentations, which  you  yourself  informed  me  of, 
in  regard  to  the  conduct  of.  the  British  Govern- 
ment. I  consider  such  mutual  explanations  aa 
highly  beneficial  to  a  right  understanding  of  the 
vienns  and  interests  of  the  tw^  countries,  and  I 
should,  with  much  pleasure,  have  renewed  them, 
if  you  had  not  informed  me  that  the  Prestdent 
had  been  pleased  tp  preacrihe  another  and  a  dif- 
ferent mode  of  conducting  our  acffotiations. 

I  will,  nevertheless,  avail  ^ys^  of  that  mode, 
which  he  still  permita,  tp  repeat  to  vou,  that  His 
Majestjr  haa  authorised  me,  aotwithstaadinff  the 
.nni^raciOus  manner  in  which  bis  former  offer  «f 
sati^^ction  for  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  was 
received,  to  renew  that  wl^ah  Mr.  Erskine  was 
instructed  to  make.  You  have  said  that  you  ao 
fully  tinderstood  the  particulars  of  that  offer,  that 
I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  recapitulate  them  heve* 
I  regret  that,  since  they  were  eo  clearly  onder^ 
stood  by  you,  you  shoi^ld.  not  yet  have  been 
enabled  to  state  to  me«  either  in  our  perae^al 
eommunicationa,'  or  in  the  letter  which  I  am  now 
answering,  whether  they  are  considered  hy  (he 
President  aa  satisfactory,  or  whether  they  are 
soeh  ays  he  ultimately  means  to  accept*  You 
aeeni  not  so  distinctly  to  have  understood  the 
form  of  proceeding  in  this  affair,  which  I  took 
the  liherty  of  suggesting  as  likely  to  lead  to  a 
satisfactory  result,  wUhout,  however,  at  all  pre- 
cluding any  other  method  which  might  appear 
preferable  to  you.  My  piro|k»sal  was,  not  to  4)om- 
mnnicate  a  note  tendering  satisfaction,  hut  to 
agree  with  you  beforehand  upon  the  terms  qf  a 
declaration  on  the  part  of  liis  Majesty,  which 
should  actually  ^ive  the  satisfaction,  (the  condi- 
tiona  of  which  I  informed  you  that  I  w< 
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ized  to  carry  iato  immediate  execotion,)  and  of 
«  coaDter-declaration,  to  be  signed  by  yon  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  ac- 
cepting such  satisfaction.  I  expressly  stated  that 
this  interchange  of  official  documents  was  not 
meani  by  me  as  the  means  of  conveying  to  each 
other  our  respective  sentiments;  ihcU  I  understood 
to  be,  as  is  usual,  the  object  of  our  conferences; 
and  I  imagined  that  the  papers  to  be  signed  by 
us,  respectively,  would  be  the  result  df  those 
aentiments  so  communicated;  and  that,  by  being 
reciprocally  corrected  and  modified,  and  simul- 
taneously delivered,  they  would  form  one  com- 
Kct  by  which  the  two  countries  would  be  equally 
und.  This  course  of  proceed idg  is  confbrma- 
Ue  to  ihe  practice  of  the.  Courts  of  Europe  on 
similar  occasions.  You  did  not,  at  the  time,  ap- 
pear to  object  to  it;  you  even  requested  roe  to 
come  the  next  day,  prepared  with  a  draught  or 
vrojet  of  a  paper,  framed  in  pursuance  to  these 
ideas;  and  although  you  desired  to  refer  the  sub- 
ject to  the  President  for  his  approbation,  I  do  not 
find  in  your  letter  either  an  expression  of  his 
sentiments  upon  it,  or  the  substitution  of  any 
other  form  that  might  be  more  agreeable  to  him 
than  the  one  which  I  have  proposed. 

I  touci),  with  considerable  and  very  sincere  re- 
Idctanee,  upon  that  part  of  your  letter,  in  whicli 
yon  state  that  I  had  not  assigned  "any  reason 
whatever  whv  the  reasonable  terms  of  satijsfaction, 
tendered  and  accepted,  have  not  been  carried 
Into  effect." 

I  believed  that  I  had  observed  to  you,  in  the 
words  of  ASy  instructions,  that  if  His  Majesty 
were  capable  of  being  actuated  by  any  desire  to 
retract  an  offer  of  reparation  which  her  had  once 
made,  His  Majesty  might  be  well  warranted  in 
doinj;  so,  both  by  the  form  in  which  his  accredited 
Minister  had  tendered  that  reparation,  and  by  the 
manner  in, which  that  tender  had  been  received. 
I  believe  that  I  elucidated  tdis  observation  bjr  a 
reference  to  the  particular  expressions,  which 
made  the  terms  or  satisfaction  appear  to  be  on- 
icceptable  even  to  the  American  Qovernment,  at 
the  very  moment  when  they  were  accepted^  and 
which,  at  all  events,  put  jr  totally  out  or  His 
Majesty's  power  to  ratify  and  confinti  any  act  In 
which  such  expressions  were  contained. 

On  the  subject  of  His  Majesty's  Orders  in 
Council,  I  have  had  the  honof  of  informing  you 
that  His  Majesty,  having  caused  to  be  made  to 
the  QovemmeUt  of  the  United  States  certain  pro- 
posals founded  upon  principles^  some  of  which 
were  understood  to  originate  in  American  au- 
tfaoritiesj  and  others  to  be  acquiesced  in^y  them; 
and  having  afterwards  ascertained,  in  the  man- 
ner mentioned  in.a  former  part  of  this  letter,  that 
the  sentiments  of  the  American  Qovernment 
were  so  different  from  what  they  were  at  first 
understood  to  be,  I  was  not  instructed  to  renew 
to  yon  those  proposals,  nor  to  press  upon  your 
acceptance  an  arrangement  which  had  been  so 
recently  declined,  especially  as  the  arrangement 
itself  is  become  less  importaiit,  and  the  terms  of 
it  less  applicable  to  the  state  o£  things  now 
eziating. 


These  considerations,  which  were  first  iatima- 
ted  in  Mr.  Canning's  official  letter  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney  of  the  2^  September,  1808,  and  whichj  ia 
the  process  of  the  following  six  months,  acquired 
l^reater  weight  and  influence,  indncea  HisMv 
jesty,  before  the  result  of  Mr.  Erskine's  n^odt- 
lion  was  known,  to  modify  the  Orders  in  Uoqd- 
ciL  of  November,  1807,  by  that  of  the  26th  of 
April,  1809. 

The  effect  of  this  new  order  is  to  relieve  the 
system  imder  which  the  former  orders  were  issued 
from  that  which  has  always  beeti  represented  in 
this  country  as  the  m6st  objectionable  and  offeo* 
sive  part  of  it,  the  option  given  to  neutrals  to 
trade  with  the  enemies  of  Great  Britain,  throagh 
British  ports,  on  payment  of  a  transit  duty.  Tfaii 
was  origihally  devised  and  intended  as  a  mitiga- 
tion of  what  IS  certainly  more  correct  bat  laore 
rigid  in  principle — the  total  and  unqualified  ith 
terdiction  of  all  trade  with  the  enemy.  If,  how- 
ever, this  mitigation  was  felt  as  an  aggravatios, 
attd,  as  has  beei^  sometimes  warmly  asserted,  u 
an  insult,  that  cause  of  complaint  is  nowentirelr 
removed.  By  theOrd#r  in  Cot^ncil  of  the26to 
April,  1809,  all  trade  with  France  and  HoIUd^, 
and  the  ports  of  Italy  comprehended  under  the 
denomination  of  the  Kingdom  of  Italy,  is  simplj 
prohibited  altogether.  No  option  is  afforded,  tod, 
consequently,  ifo  transit  duty  is  required  to  le 
paid.  In  another  respect,  the  Order  in  Council 
of  the  26th  April  must  be  admitted  to  be  more 
restrictive  than  those  of  November,,  1807. 

The  trade  with  enemies'  colonies,  which  wts 
opened  to  neutrals  at  the  com  fnencement  of  the 
present  war  by  the  Order  in  Council  of  the  S4th 
June,  1803.  was  continued  to  be  left  open  bf  those 
of  November^  1807.  The  Order  in  Council  w 
the  26th  April  retracts  this  indurgence.  Bfltit 
is  to  be  observed,  that  since  the  period  when  the 
Orders  in  Council  of  November,  1607,  were  issued 
the  opening  of  the  ports  of  Spain,  of  Portugal,  of 
the  south  of  Italy,  and  of  Turkey,  has  afibrdedi 
more  ample  scope  to  neutral  commerce;  aod 
that,  by  the  capture  of  Martinique,  in  addition  to 
thatoi  almost  all  the  colonies  of  the  enemies  of 
Gh^at  Britaio.  together  with  the  bloctotde  of 
Ouadaloupe,  the  extent  to  wbioh  the  libertf  of 
commerce  with  enemies'  colonies  applied  has 
been  so  far  narrowed,  that  there  is  little  of  prac- 
tical hardship  in  recurring  to  the  rule,  which, 
however  occasionally  mitigated  in  its  i^piplicAtioB, 
Great  Britain  c%n  never  cease  in  priociplc  to 
maintain.  It  is  further  to  be  observed,  that  the 
Order  in  Council  of  the  26th  April  has  this  opera- 
tion, highly  favorable  to  neutrals,  that,  restrictutf 
the  regulations  of  bloekade  to  Prance,  Holltod, 
>and  their  colonies,  and  to  the  territories  deDOim- 
nated  the  Kingdom  of  Italy,  it  lays  open  to  the 
direct  trade  of  neutrals  the  ports  ofthe  north  ot 
Europe.  Under  the  order  of  the  26ih  of  April, 
therefore,  while  there  are  on  the  one  hand  fcw«r 
points  of  difference  to  stand  in  the  way  ofa  sati^ 
factory  arrangement  between  Oreat  Britain  tw 
the  United  States,  it  is  possible  that  thcremajr 
he  less  temptation  to  the  fatter  to  enter  into  suea 
an  arrangement,  as  the  extent  of  their  commerce 
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may  be,  if  they  please,  nearly  as  great  ander  (he 
Order  in  CouDcil  of  the  26th  April  as  it  would  be 
under  any  arrangement  which  should  effect  the 
indispensable  objects  to  which  that  order  applies, 
or  as  it  would  he  even  without  any  such,  order, 
so  long  as  France  and  the  Powers  subservient  to 
France  continue  to  enforce  their  decrees.  It  is, 
in  the  san^e  proportion,  matter  of  indifference  to 
Great  Britain,  whether  the  Order  in  Council  be 
continued,  or  an  Arrangement  by  mutual  consent 
substituted  iii  its  room. 

Sncht  sir,  are  the  grounds  on  which  it  has  ap- 
peared to  His  Majesty  to  be  unnecessary  to  com- 
mand roe  to  propose  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  any  formal  ag^reement  to  be  sub- 
stituted for  that  which  ilis  Majesty  has  been 
under'  the  necessity  of  disavowing;  but  I  am 
directed  to  receive  and  discuss  with  you  any^ 
proposal  which  you  may  be  authorized'  to  make 
to  me  on  this^head. 

As  no  disposition  has  hitherto  been  shown  on 
.  your  part  to  make  any  such  proposal,  it  has  been 
impossible  for  me  to  state,  oy  anticipation,  (nor 
was  I  instructed  so  to  do,)  what  mi^ht  be  the 
answer  that  I  shopld  Eventually  think  it  my  duty 
to  return  to  you ;  consequently,  I  could  not  have 
.  made,  with  that, view^  the  statement  contained  in 
the  fourth  section  of  your  letter,  and  the  three 
subdivisions  of  it.  Such  a  statement  would  have 
been  obviously  inconsistent  with  the  former  part 
of  my  overtpre,  which  you  very  correctly  record 
in  the  third  section,  viz :  that  I  was  not  instructed 
to  make  to  you  any  proposal  ivhatever  upon  this 
subject*  I  must  necessarily  reserve,  until  I  bear 
from  yon  what  proposals  it  may  be  deemed  proper 
to  make  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  state 
in  how  far  (hey  do  or  do  not  accord  with  the  in^ 
stroctions  which  it  has  pleased  His  Majesty  to 
give  for  my  guidance  in  this  n^gjotiation. 

I  will  only  add,  sir,  in  conclusion  of  this  letter, 
that  His  Majesty  is  very  sincerely  desirous  of 
maintaining  ^  perfect  and  cordial  understanding 
with  the  United  States,  and  of  bringing  to  a  com* 
plete  and  satisfactory  adjustment  all  the  points  of 
diflerence  that  have  arisen  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernments ;  and  that,  agreeing,  as  I  do  with  you, 
most  heartily  as  to  the  interest  which  .hoth  na- 
tions have  in  fostering  a  mutual  and  solid  friend- 
ship and  cordiality,  no  zeal  or  exertions  shall  be 
wanting  on  my  part  to  carry  into  effect  His 
Majesty's  commands  for  this  most  salutary  pur- 
pose. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  x^sp^ct,  sir, 
your  most  obedient,  humble  servant, 

F.  J.  JACKSON. 

Hon.  Robert  Smith,  dbc 


Mn  dffiith,  Secretaiy  of  Stats,  to  Mr.  Jaekson. 
Department  op  State,  Oct.  19, 1809. 
Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yoor 
letter ^f  the  lllh  instant. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  more  material  topics 
which  it  emoraces,  it  is  proper  that  1  should  take 
some  notice  of  your  construction,  which  has  un- 
happily converted  an  intimation  or  tke  expediency 


of  conducting^  in  a  Written  form  our  further  dis- 
cussions on  this  particular  occasion  into  a  gene- 
ral prohibition  of  all  verbal  communications 
whatever,  and  into  an  unprecedented  violation^ 
of  the  most  essential  rights  of  a  public  Minislev, 
requiring  a  formal  protest  and  a  resort  to  the- 
commands  of  your  Sovereign.  • 

A  recurrence  to  that  intimation  cannot  fail  to- 
show  that  its;  sole  object  was  to  avoid,  in  the  fur-  ^ 
the^  discussions^of  a  case  of  unusual  delicacy  and^ 
importance,  the  misconceptions  well  known  to 
be  incident  to  oral  proceedings,  and  of  which  the- 
dtploo^atic  intercourse  between  the  two  Govern- 
ments had  furnished  so  many  and  such  serious- 
proofs  ;  nay,  of  which  your  letter  itself  is  an  ad- 
ditional illustration.  That 'a  change  in  diplo- 
inatic  discussions  from  an.  oral  to  a  written  form 
Is  not  without  precedent.  1  cannot  refer  to  one 
which  will  be  more  satisfactory  to  you  than  the 
intimation  recently  given  by  Mr.  Canning,  in 
the  ease  of  the  proposal  by  Mr.  Pinkney,  on  the 
subject  of  the, Orders  in  Council  and  the  em- 
bargo, that  the  discussions,  which  had  been  pre- 
viously verbal,  must  thenceforth  take  a  written 
form.  And,  with  this  view,  I  take  the  liberty  of 
recalling  your  attention  to  the  subjoined  extracts 
of  letters  [see  A  and  Bj  that  passed  on  that  oc- 
casion. 

On  the  present,  as  on  that  occasion,  the<;hange 
from  verbal  to  written  oommunications  was  re- 
quested after  two  conferences,  and  when  t)|e  sub- 
ject appeared  to  one  of  th^  parties  to  libve,  by 
those  verbal  discussipus^  been  brought  to  a  point 
which  required  a  precise  understanding  of  the 
views  and  propositions  of  the  other. 

You  will,  Mr,  hence  perceive,  that,  in  main- 
taining the  right  which  every  Government  has 
as  to  tne  rules  of  intercourse  with  foreign  func- 
tionaries near  h,  no  encroachment  has  been  made 
or  intended  on  any  right  or  customary  privilege 
belonging  to  you  in  that  character,  nor  anything 
done  to  impede  the  proper  and  usqal  course  of 
negotiation. 

You  have  been  sufficiently  apprized,* by  mj 
letter  of  the  9th,  of  the  light  in  which  the  Presi- 
dent views  the  arrangement  lately  made  by  jour 
predecessor  witb  this  Government,  and  of  the 
grounds  on  which  he  has  accepted  a  forn^l  and 
satisfactory  explanation  of  the  reasons  foir  the  re- 
fusal, of  His  Hritannic  Majesty  to  carry  it  into 
effect.  He  persists  in  that  expectation,  and  in 
the  opinion  that  there  has  been  given  no  expla- 
nation ihal  is  adequate,  either  as  to  the  matter  or 
as  to  the  mode. 

When  one  Government  has  been  solemnly 
pledged  to  another  in  a  mutual  engagement  by  its 
acknowledged  and  competent  agent,  and  refuses 
to  fulfil  the  pledge,  it  is  perfectly  clear  that  it 
owes  it  both  to  itself  and  to  the  other  party  to 
accompany  its  refusal  with  a  formal  and  frank 
disclosure  of  sufficient  reasons  for  a  step  which, 
without  such  reasons,  musr deeply  injure  its  Own 
character,  as  well  as  the  rights  of  the  party  con- 
fiding in  its  good  faith.  . 

^*  To  refuse,  with  honor,"  (says  a  high  author- 
ity on  public  law,)  "  to  ratiiy  what  has  been  con- 
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eluded  on  bjr  virtue  of  a  full  power,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  Government  should  have  strong  and 
solid  reasons,  and  that  he  show,  in  particular,  that 
his  Minister  has  Violated  his  instructions." 

Although  it  is  particularly  incumbent  on  the 
Sovereign,  in  such  case,  to  show  that  his  instruc- 
tions have  been  violated,  yet  it  is  not  a  mere  vio- 
lation of  them  on  immaterial  points  that  will  be 
sufficient.  It  is  indispensably  requisite,  more- 
over, that  the  reasons  be  strobg  and  solid ;  that 
thejr  manifestly  outweigh,  npl  only  the  general 
obligation  to  abide  by  what  has  been  so  done,  but 
«lso  the  disappointment  and  injury  accruing  to 
the  other  party.  And  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that 
the  case  under  discussion  is  of  a  higher  charac- 
ter, and  appeals  with  greater  solemnity  to  the 
honor  and  justice. of  the  refusins^  party,  than  the 
case  stated  in  Vaitel^  inasmuch  as  the  transac- 
tion, now  disavowed,  was  not  a  treaty  or  conven- 
tion to  be  ratified  by  both  parties,  previous  to  an 
execution  by  cither.  It  had,  according  to  the 
terms  of  it,  (and  this  peculiarity  appears  to  have 
been  contemplated  by  your  Government,)  been 
actually  and  immediately  carried  into  execution 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The  reftisai  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  is,  therefore,  not  simply  to 
ratify  what  had  been  ratified  by  the  other  party, 
but  to  carry  into  effect  on  his  part  an  arrange- 
ment which  had  been  carried  into  full  efiect,  with 
good  faith,  on  the  part  of  the  United  Stales.* 
Nay,  the  case  is  strengthened  by  the  further  pe- 
culiarity, that  some  of  the  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  execution  of  the  arrangement  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  render  it  unsusceptible  of  a 
fall  equivalent  for  the  refusal  to  execute  it  on  the 
other  sjde. 

It  has  not  escaped  observation,  that  the  obliga- 
tion of  your  Government  to  tender  explanations 
on  this  occasion  is  admitted  by  your  attempt  to 
show  that  it  has  b^,en  sufficiently  done  in  what 
passed  in  conversation  between  Mr.  Canning  and 
Mr.  Pinkney,  and  by  the  instructions  given  to 
Mr.  Erskine'  to  communicate  such  explanations. 

With  every  disposition  to  view  in  ^e  most 
favorable  light  whatever  may  affect  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries,  it  is  impossible  to 
mistake  the  conversations  or  those  Ministers  for 
a  discharge  of  such  a  debt  to  the  good  faith  and 
reasonable  expectations  of  the  United  States. 
Besides,  that  they  were  mere  conversations  in  a 
case  requiring  the  precision  and  respect  of  a 
forinai  communication,  it  is  certain  that  it  was 
neither  understood  by  Mr.  Pinkney,  nor  intended 
by  Mr.  Canning,  that  those  conversations  were 
so  to  1)6  regarded.  Mr.  Pinkney  is  explicit  on 
this  point.  And  Mr.  Cannings  himself,  after  de- 
clining to  recapitulate  in  writing  what  he  had 
Terbally  remarked,  signified  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  in  a 
letter  dated  May  27,  tliat  his  observations  on  the 
subject  would  be  more  properly  made  through 
the  successor  of  Mr.  Erskine,  who  \ras  about  to 
proceed  to  the  United  States. 

With  respect  to  the  instructions  on  this  point, 
given  to  Mr.  Erskine,  it  might  be  sufficient  to  re- 
miirk  that  they  were  never  carried  into  execu- 
tion ;  but  it  may  be  asked,  whether  it  was  a  mark 


of  friendly  respect  to  the  United  States  to  employ 
for  such  a  purpose  a  Minister,  from  whom  kb 
Government  had  thought  proper  publicly  to  with- 
draw  its  confidence,  and  to  the  peculiar  delicacy 
and  embarrassment  of  whose  situation  you  have 
yourself  referred,  as  accounting  for  hi?  not  faaviog 
executed  the  task  imposed  ypon  faim. 

I  must  here  repeat,  what  was  suggested  in  my 
former  letter,  that  the  successor  of  Mr.  Erskipe 
is  the  proper  Ainctionary  for  «  proper  ezplaat- 
tion.  Nor  ean  I  perceive  the  force  of  your  re- 
mark, that  the  delay  incident  to  your  arrival  in 
the  United  States  rendered  it  more  consistent 
with  the  friendly  sentiments  of  His  Majesty  to 
prefer  the  other  channels  for  communicating  the 
motives  for  his  disavowal.  To  your  own  recon- 
sideration I  appeal,  whether  the  course  most  con- 
sonant to  those  friendly  sentiments  was  not  the 
obvious  one  of  employing  the  neW  organ,  guaid- 
\pgj  at  the  same  time,  against  any  misconstruc- 
tion of  the  delay,  by  apprizing  ihe  Americtn 
Government,  through  its  Minister,  of  the  cause 
of  it.  The  supposition  that  the  delay  incideatto 
your  mission  gave  rise  to  the  conversation  of  Mr. 
Canning  and  Mr.  Pinkney,  is  not  reconcilable  to 
the  correspondence  of  the  latter,  which  contains 
no  such  indication.  On  the  contrary,  it  distioctly 
shows  that  he  was  apprized  of  the  intention  to 
replace  Mr.  Erskine  by  a  successor,  whom  he  re- 
garded as  the  proper  channel  for  the  expfanatory 
commtinicatioQs ;  that  he  understood  Mr.  Clo- 
ning to  be  under  the  same  impression ;  and  thit 
he  learned  froth  yourjself,  not  more  than  two  days 
after  his  conversations  with  Mr.  Canning,  thtt 
you  were  to  sail  for  the  United  States  within 
three  weeks. 

Although  it  may  not  have  been  four  int^tion 
to  have  givcA  to  thin  subject  a  posture  wbieh  it 
would  not  have  naturally  assumed,  yet  such  his 
been  the  tendency  of  some  of  your  remarks,  ind 
particularly  of  the  conclusion  you  have  dnvn 
from  the  two  circumstances;  1st.  That  no  trace 
of  complaint  from  this  Govermueot  against  the 
disavowal  appears  in~the  records  of  theBriliih 
mission,  or  was  distinctly  announced  by  me  i& 
our  conferences ;  and,^  2d.  That,  from  the  offieiil 
correspondence  of  Mr.  Erskine  vnth  his  Govern- 
ment, it  appears  that,  although  he  did  not  com- 
municate in  extenso  bis  original  instructions,  he 
submitted  to  me  the  threeconditions  therein  speci- 
fied, and  received  my  observations  on  each. 

If  there  be  no  trace  of  complaint  against  the 
disavowal  in  the  archives  of  the  mission,  it  is  bt- 
dause  this  Government  6ouId  not  have  Entered 
such  complaint  before  the  reasons  for  the  di^ 
avowal  had  been  explained,  ai^l  especially  as  the 
explanations  were  just|y  and  confidently  ex- 
pected through  the  new  functionary.  And  as 
to  the  supposed  reserve  on  my  part  on  this  sub- 
ject, in  our  several  conferences,  I  did  inigine 
that  my  repeated  lotimations  to  you  of  the  neces- 
sity of*^  satisfactory  explanations,  as  to  tb^  dis- 
avowal, were  sufficient  indication  of  the  disiatis- 
factioii  of  this  Government  with  respect  to  the 
disavowal  itselfl 

The  stress  yoa  iiave  laid  on  what  you  have 
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beefl  pleased  to  state  as  the  sabstituttoD  of  the 
terms  fioally  agreed  on  for  the  terms  first  pro- 
posed, has  excited  no  small  degree  of  surprise. 
Certain  it  is  that  your  predecessor  did  present  for 
my  coosideratiott  the  toree  conditions  which  now 
appear  on  the  printed  document ;  that  he  was  dis- 
posed to  urge  them  more  than  the  nature  of  two 
of  them  (both  palpably  inadmissibFe,  and  one 
more  than  merely  inadmissible)  could  permit ; 
and  that,  on  finding  his  first  proposals  unsuccess- 
ful, the  more  reasonable  terms  comprised  in  the 
arrangemeDt  respecting  the  Orders  in  Couocfl 
were  adopted.  And  what,  sir,  is  there  in  this 
to  coaoteoance  the  conclusion  you  have  drawn 
in  faror  of  the  right  of  His  3ritannic  Majesty  to 
disafow  the  proceeding?  Is  anything  more  com- 
mon in  public  negotiations  than  to  begin  with  a 
higher  demand,  and,  that  failing,  to  descend  to  a 
lower?  To  have.  If  not  two  sets  of  instructions, 
two  or  more  than  tw(>  jg;ra(ie$  of  propositions  in 
the  same  set  of  instructions;  to  begin  with  what 
is  the  most  desirable,  and  to  end  with  what  is 
found  to  be  admissible,  in  case  the  more  desirable' 
should  not  be  attainable  ?  This  must  be  obvious 
to  every  understanding,  and  it  is  confirmed  by 
universal  experience. 

What  were  the  real  aad  entire  instruelions 
given  to  vour  pl-edecessor  is  a  question  essentially 
between  nim  and  his  Qovernment.  That  he  had, 
or  at  least  that  he  believed  he  had,  sufficient  au- 
thority 40  conclude  the  arrangement,  his  formal 
assurances,  during  our  discussions,  were  such  as 
to  leave  no  room  for  doubt.  His  subseqjuent  le^t- 
ter,  of  the  15th  of  June,  renewing  his  assurance 
10  me  "that  the  terms  of  the  agreement,  so  hap- 
pily concluded  by  the  recent  negotiation,  will  be 
rtrictij  fulfilled  on  the  part  of  His  Majesty,"  is 
in  evident  indication  of  what  his  persilasion  then 
iras  as  to  his  instructions.  And  with  a  vi|ew  to 
ihow  what  bis  impressions  hare  been,  even  since 
the  disavowal,  I  must  take  the  liberty  of  referring 
you  to  the  annexed  extracts  [see  CI  from  his 
ofl5cial  letters  of  the  31st  July,  and  of  Die  14th  of 
August. 

The  declaration  **  that  the  despatch  from  Mr. 
Canning  to  Mr.  Erskiue,  of  the  23d  January,  is 
the  only  despatch  by  which  the  conditions  were 
prescriDed  to  Mr.  Brskine  for  the  conclusion  of 
^n  arrangement  on  the  matter  to  which  it  re- 
iites,"  is  now  for  the  first  time  made  to  this  Gov- 
ernment. And  I  need  ki^rdly  add,  that  if  that 
lespateh  had  been  communicated  at  the  time  of 
he  arrangement,  ot  if  it  had  been  known  that 
ike  propositions  contained  in  it,  and  which  were 
U  first  presented  by  Mr.  Erskiue,  were  the  only 
mes  on  which  he  was  authorized  to  make  an  ar- 
togement^  the  arrangement  would  not  have 
leen  made. 

As  you  have  disclaimed  any  authority  to  offer 
nplanatioas  for  the  disavowal ;  as  you  have  been 
billing  to  ascribe  the  want  of  suqh  authority  to 
the  consideration  that  ot^er  channels  had  been 
Preferred ;  and  as  you  have  even  considered  the 
sircnmstances  under  which  the  arrangement  took 
plaee  to  be  such  as  could  only  lead  to  a  dis- 
^i^owal,  and,  therefore,  as  superseding  U^e  neces- 


sity of  any  explan&tioa  whatever ;  it  is  tabe  re- 
grettf>d  that  you  had  not  deemed  it  proper  to 
render  precise  and  explicit  that  part  of  your  let- 
ter, which  seems  to  imply  that  you  had,  in  our 
conversations  in  relation  to  the  affiiir  of  the  Ches- 
apeake, following  the  words  of  your  instructioxis, 
held  out  not  only  the  manner  in  which  the  repa- 
ration had  been  accepted,  but  even  the  form  in 
which  it  had  been  tendered,  as  warranting  His 
Majesty  in  even  retracting  the  ofil^^r  of  repara- 
tion, and  that  you  had  elucidated  the  observation 
by  a  reference  to  the  particular  expressions  whijch, 
at  dl  events,  put  it  totally  out  of  his  power  to 
confirm  any  act  containing  them. 

Whatever  tuay  have  beea  your  intention  in 
this  part  of  our  conversation,  or  whatever  may 
be  the  import  of  the  passage  ^0  which  I  have  just 
alluded,  I  have  now  the  nonor  of  signifying  to 
you  that  I  am  authorized  to  recjeive  m  a  proper 
form  whatever  explicit  explanations,  you  may 
choose  to  make  with  respect  to  the  grounds  of 
this  part  of  the  disavowal — and  without  inquiring 
whether  your  authority  be  derived  from  instruc- 
tions that  have  been  addressed  to  yourself,  or 
that  have  devolved  on  you  as  the  successor  of 
the  Minister,  who  had  declined, to  execute  them. 

As  you  have  at  the  same  tiine  been  pleased  U) 
^y  that  Hb  Britannia  Majesty  had  authorized 
yot^  to  renew  the  ofier  of  satisfaction  which  Mr. 
Erskine  was  instructed  to  make,  it  was  also  nat- 
urally expected  that  you  would  in  your  letter  hate 
stated  with  precision  in  what  that  offer  differed 
from  the  reparation  solemnly  tendered  by  Mr. 
Erskine, and  accepted  by  the  United  States;  and 
that  you  would  have  shown  in  what  the  repara- 
tion thiis  tendered  differed  from  his  iaatructioas. 
And  when  I  had  th^  honor  to  intimate  that,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  misconceptions  incident  to  ocal 

firoceedings,  it  Wfi3  thought  expedient  that  our 
urtber  discussions  on  the  present  occasion  should 
be  in  the  written  form,  there  was  no  part  of  the 
subject  to  which  that  intimation  implied  with 
more  force  than  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake ;  none 
on  which  it  was  more  desiral^le  to  avoid  misoop- 
ceptions,  and  to  6btain  a  precise  knowledge  of 
the  propositions  which  you  were  authorize  to 
make;  not  only  because  I  did  not  reklly  under- 
stand the  particulars  of  the  offer  as  distinctly  as 
you  seem  to  have  supposed,  but  alao  beeause,  on 
that  point,  and  00  that  alone,  you  had  expressly 
stateu  that  you  had  propositions  10  make,  and  that 
you  were  authorized  to  carry  them  into  ioMnedi- 
ate  execution. 

On  the  subject  of  the  Orders  in  Council,  the 
Presidentperceives,  with  sen timentsof  deep  regret, 
that  your  instructions  contemplate  neither  an  ex- 
planation of  the  refusal  of  your  GovernmeBt  to 
fulfil  the  arrangement  of  that  branch  of  the  exist- 
ing differences,  nor  the  substitution  of  any  other 
plan  of  adjustment,  qor  any  authority  to  conclude 
any  agreement  on  that  subject,  but  merely  to 
receive  and  discuss  proposals  that  might  be  made 
to  you  on  the  part  of  the  United  States ;  and  tbeae, 
it  appears,  must  include  a  stipulation  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States  to  relinquish  the,  trade  with 
the  enemies'  colonies,  even  in  branches  not  hitb- 
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erto  ioterrapted  by  British  orders  for  capture,  and 
also  a  saoction  to  tKe  enforcing  of  an  act  of  Con- 
gress by  the  British  navv< 

Were  the  way  properly  opened  for  fortn.al  pro- 
positionb  from  this  Government,  a  known  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  to 
adhere  to  such  extraordinary  pretensions,  would 
preclude  the  hope  of  success  in  such  advances, 
whether  regard  be  had  to  the  conditions  them- 
selves, or  to  the  disposition  they  indicate  in  return 
for  the  conciliatory  tern  per  which  has  been^evinced 
by  the  United  Slates. 

As  to  the  demand  in  retation  to  the  colonial 
trade,  it  has  been  the  less  apprehended,  as  it  is  not 
in  itself  connected,  nor  has  it  ever  before  been 
brought  into  connexion,  either  with  the  case  of 
the  Orders  in  Council,  or  with  that  of  the  Ches- 
apeake. And  it  was  reasonably  to  be  presumed, 
it  the  idea  of  such  a  condition  had  in  the  first  in- 
stance proceeded  from  the  erroneous  belief  that  it 
was  not  objectionable  to  the  United  States,  that  it 
would  not  have  been  persbted  in  after  that  error 
had  been  ascertained  and  acknowledged. 

The  other  demand  could  still  less  have  been 
apprehended*  Besidics  the  inevitable  and  incal- 
euiable  abuses  incident  to  such  a  license  to  for- 
eign cruisers,  the  stipulation  would  touch  one  of 
those  vital'  principles  uf  sovereignty  which  no 
nation  ought  to  have  been  expected  to  impair; 
for,  where  would  be  the  difference  in  principle 
between  authorizing  a  forieign  Qoverntnent  ^to 
execute,  and  authorizing  it  to  make  laws  for  uk? 
Nor  ought  it  to  be  supposed  that  the  sanctions 
and  precautions  of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  cases  of  the  prohibited  trade  in  question, 
would  prove  inefficacious  for  its  purposes. 

Had  none  of  these  obstacles  presented  them- 
selves to  the  course  corresponding  with  the  senti- 
ments and  dispositions  of  the  President,  I  should 
have  felt  great  pleasure  in  giving  you  formal  as- 
surances of  his  readiness  to  execute  the  conditional 
authority  with  which  he  is  invested  fqr  restoring, 
in  its  full  extent,  as  far  as  it  may  depend  upon  the 
United  States,  the  commercial  intercourse  of  the 
two  countries:  and  that  he  would,  moreover,  be 
disposed  to  extend  the  experiment  of  a  friendly 
negotiation  to  every  point  of  difference  and  of 
mutual  interest  between  them.  If,  indeed,  in  the 
event  of  a  successful  termination  of  what  relates 
to  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake,  it  be  thought  that 
a  removal  of  the  diflfculties  arising  from  the 
Orders  in  Council  might  be  facilitated  by  com- 
prehending them  in,  a  general  negotiation,  and 
the  operation  of  the  orders  can  in  the  meantime 
be  suspended,  the  door  might  be  considered  as 
immediately  open  to  that  course  of  proceeding. 

To  such  a  suspension  no  reasonable  objection 
can  be  made,  if,  as  you  have  stated,  the  Orders  in 
Council,  as  now  modified,  leave  the  trade  of  the 
United  States  nearly  as  great  as  it  would  be  tvith- 
out  the  existence  of  such  orders,  so  long  as  France 
and  the  other  Powers  shall  <;ontinue  their  decrees; 
and  inasmuch  att  a  discontinuance  of  their  decrees, 
by  tliosp  Powers,  confessedly  requires  an  imme- 
diate and  entire  revocation  of  the  Orders  in 
Coancil. 


That  a  suspension  of  the  orders,  with  a  view  of 
their  being  brought  into  a  general  nesotiatioo,  u 
more  reasonable  than  a  temporary  submissioo  to 
tlieir  authority  by  the  United  Slates,  with  thu 
view,  is  obvious  from  the  reflection,  that  sacb  i 
submission  would  necessarily  involve  a  relio- 

?[uishment  of  the  principle  which  they  havestcad- 
astly  asserted ;  whereas,  a  discontinuance  of  the 
Orders  in  Council,  in  the  present  actual  sute  of 
things,  would  not  be  incompatible  with  the  pni- 
ciple  on  which  they  were  originally  foanded. 

This  principle  was,  as  you  well  know,  the  ne- 
cessity of  retaliating,  through  neutrals,  iojoria 
received  through  a  violation  of  their  rij^hts  bf 
another  belligerent.  In  the  actual  state  of  thiof. 
and  under  the  actual  modification  of  the  Orden 
in  Council  produced  by  it,  it  is  admitted  bf  jos 
that  the  orders  have  no  practicaleffect  in  abridf* 
ing  the  commerce  of  neutrals,  and  caa  of  count 
have  no  retaliating  effect  on  the  other  belligerefits. 

Although  it  cannot  be  allowed  to  be  true  tins 
the  Orders  in  Council  are  no  longer  ipjuriov^td 
the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  it  iscertaiaiT 
true  that  they  produce  no  degree  of  injury  lo  tbt 
enemies  of  Great  Britain  that  can  counieiUBK 
the.  retaliating  plea  alleged  in  support  of  them. 

What,  permit  me  to  ask,  is  the  degree  of  unary 
actually  accruing  to  the  enemies  of  Qreat  Brit- 
ain from  her.  retaliating  orders?'  AccordiDgtc 
those  orders,  as  now  modified,  and  more  especiiUy 
taking  intoview  along  with  ihein  the  prohibuory 
law  of  this  countrv  in  relation  to  France,  the  o* 
sential  difference  between  their  repeal  aod  tbar 
existence  consists  in  this :  that,  in  the  case  of  their 
repeal,  as  pledged  by  the  arrangement  of  April,  itit 
trade  of  the  United  States  mieht  be  carried  oa 
directly  with  the  ports  of  Holland;  while  dur- 
ing, their  existence,  as  at  present,  it  ii  to  be  ar- 
ri^  on  through'  the  contiguous  and  neighbotlDf 
ports. 

To  yoqr  own  calculations,  sir, I  submit,'^** 
ther  the  inconsiderable  effisct  of  this  circuit  ootkj 
prices  in  Holland,  and  in  the  countries  ioppli^ 
through  her,  can  any  longer  sustain  the  plet « 
inflicting  distress  on  ah  en^my,  or  palliate  tltt 
injuries  done  to  a  friend  hy  a  proceeding  so  coi* 
trary  to  his  sentiments  of  justice,  and  which  s«»^ 
jects  his  regular  commence  trot  only  to  incoDT^ 
nient  channels,  but  to  all  the  abuses  which  tff 
result  from  the  suspicions,  real  or  pretended,^ 
interested  cruisers.  You  cannot. but  be  seB«»* 
that  a  perseverance,  under  such  circumstances, 
in  a  system  which  cannot  be  explained  bpi^ 
avowed  object,  would  force  an  explantiioa  Jf 
some  object  not  avowed.  What  object  mighjb^ 
considered  as  best  explaining  it.  is  an  inquiry  ij^i 
which  I  do  not  permit  myselt  to  enter,  fur|M 
than  to  remark  that,  in  relation  to  the  Uonw 
States,  it  must  b;e  an  illegitimate  object. 

It  remains  to  make  a  few  observations,  wbitf 
are  due  to  the  just  interests  of  the  United  Sui^ 
and  which  are  invited  by  yours  relating  to  tD^ 
Order  in  Council  of  May  last. 

You  seem  to  consider  that  measure  as  compr^ 
ing  the  utmost  precaution  that  was  in  the  pof» 
of  His  Britannic  Majesty  to  take,  for  prevenuaj 
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losses,  from  his  disavowal  of  the  en^gement  of 
yoar  predecessor  to  citizens  of  the  Uaited  States 
whonad  resumed  their  commercial  parsnitson 
the  faith  of  that  act. 

Without  entering  into  a  full  view  of  the  inad- 
equacy of  the  order  in  that  respect,  I  take  the  lib- 
ertjr  of  pointing  oat  the  following  instances  in 
'which  it  falls  essentially  short  of  its  declared 
intention: 

1.  The  order  does  not  provide  for  the  import- 
ant case  of  vessels  returning  with  cargoes  from 
the  ports  of  Holland. 

2.  The  exemption  froip  interruption  of  vessels 
bound  from  the  United  States  to  Holland  was 
restricted  by  that  order  to  such  as  should  have 
departed  prior  to  the  20th  July:  at  which  date  it 
is  not  certain  that  the  order,  which  was  not  offlr 
cially  communicated  until  the  Slst  of  that  month, 
bad  even  reached  any  one  point  of  the  United 
Btates.  So  that  some  vessels  may  have  sailed 
between  the  limited  date  and  the  arrival  of  the 
order  in  the  United  States;  and  many  from  dis- 
tant ports  must  have  done  so  after  its  arrival,  but 
before  a  knowledge  of  it  had  beco^ie  general — all 
proceeding  on  the  faith  of  the  arrangement,  yet 
all  left  by  the  ord^r  exposed  to  capture  and  con- 
demnation. 

3.  The  order  does  not  provide  for  the  import-, 
ant  ease  of  vessels  which  had  sailed  on  the  like 
faith  for  Dutch  ports,  other  than  those  of  Holland. 

4.  It  does  not  include  in  its  provisions  the  ex- 
tensive list  of  vessels  going  indirec^tly  from  the 
United  States,  but  directly  from  foreign  ports  to 
those  of  Holland,  nor  vessels  trading  entirely  from 
foreign  ports  to  Holland;  and,  m  both  these 
instances,  proceeding  on  the  faith  of  the  arninge'- 
meiit  professed  to  be  respected  within  the  defined 
period* 

It  is  true,  that  in  these  last  instances,-  the  ves- 
sels were  not  to  be  captured  without  an  attempt, 
aftet  contrary  warning,  to  proceed  to  those  ports. 
But,!  need  not  remind  yon  that  the  injdrias  inci- 
dent to  the  delay  and  to  the  breaking  up  of  such 
voyages  cannot  but  have  been  considerable,  and 
frill  have  fesulted  as  maiiifestly  from  the  disap- 
pointed faith  in  the  arrangement,  as  in  the  cases 
specially  provided  for ;  and,  coiiseouently,  with 
at!  other  losses  fairly  resulting  from  the  same  bona 
^/S(/e. confidence  in  thai -act,  they  will  fall  within 
the  jost  indemnification  for  which  the  pcinciple 
assumed  in  the  order  is  a  formal  pledge.     ^ 

I  conclude,  sir,  with  pressing  on  your  candid 
attention  that  the  least  which  the  President  could 
bare  looked  ibt  in  consequence  of  the  disavowal 
of  a  transaction  such  as  was  concluded  by  your 
predecessor,  and  carried  faithfully  into  effect  by 
this  Government,  was  an  explanation  from  yours 
of  the  disavowal,  not  throngh  the  Minister  disa- 
ftrwed,  but  through  his  successor — an  explanation 
founded  on  reasons str^dng  and  solM  in  themselves, 
and  presented  neither  verbally  nor  vaguelv,  but 
in  a  lorm  comporting  with  the  occasion  and  with 
the  respect  doe  to  the  character  and  the  good 
faith  of  the  disappointed  party ;  that  it  has  been 
found,  with  mnch  concern,  and  with  not  less  sur- 
pnse,  that  yon  are  charged  with  no  such  expla- 


nations ;  that  yon  have  apparently  wished  to 
bring  the  subjects,  which  have  been  formally  and 
definitively  arranged,  into  fresh  negotiation,  as  if 
no  such  arrangement  had  taken  place ;  that  one 
of  the  cases  thus  slighted,  viz:  that  of  the  frigate 
Chesapeake,  is  a  case  for  which  reparation,  not 
denied  to  be  due,  had  been  previously  so  long  with- 
held, or  rather  in  Which  the  aggression  itself  has 
been  spun  but  to  the  present  moment  by  the  con- 
tinued detention  of  the  mariners,  whose  seizure 
(making  a  part  of  the  hpstility  committed  against 
the  American  frigate)  most  be  regarded  in  a  lisht 
analogous  to  a  continued  detention  of  the  ship 
itself;  that,  in  the  other  case,  viz:  thatof  the  Or- 
ders in  Council,  you  are  not  authorized  to  tender 
explanations,  for  the  disavowal,  or  to  propose  any 
new  arrangement,  or  to  conclude  any  agreement, 
but  solely  to  receive  and  discuss  proposals  which 
might  be  made  to  yc^u:  not  concealing,  at  the 
same  time^  that,  to  be  satisfactory,  they*  must 
inclnde  two  conditions — both  inadmissible'^one 
altogether  irrelevant  to  the  subject,  and  the  other 
requiring  nothing  less  than  a  surrender  of  an 
unalienable  function  of  the  national  sovereignty. 

Notwithstanding  these  repulsive  considerations, 
such  is  the  disposition  of  tne  President  to  facili- 
tate a  final  and  comprehensive  accomnbodiation 
between  the  two  nations,  that  he  is  ready,  as  I 
have  already  had  the  honor  of  signifying  to  yon, 
to  favor  any  mode  of  bringing  about  so  happy  an 
event  thattipijr  be  found  consistent  witl^  the  honor 
and  the  essential  interest  of  the  United  States.  ^ 
I  have  the  hdnor  to  be,  dbc. 

R.  SMITH. 

Hon.  F.  J.  Jackson,  &c,    . 

A.^ — Extract  ofvA  letter  firom  Mr.  Pinkney  to  Mr.  Can- 
ning, dated 
LonDON,  October  10, 1808. 

At  our  first  interview  (on  the  29th  of  June) 
verbal  communication  was  not  discountenanced, 
but  commended;  for^  after  Ihad  made  niyself 
understood  as  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  inter- 
view had  been  requester,  you  askeil  if  I  thought 
of  taking  a  more  formal  course,  but  immediately 
added  that  you  presumed  I  did  not ;  for,  that  the 
course  I  had  adopted  was  well  suited  to  the  occa- 
sion. My  reply  was.  in  substance,  that  the  free- 
dom of  conversatipa  was  better  adapted  to  our 
subject,  and  more  likely  to  conduct  us  to  an  ad- 
vanta|;eous  conclusion,  than  the  constraint  and 
formality  of  written  intercourse;  and  that  I  ha^ 
not  intended  to  present  a  note. 

At  the  second  interview,  (on  the  22d  of  July,) 
it  did  not  occur  to  me  that  I  had  any  reason  to 
<^onclude,  and  certainly  I  did  not  conclude,  that 
verbal  comiuunioation  had  not  continued^  to  be 
acceptable,  as  a  preparatory  course ;  and  it  was 
not  until  the  third  interview  (on  the  29th  July) 
that  it  was  rejected  as  inadmissible. 

B.— Extract— Mr.  Canning  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  dated 
November  22, 1808. 
It  is  highly  probable  that  I  did  not  (as  you  say 
I  did  not)  assign  to  you,  as  the  motive  of  the  with 
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which  I  then  expressed,  my  persuasion  that  writ- 
ten coinmunicatioDs  are  less  liable  to  mistake  than 
Terbal  ones,  because  that  consideration  is  suffi- 
.  ci^nily  obvious,  and  because  the  whole  course  and 
practice  of  office  is.  in  that  respect,  so  established 
and  invariable,  that  I  really  could  not  have  sup^ 
posed  the  assignment  of  any  specific  motive  to  be 
necessary  to  account  for  my  requiring  a  written 
statement  of  your  proposals  previous  to  my  return- 
ing an  official  di^swer  to  them. 

1  had  taken  for  granted  all  along  tbat  such  would 
and  such  must  be  the  ultimate  proceeding  on  your 
part^  however  you  might  wish  to  prepare  the  way 
for  It  by  preliminary  conversations; 


C— Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Erakine  to  Mr.  Smltli, 
dated 

Washingtom,  July^  31, 1809. 
Neither  the  present  time  nor  the  occasion  will 
Afford  me  a  favorable  opportunity  for  ezplaininff 
to  you  the  grounds  and  ,reasoos  upon  which  I 
conceived  I  had  conformed  to  His  Majesty's 
wishes,  and  to  the  spirit,  at  least,  ^f  my  instruc- 
iioos  upon  the  subject;  nor  indeed  would  any 
▼indication  of  my  conduct  (whatever  I  may  have 
to  offer)  be  of  any  importance,  furth^er  than  as  it 
might  tend  to  show  that  no  intention  existed  on 
4By  part  to  practise  any  deception  towards  the 
Government  of  the  United  States. 

From  the  same  to  tiie  same,  dated 

August  14, 1809. 
Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  fioding 
that  I  could  not  obtain  the  recognitions  specified 
in  Mr.  Canning's  despatch  of  the  23d  of  January,- 
(which  formed  but  one  part  of  his  instructions  to 
me,)  in  the  formal  manner  required,  I  considered 
that  it  would  be  in  vain  to  lay  befor^  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  the  despatch  in 
question,  which  I  was  at  liberty  to  have  done  in 
extemo,  nad  I  thought  proper.  But  as  I  had  such 
strong  grounds  for  believing  thai  the  object  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  could  be  attained, 
thou|^h  in  a  different  manner,  and  the  spirit,  at 
least,  of  my  several  letters  of  instructions  be  fully 
complied  with,  I  felt  a  thorough  conviction  upon 
my  mind  that  I  should  be  acting  in  conformity 
with  His  Majesty's  wishes;  and  accordingly  con- 
cluded the  (ate  provisional  agreement,  on  His 
Majesty's  behalf,  with  the  Grovernment  of  the 
United  States.  , 

s  The  disavowal  by  His  Majesty  is  a  painful 
proof  to  me  that  I  had  formed  an  erroneous  judg* 
ment  of  His  Majesty's  views  and  the  intention  of 
my  instructions;  and  1  have  most  severely  to 
lament  that  an  act  of  mine,  though  unintention- 
ally, should  produce  any  embarrassment  in  the 
relations  between  the  two  countries. 


No.  9. 
Mr.  JackMo  to  the  Seeratery  of  Stale. 

Waabington,  October  23, 1809. 
Sir:  The  letter  which  you  did  me  the  honor 
CO  address  to  me  on  the  19tn  instant  was  delivered 


to  me  on  the  following  day«  I  shall,  without  Ion 
of  time,  transmit  it  to  my  Court,  where  tbevt- 
rious  and  important  considerations  which  iteia- 
braces  will  receive  the  attention  due  to  then. 
In  the  interval  I  would  he^  leave  to  suhmit  to 
you  the  followiiig  observations,  at  they  arise  oat 
of  thecommimications  that  have  already  oecurrei 
between  us. 

In  fulfilling  a  duty  which  I  conceive  to  be  due 
to  my  public  character,  I  have  never  suggested,  not 
meant  to  suggest,  that  the  mode  of  negolittiig 
prescribed  by  you  on  this  particular  oceasioa- 
an  occasion  selected  ibr  the  purpose  of  reiaoTiBg 
existing  diffi^reaces — was  otherwise objectiootUc, 
than  as  it  appeared  to  me  to  be  lees  calculated,  tbu 
it  does  to  you,  to  answer  the  professed  parpoK  of 
our  negotiation.. 

It  was  against  the  general  principle,  of  debu^ 
ring  a  foreien  Minister,  in  the  short  space  of  ok 
week  after  his  arrival,  and  without  anv  preiiov 
n)isunderstandIog  with  him,  from  all  penofiil 
intercourse,  that  I  thought  it  right  to  prolM. 
Since,  however,  I  find  by  your  letter  that  it  ii 
not  intended  to  apply  that  principle  to  me,  1  wi 
only  observe  thait,  in  ihe  case  which  you  bmi- 
tion  to  have  occurred  between  Mr.  Ctoinif 
and  Mr.  Pinkney,  the  conferences  were  held  u* 
der  an  expectation,  at  least  on  the  *  part  of  the 
ftormer,  of  their  leading  to  a  written  comniii- 
cation ;  whereas,  in  ours,  I,  from  the  hegkmai, 
stated  that  I  had  no  such  communication  taiDskt 
There  is  ai^o  this  essential  difference  betwMn 
the  two  cases ;  that  Mr.  Pinkney  was  ckarjted  to 
convey  an  inportaat  |>roposal  to  His  fiiajeetfH 
Government^  the  particulaiv  of  which  it  nipt 
b^  very  material  to  have  correctly  stated,  ww 
the  object  of  that  part  of  my  converfiltoa,  lo 
which  you  seem  to  attach  the  most  importsoe^i 
was  to  say  that  I  was  not  cbarg^  to  mike  say 
proposal  whatever. 

It  could  not  enter  into  my  view  to  wit^bsU 
from^you  an  exj[>lanation,  merely  became  it  W 
been  ^already  given,  but  because,  haviBg  been 
so  given,  I  could  not*  imagine,  until  infonasdbf 
you.  that  a  repetition -of  it. would  be  requiredit 
my  hands,  t  am  quite  certain  that  HisMsjei^ 
Government,  leaving  complied  with  what  vts 
considered  |o  be  the  substantial  duty  impcM^ 
upoii  it  on  this  occasion,  would,  had  this  b«i 
foreseen,  have  added  to  the  proofs  of  coocdiit«T 
good  faith  already  manifested,  the  further  tea* 
placancy  to  the  wishes  of  the  United  Statei, « 
adopting  the  form  of  communication  mostagn^ 
able  to  them,  and  of  giving,  through  me,  thetf* 
planation  iq  question.  I  we,  th^elbre,  aohtf* 
itation  in  informing  you  that  His  M^esty  was 
pleased  to  disavow  the  agreement  ooneludedk* 
tweaa  you  and  Mr.  Erskine,  because  it  ivas  cos- 
eluded  in  violation  of  that  gentleman's  iastrae- 
tions,  and  altogether  without  authority  «>  t^ 
scribe  to  the  terms  of  it.  These  instraetionS)  1 
now  understand  by  your  letter,  as  well  as  from 
the  obvious  deduction  which  I  took  the  liberty 
of  making  in  mine  of  the  11th  instant,  ware,  s( 
the  time,  in  substance,  made  known  to  yoo;  ■<> 
stronger  illustn^tion,  therefore,  can  be  givta  oi 
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ike  deyiatioD  from  tbem  which  ocourred)  than 
by  a  reference  Co  the  terinfl  of  your  affreem«nt. 

Noffain^  ca»  \e  more  notorious  than  the  fre- 
quency with  which,  in  the  oourse  of  a  compli- 
eated  negotiatioiti,  ministers  are  furnished  with  a 
gradation  of  conditions,  on  which  they  may  be 
successively  authorized  to  conclude.  So  com- 
mon is  the  case  which  you  put  b'ypothetically, 
Hiat,  in  acceding  to  the  justice  of  vour  statepient, 
I  feel  myself  impelled  to  make  only  one  observa- 
tion upon  it,  which  is,  that  it  does' not  strike  me 
as  bearing  upon  the  consideration  of  tiie  un^ 
authorized  agreement  concluded  here,  inasmuch 
as,  in  point  of  fact,  Mr^  Erskine  had  no  such 
graduated  instruction.  You  are  alreadv  acquaint- 
ed with  that  which  was  given,  and  I  have  had 
the  honor  of  informing  you  that  it  wasjhe  only 
one  by  which,  the  conditions  on  which  he  was  to 
conclude  were  prescribed.  So  fat  from  the  terms 
irhich  he  was  actually  induced  to  accept  having 
been  contemplated  in  that  instruction,  he  himself 
slates  that  they  were  substituted  by  you  in  lieu 
of  those  originally  proposed. 

It  may,  perhaps,  be  satisfactory  that  I  should  say 
here  that  t  most  willingly  subscribe,  on  this  oc- 
casion, to  the  highly  respectable  authority  which 
jou  have  quoted,  and  I  join  issue  with  you  upon 
the  essentials  which  that  authority  requires  to 
constitute  a  right  to  disavow  the  act  of  a  public 
Minuter. 

U  it  nst  immaterial  to  observe  on  tfaa  quaHfi- 
catioa  contaii>€d  in  the  passage  you  have  quoted, 
as  it  implies  the  case  of  a  Minister  concluding  in 
▼irtue  of  a  full  power;  to  this  it  would  suffice  to 
answer  that  Mr.  Erskine  had  no  full  power;  and 
his  act,  consequently,  does  not  come  within  the 
laoge  of  your  quotation,  aUhough  it  cannot  be 
forgotten  that  the  United  States  have,  at  no  very 
distant  period,  most  freely  exercised  the  right  of 
-withholding  their  ratification  from  even  the  au- 
thorized act  of  their  own  diplomatic  agents,  done 
aader  the  avowed  sanction  of  a  full  power. 

I  conceive  that  what  has  been  already  said  es- 
tablishes, beyond  the  reach  of  doubt  or  contro- 
rersy,  that  His  Majesty's  Minister  did  violate  his 
iostructioDs,  and  the  consequent  right  in  His 
Majesty  to  disavow  an  act  so  concluded.  That 
His  Majesty  had  strong  and  solid  reasons  forso 
doing  will  appear,  not  only  from  bis  instructions 
haviag  been  violate<i,  hut  from  the  circumstance 
that  the  violation  of  them  involved  the  sacrifice 
of  a  great  system  of  policy,  deliberately  adopted 
aad  acted  upon  in  just  and  necessary  retaliation 
of  the  unprecedented  modes  of  hostility  fesorled 
to4>y  his  enemy. 

There  appears  to  have  prevailed,  tbrouffhout 
the  whole  of  this  transaction,  a  fundamental  mis- 
take, iVhich  would  suggest  that  His  Majesty  had 
proposed  to  propitiate  the  Gpverameat  of  the 
United  States,  in  order  to  induce  it  to  consent  to 
the  renewal  of  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  two  countries ;  as  if  such  had  been  the 
relations  between  Great  Britain  and  America, 
that  the  advantages  of  tint  intercourse  were 
wholly  on  the  side  of  the  former,  and*  as  if,  in 
any  ariaogementj  whether  eommeraiei  or  politi- 


cal, His  Majesty  eould  condescend  to  bai'ter  ob- 
jects of  national  policy  aad  dignity  for  permts- 
$ioB  to  trade  with  another  country. 

Without  minutely  calculating  what  may  he 
the  degree  of  pressure  felt  at  Paris  by  the  difier- 
enoe  in  the  price  of  goods  whether  landed  St 
Havre  or  at  Hamburg,  I  will,  in  my  turn,  appeal 
to  your  judgment,  sir,  whether  it  be  not  a  strong 
and  solid  reason,  worthy  to  guide  the  councils  of 
a  great  atid  powerful  monarch,  to  set  bounds  to 
that  spirit  of  encroachment  and  universal  domio- 
ion  which  would  bend  all  things  to  its  own  stand- 
ard ?  Is  it  nothing,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
world,  when  the  agents  of  France  suthoritatively 
announce  to  their  victims  "  that  Eurbpe  is  sub- 
mitting and  surrendering  by  degrees,"  that  the 
world  should  know  that  there  is  a  nation  whieh, 
by  that  divine  goodness^  so  strongly  appealed  to 
in  the  paper  to  which  I  allude,"^  is  enabled  tofat- 
stfy  the  assertfon?  Is  it  not  important,  at  such 
a  moment,  thai  Burope  aad  America  should  be 
convinced  that^  from  whatever  country  honorable 
and  manly.resistanee  to  sosh  a  spirit  may  have 
been  banished,  it  will  sfilt  he  found  in  the  Sov^ 
ereign  of  the  British  nation  and  in  the  hearts  of 
his  safajeets? 

As  to  the  preoaations  taken  in  England  to  in- 
sure firom  injury,  upon  this  oceasion,  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  and  which  sm^ar  to  you  to 
be  even  yet  ibsufficient,  I  am  conndent  that,  in 
every  doubtful  case,  the'  usual  liberality  of  our 
tritoaals  will  be  exercised  in  d^evminmjg  ifpon 
the  circumstances  of  it;  and  U  was  at  Mr.  Pink- 
ney^  express  requisition  that  addhional  instruc- 
tions were  given  to  the  commanders  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's ships  of  War  aad  privateers  to  extend  to 
vessels,  trading  to  the  colonies,  plantations,  and 
settlements  of  Holland,  the  same  exemption  from 
capture  aad  molestation  as  was  granted  to  vessels 
saUtog  for  an^  of  the  ports  of  Holland. 

On  the  subject  of  return  cargoes  fVom  these 
ports,  I  must  observe,  that,  although  it  was  iti- 
tended  to  prevent,  as  far  as  was  practicable,  the 
inconveniences  Ukdy  to  be  created  bv  the  un- 
authorized agreement  made  here  in  April  last, 
yet  it  was  not  and  could  not  be  intended  to  ob- 
viate all  possible  inconveniences;  even  such  as 
might  have  arisen  if  no  such  agreement  had  ever 
been  made. 

If  an  Aineriean  vessel  had  sailed  from  America 
for  Hdlaod  iik  time  of  profound  peace,  or  in  time 
of  war,  the  ports  of  Holland  not  being  at  the  date 
of  sailing  under  blockade,  it  might  yet  have  hap*' 
pened  that,  ia  the  period  between  the  commence- 
ment of  such  voyaffs  and  the  arrival  of  the  ves- 
sel at  the  port  of  destination,  a  blockade  might 
have  been  established  before  that  port.  The  ves- 
sel arriving  would,  in  that  case,  have  been  warned 
not  to  enter  the  port,  and  would  have  been  turned 
away  with  the  loss  of  the  whole  object  of  the 
voyage.  This  would  be  no  extraordinary  hard- 
ship, and  would  ^fiford  no  legitimate  ground  of 
complaint. 

The  Order  in  Conacil  is  faf  less  strict  thaa 
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Buch  a  blockade  would  be,  forasmuch  as  it  pro- 
vides for  the  oHgiual  voyage,  commenced  ia  ex- 
pectation of  being  admitted  to  the  port  of  desti- 
nation, by  permitting  the  eiitry  into  the  ports  of 
Holland ;  and  it  is  no  just  ground  of  complaint 
that  it  does  not  superadd  to  that  peraaiission  the 
liberty  to  re-export  a  cargo  of  the  enemy's  goods 
or  produce. 

I  beg  leave  briefly  to  recapitulate  the  substance 
of  what  I  h&ve  had  the  honor  to  convey  to  you, 
as  well  in  verl>al,  as  in  written  communications. 

1  have  informed  you  of  the  reasons  of  His 
Majesty's  disavowal  of  the  agreement  so  often 
mentioned ;  I  have  shown  them,  in  obedience  to 
the  authority  which  you  have  quoted,  to  be  both 
strong  and  solid,  and  such  as  to  outweigh,  in  the 
judgment  of  His  Majesty's  Grovernment,  every 
other  consideration  which  you  have  contem- 
plated ;  I  have  shown  that  that  agreement  was 
not  concluded  in  virtue  of  a  full  power,  and  that 
the  instiEUctions  given  on  the  occasion  were 
violated. 

Beyond  this  point  of  explanation,  which  was 
supposed  tahave  been  attained,  but  which  is  now 
given,  bv  the  present  letter,  in  the  form  under- 
stood to  be  most  agreeiable  to  the  American  Gov- 
ernment, my  instructions  are  proapective ;  they 
look  to  substituting  for  notions  of  good  under- 
standing, erroneously  entertained,  practical  stip- 
lUations  on  which  a  real  reconciltation  of  all  dif- 
ferences may  be  substantially  founded ;  and  they 
authorize  me  not  to  renew  proposals  which  have 
already  been  declared  here  to  be  onacceptable, 
but  to  receive  and  discuss  any  proposal  made  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  and'  eventually  to 
conclude  a  convention  betw^n  the  two  countries. 
It  is  not,  of  course,  intended  to  call  upon  me  to 
state  as  a  preliminary  to  negotiation  what  is  the 
whole  extedt  of  these  instrhctions ;  they  must,  as 
I  have  before  said,  remain  subject  to  my  owndis-. 
cretion,  until  I  am  enabled  to  apply  them"  to  the 
overtures  which  .1  may  have  the  honor  of  re- 
ceiving from  you. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  sir, 
your  most  obedient  servant. 

F.  J.  JACKSON. 


No.  10. 
Mr.  Jackson  to  the  Becretaiy  of  Sute. 

Wasbinoton,  October  27 f  1809. 
Sir  :  Finding  by  your  letter  of  ihe  19th  in- 
stant, that,  notwithstanding  the  frequent  state- 
ments maae  by  me,  in  our  conferences,  of  the 
terms  of  satbfaction  which  I  am  empowered  to 
offer  to  this  country  for  the  unauthorized  attack 
made  by  one  of  His  Majesty's  ships  of  war  upon 
the  frigate  of  the  United  States,  the  Chesapeake, 
1  have  not  had  the  good  fortune  to  make  myself 
distinctly  understood  by  you,  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose  herewith  a  paper  of  memoranda,  con^' 
Uining  the  conditions,  on  the  basis  of  which  I  am 
ready  to  proceed  to  draw  up  with  you  the  neces- 
sary official  documents  in  the  form  proposed  in 
my  letter  of  the  11th  instant,  or  in  any  other 
form  upoa  which  we  may  hertal^  agree. 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  lir, 
your  most  obedient,  hqmble  servant. 

F,  J.  JACKSON. 

Hon.  Robert  Smith,  Ac. 

[Enclosed  in  Mr.  Jackson's  letter  of  Oct  87, 1809.] 

The  President's  proclamation  of  July,  1W7, 
prohibiting  to  British  ships  of  war  the  eotraoce 
into  the  harbors  of  the  United  States,  bariog 
been  annulled.  His  Majesty  is  willing  to  restore 
the  seamen  taken  out  of  the  Chesapeake,  oq  r^ 
serving  to  himself  a  right  to  claim  in  a  regaiar 
way,  bv  application  to  the  American  Oorenh 
ment,  tne  discharge  of  such  of  them  (if  aoy)  u 
shall  be  proved  to  be  either  natural  born  subjects 
of  His  Majesty,  or  deserters  from  His  Majesty^ 
service. 

His  Majesty  is  willing  to  make  a  provision  for 
the  families  of  such  men  as  were  slain  on  board 
the  Chesapeake,  in  conseq  uence  of  the  UDautho^ 
ized  attack  upon  that  frigate,  provided  that  sack 
bounty  shall  not  be  extended  to  the  family  of  aof 
man  wha  shall  have  been  either  a  natural  bon 
subject  of  His  Majesty,  or  a  deserter  from  Hit 
Majesty's  service.  .  , 

No.  11. 

Mr.  Smith  to  Mr.  Jackson. 
Dbpartmemt  op  State,  Nov.  1, 1809. 

Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  which  fti 
duly  received,  would^ave  been  sooner  acknow- 
ledged, had  I  ;iot  by  sickness  been  rendered  for 
several  days  utterly  unfit  for  business. 

Although  the  delay  and  the  apparent  reloe- 
tance  in  specifying  the  grounds  of  the 'disa?ow«l 
of  thCarrabgementf  with  respect  to  the  Orders  in 
Council,  do  not  correspond  with  the  eoorse  of 
proceeding  deemed  most  becoming  the  oecasion; 
yet,  as  the  explanation  has  at  length  beea  thas 
made,  it  only  remains,  as  to  that  part  nf  the  ditt- 
vowed  arrangement,  to  recfret  that  such  cooside^ 
attons  should  have  been  allowed,  to  outweigh  tke 
scflid  objections  tb  the  disavowal ;  it  being  llnde^ 
stood,  at  the  same  time,  that  His  Britannic  Mt- 
jesty  perseveres  in  requiring,  as  indispensible 
conditions  on  the  part  of  tlie  United  States,  ti 
entire  reltnauishment  of  the  right  to  trade  witk 
enemy's  colonies,  and  also  a  permission  to  tbe 
Britisn  navy  t6'  aid  in  executing  a  law  of  Coi- 
gress — pretensions  which  cannot  but  render  abo^ 
tive  all  proposals  whatever  upon  this  sobjec), 
whether  made  by  the  United  States  or  bf  Hi> 
Britannic  Majesty. 

Whilst  you  have  deemed  it  proper  to  offer  tf 
explanation  with  respect  to  the  disavowal  of  one 
part  of  the  arrangement,  Imust  remind  yon  that 
there  is  not  to  be  found  in  vour  letter  any  lik^ 
specification  of  the  reasons  for  the  disavowal,  nor 
particularly  is  it  shown  that  the  instructions  were 
violated,  as  to  the  other  patt,  viz.^  the  case  of  the 
Chesapeake  9  the  case  in  which,  in  an  especitl 
manner,  an  explanation  was  required,  and  in 
which  only  you  professed  to  have  aothoritf  to 
make  to  this  Government  any  overtures. 

For  the  first  time  it  it  now  diselosed  chat  tht 
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sabjects  arranged  with  this  GoyerDment  bv  your 
predecessor  are  held  to  be  not  within  toe  au- 
thority of  a  Minister  PlenipoteDtiary,  and  that 
not  having  had  a  "  full  power  distinct  from  that 
authority,  his  transactions  on  those  subjects 
might,  of  right,  be  disavowed  by  his  Qovern- 
ment."  This  disclosure,  so  cpntrary  to  every 
antecedent  supposition  and  just  inference,  gives 
a  new  aspect  to  this  business.  If  the  authority 
of  your  predecessor  did  not  embrace  the  subjects 
in  question,  so  as  to  bind  his  Government,  it  ne- 
cessarily follows,  that  the  only  credentials  yet 
presented  by  you^  being  the  same  with  those  pre- 
sented by  htm,  give  you  no  authority  to  bind  it; 
and  that  the  exhibition  of  a  "full  power"  for  that 
purpose,  such  as  you  doubtless  are  furnished  with^. 
IS  become  an  indispensable  preliminary  to, further 
De^tiation ;  or,  to  speak  more  strictly,  was  re- 
quired, in  the  first  instance,  by  the  view  of  the 
matter  now  disclosed  by  you.  Negotiation,  with- 
out this  preliminary,  would  not  only  be  a  de- 
parture from  the  principle  of  equality,  which  is 
the  essential  basis  of  it,  but  would,  moreover,  be 
a  disregard  of  the  precautions  ana  of  the  self' 
respect  enjoined  on  the  attention  of  the  United 
Stated  by  the  circumstances  which  have  hitherto 
taken  place. 

I  need  scarcely  add,  that  in  the  full  power 
alluded  to,  as  a  preliminary  to  negotiation,  is  not 
intended  to  be  included  either  the  whole  extent 
or  any  part  of  your  instructions  for  the  exercise 
of  it.  ThesCj  of  course,  as-  you  have  justly  re- 
marked, remain  subject  to  your  own^  discretion. 

I  abstain,  sir,  from  roakins  any  particular  ani- 
madversions on  several  irrelevant  and  improper 
allusions  in  your  letter,  not  at  all  comporting 
with  the  professed  disposition  to  adjust^  in  an 
amicable  manner,  the  dilTerences  unhappily  sub- 
sisting bet.weeh  the  two  countries.  But  it  would 
be  improper  to  conclude  the  few  observations,  to 
which  I  purposely  limit  myself,  without  advert- 
ing to  your  repetition  of  a  language  implying  a 
knowledge,  on  the  part  of  this  Government,  that 
the  instroctions  of  your  predecessor  did  not  au- 
thorize the  arrangement  formed  by  him.  After 
the  explicit  and  peremptory  asseveration  that  this 
Government  had  no  such  knowledge,  and  that 
with  such  a  knowledge  no  such  arrangement 
would  have  been  entered  into,  the  view  which 
jon  have  again  presented  of  the  subject,  makes 
It  my  dutjT  to  apprize  you  that  such  insinuations 
are  inadmissible  in  the  intercourse  of  a  foreign 
Minister  with  a  Government  that  understands 
what  H  owes  to  itself.    I  have  the  honor„d>c. 

R.  SMITH. 

Hon.  F.  J.  Jackson,  ^. 

No.  12. 
Mr.  lackson  to  the  Secretary  of  €ltate. 

Washinotoh,  November  4, 1809. 
Sir:  When  I  forwarded  to  my  Court  your  let- 
ter of  the  19th  ultimo,  and  the  answer  which  I 
rctHf  ned  to  it,  I  imagined,  and  I  may  add  I  hoped, 
that  %he  retrospective  oorrevpondence,  into  which 
you  thought  it  nec^uary  to  enter  with  me,  had 


been  closed.  You  will,  no  doubt,  recollect  with 
what  reluctance  I  acquiesced  in  your  intimation 
on  this  bead;  not,  as  I  believe  has  been  seen, 
from  any  difficulty  in  maintaining  the  justice  of 
the  cause  which  is  entrusted  to  me.,  but  because  I 
was  and  still  am  of  opinion  that  this  sort  of  cor- 
respondence is  not  calculated  to  remove  differ- 
ences and  soothe  irritations  of  the  most  unfortu- 
nate tendency.  As,  however,  I  had  no  choice 
but  to  renounce,  for  the  present,  the  hope  of 
effectuating  this  aesirable  object,  or  to  pursue  it 
in  the  manner  prescribed  in  your  letter  of  the  9th 
ultimo,  so  I  am  now  unwillingly  compelled  to 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  another  letter 
from  you,  under  date  of  the  Ist  in9tant,  which 
but  too  strongly  confirms  the  opinion  I  before 
entertained. 

Since,  sir,  it  has  been  jud^^ed  expedient  to  con- . 
fine  to  a  written  form  this  important  attil  inter- 
esting discussion;  since  that  mode  has  been 
declared  by  you  tpbe  indispensable,  I  will  first 
appeal  to  the  written  comikiunications  which 
have  passed  between  us;  and  I  do  this  with  the 
greater  satisfaction,  because  1  consider  it  to  be 
the  chief  cause  of  the  present  remarkable  state  of 
things,  that  in  speaking  of  engagements  con- 
tracted or  supposed  to  have  been  (contracted  be^ 
tween  the  two  countries,  understandings  or  im- 
plied'engagements  have  been  allowed  to  take 
place  of  wcitten  compacts,  and  have  been  con- 
sidered, in  some  instances,  as  having  the  same 
validity.  It  is,  furthermore,  necessary  to  place 
in  the  most  unequivocal  light  a  topic,  which  I 
observe  to  be  constantly  and  prominently  restated 
in  your  letters,  notwithstanding  the  repeated,  buty 
as  it  should  seem,  fruitless  endeavors  used  in 
mine  to  clear  it  irom  the  slightest  shadow  of 
obscurity. 

You  say^  '4hat  it  is  understood,  that  His  Bri-  . 
tannic  Majesty  perseveres  in  requiring,  as  indis- 
pensable conditions  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  an  entire  relinquishment  of  the  right  to 
trad6  with  the  enemy's  colonies,  and  also  a  per- 
mission to  the  British  navy  to  aid  in  executing  a 
llBiw  of  Congress." 

This  same  statement  is  contained  in  your  letter 
of  the  9th  ultimo,  and  represented  as  tlie  sub* 
stance  of  what  had  fallen  from  me  in  our  previous 
conferences.  In  my  answer  to  that  letter,  I  took 
the  liberty  of.  showing  that  such  a  supposition 
was  erroneous,  and  I  have  looked  In  vain  to  my 
letter  of  the  23d  to.fiod  in  it  any  suggestion  of  a 
similar  tenor.  I  believe,  therefore,  that,  by  refer- 
ence to  my  two  letters,  you  will  find  that  the 
statement  now  again  brought  forward  is  con- 
tained in  neither  of  them ;  that  it  made  no  part 
of  my  previous  conversations  with  you;  andxthat 
I  have  in  no  way  given  room,  to  suppose  that  I 
ever  made  any  such  statement  at  all. 

That  before  the  Orders  in  Council  can  be  re- 
voked their  object  must  be  obtained  in  some  other 
way,  is  unquestionably  true;  but  you  may  be 
assured^  sir,  that  there  is  no  wish  whatever  enter- 
tained m  £ngland  that  the  British  navy  should 
be  employed  in  executing  a  law  of  Congress.  If 
the  proposal  that  waa  made  upon  that  jiabject. 
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and  made,  as  yoa  now  know,  because  it  was  be* 
lieved  to  be  acceptable  here,  bad  been  adopted, 
andvbad  become  a  matter  of  compact  between 
the  two  countries,  and  tberebjr  a  part,  not  of  the 
law  of  Congress,  bat  of  the  public  (aw  binding 
upon  both  parties,  and  which  both  would  hare 
had  a  common  interest  in  seeio?  duly  executed ; 
in  that  case,  the  agency  of  the  British  navv 
would  not  hare  had  the  invidious  aspect  which 
is  now  attempted  to  be  giren  to  it.  At  present 
there  is  no  engagement  between  the  two  coun- 
tries, no  laws  of  Congress  which  bear  a  reference 
to  any  such  engagement,  and,  consequently,  it 
cannot  be  wished  to  take  any  share  whatever  in 
the  execution  of  those  laws. 

In  regard  to  the  colonial  trade,  I  need  only 
observe,  that  all  or  nearly  all  the  enemy's  colo- 
nies are  blockaded  by  British  squadrons;  it  can- 
not, therefore,  be  so  much  an  object  of  solicitude 
as  you  imafi^ne  to  obtain  the  relinqufshmenc  of 
the  trade  of  any  country  to  those  colonies.  On 
the  contrary,  yovi  will  find  it  stated  in  my  letter 
of  the  lUh  ultimo  to  be  a  '^matter  of  indifference 
whether  the  Order  in  CbunciP  (on  this  subject) 
^be  continued,  or  an  arrangeioient,  by  mutual 
consent,  substituted  in  its  room." 

When  I  informed  you  that  the  agreement  con- 
cluded here  in  April  last  had  been  framed  in  de- 
riatton  from  the  instructions  givf  n  for  the  occa- 
sion, my  explanation  was  intended  to  apply  to 
both  parts  of  that  agreement ;  that  nothing,  re- 
qttired  by  the  most  scrupulous  accuracy,  may  be 
wanting,  I  now  add,  that  the  deviation  consisted 
in  not  recording,  in  the  official  document  signed 
here,  the  abrogation  of  the  President's  proclanxa- 
tioft  of  the  2d  July,  1807,  as  well  as  the  two 
reserves  specified  in  the  paper  of  memoranda 
enclosed  in  my  official  letter  to  you  of  the  27th 
uhimo. 

There  is  another  motive  for  the  disavowal  of 
this  part  of  the  arrangement,  considered  to  be  so 
strong  and  so  self-evi&nt,  upon  the  very  face  of 
the  transaction,  that  I  am  not  commanded  to  do 
more  than  indicate  it  in  the  manner  I  liave 
already  done.  By  this  forbearance  His  Majesty 
conceives  that  be  is  giving  an  additional  pledge 
of  his  sincere  disposuton  to  maintain  a  good  un- 
derstanding with  the  United  States. 

1  am  somewhat  at  a  loss  to  ^ve  a  distinct  reply 
to  that  part  of  your  letter  which  relates  to  Mr. 
Erskinrs  authority  to  conclude  with  you  in 
virtue  of  his  ^eral  letter  of  credence,  because  I 
do  not  very  distinctly  understand  the  tendency  of 
it.  I  ncfver  before  heard  it  doubted  that  a  full 
power  was  requisite  to  enable  a  Minister  to  con- 
clude a  treaty,  or  that  a  mere  general  letter  of 
credeiice  was  insufficient  for  that  purpose. 

If  it  were  otherwise,  and  a  Gb^emment  were 
in  all  cases  to  be  bound  by  the  act,  however  un- 
anthori2;ed,  of  an  accredited  Minister,  there  would 
be  no  safety  in  the  appointment  df  such  a  Min- 
ister, and  ratifications  would  be  useless.  No  full 
power  was  given  in  the  present  case,  because  it 
was  not  a  treaty,  but  the  materials  for  forming  a 
treaty,  that  was  in  contemplation. 

In  his  despatch  of  the  83d  January,  Mr.  Secre- 


tary Caihning  distinctly  says  to  Mr.  Efskine  : 
*'  Upon  receiving  through  you,  on  the  part  of  the 
American  Grovernment,  a  distinct  and  official  r^ 
cognition  of  the  three  above-mentioned  coodi- 
lions,  His  Majesty  will  lose  no  time  in  sending  to 
America  a  Minister  fully  empowered  to  codsi^ 
them  to  a  formal  and  regular  treaty." 

This  Minister  would,  of  course,  have  been  pro- 
vided with  a  full  power;  but  Mr.  Erskine  was  to 
be  guided  by  his  instructions,  and,  had  the  ag^e^ 
ment  concluded  here  been  conformable  to  ihea, 
it  would  without  doubt  have  been  ratified  by  His 
Majesty.  I  must  beg  your  very  particular  atten- 
tion to  the  circumstance  that  His  Majesty's  rati- 
fication has  been  withheld,  not  because  the  lgre^ 
ment  was  concluded  without  a  full  power,  bat 
because  it  was  altogether  irreeoncilanle  to  the 
instructions  on  which  it  was  professedly  fonoded. 
The  quiiition  of  the  full  power  was  introdoced 
bjr  vourself  to  give' weight,  oy  a  quotation  from  a 
bignjy  respected  author,  to  your  complaint  of  the 
disavowal ;  in  answer  to  which  I  observed,  that 
the  quotation  did  not  apply,  as  Mr.  Erskine  bad 
no  /ull  power.  Never  did  I  imagine,  or  any 
where  attempt,  to  rest  the  right  of  disavowal 
upon  that  crrcutjctstance :  indubitably  his' 8g^e^ 
meat  wov^d,  nevertheless,  have  been  ratiied,  bad 
not  the  instructions,  which  ill  this  case  took  tbe 
place  of  a  full  power,  been  violated. 

I  am  surprised  at-  the  transition,  by  which  it 
appears  to  you  that  this  part  of  the  sabjeet  u 
connected  with  the  authority  empowering  me  to 
negotiate  with  you.  It  will  npL  I  dare  say,  bare 
escaped  your  recollection,  that  I  informed  yoa,at 
a  very  early  period  of  our  cocbmqnicatiooi,  that 
in  addition  to  the  usual  credential  letter,  His  Ma- 
jesty had  been  pleased  to  invest  me  with  a  /ull 
power  under  the  great  seal  of  his  Kingdom,  (or 
the  express  purpose  of  concluding  a  treaty  or  con- 
vention. I  well  remember  your  testifving  yow 
,  satisfaction  at  the  circumstance ;  and  I  have  oniy 
now  to  add  J  that  I  am  ready,  whenever  it  soi" 
your  convenience,  to  exchange  my  full  po^w 
against  that  with  which  you  shall  be  provided 
for  the  progress  of  our  negotiation. 

I  am  concerned,  sir,  to  be  obliged  a  second 
time  to  appeal  to  those  principles  ot  public  lav, 
under  the  sanction  and  protection  of  Which  I  vas 
sent  to  this  country.  Where  there  is  not  freedoni 
of  communication  in  the  form  substituted  for  the 
more  usual  one  of  verbal  discussion,  there  can  » 
little  usefiil  intercourse  between  Ministers;  and 
one,  at  least,  of  the  epithets  which  you  bare 
thought  proper  to  apply  to  mjr  last  letter  is  swa 
as  necessarily  abridges  that  freedom.  That  aaf 
thing  therein  conuined  may.  be  irrelevant  to  the 
subject,  it  is,  of  course,  competent  in  you  to  en- 
deavor to  jshow ;  and  as  far  as  you  succeed  in  » 
doing,  in  so  far  will  my  argument  lose  of  its 
validity ;  but,  as  to  the  propriety  of  my  allasnw*, 
you  must  allow  me  to  acknowledge  only  ^^^^, 
cision  of  my  own  Sovereign,  whose  comtntn*  * 
obey,  and  to  whom  alone  I  can  consider  mysea 
responsible.  ^Beyond  this,  it  suffices  that  I  do  not 
deviate  from  the  respect  due  to  the  OoverniiieBt 
to  which  I  am  accredited. 
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Yon  will  fiiHl  that,  id  rBj  correspoD deuce  with 
yoo,  I  have  careAilfy  avoided  drawing  conclii- 
tioAs  that  did  not  necessarily  fbllow  from  the 

f remises  advanced  by  me,  and  least  of  all  should 
think  of  utterrnp^  an  insinuation,  where  I  was 
oiiable  to  anbistantiate  a  fact.  To  tacts,  such  as 
I  have  become  acquainted  with  theiD,  I  have 
serupaleusly  adhered,  and  in  so  doing  I  must 
oommue,  whenever  the  good  feith  of  His  Ma- 
jesty'is  QoTernment  is  jcalled  in  question,  to  vin- 
dicate its  honor  ^nd  dignity,  in  the  manner  that 
appears  to  me  best  calculated  for  thar  purpose. 


I  have  dlc» 


F;  J.  JACKSON. 


No.  13. 
Tbe  Secrcftaiy  of  Sute  to  Mr.  Jackson. 
Departmbnt  op  Statb,  Nov.  8, 1809. 

Sib:  In  my  letter  of  the  19(h  ultimo,  I  stated 
to  yoQ  that  the  declaration  io  your  letter  of  the 
11th)  thai  the  despatch  from  Mr.  Canning  to  Mr. 
Brskine  of  the  23d  Januairy  was  the  only  de- 
spatch by  which  the  cpn^itions  were  prescribed 
to  Mr.  Erskine,  for  the  conclusion  of  an  Arrange- 
ment bn  the  matter  to  which  it  related,  was  then, 
for  the  first  time,  made  to  this  Government. 
And  it  was  added  that,  if  that  despatch  had  been 
communicated  at  the  time  of  the  arrangement,  or 
if  it  had  been  knpwn  that  the  propositions  con- 
tained in  i^  were  the  only  ones  on  which  he  ^as 
authorized  to  make  an  arrangement,  the  arrange- 
ment would  not  ^ave  been  made. 

In  my  letter  cti  the  1st  instant,  adverting  to  the 
repeption  ia  vour  letter  of  the  '23d  ultimo,  of  a 
laogaage  implying, a  knowledge  in  this  Govern- 
itfeat  that  the  instructions  pf  your  predecessor  did 
Dot  authorize  the  arranffemeni  formed  by  him,  an 
intimation  was  distinctly  given  to  you  that,  after 
the  explicit  and  peremptory  a^sereratipn  that  this 
Goveromeut  had  not  any  such  knowledge,  and 
that  with  such  a  knowledge  such  an  arrangement 
would  not  have  been;  made,  no  such  insinuation 
could  be  admitted  by  this  Government. 

Finding  that,  io  your  reply  of  the  4th  instant, 
you  have  used  a  language  which  canp($l^  be  im.- 
denlood  but  as  reiterating  and  eveniiggravatiDg 
the  same  gross  insinuation,  it  only  remains^  in 
order  to  preclude  opportunities  which  are  jhus 
abused,  to  inform  you  that  ao  further  communi- 
cations will  be  received  from  you.  and  jthat  the  ne- 
cessity of  this  determination  wUU  without  delay, 
be  made  known  to  your  Government.  In  the 
meantime,  a  rea4y  attention  will  be  given  to  ady 
communications  afiecting  the  interests  of  the  two 
nations,  through  any  other  channel  that  may  be 
substituted.    1  have  the  hoi^or  to  be,  ^. 

No,  14. 
Mr.  Oakley,  the  British  Beciettry  of  Legsftiea,  to  the 
Secnlaary  of  State. 
Mr.  Oakley.  His  Majesty's  Secretary  of  Lega- 
tion, ia  desired  by  Mr.  Jackaon  tostate  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  Stale,  that  as  Mr.  Jackson  has  been  al- 
ready once  most  grossly  insulted  by  the  inhabi- 
tania  of  the  town  of  Hampton,  in  the  unprovoked 
language  of  aboee  held  by  them  to  several  offiaecs 
nth  Con.  2d  Sess.— 67 


bearing,  the  King's  uniform,  when  tho^e  officers 
were  tliemselves  violently  assaulted  and  put  in 
imminent  danger,  he  conceives  it  to  be  indispen- 
sable to  the  sa^ly  6f  himself,  to  the  gentlemen  at- 
tached to  bis  mission,  and  of  his  family,  during 
the  remainder  of  their  suy  in  the  United  States, 
to  be  provided  with  special  passports-or  safeguards 
fr^m  the  American  Government.  This  is  the 
more  necessary,  since  some  of  the  newspapers  of 
the  United  States  are  daily  dsinff  language  whose 
only  tendency  can  be  to  excite  the  people  to  com- 
mit violence  on  Mr.  Jackson's  person.  In  conse- 
quence, he  requests  that  the  uiidermentioned 
naibes  may  be  inserted  in  the  documents  to  be 
furnished  him« 

Francis  Jaihes  Jacksop ;  Mrs.  Jackson ;  their 
three  children  ;  Charles  Oakley,  Bsq^^,  His  Ma- 
jesty's Secretary  of  Legation  ;  Mr.  George  Ottley 
Private  Secretary. 

Servants, — Robert  Clavering,  Francis  Martin, 
William  Attre,  Charles  Beecroft  J^icbard  Lowe, 
John  Price,  John  Lilly,  James  Wright,  Amelia 
Geprge,  Mary  Smith,  Harriet  Patten,  Martha 
Wbod,  Frances  Blackwell. 

[This  note  was  received  at  the  Department  of  State 
on  the  ILth  November.] 

No.  15. 
Mr.  Oakley  to  the  Secretary  of  SUte.. 

WAaBmoTON,  Nw.  13, 1809. 

Mr.  Oakley  is  desired  by  Mr.  Jackson  to  say  to 
the  Secretary  of  State :  . 

That  Mr.  Jackson  has  seen,  with. much  regret, 
that  facts,  which  it  has  been  his  duty  to  state  in 
his  official  correspondence,  have  been  deemed  by 
the  Aknertcan  Government  to  afford  a  sufficient 
motive  for  breaking  off  an  important  negotiation, 
and 'for  putting  an  end  to  alt  communication 
whatever  with  the  Minister  charged  by  his^Sor- 
ereign  with.that  negotiation  so iaierestmg  to  both 
nations,  and  on^one  point  of  which  an  answer  bas 
not -even*  been  returned  to  an  official  and  written 
oyefture.,  ,  '     ^ 

One  of  the  ftnsts  aHuded  to  has  been  admitted 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  himself,  in  bis  letter  of 
the  19th  Octob^,  viz :  That  the  three  conditions 
forming  the  substance  of  Mr.  B^skine's  original 
iiHtnictions,  were  submitted  to  him  by  tbat  gen- 
tl^aum.  The  other,  viz:  that  that  instruction  is 
the  only  one  in  which  the'  conditions  wiere  pre- 
scribed to  Mr.  Brskiae,  for  the  conclusion  or  an 
arrangement  on  the  matter  to  which  it  related,  is 
known  to  Mr.  Jackson  by  the  instructions  which 
he  has  himeelf  received. 

In  stating  these  facts,  and  in  adhering  to  them, 
as  his  duty  imperiously  enjoined  him  to  do,  Mr. 
Jackson  could  not  imagine  that  ofience  would  be 
taken  at  it  by  the  American  Government,  as  most 
certainly  none  could  be  intended  on  his  part;  but, 
since  he  has  been  informed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  that  no.further  communicatione  will  be  re- 
ceived fr<Mn  him,  he  conceives  that  he  has  no  al- 
ternative, that  is  consielent  with  what  is  due  to 
the  King's  idignitV)  bat  to  withdraw  altogether 
from  the  seat  of  the  American  QoTemment,  and 
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wait  the  arrival  of  His  Majesty's  commands  upon 
the  unlooked  for  torn  which  has  thus  been  given 
to  his  affairs  in  this  country. 

Mr.  Jacksota  means  to  make  New  York  the 
place  of  hia  residence.  -> 

No.  16. 
The  Secretary  of  Sute  to  Mr.  Pfn^Lney. 

Dbpartmbmt  of  State,  Nov.  23, 1809. 

Sir:  My  letters  in  the  correspondence  with  Mr. 
Jackson,  already  transmitted  to  you,  sufficiently^ 
evince  tne  disappointment  that  was  felt  on  finding 
ihat  he  had  not  been  charged  to  make  to  this 
Government  either  the  frank  explanations  or  the 
liberal  propositions  which  the  occasion  manifestly 
required.  Instead  of  thi^  obvious  course  of  pro- 
eeediog,  it  was  in  the  outset  perceived  that  his^ 
object  was  to  bring  us  to  resume  the  subjects  of 
the  arrangement  of  April,  in  a  way  that  would 
imply  that  we  were  aware  that  the  arrangement 
was  not  binding  on  his  Government,  because 
made  with  a  knowledge,  on  our  part,  that  Mr. 
Erskine  had  no  authority  to  make  it }  and  thus 
to  convert  the  responsibility  of  his  Government 
for  the  disavowal,  into  a  reiproach  on  this  for  its 
conduct  in  the  transaction  aisavowed. 

In  the  first  instance,. it  was  deemed  best  rather 
to  repel  his  observations  argumentatively,  than 
to  meet  them  as  an  offensive  insinuation.  This 
forbearance  had  not  the  expected  effect  of  restrain- 
ing him  from  a  repetition  of  the  offenee.  And 
even  on  his  further  insinuations)  nothing  more 
was  done  than  to  premonish  him  of  the  inadmis- 
sibility of  so  indecorous  a  course  of  proceeding. 
This,  also,  being  without  effect,  nothing  remaiaed 
but  the  step  finally  taken.  And  there  was  the  less 
hesitation  in  shuttinf^  the  door  to  further  op(K)r- 
tunitifs  forinsulting  insinuations, as  the  disclosure 
he  had  made  and  the  spirit  of  his  discussions  had 
50  entirely  shut  it  to  the  hope  of  any  &vorable 
result  from  his  mission. 

.  I  will  not  dwell  oa  his  reluctance  to.  give  up 
the  uncertainties  of  verbal,  for  the  precision  of 
written  discussion ;  nor  on  the  manner  or  the  time 
of  his  denial  that  he  had  given  any  room  at  all 
for  a  statement^  which,  in  order  to  ff^ard  against 
the  misconceptions  incident  to  verbJ  conferences, 
I  had  placed  before  him  in  writing,  with  a  request 
lhat  he  would  point  out  any  inaccuracies,  and  to 
which  he  did  not  then  object,  otherwise  than  by 
intimating  that  he  could  not  have  made  the  state- 
ment with  the  particular  view  which  seemed  to 
be  supposed.  Nor  will  I  dwell  on  the  various  in- 
stances in  which  partial  or  inconsistent  views  of 
the  8ul>ject  have  taken  place  of  its, real  merits. 
Bat  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  make  some  observa- 
tions on  the  correspondence,  as  it  relates  to  the 
justification  of  his  Government,  in  having  diaa- 
vowed  the  act  of  his  predecessor. 

With  respect  to  the  Orders,  in  Council,  the 
ground  of  a  disavowal  ib^  the  difference  between 
the  arrangement  abd  the  printed  despatch  of  Mr. 
Canning  to  Mr.  Erskine.  of  the  23d  of  January. 
According  to  this  despatch,  then,  the  arungtmeut 
(ailed  in  three  points. 


1st.  In  not  relinquishing  the  trade  of  the  Uai- 
tedS  tales  with  enemies' colonies. 

With  respect  to  this  point,  it  is  not  necenuj 
at  this  time  to  discuss  the  right  to  that  trade.  It 
is  sufficient  to  remark,  1st,  That  as  the  trade  is 
admitted  to  become,  in  the  view  of  Great  Britaia, 
of  little  practical  importance,  why  has  it  beea 
made  a  ground  of  the  disavowal,  and  especiiUf 
as  important  considerations  onljr  could,  upoa  prii- 
ciples  of  public  law,  have  iustified  a  measare  of 
so  serious  a  character  ?  2d,  That  as  the  colooial 
trade  is  a  subject  nowise  connected  either  with  the 
Orders  in  Council,  or  with  the  afiair  of  the  Cike^ 
apeake,  why  has  it  been  permitted  to  frustrate  ta 
arrangement  relating  to  those  subjects,  and  to 
those  only  f  3d,  That  as  this  condition  is  alleged 
Id  have  oris^inated  in  a  supposition  that  it  would 
be  agreeable  to  the  American  Ctoi^erameot,  whf 
has  ft  been  persisted  in,  after  the  error  was  mtde 
known  by  the  representation  of  Mr.  Erskise  to 
his  Gbvernment,  that  neither  this  nor  the*  other 
conditions  of  the  despateh  of  the  23d  Jairatrf 
were  attainable  here? 

2d.  Another  point  of  the  dea|)aroh,  and  ooC  ii 
the  arrangement,  is,  that  the  Biitish  navy  might 
capture  our  trade  to  ports  prohibited  by  the  Uiii- 
ted  States. 

This  condition,  too,  appears  to  have  had  its 
ori|^n.  in  a  mistake  df  your  meaning  in  a  coDTe^ 
sation  with  Mr.  Canning,  as  noted  by  yoorset^ 
and  in  an  inference  then  deduced  as  to  the  dtsfo- 
tition  of  this  Government.  But  this  doable  mis- 
take must  hare  been  brought  to  light  in,  time  to 
have  been  corrected  in  the  new  mission.  In 
urging  it,  Mr.  Canning  has  takeq  a  ground  fo^ 
bidden  bv  those  principles  of  decorum  which  lvi^ 
ulate  and  mark  the  proceedings  of  GovefDOients 
towards  each  other.  In  his  despatch,  the  condi- 
tion is  stated  to  be  fbr  the  purpose  of  seeerisg  the 
bonafide  intention  of  America  lo  prevent  her  cit- 
izens from  trading  with  France  and  certahi  other 
Powers ;  in  other  words,  to  secure  a  pledge  to 
that  effect  against  the  midajide  intention  of  the 
United  States.  And  this  despatch,  too,  was  an* 
thorized  to  be  communicated  in  exUnnio  the 
Government  of  which  such  language  was  osed. 
Miffht  it  not  have  been  reasonably  expected  thit 
such  a  condition,  and  such  observations,  m^DoU, 
at  least  on  such  an  occasion,  hare  been  given  sp 
by  a  Governthent  Willing  to  smooth  the  way  to 
an  amicable  settlement  oTertstiog  differencet  ? 

In  his  zeal  foTindieate  his  CkiFemffleBt,  Mr. 
Jackson  too,  has  attempted  a  gloss  on  this  moot 
extraordinary  idea  of  calling  en  a  foreign  sore- 
reignty,  not  indeed  to  make  laws  for  us,  but  wfan 
is  equivalent  in  principle,  to  aupoly  a  supposed 
inability  to  execute  them.  He  calls  such  an  io- 
terposition  of  his  Gorerament  not  an  execotioa 
of  the  law  of  Congreaa,  but  of  a  compact  biodiiff 
as  a  public  law  oa  both  iiarties,  and  which  botn 
woukd  have  a  common  inttrtsc  in  seeing  daly 
executed.  On  his  own  principles,  there  ought 
tQ  be  a  reciprocity,  not  only  in  the  execution  oi 
the  compact,  but  in  the  obligation  and  interest  re- 
sulting Irom  it.  Besides,  where  there  is  a  reci- 
procity in  comp^ts  between  aatiofts  toaehtog 
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attributes  of  soreretgnt^r,  there  is  alwayaas  miiok 
of  sorereigDty  gained  as  is  parted  with,  so  that 
there  he  no  loss  nor  tnd^nity  on  eith^  side. 

3.  The  remainiBg  point  in  the  de^teh,  not 
secured  by  the  arrangement^  is  that  which  re^ 
qnired,  that  whilst  onr  prohibitory  tows  should 
be  repealed  as  to  Great  Britain,  they  should  be 
leA  in  force  as  to  France,  and  the  Powers  adopt- 
niffor  aottng  under  her  decrees. 

This  i«  the  oondition  which  alone  properly  be- 
longs to  the^uhject ;  and  it  is  to*  be  remarked,  in 
the  first  place,  that  the  British  project,  of  which 
this  condition  itiakes  a  part,  contemplated. two 
things  in  their  nature  incompatible;  one,  a  re- 
peal of  ^e  prohibi&yry  acts  a^  to  Great  Britain, 
'Withont  waiting  for  .the  ooncluston  of  a  regular 
treaty ;  the  other,  a  pledge  or  engagement  fbr  their 
odntinusQce  as  to  other  Powers.  Now,  from  the 
nature  of  our  Goastitution,  #hich,  in  this  partic- 
ular, ought  to  have  been  attended  to^  by  the  Bri-* 
tish  Qover anient,  it  is  manifest  that  the  Executive 
authority  could  have  gifen  no  such  pledge,  thftt 
the  continuance  of  the  prohibitory  acts,  heiog  a 
subject  of  legifdatiTe  consvderation,  could  not  have 
Wen  provided  for  until  the  meeting  of  th^  Legis- 
lature ;  and  that  the  eonditipn.  could  Dot,  there- 
fore, but  have  failed^  either  in  the  immediate 
rfenewal  of  commerce  with  Gre^t  Britain,  or  in 
Uie  immediate  engagement  that  it  should  not  be 
renewed  with  France. 

The  British  Government  ought  to  have  aoqui- 
esoed  in,  and  indeed, ouffht  to  luive  been  satiaied 
with  the  attainment  of  the  important  object  of 
an  immediate  repeal  of  our  prohibitory  laws, 
and  with  the  consideration  that  the  other ^ect, 
aot  immediately  attainable,  was  unnecessary  at 
the  time,  because  the  prohibition  as  to  France  was 
then  in  force,  and  because  there  was  every  reaeaa 
to  infer,  not  only  from  this  fact,  but  from  tne  spirit  > 
of  the  communications  made  from  time  to  time, 
aad  from  the  overtures  before  su}imitte4  to  the 
Briiish  Gbvernment,  that,  without  a  tepeal  of 
the  French  decrees,  our  prohibitory  laws  would 
be  in  fo>ce against  Fraate.and  especially  in  the 
case  of  a  repeal  of  the  British  Orders,  which  would 
ncoessariiy  reader  a  continuance  of  the'French 
dacrees  doubly  obao»ou8« 

Bat  if,  on  this  head,  doubts  could  have  been  enter* 
tained,  tnsiead  of  rejecting  the  arraaffement,  ought 
not  the  repealing  act  on  our  part  to  have  been  met 
with  a  suepenston  at  lei^t  bribe  Orders  in  Ck)un- 
oil,  until  it  could  have  been  seen  whether  the  non- 
intercourse  kw  would  or  would'  not  have  been 
eentinued  against  France  1  Such  a  suspension 
^roald  not  have^ven,  in  any  point  Of  view,  more 
advantage  to  the  United  States  than  was  given 
to  €keat  Britain  by  the  repeal  which,  had  taUn 
place  on  their  part. 

if  this  reasonable  coarse  coald  not  have  been 
sobstitated  for  the  disavowal,  why  was  not  a  final 
disavowal  suspended,  with  a  proposition  that  the 
arrangeaaaat  wouhl  be  executed  by  Great  Britain 
in  the  event  of  a  compliance  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  with  the  oondition  reuuived  as  to 
Fraaae?  1  aha  net  nnttwase,  you  nay  be  told,  that 
the  non-intercoqrsc  law  of  the  United  States  did 


not  extend  to  Holland,  though  so  iutimstely  con- 
nected with  France,  aod'so  subservient  to  her  de- 
crees against  neutral  coo^merce. 

It  would  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  this 
objection  can  be  the  less  urged  by  Great  Britain, 
c»  9he  has  herself  never,  i^  her  alleged  retalia* 
tiont,  adhered  to  the  ptincipie  on  which  they 
were  fotmded. 

Thus  she  has  from  the  date  of  them,  until  very 
lately,  directed  them  against  the  American  trade 
even  to  Russia,  althougb  Russia  had  never  adopt- 
ed the  French  decrees,  nor  otherwise  violated  our 
neutral  trade  with  Great  Britain.  So  in  her  ordeltr 
of  Apriliast,  she  has  discriminated  not  only  be- 
tween the  countries^  devoted  to  France  by  the  ties 
of  blood)  and  other  Powers,  but  between  Holland, 
Westphalia^  and  Naples,  in  enforcing  her  prohib- 
itory order  against  the  ^  first  and  not  agaibst  the 
two  last.  Whilst,  therefore;  she  finds  it  expedient 
to  make  these  distinctions,  she  ought  to  presume 
that  we  too  may  perceive  equal  propriety  in  the 
distinctions  we  have  made^ 

But  it  may  be  of  more  importance  here  to  com- 
pare the  Britiah  Order  in  Council  of  April  last 
with  the  arrangement  of  April  made  b^r  Mr.  Brs- 
kine.  It  will  thence  be  seea  how  little  is  the  real 
diflferei^e,  and  how  trivial  it  is' when  compared 
to  the  extensive  serious  consequences  of  the  dis- 
avowal. 

Under  the  Order  in  GouaoU  of  ApriL  all  the 
p^ts  of  Surope  except  France^  incladiag  the 
Kibadoms  of  Itidyand  Hollaod,  with  their  de^ 
penchencies.  are  opened  to  our  commerce. 

Under  the ,  arrangement  of  April,  combined 
irith  our  act  of  no^'intercourse,  ail  the  ports  of 
Europe  except  France  and  her  dependencies,  tn- 
dudtuff  the  Kingdom  of  Italy,  would  have  been 
opened  to  our  eomiberce. 

The  diflferenoe  tiien  is  reduced  merely  to  Hol- 
land, and  that  agtan  is  reduced  to  the  diffisrence 
between  a  direct  trade  to  the  ports  of  Holland, 
and  an  indirect  Wade  to  Holland  through  the 
heighhortnir  ports  of  Tonningen,  Hamburg,  Bre- 
men, and  Embden. 

Now,' as  thet  injusing  of  the  enemies  of  Great 
Britain  is  the  only  avowed  object  of  her  interdict-  , 
iag  order  against  oar  trade,  let  a  oompumtion  be 
madeoftheelBlot  which  this  difference  between 
the  Order  in  Council  and  the  arrattj^emeot  could 
possibly  hsvein  producing  such  an^ojury.  And 
then  let  the  qtiestioa  be  candidly  answered,  whe- 
ther^ layiniC  nide  all  Considerations  of  right  and 
justice,  sufficient  inducements  could  have^  been 
found  in  that  result  for  rejecting  the  arrangement, 
and  lor  producing  the  consequent  embarrassments 
as  well  to  Great  Britain  as  to  the  United.  States. 

If  it  be  necassary,  as  Mr.  Jackson  has  stated,  to 
set  bounds  to  a  spirit  of  encroachment  and  uni- 
versal dominion*  which  would  bend  all  things  to 
its  own  standard,  liad  to  falsify  by  honorable  and 
maaly  resisiance  an  anaunoiation  that  all  Europe 
is  submitting  bj  degrees,  the  effort  must  be  feeble, 
iodiwd,  which  utobe  found  in  the  inconvenience 
accruing  to  the  formidable  foe  from  the  operation 
of  this  Order  ta  Council,  and  especially  when  we 
cembine  with  it  thestraage  phenomenon  of  sab- 
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stitutiog  for  the  lawful  trade  of  the  United  States 
a  tradeof  British  subjects  contrary  to  the  laws  of 
the  adverse  party,  and  amounting,  without  a  spe- 
cial license  in  the  eye  of  British  law,  to  high 
treason. 

Thus  much  for  (he  Orders  in  QouncU.  What 
has  taken  place  with  respect  to  the  pase  of  the 
Chesapeake  will  equally  engage  your  attention. 

You  will  perceive  that,  throughout  the  early 
stftges  of  t)ie  correspondence,  this  case  was,  in 
some  respects,  improperly  confounded  with,  in 
others  improperljr  separated  from,  that  of  the 
Orders  in  Council ;  and  particularly  that  pains 
bad  been  taken  by  Mr.  Jacksoii  to  substitute  ver- 
bal and  vague  observations  on  the  disavowal  of 
this  part  of  the  arrangement  for  an  explicit  and 
formal  explanation,  such'  as  was  obviously  due. 
it  will  be  se^n,  also,  that  when  finally  brought  to 
the  point,  he  referred  for  a  justification  of  the  dis- 
avowal to  the  departure  of  Mr.  Brskine  from  his 
instructions,  without  showing  what  those  instruc- 
tions were,  and  to  allusions  to  an  expression  iji 
the  arrangement  without  giving  to  his  meaning 
the  distinctness  prerequisite  to  a  just -reply. 

It  app^rs,  however,  that  he  lays  great  stress 
on  the  proposal  enclosed  in  bis  letter  of  the  27th 
of  .October,  at  once  indicating  the  departure  of 
Mr.  Erskine  from  bis  instructions,  and  as  contain- 
ing the  conditions  on  the  basis  of  which  he  was 
ready  to  enter  on  an  adjustment.  And  from  a 
note  from  the  Secretary  of  the  British  Liegatioo,  it 
appears  that  he  hais  complained  of  ndt  having  re- 
ceived any  answer  to  this  pnoposai,  as  he  had  be- 
fore complained  that  no  answer  had  been  given 
to  his  verbal  disclosures  on  this  head  in  his  inter- 
views with  me. 

'  With  respect  to  hia  intimations  in  conversa- 
tion, as  they  were  preceded  by  no  assignment  of 
the  reasons  for  not  having  eieeuted  the  original 
luJjustment,  it  cannot  be  necessary  to  remaric,  that 
no  such  notice  as  he  wished  to  obtain  could  with 
any  sort  of  propriety  have  been  taken  of  them. 

With  respect  to  hiswritten  project,  it  will  suf- 
fice to  remark : 

Ist.  That  besides  his  relvotaat  and  indistinct 
explanation  of  the  disavowal  of  the  original' ad- 

J'ustment,  he  did  not  present  his  proposal  until  he 
lad  made  such  progress  in  his  offisnsive  insinua- 
tion as  made  it  proper  to  wait  the  issue  of  the  re< 
pLy  about  to  be  given  to  it,  and  that  this  issue  had 
necessarily  put  a  stop  to  further  communicalioa. 
2d.  That  although  he  had  given  ^a  to  under- 
atand  that  the  ordinary  cfedentials.  such  alone  as 
he  had  delivered,  could  not  bind  his  Ghivemnient 
in  such  a  case,  his  proposal  had  neitlier  been  pre- 
ceded by,  nor  accompanied  with,  the  exhibition  of 
other  commission  or  full  power;  nor,  indeed,  has  he 
ever  given  sufficient  reason  to  suppose  that  he  badf 
any  such  fuU^wer  to  exhibit  in  relation  to  this 
particular  case.  It  is  true  that,  in  his  letter  of 
the  23d  October,  he  has  staled  an  authority  event- 
ually to  conclude  a  conventioa  between  the  two 
countries.  Wathout  adverting  to  the  ambiguity 
of  the  term  evefauaUy,  with  the  mark  of  empha- 
ais  attached  to  ic^  and  to  oth^r  Miceruinties  in 
N  the  phraaedogy,  it  is  clear- that  the  authority  re- 


ferred to,  whatever  it  may  be,  is  derived  from  ia- 
structions  subject  to  bis  own  discretion,  and  not 
from  a  patent  commission,  such  as  mi^ht  be  prop- 
erly called  for.  It  is  true,  also,  that  in  his  letter 
of  the  4th  of  November,  subsequent  to  his  pro- 
posal, he. says  he  was  possessed  of  a  full  power, 
in  due  form,  for  the  express  purpose  of  concla- 
ding  a  treaty  or  cohvention.  Bat  it  still  remaina 
uncertain  whether  by  the  treaty  or  conveDHoa 
to  which  It  related  was  not  meant  an  eventual  or 
provisional  treaty  on  the  j^eoeral  relatione  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  without  any  reference 
to  the  case  of  the  Chesapeake.  Certain  it  is^  that 
the  British  Government,  in  former  like  cases,  as 
will  be  seen  by  the  adjustment  of  that  part  of  the 
afiair  at  Nookia  Sound  which  is  analogous  to  the 
case,  did  not  consider  any  such  distinct  full  power 
as  necessary ;  nor  is  there  the  slightest  ground  for 
supposing  tbatMr.  Erskine, although  confeosedly 
instructed  to  adjust  this  very  case  of  the  Chesa- 
peake, was  furnished  with  anv  authority  distinct 
from  his  credential  letter.  That  Mr.  Jackaon  has 
any  such  commission  is  the  less  to  be  suppNOsed, 
as  it  is  but  barely  possible  that,. possessing  it,  he 
should  not,  on  some  occasion,  or  in  some  forn^ 
have'u^d  a  language  susceptible  of  no  possible 
doubt  on  this  point. 

But,  proceeding  to  the  proponl  itself,  it  is  to 
be  kept  in  mind  that  the 'conditions  formgag  its 
basis  are  the  yery  conditions  for  the  deviating 
from  which  Mr.  Brskioe's  adjustment  was  dis- 
avowed. Mr.  Jackson,  if  not  oif  others,  is  on  this 
point,  explicit.  ^*I  now  add,  says  he,  that  the 
deviation  consisted  in  not  recording  in  the  official 
document  signed  here,  the  abrogation  of  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  of  the  dd  July,  1807,  as  well 
as  the  twd  reserves  specified  in  the  paper  of  mei»- 
oranda,  enclosed  in  my  official  letter  to  you  of 
the  27th  ultimo." 

Considering,  then,  the  conditions  in  the  pvo> 
posal  as  an  Ultimatum,!  n  what  light  are  we  com- 
pelled to  view  such  an  attempt  to  repair  ^e  out- 
rage committed  on  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  aad 
to  heal  the  disappointment  produced  by  a  dis- 
avowal of  a  previous  equitable  reparation  ? 

It  is  impossibhe,  an  such  an  ocoasioa,  not  to  re- 
call the  circumstances  which  oonstituted  the 
character  of  the  outrage;  to  which  such  an  ulti- 
matum is  now  applied.  A  national  ahip,  pro- 
ceeding pn  an  important- service,  was  watched 
by  a  superior  naval  force,  enjoying  at  the  time 
the  hospitality  of  our  ports,  was  followed,  aad 
scarcely  out  of  our  waters,  when  she  wa^  after 
an  insulting  summons,  attacked  in  a  hostile  oaaa- 
ner;  the  ship  ao  injured  aa  to  require  extensive 
repairs;  the  ekpedttion  fruatmted;  a  number  of 
the  crew  killed  and  wounded ;  several  carried  in- 
to captivity ;  and  one  of  themput  to  death  under 
a  military  sentence.  The  three  seamen,  thoogh 
Ameriean  ckrxens,.  and,  therefore,  on  every  sup- 
position, detained  as  wrongfully  as  the  ship  would 
have  been  detained,  have,  aotwithstaading,  now 
remained  in  captivity  between  two  and  three 
years,  and,  it  may  bie  added,  after  it  has  loo^ 
ceased  to  be  denied  thet  they  are  Ameriean  eita- 
xens. 
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Uttd^r  (bese  circumttaocei,  we  are  tailed  upon 
to  ransom  4be  capti res. 

1st.  fif  aeknowled^ieg  that  a  precautionarjr 
proclamation,  justlBed  by  events  preceding  tbe 
outrage,  by  tbe  outrage  itself,  and  br  wbat  im- 
mediately followed  it,  W98  anjastifiable,  and  that 
a  repeal  of  it  was  properly  a  condition  precedent 
to  a  reparation  for  the  outrage.  And  tnis  requi- 
sition IS  repeated,  too,  after  such  aa  loickoowledg- 
Bient  had  been  uniformly  asserted  by  this  Qot- 
ernmeot  to  be  utterly  inadmissible,  and,  wbat  is 
Mrticularly  remarkable,  at  a  time  when  the  proo- 
lamatioo,  as  is  well  understood,  was  no4onger  in 
force.  The  occasion  obriously  invited  a  silent 
assumption  of  the  existing  iact,  and  thi^  would 
kate  excluded  the  difficulty  heretofore'  found  to 
he  insuperable* 

2d.  By  throwing  into  complete  oblivion  tbe 
oonduct  of  the  officer  answerable  for  the  mur- 
derous transaction,  with  a  knowledge,  too,  on  our 
part,  that  instead  of  being  punished,  or  even 
brought  to  trial,  he  has  been  honored  by  bis  Gov- 
ernment with  a  new  and  more  important  com* 
mand. 

3d.  By  admitting  a  right  on. the  part  of  Gbreat 
Britain  to  claim  a  discharge  from  our  service  of 
deserters  generally,  and  particularly  of  her  natu- 
ral bom  subjects,  without  excepting  such  as  had 
been  naturalized  in  due  form  under  the  laws  of 
Che  United  States. 

It  has  not  been  explained  whether  it  was  meant, 
as  the  universality  of  the  term  ^desertera"  would 
import,  to  include  Amertcaa  citizens  who  might 
Itfive  left  the  British  service.  /But  #hat  possiole 
consideration  could  have  induced  the  British 
Government  to  expect  that  the  United  States 
COQld  admit  a  principle  that  would  deprive  our 
naturalized  citizens  of  the  legal  privileges  which 
they  hold  in  common  with  their  native  fellow- 
citizens.  The  British  Government,  less  than  any 
other,  ought  to  liave  otiade  such  a  proposition,  be- 
cause it  not  only,  like  others,  naturalizes  aliens, 
but,  in  relation  to  the  United  States^  has  even 
refused  to  discharge  from  the  British  service 
Dative  citizei\s  of  the  United  States  involunta* 
jily  detained.  If  an  American  seaman  has  re- 
sided in  Great  Britain,  or  has  fnarried  therein,  or 
iias  accepted  a  bounty  in  her  naval  service,  his 
discharge  therefrom  on  the  regular  application  of 
the  British  Goyeiroment  has  been  invariably  re- 
/used  by  its  Board  of  Admiralty.  This  L  state 
on  the  authority  of  the  official  reports  made  to 
this  Department.  It  is,  therefore,  truly  astonish- 
ing, that,  with  a  knowledge  of  these  facts, such  a 
pretension  should  have  been  advanced  at  all,  but, 
above  all,  that  it  should  have  been  made  a  sine 
qua  nan  to  an  act  of  plain  justice  already  so 
loof  delayed.  This  iatne  more  to  be  regretted, 
as  the  omen  does  not  favor  the  belief  we  would 
^rillingly  cherish,  that  no  predetermination  exists 
in  the  Councils  of  His  Britannic  Majesty  irrecon- 
-cilable  to  an  amicable  arrangement  of  an  affair 
ivhich,  affecting  so  deeply  the  honor  of  the  United 
'States,  D^ust  precede  a  general  regulation  of  the 
mutual  interests  of  the  two  countries. 

After  the  correspondence   wit^  Mr*  Jackson 


was  terminated,  two  notes,  copies  of  which  are 
herewith  sent  to  you,  were  presented  to  me  in 
the  name  and  by  the  hand  of  Mr.  Oakley,  the 
British  Secretary*  of  Legation. 

The  first  requested  a  document  having  the 
effect  of  a  special  paKsport  or  safejj^uard  to  Mc 
Jackson  and  his  family  during  their  stay  ia  the 
United  States.  As  the  laws  of  this  country  al- 
low anunobstrucced  passage  through  every  part 
of  it^  and,  with  the  law  of  nations  equalljr  in 
force,  protect  public  Ministers  and  their  families 
in  all  their  privileges,  such  an  application  was 
r^arded  as  somewhat  singular.  Thece  was  no 
hesitation,  hbwevei;,  in  furnishing  a  certificate  of 
his  public  character,  and  to  be  used  in  any  mode 
he  might  choose.  But  what  surprised  most  was^ 
tae  reasons  assigned  fdr  the  application.  The  in- 
sult he  alluded  to  was  then,  for  the  first  time, 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  this  Government* 
It  had,  indeed,  been  among  the  rumors  of  the 
day,  that  some  unbecpmins  scene  had  taken  place 
at  Norfolk  or  Hampton,  betweei^  some  officers 
belonging  to  the  Atiricaine  and  some  of  the  in- 
babitaatflL  and  that  it  originated  in  the  indiscre- 
tion of^  the  former. .  Nor  attention  havifig  been 
called  for,  and  no  inquiry  made,  the  truth  of  the 
case  is  unknown.  But  it  was  never  supposed 
that  Mr  Jackson  himself,  who  was  on  board  the 
fri^te  bad  been  personally  insulted,  nor  U  it  yet 
perc^ved  in  what  way  he  considers.it  as  having 
happened.  It  is  needless  to  remark  that  any  rep- 
tesentatien  o^ahe  subject  iftrould  have  iastani^ 
recei4red  every  proper  attention. 

Another  ground  on  which  a  protectlbn  was 
asked  for,  is  tha  supposed  tendency  of  the  lan- 
guage of  our  newspapers  to  excite  popular  vio- 
lence on  Mr.  Jackson's  person.  Had  he  been 
longer  and  better  acquainted  with  the  habits  and 
spirit  of  the-  American  people,  he  would  pro- 
bably Bsver  have  entertained  an  apprehension  of 
that  sort.  If  he  meant  to  animadvert  oA  the  fiee 
language  of  the  newspapers,  he  mi^ht  justly  be 
reminded  that  our  laws,  as  those  of  hiaown  cooa-^ 
trv,  set  bounds  to  that  fteedom ;  that  the  freedon 
of  British  prin^,  however  preat  with  respect  to 
public  ehanKters  of  the  United  States,  has  never 
been  a  topic  of  complaint ;  and  that,  suppo^ng 
the  latitude  of  the  American  press  to  excei^  that 
of  Great  Britain,  the  difference  is  infinitely  lesa 
in  this  respect  between  the  two,  than  betw)^Q 
the  British  press  and  that  of  the  other  nations  of 
Europe. 

The  second  note  seems  to  be  essentially  intended 
as  a  justification  of  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Jackson, 
in  that  part  of  his  correspondence  which  had  given 
umbrage.  If  he  intended  it  as  a  conciliatory  ad- 
vance, he  ought  not  to  have  preceded  it  by  a  de- 
mand of  passports,  nor  by  the  spirit  or  the  man- 
ner in  which  that  demand  waf  made.  He  ought, 
in  fact,  if  such  was  his  obj^t,  to  have  substituted 
an  explanation  in  the  place  of  his  reply  to  my 
premonitory  letter.  Bui  whether  be  had  one  or 
other,  or  both,  of  these  obj[ects  in  view,  it  was  ne- 
cessary for  him  to  have  done  more  than  is  at- 
tempted in  this  pa^er. 

It  was  Jiever  objected  to  him,  that  he  had  sta- 
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ted  it  as  a  fact  that  the  thfee  propositions  in  qu«6* 
tion  had  been  submitted  to  me  by  Mr.  Brsicine, 
nor  that  he  stated  it  as  made^  known  to  him  bf 
the  instructions  of  Mr.  Canning,  that  the  instrno- 
tion  to  Mr.  Erskine,  containing  these  three  con- 
ditions, was  the  only  one  from  which  his  authority 
was  derived  to  coocldde  an  arrangement  on  the 
matter  to  which  it  related.  The  objection  was,  that 
a  knowledge  of  this  re§trictuM  of  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Erekine  was  imputed  to  ibis  OOyermneni ; 
amd  (he  repetition  of  th^  imputation,  eren  af^er 
it  had  been  peremptorily  disclaimed*  This  was 
80  grqss  an  attack  on  the  honor  and  veracity  of 
this  Government,  as  to  forbid  all  furtner  commn* 
nications  from  him.  Care  was  nevertheless  taken, 
at  the  same  time,  to  leave  the  door  open  for  such 
as  might  be  made  throng  any  other  channel, 
however  little  the  probability  that  any  satisfac- 
tory communications  would  be  received  through 
aii£  channel  here. 

To  the  other  enclosures  I  add  a  printed  copy 
of  a  paper  purporting  to  be  a  cirenlar  letter  from 
Mr.  Jaclcson  to  the  British  Consuls  in  the  United 
States. '  The  paper  speaks  for  itself.\  As  its  con- 
tents entirely  correspond  with  the  paper  last  re- 
feri^d  to,  as  they  were  unnecessary  for  the  osten* 
aibie  object  of  the  leuer,  which  was  to  make 
known  Mr.  Jackson's  change  of  residence,  and 
as  the  paper  waa  at  onoenut  into  public  circula- 
tion, it  can  only  be  regarded  as  a  virtual  address 
to  the  American  peopTe  of  a  representation  pre- 
Tiously  addressed  to  their  Gbvernittent*— a  pn> 
cedure  which  cannot  fail  to  be  seen  initstrae 
light  by  his  Sovereign. 

The  observations  to  whi<rh  so  such  extent  has 
bean  given  in  this  leuer,  with  those  contained  in 
the  oorr^spondenoe  with  Mr.  Jackson,  will  make 
you  fuUy  acquainted  with  the  conduct  ana  the 
chanaot^  he  has  develo|>ed,  with  the  necessity  of 
the  step  taken  in'  refusing  further  commnniea* 
ttons  from  him,  and  with  the  grOirads  on^  which 
the  President  instructs  you  to  request  that  he  may 
be  immediately  recalled.  You  are  p»irticuhirly 
iaatiocted,  at  the  same  time,  in  making  those 
oommunicatioBs,  to  do  it  in  a  manner  that  will 
leave  no  doubt  g(  the  undiminished  desire  of  the 
United  States  to  unite  in  all  the  mean^  the  best 
ealculated  to  establish  the  relations  of  the  two 
toantries  on  the  solid  foundation  of  justice,  of 
frioadshipw  and  of  mutual  interest. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  with  great  respect  and 
consideration,  ^ir,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.SV1TH. 

[CIRCDLAR.] 

Wabhikotoii,  November  13^  1809.* 
Sir  :  I  have  to  inform  you,  with  much  regr^, 
that  the  facts  which  it  has  been  my  duty  to  state 
in  my  official  eorjrespondence  with  Mr.  Smith, 
have  been  deemed  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  afford  a  sufficient  motive  for  breaking 
off  an  important  negotiation,  and  for  pntting  an 
end  to  all  communication  whatever  with  me  as 
the  Minister  charged  with  that  negotiation,  so  in- 
teresting to  both  nations,  and  on  one  most  mate- 


rial point  of  which  an  answer  has  not  even  been 
returned  to  an  official  and  written  overttire. 
^  One  of  the  facts  alluded  to  has  been  admitted 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  himself,  in  his  letter  to 
me  pf  the  19ih  October,  viz :  That  the  three  con- 
ditibns,  forming  the  substance  of  Mr.  Brskine'a 
original  instruction,  were  suhmitted  to  him  by 
that  gentleman..  The  other,  viz :  That  that  in- 
struction is  the  only  one  in  which  the  conditions 
wei^e  preecribed  to  Mr.  Erskine  for  theconelaatott 
of  an  arrangement  on  the  matter  to  which  it  f%* 
lated,  is  known  to  me  by  the  instructions  whidb 
I  have  myself  received. 

In  stating  these  facts,  and  in  adhering  to  them^ 
as  my  duty  imperieusly  enjoined  me  to  do,  in  or- 
der to  repel  the  frequent  charges  of  ill  faith  whiek 
have  been  made  against  His  Majesty's  GoTern<* 
ment,  I  could  not  imagine  that>onence  would  be 
taken  at  it  hy  the  American  GovemmeBt,tKS  mart 
certainly'  none  could  be  intended  on  my  mtrt ;  and 
this  view  of  the  subject  has  been  made  known  to 
Mr.  Smith.  But,  as  I  am  informed  by  him  that 
no  further  communication  will  be  received  froa» 
me,  I  conceive  that  I  have  no  alternative  lei^ 
whieh  in  consistent  with  the  King's  dignity,  but 
to  withdraw  ajto^ether  from  this  city,  and  await 
elsewhere  thearrival  of  His  |f  ajesty's Qoaamaada 
upoit  the  unlooked-for  torn  which  nas  thus  ben 
given  to  his  affilirs  in  this  couiltry. 

I  mean,  in  the  interval,  to  make  New  York  the 
place  of  my  residence ;  where  you  wili  hencefor- 
ward please  direct  your  communications  to  m& 
as  I  shall  be  aecotnpaiiied  by  every  member  of 
His  Majesty's  miision.    I  am,  dse. 

F.  J,  JACKSON. 


Extract  of  a  letter  trom  Vk,  Pinkney  to  the  S^creeary^ 
of  SUts. 

LoNDOw,  JFe5.  28, 1809. 
I  have  received  firom  General  Armstrong  a 
letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  enclosed;  and  have,  in 
consequence,  made  a  written  inquiry  of  Lord 
Wellesley,  (with  whom  I  had  before  communi- 
cated personally  oti  the  ^ubject,^  as  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  blockades  to  which  it  alludes.  I  am 
not  without  hopes  that  the  reply  to  my  inquiry 
will  amount  to  a  declaration  (satisfying,  in  sub^ 
statice.  the  condition  mentioned  in  Gkneral  Arm- 
strong's letter)  that  these  bloiekades  are  not  in 
force ;  and«  if  it  should,  I  will  send  immediate 
notice  to  General  Armstrong.  I  have  prepar^ 
an  official  letter  to  you  on  this  head ;  which^  with 
such  additioDs  as  circumstances  may  enable  me 
to  make  to  it,  will  be  sent  by  the  corvette,  the 
John  Adams. 


FRANCE, 


1809,. 


[Oommunicaited  to  Congress,  November  90^ 

Primary  19,  and  May  1, 1810.] 
To  ike  House  of  BxpratnUUiffesofike  Unuied  8taie$,' 

I  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  30th  of  April.  JAMBS  MADISON. 

Mat  1,  ISlrf. 
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Relations  wdh  France. 


Departmbiit  OP  S¥ate, 
Afay  1,1810. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  of  the  House  of 
Representatiyes  of  yesterday,  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  the  honor  of  transmitting  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  the  accompanying  pa- 
pers, marked  A^  j^,  C,  D,  fe,  and  F. 

No  inforniation  has  been  received,  that  any 
communication  has  been  made  to  our  Minister  at 
London,  on'  the  part  of  the  British  Government, 
"in  answer  to  any  note  presented  byhim  in  pur^ 
auance  of  instructiops  given  on  the  23d  Novem- 
ber, 1809." 

No  answers  have  been  given  to  the  "proposi- 
tions or  overtures,  made  on  the  part  of  the  l^Tnited 
States  to  the  Governments  ofi  Ureat  Britain  and 
France,  respecting  any  of  the  orders  and  decrees 
affecting  neutral  'commerce,"  which  have  not 
been  heretofore,. or  which  are  not  hereWi)h,  comr 
municated. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 


Bxtract— Mr.  ^mith,  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr.  Arm- 
^  strong.  ^ 

DfiPABTMBNT  OP  StATE. 

'  Aforc^  15, 1809. 
The  proceeding  of  Congress  at  their  late^  ses- 
sion, combined  with  the  Sxecutiye  communiea- 
tions,  affording,  as  they  do,  additional  preofs  of 
tfae  pacific  disposition  of  tliis.Qofemment,  and 
of  Its  strict  <ibsenrattoe  of  whatever  the  laws  of 
BcatffliiiT  reN^aire,  you  will  not  fy\\  to  avail  yonr** 
self  of  the  just  arguments  th/ence  dedoetWe  in 
urgiBjp  the  equitable  claims  of  the  United  States. 
The  nrst,  se(»>ad,  third,  fourth,  eleventh,  and  sev* 
•nteenth  sections  of  the  act  interdictiag  our  com^ 
merctai  inlereofeirse  with  Great  Britain  .and 
Prance  will,  in  that  view,  claim  your  attention, 
and  especially  the  eleventh  section,  authorising 
the  fixccotive  to  renew  our  commerce  with  thi 
nation  withdrawiuj^  the  operation*  of  its  illegal 
edicts.  And  yon  will  be  careful  to  let  it  bennder* 
stood  that  the  authority  thus  vested,  will,  of  course^ 
be  eacereis^  in  the  event  stated  in  the  law. 


Mr.  Armstrong  to  Count  Champagny. 

Paris,  ApHl  29, 1809. , 

The  undersigned,  Minister  Pienipoientiary,  of 
the  United  States,  has  the  honor  of  presenting  to 
his  Excellency  the  Mioistei;  of  Exterior  Rela- 
tions>  the  enoloeed  copy  of  a  law  recently  passed 
hv  the  Legislature  of  the. Union. 
.  This  law,  as  i^ay  be  seen  by  the  several  pro- 
Yisions  of  it,  has^  beeoi  forced  upon  them,  by  the 
extraordinary  circumstances  of  the  times,  and  is 
to  be  regarded  as  an  act  of  precaution,  taken  with 
the  view  only  of  protecting  their  own  property 
and  rights,  and  of  once  more  appealing  to  the  in* 
terests  and  justice  of  those  who  wonld  disturb  or 
destroy  them. 

Your  Excellency  may  be  assured,  that  as  noth- 
ing has  given  more  disquietude  to  the  United 
States  than  the  necessity  which  has  impelled 


them  to  the  adoption  of  this  measure^  so  nothing 
will  give  them  more  satisfaction  than  to  see  that 
necessity  cease.  It  is  in  the  spirit  and  sincerity 
of  this  declaration,  that  the  undersig^ned  is  in* 
strueted  to  add,  that  any  interpretation  of  the 
Imperial  decrees  of  the  21st  of  November,  1806^ 
and  17th  of  December,  1807,  which  shall  have 
the  effect  of  leaving  unimpaired  the  maritime 
rights  pf  the  Union,  will  be  instantanensly  fol* 
lowCdby  a  revocation  of  the  present  act,  and  a 
re-establishment  of  the  ordinary  commercial  in**- 
tercourse  between  the  two  countries. 

I  offer  to  your  Excellency^  dbcr 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Count  Champaomit. 

.  Gen.  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State. 
Paris,  iSfepr.  4, 1809. 

Sir  :  The  letter  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy, 
was  received  during  my  absence^  and  detained  in 
Paris  till  my  return.^  The  note^  promised  in  it 
has  not  yet  been  received.  Mr.  Warden  informs 
me,  that  the  Council  of  Prizes  have  been  ordered 
to  suspend  their  proceedings  with  regard  to  our 
vessels.    I  bare  the  honor  to.be,  dbo. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 

Hon.R.  Smith,  Secretary  of  State. 


[TnA^SbATION.] 

Count  Champagny  to  General  Armstfoag* 

Vienna,  Aug.  8,- 1809. 

Sir:  Yon  have  desired  that  one  of  the  Anler'* 
loan  vessels,  w^ich  are  in  the  ports  of  France, 
might  be  authorized  to  depart  to  the  United 
States  with  your  despatches.  I  have  taken  the 
orders  of  His  Majesty  on  the  subject  of  this  de^ 
mand,  and  His  Majesty,  always  disposed  to  facil- 
itate your  Communications  to  vour  Government,- 
has  permitted  the  departure  or  the  vessel  which 
you  »hal!  desigpate.  I  informed  the  Ministers  of 
the  Marine  and  of  the  Finances  of  this  disposi- 
tion, requesting  them  to  insure  the  executfon  of 
it  as  soon  as  yoU  shaU  have  made  known  to  them 
thn  name  of  the  vessel  and  the  port  from  whieJb 
she  is  to  depart. 

I ,  have  tne  honor,  sir,  to  apprize  you,  that  I 
shall  forthwith  address  to  you  a  note,  b^  order  of 
His  Majesty,  on  the  actual  situation  of  our  rela- 
tions with  the  United  States.  Please  to  profit  by 
the  departure  of  the  vessel  to  make  this  known 
to  the  Federal  Government,  and  permit  me  also 
to  send  by  that  conveyance  some  despatches  to' 
the  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty  to 
the  United  States. 

Accept,  sir,  the  assurances,  dtc. 

CHAMPAGNY. 

Extract — General  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Champagny. 
Paris,  iSfepJ.  8, 1809. 

I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  Sxcellency's, 
letter  of  the  22d  August  last,  in  exposition  of  the> 
principles  adopted  by  His  Majesty  with  regar4. 
to  neutral  commerce.  I  shall  hasten  to  transmit 
a  copy  of  this  note  to  my  Government. 
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BekUiong  vrilh  France. 


Extracts — General  Armstrong  to  Mr;  Smith,  Secretarj 
of  State. 

Paris,  Sept.  16, 1809. 

I  received  on  the  6th  instant,  dn  ray  return 
irom  Holland,  two  notes  from  Count  Cbampag- 
'Dy,  copies  of  which  I  have  the  hondr  to  enclose. 
In  one  of  these  you  will  find  an  exposition  of  the 
^principles  which  have*  governed,  and  which  witl 
•continue  to  govern,  the  cofiduct  of  His  Majesty, 
with  regard  to  neutral  •  commerce.  To  tbid, 
which  was  offered  as  a  definitive  answer  to  our 
propositions,  I  have  believed  that  any  reply,  be- 
fore I  had  received  the  further  instructions  of  the 
President,  would  have  been  premature. 

Mr.  Laurence  arrived  at  L'Orient  on  the  9th. 
and  Mr.  Hazewell  at  j^arisj  with  yoi^r  despatch 
of  the  lltK  of  August  last,  on  the  13th  instant, 
I  immediately  combfiunicated  tu  Count  Cham- 
pagny  the  President's  proclamation  interdicting 
anew  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  Slates  ahd  Great  Britain,  and  gave  such 
other  explanations  as  t(ie  case  appeared  to  re- 
quire. 


Extract — Count  Chatnpagny  to  General  Armstrong. 
Altenbdro,  August  22, 1809. 
I  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  a  subjoined 
note,  which  His  Majesty  has  ordered  me  to  send 
to  you,  and  which  I  have  announced  in  my  Ikst 
despatch.  If  Franbe  does  not.do  at  this  time  all 
that  the  United  States  of  America  can  desire, 
your  Government  will  be  able  to  see,  that  iieither 
prejudice  jnor  animosity  influences  its  conduct; 
that  it  is  the  effect  of  its  atttichment  to  the  prin- 
ciples which  the  Americans,  more  than  any  other 
people,  are  interested  in  supporting,  "and  of  the 
necessity  of  reprisals  which  circunnr^tances  im* 
poee.  The  Emperor  will  consider  as  a  happy 
event,  that  which  shall  enable  him  to  contribute 
to  the  prosperity  of  America,  in  leaving  xo  its 
commerce  all  the  liberty  and  ail  the  extension 
which  can  render  it  flourishing. 


Official  note  from  Count  Gbampagny  to  General  Ann- 
strong.  •    '       ■     - 

Altenburg,  ilt^^^ti^^  22, 1809. 

Sir  :  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  apprized  that 
you  are  to  send  a  vessel  to  America,  has  ordered 
me  to  make  known  to  you  the  invariable  prin- 
ciples which  have  regulated,  and  which  will  reg- 
ulate, his  conduct  on  the  great  question  of  neu- 
trals.        ' 

France  admits  the  principle  that  the  flag  covers 
the  merchandise. 

A  merchant  vessel,  sailinf^  with  all  the  neces- 
sary papers  (at^ec  lee  ea^edUions)  from  its  Gov- 
ernment, is  a  floating  colony.  To  do  violence 
to  such  a  vessel,  by  visits,  by  searches,  and  by 
other  acts  of  an  arbitrary  authority,  is  to  violate 
the  territory  of  a  colony  ;  this  is  to  infringe  on 
the  independence  of  its  Government.  The  seas 
do  not  belong  to  an  y  nation ;  they  are  the  common 
property  of  mankind,  and  the  domain  of  all. 

Eitetny  merchant  vessels  belonging  to  individ- 


uals ought  to  be  respected.  Individuals  who  do 
not  fight  ought  not  to  be  made  prisoners  of  war. 
In  all  her  conquests,  Fi-ance  has  respected  pri- 
vate properly.  The  warehouses  and  the  shops 
have  remained  with  tTieir  proprietors.  They  have 
been  free  to  dispose  of  their,  mefchandises  as  they 
plea;5ed,  and  at  this  moment  a  greater  number 
(convoia)  of  wagons,  loaded  principally  with  cot- 
ton, pass  through  the  French  armies,  through 
Austria  and  Germany,  on  their  way  tasuch  places 
as  commerce  has  directed. 

If  France  had  adopted  the  usages  of  maritime 
war,  all  the  merchandise  of  the  continent  of  Eu- 
rope would  have  been  accumulated  in  France, 
and  would  have  become  a  source  of  immense 
wealth.  Such  would  i)ave  been,  without  dotfbt, 
the  pretensions  of  the  English,  if  they  had  had 
on  the  land  that  superiority  which  they  have  ob- 
tained at  sea.  We  shouid  have  seen,  as  in  the 
times  of  barbarism,  the  vanquished  sold  as  slaves 
and  their  lands  parcelled  out.  Mercantile  avidity 
would  have  usurped  everything;  and  the  return 
to  barbarous  usages  wotild  have  been  the  work 
of  the  Government  of  a  nation  who  have  im- 
proved the  arts  and  civilization.  The  Govern- 
ment is  not  ignorant  of  the  injustice  of  its  mari- 
time code.  Sutf  whut  signifies  to  it  wbiit  is  just? 
It  only  considers  what  is  useful  to  itself. 

Such  are  the  principles  of  the  fittperor  oo'tlie 
u$afies  and  rights  of  maritime  war.  When  France 
shall  have  acquired  a  manne  proportioned  to  the 
extent  of  her  coasts  and  her  popjulatioo,  the  Eoi- 
peror  will  put  more  and  more  in  practice  these 
maxims,  and  will  use  his  endeavors  to  reader  tlie 
adoption  of  them-generaL 
;.  The  right,  oi*  rather  the  pretension  of  bloek- 
ading,  by  a  nroclamation,  riv^ers  and  coasti^  is  as 
monstrous  (revoUemte)  as  it  is  absard.  A  ri^ht 
cannot  be  derived  from  the  will  or  the  capnoe 
of  one  of  the  interested  parties^  but  ought  to  be 
derived  from  the  nature  of  thin^  themselves^ 
A  place  is  not  truly  blockaded,  until  it  is  iavested 
by  land  and  by  sea;  it  is  blockaded  to  prevent  it 
from  receiving  the  succors  which  might  retanl 
its  surrender.  It  is  only  then  that  the  right  of 
prevention  oeu  Ml  vessels  fronr  entering  it  exists; 
for  the  place  so  attached  is  in  danger  of  being 
taken,'  and  the  dominion  of  it  is  doubtful,  and 
contested  by  the  master  of  the  to,wn  and  him  who 
blockades  or  besieges  it.  Hence  the  right  of  pre- 
venting even  neutrals  from  having  access  to  it. 

ThQ  sovereignty  and  independelice  of  the  flag 
are,  like  the  sovereignty  and  the  Independence  of 
the  territory,  the  property  of  all  neutrals.  A  Sute 
may  giT6  itself  u>  another,  may  destroy  the  act 
of  Its  independence,  mey  change  its  sovereign; 
but  the  rights  of  sot^ereigaty  are  indivisible  and 
unalienable;  none  can  give  up  any  part  of  them. 

England  has  placed  France  in  a  state  of  block- 
ade. The  Emperor,  hj  his  decree  of  Berlin,  has 
declared  the  Britannic  isles  in  a  state  of  blockade. 
The  first  measure  kept  neutral  vessels  at  a  distance 
from  France ;  the  second  has  interdicted  to  them 
England. 

By  her  Orders  in  Council  of  the  11th  Novem- 
ber, 1807,  England  has  laid  a  toll  on  neutral  ves- 
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self,  and  has  oblinred  them  to  pass  tbroOgh  her 
ports  before  they  shoald  go  to  the  places  of  their 
destiBatioD.  Bj  a  decree  of  the  17th  of  Decem- 
ber of  the  tame  year,  the  £mperor  has  declared 
▼easels,  whose  flag  shall  hare  beeo  riolated,  de- 
graded, trodden  under  foot,  as  no  longer  belong- 
ing to  their  nation,  (deruUionalisd,) 

To  screen  itself  from  the  acts  of  violence  with 
which  this  state  of  things  threatened  its  com- 
merce, America  laid  an  embargo  in  her  ports; 
and,  althongh  France,  who  had  done  nothing 
more  than  resort  to  reprisals;  saw  her  interests 
and  the  interests  of  her  colonies  woanded  by  this 
measure^nerertbeless,  the  B  m peror  applauded  this 
geoerous  determination  of  renouncing  all  com- 
merce, rather  than  acknowledge  the  dominion 
(domination)  of  the  tyrants  of  the  seas.  The  em- 
bargo has  been  raised ;  a  svstera  of  exclusion  has 
been  substituted  for  it.  Tne  continental  Powers, 
leagued  against  England,  make  a  common  cause ; 
they  aim  at  the  same  object,  they  will  reap  the 
same  advantages ;  they  ought  also  to  run  the  same 
risks.  The  ports  of  Holland,  of  the  Elbe^  of  the 
Weser,  of  Italy,  and  of  Spain,  will  not  enjoy  (ne 
jotftfronl)  any  advantages  of  which  those^  France 
may  be  deprived.  They  will  both  (les  un»  H  Us 
autre$)  be  either  open  or  shut  at  the  same  time, 
to  tbe  eoromerce  of  which  thev  may  be  the  object. 

Thus,  sir,  France  acknowledges  in  principle, 
the  liberty  of  the  commerce  of  neutrals  and  the 
independence  of  maritime  Powers.  She  has  re- 
spected them  until  the  moment  when  the  mari- 
time tyranny  of  England  (which  respited  no- 
thing) and  the  arbitrary  acts  of  its  (Government 
hare  forced  her  to  measures  of  reprisal,  which 
she  has  adopted,  hot  with  reluctance. 

Let  England  revoke  her  declarations  of  block- 
ade against  France ;  France  will  revoke  her  de- 
cree of  blockade  against  England.  Let  England 
revoke  her  Orders  in  Council  of  the  lltb  No- 
Tember,  1807;  the  decree  of  Milan  will  fall  of 
Itself.  American  commerce  will  then  have  re- 
fined alt  its  liberty,  and  it  will  be  sure  of  find- 
ing favor  and  protection  in  the  ports  of  France. 

But  it  is  for  the  United  States,  by  their  firm- 
ness, to  bring  on  these  happy  results.  Can  a  na- 
tion that  wishes  to  remain  fi^e  and  sovereign 
even  balance  between  some  temporary  interests, 
and  the  great*-  interests  of  its  independence,  and 
the  maintenance  of  its  honor,  of  its  sovereignty, 
and  of  its  dignity  ? 

Please  to  accept,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  high 
consideration,  CHAMPAONY. 

Th«  Becntny  of  State  to  Mr.  Armstrong. 
Dbpartmeict  of  State,  Dee.  1, 1809. 
Sib:  Enclosed  yoti  have  five  copies  of  the 
President's  Message  and  of  its  accompanving 
documents.  They  will  ^ffbrd  you  a  view  or  the 
existing  state  of  things  here,  and  particularly  of 
the  ^ound  taken  in  the  correspondence  with  the 
British  Minister.  You  will  perceive  that  the  de- 
liberations of  Congress  at  their  present  session 
cannot  but  be  emMirrasaed  by  the  painful  con- 
sideratioD  that  the  two  prinoipal  belligerenu  have 


been,  for  soiiie  time,  alike  regardl^  of  our  neu* 
tral  rights,  and  that  they  manifest  no  disposition 
to  relinquish,  in  any  dc^ee,  their  unreasonable 
pretensions. 

You  will,  also,  herewith,  receive  a  copy  of  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  which  will  show  the  light 
in  which  M.  Champagny's  letter  is  viewed  by  the 
President,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  course  of 
proceeding  prescribed  to  our  Minister  in  London. 
You  will,  of  course,  understand  it  to  be  wished 
that  you  should  ascertain  the  meaning  of  the 
French  Government,  as  to  tbe  condition  on  which 
it  has  been  proposed  to  revoke  the  Berlin  decree. 
On  the  principle  which  seems  to  be  assumed  by 
M.  Champa  j;ny,  nothing  more  ought  to  be  required 
than  a  recall  by  Great  Britain  of  h)er  prociama* 
tion  or  illegal  blockades,  which  are  of  a  date  prior 
to  that  o(  the  Berlin  decree,  or  a  formal  declar- 
ation that  they  are  not  now  in  force.  Should 
this  be  done,  and  be  followed  by  an  annulment 
of  all  the  decrees  and  orders  in  cnronological  or- 
der, and  Great  Britain  should  afterwards  put  in 
force  old  or  proclaim  new  blockades,  contrary  to 
the  law  'of  nations,  it  would  produce  questions 
between  her  and  the  United  States,  which  the 
French  Govermnent  is  bound  to  leave  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  least  until  it  shall  find  it  necessary 
to  bring  forward  complaints  of  an  acquiescence 
on  our  part,  not  consistent  with  the  neutrality 
professed  by  us. 

You  will  yourself,  and,  if  necessary,  you  will 
let  the  French  Governinent  understand,  that  we 
do  not  consider  ourselves  bound  to  contest  the 
legality  of  a  blockade,  which  may  be  conformable 
to  the  definitions  heretofore  maintained  by  the 
Umted  States,  and  particularly  to  the  defioition 
contained  in  the  treaty  of  June  and  October,  1801, 
between  Great  Britain  and  Russia.  However 
founded  the  definition  of  M.  Champagny  may 
be  in  reason  and  general  utility,  and,  consequently, 
however  desirable  to  be  made  the  established  law 
On  the  subject  of  blockades,  a  dififerent  practice 
has^  too  long  prevailed  among  all  nations,  France 
as  well  as  others,  and  is  too  strongly  authenticated 
by  the  writers  of  admitted  auttu)rity,  to  be  com- 
bated by  the  United  States. 

If  you  should  receive  from  the  French  Gov- 
ernment explanations  proper  to  becommunicated 
to  Mr.  Piokaey,  you  will  not  fail  to  transmit  the 
same  to  him  without  delay.  And  should  they 
be  such  as  to  make  it  important  that  Mr.  Pinkney 
should  immediately  found  thereon  an  application 
to  the  British  Government,  to  prepare  the  way 
for  a  repeal  of  the  Berlin  detree,  you  will  be 
pleased  to  hasten  the  communication  to  him  by 
a  special  messenger.  Whatever  the  explanations 
may  be,  you  will,  of  course^  transmit  them  to  this 
depmrtment,  with  such  other  information  as  may 
be  interesting.    With  great  respeet,  dtc. 


Copy  of  a  letter  firom  Greneral  Armstrong  to  Mr.  Pink- 
ney. 

Paris,  January  25, 18ia 
Sib:    A  letter  from  Mr.'  Secretary  Smith,  of 
tha  lat  of  December  last,  made  it  my  duty  to  in- 
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qaire  of  his  Bxeelleney  the  Duke  of  Cadore, 
what  were  the  ooaditions  on  which  His  Majesty 
the  Eoaperor  would  annal  his  decree,  com od only 
ealled  the  Berlin  decree ;  and  whether,  if  Gkeat 
Britani  revoked  her  blockades  of  a  date  anterior 
to  that  decree,  His  Majesty  would  consent  to  re« 
yoke  Xht  said  decree  ?  To  these  questions  I  have 
this  day  received  the  following  answer,  which  I 
hasten  to  conviey  to  you  by  a  special  messenger 

ANSWER. 

The  only  condition  required  for  the  revocation, 
by  His  Majesty  the  Emperor,  of  the  decree  of 
oerlin,  will  be  the  previous  revocation,  by  the 
British  Government,  of  her  blockades  of  Prance, 
or  part  of  France,  [such  as  that  from  the  Elbe  to 
Brest,  dtc]  of  a  aate  anterior  to  that  of  the  afore- 
said decree. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  ARMSTRONG. 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  Armstrong  to  tl^ 
Secretary  of  State. 

Paris,  Jamtanf  28,  1810. 
In  conformity  to  the  sugj^estions  contained  in 
your  leUer  of  the  1st  of  Deceoiber,  1809,  I  in« 

auired  whether,  if  Great  Britain  revoked  her 
lookades  of  a  date  anterior  to  the  decree,  com- 
monly ealled  the  Berlin  decree,  His  Majesty  the 
Emperor  would  consent  to  revoke  the  said  decree? 
To  wbich  the  Minister  answered,  that  ^^  the  only 
condition  required  for  the  revocation,  by  His 
Majesty,  of  the  decree  of  Berlin,  will  be  a  pre- 
TioMs  revocation  by  the  British  Government  of 
her  blockade  of  France,  or  part  of  France  [such 
fts>  that  from  the  Elbe  to  Brest,  dbc.]  of  a  date  an- 
terior to  that  of  the  aforesaid  decree ;  and  that  if 
the  British  Government  would  then  recall  the 
Orders  in  Council  which  had  occasioned  the  de- 
cree of  Milan«  that  decree  should  also  he  annulled.'^ 


RUSSIA,  &c— BLOCKADE  OF  THE  BALTIC. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  January  1!^,  1810.] 
Osmiltnun  of  iht  House  <^  Representatives  .- 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Repretenta- 
tiTes  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
subject  of  their  resolution  of  the  3d  instant. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

January  12)  1810. 

Dep'artu^kt  of  State,  Jan.  14,  1810. 
The  Secretary  of  State  has  the  honor  to  report 
to  the  President^in  conf<irmity  to  the  resolution  of 
the  House  of  RepvesenUtives  of  the  8d  inetant, 
that  no  information  has  been  received  at  the  De- 
partment of  State  relative  to  the  blockade  of  the 
port^  of  the  Baltic  by  France,  and  of  the  exclu- 
sion of  neutral  vessels  by  Russia,  Sweden,  and 
Denmark.  As  it  is  presumed,  however,  that  the 
enclosed  papers,  the  first  a  translation  of  an 
^  Ukase"  of  the  Russian  Governmeat,  dated  on 
the  lith  of  May,  1809,  and  the  second  a  tra&sl«P 


tion  furnished  to  this  Department  on  the  10th  <^ 
January  last,  by  the  Obarg§  des  Affaires  of  Den- 
mark, of  such  parts  of  the  instructions  girtu  te 
the  privateers  of  that  country  oo  the  14th  d 
September,  as  were  snpposed  to  be  most  intereM* 
ing  to  neutrals,  may  have  some  connexion  with 
the  object  of  the  resolution,  they  are  respectfully 
submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 

St.  Petersburg,  May  14, 1809. 
It  is  known  to  the  whole  world  with  what  firm- 
ness Russia  has  long  protected  the  neutral  trmile 
during  the  vifars  of  the  Ruropean  Powers.  It  it 
known  with  what  courage  she  has  defended  the 
interests  of  the  nations  tradiaj;  in  peace  fffom  the 
flames  of  war.    Following  this  invariable  priaci- 

Ele,  also,  during  the  present  rapture  with  Ka^ 
ind,  she  foUy  relied  that  illicit  practiees  wooli 
not  be  acquitted  in  the  trade  with  nations  io  amity 
with. us.  But  as  we  have  learned  by  ,experiea4)e 
during  the  last  year  that  the  enemy  found  naeaw, 
through  the  medium  of  neutral  vessels,  of  obuoa^ 
ing  the  produce  he  re(|uired,  and  of  exchaagiag 
his  own,  to  his  aggrandizement,  whereby  we  wtre 
4atelv  necessitated  to  order  two  ships  to  be  ooafiir 
cated ;  for  these  causes,  finding  it  iadisfpensable  to 
take  measures  for  the  prevention  of  various  Irasds 
and  artifices,  we  command, 
.  1st.  That  ships  arriving  in  our  ports  shall  prove 
the  neutrality  of  the  properly  by  the  folio  wing 
documents,  viz:  C^  the  shihf  by  the  paas,  the 
ship's  register,  the  muster-roll,  and  the  lo^boAk. 
Of  the  cargo,  by  the  charter  party,  the  bills  of 
lading,  the  declfuration  certificates  of  origin,  if  all 
the  cargo  or  part  thereof  belongs  to  the  captain ; 
and  by  the  invoices,  if  the  ship  comes  from  Amr- 
rioa  or  India,  or  if  she  be  destined  for  those- eotta- 
tries.  If  any  of  the^e  documenu  cannot  be  pro- 
xiuced  by  the  captain,  such  ship  shall  be  seat  oat 
of  port  without  being  permitted  to  unload. 

2d.  Ships  loaded  in  part  with  goods  which 
shall  be  proved  to  be  the  produce  or  manufactara 
of  an  enetny's  country,  shall  be  detained.     Tlie 

?roods  shall  be  confiscated,  and  sold  by  public  sale 
or  the  benefit  of  the  CrQwa.  If  more  tha^  half 
of  the. cargo  consists  of  such  goodsw  than  not  <miIv 
the  cargo,  but  the  ship  also  shall  be  eonfisoaled. 
.3d.  A  pass  granted  by  a  neutral,. friendly,  or 
allied  Power,  shall  not  protect  a  captain  if  it  be 
discovered  that  he  has  acted  in  opposition  there- 
to; nor  if  the  ship  bear  a  name  in  the  pass  dif- 
ferent from  that  oesiffudted  in  the  other  doco- 
ments,  unless  proofs  of  the  change  of  the  name, 
certified  by  some  estabKshed  aathority  of  the 
place  whence  (he  ship  comes,  compose  part  of 
the  documents  of  the  said  ship,  and  be  preseated 
to  the  custom-house^  In  such  case,  the  captaia 
is  not  to  be  criminated  for  the  dififerenoe  in  the 
name  of  the  ship. 

4th.  The  pass  shall  not  be  considered  as  raltd, 

should  it  be  discovered  that  the  ship  receiriaf 

such  pass  was.  not,  when  the  pass  was  given,  in  a 

port  of  the  Power  ffivinc  the  pass. 

6th.  If  tbere  be  found  on  heard  of  any  ahip  a 
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sopereerfo,  a  oAptaia,  or  mor^  tkas^oae^third  of 
the  crew,  subjects  jof  an  oafriendly  Power,  or  if 
the  ship  have  not  a  moBter-roll  certified  by  the 
Mrpreme  authority  of  such  oeotrai  place  as  the 
ship  coioes  from,  such  ship  ttnd  carf  o  shall  be 
confiscated,  and  the  crew  set  at  liberty.  • 

6ch.  If  it  be  discoYered  that  the  ship's  pass 
present^  by  the  captain  has  been  altereo  or 
forged,  such  ship  and  cargo  shall .  be  confiscated ; 
the  captain  shall  be  prosecuted  and  proceeded 
with  as  directed  by  the  laws  regarding  foi^get s  of 
documents,  and  the  crew  set  at  liberty^ 

7th.  If  duplicate  docaments  be  discovered  on 
Hoard  of  a  ship,  with  difi*erent  destinations,  such 
ship  and  cargo  shall  be  confiscated.  If  the  cap- 
tain endeeror  to  justify  himself  by  asserting  the 
total  loss  of  bis  papers,  and  should  not  procure 
them,  such  ship  and  cargo  shall  be  detaiaed^  and 
a  reasonable  tim«,^onsidering  the  distance  of  the 
plaee,  shall  be  muted  for  the  producing  of  them, 
if  the  captain  desires  it ;  on  tpe  contrary,  thookl 
the  captam  be  unable  to  wait^  the  ship,  with  the 
cargo,  shall  be  immediately  sent  out  or  port.  But 
shotild  the  captain,  on  the  eapimtion  of  the  time 
granted  him,  not  produce  the  papers,  tbeshif^and 
car^  shall  b^  confiscated. 

8th.  No  enemies'  bp ilt  ships  shall  be  acknowU 
edged  as  neutral  or  friendly,  unless  there  shall  be 
among  the  dooomenls  of  such  ship  an  act,  oerti* 
fied  l^  some  pvblic  court,  proving  that  the  sale 
or  tmnsler  was  made  befbre  the  declaration  of 
war.  Id  any  other  casOj  the  ship.aiM)  cargo  shaB 
he  confiscated^ 

9th.  If  the  proprietor  or  master  af  the  shii^ 
being  bojn  sulnctetcof  an  uftfriendlj  Power)  should 
hare  a  pass  irom  a  neotral  or  uiendly  Power, 
such  pass^  shall  not  protect  them  until  they  prove 
that  they  became  subjects  of,  and  settled  in  the  ter* 
iHories  of,  a  neutral  or  friendly  Power  before  the 
declaration  of  the  war ;  otherwise,  they  shall  he 
sent  away  with  their  ahips,  without  being  per* 
mltted  to  take  return  cargoes. 

COUNT  ROMANZOFF. 


Rcgnlatiions  ibi  vessels  commissioned  as  Piivateej^, 
dated 

RBMCfinao^  Slq)tember  14, 1807,. 
Section  1.  Defines  the  qualifications  for  priva* 


d.  Fovm  of  commissibn* 

X  Regulates  the  security  to  be  given  by  the 
owner. 

4»  It  is  the  duty  of  every  one^  thus  lawfully 
cmnmiseionf  d,  to  take  and  bein^  m  for  adjudica 
tioB  all  ships  and  vessels  belonging  to  the  British 
Crown  or  to  British  subjects,  and  he  may  also 
brtog  in  for  eiamination  all  such  ships  and  f^es^ 
aeia  as  nuj  render  themselves  auspicious  hj  a 
deviation*  from  some  of  those  in  section  mne, 

g'ven  definitions,  and  in  whose  papers  he  finds  a 
vnded  suspicion  that  they  do  not  belong  to  sub* 
jeeta  of  fnendi)'  or  neutral  Powers ;  and  he  may 
further  bring  in  for  examination  all  stich  shins 
and  vessels  as,  at  the  commencement  of  hostili* 
lies,  wti^  Bniiah  propevry,  notwiihitanding  tney 


may  have  been^  by  latei  purchat^e  or  contract| 
made  over  to  subjects  of  other  Aations;  ejccept  by 
regular  papers,  pa^ports,  and  sea-letters,  it  satis- 
factorily appears  that  they  have  been  in  some 
friend1)r  or  neutral  port  after'  they  had  ceased  to 
he  British  property. 

5.  Orders  respect  to  be  paid  to  the  territory  of 
neutral  or  friendly  Powers,  and  such  territory  is 
considered  to  extend  to  one  sea  league;  from  the 
Und. 

6.  As  we  recognise  it  to  be  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple, neter  to  be  departed  from,  that  a  free  ship 
makes  the  ^oods  on  board  free  also,  so  do  we 
strictly  forbid  our  cruisers,  commissioned  as  pri- 
vateers, to  detain  any  vessel  belonging  to  friendly 
or  neutral  Powers,  1>e  the  cargo  whose  it  will 
provided  the  ship's  papers  are  in  proper  order,  and 
np  part  of  the  cargo  contraband  of  war,  bound  to 
a  port  or  place  under  the  British  dominion. 

7«  Aa  free  ships  make  free  the  goods  on  board, 
so  do  enemv's  snips  make  the  cargo  hostile,  un* 
less  it  clearly  appears  that  they  are  the  property 
of  neutrals,  loaded  before  the  commencement  of 
the  war,  or  before  the  war  was  known  at  the 
place  at  which  it  was  taken  on  board,  and  before 
the  papera  of  the  vessel  were  expedited, 

8.  The  papers  which,  according  to  the  sixth 
article;  ought  to  be  on  board  in  due  foroa,  are  (a,) 


a  cle^^ce;  (f,)  a  cbarter-oarty  or  bills  of  lad* 
ing ;  (g,)  and,  for  such  vessels  as  have  passed  the 
Sound,  a  clearance  from  KlsitDpre.  Every  ship 
or  vessel  which  has  so  passed,  and  is  found  with- 
out such  clearance^  will  be  condemned  as  lawful 
pri^e  to  the  captor, — BovcU  Piaiat  dal.  fopen* 
hagen^  lith  November^  1807. 

9.  As  good  prize  will  be  considered  all  vessels 
which  belong  to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain  or 
to  British  sumects,  in  whatever  part  of  the  World 
they  reside.  Further,  shall,  after  due  investiga- 
tion., acjcordiog  to  the  particular  ^ircumstaDcea 
of  the  case,  be  condemned  as  good  prize:  (a,)  all 
vessels  which  shall  he  found  at  sea  without  a  sea- 
pass:  or  (b,)  when  the  pass  or  other  documents 
are  found  to  be  false;  (c,)  when,  they  are  found 
in  a  course  difierent  from  that  expressed  in  their 
pass,  unless  forced  thereto  by  storms,  bad  weatheri 
pursuit  of  an  enemy,  or  other  accidents  or  distress, 
whioh  must  be  proved  by  the  journal ;  (d,)  when 
loaded  wholly  or  in  part  with  contraband  of  war, 
which,  on  iovestigatiotp,  shall  be  destined  to  a 
British  port ;  (e^)  when  a  vessel  is  detained,  or 
about  to  be  detained,  by  a  privateer,  ofiers  resist- 
ance ;  {i^)  such  ships  ot  ves«iels  as  shall  approach 
a  squauron  blockading  a  Danish  town,  port,  or 
pjrovince,  in  order  to  trade  with  it  or  to  carry  it 
provisions. 

10.  Enumerate  the  articles  which  constitutes 
eontraband  of  war* 

11.  Directs  the  conduct  to  be  observed  at  s^ 
towards  ships  belonging  to  neutral  or  friendly 
Poweiat;  the  privateer,  in  case,  of  suspicion  only, 
to  board  sach  veasBla^ 

12.  The  crews  of  privateers  are  forbidden  to 
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break  open  any  drawer,  trunk,  or  package,  or  any 
part  of  the  cargo;  bat,  in  case  of  suspicion  of 
contraband  of  war,  they  may  require  of  the  mas- 
ter of  the  neutral  ship  to  open  himself,  with  the 
assistance  qi  his  own  people,  unless  he  sliould 
prefer  to  be  carried  into  port  for  examination. 
Prescribes  penalty  for  acting  contrary. 

13.  Conduct  to  be  observed  towards  vessels 
detained  until  they  reach  port. 

14.  All  prizes  to.be  sent  into  Danish  or  Nor- 
wegian ports,  under  the  penalty  of  forfeiture  of 
the  commission ;  distress  of  weather,  pursuit  of 
an  enemy,  &c.,  excepted. 

15.  Regulates  the  examination  and  first  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  qf  a  vessel  carried  in,  and  of 
the  officer  whose  duty  it  is  to  attend  thereto ;  the 
act  of  examination  duly  attested,  and  a  lawful 
inventory  of  the  cargo  and  ship  to  be  sent  to  the 
prize  court. 

16.  Regulates  the  duty  of  the  prize  court,  &c. 
In  giving  judgment,  all  circumstances  to  be  duly 
^^onsidered ;  but  no  other  letter  or  papers  la  be 
produced  as  evidence  against  the  vessel  or  cargo,' 
except  such  as  were  actually  found  on  board  at 
the  time  of  its  detention. 

17.  Provides  a  prize  court  for  every  province 
in  Denmark  and  Norway,  and  one  for  each  of 
the  Duchies. 

18.  Respect  appeals  to  the  High  Coort  of  Ad- 
miralty.. 

19.  When  a  privateer  detains  a  vessel  without 
any  of  those  justifiable  causes  before  mentioned, 
all  reasonable  expenses  and  damages  arising 
therefrom,  must  be  made  good  by  such  priva- 
teers ;  but  if  the  detained  vessel  shall  not  be  fur- 
tiished  with  regular  papers,  the  capturing  vessel 
shall  be  s^cquitted  from  all  the  cpnsequences  of 
such  detention. 

20.  Provides  for  the  sale  at  public  auction  of 
all  prices  condemned,  deducting  from  the  pro- 
ceeds of  tli€  sale  one  per  cent.,  for  the  use  ef  the 
marine  hospital  at  CbjSenhagen;  exempts  from 
duty^  tonnage,  and  allother  charges,  vessels,  and 
cargoes  detained. 

'  21.  Directs  the, crews  of  vessels  condettined  as 
a  prize,  if  British  subjects,  to  be  sent  te  the  near- 
est fortress,  there  to  be  considered  a^  prisoner^  of 
war ;  and  such  as  are  subjects  of  friendly  or  neu- 
tral Powers,  to  be  delivered  to  the  Consuls  of 
their  respective  nations. 

22.  Directs  a  copy  of  these  regulations  to  be 
6n  board  every  privateer. 

'Given  in  our  city  and  fortress  of  Rensburg, 
the  14th  Septem^ber,  1807. 


DENMARK. 

[Commuaicated  to  the  House,  January  12,  1810.] 
Th  the  House  of  Repreeentaiwes  of  the  United  ^taieet 

I  communicate  to  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tives  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  State  on  the 
subject  of  their  resolution  of  the  6th  of  I>ecem- 
ber  last.  JAMES  MADISON. 

Ja^iuabt  12,  1810. 


Depabtmbnt  op  Statb,  Jan.  12, 1810. 
The  Secretary  of  State  respectfully  repwuto 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  agreeably  to 
a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatiresof  , 
the  6th  of  December,  1809,  that  the  enclosed  pa- 
pers, from  A  to  B,  contain,  in  substaaee,  the  io- 
formation  which  has  been  received  at  thb  office, 
respecting  seizures,  captures,  and  condemnatjoos 
of  ships  and  merchandise  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  under  the  authority  of  the  Got- 
eminent  of  Denmark. 

A.  A  memorial  of  sundry  Americans  at  Chris* 
tiansand  to  the  President  of  the  United  States. 

B.  Translation  of  an  extract  of  a  letter  from 
Peter  Isaacsen,  lately  appointed  Consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Christiansand,  to  the  Presideot 
of  the  Upited  States,  dated  Auj;ust  11, 1809. 

0.  List  of 'American  vessels,  which  bare  beet 
carried  into  the  ports  of  Denmark  and  Norwaf, 
received  from  Mr.  Saabye,  Consul  of  the  Usiid 
States  at  Copenhagen. 

>D.  Extract  from  a  letter  Of  Mr.  Saabvc  to  the 
Secretary  of  State,  dated  August  1, 1809. 

£L  Resolutions  and  memorial  of  lAerchantsflf 
Philadelphia. 

The  Secretary  also  respectfully  reports  toifce 
President,  that  information  bad  be^n  receired  it 
i,his  office,  ^ithin  the  period  embraced  bjr  tu 
resolution  referred  to,  of  the  capture  of  Amerifta 
vessels  by  those  of  Great  Britala,  under  Tarion 
pretexts,  vizt  for  dealing  bv  bills  of  exchafl^ia 
an  enemy's  country,  for  colonial  produce,  rieu' 
tinfir  the  British  Orders*  in  Council  of  Jtnoaiy 
and  Noveoiber,  1807 ;  for  infrin^ng  the  bloeki^ 
of  Martinique  \  for  being  engaged  in  the  Yen 
Cruz  and  colonial  carrying  tracle,  and  of  the  set- 
lure  of  some  American  vessels  at  Cafi(oa,at 
Ceylon,  and  in  China,  for  reasons  not  distiacu/ 
stated.  It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  Uw 
papers  in  this  office  afford  but  a  very  inkpenect 
account  of  the  British  captures  of  Amerieaii  pro- 
perty, and  it  is  for  this  reason  tliat  a  detail  is  not 
attetnpted  in  this  report,  more  particularly  tfO<> 
official  accounts  have  been  received  on  which  to 
ground  one. 

The  Secretary  begs  leave  likewise  to  state  lo 
the  President  that  within  the  period  embraced  of 
the  resolution,  property  to  a  considerable  amoiBt, 
belonging  to  citi2ens  of  the  United  States^  bis 
been  captured  and  seized  by  the  French,  for  yw^ 
lations  of  the  Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  and  qdsk 
other  pretexts;  that,  in  some  instances,  the  ra»- 
chant  vessels  of  the  United  States  bare  befl 
burnt  at  sea  by  French  cruisers,  and,  in  othcn; 
the  indemnity  of  the  vessels  and  properly  hK 
been  purchased  by  the  means  of  bills  of  exebay 
drawn  by  the  captain?  of  the  American  fc«* 
upon  their  owners,  at  a  rate  imposed  by  the  cap- 
tors. The  accompanying  statement  of  Americas 
vessels,  coiKlemned  by  the  Imperial  Cooocil  « 
Prizes  at  Paris,  from  the  18th  December,  188^  w 
the  2eth  May,  1809,  received  from  Mr.  WattleSi 
acting  as  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Pans, 
more  particolarly  explaina'the  grounds  of  Freoca 
captures. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  however,  as  lo  mny  tftlMBe 
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acts,  that  thef  can  no  otherwise  he  oonsidered 
as  haviog  heen  done  uuder  the  authority  of  those 
GoTerDmenUi  thao  that  the  vessels  commiitiog 
them  were  tinder  their  flags. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

*^         V  B.  SMITH. 


A  Memorial  from  simdry  Americans  at  Christiaiisand, 
Joly,  19,  1609. 
Chbi8Tian8ai»d,  Jufy  19, 1809. 
To  bis  Excellency,  JAxn  Madison,  Esq.  President  of 
the  United  SUtes  of  North  America :  the  memorial 
of  the  undersigned  captains  and  supercargoes,  citi- 
zens of  the  United  Butes,  respectftiily  showeth : 
That  in  the  prosecution  of  our  several  voyages, 
tinderiaken  with  the  sanctiun  of  our  Government, 
and  consequently  (as  we  are  bound  to  believe) 
not  only  conformably  to  its  laws^  but  also  fair 
and  legal,  as  they  respect  the  treaties  ezistioff  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Court  of  Den- 
mark; aod  although  we  had  severally  attached 
to  our  ships  all  those  official  documents  required 
by  our  laws,  which  were,  at  the  time  of  our  sailing 
from  the  United  States  issued  by  the  several  col- 
lectbrs^  and  other  equally  constituted  authorities, 
for  the  purpose  of  proving  the  national  character 
of  our  vessels  and  cargoes ;  that,  nevertheless,  we 
bave  been  (whilst  alike  unsuspicious  ofinsult  pr 
injury,  and  unprepared  to  resist  either,)  forcibly 
intercepted  i^  the  prosecution  of  our  voyages, 
by  the  privateers  of  Norway,  acting  under  com- 
missions from  His  Majesty  the  EUog  of  Den- 
mark, and  brought  into  the  several  ports  of  this 
Kingdom,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  whose  property  we  represent, 
and  violation  of  those  rights,  due  to  neutrals  in 
general,  but  more  especially  to  us,  whose  Qovern- 
ernment  unifoFraiy  has  respected  with  the  most 
ssacrod  fidelity  the  rights  of  others. 

Your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  call  Your  Ex- 
cellency's attention  to  the  annexed  list,  bf  which 

you  will  observe,  that vessels,  with  car^^oes 

to  the  amount  of dollars,  exclusive  of  freight 

and  charges,  have  been  detained  here,  some  nearly 
three  months,  the  others  less,  as  will  appear  from 
said  list;  and  that  several  have  been  condemned 
under  pretexts  the  most  degrading  to  our  naUonal 
flag  and  character,  and  apparently  the  most  des- 
titute either  of  reason  or  justice.  As  individuals, 
we  have  experienced  a  degree  of  incivility  the 
more  distressing,  as  we  have,  seen  the  captain  of 
a  vessel  bearing  the  English  flag,  an  avowed 
enemy  of  the  country,  when  captured  and  brought 
io  here,  meet  with  treatment  in  every  respect  dif- 
ferent, and  even  respectful.  In  some  cases,  where 
the  most  trifling  inaccuracy  could  not  be  discov- 
ered in  our  ships'  papers,  we  have  found  them, 
when  out  of  our  possesion,  mutilated  and  defaced. 
In  some  instances,  our  people  have  been  tempted 
with  bribes^  and  threatened  with  punishments,  to 
induce  their  giving  false  testimony  against  our 
property.  In  those  cases  which. have. been  adju- 
dicated, all  the  proceedings  are  in  the  Danish 
language,  (with  which  your  memorialists  are  un- 
acquainted,) and  we  have  been  invariably  refused 


either  a  copy  of  those  proceeding's,  or  even  of  the 
particular  charges  against  us^  until  what  they  call 
the  trial  was  pver,  and  the  judgment  passed ^  by 
which  the  property  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States  was  condemned.  It  is  not  the  least  of  our 
present  misfortunes,  that,  in  addition  (o  the  de- 
tention and  condemnation  of  our  property,  our 
several  crews  are  thrown  upon  us  for  support, 
without  any  pther  provision  made  for  them  hf 
this  Government  than  that  of  their  entering  into 
its  service  on  board  of  their  national  gunboats,  or 
privateers,  at  the  same  time  that  our  ships'  pro- 
visions are  in  many  ci^es  almost,  and  in  others 
altogether,  exhausted,  and  the  impoverished  state 
of  the  country  such,  that  a  supply  for  the  approach- 
ing winter  is  at  least  precarious,  if  not  absolutely 
unobtainable. 

Your  memorialisu  beg  leave  to  lament,  that, 
in  the  Kingdom  of  Norway,  the  United  States 
have  not  either  Consul  or  commercial  agent  to 
whom,  in  circumstances  so  novel,  unprecedented, 
and  distressing,  we  could  apply,  either  for  pecu- 
niary aid,  advice,  or  protection ;  and  that  our  dis^ 
tance  from  Copenhagen  is  so  great,  and  the  com- 
muliication,  in  consequence  of  the  war  with  Swe- 
den and  England,  so  precarious  and  uncertain, 
that  Mr.  Saabye,  our  Consul  at  that  Court,  has  it 
not  in  hitf  power,  even  ff  he  were  disposed  to  ren- 
der us  that  aid  which  we  require  under  those  cir- 
cumstances \  and  because  Mr.  Saabye,  although 
well  apprized  of  our  situation,  has  not  taken  those 
steps  which  were  certainly  in  his  power  to  alle- 
viate them.  We  have  thought  it  ouV  duty,  and 
for  ouc  interest,  to  solicit  the  friendship  and  pro- 
tection of  Peter  Isaacson,  Esq.  of  this  place,  and 
to  which  he  has  generously  acceded ;  in  tonse- 
^uence  of  which,  we  have  appointed  him,  by  an 
jnstrument,^a  copy  of  which  is  annexed,)  Agent 
for  the  United  States  in  this  place,  until  your 
Excellency's  pleasure  is  known;  and  we  cannot 
omit  this  opportunity  of  recommending  this  gen- 
tleman as  possessing  that  honor,  talent,  and  in* 
tegrity,  and  independence,  both  of  sentiment  and 
fortune,  which  ina  distinffuished  manner  quali- 
fies him  for  your  Excelleney's  appointment  as 
Consul  for  the  United  States  in  the  Kingdom  of 
Norway. 

Your  memorialists  bave  further  to  represent, 
that  the  apparent  breach. of  hospitality  and  faith, 
on  the  part  of  the  Court  of  Denmark,  of  which 
we  now  complain,  is  assigned  by  those  consti- 
tuted powers,  with  whom  they  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  conversing,  to  circumstances  whicn 
your  memoralisis  are  fearful  are  tpo  true,  namely, 
that  many  of  our  citizens  have,  especially  during 
eighteen  months  last  past,  been  engaged  in  a  com- 
merce, violating  alike  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  those  of  the  belligerents,  and  which 
has  been  carried  on  under  false  papers  procured 
in  England^  and  under  the  mask  of  the  Ameri- 
can flag.  Of  the  uuth  of  which  allegation,  your 
memorialisu  have  to  their  sorrow  seen  one  proof 
in  the  case  of  the  ship  Romulus  of  Boston, 
which  was  brought  into  this  port,  and  very  prop- 
erly condemned  in  last  Mav.  It  is  further  alleged, 
and  we  think  it  not  improbable^  that  latterly  the 
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English  have  built  their  ships  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  resemble  the  Americans,  and  with  them 
have  been  carrying  on  an  extensive  trade,  es- 
pecially to  Archangel  and  the  Baltic,  under  the 
American  flag,  and  with  American  papers  of 
English  msLnufactare.  Ho^  far  these  unwarrant- 
able frauds  may  have  been*  practised,  and  how 
Ihey  are  in  future  to  be  prevented,  will  doubtless 
engross  your  Excellency's  attention,  and  the  more 
especially  as  this  is  made  a  ground  of  stispicioQ, 
operating  against  all  American  vessels,  and  on 
the  strength  of  which  (we  are  led  to  believe) 
tho^e  condemnations  which  have  taken  place 
here  are  almost  exclusively  founded. 

Your  memorialists  further  represent,  that  all 
the  ports  {torn  Bayonne  to  the  Weser  (as  we  un- 
derstand) are]  in  a*  state  of  the  most  rigorous 
blockade  ;Hirom»Whl6li  your  memorialists  infer^ 
that,  as  the  activity  of  the  privateers  here  evi- 
dentfy  increases  with  the  growing  extent  of  their 
depredations  onrour  unprotected  property,  a  great 
proportion  of  those  ships  Which  were  bound  for, 
but  cannot  enter,  the  ports  of  Holland,  while 
seeking  for  a  place  of  security  and  a  market  in 
Sweden  and  the  Bsiltic,  will  add  alarmingly  to 
"our  unfortunate  nundber.  and  increase  the  amount 
of  property  here  (already  much  too  great  for  the 
foint  hopes  your  meniorralists  entertain  of  its  re- 
covery) to  a  sum  not  merelv  affecting  the  in- 
terests'of  individuals,  but  such  as  will  be  alarm- 
ingly felt  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  ^tates. 

Your  memorialists  would  further  represent, 
that  in  all  the  cases  of  condemnation  which  have 
taken  place  here,  the  captain,  representing  the 
property,  has  ajjpei^ed  to  the  High  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty at  Christiana;  and  as  a  strong  demon- 
stration of  the  expectation  of  the  people  of  Nor- 
way, and  the  disposition  of  its  OoVernment,  in 
M  those  cases  where  the  court  have  declared  the 
property  neutral,  the  voyage  fair,  and  the  cap- 
ture of  course  illegal;  and  although  the  injured 
American  has  nevertheless  been  adjudged  to  pay 
the  captor  from  four  to  six  hundred  rix-dollafs, 
for  proving  his  innocence  and  neutrality,  yet 
the  captors  h^ve  also  appealed  to  the  same  high 
court,  without  being  compelled  by  law  to  give  us 
bonds  for  the  consequences  of  such  further  d^ 
tention.  ' 

Your  memorialists  doubt  not,  nor  can  your 
Excellency  doubt,  after  an  examination  of  the  ac- 
companying document,  that  eVery  American  ves- 
sel in  Norway,  together  with  those  who  may  be 
Expected,  will  share  in  the  same  fate;  but  when 
the  appeals  will  be  ultimately  tried,  whether  in 
oiie  month,  or  in  one  year,  or,  peradventure,  the 
next  centurV;  your  niemorialists  have  not,  with 
all  their  anxiety  to  ascertain  a  fact  so  much  in- 
volving their  interests,  been  able  to  learn. 

Finally,  your  memorialists  beg  leave  to  assure 
your  Excellency,  that^  unwilling  to  trouble  or 
alarm  our  Qovernment  until  every  means  in  our 
power  had  been  tried^  which  could  tend  to  render 
this  very  unpleasant  alternative  unnecessary,  we 
have  applied  repeatediv  to  our  Consul  at  Copen- 
hagen, who  answers  that  he  feels  for  our  situa- 
tion, bat  couM  not  rendtr  us  any  assistance,  but 


observed  that  the  higher  covrts  of  Norway  w0«Ad 
not  fail  to  do  us  justice.  To  the  laws  of  Nor- 
way wo  have  appealed,  but  with  the  hopes  al- 
ready expressed  in  this  memorial.  ThmsitiialBdL 
we  forbear  to  color  a  simple  representation,  o( 
itself  so  gloomy  and  degrading,  that,  except  in 
this  single  instance,  will  at  all  apply  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  civiliaea  world,  to  ibecitizeBs  of  any 
free,  brave,  and  powerful  nation.  StraDgers, 
therefore,  in  a  foreign  country,  diaposseBaed  of 
our  property,  in  the  power  of  a  people  wbo  have 
arrested  pur  vessels  and  cargoes,  who  if  t^ey 
know,  do  not  appear  to  respect  those  saiatary 
laws  recognised  for  ages,  and  necessary  for  the 
safe  and  honorable  intercourse  of  mankind,  with 
upwards  of  four  hundred  of  our  seamen  dep^id- 
iog  on  us  for  protection  and  bread,  without  hav- 
ing the  ability  to  extend  to  them  the  Dney>.or  pro- 
cure for  them  the  other — we  supplicate  most 
earnestly  and  respectfully  your  Ei^celleacy^s  in- 
terposition in  such  a  manner  as  your  wisdom 
shall  approve ;  and  we  do  this  with  the  fullest 
confidence  that  such  measures  as  your  Excellency 
may  adopt  for  the  recovery  of  our  property,  the 
security  of  our  rights,  and  the  vindication  of  oar 
national  honor,  will  be  as  distinguished  for  their 
promptitude,  firmness,  and  decision,  as  the  treat- 
ment of  which  we  complain  is  remarkable  for  iu 
novelty,  severity^  and  ioju£:tice. 

We  beg  your  Excellency  to  accept  the  assur- 
ance of  our  respectful  andf  high  consideration. 

[Signed,  dkc.] 

B. — l^anslatidn  of  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Peter 
Isaacsen  to  Uie  President  of  the  United  States. 

Adodst  11,1809. 

At  a  time  at  ^hich  nearly  all  the  Earopean 
Powers  are  engaged  in  war,  and  not  tbe  colors 
of  a  single  nation  are  respected ;  at  whie(i  priva- 
teering, molestation,  and  capturing  have  become 
as  customary  as  they,  in  times  of  peace,  were 
considered  as  against  the  laws  of  nations,  and  ab- 
horred by  all  civilized  States;  at  which  con- 
merce  and  navigation  are  everywhere  internipi- 
ed,  or,  rather  to  say,  destroyed;  at  such  a  time,  it 
has  happehed,  after  the  navigation  of  the  United 
States  of  America  was  renewed,  that  several 
American  merchant  ships,  bound  from  thence  to 
the  north  of  Europe,  have  been  detained  on  tbor 
voyage  by  Norway  privateers  in  the  North  Seas, 
and  carried  into  ports  of  Norway,  nrhere,  at  the 
present  time,  are  already  the  number  of  twenty- 
six  of  such  vessels,  partly  here  at  Christiansand, 
and  partly  in  the  neighboring;  harbors. 

Under  these  circumstaQces,  the  captains  of 
those  vessels,  as  well  as  the  supercargoes,  have 
found  it  expedient  to  choose  a  general  commis- 
sioner, who  was  able  to  direct  thfeir  business  here, 
give  them  advice  and  assistance  during  their 
stay  here,  am),  in  the  whole,  who  was  able  to 
fulfil  all  the  functions  of  a  Consul.  Lam  unan- 
imously elected  by  them,  being  a  merchant  and 
Danish  citizen  at  (his  place. 

Persuaded  of  the  most  perfect  neutrality  of  the 
United  States  of  America  with  all  the  tnelliger- 
ent  Powers  and  that  its  Government  always  has 
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kept  a  friendly  coDoexioQ  aod  UDdentaodiQf 
with  mj  So^er^igo,  the  King  of  Deo  mark,  and 
his  domiQioDS ;  under  the  supposition  that  Ameri- 
can subjects  neither  can  nor  will  permit  them- 
selves any  actions  contrary  to  the  positive  laws, 
and  which  are  not  consistent  with  the^  most  per- 
fect neutrality ;  in  consequence  of  this,  I  found 
myself  in  duty  bound  not  to  deny  them  that  as- 
sistance of  which  they  stand  so  much  in  need,  in 
a  country  where  they  were  alt<M[ether  slraogen, 
and  deprived  of  the  disposal  both  of  their  veaseli 
and  cargoes. 

These  motives  have  determined  myself,  for  the 
4rst}  to  annex  the  functions  of  a  Conkul  and  Com* 
miKsioner,  wl^ich  has  enabled  me,  to  my  great 
satisfaction,  to  find  that  my  ezjpectations,  with 
regard  to  tn6  lawful  business  of  the  American 
Buojeets  aod  the  justice  of  their  eases,  have  not 
been  entirelv  unfounded,  and,  in  behalf  qf  this,  I 
do  myself  the  honor  to  give  the  following  sub* 
missive  account. 

Twenty-six  vessels  hay^  been  brought  in  here, 
of  which  eighteen  have  already  un'dergone  trial. 
Of  these,  eight  have  been  cleared,  and  ten  have 
been  condemned  as  lawful  prizes,  for  reasons  that, 
in  the  ship's  papers,  have  been  found  suspicious 
circumstances,  viz: 

The  erasing  or  dteri^g  of  the  date  in  the  sea- 
letter,  the  want  of  the  signature  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  the  sea-letter,  and  that  they  not 
altogether  have  been  conformable  with  each 
other,  d^.  ' 

And  fuither,  it  has  been  observed  that,  among 
the  several  ships'  doeumenls,  has  every  where 
been  wanting  the  charter-party,  which,  accord- 
ing^ to  the  regulations  for  privateers,  are  ordered 
to  be  found  on  board  of  every  neutral  vessel, 
which  want  has  occasioned  that  thw  court  of 
prizes  has  awarded  the  privateers  to  the  expenses 
of  the  captures. 

Those  different  sentences  have  produced  the 
ajppeals  to  the  High  Court  of  Admiriilty  at  Christ 
tnna,  established  there  for  the  kingflom  of  Nor- 
way, either  by  the  captains  whose  vessels  have 
been  condemned,  or  by  th^  prirateers  against! 
those  vessels  which  have  been  liberated,  which 
procedures- will  occasion  further  delay,  expenses, 
and  loss  for  the  captured. 

I  hope  that  the  tnost,  if  not.  all,  the  cases  ap- 
pealed to  the  High  Court  of  Admiralty,  will  be 
decided  in  favor  of  the  American  captains ;  in 
coosequence  of  this,  I  have  proposed  to  the  Gov 
ernmeAt,  if  the  privateers  who  have  appealed, 
being  mostiy  but  poor  pSots  and  fishermeO,  ought 
Dot  to  be  ordered  to  five  security  for  the  unne- 
cessary .delay,  and  n>s8,  and  damages  derived 
from  it,  and  which  the  American  captains  fur** 
ibter  might  have  to  suffer ;  er,  if  this  security.was 
not  ^tven,  then  it  might  beperaiitted  them  im- 
mediately to  proceed  on  their  voyages;  but  I 
have  received  neither  answer  nor  resolution 
ihereapon. 

In  the  present  situation  of  things  exists,  con- 
sequently, <no  remedy  to  lighten  the  burden  of 
the  oaptains^or  procure  clearances  for  their  ships 
and  cargoes,  bat  to  wait  for  the  success  of  the 


expected  resolution  upon  my  proposal,  or  for  the 
event  of  the  sentence  of  the  niffh  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty in  appealed  cases;  in  the  mean  time,  I 
shall  not  fail  to  procure  the  cases/of  the  captains 
pleaded,  and  in  the  whole  dbserve  their  interest 
^s  well  as  possible. 

Permit  me  further  to  make  the  following  ob- 
servations:  . 

,  In  the  same  manned  as  the  treacherous  be- 
haviour of  JB^gland  towards  Denmark  has  ocea* 
sioned  the.  war  between  these  two  Powers,  in  the 
same  manner  has  our  Government  considered 
privateering  as  one  of  the  most  useful  means  i^ 
hurt  the  enemy  in  his  navigation  and  commerce* 
At  theaame  time,  it  gives  a  material,  interest  to 
the  privateers  themselves,  especially  in  a  period 
at  which  our  own  navigation  and  commerce  ky 
at  rest^and  the  mariners  have  no  other  means 
of  getting  their  liviuff  *>  consequently,  the  priva^ 
teers  can  in  fact  not  he  blamed  to  make  use  of 
their  privOeges  and  permission,  by  every  oppor- 
tunity, and  I  might  dare  to  say  that  the  capture 
ing^f  neutral  vessels,  according  to  political  prin* 
ciples,  might  be  excused,  having  had  several 
instahces,  that  vessels  of  such  nations,  which, 
conforming  to  the  famous  Berlin  decree,^ought 
not  to  sail  for  England,  or  to  be  in  any  comnnBr* 
cial  connexion  with  it,  nevertheless  have,  by  the 
help  of  fictitious  and  counterfeited  papers,  fyr 
voted  the  commerce  of  that  country,  especially 
since  the  commencement  of  war  between  Den* 
mark,  by  carrying  those  articles  to  England  of 
which  it  stood  in  absolute  want  to  keep  up  the 
war. 

It  is  therefore  nearly  adopted  as  a  oommoa 
principle,  not  to  respect  the  colors  of  any  nation 
on  the  ocean,  under  the  supposition  that  as  well 
the  colors  as  the  documents  might  be  fictitious 
and  false,  and  that  the  cargoes  might  be,  direct 
or  tadireet^  destined  for  the  en^miear  of  DenmaFk. 
This  principle  has  been  the  more  ju9ttied  by 
having  found,  at  the  examiaation  of  several  cap- 
tured vessels^  that  they  were  not  only  provided 
with  a  double  set  of  papers,  but  sailed,  b^des, 
under  British  licenses. 

[Here  follows  a  list  of  American  ships,  ^hioh 
have  been  carried  in  by  privateers.] 

'IK-~Bac«ntct  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  8a%bye  to  the  Bet* 
retaiy  of  Stats. 

August  1. 1809. 
I  am  fortunate  enough  to  be  able  to  inform  you 
df  a  Royal  order  given  to-day,  by  which  all  priva- 
teer€^are  ordered  back  into  port,  and  all  privateer 
ing  prohibited,  except  about  Heligoland. 


£«— Reflations  of  several  merchants,  dec.  of  Philadel* 
phiat  respecting  Daniih  captures. 

PHiLAnfiLPBiA,  October^  19. 1809. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  merchants  and  under*" 
writers  of  this  city,  interested  m  the  vessels  and 
property  captured  in  Europe  by  Danish  cruisers, 
held  this  day  at  the  Merchants' Cofiee  House,  the 
following  resolutions  were  unanidously  agreed 
to: 
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ReBolvedf  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
mepare  a  representation  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  at- 
tending the  late  enormous  and  alarming  depre- 
dations committed  by  Danish  cruisers  on  the 
property  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  lawfully 
navigaiing  the  high  seas,  and  actually  destined 
for  ports  in  Denmark,  Sweden,  or  Russia:' 

And  of  the  vexatious  proceedings  and  unjust 
condemnation  of  such  property,  in  courts  acting 
under  the  authority  of  Depmark.  not  only  in 
violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  fin  the  mainten- 
ance and  defence  of  which  that  Governrnent  has 
hitherto  been  distinguished,)  but  in  contempt  of 
those  documents  and-  evidences  of  neutrality, 
which  have  hitherto  been  deemed  sufficient: 

Respectfully  requesting  that  such  measures 
may  be  speedily  adopted  as  the  wisdom  of  the 
Bxeciitive  mav  devise,  and  the  magnitude  and 
emergency  of  tlie  case  require: 
-'Resolved^  That  the  committee  be  instructed  to 
collect  all  the  testimony  which  the  nature  of  the 
ease, may  require,  or  the  })ariies  interested  may 
furnish,  together  with  satisfactory  evidences  of 
the  neutrality  of  the  property,  and  the  other  doc- 
uments which  accompanied  it  in  each  case,  with 
the  nature  and  amoqpt  of  theijr  several  claims : 

That  (he  memorial  be  signed  by  th^  parties 
interested,  and,  together  with  a' certified  copy,  of 
the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  (signed  by  the 
chairman,)  be  forwarded,  without  delav  to  the 
Secretary  of  State*,  to  be  laid  before  tb^  Pres- 
ident: 

That  the  Chairman,  T.  Ftlzsimons,  W.  Jonea, 
Henry  Pratt,  Stephen  Girard,  and  Charles  Pleas- 
ants, be  a  committee. 

THOS.  FITZSIMONS,  Chairman. 


To  Jaxbs  Madisoh,  Preddent  of  the  United  States ; 
the  memorial  of  the  aabscribeiv>  merchants  and  un- 
derwritera  of  the  ci^  of  Philadelphia,  respectfully 
represents : 

That,  durinff  the  present  year,  and  since  the 
expiration  of  the  embargo  laws,  your  memorial- 
ists hdve  fitted  out  and  loaded  or  insured  several 
vessels  with  valuable  cargoes,  destined  for  the 
ports  or  countries  in  amity  with  the  United 
Stales,  apd  not  known  to  be  under  blockade  or 
aiiy  restriction  that  would  render  the  admis- 
sion of  American  vessels  hazardous  ;  (hat  some 
of  those  vessels  having  departed  from  the  United 
States  previous  to  the  proclamation  which  took 
ofi*  the  restriction  from  the  port&of  the  United 
Kingdoms  and  their  dependencies,  took  clearances 
for  a  permitted  port  in  Europe,  but  Were  actually 
destined  for  a  port  in  Russia,  or  some  one  in  Den- 
mark or  Sweden. 

That,  notwithstanding  their  being  furnished 
with  all  the  documents  and  evidences  of  the  neu- 
tral character  of  both  vessels  and  cargoes,  in  every 
instance  in'  which  ihey  have  been  met  wfth  by 
Danish  cruisers  they  have  been  captured  and  seat 
into  the  ports,  under  the  dominion  of  that  nation, 
and,  w.th  their  cargoes,  have  been  condemned, 
(with  very  few  ezcep(ions;)  and  ^ven  when  ac- 


quitted,  the  sentences  have  been  appealed  from, 
so  as  to  prevent  a  restitution  of  the  property,  and 
at  the  last  advices,  the  whole  was  detained  to 
abide  the  sentenceof  the  superioV  tribunals.  That, 
from  the  destruction  or  dilapidations  of  the  pa- 
pers by  the  captors,  as  well  as  from  other  circum- 
stances, vour  memorialists  have  too  much  reason 
to  apprehend  an  unfavorable  issue  of  the  cases; 
and  that,  if  the  property  should  be  distribated,  no 
subsequent  dete^niliation  would  enable  them  to 
tecover  its  value^  the  captors  being,  as  they  un- 
derstand, generally  withQut  property  or  respon- 
sibility/ 

That,  besides  the  vessels  and  cargoes  eoume- 
rated  and  specified  in  the  schedule  transmitted  by 
your  memorialists  to  the  Department  of  Stat^ 
there^is  certain  information  that  a  great  number 
of  vessels  belonging  to  other  ports  of  the  Unit^ 
States  have  been  captured,  and  are  under  like 
circumstances  with  those  of  your  ihemorialistSy 
and  likely  Ko  share  the  sume  fate. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  considering  the 
magnitude  of  the  object,  your  memorialists  pre- 
sume to  hope  for  the  interference  of  €k>  vera ment 
in  their  behalf,  by  dispatchibga  public  vessel^aod 
a  persou  to  represent  thecaise  to  the  Danish  Gov- 
ernment^ or  such  other  measures  as  the  wisdom  of 
thc.President  maf  deem  proper,  which  with  the 
proofs  ready  to  be  adduced  by  your  memorialists, 
warrant  the  expectation  that  the  propert7  would 
be  restored. — [Signed,  dbc.] 

[Here  follows  a  statement  of  American  Tesseb 
condemned  by  rbe'Irnperial  Council  of  Prizes  at 
Pari9,  from  the  ISth  of  December,  1806,  to  the 
26th  bf  May,  1809.] 


MARITIME  JURISDICTION. 

[Communicated  to,  the  House,  February  1|  1810,] 
to  the  Oiuseof^epreaenUUiveiofthe  VniUd  Stata: 

I  lay  before  the  House  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  conformably  to  their  reso- 
lution of  Jaiiuary  18, 1810. 

JAMES,  MADISON. 

Febriiart  1, 181Q. 

TitBi8U|tr  Departmsnt,  Jm,  30, 1S10. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor,  in  coufbrmit^  with  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representa tires  of  the 
18th  instant,  to  transmit  copies  of  the  ipstmcttoas 
isstr^  at  several  times  by  this  Department,  wirh 
respect  to  foreign  armed  ships  or  vessels  withia 
the  waters  of  the  United  States. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  highest  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

The  PRBBioEtn'  rfthe  V.  States. 

InstrucHonM. 
No.  a. 
TRBAeuBY  Dia>UKTiiBif T,  April  23, 1793. 
Sir  :  Tou^  will  find  enclosed  the  copy -of  a  pro- 
clamation lately  issued  by  the  Presideiit  of  the 
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Uoited  Siateti  Fcspecttog  the  war  at  preseot  ex* 
iBiitig  between  eertain  Powers  of  Europe  tbecein 
named. 

The  preserration  of  the  peace  of  the  country 
U  80  ¥ery  important,  to  its  interests,  and  that  muaf, 
depend  so  materially  upon  the  oonformity  of  the 
conduct  of  6ur  eitigens  to  the  spirit  which  is  man- 
ifested by  the  proelamation,  toat  it  is  deemed  par- 
tieularly  interesting  to  receive  the  earliest  and 
most  exact  advice' of  every  appearance  in  any 
quarter  which  may  seem  to  qontravene  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Qovernment  in  this  respeet. 

I  therefore  request  that  you  will  keep  an  ob- 
servant eye  upon  whatever  passes  in  your  district 
baring  reference  to  the  object  of  the  proclama- 
tion; andj  if  anything  comes  under  your  nbt^e 
ineoBsistent  with  it,  that  you  will  immediately 
oommunieate  it  to  the  Attorney  of  the  United 
Slates  for  the  judicial  district  comprehending 
yoar  district,  a&d  to  me. 

The  building  ^f  v^els  calculated^ and  fitted 
for  war  is  a  circumstance  whiob  will  merit  par- 
ticular attention,  as  much  danger  may  be  appre^ 
bended  from  that  quarter.    I  am,  sir,  &>c. 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

The  CoLLfiOTOA  of  Cuttoma. 


No,  2. 
Trbabubt  DfiPABTMBifT,  Alsy  30, 1793, 

Sir:  It  being  the  opinion  of  the  Bzecottve 
that  there  is  no  general  law  of  the  land  prohibit- 
ing the  entry  and  sale  of  goods  captured  by  for- 
eign Powers  at  war,  aud.  consequently,  that  sqch' 
entry  and  sale  are  lawful,  except  in  cases  where 
a  prohibition  19  to  be  found  in  the  treaties  of  the 
United  Suies,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  this  De- 
partment to  make  known  to  you  that  the  entry  of 
yessels  eapaired  and  brobght  into  our  porta  by 
the  ships  of  war  and  privateers  of  France  and  of 
tbetr  cargoes,  is  to  be  received  in  the  same  man- 
ner, under  the  same  regulations,  and  upon  the 
same  conditions,  as  that  of  reRsels  and  their  car- 
goes which  are  not  prises.  One  of  these  condi- 
tions is,  of  course,  (be  payment  or  securing  the 
payment  of  the  duties  imposed  by  law  on  g^odsj. 
wares,  and  merchandise  imported,  and  on  the  ton- 
nage 4>f  ships  and  vessels.  But  tire  same  privi- 
lege will  not  extend  to  any  of  the  other  belligerr 
eat  Powers,  being  contrary  to  the  seventeenth 
and  twenty-second  articles  of  our  treaty  with 
Prance.    lam,  dbe. 

ALEXANDER/ HAMILTON. 

To  CoLUPTORS  of  Cutioms. 


No.  3.    7 
ProtUmaixtm  of  NaUraHtf. 
Commnnicated' to  Congress  Decsmber  8d,  1798,  and 
referred  to  in  the  Message  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  of  that  data,  of  which  tlie  following  is 
an  extract: 

''As  soon  as  the  war  in  Europe  had  embraced 
those  Powers  with  Whom  the  United  States  have 
the  most  extensive  relations,  there  was  reason  to 
nth  Con.  2d  Siiss.— 68 


apprehend  that  our  intercourse  with  them  might 
be  interrupted,  and  our  disposition  for  peac^ 
drawn  into  question  by  the  suspicions  too  oftea 
entertaiaed  by.  belligerent  nations.  It  seemed, 
therefore,  to  be  my  duty  to  admonish  our  citizens 
of  tl^e  consequences  of  a  contraband  trade,  and  of 
hostile  acts  to  any  of  the  parties^  andfto  obtain, 
by  a  declaration  of  the  existing  leeal  state  of 
things,  an  easier  admission  of  onr  right  to  the  im- 
munities beloogiog  to  dnrsicoauon.  Under  these 
impressions,  tiie  proelamationj  which  will  be  laid 
before  you.  was  issued. 

."In  this  posture  of  affairs,  both  new  and  deli- 
cate, I  Fes9lved  to  adopt  general  rules,  which 
should  conform,  to  the  treaties,  and  assert  the 
privile|fes  of  the  United  States.  These  were  re- 
duced mto  a  svstem,  which  will  be  oommunicfr- 
ted  to  you.  Although, I  hare  not  thought  myself 
at  liberty  to  forbid  Qxe  sale  of  the  prizes,  permit* 
ted  by  our  treaty  of  OMamerce  with  France  to 
be  brought  into  our  ports,  I  have  not  refused  to 
cause  them  to  be  restored  when  they  were  taken 
within  the  protection  of  our  territory^  or  by  ves- 
sels commissioned  or  equipped  in  a  warlike  form 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States." 

By  the  Prmdeni  of  the  United  States  of  Ameriau 

A  PROOI^AMATION. 

Whereas  it  appears  that  a  state  of  war  exists 
between  Austria.  Prussia.  Sardinia,  Great  firtain, 
and '  the  Unitea  Nethertaad^,  of  the  one  part^ 
and  France  on  the  other;  and  the  doty  ana  in- 
terest of  the  United  Stii!tes  rec^uire,  that  they 
should  with  'Sincerity  and  good  faith  adopt  and 
pursue  a  conduct  friendly  and  impartial  toward 
the  belligerent  Powers: 

I  have;  therefore,  thought  fit  by  these  presents 
to  declare  the  disposition  of  the  United  States  ta 
observe  the.  conduct  aforesaid  towards  those 
Powers  respectivdy;  and  to  exhort  and  warn  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  carefully  to  avoid 
ell  acts  and  proceedings  whatsoever,  which  may 
in  any  manner  tend  to  contraTene  such  die- 
position.        .   * 

And  I  do  hereby  also  mi|ke  known,  that  wbo« 
sderer  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  shall 
render  himself  liable  to  punishment  or  forfettnre 
under  the  law  of  nations,  by  committing,  aiding, 
or  abetting  hostilitieii  against  any  df  the  said 
Powers,  or  by  carrying  to  any  of  tbein  those  arti^ 
cles  which  are  deemed  contraband  by  the  modem 
usage  of  nations,  will  not  receive  the  protection 
of  the  United  States,  against  such  punishment  or 
forfeiture;  and  funher,  that  I  have  ^ven  instruct 
ttons  to  those  officers,  to  whom  it  belongs,  to 
cause  prosecutions  to  be  instituted  against  all 
persons  who  shall,  within  tbe  cognizance  of  the 
courts  of  the  United  States,  riolate  the  laws  of 
nations,  with  respect  to  the  Powers  at  war,  or 
any  of  them. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I  hare  caused  the  seal  of 
the  United  States  of  America  to  be  affixed 
[l.  8.]  to  these  presents,  and  signed  the  same 
with  my  band. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  tbe  twenty- 
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second  day  of  April,  one  thoasand  serep  bondred 
and  DiDety-three,  and  of  (he  Indepeodence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  seventeenth. 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
Bf  the  President: 

Th.  Jefpebson. 


Instructions  to  the  Collectors  of  the  Castoms. 
PHiLAnsLPHtA,  AugiiMt,  4,  1793. 
Sta:  It  appearing  that  repeated  contraventions 
of  oar  neutrality  have  taken  place  in  the  ports  of 
the  Unit^  States,  without  having  been  discorer- 
ed  in  time  for  prevention  or  remedy,  I  have  it  in 
command  from  the  President  to  address  to  the 
collectors  of  the  respective  districts  a  particular 
instruction  on  the  subject. 

It  is  expected  that  the  officers  of  the  customs 
in  each  district  will,  in  the  coUrse  of  their  official 
functions,  have  a  vigilant  eye  upon  whatever 
may  be  passing  within  the  por^  harbors,  creeks, 
inlets,  and  waters,  of  such  district,  of  a  nature  to 
contravene  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and,  qpon  dis- 
covery of  anything  of  the  kind,  will  give  in^me- 
diate  notibe  xo  the  Governor  of  the  State,  ^nd  to 
theattorneyof  the  judicial  district  comprehending 
the  district  of  the  customs  within  which  any 
such  contravention, may  happen. 

Ta  assist  the  judgment  of  the  officers  on  this 
hctad,  I  transmit  faere'with  a  schedule  of  rules 
concerning  sundry  particuhirs  which  have  been 
adopted  by  the  President,  as  dedactions  from  the 
laws  of  neutrality,  established  and  received  among 
nations.  Whatever  shall  be  contrary  to  these  rules 
will,  of  course,  be  to  be  notified  as  above  men- 
tioned. 

There  are  some  other  points  which,  pursuant 
to  our  treaties,  and  the  determination  or  the  Ex- 
eeutite,  I  ought  to  notice  to  you. 

If  any  vessel  of  either  ol  the  Powers  at  war 
with  France  should  briiiff  or  send  within  your 
district  a  prize  madci  of  the  subjects,  people,  or 
property  of  France,  it  is  iminediately  |o  be  noti- 
fied to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  in  order  that 
measures  may  be  taken,  pursuant  to  the  17th 
article  of  our  treaty  with  Fnai^ce,  to  oblige  such 
vessel  and  her  prize,  or  such  prize,  when  sent  in 
without  the  capturing  vessel,  to  depart. 

No  privateer  of  any  of  the  Powers  at  war  with 
France,  coming  within  a  district  of  the  United 
Sutes,  can,  by  the  22d  article  of  our  treaty  with 
France,  enjoy  any  other  privilege  than  that  of 
purchasing  such  victuals  as  shall  be  necessary  for 
her  going  to  the  next  p6rt  of  the  Prince  or  State 
from  which  she  has  her  coinmissioo.  If  she 
should  do  anything  beside  this,  it  is  immediately 
to  be  reported  to  the  Governor,  and  the  attorney 
of  the  district.  Tou  will  observe,  by  the  rules 
transmitted,  that  the  term  privateer  is  understood 
not  to  extend  to  vessels  armed  for  merchandise 
and  war,  commonly  called  with  us  letters  of 
marque,  npr,  of  course,  to, vessels  of  war  in  the 
immediate  service  of  the  Government  of  either 
of  the  Powers  at  war. 

No  armed  ressel  which  has  been  or  shall  be 
originally  fitted  out  in  any  port  of  the  United 


States,  by  either  of  the  parties  at  war,  is  hene^ 
forth  to  have  asylum  in  any  district  of  the  Ooi- 
ted  States.  If  any  such  armed  vessel  shall  tp- 
peiar  within  your  district,  she  is  immediitelj  to 
be  notified  to  the  Governor;  and  attorney  of  tke 
district,  which  is  also  to  be  done  in  respect  to  aor 
prize  that  such  armed  vessel  shall  bring  or  sesd 
in.  At  foot  is  a  list  of  such  armed  vessels  of  the 
above  description  as  hare  hitherto  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  Executive. 

The  purchasing  within,  and  exporting  fraii 
the  United  States,  by  way  of  merchandise,  ani- 
cles  commonly  called  eontrababd,  being  geQe^ 
ally  warlike  instruments  and  military  stores,  b 
free  to  all  the  parties  at  war,  and  is  not  to  be  ii* 
terfered  with.  If  our  own  citizens  undertake  to 
carry  them  to  any  of  those  parties,  they  will  be 
abandoned  to  the  pienalties  which  the  laws  of 
war  authorize. 

You  will  be  particularly  caretul  to  obeem. 
and  to  notify  «s  directed  in  other  insunces,  the 
caifie  of  any  citizen  of  the  United  States  whs 
shall  be  found  in  the  service  o€  either  of  the  pu- 
ties  at  war. 

In  case  any  vessel  shall  be  found  in  the  act  of 
contravening  any  of  the  rules  or  principles  which 
are  the  ground  of  this  instruction,  she  is  to  here- 
fused-a  clearance  until  she  shall  have  complied 
with  what  the  Governor  shall  have  decided  ii 
reference  to  her.  Care,  however,  is  to  be  ttkea 
in  this,  not  unnecessarily  or  unreasonably  toeii- 
barrass  trade,  or  to  vex  any  of  the  parties  eor 
cerned. 

In  order  that  contraventions  may  be  the  better 
ascertained,  it  is  desired  that  the  officer  who  shili 
first  go  on  board  any  vessel  arriving  within /oar 
district,  shall  make  an  accurate  survey  of  htf 
then  condition  as  to  nulitary  equipment,  to» 
forthwith  reported  to  you;  and  that,  prior  tio  her 
clearance,  a  like  survey  be  made,  that  any  «»W" 
gression  of  the  rules  laid  down  may  be  llce^ 
tained.  ■      '       -    j 

But,  as  the  propriety  of  any  such  inspectiM" 
a  vessel  of  war  in  the  immediate  service  of  lh« 
Goyernment  of  a  foreign  nation  is  not  withoit 
question  in  reference  to  the  usage  of  nitioiS|>Ji 
attempt  is  to  be  made  to  inspect  any  soch  veticL 
till  further  order  on  the  poinL 

The  President  desires  me  to  signify  to  yon  his 
most  particular  expectation,  that  the  instrncuoa 
conuined  in  thi?  letter  will  be  executed  with  w 
greatest  vigilance,  care,  activity,  and  iaiparuil»«y' 
Omissions  will  tend  to  expose  the  Governmeii 
to  injurious  imputations  and  suspicions,  too  ^ 
portionably  to  commit  the  good  faith  and  petc< 
of  the  country— objects  of  too  much  imporusee 
not  to  eneage  every  proper  exertion  of  yow 
zeal.    Will  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  &c. 

ALEXANDERHAMILTON. 

1.  The  original  arming  and  equipping  of  »»• 
sels  in  the  ports  of  the  United  Slates,  by  My« 
the  belligerent  parties^  for  military  service,  olW- 
sive  or  defensive,  is  deemed  unlawful. 

2.  Equipments  of  merchant  vessels ^  byeiiwr 
of  the  belligerent  parties ,  in  the  ports  of  the  unf 
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ted  States,  purely  for  the  accommodation  of  them 
as  such,  is  deemed  lawful. 

3.  Equipments  in  ttie  ports  of  the  United 
States,  or  vessels  of  war  in  the  immediate  ser- 
vice of  the  Qovernment  of  any  of  the  belligerent 
parties,  which,  if  done  to  other  vessels,  would  be 
of  a  doubtful  nature,  as  being  applicable  either  to 
commerce  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful;  except 
those  which  shall  have  made  prize  of  the  subjects, 
people^  or  property  of  Prance,  coming  with  their 
prizes  into  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  pursu- 
ant to  the  17th  artideof  our  Treaty  ot  Amity 
and  Commerce  with  Prance. 

4.  Equipments  in  thj»  ports  ef  the  United 
States,  by  any  of  the  patties  at  war  with  Prance, 
of  vessels  fitted  for  merchandise  and  war,  whe- 
ther with  or  without'coramissions,  which  are 
doubtful  in  thefr  nature,  as  being  applicable  either 
to  commerce  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful;  except 
those  which  shall  have  made  prize,  dbc. 

6.  Equipments  of  any  of  the  vessels  of  France, 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  which  are 
doubtful  in  their  nature,  as  being  applicable  to 
comme!rce  or  war,  are  deemed  lawful. 

6.  Equipments  of  every  kind,  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  of  privateers  of  the  Powers  at  war 
with  France,  are  deemed  unlawful. 

7.  Equipments  of  vessels  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  of  a  nature  solely 
adapted  to  war,  are  deemed  unlawful;  except 
those  stranded  or  wrecked,  as  mentioned  in  the 
Idth  article  of  our  treaty  with  France,  the  16th 
of. our  treaty  with  the  United  Netherlatids,  the 
9th  of  our  treaty  with  Prussia,  and,  etcept  those 
mentioned  in  the  19th  article  of  our  treaty  with 
France,  the  17ih  of  our  treaty  with  the  United 
Netherlands,  the  I8th  of  our  treaty  with  Prussia. 

8.  Vessels  of  either  of  the  parties,  not  aribed, 
or  armed  previous  to  their  coming  into  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  which  shall  not  have  in- 
fringed any  of  the  foreg[oinff  rhles,  may  lawfully 
en^ge  or  enlist  therein  their  own  subjects  or 
citizens,  not  beinjg  inhabitaYits  of  the  United 
States;  except  privateers  of  the  Powers  at  war 
with  Franc^e,  and  except  those  vessels  which 
shall  have  made  prize,  dtc.  ' 


No.  4. 
Tabasurt  Departmbnt,  Aug.  32, 1793. 
Sir  :  Though  it  was  not  expressly  said,  yet  I 
presume  it  would  have  been  understood  as  clearly 
implied  in  the  instruction  contained  in  my  circu- 
lar of  the  4th  instant: 
That  the  liberty  to  enter  ressels  and  their  car- 

foes  brought  in  as  prizes  by  the  armed  vessels  of 
'ranee,  was  not,  alter  the  receipt  of  that  letter, 
to  include  vessels  and  cargoes  taken  and  brought 
or  sent  in  by  armed  vessels  originalljr  fitted  out 
in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  while  remain- 
ing in  possession  of  their  captors,  it  will  follow 
that  if  an  attempt  shall  be  made  to  land  goods 
from  on  board  such  vessels^  they  are  to  be  seized 
and  proceeded  against  as  directed  by  the  twentjr- 
sixth  section  of  collection  law.  Lest  the  impli- 
cation  above-mentioned  should  not  hare  baea  ob- 


vious to  all,  I  have  concluded  to  give  this  further 
explanation. 

I  am,  with  consideration,  sir,  your  humble 
servant, 

ALEXANDER  HAMILTON. 

To  the  Collectors  (fthe  Customa, 

'No.5. 
TBSA0UBT  Dbfartmbnt,  Oct.  6, 1794. 

Sir  :  It  appears,  from  communications  to  tbk 
department,  that  the  expressions  ^equipmenta 
which  are  of  a  doubtful  nature,  as  being  applioa* 
bla  either  to  contaeree  or  war,"  which  occur  io 
the  fourth  and  fifth  rules  adopted  by  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  which  were  comna- 
nioated  to  you  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
on  the  4th  of  August,  1793,  have  been  in  some 
instances  uaderstopd  to  tdlerate  the  fitting  and 
arming  of  vessels  for  defence,  or  for  merchandise 
and  war* 

As  this  construction  is  manifestly  irreconcilable 
with  the  first  of  the  ^ules  referred  to,  and  with 
the  plain  tenor  of  the  supplementary  act  of  Coa* 
gress  passed  on  the  6th  of  June,  1794,  for  defining 
and  punishing  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  It  is  or  importance  immediately  to  correct 
an  error,  the  operation  of  which  is  to  defhat  the 
intentions  of  il^e  Qbvemment,  and  eontravene 
the  neutrality  of  the  United  States. 

You  ^ill  tberefbitt  be  pleased  to  understand 
that  the  arming  and  equipping  of  vessels  in  the 
ports  of  the  United  States  for  military  service^ 
whether  offensive,  or  defensive,  ^by  any  of  the 
belligerent  parties,  is  unlawful ;  and  that  the  pro- 
hibition as  efiectuallv  extends  to  military  equip- 
ments destined,  for  the  protection  and  ddfenoe  of 
a  Tessel  and  her  merchandise,  as  to  those  equip- 
ments the  object  of  which  is  combat  or  offensive 
hostility. 

The  equipjments  of  a  ^  doubtful  nature,  as  being 
applicable  either  to  commerce  or  war,'' which 
were  intended  by  the  roles  Of  the  {^resident,  and 
which  were  deemed  lawful,  will  be  best  exem- 
plified^by  stating  certain  cases  which  have  oc- 
curred. 

1st.  The  waste  boards  of  vessels  had  been 
raised  considerably  hi^^her  than  usual,  and 
strengthened  with  kddiiional  timber  and  plank, 
which  was  understood  to  be  preparatory  to  the 
opening  of  port-holes. 

In  this  case  it  was  determined  that  the  equip» 
ment  was  of  a  **  doubtful  nature ;"  for  until  port- 
holes were  actually  opened,  it  could  not  be  pro- 
nounced that  there  existed  a  militaty  object. 
Port-holes  have,  however^  been  determined  to  be 
a  military  equipment,  their  use  being  foreign  to 
navigation,  and  being  merely  applicable  to  com- 
hat  or  war. 

2d.  A  French  privateer  procured  an  extra  num- 
ber of  oars,  and  it  was  suggested  that  they  maac 
have  been  for  military  service,  as  it  wfts  entireljr 
unusual  to  have  so  great  a  number  for  mere  navi- 
gation. 

It  was,  however,  decided  that  this  equipment 
waa  also  of  a  "  doubtful  nature,''  aa  oar  beio|^ 
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merely  an  iDstrameot  of  navigatioo,  and  there 
beiog  no  criterion  by  which  to  determine  what 
extra  number  should  change  the  nature  of  the 
equipment.  ; 

It  is  an  established  principle  that  we  cannot, 
without  a  contraventioii  of  our  neutrality,  permit 
either  of  the  belligerent  parties  to  increase  their 
force  or  means  of  annoyance  of  military  defence 
within  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  and  it  is 
essential  that  this  prtoeipJe  be  maintained  with 
good  (kith,  and  according  to  the  dictatea  of  im- 
pAttialily  and  reason. 

A  temporary  absence  pf  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  public  business  is  the.  osuse  of  my 
addressing  you  on  this  subject.  It  is  proper  that 
I  should  add,  that  the  principles  of  this  commo- 
lucation  are  conformable  to  his  opia  ion.  I  am,  dbc. 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Jr. 

To  the  CoLLECToae  of  the  Cutimm. 


No.  6. 


TaEAsuRT  Depabtm ENT,  Jum  30, 17961 

Sir:  By  an  instruction  from  this  department, 
dated  the  30th  of  May,  1793,  the  Collectors  were 
informed  that  the  "  entry  of  yessels  captured  and 
brought  into  oiir  ports  by  ships  of  war  and  pri?a- 
teers  of  France  and  of  their  cargoes,  was  to  be 
receired  in  the  same  manner,  under  the  ranse 
regulations,  and  upon  the  same  conditions,  as  the 
entry  of  vessels  wnich  were  not  prizes ;''  but  that 
this  privilege  was  not  to  extend  to  the  belligerent 
Powers  at  war  with  France,  being  contrary  to 
the  seventeenth  and  twenty-second  articles  of 
our  treaty  with  that  nation. 

The  entry  tind  sale  in  our  poru  of  prizes  to 
privateers  commissioned.. by  Ffance,  not  being 
atipolated  in  our  treaty  as  a  right  to  be  enjoyed 
by  that  nation,  and  there  beiog  an  express  stqHi- 
lation  in  the  twenty-fourth  article  of  the  late 
Ueaty  with  Great  Brhain,  ^tbat  it  shall  not  be 
lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers  (not  beinff  sub^ 
jeots  or  citizens  of  either  of  the  said  parties)  who 
nave  commissions  from  any  other  Prince  or 
State  in  enmity  with  either  nation,  to  arm  their 
ships  in  the  ports  of  either  of  the  said  parties,  or 
to  sell  what  they  have  uken,  nor  to  any  other 
manner  to  ezQhaage  the  same,"  it  has  become 
nteessary  xo  Y^tj  (he  former  instructions  ac- 
oordingly. 

You  will  therefore  observe,  that  hereafter  vet* 
aels  and  property  captured  from  the  subjects  of 
Great  Britain  by  privateers  commissioned  against 
that  nation  are  not  to  be  admitted  to  an  entry  in 
the  ports  of  the  United  States;  of  course,  any 
poods  or  property  landed  therefrom  will  be  sub- 
ject to  seizure  as  beinfl^  imported  coiitrary  to  law. 

The  Collectors  will  recollect  that  the  security 
of  the  revenue  and  the  faith  of  the  United  Sutes 
are  highly  concerned  in  preventing  the  introduc- 
tion for  consumption  or  sale  of  any  good&  or  prop- 
erty by  prizes  to  privateers;  when  such  vessels 
appear  m  our  ports,  they  will,  therefore,  cause 
extraordinary  care  and  viffilance  to  be  observed. 

The  twenty-second  article  of  our  treaty  with 
Fmnee,  and  the.  twenty-fourth  article  of  our 


treaty  tvith  QtuLt  Britain  contain  stipnlttioii 
that  privateers  commissioned  against  either  of 
the  i)arties  shall  not  be  allowed  to  purchase  more 
provisions  than  shall  be  necessary  to  their  goiag 
to  the  nearest  port  of  that  Prince  or  State  from 
whom  they  obtained  commissions ;  if^  therefore, 
the  privateers  of  eitheic  nation  exceed  what  it 
permitted  in  this  respect,  immediate  reporu are 
to  be  made  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  aad  At- 
torney of  the  district.    I  am,  &fi* 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Ji. 
To  the  CoLLBOTOse  qfthe  Outwm. 

No.  7. 
TRBASoriir  Department,  Mag  25, 1666. 

Srn :  I  Jiave  to  request  your  attention  to  the 
fourth  section  of  the  annexed  act  of  Coogrets, 
entitled  '^  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  presern- 
tion  of  beace  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of  the 
United  States,  and  in  the  waters  under  their  jo- 
risdictioo,"  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1805. 

As  the  commanders  of  public  armed  vessels  ire 
thereby  directed  in  every  instance  to  report  their 
vessels  to  the  Collector,  a  duty  from  which  tbef 
were  heretofore  exempted  by  the  thirly-firrt  sw- 
tion  of  the  collection  law.  the  President  directs 
that  whenever  such  a  vessel  shall  arrive,  yon  will 
inform  the  commander,  either  in  person,  or  ii 
writing,  or  by  message  delivered  by  the  surveyor, 
or  by  the  captain  of  the  revenue  cutter,  of  this 
new  provision,  and  request  him  to  make  report. 
This  report  will  be  only  a  statement  of  the  nirnc 
of  the  vessel,  country,  and  commander,  of  the 
force  of  the  vessel,  of  the  port  from  which  ar- 
rived, and.  in  the  words  of  tlie  act,  of  the  object 
of  his  entering  the  harbor.  It  may  be  mm 
either  verbally  to  yourself,  or  other  reveooe  offi- 
cer notifying  the  commander  of  the  vessel,  ofia 
writing;  and  the  provision  being  a  new  ooe,]foa 
will  be  careful,  whilst  you  carry  the  same  into 
efiect,  that  the  officers  and  flags  of  all  nttioos 
shall  be  treated  with  respect.  . 

You  will  continue  to  eiiforce  the  rcguliiioDS 
made  by  tbe  State,  health,  or  quarantine  Uwsj 
and  if,  by  the  laws  of  the  Stale  pr  port  regnU- 
tions,  already  in  force,  a  certain  position  m  tue 
harbor  has  been  assis^ncd  to  armed  vessels  yot 
will  conforb  therewith.  You  may  also,  if  y«« 
shall  think  it  of  nrgent  necewityj  malce  Ifetn.P^ 
rary  regulktions  for  that  obieot,  if  none  yet  east; 
but  it  will  be  more  eligible  that  you  should  m 
the  first  instance  report  .your  opinion  thereon  to 
this  office  for  the  President's  consideration  and 
decision.  General  instructions  cannot  be  gi^en 
on  that  point,  as,  if  jiecessary,  they  must  vanr  W" 
cording  to  the  situation  of  the  harbor;  and  yoi 
will  be  pleased  to  sUte  whether  any,  and,  lUnTj 
what  restrictions  appear  to  you  proper  to  be  tsr 
tablished  both  on  that  subject  and  in  relaiion  to 
the  intercourse  between  such  ships  and  thesliorc. 

Th^  President  has  not  thought  it  proper  tola/ 
for  the  present  any  new  restrictions  on  ^^^^ 
mission,  stay,  or  departure  of  armed  vessels,  d^ 
all  the  instructions  helrelofore  given  on  that  $a^ 
ject,  and  particularly  tp  those  which  relate  m> 
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«qolp0Not9,  to  pdv»ieersf  aqd  to  pri^e%  loosl  be 
oofifidered  as  being  still  id  force, 

la  case  of  refasal  or  negleet  to  conform  witb 
Iha  resuUtiODs  preacribed,  yon  will  be  pleased 
to  maEe  an  immediaie  report  thereof  to  this 
ofllce,    I  have,  Soc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

To  tke  CoiiLKCTOBs^  0f  tke  CWfovit . 


SPAIN. 


[Cooimiiiiicated  to  the  House,  Pebrvsifj  9, 1610.] 
7b  ike  House  of  lUpresentoHvei  of  the  tMitedJSiaiei.' 

I  transmit  to  the  Hoase  a  report  of  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  twenty-second  of  January. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FttBCABT  9, 1810. 

DsPAmniirr  of  State, 
February  9, 1810. 

The  Secretary  of  State,  to  whom  the  President 
bfts  bee^  pleaeed  to  reier  the  resdntioh  of  the 
House  of  Represeiitativev  of  the  82d  of  last 
month,  has  the  henjor  lo  slate,  that  it  appears  from 
the  reeords  in  this  Departmeat,  that  ia  the  years 
1801  aad  1803,  the  Executive  had  emieavored  to 
ohcaiA  for  the  ciiisens  of  the  United  States,  re-, 
aiding  Oft  the  watersof  Tombighfceand  Alabama 
riveia,  the  free  naTigatiim  of  the  Mobile  river  to 
ita  conflnenite  with  theocea^.  X^L  By  claiming 
this  tavigatioa  as  a  natural  right,  sanctioned  by 
the  general  prineiples  of  the  law  of  nations,  ad- 
jplicahle  to  rivo-s  ^mtlarJ^  situated ;  and  2J,  fiy 
eedearoring  to  purchase  the  country  hfld  by 
Spain  OB  the  Mobile^ 

These  efforts  were  Biade^  before  it  was  known 
Ihet  Spain  had  ceded  Louisiana  to  France,  and 
eeuaequently  before  the  purchase  of  that  provr 
iDce  by  the  United  States.  Sioce  that  purchase^ 
the  eovntry  held  by  ^pain  on  the  Mobile  has 
been  claimed  as  being  iuoliided  therein. 

The  Spanish  GoveonmeiM  having  objected  to 
this  claim  in  a  nauner  which  justified-  a  belief 
that  the  question  would  not  soon  be  decided,  out 
MiQister  at  Madrid  was  instructed  again  to  claim 
the  free  iiavigatiou  of  the  Mobile,  under  the  gen- 
eral principled  of  the  law  of  nations,  and  to  rep- 
laaent  to  His  Caiholie  Majesty  the  propriety  and 
aecessity  of  giviug^ orders  to  his  officers  not  to 
taterrapt  the  free  eommunicatiop  With  our  terri- 
tories throQgh  the  waters  of  the  Mobile. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  done  throngh  this 
Department,  it  appears  that  tbe  Governor  of  the 
Orleans  Terjitory,  and  other  officers  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  have  endeavored  to  induce  the  Span- 
ish authorities  on  the  Mobile  t<^  abstain  from  ex- 
acting duties  on  the  passage  of  our  mercbandise 
or  produce  up  or  down  that  river.  Noiwithstand- 
iuff,  however,  everything  which  has  been  doae, 
it  to  understood  that  these  authorities  have  con- 
tiDued  to  exact  (with  some  occasional  relaxa- 
fiooa)  a  duty  of  twel^  percent,  "on  allartides 


of  the  growth  or  mannfacture  of  the  United 
Sutes^  'which  are  conyeyed  through  said  river  to 
and  from  the  city  of  New  Orleans." 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 


PRANCE  AND  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

[ComtDunieated  to  the  House,  Febmsiy  ^9^  1810.] 
TolfAc  ^otise  of  RepreeerdaHtee  of  the  United  SiaitMf 

I  transmit  reports  of  the  Secretaries  of  State 
and  of  the  Treasury,  com{>lying  with  their  reso- 
lution of  the  6th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

FBBanlBT  17, 1910. 

^  Department  OF  Statu, 

JPtbruaty  U,  ISlil 
Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rejp- 
resentatives  of  the  fifth  instanf,  requesting  the 
President  of  the  United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  that  House  copteeef  the  several  cotomuni* 
eations  med^  to  the  Govemmeuts  of  France  and 
Gkeat  Britaia^  in  pursuance  to  the  authorities 
vested  by  Congress  in  the  Executive,  with  respect 
to  the  several  orders  and  decrees  of  either,  vio- 
lating the  lawful  commerce  and  neutraf  rights  of 
the  United  States,  except  sbch  parts  as  may,  iu 
his  judgment,  require  secrecy ;  and  also  to  com- 
municate to  the  same  House  sdch  information  as 
he  may  have  received^  touching  the  forgery  of 
papers  purporting  to  be  those  of  American  vat- 
sels;  the  Secrets^  of  State  has  the  honor  of 
laying  before  the  President  the  following  papers, 
viz: 

1.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Smith,  Secre- 
tary of  State»  to  Qeneral  Armstrong,  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at  Paris, 
dated  March  15,  1809. 

2.  Copy  of  a  note  from  Qeneral  Armstrong  to 
Count  ^hampagny.  Minister  of  Exterior  Rela- 
tions at  Paris,  dated  99th  April,  1809. 

3.  Extract  of  aietter  from  Mr.  Smith  to  Mr. 
Piokney,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  London,  dated  March  25, 1809, 

4.  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Pinkney  to 
Mr.  Smith,  dated  May  1, 1809. 

A.  Extracts  of  a  letter  froA  John  M.  Forbes, 
Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Hamburg,  to  Mr. 
Madison,  Secretary  of  State,  dated  13th  Novena- 
ber,  1807. 

B.  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Lee,commer^ 
cial  agent  of  tbe  United  Sutes  at  Bordeaux,  to 
the  same,  dated  November  1, 1808. 

C.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hacklej,  Consul 
of  the  United  Sutes  at  St.  Lucar,  to  Mr.  Smith, 
dated  Cadiz,  28d  March,  1809. 

D.  Sundry  original  documents  helonrng  to 
and  concernmg  the  ship  Aurora  of  New  York. 

£.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Harris,  Oou- 
sul  of  the  United  States  at  St.  Petersburg,  to  Mr. 
Sukith,  dated  13th  [25th]  October,  1809,  covering 
certain  papers  belonging  to  the  ship  called  the 
Gkioigia,  of  Ne  w  York. 
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F.  Extracts  of  a  letter  from  John  M.  Forbes, 
dated  November  7. 1809,  to  Mr.  Smith,  ^oyering 
the  forced  sea-letter  of  the  ship  Arno.  of  Boston, 
dated  AagUst  21,  1809;  al6o,  a  lelter  of  the  same 
date,  signed  Stephen  Higginson  and  Co.  to  Cap- 
taiti  William  Kempton. 

G.  Extract  of  a  letter  from  Willian^  Eirkpat- 
rick,  Consul  of  the  United  States  at  Malaga,  to 
Mr.  Smith,  dated  November  25,  1809. 

It  may  be  proper,  moreovjer,  to  state,  that  vari- 
ous other  communications  have  been  received  at 
this  Department  from  the  pgents  of  the  Uoited 
States  in  foreign  countries,  which  mention  that 
the  practice  prevails  of  forging  American  ships' 
papers  and  doeumeots;  but  as  they  da  not  afford 
any  details,  they  are  not  included  in  this  report, 
which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

R.  SMITH. 

[Fpr  the  correspondence  between  the  Secreta- 
ry of  State  and  the  Ministers  of  the  United  States 
in  Paris  and  in  London,  communicated  by  this 
Message^  see  atUe^  pages  3115  to  2131.] 


A^ — ^Ifextracts  of  a  kttdr  from  John  M.  Forbes,  Consul 
of  the  United  States  at  Hamburg,  to  Mr.  Madison, 
Socretaiy  of  State,  dated     , 

.November  18, 1807. 

Two  days  ago,  the  chief  of  the  French  doua- 
niers,  M.  £^udel,  having,  from  the  circulating  ru- 
mors of  the  town,  reason  to  suspect  that  an 
American  ship,  the  Lucy.  Captain  Jesse  Enetee, 
entered  as  coming  from  Norfolk,  had  come  from 
England,  proceeded  to  examine  the  crewj  notice 
of  this  was  given  to  me  by  the  captain,  who  had 
also  consigned  his  ship  and  freight  to  me,  the 
^arffo  being  addressed  ,to  Messrs.  Osgand  db  Co. 
of  this  city  i  but  having  always  refused  tp  ac- 
knowledge the  authority  of  the  French  ^ouaoier^, 
I  declined  being  present  in  any  official  character, 
and,  as  tbe  aommercial  correspondent  of  the  cap- 
tain, sent  my  chief  clerk  on  board  to  render  such 
assistance  as  might  be  proper:  The  examination 
did  not  take  place  on  board  at  the  time  appoint- 
ed,-but  at  a  later  hour,  at  the  house  of  M.  Eudel. 
My  clerk  was  not  present,  but  I  afterward  learned 
that  the  mate  and  crew  had  all  sworn  that  the 
ship  came  from  London.  As  soon  as  I  learned 
this,  1  wrote  the  captain  a  letter  disclaiming  all 
further  individual  agency  in  this  business. 

I  examined  mpre  closely  the  papers  of  the  ship 
Lucy,  and  convinced  myself,  by  comparison  of 
hanos,  that^he  signatures  both  of  the  President 
and  your  Excellency  to  the  sea-letter,  were  both 
evidently  forged. 

B^^Extraets  of  a  letter  iirom  Mr,  Lee,  Consul  of  the 
United  States  at  Bordeaux,  to  the  8ecreta];y  of 
State,  dated 

NoVBMBfiS  1, 1808. 
I  have  been  long  in  expectation  that  the  Presi- 
dent would  have  instructed  the  Consols  to  detain 
in  their  hands  the  papers  of  all  American  vessels 
found  in  their  district  after  the  embargo,  unless 
they  were  bounfl  directly  to  the  Uniteid  States. 


A  detennination  of  this  nature  would  have  done 
but  little  or  no  injury  to  our  merchants,  and  pat 
a  stop  to  the  practice  of  the  English,  who  tend 
shoals  of  American  vessels  from  their  porta^ 
whose  owner^  nerer  saw  America,  and  whose 
papers  are  manufactured  fa  London. 
.  Ten  vessels,  suspected  of  having  been  expedited 
in  this  way  from^  London,  lately  arrived  in  the 
river  Charente.  as  coming  from  Norway,  tod 
were  admitted  by  the  custom-house.  I  seat  tn 
asent  over  to  Charente,  to^examine  intothesttte 
of  these  vessels,  whose  report  confirmed  my  sos- 
piciqns.  I  immediately  wrote  General  Armstrong 
on  the  subject;  but,  fearinff  delays  might  be  In- 
jurious, I.set  out  for  La  Rochelle,  and,  on  my 
arrival  at  Btaiz^.  learned  that  some  of  the  crews 
of  these  vessels  nad  betrayed  their  captains,  and 
that  the  whole  of  them  were  seized  by  this  Got- 
ernment,  and  the  crews  imprisoned. 

It  is  proper  to  state  to  you.  sir,  that  our  vessels' 
papers,  with  all  their  private  marks,  are  so  com- 
pletely copied  in  London,  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  detect  them. 


C.--Ridiaid  8.  Hackley,  Goasnl  of  the  United  8tit«i 
at  St.  Lacar,  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Caniz,  AfarcA  23, 1809. 

SfR :  Your  Department  has  no  doubt  been  in- 
formed that  th^  practice  prevails  in  London  of 
forging  all  kinds  of  papers- that  appertain  tothip* 
ping  m  the  United  States,  to  which  may  be  added 
passport^  from  the  Department  of  Sute,  eertifi- 
cates  of  naturalization;  &c.,  some  of  which  tie 
well  executed,  so  much  so,  that  the  fraud  ?eij 
generally  passes  without  being  detected.  Bjrthii 
mean's,  a  considerable  trade  has  been  carried  on 
last  year  under  ourflagy  by  British  shipp»9)P>'*' 
ticularly  to  Russia  and.Bouth  America,  and 
British  subjects  have  passed  wbarever  their boti- 
ness  called  them.  Protected  by  these  papers, oiir 
countrymen  have  but  4n  too  many  ioMaDces 
found  similar  frauds  to  answer  their  own  porpo- 
ses  under  the  state  of  things  as  they  ^aw  are^aod 
have  for  some  time  been  in  Europe. 

The  name  of  the  pers^  in  London,  who  is  the 
great  dealer  in  this  species  of  apeeulation,  isVtfl 
Sandcfr,  and  with  this  note,  I  cover  you  a  sample 
of  his  execution  in  a  set  of  papers  received  from 
an  American  citizen  here,  from  whom  I  i^ 
manded  them  upon  being  informed  that  he  had 
them.  To  you  the  propriety  wilt  occur  of  taldDg 
some  imibediate  step  to'  corf eet*  this  evil,  which, 
from  its  increasing  practiced,  is  becoming  of  sen- 
ous  importance  in  many  points  of  view. 

With  much  respect,  dfcc. 

RICHARD  S.  HACKLBY. 


D^r-^Utement  of  the  Collector  of  Boston  respecting 
ship  Arno. 
The  ship  Arno,  of  Duxbnry,  burden  197  7-95, 
owned  by  Jacob  Weston,  of  Duxbury,  in  ihcotf- 
trict  of  Plymouth,  State  of  Masaachuseets,  and 
Wiltiam  Kempton.  and  John  Ferry,  of  Bostoa, 
State  aforesaid,  William  Kempion,mMter ;  clea^ 
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edfrom  tbe  district  of  Boston  and  Cbarlestown. 
on  the  17tli  da^r  of  Jaoe,  1809,  for  Bremen,  loaded 
with  eight  hundred  and  four  barrels  pearl  ashes, 
weighing  3,350  cwt.,  and  three  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  barrels  of  pot  ashes,  weighing  1,219  cwt,  be- 
ing the  whole  of  her  ear^o.  A  bond  was  taken 
that  the  said  vessel  shoald  not  proceed  to  a  part 
in  France  or  its  dependencies,  in  the  penalty 
of  eighty  thousand  dollars.  A  certificate  has 
been  returned  t>f  tbe  landing  of  the  cargo  afore- 
said, at  London,  signed  by  Samuel  Williams,  mer- 
chant, and  William  Lytnan,  Consul  «t  London. 
Her  register  was  granted  at  Plymouth,  on  the  17th 
day  ofMaj,  1809,  No.  27^;  and  she  had  from  this 
office  a  Mediterranean  pas;s,  dated  17Lb  June, 
1809,  No.  87;  and  all  other  papers  requisite. 

The  ship  ^rno  is  now  in  this  port,  and  Kemp- 
ton,  her  late  master.  H.  D. 

E. — Extract  from  a  letter  of  Levett  Harris,  Consul  of 
the  United  SUtes  at  6t  Petershnrg,  to  Mr.  Smith. 

St.  PtiTBHBBURO,  Oct.  13,  [25]  1809. 
I  transmit  you  herewith  the  papers  of  a  vessel  ^ 
called  the  Georgia,  of  Ne#  York,  arrived  at 
Archangel  from  New  York,  the  register  whereof 
proving  false,  all  the  other  papers  I  judge  alike  to 
DC  the  same;  and  she  has,  theref(>re,  been  condemned 
by  this  Government.  Another  vessel  colled  the 
Intercourse  has  shared  the  same  fate;  but  the 
Ministry  have  not  yet  sent  me  the  papers.  • 

F.-— Extracts  of  a  letter  from  John  M.  Forbes,  Consul 
of  the  United  6tatjes  at  Hamburg,  dated 

ToNNiNGEN,  November  7, 1809. 

I  btve  lately  met  with  a  circumstance  which 
has  embarrassed  me  roucli.  Tbe  ship  ^*Arno," 
Captain  Kempton,  <of  Boston,  known  to  have 
left  that  port  on  the  18tb  (17th)  of  June,  with  a 
etrffo  of  pot  and  pearl  ashes,  lately  arrived  here 
wiu  a  caigo  of  gum. 

I  herewith  enclose  the  s«a-letter  which  Cap- 
tain Kempton  confessed  to  me  he  knew  to  have 
been  forged,  and  whieb  he  said  he  bad  reason  to 
believe  was  executed  by  one  Van  Sander,  It  Jew, 
near  Whitehall  in  London,  who  is  knoyvn  in  tlie 
traffic  of  false  American  docurHents.  I  also  en- 
close tbe  origiaal  letter  of  instructions  of  Messrs. 
Stephen  Hiffginson  and  Co.,  owners  of  the  Cargo. 
Boston,  August  21,  1809. 

Dear  Sir  :  Tou  being  master  of  the  ship  Arno, 
loaded  by  us,  and  now  ready  for  sea,  we  have  to 
request  that  you  will  proceed  to  the  port  of  Ton- 
ningenas  soon  as  possible,  where  you  will  inquire 
for  the  agents  of  Messrs.  Parish  and  Co.  of  Ham- 
burg, to  whom  your  cargo  is  consigned.  You  will, 
of  course,  receive  instructions  from  those  gentle- 
man how  to  proceed  as  to  landing  your  carp;o,  &«., 
and  you  will  please  to  follow  them,  tt  is  import- 
ant to  )rourseIf,  as  well  as  us,  that  you  do  noth- 
ing to  Violate  the  laws  of  any  of  the  belligerents ; 
in  which  case  you  will  not  be  likely  to  meet  with 
any  interruption  in  your  voyage.'  Wishing  you 
a  pleasant  passage  and  safe  return,  we  are,  sir  with 
esteem,  your  friends  and  servants, 

STEPHEN  HIGGINSON  4b  Co. 

Capt.  WiLLUM  Kempton. 


Q.— Extiaet  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  CoBsnl 
of  the  United  Sir  tea  at  Malaga,  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secre- 
tary of  State,  dated 

'November  25, 1809. 

A  few  days  ago  the  brig  Uforsight,  Cbristiso^ 
Boden,  master,  arrived  here  from  roole,  with  a^ 
cargo  of  bale  goods  and  fish.  Although  her  pa- 
pers appear  to  be  in  perfect  order,  some  doubts  ex- 
ist in  my  mind  of  their  legality.  1  have  consulted^ 
with  some  citizens  of  the  United  States  actually 
here,  and  they  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  that  the 
signatures  of  the  President,  yours,  collector  of  New* 
York,  and  of  Joseph  Nourse,  are  so  well  done,, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  discover  any  difference.^ 
Under  this  impress,  I  have  determined  to  paaa- 
yob  H  note  of  the  ship's  pap^s,  that  if  they  are 
really  false,  you  rnay  take  such  measures  as  you 
consider  proper  for  having  them  seized  on  by  the 
Consuls  in  Europe  where  the  vessel  may  be 
found.    '  .  ^ 

Note.— The  ship's  papers  alluded  to  are  found 
to  have  been  forged. 


DENMARK. 


[Conmanieated  to  the  Senate,  April  2, 1810.] 
Tothe  Senate  of  the  United  StateM: 

I  transmttMo  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  i2d  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
MARCH  30, 1810. 

Department  op  State,  March29, 1810. 

Sia:  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith 
copies  of  all  the  letters  on  file  or  record  in  this 
Department,  which  relate  to  the  subject  of  tbe 
resolution  of  the  Senate  of  the  22d  instant. 

It  may  be  proper  to  observe,  that  the  papers  re- 
ferred to  in  the  fetter  of  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
the  26th  of  November,  1800,  are  not  now  to  be 
found  in  this  Department.  I  have  the  honor  to 
be,  Ac' 

R.^MITH. 

The  pRBstDGNT  of  the  United  States, 


Extract  of  a  letter  from  J.  MarshaUySeeietaty  of  State, 
to  Richard  Soderstrom,  Esq. 

November  36, 1800. 

SiR:  I  have  received  your  letters' of  the  24th 
and  25th  ihstant.  accompanying  one  from  the 
Cbvernor  Gkneral  of  the  Danish  West  India  is- 
lands, bearing  date  of  the  6th  of  August  last. 

Be  assured,  sir,  that  the  Government  of  tbe 
United  States  respects,  as  it  ought  to  do,  the 
friendship  and  flag  of  His  Danish  Majesty,  and 
will  not  mtentionally  commit  an  act  whicn  may 
insult  the  one,  or  diminish  the  other.  If.  in  any 
instanccf,  our  cruisers  have  violated  a  really  neu- 
tral flag,  they  have,  in  doing  so,  departed  from 
the  instructions  under  which  they  sail. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  disguised,  that  means 
have  been  devised  by  wbich  the  Danish  flag  has 
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been  used  in  the  West  Indies  for  parpoaeft  which 
we  beliere  Hu  Danish  Majesty  would  not  coun- 
tenance. 

I  have  communicated  the  letters  from  yourself 
and  the  Governor  General  of  the.  Danish  West 
India  islands,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Nayy.  He 
informs  me  that  Lieutenant  Maley  has  been  dis- 
missed the  service  principally  on  account  of  the 
improper  manner  in  which  he  ha^  conducted 
t^imself  towards  neutrals. 

With  resj|>ect  to  the  particular  C9se  of  the  Mer- 
<cator,  it  is  certainly  advisahle  40  prosecute  an  ap- 
|>eal.  If  she  was  really  a  neutral  bottom^  she  will 
notj  it  is  presumed,  he  condemned.  Without  de- 
cidmg  absolutely  that  the  United  States' will  or 
will  ^ot  consent,  when  the  case  shall  be  ulti- 
mately decided,  to  pay  for  the  vessel  and  cargo  if 
confiscated,  we  are  certainly  not  sufficiently  in- 
formed at  present  to  tfike  any  responsibility  on 
ourselves,  in  the  event  of  an  unfavorable  issue  pf 
that  affair. 


Extract  of  a  lettbr  from  Mr.  Richard  Sodentrom  to  the 
Secretary  of  State. 

Wasbinqton,  fune  10, 1801., 
I  had  the  honor  of  laying  before  the  late  Ad- 
ministration of  the  Govern  mem  of  the  United 
States  my  refpecUiil  complaints  of  eertain  irreg- 
ularities and  violations  of  the  Danish  flag,  which 
had  been  commited  ]>y  some  officers  of  the  Ameri- 
can Navy,  whilst  this  country  was  engaged  in 
raavitime  hoetilUies  with  France.  My  represent- 
ations were  listened,  to  with  the  attention  which 
the  subject  required,  and  I  had  every  reason  to 
expect  that  justice,  such  as  becomes  this  respec- 
table nation,  would  be  done  to  the  parties  ag- 
grieved. iThe  changes  which  have  lately  taken 
place  in  the  Executive  Department  have  sus- 
pended for  a  while  the  effects  of  my  application, 
out  have  not  diminished  my  prospect  ol  success. 
I  have  a  sure  pledge  of  it,  in  the  virtues  of  the 
great  character  who  now  fills  the  Presidential 
chair,  and  in  the  talents  and  iotegrity  of  those  in 
whom  he  has  placed  his  confidence.  I  flatter 
myself  that  theadiustment  of  the  past  will  suffer 
so  much  the  less  difficulty,  that  the  possibility  of 
any  future  ground  for  similar  complaints  is  now 
entirely  removed  by  the  restoration  of  amity  be- 
tween the  United  states  and  the  French  Repub- 
lic. With  full  eonfidenee.  tfierefore,  in  the  mag* 
nanimity  and  justice  of  the  American.  Govern- 
ment, I  shall  now  beg  leave  to  draw  your  atten- 
tion to  three  cases  of  capture  of  Danish  vessels,  in 
which,  I  conceive,  that  the  sufferers  have  a  right 
to  claim  a  just  indemnity  from  the  Government 
of  the  United  States. 

>  The  first  case  is  that  of  the  schooner  Mercator, 
Captain  Toussaint  Lucas,  the  propertv  of  h/Lr. 
Jared  Shattuck,  an  old  established  burgner  of  the 
island  of  St.  Thomas,  and  subject  of  His  Danish 
Majesty.  This  vessel  being  on  her  way  from 
St.  Thomas  to  St.  Domingo,  duly  documented  as 
a  Danish  vessel,  was  captured  on  the  high  seas 
bv  Captain  Maley,  of  the  armed  schooner  of  the 
u  nited  States,  Experiment,  uodec  the  real  or  pre- 


tended suspicion  of  her  being  <b  Ameriemn  t«»- 
sel.  covered  by  Danish  papers ;  a  euspicion,  sii, 
which  nothing  could  warrant,  unless  it  were  the 
English  sounding  name  of  the  vessel  a»4  her 
owner — a  circumstance  common  to  most  reeaels 
of  the  Danish  islands.  Two  days  after  she  had 
been  captured,  she  was  met  with  by  a  British 
armed  ship,  who  took  and  carried  her  ioto  Ja- 
maica, where  she  was  condepined  as  prize,  with- 
out any  reasons  whatever  being  assigned  lor  Jier 
condemnation. 

1  had  the  honor  of  writing  at  large  to  the  late 
Secretary  of  State,  respecting  that  particular  caae, 
on  the  24th  of  November  last.  I  beg  leave  to 
refer  jrou  to  that  letter,  and  those  which 'fi)i- 
lowed  it,  copies  of  which  go  herewith.  In  Iboee 
letters  I  urged  the  claim  of  Shattuok  to  an  in- 
demnification on  the  fiotlowing  grounds: 

1st.  Because,  bythe  law  of  nations,  no  country 
has  a  right  to  violate  a  friendly  flar,  or  to  arrest 
the  v^sels  of  other  nations  on  the  high  seas,  on 
suspicion  of  their«having  infringed  a  purely  mu- 
nicipal law,  such  as  the  late  act  for  suspeoding 
the  intercourse  between  the  United.Statee  aad 
France.  •  There  is  but  one  instance  in  history  of 
a  olaim  to  such  a  right  having  been  set  up  by  anj 
Power.  It  w«s  when  Spain^  in  the  y&r  173^ 
searched  the  vessels  of  other  nations,  partioularlf 
those  of  England,  on  suspicion  of  their  beios 
engaged  in  a  contraband  trade  with  her  ooloaies; 
nay,  she  only  assumed  to  search  (hem  within  a 
certain  disUooe  from  herscoasts.  where  she  might 
have  claimed  a  kind  of  jurisdietion. 

Nevertheless,  this  pretension  was  the  caase  of 
a  long  and  bloody  war  between  the  two  eofui  tries, 
and  Spain  wae  at  last  obliged  to  give  up  the 
point.  The  speeches  of  the  great  Lord  Carieie^ 
in  the  British  Hodse  of  Peers^  oQ  that  oeeasion, 
contain  the  most  convincing  aigument  io  fiaver 
of  the  doctrine  which  England  succeeded  ia  ea- 
tablishtng  for  the  benefit'of  the  world. 

2d./'Because  the  actof  Congress,  on  which  the 
seizure  was  pretended  to  be  founned,  did  not  hi 
any  manner  auihorizeit,  as  it  only  authorised  the 
seizure  on  the  high  seas  of  vessels  of  the  United 
States;  a  technical  expression,  tleariy  exclodiag 
v^stels  sailing  under  4he  flag  aad  anthorttfd* 
other  Powers. 

3d.  Because  the  vessel  being  unarmed,  there  was 
no  pretension  for  seizing  her  as  an  enemy  vessel; 
nor,  indeed,  could  the  cruisers  of  the  United  States 
seize  a  neutral  vessel  under  any  suspicion,  by  the 
jui  belli,  as  no  war  between  the  United  .Stales 
and  any  country  had  been  declared  and  notified 
to  the  neutral  Powers,  nor  did  the  iimited  kind  of 
undeelar^  warfare  in  which  the  United  States 
were  then  engaged  aut^rize  anvsuch  seizure. 

4th.  Because,  if  the  vessels  of  the  United  States 
had  a  right  to  seize  Danish  vessels,  and  carry 
them  into  port  fbr  legal  adjudication,  they  were 
bound  to  protect  them  until  they  reached  the 
port  to  which  they  were  carrying,  and  not  to 
suffer  them  to  be  wrested  from  th^n  by  the  vee- 
sels  of  any  Power. 

5th.  Be^auee  it  is  a  dootrine  fally  esuUished, 
that  the  captors  of  neotcal  veasela  prooeedat  their 
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peril,  «Dd  are  responsible  for  allconseqaeDt  i'dju- 
rjraod  lots';  esd  to  it  was  determined  by  the 
Sopreme  Coart  of  the  United  Sutes,  in  the  case 
of  DeUole  Arnold,  3d  DaUou^  RepwU.  334. 

These  and  other  arguments,  (ana  amongst 
them  was  this,  that  no  appeal  had  or  eould  be 
made  bjr  Mr.  »hattuek,  and  if  the  taibe  was  not 
mmde  within  a  certain  time  all  wo«ild  be  lost,} 
which  i  urged  partly  by  letters  and  partly  in  the 
cottrae  of  coayereetiott  with  General  Marehall, 
appeared  to  him  so  coaTincing,  that,  before  he 
retired  from  office,  he  had  giren  me  reason  to  ex- 
pect that  Mr.  Bhattuck  would  receive  from  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  the  indemnity 
to  which  he  is  so  justly  entitled.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  same  prinpipfes  of  justice  will  be  found 
to  animate  bit  svocester.  The  war  which  has- 
lafelr  btoJien  out  between  £DgIand  and  Den- 
marc  leaves  no  hopes  whatever  of  obtaining  any 
satisfaction  from  that  qctarter. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary'of  State  to  Richard 
'Soderstronit  Esq. 

Jui,Y.23,  1801. 

Sib  :  I  have  been  honored  with  your  letter  of 
the  20th,  requesting  to  know  the  determination 
of  the  Executive  on  the  oases  of  three  Danish 
vessels  explained  in  your  letter  of  the  10th  ult* 

Should  the  Executive,  on  an  investigation  of 
those  clairos,  be  satisfied  that  compensation  is 
due  to  the  Danish  8ul;jects,  on  whose  behalf  they 
are  uMide,  it  must  be  sanctioned  by  an  appropri- 
tion  of  the  Legislature.  But  t,he  general  usage 
xequires  that  redress  should  be  first  prosecu.ted 
judicially,  and,  if  not  thus  obtained,  and  th^  obli- 
gations of  the  United  States  should  be  iic^nd. 
Devertheless,  to  demand  that  compensation  sbonia 
be  made,  the  eircumstances  of  each  case  will  be 
ao  clearly  ascertained  in  the  judicial  process,  as 
to  enable  the  (jlovernment  to  do  justice  both  to 
iuelf  and  to  others.  I  have  reason  to  conclude, 
th^t  this  course  will  be  the  more  i^isfactory  to 
you,  as  your  observation  will  have  convinced  you 
of  the  scrupulous  regard  to  the  rights  of  foreigii- 
ers  by  vfhicb  our  courts  of  justice  are  distin- 
ftiuahed.     I  have  the  hoaor  to  be,  ^,. 

■   .  JAMES  MADISON. 

From  Mr.ftede|ttBoia  to  ^e  Seeretaiy  (tf  State. 
Philadelphia,  AugtuA  10, 1801. 

0im:  I  have  received  thcletter  yon  have  hon- 
ored me  with,  dated  the  33d  ultimo.  I  was  well 
aware  that  the  Bxecntiveof  the  United  States 
eoold  not  pay  the  indemnities  claimed  by  the 
Daaish  snbjects,  until  appropriations  were  made 
by  the  Legislatare  for  that  purpose. 

I  thought,  however,  that  in  the  mean  time  the 

EriDoiples  applying  to  eaeh  particular  ease  might 
ave  been  agreed  upon,  ana  the  damages  Liqui- 
dated in  some  a4aQicable  mode,  as  is  frequently 
done  in  Europe,  a tid  has  been  practised  bv  the 
American  Qovernment,  while  the  present  Presi- 
dent was  Secretary  of  State,  particularly  in  the 
ewa^  of  the  William.  No  one  can  feel  a  higher 
respect  than  I  do  for  the  ooiversally  acknowl- 


edged learning  and  integrity  of  the  judges  of  the 
United  States;  at  the  same  time,  I  cannot  help 
considering  it  as  a  peculiar  hardship  for  His 
Danish  Majesty's  subjects  to  be  compelled  to 
have  recourse  to  tedious  and  expensive  judicial 
proceedings,  wben  the  United  States  have  in  their 

r)wer  (91  more  easy  ipethod  of  doing  justice;  and 
hope  jou  will  forgive  me,  sir,  if  I  presume  to 
differ  with  jou  as  to  the  point  of  general  usage 
in  this  particular. 

At  the  same  time,  t  am  fully  sensible  that  it  is 
my  duty  to  submit  to  the  det^rmioation  which 
the  Qovernment  of  the  United  States  has  made 
opQn  this  subject,  although  my  doing  so  will  be 
attended  with  considerable  hardship  and  difficulty, 
particularly  in  rhe  case  of  Captain  Maley,  who, 
I  understand,  is  not  only  insolvent,  but  absent 
from  the  United  States. 

I  presume,  however,  th^t  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  will  have  no  objection  to  facil- 
itate my  obtatniog  justice  in  the  mode  njrhich 
they  have  chosen,  by  instructing  Mr.  Attorney 
for  the  Pennsylvania  district^  or,  if  thev  thinlc 
proper,  Mr.  Attoroeyfor  the  District  of  Columbia, 
to  appear  for  the  United  States,  and  defend  the 
suits  I  may  think  proper  to  institute  for  the  sev- 
eral claimants.  Should  they  accede  to  this  pro- 
posal, I  am  sure  that  they  will  not  lengthen  the 
proceedings  by  unnecessary  appeals;  but  that 
the  matters  in  variance  will  be  settled  in  as  short 
a  time  as  the  judicial  mode  of  investigation  will 
admit  oC 

I  beff  you  w^l  honer  me  with  an  answer  to  this 
part  of  my  letter,  that  I  may  determine,  without 
loss  of  time,  on  the  course  which  1  shall  have  to 
pursue. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect  and 
high  consideration,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 
RICHD.  SODERSTROM. 


Copy  of  a  lej^er  from  the  SMsretaiy  of  State  to  Hidiard 
Sodentrom,  Esq. 

OoTOBER  27, 1901. 
Sir:  In  reiatioli  to  the  complaints  you' have 
piPtferred  in  aeveml  instances  of  capture  and  re* 
capture  of  property  al]eged  to  be  Danishj  a^inst 
the  coaamanders  of  American  public  ships  of 
war,  it  is  mi  duty  to  inform  you  that,  with  the 
8iB<rerest  d^re  to  avoid  -anything  which  may 
procrastinate  a  deci^ion^  and  under  a  just  impres- 
sion of  thecaftdor  and  liberality  which  your  man- 
ner of  acting  would  brin^  into  the  discussion,  we 
are,  nevertheless,  restrained  by  the  -necessity  of 
adhering  to  useful  and  establifhed  forms,  to  con- 
sider the  Minister  resident  of  Deomarlc  as  the 
only  proper  organ  of  the  Danish  subjects  in  mak- 
ififf  their  reclamations^  Whatsoever  regards  the 
sonciutioU' of  their  business,  in  a  judicial  form, 
after  prioeij^les  are  established  with  the  Govern- 
ment, may,  however,,  be  confided  to  your  man- 
afement,  by  Mr.  Olsen,  with  great  propriety,  in 
tM  usual  lejpd  methods.  In  the  mean  time,  I 
beg  you  to  be  assured  of  the  high  respect  with 
which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JAMES  MADI8CHV. 
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Mr.  Oben  to  the  SecveUiry  of  SUte.  ^ 

Philadelphia,  Jan,  16,  1802. 
Sir:  Mr^  Soderstrom  bas  had  the  honor  of 
writiog  to  you  on  the  subject  of  the  Danish  schoon- 
er Mercator,  which  was  unlawAilly  captured  on 
the  hiffh  seas  by  Captain  Maley  of  the  United 
States' armed  schooner  Experiment,  and  after- 
wards loit  by  capture  from  a  British'  a,rmed  ves- 
sel while  under  the  protection  pf  the  American 
flaj^.  He  represented  to  you,  that  Captain  Maley 
beiDff  out  of  the  United  States,  and  in  a  state  of 
insonrency,  it  was  impossible  for  the  owner  of  the 
captured  property  to  seek  his  redress  against  him, 
and  requested  that  this  Qovernment  would  point 
out  some  mode  by  which  satisfaction  mi^ht  be 
obtained. 

In  this  state  of  thin^,  sir,  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  interfere  ou  behalf  of  one  of  His  Majesty's  sub- 
jects, who  appears  to  have  greatly  suflered  in 
consequence  of  such  conduct  of  a  commissioned 
officer  of  the  United  States.  The  American 
Government  cannot  but  be  sensible  that  the  cap- 
ture of  that  vessel  was  an  Unjustifiable  violation 
of  the  flag  of  a  friendly  nation,  and  that  a  repara- 
tion is  due  to  the  party  injured;  permit  me, 
therefore,  sir,  to  urge  Mr.  Soderstrom's  request, 
that  some  mode  mav  be  pointed  out^  by  which 
the  amount  pf  this  loss  may  be  ascertained,  so 
that  the  party  may  receive  full  and  complete  repa- 
ration for  the  injury  which  he  has  sustained. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dbc. 

BLICHER  OLSEN. 

Hon.  James  Madison,  Secretary  of  State, 


Extract : — Mr.  Olsen  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Aprii.  12. 1802. 

Sir  :  In  a  letter  I  had  the  honor  to  write  you 
on  the  16th  of  Jahuary  last,  I  took  the  liberty  to 
lay  before  you  an  official  note,  stating  the  parti- 
culars concerning  the  claims  of  one  of  the  King's 
my  master's  subjects,  against  Captain  Maley, 
commabder  of  the  United  Sti^tes' armed  schooner 
Experiment,  for  having  ut^lawfuUy  captured,  and 
afterwards  allowed  to  be  recaptured  by  »  British 
armed  vessel  from  under  his  protection,  the  Danish 
schooner  Mercator;  and  further,  as  the  said  Cap- 
tain. Maley  was  found  tp  have. left  the  United 
States,  requesting  that  this  Qovernment  would 
point  out.some  mode  by  which  the  owner  of  the 
captured  property  miffht  obtain  justice  and  repa- 
ration for  the  lots  and  injury  he  has  sustained. 

Though  deeply  lamenting  the  necessity  of 
pressing  on  jibe  precious  moments  of  your  time, 
devoted  to  so  vast  a. number  of  other  pressing 
occupations  and  duties,  I  feel  it  nevertheless  in- 
dispensably incumbent  upon  me  to  torment  you 
once  more  on  this  subject,  and  tp  repeat  my  de- 
mand to  be  favored  with  an  answer  acquainting 
me  with  the  mean?  employed  in  order  to  secure 
to  an  injured  countryman  of  mine  such  indeoini- 
fication  as  the  impartial  laws  of  tbis  country  may. 
deem  him  entitled  to. 

Being  yourself,  sir,  placed  in  a  station  which 
gives  you  a  right  to  prescribe  and  to  expect  simi* 


lar  exertions  in  similar  cases,  from  ageato  ip- 
pointed  under  your  directions,  so  far  from  ip- 
prehending  any  displeasure  on  your  part  by 
this  my  Repeated  zeal,  I  rather  flatter  myself  to 
meet  your  genei^ous  approbation ;  and  htg  inn 
to  assure  you,  sir,  that  a  true  sentiment  of  per- 
sonal esteem  for  your  generally  acknowledged 
principles 'has  been  on  this  occasion,  and  skill 
henceforth  constantly  be,  an  additional  asd 
powerful  inducement  to  me  for  the  most  rigiliot 
performance  of  my  duties. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  dbc. 

BLICHER  OLSfiN. 
'  Hon.  Jambs  Madison,  Secretary  of  State, 


Extracts— Secretary  of  State  te  Mr.  Olsea. 
Departmgkt  op  State,  April  23, 1802. 

Sir:  Tou^  letter  of  the  Idth  instant,  preeeded 
by  that  of  January  16th,  has  been  duly  received. 
The  case  of  the  Mercator^  urhich  is  the  subject  of 
both,  having  been  referred,  with  man j'  other  nb- 
jects,  to  the  Attorney  General,  some  time  elapied 
before  I  could  avail  myself  of  the  benefit  of  bis 
observations;  and  as  an  apology  for  the  sabs^ 
quent  delay,  I  must  ask  you  to  accept  the  pressare 
of  business  incident  to  the  present  season,  witk 
some  adventitious,  circumstances,  which  biTe 
contributed  to  the  same  effect. 

According  to  the  usual  course,  injuries  com- 
mitted tfn  aliens  as  well  as  citizens  oaght  to  be 
carried,  ih  the  first  instance  at  least,  before  ihe 
tribunals  to  which  the  aggressors  are  respoDsiblt 
In  these,  the  facts  can  be  best  investigated,  iid 
the  points  on  which  the  question  depends  be 
most  fully  brought  into  view.  In  the  cascoftfce 
Mercator,  it  is  the  more  proper  that  this  course 
should  be  pursued^  as  the  circurastance^i«t«j!*^ 
the  documents  give  so  imperfect  afiewofit. 
Notwithstanding  the  absence  of  Captain  Mtlejt 
a  resort  of  this  kind  can  be  effected  bjr  proper  ii* 
structions  to  an  Attorney  of  the  United  Stti^ 
which  will  be  given  as  soon  as  you  s^^^H^ 
pleased  to  signify  the  district  in  which  yoawin 
the  judicial  proceeding  to  be  instituted. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  it  may  be  made  aa  er entw 
question,  distinct  from  the  conduct  of  Ciptu> 
Maley,  bow  far  the  capture  of  the  Mercaftf; 
whilst  in  the  custody  of  the  Ameficaa  pri^ 
master  and  flag,  by  a  British  armed  ship,  »c 
General  Eimcoe,  ought  to  make  the  Uni^ 
States  rather  than  Qreat  Britain  liable  to  tbe 
Danish  claimants,  the  most  candi^  considertti^ 
will  be  given  to  whatever  observations  yoo  DOf 
please  to  make  with  a  view  to  show  that,ttMtr 
such  circumstances,  the  lawand  usage  of  attki^ 
justify  the  pursuit  of  redress  against  the  United 
States,  instead  of  the  positive  authors  of  the  ut* 
jury.  By  that  law  and  the  usage  authorized  by 
It,  the  decisions  of  the  President  will  be  scrapn- 
lously  guided,  dec.  dec. 

Accept,  sir,  the  sincere  esteem  and  considera- 
tion with  which  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
JAMES  MADISON. 

Pbtmi  BucflMt  Olmn,  Esq. 
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M  Pk  OIma  to  the  Haer^tAry  of  States. 

Philapelpbia,  June  6, 1802. 

Sir  :  loryoar  letter  of  the  22d  April,  you  have 
beei;i  pleased  to  observe  sir,  in  answer  to  mioe  of 
the  12th  of  the  same  mooth.  coDoerDing  the  cap- 
tare  of  the  Daoish  ship  Mereator,  by  Captain 
Maley  of  the  United  States,  that  proper  instruc- 
tions should  be  giren  to  an  attorney,  as  soon  as  I 
had  signified  the  district  in  which  I  wished  the 
judicial  proceeding  to  be  instituted. 

As  for  the  present  moment  I  reside  in  the  citf 
of  Philadelphia,  where  I  shall  be  at  hand  to  give 
instructions  to  counsel,  I  take  the  liberty  to  pro- 
pose, that  the  case  may  be  inyestigated  in  the 
district  court  of  Pennsylvania^  whiqh  I  suppose 
will  be  so  much  more  eligible  in  point  of  local- 
ity, us  it  is  the  State  where  Captaia  Maley  re- 
sided at  the  time  of  the  capture,  and  in  whicl^  he 
may  in  his  absence,  perhaps,  be  most  legally  sded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  jbe,  dbc. 

BLICHER  OLSEN. 

Hon.  Jab.  Madison,  Secr^y  of  State, 


ProMi  the  Seeretvy  ef  State  to  A.  J.  DalUs,  Attorney 
for  the  District  of  PennsylTania,  dated 

June  15. 1802. 

Sir;  Mr.Olsen.the  Danish  Minister  Resident, 
has  complained  of  Captain  Malev  in  captuHng  a 
Danish  vessel,  the  Mercator,  which  was  after- 
wards lost  by  capture,  while  under  thie  American 
flag,  by  a  British  armed  vessel,  and  condemnation 
in  a  Briti.sh  Court  of  Admiralty.  He  has  repre- 
sented) also,  in  behalf  of  the  Danish  ownen  thi^t 
Captaih  Maley  is  both  absent  from  the  United 
States  and  in  a  state  of  insolvency^,  and  requests 
that  the  proper  mode  of  redress  may  be  pointed 
out. 

He  was  informed,  that,  notwithstanding  the 
absence  of  Captain  Maley,  a  judicial  investiga- 
tion of  the  case  could  be  effected  through  an  at- 
torney of  the  United  3tates,and  that  the  necessary 
stepi  would  be  taken  as  soon  as  he  should  signify 
the  district  preferred  by  him. 

I  have  Just  received  an  answfr  from  him,  re- 
quiring that  the  judicial  proceedings  may  be  had 
u  Pbitedelphia. 

You  will  please,  therefore,  sir,  to  concur  in 
instituting  the  proper  proceedings)  by  appearing 
in  behalf  of  Captain  Maley,  in  whose  deience  the 
United  Slates  are  interestecL 

I  enclose,  for  your  information  on  the  subject, 
the  protest  of  the  second  lieutenant,  under  Captain 
Maley,  who  was  prizemaster  of  the  Mercator,  and 
of  another  person  belooffing  to  the  Experiment; 
and  also  the  decree  of  the  British  CoUrt  of  Vice 
Admiralty  which  condemned  the  Mercator.  These 
are  the  only  documents  which  I  am  able  to  for^ 
ward  for  the  purpose.  I  amvvery  respectfully, 
4bc.  JAMES  MADISON. 


Mr.  Pedersen  to  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Philadelphia,  Dec,  11, 1806. 
Sir:  In  consequence  of  a  letter  received  from 
the  Xjbvernor  General  of  His  Danish  Majesty's 


West  Indian  islands,  respecting  the  case  of  Jared 
Siiattuck,  a  Danish  subject  and  burgher  of  the 
island  of  St.  Thomas,  owner  of  the  schooner  Mer- 
cator and  cargo,  requiring  me  to  represent  the 
same,  in  order  to  obtain  from  the  American  Gov* 
ernment  thai  compensation  for  his  losses  wl^ich 
the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  during 
its  last  sessipir,  awarded  in  the  sum  of  $33,864  35, 
I  h^ve  now  the  hoqor,sir,  to  recommend  tnis  case 
to  your  special  support  and  protection ;  and  I  can- 
not but  flatter  myself  that  my  application  to  you 
on  this  occasion  will  be  attendeq  with  the  fullest 
success,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  case  in 
question  ha^  gone  tfarot^h  a  legal  investigation, 
and  that  the  nighest  tribunal  of  justice  in  the 
United'Stat'es  has  decreed  the  above  sum  for  dam* 
ages  and  restitution.  But  I  abstain  from  making 
any  other  observation  on  this  subject,  since  it  ap- 
pears, from  your  report  to^  the  House  of  Repre- 
senta^ves  of  the  9,th  April  last,  that,  taking,  into 
consideration  all  the  circumstances  attending  this 
case,  as  well  as  what  the  Legislature  has  done  in 
similar  cases,  it  is  your  own  opinio^  that  provi- 
sion ought  to  be  made  for  the  payment  of  that 
sum  and  the  costs  of  the  petitioner.  Congress 
being  now  in  session,  I  hope  it  will  adopt  a  reso- 
lution founded  on  this  representation  of  the  case, 
and  that  the  result  will  afibrd  a  convincing  proof 
to  toy  Court  that  the  friendly  disposition  of  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  perfectly  cor- 
responds with  that  which  the  King  my  master 
always  has  manifested  towards  them. 

I  avail  myself,  with  pleasure,  of  this  opportu- 
nity for  presenting  to  y6u  assurances  of  the  very 
distinguished  consideration  and  respect  with  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  air,  your  most  obedient^ 
humble  servant,  PETER  PEDERSEN. 


GREAT  BRITAIN^AMBRICAN  SEAMEN. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  April  5, 1810.} 
To  ^  House  of  R^resentaiivei  of  the  United'States 

I  transmit  to  the  House  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  complying  with  their  resolution  of 
the  26th  March.  JAMES  MADISON. 

ApftiL  4, 1810. 

Dbpabtmbnt  OP  Statb,  AprU  4, 1810. 
Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  26th  March^ 
requestifag  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  that  House  such  informa- 
tion as  he  mav  have  received,  touching  the  imf- 
pressment  o^  American  seamen,  which  has  been 
communicated  to  the  Department  of  State  since 
the  last  report  made  to  the  Senate,  in  virtue  of  a 
resolution  of  that  body,  bearing  date  the  30th  of 
November,  1807,  the  Secretary  of  State  has  the 
honor  to  report  to  the  President,  that  accounts 
have  been  received  at  this  Department,  exclu- 
sively of  those  reported  by  the  agents  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  of  the  impressment  of  four  hundred 
and  sixty-two  seamen,  from  vessels  under  the 
American  flag,  into  armed  vessels  under  the  Brit- 
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ish  flag,  sioce  t(ie  period  referred  to;  that  of  this 
nQmber,  two  hundred  and  thirty-fire  are  prored, 
by  documents  in  this  office,  to  be  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  most  of  the  rest  claim  filso 
to  be  American  citizens. 

The  Secretary  has  likewise  the  honor  to  sab- 
mit  the  abstract  haarked  A^  of  all  the  returns 
receired  at  this  Department  from  Gen.  Lyman^ 
the  agtnt  of  the  United  States  in  London,  exhib* 
iting  a  statement  of  all  the  appjications  made  by 
him  to  the  British  Government  for  the  discharge  of 
American  seamen,  from  the  Ist  October,  1807,  to 
the  3lsi  March,  1809,  and  showing  the  result  of 
these  applications. 

The  returns  from  the  agents  in^  the  West  Indies 
are  very  incomplete ;  those  actually  received  from 
them,  since  the  report  to  the  Senate,  containing 
an  account  of  forty-two  impressments  only. from 
American  into  British  vessels. 

The  Secretary  submits  herewith  an  extract  of 
a  letter  from  G.  T.  Ladico,  (marked  B,)  acting 
as  Consular  A^ent  of  the  United  States  at  Port 
Mahon,  on  the  subject  embraced  bv  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  House.  Respectfully  submitted. 
.  R.  SMITH. 

A. — An  abstraet  of  the  Mtums  or  hata,  received  firom 
General  Lynnui,  of  American  seameii  and  dth^hs 
who  have  been  imprearod  and, held  x>n  board  Hk 
Vritannio  Majeety's  ih^  of  war,  from^tbe  Ist-of  Oo- 
tober,  1807,  to  the  Slst  of  Mareh,  1809,flhowing  the 
resnU  of  hk  applications  to  the  Adniraity  fn  their 
discharge. 

Seamen  dUeharged^  (fc. 
Discharged  and  ordered  to  be  discharged     -  28t 
Duplicate  applications  -       -       ^       -    ^   -    30 

Refu$td  to  be  discharged, 

Haviag  no  documents  -       -       -       -       -  11 

Said  to  be  horn  in  England  or  Ireland  •       -  91 

Having  voluntarily  entered  -    ,    -        -        -  34 

Married  in  England  or  Ireland    -        -        -  7 

Exchanged  as  a  prisoner' of  war  -        r-     -  1 

Bein^  totally  ignorant  of  theUnited  States  -  5 

Being  deserters    -        -       ^        -        -        -  4 

Being  taken  in  privateers     -        -        -        -  6 

Not  being  Americans  -        -        -       -    .   -  2 

Being  impostors,  with  fraudulent  protections  11 

There  bei  »g  no  gro««d  to  believe  them  Amer-  . 

ican  eitizfsns     -        •        -        -        r        -  2 

Being  taken  when  defrauding  the  revenue  -  2 

Having  erased  protections    -        *        -        -  2 
Having  been  sent  into  His  Majesty's  service 
by  the  masters  of  the  vesseb  to  which  they 
belong,  for  mutiny    -;       -       -       -       .-2 

Protections  taken  from  them        -        -        -  4. 
Being  Irishmen,  and  having  been  sent  into 
His  Majesty's  service  by  t^e  civil  power, 
for  misdemeanors     -        -        -        -        •2 
Not  answering  descriptions  ^iven  in  their 

protections -  44 

Being  a  prisoner  of  war        -        -        -        -  1 

Being  born  in  the  West  Indies    -        -        -  3 

Being  a  native  of  Canada    -        -        «        -  1 

Being  a  native  of  Hanover  -       -       -       -  1 


i>octn?ieftfe  thttg^St»eNf ^-r^^iiMd 
Protections  from  Consuis  and  Vice  CodsqU  64 
Notarial  and  other  affidavits  aude  in  U.  8.  •  29 
Discharges  from  King's  ships  ...  4 
Colieecors'  proteetions  -  •  -  .  .  g 
Documents  from  the  Departnent  of  State  -  15 
Certifioate  of  birth i 

Other  mUcdlaneous  causes. 

Not  on  board  the  ships  as  stated  -       -      •  23 

Deserted       -        -       *        *        ...  a 

Drowned      -..---.  i 

Stated  to  be  on  hoard  sb  ips  not  in  commissioa  1 

Stared  to  be  on  board  ships  on  foreign  stations  4S 

Referred  to  the.  Transport  Poafd-     .-       -  1 
Applications  unanswered     -        -       -       - 103 

Invalided     -.       - 21 


Total 


•903 


B.— Extract  of  a  le^r  from  O.  T- 

Agent  of  the  United  States  at  Port  Mahon,  to  tk 

Secretaiy  of  State,  dated 

Decbmbeql  10, 18091 

I  find  myself  under  the  necessity  to  inform  roo, 
that  several  American  seamep,  impre^ied  aod  de- 
tained in  some  English  iQen-of-war,  have  applied 
to  tne  in  order  to  obtain  from  their  respectire 
commanders  their  liberty,  that  they  might  reiura 
to  the  United  States.  The  want  of  a  Coosil 
General  in  the  Balear  islands^  since  the  deplr^ 
tihre  of  John  Martin  Baker,  Esq.,  late  Coosal,wko 
did  me  the  honor  to  appoin^  mie  Viee  Coniol  ifl 
this  island,  and  my  zeal  foi;  whatever  coocens 
the  advantage  ojT  the  citizens  of  the  United  Suites 
in  every  regard,  have  induced  me  to  officiiie  wiffc 
Admiral  Lord  Colliogwood  oq  account  of  said 
claims,  to  which  he  answers,  dated  Port  Mahon, 
thie  4th  December,  1809: 

"  All  applications  relative  to  autjects  of  the 
United  States,  who  qplay  be  serving  io  the  fleet 
under  my  command,  should  ,pass  through  the 
American  Mitiister  in  Lyndon,  before  I  talce  cog- 
nizance of  them." 


STATE  OP  THE  FINANCES. 


[Commnnicated  to  the  Senate,  the  3d  of  Joae,  ISOI] 
TafiAsuaY  DsputTMBifT,  Jwu  l,  1801- 

In  obedience  4o  the  directions  of  the  act  sap* 
plementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^  Aa  act  to  enab- 
lish  theTteasury  Departi|Mn(,"  the  Secrettrf  « 
the  Treasury  respectfully  aulmiita  the  foUewiif 
report: 

The  net  revenue  arising  from  duties  oa  oKf* 
chandise  and  tonnage,  which  accrued  duriog  the 
year  1807,  amounted,  as  appeareti  by  the  last  so- 
nual  statement,  to  $16,060,000. 

A  correct  statement  of  that  reveouei  for  tbe 
year  1808,  cannot  be  prepared  at  this  time,  hat 
may  be  estimated,  as  will  appear  by  the  estiDtte 
A,  to  about  $10,270,000. 

The  revenue  arising  from  the  same  soarteS) 
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which  teemed  dvriig  the  first  qimrter  of  thu 
jreer,  did  not  mueb  ezeeed  one  million  of- dollars; 
and  ahboogh  eonsiderable  importations  may  be 
Mpeeted  from  Great  Britaia  and  the  West  Indies, 
ikring  the  last  six  months  of  this  year,  yet,  con- 
ddering  that  there  will  be  no  arrivals  firom  China 
and  the  East  Indies,  and  the  sitnatien  of  the  obm* 
■lertial  iaterconneof  the  United  States  with  the 
mbC  of  the  world,  it  is  not  probable  that  the  rer" 
•ane,  aecrtring  during  the  year  1809,  will  exceed 
that  of  the  year  180a 

The  specie  in  the  Treasary/tm  the'  l«t  Goto* 
bar,  1S(^  amounted  to  -  -  f  13,946,717  bf^ 
And  the  receipts,  daring  the  last 

three  months  of  that  year,  as 

appears  by  the  stateaient  B,  to     3,586,316  99 


17,483^034  61 


The  disbursements,  dnrinff  the  same  period,  have 
amounted,  including  ^^jI^i^OO,  ]5aid  in  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt, 
to     .        .       -        -       -       .  ^7,491,339  79 

L»eaving  a  balance  in  the  Treasury, 

on  the  1st  January,  1809,  of       -   9,941394  7$ 


17,433,034  61 


The  cash  in  the  hands  of  collectors  and  receivers, 
and  the  ouutanding  revenue  bonds,  amounted, 
on  the  1st  Januar)rt  1809,  to    -        r  $9,^0,000 

From  which,  deducting  for  t6e  expen- 
ses of  collection  and  for  the  draw- 
backs payable  during  the  year  1809     3,000,000 


Leaves,  for  the  probable  receipts  of  the  . 
year  1809,  exclusively  of  the  incon^ 
slderable  sums  whicn  may  be  re-       , 
ceived  on  account  of  the  revenue 
accruing  during  that  year,  a  sum  of   6,8$Q,000 

Making,  together  with  the  balaoce  in 
the  Treasury,  on  the  1st  of  January,     , 
1809,  of.-      '-       -     ^       -       -   9,941,000 


An  agaregate  of  sixteen  millions  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  one  thousand 
dollars,  applicable  to  the  expeadi- 
tores  of  this  year    ...       $16,821,000 

The  expenses  of  the  year  1809  are,  in  conformity 
with  the  existing  appropriations,  etUmated  at 
foorteea  millions  five  hundred  thousaad  dol. 
lars,  consisting  ol  the  following  items : 

Civil  list,  iacludinff  the  expeases  of  this  lession 
of  Congress, 'misceUaneotts  expeases  and  for* 
ei^o  intercourse '    -        -       -       -$1,342,000 

Military  and  Indian  departments,  viz: 

Appropriatkm  for  the  Army  and  the 

Indian  department        -  2,766,000 

Do.  for  fortifieatioBs         -    476.000 

Arms  and  military  stores      660,000 


Nav^  Department,  ihii  yc^r^  appro- 
priation - 

PabUc  debt  ($1,647,000  of  the  appro* 


3,790,000 
2,916,000 


pHation  of  $8,000,000  for  the  year 
180%  having  been  paid  in  advance 
in  toe  yeftr  1808^  in  order  to  eQect 
the  reimbursement  of  the  whole  of 
the  eight  per  cent,  stock)        -       ^   6,463,000 


$14,600,000 


It  must,  however,  beobserved,  that  the  estimate 
of  the  sums,  payable  in. the  course  of  this  year, 
oa  acoount  of  drawbacks,  is. conjectural;  ana 
that  the  exportations,  particularly  of  colonial  pro* 
dace,  would,  if  the  restrictions  laid  by  the  Con* 
tinental  Powers  of  Europe  oa  neutral  commeroa 
were  reiaoved,  produce  a  much  greater  defalca*^ 
tion  in  the  netoreeeipts  into  the  Treasury  than  the 
sum  assumed  in  the  preceding  estimate.  In  order 
to  guard  against  say  inconvenience  arising  from 
that  ooatingeney,  and  for  the  purpose  of  keeping 
always  a  moderate  .sum  in  the  Treasury,  it  may 
be  aeoesbary  to  borrow  a  9um  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  principal  of  public  debt  Which  will  be  re* 
imbarsed  during  the  year,  and  which  will  exceed 
three  millions  of  dollars. 

Bur  the  tenth  and  nineteenth  sections  of  the  act 
making  further  provision  for  the  eupport  of  pub* 
lie  credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  publie 
debt,  passed  on  the*  3d  of  Mareh.  1796,  the  CoeA- 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  are  authorixed, 
fromtimetp  time,  to  borrow,and  theUoited  States 
Bank  to  lend,  sums,  eoual  to  the  reimbursement 
of  the  pubiic  debt.  But  some  doubts  having 
arisen  whether  the  powers  vested  by  those  two 
sections  aie  applicable  to  the  new  six  per  cent, 
stocks,  it  is  desirable  that  the  authority  should  be 
expressly  extended,  by  law,  to  that  ease ;  and  no 
other  provision  seeoM  necessary  for  the  public 
service  of  this  year. 

It  would  be  premature  to  attempt,  at  this  iime> 
an  estimate  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of 
the  year  1810.  It  is  sufficient  to  observe,  that, 
lilthough  the  receipts  may  exceed  those  of  the 
present  year,  it  is  highly  improbable  that  thef 
should  be  equal  to  the  expenditures  of  that  year, 
which,  unless  the  Military  and  Naval  Establish- 
ments should  be  reduced,  will  amotrat  to  sixteen 
millions  of  doUats.  But  it  is  believed  that  thd 
revenue  will,  after  that  year,  be  adequate  to  die- 
chari^e  the  aanual  expenses. 

All  which  19  respectfully  tebmitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


^BOTBCTION  TO  MANUFACTURBS. 

tCemmunicsted  to  the  Housey  June  7, 1809.] 
To  the  honorable  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States,  the  petition  of  the  subscribers,  manufac- 
turers of  hemp  into  linen,  and  inhabitants  of 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  respectfully^  showeth : 
The  subscribers  having,  since  the  passage  of  the 
acts  commonly  called  the  ^*  embargo"  and  "  non* 
importation  acts,''  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
hemp  into  linen,  and  many  of  them  having  ex- 
pended great  part^  of  their  respeotive  oapitdsin 
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preparing  machioerf  and  erecting  bnildings  to 
carry  on  the  same,  beg  leave,  upon  the  approach 
of  a  new  state  of  a&irs,  to  call  their  situation  to 
the  attention  of  your  honorable  body»^  WhiUt 
they  rejoice,  in  common  with  their  fellow  citizens, 
that  the  returning  sense  of  justice  of  one  of  the 
{preat  belligerent  Powers  of  Europe,  as  displayed 
in  some  recent  communications  to  our  Ck>Terp«> 
ment,  afibrds  a  hope  that  our  country  may  escape 
the  calamities  of  war,  they  must  be  permitted  to 
atate  that  this  cause  of  national  rejoicing  will,  in 
all  human  probability,  be  greatly  oppressive  to 
them.  Their  establishments  have  grown  out  of  our 
differences  with  foreign  nations.  The  '^non-jm- 
portation  act,"  which  passed,  a«  your  petitioners 
always  understood  as  much  to  change  the  di- 
rection of  some  of  the  national  capital  from  com- 
mercial to  manufacturing  pursuits,  as  with  -a 
view  to  bring  a  creat  foreign  Power  to  a  sense  of 
justice,  by  prohibitinff  the  introduction  of  coarse 
linien,  dbe.  into  the  United  States,  gave  being  to 
their  manufi^ctories ;  and  with  the  farther  patro- 
nage of  your  honorable  body,  will,  beyond  all 
doubt,  rapidly  increasein  the  Western  country. 
Already  there  is  manufactured,  in  Kentucky,  A 
quantity  t>f  baling  linansuffiicient  for  the  coBsuDap^ 
tion  of  the  greater  part  of  the  cotton  country ; 
other  manufactories  are  erecting,  and  several  cit- 
izens are  extending  their  views  to  finer  linens  and 
sail  cloth.  Such,  h6wever,  is  the  superiority  of 
European  capital  and  arts ;  such  the  cheapness  of 
labor  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  such  the  aid 

S'ven  l^ere  to  manufactures  by  bounties  from  the 
oyernment;  such  the  obstacles  whichran  Amer- 
ican manuiactureriias  to  combat  and  overcome  ; 
and  such  the  lessooe  furnished  by  experience ; 
that  your  petitioners  forebode  the  annihilation  of 
their  respective  establishments,  unless  some  aid 
is  afforded  them,  at  this  moment,  by  the  interpo- 
sition of  Congress. 

That  this  protection  of  yeur  honorable  body 
will  be  given  to  them  at  the  present  moment,  they^ 
are  the  more  persuaded,  when  tbey  review  the 
proceedings  of  every  Congress  which  has  sat, 
since  the  formation  of  the  Federal  Constitution. 
Every  law  whioli  has  been  enacted;  every  dec* 
laration  which  has  come  to  the  people,  from  that 
quarter ;  ha^  shown  it  to  be  the  wish  of  Oonfftess 
to  make  the  United  States  independetil  of  the 
world,  as  to  articles  of  the  first  necessity,  as  she 
is  in  her  political  rights  as  a  nation.  And  for 
this  purpose  Congress  have  (aid  duties  upon  all 
raw  or  manufactured  articles,  to  an  extent  suffi- 
cient to  prohibit  their  importation,  whenever  it 
was  ascertained  that  the  country  could  produce 
a  sufficiency  for  home  consumption.  .  And.  in 
some  instances,  protecting  dutieis  have  been  laid 
with  such  efficacy,  as  notonlv  to  produce  internal 
manufactures,  sufficient  for  the  supply  of  the  de- 
mand at  home,  but  to  become,  also,  articles  of 
considerable  amount  in  the  scal^  of  our  exports. 

Not  merely,  however,  have  Conff^e8s,  in  laying 
prohibitory  or  protecting  duties,  evinced  a  dispo- 
sition to  encourage  this  species  of  domestic  in- 
dustry, but  that  body  has  also  granted  bounties  to 
entourage  the  iadiistry  of  an  isolated  part  of  the 


Union— i  speciesr  of  Industry,  too.  in  which  boti 
small  portion  of  the  citizens  could  partiei^te- 
the  fisheries.  Far  be  it  from  the  subicriben  to 
repine  at  a  policy  of  this  kind,  because  it  cooid 
not  have  an  operation  upon  tbem.  or  affect  tkc 
great  mass  of  the  people.  Thev  bave  no  wk 
views :  for,  they  well  know  that  the  United  Stttti 
compose  an  extensive  nation  ;  that  her  citixea 
are  scattered  over  an  immense  extent  of  QOQotij, 
baring  various  soils  and  climate,  with  panatts 
adapted  or  varied  to  their  different  local  siuiatiou. 
And  a  Government,  framing  laws  for  this  scat* 
tared  population,  must  necessarily  consolltki 
-wants  and  necessities  of  every  part  of  it,  to  pt*- 
mote  the  general  good  of  the  whole.  A  referesce 
to  the  report  of  Mr.  Secret  Jefferson  willerioee 
that  enlarged  and  liberal  views  of  this  kiad  ia- 
duced  Congress-  to  grant  bounties  tath^  fishenet 
But  views  of  another  nature  seem  also  to  bin 
ipftuenced  that  body..  The  encouragements  gim 
to  their  own  fishermen,  by  foreign  nations, id4 
the  restrictions  laid  upon  their  oils  and  fUb,ii 
foreign  ports,  had  threatened  the  fisheries  witk 
destruction  j  and  the  question  came  before  Con- 
gress, whether  that  business  should  be  abandooed 
entirely^  or  supported  by  the  nation  at  large.  Tke 
same  question  the  subscribers  consider  as  oeev- 
ring  in  the  present  instance.  Independent  of  tbe 
superiority  which  the  British  manufactoier  poi- 
sesses,  in  the  low  price  of  labor,  the  experieoeeiDd 
skill  of  his  workmen,  and  the  strength  of  bis etp- 
ital,  h6  enjoys  advantages  which  a^  not  kaowa 
to  an  Ameri^n  manufacturer,  in  the  boaoties 
given  by  €k>vernment  to  those  who  ffrowibcnw 
material,  and  to  those  who  export  the  taaoofiK- 
tured  article.  Whether  an  American  manofte 
turer  can  resist  a  combination  of  advantages  so 
unfavorable  to  his  interests,  without  aid  from 
Government,  appears  to  the  petitioners  u  prob- 
lematical indeed. 

Your  petitioners  deem  it  material  to  represeat, 
that  the  non-importation  act,  by  creating  a  d^ 
mand  for  the  articles  which  that  act  probibitei 
has  changed  the  direction  of  much  capital,  aad 
caused  this  erection  of  buildings,  which  mustoot 
become  Waste^  without  the  interposition  of  Con- 
gress. That  if  it  be  important  to  encourage  maa* 
ufactyres,  and  if  they  promote  national  wealth, 
by  encouraging  internal  industry ;  if  they  keep 
iQoney  at  home,  by  preventing  it.fromgoii4 
abroad  for  foreign  productions  ;  if  they  gire  hit 
to  the  industry  of  the  farmer,  the  planter,  and  tbe 
i|ie<^hanic  ;  there  can  be  no  Question  upon  tke 
subject.  This  is  the  time  to  encourage  tbem  d- 
fectually.  If  those  which  are  erected  be  safiered  to 

S»  to  waste ;  -  if  those  recently  established  die  wtu 
e  law  which  gave  them  being;  an  age  willp^ 
away  before  other  citizens  will  emMrk  in  tbe 
same  business.  Ill  success,  upon  the  part  of  oae 
manufacturer,  will  prevent  others  from  engagiof 
in  the  same  pursuits ;  success  that  crowns  ererr 
measure  with  popularity,  produces  herds  of  iou' 
tators  and  followers. 

Nor  can  it  be  an  onimportant  considertl^ 
with  Congress,  th|it  the  encouragement  of  dooe^* 
tic  manunictctres  will  have  a  tendency  to  tiaaa- 
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plaat  the  arts^od  capital  of  Europe  to  this  eoan- 
uy,  by  holdiof  out  inducements  to  artists  and 
manafacturers  to  remo\re  here. 

The  sabscribers  cannot  quit  tho  subject. with- 
out some  Remarks  upon  the  peculiar  situation  of 
the  country  in  which  th^y  lire.  Kentucky  is 
rich  in  soil,  but  at  a  distance  from  the  seas.  She 
is  capable  of  producing  hemp  for  the  whole  bnp- 
ply  of  the  United  States>— an  article,  perhaps  a^ 
much  w|tnttd  as  any  other,  botH  by  the  Gtovern* 
^ment,  and  by  privaie  citizens,  en^^g^d  iit  every 
pursuit  in  life ;  whtclK  to  an  eaormons  amount, 
IS  aonuaiiy  imported  from  the  northern  parts  of 
Burope,  and  which  cannot  easily  be  procured,  in 
eaae  of  war.  If  the  manufacturers  of  Kentoeky 
were  sufficiently  encouraged,  they  would  induce 
the  farmers  tacultiyate  it,  so  as^to  furnish  a  nerer- 
failing  resource,  whether  in  peace  or  war.  The 
proiimity  6f  Kentucky  to  Ohio  and  Indiana  sub- 
jeets  her  to  continual  drains  of  treasure  for  Uni« 
ted  States'  lands.  Lar^  sums  are  annually  taken 
off  for  foreign  productions,  and  merchants  in  the 
Atlantic  States^  who  are  the  real  collectors  of 
the  rereaue,  for  Kentucky,  her  quota  to  the  Trea- 
sury. Protected  as,  she  is  by  the  Union,  with 
this  arrangement  she  is  satisfied.  But  when  ^he 
fishermen  of  the  East  are  not  only  encouraged  by 
protecting  duties,  but  also  by  bounties;  when, 
comparatively  speaking,  no  public  -moneys  are 
expended  here,  hot  all  at  Washington,  and  oh  the 
seaboard,  in  salaries,  buildings,  fortifications,  upon 
the  Army,  and  pn  the  Navy,  for  the  protection  of 
commerce,  in  which,  from  her  Ideal  and  insular , 
situation, she  caonot  participate;  she  wottld^be 
better  pleased  if  she  was  indemBified,  for  these 
disadvantages,  by  some  encouragement  of  her 
ifldostry;  and  that,  perhaps,  can  best  be  done, 
with  public  benefit,  by  protecting  duties  to  the 
manufacture  of  what  promises  to  be  her  staple 
article.     Wherefore,  &c. 

JOHN  ALLEN,  and  others. 


OOMMISSIONBRft  OF  THE  SINKING  FUND. 

£Commnnicated  to  the  House,  June  ^,  1809.] 
Treasury  Dbpartm Et«T,  June  20, 1809. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
17th  instant,  to  transmit  copies  of  the  following 
documents,  viz : 

A.  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fund,  at  a  meeting  held  on  18th  Maroh, 
1809^  directing  the  application  of  a  sum,  not  ex-. 
ceeding  9^,250,000,  to  the  reimbursemeni  of  the 
principal  of  the  exchanged  «ix  per  cent,  stock, 
and  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
borrow,  with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  conformity  with  the 

f provisions  of  the  10th  section  of  the  act  "  making 
arther  provision  for  the  support  oi  public  credit, 
and  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,"  a  sum 
equal  to  that  of  the  principal  of  the  exchan^ 
SIX  per  cent  stock,  which  might  be  thus  reim* 
tancd. 


B.  Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
to  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States, 
dated  21st  March.  1809,  inquiring  whether  the 
proposed  loan  mignt  be  obtained  from  the  bank ; 
and,  also,  whether,  the  bank  .would  assent  to  a 
cotemppraaeous  reimbursement  of  the  whole 
amount  of  exchanged  six  per  cent,  stock  owned 
by  that  institution. 

C.  Answer  of  the  President  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States,  dated  24th  March,  1809,  stating 
that  it  appears  to  the  Board  of  Directors  that 
thev  are  not  authorized,  by  the  act  of  1795,  to 
make  a  loan  for  the  reiknbursement  of  the  stock 
created  by  the  act  of  1807;  that  the  i)ank  will 
agree  to  the  loan,  provided  it  is  not  wanted  for  a 
more  distant  period  than  the  time  when  the 
present  charter  of  the  bank  vrill  expire ;  and  pro- 
vided, also,  a  law  be  obtained  giving  them  au- 
thority to  make  it}  and  that  the  board  prefer  a 
reimburaement  of  only  so  much  of  the  exchanged 
six  per  cent,  stock  which  they.own,  as  may  Aill 
to  the  lot  of  the  bank: 

D.  Proceedings  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking.  Fond,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  26th 
December,  1795,  authorizing  a  loan  of  $500,000, 
pursuant  to  the  first  section  of  the  act  above- 
mentioned,  passed  the  3d  of  Mhrch,  1796. 

E.  CoDiract  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Slates,  dated  31st  December,  1795,  for  a  loan  of 
$500,000,  obtained  from  that  institution,  in.  pur- 
suance^or  the  last  mentioned  proceedings  of  the 
Commissioners' of  the  Sinking  Fund. 

F.  Proceedings  of  tbe  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinkiuff  Fund^  at  a  .meting  held  on  the  15th 
December,  1796,  authorizing  a  loan  of  $200,000, 
pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  act  above- 
mentioned,  passed  the  3d  of  March.  1795. 

O.  Contract  with  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  dated  17th  December,  1708,  for  a  loan  of 
9200,000,  obtained  from  that  institution,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  last  mentiooed  proceedings  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fulid. 

No  other  loans  have  ever  been  obtained  under 
eiliier  the  first  or  tenth  section  of  the  act  of  3d 
March,  1795;  nor  can  I  find,  fn  the  minutes  of 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  any 
other  proceedings  touching  the  exercise  or  coii- 
fitrtiotion  of  the  duties  or  powers  contained  in 
these  sections. 

It  appears  by  the  document  A,  that  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  at  their  meeting 
of  the  18th  March,  1809,  construed  the.  words. 
"  public  debt,"  in  the  10th  section  of  the  act  of  3d 
Margh,  1795,  as  embracing  the  exchanged  six 
per  cent,  stock;  and  considered  the  section,  gen- 
erally, as  authorizing  them  to  borrow,  with  the 
approbatio^n  of  the  President,  the  sum  requisite 
for  the  reimbursement  of  that  part  of  the  princi- 
pal of  the  public  debt,  if  there  was,  in  their 
opinion,  reason  to  apprehend  that  all  the  de- 
mands on  the  Treasury,  including  such  reim- 
burseinent,  cotild  not  be  discharged  unless  a  loan 
to  that  amount  wm  obtained. 

L  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
did  not  decide  that  the  words  "  poblic  debt,"  in 
thtt  seclioD,  eompreheided  aay  debt  whieh  did 
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not  exist  od  the  3d  dajr  of  March,  1705,  when  the 
law  was  passed ;  nor  eveh  any  portion  of  the 
debt  then  existing,  which -might  ^as  in  the  case 
of  the  three  per  cent,  stock,  converted,  byvirtoe 
of  the  act  of  11th  Febrnary,  1807,  into  a  six  per 
cent,  stock)  have  been  snbseqoemly  altered,  eitner 
,  in  the  amount  of  iu  capital,  or  in  the  rate  of  in- 
terest payable  thereon.  The  constractton  which 
they  gave  to  the  law,  applied  only  to  the  she  per 
c^nt.  stock,  issued  by  virtue  of  the  8d  section  of 
the  act  of  11th  February,  1807,  fn  exchange  of 
the  old  six  percent,  or  deferred  stocks.-  No  alter- 
ation whatever  was  produced  by  that/ exchange, 
either  in  the  amount  of  principal^  in  the  rate  of 
interest,  in  the  time  of  {Mtyiaff  the  interest,  or  in 
the  manner  of  transferring  tne  debt.  1^ he  only 
change  is  the  manner  in  w'ntch  the  principal 
should  be  reimbursed;,  and  that  certainly  did  not 
alfer  the  nature  of  the  debt.  .Thid  exchanged 
stock  isj  therefore,  in  the  opinion  of  ikt  commis- 
sioners, precisely  the  same  debt  which  existed  in 
March,  1795,  and  to  which  the  powers  vested  in 
them,  by  that  act,  are  stnetly  applicable.  But, 
although  the  gronndson  which  a  different  opinion 
was  entertained  bjr  the  bank  ve  not  to  thi^  mo^- 
mept  understood,  it  appeared  eligible,  in  a  ease 
where  doubts  were  tuggested,  to  apply  to  Con- 
gre«i  for  an  explanatory  met,  and,  in  the  mean- 
while, to  suspend  any  farther  proceedings  re- 
specting the  proposed  loan.  The  resbiutioti  of 
the  Commissiooers  of  the  Sinking  FtKKi  has  not, 
therefore,' been  yet  submitted  to  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  his  approbation. 

11.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fand 
are«  by  the  10th  section  of  the  act  of  3d  March,' 
17d5,  empowered  and  required,  if  necessary,  to 
borrow,  with  the  approbation  ot  the  President  of 
the  United  States,  the  sums  requisite  for  the  re- 
imbursement of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt. 
The  general  expressions,  *<if  aecessarv,^  ba^ 
been  taken  by  the  commissioners  as  confining  the 
power,  thus  vested  inthem,  not  to  the  case,  when 
the  sums  which  thev  are  directed  to  pay,  annu- 
ally, might  exceed  tne  probable  reeeffits  into  the 
Treasury  for  that  year,  but  to  that  of  those  re^ 
ceipts  being  insiifficient  to  dieohnrge  all  the  an- 
nual expenditures,  including  the  paryments  of  f he 
Sinking  Fund.  The  question  of  priority  of  pay- 
ment in  favor  of  .thai  fund  was  not  taken  into 
consideration,  beci^uae,  although  the  obligation  to 
paf,  at  this  tkne,  eight  militons  of  dollars^  annu- 
ally, on  that  acconnt  is  indisputable,  it  is  equally 
necessary  that  all  the  other  expenses,  authoriased 
and  directed  by  Gongresff,  should  be  paid.*  The 
meaning  and  object  of  the  .section  appeared)  in- 
deed, so  obf  ious,  that,  no  doubt  had  suggwted 
itself  on  that  subject  previous  to  Its  late  dia^ 
cussion. 

,  The  first  aeetion  of  the  act  authorises  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  jinking  Fund  to  borrow,  from 
tine  to  time,  such  sums,  in  anticipation  of  the 
rcTenues,  (not  exceeding,  in  one  year,  one  million 
of  dollars,)  as  may  be  necessary  for  the  payment 
of  the  interest  on  the  public  debt.  The  restric- 
tive word  is  the  same  in  this  as  in  the  10th  sec-' 
(ion  of  4he  aoC   If  it  be  insisted  that  the  necessity 


of  borrowing  can  nerer  exist  in  this  case,  ibIm 
the  rere^oes  appropriated  should  (hll  short  of  tiw 
sums  payable  on  account  of  the  interest,  \hm 
has  been  no  year,  sim^e  the  law  passed,  in  which 
soch  loan  could  have  been  legally  made.  It  wifi 
appear,  by' reference  to  the  documents  D  and  B, 
that  in  December,  1795,  tf  loan  of  9500,000  wsi, 
by  Tirtue  orthe  first  section  of  the  act  6f  Si 
March,  1795,  authorised  by  the  Cornmissioaen 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  approved  by  the  Presideot, 
and  obtained  from  the  bank.  The  necesntfof 
the  loan  is  made  to  ^est,  not  on  a  eompandn 
view  of  the  rcTen lies  appropriated  for  the]iif* 
ment  of  the  interest,  «nd  of  the  sums  payabnei 
acoonnt  of  that  interest,  but  on  the  genml  stiie 
of  the  Treasury,  and  on  ngeneml  view  of  iht 
reeeipu  and  expendttures  for  the  three  4ast  qQa^ 
ters^f  1795,  and  for  the  year  1796.  The  amoOBi 
of  revenues  which  were  pledged  for  the  paymeiit 
of  interest  are  there  estimated}  for  the  year  1796^ 
at  neer  six  millions,  and  the  atuonnt  of  ipteiest 
at  only  four  millions  of  dollars.. 

The  papers  F  and  O  refer  to  a  loan  of  tw* 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  obtained  in  Pecenber, 
1798,  from  the  bank,  for  the  purpose  of  rsio- 
bursing  an  instalment  of  the  principal  of  thekai 
of  two  milliott^  of  dollars^  had  of  the  bank,  ptr- 
snant  to  xhe  lUh  seetion  of  the  act  of  incoi|l0rt* 
tion.  The  loan  is,  through  some  error  ot  tk 
transcriber,  stated  to  be  by  virtue  of  th^  6thf«- 
tion  of  the  act  of  3d  March,  1795;  which  seBtim 
does  not  confer  any  authority  to  borrow  motoef. 
And  the  loan  was  evidently  made  under  tlie 
tenth,  and  not  under  the  irst  section  of  the  act; 
for  it  is  intended  for  the  pnr)>oee  of  reimbufsiil 
an  instalment  of  principal,  and  not  for  peyragdie 
interest  on  the  public  debt ;  antMt  t^as  absosde 
for  a  term  of  four  years,  (thongh  reimbonal^ 
sooncTi^  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  Outcs,) 
which  could  not  have  been  done  under  the  power 
vested^by  the  first  sebtioo,  wbttsh  directs  an  abso- 
lute reimbursement  within  a  year  from  the  time 
of  each  loan.  This  loan  was  made  because  theie 
was  i^  00'  surpine  of  rerenue  in  the  Trci^ry  tp* 
plicable  to  the  payment  of  the  said  instalment  f 
by  which  is  not  meant  that  surplusses  of  rersaoe 
were  alone  appropriated  for  that  object:  for  so 
much  of  the  duties  on  imports,  and  spirits  dis- 
tilled, and  stills,  as  Would  be  sottcient  to  pay  tb« 
instalments  of  that  two  millions  loan,  were  ip* 
propriated  br  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  U 
March,  1795;  dnd  the  commissioners  were  di- 
rected, by  the  eleTenth  seetiom  of  the  same  «(, 
to  retmburse  the  said  instalments  as  they  beelflff 
doe.  Nor  was  there,  in  the  year  1708,  any  dei- 
ciency  in  the  rerenues  approprfated  for  the  psf 
ment  of  ii^terest  and  principal,  which  the  Coo- 
missioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund  were^directed  to 
make ;  for  the  revenues  pledged  exceeded,  bf 
three  mitlione  of  dollars,  the  payments  made  oa 
that  account.  But,  at  that  time,  as  at  present, 
Hhe  necessity  of  recfnrrin^  to  the  authority  to 
borrow,  vested  by  the  act  in  the  commissiooers, 
resulted  from  a  deficiency  in  the  general  reeeipUj 
which^  during  that  year,  fell  short  of  thegaiw 
expenditures. 
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Under  those  impressioos  it  was  stated,  in  the 
leport  made  on  the  Isl  instant,  that  it  might  ^he 
necessary  to  borrow  a  sam  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt,  reimbursed 
during  the  year  1809;  and  that,  provided  the  au- 
tboritv  Tested  by  the  act  of  3d  March,  1795. 
should  be  expressly  extended  to  the  stock  issued 
under  the  act  of  11th  February,  1807,  no  other 
provision  seemed  necessary  for  tne  public  service 
of  this  year.  And  as,  in  the  statement  and  esti- 
mates trom  which  those  conclusions  were  drawn, 
the  moneys  actually  in  the  Treasury  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  are  stated  at  near  ten 
millions  of  dollars,  and  the  demands  on  account 
of  public  debt,  for  this  year,  at  less  than  six  mil- 
lions and  a  htdL  the  report  was  evidently  founded 
on  the  8Upi>osed  correctness  of  the  construction 
above-mentioned.  But,  if  that  construction  shall 
be  deemed  incorrect,  and  if  the  powers  vested  in 
the  commissioners  by  the  tenth  section  of  the  act 
of  3d  March,  1795,  shall  be  considered,  by  Con- 
gress, as  applicable  only  to  the  ease  when  the 
moneys  in  the  Treasury,  together  with  the  pro- 
bable receipts  for  the  year,  shall  fall  short  of 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  the  provision  suggested 
by  the  report  (and  which  was  intended  only  to 
reo&ove  a^ doubt  respecting  the  nature  of  the  debt 
to  which  the  powers  were  applicable)  will.not  be 
sufficient.  It  will  then  be  necessary  to  pass  a 
law,  giving  an  express  authority  to  borrow  the 
money  which  mav  be  wanted. 

I  must  acknowledge  that,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  extinp^ishment  of  theuebt,  and  independent 
of  the  ^estiott  respecting,  the  true  oonslruetion 
of  the  law,  I  peroeive  no  material  diff^feaoe  be- 
tween the  two  modes.  Whenever  the  expenses 
of  a  nation  shall  exceed  its  revenues,  loans  must, 
in  some  shape  or  another,  be  obtained;  and  the 
important  question  is,  whether  all  the  expenses 
incurred  be  really  necessary,  or  even  useful.  On 
the  decision  of  that  question,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  has  no  control.  Ir  he  had,  there  would 
certainly  be  no  necessity  to  borrow  money  in 
time  of  peace. 

Permit  me  to  add  some  observations  explana- 
tory of  the  letter  written  to  the  president  of  the 
bank,  on  points  not  iibmediately  embraced  by  the 
resolation  of  the  House. 

There  were  two^  reasons  why  it  was  thought 
more  eligible,  in  this  instance,  to  negotiate  a  loan 
with  the  bank  than  with  individuals.  It  is  still 
uneertain  virheb,  and  to  what  amount,  the  money 
may  be  wanted.  A  coiitract  with  individuals  re- 
quires previous  notice  and  arrangements)  and  is 
absolute,  sp  as  to  compel  Government  to  receive 
the  tfmount  lent,'accordin|f  to  the  terms  of  the 
contract.  But,  with  the  bank,  it  was  sufficient 
to  ascertain  whether  the  loan  could,  if  wanted, 
be  obtained  from  that  institution;  the  contract 
mii^ht  be  delayed  till  it  was  ascertained  whether, 
and  to  what  amount,  the  loan  was  necessary; 
and  it  might  be  avoided,  altogether,  if  not  actu- 
ally necessary.  The  reimbursement  would  also 
be  made  with  more  convenience,  and  some  in- 
terest saved,  because  the  repayments  may  be 
made  to' the  bank,  from  time  to  time,  and  in  any 
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sums  whatever,  according  to  the  situation  of  the 
Treasury. 

In  proposiug  to  the  bank  that  they  should  give 
notice  to  the  Treasury  of  their  wish  to  be  reim- 
bursed the  whole  amount  of  their  exchanged  six 
per  cent,  stock,  my  object  was  to  facilitate  the 
loan,  since,  by  that  operation,  there  would  have 
been  no  real  payment,  but  only  a  commutation 
of  debt;  andj  also,  to  accommodate,  so  far  as  was 
consistent  with  the  public  interest,  those  individr 
uals,  who,  by  accepting  the  terms  of  the  act  of 
February,  1807,  had  become  owners  or  exchanged 
six  per  cent,  stock,  and  who,  that  stock  being 
above  par,  could  not  desire  to  be  reimbursed.  As 
it  related  to  the  bank,  that  consideration  was  im- 
material, as  it  was  not  presumed  that  they  wanted 
to  sell  their  stock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  Speakeb  thtae  of  Jiepa. 


A. — Procee&gs  of  the  ComuiissionerB  of  the  Onking 
Fond,  at  a  meeting  held  on  18th  Msreh,  1809. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fond,  held  on  the  18th  March,  1809; 
present,  Robert  Smith,  Secretary  of  State.  Albert 
Gallatin,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  C.  A.  Rod- 
ney, Attorney  General  United  States  : 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  laid  before  the 
board  a  report,  dated  4he  18th  day  of  March,  1800, 
which  was  read,  and  is  as  fbllows,  viz : 
^*  That  there  w^s  paid,  during  the  year  1808,  ia 
order  to  complete  the  reimburse  men  t  of  the 
eight  percent,  stock,  a  sum  of      -   $1,547,000 
On  account  of  the  public  debt,  for  the 
year  1809,  in  ^vanoe,  and  on  ac- 
count of  the  annual  approprtation 
of  ......      8,000,000 

Leaf  ing  a  sum  of     -       -       -      6,453,000 
Which  most,  in  conformity  with  ex- 
isting laws,  be  applied,  during  the 

present  year,  to  the  payment  of  the 

priaoipal  and  interest  of  the  public 

debt. 
That  the  payments  to  be  made  during 

the  preseivtyear,  on  account  of  i\m 

interest  on  the  debt,  iaekidtng  the 

annual  reimbursement  of  the  six 

per  ceat.  and  deferred  stocks^  were 

climated  at         -       -       -       -      4^286,000 

Leaving  a  sum  of  *  -  -  $2,227,000 
Which,  the  market  price  of  stocks  being  above 
the  rate  fixed  by  law  for  purchases,  can  only,  be 
applied  to  the  reimbursement  of  the  exchanged 
SIX  per  cent,  stock,  in  conformity,  with  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled 'An  act  making  provision  for  the  redemption 
of  the  whole  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United 
States.'  ,         * 

And  that,  considering  the  probable  amount  of 
receipts  and  expenditures  dunng  the  present  year, 
it  is, not  believed  thftt  all  the  demands  oa  the 
Treasury,  Including  the  above-mentioaed  tarn  of 
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$2^7,000«  caB  be  discharged,  uoless  a  loan  can 
be  obtained  equal  to  the  amount  of  principal  of 
the  public  debt  thus  reimbursed."    Wnereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  sum  not  exceeding  $2,250,000 
be  applied,  during  the  present  year,  to  the  reim- 
bursement of  the  principal  of  the  exchanged  six 
per  cent,  stock,  in  conformity  with  the  proTisions 
of  the  act  last  above-mentioned. 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
be  authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  to  borrow  a  sum  equal 
to  that  of  the  principal  of  the  public  debt  which 
may  be  thus  reimbursed,  in  conformity  with  the 
provisions  of  the  tenth  section  of  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  making  further  provision  for  the  support 
of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the 
public  debt." 

R.  BlAXTUySecretary  <f  State. 

A.  GALLATIN,  SeSy  Treas'y. 

C.  A.  RODNEY,  AWy  Gen,  U.  S. 


B.— Letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Tretsniy  to  the 
President  of  Ike  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Treasury  Dspartmcnt, 
March  21, 1809. 

Sir  :  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
bavinff  directed  the  reimbursement  of  a  sura  not 
exceeding  $2,250,000,  of  the  new  exchanged  six 
per  cent,  stock,  and  authorized,  in  conformity 
with  the  10th  section  of  the  act  ^  making  fur- 
ther provision  for  the  support  of  public  credit, 
and  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,"  passed 
3d  March,  1795.  a  loan  to  the  amount  of  principal 
thus  to  be  reimbursed,  I  beg  leave  to  inquire,  Ist. 
Whether  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  will  be 
/disposed  to  lend  that  sum^  in  two  equal  instal- 
ments, viz:  on  1st  October  aext,  and  on  the  1st 
January,  1810,  being  the  tiroes  at  which  I  intend- 
ed to  effect  the  reimbursement?  2dly.  Whether 
the  bank  will  assent  to  be  reimbursed  the  whole 
amount  of  said  exchanged  six  per.^^nt.  stock, 
which  they  own,  at  the  times  above-mentioaed,? 

The  two  propositions  may  be  considered  as  in- 
dependent, one  of  the  other,  it  being,  however, 
nnderstood  that,  if  the  bank  does  not  wish  to 
make  the  loan,  it  would  suit  Qovernment  better 
not  to  reimborse  the  bank  exclusively,  but  only 
according  to  lot,  in  common  with  other  stock- 
holders. 

If  the  bank  will  assent  to  make  the  loan,  but 
refuse  to  receive  the  reimbursement,  (so  &r  only 
excepted  as  may  be  determined  by  lot,)  it  will 
not  be  materiaHhat  the  sum  lent  should  be  paid 
by  the  bank  into  the  Treasury,  precisely  in  two 
instalments,  a«  above-mentioned.  The  times  ahd 
amounta  of  payments  may,  in  that  case,  be  ar- 
ranged, when  a  formal  agreement  shall  be  entered 
into,  so  as  to  answer  the  wants  of  the  Treasury, 
and  the  convenience  of  the  bank.  It  is  only  in 
case  the  bank  will  accede  to  both  propositions, 
that,  as  there  will  be  no  real  payments,  but  only 
a  commutation  of  ex<*Hanged  six  .per  centJ  stocx 
into  a  temporary  loan,  it  will  be  necessary  that 
the  loan  should  be  made  on  the  same  days,  and 
for  the  same  sums  aa  the  reimbacsement. 


If  the  bank  will  accede  to  both  propostU,  it 
will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  Stb  section  of  the 
act  supplementary  to  the  act,  entitled  ^'Ao  act 
making  provision  for  the  redemption  of  the  whole 
of  the  public  debt  of  the  United  States,  ptsed 
the  11th  February,  1807,  that  an  exclnsive  reim* 
bursement  of  the  erchanged  six  per  cent  stock, 
held  by  the  bank,  cannot  take  place,  unless  Dotite 
be  given  to  this  Department,  in  writing,  of  the 
wish  of  the  institution  to  be  thus  reimborsed; 
and  that  notice  must  reach  me  prior  to  the  30(k 
instant,  as  I  must  otherwise  determine,  brlot, 
what  certificates  of  that  stock  shall  be  reimbnn- 
ed,  and  give  public  notice  thereof,  in  cooformity 
with  the  second  section  of  the  same  act,  ob  or 
before  the  first  day  of  next  month.  lam  sensible 
that  this  is  pressing  for  an  answer  within  a ihort* 
er  time  than  may  be  convenient,  but,  nnder  the 
pressure  of  cufrent  business,  J  did  not  attend  to 
this  operation  till  within  the  last  three  dars.  I 
therefore  request  that  you  will  have  the  goodnea 
to  lay  the  subject  immediately  before  the  Board, 
and  to  favor  me  with  the  answer.  If  that  answer 
be  in  the  affirmative,  I  will  thank  you  to  enclose 
in  it  the  notice,  in  writing,  askinjg^  for  tbe  rein- 
bursement,  in  order  that  such  notice,  UDConoeet* 
ed  with  any  other  subject,  may  be  filed  as  i 
voucher,  authorizing  me  to  reimburse,  in  coh 
formity  therewith. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Davidt  Lenox,  Esq.,  President,  ^c 

C— Tietter  ftom  the  Preaident  of  the  Bank  of  ^ 
United  States  to  ^  Seeretaiy  of  the  TretiaiT- 
Bank  of  the  United  Statbs, 
^  March2A,im 

Sir  :  I  lost  no  time  in  laying  before  tbe  Board 
of  Directors,  your  letter  of  the  21st  iosL,  which 
I  had  the  honor  of  receiving  yesterday.  To  the 
first  of  your  inquiries,  namely  :  "  Wbelher  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  will  be  disposed  to 
lend  that  sum  ($2^,000)  in  two  equal  iositl- 
ments,  viz :  on  the  1st  October  next,  and  on  tbe 
1st  January,  18107"  I  am  desired  to  sut&thtt 
there  is  every  disposition  on  the  part  of  tbisfiovd 
to  comply  with  the  wishes  of  Government,  b8t 
it  appears  to  them  that  they  are  not  autborited, 
by  the  act  of  1795,  to  make  a  loan  for  tbe  reia> 
bursement  of  the  stock  created  by  theaetofl80<i 
besides,  there  are  considerations  which  now  pf^ 
sent  themselves,  of  much  importance  to  tbe  i^ 
stitution,  arising  iVom  the  short  duration  of  tbe 
charter,  with  wnich  a  loan,  reimbursable  at  UM 
pleasure  of  the  United  States,  may  interfere.  To 
evince,  however,  the  friendly  disposition  of  lb« 
Board,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  agree  to  tbe  Ics^ 
provided  it  is  not  wanted  for  a  more  distant  pen* 
od  than  the  time  when  the  present  charter  of  tK 
bank  will  expire,  at  an  interest  of  six  per  cent,  pet 
annum,  and  provided  also,  a  law  is  obtained,  at 
the  next  session  of  Congress,  giving  them  aoibot* 
ity  to  make  it.  I 

To  your  second  inquiry,  viz :  "Whether  the 
bank  will  assent  to  be  reimbursed  tbe  wbok 
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amoant  of  the  exchaoged  six  per  cent»  which 
they  own,  at  the  times  meatioaed  ?"  I  have  to 
repl^)  that  the  Board  prefer  acceptioff  soch  pro* 
portion  only,  as  may  fall  to  the  lot  of.  the  bank. 
In  retarning  this  answer  to  your  letter,  I  hope  it 
may  be  perfectly  satisfactory,  and  au  additiional 
proof  of  the  desire  of  thb  Board  to  comply  with 
the  viewtf  of  Gk>vernii^ent  on  every  qjocasion, 
when  not  incompatible  with  the  iaterest  of  the 
institation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

D.  LENOX,  Prendent. 

Hon.  Albert  QALbATfN. 


P^— Proceedings  of  the  CommiMioners  of  the  SinkiDg 
Fond,  at «  meeting  held  on  the  26th  0/  December, 
1794. 

At  a  roeettag  of  the  Commis$ioner8  of  the 
Siokiog  Fund,  on  the  36th  day  of  December, 
1796; 

Pre»ent:  The  President  of  the  Senate,  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  the  Secretary  or  the 
Treasury; 

A  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was 
read,  ts  fbllows :       - 

«*  That,  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the.  in- 
terest on  the  public  debt,  which  will  fall  due  at 
the  close  of  the  present  year,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  anticipate  the  appropriated  revenues  to  the 
amount  of  five  hundred  thoaaand  dollars. 

^The  authority  40  make  a  loan  for  this  pur* 
pose,  is  contained  in  the  first  section  of  an  act, 
passed  on  the  3d  day  of  March.  1795,  entitled  ^An 
act  makioff  further  provision  /or  tfaa  support  of 

1>ub]ic  credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the  pub- 
ic debt.'  .  , 
^  The  Secretary  proposes,  that  the  said  loan  be 
had  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  i^t  one 
year,  to  bear  iaterest  from  the  1st  day  of  January 
enaoing,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  to 
be  refnnded  oat  of  ihe  proceeds  of  the  duties  on 
goods,  wares,  and  me^chaDdise,  imported^  on  the 
tosnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  apoa  spirik 
diatilled  wilhtn-  the  United  Stales,  and  stiUs, 
wibich  may  accrue  to  the  end  of  &e- present  year, 
and  be  then  uncoUected. 

^  That  the  Commissioners  may  be  satisfied,  as 
to  the  real  state  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  latest  pe- 
riod to  which  the  accounts  have  been  settled,  he 
takea  the  liberty  to  lay  before  them,  a  copy  of  his 
report,  made  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  on 
the  14th  instant,  in  which  the  receipts  and  ex* 
peoditures  for  the  three  first  quarters  of  the  pres- 
eot  year  are 'exhibited,  and  also,  a  view  of  the 
protHBible  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year 
1796. 

<'  Wherefore,  the  said  Secretary  requests  that 
the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund 
woo  Id  resolve,  that  an  application  be  made  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  foe  hb  permis- 
sion to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  (0  borrow 
five  btindred  thousand  dollars,  on  the  terms  and 
conditions  before-mentioned,  to  be  applied  in  the 
manlier  herein  proposed^'' 
Whereupon,  it  was  resolved  aoaniniously,  That 


the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  bor- 
rowed by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  for  a 
term  not  exceeding  one  year,^  at  a  rate  of  inter- 
est not  )?xoeediog  six  per  centum  per  annum,  to 
commence  on  the  first  of  January,  1796,  pursuant 
to  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  "An. act 
making   further   provision  for  the  support  of 

ftublie  credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  tne  pub* 
ic  debt ;"  and  that  this  resolution  be  laid  before 
the  President  of  the  United*  States,  for  his  ap- 
probation* 

JOHN  ADAMS, 

Prendent  of  the  Senate. 
TIMOTHY  PICKERING, 

Secr^my  of  State. 
OLIVER  WOLCOTT,  Jr., 

Secretary  c^  the  Treasury. 
Approved^  December  20,  1795. 

GEO.  WASHINGTON. 


E« — pontract  between  the  Commissioners  of  thel%dc- 

ing  Fond  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
Articles  of  agreement  between  Oliver  Wolcott, 
Jr.,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  behalf  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  of  the 
one  part;  and  th^  President.  Directors,  and 
Company  of  the  Bank  of  ^he'Uaited  States,  of 
the  other  part ;  made  and  concluded  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thonsadd  seVen  hundred  and  ninety-fi^e. 
Whereas,  by  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  making 
further  provision  for  the  support  of  the  public 
ci^edit,  aud  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt," 
passed  the  third  day  or  March,  in  the  present 
year,,  the  Commissioners  6f  the  Sioking  Fund, 
with  the  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Uai- . 
ted  States,  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  bor- 
row, or  cause  to  be  borrowed  from  time  to  time, 
such  sums,i9  anticipation  of  the  revenues  appro- 
priated, not  exceeding,  in  one  year,  one  million 
of  ^oilat^    And  whereas  the  said  Commission- 
ers of  the  Sinking  Fund,  by  their  resolution  of 
the  twenty-sixth  day  of  December,  one  thoiisand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-five,  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  did  unanimously 
agree,  that  the  sum  of  five  nundred  thousand 
dollars  should  be' borrowed  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year^ 
ajt  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceed! tig  six  per  cenL 
per  annum,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  January^ 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  pur- 
suiknt  to  the  act  before  recited : 

Now,  therefore,  these  presents  witness,  that, 
pursuant  to  the  authority  aforesaid,  it  hath  been, 
and  is  hereby,  agreed,  by  and  between  the  said 
parties  of  the  first  a^d  second  part,  as  followsi 
viz:         . 

First.  The  said  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany, shall  lend  to  the  United  States  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  advanced  on 
the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  seven  hon-^ 
dred  and  nioety-six. 

Second.  The  said  sum,  sa  to  be  advanced  at 
aforesaid,  shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per 
centun^  per  annumi  from  the  date  befinf^mear 
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Uoded,  payable  on  the  first  dayr  of  Joljr/one  thou- 
stnd  seven  hundred  and  ninety-six,  and  on  the 
first  day  of  Janaary.  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
Mid  ninety  seven. 

Third.  The  United  States  shall  reimburse  or 

rtpay  to  the  said  Bank  of  the  United  States,  the 

atid  anm  of  hfe  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with 

the  interest  which  shall  b^  due  ffiereon.  on  Or  be- 

Ibre  the  first  day  of  Januarf,  in  the  year  one 

thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-seven,  reserv- 

ing,  nevertheless,  to  the  United  States,  tne  right 

of  reimbursing,  at  thett  pleasure,  the  whole,  or 

anv  part  of  the  said  sum,  which  shall  have  been 

so  lent  and  advanced,  after  giving  one  month's 

Dotice,  to  the  President  of  the  said  Bank,  of  the 

sum  intended  to  be  reimbursed. 

hk  ttttimony  whereof,  thre  said  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  bath  caosied  the  seal  of  the 

Ti^stiry  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents, 

and  hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  hand ; 

£l.  8.]  and  the  said  President,   Directors,   and 

Company,  have  also  caused  the  seal  of  the 

Bank  of  tiie  United  States  to  be  affixed  to 

the  same,  the  day  and  year  aforesaid. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT, 

'  Secretary  of  the  Trea&uty. 

iL.  8.J  THOS.  WILLING, 

President  Bank  of  the  U.  S. 


¥4 — ^Proceedings  of  th«  CommintoBen  of  die  Stoking 
Fund,  at  a  mating  held  en  the  16th  of  Deeembtor, 
1798. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Sinkiikg  Fund,  on  the  fiAeenth  day  of  December, 

Present:  The  Ho*.  John  Laurence,  President 
of  the  Senate,  the  Secretary  of  State,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  atid  the  Attorney  General 
of  the  United  States; 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  latd  before^  the 
Besrd  a  report,  dated  the  fourteenth  day  of  De- 
<»emlier,  1798^  which  was  read,  and  i^  fts  follows : 

**That,  by  the  eleventh  section  of  the  act  of 
GoDffress,  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March.  1795, 
entiiled  *An  aet  making  Airtber  provision  tor  the 
mf^rt  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redemption 
of  th«  public  debt,'  the  Commissioners  of  the 
CNnking  Fund  are  required  to  reimburse,  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  the  instalments  due 
mon  the  Iban  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  ha^  o(, 
the  said  Bank,  pursuant  4o  the  eleventh  section 
of  the  act  by  which  the  same  was  incorporated, 
ms  the  said  instalments  shall  respectively  accrue. 

"  That,  on  the  last  day  of  December,  in  the 
present  year,  the  instalment  of  the  aforesaid  loan, 
being  two  handred  thousand  dollars,  will  fall  due 
to  the  said  bank. 

**  There  being  no  surplus  of  revenue  in  the 
Treasury  applicable  to  the  payment  of  the  said 
instalments,  the  Secretary  requests,  thatapplica- 
tkm  be  made  to  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
for  his  permission  to  borrow  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars,  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
lour  years,  to  beepplied  to  the  purpose  aforesaid; 
md,  therefore,  submits  the  following  resolution : 


"  Resolved,  That  the  sum  of  two  handred  thou- 
sand dollars  oe  borrowed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  pursuant  to  the  sixth  section  of  the 
act,  ^ssed  on  the  thhrd  day  of  March,  1795,  en- 
titled ^An  act  making  further  provision  for  the 
suppo>t  of  public  credit,  and  for  the  redenptioa 
of  the  puhlte  debt,'  and  Uiat  the  proceeds  of  the 
said  loan  be  applied,  by  the  said  Secretary,  to  the 
payment  of  the  seventh  instalment  of  the  lotDof 
two  millions, of  dollars,  borrowed  under  the  set, 
entitled  'An  act  to  incorporate  the  subscribersto 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Stiates:'  Provided,  Tbtt 
the  said  loan  shall,  nevertheless^  be  reimbunahle 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States,  and  shiU 
bear  interest  at  a  rate  not  exceeding  six  per  cent. 
per  aYtnUm,  bnd  that  this  reisolution  be  laid  before 
the  President  of  the  United  States  for  his  appn>- 
bation. 

"All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by 
«  OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 
«  Secretary  of  ike  Trmtthf. 

'TREAsuay  Department, 

""Decmber  15,  1798.» 

Whereupon,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  said  re* 
port  be  be  accepted,  and  that  the  resolution  ifore- 
said  be  laid  before  the  President  of  the  United 
States  for  his  approbation. 

JOHN  LAURENCE, 
President  of  the  SeruUe,^*  ten^ 

PfiiLAOBLP^iA,  Dec  17, 17d8. 

Approved:  JOHN  ADAMS. 

Recorded  from  thie  ori^ina).  minutes  00  the 
file,  by  EDWARD  JONES, 

Sec^ty  Commissioner^  SinMngPsnl 

G^^Coatraiet  between  the  CommiMioiien  of  tht  M- 

iog  Fund  and  the  Bank  of  the  United  SMei. 
Articlea  of  agteement  between  Oliver  Walcott) 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  4  in  behalf  of  the  Cob- 
misdonera  of  the  Sinking  Fnod,  of  the  one 
part}  and  the  President,  Directors,  and  Ceo* 
-pany,<>f  theBankef  the  Unted  Sutes,of  tte 
other  part  4  maAe  and  coneiaded  the  tweaty- 
eifbth  day-  of  December  in  the  yev  of  o« 
Pord  one  thousand  sevea  h«*dred  and  nioetf* 
eigrht. 

Whereas,  by  the  act,  entitled  ^  Aa  act  iBtln|C 
farther  provision  fbr  the  support  of  jpnblic  credtff 
and  for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  passed 
the  third  day  of  March,  ope  thousand  seven  hn- 
dred  and  ninety^five,  th^  Commissioners  of  t^ 
Sintjng  Fund,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Pres- 
dent  of  the  United  States,  ar^  authorized  ao^ 
empowered  to  botrow,  or  cause  to  be  borrowed 
from  time  to  time,  such  sums,  in  antlcipatioi " 
the  revenues  appropriated,  not  exceeding  on* 
million  of  dollars:  And  whereas  the  said  Com- 
raissioners  of  the  Sinkit^g  Fund,  by  their  resolo- 
tion,  of  the  fifteenth  of  December,  one  thoosm^ 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  approved  by  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  did  imaaimouslr 
agree  (hat  the  su.nof  two  handred  thousand  dol- 
lars shall  be  borrowed  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury :  Prvfsided,  nefkfihelits,  That  the  said 
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loan  shall  be  reimbursable  at  tbe  pleasure  of  the 
United  States,  aud  sball  bear  iQtere.sjt  at  i^  rate 
not  ezceediog  six  per  centum  per  antium: 

Now,  therefore,  these  presents  vitQess  that,, 
pursuant  to  the  authority  aforesaid,  it  bath  Wo« 
■ftnd  is  hereby,  agreed,  by  and  between  th^  said 
parties  of  the  fir^t  and  second  pari,  9fi  foilpws, 
viz : 

1st.  The  said  President,  Directors,  and  Com- 
pany, shall  lend  to  the  United  States  the  sum  of 
two  huadred  thousand  dollars,  to  be  advanced  on 
the  first  day  of  Jaji^uary,  one  thousand  seren  Im^u- 
dred  and  nmety-nine. 

2d.  The  said  sum»  so  to  be  advanced  as  afore- 
said, shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  eent. 
per  anAtun,  from  the  dale  before-mentioned,  j)ay- 
•       able  half  yearly  to  ihe  said  parties  of  the  second 
'       port,  during  the  continuance' of  the  said  loaJ^,  if 
the  same  shall  be  renuired. 

3d.  The  United  States  shall  reimburse,  qr  re- 
pay to  the  Bank  of  the  United  Staten,  the  said 
aatn  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  with  the 
interest  whieh  shall  b»  due  tliereon,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  Jaauary,  whioh  will  he  in  the 
year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  re- 
serving, nevertheless^  to  the  United  States*  the 
rig'ht  or  reimbureing^at  their  pleasure,  the  whole, 
or  Any  part  of  said  sum,  which  shall  h<Lve  beeni 
ao  lent  and  advanced,  after  giving  one  month's 
OOtiee  to  the  President  of  the  said  Bank,  of  the 
soia  intended  to  be  reimbursed. 

In  tesrimony  whereof,  the  said  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  bath  caused  the  seal  of  the  Treasury  to 
be  affixed  to  these  presents,  and  hath  hereunto 
aubscribed  his  hand ;  and  the  said  President,  Di- 
rectoirs,  and  Company,  have  also  caused  the  seal 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed  to 
the  same,  the  day  and  year  aftres^id, 
[1.8.]  OLIVER  VPLCOTt, 

Secretary  qfthe  Treasury. 
iu. ».]  THiOMAa  WIUJWG, 

PremdfSf^n 


The  same  duties,  during  the  year 
1808,  amounted,  after  deducting 
th(e  expenses  of  coUectipn,  to       -   S1P|5Q1^560 

From  whieh,  deducting  for  deben- 
tares  issued,  and  whieb;  oo  ac- 
count of  the  embargo,  dio  not  ex- 
eeed    ---*.- 


Leaves,  for  the  net  reveaae  aeerued 
during  that -year,  as  will  appear 
by  the  statement  A     -        -       - 


249,396 


$10,33&,1«3 


STATE  OF  THE  FINANCES. 

[Communicated  to  the  Hou8e,I)ecembQr.8,  I8O9.3 
la  obedience  to  the  directioas  of  the  act  sun- 

SleqicAtary  to  the  act.  entitled  *'  An  acf  to  estab- 
ah  the  Treasury  Department,''  the  Secretary  of 
chje  Tieasury  respectfully  submits  the  following 
report  and  estimatfss : 

The  duties  on  laerehandise  and  tonnage,  which 

«ceraed  during  the  year  1807,  amounted,  jiu^er 

ded Beting  the  expenses  of  collec- 

tiott,  to $86,126,648 

From  whichf  deducting  for  deben- 
tures issued  on  account  of  renex-     * 
portations 10,067,191 


Laef^,  for  the  net  revenue  accrued 
during  that  year  •       -       ,-       -   $16,059^457 


The  statement  B  exhibits  in  detail  the  seven^l 
species  of  merchandise,  and  other  sources,  from 
which  that  revenue  was  collected  during  the  year 
1608  5  and  the  statement  Aa  dves  a  comparative 
view  of  the  importations  and  re-exportations  of 
the  several  species  of  merchandise  for  the  years 
1807  and  1808,  showing  thereby  distinctly,  the 
effect  of  foreign  aggressions  a^d  commercial  re- 
strictions on  the  importations  of  foreign  artic^ 

Prom  the  returns  already  received  for  the  three 
first  a«wrters  of  the  present  year,  and  from  the 
general  knowledge  of  the  importations  made  dur- 
ing the  two  last  months,  it  is  believed  that  the 
cross  amount  of  duties  on  merchandise  imported 
dpiing  the  whole  year  will,  after  deducting  the 
expenses  of  collection^  amount  to  ahout  ten  mil- 
lions of  dollars. 

But,  aa  the  debentures  issued,  on  account  of 
re-exportatioBs,  principally  of  colonial  produce, 
will  amount  to  about  $3,500,000,  the  net  revenue^ 
accrued  during  the  year  1809,  cannot  he  estimated 
at  more  than  six  niillions  and  a  half.  ' 

It  appears,  by  the  sutement  C,  that  the  sales 
of  public  lands  have,  during  the  year  ending  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1609,  amounted  to  143,000 
acres,  and  the  payments  by  purchasers  to  nearly 
ive  hundred  thousand  dolkn.  The  proceeds  of 
sates  in  the  Misstssippt  Territory  being,  after  de- 
ducting the  surveying  and  other  incidental  ex- 
penses, appropriated  in  the  irst  place  to  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  of  $1,250,000  to  the  State  of  Gei^- 
gia,  are  distinctly  stated. 

It  appdars,  by  the  statement  D.  that  the  pay- 
menu  on  aecouat  of  the  principal  of  the  publte 
debt  have,  during  the  same  penod,  amounted  to 
nearly  $6,73(K000  j  the  reimbursement  of  the  eight 
per  cent,  stock  having  taken  place  on  the  ikst  of 
January  last.  But  the  aggregate  of  payments  on 
account  of  principal  and  interest  will  not,  for 
the  two  years,  1808  and  1809,  exceed  the  sum  of 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars  appropriated  bylaw. 

The  same  statement  shows  that  about  $34,796v- 
000  of  the  principal  of  the  debt  have  been  reim- 
bursed during  the  eight  years  and  a  half,  com* 
m^encing  on  the  first  of  April,  1801,  and  endimr 
on  the  30th  of  September,  1809,  exckisively^ 
more  than  six  millions  of  dollars  paid  in  confor- 
mity with  the  provisions  of  the  convention  with 
Great  Brftain  and  of  the  Louisiana  convention. 

The  actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury  dufine 
the  year,  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  18^ 
have  amounted  to  -  -  .  $9,315,753  ^ 
Making,  together  with  the  hal- 
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anee  in  the  Treasury  on  the.  1st 
of  October,  1808,  and  amoant- 
iog  to 13,846,717  52 


An  aggregate  of 


•  9^.162,470  68 


The  disbursements,  during  the  year,  have  con- 
attted  of  the  following  items,  viz :    . 

Civil  department,  including  miscellaneous  ex- 
penses, and  those  incident  to  the  intercourse  with 
foreign  nations    -       •        .       -  $1,439,633  23 

Military  and  Naval  Establish- 
ments, including  the  Indian  de-- 
nartment,  viz :  - 
ililitary,  including  arms  and  for- 
tifications -  -  $3,366,403  12 
Navy  -  -  -  2,379,267  80 
Indian  department      292,303  84 

— 6,037,974  76 

Interest  on  the  public  debt  -       -      3,126,149  15 


10,603,757  14 
Reimbursement  of. principal  of 
the  public  debt        -        -.      -      6,729,777  53 


Amounting,  together!  as  will  ap- 
pear more  in  detail  by  the  state- 
ment E,  to       -       -       -       -    17,333,^34  67 

And  leaving  in  the  Treasury,  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1809,  a 


balance  of 


5.828,036  01 


$33,162,470  68 


Whence  it  appears  that  the  expenses  of  C^ov- 
eniment,  exclusively  of  the  pavmentson  account 
of  the  principal  of  the  debt,  nave  exceeded  the 
actual  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  by  a  sum  of 
nearly  thirteen . hundred  thousand  dollars;  and 
that  that  deficiency,  as  well  as  the  reimbursement 
<^  the  principal  of  the  debt,  have  been  paid  out 
of  the  sums  previously  in  the  Treasury,  or,  in 
other  Words,  out  of  the  surplus  of  the  revenue  of 
Ihe  preceding  years^ 

The  outstanding  revenue  bonds  may,  after  de- 
ducting the  expenses  of  collection,  and  allowing 
for  bad  debts,  be  estimated  to  have  amounted,  on 
the  30th  of  September,  1809^  to      -   ^  $7,500,000 
The  duties  on  the  importations,  dur- 
ing the  last  quarter,  will  not  prob- 
ably,  after  making  a  similar  de- 
duction, fall  short  of    -        -       -        2,^0,000 
All  those  will  fall  due  prior  to  the 
first  day  of  January,  1811,  and 
'  make,  together  with  the  balance 
in  the  Treasury  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1809,  and  amounting, 
as  above  stated,  to       -        -       -        5.800,000 
An  aggregate  of    .....   $16,100,000 
The  expenses  of  the  present  quarter, 
though  not  yet  precisely  ascer- 
Uined,  will  not  probably,  includ- 
ing the  payments  on  account  of 
the  public  debt,  exceed        -        -        3,600,000 
Leaving,  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary,  1816,  a  sum  of     -       -       .   $12,500,000 


About  twelve  and  a  half  mill  ions  of  dollars,  is 
cash  or  bonds,  payable  during  the  year  1810, and 
applicable  to  the  expense  of  that  year.  This  es- 
timate, however,  is  founded  on  the  supposition 
that  the  amount  of  debentures,  payable  in  that 
year,  will  not  exceed  two  millions  of  dollars,  aad 
that  the  receipts,  during  the  year,  arising  from 
importations  subsequent  to  the  first  of  Jaooary 
next,  and  fromf  the  sales  of  land,  will  be  sufficient 
to  pay  those  debentures,  and  to  leave  at  all  timet 
in  the  Treasury^  at  least  one  million  of  dollars. 

Estimating  the  expenses  of  a  civil  natare,botli 
domestic  and  foreign,  for  the  year  1810,  at  tke 
same  ainount  actually  expended  for  those  objects 
during  the  preceding  year,  or  at 
about      -       -  '     -       -        -       -     <l,5OO,O00 
And  adding  thereto  the  annual  ap- 
propriation of     -       -  -      -       -       8,000,000 
For  the  public  debt,  (of  which  sum 
'  about  three  millions  seven  hun- 
dred and   fifty  thousand  dollars 
will  be  applied  to  the  final  reim^ 
borsement  of  the  exchanged  six    ~ 
per  cent,  stock,)  it  follows  that, 
unless  the  aggre^te  of  the  ex- 
penses for  the  Military  and  Naval 
Establishments  should  be  reduced 
tonbout      ...       .        .       3,000,000 

$12.500.000 

A  loan  will  be  necessary  to  make  up  the  defi- 
ciency. That  state  of  the  Treasury  bad  been 
anticipated;  and.  Tor  that  reason^  an  increase  of 
duties  had  been  respectfully  submitted  in  the  last 
annual  report.  But,  should  that  measure  be  oow 
adopted,  it  would  not,  on  account  of  the  terms 
of  credit  al(owed^pr  the  payment  of  daues,  su- 
persede the  neceJ^  of  a  loan  for  the  serriee  of 
the  year  1810.  cflMaensurate  with  the  exunt  of 
those  establishments,  and  with  the  approprii- 
tions  which  may  be  made  for  their  support  bf 
Congress.  No  precise  sum  is  suggested,  since 
this  must  vary  according  to  the  plans  which  miT 
be  adopted  in  relation  to  foreign  nations,  and  viii 
particularly  depead  oa  the  daciaion  of  Congress 
on  the  question  of  war  or  peace.  It  issafficiott 
to  state  ^hat,  if  the  actual  expenditure  of  the  yeti 
1810,  for  alt  military  and  naval  purposes^  shoaid 
be  estimated  at  the  same  sum  which  was  disboised 
by  the  Treasury,  ibr  those  objects,  doriog  ib^ 
year  ending  on  the  30th  of  September,  1809,  m 
exceeding,  as  above  stated,  six  millions  of  dolltrs, 
the  deficiency,  aecording  to  the  preceding  esti- 
mates, would  amount  to  three  mil^^oi^s  I  ^^  ^^ 
supposition,  it  would,  seem  priident,  in  order  to 
provide  against  any  deficiency  in»  the  receipt; 
beyond  what  has  be,en  estimated,  to  anthorixst 
loan  of  four  millions  of  dollars. 

In  the  event  of  war.  the  necessity  of  rendering 
it  efficient,  and  of  calling  for  that  purpose  iato 
action  all  the  resources  vi  the  country  is  too  ob- 
vious to  require  any  comment.  On  that  subject 
nothing  will,  at  this  time,  be  added  by  this  De- 
partment to  the  sugffestions  respectfully  submit- 
ted in  the  two  preceding  annual  reports.    Loans, 
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reimbursable  by  instalments,  and  at  fixed  periods, 
after  the  return  of  peace,  must  constitute  the 
principal  resource  for  defraying  the  extraordinary 
expenses  of  the  war.  For  the  support  of  public 
credit,  the  basis  on  which  rests  the  practicability 
of  obtaining  loans  on  reasonable  terms,  it  appears 
necessary  that  the  revenue  should,  in  the  mean- 
while, be  equal  to  the  interest  on  tne  public  debt, 
including  that  on  the  new  loans,  and  to  all  the 
current  expenses  of  Government,  calculated  on  a 
Peace  Establishment,  or,  for  the  present,  to  about 
eiffht  millions  of  dollars.  An  immediate  and  con- 
siderable increase  of  the  existing  duties  will,  it  is 
believed,  be  requisite  for  that  purpose,  in  order  to 
cover  the  defalcation  which  a  maritime  war  must 
necessarily  produce  m  a  revenue  almost  exclu- 
sively depending  on  commerce.  That  increase 
appears  preferable,  in  the  present  situation  of  the 
United  States,  to  any  other  source  of  taxation, 
and  is  not,  in  time  of  war,  liable  to  the  objection 
of  its  encouraging  smu^glin^.  It  is  only  in  the 
event  of  that  revenue  being  still  more  afifected  by 
a  war  than  is  apprehended,  that  a  resort  to  inter- 
nal taxes,  either  direct  or  indirect,  may  become 
necessary. 

If  war  should  not  l^  resorted  to,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear requisite,  unless  Congress  should  resolve 
on  a^rmanent  increase  in  the  Military  and  Na- 
yal  Establishments)  in  time  of,  peace,  to  lay,  at 
present,  any  additional  duties,  beyond  a  mere  con- 
tinuance of  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  known 
under  the  name  of  ^^  Mediterranean  Fund.^'  It 
has  already  been  stated,  that  an  increase  of  the 
impost  would  not  supply  the  deficiency  which 
may  take  place  in  the  year  1810;  and  e)tclusrvely 
of  the  reimbursement  of  the  loan  whieh  may  be 
wanted  for  the  service  of  that  year,  ail  the  nation- 
al expenses,  calculated  on  a  Peace  Estabtishroent 
and  on  the  average  of  the  actual  expenditures  of 
the  six  years,  1802  to  1807,  will  not  exceed  ten 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  year  1811,  and  eight 
millions  aftier  that  year ;  for,  the  only  portion  of 
the  existing  debt  which,  according  to  law,  it  will 
be  practicable,  after  the  year  1810,  to  reimburse, 
iMrill,  exclusively  iof  the  annual  reimbursement  of 
tbe  six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,  consist  only 
of  the  con  verted  six  |)er  cent,  stock,  which  amounts 
to  less  than  two  millions  of  dollars.  The  pay- 
ments on  account  of  the  annual  appropriation  of 
eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  deot,  cannot,  for 
that  reason,  except  for  tKe  purpose  of  reimburse 
ing  the  loan  which  may  be  wanted  for  the  service- 
of  the  year  1810,  much  exceed  six  millions  of 
dollars  id  the  year  1811,  and  four  millions  of  dol- 
lars, annually,  after  that  year.  The  expenses  for 
the  year  1811,  and  the  ensuing  years,  may  there- 
fore, if  calculated  on  a  Peace  Establishment,  be 
eatimated  as  follows,  viz : 
Civil  expenses,  both  domestic  and  for- 
eign         91,500,000 

Military  and  Naval  Establishments, 
(including  the  Indian  department) 
calculated  on  the  average  of  the  ac- 
tual expenditure  for  those  objects 
during  th?  six  years,  1802—1807,  as 
%ili  appear  by  the  statement  F.  about    2,500,000 


Interest  on  the  public  debt,  including 
the  annual  .reimbursement  on  the 
six  per  cent,  and  deferred  stocks,    -    4,100,000 

Total  of  the  annual  expenses  after  the 

year  1811,       -        -        -        -        -  8,100 fiOO 

Reimbursement  of  the  converted  six 

per  cent  stock         ....  1,860,000 

Total  of  expenses  for  the  year  1811  -  $9,960,000 

Whatever  may  be  the  decision  of  Congress^  io 
other  respects,  there  is  a  subject  which  seems  to 
require  immediate  attention.  The  provisiona 
adopted  fbr  the  purpose  of  parrying  into  effect- 
the  non-intercourse  with  England  and  France^ 
P|articularly  as  modified  by  the  act  of  last  ses- 
sion, under  an  expectation  that  the  Orders  of 
Couticil  of  Great  Britain  had  been  revoked,  are 
inefficient,  and  altogether  inapplicable  to  exist- 
ing circumstapces.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  ob- 
serve, that  exportation  by  land  is  not  forbidden  ; 
and  that  no  bonds  being  required  from  vessels 
ostensibly  employed  in  the  coasting  trade,  nor 
any  authority  vested  by  law  which  will  justify 
detention,  those  vessels  daily  sail  for  British  ports, 
without  any  other  remedy  but  the  precarious 
mode  of  instituting  prosecutions  against  the  ap- 
parent owners.  It  is  unnecessary,  and  it  would 
be  painful,  to  dwell  on  all  the  effects  of  those  vi- 
olations of  the  taws.  But.  without  any  allusion 
to  the  efficiency  or  political  Qbject  of  any  vystem^ 
and  merely  with  a  view  to  its  execution,  it  is'hi- 
cumbent  to  sti^te,  that,  from  the  experience  of  the 
two  last  years,  a  perfect  conviction  arises,  that, 
either  the  system  of  restriction,  partially  aban- 
doned, must  be  reinstated  in  all  its  parts,  and  with 
all  the  provisions  necessary  for  its  strict  and  com- 
plete execution,  or,  that  all  the  restrictions)  so  far, 
at  least,  as  they  aflfect  the  commerce  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  ought 
to  be  removed. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN, 
Secreteary  of  the  TVeaguty. 

Tr£A8Ubt  Department,  Decf,  7th,  1809. 


SINKING  FUND. 

[Communicated  to  the  Senate,  February  5, 18 16.] 
Washington,  Feb.  5, 1810. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  re- 
spectfully report  to  Congress  as  follows : 

That  the  measures  which  have  been  authorized 
by  the  Board,  subsequent  to  their  last  report  of 
the  4th  of  February,.  1809,  so  far  as  the  same  have 
been  completed.,  are  fully  detailed  in  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  this  Board,  dated 
the  second  day  of  the  present  month,  and  in  the 
statements  therein  referred  to,  which  are  here* 
with  transmitted,  and  prayed  to  be  received  as  a 
part  of  thb  report. 

a.  CLINTON,  President  of  Setiatie. 
A.  GALLATIN,  Secretary  Treamtry. 
C.  A.  RODNEY,  Attorney  QeneraL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2191 


APPBNBIX. 


%m 


Sinking  F\md. 


Tbeabuby  Department,  A6.  2,  IdlO. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  respectfully 
reports  to  the  CommissioDers  of  the  Siokiog 
Fund- 
That  the  balance  remaining  unexpended  at  the  close 
of  the  year  1807,  and  applicable  to  payments  fiill- 
ing  due  after  that  year,  which  balance,  aa  appears 
by  the  statement  B,  annexed  to  the  last  annual  re- 
port, amounted  to   -        -        -        -     $8S0,71S  09 
Together  with  the  diabunementa  made 
during  the  year   1808,  out  of  the 
Treasury,  on  account  of  the  ]principal 
.and    interest  of  the   pubho.debt; 
nrfaich  disbursements,  as  appears  by 
4be  statement  C,  annexed  to  tha  last 
^annual  report,  amounted  to     -        -  l(V330,013  60 


And  amounting  together,  to        -         $11,150,731  69 

Hare  been  accounted  for  in  the  following  manner : 

I.  There  was  repaid  itito  the  Treasury,  during  the 
Tear  1808,  on  account  of  the  principal  of  moneys 
heretofore  advanced  for  the  payment  of  interest  and 
reimbursement  of  the  funded  domestio  deU,  and  of 
moneys  advanoed  ibr  the  purchase  of  stock,  as  ap* 
pears  h^  the  statement  £,  annexed  to  the  laA  annual 
iieport $68,796  11 

IL  The  sums  actually  applied  during 
^  same  year,  to  the  payment  of  the 
prineipal  and  interest  of  the  public 
debi,  as  asoertainod  by  accounts  ren- 
dered to  the  Treasury  Department, 
amount,  as  will  appear  by  the  state- 
ment A,  to  $10,430,833  26,  via : 

1.  Paid  in  reimburse- 
ment of  the  principal 
of  the  debt,  and  in- 
cluding the  whole  of 
the  eight  per  cent, 
stock        •        -        -  $6,968,3dS  01 

%  Paid  On  account  of 
the  interest  and  char- 
ges on  the  same        -    8,448,61 1  34 

■  10^430,839  S6 

in.  The  balance  remaining  unexpend- 
ed at  the  dose  of  the  y^ar  1808,  and 
applicable  to  paymenta  falling  due 

•  after  that  year,  as  ascertained  by  ac- 
counts rendered  to  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, amounted,  as.  will  appear 
by  the  statement  B,  to    -        -        -       651,103  33 


$11,150,731  69 


That,  during,  the  year  1809,  the  following  disburse- 
ments were  made  out  of  the  Treasury  on  account 
of  the  principal  and  interest  of  &e  public  debt,  viz : 
1.  On  account  of  the  reimbursement  of  tlie  domestic 

ihnded  debt $5,750,066  23 

9.  On  account  of  the  domestic  unfund- 
ed debt,  viz : 
Payment  of  register- 
ed debt         ...        -   $368  11 
Payment  of  debts  due 
to  foreign  officers  -   -       13,307  41 

— — -^  13,566  63 

3.  On  account  of  interest  on  the  Louis- 
iana atock,  and  on  exchanged  apd 
converted  atocka,  payable  in  Europe      689,067,  78 


Amounting  alti^ther,  as  vriU  appear 
by  the  annexed  Hat  of  warrants,  ntark- 
edC,to-        -        -        -        -        -$e,45S,6l6tt 

Which  disbursements  were  made  out  of  the  iblkmii| 

funds,  viz : 
1.  From  the  funds  constituting '  the  annutl  appropii*' 

tion  of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  year  1809: 
From  the  ftind  arising 

from  the  interest  on 

the    debt  transferred 

to  the  Commissioners 

of  the  Sinking  Fund, 

as  per  statement  I     -  $1,484,778  73 
From  the  fhnds  arising 

firom  the  sale  Of  pub^ 

lie  landa,  being  the 

amount  paid  into  the 

Treasury,  from  the  lat 

October  1868.  to  the 

30th  September,  1809, 

as  per  statement  IC  -       463,396  33 
From  the   proceeds  of 

duties  on  all  goods, 

wares,  and  merchan- 
dise, imported,  and  on 

the  tonnage  of  ves-v 

sels-        -        -        -^    4,554,397  43 
Amounting    in    all    to  ■  $6,461,46117 

Which  sum  of     -        -     6,451,466  37 
Together  with  the  sum 

^vanced  during  the 

year  1808,  on  account 

of  the  appropriation 

fbr   tiM   year    1809, 

amounting,  as  by  the  . 

laatiannual  report,  te 

$1,647,801  48,  whidl 

ought  to  have  been 

stated,  as  explained  in 

the  note  at  the  foot  o£ 

this  report  at     -        -    1,548,533  63 
Makes  the  amount  of  the 

appropriation  for  the       , 

year  1809        -        •   $8,000,000  00 


3.  Fhwn  the  proceeds  of  duties  on  goods, 
wares,  and  mercheodiee,  imported, 
and  on  the  tonnage  of  vmmU,  ad- 
vanced, in  part,  aud  on  account  of 
the  annual  appropriation  of  eight 
millions  for  the  yei^  1810 

3.  From  repayments  into  the  Treasury 
on  account  of  remittances  purchased 
to  provide  for  the  interest  on  the  Lou- 
isiana stock,  as  will  appear  by  the 
statement  E,  viz : 

Repayment  of  principal 
advanced  from  Treas- 
ury -     .    •  $93  30 

Costs  recovered    -        -  51  16 


$1,087  W 


14491 


That  the  above  meatioDed 
menis,  together  vnth  the  above  stated 
balance,  which  remained  unexpended 
at  the  close  of  the  year  1808,  of      - 

Aftd  amount,  altogether,  to    -       "  $7,10^801 » 


661,103  » 
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Will  be  accounted  for  in  the  next  annual  report,  in 

conformity  to  the  accounts  which  shall  then  .have 

been  rendered  to  the  Treasury  Department 
That,  in  the  meanwhile,  the  mann^  in  which  the  said 

sum  has  been  applied  is  estimated  as  fbllows : 
L  The  repayments  into  the  Treasuiy,  on  account  of 

tlie  principal,  haye,  during  the  year  1809,  amounted, 

as  by  the  above  mentioned  statement 

E,  to $93  80 

IL  The  sums  actually  applied,  during 

the  year  1809,  to  the  principal  and 

inlerest  of  the  public  debt,  are  eati- 

mated  as  follows : 
1.  Paid  in  reimburBO- 

ment  of  the  principal 

of  the  public  debt,  and 

includmg  the  last  in* 

stalment  ofthePutch  t 

debt  •        -        -     3,826,479  86 

3.   P^d  on  account  of 

interest  and  charges 

on  the  sai^e      -        -     3,915,776  76^ 


As  will  appear  by  the  estimate  F. 
m.  The  balance  which  remained  unex- 
pended at  Uio  close  of  the  year  1809, 
.  and  applicable  to  payments  falling 
due  after  that  year,  is  estimated)  per 
estimate  G,  at         .       «        .        - 


6»74t,356  02 


361,492  68 


$7,108,801  85 


That,  in  conformiW  to  the  proceedings  and  resolutions 
•f  the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  of  the 
18th  of  March,  1809,  a  copy  whereof,  marked  I^,  is 
beteiinto  annexed,  there  was  reimbursed  on  the  lat 
October,  1809,  in  the,  mannef  prescribed  rby  the 
eighth  section  of  the  adt  of  February  ll,m07,  a 
portion  of  the  exchanged  six  per  coit  sloek,  ereated 
by  virtue  of  that  act,  amounting  to     $1,151,460  11 

And  there  wai  paid,  for  the  ^Imburse- 
ment  of  a  poition  of  the  same,  on  the 
ls|  of  Jauuary,  1810,  the  sum  of     -     1,000^749  10 

■  11  I     It 

Amounting,  together  to   >  - 


-  $2,943,218  24 


Which  eum  of  $2,243,318  34»  forms  a  part  of  the  sum 
x>f  $3,836,479  26,  above  stated  as  the  amount  of 
principal  of  the  public  debt  reimbursed  in  the  year 
1809. 

That  the  loan  authorised  by  the  last  of  the  above 
re8<rfution^  of  (he  Ckimmlssioners  has  not  been  made, 
there  having  been  no  necessity  for  resorting  to  it. 

And  that  the  statement  H  exhibits  the  amount  of 
stock  transferred  to  the  Commisnonets  of  the  Sinking 
Fund,  and  (o  the  Treasurer  of  the  United  8tatee»  in 
trost  for  said  States,  and  standing  to  their  credit  cm 
tke  books  of  the  Treasury,  on  the  31st  December,  1809, 
no  stocks  having  been  transferred  in  payment  for  lands 
during  the  year  1809. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

NoTK  m  rtUOum  io  the  adwanee  made  during  the 
yemt  1808. 

This  advance  was  stated,  in  the  annual  report  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  dated  F^yru- 
ary  3,  1809,  at  the  sum  of       -        -  $1^7,801  48 


To  which  is  to  be  added  the  sum  of 
$14^13  16,  which  was  stated  in  the 
report  dated  February  4, 1808,  as  hav- 
ing been  paid  during  the  year  1807, 
out  of  the  additional  q>propriatioa 
made  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  a^t 
of  April  29,  1802,  for  the  psyment  «>f 

.  commiseions  to  the  agents  employe4 
in  the  purcb^ie  of  remittances  for 
the  Dutch  debt,  when,  in  fa<^  the 
said  sum  was  not  paid  out  of  that  ap- 
propriation, but  out  of  the  appropria- 
tion of  eight  millions  of  dollars,  it 
having  been  paid  for  commissions  on 
the  purchase  of  remittances  for  inter- ' 
.terest  on  the  Louisiana  stock,  which 
are  not  cmbfaeed  by  the  fifth  section 
of  Ae  act  of  April  29,  1803.  This 
sum,  therefore,  as  it  diminishes  the 
amount  short  advanced  in  the  year  . 
1807,  on  the  appropriation,  of  eight 
millions,  forms  an  adkiition  to  the 
amount  over  advanced  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  1808^  on  account  of  the  ap- 
propriation of  eight  millions  for  the 
year  1809,  a^d  is  here  ad^    - 


1,33^  15 


$1,548,533.68 


LOANS  AND  ADDITIONAL  DUTIB$. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Mardi^l,  1810.] 
Januabt  8th,  1810. 

Sib:  Hariog  stated,  in  your  several  reports, 
that  loaus  would  constitute  the  pripoipal  resource 
of  the  United  Statea  for  defraying  extraordinary 
expenses,  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
have  instructed  me  iO  request  that  you  will  re- 
port your  opinion  as  to  the  most.eli||iDle  mode  of 
obtainfnff  poonev  by  loan ;  keeping  m  view,  both 
the  facility  of  borrowing  sums,  commensurate 
with  the  exigencies  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  ultimate,  ei^tinguishment  of  the  debt  con- 
tracted. ' 

You  have  already  given  your  opinion  in  fiiTor 
of  an  increase  of  duties  on  importation.  To 
what  extent  can  this  be  carried  witn  safety?  Can 
an3r  other,  resources,  except  taxes  and  loans,  be 
relied  on,  for  immediate  revenue? 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

JOHN  W.  EPPKS. 

Hon.  A.  Gallatin,  Stc^ry  Treasury > 


,    TbRASUAT  DcPARTMfillT,  fhb.  26,  IglO. 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following 
observations  in  answer  to  thq  several  objects  3 
ii4quiry  embrfu:ed  by  your  letter  of  the  8th  ulti- 
mo. The  amount  of  extraordinary  ezpensas 
which  may  be  authorized  by  Congress  being  yet 
unascertained,  it  is  not,  even  at  this  time,  practi- 
cable to  state,  with  precision,  the  sum  which 
may  \^  wanted  on  loan  for  tiie  service  of  this 
year.  And,  in  relation  to  ensuing  years,  it  would 
be  premaf ore  to,  lay  do^n  any  ffeneral  rnlea  re- 
specting tlie  moat  eligible  mode  of  borrowing 
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sums  of  moae]^,  commeDsurate  with  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  United  States  in  case  of  war.  It  is, 
therefore,  thopght  sufficient,  for  the  present,  to 
point  out  some  of  the  most  obvious  mean«  of 
effecting  loans  generally,  leaving  it  a  subiect  of 
subsequent  consideration  to  decide,  according  to 
•existing  circumstances,  on  the  most  eligible 
mode,  and  on  the  arrangement  of  details. 

The  inquiries  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.apply  to  the  three  following  points:  1st.- 
What  is  the  most  eligible  mode  of  obtaining 
money  by  loan,  keeping  in  view  both  the  facility 
ofborrowing  sums,  commensurate  with  the  ex- 
igencies of  the  United  States,  and  the  ultimate 
extinguishment  of  the  debt  contracted?  2dly.  To 
what  extent  can  an  increase  of  importation  be 
carried  with  safi^ty  ?  Sdly.  Can  «ny  other  re- 
sources, besides  taxes  and  loans,  be  relied  on  for 
immediate  rerenue? 

Loans, — 1st.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fund  will,  out  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  eight 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  payment  of  the  debt, 
reimburse,  in  1810,  the  residurof  the  exchanged 
six  per  cent,  stock,  amounting  to  93,750,000,  and 
in  1811,  the  whole  oCthe  converted  six  per  cent, 
stock,  amounting  to  $1,^60,000.  It  is  probable 
that  the  owners  of  iho&e  two  species  of  stock 
would  consent  tore-loan^he  amount,  provided  it 
was  made  irredeemable  for  a  few  years. 

2d.  It  has  already  be^n  stated,  in  the  annual 
report  of  November  5th,  1807,  referred  to  in  that 
orthis  year,  "  that  the  several  banks  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  might  find  it  convenient,  as  the  dimin- 
ished commerce'of  the  country  might  require  less 
capital,  to  loan  to  Government. a  cdusiderable 
portion  of  their  capital  stock,  then  computed  at 
about  forty  millions  of  dollars.  Such  temporary 
loans  can  be  obtained  only  to  a  limited  amount, 
but  they  are  convenient  in  two  respects :  1st.  They 
do  not  diminish  the  facility  of  obtaining  other 
loans  from  individuals,  inasmuch  as  they  do  not 
increase  the  amount  of  stock  at  market.  2dly. 
Being  redeemable  at  will,  ^nd  in  any  sums  which 
m&Y  suit  the  convenience  of  Government,  inter- 
est is  paid  only  as  long  as  the  money  is  wanted ; 
and  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt  contracted  is 
rendered  more  easy  and  certain. 

3d.  Loans  may  be  obtained  from  individuals  to 
an  extent  commensurate  with  the  national  capi- 
tal, and  limited  by  the  existing  demand  for  thai 
capital  for  private  purposes.  The  terms  must 
vary  according  to  circumstances,  always  giving 
the  preference  to  the  most  simple  form  that  can 
effect  the  object.  A  portion  of  the  public  lands 
may,  perhaps,  if  necessary,  either  as  a  premium, 
or  by  giving  an  option  to  subscribers,  be  advan- 
tageouiy  applied  in  faciliating  loans,^  or  improv- 
ing their  terms.  -  / 

4th.  Treasury  notes,  bearing  ititerest,  and  pay- 
able to  order,  one  year  after  date,  may  be  annually 
issued,  to  a  moderate  amount,  and  be  pat  in  cir- 
culation, both  through  the  medium  of  banks,  and 
in  payment  of  supplies.  A  portion  would  be  ab- 
sorbed during  the  year  by  thei)ayment  gf  public 
lands  and  revenue  bonds,  and  tire  redemption  of 
ihe  residue  be  provided  for  by  the  loan  of  the  en- 


suing year.  This  annual  anticipation  of  the  re?- 
enuf,  though  liable  to  abuse,  may,  if  kept  within 
strict  bounds,  facilitate  both  the  collection  of  the 
revenue  and  the  loans  themselves. 

In  relation  to  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt 
contracted,  those  who  borrow  can  do  notkio; 
more  than  to  provide  and  pledge  funds  sufficient 
for  that  object,  and  to  give  such  a  form  to  the 
debt  as  may  not  impede  its  redemption.  Toren- 
der  it  irredeemable,  for  no  longer  time  than  is  ne 
cessary  in  order  to  obtain  the  money ;  to  nuke 
it  reimi)iirsable  by  instalments,  at  fixed  |>eno<l8; 
never  to  create,  /or  the  sake  o^  diminishing  the 
annual  interest,  a  greater  nominal  amoqot  of  stock 
than  the ^um  actually  borrowed;  andabo?eali, 
never  incur  expenses  which  are  not  actually  D^ 
cessary  for  the  defence  or  welfare  of  the  coontrf ; 
are  principles  essential  for  a  nation  which  does 
not  contemplate  a  system  of  perpetual  and  in- 
creasing debt.  But,  for  its  actual  reimbnrsement, 
we  must  principally  depend  on  the  return  of  pros- 
perous circumstances,  on  the  f^roWing  resources 
of  the  country,  and  on  the  wisdom  of  our  socees* 
sors.  The  artificial  provisions  of  a  sinkins  fund 
may  always  be  rendered  inefficient  by  the  D^ 
cessities  or  extrava^nce  of  Government.  The 
real  amount  of  a  national  debt  cannor  be  dimin- 
ished, unless  the  aggregate  of  revenue,  iocloding 
the  funds  assigned  to  the  sinking  fund,and  exein- 
sively  of  newloans,  exceeds  the  aggregate  of  ex- 
penditures, other  than  those  for  uie  paymeotof 
the  principal  of  the  debt.  Favorable  circom- 
stances,  and  a  rigid  economy  in  the  current  ex- 
penses, have  enaoled  the  United  States  to  reim- 
burse, during  the  last-eight  ^ears,one  half  of  the 
debt  created  by  the  Revolutionary  war,  and  dar- 
ing some  of  the  ensuing  years.  Similar  circiun- 
stances,  and  an  adherence  i0  the  same  principle^ 
wHl  be  requisite  to  secure  the  actual  reimbone- 
ment  of  the  debt  which  it  OHiy  now  be  nece^ty 
to  contract.  Butj  that  Government  will  possess 
resources  amply  sufficient  for  that  object,  cannot 
be  doubted.  The  proceeds  of  the  public  bids 
woqld  alone,  slowly,  perhaps,  but  certaiDly>eziiB- 
ffuisb  a  much  greater  debt  than  the  United  States 
have  it  now  in  their  power  to  create.  And  it, is 
sufficiently  ascertained  that  the  national  wealth ol 
the  United  States,  and,  therefore,  the  means  of 
raising  revenue,  increase  id  a  ratio  still  mpf^ 
rapid  than  their  population-^a  population  whiek 
almost  doubles  everjr  twenty  years. 

These  considerations,  connected  with  others, 
stated  at  large  in  the  annual  reports  of  November, 
1807,  and  December,  1808,  produced  a  eon  fiction 
that  loans  might,  without  danger,  be  resorted  to 
as  the  principal  resource  for  supporting  a  war. 
Permit  me,  at  the  same  time,  to  observe  that  the 
suggestion  has  been  confined  to  that  object  alone, 
and  that,  excepting  the  case  of  war,  either  imme- 
diate or  contemplated,  It  appears  consistent  with 
sound  policy  to  raise,  during  the  year,  the  meaas 
of  defraying  all  the  national  expenses,  borrowing 
no  larger  sum  than  the  amount  of  principal  of 
old  debt  paid  during  the  year.  The  propriety  of 
providing,  even  in  time  of  war,  a  revenue  equal 
to  the  annual  expenses  on  a  peace  establishmeot, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2197 


APPENDIX. 


2188 


Iaqim  a$td  Additional  Dutiee. 


the  interest  of  the  extstiog  debt,  and  that  on  the 
loans  which  may  he  raised,  has,  alsQ,  been  sug- 
gested in  former  reports. 

Increase  of  Duties^-^On  that  subject,  but  little 
can  be  added  to  the  opinions  expressed  on  former 
occasions.  I  still  think  that  this  source  of  rerenue 
is,  in  the  United  States  and  at  this  time^the  most 
productive,  the  easiest  to  collect,  ihe  least  bur- 
densome to  the  great  mass  of  the  people;  and 
that  the  d&ties  on  importation,  generally,  may, 
in  ease  of  war,  be  doubled,  without  inconvenience 
or  danger. 

In  time  of  peace,  and  particularly  under  ex- 
isting circumstances,  habits  of  smuggling  might 
be  promoted  by  so  great  an  increase.  But  the 
precise  rate  which  may,  with  safety,  be  adopted. 
can  only  be  a  matter  of  opinion,  to  be  tested 
by  experience.  I  would  not  hesitate,  however, 
to  mention  an  additional  duty  of  five  per  cent,  pn 
.  merchandise  paying  ad  valorem  duties  of  33^^r 
cent,  on  the  :^existing  duties  on  all  other  articles, 
aa  attended  with  very  little  danger,  and  prefer- 
able to  any  other  new  source  of  taxation.  A  re- 
newal of  the  duty  on  salt,  which  produced  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars  a  year,  may  be  excep- 
tionable in  other  respects,  but,  on  account  of  the 
bulk  of  the  article,  is  liable  to  no  objection  in  the 
present  view  of  the  subject. 

It  was  slated,  in  the  annual  report  of  Dedem- 
ber  last,  that  an  increase  of  duties  would,  not  on 
account  of  the  terms  of  credit  allowed  for  the 
payment  of  duties,  supersede  the  necessity  of  a 
loan  for  the  service  of  this  year.  The  amount 
of  that  loan  might,  of  course^  be  diminished,  if 
no  credit,  or  a  credit  of  only  sixty  davs,  was  al- 
lowed for  the  payment  of  the  proposea  additional 
duties. 

,  Public  Landi.-^These constitute  the  only  great 
national  resource  exclusively  of  loans  and  taxes. 
They  have  already  been  mentioned  as  forming  a 
fund  for  the  ultimate  extinguishment  of  the  pub-' 
lie  debt ;  and  the  possibility  of  their  being  used 
as  a  means  of  facilitating  loaos,  has  been  sug- 
gested. A  portion  might  also  be  usefully  applied 
as  a  bounty  to  officers  and  soldiers,  whenever  it 
may  become  necessary  to  raise  a  considerable 
force.  But,  as  an  object  of  immediate  revenue, 
I  much  doubt  whether  this  can  be  materially  in- 
creased without  a  radical  change  in  the  present 
system. 

Not  less  than  ten  land  offices  are  now  in  full 
operation,  offering  a  great  choice  of  good  lands, 
situated  in  various  climates,  and  suited  to  the 
habits  of  the  citizens  of  every  portion  of  the. 
Union.  They  are  sold  at  the  rate  of  two  dolhirs 
and  sixty-four  cents^  if  paid  for  at  the  time  of 
purchase,  and  in  tracts  of  ope  hundred  and  sixty 
acres.  As  much  is  sold  as  the^e  is  actual  de- 
mfiDd  for  land  in  similar  situations  at  that  price. 
The  ^les  are,  however,  almost  exclusively  con- 
.  fined  to  those  who  are,  or  intend  to  become,  ac- 
tual settlers,  and  all  the  money  which  can  be 
raised  by  that  description  of  purchasers,  is  annu- 
ally paia  to  the  United  States.  In  order  to  in- 
crease immediately  the  amount  of  sales,  a  differ- 
ent capital  from  that  which  has  heretofore  been 


applied  to  that  object,  the  capital  of  persons  who 
will  purchase  for  the  purpose  of  selling  again, 
with  a  profit,  must  be  brought  into  action.'  But 
it  is  evident  that  no  person  will  purchase  hinds, 
at  the  present  price,  as  an  object  of  speculation, 
whilst  the  United  States  continue  to  sell  at  the 
same  price  in  small  tracts.  To  effect  the  pro* 
posed  object,  it  would  be  necessary  not  only  to 
reduce  the  price,  but  to  make  a  difference  be- 
tween that  of  lands  sold  in  Inr^e  tracts,  and  that 
askted  for  small  tracts,  sufficient  to  encourage 
purchases  on  an  extensive  scale.  That  altera- 
tion might  produce  an  additional  revenue,  but 
appears  to  me  extremely  injurious  in  other  re- 
spects. The  present  system  of  sales  has  been 
tried,  and  answers  the  expectations  of  the  Legis- 
lature. A  gradual  increase  must,  notwithstand- 
ing som extemporary  fluctuations,  necessarily  take 
place.  On  that  I  would  rely ;  nor  would  I  Ven- 
turis to  suggest  any  other  change  than  that  al- 
ready proposed  on  a  former  ocdiasion^a  mode- 
rate and  general  reduction  of  prices,  discontinu- 
ing, at  the  a^me  time,  all  sales  on  credit,  but  con- 
tinuing to  sell,  at  the  same  rate,  large  or  small 
tracts  of  land. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  sir, 
your  obedient  servant. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  J.  W.  Eppbs,  Chairman^  <fc. 


Extract  from  .the  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  ef 
the  Treasury^  dated  November  6, 1807. 

It  will  be  sufficient  to  state,  1st.  That  it  ap- 
pears necessary  to  provide  a  revenue  at  least  equal 
to  the  annual  expmises  on  a  peace  estabHshment, 
the  interest  of  the  existing  debt,  and  the  interest 
on  the  loans  which  may  he  raised.  2d.  That 
those  expenses,  together  with  the  interest  of  the 
debt,  will,  after  the  year  1808,  amount  to  a  suna 
less  than  seven  millions  of  dollars,  and,  therefore, 
that,  if  the  present  revenue,  of  fourteen  millions 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  shall  not  be  dimin- 
ished more  than  one  half  by  a  war,  it  will  still  be 
adequate  to  that  object,  leaving  only  the  interest 
of  war  loans  to  be  provided  for. 

Whether  taxes  should  be  raised  to  a  grea;ter 
amount,  or  loans  be  altogether  relied  on,  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  a  war,  i^  the  next  subject 
of  consideration. 

Taxes  are  paid  by  the  great  mkss  of  the  citizens, 
and  immediately  affect  almost  every  individual 
of  the  community;  loans  are  supplied  by  capitals, 
previously  accumulated  by  a  few  individuals.  la 
a  country  where  the  resources  of  individuals  are 
not  generally  and  materially  affected  by  the  war 
it  is  practicable  and  wise  to  raise  by  taxes  the 
greater  part  at  least  of  the  annual  supplies.  The 
credit  of  a  nation  may,  also,  from  various  circuil^ 
stances,  be,  at  times,  so  far  impaired,  as  to  leave 
no  resource  but  taxation.  In  both  rejects,  the 
situation  of  the  United  States  is  totally  dissimilar. 

A  maritime  war  will,  in  the  United  State*, 
generally  and  deeply  affect,  whilst  it  continues, 
the  resources  of  individuals;  as  not  only  com- 
mercial profits  will  be  curtailed,  but  principally 
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because  a  great  pordon  of  the  surplus  of  agrieol-i 
tural  produce  Decessarily  requires  a  foreiga  mar- 
ket. The  reduced  price  of  ifae  priocipal  articles 
exported  frotn  the  Uiiited  States  will  operate  more 
heavily  than  any  contemplated  tax.  And,  with- 
out inquiring  whether  a  similar  cause  may  not 
still  more  deeply  and  permanently  affect  a  nation 
at  war  with  the  United  States, it  seems  to  follow, 
that,  so  far  as  relates  to  America,  the  losses  and 
privations,  caused  by  the  war,  should  not  be  aggra- 
vated by  taxes,  beyond  what  is  strictly  necessary. 
An  addition  to  the  debt  is  doubtless  an  evil :  but 
exp^ience  having  now  shown  with  what  rapid 
progress  the  revenue  of  the  Union  increases  in 
time  of  peace,  with  wbat  facility  the  debt,  for- 
merly contracted,  has,  in  a  few  years,  been  reduced, 
a  hope  may  coimdently  be  entertained  that  all 
the  evils  of  the  war  will  be  temporary,  and  easily 
repaired ;  and  thi^t  (he  return  of  peace  will,  with- 
out any  effort,  afford  ample  resources  for  reim- 
bursing whatever  may  bave  been  borrowed  dur- 
ing the  war.  / 

The  credit  of  the  United  States  is  also  unim- 
paired, either  at  l^ome  or  abroad ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  loans,  to  a  reasonable  amouni,  may  be  ob- 
tained on  eligible  terms.  Measures  h^ve  been 
taken  to  ascertain  to  what  extent  this  may  be  ef- 
fected abroad.  Ajud  it  will  be  sufficient  here  to 
suggest,  that  the  several  banks  of  the  Uoited 
States  may  find  it  convenient,  after  the  ensuing 
year,  and  as  the  diminished  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try may  require  less  capital,  to  loan  to  Gk^vern- 
ment  a  considerable  portion  of  their  capital  stock, 
now  computed  at  about  forty  millions  of  dollars. 

It  might  be  premature  to  enter  into  a  particu- 
lar detail  bf  the  several  branches  of  revenjie,wbich 
may  be  selected,  in  order  to  provide  for  the  inter- 
«st  of  war  loans,  and  to  cover  deficiencies  in  case 
the  existing  revenue  should  fall  below  seven  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  A  general  enumeration  seems 
at  present  sufficient. 

1.  Not  only  the  duty  on  salt  and  the  Mediter- 
ranean duties  may  be  imnkedtately  revived,  but 
the  duties  on  importation,  ^nerally,  may,  in 
case  of  war^  be  considerably  increased,  perhaps 
doubled,  with  less  inconvenience  than  would 
arise  from  any  other  mode  of  taxation.  With- 
«ot  resorting  to  the  example  of  other  nations,  ex- 
perience has  proven  that  this  source  of  revenue 
IS,  in  the  United  States,  the  most  productive,  the 
easiest  to  collect,  and  the  least  ourdensome  to 
the  great  mass  of  the.  people.  In  time  of  war, 
the  danger  of  samg^ling  is  diminished  j  the  scar- 
city of  foreign  articles  prevents  the  diftfy  ever 
falling  on  the  importer;  the  consumers  are  pre- 
cisely those  members  of  the  community  who  are 
best  able  to  pay  the  duty;  ^d  the  increase  of 
domestic  manuraotures,  which  may  be  ipdirecily 
affected,  is,  in  itself,  a  deshrab|e  olnect. 

2.  Indirect  taxes,  bower  ineligible,  will,  doubt- 
less, be  cheerfuUy'paid  as  war  taxes,  if  necessarv. 
Several  modifications  of  the  system  formerly 
adopted  might,  howevei^,  be  introduced,  both  in 
order  to  diminish  some  of  the  inconveniences 
which  were  experienced,  and,  particularly,  to  in- 
sure the  collection  of  the  duties* 


3.  Direct  taxes  are  liable,  to  a.particaUr  obje^ 
tioa,  arising  from  the  unavoidable  ineqa^ility  ^o^ 
doced  by  the  general  rule  of  the  Coastituuoft. 
Whatever  difference  may  exist  between  tbe  k- 
latlve  Wealth,  and  consequent  ability  of  payiog, 
of  the  several  States,  still  the  tax  must  oecesu- 
rily  be  raised  in  proportion  to  their  relative  pop- 
ulation. Should  it,  howe^er^  become  nece»tff 
to  resort  to  that  resource,  it  is  believed  that  a  Oix 
raised  upon  that  species  of  property  ineaeh  Statt, 
which,  by  the  State  laws,  is  liable  to  taxatioa, 
as  had  originally  been  contemplated  by  Coagren, 
would  be  preferable  to  a  general  assessment  liid 
uniformly  on  the  same  species  of  prdparty  iatU 
the  States,  as  was  ultimately  adopted.'* 


Extract  from  the  Anntial  Report  of  the  8ecnt$xy^9i 
the  Trensury,  of  P^embw  XOth,  1808. 

*4t  is  certainly  only  with  a  view  to  war,  eitber 
immediate  or  contemplated,  that  it  will  beoome 
necessatf'y  to  resort,  at  least  to  any  considerable 
extent,  to  extraordinary  sources  of  supply. 

Legitiniate  resources  can  be  derived  only  from 
loai^s  or  taxes;  and  the  reasons  which  ioducet 
belief  that  loans  should  be  principally  relied  oo, 
in  case  of  war,  were  stated  in  the  annual  report 
of  lasi^  year.  That  opinion  has  been  corrobo- 
rated by  every  subsequent  view  which  has  bm 
taken  of  the  subject,  as  well  i|s  by  the  preseot 
situation  of  the  country.  The  embargo  his 
brought  into,  and  kept  in  the  United  States,  al- 
most all  the  floating  property  of  the  nation.  And 
whilst  the  depreciated  value  of  domestic  pro- 
ducts increases  the  difficulty  of  raising  a  coosif 
erable  revenue  by  internal  taxes,  at  no  former 
time  has  th<;re  been  so  much. specie,  9f>  iOQc)|  r^ 
dundaht  uneniployed  capital,  in  the  coootrf. 
The  high  price  of  public  stocks,  and  indeed  of 
all  species  of  slocks,  the  reduction  of  the  pjoblte 
debt,  the  unimpaired  credit  of  the  GknertlGoT* 
ernment,.and  the  large  amount  of  existing  baok 
stock  in  the  United  States,  leave  no  doubt  of  the 
practicability  of  obtaining  the  necessary  loans  oi 
reasonable,  terms. 

The  geographical  situation  of  the  United  Stain, 
their  history  since  the  Revolution,  and,  above a^ 
present  events,  remove  ev^ry  apprehension  w 
frequent  wars.  It  may,  therefore,  be  confidenllf 
ex{iect^d,  that  a  revenue  derived  solelf  frpn 
duties  on  importations,  though  necessarihf  ua- 
paired  by  war,  will  always  be  amply  sufficient 
during  long  intervals  of  peace,  not  only  lode 
fray  current  expenses,  but  also  to  reimburse  the 
debt  contracted  during  the  few  periods  of  war. 

Jio  internal  taxes^  either  direct  or  indirect,  are 
therefore  contemplated,  even  in  the  case  of  bosiil- 
ities  carried  on  against  the  two  great  belligerent 
Powers.  Exclusively  of  the  authority  which 
must,  from  time  to  time,  be  ^iveo  to  borrow  the 
sums  required,  (alwi^ys  providing  for  the  reitn- 
bursement  of  such  loans  within  limited  petiodfj 
and  of  a  due  economy  inHhe  several  branches  oi 
expenditure,  nothing  more  appears  nec^/f 
than  such  modifications,  and  increase  of  the  dauss 
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on  importations,  as  are  natorall^  tag^^stad  by 
ezistiog  circumstaDces. 

Although  importations  have  already  eoosider- 
ablydiminifthed,  and  may,  under  the  system  now 
in  force,  shortly  be  altogether  diseonclnoed,  no 
reasonable  objection  is  perceived  against  an  in- 
crease of  duties  on  such  as  may  still  take  place. 

Had  the  duties  been  doubled  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
dttiy,  1808,  as  was  then  suggested,  in  case  of  war, 
the  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  ouring  that  and 
the  ensning  yeaf,  would  have  been  increased 
nine  or  ten  millions  of  dollars.  Those  articles  of 
most  unirersal  consumption,  on  which  an  in« 
crease  of  duty  would  be  inconrenient,  are  gener- 
ally either  free  of  duty,  or  abundant;  it  is.  there- 
fore, proposed,  that  not  only  the  Mediterranean 
duties,  whidi  will  expire  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
SLTj  next,  should  be  continued,  but  that  all  the 
exrsting  duties  should  be  doubled  on  importations 
subsequent  to  that  day." 


UNSETTLED  ACCOUNTS. 

[€o«imniiicalad  to  the  House,  March  28»  1810]. 

Mr.  QUfUcY  made  the  following  report :  Tbe 
co«)amitte«  to  wbonrwas  referred  the  report  of 
the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  transmitting  a 
atmtem^nt  of  the  unsettled  accounts  of  the  Treas- 
ury, War.  and  Navy  Departfneots,  in  conformity 
with  the  act  passed  tbe  8d  of  March,  1809,  have 
taken  that  vubjeet  int«  their  consideration,  and 
have  deemed  it  their  duty  particularly  to  inqaive 
iBto  the  actual  state  of  those  lialances,  which,  by 
that  report,  appear  of  great  nominal  amount,  and 
of  which  no  accoubt  bad  been  rendered,  notwith- 
st«Ddii»|f  a  considerable  lei^th  of  time  had,  in 
flsany  case^,  elapsed,  since  the  termination  t>f 
these  services,  on  wMch  the  public  moneys  bad 
be^na  origiaally  advanced.  It  appeared  (o  your 
ceiAaAittee  due,  both  to  the  individuals  charged 
trith  thoae  balances  and  to  the  public,  that  all 
the  knowledge  possessed  by  the  officers  of  the 
Treasury,  tending  to  redace  the  amount  of  those 
nominal  balances,  should  be  ascertained  and 
eommonhsated,  to  the  end  that,  on  the  one  hand, 
injarioue  suspicions  shonld  not  be  allowed  to  cir- 
emsve  under  the  sanction  of  a  Treasury  statement ; 
and,  on  the  other,  that  real  delinquency  should 
not  remain  concealed,  of  find  coonrenaace  in 
the  number  and  greatness  of  these  unsettled  bal- 
ances. 

Tour  committee,  therefore,  addressed  a  letter 
to  tbe  ConrptrOller  of  the  Treasuary,  containing  a 
list  of  the  names  of  all  those  individuals  who  ap- 
peared, from  his  report,  to  have  ^rendered  no 
account,"  and  whose  accounts,  from  the  great- 
ness of  the  balances  stated,  required,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  committee,  a  more  distinct  elucidation, 
and  requested,  in  relation  to  these  accounts,  a 
particular  statement  of  all  credits,  which,  either 
from  informal  evidence,  or  from  the  operation  of 
the  laws  relative  to  appropriation  and  expendi- 
ture, or  from  known  services  rendered,  were. 
wUbin  the  knowledge  of  Hie  officers  of  theTreas- 


urv,  just  and  certain  offsets  against  the  nominal 
balance  stated,  in  his  report,  as  due  from  each 
individual.  The  letters  marked  A'and  B,  an- 
nexed to  this  report,  contain  the  information  re* 
quested  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
and  cotnpress,  as  far  as  the  knowledge  of  the 
officers  of  the  Treasury  authorizes^  the  sphere  of 
apparent  delinquences  of  each  of  those  indi- 
viduals. 

The  greatness  of  these  nominal  balances,  and 
the  length  of  time  which  had  been  permitted  to 
elapse,  with  respect  to  some  of  them,  without 
account  rendereu  or  demanded,  indicated,  in  the 
opinion  of  your  committee,  a  state  of  accounta- 
bility for  public  moneys,  not  sufficiently  safe  for 
tbe  public^  nor  just  to  individuals.  The  laws, 
also,  relative  to  this  subject,  appeared  to  them, 
upon  examination,  susceptible  of  amendment. 
They  establish  no  fixed  periods,  within  which 
receivers  of  public  moneys  shall  account  with 
the  Treasury.  They  leave  the  time  of  calling 
receivers  of  public  moneys  to  account  wholly  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury^ 
They  require,  in  order  to  charge  the  debtor  wita 
costs,  a  previous  notice  from  the  Comptroller, 
which  protracts  and  embarrasses  the  enforcing 
adjustment  of  accounts.  The  tendency  of  these 
defects  in  the  law  has  been  to  render  receivers 
of  public  moneys  negliffent  in  rendering^their 
accounts,  and  to  expose  tne  officers  of  th&Treas- 
ury  to  inconvenience  in  compelling  settlement. 
By  entrusting  so  wide  and  generala  discretion 
to  tbo.se  officers,  there  is  thrown  upon  them  an 
unnecessary  and  inexpedient  responsibility.  With 
respect  to  receivers  of  public  moneys,  in  foreign 
countries,  the  effect  has  often  been  to  procrasti- 
nate any  settlement  of  their  accounts  until  their 
return  to  the  United  States;  when,  from  the 
length  of  time  which  has  intervened,  and  the 
diflrooltf  of  rectifying  mistakes  or  deficiencies  in 
vouehen,  at  a  distance  from  the  place  where  the 
expenditure  was  incurred,  an  expeditious  and 
satisfactory  adjustment  is  almost  always  difficult| 
and  sometimes  impracticable.  Your  committee, 
therefore,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Seoreury  or 
the  Treasury,  making  inquiry  whether,  in  his 
opinipa,  the  provisions  of  the  law,  relative  to  tbe 
accountability  of  tbe  agents  and  receivers  of 
pnblic  moneys,  both  at  home  and  in  foreign 
countries,  were  as  complete  as  thcf  public  good 
requires,  or  as  the  nature  of  each  particular  ser- 
vice will  permit,  and  requesting  that,  if  tbe  pres- 
ent systeiti,  in  his  opinion,  was  susceptible  of 
any  practical  amendment,  so  as  to  insure  a  more 
regular  and  punctual  adjustment  of  the  public 
accounts,  that  he  would  rarnish  your  committee 
with  a  statement  of  such  as  he  thought  advisa- 
ble. 

The  letters  marked  C  and  D,  annexed  to 
this  report,  contain  the  reply  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  to  that  letter.  la  conformity  with 
the  principles  recommended  by  him  and  the 
Comptroller,  your  committee  have  prepared  a 
bill,  which  accompaaies  this  report,  and  wbich 
they  ask  leave  to  present  for  the  consideration  of 
the  House. 
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A. 

Tbeasurt  Department, 
Comptroller's  Office,  February  28, 1810. 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  your  letter,  of  the  25th 
nltimo,  applicatioD  was  immediately  made  to  the 
Department  of  State,  for  the  ioformatioD  required 
by  the  committee.  This  information  is  commu- 
nicated by  a  leuer,  dated  yesterday,  from  the 
head  of  that  Department.  Hence  the  cause  of 
the  delay  which  bas  taken  place. 

The  report  which  I  had  the  honor  to  submit  to 
the  House  of  RepresentatiTes,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  session,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  the 
third  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine,  enti- 
tled ''An  act  further  to  amend  the  several  acfts 
ibr  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
Treasury.  War^  and  Navy  Departments,"  con- 
tained all  the  mformation  which  the  Treasury 
Department  afforded.  To  prevent  improper  and 
unfavorable  impressions,  1  thought  it  necessary 
to  observe,  that  '^somd  of  the  balances  standing 
on  the  booics  of  the  Treasury,  although  nominally 
large,  will,  without  doubt,  be  greatly  lessened, 
if  not  whollv  extinguished,  when  a  settlement 
shall  take  place,  particularly  those  against  for- 
eign ministers  and  agents;  the  advances  having 
been  made  on  account  of  salary  and  other  offi- 
cial expenditures."  Any  further  remark  was 
deemed  unnecessary. 

The  informdtion  received  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  State,  enables  me  to  be  more  particular 
with  respect  to  those  persons,  a  list  of  whose 
names  is  contained  in  your  letter;  that  is  to  say: 

Nominal  balance. 
James  Monroe  ....  ^81,555  63 

Charles  Pinkney       -        .        -       -    66,117  84 
William  Pinkney  (as  Minister  Plen- 

potentiary)  -  -  -  -  42,117  78 
William  Smith  -  -  -  -  34,964  69 
Joeepb  Donaldson,  jr.  -  -  -  490,139  55 
Christopher  Gtere  ...  -  63,222  22 
Christopher  Qore  and  Wm.  Pink- 
ney .....  4a,943  69 
William  Pinkney  (as  commissioner)  66,646  41 
Samuel  Sitgreaves    -       -       -       -    16,247  20 

On  the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, he  will  be  credited  with  his  salary,  viz:  nine 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  from  the  12th  of 
January,  1803,  to  the  16th  November,  1807;  an 
outfit  equal  to  a  year's  salary;  and  a  quarter's 
salary  for  the  expenses  of  returning  home.  He 
will  also  be  entitled  to  credit  for  a  salarv  of  one 
thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per 
annum,  paid  to  the  Secretary  of  Legation,  during 
the  period  of  service.  Also,  for  contingent  ex^ 
penditures,  such  as  postages,  couriers,  &c.,  usu- 
ally allowed  in  similar  cases. 

Mr.  Charles  Pinknev  will  be  credited  with  the 
same  amount  fo^  outnt,  and  for  salary  from  the 
10th  of  July,  1801,  to  the  2d  October,.  1806,  and 
a  quarter's  salary  for  (he  expenses  of  returning. 
Also,  with  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty  I 
dollars  per  annum  to  a  Secretary  of  Legation,  I 


during  his  term  of  service,  and  for  the  asoal  cot- 
tingent  expen()iture8. 

Similar  allowances  will  be  passed  to  the  credit 
of  Mr.  William  Pinkney,  when  his  accopnt  at 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  shall  be  rendered,  after 
the  termination  of  hismission. 

Mr.  Smith's  mission,  at  Minister  Pleoipoteo- 
tiary  at  Lbbon,  commenced  on  the  18ih  ot  Jolj, 
and  ceased  on  the  9th  of  September,  1801.  He 
will  be  entitled  to  similar  credits. 

Mr.  Qore's  account  as  a  commissioner,  aoder 
th€  7th  article  of  the  treaty  of  19th  November, 
1794,  has  since  been  settled,  and  the  balance  doe 
from  him  to  the  United  jStates  is  ascertained  to 
be  $900  69. 

Mr.  William  Pinkney,  as  a  eomfDissioner,onder 
the  same  treaty,  will  be  entitled,  on  the  settle- 
ment of  his  account,  to  credit  for  salary,  from  the 
17th  of  Maj,  1796,  ta  the  23d  day  of  Febroirf, 
1804,  and  for  a  quarter's  salary  for  the  expense 
of  returning.  The  salary  fixed  by  law  is  96,667 
60  per^unumr 

Mr.  Sitgreaves  was  a  commissioner  under  the 
6th  article  of  the  same  treaty.  His  compeoa- 
tion  commenced  on  the  20th  of  November,  1796, 
and  ceased  on  his  return  from  London,  which 
wail,  as  stated  in  his  letter,  in  Jube,  1801.  The 
salary  fixed  by  law,  is  four  thousand  four  haft- 
dred  and  forty-five  dollars  per  annum.  This 
Board  ceased  to  act  on  31st  Jul]r,  1799;  but  it  wu 
the  intention  of  the  then  President,  that  his  sal- 
ary should  bie  continued  until  his  reiaro  from 
London,  whither  he  had  l^n  sent  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  Board.  This  intention  appears  iai 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  Roiw 
King,  Esq.,  of  the  8th  of  February,  1800,  u  ex- 
tract of  which  is  here  given:  "Igive  Mr. Sit- 
f reaves  a  letter,  desiring  him  to  draw  od  yoefor 
14  expenses,  which  are  to  be  defrayed  br  the 
United  States.,  He  will,  besides,  receive  here, 
his  salary  as  a  commissioner  under  the  6th  titi* 
cle  of  the  British  treaty."  Under  this  anthcff- 
ity,  Mr.  Sitgreaves  conceives  that  be  is  not  liable 
to  account  In  his  letter  to  me,  he  observes,  "b 
must  be  obvious  that  sueh  an  arraogem€Bt  ex- 
cluded all  idea  of  accountability;  and  that,  froa 
the  nature  of  the  case,  it  would  be  impossible,  ffi 
if  possible,  could  not  have  been  expeeted,  that  1 
should  keep  or  render  an  account  or  vouchers fer 
the  numberless  items  of  detail  which  enter  iato 
the  expenses  of  a  gentleman  abroad.**  My  ▼Ic* 
of  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  however,  beiif 
different  from  that  of  Mr.  Sitgreaves,  I  shall  pe^ 
sist  in  requiring  an  account  from  hiou 

Mr.  Donaldson  was  appointed  Consul  of  the 
United  States,  at  Tripoli  and  Tunis,  on  the  28th 
of  March,  1795.  and  on  the  10th  of  July,  be  was 
superseded,  in  both  appointments,  by  Mr.  Cath- 
carL  -at  the  former  place,  and  by  Mr.  Eatoa  at 
the  latter.  These  gentlemen,  however,  did  b^ 
sail  from  the  United  Sutes  until  December  » 
the  following  year. 

Mr.  Donaldson  was  also  employed  ip  ascer- 
taining and  agreeing  upon  ^he  provisional  or  pre- 
liminary articles  of  a  treaty  with  Algiers;  and  h« 
was  authorized,  under  th^  directions  and  iostroe* 
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tioofl  of  ColoDel  Humpbreys^o  caase  the  money 
appropriated  by  law  lor  that  purpose,  to  be  paid 
at  Algiers,  in  the  manner  to  be  agreed  upon. 
Mr.  Donaldson,  while  employed  in  these  agencies, 
was  allowed  his  expenses,  and  one  hundred  dol- 
lars per  month.  After  ne  was  established  as 
Consul,  he  was  entitled  only  to  the  salary  limited 
by  law.  I  hare  no  information  as  to  the  precise 
time  when  his  consulate  ceased,  nor  has  any  ac- 
count of  the  money  paid  by  him,  under  the  treaty 
with  the  Regency  of  Aiglet's,  been  rendered. 

The  amount  standing  to  the  debit  of  Mr.  Don- 
aldson, was  ascertaioed  upon  the  settlement  of 
the  accounts  of  bankers  and  foreign  agents,  as 
particularized  below. 

Thomas  Pinkney  -  ^  •  -  $444  44 
Richard  O^Brien  •  -  -  -  2.000  00 
J.  and  F.  Baring  and  Co.  -  '  >•  -  186,405  93 
J.  Balkeley  and  Bon  -  -  -  614  27 
Parish  and  Co.  ....    76,674  91 

H.  aod  A.  Fonnereau  ...  140,000  00 
J.  Dohram  and  Co.  ...    85,000  00 


$490,139  55 


The  foresoinff  accounts,  except  the  two  first, 
were  settled  in  the  month  of  August  last. 

The  correspondence  with  foreign  Ministers  and 
agents,  during  their  residence  abroad,  is  with  the 
Department  of  State.  Upon  their  return  toihe 
United  Slates,  their  accounts  are  usually  rendered 
to  that  Department,  and  from  thence  transmitted 
to  the  Treasury  Department.  Where  a  balance 
appears  against  a  foreign  minister  or  agent,  upon 
the  books  of  the  Treasury,  he  is  called  upon  by 
the  Comptroller^  to  render  his  accounts.  There 
is  no  fixed  penod  for  the  performance  of  this 
duty.  la  the  exercise  oi  his  discretion,  the  offi- 
cer must  be  governed  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
character  and  circun^stances  of  the  a^ent,  the 
nature  of  his  service,  and  the  probability  of  the 
result  of  an  adjustment  of  his'  accounts.  With 
respect  to  th6  practice  which  has  obtained  in 
such  cases,  it  is  scarcblv  necessary  to  add  to  what 
has  been  premised.  A  letter  from  this  office, 
dated  27th  of  September,  1803,  to  Colonel  Hum- 
phreys, affords,  1  believe,  the  first  instance  of  a 
call  on  a  Minister  of  the  United  States,  to  render 
his  accounts.  A  few  settled  promptly ;  and  an 
adjustment  of  the  accounts  of  others,  aAer  they 
were  rendered,  were  unavoidably  postponed,  far 
want  of  the  requbite  vouchers. 

An  abstract  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  of 
commissioners  under  the  7th  article  of  the  treaty 
of  1794  has  been  received  from  the  Department 
of  State.  By  this  abstract,  it  appears  that  the 
expenses  ef  the  Board,  including  the  salary  of 
the  fifth  commissioner,  amounted  to  £21,802  176 
sterling,  which  sura,  at  the  rate  of  $4  44,  to  the 
pound  sterling,  is  equal  to  $96,804  76.5.  The 
abstract  does  not  show  what  part  of  this  account 
was  paid  by  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States.  It  appears,  however  that,  upon  a  final 
adjustment  oi  the  accounts  of  the  Board,  in  Lon- 
don, on  the  23d  of  February,  1804,  there  remained 


a  surplus  of  £526  4  9,  to  be  returned  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States.  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  dbc. 

G.  D.UVALL. 
JOSIAH  duiNCY,  Esq. 


B. 

Treasury  Department, 
Comptroller's  Office,  March  9, 1810. 
Sib  :  Since  my  letter  of  the  27th  ultimo  to  you, 
Mr.  Gore  has  remitted  the  balance  due  to  the  Uni- 
ted States.^    His  accoont  is  closed  on  the  book^  of 
the  Treasury. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

G.  DUVALL.  . 
JoaiAB  duiiicT,  Esq.  Cftotrmofi,  <fc 


Treasury  Department, 

March  14, 1810^ 

Sir  :  I  communicated  your  letter,  of  3d  ultimo, 
to  theComptrollerof  the  Treasury,  with  a  request 
that  he  would  state  those  amendments  to  existing 
laws,  which  in  his  opinion,  would  insure  a  more 
regular  and  punctual  adjustment  of  the  accounts 
of  public  agents  and  other  receivers  of  j^ublic 
moneys.  I  new  have  the  honor  to  transmit  his 
answer,  to  which  I  have  nothing  to  add  beyond 
what  I  had  verbally  suggested,  viz :  An  express 
provision,  directitig  all  public  agents,  or  other  re* 
ceivers  or  public  moneys,  to  render  quarterly  ac- 
counts, if  residing  within  the  United  States^  and 
at  least  annually,  if  abroad.  In  case  of  failure^ 
the  Comptroller  should  be  authorized,  for  the  rea- 
sons he  states,  to  institote  sdit,  without  being 
obliged  to  give  the  notice  now  required  by  law. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  JosiAH  ftuiNCY  Chairman^  ^c. 


.  D. 
Treasury  Departmemt, 
Om^^lroUer^  (Pffke^  March  7, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  under  oonsideration  that  part 
of  your  letter  of  the  6th  ultimo,  requesting  my 
opinion  with  respect  to  any  improvement  which 
may  be  made  in  the  present  system  regulating 
the  settlement  of  aocounts  and .  collection  of  the 
balances  due  to  the  United  States. 

The  system  appears  to  me  to  be  susceptible  of 
amendment.  The  acts  which  at  present  exist, 
and  prescribe, the  rules  to  be  observed,  in  recov- 
ering debts  due  to  the  United  States,  are, 

1st.  An  act  for  the  more  effectual  recovery  of 
debts  due  from  individuals  to  the  United  States, 
passed  the  3d  day  of  March,  1795 ;  and 

2d,  An  act  to  provide  more  effectually  for  the 
settlement  of  accounts  between  the  United  States 
and  receivers  of  public  money,  passed  on  the  3d 
of  March,  1797. 

The  first  of  t)iose  acts,  in  prescribing  the  pre« 
liminariei  to  a^it,  in  order  to  charge  the  debtor 
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wiih  the  cost's,  is  too  circuitoas  and  dilatory  fo  its 
provisioDs.  Letters  by  mail  are  subject  to  casa- 
alties,  and  the  delay  or  tiiistakeof  a  day  frdstraites 
the  whole  proceeding.  I  think  it  would  be  suffi- 
cient, after  a  debtor  had  refused  to  render  Kis  ac- 
counts at  the  period  required  by  law,  to  fix  a  stated 
period,  say  three  months,  beyond  which  he  should 
not  be  indulged,  and  if  his  accounts  should  not  be 
rendered  inthat  time,  he  i^ould  be  liable  to  pay 
costs,  in  case  of  suit,  which  it  sbouKl  be  the  duty 
of  the  Comptroller  to  order,  after  the  expiration 
of  three  months. 

It  should  also  be  the  duty  of  theftecount^nts  of 
the  War  and  Nayy  Departments,  in  all  oases 
where  persons  entrusted  with  the  elponditure  of 
public  money  should  die,  resign,  or  otherwise 
cease  to  be  employed,  to  make,  forthwith,  a  sep- 
arate report,  in  each  case,  to  the  accounting  offi- 
cers of  the  Treasury,  in  order  that  a  suit  miffht 
be  directed  for  the  recovery  of  the  balance,  after 
adjustment.  If  thi?  be  prescribed  by  law  as  a 
duty,  it  would  produce  a  odore  ready  compliance 
than  instructions  to  the  same  effecjL  from  this 
Department. 

The  ^reat  object  to  be  obtained  is  to  pres^ibe 
regulations  which  will  coerce  public  debtors  to 
render  their  accoantss  regularly,  at  stated  periods. 
After  they  are  rendered,  there  is  seldom  any  dif- 
ficulty ip  adjusting  them. 

The  accounts  of  all  foreign  Ministers,  and  other 
agents,  should  be  rendered  to  the  Department  of 
State,  and  from  thence  should  be  transmitted, 
without  delajr,  to  this  Department,  for  settlement. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  haiLe  the  honor  to  be,  d&c. 

aDUVALL. 

Albert  Qallatin,  Ksq. 

SetrtioTf  of  the  Trtamry. 


BANK  OP  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

[Commanicated  to  the  Senate,  April  4,  1810.] 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasory,  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution  of  the  Senate,  of  the  second  m- 
stant,  respectfully  reports : 

That  the  statement  annexed  to  the  report  made 
to  the  Senate,  on  the  second  day  of  March,  1809, 
coDtained  all  the  dlTidends  made  by  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States,  from  its  establishment  to  the 
date  of  the  report,  as  stated  to  the  Treasury  by 
the  bank.        "^     '  r     ^ 

That  the  annexed  uble,  A,  beiag  a  transcript 
of  the  aborementioned  statement,  with  the  addi- 
tion ^  the  dividends  made  on  the  first  day  of  July, 
1809,  and  on  the  first  day  of  January  last,  em- 
braces not  only  the  ordinary  semiannual  di?i- 
dends  of  four  per  cent,  but  also  of  the  extra  divi- 
dends which  are  within  the  knowledge  of  this 
Department,  and  which,  it  is  believed,  have  ever 
been  made  Xij  the  bank ;  making,  in  the  whole, 
an  average  of  8'13-36Lper  cent,  a  year. 

That  there  remained  to  the  credit  ^  the  bank, 


after  payment  of  the  dividend  made  on  the  first 
day  of  January  last,  a  surplus  of  $409,410.  con- 
sisting of  two  Items,  viz ;  912^)000  designated  bf 
the  name  of  "  Gkniiral  Bank  Estate,''  intended 
as  an  ofiset  against  the  decay  and  presanied  loss 
in  case  of  sale,  of  the  rea4  estate  of  the  Bank,  that 
estate  having  been^paid  forfVom  the  capital  stock, 
and  not  from  the  profits  of  the  bank ;  and  $284,- 
410,  designated  by  the  nanie  of  "  Oontifigeut 
Fund,"  intended,  in  the  first  place,  to  cover  losses 
arisin^g  from  bad  debts  not  yet  actually  lost;  and 
the  residue  of  which,  if  any,  will  be  applicable  to 
another  extra  dividend. 

That  the  nomtnal  profit  resulting  to  the  btpk, 
from- each  of  its  offices  of  discount  and  deposite, 
could  ^not  be  ascertained  without  ao  iavestigatioi 
^f  all  the  weeklv  returns  made  to  thb  Depart- 
ment;.and  that  there  are  ao  returns  from  wbieh 
the  actual  loss  sustained  by  eaah  office  ctt  be 
known. 

But  that  the  statement  B  shows  the  pernMaeot 
capital  given  to  each  office  of  diseoant  aodde 
posite  \  the  balance  due  in  account  current  bjrtbe 
offices,  to  the  bank,  (exclusive  and  in  addiiieo  to 
^he  sard  permanent  capital)  on  the  27th  day  of 
March  last ;  the  amount  of  the  notes  actoallj  dis- 
counted and  due  to  the  bank  by  the  last  retoras, 
specifying  the  amocmt  discounted  at  Philaddpbii, 
and  at  each  office,  respectively,  and  an  esiimate 
of  the  gross  amount  or  the  annual  expenses  aod 
lofsses  of  the  bank,  including  its  several  ofiees; 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  annual  expenses, 
being  about  Kl2d,000  a  year,  the  ascertained  los- 
ses must,  in  the  whole,  nave  amounted  toaboot 
935,000  a  year. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

TRfiASCBT  bfiPARTaBNT,  A^pvH  3(2,  181(X 

f^^^tivMeniM  on  Vmt^d  Statet  B(mk  Stock 


Fo. 

t)ate. 

Na 

Date. 

f 

1 

July,        1792. 

19 

July,        1801 

4 

2 

January,  1793 

20 

January,  1801 

*1I 

a 

July, 

8f 

21 

Joly. 

*s 

4 

January,  1794 

Si* 

22 

January,  1808 

4t 

6 

Jtily, 

23 

Jaly, 

4 

6 

Jaanaiy,  1785 

24 

Jaonary,  180i 

4it 

7 

July, 

25 

Joly, 

4 

^ 

January,  1796 

26 

January,  1805 

4 

9 

July, 

27 

July, 

4 

10 

January,  1797 

28 

January,  1806 

4 

11 

July, 

29 

July, 

4 

12 

January,  1798 

5t 

30 

January,  1807 

61 

Id 

July, 

31 

July, 

4 

14 

January,  1799 

32 

January,  1808 

4 

15 

July, 

33 

July, 

4 

16 

January,  1800, 

34 

January,  1809 

4 

17 

July,          " 

36 

July,         \ 

4 

18 

Januairy,  1801 

»t 

36 

Janaaiy,  1810 

4 

*  Dividends  tallliig  ahori  of  Uie  rate  of  8  per  cent,  per  $aatio. 
i  InclndlDff  exumdltldends. 
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Kr-^aiemenipfthe  eanUalofthe  teoeral  branches^  and 
of  the  Bank  of  the  IMted  Stfltes,  an4  of  the  amount 
of  diicounta  by  the  last  received  returns. 


CttiM,di^ 

Capital. 

Amt  of  note* 
discoanted. 

Bofton 

J700,006 

$998,859 

New  York      -        -        . 

1,900.000 

4,175,8Y4 

Bmltimore 

600,000 

l,34ft,660 

Washington    -    ""- 

200,000 

485,285 

Norfolk 

600,000 

880,170 

Charlefton      •        •        - 

600,000 

1,409,916 

Savannah        ... 

500,000 

1,054^13 

NewOrieana- 

300,000 

611,517 

PhJladdphia— 

^,300,000 

Balance  dne  the  baiA,  in 

moeonnt  carrent,  by  the 

oOeet       -    #TM,000 

Cap'lreaerTed  8,960,000 

4,700,000 

4,572,586 

*10,000,000 

#15,637,870 

Funded  debt  -       .       ^ 

1,411,627 

$16,949,497 

EstimtUe  of  the  eaq^ensee  and  loesee  of  the  Aank. 

Six  per  cent  on  $17,000^000,  estimated,  at  per  above, 
as  the  amoant  nsuaUy  loaned  on  interest,  is,  per 
annum,  $1,020,000,  to  wit:  '  , 

Dividends  of  8  13-36  per  cent,  a  year  on  ten  millions 
oi  dollars,  actually  paid  ta  the  stockholders,  is,  per 
annum  •        • $836,111 

Undivided  surplus  on  the  1st  January,  1810, 
$409,410,  divided  by  18  years,  would  be 
eqaal  to  an  annual  dividend  of       -        - 

Leaving  for  the  estimated  annual  amount  of 
expenses  and  losses        .... 


22,7415 


Total 


161,144 
$1^090,000 


,  REMISSION  OF  PENALTIES. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  April  7,  1810.] 
Mr.  NfiWTOH,  from  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufactures,  to  whom  was  referred, 
the  pecitioDt  of  Hugh  Smith,  Philip  and  Nicho- 
las kogers,  JQO.,  John  P.  white,  and  William 
A.  Caldwell,  William  Qaston.  James  Jones,  and 
James  Hathaway,  mad^  the  following  report : 

Hogh  Smithy  a  merchant  of  Alexandria,  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  sutes  that,  on  the  13th  of  Au- 
l^asl,  1808)  he  became  bound  with  McClanahan, 
in  a  boad  to  the  United  Sutes.  in  the'  penalty 
of  sixteen  thousand  six  hundred  and  niaety-&ix 
doUars,  cooditiOQed  that  Andrew  Stewart,  <mas- 
ter  of  the  Brig  C^^Ulitiae,  ihouid  not,  in  iraos- 
porting  a  cargo  of  flour  to  Boston,  riolate  the 
embargo  laws.  The  petitioner .  is  a  glass  and 
diiaa  merchcatyao  otherwise  engaged  in  naviga- 
ttoo  than  barely  to  import  such  articles  as  above 
stated  \  and  ia  a  few  instances,  to  ship  tobacco  on 


During  the  operatioa  of  the  embar- 
lUhCoM.iedSfiss.— 70 


go,  he  made  no  shipments,  either  directly  or  in- 
directly^ 

His  acquaintap<;e  with  McCIauaban  was  in 
consequence  of  an  intimacy  between  their  wives, 
previous  to  marriage;  McClanahan,  at  the  time 
the  petitioner  became  his  security,  bore  i^  good 
cbariRcter. 

The  petitioner  being  sick,  a^d  confined  to  his 
house,  did  not  jearn.  uptil  a  considerable  time 
after  sianing  the  bond^  that  a  few  persons  who 
attended  to  the  manner  of  shipping  the  cargo, 
and  the  supply  of  provisions,  and  water  taken  on 
board' the  Brig  Catherine,  suspected  the  iionesty 
and  fair  intentions  of  McGUmahan. 

Capt.  Stewart,  instead  of  goins  to  Boston, 
went  to  Barbadoes,  at  which  island  he  arrived, 
as  the  petitioner  has  every,  reiison  to  believe, 
with  the  connivance  of  McClaBahan,onthe  15th 
November,  1808. 

As  soon  as  the  petitioner  was  informed  of  this 
last  fact,  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, stating  the  facts  to  him.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  in  his  own  handwriting,  makes 
the  following  note  on  the  back  of  the  petition: 
^  I  have  no  doubt  of  the  innocence  of  the  peti- 
tioner. The  District  Attorney  of  Virginia  Jias 
been  instructed  to  prosecute  MpClanahan,  but  he 
is  not  supposed  to  be  able  to  pay  the  peaalty.  It 
is  true,  as  stated  by  the  petitioner,  that  he  gave 
the  first  information  to  this  Department, and  wrote 
the  sevcfrai  letters  mentioned  in  the  petition." 

The  petitioner,  on  the  31st  of  March,  1810, 
presented  to  the  House  a  copy  of  the  certificate, 
signed  by  James  Sullivan,  Governor  of  Massadhu- 
setts,  addressed  to  the  Collector  of  the  port  of 
Alexandria,  in  th^  District  of  Columbia,  certify- 
ing that  1,400  barrels  of  flour  were  wanting  for 
supplies,  to  which  reference  b  made  for  further 
(wrticulars.  The  petitioner  does  not,  in  his  pe- 
tition, sute  that  be  was  induced  to  beeouie  Mc- 
Clanabau's  security  in  couse^uence  of  the  Gov- 
ernor's certificate.  The  petitipner  sustains  a  good 
character.    , 

Henly  Woodward,  a  merchant  residing  at  Tap- 
iMihannock,  in  the  Slate  uf  Virgtnii^  states  that 
h^  has  never  been  engaged  in  nayigation  further 
than  to  ship  the  preduoe  of  the  country  to  mer- 
chants residing  in  the  Un^e^  States,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  remittances.  That,  in  coase- 
tuence  of  a  letter  addre&sed  to  him  by  Samuel 
lyon,  of  Baltimore,  he  became  security  for  Jo- 
seph ShutZf  in  the  bond  executed  by  Thomas 
West  and  Joseph  Shutz,  to  the  United  States,  in 
the  penalty  of  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  on  the 
10th  January;^  1809,  conditioned  that  the  schooner 
JaoC)  of.  Bafumore,  of  which  the  said  Thomas 
West  was  master,  should  not  proceed.io  any  for- 
eign port  6r  place,  and  that  the  cargo  should  be 
landed  in  some  port  of  the  United  States. 

The  memorialist  Was  influenced,  in  a  great 
measure,  io  become  security  to  the  bond,  in  con- 
sequence of  seeing  a  letter,  addressed  to  the  col- 
lector ofTappahannock,  by  Williani  S.  Stone,  of 
Fredericksburg,  recommending  thcr^id^utz  as 
a  person  worthy  of  confijj^nce.  ^f^^luyon 
has  since  failed.  I^; 
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The  cargo  was  not  Janded  iir  any  port  or  place 
of  the  United  States.  The  petitioner's  character 
is  well  supported,  and  the  committee  entertain  no 
doobts  as  to  the  truth  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the 
petition.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  makes 
the  following  note  on  the  back  of  the  petition :  '^  I 
have  no  doubt  of  the  innocence  of  the  petitioner." 
Several  letters  accompany  the  memorial,  to  which 
the. committee  beg  leare  to  refer. 

Philip  Rogers,  and  Nicholas  Rogers,  jun.,  mer- 
chants, of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  state,  that  they 
were  joint  owners  of  one  half  of  the  brig  Sally, 
whereof  a  certain  Henry  Travers  was  captain, 
and  also  half  owner;  that  the  said  brig  sailed  on 
the  2d  of  September,  1808.  from  the  port  of  Bal- 
timore, to  the  port  o/  Charleston,  Sooth  Carolina, 
and  conditionally  to  the  port  of  Savannah^  Geor- 
gia, with  a  cargo  of  flour,  and  some  other  arti- 
cles, partly  shipped  by  Philip  Rogers  and  the  said 
Travers. 

It  is  also  stated  4y  Nicholas  Rogers,  that  he 
owned  but  a  fourth  part  of  the  said  brig,  as  a  do- 
nation frotn  his  father,  Philip  Rogers;  that  he 
owned  no  part  of  the  cargo ;  that  he  was  absent 
when  the  said  brig  was  loaded  for  Charleston; 
and  that  he  left  the  sole  management  of  this  mat- 
ter to  his  father,  to  whom  the  greatest  part  of  the 
cargo  belonged.  That  Captain  Traters,  previous 
to  the  sailing  of  the  said  brig,  received  from 
Philip  Rogers,  by  a  letter,  dated  Jst  September, 
1808,  posiure  instructions  to  dispose  of  the  flour, 
&c.,  at  Charleston  or  Savannah,  all  which  will 
appear  by  reference  to  the  letter  contained  in  the 
body  of  the  petition.  The  petitioners  further  state, 
that  the  fliaid  Travers^on  arrival  at  Charleston, 
dold  a  very  small  part  of  the  careo  there ;  th^t  he 
proceeded,  thence,  to  Savannah,  first  giving,  as 
bis  securities,  Messrs.  John  P.  White  and  William 
A.  Caldwell,  in  eonformitv-  to  law.  The  peti- 
tioners sute  that  the  said  Travers,  insteadof  go- 
ing to  Savannah^  proceeded  to  Kingston.in  Ja- 
maica^ 19  Yiolation  of  l4w,  and  the  positive  in- 
structions given  to  him  by  Philip  liogers.  The 
last  mentioned  petitioner  states,  that^  received 
from  Captain  Travers,  f6r  the  sale  of  the  brig's 
cargo  at  Kingston,  not  more  than  $3,304,  the, said 
Travers  retaining  alt  the  profits  for  himself.  The 
petitioners  sUte  that  they  are  sued  for  $9,120,  in 
the  district  court  of  Maryland,  and  Caldwell,  and 
White,  in  that  of  South  Carolina,  and  a(so^  that 
they  hold  themselves  bound,  in  pase  of  recovery 
against  Caldyell  and  White,  to  indemnify  them. 
The  petitioners  further  state,  that  Captain  Trav- 
ers is  dead,  leaving  property  to  the  amount  only 
of  two  thousand  dollars.  They  pray  that  the 
penalties  incurred  by  them  and  Caldwell  and 
White,  through  the  misconduct  of  the  said  Tra- 
vers, may  be  remitted. 

The  petition  of  John  P.  White  and  William 
A.  Caldwell  is  the  satne  case  with  the  one  now 
stated,  as  reference  to  the  petition  will  show. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  states,  in  a  note 
on  the  petition,  the  following  remarks:  ^  Judge 
states  the  facts  to  be  true.  Observe,  however, 
that  Travers,  who  violated  the  law,  was  employed 
by  the  petitioners  as  their  captaia/' 


William  Gaston,  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, states,  that,  in  the  course  of  trade  and  mer- 
cantile concerns,  he  became  acquainted  with  Rob- 
ert Charles,  of  New  York,  owner  of  the  brig 
Eli2a  and  Mary ;  that  the  said  brig,  consigned  to 
the'  petitioner,  had   made  several  voyages  from 
Georgia  to  New  York,  loaded  by  the  petitioner. 
That,  in  January,  1809,  the  said  brig  arrived  in  the 
port  of  Savannah,  having  the  persons  of  Robert 
Chades,  the  owner,  and  Abraham  Grimshtw, 
James  Hutchinson,  and  Joseph  Musgrove,  pas- 
sengers on  board  ;  Abraham  Hall  being  the  mis- 
ter.  Grimshaw,  Hutchinson,  and  Musgrove,  were 
separately  introduced  to  the  petitioner,  aiid  xt- 
commended,  as  strangers,  to  ^im.    These  list 
mentioned  persons  agreed  to  load,  with  cottoi. 
the  said  brig  for  New  York ;  wJiile  loading,  the 
petitioner  received  (Vom  Augusta,  54  bales  of  cot- 
ton, with  directions  to  sell  orabip  the  same  to 
New  York ;  the  price  being  low  at  Savannah,  Im 
shipped  the  same  on  board  the  said  brig.    Oo  the 
21st  of  January,  1809,  the  said  brig  was  ready  for 
sea,  having  on  board  301  bales  of  cotton— 347  the 
property  of  Grimshaw,  and  Musgrove,  and  54 
that  of  Messrs.  Phelps  and  Howard,  of  AugostL 
The  petitioner  states  that,  at  the  instance  of  the 
owner  and  these  men,  to  wit,  Grimshaw,  Hoich- 
inson,  and  Musgrove,  he  went  to  thecustoo- 
house,  and  cleared  the  said  brig,  and  gave  boo^ 
together  with  Uel  Merrill,  a  merchant  of  the  stid 
city,  as  his  security,  to  which  bonds  the  master 
of  the  said  brig  was  also  a  party,  for  the  safer- 
rival  of  the  said  brig  in  New  York,  dangers  of  the 
sea  excepted,  with  a  full,  fair,  and  perfect  confi- 
dence, that  the  real  destination  was  for  tbtt  port, 
and  that  the  said  brig  was  prosecuting  alavfcl 
voyage.  .  On  the  24lh  of  January,  1809,  the  said 
briff  proceeded  to  sea,  having  on  board  her  ovoer 
and  Mu!^grove,  leaving  Grimshaw  and  Hatch- 
inson  in  Savannah.    On  the  25ch,  the  day  foUow- 
ing  the  sailing,  of  the  brig,  the  two  last  men- 
tioned persons  called  on  the  petitioner,  aod  por* 
chased  the  54  bales  of  cotton  then  on  hoard  the 
said  brig,  belonging  to  Phelps  and  Howard,  of- 
fering therefor,  a  price  equal  to  that  of  the  Net 
York  market,  on  a  credit,  which  offer  the  petitioaer 
accepted.    On  the  same  day,  Grimshaw  and  Hot- 
chinson  took  their  passage  for  New  York,  aad 
proceeded  down  the  river  to  sea ;  previoos  to  bdg^ 
sailing,  Grimshaw,  HatchinsoB,  and  Mosgrov^ 
had  engaged  with  the  petitioner  for  the  storage  o| 
300  bales  of  cotton,  to  tornish  a  cargo  for  the  said 
brig,  on  her  return  to  Savannah.    Immediaieif 
after  the  departure  of  Grimshaw  and  Hutchiosofi. 
the  petitioner  waa  informed  of  some  thiiigs  thit 
excited    suspicion,  which,'  on  eiami nation,  he 
found  too  well  supported ;  he  immediatelir  *^ 
pUed  to  counsel  for  advice,  and  as  the  vessel  oa 
board  of  which  <jlrfknahaw  and  Hutchinsoo  had 
embarked,  was  detained  bv  contrary  winds,  he 
took  out  process,  and   had  the  same  served,  a^ 
the  suit  of^the  United  States,  for  an  infraction  of 
the  embargo  laws.    The  petitioner  acknowlcdfcc 
that  the  said  brig  went  to  Liverpool,  wbicli  ^^ 
as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained,  ha  made  the  eollidot 
acquainted  with-^wis  always  rcmdy  to  give  uT 
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eridence  id  his  power  to  bring  the  gQihy  to  puD- 
ishment.  The  petitionei. sustains  a  fair  and  good 
character.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  m&kes 
the  fuUowiDf;  note  on  the  petition :  "  The  Judge 
does  not  positively  state  the  facts  to  be  true ;  and 
although  he  inclines,  from  Gaston's  character,  to 
believe  him  innocent,  he  alleges  some  reasons 
why  the  petitioner  ou^nt  not  to  become  security." 

The  petition  of  Js^mes  Jones,  of  Hertford  county, 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  of  James 
Hathaway,  the  elder,  of  Kdenton,  in  the  same 
State,  states  thatj'sometime  in  the  month  of  Nq- 
rember,  18^  a  schooner,  called  the  Federal  Jack, 
arrived  at  Eldenton,  from  Boston ;  she  was  com- 
manded by  Joseph  Lewis,  who  appeared  to  be  an 
owner  or  part  owner;  that  her  company  was 

made  op  or  a  certain  Bordin  Turner  and 

Toang,  and  two  negroets.  Captain  Lewis  brought 
a  certificate  signed  by  tKe  deputy  naval  offioer  of, 
Boctpn,  endorsed  upon  one  of  the  8hip«'  papers,  in 
the  foilowinff  words:  **It  b  the  intention  of  the 
owners  of  this  vessel  to  bring  back  a  cargo  of 
pitch)  tar,  and  turpentine,  ric^  and  eorn,  for  the 
coDsumption  and  use  of  this  district*"  The  pe* 
titioners  sute  that,  after  purchasing  a  cargo,  Capt. 
Lewis  being  in  apparent  distress,  tahe  could  not 
sail,  on  account  of  having  no  person  to  become 
his  security,  that  the  petitioners,  after ^ much  per- 
suasion and  difficulty,  Desame  secirity  for  reland- 
ing  -the  careo  in  some  port  or  place  in  the  United 
States,  on  the  following  conditions:  tbattheper^ 
iwns  bfEflonging  to  the  said  schooner  should  leave 
her,  and  put  on  board  another  captain  and  com- 
pany ;  this  arrangement  was  acceded  to,  and  the 
Tesael  sailed,  in  the  month  of  January,  18— ,  for 
Boston,  under  the  command  of  Daniel  S.Brooks, 
with  Preston  Hathaway,  and  the  said  two  ne^ 
groes,  foi  her  company;  Lewis  Turner,  and- 
Yoiinf ,  departed  from  Edenton  about  the  same 
time,tQtencynff,^s  they  pretended,  to  travel  to 
Boston  by  land.  The  petitioners  became  bound, 
in  a  bond  to  the  United  States,  in  the  sum  of 
$0,384,  as  securities  for  the  re-landing  the  cargo 
in  the  United  Stales. 

Yoang,  Turner;  and  Lewis,1nstead  of  proceed- 
ing on  to  Boston  by  land,  went-  to  Washington, 
North  Carolina,  and  thence  to  Ocracock,  and  on 
the  arrival  of  the  Federal  Jack  at  the  ialet,  went 
on  board  of  her.  The  petitioners  state  that  Cap-, 
tain  Brooks  being  apprehensive  of  those  persons, 
he  infctrmed  the  captain  of  the  revenue  cutt^  at 
that  place,  that  he  believed  it  was  the  intention 
of  Yoang,  Turner,  and  Lewis,  to  ffo  off  with  the 
vessel  and  oarea,  in  violation  et  the  embargo 
laws,  and  had  them  removed  from  the  schooner ; 
it  is  also  stated,  that  while  the  vessel  was  pasting 
the  ha^  and  ander  the  direction  of  the  pilot,  and 
while  Capcain  Brooks  was  engaged  in  the  cabin, 
writing.  Turner  and  Young  got  again  on  boara 
the  Federal  Jack,  and  took  the  schooner  frod 
him.  Captain  Brooks  was  thereupon  compelled 
to  leave  the  vessel,  in  the  pilot  boat,  and  this  said 
Tamer  and  Yoang,  retainii^g  Pfseston  Hathaway 
and  the  two  negroes,  proceeded  on  their  voyage. 
The  petitioners  state  that  they  have  heard  noth- 
ing of  the  said  schooner ;  that  they  are  saed  for 


the  penalty  of  the  bond,  and  pray  to  have  the 
same  remitted.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
says,  in  a  note  oh  the  petition,  ^the  collector 
states  the  fac^s  to  be  tr\]e." 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  reason- 
ing in  f  upport,of  remitting  the  penalty  incurred 
by  Anthony  Buck  is  infinitely  more  applicable  to 
the  petitibner,  Hugh  Smith,  although,  m  support 
of  his  ease,  he  did  not  rely  on  the  Governor's  cer- 
tiftci^te  that  flour  was  wanting  for  the  consumptioii 
of  Boston,  as  an  inducement  to  his  becoming  the 
securitv  of  McClanahan.  The  committee,  in- 
duced by  the  same  reasons  which  they  urged  in 
sapport  of  the  case  of  Anthonv  Buck,  to  which 
they  beg  leave  to  refer,  (a)  ask  permission  re* 
spectfully  to. submit  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner, 
Hugh  Smith,  is  reasonable,  and  odght  to  he 
granted* 

The  Committee  have  give  to  the  case  of  Henly 
Woodward,  Philip  Rogers,  and  Nicholas  Roj|;ers, 
fun.,  Jdhn  P.  White  and  William  A.  Caldwell, 
William  Gaston,  and  of  James  Jones  and  James 
Hathaway,  due  attention  and  consideration. 

The  committee  cannot  perceive,  in  the  evidence 
offered  in  support  of  the  above  cases,  anything 
peculiarly  hard,  or  that  the  petitioners  have,  by 
any  act  of  the  Government,  neen  induced  to  do 
a  thing,  which  the  exercise  of  their  own  judg- 
ments, without  its  interference,  would  have  re- 
sisted. If  the  committee  had  indulged  a  dispo- 
sition of  brioginjf  itito  disrepate  penal  laws ;  if 
they  were  conscious  that  hb  .time  nor  occasion 
could  justifjr  a  resort  to  them  for  salutary  purpo- 
ses, or  their  enforcement,'^  when  enacted,  they 
would  not  fail  to  seize  the  present  opportunity  of 
making  a  stand  against  this  branch ^of  jurispru- 
dence; but,, as  they  are  convinced  that  this  Gov- 
ernment cannot  be  supported  without  the  aid  of 
penal  statutes,  they  are  clearly  of  opinion  that 
such  laws,  when  passed,'  should  b^  enforced. 
They  therefore  respectfully  submit  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  petitioners  have  leave  to 
withdraw  their  petitions. 

[a.)  NdTK. — ^The  following  is  the  report,  in  ihe  case 
df  AHTHoirr  BtroK«  referrsd  to  in  the  foregoing:] 

The  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures, to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  An- 
thony Buck,  of  Fredericksburg,  in  Virginia,  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  report: 

Anthony  Buck  and  a  certain  James  A.  Stuart, 
in  1809,  became,  jointly  and  severally,  bound  in 
a  bond  to  the  United  States,  the  condition  of 
which  was,  that  James  A.  Stuart,  master  of  the 
Sally  Barker  Windsor,  of  Hinsr^am,  in  Massa- 
chusetts, should  proceed  from  Fredericksburg  to 
Hingham,  with  a  cargo  of  flour,  ^;  and,  also, 
that  the  said  Stuart  should,  in  no  instance,  vio- 
late the  provisions  of  the  embargo  laws.  The 
following  statement  of  faets  is  ma<k  ont  from  doc- 
uments in  the  possession  of  the  committee. 

To  prevent  evasions  and  violations  of  the  em- 
bargo laws,  the  Preiident  was  invested  with  pow- 
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en  to  limit  the  shipment  of  prorisioDS  tp  eertain 
]4aces,  in  larger  quantities  than  wa»  necessary  for 
the  supply  thereof.  The  letter  of  the  President 
to  certain  Governors,  of  6th  May,  1808,  is  as  fol- 
lows :  "  The  evasions  of  the  preceding  embargo 
laws  went  so  far  towards  defeating  their  objects, 
aad  chiefly  by  vessels  clearing  out  coastwise,  that 
Congress,  by  their  act  of  April  25th,  authorized 
the  absolute  detention  of  all  vessels  bound  coast- 
wise^ with  cargoes  exciting  suspicions  of  an  in- 
tention to  evade  those  laws.  There  being  few 
towns  on  our  seacoast  which  cannot  be  supplied 
with  flour  itom  their  interior  country,  shipmenu 
of  flour  become  generally 'suspicions,  anS^  proper 
sebjects  of  detention.  —  is  one  of  the  few  places 
on  our  sea  board,  which  needs  supplies  of  flour 
)if  sea,  for  its  own  consumption.  That  ii  may, 
not  suffer  by  the  cautions  we  are  obliged  to  tiae, 
I  request  of  your  Excellency,  whe oever  you  deem 
it  necessary,  that  your  present,  or  any  future  stock 
tboukl  be  enlarged,  to  take  tbe  trouble  of  giving 
your  certificate  in  favor  of  any  merchant  in 
whom  you  have  confidpBce,  directed  to  the  col- 
lector of  any  port  usualljr  eipprting  flour,  from 
which  he  may  choose  to  bring  it,  for  any  quantity 
which  you  may  deem  necessary  for  cousumption, 
beyond  yoor  interior  supplies,  enclosing  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  at  the  same  time,  a 
duplicate  of  the  certificate,  as  a  check  on  the  fal- 
sificaiion  of  your  signature.  In  this  way  we  may 
insure  a  supply  of  the  real  wants  of  your  citizens, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  prevent  those  wants  from 
being  made  a  cover  for  the  crimes  against  their 
country,  which  unprincipled^  adventurers  are  in 
the  habit  of  committing.  I  trust,  too,  that  your 
BUcellency  will  find. an  apology  for  the  trouble, I 
propose  to  you,  in  that  desir^  which  you  must  feel, 
ID  Common  with  ail  your  worthy  citi^n8,.tbat 
inconveniences  encountered  cheerfully  by  theip 
for  tbe  interests  of  their  country,  shall  not  be 
tamed  merely  to  the  unlawful  profits  of  the  most 
worthless  part  of  society.'' 

The  selectmen  of  Hingham  addressed  the  fol- 
lowii^  note  to  the  Collector  of  Fredericlcsburg, 
(Tappahannock :) 

.  "  HmoHAM,  MaM'i  SepL  30, 180a 
Sir  :  The  bearer.  Captain  James  Stuart,  of  the 
schooner  Sally  Barker  Windsor,  sails  from  this 
for  your  port,  and  is  desirous  of  purchasing  a 
cargp  of  flour,  com,  dbc.,  &c.,  for  this  and  tbe  adja- 
cent markets. 

These  nece$sarv  articles  are  getting  scarce  and 

dear.    If  you  will  permit  him  to  take  in  a  cargo 

for  this  port, you  will  oblige  y6ur  humble  servants. 

JOHNCUSHING.   ) 

JED.  LINCOLN,      [Setectrhen. 

JOHN  LEAVETT, ) 

Collector  of  FredMckBburg,  Fa." 

<<  Plymouth,  at.  3d  October,  1808. 
I  certify  that  the  signers  of  tbe  within  written 
request  are  the  selectmen  of  the  town  of  Hing- 
ham, within  this  county. 

SAMUEL  NORTON. 


Tbb  CmnfeirwiiAi.TV  ov  MAssAcacsBTTS : 
By  Hi9  ExteUmey  Jas,  StMvmt,  E$q.tOur  Omemir, 

jrO  ALL  WHO  IT  MAT  CONCEaH. 

Know  ye,  that  Samuel  Norton,  Esq.,  is  a  jos- 
tice  of  the  peace  within  and  for  our  coaoty  of 
Plymouth,  duly  constituted,  and  that,  to  his  acu 
and  attestations, as  such,  full  faith  and  eredittrc, 
and  ought  to  be,  eiven,  in  and  out  of  court. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  caused  oar  teal 
to  be  bereonto  affixed,  at  Beaton,  this  fourth  dty 
of  October,  A.  D.  1808,  and  in  the  thirty-third 
year  of  the  independence  of  the  .United  States  of 
America. 

JAMES  SULLIVAN. 

By  His  Excellency  the  Governor: 

WM.  TUDOR,  Secretary. 

James  Stuart  was  a  man  unknown  to  anybodf 
at  Fredericksburg,  when  he  arriv^  there;  Asii 
customary  in  all  our  seaports;,  he  applied  to  the 
petitioner^  Anthony  Buck,  a  commission  ner* 
chant  of  that  place,  to  purchase  a  cargo  of  flov, 
dec.,  dbc.,  which  the  said  Buck  agreed  to  do, 
receiving  therefor  the  usual  coqimissioas.  Ob 
the  vessel^  being  loaded,  tbe  said  Stuart  ia- 
formed  the  said  Buck  that,  unless  the  latUr  bs> 
came  his  surety  in  the  bond  required  by  tbe  eoh 
bargo  laws,  the  former  could  not  return  bonie. 
The  said  Buck,  in  eonsideratioD  of  having  |M^ 
chased  the  cargo,  and^ironai  the  testimonials  abofe 
inserted,  which  the  said  Buck  took  aaa  nablic 
recommendatioii,Xrom  high  authority,  of  tne  io* 
tegrity  of  the  said  Stnart,  became  his  saietf  in 
the  before  mentioned  bond.% 

The  said  Stuart  sutes,  that  near  Naatackti, 
on  his  retarn  voyage,  he  lostliis  bowsprit,  iot 
violent  storm,  and  all  hi»  water  except  one  etA; 
that,  in  s^iet  h  crippled  situation,  he  wai  war 
pelled  to  deviate  frioBi  his  course,  and  to  stsa 
for  some  SouUiern  port ;  and  he  finally  soae«eded 
ill  gettinff  into  Havana.  For  particulars,  tbe  fto* 
test  is  reierred  tp. 

On  the  13th  of  Novembe^  1809,'the  said  Back 
was  inforrbed  that  the  said  Stuart  had  arrived  it 
Boston,  from  Havana,  notice  of  which  he  mmt- 
diately  commiiaieated  to  the  Becreury  of  the 
Treasury,  for  the  purpose  of  4iaving  himarrettad 
for  a  violation  of  the  embargo  laws.  Tbe  peti- 
tioner has  never  been  engaged  Jo  tbe  shipfiif 
business.  His  character,  from  the  pa  pers  aeeoe- 
panying  the  petition,  stands  ffiir.  He  has  alwaj* 
proved  himself  to  be  a  good  citisea.  On  the  p^ 
titioa  is  endorsed,  in  the  handwritii^  of  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  the  following  note: 
<^  -—  facts  stated  by  the  district  judge  to  be  tree. 
I  have  no  doubt  of  the  innocence  of  the  peu- 
tioner.  Inatruetions  have  -beeii  (tiwtm  to  proie- 
cut^  StMart,  in  Massachusetts."  The  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer  to  the  report  of  tbe  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  on  tbe  petition  of  Anthony  Boei, 
dated  on  the  9th  of  Jaauarv,  1810. 

The  committee,  on  a  full  consideration  of  the 
iacts,  as  above  stated^  are  convinced  that  the  pe- 
titioner had  no  intention,  in  beoomiog  the  sorety 
of  Captain  Stuart,  to  afford  the  latter  an  oppo^ 
tuaitf  of  evadiog  the  embargo  laws. 
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Ther  are  persuaded  that  the  certificates  re- 
quired by  the  President's  letter  of  the  6th  bf  May, 
1806.  to  enable  merchants  and  others  to  procure 
sappiies  for  home  consumption^  influenced  the 
petitioner,  in  a  great  measure,  to  place  confidence 
in  the  honor  and  integrity  of  Captain  Stuart. 
At  the  certificates  alluded  to  are  set  forth  in  the 
statement  of  the  facts  maide  out  for  the  informa- 
tiou  of  the  House,  the  committee  beg  leave  to 
refer  to  them  for  particulars.  To  say  that  pen- 
alties incurred,  should,  in  no  case,  be  remitted, 
would  be  unjust.  It  would  be  in  direct  opposf- 
tion  to  that  enlightened  system  of  jurisprudence 
pursued  since  tne  commencemeirt  of  this  Oov- 
emment.  To  say  that  they  ougtit  to  be  remitted, 
generally,  would  be  \o  disarm  the  Republic  or 
^lie  of  ita  most  powerful  engines,  and  to  defeat 
thie  end  it  shouldf  always  keep  ia  view — the  good 
«f  the  whole% 

To  avoid  either  extreme,  the  coibmittee  hirve 
laid  h  down  as  a  rule,  ne^er  to  recommend  a  re- 
laxation in  the  execution  of  penal  laws,  except 
in  very  Kfird  cases  r  as,  when  the  snflforiiig  party 
Hs,  by  an  act  of  any  branch  of  Gorernment, 
been  induced  to  do  a  thing,  which,  if  it  had  not 
been  for  such  official  act,  he  would  not  have 
done.  The  case  of  the  petitioner  comes  within 
^t  teope  of  this  rule,  if  the  consideration  which 
Ihe  comniittee  have  given  to  it  be  eorvect.  On 
Ae  ground  that  the  petitioner  was  induced,  by 
the  certificates  above  referred  to.  to  become  the 
auret  jT  of  Captain  Stuart,  they  ask  permission  to 
submit  the  following  resolution : 

BeadvecL  That  the  prayer  of  the  p^titione^  is 
reasonable,  and  ought  to  be  granted. 


deviate  in  this  iiutaacej  from.tbe  general  rules  b  j 
which  ne  has  heretofore  been  governed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Mr.  A.  G.  Buck,  Frederickaburg, 


Trisabuky  Dbpartmint,  Oc<.  34, 1808. 

Sir  :  I  enclose  a  certificate  of  the  sejectmen 
of  Hiagham,  directed  to  you,  and  copvof  a  letter 
written  this  day  to  Mr.  Buckof  Fred^eksborgy 
who  had  transmitted  that  paper.  I  do  not  know 
on  What  grounds  that  paper  was  issued,  and  if  it 
AM  be  found  necessary  to  ascertain  the  extent 
of  shipments  of  flour  and  corn  re<|niBite  tor  the 
consumption  of  Massachusetts,  other  steps  Wil^ 
be  taken  Ibr  that  purpose. 

I  am,  rtsj  respeottully,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

li.  MtJBB,  Esq.  CeUecior^  Tmppahaimode. 


Frbobricksburo,  22d  October ^  1808. 

Sir  :  The  Governor  of  Massachusetts  having, 
6>ff  some  time  back,  declined  to  grant  oertificate» 
for  iM  transportation  of  provisiona.  coastwise, 
the  selectmen  of  4he  several  towns  have  4aken 
ihataiHhority  upon  themselves ;  but  the  collector 
of  our  district  informs  me  that,  agreeably  to  his 
iistruetions,  he  caiuiot  permit  Captain,  Stuart  to 
clear  out  with  more  than  one^third  of  the  value 
of  the  vtBicl  in  produce,  without  permission 
from  you.  I  have  taken  the  liberty  to  enclose  the 
certificate  for  your  consideration,  and  have  hopes 
that  yon  will  see  the  necessity  of  grantingleave 
to  load,  on  board  the  schooner  Sally  mrker. 
Windsor,  one  thousand  barrels  of  flour«  to  be 
'Cleared  out,  under  bonds,  for  th^  port  of  Boston. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  ^. 

ANTHONY  G.  BUCK. 

Albert  Gallatin,  Esq. 

TsBAauir  DnPARtiuiift,  October  U^  1808. 
Sir:  Tout  ktter  of  22d  instant  has  been  kid 
before  the  President.    He  does  not  think  it  pro* 
per  to  direct  the  Collector  of  Tappabaiinock  to 


REVENUE  BONbS  OUTSTANDING. 

[Cotounnicated  to  die  Sentte,  April  17, 1810.] 
Trbasurt  Dbpartmbnt,  April  16, 181^0. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  of  the  thirteenth  instant,  to 
transmit  a  statement  of  the  outstanding  revenue 
bonds,  amounting^  on  the  first  day  of  January 
last,  to  (9.600,000. 

But  in  that  are  included  ^1  the  bad  debts  which 
have  accrued  on  revenue  bonds,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  this  Government  to  that  day. 
Thc^>  together  with  the  debentures  issued  j>rior 
to  the  first  day  of  January  last,  and  remaining 
unpaid  on  that  day,  are  estimated  at  one  million 
of  dollars,  at  least,  |tnd  must  be  deducted  from 
that  nominal  amaunt.  The  expenses  of  collec- 
tion mav  be  estimi^ted  at  about  four  hundred 
thousand  dollars.  ; 

The  balance  reiaaining  in  the  TrHisury  on  the 
first  day  of  Jannarv  last  amounted  to  three  mil- 
lion eight  htinjdrao  and  seventeen  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  aeventy-aix  dollars  and  fifty-four 
cents. 

It  maj  net  be  improper  to  add.  that  the  esti- 
mates or  the  probable  receipts  ot  thi^  year,  aa 
stated  in  annual  report  made  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  session  of  Confess,  will  not, 
so  far  as  is  now  known,  differ  materiallv  from  the 
actual  receipts,  unless  exporutions  of  the  foreign 
produce  should  exceed  what  had  been  presumed. 
The  total  amount  of  debentures  payaole  in  the 
year  1810,  ha4  been  there  estimated  at  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars;  and  those  paid  before  the  first 
of  April,  amounted  already,  to  (1,960,000. 

.1  have  the  hwor  to  be^  M. 

ALBERT  GALJLATIN. 

Hop.  Prbsimiit  op  w  Bbnatb. 
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Statement  of  bonds  for  dutiee  on  merchandise  imported,  outstanding  at  the  several  Cttstom-Junues 
on  the  1st  January,  1810,  taken  from  the  accounts  current  of  the  Collectors,  as  rendered  to  the 
lyeasury. 


POBTS. 

Amount  of  bonds 
outstanding  Jan- 
nary  1,  1810. 

FOBTS. 

Amount  of  booda 
outstanding  Jan- 
uary X,  1810. 

Portsmouth    •       -       - 
Passamaquoddy      .       ^       . 
Frenchman's  Bay  ... 
Penobscot       -       -       .       .. 
Waldoborough        .       -       - 
Wiscasset       .       -       •       . 

Bath 

Portland         -       -       - 
Baco       -       •       -        -       7 
Kennebunk    *       -        -        . 
York      ...       .       . 
Newburyport  -       -       -       - 
Ipswich  -       .       - 
Gloucester      •     .  • 

Salem 

Marblehead    .       .       .       ^ 
Boston   -^       -       •       -       - 
Plymouth,  Mass.    -,       •       - 
Barnstable      .       «.       .       . 
New  Bedford  -       -       -       • 
Dighton          -       -       - 
Nantucket      -        -        -        - 
Edgartown     -       -       -       - 
Bristol    -       r       -       -      ^ 
Providence     -        •       -'      - 
Newport         -       -       .       . 
New  London  -       .       -       - 
Middletown    •       -       ^       - 
New.  HaTen   •       .       *       . 
Fairfield         .... 
AUburffhjVt.          -       - 
Champlam .    -       .       -       . 
Hudson  -       -       •       - 
Sagg  Harbor  .... 
New  York      .       -       -       . 

$66,960  72 

(a)  22.229  69 

397  50 

11,887  03 

7,273  98 

19,875  53 

19^1  69 

39,026  60 

8,375  39 

15.892  50 

15,930  31 

43,515  89 

(a)  1,595  19 

23,715  38 

391,128  69 

24,982  39 

(a)  1,245.634  84 

'l9.m  12 

10,217  60 

'  5,440  29 

.  2,669  95 

8,876  04 

612  28 

19.256  Bl 

95240  28 

31,306  37 

^3.420  39 

35  254  61 

30,302  88 

2.735  15 

12706  23 

5,985  25 

1,014  54 

277  52 

3,364,102  60 

Perth  Amboy         -      >- 
Great  Egg  Harbor 
Philadelphia  .... 

Detroit 

Michilimackinack  -       - 
Wilmington,  Del.  - 
Baltimore       -       -       -       • 

Vienna 

Snow  Hill      .       .       .       . 
Georgetown,  Col.   ^       .       - 
Alexandria     -       -       .       - 
1  Yeocomico     i       .     *- 
jTappahannock       -       .       .. 
East  River..       • 
Richmond      .       •>       .       . 
Petersburg      -        -     ,  - 

Norfolk 

Folly  Landing        .       . 
Cherry  Stone          -       ... 
Camden          •       •       . 
Edenton         ... 
Plymouth,  N.  C.     - 
Washington  -       .       .       « 
Newborn        .... 
Beaufort,  N.  C. 

jWilmington,  N.C.         -       . 
.Georgetown,  S.C. 
1  Charleston      .       .       .       . 
Savannah       -       -       .       • 
Brunswick      .^       -        .        . 
St.  Mary's,  Ga.      -        -       - 
FortStoddert         -        .        . 
NeW^  Orleans  ...       . 

Total       - 

6,730  21 

(a)  1,077  35 

1,949,049  47 

1,319  69 

(a)  12,032  30 

29,408  41 

622;^9  52 

558  14 

2,858  76 

8,194  06 

29,655  83 

941  00 

29,411  67 

4,368  86 

13^1  91 

13,718  79 

158,875  60 

6,^35  69 

496  19 

16,561  59 

6.845  87 

2,9^44 

62,617  93 

15,702  75 

207  25 

33,466  22 

12,206  81 

556,215  57 

(a)  250,OOe  00 

773  68 

18.987  9^ 

163  87 

121,749  97 

$9,600,717  55 

<#)  These  ports  are  on  e^thni^te. 


BECBIPTS  AND  PUBUC  DEBT.    ' 

[Gommunieated  to  the  &ouse  of  Representatives,  April  IT,  1810.] 

TRBAsmiT  DfiPARTitSNT,  jtprti  16,  1810. 
SiRi  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House,  of  the  11th  instant,  lo 
transmit  a  statement  of  the  annual  receipts  into  the  Treasury,  from  the  4th  day  of  March,  1789 
to  the  31st  day  of  December,  1889$  and  a  statement  of  the  amount  of  debt  annually  incurred 
and  reimbursed  during  the  same  period. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
Hon.  Spbakbr  of  the  Hottse  of  Reps. 
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Public  Debt—Amierioan  3Smuifkcturet. 


Statement  of  the  atmutU  amount,  and  of  the  annual  increase  and  decrease  of  the  publie  ddt,  Jn» 

1st  January,  1791,  to  \st  January,  1810. 


Amoant  of  Pablic  Debt  on  the  first  day  of  each 
year: 

Amount  of  Public  Debt  annually  incuurrtd  and  leim- 
buised. 

1st  of 

Jan., 

in  the 

years 

Gross  amount 
of  debt 

Payments 
made  by  the 
Treasury  on 
account  of  sub 
seqiient  years. 

Amount  ot 

debt  unpiOTi- 

dedfor. 

Payments  in 

each  year  on 

account  of 

principal. 

Amount  of 
debt  contracted. 

Annual 
incirease  of 

debt; 

Annual 

decreass  oi 

debt 

1791 

1792 

1793 

1794 

I7tf5 

1796 

1797 

1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806. 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 

75,463,476  52 
77,227,924  66 
80,352,634  04 
78,427,404  77 
80,747,687  39 
83,762,172  07 
82,064,479  33 
79,228,629  12 
78,408,669  77 
82,976,294  35 
83,038,050  80 
80,712,632  26 
77,054.686  30 
80, 1!^.120  88 
8'2,3r2/l50  50 
75,7^3,270  66 
69,318,1198  64 
66,196,317  97 
67,023,193  09 
53,172,302  32 

293,602  31 

864,167  50 

2,764,636  IT 

2,431,234  21 

2,697,649  66 

2,119,899  11 

.1,130,455  79 

734,363  37 

1,008,760  42 

1,342,968  61 

1,037,883  44 

1,968,063  65 

2,322,763  45 

1,073,477  66 

1,778,091  85 

1,180,313  04 

1,486,753  02 

453,991  71 

290,812  ^ 

15,769  68 

76,169,974  21 
76,373,767  16 
77,587^997  93 
75,996,170  66 
78,149,937  83 
81,642,272  96 
80,984,023  54 
78,494,165  75 
77,399,909  36 
8i,633,325  74 
82,000,167  86 
78>764,568  70 
74,781,91^2  86 
86,363,643  22 
80,534,058  65 
74,542,967  62 
67,781,646  62 
64,742,3!>6  26 
56,732,379  81 
63,156,582  64 

3,324,842  86 
2,056,208  86 
8,189,982  63 
2,420,620  74 
2,949,415  82 
2,097,692  74 
2,836,960  21 
1,027,324  42 
1,144,076  42 
1,419,948  65 
2,825,418  55 
3,657,946  96 
6,627,566  42 
4,114,970  88 
6,588,879  84 
6,504,872  02 
4,022,080  67 
8,17;3,125  88 
3,860,889  77 

5,089,291  00 
5,180,918  24 
1,264,703  3i8 
4,*740,708  36 
6,964,000  00 
400,000  00 

207,466  07 
6,711,700  00 
1,481,700  00 

15,000,000  00 

1,764,448  14 
3,124,709  88 

2,820,182  62 
.3,014,684  68 

4>667,6S4  68 
61,756  46 

9,872,434  68 

l,926,22dr 

1,697,69)74 

2,886,960  n 

819,869  35 

2,326,418  55 
3,667,945  96 

4,1 14,970  » 
6,688,879  W 
6,504,87108 
4,022,08067 
8,173,11588 
3,860,889  77 

RECAPITULATION. 

Debt  on  Ist  January,  1791  -        -        - -  f76,46J;47«  « 

Debt  contracted  from  Ist  January;  1791,  to  1st  Jaxmary,  1801       -        -        -  $30,040,481  03 
Deduct  debt  reimbursed  during  the  same  period  -        ?        -        -        *   .    *     22,466,906  75 

Increase  of  debt  in  those  ten  years       --        --        --        -        --         -     7,674,674 18 

Debt  on  1st  January,  1801  - r       .         .    88,088,06081 

Debt  reimbuned  from  1st  January,  1801,  to  1st  January,  1810      -        -        -     44,866,748  48 
Deduct  debt  contracted  during  the  same  period     -        -        -        -        -        -     15,000,000  00 

Decrease  of  debt  in  Aose  nine  yeturs     -- .    29,866»748  48 

Debt  on  1st  January,  1810 ^.         .    68,172,301  S 

But  as  this  sum  of  $63,172,302  32  includes  the  Louisiana  stock  •    .    -        -      .  v        -     11,260|000  00 

The  old  debt  remaining  due  on  the  Ist  Januaiy,  1810,  is  only       - 41,922,301  SS 

And  the  old  debt  redeemed  during  the  last  nine  years  amounts  to  .....    41,116,748  48 

Debt  on  1st  January,  1801 83,088,05080 


AMERICAN  MANUFACTURES. 


[Comtnunicated  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  April  19,  1810.] 

Treasuhy  Dbpartm exit,  April  17, 1810. 
Sir:   In  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House,  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  repoft,  is 
part,  on  the  subject  of  American  manufactures.    Some  important  information  has  been  obuiaed, 
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bot  it  is,  in  goiaral,  partial  and  defeadve;  and  it 
woald  have  been  desirable  tbat  tbe  report  might 
bare  been  delated  till  the  next  seasiop. 

Permit  me  to  observe,  that  the  approaching 
eensas  might  afford  an  opportonity  to  obtf  in  de- 
tailed and  correct  information  on  that  subject, 
proTided  th«t  ibe  depuif  marshals  were  dicected 
Dy  Congress  to  collect  it,  and  to  make  retaras  in 
soch  form  as  wonld  be  prescribed. 

I  have  the  hoaor  to  be,  dtc* 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Th«  Hon.  the  Spbaksi  of  the  H.rfR. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution  of  the  Honse  of  Represeata- 
tirea,  respectfblly  submits  the  foilowiuff  report, 
in  part,  on  the  subject  of  domestic  maouMctures : 

The  following  maiuifactiires  are  carried  on  to 
an  extent  which* may  be  considered  adequaie  to 
the  conramption  of  the  United  Slates,  the  for- 
eiffo  srtieles  acauallj  imported  being  less  in 
Talae  than  those  of  American  maim&ctiire  be- 
lonsiog  to  the  same  general  class,  which  am  aa- 
nuaily  exported,  riz: 

Mmufactures  of  wood,  or  of  which  wood  is  the 
prineipal  material ;  leather,  and  oiaaufaotores  of 
leather ;  soap,  aad  tallow  candles;  spermaeeti  oil 
and  candles ;  flaxseed  oil ;  reined  sugar ;  c6al^e 
earthen  ware ;  snafi;  chocolate,  hair  powder,  and 
maitard. 

The  following  brandies  are  irmly  established^ 
sapplying,  in  several  instances*  the  greater,  tnd. 
in  all  a  considerable,  part  of  the  cpasumptioo  of 
tbe  United  States,  Ytt : 

Iron,  and  manumctures  of  iron ;  maauAietmes 
of  cotton,  wool,  and  flax ;  hats ;  paper,  pHotiag 
types,  printed  books,  and  playing  cards;  spirit- 
uous and  mali  liquors  f-  several  maaafactures  of 
hemp^  gunpowder:  window  glass}  jewelry  and 
eiocKs;  sereral  naanufactnres  of  lead ;  straw  bon- 
neu  aad  hats ;  wax  candles. 

Progress  has  also  been  made  in  the  Mkaring 
braaahes,  Tiz: 

Paints  aad  colors;  several  chemical  prepara^ 
tions  and  medicinal -tlrngs ;  salt ;  manufactures  of 
copper  and  brass;' japanned- and  plated  ware; 
calico  prhrting ;  queens,  and  other  earthen  and 
glass  wares,  £c. 

Many  artieles,.Tespectinff  which  no  information 
has  been  received,  are  unoDubtedlv  omitted ;  and 
the  sobsunce  of  the  information  obtained,  on  the 
most  important  branches,  iaeompreheaded  under 
tbe  following  heads: 

Wood^  and  Maimrfactmt$  0f  Wood."^A\i  the 
branches  of  |hia  manufkoture  are  carried  to  a 
high  degree  of  perfection,  supply  the  whoie  de- 
mand of  the  United  States,  and  consist  princi- 
pally of  cabinet  ware,  and  other  household  furni- 
ture, coaches  and  carriaffes,  either  for  pleasm^  or 
transportation,  and  shipbailding. 

The  ships  and  vessels,  above  twenty  tons  bur* 
dea,  built  in  the  Untied  States  during  the  years 
1801  to  1807,  measured  774,932  4ens,  making,  on 
an  average^  about  110^000  tons  a  year,  and  worth 
more  than  six  millions  of  dplbu».    About  two- 


thirds  were  registered  for  the  foreign  trade,  and 
tbe  remainder  licensed  for  the  coasting  trade  and 
fisheries. 

Of  the  other  branches,  no  particular  account 
can  be  given.  But  tbe  annual  exporutions  of 
furniture  and  carriages  amount  lo  9170^000.  The 
value  of  the  whole,  including  ship  building,  can- 
not be  less  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars  ia  year. 
Under  this  head  may  also  be  mentioned  pot  and 
pearl  ash,  of  which,  besides  aupplylng  tbe  inter- 
nal demand,  7,400  tons  are  annually  exported. 

Ltaiher  and  MatrnfactureB  of  Leather, — Tan- 
neries, are  established  in  every  part  of  the  United 
SutesL  some  of  them  on  a  very  large  soale—- the 
capital  emplo]^  in  one  single  establishment 
amountipg  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars.  A 
few  hides  are  exported,  and  it  is  stated  that  one* 
third  of  those  used  ia  the  great  tanneries  of  tbe 
Atlantic  States  are  imported  from  Spanish  Ame* 
rica.  Some  superior  or  particular  kinds  of  Eng* 
lish  leather  and  moroeco  are  still  imported ;  but 
about  350,000  pouods*  of  American  leather  are 
annually  exported.  TJie  bark  is  abundant  and 
cheap,  and  it  seems,  by  the  annexed  communica- 
tion, marked.  A,  that  hides  cost,  in  America,  5^ 
ceoUy  and  in  Bngland,  seven  cents  a  pound ;  that 
the  bark  used  for  tanning  costs,  Jn  England, 
nearly  as  much  as  the  hides,  and  in  America  not 
one-tenth  part  of  that  bum.  It  is,  at  the  same 
time,  acknowledged,  that  much  American  leather 
is  brought  to  market  of  an  in^rior  quality,  and 
that  better  is  generally  made  Jn  tbe  middle  than 
in  the  Northern  or  Southern  States.  The  tan- 
neries of  the  State  of  Delavrhre  employ,  collect<> 
ivelV)  a  capital  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand doUars,  and  ninety  workmen,  and  make,  anr 
nually,  one  hundred  thousand  dollluv  worth  of 
leather.  Those  of  Baltimore  annount  to  twentsr- 
twoy  sevemetn  of  which  have,  together^  a  capi- 
ul  of  $187,000,  and  un,  annually,  19,000  hides, 
and  25,600  calf  skins.  .      / 

MoroccQ  is  also  made  ia  severi^l  placea  partly 
from  imported  goat  skins,  aad  principally  from 
sheep  akins.  And  it  inay  hf  proper  here  to  add, 
that  deer  skins,  which  form  an  artide  of  export|ir 
tioa,  are  dressed^md  manufactured  in  the  United 
Smtes,  to.the  amount  required  for  the  coaaump- 
tiea  of  the  country. 

The  principal  maaufactores  of  leather  are 
those  of  shoes  and  boots,  harness  and  saddles. 
Sodie  inconsiderable  qaantities  of  the  two  last 
articles  are  both  imported  and  exported.  The 
annual  importatioa  of  foreign  boots  and  shoes, 
amounU  to  3,250  pair  boou  and  59,000  pair  or 
shoes,  principally  kid  and  aiorocco.  The  annual 
exporution  of  the  same  artieles,  of  American 
manufacture,  to  8.500  pair  of  boots,  and  127.000 
pair  of  shoes.  The  shoe  liianQfactores  of  New 
Jersey  are  extensive.  That  of  Lynn,  ia  Massa- 
chusetts, makes  100,000  pair  of  women's  shoes 
aaaually. 

The  vakie  of  all  the  articles  annually  manu- 

*  Unless  otherwise  stated,  tbe  impertotioas  and  ez- 
portations  are^  ia  this  rsport»  taken  on  the  average  of 
4he  years  1806  and  1807. 
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factored  in  the  UDited  States,  whioh  are  em- 
braced QDder  this  head,  (leather,)  may  be  estr- 
mated  at  twenty  roilUobs  of  dollars. 

Soapj  and  T\dhw  CcmdUM. — A  «rreat  portion 
of  the  soap  and  candles  used  in  the  United  States 
is  a  family  manufacture.  But  there  are  also  sev- 
eral establishments^  on  an  extensive  scale,  in  all 
the  large  cities,  and  several  other  places.  Those 
of  the  village  of  Roibury,  near  Boston,  employ, 
alone,  a.  capital  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars^ 
and  make,  annually,  370,000  pounds  candles,  and 
380,000  pounds  brown  soap,  and  50,000  poiaads 
Windsor  and  fancy  soap,  with  a  profit,  it  is  said, 
of  15  per  centnm  on  the  capital  employed^ 

The  annual  importations  of  foreign  manufac- 
ture are,  candles,  158,000  pounds;  soap,  470,000 
pounds. 

The  annual  ezportations  of  domestic  manafac* 
turearew  candles,  1,775,000  pounds;  soap,  ^220,000 
pounds* 

The  annual  value  manniactored  in  the  United 
States,  and  including  the  quantity  made  in  pri- 
vate families,  for  their  own  use,  cannot  be  esti* 
mated  at  less  than  eight  millions  of  dollars. 

Spermaceti  Oil  and  CandUe.-^'The  establish- 
ments for  this  manufacture  are  at  Nantucket  and 
New  Bedford,  in  Massachusetts,  and  at  Hudson, 
in  New  York.  Besides  supplying  the  whole  or 
the  domestic  consumption,  they  furnished,  annu- 
ally, for  exportation  to  foreign  countries,  230,000 
pounds  of  candles,  and  44,000  gallons  of  oil.  The 
whole  quantity^annually  man  ufactured,amounted 
to  about  $300,000.  But  the  exclusion  frQm  for- 
eign markeu  has  latelv  affected  the  manufacture. 

Refined  Sugar.^Ttke  annual  impdnations  of 
foreign  refined  sug^r  amovnt,  for  the  years  1803 
to  1807,  to  47,000  pounds.  ^ 

The  annual  exportation  of  American  refined 
sugar,  amount,  for  the  same  years,  to  150,000 
pounds. 

The  then  existing  duty  i/vas,  in  the  year  1801, 
collected  on  3,827,000  pounds ;  and,  as  the  manu- 
facture has  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  popup 
latton,  the  quantity  now  annually  made  may  be 
"estimated  at  five  millions  of  pounds,  worth  one 
million  of  dollars.  The  capital  employed  is  stated 
at  three  millions  and  a  half  of  dollars:  and  as  the 
establishments  have  increased  in  lumber,  aome 
of  them  have  declined  in  business.  It  is  believed 
thatf  if  a  drawback  equivalent  to  the  duty  paid 
on  the  importation  of  the  brown  sugar  used  in 
the  refined  sugar  exported,  was  again  allowed, 
the  foreign  demand,  particularly  ot  Russia,  would 
give  a  greater  extension  to  this  branch.  A  jpe- 
cial  report  has  been  made  on  that  subject  to  the 
Committee  of  Commecce  and  fiilan«£actures. 

Cotton,  Wool,  and  Flax. 
I.  Spinniw  Milie  and  Mamdaetwring  Eetab- 
ZMmentt.— The  first  cotton  mill  was  erected  in 
the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the  year  1791^  an- 
other, in  the  same  State,  in  the  year  17^5;  and 
two  more,  in  the  Sutes  of  Massachusetts,  in  the 
jrears  1803  and  1804.  During  the  three  succeed- 
ingyears,  ten  more  were  erected  or  commenced, 
in  Ehode  Island,  and  one  in  Connecticut!  ma* 


king,  altogether,  fifteen  mills  erected  before  tbe 
year  1808,  working,  at  that  time,  about  eight 
thousand  spipdies,  and  producing  about  three  koft* 
dred  thousand  pounds  of  yarn  a  year. 

Retvrns  have  been  received  of  eighty-ttrei 
mills,  which  were  erected  at  the  end  of  the  year 
1809;  sixty-two  of  which  (forty-eight  water,  ud 
fourtecQ  horsfe,  mills)  were  in  operation,  uA 
worked,  at  that  time,  thirty-one  thousaod  tpii- 
dies.  The  other  twenty-five  will  all  be  ia  Or- 
ation in  the  course  of  this  year,  and,  togetber 
with  the  former  ones,  (almost  all  of  wbidi  are 
increasing  their  machinery)  will,  by  the  estimate 
received,  work  more  than  eiffhty  thousand  spia* 
dies  at  the  eommeDcement  of  the  year  1811. 

The  capital  required  to  carry  on  the  Inallafa^ 
ture,  on  the  best  terms,  is  estimated  at  the  rate  of 
one  hundred  dollars  for  each  spindle;  indudiaf 
both  ihe  fixed  capital  applied  to  the  purehtie  oi 
tbe  iDiU-seats,  and  to  the  construction  of  theiaiUs 
and  machinery,  and  that  employed  ia  wages,  r- 
pairs,'raw  materials,  goods  on  band,  and  ooolia- 
genoies.  But  it  is  believed  that  no  more  than  at 
the  rate  of  sixty  dollars  for  each  spindle  is  gea- 
erally  actually  employed.  Forty-five  pottods  of 
cotton,  worth  about  tweotv  cents  a  pound.  ut^VL 
an  average,  annually  used  for  each  spindle;  aad 
these  produce  about  thirty-six  po«a<b  of  yantof 
different  qualities^  worth,  on  an  average,  one  dol- 
lar and  twelve  and  a  half  cenu  a  pound.  E^t 
hundred  spindles  employ  forty  persons,  vix:  ire 
men  and  thirty «Sve  women  and  children.  Oa 
those  data,  the  geperaL  resulta  for  the  year  1811, 
are  estimated  a*  foMows: 

Number  of  mills,  87;  number  of  epindles, 80,000; 
amount  of  capitall  employed,  $4,800,000.  Coiim 
used,  3,600,e00f ;  value,  $720,000.  .  Yarn  qwa, 
2^^000 pounds;  value, $3,240,000.:  Pensai^o- 
ployed — men,  500;  wopien  and  ohiidrei,  3^ 
Total  employed,  4,000. 

The  increase  of  carding  tnd  spinning  of  eottoa 
by  machinery,  in  establishments  for  that  purpoNi 
and  ex^lpsivdy  of  that  done  in  private  ttaailiff* 
has,  heretofore,  b^n  fourfold,  daring  the  two  bit 
years,  and  will  have  been  tenfold  in  three  ycaii 
The  table  B  shows  tbe  situation  and  extent  a 
those  several  miils^  and  that,  attboagfa  the  greater 
number  is  in  the  vicinity  of  Providence,  in  Rbo^ 
Island,  they  are  scattered  and  extending  tbrosf^ 
out  all  the  States,  fhose  situated  within  tkim 
miles  of  Providence,  are  exhibited  in  uWe  C 
and  the  statement  marked  D  gives  the  details  a 
one  of  the  esubiishmenta,  asiumished  by  ooeci 
the  proprietors. 

The  seventeen  nnlls  in  the  State  of  Rhode  b* 
Jand^  included  in  the  Uble  C,  which  were  in  o^ 
erationi,  and, worked  14^^  spindles  in  the  for 
1809,  are  also  stated  to  have  used,  during  i^ 
yeAr,  640,000  pounds  of  cotton,  which  prodac«| 
510,000  pounds  of  yarii ;  of  which,  124,000  poaatf 
were  sold  for  thread  and  knitting ;  200,000  pew 
were  used  in  manulactures  attached  to,  or  ia  tke 
vicinity  of,  these  mills;  and  the  residue  was 
-either  sold  for  wick,  and  for  tbe  use  of  h^uf 
manufactures,  or  exported  to  other  oarts.  Blerei 
hundred  looms  are  said  to  be  employed  ia  weav- 
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ing  the  yarn  spun  by  these  n^illa  into  goods,  prin- 
cipall?  of  the  fbilowioff  descriptions,  ?iz: 

Bea  ticking,  sold  at  55  to  90  cents  per  yard. 

Stripes  and  checks,  sold  at  3b  to  40  cents  per 
yttrd. 

Ginghams,  sold  at  40  to  50  cents  per  yard. 

Cloth,  for  shiru  and  sheetiog,  sold  at  35  to  75 
oents  per  yard. 

Couoterpaoes,  at  eij^ht  dollars  each. 

Those  several  coods  are  already  equal,  in  ap- 
pearaoce,  to  the  Engli&h  imported  articles  of  th» 
same  description,  ai)d  superior  in  durability ;  and 
the  finishing  is  still  impcoviog.  Th6  proportion 
of  fine  yarns  is  also  increasing. 

Th^  same  articles  are  manufactured  in  several 
other  places,  and  particularly  at  Philadelphia, 
where  are  also  made,  from  the  same  material, 
webbingand  coach  lac^?,  (which  articles  have  also 
ezclodedj  or  will  soon  exclude,  similar  foreign 
importations.),  table  and  other  diaper  cloth,  jeans,- 
vest  patterns,  cotton  kerseymeres  and  blankets. 
The  manufacture  of  fustians,  cords,  and  velvet, 
has  also  been  commenced  in  the  interior  and 
western  parts  of  Pennsylvania,  and  in  Eiiitucky. 

Some  of  the  mills,  above  mentioned,  are  also 
employed  in  carding  and  spinning  #6ol,  thougl^ 
not  to  a  considerable  amount.  But  almost  the 
whole  of  that  material  is  spun  and  wove  in  pri- 
Tate  families  |  and  there  «re  yet  but  few  esiab- 
lishments  for  the  manufacture  of  wooUsn  cloths. 
Some  information  has,  however, t been  received^ 
respecting  fourteen  of  these,  as  stated  in  table  £, 
manufacturing,  each,  on  an  average,  ten  thousatid 

Lards  of  cloth  a  jear,  worth  from  one  to  ten  dol- 
ira  a  yard.  It  is  believed  that  there  are  others, 
from  which,  no  information  has  been  obtained ; 
and  it  is  known  that  several  establishments,  on  a. 
smaller  scale,  exist  in  Philadelphia,  Bahimare., 
and  some  other  places.  All  those  cloths^  as  well 
as  those  manufactured  in  private  families^  are 
{generally  superior  in  quality,  though  soiliewhat 
inferior  in  uppearanue,  to  imported  cloths  of  the 
same  price.  The  t)rincipal  obstacle  to  the  exten- 
sion of  the  manufacture  is  the  want  of  wool, 
which  is  still  deficient,  both  in  quality  and  quan- 
tity. But  these  defects  are  daily  and  rapidly  lea* 
senedy  by  the  introduction  of  sheep  of  the  merino 
and  other  superior  breeds^  by  the  great  demand 
for  the  article ;  and  by  the  attention  now  every- 
where paid  by  farmers  to  th^  increase  and  tm* 
provemen  I  of  their  flocks. 

Manufacturing  establishments,  for  spinning  and 
wemvibg  flax,  are  yet  but  few.  In  the  State  of 
New  York,  there  is  one,  which  employs  a  capital 
of  918,000,  and  twenty-six  persons,  and  in  which 
about  ninety  thousand  pounds  of  flax  are  annually 
spun  and  wove,  into  canvass  and  other  coarse 
lineo.  Information  has  been  received  refpecting 
two,  in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  one  oi  which 
produces,  annually,  72,000  yards  of  canvass,  made 
of  flaa  and  cotton ;  in  the  other,  the  flax  is  both 
hackled  and  spun  by  machinery ;  thirty  looms  are 
employed;  and  it  is  said- that  500,000  yards  of 
cotton  bagging,  sail  cloth,  and  coarse  linen,  may 
be  made  annually. 

Hosiery  may  also^  be  considered  as  alioost  ex- 


clusively a  (household  manufacture.  That  of 
Qermantown  has  declined,  and  it  does  nox  appear, 
to  have  been  attempted  on  a  large  scale  in  other 
places.  There  are,  however,  some  exceptions; 
and  it  is  stated  that  the  island  of  Martha's  Vine- 
yard expofts,  annually,  nine  thoiisand  pair  of 
stockings. 

U.  '^atiS^uUd  Mamrfaetwe9, — But  by  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  goods  made  of  those  materials, 
(cotton,  flax,  and  wool,)  are  manufactured  in  piv 
vate  families,  mostly  for  their  own  U]»e,and  partly 
for  sale*  They  consist  principally  of  coarse  cloth, 
flannel,  cotton  stuffs^  and  stripes  of  every  descrip* 
tion,  linen,  and  mixtures  of  wool  with  flax  or  cot-^ 
ton.  The  information  received  from  every  State, 
and  from  more  than  sixty  difierent  places,  con- 
curs in  establishing  the  fact  of  an  extraordinary 
increase,  dyring  the  last  two  years,  and  in  render- 
ingit  probable  thatabout  two-thirds  of  the  elothinff, 
including  hosiery,  and  of  the  hpbse  and  table 
linden,  worn  and  used  by  the  inhabitanu  of  the 
United  States,  who  do  not  reside  in  cities,  is  the 
product  of  family  manufactures. 

In  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States,  curding  ma* 
chines,  worked  by  water,  are  everywhere  estab* 
lbhed,and  thev  are  rapidly  extending  southwardly 
and  westwardly.  Jennies,  other  family  spinning 
machines,  and  flying  shuttles,  are  also  introduced 
in  many  pUces;  and  as  manjr  fuUittg  mills  are 
erected  as  are  reouired  for  finuhing  ul  the  cloth 
which  is  woven  in  private  families.  (See  note 
F  and  statement  G.) 

Difficult  as  it  is  to  form  an  estimate,  it  is  in- 
ferred, from  a  comiMgrison  of  all  the  facts  which 
have  oeen  communicated,  with  the  population  of 
the  United  Sutee,  (estimated  at  six  millions  of 
white  and  twelve  hundred  thousand  black  per- 
sons) that  the  value  of  all  the  goods  made  of  cot- 
ton, wool,  and  flax,  which  are  annually  manufac- 
tured in  the  United  States,  exceeds  forty  millions 
of  dollars., 

The  manufacture  of  cards  and  wire  is  inti- 
mately connected  with  this  part  of  the  subject. 
Wbittemore's  machine  for  making  cards. has  com- 
pletely excluded  foreign  importations  bf  that  ar- 
ticle. It  will  appear,  by  the  communication  H, 
that  the  capital  employed  in  that  branch  may  be 
estimated  at  $200,000 ;  and  that  the  annoal  con* 
sumption  amountcul,  till  lately,  to  twenty  thous- 
and dozen  pair  of  oand  cards,  and  twenty  thoos- 
abd  square  feet  of  cards  for  machines,  Worth  to- 
gether about  $200,000.  The  demand  of  last  year 
was  double  that  of  1808,  and  is  still  rapidly  in-^ 
creasing.  But  the  wire  iuelf  is  altogether  im- 
ported, and  a  very  serious  inconvenience  might 
arise  from  any  reguUtlon  which  would  check  or 

frevent  the^exportation  from  foreign  countries. 
t  appears,  however,  by  the  commuoicatioA  I, 
that  the  manufacture  may,  and  wculd.be,  imme- 
diately established,  so  as  to  supply  the  demand 
both  for  cards  and  other  objects,  provided  the 
same  duty  was  imposed  on  wire,  now  imported 
duty  free,  which  is  laid  on  other  articles  made  of 
the  same  material.  The  whole  amount  of  wire, 
annually  used  for  cards, .  does  not  at  present  ex- 
ceed twenty-flve  tons,  worth  about  $40,000. 
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ITaff.^-TbeaDDUftl  importations  of  foreiga  bats 
amount  to  9350,000;  the  annual  exportation  of 
American  bats  to  |100«000. 

The  domestic  manufacture  is.  therefore,  nearly 
equal  to  the  home  consumption.  The  number 
made  in  the  State  of  Massachusetts  is  estimated, 
by  the  hat  company  of  Boston,  at  four  times  the 
number  required  for  the  consumption  of  the  State: 
and  from  other  ioformatioa  it  would  appear,  that, 
in  that  .State  alone,  the  capital  anplied  to  that 
branoh  is  near  three  millions  of  dollars,  the  num- 
ber of  persons  employed  about  four  thousand, 
and  the  number  of  hats  annually  made  1,550,000; 
of  which,  1,150,000  are  fine  hats,  worth,  on  an 
average,  four  dollars  each,  and  400,000  felt  hats, 
worth  one  dollar  each.  That  the  manufacture 
is  sti)l  profitable,  appears  from  a  late  establish- 
ment on  Charles  riTer,  calculated  to  make,  an- 
nually, 35.000  hats,  at  five  dollars  a  piece,  and  to 
employ  150  workmen.  ' 

The  quantity  made  in  Rhode  Island,  is  stated 
at  50,000  thousand,  worth  five  dollars  each,  ex- 
clusively of  felt  hats.'  Conaectieut  and  New 
York  made  more  than  is  necessary  for  their  con- 
sumption ;  the  largest  establishment  bein^  that  of 
Danbury,  where  ^0  persona  are  employed,  and  to 
the  amount  of  $130^00  annually  manufactured, 
la  Vermont,  the  manufacture  supplies  the  con- 
sumption. It  is  stated  by  the  hatters  of  Philadel- 
phia, that  92,000  hats,  worth  five  dollars  each,  are 
annually  made  there,  in  addition  t6  which,  50,000 
country  hats,  worth  three  dollars  each,  are  annu- 
ally sold  in  the  city.  In  various  quarters,  the 
scarcity  of  wool  is  complained  of,  as  preventing 
the  making  of  a  sufficient  quantity  of  eoarse  hats. 
Fri>mall  the  infol^mation  which  has  been  reeeiv^, 
itia  believed  that  thecal ue  of  all  the  hats,  annually 
made  in  the  United  States,  is  near  ten  millions 
of  dollarv.    f  See  note  K.) 

Paper  aina  Prinling, — Some  foreign  paper  is 
still  imported,  but  the  greater  part  of 'tne  con- 
sumption is  of  Americans  manufacture ;  and  it 
is  believed  that,  if  sufficient  attention  was  every- 
where paid  to  the  preservation  of  rags,  a  quantity 
equal  to  the  demand  would  be  made  in  the  Uni- 
ted Statasi.  PtP^r  mills  are  erected  in  every  part 
of  the  Union.  There  are  twenty-one  in  the  States 
of  New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Delaware,  alone,  and  ten  in  only  five  counties  of 
the  States  of  New  York  and  Maryland.  Eleven 
of  those  mills  employ  a. capital  of  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars,  and  180  workmen,  and  make, 
aonualljr,  $150,000  worth  of  paper. 

'Printing  is  carried  on  to  an  extent  commensu- 
mte  with  the  demand.  Exclusively  of  the  nu- 
merous newspapers,  which  alone  form  a  consid-' 
erable  item  in  value,  all  the  books  for  which  there 
ia  aa  adequate  number  of  purchasers,  are  printed 
in  the  United  Statesw  But  sufficient  data  have 
not  been  obtained  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  an- 
nual aggregate  value  of  the  paper  made,  and  of 
the  printing  and  book  binding  executed  in  the 
United  States,  other  than  what  may  be  inferred 
from  the  population.  The  manufactures  of  hang- 
ing paper,  and  of  playing  cards,  are  also  exten- 
sive; and  that  of  printing  types^  of  which  there 


are  two  establishments,  the  principal  at  Philadel- 
phia, and  another  at  JBaltimore,  was  ftillT  i^de- 
quate  to  the  demand,  but  has  lately  been  aneeied 
by  the  want  of  reffutus  of  antimony. 

Manttfacturee  of  Hemp. — The  annual  importa- 
tions of  forei^  hemp,  amounted  to  6,200  tons.  But 
the  interruption  of  commerce  hasgreatly  promoted 
the  cultivation  of  that  article  in  Massachusetts, 
New  York,  Kentucky,  and  several  other  places; 
and  it  is  biilieved  that  a  sufficient  quantity  will^ 
in  a  short  time,  be  produced  in  the  United  States. 

The  manufacture  of  ropes,  cables,  and  cordage, 
x}f  every  description,  may  be  considered  as  equal 
to  the  demand,  the  exportattons  of  American  man- 
ufacture, for  1806  and  1807.  having  exceeded  the 
average  of  6,500  quintals,  and  the  importations 
from  forcfign  porU,  having  fallen  short  of  4;300 
dittOr 

Ekcl^sive  of  the  rope«walks  in  all  the  seaports, 
there  are  fifieeen  in  Kentucky  alone,  which  con- 
sume about  one  thousand  tons  of  hemp  a  year; 
and  six  new  works  were  in  a  state  of  preparatioB 
for  the  present  year. 

The  naanufactures  of  sail  duck,  formerly  es- 
tablished in  Rhode  Island,  in  Connecticnt,  and 
at -Salem,  have  Seen  abandoned  or  sttspended, 
partly  on  account  of  the  high  price  of  hemp^  and 
partly  for  want  of  capital.  Some  is  still  made ; 
and  tbespecies  of  canvass,  commonly  called  cotton 
baggings  is  now  inanufaetured,  in  various  places, 
on  an  extensive  soaie.  An  establishment  at  Phil- 
actelphia,  employs  eight  looms,  and  ean  iDak&  an- 
nually, 17,000  yards  of  duck,  or  45,000  yards  of 
cotton  bagffing.  There  are  thirteen  mannfactnres 
in  Kentociy,  and  twb  in  West  Tennessee.  The 
.five  at  or  near  Lexington,  make  annnallf  2901,- 
000  yards  of  duck  aiid  cotton  bagging. 

8piritw>m  aud  Malt  Uquore.^-The  dmty  on 
licensed  stills,  amounted,  in  1801,  to  $372^000,  and, 
on  account  of  omissions,  might  be  estimated  at 
$450,000.  As  the  duty  aetualTy  paid  on  the  spirits 
distilled  in  thoee  stills,  did  not,  on  an  average^ ex- 
cetikl  five  cents  per  gallon,  the  quantity  of  spirtts 
distilled  duHttg  that  year,  from  grain  and  imic 
(exclusively  of  the  large  gin  distilleries  ia  cities,) 
must  have  amounted  to  about  9,000,000  of  nllons 
and  may,  at  present,  th^  manufacturing  havtag 
increased,  ilt  least  in  the  same  ratio  as  the  popu- 
lation, be  estimated  at  twelve  millions  of  rallons. 
« To  this  must  be  added  about  three  millions  of 
gallons  of  gin  and  rum,  distilled  in  cities  ;  makaf 
an  aggregate  of  fifteen  miHions  of  pilous. 

The  importationa  of  foreign  spirits,  are,  never- 
theless, very  cotosiderable,  having  amounted,  dn- 
ring  the  years  1806  and  1807,  to  9,7d0,000  galkuis 
a  year,  and  yielding  a  net  annual  revenue  to  the 
United  States,  of  13,865,000. 

The  quantity  of  malt  liquors  made  ia  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  nearly  equal  to  their, consninptioa. 
The  annual  foreign  im|)ortations  amount  only  to 
185,000  gallons,  and  the  annual  exportatioiM  of 
American  beer  and  cider  to  187^000  gallons.  Bat 
the  amount  actually  n^ade.  cannot  be  corre^y 
stated.  It  hks  been  said,  that  the  breweries  of 
Philadelphia  consumed,  annually,  150,000  bosheb 
of  malt ;  ana,  exclusively  of  the  numerous  estah- 
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lubments  on  a  smaller  scale,  dispersed  throaghoat 
the  cooDtry,  extensive  breweries  are  knowa  to 
exist  in  New  Tork  and  Baltimore. 

From  these  data,  the  aggregate  value  of  spirit- 
aous  and  malt  liquors,  annually  made  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  ten 
millions  of  dollars. 

Irvn,  and  MamufachtrtB  of  IrofL-^The  infor- 
Biation  received  respecting  that  important  branch 
is  very  imperfect  It  i&  however,  well  known, 
that  iron  ore  abounds,  and  that  nnmerofis  furnaces 
and  forges  are  erected,  Abroughout  the  United 
States*  They- supply  a  sufficient  quantity  of  hol- 
low ware^  and  of  castings,  of  every  description ; 
bat  aboiit  4)500  tods  (^  bar  iron  are  annually  im- 
j>orted  from  Au8sia,and  probably,  an  equal  quan- 
lity  fVom  Sweden  and  England  together.  A  vague 
estimate  slates  the  amount  of  bar  iron  annually 
used  kk  the  United  States,  at  fifty  thousand  tons, 
which  would  leave  about  forty  thousand,  for  that 
of  American  manufaetore.  Although  a  great 
proportion  of  the  ore  foun^  in  Vermont,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland,  and  Virginia,  be  of  a  superior 
quality,  and  some  of  the  iron  manufisictured  there 
equal  to  any  imported,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that, 
from  the  demand,  and  from  want  of  proper' atten- 
tion in  the  manufacture,  much  inferior  American 
iron  ia  brought  to  market.  On  that  aecouot,'the 
want  of  the  ordinary  supply  of  Russian  iron  has 
heen  felt  in  some  of  the  slitting  and  rotlinsf  mills. 
But,  whilst  a  reduction  of  the  duty  on  Russian 
iron  is  asked  frpm  several  quarters,  it  is  generally 
stated  that  a  high  or  prohibitory  duty  oa  English 
bar,  slit,  rolled,  and  sheet  iron,  would  be  b^efi- 
cial^  that  which  Is  usually  imported  on  aceou^ 
of  it9  cbeapness,  being  made  with  pit  coal,  and  of 
a  very  inferior  quality. 

The  annual  importations  of  sheet,  slit,  and 
hoop  iron,  amoont  to  five  nundred  and  sixty-five 
tons  -,  and  the  quantity  rolled  and  slit  in  the  Uni* 
ted  States,  is  estimated  at  seven  thousand  tons. 
In  the  State  of  Massachusetts  alone,  are  found 
thirteen  roliinr  and  slitting  mills,  in  which  about 
3y500  tons,  of  nar  iron,  principally  from  Russia, 
are  annually  rolled  or  slit.  A  portion  is  used'  for 
sheet  iron  ai^d'  nail  rods  for  wroucht  nails ;  bat. 
two- thirds  of  the  whole  quantity  of  bar  iron  ftat- 
teued  by  machinery  in  the  pnited  States,  is  used 
in  the  manoflietttre  of  cut  4iaib,  which  has  now 
extended  throughout  the  whole  country,  and.  be- 
ing altoffetliev  an  American  inventton,  substitut* 
ing  machinery  to  manualiabor,  deserves  particUt 
iar  notice.  The  detaib  on  that  iulnect  will  be 
found  in  the  communications  L  and  M  ;  and  it 
will  be  sufficient  here  to  state,  that  the  annual 
product  of  that  branch  alone,  may  be  estimated 
at  twelve  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  that, 
exclusively  of  the  saving  -of  fuel,  the  expense  of 
maBufkcHiriog  ci»t  nails,  is  not  one-third  part  of 
that  pf  for|riog  wrought  nails.  About  two  hun- 
dred and  etffhty  tons  are  already  annnally  export- 
ed, but  the  United  Statea  continue  to  import.,  an- 
nually) more  than  fifteen  hundred  tons  of  wrought 
nails  and  spikes.  An  iaecease  of  duty  on  these, 
and  a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  ^be  cut 
nailsy  itf  generally  asked  for. 


A.  considerable  quantity  of  blistered,  and  some 
refined  steel,  are  made  in  America ;  but  the  for- 
eign importations  exceed  11,000  cwt.  a  year. 

The  manufactures  of  iron  consist  principally  of 
agricultural  implements,  and  of , all  the  usual 
work  performed  by  common  blacksmiths.  To 
these  may  be  added  anchors,  shovels,  and  spades, 
axes,  scythes,  and  other  edge  tools,  saws,  bits,  ana 
stirrups,  and  a  great  variety  of  the  coarser  arti- 
cles of  ironmongery;  but  putlery,  and  all  the 
finer  species  of  hardware,  and  of  stieel  work,  are 
almost  altogether  imported  from  Great  Britain. 
Balls,  shells,  and  cannon,  of  ^ali  caliber,  are 
cast  in  several  places ;  and  three  foundries  for 
castinff  solid,  those  of  the  largest  caliber,  tooether 
with  the  proper  machinery  for  boring  and  finish- 
ing them,  are  established 'in  Cecil  county,  Mary- 
land, near  the  City  of  Washington,  and  iat  Rich- 
mond, in  Virginia ;  each  of  the  two  last  may  east 
300  pieces  of  artillery  a  year^  and  a  great  number 
of  iron  and  brass  cannon  are  made  at  that  near 
the  seat  of  Government.  Those  of  Philadelphia 
and  near  the  Hudson  river,  are  not  now  em  ployed. 
It  may  here  be  added,  that  there  are  several  iron 
foundries  fqr  casting  every  species  of  work  want- 
ed for  machinery,  and  toat-  steam  engines  are 
made  at  that  of  Philadelphia. 

At  the. two  public  armories  of  Springfield  and 
Harper's  Ferry,  19,000  muskets  are  annually 
made.  Abofit  20,0CK)  more  are  made  at  severai 
factories,  of  which  the  most  perfect  is  said  to  be 
that  near  New  Haven,  and  which,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  that  erected  at  Richmond  by  the  State 
of  Virginia,  are  all  private  establishments.  These 
may,  if  wanted,  be  immediately  enlarged,  and  do 
not  iatlude  a  number  of  gunsmiths  employed  in 
making  rifles,  and  several  other  species  of  arms. 
SWords  and  pistols  are  also  manufactured  in  sev- 
eral places. 

Although  it  is  not  practicable  to  make  a  cor- 
rect statement  nf  the  valueof  all  tbeiron  and  man- 
ufactures of  iron,  annually  made  in  the  United 
States,  it  is  believed  to  be  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars.  Thd  annoal  importations 
from  all  forei^  countries,  including  bar  iron,  and 
every  description  of  manufactures  of  i  rod  or  steel, 
are  estimated  at  nearly  four  millions  of  dollars. 

CdvperantLBroM: — Ktoh  eoppermines  are  found 
in  NewJerscy,in  Vhginia,  and  near  Lake  Supe- 
rior; but  they  are  not  now  wrought.  The  principal 
manufactures  of  that  material,  are  those  of  stills 
and  other  vessels;  but  the  copper  in  sheets  and 
Mts  is  almost  universally  imported,  the  only 
manufacture  for  that  object,  which  is  at  Boston, 
not  receiving  sufficient  encouragement,  although 
a  capital  of  $25,000  hasbeea  invested  in  a  rolling 
mill  and  other  apparatus.  The  true  reason  is, 
that  those  articles  are-imported  free  of  duty ;  and 
the  owners  seem'  to  be  principally  employed  in 
casting  bells  and  other  articles. 

Zinc  has  lately  been  discovered  in  Pennsylva- 
nia ;  and  there  are  a  few  manufactures  of  metal 
buttons,  and  various  brass  wares. 

ManufaJdurta  of  Leod-r-Iiead  is  found  in  Vir- 
ginia and  some  other^laces,  but  the  richest  mines 
of  that  metal  are  found  in  Upper  Louisiana,  and 
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aleo,  it  is  said)  in  the  adjacent  country,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  Mississippi.  ^Tiiey  are  not  yet 
wrought  to  the  extent  of  which  they  are  suscept- 
ible,^ and,  afcer  supplying  the  Western  pountry, 
do  not  furnish  more  than  two  hundred  tons  annu- 
ally to  the  Atlantic  States. 

The  annual  importations  from  foreign  coun- 
tries of  red  and  white  lead,  amount  to  1,1^  tons. 

And  those  of  lead  itself,  and  of  all  other  man- 
ufactures of  lead,  to  1,225  tons. 

The  principal  American  manufolctures  are 
those  of  shot,  and  colors  of  lead.  Of  the  first, 
there  are  two  ^tablishmebls  on  a  large  scale  at 
Philadelphia,  and  another  in  Louisiana,  which 
are  more  than  sufficient  to  supply  the  whole  de- 
mand, stated  at  six  hundred  tons  a  year.  Fi\re 
hundred  and  sixty  tons  of  red  and  white  lead, 
litharge,  and  some  other  preparation^  of  that 
metal,  are  made  in  Philadelphia  alone.  A  repeal 
of  the  duty  of  one  cent  per  pouqd  on  lead,  and 
an  equalization  of  that  on  the  manufactures  of 
lead,  bych^ging  them  all  with  the  twocents^per 
pound  laid  on  white  and  red  lead,  is  asked  by  the 
manufacturers. 

Various  other  paints  and  colors  are  also  pre- 
pared in  Philadelphia,  and  some  other  places. 

THn Japanned,  plated  Wares. — The  manufae-^ 
tare  of  tin  ware  is  very  extensive,  and  Cdnnecti- 
cut  supplies  the  greater  pert  of  the  United  States 
with  that  article ;  but  the  sheets  are  always  im- 
pch-tefd.  The  manufacture  df  plated  ware,  prin* 
cipallv  for  coach-makers  and^saddlers,  employs  at 
Philadelphia  73  workmen  ;  and  the  amount  an- 
nually made  there,  exceeds  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  There  are  other  similar  estabHshraents 
at  New  York,  Baltimore,  Boston,  and  Charleston. 

CrKnpoiocfer.— Sakpetre  is  found  in  Virginia, 
Kentucky,  and  soxoe  other  of  the  Western  States 
and  Territories;  but  it  is  principally  imported 
from  the  East  Indies.  The  manufacture  of  gun- 
powder 19  nearly,  and  may,  at  any  moment,  be 
made  altogether  adequate  to  the  consumption ; 
the  importation  of  foreign  powder  aittoutttiojg 
only  to  200,000  pounds,  and  the  exportation  of 
American  powder  to  100,000  pounds.  The  man- 
ufaoture  of  Brandywine,  whion  employs  a  capiul 
of  976,000  and  thirty-six  wotkmen,  and  is  con- 
sidered as  the  most  perfect^  makes  alone  226,000 
lbs.  annually,  and  might  make  600,000  lbs.  if 
there  was  a  demand  for  it.  Two  others,  near 
Baltimore,  have  a  capital  of  9100.060,  and  make 
450,000  lbs.  of  a  quality  said  latelv  to  be  equal  tO' 
any  imported.  There  are  several  other  powder 
mills  in  Pennsylvania  and  other  places;  but  the 
total  amount  of  gunpowder  made  in  the  United 
States,  is  not  ascertained. 

Earthen  and  Glass  Ware.-^A  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  the  coarser  species  of  pottery  is  made 
everywhere;  and  information ' has  been  reoeived 
of  four  manufactures  of  a  finer  kind  lately  estab- 
lished. One  at  Philadelphia,  with  a  capital  of 
$11,000,  manufactures  a  species  similar  to  that 
made  in  Stafibrdshire,  in  England,  and  the  others, 
in  Chester  county,  in  Pennsvlvania.  in  New  Jer- 
sey, and  on  the  Ohio,  make  various  kinds  of 
dueenswaire. 


Information  has  been  obtained  of  ten  gins 
manufactures,  which  employ  about  one  hundred 
and  forty  glass  blowers,  and  makeanauallytwa- 
ty-seven  thousand  boxes  of  window  glass,  cob- 
taining  each,  one  hundred  square  feet  of  giax. 
That  of  Boston  makes  Crown  glass  equal  to  aof 
imported:  all  the  other  make  green  or  GermtJi 
fflass,  worth  fifteen  per  cent,  less ;  that  of  Pitu- 
burg,  uses,  coal,  and  all  the  others,  wood  for  hA. 

The  annual  importations  of  foreign  window 
glass,  an^ount  to  27,000  boxes ;  the  extensioo  of 
the  oomestic  manufacture,  which  supplies  pt^ 
cisely  one-half  of  the  consumption,  heiog  pre- 
vented by  the  want  of  workmen. 

Some  of  those  manufactures,  make  also  grm 
bottles  and  other  wares;  and  two  works, empior- 
ing  together  six  glass  blowers,  have  been  lately 
erected  at  Pittsburg,  and  make  decanters,  tne* 
biers,  and  every  other  description  of  flint  glass  of 
a  superior  ouality. 

Chemical  Preparations, — Copperas  is  eitnei- 
e3,  in  large  quantities,  from  pyrites  in  Vennoaif 
New  Jersey^  and  Tennessee.  About  200,000  Ih. 
of  oil  of  vitriol  and  other  acids,  are  annuallf 
manufactured  in  a  single  establishment  at  PhSi- 
delphia.  Variotis  other  preparations  and  drags, 
are  also  made  there,  and  in  some. other  plam; 
and  the  annual  amount  exported,  exceeds $30,900 
in  value. 

^aU,-^The  salt  springs  of  Onondaga  andCtr 
Uffa,-in  the  Slate  of  New  York,  furnish  abwt 
300,000  bushels  a  year  ;  and  the  quantity  maf  be 
increased  in  proportion  to  the  demand.  Those 
of  the  Western  States  and  Territories,  aopply 
about  an  equal  quantity ;  that  known  bf  tie 
name  of  the  Wabash  Saline,  which  beloogs  lo 
the  United  States,  making  now  130,000  bvsiiek 
Valuable  discoveries  have  also  lately  been  made 
on  the  banks  of  the  Kenhawa.  But  tbe  aQDoal 
importation  of  foreign  salt  amcuints  to  more  than 
three'  millions  of  bushels,  and  cannot  be  sQpe^ 
seded  by  American  salt,  unlese  it  be  madealoag 
the  seacoast.  The  works  in  the  State  of  Mas^ 
chusetts  are^  declining,  and  cannot  proceed,  ei- 
less  the  diity  on  foreign  salt  should  again  be bii- 
It  is  necessary  to  shelter  the  works  from  the  beavT 
summer  rains  bv  light  roofs  moving  on  roilen' 
This  considerably  increases^  the  expense;  aod  i( 
appears  that  the  erection  of  ten  thousand  snp^' 
ficial  square  feet,  co^s  one  thousand  dollars,  aM 
that  they  produce  only  two  hundred  busbelit 
year.  A  more  fkvorable  resciJt  is  anticipated oe 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  on  account  of  tke 
difference  in  the.  climate;  and  works  coteH^ 
275;000  square  feet  have  beeA  lately  ereeted 
there. 

MiscelkuteouSi^Respecting  the  other  nan^^ 
tures  enumerated  in  the  other  part  of  thisrepwt, 
no  important  or  correct  information  has  been  r^ 
oeived;  except  as  relates  to  the  two  following ^ 

S^raw  bonnets  and  hats  are  made  with  great 
success ;  and  a  small  district  in  Rhode  Island  aod 
Massachusetts,  abnually  exports  to  other  ptrtsoi 
tbe  Union,  to  the  amoant  of  $250,000.  See  eon- 
municatiob  N. 

Several  attempts  have  been  made  to  print  eat* 
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ieoeB ;  but  it  does  aot  neem  that  the  maonfiietarers 
eaD,  withoaj(  additional  duties,  stand  the  compe- 
titipn  of  similar  foreign  artieles.  The  di&cbUies 
Doder  which  they  labor  are  stated  in  the  petition 
of  the  calico  printers  of  Philadelphia  to  Congress. 
A  considerable  capital  has  been  vested  in  an  es- 
tabUsl^meDt  near  Baltimore,  which  can  print 
12,000  yards  a  week,  and  mnght  be  considerably 
extended,  if  the  profits  and  the  demand  afforded 
sufficient  encouragement. 

From  this  Imperfect  sketch  of  American  man- 
ufactures, it  may,  with  certainty,  be  inferred,  that 
their  annual  product  exceeds  one  hundred  and 
twenty  millions  of  dollars.  And  it  ni  not  im- 
probable that  the  raw  materialkused,  and  the  pro- 
TisioBs  and  otaer  articles  consumed,  by  the  man- 
ofaetarers,  create  a  home  mar)[et  for  agricultural 
products  not  rery  inferior  to  that  which  arises 
frofo  foreign  demUnd.  A  result  more  favorable 
than  might  have  been  elpeeted  from  a  view  of 
the  natural  causes  which  impede  the  introduction, 
and  retard  the  progress  of  manufactures  in  the 
United  States. 

The  most  prominent  of  those  causes  are  the 
abundance  of  land  compared  with  the  population, 
the  high  price  qf  labor,  and  the  Wfint  of  a  suffi- 
cient capital.  The  superior  attractions  of  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  the  great  extension  of  American 
commerce  during  the  late  European  wars,  and 
the  coptinuance  of  habits  after  the  causes  which 
produced  them  have  ceased  to  exist,  may  also  be 
enumerated.  Several  of  those  obstacles  have^ 
however,  been  removed'or  lessened.  The  cheap- 
ness of  provisions  had  always/,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, counterbalanced  the  high  pri^e  of  manual 
labor ;  and  this  is  now,  in  many  important  branch- 
es, nearly  superseded  b^  the  introduction  of  ma- 
chinery ;  a  |rreat  American  capital  has  been  ac- 
quired during  the  last  twenty  years  {  and  the 
injurious  violations  of  the  neutral  commerce  of 
the  Uaited  States,  by  forcing  industry  and  capi- 
tal into  other  channels,  have  broken  inveterate 
habits,  and  ^iven  a  general  impulse,  to  Which 
must  be  ascribed  the  ffreat  increase  or  manufac- 
tures during  the  two  last  years. 

The  revenue  of  the  United  Slates,  being  prin- 
eipaliy  derived  from  duties  on  the  importation  of 
foreign  merchandise,  these  have  also  operated  as 
a  premium  in  favor  of  American  manufactures, 
w^nile,  on  the  other  hand,  the  continuance  of 
peace,  and  the  frugality  of  Gorernment,  have 
rendered  anneeessarv  any  oppressive  taxes,  tend* 
ing  matehally  to  eabanee  the  price  of  labor,  or 
impeding  any-  species  of  industry: 

No  cause,  indeed,  has,  perhaps,  more  promoted, 
in  everv  respect,  the  general  prosperity  of  th« 
United  States,  than  the  absence  of  those  systems 
of  ioternai  restrictions  &nd  mdnopoly  which  con- 
tinue to  disfigure  the  stale  of  society  in  other 
countries.  No  law  exists  here,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, confining  man  to  a  particular  occupation 
or  place,  or  excluding  any  citizen  from  any 
branch,  he  may^  at  any  time,  think  proper  to  pur- 
sue. Industry  is,  ra  every  respect,  perfectly  free 
and  unfettered  ;  every  species  of  irade^  commerce, 
art,  profession,  and  manuiasture)  being  equally 


opened  tb  all,  without  requiring  any^  previous 
regular  apprenticeship,  admission,  or  license. 
Hence  the  progress  of  America  Jias  not  been  con- 
fined to  the  improvement  of  her  agriculture,  and 
to  the  rapid  formation  of  new  settlements  and 
States  in  the  wilderness ;  but  her  citizens  have 
extended  their  commerce  through  every  part  of 
the  globe,  and  carry  on  with  complete  success, 
even 'those  brancnes  for  which  a  monopoly  had 
heretofore  been  considered  essentially  necessary. 

The  same  principle  has  also  accelerated  the 
introduction  atid  progress  of  manufaeturesj  and 
must  uhimatelv  give  in  that  branchy  as  in  all 
othj^rs,  a  decided  superiority  to  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  over  the  inhabitants  of  couiitries 
oppressed  by  taxes,  restrictions,  and  monopolies. 
It  is  believed  that,  even  at  vbis  time,  the  only 
powerful  obstacle  against  which  American  man- 
ufactures have  to  struggle,  arises  from  the  vastly 
superior  capital  of  the  nrst  manufacturing  nation 
of  Europe^'  which  enables  her  merohants  to  give 
very  long  credits,  to  sell  on  small  profits,  and  to 
make  occasional  sacrifices. 

The  information  whieh  has  been  obtained  is 
not  sufficient  to  submit,  in  conformity  with  the 
resolution  of  the  House,  the  plan  best  calculated 
to  protect  and  promote  American  manufactures. 
The  most  obvious  means  are  bounties,  increased 
duties  on  importation,  and  loans  by  Government. 

Ocoasional  premiums  might  be  beneficial ;  but 
a  general  system  of  bounties  is  more  applicable 
(o  articles  exported  than  to  those  manulaetured 
for  home  (Consumption.,  '  ^ 

The  present  system  of  ditties  may,  in  some  re- 
spects, be  equalized  ai^d  improved,  so  as  to  pro- 
tect some  species  of  manufactures  without  affect- 
ing the  revenue.  But  prohibitory  duties  are  liable 
to  tne  treble  objection  of  destroying  competition, 
of  taxing  the  consuiber,  and  of  diverting  capital 
and  industry  into  channels  generally  less  profit- 
able to  the  nation  than  those  which  would  have 
naturally  been  pursued  by  individual  interest  left 
to  iuelf.  A  moderate  increase  will  be  less  dan- 
gerous, and,  if  adopted,  should  be  continued 
during  a  certain  period ;  for  the  repeal  of  a  ddty 
once  laid,  materially  Mjures  those  whahave  reli- 
ed on  its  permanency,  as  has  been  exemplified  in 
the  salt  manufacture^ 

Since,  however,  the  comparative  want  of  cap- 
ital, is  the  principal  obsti^cle  to  the  introduction 
and  advancement  of  manufactures  in  America;  it 
seems  that  the  most  efficient,  and  most  obvious 
remedy  would  consist  in  supplying  that  capital. 
For,  although  the  extension  of  banks  may  give 
some  assistance  in  that  respect,  their  operation  is 
limited  to  a  Cew  places,  nor  does  it  comport  witb 
the  nature  of  those  insliiutidns  to  lend  for  periods 
as  lonjT  as  are  requisite  for  the  establishment  of. 
maiiufac lures.  The  United  Stktes  might  create 
a  circulating  stock,  bearing  a  low  rate  of  interestj 
and  lend  it  at  |>ar  to  manufacturers,  on  principles 
somewhat  similar  to  that  formerly  adopted  by 
the  States  of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  in 
their  loan  offices.  .  It  is  believed  that  a  plan  might 
be  devised  by  which  &ye  millions  a  vear,  but  not 
exceeding,  in  the  wholci  twenty  millions,  might 
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be  thus  lent,  without  anf  material  risk  of  oki* 
mate  loss,  and  without  taxing  or  injuring  any 
other  part  of  the  community. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Treasdrt  Department,  Aprii  17, 1810. 


A.^Eztract  of  a  letter  from  Wm.  ^waids,  of  North- 
ampton, to  the  Postmaster  at  that  p]fu:e>  df  ted  No- 
▼ember39, 1809. 

Having  been  regularly  bced  to  the  basiness  of 
tanning,  and  this  having  been  my  sole  occupation 
for  twenty-five  years,  I  have  been  led  to  refleqt. 
with  much  regret,  upon  the  general  ini3?riority  ot 
American  leather,  compared  with  most  Euro- 
pean, and  particularly  English  manufactured*    A 
want  of  capital  has  been  the  great  cause  of  the 
dei)ressed  state  of  this  manu^cture.    The  hide, 
in  its  natural  state,  is  a  mass  of  fibres^  the  inter- 
stistices  between  tde  fibres  is  filled  with  a  fleshy 
substance;  to  expel  these  without  injuring  the 
fibres,  and  then  to  fill  the  vactium  completely  and 
eutirelyr  with  what  the  chemi'su  dall  tannin,  con- 
tained in  bark,  is  the  whole  art  of  tanning.    To 
do  this  effectually,  years  oT  time  is  neoesrary,  and 
repeated  applications  of  fresh  bark^o  the  hide  at 
proper  periods.    The  establishment  which  I  have 
made  in  this  county  will  receive  sixteen  thousand 
full  growii  hidesy'and  require  a  capital  of  one 
hundred  thousand  dollars.    We  have  three  tan* 
neries,  for  the  conveniency  of  collecting  bark, 
rather  than  do  all  our  business  at  one  place,  which 
would  necessarilv  soon  produce  a  scarcity  of 
Iwrk,  we  use  such  a  quantity— say  one  cord  to 
six  hides;  we  have  six  hundred  and  seventy-two 
vats,  three  bark  mills,  which  ^rittd  our  bark  by 
water,  betweeii  two  stones,  as  corn  is  ground. 
We  have  the  same  number  of  hide  mills,  which 
go  by  water,  for  softening  foreiffn  hides,  taking 
ofi*  the  hair,  and  working  the  hides.    Also,  three 
rolling  macbifies,  which  alsp  go  by  water.    These 
produce  a  very  advantageous  effect,  in  perfectly 
extending  and  consolidating  the  sole  leatner  after 
it  is  tanned,  and  supersedes  the  necessity  of  the 
shoemaker's  hammering  the  leather;  saves  en- 
tirely the  labor  and  waste  aUending  that  part  of 
the  shoemaker's  busfiness,  and  gives  the  leather  a 
closenese  of  texture  by  far  beyond  hammering'  or 
any  other  plan  now  practised.     Also,  I  have 
found  much  advanu^e  by  applying-  heat,  by 
means  of  a  copper  cylinder,  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pose, passing  through  vats,  we  call  leeches,  |n 
which  we  make  thelast  efiort  to  extract  the  tan- 
nin from  the  bark,  after  the  bark,  with  a  decoc* 
tion,  has  been  for  from  thirty  to  ninety  days  ap- 

Elied  to  the  hide.  Most  of  the  above  methods  I 
ave  originated,  and  from  long  experience  find 
the  success  attending  them  has  abundantly  equal- 
led my  expectations. 

Much  saving  of  labor  and  bark  is  gained  by 
these  improvements,  as  mast  be  obvious  to  any 
person  who  has  a  slight  knowledge,  either  prac- 
tical or  theoretical  of  the  business.  Our  forests 
abound  with  bark;  our  beeves  afibrd  many  hides, 
and  large  quaatitiea  are  imported  from  the  Span- 


ish domintoDa ;  part  of  which  are  maaufaetured, 
and  part  are  re-exported.    Slaughter  hi^ks  are 
sometimes  exported,  wbich  ought  to  be  prohHi- 
ited,  if  practicable.    I  have  known,  and  I  believe 
it  not  uncommon,  that  quantities  of  hides  and 
bark  have  been  exported  to  England,  mad  the 
leather  made  from  these  hides  Imported  and  med 
in  this  conn  try.    The  manufacture  of  leather  ia 
the  Middle  States  is  far  in  advance  beyond  either 
the  Northern  or  Southern  States.    A  heavy  dtuy 
on  green  or  slaughter  hides,  if  constitational,  and 
a  small  duty,  say  one  cent,  per  lb.  oa  the  exporta- 
tion of  foreign  hides — a  heavy  impost  duty  on 
leather  of  every  kind  and  in  every  shapes  with  an 
aid  of  capital,  and  perhapa  a  bounty  on  improre- 
ments,  made  public,  would  have  a  teadeacy  to 
encourage  the  manufacture  of  leather.    Al^  a 
law  appointing  inspectors  of  slaughter  bides,  to 
guard  against  the  arcat  injury  they  now  ia  maay 
places  sustain^by  the  carelessness  or  wamonacss 
of  the  butcheri  in  hacking  and  cutting  them.    In 
the  city  of  New  York,  there  is  a  loss  from  this 
source  of  twenty  per  cent,  at  least,  wiihont  a  pai^ 
tide  of  gain.    Also  a  law  appointini^  inspectors 
of  leather,  to  prevent  tanners  from  using  an  im- 
proper quantity  of  libie  in  the  process,  and  oflisr- 
ing  their -leather  in  market  when  only  partially 
tanned,  would  be  very  useful.    The  tanaers  ia 
Boston  and  its  neighborhood  practise  this  method, 
much  to  the  injury  of  the  article,  and  ia  that 
way  to  the  public.    The  same  hide,  well  maan- 
factured,  will  ■  assuredly  be  worth  double  to  the 
consumer,  than  if  poorly  mamifactured.     Yet 
mankind  are  ^omuch  the  ereatores  of  habit,  and 
such  the  nattue  of  the  business,  the  differeoee 
will  not  be  readily  discovered  by  a  superfieial 
observer.    One- third  of  the  hides  tanned  tn  the 
United  States  are  imported  hides.    Theft  come 
from  the  Spanish  colonies  alioaiost  wholly.    Hides 
in  £ogland  are  uaiformly  higher  than  ia  this 
country}  i».  U.  per  stone  is  the  least  price  I 
have  seen  stated;  that  is  soBiethinf  more  ihaa 
seven  cents  per  po'uad.  .  Their  bark  in  England 
costs  more  than  their  hides ;  that  is,  bark  sofli- 
cient  to  tan  a  hide  cosu  more  than  the  hide    My 
slaughter  hides  cost  me  five  and  a  half  cents  per 
pound,  and  my  bark  costs  me  oae-tbirteeath  to 
much  as  the  hide.    Leather  would  be  aa  im* 
porunt  article  <d  exportatipn,  even  to  Saglaad,  if 
It  coul<i  be  admitted  there  by  paving  no  more 
duty  than  their  manufactured -articles  pay  ia  this 
cbuntry.    The  manufacture  of  leather  ts  by  ao 
means  completed  when  it  goes  from  the  hands  of 
the  tanner.    The  currier,  the  shoemaker,  saddler, 
hamessmaker,  and  sevesal  other  tradesmen  fit  it 
for  various  uses  after  the  taimer  has  pofocmed 
his  operations. 


[B  is  a  statement  of  mills  for  spinning  cottoa* 
of  which  an  account  has  been  received. J 

SC  is  a  list  of  the  cotton  mills  within  thirty 
es  of  the  to>pvn  of  Providence,  November  14, 
1800.] 

[D  is  a  statement  df  a  cotton  manufactoiy, 
owned  by         '  ^  near  Pfovideate.} 
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[E  is  ft  8tftteiB«Dt  of  waonfftctam  of,  woollen 
eiotb,  of  which  ao  account  has  been  receif  ed.] 

Frf— Amongst  ntimerous  other  facts,  the  (bllow- 
ing  are  particularly  stated : 

lo  New  Hampshire— cardiD^  machines,  one  for 
erery  250  families  3  fall'mg  mills,  140;  cloth  and 
flannel  woven  aonually,  800,000  yards;  cotton  and 
flax,  considerable. 

In  Vermont — carding  machines,  135  5  fulling 
mills,  163 ;  cloth  lind  flannel  woven  annually, 
1,040,000  yards ;  cotton  and  flax,  1,315,000  yards. 

In  Berkshire;  Massachusetts — cloth  and  flannel 
woven  annually,  100,000  yards ;  cotton  and  flax, 
considerable.  ' 

In  Ontario  county.  New  York — carding  ma- 
chines, 18;  foiling  mills,  18;  cloth  and  flannel 
woven  annually,  140,000  yard^;  cotton  and  flax, 
considerable. 

In  York  county  Maipe — carding  machities,  8; 
fulling  mills,  8 ;  cloth  and  flannel  woven  annu- 
ally, 70.000  yards;  cotton  and  flax  spun  and  wo- 
ven, 120,000  pounds. " 

Of  the  cloth  and  flannel  thus  wove,  about.two- 
thirds  are  cloth,  generally  worth  more  than  one 
dollar  a  vard,  and  the  remainder  flannel. 

In  Delaware,  150^000  lbs.  wool  annually  spun 
and  woven  in  private  families.  Large  exporta- 
tions  of  linen  from  the  western  counties  of  reon- 
svlvanla,  and  some  from  Kentucky,  and  several 
places  in  the  Eastern  and  Middle  States.  Eighty 
thotuiand  yards  brought  for  sale,  in  1809,  to  Pitts- 
burg alone;  and  the  number  of  looms  in  that 
town  has  increased,  since  the  year  1807^  from  17 , 
10  44.  In  the  lower  counties  of  Virginia.  North 
Carolinia,  generally,  and  the  upper  counties  of 
Sooth  Carolina  and  Georgia,  almost  4he  whole 
of  the  Summer  clothing,  for  every  description  of 
persons,  is  of  household  manufacture :  and  almost 
all  the  slaves  are  entirelv  clothed  in  the  same 
manner.  The  scarcity  or  wool  alone  prevents 
an  adequate  supply  from  the  same  source  for 
winter  clothing.  The  number  of  stores  for  the 
sale  of  foreign  foods,  ha&,  in  Matthews  county, 
Virginia,  from  the  year  1802,  decreased  from  fif- 
teen to  one.  At  a  general  review  of  militia,  last 
Summer,  in  North  Carolinia,  where  more  than 
fifteen  hundred  persons  were  on  the  ground, 
there  were  not  forty  who  were  not  entirely 
clothed  with  homespun.  "* 

O^-^lfofuehofd  Manufaeture$  in  Tkw  Hampshire. 

In  almost  every  town,  (of  six  milea  square,  or 
a  district  contaioing  one  or  more  towns.)  having 
a  population  of  2(X)  or  300  families^there  is  a 
cardioj^  machine  and  fulling  milL  The  cost  of 
a  carding  machine  is  ^bout  $500.  One  described 
to  me,  cards,  annuaUy,  6^000  pounds  of  wool,  at 
seren  cents  ner  pound,  attended  by  one  hand. 
This  ii^ode  or  carding  relieves  the  house-spinner 
of  one-half  the  labor  of  a  day,,  for  the  isum  of 
three  and  a  half  cents. 

Kvery  fariper's  bouse  is  provided  with  one  or 
more  wheels,  accoxdiog  to  the  number  of  fe^aki. 
llthCoN.SdSiiss.— 71 


Every  lecoad  house,  at  least,  has  a  loom  fjir 
weaving  linen,  cdtton,aod  coarse  woollen  cloths 
which  is  almost  wholly  done  by  women. 

Manufactures  of  these  kindsampunt,  probably, 
on  an  average,  per  family,  to  from  100  to  600 
yards  in  a  year,  without  an  hour's,  loss  of  labor 
to  the  field. 

Considerable  quantities  of  coai»e  flaxen  cloth, 
worth  from  15  to  20  cents  p^r  yard,  thus  mano^ 
factured  in  families,  are  sold  to  uaJers  in  country 
villagts  or  in  towns,  and  seat  for  a  diarket  to  the 
Southern  States  on  which  a,  profit  is  made  by 
the  trader. 

A  specimeriof  the  eatt  OhdfroJU  <m  the  employ  of  a 
FulUng  Jmilf  in  the  county  of  Cheshire,  in  dreumg 
clothe  Jor  houeehold  manufaeturee* 

Yearlv  supply  of  cloths/ for  dressing  and  dyibg: 
Of  i'ustian  or  cotton     -        -        -  1,000  yards. 
Woollen,  merely  to  be  pressed     -  1^700      " 
Woollen  to  be  dyed,  fulled,  &c.  -  1,400      ** 

6,700      •* 

The  eharge  and  sum  received  for  dressing^the 
above  $1,225. 

The  expense  of  labor,  ^.,  as  follows :  . 

?be  proprietor  states  his  services  at     t 
wo  mea  employed  four  monthaat  920 
Two  apprentices  the  saa^  time    - 
Ooat  6tdye6tufi;d«>c.    -        •        -       - 
Other  expenses     .,.--- 


Leaving  a  balance  to  the  mill  o^f 


»1,225 

The  cost  of  the  mill  and  machinery  is  stated  to 

be  $1,600. 
The  foregoing  mav  be  considered  as  a  sample 

of  the  clothierr  mfilrs  in  New* Hampshire,  of 

which  there  are  about  one  hundred  and  forty  in 

the  State;  some,*  probably,  may  do  less,   and 

others  much  more  than  the  above. 
The  cost  of  mannfacturing  eighteen  pounds  of 

wool  into  twenty  yards  of  eloib,  as  follows: 
'18 lbs.  of  wool  (bestcommon)  at  dOcts.    $9  00 
Carding,'  oiling,  &c.,  at  8  cents    -       -      J  44 
Spinning  at  14  cents    -        -        -        -      2  80 
'Weaving  at  8  cents     -        -        -        -      1  60 

^    Dressing  colored  black  ftt  32  cents      -      6  00 

t^l24 

Thiir  cloth,  three-quarter  yards  wide,  (cost  per 
yard  106  cents,)  is  thick  and  firm,  is  finer  than 
English  cloths  of  six-quarter  yards  wide,  sold,  at 
retail  stores,  at  $3  50  per  yard,  and  is  twice  as 
durable. 


U.'^Extraet  of  a  letter  from  WlUam  Whittemore, 
of  WeH  Cambri^Cj  to  the  CoUettor  of  Boston, 
dated  34/A  Ninfember,  1809. 

The  machinery  with  which  we  now  manufac- 
ture all  kiods  of  wool  aod  cotton  ^rds  that  have 
been  called  for,  were. in  vented  by  Amos  WbiUe- 
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more,  in  the  jrear  1797;  he  then  obtained  the  ex- 
cJusire  privilege  of  using  said  machines,  by  let- 
ters patent,  for  fourteen  years.  Amos  Whitte- 
more  and  myself  were  jointly  concerned  in  the* 
first  machines  that  were  built,  and  are  still  the 
sole  proprietors  of  the  patent.  Congress,  at  their 
last  Winter  session,  extended  the  patent  fourteen 
years,  by  a  special  act.  We  have  fifty-five  of 
those  patent  machines,  thirty-seven  of  which  are 
now  in  use;  these  machines,  with  the  other  ap- 
paratus necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  to  its 
present  extent,  bate  cost  us  about  forty  thousand 
dollars.  We  have  now  employed,  in  the  factory, 
upwards  of  forty  hands;  we  manufacture,  weekly, 
one  hundred  and  eighty  dozen  pair  of  hand  cards, 
and  two  hundred  square  feet  of  cards  for  the 
woollen  and  cotton  factories,  which,  together, 
amount  xo  about  two  thousand  dollars.  Had  it 
been  in  our  power,  the  past  year,  to  have  sup- 
plied ourselves  with  card  wire,  the  amount  of  the 
cards  manufactured  in  our  factory  would  hav^ 
exceeded  three  thousand  dollars  per  week;  for 
we  should  -have  had  all  our  machines  in-  use. 
The  building,  in  whicli  we  naw  carry  on  the 
business,  has  cost  us  ten  thousand  dollars ;  fifty 
thousand  dollars,  at  least,  is  necessary  for  a  capi- 
tal to  carry  on  the  business  to  the  extent,  exclu- 
sive of  buildings  and  machinery.  ,We  have  been 
obliged  to  make  great  ^ticrifices  to  obtain  money 
to  enable  us  to  carry  on  the  business,  so  as'  to  be 
able  to  answer  the' demand  for  cards;  our  moneyed 
institutions  hav^  afibrded  but  little  support  to^do- 
mestic  manufactures.  The  wire  is  the  only  art- 
icle necessary 'to  the  manufacture  of  cards,  but 
what  our  own  country  produces,  and  that  might 
be  manufactured  here  as  good,  and  nearly  as 

.  cheap,  as  in  England.  We  have  so  far  satisfied 
ourselves  (by  experiment)  that  nothing,  but  wait 
of  capital)  has  prevented  us  ixom  setting  up  that 
business.  The  iron  made  on  Lake  Cham  plain 
is  found  to  be  as  good  for  wipe,  if  not  superior,  to 
any  ever  imported.  ,The  wire,  to  supply  our 
factory  one  year,  will,  in  England, cost  aoout  fif- 
teen thousand  dollars,  and  the  expenses  of  im- 
porting about  ten  per  cent.,  (it  being  free  of 
daty ;)  perbans  about  the-saioe  qujEintity  is  u^ed, 
annually,  in  the  other  card  manufactories  in  the 
United  States.  There  is  no  doubt  in  my  mind, 
from  the  observations  made  since  I  have  been  in 
the  manufacturing  business,  that,  had  the  same 
support  been  afforded  manufacturers,  generally, 
that  has  been  1o  trade  and  commerce,  our  man- 
ufactories, at  this  tiqie,  would  have  been  carried 
on  much  more  extensively,  and  would  have  gen- 
erally afibrded  a  profit  to  those  concerned.  &tnce 
the  obstructions  to  our  foreign  trade,  the  manu- 

'  factories  of  our  country  have  increased  astonish- 
ingly ;  the  demand  for  wool  and  cotton  cards,  the 
present  season,  has  been  twice  as  great  as  it  has 
been  any  year  pre<;eding.  Since  the  receipt  of 
your  letter,  my  time  has  been  so  constantly  occu- 

ried  with  the  concerns  of  the  manufactory,  that 
have  not  been  able  to  make  out  any  statement 
of  it  before.  I  have  endeavored  to  give  a  general 
description  of  our  manufWctory ;  time  would  not 
permit  me  to  be  more  particular. 


WoBCBSTsa,  I^ovember  29, 1809. 

Sib:  Having  invented  a  cheap  and  limple 
method  of  manufacturing  wood  screws  from  iroo 
wire,  I  obtained  a  patent  for  the  same  from  the 
United  States,  ii;  July  last,  and  finding  it  a- 
tremely  difficult,  by  any  means  within  my  power, 
to  obtain  wire  of  suitable  sizes,  I  was  induced  to 
attempt  the  manufacturing  of  it ;  and.  as  a  neeet- 
sary  appisndage,  to  connect  this  business  wiik 
that  of  screw  making,  the  process  being  jm>  easy 
and  simple  that  two  men  of  common  capacitf 
can  manufacture  from  rods,  about  the  size  of 
common  nair  rods,  three  hundred  weight  of  u* 
sorted  acrew  wire  per  day ;  in  the  same  timet 
man,  with  two  boys,  can  make  from  the  wire 
twenty  gross  of  screws  of  a  quality  very  mock 
superior  to  those  usually  imported.  The  ex- 
pense of  c^onstrucUng  screw  machines  upon  tie 
principles  of  my  patent  is  small,  and  the  capiul 
now  employed,  (the  business  bdng  yet  in  iuii- 
fancy,)  but  in  one  year,  with  the  capital  lean 
command,  it  would  be  in  my  power  toereeiis 
many  machines  as  would  enable  me  to  sopdf 
the  United  States  with  that. article,  and  of i 
quality  much  superior  to  any  ever  imported, aod 
at  as  low  a  rate  as  are  now  paid  for  those  im- 
ported of  an  inferior  quality. 

The  manufacture  of  iron  and  brass  wire  faas 
been  ^often  attempted  within  the  United  States 
with  success,  ana  can  be  carried  on  to  a  rerf 
great  extent ;  but  all  the  undertakers,  io  coose- 
quenqe  of  foreieo  Wire  being  imported  free  of 
duty,  have,  without  exception,  abandooed  the 
business;  if  I  depended  on  foreign  wire  for  tlie 
manufacturing  of  screws  I  should  not  be  an  ad- 
vocate for  a  duty  on  it;  but,  as  I  make  mf  own 
wire,  its  free  importation  does  not  affect  me,  as 
relates  to  the  quantity  appropriated  to  that  par- 
ticular use;  but  it  very  seriously  afiectsmeiot 
much  more  enlarged  and  extensive  point  of  riev; 
but  if  a  duty  of  15  or  20  per  cent.,  ad  valorem,  ww 
laid  on  the  importation  of  foreign  wire,  the  cape 
tal  within  the  control  of  the  company,  now  iBl^ 
rested  with  me  in  this  business,  would  enable  oe 
immediately  to  extend  m]t  machinery  to  am^- 
nitude  sufficiently  extensive  to  meet  ^^^  ^ 
sumption  of  coarse  wire  within  this  State,  i^ 
manufacture  of  card  wire  also,  of  which  there  b 
a  great  consumption  within  the  United  Stat^ 
could  be  made  to  equal-  advantage,  and  woau 
follow  in  course  on  aecoiuat  of  the  denund  ftf'^ 
provided  manufacturers  were  aided  bv  theabore* 
mentioned  duty  on  foreign  wire;  bat  if  t^ 
should  extend  their  works,  ahticipating  that  o- 
couragement  from  Government,  and  it  ahowj 
not  be  feiven,  they  would  suffer  great  Ion  w 
disappointment; 

The  maileabilitf  of  the  American  iron  mj^ 
the  United  States  perfectly  independent  of  v^ 
other  countries  for  that  first  of  all  raw  mttem 
and  it  is  only  by  the  patrbpage  of  Congress  tW 
industry  and  the  arts  can  be  so  extensiveif  eo* 
tivated  as  to  take  the  greatest  advantage,  QOtooV 
of  this  arttcie«  but  of  other  raw  materials  wM 
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the  great  resoarces  of  our  comtrr  fiiniisli.  The 
^railing  spirit  of  enterprise  at  toe  preeeat  time, 
m  the  exertion  and  extemioo  of  manufaetariog 
-eBtablishAents^  is  much  owing  to  the  measures 
heretofofe"  adopted  by  CbverniDent;  and  I  fed 
eonfident  that  few  artidee  can  be  made  in  this 
conn  try  to  so  great  an  adrantaffe  as  iron  wire, 
and  that  no  sumeient  reason  can  m  adduced  why 
this  article  should  be  exempt,  from,  duty  more 
than  many  others,  to  the  partieuUif  ftod  tery 
^eat  injury  of  our  own  citizens.  I  am,  iiowever, 
much  encouraged  to  hope  that  the  measure  Qov- 
«mmeBt  now  appeal  tp  be  taking,  will  he  efl^eni 
in  patrooieing  the  rery  krail^bk  exertions  of  its 
«itiaeas  in  thb  produetfon  of  articles  indtspene- 
mb^  to  our  necessities,  and  es{)ecially  those  that 
ara  prodoced  from'  the  raw  laaterials  of  our  own 
eoootry.  . 

And  the  only  patronage  required  in  this  bUsi- 
Jiess  is,  that  the  article  of  iron  wire  should  be 
aubjected  to  the  same  duty  that  other  articles  of 
•ron  maonftietttrers  are  aubjeoted  to  when  im* 
ported  from  €keat  Britain^ 

I  am,  moet  reepaotfally,  sir,  your  meet  obadieat 
amd  very  hamble  serrast, 

AB£L  STOWfiLL. 

Hon.  HanRY  DbahborN)  Ssq. 


Dye-stuff  and  trimmii^-       -       •       68^ 
Making  and  finishing       -       -       -    1  50 
Sundries  •       -       -       -       -       25 


Net  profit 
SeU  for 


$5  9; 


5  931 
1  06} 


$7  00 


I  am  satisfied  that  wire  of  all  kinds  can,  and 
'Would  very  soon  be  manufactured  in  this  neigh- 
"borhood,  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of  the. 
United  States,  if  a  duty  should  be  laid  on  im- 
ported wire  equal  to  what  is  paid  on  foreign  art- 
icles generally.  If  Congress  should  deem  it  ex- 
pedient to  lay  a  duty  on  wire,  I  have  good  reason 
for  believing  that  a  considerable  capital  would 
1)0  immediately  vested  in  the  manufactory  of  that 
article. 

H.DEARBORN. 

P.  S. — The^  wood  screws .  manufactured  by 
Stowell,  and  jbose  concerned  with  him,  are  su- 
perior in  qualify  to  imported  ones^  and  I  pre* 
suqae  that  there  is  no  doubt,  in  the  minds  of  those 
who  have  become  .acquainted  with  the  facility 
with  which  they  are  now  made,  but  that  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  will  be  made  for  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  if  suitable  encouragement  is  af- 
forded by  the  Government  for  the  manufacturing 
of  wire. 

p.  D. 

Kr^SUUement  of  a  nuu/iufacture  at  Albany,  "' 

Capital,  tBjOOO ;  workmen,  20. 

Nvmber  of  hats  annually  made^  at  $7. 1,600; 
St$9,  l,300;at|l,a,000.    Total,  6,400.  ' 

Value  of  hau  annually  made,  819,600 ;'  value  of 
l^retgn  tfoods  and  materials  annually  need,  $900. 
Profit  15  to  20  per  eear. 

AUmoraadum  by  a  eourUry  Hatter ,  in  the  Statfi 
of  New  York 

raUBAffS. 

Raeooi,  8  ouaoet     -       -       -       r  $2  50 
BaaTer,  I  oiuiet       -       -       -       -    1  00 


,    KAPpan  HATS,  viasT  Qvjjdtr. 

Wool,  5  ounces        -       -  -  -  90  20 

Racoon,  1  ounce      -        -  -  -  31  ' 

Muskrat,  1  ounce  '   -  '    -  -  •>  50 

Dye-stuff  and  trimmings  -  -  -  66^ 

Making  and  finishing       -  -  -  1  36 

Sundries  -       -       -       -  -  -  12J 

$8  07 

Net  profit     -       -       -       .       -    1  98 

Sell  for         -       r       -       -       >S5  00 

HA.PPSD  BATS,  BB4}dHB  Q^ALRT.' 

Wool,  7  ounces        -       -  -  -  ^0  28 

Muskrat,  1 6unce     -       -  -  -       50 

Dye-stuff ahd  trimmings*  •  -        68| 

Making  and  finishing       -  -  -    1  25 

,Sun4ries-        -        -        -  -  -        12f 

'       '    .  *   $2  84 

Net  profit      -       -        -        -        -    1  16 

Sell  for         ,  '    .        .        .        .$4  00 


KIT  pBorrr. 


On  fine  hats  -  -  -  - 
On  napped  hats,  first  quality  - 
On  napped  hats,  second  quality 
On  felt  hats     -       -       -       - 


-$1  06 

-  1  93 

-  1  16 

-  60 


BoaT{>v/September  25, 1809. 
With  two  brothers,  I  am  interested  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  cut  nails.  We  have  an  establishment 
at  MaldeUf  five  miles  from  Boston,  where  we 
have  in  operation  tWenty-two  patent  machines 
upon  J.  Reed's  plan  of  cutting  and  heading  with 
the  same  operation.  We  are  also  interested  in 
two  establishments  upon  the  same  plan  in  the 
yioinity  of  Philaftelpbia.  One  situated  on  Chester 
creek,  where  we  have  ten  machines,  the  other  sit- 
uated on  French  creek,  where  we  are  preparing 
to  erect  twenty  machines.  The  three  manufac- 
tories, with  the  mill  streams^  buildings  and  ma* 
chinery,  necessary  for  that  purpose,  when  the 
French  creek  establishment  is  completed,  with 
two  rolling  and  slitting  mills  already  built,  will 
cost  ninety  thousand  dollars.  The  active  capital 
employed,  seventy-five  thousand  dollars.  With 
the  fifty-two  machines,  sixty  men  and  boys  are 
rendered  capable  of  manufacturing,  from  the 
nail  plates,  fifteen  hundred  tons  or  nails  per 
year,  end  by  multiplying  the  number  of  ma- 
chines, a  quantity  could  be  manufactured,  mora 
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thin  adequate  to  the  eon^iltnptioh  of  the  Unfited 
States,  more  especially  if  CoD|;r6ss,  daly  esti- 
maiiDg  the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  this-im- 
pcnrtant  branch  of  industry,  should  see  fit  to  grant 
a  drawback  on  exportation  somewhat  proportion- 
ate to  the  duty  paid  on  foreign  iron.    It  ^ould 
be  very  desirable,  and  encouraging  to  manu- 
facturers, if  permanent  reffulations  could  be  con- 
sistently adopted,  that  would  tend  to  render  che9p 
and  plenty  the  raw  maiertai,  and  that  would  dis- 
coarage  ioreign  importation.    Such  a  meaaure 
would  ffreatly  facilitate  domestic  manufactures ; 
it  would  divert  the  energy  and  enterprise  of 
wtealthy  men,  A'om  ordinary  pursuits;   oe  piro- 
duetive  of  the  welfare  and  interest  of  our  country ; 
whereas  only  temporary  regulations  tend  to  in- 
timidate.   The  encouragements  offered  by  Gov- 
ennneot,  whether  prohibitory  or  remunerative, 
should  at  least   be  co-extensive  with  the  time 
necessarily  required  for  the  erection  of  extensive 
works,  for  laborers  to  be  instructed*  and  for  the 
maou^ctured  article  to  find  a  market,  that  the 
manufacturer  tbay,  without  .distress,  be  enabled 
to  meet  his  current  expenses,  and  to  replenish  his 
stock  from  the   return  of  sajes;.  otherwise  the 
wealth  and  influence  of   foreign  cdtnpetition,' 
would,  by  long  credits,  and  by  purposely  fur- 
nishing a  surplus  of  cneap  inferior  articie9  at 
a  low  price,  not  only  retard,  but  impoverish, 
the  very  existence  of  any  infant  manufactory 
in  our  country.     If  the  foreign  manufacturer 
can  find  a  ready  sale  for  his  goods  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  at  cost  and  cbarses,  his  object  is 
gained,  the  manufacturing  profit  is  'secured,  and 
not  unJTrequently,  both  to  the  injury  of  the  con- 
sumer, and  of  the  American  manufacturer  3  to 
the  consumer,  because  the  cheapest  gooda  are 
eofaimonly  the  most  deceptive,  and  to  the  Amer- 
ican tnanufacturer^'by  an  unexpected  infltkx  of 
foreign  goods  in  his  line,  he  may  be  defeated  in 
his  calculations,  be  -suppianted  in  his  sales,  and 
compelled  to  warehouse  a  heavy  stock  of  finished 
goods  until  the  season  is  past  for  procuring,  to  ad- 
vantage, the  raw  mateflal  iodii^pensably  necessary 
tohisbtisiness.  Being  thus  situated,  he  must  either 
abandon  his  employment,  or  resort  to  the;pain«> 
fbl  alternative  of  sacrificing  hi^  finished  goods 
for  less  than  their  cost,  or  borrowing  money  upon 
usury,  to  replenish  his  stock  at  an  advanced  price, 
either  of  which,  to  a  moderiite  capitalist,  if  per- 
sisted in,  19  inevitable  ruin.    Bngiish  naiU,  the 
fine  drawn  excepted,  are  usually  made  of  inferior 
iron,  and  are  sometimes  transported  to  tikis  coun- 
try in  lieu  of  ballast,  almost  fVeight  f>ee,,and  sold 
for  cost  and  charges ;  and  their  hbops,  rods,  and 
nail  plates,  are  made  from  a  kind  of  unwroaght 
iron,  by  a  process  recently  invented;  and  when, 
the  latter  are  cot  into  nails  they  are  tender  and 
brittle,  hence  arises  a  prejudice  against  all  cut 
nails,  the  consumer  being  ignorant  of  the  cause; 
but  cut  nails,  made  of  Russia,  Swedish,  or  Amer- 
can  iron,  are  a  good  substitute  for  hammered 
nails,  and,  in  fact,  have  the  preference  with  most 
people,  for  the  following  reasons,  viz :  on  account 
of  the  sharp  corners  and  true  taper  with  which 
cut  nails  are  formed,  it  may  be  driven  into  harder 


wood,  witbont-beodUng  or  tM-eakiog^  w  haxard  tf 
splitting  the  wood,  by  whieh  the  labor  of  bortig 
is  saved,  the  nail,  one  way,  betng  of  the  same 
breadth  or  thiokness  from  head  to  poiat  A  hm- 
ment's  recurrence  to  the  origin  of  Oiis  art,  and  to 
its  rapid  progtess  within  a  few  years  io  this^SliHL 
may  aoi  be  amisa  at  this  time.  By  the  eftot  of 
neeesMity,  in  the  tkne  of  the  Revohilioo,  cat  naik 
were  first  made  of  the  rusly  boopsvof  old  caski, 
and  were  as  worthless  as  the  materials  of  wbick 
they  were  made;  buc^  after  the  introduetieiof 
rolling  and  slitting  milJa  tato  the  State,  diH 
plates  of  new  iron  wete  eniiBiitated  iasteadof 
rusty  hoopa,  yet  naiist  w«ie  for  some  tinu  latira- 
iactur^  in  a  very  Imperfeet  mann^  }  at  prooa 
it  18  otherwtae.  There  are  now  tn  this  viciai^ 
extensive  nail  nMuaufottorieS)  whh  osefol  m* 
chinery  for  the  saving  of  labor,  and  the  bouMa 
is  better  underatoeid  and  cond acted,  aod  the  qual- 
ity of  cut  «ail0  is'so  much  im^^ved,  that  link 
seems  to  be  wanted  in  order  to  saeeess,  bet  tk 
proteotian  and  patronage  of  QeveimncoL  fijrtk 
best  information  I  can  obtain,  I  iad  that,  oa  to 
avevage  of  the  hist  three  years,  the  qaaatiiy  of 
nails  and  brads  manufaeiared  withia  the  Bisir, 
may  be  cotti  paled  at  no  less  than  two  tboosud 
tons  per  year,  of;whioh  ahaat  aeaenteen  bmtdnd 
and  fifty  tons  have  been  cut,  the  residue  haa- 
mered. 

The  foreign  relations  of  our  country,  forsoae 
years  past,  have  been  so  contingent,  that  the  price 
of  iron  has  been  fluctuating  between  aiaetf-life 
and  one  hundred  and  forty  dbllars  per  ton,  while 
the  consumption  of  nails  has  been  dimioisbiof, 
and  of  course  the  demand  for  them ;  and  ootwiii- 
standing  foreign  nails  have  been  prohibited,  jret 
the  quantity  on  hand  when  the  prohibition  eon- 
menced,  added  to  the  quantity  since  maooAc- 
tured  in  the  United  States,  with  a  grett  dimioo- 
tion  of  ex|)orts,  has  left  no  chance  for  then  tome 
in  proportion  to  the  rise  of  the  raw  tnateriat.  The 
manufacturer's  profit  is,  therefore,  less  ihtnit 
was  prior  to  the  rise  on  iron.  During  the  prff- 
ent  contest  with  Great  Britain,  both  the  Freoeh 
and  Spanish  coloiiies  in  America  and  the  Wat 
Indies  have  received  considerable  supplies  of  mSs 
from  the  United'Stat^.and  particularly  ootoaib, 
which  they  preferred  for  tnany  purpose?.  Rrf* 
^rence  to  the  cnstom-hodse  books  will  probablf 
show  the  difference  between  the  imports  tod  ex- 
ports, and  the  result,  the  expediency  or  ioexpe^ 
ency  of  encouraging' t^y  drawback,  the  exportaiieo 
of  them. 

In  the  event  of  a  peace  in-  Bord^aiid  if(<< 
trade  between  Great  Brtuin  and .  the  S^^ 
colonies,  the  former,  perhaps^  could  sapplaattk 
Americaa  fupply  of  this  article  in  the  mafbtsot 
the-  laner,  were  net  Congress  to  grant  soiie  <b* 
couragement,  either  by  draw4)ack  or  booat^*^ 
the  exporter. 

The  fact  is,  that  American  iron,  altboQgb  the 
ore  is  excellent,  is  birought  to  marltet  and  aoWit 
an  unfinished  state.  ^  It  is  npt  suffieieady  bam- 
mered  to  be  sound ;  audit  is  hammered  in  a  ti<t« 
so  cold,  that  the  seams  and  craoka (of  which  tbere 
are  lAany)  do  not  cloae  and  awid;     The  iron 
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therefore,  lo  the  worker  or  consnmer,  f»  Worlh 
less  hj  ten  dollars  per  ton,  thin  iron  finished  in 
the  style  of  Russia  or  Sweden,  And  this  is  not 
^11 ;  fpr  th6  ends  of  the  bars  of  American  iron  are 
80  unsound, that  they  are  only  fit  for  snap  iron, 
and  in'fact'are  cot  otf  and  sold  as  such  by  the 
manufactnrer,  who  pays  fulfjprice  for  them — ^los- 
ing  thereby  fiye  dollars  and  twenty-five  cents, 
besides  loss  sustained  by  transportation  and  fre- 
•quent  handling.  This  being  the  case,  and  the 
manufacturer  not  beins^  disposed  to  a  reform,  I 
should  he  sorry  to  be  left  in  their  hands,  or  be  sub^ 
Ject  to  tbeir  pleasure,  so  much  as  (  would  be,  if 
our  Government  would  adopt  any  effectual  meas-' 
lires  to  prevent  the  importation  of  iron,  under  the 
misiaken  impression  tbat  our  country  is  at  pre»- 
^nt  capable  of  producing  a  sufficient  quantity  for 
Its  own  consumption.  Anything  that  would  tend 
permanently  to  advance  the  price  of  iron,  by 
increasiog  tne  demand,  would  tend  to  increase  its 
inferioritv  in  point  of  intrinsic  value;  for,  when 
sny  article  in  our  markets,  of  home  raanura<fture, 
produces  the  highest  prite,  and  is  in  demand,  ii 
js  frequently  hurried  offhand  in  a  very  unfinished 
and  slovenly  mapner — evea  in  such  an  imperfect 
state  as  would  not  in  common  times  sell  at  any 
price.  It  is  therefbre  necessary  that  our  country 
'st^ould  be  protected  from  impositions  of  this  kino, 
and  that,  instead  of  prohibiting  the  importation 
of  iron,  (as  some  would  have  it,)  it  should  con- 
tinue to  be  encouraged.  Until  we  can  be  supplied 
^t  home,  with  less  hazard.  These  occasional 
remarks  you  can  think  of,  and,  if  proper,  use  them 
to  advantage. 


M. 


Boavoif,  AuguM  13, 1B&^ 
The  importance,  in  Massachusetts,  of  nail  ma- 
'Ohinery,  and  all  that  relates  to  rolijng  and  slif- 
tiiig  miUs,  with  whieh  naif  roachinerf  is  imme- 
diately connected,  reqtn'res  that  a  particdiar  ac- 
eoont  should  be  given  of  them. 

In  old  countries,  nails  are  f6rged;  he^,  they 
4irecvt,  and  it  is  ourions  to  trace  the  progress  of 
American  ffenius  through  the  irariofH.  steps  of 
this  inrention.  Twenty  years  ago  some  men, 
BOW  unknown,  and  then  obscure,  began  by  cut- 
ting slices  ont  of  old  hoops,  and  by  a  common 
▼i<5e  griping  those  pieces,  headed  them  with 
aeveral  strokes  of  the  hammer.  Ghadually.  slit- 
tint  mills  were  built,  and  the  shears  and  the 
beading  tools  were  perfected;  yet  much  labor 
and  expense  were  requisite  to  make  nails.  In  a 
Htrie  while,  Jacob  Perkins,  Jonathan  Bills,  and  a 
l^w  others,  put  into  execution  the  thought  of 
cratting  and  of  heading  nails  by  watery  but,  more 
kiteiit  upon  their  machinery  than  upon  their  pe- 
-eaniary  affairs,  they  were  unable  to  prosecute  the 
business.  At  diflRsrent  times,  different  men  have 
spent  (brtvnes  in  improvements,  and,  it  may  be 
isaid  with  truth,  more  than  a  mrllion  of  dollars; 
bot  at  last  these  joint  effbrts  are  crowned  with 
-Complete  success,  and  we  are  now  able  to  manu- 
iaolure,  at  about  one-third  of  the'  expenses,  that 
^mroufht  nails  can  be  mannfaetured  fbf,' nails 


which  are  superior  to  them  for  at  least  three* 
fourths  of  the  purposed  to  whieh  nailsare  applied, 
and  which,  for  seven-eighths  of  those  purposes, 
are  a^  good:  The  machine  made  use  of  bj  Odi- 
orne,  that  lately  invented  by  Jonathan  Ellis,  and 
a  few  others,  present  very  fi;ie  specimens  of 
American  genius. 

To  northern  carpenters  it  is  well  known  that, 
in  almost  all  instances,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
bore  the  wood  b^ore  driving  a  cut  nail;  aR 
that  is  required  is  to  place  the  cutting  edge 
of  the  nail  across  the  grain  of  the  wood.  It  h 
also  true,  that  cut  nails  will  bold  better  in  the 
wood.  These  qualities  are,  in  some  instances, 
worth  twenty  per  cent,  of  the  value  of  the  article^ 
which  is  equal  to  the  whole  expense  ofmannfao- 
turin?  it:  For  sheathing  and  drawing,  cue  nails 
are  full  as  good  as  wrought  nails ;  only  in  one 
respect  are  the  best  wrought  nails  a  little  sope^ 
Hot  to  cut'  nails,  and  that  is  wliere  it  is  necessarf 
they  should  be  clinched;  The  manufacture  of 
cut  nails  was  born  in  onr  own  country,  and  has 
within  its  bosom  advanced  ihroogh  all  the  vari- 
ous stages  of  inAincy  to  manhood,  and,  no.donht, 
we  shall  be  soon  able,  by  receiving  proper  etH 
conra^ement,  to  render  them  superior  to  wrought 
bails  in  every  particular. 

The  principal  business  of  rolling  and  sltttiog 
mills  is  rolling  nail  plates:  Th^y  also  serve  to 
make  nail  rods,  hoops,  tires,  sheet  iron,  and  sheet 
copper.'  In  this  State  We  have  not  less  than 
twelve,  rit: 

At  Dover,  one  owned  by  the  Boston  iron  si^d 
nail  factory,  whieh  is  composed  of  Jnbn  and 
Samuel  Welles,  and  R.  Wbitinj^: 
'  At  Plymouth,  one  owned  by  Samuel  Spear,  W. 
Davis,  and  Nathaniel  Russell. 

At  bover,  Beverly^  A mesbnry,  one  each,  all 
Incorporated  companies,  owned,  in  part,  I  pre- 
Kume,  by  lyUliam  Oray,  Samuel  Ghray,  and  Os- 
good. 

At  Newton,  one  owned  by  Rufbs  BUlis,  Qene- 
Val  Bllfot  and  others. 

At  Norton,  one. 

At  Taunton  three,  owned  bf  Leonard  aqd 
Crocker  and  others. 

At  Bridgewater,  tt^. 
*  These  mills  coujd  roll  and  slit  7,000  tons  of 
iron  a  year.    Ther  now,  it  is  presumed,  roll  and 
slit,  each  year,  aoout  3,500  tons,  ^400  tons  of 
which  prolmbly  are  cut  up  inifo  nails  and  bra^. 

These  3,500  tons  sell  for  as  much  as  $700;000, 
and  we  may  call  American  labor  and  propt  three- 
fifths  of  it,  when  foreign  iron  is  employed,  and 
th«  w^ole  of  it,  virhen  our  iron  Is  made  Use  of. 

It  is  useless  to  observe'  that  the  consumption 
of  ctrt  nails  ha?  increased  in  proportion  as  their 
manufacture  has  been  brought  to  perfection.  As 
late  as  ten  years  ago  it  was  very  small,  and  the 
increase  has  been  much  less  rapid  tbap  it  would 
have  been  had  the  rivabhip  of  f6reign  nails  not 
stood  in  the  way. 

The  English  iron  imported  into  this  cootltnr, 
'  either  in  bars  or  in  nail  plates,  or  in  nail  rods, 
or  in  hoops,  is  not  good  for  anything,  nor  are 
tires  manufactured  with  it  of  any  use*    Out  of 
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the  ore  thej  roll  the  iroa  into  bars,  without  batn- 
meriDg  it,  which  sayes  them  much  expense ;  but 
the  coDsequenee  is,  that  although  the  ore  be  f^ood, 
aad  although  the  iron  looks  well,  ^t  it  is  not 
compact  at  all ;  has  no  strength,  and  good,  as  the 
razors  of  Peter  Pindar,  "to  sell  but  not  to  use." 
The  fact  is,  the  British  neyer  employ  it  in  their 
own  country,  nor  can  a  man,  while  he  is  buying 
a  hoop,  or  a  tire,  or  a  cut  nail,  distinguish  whe- 
ther it  was  n^de  out  of  fin^lish  iron.  To  pre- 
yent  this  species  of  iraud  it  is  necessary  that 
Goyernment  should  prohibit,  entirety,  the  im- 
portation of  English  oar  iron,  nail  plates,  nail 
rods,  &c.  This  will  also  encourage  tbe  manu- 
facture of  our  own  iron.  At  particular  times 
America  has  been  filled  with  the  refuse  of  Bag: 
lish  jpails  and  brads,  and  then  the  American 
manufacturer  has  beten  obliged  to  stop  his  works 
aad  subject  to  losses,  and  the  consumer,  de- 
eeiyed  by  the  name  of  English  nailsj  has  bought 
this  refuse  greatly  to  his  injury.  It  is,  therefore, 
highly  important  to  prohibit  tbe  importation  of 
finglish  nails  and  brads  of  all  the  kinds  which 
ULif^  be  replaced  immediately  by  American,  and 
this  incliraes  all  except  fine  drawn  nails,  upon 
which  an  extra  duty  or  on6  cent  per  pound  might 
be  placed,  and  if  no  part  of  this  extra  duty  were 
drawn  back^  it  would  by  thus  much  encourage 
the  exportation  of  Ajnerican  nails. 

Nor  can  the  Legislature  be  restrained  from  pro- 
hibiting foreign  nails  pind  bi^ds  by  ^  fear  that 
the  American  manufacturers  will  be  unable  to 
furnish  tbe  quantity  wanted ;  for  almost  imme- 
diately they  could  manufacture  half  as  many 
again  as  they  now  do,  and,  in  six  months,  could 
iacrease  this  to  any  quantity  desired ;  aoris  it  to 
be  feared  that  the  prices  wiU  be  advanced  by  mo- 
nopoly, as  the  difierent  patent  rights  of  imprpred 
sail  machinery  ai^  owned  by  a  great  many  indi- 
Tidaals  totally  disconnected,  and  as  some  pretty 
good  machines  are  common  to  all.  It  is  abo  well 
to  atate^  in  addition,  that  cut  nails  have  been  ex-^ 
ported  in  considerable  quantities,  and  gone  to  a 
cood  market.  Whilst  they  were  not  so  well  made, 
tn?y  were  sold  in  foreign  ports  without  a  profit. 
In  Havana,  and  in  many  other  places,  they  now 
actually  prefer  4c2.  cut  nails  of  a  good  quality  to 
the  best  English  nails  with  yirhich  they  have  usu- 
ally been  supplied.  I  cannot  leave  this  subject 
without  addinff  one  word  more  about  English 
iron.  It  may  be  the  pUn  of  tbe  English,  when 
selling  it  to  us,  to  bring  into  discredit  American 
cut^aails  and  other  American  manufactured  arti- 
cles. Unfortunately  a  great  proportion  0/  those 
articles,  and  especially  cut  nails,  has  been  manu- 
factured out  of  that  iron,,  and  probably  it  ever 
will  be,  because  the  articles  cost  less,  look  full  as 
well,  and  sell  as  well  to  those  who  never  bought 
any  before.  It  in  almost  impossible  for  many 
people  to  distinguish  between  good  and  bad  cut 
nails,  and  some  are  led  to  prefer  giving  a  higher 
price  for  English  wrought  nails,  which  are  no 
better  than  cut  nails  manufactured  out  of  any 
iron  but  English*  I  have  already  observed  t^bat 
the  mills  in  Massachusetts  Could  oaanufftcture 
seven  thousand  tons  of  iron,  while  they  only 


manufacture  three  thousand  &ve  hundred  toiii» 
This  arises  mostly  from  the  rivalsbip  withimr 
ported  articles  of  the  same  kind— a  riTalshij/ 
which  the  LeeisLature  may  do  away  at  once. 

It  need  not  be  mentioDed  that  the  iron  maDH* 
facturers  have,  on  ej^portation,  an  equitable  right 
to  a  drawback  of  the  duty  on  imported  iroa. 

In  Massachusetts  originated  the  project  to  man- 
ufacture cut  nails,  and  there  it  has  first  beet 
brought  to  its  present  state  qf  perfectiop.  Lateir, 
manufactories  have  been  erected  to  a  coDsideralue 
extent  in  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  aod  Mary- 
land, and  unquestionably  they  will  rapidly  mol- 
tiply  there, .and  soon  be  spread  all  over  the  coqb- 
try,  if  the .  encouragements  are  giveii  by  ihe 
Legislature  which  are  suggested  in  this  sKclch. 
If  the  Legislature  should  determine  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  the  duly  on  iron  when  manufac- 
tured, it  might  be  well,  to  render  the  thing  more 
simple,  to  change  that  duty,  which  is  now  ad 
valorem,  into  a  specific  duty  by  the  pound.  Saf, 
for  example,  make  it  one  cent,  per  pound. 


.  Wrentham,  Od,  1, 1809. 
Strain  Bonnets. — This  business  commenced  is 
this  town  in  the  year  1801.  At  that  time,  the 
English  straw  bonnet  had  become  the  fashion- 
able out-door  head  dress  of  the  ladies  in  large 
towns,  who  are  allowed  always  to  take  tbe  leu 
in  the  fashions.  The  prices  deobanded  for  ihem 
were  so  great  as  to  prevent  the  farmer^s  dtofif 
ters  purchasing  them.  A  young  lady,  stimulated 
with  a  desire  to  appear  not  less  fashionable  ihaa 
those  who  were  better  able,  or  more  williof  to 
pay  an  extravagant  price  for  a  bonnet,  cooeeired 
that  she  mijsht,  with  her  own  ingenuity  lodm- 
dustry,;  fabricate  one  for  herself  equal  ia^itr. 
and  less  in  expense  than  an  ^glish  booDetwovd 
xost.  The  bonnet  was  soon  completed,  sad  lat 
thought  to  be  no  way  inferior  to  the  Eogllsl^ 
This  first  successful  effort  of  the  young  iadysopA 
commanded  customers,  who  were  furnished  viib 
bonnets  at  about  half  the  price  which  wasptid 
for  those  imported. 

The  demand  for  these  bonnets  increasing,  otb- 
ers  were  induced  to  try  their  ingenuity.  Thete 
small  attempts  were  generally  crowned  withsiM- 
cess.  la  a  lew  naonths  the  manufacture  of  boa- 
nets  exceed^  the  domestic  demand  for  tb«B> 
Tlie  surplus  were  enti^sted  to  the  care  of  amaa 
who  frequented'  the  market  at  Boston,  withtb^ 
cOmmpn  productions  of  the  cotmtry,  who  ita» 
such  teturivs  as  not  only  to  encourage  the  is^ 
adventurers  to  continue  the  business,  but,  (sift* 
duee  others,  also,  to  become  adventurers j  sotba^ 
at  the  end  of  one  year,  the  bonnet  business  bv 
become  an  important  article  of  traffic  in  ws 
vicinity.  Since  which,  the  business  has  acta- 
ally  increased,  and  the  oemand  for  hats  and  boa* 
nets  becomes  more  and  more  extensive.  Tbe 
principal  part  of  this  business  is  done  in  ^ 
towns  of  Wreivibana*  Franklin,  Medway,  Med- 
field,  Billingham,  Walpole.  3haron,  and  m- 
borough.  .Some  towns  in  tne  counties  of  Brit- 
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tttl  and  Woteester  ba?e  likewise  entered  inio  ibis 
bosicetMi*  This- concise  kiaiorjr  of  a  mantifao* 
tory  which  owes  its  com meq cement  to  mere  acci* 
dent,  may  not  be  ttninteresting  to  you,  in  whicji 
I  bate  beea  a  little  particular  to  show  from  what 
small  beginnings  an  important  article  of  mer- 
chandise may  be  produced.  Could  you  hare 
belieyed  that  the  annual  amount  of  straw  hats 
and  bonnets  made  in,  the  town  of  Wrentham 
aloi^e  is  equal  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars? 
This  I  suppose  to  be  within  bonnds.  For  the 
amount  in  the  o^er  towns  in  the  county  of  Nor*- 
folk,  tbovementioaedt  I  add  one  .hundred  thou^ 
sand  dollars  more.  This  sum  i%  perhaps,  much 
too  small.  Bristol  and  Worcester  maoufactute 
to  a  considerable  amount^  and  the  business  has 
eommenoed,  I  have  b^en  informed,  in.  the  other 
parts  ^f  the  State. 

It  is  to  be  understood  that  the  ^  above  sum  of 
two  hnndrd  thousand  dollars  is  exclusive  of  hats 
and  bonnets  made  and  worn  by  those  who  man^ 
ufacture  them.  These  bonnets  and  hats  are  ex- 
Pjorted  not  only  io  New  York,  Philadelphia^  Bal- 
timore, Virginia,  Nprih  Carolina,  Qharleston, 
South  Carolina^  Savannah,  and  New  Orleans, 
bat  to  several  of  the  West  India  islands. 


CAdE  OF  GIDEON  0LM8TBAD. 
[Comnranicated  to^the  Sentta/June  H,  1609.] 
To  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  .• 

Iq  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  P^nnsyivan^i,  I  transmit  to  Congress  a 
copy  of  certain  of  its  proceedings  communicated 
for  the  purpose  by  the  Goveroor  of  that^tate. 
JAMES  MADISON. 
JoNEi,  1809. 

Re$aluium0  of  the  Penn$^htmifk  AMembiif* 
Whereas,  the  Gkiveraor,  in  a  cammnnieation  to 
the  Lefislalure,  has  represeafed  that  the  Snpreaoe 
Court  of  the  United  Sttites  had  ordered  a  per- 
emptory mandamus  to  be  issued  in  the  sait  of 
Gideon  Ohnstead  ,  and  others  virtw  BUizabeth 
Sergeant  and  Esther  Waters,  executrixes,  of  the 
late  Mr.  Ritteahouse:  and  that  immediate  appU- 
eatioa  will  be  made  to  Riefaard  Peters,  judge  of 
tba  district  court  of  Pennsylvania,  for  an  exeou- 
tioD  against  the  persons  and  effects  of  the  said 
Riizal^h  Sergeant  and  BUther  Waters ;  or  that, 
rather  an  attachoient  for  their  .persons  will  be 
ibe  compulsory  procem  adopted  on  thb  occasioo ; 
and  that,  in  cooformity  to  the  provisions  of  an 
act  of  Assembly  passed  the  second  of  Aprifl,  1803, 
it  beoomes  the  duty  of  the  Executive  to  protect 
tbe  pro|»erty  and  persons  of  the  said  exeoatrises 
against  such  process:  and. whereas  the  causes 
•nd  reasons  which  have  produced  this  conflict 
between  the  Qeoeral  and  State  Governmeot^ 
ahoold  be  made  known,  not  only  that  the  State 
may  be  justified  to  her  sister  States,  who  are 
equally  interested  in  the  preservation  or  the  State 
rights,  but  to  evince  to  the  €k>Temment  of  the 
United  States  that  the  Legislature,  in  resisting 
encroachments  on  their  lights,  are  not  aetin^g  in 


a  spirit  of  hostility  to  the  legttinale  powers  of 
the  United  States  court,  but  are  actuated,  by  % 
disposition  to  compromise,,  and  to  guard  again9^ 
fiiture  collisions  of  power,  by  an  amendment  tc^ 
the  Constitution ;  and  that,  whilst  they  are  con- 
tending for  the  rights  of  the  StaUi  it  will  be  at* 
trtbated  to  a  desire  of  peserviag  the  Federal 
Qovernment  itself,. the  best  features  of  which, 
must  depend  upon  keeping  up  a  just  balance  be*^ 
tweea  the  Gtoaeral  and  State  'Qovernmeats,  aa 
guat^tied  by  the  Constitution. 
.  Be  it  therefore  known^  That  the  present  un- 
happy dispute  has  arisen  out  of  the  foliowing 
circumstances: 

That,  in  the  night  of  the  6th  of  September. 
1778,  Gideon  01mstead,beingaf>risoner  on  boara 
tiie  armed  sloop  Active,  bound  to  New  York^  on 
the  passage^  pretailed  on  three  of  the  seamen  to 
assist  him  in  endeavoring  .to  take^  the  said  sloop 
from  the  ca|t>lainand  the  rest  of  the  ere w,  and 
to  carry  her  into  an.  American  port,  la  pursa- 
aace  of  this  bold  and  haxaruous  design,  they  se- 
cured the  captain  and  crew  under  deck,  and 
contemplated  running  tbe  sloop  into  Egg  Har- 
bor: a  considerable  contest  then  arose  between 
those  uader,  and  ihoia  on  deck,  for  the  command 
of  the  vessel. 

On  the  8th  of  September  they  were  boarded 
by  the  brigantine  COTveatton^  fitted  ^ut  by  the 
State  of  rennsylvania,  commanded  by  Captain 
Thomas  Houston;  and,  in  a  very  abort  time  aftar 
the  sloop  Active  was  thaa  seixed  by  the  Convca- 
tton^  the  privateer  sloop  Lo  Gterard,  of  Philadel- 
phia, coB^maaded-by  Captain  James  Josiah,  kove 
m  sight. 

The  prise  was  brought  into. tbe  port  of  Phik- 
delpbia,  and  was  Hbeiied  in  the  Court  of  Admi- 
ralty of  the  State,  on  the  14th  of  Septamber. 
Oaptain  Thomas  Houston  for  the  State,  himself, 
and  CMW,  elaiiaed  oae-kalf }  Captaia  James  Jo« 
-siah,  eommander  of -the  privateer  sloop  Le  Qe- 
rard,  for  himself,  crew,  and  owners,  as  consort  of 
the  Convention,  and  as  in  sight^  at  the  tieae  of 
the  <  capture,  daiBMd  one*fourth,  allowing  one- 
fourth  for  the  four  persons  who  first  rose  upon 
the  orew  of  the  sloop  Active :  Gi^leon  Olmstead 
and  his  companions  claimed  the  whole.  aUeginff 
that  thev  had  risen  on  the  captain  and  crew^  had 
confined  them  in  the  cabin,  had  assumed  tbe 
sole  command  and  direction  of  the  sloop,  and 
were  proceeding  towards  Bgg  Harbor  with  the 
captairi  and  crew;  sab|ected  and  reduced,  when 
the  said  sloop  was  seized  by  the  brigantineCon- 
'  yention.  And  the  great  question .  for  decision 
^vas,  whether  GHdeon  Olmstead  had  subdued  tbe 
captain  and  crew  of  the  Active,  or  whether  hos- 
tilities had  ceased,  when  the  Convention  and  Le 
Getard  cfame  up  with  her  ? 

Tbe  Court  of  Admiralty  is  the  appropriate 
court  for  the  trial  and  decision  of  all  cases  6f 
prize.  But  how  that  court  shall  be  constituted, 
must  depnd  upon  the  will  of  the  nation  or  State 
to  which  it  belongs.  The  Legislature  are,  how 
ever,  inclined  to  believe,  that  the  interposition  of 
a  Jury  in  admtraky  causes  was  peculiar  to  sonie 
of  the  American  States,  and  a  remarkable  in* 
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stanee  t>f  a  dkfMriur^  from  th«  nssfo  of  natioos.  | 
it  was,  boweTer,  bottomed  on  tbe  ?d1  lowing  res- 
olation  of-Cangtess  of  November  25, 1775 :  tbat 
it  be  recommended  to  tke  seTeral  Legitlatures  in 
tbe  United  Oolonies,  ae  80oa«s  poet^le,  to  ereot 
oouHs  of  JQslice,  or  give  juEiadiettoa  to  the 
oiDOTts  BOW  in  being,  foi  tke  piirpose  of  determin* 
fOf -ooneernia^  the  aapturts  to  be  made  as  afore^ 
said,  and  to  proyi<ife  that  all  trials  in  sach  case  be 
bad  by  a  jary,  under  snob  t]tialtfieaiions^as  io-th« 
respective  Legislatures  shall  seem  expedients 
That,  in  all  cases,  an  appeal  shall  be  allowed  to 
tbe  Congress,  or  snob  persan  o#  persons  as  tbey 
shall  appoint  for  the  trial  of  appeals,  dbo. 

By  an  act  of  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
passed  September  9, 1778,  a  C5aart  of  Addiiralty 
was  established.  The  *^trial  utras  to  be  by  jury, 
who  were  to  ke  sworn  or  affirmed,  "  to  return  and 
gire  a  true  yerdict  according  to  efidenee ;  and 
the  finding  of  tbe  said  jury  shall  establish  the 
facts  without  re-examination  or  appeal." 

In  all  cases  of  capture,  an  appeal  from  ihe  de- 
cree of  the  judge  ot  admiralty  of  this  Slate  shall 
be  allowed  to  the  Continental  Congress^  or  such 
person  or  persons  as  tbey  may  from  time  to  time  ' 
appoiorfor  bearing  and  trying  appeals,  4kc* 

On  the  4th  of  November,  1778,  the  cause  came 
on  to  be  uted  before  a  struck  jury,  who,  after 
hearing  all  the  exhibits,  and  tbe  arguments  of 
the  respective  adToeates  thereon,  and  taken  time 
to  consider  thereof^  on  the  following*  day  neiurBed 
their  verdict,  finding  ome  fourth  pan  of  the  set 
pc^eedsc^  tbe  sloc^  Active  and  her  cargo  to  tke 
first  claknaats,  (Gtdeon  Olmatcad  and  others,) 
and  three  fourth  parts  of  the  net  prooeeda  of  the 
aatd  sloop  and  her  cargo  to  the  libeUaut,  (Cap- 
tai|i  Houston,)  moA  the  second  clatmant,  (Cap- 
tain Joeiah,)  as  per  agveement  between  them. 
The  fury  thns  decided  the  great  and  importaot 
fact  ^^  that  hostilities  had  not  ceased  on  board  the 
sloop  Active  at  the  time  the  brigantine  Conven- 
tioBcame  up^with  bar;  in  other  words, ihat  the 
captain  and  crear  had  not  been  <&eii  subdued." 
The  Judge  made  his  decreef  accordingly,  and  the 
same  day  GHdeon  Olmstead  and  the  three  sea- 
men appealed  from  the  verdict,  decree,  an^^scn- 
tenee. 

At  this  period  no  Court  of  Appeals  had  bean 
established  under  the  authority  of  Congress, or  in 
pursuance  of  the  Articles  of  Confederation  of  the 
9th  of  July,  1778.  But  committees  of  appeals 
had  been  m>m  time  to  time  appointed,  consisting 
of  members  of  Congress.  By  the  ninth  article 
of  confederation,  Congress  was  vested  with  powfr 
of  ^  appointing  courts  for  the  trial  of  piracies  and 
felonies  committed  on  the  high  seas,  and  estak- 
lishing  courts  for  receiving  and  determining 
finally  appeals  in  all  oases  of  captures,  provided 
that  no  member  of  Congress  shall  be  appointed  a 
judto^  of  any  of  the  said  courts." 

The  time  when  Pennsylvania  acceded  to  the 
Confederation  is,  perhaps,  immaterial  It  was 
not  finally  adopted  by  all  the  States,  and  ratified, 
until  the  Isi  of  March,  1781.  It  is,  therefore,  to 
be  presumed  that  the  Committee  of  Appeals,  as 
'  «ppdtnted'  by  Congress,  was  competent. as  to  au- 


thority, even  under  the  proviskm-of  our  own  law, 
as  no  objeotioa  appears  trtt  to  have  been  sag* 
g^sted  On  this  head. 

But  as  to  the  authority  or  extent  of  the  juria* 
diction  of  the  Committee  of  Appeals,  a  dffiereoce 
of  opinion  has  ariseh  among  the  wisest  and  beat 
informed  of  our  citizens;  and  this  questios,  of 
migbty  moment,  indeed,  has  agitated  all  Pmi- 
sylvanta  for  thirty  years.^ 

If  the  Committee. of  Appeals  had  atithority  to 
revise  facts  which  had  been  already  establtsdied 
by  the  verdict vof  a  jury,  there  wax  aa  end  of  tke 
question.  Their  decree  was  conclusiye  and  final; 
it  could  not  be  opened  or  reviewed ;  and  it  ought 
to  have  been  carried  into  efiect. 

But  Pennsylvania  has  uniformly,  by  all  ber 
public  acts,  denied  the  authority  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  to  re-examine  or  control  the  verdict  of 
the  jury.  The  decision  o(  a  State  is  alwmys  im- 
portant, and  of  infinite  weigbt  in  comparison  wiik 
mare  private  opinion.  An.assertion  of  her  right 
^was  an  obvious  consequence ;  and  an  atteflapc  u 
intertere  with  that  right  ejff  parte  cannot  fmti  ta 
cali  forth,  on  her  part,  feelings  of  the  decptrt 
regret. 

It  is  true  that  Congress,  with  the  apprt>tetioa 
and  acquiescence  of  the  people,  exerciaed  tke 
power  of  war  and  peace ;  and,  however  inaper- 
tect  their  aovareignty  might  have  beeft,  they  ad- 
minis^redjt  with  glory  and  advantagis.  to  the 
United  States.  It  is  equally  true  they  commus- 
sioned  privateers  to  cruise  against  the  enemy; 
and  to  thi?  high  power,  it  is  said,  the  question  of 
priz^  is  iocidental.  And  if  it  would  result  from 
this  that  they  had  power  to  establish  Couru  of 
Admiralty,  yet  it  is  equally  clear  they  did  nor 
exercise  this  power;  and,  by  the  Articles  of  Con* 
federation,  it  Was  not  vested  in  them,  but  merefy 
tbe  power  to  establish  a  Court  of  Appeals  in  i 


of  captUMs;  altkaugh,  by  the  satee  instfumeat^ 
they  had  power  '*  to  establish  aooiu  for  the  triai 
of  .pipaciea  and  feionies  upon  the  ki^  aeaa,  and 
the  right  of  establisbinf^  rules  £ar  daeiding^  ia  aU 
cases,  what  captures  oo*  land  or  watier  nhaii  be 
legal,  and  in  what  manner  prizes  taken  by  na- 
val or  land  forces,  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  divided  or  appropriated.^  Aad 
whatever  oonstractioa  might  have  been  had^  if 
the  decree  of  reversal  had  wen  in  the  court  estab- 
lished after  the  Coafedaration,  yet' in  1778  it  kad 
no  binding  force;  nor  did  they  profess  to  aai 
under  it.  Courts  of  Admiralty  for  the  trial  of 
captures,  or  the  prize  courts,  could  then  be  esiak- 
lished  only  by  the  respective  Stalee. 

CoBureas  recooraicnded  to  the  sevaial  Stales 
to  establish  Courts  of  Admiralty,  and  to  provide 
that  all  trials  in  suchease  be  had  by  a  jury;  under 
such  quaUfieations  as  to  the  respeotivo  LcttisfaK 
tures  shall  seem  moat  expedient,  resarriag,  in  idi 
cases,  an  appeal  to  Congress,  dbe. 

However  incidetital  the  qaestion  of  prize,  or 
cases  of  captures,  may  be  to  aoveeeigu  power,  ^e 
principle  cannot  iq[>ply,  iu  its  fall  estent,  to  tke 
imperfect  sovereignty  exercised  by  the  United 
Statesw  Their  authority  was  gradually  aequiwd 
by  the  consent  and  aeqoiesoence  of  the  Sta^ea; 
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«ld.  vktre  it  was  tfaos  aoqoirvd,  itie  czigeiwifs 
of  tae  new  famed  Union  requued  that  it  sboold 
be  deemed  le^^itimate,  though  neter  e^rtm^y  aa- 
Mvted  to.  The  power  of  establisfaiDg^  Courts  of 
Adniiraltf  ibey  never  uaaam^.  The  ioftreqoc^ 
Cberefore,  is  foreihle,  that  they  h»d  not  thefM>wer ; 
or  why  recoratnebd  to  the  States  to  establish 
Coorte  Of  Admiralty,  if,  by  vif  toe  of  their  newly 
acquired  sovereignty,  they  covld  themselves  have 
estabHsbed  t^iem  ?  If  tjhey  eoold  not  ereet  Co«rt» 
of  Admiralty  jarisdiction,  in  the  first  instance, 
they  could  not,  Without  the  consent  of  the  State. 
ereet  the  appellate  caurt.  The  State  which  es- 
tabHshed  the  Admiraftv  Court  must  likewise  pos- 
sess the  power  to  reguMte  the  appellate  jurisdio* 
ifod  from  its  decrees;  and,  by  the'  assent  of  the 
State,  the  appellate  jdrisdictipn  was,  at  their  own 
requiettioo,  giv^n  to  Congress,  where  the  interest 
and  safety  of  the  Union  re<}uired  it  should  he 
deposited,  but  under  certain  restrictions. 

The  Admiralty  Court,  being  tha  aaurt  of  ^11 
nations,  has,  bv  the  aea^  of  nations,  been  ao?^ 
etned  bv  the  rules  and  prtneiples  of  the  civH  law. 
It  has  always  proceeded  without  a  jury;  aiif]  from 
ita  decrees  on  an  appeal,  the  factsj  as  w^ll-  as  the 
law,  have  always  been  subject  to  a  re>*eiaraiiia* 
tlon.  But  when  Congress  recommended  the  de- 
otaioa  of  faots  in  that  ooart  by  a  jury,  strangely 
departing  PNym  the  usagcf  6#  nations,  the  conse* 

?[aence  inevitably  fodowed  that  the  fhds  tetab> 
ished  by  the  jury  could  never  be  re^esaaiined  on 
an  appeal.  The  farty  dissatisfied  migdt  have 
applied  for  a  new  trial;  but  chare  is-no  other  way 
of  reversing  the  faets  determiaed  by  a.jary. 
When,  therefore,  Congress  reeemmetided  that  the 
trial  in  saeh  eases  shoald  be  by  jury,  froas  the 
QOtforHi  coarse  of  proceeding  in  sucfh  trials,  it  is 
at  least  presamabK^  they  did  not  iaiead,  by  re- 
servfBg  ai»  appeal,^  that  the  (acts  should  be  re- 
examined ;  and  the  only  fair  ot  ooosistent  con- 
atroetida  would  be,  that  th«re  should  be  an  Appeal 
on  the  points  of  law  appearing  oa  the  record. 
That  sueh  was  the  intention  o?  the  Legislaiore 
of  Pennsylvania  is  beyond  doubt,  whea  they  de- 
clared *^that  the  findirtg  of  the  jury  shall  estab- 
lish the  fhcts.  withoat  re^xamiaation  ot  a^peqlf' 
and  although,  by  the  same  act,  they  gave  an  ap- 
peal to  Congress,  it  cannot  be  absurdly  supposed 
that  they  meant'  to  contradict  aad  destroy  the 
principle  they  had  at  the  same  instant  so  sol- 
entinly  detlared  and  adopted.  The  questioa  kseif 
to  be  tried  Was  a  mere  hot,  *^  Who  captured  the 
aloop  Active?"  The  jhry  decided  that  fact.— 
They  could  judge  of  the  circuaastaiKseS)  as  well 
as  the  ciedit  or  credibility  of  the  witnesses.  If 
their  deeisioti,  therefore,  was  not  to  be  conclusive, 
btit  to  be  open  to  a  re-examinatioOf  on  an  appeal, 
before  a  committee  of  Coagress,  in  the  shape  of 
a  Court  of  Appeals,  the  jury  trial  was  a  solemn 
iBocfcery,  eal6ulated  fbr  expense  and  trouble,  bat 
productive  of  no  goed.  In  the  ease  of  Eoss  aad 
Rittehhouse,  the  Chief  Jastioe  declared  *4hat  the 
getiios  and  spirit  of  the  eoouaon  law  will  not 
-suffer  a  sentence  of  the  lowest  cotMrt,  ft>uoded  on 
a  general  verdict,  to  be  controlled  or  reversed  by 
the  highest  juriMi^t^Bj  nnlesa^or  error  ia  mmu. 


ter  6t  law,  aj^p^rent  upon  the  face  of  the  record." 
And  the  same  Chief  Ju6ti<;e  was  also  of  opinion 
that  the  principle  was  forfeited  by  the  resolu- 
tion.of  Congress  of  January  15^  1780,  "that  the 
trials  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  should  be  accord- 
ing to  the  usage  of  nations,  and  not  by  jury." 
And  on  the'  31st  of  the  sume  month,  accordant 
with  this  resolution,  the  Legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania appear  to  have  been  vriUrng,  for  the  future, 
to  chaoga  (he  practice  '^  for  they  resolved,  "  that^ 
if  the  mode  of  trial  by  jury,  (in  cases  of  captures,) 
as  recommeaded  by  doogresi,  is  found  ioconve^ 
Bi^t  to  the  circumstances  of  the  United  States, 
as  being  avUiode  unknown  to  iQOst  of  the  civU- 
iaed  State?  of  Burqpe,  this  House,  is  desirous  of 
conforming  to  the  customary  practice." 

B^t,  noiwithftta^iog  this  mode  of  reasoning, 
the  Committee  of  Apn^s  undertook  to  re-exam- 
ine the  whole  case;  they  set  aside  the  verdict  of 
the  juvy,  reversed  the  sentence  of  the  Judge  of 
the  Admiralty,  and  decreed  the  whole  proceeds 
of  the  prize  to  the  appellants,  with  costs.  The 
Judge  of  the  Admiralty  refused  to  carry  this  de- 
cree into  effect ;  and,  on  the  28th  of  December, 
further  decreed  "that,  although  the  Court  of  Ap* 
peals  have  full  pbwer  to  alter  or  set  aside  the 
decree  of  the  judge  of  this. court,  yet  that  the 
finding  of  the  jury  ia  the  cause  does  establish  the 
facts  ia  the  cause  without  te-examination  or  aja- 
peal^aad,  therefore,  the  verdict  of  the  jury  stiU 
standing,  and  .being  in  full  forise,  the  court  can^ 
not  issue  aoy  process,  or  proceed  in  any  manner 
whatsoever  ooatradictory  to  the  finding  of  the 
said  jur^r ;"  and  he  ordered  the  money  to  be 
brouaht  into  court,  there  to  remain  ready  to^bide 
the  fiirther  order  of  the  court  therein. 

Here,  then,  began  the  great  contest  for  juris- 
diction. On  the  4th  of  January.  1779,  the  Com<- 
mittee  of  Appeals  issued  their  injilnction  to  the. 
marshal  to  detain  the  money  in  his  custody^  to 
wait  the  further  orders  of  the  court.  The  mar- 
shal, nDtwithstaading,  paid  the  money  to  the 
Judge  of  the  Adiniralty,  in  obedience  to  the  do- 
eree  of  that  cot^t.  The  Committee  of  Appeals 
would  proceed  no  fuslfaer,  bui  ordered  to  be  eik- 
temd  on  record  **that,  as  the  judge  and  marshal 
of  the  Conrt  of  Admiralty  for  the  State  of  Pena- 
aylvania,  had  absolutely  and,  respectively  refused 
obedience  to  the  decree  and  writ  regularlv  made 
ia,  and  issued  from,  this  court,  to  which  they^ 
and  eaeh  of  them,  were  and '  was  bound  to  pa^ 
obedieaee;  the  court  being  unwillinf  to  eRter 
into  any  proceedings  for  contempt,  lest  coosa- 
qaetices  might  eaeue.  at  this  juncture,  dangerous 
lo  the  publics  peace  ot  the  United  Statee,  will  not 
pccoaed  further  in  this  afiair^  nor  hear  any  ap- 
peal, iiatil  the  authority  of  this  court  shall  be  so 
sectkd  M  to  ffive  full  emoacy  to  their  decrees  and 
process ;"  aad  they  ordered  a  state  of  the  proceed- 
ings to  be  |>repared  that  they  might  lay  it  before 
engross.  On  the  21st  of  January  a  comqiittee 
was  appointed  by  Congress  to  examine  into  the 
prtnciplea  of  the  powers  of  the  Committee 'of 
Appeals,  and  the  causes  af  the  refusal  pf  the 
Judge  or  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  in  the  State  of 
PeBftaylvama,  to  efcciite  their  decrees  which 
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committee, t)n  the  6th  of  March  MiowiogyVe- 
ported  specially,  the  findiiig  of  the  tary,  ana  de- 
cree thereon,  the  reversal  tnereof,  the  reasons  of 
the  jadge,  and  act  of  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania, 
as  they  are  before  stated. 

Whereupon,  it  was  resolved,  "that  Congress,  or 
snch  person  or  persons  as  they  appoint!  to  hear 
and  determine  appeals  from  the  Cenrts  of  Admi- 
ralty, have,  necessarily,  the  power  to  examine  as 
well  into  decisions  on  facts  as  decisions  on  (he 
law,  and  to  decree  finally  thereon;  and  that  no 
finding  of  a  jury  in  anv  Court  of  Admiralty,  or 
court  for  determining  the  legatity  of  captures  on 
th^  high  seas,  can,  or  ought  to  destroy  the  right 
of  appeal,  and  the  re-examination  of  the  facts 
reserved  to  Congress. 

*  **Thal  no  act  of  any  one  State  can  or  ouj^t  to 
destroy  the  right  of  appeal  to  Congre^  in  the 
sense  above^  declared. 

'*That  Congress  is,  by  these  United^ Statee^  in- 
vested with  the  sovereign  supreme  power  of  war 
and  peace. 

"That  the  power  of  executing  the  law  of  irn^ 
tions  is  essential  to  the  sovereign  supreme  power 
of  war  and' peace. 

"That  the  legality  of  all  captures  on  the  high 
seas  must  be  demrmined  by  the  \kw  of  nations. 

^That  the  authority,  ultimately  and  finaliy,  to 
decide  on  all  matters  and  questions  toaehing  the 
law  of  nations,  does  reside,  and  is  rested  in  the 
sovereign  supreme  power  of  war  and  peace. 

"That  a  control,  hy  appeal,  is  necessary  in  or- 
der to  compel  >a  just  and  nnifbfm  execution  of 
the  law  pf  nations. 

"That  the  said^  control  must  extend  as  well 
over  the  decisions  of  juries  as  jud(^s,  in  courts 
for  determining  the  le^liij  of  captures  on  the 
sea  ;  otherwise  the  juries  would  be  possessed  of 
the  ultimate  supreme  power  of  executing  the 
law  of'  nations  in  all  cases  of  captures;  and 
might,  at  any  time,  exercise  the  same  In  such 
mannei'  as  to  prevent  a  possibility  of  being  con-^ 
trolled:  a  construction  which  involves  many' in- 
conveniences and  absurdities,  destroys  an  essen- 
tial part  of  the  power  of  war  and  peace  entrusted 
to  Congress,  and  would  disable  the  Congress  of 
ihe  United  States  from  giving  satisfaction  to, 
foreign  nations  complaining  of  a  violation  of  neu- 
tralities, of  treaties,  or  other  breaches  of  the  law 
ofnations,  and  would  enable  a  jtfry,  in  any  one 
State,  to  involve  the  United  States  in  hostilitief; 
a  construction  which,  for  these  ahd  many  other 
reasons,  is  inadmissible. 

^That  this  power  of  controlling^  by  appeal  the 
several  Admiralty  jurisdifetlons  of  the  States  has 
hitherto  been  exercised  by  Congress,  by  the  me- 
dium of  a  committee  of  their  own  membersr 

^^Resolted^  That  the  committee,  before  whom 
was  determined  the  appeal  from  the  Court  of  Ad- 
miralty, for  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the 
case  of  the  sloop  Active,  was  duty  constituted 
and  atrthorized  to  determine  the  same^ 

^Resolved.  That  the  said  eon^mittee  had  com- 
petent jurisdiction  to  make  thereon  a  final  de- 
cree, and  therefore  their  decree  ought  to'  be  car- 
ried into  execution."    And  they  l^ereupoD  re- 


quested the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  to  amoiat 
a  committee  to  eonfer  with  a  committee  of  Con- 
gress on  the  subject. 

If  the  reasoning -in  the  foregoing  resolatiou 
establishes  the  propriety  of  proceeding,  in  caaai 
of  Admiraltv  jurisdiction,  according  to  the  lav 
and  .usage  or  nations,  and  which  h  now  ibe  law 
of  the  land,  it  could  not  change  the  iaw  as  it 
then  stood ;  therefore,  could  have  no  e&cl  upon 
Pennsylvania,  tenacious  of  her  own  rights,  rest- 
ing upon  her  own  laws,  and  undersiaoiiiDg  as 
well  as  any  other  State  the  extent  of  the  power 
of  Con^Kss^  and  the  atithority  she  had  eooaeatcd 
to  vest  in  that  bo4y*  Committees  <were  appointed 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Congress,  but  every 
conference  was  inefiectoil ;  and  on  the  31st  Jan- 
nary,  1780,  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  Greneral 
Assembly,  the  following  decisive  instructioBs 
were  transmitted  to  the  Pennsylvania  delegation 
in  Congress: 

"  Qeii TUMfijf :  The  House  being  informed  that 
it  has  been  proposed  in>  the  honorable  Cooffreas 
that  an  order  be  drawn  On  the  Treasury  of  ibc 
United  States,  Ibr  the  amount  of  ibree-fourtka  of 
the  net  proceeds  of  the  sioob  Active  and  her  car- 
go, and  to  pay  the  same  to  Qideon  Oloiatead  and 
others,  appeUants  in  that  ease,  in  order  to^aatisfy 
the  dec^e  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  prizes 
made  at  sea,  and  that  the  same  be  charged  to  t^ 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  referring  said  State  for 
indemhificaiion  to  the  three-fourths  in  the  hands 
of  the  Judge  of  the  Admiralty  of  Pennsylvania. 

"The  House,  in^eonsequenoe  of  the  above,  have 
taken  the  premises  into  their  most  serious  consid- 
eration, and  adopted,  the  instructions  given  hy 
the  kst  Houae  of  Assemhlv,  (March  10, 1769,>  to 
a  committee  of  the  said.Heuse^  who  had  been 
appointed  to  confer  with  a  committee  of  Congress 
in  the  ease  of  the  sloop  Aetive;  which  instrae- 
tions  are  in  the  following  wfids: 

"^Resohedy  Ist.  That  the  power  of  establi^lag 
courts  for  receiving  and  determining  finally,  ap- 
peals in  all  eaaea  of  captures,  is  reserved  in  Con- 
gress by  (be  Articles  of  Confederation;  and  as 
the  Stale  of  Pennsylvania  has  acceded  to  thoM 
articles,  this  House  esteem  it  their  duty  to  adopt 
such'  regulations,  eonaiatent  with  the.  princifi^ 
of  the  Confederation,  as  Congress  mav  judge 
necessary  for  the  due,  exercise  U  the  said  power. 

^'Reiohed,  2d.  That,  by  an  act  of  this  Com- 
monweaith  for  establishing  a  Court  of  AdmiraUf, 
it  is  declared  and  enacted,  that  the  finding  of  the 
jury  shall  establish  the  lacu  without  re«examiaa- 
tioB  or  appeal,  ana  that  the  aet  is  not  repugnant 
to,  hut  consistent  with  the  resolutions  of  Congress 
Of  the.25lh  of  November,  1775. 

''Resolved,  3d.  That  the  proceedings  in  the 
Court  of  Admiralty,  in  the  case  of  the  sloop  Ae- 
tive, were  founded  upon  the  afore^id  act  of  Aa- 
semtiy,-  which,  together  with  the  said  resolve^ 
foirm  the  truie  ground  whefeupoa  the  decision  of 
the  contented  point  should  be  made,  without  in- 
volving a  eonsideration  of  the  necessity  or  pfo- 
prieiy  of  future  alterations. 

^  The  House  likewise  instruot  you  immediat^y 
to  infofm  the  btmoraUe  body,  of  whioh  you  are 
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avmbers,  tb«t  this  Htvne  will  eoasider  attyap- 
piieation'of  tke,  monejr  of  this  State,  by  CoogUBss, 
to  the  piurpose  aforcjiaid,  as  a  high  ipfriagemeDt 
on  the  honor  and  rights  of  the  ComrooD  wealth  of 
PeDBsylfaoia  $  and,  io  this  view,  will  complaia, 
in  an  especial  maDder,  of  those  delegatioas  which 
alMll  coDcor  io  any  yote  for  that  purpose,  to  the 
aeTtral  legislatiye  bodies  from  whom  they  re* 
apeetirely  derire  their  powers. 

"And  joQ  arefordier  instrneled  to  enter  a  pro- 
test, in  behalf  of  this  State,  that  we^Will  pay  no 
part  of  the  sum  which  Con^^ress  shall  award,  out 
of  the  Treasnry  of  the  United  States,  in*  conse- 
qnenee  of  the  decree  of  the  Coart  of  Appeals.^ 

^  We  also  instruct  you  to  infbrm  Coagress  that 
tiie  manif<9t  ri^ht  of  the  citizens  of  this  State  to 
the  beneit  of  us  laws  has,  some  time  since,  ob- 
tained from  the  authority  thereof,  an  order  for 
the  disf  ribtttion  of  the  three-fourths,  given  by  the 
Terdict  of  the  jury  io  this  case,  to  the  captains 
and  erews  of  the  brigantine  Conreniton  and  her 
eonsort. 

"  The  House  Tiews  with  astonishment  the  per* 
aevenmce  and  decision  of  Congress,  in  rolling. 
upon  this  State  an  embarrassment  created  by  the 
I       Croort  of  Appeals."   . 

**  Congress  reeommended  a  trial  by  jury  to  be 
intrddooed  into  the  Court  of  Admiralty i  The 
Aasembly  of  Pennsylyania  adopted  the  measure. 
\  A  jory,  in  the  case  of  the  sloop  Aeti?e,  founded 
then  verdict  upon  the  facta.  It  is  the  proper  bu- 
snaessv  and  the  strict,  right  of  juries  to  establish 
iiaets ;  yet  the  Court  of  Appeals  took  upon  them 
to  violate  this  essential  part  of  J4iry  trial,  and  to 
reduce,  in  effect,  this,  mode  of  jurisprudence  to 
tbeeodrseof  the  civil  law ;  a  proceeding  to  which 
the  Slate  of  Pennsylvania  tan  not  yield. 

*^  If  the  mode  of  trial  by  jucyt  (io  cases  of  cap- 
tures,) aa  recommended  by  Congress,  is  found  in- 
eonvenient  to  the  ^'cireumslances  of  the  United 
Slates,  as  beiag  a  inode  unJinown  to  most  of  the 
civilized  States  in  Europe,  this  House  isdesiroHs 
•f  conforming  to  the  customary  practice. 

^The  House  finally  remind  you  of  the  laws, 
which,  they  nodeffstand,  have  been  passed  in  ^me 
of  the  Stales  of  the  Union,  denying  all  appeal  in 
1ft w,  as  well  as  fact,  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  es- 
lablbhcd  by  Congress  for  prize  cavses,  except  the 
elAimants  be  foreigners,  or  captors  in  the  pay  of 
Gooffress ;  by  the  operation  of  ^ne  of  which  laws. 
Mr.  Hugh  MeCulloch,  a  lutiaen  of  Pennsylvania, 
-vaa  detorred  from  removiog  the  case  pf  a  ship 
•nd  cargo  condemned  in  New  Eoglaad,into  the 
said  Conrt  of  Appeals,  and  that  little  notice  ap- 
pears to  be  taken.of  tiiese  laws,  whilst  Pennsyl- 
vania, conforming  to  the  retoromendation  of  Coo- 
presto,  ooncerniog  admiralty  juri«diction,  in  the 
most  l^ai  and  usual  construction  of  the  expres- 
nloo,  has  not,  ii|  our  opinion,  been  treated  by  that 
hoftomble  body  with  sufficient  respect  and  atten- 

Such,  then,  has  been  the  decisive  stand  which 
PtoDsyivania  has-  uniformly  made  against  the 
ilecree  of  the  Committee  of  Appeals.  Can  we 
undertake  to  say,  from  a  view  of  the  case^  that 
our   predeeeaaoia,  lor  thirty  yaata,  have  been 


wrong  1  Yet  the  opinions  of  public  men  hava 
been  various.  Chief  Justice  McKean,  in  the  case 
of  Ross  and  Ritteahouse,  judicially  declares  '*  that 
the  decree  of  the  Committee  of  Appeals  was  con- 
trary to  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  Congress,  and 
of  the  General  AsBemhly je,vtrajudiaxxl,err<meotta 
and  voidJ^  Two  of  the  judges,  who  sat  in  the 
same  cause,  although  they  do  not  expressly  neg- 
ative this  opiDton,  appear  not  to  concur  in  it.  The 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  case 
of  Pennballow  and  I>oane,  Unanimously  affirm 
the  authority  of  the  Court  of  Appeals;  and.  upon 
the  decision  of  this  ease,  it  would  appear  this  con- 
test has  been  revived,  after  it  had  slumbered  for 
twenty-three  years ;  and,  as  it  would  seem,  even 
after  Congress  had  abandoned  the  right. 

But  the  Legislature  cannot  relinquish  this  part 
of  the  case  without,  once  more  referring  to  the 
proceedings  of  Congress  on  this  long  litigated 
point. 

Mr.  EUery,  Mr.  Hand,  Mr.  Speitfht,Mr.  Jeffer- 
son^ and  Mr,  Lee,  a  committee  of  Congress,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  proceedings  and  sentence 
of,  the  Conrt  of  Appeals,  in  cases  of  capture,  on 
the  case  of  the  ship  Susanna,  reported ;  and,  aAer 
stating  that  the  resolution  of  the  25th  of  Novem- 
ber, 1775.  bad  been  complied  with  by  the  several 
States,  some  of  thebi  ceding  appeals  to  Congress 
on  a  larger,  and  some  on  a  more  contracted  scale  ; 
.that  the  Court  of  Appeals  had  reversed  the  sen- 
tience passed  by  the  inferior  and  superior  courts 
of  New  Hampshire,  in  the  case  of  the  ship  Su- 
sanna; that  all  these  proceeding^  were  prior  to 
the  completion  of  the  Confederation,  which  took 
place  on  the  Ist  day  of  March,  1781.  They  re- 
9olwd,  That  the  said  capture  having  been  made 
by  citizens  of  New  Hampshire,  carried  in,  and 
submitted  to  .the  jortsdiction  of  that  State,  befbre 
the  completion  of  tfaeconfederation,  while  appeals 
tp  Congress  were  absolutely  refused  by  their  X<e- 
gislature,  neither  Congress,  nOr  aay  person  de- 
riving authority  Arom  them,  had  jurisdiction  in 
the  said  ease."  On  the  80th  of  March,  1784,  the 
report  was  taken  up,  and  on  the  question  of  agree- 
ment, on^the  yeas  and  nays,  six  States  voted  for 
the  resolution,  two  States,  and  Mr.  Read  from 
South  Carblina,  voted  agamst  it,  and  two  States 
were  divided ;  and  in  numbers^  the  yeas  were  15, 
the  nap  9 ;  but  there  not  being  a  majority  of 
States  in  the  affirmative,  the  questioQ  was  lost. 
It  may  not  be  uaworthy  of  remark,  that,  on  the 
above  resolution,  Mr.  Jefferson  voted  in  the  affir- 
mative ;  as  also  did  Mr.  BUery,  who  was  one  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  which  reversed  the  decree 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Court  of  Admiralty ;  and  as 
Pennsylvania  allowed  an  appeal  only  on  a  cop- 
tracted  scale,  that  could  no  more  be  exceeded  than 
it  coiild  ia  the  case  of  the  New  Hampshire,  who 
allowed.no  appeal  at  all. 

There  is  no  reason,  therefore,  for  departing  from 
'the.|ninciplesand  opinions  of  our  predecessors, 
unequivocaUsr  declared  in  their  public  votes  and 
laws,  respecting  the  case  of  the  sloop  Active, 
wtthont  a  single  exception  from  the  drst  moment 
of  tbei»Hitest. 
The  saaobd  part  of  the  case  axhibiu  facta  and 
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oircumsuiDees  of  the  deepest  interest  acid  eooc^ra 
to  Penosjlvaoia.  An  auempc  bas  been  made  by 
tbe  district  court,  deriving  its  aaihority  from  the 
Confilittttion  of  tbe  Uoit^  States,  to  enforce  tke 
4edree  of  the  Committee  of  Appeals ;  the  jaris* 
diction  of  which,  to  reverse  the  faots  established 
by  a  jury,  Pennsylvania  had  so  long  resisted ;  and 
which  even  Congress,  under  the  confederattoa, 
had  so  long  ab^doned  ;  not  only  to  enforce  it, 
but  to  enforce  \\ex  partt ;  without  power  to  ex- 
amine the  merits  or  to  control  its  errors;  without 
notice  to  the  State,  or  consulting  its  interests; 
not  only  thus  to  enforce  it,  but  to  convert  the  trea- 
surer and  agent  oi  the  State,  acting  under  its  im* 
mediate  authority,  into  a  stake-holder,  aa  a  mean 
to  reach  the  f\Hid5  of  the  State^  and  to  affect  its 
rights. 

If  this  can  be  done,  the  mmendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution would  be  a  dead  letter.  The  State  can 
act  under  its  laws  only  by  its  agents.  Its  moneys 
remain  in  the. hands  of  it^  treasurer^.  If  the. offi- 
cers can  be  converted,  by  the  decree  Of  a  judge, 
into  stake-holders,  there  can,  perhaps,  be  no  pos* 
aible  case  in  which  the  Constitution  may  not  be 
evaded. 

It  sufficiently  appeared,  ih  answer  to  the  lihel, 
that  Mr.  Rittenhouse  received  the  money  aa  trea- 
surer of  the  State,  for  the  use  of  the  State.  It 
appeared  decisiyely  on  the  public  records  of  the 
Commonwealth.  But  it  is  alleged,  Hthat  the 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  simply  provides 
that  no  suit  shall  be  commeneed  or  proaeooted 
against  the  State.  Thiilin  this  case  thesnitwas 
9ot  instituted  against  the  State  or  its  treasurer, 
but  a^inst  the  executors  of  David  Rittenhouse. 
That  if  the  proceeds  had  been  the  actual  property 
of  Pennsylvania,  however -wrongfully  acqiMred, 
the  disclosure  of  that  fact  would  havecpreseacad 
a^  case  on  which  it  is  utinecessary  to  give  ati 
opinion. 

Such  is  the  language  of  the  Supieme.Court  of 
the  United  States.  If  the  process  and  jurbdiction 
of  the  Admiralty  Court  wiU  jeach  and  esten^ 
over  the  proceeds  of  prizes  found  within  the  dis- 
trict ;  and  individuals,  ho  party  to  the  original 
decree,  icao  be  libelled  against,  is  all  investigatioh 
to  be  foreclosed  ?  or,  if  it  be  not.  in  the  nature  of 
an  original  suit,  but  merely  a  proceeding  to  en- 
force a  decree  of  a  farmer  court,  in  whick  Cap- 
tain Josiah  and  Captain  Houston  w^ere  parties, 
why  are  Captaiii  Josiah  and  the  representatives 
of  Captain  Houston  untheard  in  this  strange. pco- 
ceediog?  ^ 

It  is  further  alleged,  and  is  made  a  ground  of 
decision  by  the  Fe^ral  Courts^  ^  that  the  prop- 
erty which  represented  the  ^ctive  and  her  car^ 
was  in  possession,  aot  of  the  State  of  Peimsyl- 
vaaia,  but  of  David  Rittenhouse  as  an  individual, 
after  whose  death  it  paased,  like  other  property, 
to  his  representatives.^' 

It  is,  however,  clear  that  David  Rittenh^ise 
could  not  have  received  a  farthing  of  the  money, 
as  David  Rittenhouse,  but  j»  treaaqrer  of  the 
State  only[^and  by  order  of  the  State.  Aithoairh 
David  Rittenhouse  gave  a  bond  to  iadeoinify 
<j^rf  e  Rdis^yet  that  iaatant  the  State  h^oame 


boaitd  to  indeaaoily  David  Rittenhouse,  aad  tki 
real  party  tli»en  interested  wm  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennaylvansa.  A  treasury  or  other  officer,  ne^ 
taining  the  public  moaeys  uptm  any  preteoac 
whatever,  caMiot,  upon  any  pnaeiple,  change  tht 
nature  of  the  question* 

Notwithstanding,  by  the  highest  judiofial  a«- 
thority  the  qoesuon  is  deolaMdto  be  at  resk 
<<  That,,  by  the  decree  of  reveraail,  the  iotevcat  ef 
the  Stat^of  Pennsylvania  in  the  Active  and  her 
e/argo  was  ectinguinbed;  that,  although  Mr.  Rit^ 
tenhoose^was  Treasurer  of  the  Sthte  of  Peanayl* 
vania,  and  the  bond  of  indemnity  which  be  ex- 
ecuted states  the  money  to  have,  beeo  paid  to  him 
for  the  Use  of  the  State,  it  is  apparent  be  held  ia 
his  own  tight,  antil  he  should  be  completely  i*^ 
demnified  by  the  State,  and  that  the  evideiicete 
this  point  was  cooeUisive ;  that  it  did  not  i^pear 
thfit  the  original  certificates  were  deposited  is  the 
State  Treasury,  or  in  any  manner  desigoalcd  as 
the  property  of  the  Sutey  or  delivered  over  ao  hm 
successor;  and,  when  funded,  were  funded  in  his 
own  name,  and  the  interest  drawn  by  him.  That 
the  memoranduiii  made  by  bim.at  the  foocof  the 
list  of  certificates,  in  these  words  t  *^The  above 
certificates  will  be  the  propert)"  of  the  Stat*  of 
Fenasyl vania  when  the  State  releases  me  from 
the  bond  I  gave  in  1778  to  indemnify  Oeorgo  Rssi, 
Eieq.f  J4ldge  of  the  Adaairalty)  for  paying  thefifiy 
original  certificates  into  the  treasury,  a*  the 
State's  share  of  the  prize/'  dem^mirates  that  he 
held. the  Certificates  as  security  against  the  bond 
he  had  executed,  and  that  boad  was  obligatory  aoi 
on  the  State  of  Pen  nsy  Ivan  la,  but  on  Oavtd  Rit- 
tenhouse, in  his- private  capacity. 

This  statement'  bv  the  court,  as  part  of  the 
broad  gre«iad  onr  waieh  they  decided,  mmf  he 
ptausible,  may  give  color  to  the  deeiaioo,  yet  it 
by  no  means  appears  that  he  receives  itaaa^aln- 
holder,  or  upon  a  coatiageney,  but  for  theoMoC 
the  State,  as  its  shared  the  prise.  And  evca 
apod  his  own  itiemorandam,  so  nnieh  relied  oa, 
it  is  stated  that  the  certificates  were  paid  iatothe 
treasury  as  the  State's  share  of  the  prize ;  and, 
as  the  State  was  bavtnd  to  indemnify  him  whsa 
be  acted  under  its  <)rders^  the  Smte  woald  ham 
of  course  been  the  real  party  interested  in  any  sail 
which  roi^t  have,  been  conimeac^  opon  it.  It 
would  seem  that  the  court  was  not  posassaedef 
the  whole  state  of  the  case,  as  will  appehr  fhaa 
the  authority  ooder  w4iich  the  tteaiturer  acted; 
which  proves  explicitly  how  atid  in  whatchniaawr 
he  acted.  In  the  minutes  of  the  Supreme  Bxe- 
cotive  Couiicil  is  the  felloWrng  resolution: 

"  PmLADEU^BiA,  April  21,  1779. 

"JKe$§hed,  That  David  Rittenhouae^iheTsaa- 
aurer,  be  djrected  to  find  sufficient  seourity  to-he 
approved  of  by<  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  for  the 
shafe  adjudged  jto  the  State  of  the  priaoajloap 
Active,  taken  by  the  brigantii^e  Convention  aad 
<jkrard  pdvaieer  ^  tnd  take  up  the  mgney^  which 
will  exceed  eleven  thoosiind  pounds,  for  the  use 
of  the  Stala,  one-half  of  the  sum  i^llbited  to  the 
Conveatioo  comiag  to  the  Stale*?' 

it  here  incMiiiovertihly  af  pawcathat  hadid  Bot 
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rtotive  the  vooey  as  a  private  individual,  but 
lor  the  oae  of  the  State,  by  the  orders  of  the  Rx* 
tenlive  autbority*  aad  the  bond  which  he  eie- 
eiitcd  was  executed  by  him  by  the  like  authority* 
aa  a^Dt  and  teourity  for  the  Stale.  HaTiog  tbus 
fceeired  the  moDey,  previously  the  property  of 
ibe  State,  by  the  decree  of  the  Admiralty  Court, 
as  Treasurer,  ao  deteutioa  of  it  wbeo  he  weat 
out  of  qffioe  ought  in  reasou  or  principle  to  be 
eoaatderied  as  cbauf  iug  the  nature  of  the  original 
tpaasabtbn.  The  Legtslaturf ,  at  their  sesBioa, 
November  23d  following,  passed  a  rf  solution  sim^ 
41ar  to  that  of  the  Baeeutive  Council;  and  the 
«ot  of  FWuary  26, 1801,«till.furifaer  corroborates 
^1 1^  former  proceedings  of  the  State. 

Tbe  Legislature  are  abo^if  opiaion  that,  as  the 
brigaaiine  Gooveation  was  the  property  of  the 
Stale,  as  soon  as  judgment  waa  pronounced  upon 
•the  verdict  of  the  jury,  iu  interest  attached  upon 
its  proportion  of  ihe  prise,  aad  as  aeon  as  it  was 
vecetved  by  the  State  Treasorer,  it  was  so  much 
beloagiog  to  the  Sate  actually  in  the  treasury. 

'Wbenif  iasaid  that  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
forfaxHse  to  assert  its  title  while  the  suit  was  de- 
pending, let  it  ,be  forever  reaaem tiered  that  the 
fkace  of  Peansylvaaia  had  no  notice.  And  if 
notice  had  been  given,  to  what  purpose  oould  she 
have  asserted  her  title  when  by  the  high  autbor- 
ky  of  tbe  court  it  is  declared  t}iat  the  court  had 
aoihiog  to  do  with  the  question  decideil  by  the 
Coavt  of  Appeals,  lybieb  must  be  eofocced  witb- 
ootaa  examination  of  its  merits. 

Although  the  Legislature  rjeverenoe  the  Cou- 
atitntionof  the  United  Stale»and  iu  lawful  au- 
tborities,  yet  there  is  a  respect  due  to  the  solenm 
■Ad  public  a«t8,  aad  to  the  hoaor  and  dignity  of 
o«r  own  State,  and  tbe  unvarying  assertion  of 
her  right  for  a  period  of  thirty  years,  which  right 
ought  BOt  to  be  relbuquisbed }  therefore, 

ResolveA  6y  the  Smote  and  House  of  Hepneeu- 
taHvetofikB  ComimwiMaMhi^  Pemui^vania^^. 
That,  as  A  member  of  the  FedemlUnioBttbe  Le- 
gislattire  of  Pennsylvmnia  ackaowledges  the  su- 
premacy, and  will  cheerfully  submit  to  the  au- 
thority of  Ike  General  Oovernmeat  as  for  as  that 
authority  is  deteated  by  the  Coostitutioa  of  the 
Uakad.States.  Bat  whilst  fhey  yield  to  thiy  au- 
thority, when  execcised  within  Const)tutioni|l 
liaaits,  they  trust  they  will  not  be  conndered  as 
Mtial^  hostile  to  ihe  General  GofverauMtnt,  when, 
«a  the  guatdians  of  the  State  rigbu.  they  cannot 
peraail  an  infringement  of  those  rights  by  an  un- 
coBsitttttioaal  ifx#rcase  of  power  ta  the  United 
Skates  courts. 

JUeohed.  That,  in  a  Qpverameat  like  that  of 
the  Uniled  States,  where  there  arf  powers  granted 
to  the  General  €h>vernment,  and  rights  reserved 
to  the  States,  it  is  impossible,  from  the  imperfec- 
tion of  language,  so  to  define  the  limits  of  each, 
chat  difficmttes  should  not  sometimes  arise  from 
a  ooUiston  of  powers;  and  iris  to  be  lameated, 
that  no  provision  is  made  in  tbe  Constitution  for 
determining  disputes  between  the  General  and 
State  Governments  by  an  impartial  tribunal, 
when  such  cases  occur. 

itoolPtd;  'VtmifUma  tbe  construetion  the  Uni- 


ted States'  eaarts  give  to  their  powers,  the  har- 
^oUy  of  the  States,  if  they  resist  encroachments 
on  their  rights,  will  frequently  be  ioterruptedj 
and,  if  to  prevent  this  evil,  they  should,  on  all 
occasions,  yield  to  stretches  of  power,  the  reserved 
rights  of  the  States  will  depend  on  the  arbitrary 
power  of  the>courts. 

Resolved^  That  should  the  independence  of  the 
States,  as  secured  by  the  Constitution,  be  de- 
stroyed, the  liberties  of  tbe  people  in  so  extensive 
a  country  cannot  lobg  survive.  To  su^r  the 
United  States',  courts  to  decide  on  Slate  rights 
will,  from  a  bias  in  favor  of  power,  necessarily 
destroy  tbe  Federal  part  of  our  Government,  and 
whenever  the  Government_of  the  United  States 
becomes  consolidated,  we  may  learn  from  the  his- 
tory of  nations  what  will  be  the  event. 

To  prevent  the  balance  between  the  General 
and  State  Governments  from  being  destroyed, 
and  tbe  harmony  of  the  States  from  being  inter- 
rupted, 

Beeolved^  That  our  Senators  in  Congress  be 
instructed,  and  pur  Representatives  requested,  to 
use  their  influence  to  procure  ao  amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  that  an  impar- 
tial'tribunalmay  be  established  to  determine  dis- 
putes between  the  General  and  State  Govern- 
ments I  and  that  they  be  further  instructed  to  use 
their  endeavors,  that  in  the  meanwhile  such  ar- 
rangement5  mayr  be  made  between  the  Govern- 
ments of  tbe  Union  and  of  this  State  as  will  put 
an  end  to  existing  difficulties. 

Reeolvedf  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to 
transmit  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  together  with 
the  foregoing  statement,  to  the  Excfcutive  of  the 
United  States,  to  be  laiq  before  Congress  at  their 
next  session.  And  that  he  be  authorized  and  di- 
rected tp  correspond  with  the  President  on  the 
subject  in  controversy,  and  to  a^ree  to  such  ar- 
rangements as  may  be  in  the  power  of  the  Kxe-' 
cutive  to  make,  or  that  Congress  may  make^ 
either  by  the  appointment  of  Commissioners  or 
otherwise,  for  settling  thd  difficulties, between  tbe 
two  Governments. 

Reiolvedy  That  tbe  Governor  be  also  requested 
to  transmit  a  copy  to  the  Executives  of  the  several 
States  in  t^e  Union,  with  a  request  that  they  may 
be  laid  before  their  respective  Legislatures. 
JAMBS  INGLE,     . 

Speaker  of  ihe  Houee. 
P.  C.XANE, 

SpeakeroftJie  Senate. 

▲patfoved.  April  3<  160a 

SIMON  SNYDER, 
Governor  cf  Permeylvama, 


rCommunicated  to  the  Senate,  Pec  19,  1809.] 
To  th^  Senate  of  the  XJnittd  States  : 

Agreeably  to  the  retuest  in  the  resolution  of 
the  15tb  instaat,  I  transmit  a  copy  of  the  corres- 
poadenee  with  the  Governor  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
the  lease  of  Gideon  Olmstead. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

I>aoaifa»,l€^180a 
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Lamcasteb,  April  %  1809. 

Sir  :  In  discbarge  of  a  legislative  iDJUDCtion. 
I  transmit  you  the  proceedings  of  the  General 
Assembly^  on  the  loog-Iicigated  cause  of  Qideon 
Olrostead  and  others  vemi^  Elizabeth  Sergeant 
and  Esther  Waters,  executrixes  of.David  Ritten- 
house,  deceased,  late  Treasurer  of  Pennsylvania. 
Believing  it  will  tend  to  a  more  perfect  under- 
standing of  the  subject,  I  take  the  liberty  to  add 
a  copv  of  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  rela- 
tive thereto,  passed  the'4th  instant,  and  also  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  two  other  acts,  the  one 
passed  February  1st,  1801,  and  the  other  April 
2d,l§03. 

While  I  deeply  deplore  the  circumstance  which 
has  led  to  this  correspondence,  I  am  consoled 
with  the  pleasing  idea,  that  the  Chief  Magis* 
trac^  of  the  Union  is  confided  to  a  roan  who 
merits,  and  who  possesses  so  great  a  portion  of 
the  esteem  and  the  confidence  of  a  vast  major- 
ity of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States;  who  is 
so  intimately  acquainted  with  the  principles  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  who  is  no  less  dis- 
posed to  protect  the  sovereignty  and  independ- 
ence of  the  several  States,  as  guarantied  to  them, 
than  to  defend  the  rights  and  legitimate  powers 
t)f  the  General  Government;  who  will  justly 
discriminate  between  opposition  to  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States,  and  that  of 
resisting  the  decree  of  a  judge,  founded,  as  it  is 
conceived,  in  a  usurpation  of  power  and  juris- 
diction not  delegated  to  him  by  either ;  and  who 
is  equally  solicitous  with  myself,  to  preserve  the 
Union  of  the  Statesj^and  to  adjust  the  present 
unhappy  collision  of  the  two  Governments  in 
such  a  manner  as  will  be  equally  honorable  to 
them  both. 

Permit  me  to  add  in  addition  to  the  act  I  have 
done  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  assure  you,  sir,  as  an  Individ*- 
ual,  of  my  full  confidence  m  the  wisdom,  justice, 
and  integrity  of  the  present  Administration  of 
the  General  Government,  and  my  fixed  determi- 
nation, in  my  public,  as  well  as  in  my  private 
capacity,  to  support  it  in  all  Cobstitutional  meas- 
ures it  may  adopt. 

With  the  highest  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  your 
obedient  servant. 

SIMON  SNYDER. 

His  Exc'y  the  President  of  the  U.  S. 


An  Act  relative  to  certain  prooeedingt  in  the  pase  of 
the  priM  sloop  Aciive. 
Whereas,  by  an  act  of  the  Greneral  Assembly 
of  this  Commonwealth,  passed  the  second  day 
of  April,  in  the  y^ar  of  our  Lord  1803,  entitled 
'*  An  act  relating  to  the  claim  of  this  Common- 
wealth against  Elizabeth  Sergeant  and  Esther 
Waters,  surviving  executrixes  of  David  Ritten- 
house,  Esquire,  deceased,"  the  right  of  this  Com- 
monwealth was  asserted  to  certain  inoneys  which 
the  said  executrixes  of  David  Rittenhouse,  here- 
tofore Treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
sylvania, admitted  to  have  been  received  by  them 
in  the  manner  in  the  same  aet  parti^sularly  set 


forth,  as  part  of  th^  proceeds  of  a  certain  priie 
caliea  the  "  Active,''  captured  during  Uie  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  {provision  was  made  amoo|t 
other  thmgs,  that  if,  in  pursuance  of  the  re(|6isi- 
tion  of  the  said  act,  ([the  decree  of  the  dmriet 
court  l)f  Pennsylvania,  in  the  said  aet  men- 
tioned, to  the  contrary  notwithstanding,)  the  said 
executrixes  should  pay  the  said  moneys  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  Commonwealth  withoat  suit 
brought  against  them  tb  compel  sock  payment, 
they  should  be  indemnified  for  so  doing. ,  Ana 
whereas  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  Stniei 
have  reviewed  the  proceedings  of  the  said  dis- 
trict court  of  Pennsylvania,  and  have  adjudged 
that  the  decree  thereof  oucht  to  be  enforced,  tiot- 
withstanding  iht  otaim  of  the, Commonwealth, 
and  the  payinent  ef  the  said  moneys  into  the 
treasury  tnereoif,  as  aforesaid:  and  whereas  the 
good  faith  of  this  Commbn wealth  requires  that 
the  said  engagement  of  indemnity  sfaonld  be  ef- 
fectually performed:  and  whereas  sundry  nnfoie- 
seen  difficulties  may  arise  in  protecting  the  Jost 
rights  of  the  State,  whieh  ought  to  be  provided 
for  before  the  adjournment  of  the  Legiaiatnre; 
and  as  the  L^islafure,  by  their  resolutions  da- 
ring the  present-  session,  have  enjoined  eertaia 
duties  on  the  Uovehior,  touching  the  premises, 
and  it  is  e^tpedient  to  make  such  epprojprialiotts 
as  shall  meet  every  contingency ;  but,  protesting 
that  nothing  in  this  aei  contained  shall  be  deened 
or  taken  as  a  dereliction  of  any-right  orprineipk 
heretofore  asserted  on  behalf  of  the  Coaimon- 
weaUh.  ^  And  it  is,  moreover,  the  duty  of  the 
Legislature  to  protect  all  good  citizens  from 
losses  or  injury  m  their  prdpcrty  or  persons,  bj 
reason  of  their  obedience  to  the  mws  and  consti- 
tuted authorities  of  the  Commonwealth.  There- 
fore, '  ' 
Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the- Senate  nad  i 


of  JRepreeentativee  of  the  CommonwealUicf  Ptum- 
sylvania  in  General  A$eembi^  nut,  amd  it  ts  here- 
by enacted  by  the  aathority  of  the  some.  That  a 
Bdm  not  exceeding  918,000  be,  and  tliesaoM  is 
hereby,  appropriated  and  made  svbject  to  the 
orders  of  the  Q6v^rnor  on  the  Stale  Tjeasnicr. 
to  enable  the  Gkrvernor  to  earry  into  efie^  -all 
and  every  engagement  of  this  Commonweal^ 
touching  the  premises,  in  soeh  manner  as  may 
app^r  to  him  tq  be  advisable,  jo^l,  and  proper. 
and  to  meet  all  contingent  expenses  which  may 
arise  in  the  ei^ecutton  of  an^  anthorky  or  power 
given  to  or  enjoined  on^  him  bjr  the  resoMitions 
of  this  Legislature^  passed  April  3^  1809.  or  by 
the  act  of  Assembly  of  April  2, 1803.  And  ako 
to  protect  all  and  every  pmon  or  persons  in  any 
way  concerned  in  the  protection  of  the  joet  righti 
of  the  Commonwealth,  in  obedience  to  the  in- 
junctions of  any  law  or  authority  derived  thete- 
froro. 

JAMBS  INQLE, 
Speaker  rf  theOmee  of  Repe. 

P.  C;  LANE, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  April  4.  1809. 

SIMON  SNTDKR. 
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WAdHiNOTOif,  April  13j  1809. 
Sir:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th 
iostant,  ftccompaoiec)  byxertain  acts  of  the  Lej^is- 
lature  of  Pe^nsyiraoia,  which  will  be  laid  before 
Congress  according  to  the  desire  expresied. 

Considering  our  respective  relations   to  the 
subject  of  these  comrnunicationsj  it  would  be 
unnecessary,  if  not  improper,  to  enter  into  any 
'       examination  of  some  or  th6  questions  connected 
'       with  it    It  Is  sufficient,  in  the  actual  posture  of 
the  case,  to  remarl^,  that  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  is  not  only  unauthorized  to  prevent 
^       the  execiuion  of  a  decree  sanctioned  by  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  3t&tes.  but  is  express- 
^       jy  enjoined,  by  statute,  to  carry  into  effect  any 
'       soch  decree  where  opposition  may  be  made  to  it. 
:  It  is  a  propitious  circumstance,  therefore,  that 

^  whilst  no  legal  discretion  lies  witn  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  to  decline  steps  which 
might  lead  to  a  very  pain  Ail  issue,  a  provision 
has  been  made  by  the  legislative  act  transmitted 
by  you,  adequate  to  a  removal  of  the  existing 
difficulty,  and  \  feel  great  pleasure  in  assuring 
myself  that  the  authority  wnich  it  ^ives  will  be 
exercised  in  a  spirit  corresponding  with  the  patri- 
otic character  of  the  State  over  which  you  pre-, 
side. 
I  Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  assurances  of  my 

respectful  consideration. 

JAMES  MADISON, 
r  Hit  Excellency  Gov.  Snyder. 


THE  TERRITORY  O^  ORLEANS. 

[Oommimicated  to  the  Senate,  March  13,  1810.] 
JbtAeSmiaeandH(Ht»t4f 

Ripre$eniati9(B»  oftke  Untied  Statu  i 

The  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  of  Orieanv 
become  your  countrymeh  by  a  combination  of 
political  evenu,  but  as  satisfied  with  the  title  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States  as  if  they  had  ac* 
quired  it  from  choice,  raise  up  to  yo^,  through 
toe  organ  of  their  Representatives,  their  respect- 
ful remonstrances  on  the  i  neon  Yen  ien^es  which, 
no  doubt  against  your  intentions,  have  been  tlie 
inevitable  consequences  of  the  system  of  govern* 
ment  which  you  have  given  them.  They  appear 
before  your  honorable  assembly,  fhli  of  confidence 
in  your  justice,  not  to  vent  any  complaints,  but 
to  claim  their  ri^ts.  They  4>riog  you  not  testi* 
tnony  of  their  discontent,  but  the  expression'  of 
their  wishes  and  of  their  hopes;  and  they  pray 
3roa,  before  you  listen  to  their  representatione,  to 
a:ccept  the  nomaee  of  the  fideUty  which  they 
again  swear  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
EHates,  and  the  tribute  of  ad  miratioit  which  thej 
pay  to  that  sacred  charter  where  thd  true  princi- 
ples of  liberty  are  recorded  ia  indelible  charac- 
ters. After  this  solemn  protestation  of  their  sen- 
timents, they  entreat  you  to  tend  an  attentive  ear 
to  the  object  which  they  are  going  to  submit'  to 
joar  consideration.  Its  importance  claims  diat 
It  interests  the  fate  of  a  great  number  of  men, 


whose  happiness  vou  have  contracted  the  obliga- 

whe 
fellow-citizens. 


tion  to  procure  when  you  adopted  them  for  your 


A  considerable  portion  of  the  inhabitants  of 
this  Territory  thought,  sothe  years  ago,  that  they 
had  a  right  to  solicit  the  incorporation  of  this 
country  into  the  Union.  They  founded  their 
claims  on  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  April, 
1803)  and  demanded  that  this  Territory  should  be 
erected'into  a  State,  not  so  much  because  of  the 
utility  of  the  measure,  than  because  they  consi- 
dered it  as  secured  by  the  treaty. 

Things  are  now  materWly  altered.  The  Le- 
gislature of  this  Territory  came  forward  several 
years  after  to  solicit  that  incorporation,  not  so 
much  as  a  ri^ht  than  as  a  favor.  Whatever  may 
have  been-the  political  considerations  which  in- 
duced your  honorable  body  to  reject  the  applica- 
tion which  was  made  to  you  in  1804^  those  rear 
sons  exist  no  longer.  The  loyalty  of  the  whole 
population  of  this  Territory  has  since  then  been 
put  to  the  trial  in  circumstances  sufficiently  criti- 
cal for  you  to  be  now  convinced  that  the  inhabi- 
tants or  Lower  Louisiana  are  not  undeserving 
the  confidence  of  the  Federal  Government.  The 
devoted  spirit  of  our  militia,  when  war  with 
Spain  was  on  the  eve  of  breaking  out,  our  wn- 
shaken  fidelity,  in  the  midst  of  ueasons  and  con- 
spiracies, are  irrefragable  proofs  of  the  incorrap- 
tibility  of  our  honor,  and  of  the  sincerity  of  oar 
aflfeetioo  to  our  common  country. 

But  not  only  there  is  i^o  longer'  any  reason  to 
oppose  the  wish  of  the  citizens  of  this  Territory, 
there  exists  powerful  motives  to  induce  your 
honorable  assembly  to  see  it  in  a  favorable  point 
of  view.  The  system  of  government  which  yoo 
have  given  them,  because  you  thought  it  would 
be  convenient,  does  not  suit  either  their  physical 
nor  their  political  situation.  To  ose  the  expres- 
sions of  the  person  who  is  at  the  head  of  our 
Executive,  when  speaking  of  a  particular  branch 
of  our  Qovernment:  ^The  ordinance  of.  1787, 
originally  intended  for  a  small  agricultural  so- 
ciety, was  of  hazardous  experiment  in  a  Territorr 
like  oors,  populous,  weahhy,  and  coounerciai, 
where  the  landed  property  is  halden  by  titles  so 
various  and  comt)lex,  nnd  where  the  principles  of 
the  common  and  civil  law,  the  statutes  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  municipal  regulations  of 
France  and  of  Spain,"  mingle  together  to  render 
the  administration  of  our  affairs  more  compli- 
cated and  more  embarrassing.  Sinee  the  intro- 
duction of  that  ordinance,  m  sad  exoerience  has 
shown  us  its  imperfection  and  insufficiency.  As 
we  have  been  endeavoring  to  conciliate  it  with 
our  wants  and  our  localities,  the  difficulties  mul- 
tiplied themselves  so* much,  that  we  now  think  it 
impossible  to  establish  harmony  amidst  the  ineo- 
herent  materials  of  which  our  pi^ent  Govern- 
ment is  composed. 

We  live,  however,  at  the  distance  of  six  hnn- 
dred  leagues  from  your  honorable  assembly,  who 
gave  us  those  laws,  and  who  alone  has  the  right 
of  remedying  the  evils  which  they  may  have 
created.  Convened,  moreover^  for  the  gekiera 
good  of  the  Union,  occnpiod  with  great  politica 
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subjects,  oQ  which  depends  the  nafety  of  the  I 
wbele  nation,  yon  cannot,  nay,  vou. ought  not,  to 
stoop  to  the  details  of  our  local  a^daiinistration ; 
and  although  you  should  consent  to  eater  into 
the  examination  of  those  details,  you  are  not  suffi- 
ciently acquainted  with  our  situation  to  have  it 
in  your  power  to  ameliorate  it. 

Such  were  undoubtedlv  the  reasons  which  de- 
termined your  honorable  body  to  give  us  an 
elective  Legiskture.  You  thought  ^hat,  by  grant- 
ing us  the  privilege  of  making  our  own  Jaws,  you 
furnished  us  With  the  means  of  securing  our  hap- 
•piaess.  No  doubt,  legislators,  such  were  your 
benevolent  intentions.  But  haw  far  that  institu- 
tion fell  short  of  the  end  for  which  it  was  esub- 
liahed !  F^rom  the  bosom  of  that  ordinance,  which 
you  had  given  as  aa  a  favor,  inconveniences  and 
difficulties  have  spruog  which  made  our  situation 
"worse  than  it  was  before. 

In  almost  all  the  measures  which  we  attempt 
to  take  for  the  amelioration  of  the  government  of 
the  Territory,  the  provisions  of  the  ordinance 
shackle  our  efforts.  It  would  be  preposterous  to 
entertain  your  honorable  assembly  with  the  par- 
ticulars that  form  the  mass  of  oar  grievances,  and 
to  conduct  you  through  the  windings  of  the  laby- 
rtnths  of  our  administration.  Higher  ot^lects  call 
four  attention,  and  bid  as  to  spare  the  precious 
time  which,  you  are  bound  to  employ  for  the 
general  good  of  the  nation.  But  without  tirini? 
your  patience  with  useless  details,  if  you  wiU 
deign  to  cast  an  eye  on  the  most  striking  incon- 
veniences of  our  present  sititaiion,  you  will  be 
forced  to  acknowledge  the  necessity  of  granting 
to  us  more  extensive  powers  wherewith  to  clear 
our  way  amidst  the  innumerable  diffioulties  which 
leittrated  changes  of  golrernment  have  heaped 
around  us. 

Theabs6lute  veto  Of  the  Executive;  a  Judi- 
ciary placed  above  the  authority  of  the  Legisla'- 
turc ;  provisioito  only  obscure,  sometimes  contra- 
dictory, which  furnish  individuals  whose  private 
intereats  are  in  opposition  to  the  public  welfare, 
with  the  means  ot  creating  doubts  upon  the  most 
iuiportaot  subjects;  powers  and  functionaimper* 
fectly  defined;  a  tfomplioated  jurisprudence;  an 
entangled  chicane,  in  the  vortex  of  which  our 
tesioess  and  fortunes  are  preoipitated;  public 
officers  who  often  have  no  idea  of 'our  municipal 
lavs,  and  do  not  understand  tlvs  language  of  the 
great  majority  of  our  population;  no  v6ice  in 
their  eleccton;  no  check  on  their  conduct;  no 
confidence, BO  harmony;  such  is,  legislators^  the 

S resent  state  of  government  in  the  Territory  of 
Orleans*  It  would  even  be  more  grievous  if  the 
Chief  of  our  executive,  to  whom  we  owe  this 
public  testimony  of  our  acknowledgment,  bad  not 
united,  his  efforts  to  ours- to  better  our  sitiuition. 

But  the  palliative  measures  to  which  we  recur 
offer  little  resistance  to  the  torrent  of  disorder 
which  flows  from  our  Constitution  juelf.  The 
only  efficacious  means  to  eiuploy  is  to  drain,  the 
source  of  the  evil,  by  changing  entirely  the  actual 
system  of  our  government. 

That  remedy,  legislators,  is  in  your  hands.  No 
constitutional  obstacle  prevents  you  from  vUMog 


it.  The  condition  which  you  hare  jmi  to  oor 
admission  into  the  Union,  that  of  waiting  ootil 
the  Territory  should  possess  sixty  thousand  iih 
habitants,  can  be  repealed  by  the  same  amhority 
which  has  imposed  it.  It  does  not  etnanate  from 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  it  emaiMtes 
from  your  will.  If  you  ihiok  the  emaoeipatioD 
of  this  Territory  to  be  a  necessary  measure  be- 
cause of  the  physical  and  of  the  political  sitQatios 
of  this  country;  because  of  its  remoteness  from 
the  seat  of  the  Federal  Government,  where  we 
are  now  obliged  to  ^pply  even  for  the  detaib  df 
our  local  administration ;  because  of  the  coafih 
sion  into  which  that  administration  has  beei 
plunged  by  the  succes:iive  changes  which  it  hs 
experienced;  if  you  think  that  emaDcipatioD  m 
be  a  salutary  measure,  as  tending  to  bind  more 
closelv  to  the  interests  gf  the  Union  a  popolaiioa 
alreadjr  ktiown  by  their  loyalty;  if  you  think  that 
emancipation  to  be  a  just  measure  as  the  recooh 
pense  of  the  irreproachable  conduct  which  thtt 
population  has  pursued  in  critical  and  tempest- 
uous times;  nothing  can,  pay,  nothing  ought, to 
prevent  you  from  pronouncing  the  decree  which 
we  solicit. 

In  vain  would  it  be  objected  that  our  demand 
is  premature;  that  our  population  does  not  yet 
amount  to  sixty  thousand  ^'ree  inhabitants,  as  b 
required  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  origiDtUf 
made  for  the  Territory  Northwest  of  the  Ohio. 
The  articles  of  pompact,  which  are  included  in 
that  ordinance,  cannot  be  considered  as  obligatory 
on  us,  isince  we  stipulated,  approred.  accepted 
nothing;  and  the  oruinance,  with  regard  toos,is 
a  law  like  th^  others,  emanating  solely  from  yoor 
will.  If  those  articles  are  obligatory  on  jroor 
part,  they  can  be  so  only  as  containing  an  en- 
gagement not  to  retard  onr  incorporation  iiiofhe 
Union  beyond  the  epoch  when  our  popahum 
shall  amount  to  sixty  thousand  inhabiuau;  but 
by  contracting  the  obligation,  not  to  deprire  us 
of  certain  advantages,  you  diq  not  part  with  your 
right  of -panting  to  us  further  favors. 

Such  was  your  consideration  of  the  subject 
even  with  respect  to  those  who  were  considered 
as  cot^trfiAting  parties  in  the  ordinance  of  17^> 
when  you  erected,  in  1802,  the  Territory  of  Ohio 
into  a  State,  long  before  it  possessed  the  nom^ 
of  inhabifaAts  required  hy  the  ordinance. 

But  although  the  law  which  you  hare  estih- 
lished  over  us  can  be  revoked  by  the  same  povtf 
that  has  dictated  it,  if  through  respect  for  aneieat 
institutions,  if  through  attachment  for  a  plaa^ 
government  which  was  successively  aj»pUed  tfi 
your  several  Territories,  you  should  persist  in  t^ 
quiring,  as  a  coinlition  of  our  incorporation,!^ 
our  population  shojuld  amount  to  sixty  ihousaad 
ftee  innabiiants,  then'  we  might  abandon  tbshope 
ever  to  see  4he  change  which  is  the  object  of  oft 
wishes.  Our  Territory,  though  vast,  cannot  adrvj 
of  any  Urge  increase  o(  population.  Nearljr  vi 
the  lands  conveniently  situated  are  occutf^t 
imditnse  swamps  cover  a  great  proportion  of  th* 
remaining  part  of  the  Country,  and  such  iioJ^J^ 
ited  land?  as  are  cultivable  are  chiefly  to  be  i^ 
to.wards  th&  limits  of  our  Territory.  Such  a  sitr 
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atioo  threateas,  therefore,  at  least  the  present 
generation,  never  to  nee  the  epoch  of  their  eman- 
eipatibir,  if  ytxir  honorable  assembly  should  not 
yield  to  the  powerful  reasons  which  now  make  it 
eonrenieot,  or  rather  necessary. 
Must  we  add,  to  what  has  been  aboTe  repre- 
1       sented,  that  we  are  capable  of  appreciating  the 
adrrantages  of  the  GK>  verb  meat  which  we  prray 
joa  to  extend  to  us?    Do  you  suppose  it  possible 
that  we  should  have  'enjoyed  during  several  year« 
a  portion  of  that  precious  liberty  which  you  alone 
I       have  preserved,  amidst  the  subjection  of  M  the 
eivilized- nations,  and  that  we  should  not  wish  to 
I       possess  it  entirely  ?   Do  you  doubt  that  we  would 
receive  with  transport  the  favor  whiph  we  solicit 
[      from  your  liberality  and  yonr  justice?    And  do 
jroQ  hesitate  to  believe  that,  once  in  possession  of 
L      our  independence,  it  shall  not  be  wrested  from  us 
;      but  with  our  lives?    No,  legislators,  your  reason 
must  persuade  you  thbt  the  emancipation  of  the 
Territory  of  Orleans  is  ardently  desired  by  its  in- 
habitants; and  your  heart  must  tell  you  tbaf,  by 
extending  independence  to  them,  you  will  forever 
secure  their  friendship  and  their  devotion. 
THOMAS  URdUHART, 
Speaker  Ekm$e  of  Representatives. 
J.  D.  D.  BBLLECHASSB, 
President  of  the  Legislative  Council. 
Attest:  E.  FROMENTlN, 

Clerk  to  the  House  of  Representatives* 
Attest:  P.  DERBIGNY, 

Secretary  to  the  Legislaiive  Council.  : 


BOUNDARY  BETWEEN   GEORGIA  AND 
NORTH  CAROLINA. 

[Communieatad  to  the  House,  April  tS6,  1810.] 
In  Senate,  November  18, 1809. 

To  the  President  and  gentlemen  of  the  Senate,  and  to 
the  Speaker  and  gentlemen  of  the  HouSt  ofB^prt- 
sentatives  in  Congress  assembled.' 

The  State  of  Georgia,  by  her  convention  with 
the  United  States  bearing  date  the  24th  day  of 
April,  which  was  in  the  year  ISO^  for  the  ces* 
aioo  of  her  western  territory,  having  acquired  a 
ri^ht  to  a  certain  tract  of  country,  which  was 
wvst  of  South  Carolina,  and  separated  the  States 
of  North  Carolina  and  Qeorgta ;  and  the  Com- 
okiasioners  on  the  part  of  the  United^Sutea  hav- 
iofl^  held  forth  to  the  Commissioners  of  Georgia 
on  that  occasion,  this  territory,  as  a  strong  and 
TaluaUe  part  of  the  consideration  offered  by  the 
Uoited  States  for  the  completion  of  that  cod* 
irention:— 

The  State  of  Georgia  sent  her  Surveyor  Gkn- 
ermi  to  ascertain  the  extent  and  quality  of  the 
territory  she  had  thus  accjutred ;  he  ascertained 
the  boundaries  to  be  at  points  that  had  long  been 
suppof-ed  by  South  Carolina,  and  all  the  prece- 
dent claims  to  this  tract  of  country;  Georgia 
then  proceeded,  under  the  solemn  convention  she 
bad  entered  into  with  the  United  States,  to  ex- 
load  her  laws  and  Government  over  the  people 
llihCoar.2dS£ss.— 78 


there  resident,  and  she  then,  with  astonishment, 
first  heard  that  her  claims  were  to  be  resisted  by 
North  Carolina,  unless  she  would  agree  to  sanc- 
tion grants  that  had  issued  from  the  Government 
of  that  State,  and  which  would  swallow  up  the 
right  of  soil  through  the  whole  extent  of  country ; 
the  sanctioning  of  which  would  have  overthrown 
her  benevolent  intemions  to  its  resident  inhabit- 
ants, and  confirmed  a  system  of  speculation 
which  it  had  been  the  efibrt  of  Georgia  to  weed 
out  of  the  limits  of  her  State. 

The  documents  subjoined  to  this  address  (and 
marked  No.  1)  will  confirm  what  is  here  a<^- 
vanced.  ' 

Georgia,  disappointed  in.  her  application  to 
North  Carolina,  then  addressed  herself  to  Con- 
gress on  the  subject;  her  Representatives  ab- 
stained, however,  from  pressioff'tbe  afiair,  on  re- 
ceiving assurances  from  the  Delegation  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina  that  the]^  would  repre- 
sent to  their  own  State  the  necessity  of  meeting 
on  some  other  grounds  the  requisition  of  Georgia, 
la  consequence  nf  this  application  North  Caro- 
lina did  appoint  Commissioners,  who  met  Com- 
misionerfi  irom  Georgia.  Some  observations  were 
made  of  the  latitude  of  places,  supposed  about 
the  boundaries  of  the  two  States.  But  because 
those  observations  were  contrary  to  all  that  had 
been  made  before  them  $  because  they  were  di- 
rectly against  the  opinions  of  persons  best  informed 
upon  the  subject^frokn  neighboring  States ;  because 
(hey  were  not  confided  in  by  the  citizens  claimed 
o£  Georgia,  resident  in  the  country ;  and,  above 
all,  because  the  pbservations  made  were  them- 
selves so  variant  (where  a  variation  to  siich  an 
extent  was  not  to  be  expected) aa  to  deoMiastrate 
that  there  was  aa  erxor  in  the  men  employed,  or 
in  the  instruments  used : — 

The  Legislature  of  Georgia,irom  some  or  all 
of  these  reasons,  refused  her  aseent  to  the  boun* 
daries  that  would  have  been  fixed  by  these  oh- 
seirvatWtt^  and  a^n  requested  North  Carolina 
to  appoint  Commissioners,  that  the  doubts  on  the  , 
subject  might  be  removed;  that  if  Georgia  had 
no  just  claim  to  a  terxitory  for  which,  by  her 
convention  with  the  United  States,  she  had 
allowed  a  valuable  consideration,  sb^  might  have 
satisfactory  and  conclusive  testimony.  This  ap- 
plication, though  reiterated^  has  been  rejected; 
this  re<(uisition,  though  pressed  by  the  Gbvern- 
ment  bt  Gkorgia  to  a  wearisome  length,  has  met 
with  nothing  but  denial  from  her  sister  State,  as 
the  doeuments  annexed  to  this  memorial  (and 
marked  No.  2)  will  confirm. 

The  Legislature  of  Geor(|;ia  now  see  but  one 
mode  of  calming  th^  irritations  that  have  arisen 
between  the  two  Slates  on  this  subject;  they, 
therefore,  apply  to  the  GK>vernment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  appoint  a  proper  person  to  run  the 
dividing  line  between  the  tw6  States,  through  the 
whole  extent,  either  at  the  expense  of  the  Union, 
as  C^eorgia  l^lieves  she  has  a  right  to  demand, 
or,  at  the  expense  of  the  two  States,  if  Congress 
should  so  insist. 

Be  it,  therefore,  resolved  by  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  State  of  Georgia 
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in  General  Assembly  met,  and  by  the  authofUy  of\ 
the  same,  That'  our  Seoators  and  Representatives  | 
in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  press  upoo 
the  attention  of  the  General  Governmeot  the  sub- 
ject matter  of  the  preceding  memorial. 

And  be  it  further  resolved,  That  His  Excellency 
the  Governor,  transmit  to  our  delegation  in  Con- 
gress the  preceding  memorial  and  resolution.. 
Read  and  passed. 

H.  MITCHELL.  Pres't^ 
Attest:  W.  ROBERTSON,  Se<^ry. 

In  the  House  of  Representatives,  read,  and 
concurred  in. 

B.  WHITAKER,  Speaker, 
Attest:  H.  HOLT,  Oerk. 

Executive  Department,  Georgia, 

December  15^  1809. 
Presented,  read,  and  approved. 

D.  a  MITCHELL,  Governor, 
Attest:       E.  E  ARLY,  Secretary,  E.  D. 

Secretary  of  State's  OrncE, 
..MiLLEDOviLLE,  February  7, 1810. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  cop^  of 
the  original  deposited  in  this  office,  with  the 
great  seal  of  the  State  affixed  thereto. 

H.  MARBURY,  Seci'^y  of^tate. 


ExGCUTivB  Department,  Georgia, 

LotJisviLLE,  December  10^  1806. 
Sir:  Agreeably  to  a  resolution  of  the  General  As- 
stmbty  olthis  State,  I  do  myself  the  honor  to  en- 
close to  your  Excellency  dopies  of  sdndry  resoln* 
tions,  passed  at  their  last  session,  relative  to  ascer* 
taining  the  limits  of  this  State.  In  conformity 
with  one  of  the  resolutions,  theLegislature  did,  on 
the  5th  instant,  proceed  to  elect  Co«iraissioners 
on  the  part  of  this  State^  when  it  appeared  that 
Thomas  P.  Caries,  Thomas  Flournoy,  and  Wil- 
liam Barnett,  Esquires,  were  elected  to  ascertain 
the  35th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  plainly  to 
mark  the  dividing  line  between  the  States  of 
North  Carolina  and  G^^ofgia. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &m. 

JARED  IRWIN. 
Bb  Exc'y  the  QoYERTxoKcf  North  Carolina. 


On  inquiry,  I  find  the  countrv  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  boundary  is  thinly  inhabited,  and 
that  it  is  hardly  jprobable  that  the  CommisaioBers 
can  be  comfbrtabljr  accommodated  in  ita  vicinity 
during  their  negotiations.  Permit  me,  therefore, 
to  propose  Buncombe  court-house,  in  this  State, 
as  a  suitable  place,  for  the  meeting  of  tlie  Cmnr 
missioners,  and  that  the  same  should  take  place 
OB  the  20th  of  April  nexL  If,  however,  neiiheff 
the  time  nor  place  should  meet  with  your  anpro- 
bation,  please  to  alter  them  so  as  to  make  it 
agreeable  to  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of 
Georgia,  as  no  difficulty  shall  arise  on  thia  head, 
as  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of  this  Sute 
are  disposed  to  accede  to  any  prpposition  in  this 
respect  that  you  should  be  pleased  to  make. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  by  this  State  on 
the  subject  of  boundary  are  Messrs.  John  Steely 
John  Moore,  »nd  James  Willborn. 

You  will  please  to  inform  me  bv  the  earliest 
opportunity  what  arran|fement  you  nave  thought 
proper  to  make  on  this  important  busiDesa. 

With  high  consideration  and  respect,  ^ke* 

NATH'L  ALEXANDER. 

*His  Eie'y  the  Gqvbrmor  of  Georgia, 


Executive  Department, 
Raleigh,  (N.  C,)  Jan.  1, 1807. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  Excellency's  favor,  dated  the  IQth 
of  December  last,  accompanied  with  certain  res- 
lutions  entered  into  by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia,  relative  to  the  boundary  line. 

It  was  with  satisfaction  I  saw  that  measures 
had  been  adopted  that  may,  and  no  doubt  will, 
lead  to  an  amicable  adjustment  of  our  territorial 
differences. 

Enclosed  you  will  receive  the  copy  of  a. law 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina  at 
Its  last  session ;  by  adverting  to  it  you  will  ob« 
serve  that  the  objectionable  parts  o?  the  former 
law  are  removed ;  thus  it  is  eipected  that  no  dif- 
ficulty can  result  in  determining  the  equitable 
claims  of  the  two  States  by  their  conferees. 


ExEctTTivB  Department, 
Louis viLLBj  (Qa.,)  March  11, 1807. 

Sir:  Immediately  upon  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  ofthe  1st  of  January  last.  I  wrote  the  Com- 
missioners, on  the  part  of  this  State,  and  informed 
theni  of  the  time  and  place  proposed  by  yoar  Ex- 
cellency for  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  of 
both  States  to  meet  at  and  adjust  our  drfierenees 
respecting  boundary  ;  to  which  I  receiyed  their 
answers  on  the  27th  ultimo,  wherein  they  ioform- 
ed  me  that  they  will  be  at  the  place  appointed  bv 
you  on  the  Idth  of  June  next,  of  which  you  will 
please  to  notify  the  Commiitsiooecs  om  the  part 
of  the  State  over  wKich  yoq  preside. 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  dbc«  . 

JARED  IRWIN. 

His  Exc'y  the  Governor  of  North  CaroUna. 

ExBOUTivE  Department, 
Ralhigh,  (N.  a,)  March  35,  1807. 
.  &IR :  It  is  with  pleasure  I  acknowledgfe  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  dated  the  11th  ipstant,  in  an- 
swer to  mine  dated  the  1st  of  January  last,  oa 
the  subject  of  boundary.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say 
that  the  time  proposed  will  be  considered  agree- 
able to  the  Commissioiiers  of  this  State  ;  I  shall 
accordingly  insiroct  them  to  proceed  to  Bun- 
combe cojQi^t-honse»  within  this  State,  to  be  there 
on  the  15th  of  June  next,  as  proposed,  prepared 
to  ehter  upon  the  duties  of  their  appomtmesi. 
On  the  14th  day  of  the  present  month,  1  had  the 
honor  of  addressing  a  letter  to  you,  wherein  I 
declined  a  meeting  of  the  Commissionera  on  the 
28th  of  April  next  as  (Hroposed,  for  the  wattl  of 
time  to  make  the  necessary  arrnngemeats,  as  I 
had  not  heard -from  you,  but  your  last  < 


cation  has  obviated  all  difficulty,  I  hope* 

I  have.  dbc.  N.  ALEXANDER. 

His  Exc'y  Jarbo  Irwi^,  Governor  of  Qtorgia. 
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-  July  25, 1807.  , 
We,  the  andersigned,  a  majority  of  the  Commis- 
aioaers  appointed  to  ascertain  the  thirty-fif\h 
degree  of  north  latitude,  and  on  that  parallel 
to  run  and  plainly  ntark  the* boundary  line  be- 
tween the  States  of  Geoi^ia  and  North  Caro- 
lina, f  espectfbliy  report : 

That,  in  pursuance  of  the  power  and  authority 
in  us  vested,  we  prpceeded  to  Buncombe  court- 
house, in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  the^e. 
on  the  15th  day  of  June,  (as,  previously  agreed 
on,)  we  were  met  by  Generals  John  Steele,  John 
Moore^  and  Barnes  Willborn,  accompanied  by 
their  artist,  the  Reverend  Joseph  Caldwell*   The 
day  after  our  meeting  a  board  was  formed,  and 
the  businesa  of  our  mission  was  entered  into, 
after  exchanging  and  re-exchanging  credentials, 
and  being  satisfied  that  the  powers  given  to  the 
Commissioners  by' each  State  were  sufficiently 
ample.    It  was  then  proposed  by  the  Comrais- 
aioners,'  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina,  that  some 
|>reTious  arrangements  ought  to  take  place  rela- 
tive to  the  claimants,  under  paten t$  from  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  so  far  as  they  covered 
land  which  might  be  found  to  be  within  the  lijn- 
its  of  the  State  of  (Georgia,  on  our.  ascertaining 
the  line;  and  that,  so  far  as  the  Commissioners 
were  competent,  an  amnesty  for  all  disotrders  and 
offences  (under  th^  degree  of  capital)  heretofore 
committed  within  the^county  of  Walton  should 
be  agreed  on.    On  these  subjecur  it  was  thought 
expedient  to  rtdac^  to  writing  the  sense  of  the 
Oommissibnera,  which  was  accordingly  done  in 
the  form  of  articles,  which  is  herewith  transmit- 
ted, and  distinguished  by  No.  1. 

it  will  be  pe^eei?ed,  by  the  tenor  of'this  instru- 
ment, that  the  Commissioners  on  the  part  pf 
North  Carolina,  entertained  no  manner  of  doubt 
but  that  the  line  of  demarcation,  between  the  two 
Btatea  would  be  found  in  the  neighborhood  of  the 

Elace  where  preceding  astronomical  observations 
ad  fixed  it.  It  was  then  proposed  and  agreed  to. 
that  the  Commissioners  should  forthwith  prdceed 
to  the  house  of  a  Mr.  Justice,  living  on  the  route 
from  Afhville  to  the  Blue  ridge,  and  about  three 
miles  from  that  part  of  the  ridge  where  the  Ken- 
taekf  road  from  South  Carolina  cj^osses  .  the 
same. 

On  our  arrival  at  this  place,  an  ardfi<fial'  hori- 
zon was  prepared,  under  the  direction  and  super- 
iotendence  of  Mr.  Meiss,  on  the  part  of  Georgia, 
and  Mr.  Caldwell,  on  the  part  of  North  tJ^rolina. 
The  result  of  their  observations,  as  reported  to 
the-Commissioners,  will  be  found  oh  the  journal 
herewith  tmnsmitted,  marked  with  the  letter  A. 
Taking  the  mean  difierence  it  is  found  that  Jus- 
tice's is  on  latitude,  north  35«  22'  32"  20.'''  We 
take  leave  to  state,  that  when  the  report  of  this 
first  observation  made  at  Justice's,  was  received, 
oar  astonishment  and  disappoiatraent  were  great 
in  the  extreme.  We  who  had  been  taught  to  be- 
liet'e,  from  preceding  calculations,  and  ihose 
made  under  the  authoritv  of  our  Goveriiment, 
and  bf  a  person  whose  public  station  obliged  us  I 
to  believe  that  a  scientific  fault  could  not  be  at*  I 


tributed  to  him,  had  the  most  abundant  reason  to 
be  astonished  and  mortified  at  the  result  of  thk 
first  attempt,  which  made  a  difierence,  and  varied 
from  the  preoedtog  observations,  twenty  miles  or 
upward.    The  case  was  the  more  perplexing  and 
unaccountable,  when  we  reflected  that  all  the 
observations,  both  by  the  Surveyor  General  of 
this  State,  and  the  present  artists,  were  made  by 
the  same  kind  of  iustrumeots,  and  such  as  have 
become  proverbial  for  their  verity  and  accuraef« 
We  were,  however,  accompanied  hy .an  artist  ap* 
pointed  by  the  Government,  whose  ulents  and 
integrity  we  had  no  reason  to  doubt,  and  of  course 
were  under  the  necessity  of  suspending  our  aa- 
tonishment.  and  proceeding  on  the  duty  assigned 
us.    AAeY  nis  ok^ervation  was  made,  and  report- 
ed, which  was  on  Sunday,  the  21st  day  of  Jnae, 
making  the  mean  difference,  as  above  stated,  we 
proceeded  about  fifteen  mil«i  west  to  a  Mr.  Lane's, 
Qear  the  mouths  of  Davicfeon's  and  Little  riveb, 
where  Mr.  Stnrges  ascertained  the  thirty- fifth 
degree  of  north  latitude  to  he.    At  this  place,  on 
the  22d  June,  great  pains  were  taken  to  oonstruet 
an  artificial  horizon,  with  which  each  of  the  as- 
tronomers expressed    themselves  satisfied..  Oa 
taking  theli^titude  of  this  place,  the  report  stands 
thus : 

0    '     ff  fn 

North  Carolina      -       -       .       -  35  17    6  93 
Georgia  •        -       -       -       -  35  18  10  22 

After  finding)  froip  tfaie  foregoing  observationi 
that  we  were  upward  of  lievenieen  minutes  north 
of  the  desired  point,  we  ac^reed  to  proc^  to  Cee* 
sar's  head,  a  place  on  the  Blue  ridge,  about  twelve 
horizontal  miles  directly  south,  and  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Dowthei's  Gap.  It  was  stated  by  tfaM>se 
persons  present,  who  were,  said  to  be  best  inform- 
ed,, that  this  was  the  most  southern  point  to  be 
found  on  the  Blue  ridge  within  the  present  boun- 
dary line,  and  that  here  a  natural  and  smooth 
horizon  might  be  cotnmanded,  which  situatioa 
was  stated  by  the  attendant  astronomers  to  be  all 
important.  On  our  arrival  at  this  place,  within 
one  hundred  yards  of  the  ^summit  of  the  Bti^  * 
ridge,  the  astronomers,  after  having  viewed  the 
; ^eights,  verbally  stated  that  an  artificial  horizon 
waa  again  to  be  resorted  to,  alleging  that  the 
view  of  the  natural  horizon  from  the  mountain 
was  too  distant  and  remote  to  be  depended  on : 
whether  this  was  a  sound  reason  for  abandoning 
a  natural,  and  resorting  to  an  artificial  horizon, 
We  leave  to  others  better  skilled  in  thisimpoj^tant 
science  than  ourselves  to  determine.  We  caa 
now  only  say,  what  we  then  said,  that  the  reason 
ofiered  lor  relinquishing  a  natural  horizon,  and 
embracing  an  artificial  one.  did  not  appear  to  us 
satis/actory.  An  artificial  horizon  was  then  con- 
structed in  view  of  our  camp;  on  the  24th  of 
June  observations  were  taken  and  produced  the 
following  result : 


Geontia  -       -       -       -       -  36  11 

North  Carolina      -       •       -       -  35    9 

On  the  2Bth  June  (the  25th  being 
cloudy)  the  observations  were : 
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Georgia 35    6  20  24 

Norih  Carolina      -        -        -        -  36    7  21  11 
Aod,  on  the  28(h  Jujae,  which  was 

the  last  obser?atioo : 
Georgia  makes  the  latitude    -       -  35  02  57  56 
North  CaroliDa      -       -        -        -  35  04  54  04 

This  last  observation  (on  the  28(h)  was  made 
voder  very  unfavorable  circumstances,  as  the 
clouds  obscured  the  sun  about. the  time  he  was  on 
the  meridian,  in  such  a  degree  that  only  an  im- 
perfect alimpse  could  be  obtained. 

The  Commissioners  bn  the  part  of  each  Staite 
believing,  from  the  observations  made  and  re- 
ported by  the  attendant  artists,  that  the  thirty- 
fifth  degree  of  north  latitude  could  not  be  found 
on  the  summit  or  to  the  north  of  the  most  south- 
ern point  of  the  Blue  ridge;  agreed-to  and  signed 
certain  articles  of  agreement,  which  are  called 
articles  supplementary  to  those  entered  into  at 
Ashville,  to  which  we  beg  leave  to  refer. 

The  reports  of  the  astronomers,  oh  the  part  of 
each  State,  are  herewith  transmitted. 

Mr.  Secretary  Robinson  is  in  the  possession  of 
the  journal  of  our  proceedings,  from  the  time  of 
our  meeting  at  Greenville  until  the  close  of  our 
mission,  together  .with  a  statement  of  expendi- 
tures,  and  the  necessary  vouchers,  all  which  he  is 
directed  to -lay  before  your  Excellency  on  his  re- 
turn to  the  seat  of  Govern ment.^ 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

THOMAS  P.  CARNES, 
WILLIAM  BARNETT. 

His  Bx<^'y  Jareo  Irwin,  Governor  of  Georgia, 


The  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the  States  of 
Georgia  and  North  Carolina,  having  freely  <px- 
chang^d  ideas  on  the  subject  of  their  mission, 
and  believing  that  every  measure  ought  to  be 
pursued  which  would  bear. the  stamp  of  con- 
ciliation and  good  will,  have  agreed  iq  the  foK 
lowing  articles : 

Article  1.  It  is  mutually  Agreed  and  admitted 
tk^  the  territories  of  the  said  States  of  Georgia 
and  North  Carolina,  as  far  as  they  adjoin  each 
other,  are.  and  of  right  oueht  to  be,  separated 
and  bounded  by  the  thirty-nfih  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  in  fu- 
ture all  nlanner  of  dissensions  concerning  juris- 
diction, the  underwritten,  Comraissioneri*  will 
Sroceea  forthwith  to  ascertain  the  said  thirty- 
flh  decree  of  north  latitude,  and  to  run  and  mark 
the  line  accordioffly;  which  line,  when  ascer- 
tained and  completed  with  joint  concurrence, 
shall  forever  after  be  regarded  as  the  line  of  sep- 
aration and  boundary  between  the  two  States. 

Art.  2.  The  Commissioners  on  the  part  of 
Gkorgia  do  not  consider  their  powers  competent 
to  en^er  into  any  stipulations  which  wotild  bipd 
the  government  of  the  said  State  to  confirm  en- 
tries or  grants  for  land  heretofore  made  or  ob- 
tained under  the  authority  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  which  land,  oh  the  running  of  the  line, 
may  be  found  to  be  within  the  State  of  Georgia.; 
but  impressed  with  the  justice  of  a  certain  pro- 


portion of  the  said  claims,  and  the  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances which  entitle  them  to  coDsideratiov, 
the  said  Commissioners  promise  and  agree  to 
recommend  them  in  a  special  manner  to  the  lib- 
erality of  their  government,  not  doubting  bat 
that  the  Legislature  thereof  will  by  law  proride 
for  tbe  confirmation  and  establishment  of  the 
said  titles  in  a  manner  which  will  aflbrd  a  satis- 
factory and  adequate  relief;  and  to  this  end  the 
said  Comnvissioners  will  recommend  the  estab- 
lishment of  an  impartial  tribunal  for  the  special 
purpose  of  inquiring  into,  and  ascertainiog  tbe 
varioua  descriptions  of  such  claims,  and  of  deter- 
mining on  each,  according  to  their  respectire 
merits,  and  as  reason  and  equity  may  reqoire, 
which  tribunal,  the  said  Commissioners  will  also 
recommejid,  to  be  composed  of  three  persons,  te 
be  appointed  an^  paid  by  each  State;  bnttbey 
shall  convene  and  hold  their  meetings  in  tbe 
State  of  Georgia,  and  their  decisions  shall  U 
concrtisrve. 

Art.  3.  There  having  been  great  dissensiois 
between  the  people  resident  in  the  neighboriag 
counties  of  Buncombe  and  Walton,  and  the  said 
dissensions  having  produced  many  riots,  roaiS) 
affrays,  assaults,  batierie?,  trespasses,  woundiogs, 
and  imprisonments,  as  well  on  one  side  as  on  the 
other,  and  it  being  of  primary  impor^nce  that 
peace  and  tranquillity  should  be  restoredL  and  all 
animosity  and  ill-will  forever  buried  between 
people  who,  from  their  local  situations,  if  ill,  id 
all  probability,  be  constrained  to  continue  is  tbe 
vicinity  of  each  other ;  and  as  the  seferal  oat- 
rages  committed  on  both  sides  |()roceeded  moie 
(as  the  undersigned  are  impressed)  fromatnis- 
taken  zeal  to  support  the  Government  to  wbicji 
they  thought  themselves  const itutionallfboood, 
than  from  a  wish  to  injure  their  ndfbbor^of 
disturb  the  public  pehce,  the  andersigoed  agw 
to  recommend,  in  the  most  earnest  oaimeT,to 
the  Legislatures  of  their  respective  States wpw 
laws  of  amnesty,  -forgiveness,  and  oWirion.  f« 
all  such  offences  (under  the  destree  of  capii|l)» 
may  have  been  committed  within  the  said  eo8i|' 
ties  of  Buncombe  and  Walton,  respectively,  sub- 
sequent to  the  lOth  day  of  December,  in  thcfaj 
1803,  and  which  shall  have  arisen  from,  tad  m 
relation  to.  the  disputes  Which  existed  eoneefB- 
ing  the  jurisdiction  of  the  two  States. 

in  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set 
our  hands  and  affixed  our  seals,  as  Coinm»' 
sioners  of  our  respective  States,  at  BuncooJJ 
court-house,  in  the  State  of  Norih  Carolini,w« 
18th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1807. 


JOHN  STEELE, 
THOMAS  P.  CARNES, 
JOHN  MOORE. 
WM.  BARNETT, 
JAMES  WILLBORN. 


Signed,  sealed,  and  interchangeably  deliT««d» 
by  the  Commissioners  of  the  two  States,  in  ptw- 
ence  of  us,  who  have  hereunto  subscribed  as  wu* 
nesses. 

Witnesses:  James  Call,  Wm.  RobertsoD, Jo- 
I  seph  Caldwell,  J.  Meigs. 
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Bcfundary  between  ?hrfh  Carolina  and  Cfeorgia. 


The  CommissioDers  of  the  States  of  Georgia 
and  North  Cerolioa  having  discovered,  by  re- 

e>ated  astronomical  observations  made  on  the 
lue  ridffe  and  elsewhere,  that  the  thirty-fifth 
degree  ofnorth  latitude  is  not  to  be  found  on  any 

{»art  of  the  9aid  ridge  of  moimtains.  east  of  the 
ine  established  by  the  General  Governknent,  as 
Che  temporary  boundary  between  the  while  peo-^ 
pie  and  the  lodians,  and  having  no  authority  to 
proceed  over  th^t  boundary  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  said  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  of  running  and  marking  the  line  ac- 
cordingly: and  being  desirous  that  all  causes  of 
collision  or  irritation  between  the  jurisdictions 
and  people  of  the  ^wo  States,  may  be  effectually 
aad  completely  prevented,  have  agreed  to  the  fol- 
lowing articles  in  addition  and  supplementary  to 
the'  convention  agreed  lo  at  Buncombe  court- 
house, on  the  18ih  day  of  the  present  month,  viz : 
Art.  1.  The  Commissioners  of  Georgia,  for 
and  on  the. part  of  their  State,  acl^nowled^e  add 
admit,  which  acknowledgment  and  admission  are^ 
founded  on  the  aforesaid  astronomical  ohserva* 
tions,  that  the  Skate  of  Georgia  hath  no  claijpi  to 
the  soil  or  jurisdictioi)  of  any  part  of  the  territory 
northwest  of  the  ridge  of  monotains  which  di- 
Tides  the  eastern  from  the  western  waters,  com^ 
monly  called  the  Blue  ridge,  and  east  or  sdu^h  of 
the  present  temporary  boundary  line  between  the 
white  people  and  the  Indians. 

And  that  they  will,  consequently,  recommend 
to  the  Legislature  6f  the  State  of  Georgia  to  re- 
peal^ at  their  next  ensuing  session,  the  act  to  es- 
tablish the  county  of  Walton^  and  to  abrogate 
and  to  annul  all  JSzeeutive,  Ministerial,  or  other 
proceedings  for  the  organization  thereof. 

Art.  2.  The  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the 
State  of  NoHh  Carolina,  promise  and  agree  to 
recommend  to  tfieir  Government,  and  particu- 
larly to  the  magistrates,  sherif&^and  other  officers, 
-civil  and  military^  in  the  county  of  Buncombe,  to 
execute  the  laws  concerning  forfeitures  and  pen* 
altiet,  and  in  every  other  ^eppect  where  the  State 
may  be  concerned,  f  under  the  degree  of  felony,) 
npon  and  towards  the  people  who  have  adhered 
to  the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  late  dissensions 
<;oncernin|^ Jurisdictions,  with  mildness  and  clem- 
ency, aiMi  if  the  said  officers  can  do  it  consistently 
with  their  obligations  of  official  duty,  that  they 
forbear  to  institute  suits^and  to  distrain  or. exe- 
cute for  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  as  afore- 
said, between  the  lOth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  1803,  and  the  datepf  this  agreement,  until  the 
sense  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  had  and  known 
thereon. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our 
hands  and  affixed  our  seals,  as  Commissioners  of 
oar  respective  States,  near  Dowthei's  Gap,  on  the 
summit  of  the  Blue  ridge,  the  twentj^-seventh  day 
of  June,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seven. 

JOHN  STEELE, 
T.  P.  CARNES, 
JOHN  MOORE, 
WILLIAM  BARNETT, 
JAMES  WILLBOBN. 


Signed,  sealed,  and  interchangeably  delivered, 
by  the  Conimissioners  of  the  two  States,  in  pres- 
ence of  us,  ^ho  have  subscribed  hereunto  as.  wtt- 
nesxes. 
Witnesses: 
J.  Mbios, 

Joseph  Caldwbll, 
Wm,  Robertsom,        i 
Amos  Josticb^  ^ 


At  Mr.  Justice's, 

Saturday,  June  20,  1807. 
We  have  had  but  one  satisfactory  observation, 
which  we.  made  this  day.  The  result  of  an  aver- 
age or  mean,  is,  that  we  are  in  the  latitude  of 
thirty-five  degrees,  twenty-two  minutes,  thirty- 
two  seconds  and  twenty  thirds,  north,  viz:  35* 
20'  32"  20'^' 

We  are  confident  that  it  will  be  advisable  for 
the  Commissioners  to  proceed  to  a  station  further 
southward,  that  we  may  be  able  to  perform  with 
satisCiction  to  ourselves  the  duty  assigned  to  os. 
J.  MEIGS, 
J.  CALDWELL. 
.    To  the  Commissioners,  d;c. 


At  Mr.  Laicb's, 

Monday,  June  22,  I8O7. 

Gentlemen:  We  agree  that  the  circumstances 
attending  our  astronon^ical  observation  this  day 
have  been  as  favorable  as  we  have  a  right  to  ex- 
pect in  any  case  where  the  principles  pfHadley's 
quadrant^or  the  sextant,  constitute  the  firstobjeet^ 
and  we  find  the  latiti^de  to  be  thus :  viz : 

The  astronomer  J  on  the  part  of  North  Caro- 
lina, makes  the  latitude  to  be  thirty<-five  degree^ 
seventeen  minutes,  six  seconds,  and  ninetv*threa 
thirds.  And  the  astronomer,  on  the  part  or  Geor- 
gia, makes  the  latitude  thirty-five  degrees,  eigh* 
teen  minutes,  ten  seconds,  and  twenty-two  thirds. 

o      /      //   //# 

North  Carolina     -       -       -       •    35  17    6  93 
Georeia        -       -       -       -       -    36  18  10  22 
Allwhfch  is  respectfully  submitted. 
J.  MEIGS. 
J.  CALDWELL. 
Jo  the  Commissioners,  d^. 


NsAa  Dowthbt's  Gap,  Blue  rioob, 
r  June  24, 1807. 

Gbntlgmbn  :  The  circumstances  attending  oar 
astronomical  observation  this  day  have  not  heen' 
so  favorable  as  we  wished  ;  however,  we  had  a 
glimpse  of  the  sun  at  or  very  near  his  meridiaa 
altitude. 

The  result  is  as  follows,  viz : 

Georffia  gives  the  latitude  to  be  thirty-five  da* 
grees,  eTeren  minutes,  and  one  second  north. 

North  Carolina  gives  the  latitude  thirty-fira 
degrees,  nine  minutes,  fifteen  seconds,  and  twen* 
ty-one  thirds,  viz: 
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Boundary  between  North  Carolina  and  Oeorgia. 


Georgia        -       -       -       -       -    35  11    1    a 
North  Carolina    -       *       -       -    35    9  15  21 
All  which  is  respectfully  suhmftted. 

J.  CALDWELL, 
J.  MBUQS. 
To  the  CoMMisaioNERfl,  4c* 

^  Near  Dowthet's  Gap,  June  26, 1807. 

Gentlemen:  We  had  but  a  momeotary  view 
of  the  8UD  when  on  'the  meridiaa  yesterday,  as 
the  result  of  which  we  state  the  latitude  to  be 
thus,  Tiz :       . 

Georgia  makes  it  thirty -fire  degrees,  six  min- 
vtes,  twenty  seconds,  and  twenty-lot^r  thirds. 

North  Carolina  makes  it  thirty  five  decrees, 

seven  minutes,  twenty-one  seconds,  and  eleven 

thirds.  ' 

h      /    H     m 

Georgia -    35    6  20  24 

North  Carolina    -       -       -       ;    35    7  21  11 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 
J.  MBIGS, 
J.  CALDWELL. 

To  the  COMMISBIONBRB,  dbc. 

Dowthet's  Gap,  Jwm  28, 1807. 
To  the  Commissioners  of  North  Carolina  apd 
Georgia,  for  ascertaining  the  boundary  line  be- 
tween tne  two  States.    The  artists  acting  for 
them  report : 

That,  by  observation  made  this  day,  which 
each  pronounce'  to  be  exceedingly  uncertain,  ott 
account  of  cloudy  weather,  the  artist,  oo  the  part 
of  Gkor^a,  has  found  the  latitude  of  this  place 
to  be  thirty-five  degrees,  two  minutes,  fifty-sevea 
second^  and  ifty-six  thirds ;  and  the  artist;  on 
the  part  of  North  Carolina,  has  found  the  latitude 
to  be  thirty-five  degrees,  four  minutes,  fifty-fqnr 
seconds,  and  four-thirds. 

Georgia        -        -       -        -        -    35    2  67  56 
North  Carolina     -        r        -        -35    4544 
AU  which  is  respactfuUy  submitted. 
J.  MEIGS. 
J.  CALDWELL. 


ExEocjTivE  Department, 

MiUedgeviUe^  Dec.  28, 1808. 

€ir:  The  Legislature  of  this  Stale,  at  their 
last  session,  passed  a  resolutioh  reouesting  me  to 
write  your  Excellency,  and  to  urge  the  necessity  of 
your  appointinff  Commissioners  to  meet  those 
appointed  last  Winter,  on  the  part  of  this  State, 
10  ascertain  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north  iati- 
tode,  and  to  mark  the  dividing  line  between  the 
two  States. 

Permit  me  to  reqikest  your  Excdlenoy's  atten- 
tipii  to  this  business  as  early  as  possible. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir^  your  Excellency's 
■KMt  obedient  servant, 

JARED  IRWIN. 

His  Bxc'y  the  GovBRNOft  of  iV^  CaroUtuu 


North  Carolina, 

Raleigh,  March  21, 1809. 
Sir  :  I  am  sorry  a  temporary  abseace  from  tbit 
place  has  prevented  my  answering  sooner  your 
favor  of  the  28th  of  December  last. 

It  would  afford  me  real  gratification  to  coatri- 
bote  to  the  friendly  adjustment  of  those  difier- 
eaces  on  the  subject  of  foonndaty,  which  btre 
for  some  time  unhappily  subsisted  betweea  tkc 
two  States. 

As  intimated  by  my  predecessor,  Governor 
Williams,  in  his  letter  pf  the  10th  of  Jaly  lastjii 
answer  to  yours  <^  the  17th  of  March,  and  9lkof 
June,  1808,  your  letters,  with  the  resolutions  of 
the  State  of  (j^rg^ia.  sent  with  the  first,  were,by 
him,  laid  before  our. Legislature  at  their  latest 
sion,  who  resolved  to  concur  in  the  report  oft 
committee  thereon,  of  which  I  send  yon  a  copy, 
enclosed,  as  also  copies  of  two  acts  passed  at  Uie 
session  preceding  upon  the  same  subject,  ^roo 
them  you  will  perceive  that  the  Lqg^islatvre  of 
this  State  consider  tbie  subject  of  difference  is 
solemnly  adjusted.  Indeed,  it'  does  not  retdilj 
occur  on  what  basis  the  adjustment'  is  to  rest,  if 
i^ot  upon  that  where  it  now  stands. 

The  plighted  faith  of  the  two  States  to  abt^ 
by  the  determioation-of  Commissiooefs.  motoally 
coosen  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  adjoscmeair 
and  the  adjustment  of  those  Commissiooert  s^ 
tually  made,  I  cannot,  therefore,  consistently  wiiii 
my  sense  of  duty,  make  the  appointmenu  or^ed 
in  your  letter  of  December  last. 

I  have  the  hoaor  to  be  d^. 

DAVID  STONE. 

His  Exc'y  the  Govurhok^/ Chorgia* 


:.    EXECDTIVB  DSPARTMRNT,  GcOROlif 

MiLLAooBviLLR,  March  16, 1809. 

Sir  :  I  wrote  you  on  the  28th  of  December  Usir 
requesting  your  ExcelUncv  to  inform  me  whe- 
ther you  mtended  to  send  Commissioners  on  tbe 
part  of  North  Carolina,  to  meet  those  appoioud 
on  the  part  of  this  State,  to  ascertain  the  tkirtf- 
fifth  decree  of  dorth  latitude,  and  to  mark  tbe 
dividing  line  between  the  two  Slates,  to  whiek 
I  have  not  been  favored  with  an  answer.  Pe^ 
niit  me  again  to  urge  the  necessity  of  having  tbe 
line  permanently  fixed.  The  unhappy  siuiatiM 
of  the  inhabitants  of  that  tract  of  couatry,  esUei 
Walton  county,  calls  aloud  for  an  adjostmeatof 
the  existing  difiereiHse  between  the  two  Sutei 
relative  to  boundary. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.    - 

JARED  IRWIN. 

His  Bxe^y  the  Goverkor  ofNoHk  CaroUm. 

State  of  Nortb  Carolina, 
Raleigh,  AprU  19, 180a 
Sir:  your  Excellency's  letter  of  the  28tii  of 
December  last  wai  answered  on  the  21st  of  la^ 
month,  and  I  regret  very  much  it  had  not  beeo 
in  my  power  (o  pay  earlier  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject ;  presuming  that  my  answer  abovemeotiooed 
has  btea  received,  I  shall  at  present  beg  leave  to 
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nfei  to  that  as  ao  answer,  also  to  your  faror  of 
the  16th  of  March. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &^. 

DAVID  STONE. 

His  Exc'y  the  QoyERNOR  of  Qeorgia. 


Whereas  the  Slatef  of  Qeorgia  and  North  Car- 
olina»  hy  their  respective  Commiasioaera  duly  au- 
thorized for  that  purpose,  did,  on  the  18th  day  of 
Juae,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  seven*  %t  Buncombe  court* house, 
enter  into  articles  of  conventioniU  agreement,  as 
fioiiows : 

Art.  1.  It  is  mutually  agreed  and  admitted, 
that  the  territories  of  the  said  States  of  Georgia 
and  North  Carolina,,  as  far  as  they  adjoin  each 
other,  are  and  of  right  ought  to  be  separated,  anti 
botinded  by  the  thirty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude: 
and,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  in  ftiture  all 
manner  of  dissensions  ooncernioff  jurisdiction,  the 
underwritten  Commissioners  will  proceed  forth- 
with to  ascertain  the  said  thirty-nfih  df^ee  of 
north  latitude,  and  to  run  and  mark  th#  (me  ac- 
cordinglv;  which  line,  when  ascertained  and 
completed  with  joint  concurrence,  shall  forever 
after  be  regarded  as  the  line  of  separation  and 
bouofdary  between  the  two  States. 

Art.  2.  The  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of 
Qeorgia,  do  not  efimaider  their  powers  competent 
to  enter  into  aay  stioulations  whieh.  would  bind 
the  Qoyernment  or  the  said  States  to  eonilnn 
entries  or  grants  for  laiid  heretofore  made  of  ob- 
tained un^er  the  authority  ofthe  Scii<e  of  North 
Caroliaa,  which  laad,  on  the  ranniog  of  the  line, 
may  be  iound  to  be  within  the  State  of  Georgia ; 
bnt,  impressed  with  the  jastice  of  a  certain  pro- 
portion of  the  said  claims,  and  the  peculia'r  eir- 
comstalioes  which  entitle  them  to  considemtion, 
the  said  Commissioners  promise  and  agree  to  re- 
eomrnend  them  in  a  spraal  manner  to  the  lib- 
erality of  the  Governments  not  doubting  but  that 
the  Legislature  thereof  wrfl.  by  law,  provide  for 
the  confirmation  and  establishment  of  the  said 
titles  in  a  manner  which  will  afford  a  satisfactory 
and  adequate  relief;  and  to  this  end  the  said  Com- 
missioners will  recommend  the  establishment  of 
an  impartial  tribunal  for  the  speciftl  purpose  of 
inquiring  into,  and  ascertaining  the  varioos  de- 
scriptions of  such  claims,  and  of  determining  on 
each,  according  to  their  respective  merits,  and  as 
reason  and  equity  ma jr  re(juire ;  which  tribunal 
the  said  Commissioners  will  also  recoihmend  to 
be  composed  of  three  persons,  to  be  appointed 
and  paid  by  each  State ;  but  they  shall  convene 
and  hold  their  meetings  in  the  Sute  of  Georgia, 
and  their  decisions  shall  be  conclusive. 

Art.  S.  There  haviopp  been  great  dissensions 
between  the  people  resident  in  the  nefshboring 
counties  of  Buncombe  and  Walton,  ana  the  said 
dissensions  having  produced  m^ny  riots,  rouu, 
mfirays,  assaults,  batteries,  trespasses,  woundings, 
and  imprtsoaments,  as  well  on  the  one  side  as  ox\ 
the  other,  and  it  beinj^  of  primary  importance 
that  peace  and  tranquillity  should  be  restored, 
and  all  animosity  and  ill-wilt  forever  buried  be- 


tween the  people  who,  from  their  local  situation, 
win,  In  M  probability,  be  constrained  to  con- 
tinue in  the  vicinity  of  each  other;  and,  as  the 
several  outrages  committed  on  both  sides  pro- 
ceeded more  (as  the  undersigned  are  impressed)' 
from  a  mistaken  zeal  to  support  the  Government 
to  which  they  thought  themselves  constitution- 
ally bound,  than  rrom  a  wish  to  injure  their 
neighbors  or  disturb  th^  public  peace,  the  under- 
signed agree  to  recommend,  in  the  most  earnest 
manner,  to  th^  Legislatures  of  their  respective 
States  to  pass  laws  of  amnesty,  forgiveness,  and 
oblivion  for  all  such  ofiences  (under  the  degree 
of  capital)  as  may  have  been  committed  within 
the  said  counties  of  Buncombe  and  Walton,  re- 
spectively, subsequent  to  the  lOth  day  of  Decem- 
ber. 1803,  and  which  shall  have  arisen  from  and 
haa  relation  to  the^  disputes  which  existed  con- 
cerning the  jurisdiction  ofthe  two  States. 

And  whereas,  the  said  Commissioners,  with 
like  authority,  did,  on  the  27th  day  of  June,  in 
the  year  aforesaid,  at  Dowthet's  Gap,  enter  into 
articles  in  addition  and  supplementary  to  the  con- 
vention agreed  on  between  the  Commissioners 
of  Georgia  and  North  Carolina  at  Buncombe 
court-house,  on  the  18th  day  of  June,  in  the  year 
aforesaid,  whicb  articles  are aar follows: 

The  Commissioners  of  the  States  of  Gfeorgia 
and  North  Carolina  having  discovered,  by  re- 
peated astronomical  observations  ipade  on  the 
Blue  ridge,  and  elsewhere,  that  the  thirty-fifth 
degree  of  north  latitude  is  not  to  be  found  on  any 
part  of  said- ridge  of  mountains,  east  of  the  line 
es^bltshed  by  the  General  Government  as  the 
temporary  boundary  between  the  white  people 
and  tht  Indians;  and,  having  no  authority  to 
proceed  over  that  boundary  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  .said  tliirty-fifth  degree  of  north 
latitude,  and  of  running  and  striking  the  line  ac- 
cordingly: and  being  desirous  that  all  causes  of 
collision  and  irritation  between  the  jurisdictions 
and  people  of  the  two  States  may  be  eventually 
and  completely  prevented,  have  agreed  to  the  fol- 
lowing articles  in  addition  and  supplementary  to 
the  convention  agreed  to  at  Buncombe  court- 
house on  the  18th  day  of  the  present  month,  viz : 

Art.  1.  The  Commissioners  of  Georgia,  for 
and  on  the  part  of  their  State,  acknowledge  and 
admit,  which  acknowledgement  and  admission 
are  founded  on  the  aforesaid  astronomical  obser- 
vations, that  the  State  of  Georgia  hath  no  claim 
to  the  soil  or  jurisdiction  of  any  pan  of  the  ter- 
ritory north  or  west  of  the  ridge  of  mountains 
which  divides^  the  Eastern  from  the  Western 
waters, 'commonly  called  the  Blue  ridge,  and  east 
or  south  ofthe  ^present  temporary  boundary  line 
between  the  white  people  and  the  Indians ;  and 
that  they  will  consequently  recommend  to  the 
Legislature  ofthe  State  of  Georgia  to  repeal,  at 
their  next  ensuing  session,  the  act  to  establish  the 
county  of  Walton,  and  to  abrogate  and  annul  all 
Executive  and  ministerial  or  other  proceedings 
for  the  organization  thereof. 

Art.  2.  The  Commissioners,  on  the  part  of  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  promise  and  agree  to 
recommend  to  their  Government,  and  particularly 
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to  the  magistrateit.  sheriffs,  and  other  officers,  ci? il 
«Dd  military,  in  the  county  of  Buncombe,  lo  ex- 
^ecute  the  laws  concerning  forfeitures  and  penal- 
ties ;  and  In  any  other  respect,  wher^  the  Slate 
•may  be  concerned,  (^under  the  degree  of  felony,) 
ijpon  and  towards  ine  people  who  have  adhered 
to  the  State  of  Georgia  in  the  late  dissensions 
•concerning  jurisdictions,  with  mildness  and  clem- 
•ency ;  and  if  the  said  offices  can  do  it'  consist- 
ently with  theif  obligations  of  official  d4ity,  that 
they  forbear  to  institute  suits,  and  to  distrain  or 
execute  for  forfeitures  and  penalties  incurred  as 
aforesaid,  between  the  10th  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  1803  and  the  date  of  this  agreement,  un,- 
tir  the  sense  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  had,  and 
known  thereon. 

In  order,  therefore,  that  said  conventional  agree- 
ment and  the  articles  additional  and  supplemen- 
tary thereto,  may  be  carried  into  full  and  com? 
plete  effect, 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
Siqte  rf  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  the  said  con- 
ventional agreement,  and  the  articles  in  addition 
and  supplementary  thereto,  and  all  and  every  ar- 
ticle and  clause  thereof  be,  and  the  same  are  here- 
by fully  ratified  and  confirmed. 

Read  three  times,  and  ratified  in  General  As- 
sembly, the  17th  day  of  December,  JV.  D.  1807. , 
JOSEPH  RIDDICK,  5f.  5f. 
JOSHUA  a  WRIGHT,  iS.  H.  C. 

Statb  of  North  Carolina, 
Becrbtary's  Office,  March  22, 1809.  ' 
This  certifies  that  the  fore^oiai^  iia  true  copy, 
taken  from  the  original  in  thia^ffiee.    Given  un- 
der my  hand  at  Raleigh,  the  date  aforesliid, 

W.  M.  WHITE,  Secretary. 

An  Act  to  pardon  certain  offences  committed  in  that 

part  of  Buncombe  county  formerly  cllgdmed  by  the 

State  of  Georgia. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
St{Ue  of  North  Carolina,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted 
by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  all  crimes  and 
misdemeanors,  the  punishment  whereof  is  not  by 
law  capital,  which  k^ve  been  committed  between 
the  10th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  three,  and 
the  27th  of  June  last  past,  within  tliat  part  of  the 
county  of  Buncombe,  which  was  formerly  claimed 
by  the  State  of  Georgia,  and  called  the  county 
of  Walton,  be  and  the  sanae  are  hereby  pardoned, 
released,  and  put  into  total  oblivion. 

And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  this  act  shall 
be  in  force  from  and  after  the  pas^ge  of  an  act 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Georgia,  rati- 
fying and  confirming  the  conventions  entered  in- 
to by  and  between  the  Commissioners  on  the  part 
of  that  State,  and  the  Commissioners  on  the  part 
of  this  State,  on  the  18ihday  of  Juneand  the27tb 
day  of  June,  A.  D.  1807. 

Read  three  times,  and  ratified  in  General  As- 
sembly, the  18th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1807. 
JOSEPH  RIDDICK,  8.  S. 
JOSHUA  G.  MtRIQHT,  S.  H.  C. 


State  of  North  Cabolira, 
Secretary's  Office.  Mareh  22, 1809. 
This  certifies  that  the  above  is  a  true  copj, 
taken  from  the  original  in  this  office.    Given  un- 
der my  band  at  Raleigh,  the  date  aforesaid, 
W.  M.  WHITE,  Secretary, 
State  of  North  Carolina, 
fn  the  SenaUy  Dee,  7, 180a 
'  Mr.  Smith  delitered  in  the  foUowiRg  report, 
towjt: 

The  Committee  on  the  Governor's  rnesnge, 
taking  into  consideration  that  part  thereof  respcei- 
ing  the  boundary  between  this  Slate  and  Georgia, 
report :  That  they  do  not  perceive  the  necewty 
or  propriety  of  this  State  taking  any  farther  nm- 
sures  at  present  respecting  a  dispute  which  ibef 
consider  settled,  in  a  solemn  convention  signed 
on  the  18th  of  June,  1807,  at  Buncombe  coort* 
house,  by  the  Qommissiooers  of  Georgia  aod 
North  Carolina  duly;  authorized  on  the  part  of 
each  State,  and  by  certain  articles  entered  into, 
agreed  upon,  and  signed  by  said  Commissiooefs 
on  the  27ih  of  June,  in.  the  same  year,  at  Dor 
thet's  Gap.    Submitted, 

BENJAMIN  SMITH,  a 
The  foregoing  report  being  read: 
/?e«o^cCTbat  this  House  do  concur  therewith 
By  order :  J.  RIDDICK,  S.  & 

M.  STOKES,  Oeri 

In  rBS  HovBB  op  Commons,  DecS^  1806. 
>  The  foregoing  report  being  read : 
Resolved,  That  this  House  do  concur  therewith 
Bydrder; 

J03HUA  G.  WilIGHT,A£C 
P.  HENDERSON,  CUrk,  R  C 

StATB  OF  North  Caroura. 
^Secretary's  Office,  Aktrch  22, 1«» 
This  certifies  that  the  aforegoing  is  a  uoeeopTj 
taken  from  the, Journals  of  the  General  Asiem- 
bly  of  this  State. 

W.  M.  WHITE,  Sccrtfoif. 


BRIGADIER  GENERAL  JAMES  WILKINSON. 

[Communicated  to  the  HoaM»  May  1, 18I0J 
Mr.  Butler,  from  the  committee  to  whom  wis 
referred  the  resolution  of  the  4th  instant,  diitct- 
ing  an  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Bciga^^ 
General  James  Wilkinson,  in  relation  lo  his  bit; 
inff  at  any  time,  whilst  in  the  service  of  ihcUw- 
ted  Slates,  corruptly  received  money  from  w 
Government  of  Spain,  or  its  agents;  or  inreU- 
tion  to  his  having,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  bees 
an  accomplice,  or  in  any  way  concerned  wiU 
the  agents  ^of  any  foreign  Power,  or  wiih  Aa^" 
Burr,  in  a  project  against  the  dominions  of  iw 
King  of  Spaiuj  or  to  dismember  these  Udii« 
Sutes;  and  to  inquire  generally  into  the  conduct 
of  the  said  James  Wilkmson,  as  Brigadier  Gene- 
ral of  the  Army  of  the  United  Suies,  made  ik 
following  report: 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  iheier- 
eral  subjecU  of  inquiry,  and  have  infcstipwfl 
them  to  the  atmost  of  their  power,  since  the  »!•« 
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of  their  appointment,  bat  from  the  limited  period 
io  which  they  have  acted,  and  from  the  exten- 
sive and  complicated  nature  of  the  aobjects.  they 
are  under  the  necessity  of  statins,  that  thi'y  have 
not  been  able  td  make  a  tborousfh  and  conclusive 
investigation  of  the  ol)jects  of  their  inquiry. 

Such  testimony)  however,  as -they  have  been 
able  to  procure,  they  beg  leave  to  submit  as  part 
of  their  report,  and  which  may  be  referred  to  un- 
der the' following  heads  and  order: 

In  relation  to  the  first  object  of  inquiry,  to  wit :  the 
receipt  of  money  by  Qeneral  Wilkinson  from  the  Span- 
Uh  OoTemment  or  iti  agents,  refer  to  the 
'  Deposition  of  John  Ballinger,  No.  5» 

'  Letter  from  Evan  Jones,  No.  6. 

Depositions  of  F.  Langlois,  dated  the  29th  of  De- 
cember, L806,  containing  two  onginal  letters  to  himself 
from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  dated  the  28th  of  Janu- 
ary and  28th  of  Jnne,  No.  7. 
[  General  Wilkinson's  letter  to  John  Adair,  dated  An-' 

gust  7,  1795,  No.  13. 

Deposition  of  Dominiqne  Booligny,  No.  8^ 

Depoaitibn  of  Thomas  Power,  No.  9. 

Deposition  of  William  Miller,  No.  11. 

Letter  from  Joseph  Collins,  marked  A. 

Thomas  Portell's  certified  copv,  in  his  own  hand- 

^        writing,  of  the  Baron  de  Carondcdet's  instructions  to 

him,  dated  January  20, 1790,  with  translation  thereof 

from  the  Spanish,  No.  14. 

'  Correspondence  between  Thomas  Power  and  Don 

!         Thoaias  Portell,  Nos.  15  and  16. 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Power,  No.  17. 

Deposition  of  Andrew  EtUcott,  No.  19. 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
No.  20. 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  Ooveraoir  Oayoso,  No.  21. 

Thomaa  Power's  letter  .to  the  Baron  Carondelet, 
No.  22. 

Thomas  Power's  letter  to  Governor  Gayoio,  No.  28. 

Eiisba  Winter's  deposition*  marked  W. 

Deposition  6f  James  M.  Bradlbrd,  No.  25. 

Depoeition  of  Isaac  BriggSp  marked  I.  B. 

In  relation  to'  the  second  object  of  inquiry,  to  wit : 
the  connexion  of  General  Wilkinson  with  the  agents 
of  Spain  in  a  project  to  dbttember  the  United  States, 
refer  to  the  -. 

Deposition  of  Thomas  Power,  No.  34. 

A  certified  copy  of  a  letter  fmm  General  James  .Wil- 
kiBfon  to  Governor  Gayoso,  in  the  handwriting  of  Gov- 
ernor Gayoso,  dated  September  22„  1796,  marked  G.  Y. 

General  Wilkinson's  secret  instructions  to  Thomas 
Power,  in  the  handwriting  of  Philip  Noland,  No.  35. 

Thomaa  Power's  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
No.  86, 

Baron  de  Carondelet's  letter  to  Thomas  Power, 
No.  37. 

Baron  de  Carondelet's  letter  toThomIs  Power,  No.38. 

Thomas  Power^s  letter  to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
No.  40. 

General  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Thomas  Power,  No.  42. 

Thomas  Power^s  letter  to  Governor  Gayoso,  No.  43. 

General  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Thomas  Power,  No.  70. 

Baron  de  Carondelet's  letter  to  Thomas  Power, 
No.  44. 

Daniel  Clarke's  deposition,  No.  45. 

In  relation  to  the  third  object  of  inquiry,  to  wit : 
General  Wilkinson's  coimexipa  with  Aaron  Bnrr,  re- 
fer to  the 


Deposition  of  Daniel  Clarkcr  before  referred  to. 
No.  45. 

General  Wilkinson's  letter  to  John  Adair,  No.  78.  , 

Evidence  of  General  Wilkinson,  as  communicated 
to  Congress,  23d  November,  1807.  [See  **  Annals  of 
Congress,"  Ist  sess.  lOth  Cong,  pages  387,  512.] 

Evidence  of  General  Wilkinson,  President's  Mes- 
sage.    [See  ^  Annals,^'  1st  sess.  10th  Cong.  p.  512.] 

Letter  from  General  Wilkinson,  to  Daniel  Clarke, 
June  9, 1805,  marked  X. 

President's  Message  to  Congress,  22d  January.  1807. 
[See  "  Annals,"  2d  sess.  9tt  Cong^  p.  32.] 

Wilkinson's  letter  to  Colonel  McKee,  President's 
Message  to  Congress.  [See  **  Annals,"  1st  sess.  10th 
Cong.  p.  643.] 

Mr.  Tazewell's  evidence.  President's  Message  to 
Congress.    [See  *<Annal8,"  1st  sess.  10th  Cong.  p.  627.] 

Letter  in  dpher  from  .Burr  to  Wilkinson,  dated  29th 
My,  as  deciphered  by  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  at 
Richmond.  [See  « Annals,''  2d  sess.  9th  Cong^— 
Appendix,  p.  1011.] 

General  Jtfnathan  Dayton's  letters  to  Wilkinspn  in 
cipher,  President's  Message.  (&ee  ** Annals,"  Istsesa. 
10th  Cong.  p.  560.] 

'  Wilkinson's  deposi^on.  No.  81,  as  communicated  to 
Congress.    [See  *<Annals,"  2d  sess.  9th  Cong.  p.  1008.] 

Extract  of  Wilkinson's  letter  to  the  President,  not 
by  Smith,^atcd  21st  October,  1806,  President's  Mes- 
sage.   [See  *<Annals,"  1st  sess.  10th  Cong.  p.  538.] 

In  Delation  to  the  fourth  object  of  inquiry,  to  wit :  the 
conduct  of  General  Wilkinson,  as  Brigadier  General 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  refer  to  the 

Deposition  of  William  Simmons,  Esq.,  letter  S. 

Deposition  of  Captain  George  Peter,  letter  P. 

Deposition  of  Captain  William  E,  Williams,  let- 

Depositioa  of  John  Smith,  letter  H. 
-Letter  from  William  Simmona,  Esq.,  enclosing  ex- 
tracts, A,  B,  c;  D. 

Letter, from  General  Wilkinson  to  Daniel  Clark, 
No.  71. 

The  committee  think  proper,  also,  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing papers  relating  to  tobacco,  and  other  commer- 
cial transactions  in  wluch  General  Wilkinson  was  con- 
cerned, fiH>m  the  month  of—  in  the  year  1788,  to  the 
month  of  — T—  in  the  vear  ]r790,  to  wit : 

General  Wilkinson^s  account  current  with  Clark  & 
Rees,  in  the  handwriting  of  Philip  Noland^  dated  the 
8th  of  August,  1788,  No.  27. 

Philip  Noland's  account  of  salea  of  tobacco^  dated 
September  21,  1790,  No.  29. 

Wilkinson's  account  current,  with'  Clark  dc  Rees, 
dated  May  1, 1789,  contfdned  in  the  account  book, 
paffe  80. 

Wilkihson's  letter  to  Clark  &  Rees,  dated  May  20, 
1790^0.  30. 

Wilkinson's  letter  to  CUUrk  Sc  Rees,  dated  June  20, 
1790,  No.  3U 

Wilkinson  and  Dunn's  account  current  with  Clark 
and  Rees,  dated  August  29,  1789,  and  5th  September, 
1789,  with  Wilkinson's  order  and  Noland's  receipt  for 
balance.  No.  32. 

Philip  Noland's  declaration,  dated  September  10, 
1790. 

Wilkinson's  accountable  receipt,  No.  4. 

Artideaof  agreement  between  Wilkinson  and  Dium, 
and  Clark,  senior. 

Letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  Daniel  Clark, 
relaUve  to  the  Plain  Tale,  No.  2. 
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la  makiBf  (be  last  pfeeeding  statement^  the 
coinmittee  beg  lea7e  to  remark  uiat,  from  an  ex- 
amioatioo  of  the  sentence  of  the  miHtarf  court 
of  mquiryy  ordered  at  the  reqaest  of  Oeneral  Wil- 
kinson^ and  of  which.  Colonel  Burbeck  was  pres- 
ident, u  appears  that  the  tobacco  transactions  of 
General  Wilkinsonfat  New  Orleans,  in  1789  and 
1790,  constituted  a  material  part  of  that  inquiry  ; 
and  that  a  copy  of  an  account  current  was  laid 
before  the  said  court  by  General  Wilkinson,  and 
designated  by  No.  — ,  and  several  letters  accom- 
nanying  said  account,  supposed  by  the  court  to 
be  m  the  handwriting  of  Philip  Noland^  the* 
agent  of  General  Wilkinson. 

The  committee,  conceiving  that  the  papejrs 
which  had  been  collected  by  , the  said  court, 
would  aid  them  in  their  investigation,  oaade  ap- 
plication for  those  papers  to  the  Secretary  of 
War^  but  were  unable  to  obtain  them,  thev  bav« 
ing  been  taken  from  ^he  office  by  General  Wil- 
kinson, as  appears  from  the  dep^itionof  John 
Smith,  chiet  clerk  in  the  War  Office. 

The  committee  then  directed  a  subpcBna  to  Gen. 
Wilkinson,  requiring  him  tb  send  or  produce  all 
thi  papers  which  had  been  used  or  collected  by  the 
said  cQurt.  In  obedience  to  which,  General  Wii- 
kinson  sent  to  the  committee  a  packet  of  papers, 
which  did  not  co&tain  eitlier  the.  account  and 
letters  referred  to  in  the  sentence  of  the  court,  or 
the  defence  of  General  Wilkinson  ;  nor  have  the 
committee  been  able  to,  procure  them,  conse- 
quently have  not  had  it  in  their  po.wer-4o  com- 
pare the  accounts  herewith  exhibited  with  those 
which  were  laid  before  the  military  court  of  in- 
quiry ;  for  the  further  elucidation,  refer  ta  Wal- 
ter Joneses  deposition,  marked  W.  J.  The  com- 
mittee also  submit  the  deposition  of  Daniel  W. 
CoK,  authenticating  the  papers,  to  which  it  spe- 
cially refers,  marked  D.  W.  G. 


Papert  relative  to  the  first  point  of  inquiry. 
No.  5. — ^^Depoflition  of  John  Ballinger. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  the  under* 
signed,  one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the 
parish  of  New  Orleans,.  Mj.  John  Ballinger.  now 
resident  in  Cape  Girardeau,  Territory  of  Louis- 
iana, late  a  member  of  the  Kentucky  Legislature, 
who,  being 'duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  Evangelists 
of  Almig[hty  Qod,  did  depose  and  say : 

That,  in  the  forepart  of  the  Winter  of  the  year 
1789^  as  well  as  he  recollects,  his  brother  Joseph 
Balhnsrer  brought  two  mules  loaded  with  money, 
from  New  Orleans  to  the  State  of  Kentucky,  for 
General  James  Wilkinson  :  that,  from  the  fatigue 
of  the  journey  and  indisposition,  his  brother  was 
unable  to  finish  his  jouroey,  and  got  this  depo- 
nent to  -conduct  the  said  mules  and  money  to 
General  Wilkinson,  at  Frankfort,  where  he  ar- 
rived on  the  26th  Jay  of  J>ecember,  in  the  yeai: 
afpresaid.  The  said  money  was  in  leather  biags, 
and  very  heavy  loads;  and  this  deponent  Airther 
declares,  that  the  General  expressed  much  satis- 
faction at  the  receint  of  the  money,  having  been 
tHuler  some  ^apprehensions  on  account  of  the 
delay  which  had  taken  place  on  the  jourirey; 


which  said  mules  and  money  Gkneral  Wilkio- 
son  receipted  for,  which  receipt  is  among,  this 
deponent's  papers;  and  further  this  deponent 
saith  not. 

.  JOHN  BALLINGER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to  at  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  this  12th  day  of  January,  1809,  before  me. 
8AM.  W.EARLE,/.P. 

No.  6. — Letter  from  Evan  Jones  to  Daniel  Cliriu. 
New  OfiLfiANB,  Feb,  16, 1809. 

Sib:  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  yesterday,! 
remember  General  Wilkinson's  having  stopoed 
at  my  plantation  in  the  Fall  of  1789,  (as  I  tbiBi.) 
when  he  was  on  his  way  to  Kentuokv,  accompa- 
nied by  Phiirp  Nokn.  As  I  live  091  tne  west  side 
of  the  Mississippi,  aad  the  General  went  op  oa 
the  east,  he  stopped  at  sotne  plantation  nearly  op- 
pCsite  mine,  und  came  over  and  spent  a  day  or 
two  with  me. 

In  the  cokirse  of  our  conversation,  he  told  me 
that  he  had  left  a  sum  of  money  under  the  csre 
of  Nolan,  whom  he  spoke  of  as  a  man  of  ^mi 
strength;  saying  he  could  take  $2,000  with  one 
hand  from  off  a  mule  or  horse,  and  carry  tbem 
with  the  utmost  ease. into  a  house.  I  do  not  re- 
membei*  whether  the  General  mentioned  to  me  ike 
amount  he  ^9fi  taking  up  with  him ;  but,  to  tie 
best  of  my  remembrailce,  he  said  he  bad  two  moles 
or  horses  for  tbe  purpose  of  carrying  ius  moitey. 
This  is  all  I  can  recollect.of  ih^  trapsaetioo. 

I  am,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

EVAN  JONES. 

DaHibl  Oi«iiRic9,  Esq. 

No.  7. 
On  the  29th  day  of  Decembet,  in  the  year  IdOS, 
personallf  appeared  before  me^  the  under«gned, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the.peaee  for  the  coaniy  of 
Orleans,  Monsieur  Fran9oi&  Laogiois,  a  eitizen 
of  the  uiHted  States,  and  re«4ent  of  New  0^ 
leans,  who,  beiag  duly  sworn  on  the  Holy  BiUe, 
did  de^e  and  say:  That,  in  the  year  1794,be 
was  a  lieutenant  of  miittia,  in  the  service  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  and  oommandei!  the  galliot  the 
Fleche.  then  on  station  at  New  Madrid,  hftviiif 
under  nis  orders  the  gunbdat  the  Taureaa,  and 
bateau  the  Prince  of  Austria;  that,  while  there, 
a  Mr.  Owens  arrived  from  New  Orleans,  withi 
sum  of  money  entrusted  to  him  by  the  Baroo  de 
Carondelet,  to  be  delivered  to  General  Wilkin- 
son, somewhere  on  the  Ohio ;  and  this  depooeoi 
had  directioiiS'from  the  said  Baron  de  Caroode- 
let  to  take  measure^  in  concert  with  Don  Tho- 
mas Portell,  the  commandant  of  New  Madrid, 
and  the  aforesaid  Owens,  to  have  .the  som  en- 
trusted to  the  charge  of  this  latter  conveyed  in 
safety  to  its  desiiuation*  la  conaequeOce  tbereofi 
this  deponent,  at  a  ocuncil  held  at  New  Madrid, 
by  Portell,  Owens,  and  himself,  recommended 
that  resident  citizens  of  that  place  sholiid  be  em- 
ployed to  accompany  Owens;  but  his -opinion 
was  overrukd  by  Pprtell  and  Owens,  who  thought 
it  would  be  more  economical,  and  conseqnentif 
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more  agreeable  to  the  SpaDish  Goyernment,  to 
htLve  a  boat's  crew  furDistied  from  the  galliot  of 
this  deponent,  which  he  furnished.  And,  further, 
he  deposes  that  the  sum  of  $6,000,  which  t(aa 
been  brought  by  Owens  from  New  Orleans  to  Ne# 
Madrid,  and  by  him  delivered  to  Don  Thomas 
Portell,  the  commandant  of  the  foct,  was  by  Por- 
tdl  embarked  on  board  the  galliot  of  this  depo-' 
nent,  to  be  conveyed  to  the  n^outh  of  the  Ohio, 
at  which  place  he  iurnished  Owens  with  a  patttHi 
named  Pepello,  and  six  of  his  oarsmen,  and  ship- 
ped in  his  canoe  the  before  mentioned  sum  of 
$6,000,  to  be  delivered  to  General  WiJkinsoB. 
And  he  declares  that  the  sum  was  {Micked  by  him- 
self in  three  small  barrels;  but,  being  apprehen- 
sive of  some  bad  design  on  the  part  of  Owens's 
crew,  he  took  back  the  money  jnto  his  gallibt, 
and  retained  it  twenty-four  hours  rn  bis  posses- 
sion ;  when,  at  Oweus's  pressing  solicitations,  he 
redelivered  it  toJ)im,who  then  departed  with  it} 
aod  some  short  time  afterwards  he  learned  that 
Owens  had  beea  murdered  by  his  crew,  and  the 
money  made  away  with  by  them.  And  further 
he,  th^s  deponent,  declares  that  he  afterwards 
arrested,  and  sent  to  New  Orleans  for  trial,  one 
Vexerano,  ond  of  Owens^s  crew,  who  was  con* 
cerned  in  the  murderof  said  Owens,  and- plunder 
of  the  money.  He  further  deposes  that,  although 
it  was  agreed  between  the  Spanish  GovernmeiH 
and  Owea^,  to  save  aptpo^rances,  that  the  money 
should  appear  to  belong  to  £aid  Owens,  yet  he 
knows  it  was  sent  by  the  Baron  de  Carondelet 
for  the  use  of,  and  ^o  be  delivered  to,  General  Wil- 
kinson; i^ad  that,  kbowing  the  interest  which  the 
Spanish  Government  had  in  this  transaction,  he 
wrote  an  official  account  to  the' Baron  de  Caron- 
delet of  the  part  he  had  taketa  in  it,  and  the  advice 
he  had  given  respecting  the  conveyance' of  the 
money  safely  to  its  destination ;  ^nd^  in  reply  the 
Baron  regrettedahat  his  advice  had  not  been  fol- 
lowed in  every  particular.  And  the  deponent 
farther  declar^  that  Owens  had  no  other  money 
than  the  96,000  abovementioned. 

In  testimony  of  which  he  has  signed. 

F.  LANGLOIS. 

D.  BoiHiioinr,  J.  P. 

NOUVELU}  0dl«BiJI8, 

Janvier  28, 1796. 

Pai  apprit,  Moasieur,  avec  bien  de  la  peine,  par 
voire  lettrc  du  13  de  9bre,la  mortde  Mr. Owens; 
ee  malheur  est  un  de  ces  6v^aemens  que  I'oa  ne 
a^uroit  prevoir,  et  que  la  Providence  dispose  ii 
son  ffr6,  sans  que  tout  la  prudence  humaine  pv^ 
isse  r^viter ;  je  voadrois,  et  j'espdre  encore,  que 
oe  malheureux  Vexerano  sera  arr6(6,  car  cette 
action  est  trop  infame  pour  qn'il  puisse  trouver 
on  asyle. 

Je  compte  que  vous  verrez  Mr.  Rousseau  k  la 
fin  d'AvrU,  que  vous  vous  incorporerez  av^  l^s- 
eadre,  prenant  le  commandement  d'une  galore, 
avec  laquelle  voua  deseendrez  ici  &  la  fin  de  Juin ; 
h  moins  que  tous  ne  prefereriez  de  rester  encore 
avec  la  mdme  commission  dans  ces  parages;  il 
paroit  que  vous  vous  y  ^tes  bien  port^,  ce  qui 


n'est  pas  peu  de  chose  dans  des  endroits  aussi 
fi^vreux. 

A  present  que  le  Aeuve  sera  haul,  vous  devez 
redoubler  le  soin  pour  ne  laisser  introduire  per- 
sonne,  ni  aucun  papier  par  I'Obio^eodant  k  trou* 
bier  la  province ;  on  est  6tonn6,  en  Europe  de  la 
tranquillity  qui  y  jdgne,  et  oeuz  que  j'en  ai  ^oart6 
au  commencement  de  la  guerre,  ou  qui  en  sont 
sorti  pour  leur»  affaires,  6crivent  pr6sentemeat 
qu'ils  voudroient  ^tre  encore  k  la  Loui^ian^,  et 
louent  les  soins  que  nous  avons  pris  pour  en  ftoar- 
ter  les  esprits  turbulens;  d^  sorte  que  ces  m^mea 
gens  qui  vituperoient  aoirefeis  nos  dispositions, 
soot  ceuz  qui  les  exaltent  actuellement,  et  nous 
exhortent  k  les  continuer. 

Je  recommande  k  Mr.  Portell  de  bien  trailer  les 
FraQ9ois,  Royalistes,  HoUandois,  Allemands,  dbc» 
qui  se  pr^senteront,  et  don^  je  vais  former  un  bei 
§tablissement  dans  le  Ouachita;  je  vous  faisla 
m^ine  recommandation,  mais  vous  ne  leur  laisse* 
rez  aucun  papier,  livres,  ^ou  manuscrits,  ayant 
rapport  aux  affaires  du  temps. 

J'ai  Pbonneur,  avec  la  plus  par(aite  considera- 
tion, monsieur,  votre,  trds  hOmble  et  trd^  ob^is- 
sant  serviteur,    ,  D&  CARONDELET. 

Monsieur  L^NGtA)i8. 


NOUVELLE  OrLEAN^, 

^  /utn28,  1795. 

J'ai  re^u,  monsieur,  vos  lettres  du  25  Fevrier, 
14  Avril.  et  15  Mai,  par  lesquelles  vous  me  par- 
lez  de  Mr.  de  Vilemont,  comme  d'un  commis- 
sionn^  de  la  cour,  ce  qu'il  vous  ^ura  sans  doute 
fait  entendre ;  mais  il  n'en  6toit  nen.  Don  Louis 
de  YilemoDt  ^toit  porteur  d'un  passeport  de  la 
cour,  qui  lui  permet  de  voyager  pendant  quatre 
ans,  et  rien  de^u^;  foals  quand  m^me  il  ?e  scroll 
trouv^  charg6  d'une. commission,  vous  devez  sa- 
voir  qu'elle  n'est  valable  qu'autant  que  comma 
commandant  g$n6ral  dela  province,  j'aurots  ex- 
p6di6  mes  ordres  aux  commandans  particutiers 
de  lui  en  permettre  I'exercise,  et  ^u'aucun  com- 
mis&ioon6  nepeut  agir  sans  m'avdir  fait  part  au- 
oaravant  de  ses  ordres.  Puisque  la  <;hose  est  faite^ 
a  n'y  faut  plus  penser,  mais  vous  voyez  combien 
Don  Louis  Vilemont  6toit^peu  fond6  dans  ses 
discussions  avec  vous.  ; 

J'ai  6i6  enchant^  de  la  prise  que  vous  avez  fait 
du  sc6lerat  Vexerano.  k  qui  on  a  fait  ici  le  pro- 
ems, et  qui  sera  probablement  perdu :  on  pretend 
qu'il  y  en  a  un  autre  refugi^  dans  la  provmee  qui 
^toit  du  mdme  complot. 

Je  viena  de  recevoir  par  Mr.  Val6  votre  der- 
nidre  lettre.  Je  lacherai  d'arranger  ^vec  Mr. 
i'lntendant  le  d6faut  de  formality  de  vos  feuilles. 
mais  je  craios  bien  que  si  Don  Thomas  Portell 
ne  consent  k  les  intervenu  vous  ne  vous  trouviez 
embarrass^ ;  car  an  tribunal  de  cuentae  de  la  Ha- 
vane,  on  ne  les  passera  pas  sans  intervention.  Je 
ne  comprends  pas  comment  Mr.  Portell  ne  vous 
a  pas  ibstrult  k  ce  sujet. 

J'ai  I'honneur  d^^tre,  tr^  parfaitement,  moii- 
sieur,  votre  trds  humble  et  trds  oblissant  servi- 
teur, DE  CARONDELET. 

Monsieur  LANaLoia. 
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No.  13« — Oeneral  Wilkinaon  to  John  Adftir. 
AuoDST  7,  1705. 

My  Friend:  I  have  this  morning  (now^  I 
intended  to  say)  received  your  favor  by  Mr. 
McDowell.  He  has  ate  with  me,  bat  will  return 
twenty  miled  this  evening,  which  obliges  me  to 
ris«  from  cool  Madeira  to  drop  you  a  hasty  line  i 
it  wiU  be  disordered,  of  course,  for  hurry  produces 
confusion. 

1  send  that  wliich  is  handed  about  here — and 
to  me  by  Judge  Turner— as  the  bottom  of  another 
roerootable  treaty.  From  the  moiith  of  Ken- 
tucky to  the  mouth  of  t>hio,  we  have  a  near  neigh- 
borhood with  our  old  friends.  Will  it  be  a  good 
one,  or  will  mutual  aggressions  soon  throw  open 
the  temple  of  Janus  once  more?  The  Governor 
bet^.  I  am  told,  scouts  this  important  production 
of  our  Solomon.  ]t  is  my  business  to  keep  my 
peace,  which,  to  a  man  of  Tuercwry,  whose  heart 
and  tongue  are  in  unison,  is  no  easy  thing.'  If  my 
Tery  damned  and  unparalleled  crosses  and  mis- 
fortunes did  not  uncash  me,  I  would  be  with  you 
in  flour.v  But  as  I  ha^e  honor  of  $G,d90  received 
for  me  in  New  Orleans,  $1,740  only  have  reached 
my  hand — this,  independent  of  poor  Owens's  loss. 
The  whole  of  this  last  sum  is  not  lost,  but  it  is 
not  within  my  control,  and  will  nut  be  for  six  or 
nine  months.  I  am  sorry  for  old  McAfibd,  for  I 
think  he  was  an  honest  man ;  but  I  am  more  sorry 
for  his  son,  and  if  1  can  serve  him  respecting  the 

Property  left  behind,  and  you  think  him  honora- 
ie,  he  may,  on  your  recommendation,  rteeive  a 
letter  to  my  friend.  This  is  entre  nmu,  because 
I  have  refused  many. 

I  kbow  ^hat  an  emotion  of  friendship  ipduced 
yiou  togive  me  the  mare,  and  when  I  am  outdone 
m  that  commerce,  nmy  "pjerdiiion  catch  mej'* 
yet  I  leve  the  brute  I  must  confess ;  if  she  runs 
she  ihust  run  your  property,  or  she  will  certainly 
break  a  leg  or  th]|;h~you  understand  me.    I  send 

?oa  $50  by  Mr.  McDowell.  What  was  I  to  pay 
or  her?  We  must  not  misunderstand  one  an- 
other; if  I  lend  the  nag  to  you,  l|nd  any  misfor- 
tune ensues,  I  shall  not  be  pleased,  nor  will  you 
be  happy  ;  but  if  she  is  essential  to  your  pleasure 
or  pastime,  although  no  other  mlan  should  have 
the  honor  to  cross  her,  she  is  yours  at  what  she 
cost  me.  1  make  a  single  reserve;  if  you  can 
make  a  match,  and  let  me  in  for  a  bet  of  £100 
cash  J  will  divide  the  risk  of  her  safety  with  vou. 
Old  Tony,  it  is  currently  said,  will  go  to  Phila- 
delphia so  soon  as  he  finishes  the  dependencies 
of  bis  treaty;  this  i6  en/r6  not^  also ;  if  this  should 
be  true,  you  will  hear  from  me ;  in  the  mean  time 
pardon  this  scrawl,  which  I  have  not  time  to  ex- 
amine, and  believe  me  to  the  bottom. 
Your  friend  and  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
Colonel  Adair. 


formerly  adjutant  major  of  the  re^roent  of  Lou- 
isiana, in  the  service  of  His  Catholic  Majestf, 
and  now  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  (beTe^ 
ritory  of  Orleans,  who,  being  duly  sworn  on  the 
Holy  Bible,  dTd  depose  and  say,  that,  in  the  year 
1795,  as  well  a^  he  can  remember,  he  exercised 
the  functions  of  adjutant  major  in  the  regiment 
of  Louisiana,  and  was  commissioned  by  the  Got* 
ernor  the  Baron  de  Carondelet  to^condaet  the 
trial  of  one  Pepillo.  who  was  accused  of  baviog 
been  one  of  the'aatbors  of  the  death  of  Mr.  Hen- 
ry Owens,  who  had  been  assassinated  io  the  Ohio 
on  the  American  territory,  and  of  the  robbery  of 
a  sum  of  money,  of  which  thii  Mr.  Owens  wti 
the  bearer  to  General  Wilkinson,  and  which  had 
been  delivered  to  him  by  the  Spanish  GorerD- 
ment;  and  he  farther  declared,  that  it  waspabtie 
and  well  known  among  the  officers  ooder  the 
Spanish  Government,  that  General  Wilkiosoa 
was  a  pensioner  of  the  Spanish  Gpveroment,  and 
that  the  major  jmrt  of  the  people  in  office  beliered 
that  there  was  no  reliance  to  be  placed  on  the 
promises  which  the  General  made  to  the  Goven- 
ment,  because  they  could  not  persuade  t^emselres 
that  bis*  influence  could  not  induce  the  people  of 
the  Wesliem  States  to  separate  from  the  Amer- 
ican Confederation. 

D.  BOULIGNY. 
Sworn  to,  and  affirmed  before  me. 

F.DUTILLET,/./*. 


No.  8. — Deposition  of  D..  Bouligny. 

On  this  16th  day  of  the  month  of  January,  in 

the  year  1809,  perspnahy  appeared  before  me,  the 

undersigned,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  city 

of  New  OrleanS)  Mon9ieur  Don^iniqu^  Bouligny, 


No.  9^Mr«  Power^ft  depoaition  respecting  the  avdv 

of  Henry  Owens. 
.,   Peraenalljr  appeared  before  ine,  the  uodenigied, 
one  of  th^  justices  of  4he  peace  in  and  fortke 
city. of  Orleans,  Mr.  Thomas  Power/iHio  beitf 
duly  sWorn,  doth  depose :  that,  io  the  yesr  17^ 
Mr.  Henry  Owens  arrived  at  New  Madrid  firoia 
N^w  Orleans,  with  a  sum  of  money  tobedchf- 
ered  to  General  Wilkinson^  as  theHdepoDeDi  aa- 
derstanda  and  believes,  from  the  SfMnish  Got* 
ernment;  that  he  left  New  Madrid  in  the  roytl 
galliot  Fleche,,  convmanded  by  Francis  LtagloO) 
accompanied  by  a  King's  piro^iie ;  the  galliotics* 
tioed  to  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  from  whence  the 
deponent  understood  Owens  was  to  proceed  op 
the  Ohio  in  the  pirogue.    And  this  deponeat  far- 
ther saith  that,  some  time  after  the  departure  of 
the  said  Owens,  one  of  the  crew  of  the  pirogue, 
in  which  he  had  embarked  at  ibe  mouth  of  the 
Ohio^  returned  to  New  Madrid,  and  gave  infona- 
aiion  that  Owens  had  been  robbed  and  murdered 
by  the  rest  of  the  crew,  who  had  proceeded  op 
the  Ohio  with  their  booty.    And  this  depooefii 
saith  that,  some  time  in  the  year  1795,  this  depo- 
nent being  at.  New  Madrid,  Lieutenant  Atroo 
Gregg,  of  the  American  army,  arrived  there,  le* 
cc^mpanied  by  a  Mj-  Charles  Smith,  and  ^^j^ 
a  letter  from  Major  Doyle,  who  then  commanded 
at  Fort  Massac,  to  the  commandant  of  Neir  Bli- 
drid.    The  letter  stated,  the  following  cireaa* 
stances,  which  were  conftrmed  both  by  Smi^ 
and  Doyle  to  the  deponent :  that  three  of  the 
murderers  of  Owens,  after  a  variety  bf  advcBlBrt»i 
were  confined,  under  General  WiiJcinson's  ordcffi 
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at  Fort  Washington )  that  b?  his  directions  they 
were  put  in  irons,  and  placed  on  board  a  flat,  un- 
der the  direction  of  Mr.  C*  Smith,  lo  be  conveyed 
to  New  Madrid ;  that  a  letter  was  given  to  biin 
from  Wilkinson  to  the  Cbiiimandant  of  Madrid, 
containing  an  order  to  pay  $500  on  the  delivery 
of  the  prisoners :  that  Smith  was  proceeding  with 
them,  and  attempting  to  pas»  Fort  Massac  by 
nigb^  was  stopped  by  Major  Doyhe,  who  com- 
manded there,  who  would  not  petmit  them  to  be 
sent  out  of  the  territory  of  the  United  States  to 
be  tf  ied  fof  a  crime  committed  in  it.    The  letter, 

\  after  slating  these  circumstances,  requeisted  Cap- 
tiHi  Porleirtosendan  interpreter  to  examine  the 
prisoners^  who  spoke  no  EogJish.  Captain  Pbr 
tell  requested  the  deponent  to  go  oh  ihb  service, 
which  he  undertoook,  and  returned  with  Lien- 

^  tenant  Grej^g,  and  Mr.  Smith;  theiatter  haVing 
presented  his  order  for  the  $500,  the  payment  of 
which  was  refused,  as  the  prisoner?  were  not.de- 

l  livered.  On  this  deponent's  arrival  he  found  three 
of  the  boat's  crew  who  had  goYie  up  with  Owens. 
On  the  first  examination  he  confessed  the  fact  of 

[        having  murdered  and  robbed  him ;  and  they  gave 

]  tOytbe  deponent  a  circumstantial  Retail  of  their 
adventurer  afterwards.  A  few  days  afterwardf 
the  deponent  went  to  Louisville  with  Lietttehant 
Greffg  and  Mr  Smith,  for  tbte  purpose  of  inter- 
preting for  the  prisoners,  who  were  there  delivered 
to  a  justice  of  the  peace.  Captain  Harrison,  who 
transmitted  them  to  another  at  Bairdstown,  Cap^ 
tain  Frye;  but  the  men  denying  the  fact  before 
the  justices,  they  were  detained  for  further  evi- 
dence. And  this  deponent  saith,  that  he  did  not 
diwulgt  to  the  justices  the  confessions  made  by 
the  prisoners  to  him,  because  he  knew  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  Spanish  officers  to  hare  tbe'^n  de- 
livered to  them,  rathernbaft  tri^  in  the  territory 
of  the  United  States^  and  that  such  wish  arose 
from  a  fear  of  divulging  the  secret  6f  Owens's 
mission  on  a  public  trial.  And  this  deponent 
saiih,  that  he  lef^  the  prisoners  at  Bairdstown, 
and  afterward:!  understood  they  had  been  sent  to 
Frankfort,  where  they  were  afterwards  discharged 
for  want  of , evidence:  and  further  this  deponent 
aaith  npt. 

THOMAS  POWBTR. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  in  New  Or- 
leans, the  18th  March,  1809. 

El.  PITCH,  J.  P. 


quaintance  with  Mr.  Joseph  Collins,  who,  shortly 
before,  arrived  in  this  city  with  a'  Mr.  Owens, 
from  Ohio.  The  said  Cofiios  was  occupied  in 
fitting  out  a  small  vessel  in  the  Bayou  St  John, 
inr  which'  was  shipped  a  sum  of  money,  as  Col- 
lins informed  the  defwnent,  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  six  thoilksand /dollars,  which  he,  said 
Collins,  had  received  from  the  Spanish  Qovern* 
ment,  for  account  of  General  Wilkinson;  and  he 
also  informed  this  deponent,  that  a  sum  Of  nearly 
equal  amount  had  been  delive/ed  to  Mr.  Owens, 
for  ^he  same  purpose,  with  which  lie  returned  by 
way  of  the  river;  and  this  deponent  further  de- 
clares, that  this  step  occasioned,  at  the  time,  much 
surprise^  as  it  was  contrary  to  law  to  ship  cash, 
and  isubject  to  seizure  and  confiscation  when  dis- 
covered; and  this  deponent  further  declares,  that 
the  said  Joseph  Collins  set  sail  a  short  time  before 
him,  with  the  aforesaid  money  on  board,  his  ves- 
sel, as  said  Collins  informed  this  deponent ;  and 
he  afterwards  learned  that  he  had  arrived  there- 
with, in  safety,  at  the  port  of  Charleston. 

WM.  MILLER. 

Juri  par  devant  moi  ce  jour  bnzidme  du  mois 
de  Mars,  mil  huit  cent  neuf. 

DU  COURNAUX,  J.  P. 


No.  11< — Miller's  deposition  about  Collins. 
Personally  Appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  Mr.  William  Miller,  of  the  county 
of  the  Rapides,  in  the  territory  of  Orleans,  who, 
lieing  duly  sworn  on  (he  Holy  Evangelists  of 
Almighty 'God,  did  depose  and  say,  that,  some 
time  shortly  aft«r  the  hurricane  which  happened 
in  this/ country,  in  the  month  of  Au^st,  of  the 
year  1794,  he  chartered  and  fitted  out,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Robert  Cochran,  of  Natchez,  a  small 
▼essel  in  the  Bayou  St^John,  near  this  city,  in 
which  they  both  sailed  for  Pensacola  and  New 
ProTidence,  and  at  that  time  he  formed  an  ac- 


(A.)--Leiter  fit>ni  Joseph  Ceilins  to  Daniel  Clarke, 
respecting  the  receipt  of  the  money  from  Don  Qil- 
beitQ  Leonard.    ' 

Pabcago  D  LA,  AfarcA  10, 1809. 

Dbab  Sir  :  I  returned  yesterday  from  Mobile 
and  Pensacola^  and  found  your  letter  of  the  19th 
of  February  last,  requesting  me  to  send  you  the 
date  I  r^ceiYed  the  money  from  Don  Qilberto 
Leonard,  in  New  Orleans;  therefore,  have  had 
recourse  to  my  journal  round  the  Florida  point. 
1  find  that  tire  left  Bayou  St.  John  on  the  22d  of 
August,  1794,  and  mU9t  have  received  the  9^,334 
about  the  19ih  or  20th  of  August,  the  same  month. 

I  am  your  very  humble  servant. 

JOSEPH  COLLINS. 

Mr.  Daniei.  Clare^. 


No.  14.— Thomas  Portdl's  certified  copy  of  Baron  Ca- 
rondelet's  instructions  to  hmi. 

New  6rleanb,  Jan.  30,  1796. 
In  the  galley  the  Victoria,  Bernardo  Molini,  pa- 
tron, there  have  been  sent  to  Don  Vincent  Foleh, 
nine  thousand  sixhundreJ  and  forty  dollars,  which 
sum,  without  making  the  least  use  of  it,  you  will 
hold  at  my  dispOsaU  to  deliver  it  at  the  moment 
that  an  order  may  be  presented,  to  you  by  the 
American  General  Don  James  Wilkinson. 
,  God  preserve  you  many  years. 
'  DE  CARONDELET. 

To  Sefior  Don  Tomab  Pobtell. 

New  MAnnin,  June  27, 1796. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  copy  of  its  ori- 
ginal, to  which  I  refer. 

THOMAS  PORTBLL. 
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No.  15.— Translation  of  a  letter  firomt  Thomas  Power 
to  Don  Thomas  Portell,  Commandant  of  New  Mad- 
rid, dated  June  27,  1796-,  at  New  Madrid. 
Having  receiTed  verbal  instructioos  from  Mr. 
James  Wilkinson  the  American  General,  to  take 
charge  of  the  money,  which,  by  »  lieiter,  he  rc"- 
ceived  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Government, 
Don  Andres  Arme^to,  under  date  7th  or  8th  of 
March  last,  of  which  I  was  b^rer,  he  has  advice 
is  deposited  ia  this  post,  and  being  ioformed  by 
the  oQcial  letter  which  you  have  received  on 
this  business  from  the  Governor  General  of  the 
province,  of  which  you  will  be  pleased  to  furnish 
me  a  copy^  that  said  money  isi  not  to  to  be  deliv- 
ered without  an  express  order  from  the  said 
Mr.  Wilkinson,  I  find  myself  forced  to  relate, 
circumstantially,  some  particuian  to  smooth  and 
remdve  the  difiicuity  which  the  want  of  a  writ- 
ten order  on  the  part  of  the  aforesaid  General 
Wilkinson  presents.   Alrtiough  this  relation  may 
appear  an  abuse  of  <he  confidence  with  which 
the  Governor  General  of  the  province,. and  the 
SPTu^"^'  ^^  Natchez,  and  particularly  General 
Wilkinson,  have  honored  me,  I  am  persuaded 
that  the  urgency  of  the  ease  which  oflfers  will 
serve  me  as  an  excuse  and  Justification.    You 
are  not  ignorant  of  the  fact  that  Don  Manuel 
Gayoso  de  Lemos,  beibg  here  in  the  month  of 
September  of  the  year  last  past,  entrusted  to  me 
some  despatches  of  the  greatest  imporiance  for 
General  Wilkinson,  which  I  carried  to  Cincin- 
nati, and  I  returned  with  the  answers  in  the 
moijth  o(  November.    By  order  of  the  said  Don 
Mannel  Gayoso,  I  made  immediately  another 
journey  in.  the  Ohio,  and  I  ascended  it  to  Red 
Banks,  in  search  of  Mr.  Sebastian,  who  came 
with  me  to  the  mbuih  of  the  Ohio,  where  we 
naet  with  the  Governor  of  Natchez.    At  the  end 
of  December  I  accompanied  this  gentleman  to 
Natchez,  and  I  went  thence  ^o  New  Orleans. 
The  principal  object  of  ray  going  down  was  to 
takechaifge,  by  order  of  General  Wilkinson,  of 
the  money  which  you  now  bave  in  deposjte  for 
hiip,  which  is  shown  by  the  letters  which  he 
wrote  to  the  Governors  of  this  province  and  of 
Natchez;  but,  at  my  arrival,  tbe  money  bad  been 
already  sent  off  in  one  o(  His  Majesty^s  galleys 
for  this  place,  which  I  learned  from  the  Baron  de 
Carbndelet,  the  Intendant,  and  Don  Andres  de 
Armesta    I  repeatedly  treated  oh  this  business 
with  the  two  last  of  these  persons,  urging  forci- 
bly the  necessity,  of  sending  s«igar,  coffee,  i^nd 
powder  to  New  Ma4rt(i,  to  lorra  a  cargo  to  take 
to  Kentucky  with  Wilkinson's  money,  hiding  by 
this  means  the  true  intention  of  tbe  voyage,  add 

Sving  it  the  appearanqje  of  a  commercial  specu- 
tion.  All  this  Wilkinson  had  before  reiwesent^ 
ed  as  indispensable,  for  many  reasons^  particular- 
ly, to  avoid  a  misfortune  similar  to  that  .wktch 
ha4  already  oceurred.  At  last,  the  Secretary  told 
me  that  the  barge  in  which  Mr.  Aaron  Gregg,  the 
American  officer,  was  to  go  up,  was  destmed  for 
this  service,  and  that,  as  for  the  crew,  he  would 
permit  me  to  choose  among  th^  Creoles,  residents 
in  this  post,  those  who  might  appear  to  me  most 
worthy  of  conidenee;  so  that  I  left  New  Orleans 


with  the  belief  that,  at  my  return  to  this  post,  I 
should  find  everything  disposed  conformable  to 
what  I  have  just  related.     On  my  arriral  it 
Greenville,  I  informed  General  WilkinMo  of  the 
steps  which  i  had  vo  doubt  had  been  ukea,  fron 
whence  has  resulted  that  he,  like  myself,  was  im- 
pressed with  the  belief  that  all  the  measareifbr 
executing  this  service  with  success'  had  \m 
taken*    I  cannot  communicate  all  the  motifes 
why  Wilkinson  has  not  given  me  an  order  ii 
writing,  but  one  of  them  waA,  that  he  did  sot 
know  tbe  sum  of  i]^oney  which  yon  had  to  de- 
liver to, his  order,  tbe  Governors  not  having  writ- 
ten a  word  to  him  on  the  subject,  the  Secreurj 
only  sayiufT  that  hi^  money  was  deposited  in  New 
Madrid,  without  expressing  the  sum.    In  (he  let- 
ters in  cipher,  from  General  Wilkinson,  for  ike 
Governors,  which  are  here  enclosed,  he  tells  then 
that  he  has  sent  me  tb  bring  the  aforesaid  monqr, 
informing  you  that  the  No.  1  is  for  the  Goveraor 
General  of  the  province,  and  the  No.  2  for  Dot 
Manuel  Gayoso.    I  will  add  that  General  Wil- 
kinson, when  I  represented  to  him  that  on  pre^ 
sentinff  myself  without  his  order  in  wiiting,eooe 
difficulty  might  arise,  unthorized  me,  if  the  ease 
required  it,  to  write  an  order  that  you  shookl  (fe- 
ll ver  his  money,  specifying  the  sum  there  miflt 
be^  signing  it  In  his  name,  and  giving  yea  a  re- 
ceipt therefor.    I  cannot  omit  that  the  commis- 
sion of  General  Wikinson  was  so  snddtn,  so 
iirgent,  that  it  was  extended  even  to  limiting af 
return  to  my  destination  by  the  first  of  Auffuiji 
Which  I  advise  you,  that  you  majr  endeavor  set 
todelay  the  service.    1  believe  that  tbe  Govenor 
General  is  not  ignprant  of  the  embarrassmenu  of 
General  Wilkinson,  nor  can  he  be  ignortnt  tbat 
foff  a  long  time  past,  he  has  been  expeetio^iii* 
money,  the  delay  of  which  has  been  tbecaeseof 
miich  trouble  to  him,  involving  him  in  grett dif- 
ficulties; 4iqd  I  can  assure  you  confidenUy,  tba^ 
be  will  be  vecjr  moch  disgusted  with  any  kbtyi 
in  the  expedition,  which  might  be  prodactireoC 
serious  injury.    As  for  the  mode  of  cirryingthe 
money,  it  is  evideni  that  to  take  it  openly  mild 
be.  top  scandalous  a  thing,  if  I  were  not  to  «y 
it  would  be  madness.    The  unhappy  result  of 
the  expedition  of  the  unfortunate  Henry  Owens, 
ought  to  $erve  us  a  beaeoir,  in  order  not  to  lose 
ourselves  on  the  same  rock,  and  to  make  us  tab 
another  eourse,  less  dangerous.    I  would  wish  ui 
put  a  bag  of  one  thousand  dollars  in  a  barrel  of 
coffee  or  sugar,  so  that,  although  the  difiereoce 
of  the  respective  gravity  betwieen  silver,  sogtr, 
and  coflfee,  be  very  great,  the  quantity  being  so 
small  it  will  not  be  easily  known.    It  will  like- 
wise be  prudent  to  carry  some  barreb  Witkoot 
money,  in  order  to  sell  them  before  arririog  at 
Cincinnati,  if  it  shpnld  so  happen  that  any  ob< 
should  offer  to  bn y. these  ghmu^  because,  notw 
sell  them,  when  it  might  be  done  to  advantage, 
would  exeite  suspicion  ;  and  to  complete  the  dit* 
guise, J  t  would  be  well  to.  uke  a  certain  quantity 
of  powder  and  rum.    If  these  dispositions  shoold 
appear  defective,  I  beg  ybu  to  make  such  cbangci 
as  may  be  to  your  mind.   God  preserve  you  maay 
years.  THOMAS  POWER- 
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No.  16vTraiitUtion  of  a  lotUr  from  Don  Thomas 
Portell  to  Mr.  Thomas  Pow<Br,dEte4   ^ 

New  Madrid,  June  27, 1796. 
'  Having  well  considered  the  contents  of  yoUr 
letter  of  this  day,  I  mentian  that  I  agree  in  jerery 
thing  to  the  whole  of  the  refleetioDf  yoii  place 
before  me,  and,  although  at  first  sight  it  appears 
that  I  ought  to  await  the  decision  of  the  OoTer- 
Dor  Gkneral,  a»he  prescribes  to  me  in  his  official 
letter  of  the  20th  January  of  the  present  year, 
and  of  which  I  enclose  you  a  copy,  which  you 
request  of  me.  the  circumstances  which  you  ex^ 
p6ae  are  such,  that  they  leave  me  nothing  more 
10  do  than  to  tell  you  to  forward  ipe  a  memoran- 
dum of  the  ntimber  of  pounda  of  coffee,  sugar, 
barrels  in  which  to  fill  the  powder  and  rum  you 
desire  for  your  expedition ;  lieanse,  so  sooa  as,! 
receive  it,  I  will  get  it  ready  as  you  desire,  in- 
forming you  that  for  the  merchaudise  you  muet 
aign  me  an  acknowledgment  of  having  received 
it,  and  for  the  money,  a  receipt  as  the  attorn^  of 
Gteaeral  Wilkinson. 

In  order  tbat  the  barge  may  be  readjr,  and  as 
you  may  want  it,  I  have  written  an  official  letter, 
to  the  Lieutenant  Cokmel  Don  Ytncente  Folch, 
that  he  may  send  if  as  soon  as  possible;  because, 
as  was  nothing  was  said  to  me  of  what  you  have 
now  mentioned  respecting  it,  Mr.  Francis  Lang- 
lois  asked  it  of  me,  for  an  afiair  of  service,  and 
took  it  loaded  with  corn  to  the  fort  of  San  Fer- 
nando, and  it  has  not  been  returned,  although  I 
have  required  it,  thinking  it  might  be. wanted 
here;  Don  Yincepte  Fdch  having  answered  iite, 
that  if  I  had  not  orders  to  keep«  it,  there  were 
none  to  return  it. 

^  The  two  letters  in  cipher  remain  in  my  hands, 
which  I  shall  forward  by  the  first  safe  oppor4u- 
nihr,  with  the  distinction  you  point  out,  No.  1  to 
the  Governor  General,  and  No.  2  to  the  Grover- 
nor  of  Natcbez. 

As  for  packing  the  money,  and  arranging  the 
barrels,  lis  soon  as  they  are  ready,  between  you 
and  myself  ail  this  may.be.done  without  anyone 
else  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  it.  Qod  preserve 
you  many  years. 

THOMAS  PORTELL.  > 

To  Don  Thomas  Power. 


No.  17^ — Mr.  Power's  deposition  respecting  the  pay- 
ment <^  $9^640  to  General  WUki^^n* 
Perfooally  ^  appeared  before  me,  the  -under- 
signed, one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and 
for  the  city  of  New  Orleaiis,  Mr.  Thomas  Pow- 
er, who,  being  duly  ^worn^  saitb :  That  some 
time  in  the  month  of  Jctne,  in  the  year  ^f  our 
Lord,  1796,  he  arrived  at  Naw  Madrid,  after  ha v- 
ing  had  several  conferences  with  General  Wil- 
kinson, by  order  6f  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  on 
the  subject  of  a  proposed  separation  of  the  Weet- 
ero  country  from  the  Uniteil  States,  under  the 
protection,  and  by  the  aid.  of  Spain ;  that  he 
was  sent  to  New  Madrid  by  General  Wilkinson 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  charge  of  a  sum  of 
money,  which  he. had  brought  notice  to  the  Gen- 
eral was  Ifisg  tbcre  for  him,  from  the  Baron  de , 


Carondelet ;  that,  on  hia  first  demauding  the  same 
in  the  name  of  General  Wilkinson,  Captain  Por- 
tell,  t)ie  oonamandant,  refused  to  deliyer  it  with- 
out a  written  order;  and  that,  as  he  had  i>one,  he 
was  obliged  (o  write  a  letter  to  Captain  Portell, 
ei^tering  into  all  the  details  which  were  neces- 
sary to  show  him,  that  he,  this  deponent,  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  object  of  sending  the  said 
money  ;  that  the  said  Portell  wrote  him  an  an- 
swer, agreeing  t^  deliver  him  the  sum  of  money 
in  question  for  General  Wilkinson,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  sent  him  a  copy  of  the  order  from  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet,  which  accompanied  the 
delivery  of  the  money  to  him,  Portell  r  that  the 
said  letter  and  answer  are  dated  the  27th  of  June, 
1796,  and  the  said  order  from  the  Baron  de  Ca- 
rondelet is  dated  the  20th  of  January^  in  the 
same  year,  and  are  the  documents  which  have 
been  laid  before  Cpngrest  by  John  Randolph  and 
Vaniel  Clarke,  Esquires.  An4  this  deponent 
saith  that,  by  virtue  of  the  arrangement  made 
by  the  taid  letters,  he  received  from  Don  Tboma« 
Portell  the  suoa  of  $9,640,  which  he  packed  up 
in  barrels  of  su^^r  and  coffee,  >nd  was  proceed- 
ing up  the  Ohio  with  the  same,  when. he  was 
stopped  and  seanched  by  Lieuttoant  Steele ;  that, 
ill,  .consequence  of  this  interruption,  he  landed 
his  car^o  at^  Louisville,  and  went  on  horseback 
to  Cinoinjtott,  where  he  met  Geaf  ral  Wilkinson, 
and  informed  him  of  the  circumstances  that  hao 
occurred,  on  wbich  the  General  directed  him  to 
deliver  the  dollars  to  Philip  Nolan,  which  the 
deponent  did ;  that  the  said  Nolan  conveyed  the 
barrels  of  sugar  and  coffee,  in  which  the  dollars 
were  packed,  to  Frankfort,  where  the  deponent 
saw  them  opened,  in  the  store  of  Mr.  Mont^^om- 
ery  Brown;  that  the  sum  oif  $9,000  was  given 
by  (General  Wilkinsop's  direction  to  Philip  No- 
lan, and  the  remainder,, $640,  was  retained  by 
the  deponent,  with  the  GeneraPs  consent,  for. the 
purpose  of  payiqg  expenses,  but  which  he  gave' 
directions  to  secure  lor  him  from  the  Spanish 
Government,  in  the  settlement  of  lus  account. 
And  this  d^ppnent  further  saitb,  that  he,  sold 
tbja  sugar  and  the  coffee,  in  which  the  ^dollars 
were  packed,  to  Mr.  Abijah  Hunt,  of  Cincin^ 
nati.  And  this  deponent  further  saith,  that  when 
he  afterwards  saw  General  Wilkinson,  and  in« 
forniied  him  that  he  had  delivered  tho  money 
agreeablv  to  his  orders,  he  said  it  was  well.  And 
further  tois  deponent  saith  trot. 

THOMAS  POWER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  in  New  Or- 
leans, the  18th  of  March,  1809. 

E.  PITCH, 
Justice  of  the  Peace, 


Interrogai6rie0for  A.  EUicoit. 
GENBnAL  Washington. 

1.  Were  General  Washington's  instructions  to 
you  to  scrutinize  mv  conduct,  written  or  verbal  ? 

2.  In  speaking  ot  certain  citizens  of  the  UnK 
ted  Stares,  connecting  themselves  improperly 
with'  the  Spanish  Govemmeftt,  did   General 
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Washington  state  to  you  theffroaods  and  nature 
of  his  suspicions,  and  the  objects  which  such 
persons  might  have  or  had  in  7iew  in  such  asso- 
ciations with  the  Spanish  Government? 

3/  Do  you  recollect  what  pt1)er  names  besides 
General  Wilkinson's  were  mentioned  on  that  oc- 
casion by  General  Washington! 

4.  Did  you  feel/ yourself  bound  Uy  that  en- 
gagement to  act  as  a  spy  on  General  Wilkinson's 
conduct;  and  in  what  manner  did  you  fulfil  it? 
Did  you  ever  report  General  Wilkinson  for  any 
illegal  act»or  any  illicit  connexion? 

5.  Did  General  Washington,  by  word  or  man- 
ner, express  to  you  any  serious  apprehension  of 
dangerous  consequences  to  the  Union,  from  the 
disaffection-  mentioned  to  you  ?      , 

6.  Whenand  wber^did  you  become  acquaint- 
ed with  Philip  Nolan  ?  .      ^     . 

7^  What  was  his  general  character,  and  did  he 
not  render  you  services  on  your  route  down  the 
Mississippi,  to  Natchez,  as  a  commissioner  of 
limits? 

8.  Was  he  not  zealously  attached  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  do  you  not  think  he  would  have 
supported  the  interest  of  the  United  States  at 
every  hazard  of  life  and  property,  against  any 
power  Whatever  ?        ■ 

-  9.  Did  you  ever  converse  with  him  respecting 
General  Wilkinson's  coDnerion  and  intercourse 
with  the  Spanish  Government  of  Louisiana? 
State  every  tiling^  concerning  the  same:  whether 
the  said  Nolan  did  not  explain  tcr  your  satisfac- 
tion the  nature  of  that  intercourse  to-be  com- 
mercial, and  whether  you  have  not  expressed  this 
circumstance  to  others  ? 

10..  Did  not  the  said  Nolan  inform  you  that 
Greneral  Wilkinson  had  been  playing  a  deceptive 
game  witt^  the  Spaniards?  and  do  you  not  know 
that  a  deceptive  policy  and  fictitious  appearances 
were  necessary  with  the  Spanish  GoTeroment, 
to  protect  Nolan's  political  of  commercial  ent^* 
prises  in  Louisiana  7 

11.  Did  he  ever  communicate  to  you  any  plan 
he  had  projected,  to  save  the  district  of  Natcl^els, 
if  it  had  been  attacked  by  the  Baron  of  Caron- 
delet,  by  seizing  that  officer  when  on  a  reconnoi- 
tring party,  ^nd  bearing  him  off  to  the  people  of 
the  district? 

12.  Do  you  know  Thomas  Powet,  and  what 
has  been  vour  opinion  of  his  character? 

13.  Did  he  ever  inform  you  that  General  Wil- 
kinson held  any  illegal  connexion  with  the  Span- 
ish Government  ? 

14'.  Did  he  ever,  by  letter,  attempt  to  prejudice 
you  against  General  Wilkinson,  and  what  was 
the  effect  ? 

15.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  minute 
information  of  Power's  misjsion  to  the  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennes^^ee,  and  the  objects  of  that 
mission,  and  that  he  was  mstructed  by  the  Baron 
of  Carondelet  not  to  return  without  seeing  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  ? 

16.  Was  Power  apprized  of  your  knowledge 
of  his  mission  to  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  a pd 
that  he  was  to  see  General  Wilkinson  ? 

'  17.  Have  you  not  declared  that  vou  considered 


Thomas  Power  the  enemy  of  General  Wilkio- 
SQU,  and  that  he  would  leave  nothing  untiooe  to 
iiis  injury,  which  art,<  duplicity,  and  intrigue, 
(Jould  effect  ?  r 

18.  Did  you  not  also  declai;e,  in  1800,  that  m 
knew  Power  was  not  the  friend  of  General  Wil- 
kinson, and  that  he  was  a  m^n  of  duplicity  1 

10.  Did  you  co/noiunicate  to  the  Qoveromeot 
all  the  particulars  you  had  learned  respecting 
Power's  missjon  to  Kentuck-yand  Tennessee,  in 
June^  1797;  and  under  what  date  was  your  coin- 
mupicaiion  made? 

20.  Did  y oil  understand  the  interview  Powet 
was  ordered  to  seek  with  General  WilkinsoQ  wu 
for  any  sinister  purpose,  or, relative  to  theexeco- 
tionof  the  treaty  of  frienclship,  Iimits,.aDd  otr* 
igatioY)?*  '^ 

21.  Who  were  those  confidential  persons  io 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  to  whom  youexposKJ 
the  objects  of  Power's  mission,  and  what  tbe 
particulars  of  those  expositions? 

22.  Did  you  ever  hear  Power  speak  of  Gene- 
ral Wilkinson's,  tobacco  concerns  at  New  Or- 
leans, or  My  that  the  Spanish  Goveri^meot  was 
indebted  to  him  on  that  score  ? 

'  23., To  whom  was  the  letter  of  Gayoso,  whiek 
fell  into  your  hands  in  November,  1798,  ad- 
dressed; and  by  whom  was  it  delivered  tofoa, 
and  what  were  the  particular  contents  of  it? 

24.  What  other  names  besides  General  Wilkio* 
son's  were  mentioned  in  that  letter  or  Gayoso^ 
and  for  what  reasons  do  you  presume  it  to  beia 
the  hands  of  D.  Clarke  and  T;  Power? 

25.  What  effeoidid  this  letter  of  Gayoso  thea 
produce  on  your  mind  relative  to  the  character 
and  conduct  of  General  Wilkinson  ?    ' 

26.  Are  you  certain  that  it  was  Gay090*s  letter 
that  yoQ  saw  ?  and  did  you  not  see  aooi her  letter 
about  tne  time  that  Gayoso's  ^1  into  youriiaflds, 
which'appeared  to  be  designed  to  injure (SeQ^n^ 
.Wilkinson? 

-  27.  How  did  your  conversation  respecting Oea- 
erai  Wilkinson  commence  with  Mr.  Portelll  wu 
it  at  your,  instance  or  at  his,  mad  for  what  pot- 
pose? 

28.  ^hp  were  theotber  gentlemen  named  bf 
Captain  Portell  to  have  received  money  from  the 
Government  of  Spain,  by  the  same  boat  wbieh 
carried  money  to  General  Wilkinson,  and  vbo 
were  considered  pensioners  of  that  QoveromeDtt 

29.  Did  you  tioders'tand  how  Captain  Portell 
came  to  discover  that.the  inoney  sent  to  Qencnt 
Wilkinson  was  not  on  account  of  any  coininer- 
cial  transaction  ? 

30.  Did  you  communicate  the  particolars  of 
this  information  to  the  Government,  andatwbit 
time,  and  in  what  manner?  if  not,  through  wbii 
mqtives  did  you  withhold  ii  from  the  Qo^^ 
ment?  ^ 

31.  Wherefore  were  you  so  particular  in  notiw 
the  precise  sura  of  money  which  Portell  informed 
you  he  had  transmitted  to  General  Wilkinson? 

32.  What  impression  did  this  information  ifitl^ 
on  your  mind  respecting  General  Wilkia^t»* 
ditjl  It,  at  that  time,  aflfect  your  confidence  in  bimf 

33.  Is  not  that  Portell  the  same  who  gave  op 
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a  military  post  to  Bowles  aod  a  party  oflodians, 
through  treachery  or  cowardice?  and  has  he  not 
been  dishonored  for  his  conduct  by  (he  Spanish 
Govern  meat? 

HUTOBINS. 

34.  Did  not  Daniel  Clarke,  junior,  of  New 
Orleans,  intercept  a  private  fetter  from  the  late 
Colonel  Anthony  Hutchios  to  his  agent  in  Lon- 
don, and  Airnish  you  a  copy  of  the  same  ? 

35.  Was  not  the  said  letter  under  seal,  aod  was 
not  the  seal  broken?  Did  not  the  said  Clarke 
transmit  the  said  letter,  or  a  copy  of  it,  to  his 
uncle,  Colonel  Daniel  Clarke,  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  and  did  he  not  afterwards  ptiblish  the 
same,  with  a  view  to  injure  the  writer? 

36.  Hiave  you  not  declared  that  the  intercep- 
tion of  Colonel  Hutchins's  letter  was  to  satisfy 
your  ^inquiries  which  were  intended  lo  serve 

1      your  country,"  and  liad  you  no  other  motive  ? 

37.  Had  not  Hutchins  represented  you  to  be 
in  the  Spanish  interest,  and  did  not  you  desire.to 
employ  the  intercepted  letter  to  counteract  his 

I      representations? 

38.  Were  you  not  intimate  with  Hutchins 
when  you  first  reached  Natchez  ?    Had  you  not 

I  afterwards  a  bitter  animosity  asrainst  him,  and 
did  not  you  report  him  to  the  Government  as  a 
British  pensioner,  and  an  enemy  to  the  United 
States? 

General  questions, 

39.  Have  you  tiot  declared,  in  New  Orleans, 
that  almost  all  of  your  own,  and  General  Wil- 
kinson's enemies,  were  becomioff  Spaniards? 

40.  Have  you  not  declared  a  lang^e  proportion 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Mississippi  Territory  to  be 
a  set  of  the  most  abandoned,  malicious,  deceit- 
ful, plundering,  horse-thieving  rascals  on  the 
continent? 

41.  What  was  your  opinion  of  General  Wil- 
kinson, as  jie  descended  tlie  Mississippi,  and  he- 
fore  be  reached  Loftus  Heights,  the  sita  of  Fort 
Adams,  in  1796? 

42.  What  was  your  opinion  of  his  official  con- 
duct, and  his  attachment  to  his  country,  after  his 
arrival  at  Loftus  Heights  ? 

43.  What  were  your  ideas  of  his  merits  in  the 
year  1800  ?  and  did  not  you  express  pleasure  on 
seeing  him  restored  at  that  time  to  the  command 
of  our  armies? 

44.  Did  not  you  confide  to  General  Wilkinson, 
without  reserve,  your  plans  and  movements,  «nd 
give  him  information  of  high  importance,  public 
aod  personal,  whilst  engaged  on  the  line  of  de- 
marcation ? 

45.  Did  you  not  cohsider  GenerarWilkin$i>o's 
presence  in  command,  at  our  Southern  frontier 
10  the  Mississippi,  necessary  to  the  public  ser- 
vice, in  the  years  1799  and  1800,  and  have  you 
not  expressed  this  sentiment? 

46.  From  your  correspondence  with  General 
Wilkinson,  and  observations  on  his  conduct,  did 
you  not  consider  him  attached  to  the  interests  of 
his  country,  and  faithful  to  the  trust  reppsed  in 
him? 

47.  As  far  as  your  Own  knowledge  and  obser- 
llthCoir.  2dSjBSS.— 73 


vation  have  extetfded,  have  you  not  considered 
General  Wilkinson,  as  a  military  man,  patriotic, 
zealous,  active,  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
hid  hiffh  duties? 

48.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard  of  any 
specific  act  of  General  Wilkinson's  calculated  to 
injure  his  country,  or  its  Government  ? 

49.  Has  any  person,  since  the  conspiracy  of 
Colonel  Burr  was  exposed,  applied  to  you  for  in- 
formation respecting  General  Wilkinson's  inter- 
course or  connexion  with  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment ?  Be  pleased  to  state  what  passed  on  these 
occasions. 

.  50.  Has  no  person  applied  to  you,  since  Mr. 
Daniel  Clarjce's' information  to  the  House  of 
Representatives  criminating  General  Wilkinson, 
for  such  information  as  you  might  possess  on 
the  subject,  and  who  was  the  person  or  persons? 

51.  Be  pleased  to  state  how  it  happened  that 
you  furnished  Daoieh  Clarke  a  copy  of  your  let- 
ter to  General  Wilkinson  for. publication,  without 
the.  General's  letter  which  produced  it;  and  is 
your  letter,  as  published,  a  faithful  copy  of  that 
you  wrote  the'  General,  aod  of  that  you  transmit- 
ted to  Mr.  Clarke? 

52.  Did  you  expect  that  the  publication  of  this 
letter  would  serve  Mr.  Clarke^  or  injure  General 
Wilkinson? 

53.  From  whom  did  you  receive  the  informa- 
tion, to  which  you  refer,  in  October,  1797? 

54.  At  "what  time  did  Mr,  Power  advise  yoo 
he  had  carried  a  sum  of  money  and  despatches  to 
General  Wilkinson  up  the  Ohio? 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 
J.  Yeates. 
Anorbw  Ellicott. 

No.  19<— A.  ElUcott's  deposition. 
Pennsylvania,  Lancaster,  m. 

Before  me,  Jasper  Yeates,  one  of  the  associate 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  Commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  came  Andrew  Ellicott,  of  the 
borough  of  Lancaster,  and,  being  duly  affirmed 
according  to  law,  saith :  That,  before  he,  this  af- 
firmant, left  the  city  pf  Philadelphia,  in  the  year 
1796,  as  Commissioner  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States  to  carry  into  effect  the  Spanish  treaty.  Pres- 
ident Washington  communicated  confidentially 
to  this  affirmant  that  suspicions  had  been  signified 
to  him  of  certain  citizens  of  thctUnited  States 
improperly  connecting  themselves  with  the  Span- 
ish Government,  among  whom  Ckneral  Wilkin- 
son was  mentioned,  and  requested  this  affirmant 
to  pay  attention  to  that  subject,  but  in  as  private  a 
manner  a?  possible,  to  prevent  the  increase  of  sus- 
picions, perhaps  ill-founded. 

On  this  affirmant's  arrival  at  Cincinnati,  he 
was  informed  that  General  Wilkinson  had  had 
sareral  interviews  (some  of  them  private)  with 
a  Spanish  agent  or  sp^,  known  by  the  name  of 
Thomas  Power,  who,  it  was  asserted,  had  taken 
a  considerable  sum  of  money  into  the  State  of 
Kentucky.  This  information  appeared,  at  tha- 
time,  to  merit  so  little  attention,  tnat  this  affirmt 
ant  made  nfo communication  of  it  to  Government. 
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Immediately  on  the  arrival  of  this  affirroaat  at 
Natchez,  he  heard  the  common  report  in  that  dis- 
trict, from  Oreen  Hutchins  and  others,  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson's  being  in  Spanish  pay,  but  those 
reports  made  no  impression  on  the  mind  of  this 
affirmant :  the  doubts  anU  suspicions  of  Colonel 
Bruin  and  the  late  Daniel  Clarke  had  some  influ- 
ence, but  never  so  much  as  to  be  the  subject  of  a 
communication. 

About  the  latter  end  of  May,  or  beginning  of 
June,  1797,  this  affirmant  was  made  acquainted 
with  an  intended  and  private  mission  of  the.  be- 
fore-mentioned Thomas  Power  to  the  States  of 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  to  induce  a  separation 
from  the  Union ;  and  that  he  was  instructed  by 
the  Qovernor  General,  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
not  to  return  without  having  an  interview  with 
General  Wilkinson.  Mr.  Power  left  Natchez,  for 
the  purpose  above  mentioned,  on  the  5th  of  June, 
1797,  wnich  this  affirmant  believes  is  ^he  date  of 
hrs  communication  to  the  Department  of  State 
on  that  subject.  The  information  respecting  the 
mission  of  Mr.  Power  this  affirmant  suspects  was 
bad  from  some  person  employed  about  the  office 
of  the  Baron  de  Carondelet. 

In  October,  1797,  this  affirmant  received,  and 
probably  from  the  source  before  mentioned,  the 
outlines  of  a  plan  for  dismembering  the  United 
States,  in  which  the  Dame  of  General  Wilkinson 
is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  principals^  This  af- 
firmant was  likewise  informed  that  the  correspon- 
dence between  General  Wilkinson  and  the  offi- 
cers of  His  Catholic  Maiesty  was  carried  on  by 
cipher,  and  deciphered  by  the  aid  of  a  pocket 
dictionary.  This  circumstance,  the  affirmant  ap-» 
prebends,  is  mentioned  in  his  communication  m 
cipher  to  the  Department  of  State,  on  that  sub- 
'  ject,  bearing  date  the  14th  day  of  November,  1797. 

In  the  beginning  of  November,  1798.  a  confi- 
dential letter  of  Ck>vernor  Gayoso's  fell  into  the 
hands  of  this  affirmant.  In  that  letter,  General 
Wilkinson  and  several  others  are  mentioned  as 
having  been  in  the  pay  and  interest  of  Spain. 
The  interesting  parts^  or  that  l^etter  were  reduced 
by  this  affirmant  to  cipher,  and  accompanied  his. 
despatches  of  the  8th  of  the  month  above  men- 
tioned, to  the  Department  of  State. 

About  the  16ih  of  October,  1799,  Captain  Por- 
tell,  of  the  royal  armies  of  Spain,  who  then  com- 
manded at  Apalaehy,  informed  this  affirmant, 
that  at  New  Madrid,  in  the  year  1796,  he  put  on 
board  a  boat,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Power,  nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  forty" dol- 
lars, for  the  use  of  General  Wilkinson.  This  af- 
firmant questioned  him  whether  this  money  was 
not  on  account  of  some  mercantile  transaction; 
he  declared  it  was  not.  This  affirmant  entered 
the  nine  thousaiid  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars 
on  a  paper,  (now  in  the  possession  of  tnis  affir- 
mant,) and  handed  it  to  Captain  Portal,  who  told 
this  affiroQant  it  was  correct. 
.  The  witness,  being  cross-examined  by  General 
Wilkinson,  saith,  on  hi^  affirmation,  that  the  in- 
structions of  President  Washington,  before  men- 
tioned, to  him,  were  verbal  and  not  written. 


To  the  second  interrogatory  he  answers  ia  the 
negative. 

To  the  third  interogatory  he  answers,  thattbe 
names  of  Mr.  Sebastian  and  Mr.  Brown  (lot 
Senator  Brown)  were  also  mentioned,  on  that  oc- 
casion, by  the  President  to  him ;  and  that  be  wis 
required  to  examine  into  the  conduct  of  U 
Chaise^  Vobey,  and  Collet,  if  he  should  happn 
to  fall  in  with  them,  or  either  of  them. 

To  the  fourth  iuterrogatory  he  answers  in  tke 
negative ;  and  that  he  made  no  other  reports  thio. 
as  before  stated,  from  the  information  given  to 
him. 

To  the  fifth  interrogatory  he  answers  in  tke 


negative,  according  to  the  best  of  his  recollecUon. 
To  the  sixth  interrogatory  he  answers,  that  he 
became  acquainted  with  Philip  Nolan  about  tk 


beginning  of  January,  1797,  at  the  confloeoceof 
the  rivers  Mississippi  and  Ohio. 
.  To  the  seventh  interrogatory  he  answers,  tint 
Nolan's  general  character  was  good,  as  fans  he 
knew,  and  that  he  rendered  essential  services  da- 
ring the  mission. 

To  the  eighth  interrogatory  he  answers  in  the 
affirmative. 

To  the  ninth  interrogatory  he  answers  that  he 
is  strongly  inclined^  to  believe  that  Nolta  m 
tioned  to  him  th^t  the  intercourse  and  eoDoexioi 
of  General  Wilkinson  with  the  Spanish  Qorera* 
ment  was  commercial;  and  that  this  made  eoa* 
siderabie  impression  on  his  mind;  but  hecaaaot 
recollect  whether  or  not  he  has  expressed  this 
circumstance  to  others. 

To  the  tenth  interrogatory  he  answers  is  the 
negative,  so  far  as  respects  General  Wilkiosoa; 
b^t  that  Nolan  told  him  that  a  deceptive  policf 
and  fictitious  appearance  were  necessarf,  on  ^t* 
part,  to  protect  his  enterprises  in  LoQisiaaa. 

To  the  eleventh  interrogatory  he  aaswers  in 
the  affirmative;  and  that  he  made  acotomoBH^' 
tion  on  that  subject  to  the  Depai^tmeot  of  State. 

To  the  f^elfth  interrogatory  he  answers,  that 
he  knows  Thomas  Power,  and  that  bis  geneial 
character  is  bad,  so  far  as  he  knows,  and  vcrilf 
believes.         ' 

To  the  thirteenth  interrogatory  he  answers  in 
the  affirmative:  and  that  Power  toldbimwhes 
Lieut^ant  Steele  took  possession  of  hisboat«a 
the  Ohio,  that  he  had  despatches  and  mooef  «> 
board  for  General  Wilkinson,  but  that  the  witoes 
paid  so  little  regard  thereto,  that  he  did  not  detf 
it  worthy  communication. 

To  the  fourteenth  interrogatory  he  answenifl 
the  negative;  and  that  communicatioos  fro* 
-him  would  have  prodiiced  no  effect  whatever. 

To  the  fifteenth  interrogatorv  he  answers, ihit 
he  does  not  know  A'om  whom  ne  received  io^ 
mation  of  Power's  mission;  but  if  he  be  allowed 
to  express  his  sijispicions,  he  suspects  it  was  for- 
warded by  Daniel  Clarke,  who,  however,  new 
conversed  with  him  on  that  head. 

To  the  sixteenth  interrogatory  he  answers  u 
the  negative. 

To  the  seventeenth  interrogatory  he  anawep 
in  the  affirmative. 
To  the  eighteenth  interrogatory  he  iww«r* 
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that  he  caoDot  particalarljr  recollect^  but  thinks 
it  highly  probable. 

To  the  nineteenth  interrogatory  he  answers  in 
the  negative ;  that  he  neither  had  time  nor  deemed 
it  material.  The  date  of  the  communication  was 
June  5, 1797.  , 

To  the  twentieth  interrogatory  he  answers  id 
the  negatire. ' 

To  the  twenty-first  interrogatory  he  answers 
that,  among  others,  he  exposed  the  objects  of 
Power's  mission  to  Colonel  Rankia,  of  Kentucky, 
and  Colonel  Henly,  the  agenlof  the  board  of  war 
ID  Tennessee. 

To  the  twenty-second  interrogatory  he  andifers 
to  the  negative. 

To  the  twenty-third  interrogatory  he  answers, 
tiuit  Oayo^lo's  letter  was  addressed  to  Thomas 
Power,  but'  cannot  tell  who  delirered  it  to  htm ; 
that  t)^  same  was  intercepted  by  means  used  by 
the  witness,  but  he  declines  being  more  particu- 
lar as  to  those  means,  as  his  answers  may  tend  to 
criminate  himself.  He  communicated  the  par- 
ticular contents  to  the  Department  of  State  con- 
fidentially, and  has  no  objection  to  the  injunction 
of  secrecy  being  taken  off. 

To  the  twenty-fourth  interrogatory  he  answers, 
by  referring  to  hie  communication ;  and  that  he 
vresumes  the  letter  to  be  in  the  hands  of  Power, 
ftom  being  addressed  to  him ;  and,  from  the  con-, 
nezion  between  Clarke  and  Power,  the  lat|er  may 
imve  handed  it  to  the  former. 

To  the  twenty-fifth  interrogatory  he  answers' 
that  this  letter  produced  more  effect  on  his  mind' 
than  all  his  preriotis  infor^kation ;  but  that  what- 
ever plan  had  been  in  contemplation  it  had  -been 
abandoned. 

To  the  twenty-sixth  interrogatory  he  answers, 
that  he  is  ceruin  it  was  Qayoso^s  letter,  and  saw 
no  other. 

To  the  twenty-sereath  iuterrogatorv'  he  ah- 
awera,  that  the  conversation  with  Portell  arose  at 
the  instance  of  witness. 

To  the  twenty-eighth  intetrogatory  he  answers, 
thftt  Portell,  among  others,  named  Lackasang, 
Bebastian,  and  Brown,  (not  the  Senator,)  afl(  pen- 
skmers  of  the  Spanish  Government.  . 

To  the  twenty-ninth  and  thirtieth  interrogator 
rie*  he  answers  in  the  negative;  and  he  did  not 
communicate  the  particulars  to  the  Qovernineht, 
in  consequence  of  a  letter  which  he  receired 
from  Timothy  Pickeripg,  the  then  Secretary  of 
State,  directing  him  not  to  forward  it. 

To  the  thirty-first  interro^to^y  he  answers, 
tliat  he  was  particular  in  notmg  the  precise  sum 
of  money  traosmiu^ed  to  the  GeneraK  oecause  jthe 
precise  sumiiad  been  mentioned  to  him. 

To  the  thirty-second  interrogatory  he  answers, 
tbat  the  information  somewhat  affected  his  con- 
fidence in  General  Wilkinson. 

To  the  thirty-third  interrogator^r  ^e  answers, 
that  this  same  Portell  gave  up  a  militarv  post  to 
Bowles ;  whether  he  was  dishonored  by  tne  Span- 
ish Gcrvernment  he  knows  not. 

To  the  thirty-fourth  interrogatory  he  answers, 
that  he  knows  nothing  of  the  intercepting  this  let- 
ter in  qutatioa ;  but  it  was  laid  before  him  at  the 


house  of  Daniel  Clarke,  where  he  lodged,  either 
by  Major  Minor,  Nolan,  or  Clarke. 

To  the  thirty-fifth  interrogatory  he  answets, 
that  the  seal  of  the  letter  was  broxen :  as  to  the 
rest  lie  knows  not. 

To  the  thirty-sixth,  thirty-seventh,  thirty- 
eighth,  thirty-ninth,  and  fortieth  intert'ogatories, 
he  answers,  severally,  in  the  affirmative. 

To  the  forty-first  interrogatory  he  answers, 
that  he  did  much  business  with  General  Wilkin- 
son of  a  public  nature,  and  as  far  as  he  saw  or  ob- 
served him,  his  conduct  was  that  of  a  good  citi- 
zen of  the  Union,  a  soldier,  and  a  gentleman ; 
and,  in  answeir  to  the  forty-second  interrogatory, 
and  also  to  the  foHy-third,  he  said  hi^  opinion  of 
him  continued  favorable  as  aboye. 

To  the  forty-fourth  interrogatory,  and  also  to 
the  forty-fifth,  forty-sixth,  and  forty-seventh,  he 
answers  in  the  affirmative. 

To  the  forty-eiffhth  interrogatary  he  answers 
m  the  ,negative,  further  than  he  has  ahove  de- 
clared. 

To  th^  foi^ty-ninth  and  fiftieth  interrogatories 
he  answers^  that  no  person  applied  to  him  for  in- 
formation on  the  subjects  before  mentioned,  un- 
less Mr.  Daniel  W.  C/oxe,  of  Philadelphia,  who 
called  on  him  in  the  month  of  January  la^t,  and 
told  him  the  affair  between  Gen.  Wilkinson  and 
Clarke  was  becoming  very  serious,  and  asked 
him  if  he  was  willing  to  take  a  trip  to  Wash- 
ington, to  which  the  witness  answered  in  the 
Siegative.  He  inquired  where  Isaac  Wayne,  Esq., 
the  son  of  General  Wayne,  lodged,  and  was  told. 
The  ipterview  did  not  last  above  fiiteen  minutes ; 
the  room  being  full  of  company  at  the  time. 

To  the  fifty-first  interrogatory  he  answers,  that 
he  can  give  no  reason  for  sending  to  Mr.  Clarke 
the  copy  of  his  letter  to  Ckneral  Wilkinson,  with- 
out a  copy  of  the  letter  from  the  General  which 
produced  it ;  that  Mr.  Clarke  was  informed,  in 
the 'first  instance,  that  itwas  not  intended  for  pub- 
lication, but,  in  a  subsequent  letter,  he  was  told 
that  it  might  be  used  before  the  court  of  inquiry 
if  it  could  throw  any  light  on  the  transactions :  he 
had  no  intent  to  injure  General  Wilkinson  thereby, 
in  answer  to  the  fifty-second  interrogatory. 

The  fifty-third  interrogatory  is  answered  before, 
and  as  to  thelast^he  saith.  that  it  was  at  the  time 
they  were  operating  on  tne  line  in  that  country, 
and  after  General  Wilkioson  had  come  into  that 
country. 

aKdrew  ellicott. 

The  foregoing  deposition,  contained  in  eight 
pages,  and  subscribed  by  Andrew  Ellicott  and 
myself,  together  with  the  interrogatories  therein 
referred  to,  was  duly  taken  on  the  22d  May,  1808, 
before  me.  J.  YEATES. 


Mr.  Power^s  deposition  respecting  his  eonrespondenoa 
wiUi  Gayoso,  Carondelet,  and  Don  A.  Annesto. 

Peraonally  appeared  before  me,  the  undersigned, 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  city 
of  New  Orleans.  Mr.  Thomas  Power,  who  being 

I  duly  sworn,  doth  depose :  that  the  several  papers 
hereunto  adnexed  are  the  original  draughts  of 
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letters  'written  to  the  several  persons  wbose  ad- 
dresses are  there  respectively  annexed,  and  that 
eopies  of  them  were  sent  at,  or  immediately  after, 
the  times  of  their  respective  dates,  tn  the  persons 
to  whom  they  were  addressed,  and  that  the  facts 
contained  in  (hem  are  true. 

To  Goyernor  Carondelet  a  letter,  dated  at  New 
Madrid,  June  27,  1796. 

To  GoverQor  Gayoso  a  letter,  dated  at  New 
Madrid,  June  27, 1796. 

To  Governol-  Carondelet  a,  letter,  dated  New 
Madrid,  January  3, 1797. 

To  Governor  Gayosp  a  letter,  dated  New  Mad- 
rid, January  3,  1797. 

To  Governor  Carondelet  a  letter,  dated  Natchez, 
June  4,  1797. 

To  Don  Andres  Armesto,  Secretary  of  the 
Government  of  Louisiana,  a  letter,  dated  Natchez, 
June  4,  1797.  . 

To  Governor  Gayoso.  a  letter,  dated  at  New 
Orleans,  December  5, 1797. 

And  this  deponent  further  states,  that  the  la^t- 
mentioned  letter^  written  by  him  to  Gov.  G^iyoso, 
was  his  report  concerning  the  mission  on  which 
he  had  been  sent  by  the  fiaron  de  Carondelet  to 
General  Wilkinson  and  others,  as  stated  in  the 
Baron's  letter  to  him,  the  deponent,  dated  May 
26,  1797,  which  report  was  made  to' Governor 
Gayoso,as  successor  in  the  Government  of  Loui- 
siana, to  the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  who  was  ap- 
pointed tOj.and  departed  for,  the  Uovernment  of 
duito.  in  the  absence  of  the  depqnent,  whilst  em- 
ployed on  the  b^fore-meoponed  mis^fon. 

THOMAS  POWER. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  before  me,  iu  New  Or- 
leans, March  18, 1809. 

E.  FITCH,  J.  P. 


New  MADRtD, Vune  21, 1796. 

Sir:  1  arrived  at  this  post  yesterday  after- 
noon. As  this  is  not  a  proper  time  to  enter  into 
the  details  of  my  journey  with  Mr.  S.,  nor  to  com- 
municate to  you  the  observations  on  the  subject 
to  which  vou  have  so  strongly  recommended  to* 
me  to  apply  my  attention,  I  shall  confine  myself 
simply  to  relate  to  you  the  situation  in  which  I 

mm  with  respect  to  the  commission  which > 

gave  me,  to  taice  charge  of  the  money  which  you 
sent  to  the  commandant  of  this  plost  to  be  sent  to 
him. 

I  arrived  at  Cincnmati  the  19tli  of  May.  

was  then  at  Greenville.  JMot  to  five  rise  to  any 
suspicions,  I  thought  it  was  prudent  not  to  set 
out  for  headquarters  without  having  previously 
obtained  permission  to  go  there  from  General 
Wilkinson,  who  commanded  there.  This  per- 
mission did  not  arrive  until  the  31st.  The  2d  of 
June  I  went  there,  and  delivered  to the  de- 
spatches of  which  Mr.  S.  bad  taken  charge,  and 
which  he  had  found  it  impossible  to  send  in  any 
other  manner,  without  exposing  them  to  the  risK^ 
of  falling  into  the  hands  of  his  enemies.  I  re^ 
neated  to  him  the  conversation  I  had  with  the 
Intendant  and  Don  Andres  on  the  subject  of  the 
money  in  question,  and  of  the  means  we  had 


devised  to  send  it  to  him  without  ranaiDgtlienik, 
which  were,  that  under  the  pretext  of  makiogi 
commercial  voyage,  I  should  ascend  the  Ohio  to 
the  falls,  or  Cincinnati,  with  a  cargo  of  sugti, 
coffee,  powder,  dtc.,  all  in  barrels,  each  ooe  of 
which  snouM  contain  a  certain  quantity  of  dolbn. 
These  precautions  appeared  to  him  so  wise,  ibtt 
he  detained  me  as  short  a  time  as  possible,  withoot 
giving  umbrage,  and  sent  me  off  with  verbal  or- 
ders to  receive  from  the  commandant  at  New 
Madrid,  the  money  which  was  placed  in  hit 
hands  for  him,  and  to  give  him  a  receipt  for  it. 
When  I  suggested  to  him  that  it  wonl^  be  necet* 
sary,  perhaps,  that  I  should  present  to  the  said  con- 
mandant  an  order  from  him.  he  cibserved  to  oie 
that,  not  knowing  how  many  aollars  the  said  com- 
rpandant  bad  received,  to  be  delivered  to  hito^ 
der,  it  was  imposible  for  him  to  specify  tiieiaii 
which  I  ought  to  receive ;  adding  that  he  wu 
surprised  that  Don  Andres  had  not  designated  it 
his  letter  (which  was  the  only  one  of  tbo»e  wfaick 
he  had  received  m  which  the  money  wu  men- 
tioned) what  was  the  softi  that  had  been  sent  to 
New  Madrid ;  '< besides,"  he  added,  "I find  my 
self  In  so  critical  a  position,  and  surrounded  by  so 
many  enemies,  that  to  give  you  an  order  in  vrit- 
ing  would  exposd  myself  to  infallible  rain,aod  le 
the  failure  of  a  project  which  we  have  labored  it 
so  many  years."  lie  authorized  me  even,  since  be 
could  notgive  the  order  in  writing,  whicb  1  asked 
from  him,  and  the  commandant  would  not  haie 
understood  it  if  he  bad  giv^n  me  one  in  cipber,to 
write  an  order  myself  in  his  name,  and  to  preseot 
it  to  the  commandant  if  it  should  happen  tbitbe 
made  any  difficulty.  Yesterday,  as  t  have  alfea^f 
had  the  honor  to  inform  you,  I  eanie  here^aad 
this  mornfug  1  applied  to  the  commandaat  for 

's  mosey. »  The  only  answer  he  (pre  waj 

to  show  me  your  official  letter,  dated  tbe  20tk 
January«1796.in  which  you  order  him  todeliw 
the^iine  thousand  six  hundred  and  fortf  ddun 
only  to  the  person  who  should  present  an  order 

from  the  said  ' to  that  effect;  then  1  ooo- 

municated  to  him  what  had  passed  between  — 
and  me,  and  to  give  him  cemplete  satiafaetioi, 
and  convince  him  that  I  had  the  confideneeoi 
— ^,  and  his  order  to  receive  the  money  in  qiRs- 
tion,  I  thought  it  my  indispensable  duty  to  citer 
with  him  into  certain  details  which,  onder  aaf 
other  circumstances,  1  should  not  have  perartj 
ted  myself  to  do. ,  1  presume  that  Mr.  Por*» 
will  communicate  to  you  all  that  took  P*»«*  'T 
tweeo  us,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  letter  wnica 
I  thought  1  could  not  avoid  writing  to  fi*"||  ! 
hope.  sir.  that  you  will  approve  of  the  cOndicJ 
which  1  have  pursued  in  these  dilficult  and  er 
barrassing  circumstances,  and  I  beg  y^/®/* 
persuaded  that  it  has  been  regulated  soleljr  5f 
the  active  zeal  which  animates  me  for  ^^^^. 
vice  of  the  King,  and  which  I  dare  flatter  mfseH 
will.more  and  more  secure  to  me  your  confiden^ 
Delicacv  prevents  hay  tracing  to  you  the  picwrj 

of  the  position  of ;  the  detail  wbiehlcoaw 

make  at  the  same  time  that  it  would  afflict  jroo, 
would  convince  you  of  the  necessity  of  'h®s»'PJ 
which  I  have  ukeq,«s  well  as  the  parity  afid 
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dlaiDcerestedness  of  my  iotentioDH.  I  ha^e  de- 
livered to  Don  T.  PorteH  to  be  forwarded  to  you 

m  note  from .    He  begged  me  to  inform  you 

that  the  multiplicity  of  bis  occupations  did  not 
permit  him  at  this  moment  to  enlarge,  but  that 
he  would  write  to  you  more  in  detail  at  my  re- 
tarn.    I  ha?e  also  put  into  the  hands  of  the  com- 

inandant  a  note  of  the  same  from for  the 

Goreraor  of  Natchez.  The  motlres  which  ha?e 
guided  me  in  all  this  affair,  which  are  the  desire 
of*  not  losing  any  time  in  &ying  to  the  relief  of 

,  and  the  perfect  conviction  1  baye  that,  in 

doing  so,  I  enter  completely  into  your  views,  do 
not  permit  me  to  write  to  you  to  the  extent  which 
t  had  proposed  ;  but  I  will  not  neglect  to  do  it 
before  my  departure  for  Cibcinnati. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  most  pro- 
found respect  and  the  most  perfect  devotion,  your 
most  obedient  servant,  &c. 

To  ibe  Baron  de  CARONOEi^r,  &c. 


No.  21. 


New  Madbid,  Jime  27, 1796. 
Sir  :  I  arrived  at  this  place  yesterday  afternoon. 
My  return  has  been  delayed  nearly  one  month  be- 

fond  the  time  I  had  calculated  upon.  Mr.  S.  and 
parted  at  Cincinnati,  the  19t|i  of  last  month; 
he  was  then  not  perfectly  in  health,  and  a  good 
deal  worsted  by  bis  journey,  which,  owing  to 
the  uncommon  severity  of  the  weather,  had  been 
attended  with  more  fatigue  than  yTe  expected  to 
encounter.  At  some  future,  and  not  distant  pe- 
riod, I  will  do  myself  the  honor  of  laying  befogre 
you  some  of  the  particulars  of  our  travels,  and 
the  reflections,  that  occasionally  pressed  them- 
sdvea  on  our  minds.  The  situation  into  which 
I  am  thrown,  by  a  concurrence  of  circumstances, 
originating  in  a  want  of  foresight,  is  far  from 
being  pleasant.    Indulge  me  with  a  few  minutes 

patience,  and  I  will  acquaint  you  with  it.    S , 

^t  Cincinnati,  gave  me  charge  of  the  letters  he 
had  received  for  — r- ;  who  was  at  that  time  at 
Greenville.  The  vigilance  and  activity  of  his 
•Demies  made  it  unsafe  to  trust  them  to  any  or- 
dinary conveyance ;  I  therefore  resolved  to  .carry 
them  myself;  but  not  to  attract  the  eye  of  sus- 
picion, and  even  to  remoVe  the  shadow  of  iL  I 
Judged  it  necessary  (o  remain  at  Cincinnati  until  I 
obtained  permission  from  Qen.  Wilkinson  to  visit 
headquarters,  where  he  commanded.  Having  ob- 
tained it,  I  proceeded  thither  without  delay,  and 
arrived  there  the  second  of  >  June,  and  delivered 
the  letter.  — —  asked  me  what  arrangements 
had  been  made  to  have  the  money  forwarded  to 
jbim.  I  informed  him  that  I  had  agreed  with 
I>on  Andres,  who  appAirted  to  have  the  madage- 
meot  of  that  business,  that  I  should  proceed  up 
the  Ohio  with  the  barge  in  which  Lieutenant  A. 
Oregg  relumed  to  Massac,  with  a  cargo  of  sugar, 
coffee,  6be^  in  barrels,  and  that,  to  elude  the  grasp 
eren  of  conjecture,  the  money  should  be  put  by 
small  quantities  into  the  barrels ;  that  I  was  to 
have  the  selection  of  the  boat's  crew,  from  among 
the  Creoles  and  Canadians,  living  at  this  place, 
or  on  board  the  King's  galleys }  and  that  I  un- 


derstood the  sugar  and  coffee  bad  been  sent  up 
with  the  dollars.  Pleased  with  these  precau- 
tions, which  to  him  appeared  well  calculated  to 
lull  suspicion,  blind  the  inquisitiye,  avert  danger, 
and  insure  success,  he  gave  me  verbal  orders  to 
take  charge  of  the  money,  proceed  with  all  possi- 
ble dispatch  to  New  Madrid,  and  return  speedily 
to  Cincinnati.  The  reason  for  kis  not  giving  me 
an  order  by  v^ritlng  is  obvious:  it  might  fallioto 
the  bands  of  his  enemies,  an  event  that  was  within 
the  scope  of  possible  contingencies,  and  which 
would  inevitably  haveinvolve'd  him,  With  perhaps 
some  of  his  friends,  in  destruction,  and,  in  one  mo- 
ment have  blasted  a  scheme,  in  the  prosecution  of 
whicn  he  ha^  devoted  hjis  talents,  labor,  and  time, 
and  have  crowned  the  best  founded  hopes  with 
the  bitternes»of  disappointment.  This  he  thought 
was  putting  too  much  at  stake;  and  to  have 
given  me  an  order  in  cipher  would  undoubtedly 
hay e  been  useless,  for  it  would  have  been  unintel- 
ligible to  the  coibmandant.^  To  obviate  as  much 
as  possible  these  difficu}ties,^he  authorized  me/if 
necessary,  to  write  an  order  myself,  and  sign  his 
name. .   I  cannot  omit  another  cogent  reason 

which  yvould  not  allow to  give  me  such  an 

order*  was,  that  he  knew  not  what  sum  of  mo- 
ney bad  been  sent  for  him  to  New  Madrid,  and 
could  not,  therefore,  specify  what  I  was  to  receive* 
He  informed  me,  (hat  neither  you  nor  the  Baron 
had  mentioned  in  your  letters  a  syllableabout  said 
monev;  and  that  Don  Andres  alone  writes  him, 
that  the  money  had  been  conveyed  to  New  Mad- 
rid, without  specifying  the  sum.  This  he  was 
iH>t  a  little  surprised  at.  lieft  Greenville  on  the 
9th,  and  proceeded  to  ibis  place.  This  morning 
I  acquainted  the  commandant  with  my  commis- 
sion ;  on  this  he  showed  me  a  lener  from  the 
Governor  of  the  province,  ordering  him  to  deli- 
ver the  money  only  to  the  person  who  should 

present  him  an  order  from ;  assuring  me,  at 

the  same  time,  that  neither  coffee  nor  sugar  had 
been  sent  for  the  purpose  already  mentioned.  I 
exposlnlated  in  vain  with  him.    Mortified'  and 

shocked  with  the  thoughts  of  what would 

suffer  by  iiny  further  delay  in  this  business,  which, 
by  a  hostile  combination  of  events,  has  been  pro- 
tracted so  loDff,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  lay  before 
the  commandant  certain  circumstances,  which 
the  exigencies  o/  the  case  alone  can  whrrant* 
This,  however,  had  the  desired  effect,  by  prevail- 
ing upon  him  to  accede  to  my  proposals.  Enclosed 
you  will  receive  a  copy  of  what  I  have  written 
to  him.  My  conduct  on  this  occasion,  I  hope 
will  ncieet  yout  approbation.  I  can  with  confi- 
dence assert,  that  it  has  been  dictated  solely  by 
my  zeal  for  the  service  of  the  King,  my  attach- 
ment to  — — ,  and  a' desire  to  serve  him.  As 
soon  as  the  barge  arrives  froin  St.  Fernando,  and 
everjr thing  got  in  xeadiness,  I  will  proceed  up 
(he  river  without  any  loss  of  time.  -»—  expects 
me  by  th^  first  of  August.  I  assured  him  so  pos- 
itively that  my  absence  should  not  extend  beyond 
that  period,  that  if  he  is  disappointed  be  will  be 
tormented  with  tha  most  painful  anxiety.  I  am 
informed  that  you  hare  been  appointed  Governor 
of  the  province  $  permit  me  to  coogratnUte  yoa 
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00  the  event,  and  assure  yoa  that  I  rank  atnoogst 
the  foremost  lirho  sincerely  rejoice  at  it.  Not  to 
detain  the  boat  4faat  is  goin^  to  St.  Fernando,  I 
am  obliged  to  close  this,  and  defer  writing  to  you 
more  at  length  lo  a  more  leisure  hour. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  respect  and 
consideration,  yours,  dbc 

Don  Gatoso  db  Lemos,  dbc. 


New  Madrid,  January  3, 1797. 
Sib:  I  arrived  at  this  post  the  first  of  last 
month.  I  intended  to  announce  to  you  this  visit 
in  person,  but  the  most  contrariant  events  have 
prevented  me,  and  do  not  yet  permit  me  to  set 
out  for  New  Orleans,  to  render  you  an  account 
of  my,  mission,  in  which  I  have  succeeded  in 
spite  of  the  opposition  of  Wayne.  I  should  have 
already  returned  to  the.  capital,  if  I  had  myself 

been  the  bearer  of  the  letters  of ,  which  I 

have  received  some  days  since  by  ULt*  Nolan. 
The  gazettes,  which  I  have  the  hotaor  to  send  )rou 
with  t|)is,  will  inform  you  of  the  motives  which* 

prevented from  putting  them  under  my  care. 

You  will  see  there,  also,  the  manner  In  which 
I  have  been  treated  by  the  orders  of  Gkneral 
Wayne.  There  are  certain  details  which  it 
would  be  imprudent  to  exhibit  to  the  eyes  of  the 

Eublic.  but  which  I  will  c6mmunicate  when  I 
ave  tne  honor  of  seeine  your  Excellency. 
In  the  instructions  which  accompany  the  let*- 
ters  of—-;  he  gives  me  the  most  pressing  orders 
to  go  without  delay  to  New  Orleans,  and  from  - 
thente  to  Philadelphia,  where  my  presence  is 
indispeoAable.  In  consequence  thereof^  I  have 
made  an  application  to  the  Commandant  Lassus 
for  the  barge,  in  which  I  made  my  last  voyage, 
which  he  has  puf  at  my  disposition ;  and  I  should 
have  set  out  the  22d  of  December  if  a  frost  had 
not  happened,  the  hardest  ever  known  in  this 
country^  which  froze  the  Mississippi  the  distance 
of  several  toises  from  its  banks.  The  river  is 
still  in  the  same  state,  and  carries  down  so  great 
a  quantity  of  cakes  of  ice  that,  to  undertake  to 
descend  it  in  any  kind  of  vessel,  except  a  little 
boat,  would  be  exposing  one's  self  to  Inevitable 
shipwreck.  As  soon  as  the  rigorous  cold,  which 
vet  prevails,  shall  have  ceased,  and  the  river  shall 
oe  cleared  of  ice,  so  that  it  may  be  navigated,  you 
may  be  persuaded  that  I  shall  not  delay  my  de- 
parture an  instant.  If  I  do  not  send  the  letters 
of——,  it  is  because  I  do  not  wish  to  ^o  beyond 
his  orders.  He  enjoined  me,  in  the  most  express 
and  urgent  manner,  not^to  part  with  thiem  until 
I  could  deliver  them  to  yoii  in  person.  I  dare 
flatter  myself,  that  when  I  shall  have  imparted 
to  you  the  motives  of  my  conduct.in  all  this  busi- 
ness, which  is  SO' very  difficult  and  delicate,  you 
will  not  refuse  me  your  approbation ;  at  least  I 
do  not  hesitate  to  assure  you  that  my  intentions 
merit  it.  - 

I  believe  it  is  essential  that  you  should  know 
that  the  suspicions  which  I  communicated  1 1  you, 
on  the  subject  of  General  Collot,  were  but^  too 
well  founded.  He  is  sent  by  *^Mr.  Adet  to  fulfil 
the  mission  in  which  Mr  Egron  failed.'*    The 


person  from  whooti  I  have  this  refosed  to  aeeot 
It.  To  tell  you  who  it  is,  at  this  time,  wonld  be 
risking  too  much.  When  I  shall  have  samcd 
him,  you  will  not  doubt  of  what  I  advance.  Tkii 
same  person  has  promised  me  that,  at  my  retan 
from  Philadelphia^  he  would  commuDieate  eei^ 
tain  details,  very  interesting  for  this  provioc^ 
As  I  hope  to  be  in  town  almost  as  sooo  ai  thii 
courier,!  will  no  longer  abuse  your  patience,  tad 
take  up  your  precious  time. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  devotion  aodie- 
spect,  your  most  obedient  servant. 

Baron  db  Carondilbt. 

No  S3. 
Ni^w  Madrid,  January  3, 1797. 

Sir:  F  Arrived  at  this  place  on  the  first  of  lift 
month)  and  have  been  oetained  here  by  t  con- 
currence of  unlucky  circumstances.  — -hid 
ordered  me  to  stay  here  until  Nolan  shoold  ar- 
rive with  his  letters.  Mr.  Nolan  did  not  arrife 
before  the  17th  or  18ih  of  December.  I  wis 
ready  to  set  off  on  the  22d,  when  the  severest 
frost  ever  known  in  this  country  suddeolyfroie 
the  river  for  a  great  distance  from  its  bsDis.  It 
still  continues  frozen,  and  such  vast  quao titles  of 
ice  float  dpwn  the  part  that  is  not  frozeD,  that,  to 
attempt  to  go  down  it  in  anything  bat  a  small 
canoe,  would  be  rushing  into  the  iaws  of  deatb. 
I  enclose  you  two  newspapers^  by  which  yoa 
will  learn  the  manner  in  which  I  have  been 
treiated  in  the  United  States,  and  why  —  did 
not  venture  to  mist  me  with  any  papers.  laa 
happy,  however,  lo  acquaint  you,  that  I  delirered 
my  charge  in  safety.  1  do  not  transmit  you  — » 
letters,  not  to  depart  from  his  orders,  which arr,^ 
not  to  let  them  out  my  hands  upon  any  eonsidet- 
ation,  but  to  deliver  them  personally  to  yoa;  aod, 
besides,  I  expect  to  be  with  you  almost  as  sooa 
as  the  bearer  of  this.  After  I  shall  have  ex- 
plained .to  yt)u,  at  Natchez,  the  motives  of  mr 
conduct  through  the  whole  of  this  delicate  aad 
difficult  business,  I  flatter  myself  it  will  meet 
with  your  approbation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  respect,  your  Bx- 
celjepcy's  most  obedient  and  rpost  humble  ser- 
vant. ', 

His  Excellency  Governor  Gayoso. 

W.— Depesition  of  Elisha  WiotMS. 
I,  the  undersigned,  certify  and  declare,  thstl 
was  an  inhabitant  of  Kentucky  in  the  years  178^ 
*89,  and  '90 ;  that  General  Wilkinson  was  theo  efi- 
gaced  in  commerce  between  Kentucky  and  Net 
Orleans ;  that  the  General  made  a  small  ehipmest 
of- tobacco,  in  the  Spring  *  1791,  not  more  tha 
two  boats,  under  the  care  of  Captain  Wil800,oDt 
of  which  sunk  on  the  Ohio,  and  two  or  three  k(^ 
heads  of  tobacco  landed  on  the  bank;  tbeotbtf 
boat  landed  in  New  Orleans  a  few  days  before  1 
arrived  in  that  port,  and  if  there  were  any  loon 
arrivals  (the  property  of  the  General)  it  was  oif 
known  to  me.  I  further  sUte  that,  in  the  yfltf 
1791, 1  became  a  citizen  of  New  Orleans,  anfl 
that  the  General  might  hav«  made  a  thipineat  w 
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that  part  in  1792,  but  it  was  not  probable,  other- 
wise I  should  ha?e  bad  some  knowledge  of  it. 
But  this  is  improbable,  because  io  the  year  1790 
I  was  iv  New  Orleans.  The  residence  of  Gov- 
ernor Miro  waa  then  about  two  leagues  from  the 
city;  a  message  came  to  me  that  the  Qovernor 
wished  to  see  me  at  his  house  the  next  day. 
Accordingly  J  waited,  on  his  Excellency.  He 
made  strict  inquiry  concerning  the  General,  and 
whether  there  were  any  tobacco  coming  or  not, 
or  whether  the  General  was  coming  himself. 

I  answered  that  I  knew  nothing  of  the  GeneraFs 
eoming,  nor  of  any  tobacco  on  its  wa)r.  He  then 
aaid  that  the  General  had  treated  him  Tery  ill, 
and  if  he  could  not  hare  complied  with  his  con* 
tract^  he  ought  to  hare  sent  a  man  in  a  canoe 
with  information.  He  then  repeated  it  agaiin, 
with  great  warmth,  saying,  I  will  not  write  him, 
but  you  must  tell  him,  from  me,  that  he  has  be- 
haTed  Tery  improperly,  and  my  disappointment 
is  very  great.  This  was  expressed  with  much 
passion. 

Qofemor  Miro  took  his  departure  from  New 
Orleans  in  the  year  of  1792.^^  To  my  knowledge 
there  was  no  tobacco  received  for  the  King's 
Vfie,  after  the  arrival  of  the  Baron  Carondelet. 
A  proclamation  was  issued,  before  the  departure 
of  Governor  Miro,  that  no  more  tobacco  would 
>e  received  in  the  King's  stores  for  his* Majesty's 
use. 

I,  the  undersigned,  further  state,  that,  about 
the  year  1796, 1  was  on  a  visit  at  Ne^f  Madrid, 
aikd,  at  the  house  of  the  commandant,  heard  him 
jqaalLe  some  observations -which  I  could  not  un^ 
derstand,  and  applied  to,  the  interpreter  for  an 
explanation;  he  answered  that  the  dommandaot 
had  in  his  chamber  a  Spanish  lady  going  to  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson.  This  raised  my  puriosity.  I 
made  further  inquirv,  and  found  it  to  be  a  chest 
of  dollars  (as  much  as  'four  or  five  men  could 
handle)  from  the  Spanish  Government  to  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson.  This  I  thought  stranse  indeed. 
On  being  fully  satisfied,  in  a  very  Ami  time 
after,  I  took  my  departure  for  the  falls  of  Ohio. 
Ader  haying  been  aboat  four  ^r  five  days  on  itiy 
Toyage,  I  met  a  certain  Mr.  Power  (aa  old  ac- 
quaintance) descending  the  Ohio,  who  informed 
me  that  he  was  from  headquarters,  on  his  way 
to  New  Madrid,  for  a  cargo  of  groceries.  This 
convinced  me  that  what  I  had  learned  at  New 
Madrid,  was  true,  and  that  he  was  on  his  way  to 
salient  the  Spanish  lady  to  headquarters.  I  then 
determined  to  make' all  possible  despatch  to  the 
falls  in  order  to  give  information  of  the  approach 
of  so  valuable  a  creature.  Accordingly,  on  my 
arrival  at  the  falls,  I  immediately  gave  informa- 
tion to  General  Wayne  that  I  had  discovered,  at 
New  Madrid^  a  royal  chest  on  its  way  to  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  and  that  this  chest, 
together  with  the  despatches  that  accompanied 
Uf  would  be  important  and  that  if  he  would  send 
to  me  in  Lexington  a  confidential  pel^on,  I  would 
communicate  to  him  the  particulars.  Accord- 
ingly, in  a  very  short  time,  I  was  visited .  by  a 
Major  Swann,  to  whom  I  communicated  the 
whole  aiair,  aud  as&ived  the  major  that  if  im- 


mediate and  proper  steps  wer^  taken  to  meet  Mr. 
rower,  on  the  Ohio,  an  important  discoveryr 
would  be  made.  The  major  immediately  re- 
turned ;  and,  as  I  have  been  informed,  a  certaitk> 
Lieutenant  Steel,  was  dispatched  on  this  busi- 
ness, and  met  the  aforesaid  Power  on  the  Ohio,, 
but  did  not  search  his  boat,  and  permitted  him 
to  proceed  on  his  voyage.  I  afterwards  saw  my 
letter  of  information  to  General  Wayne,  in  the 
War  Office  in  tbe  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  McHenry,  then  Secretary  of^War. 

The  de{)onent  further  states  that  he  was  led  to 
make  particular  inquiry  of  the  Spanish  interpre- 
ter at  New  Madrid,  as  aforesaid,  from  the  cir- 
cumstance of  seeing^  a  post,  which  appeared^ 
rough  and  newly  nukle^  apparently  supporting: 
the  upper  floor  of  the  room  in  which. the  com- 
mandant then  was.  , 

ELISHA  WINTERS. 

Washinoton  County,  at. 

On  this  IGth  April,  1810,  before  the  iobscriber, 
a  justice  of  tbe  peace  for  said  county,  appeared 
Elisha  Winters,  and  made  oath,  in  due  form  of 
law,  that  the  above  an,d  foregoing  facts  are  true  to 
the  best  of  his  belief  and  recollection. 

Sworn  before  DANIEL  RAPINE. 

No.  35. — Bradford's  aifidaviu 
SDntetime  between  the  10th  and  20th  days  of 
January,  1807,^  in  conversation  with  General 
Wilkinson  on  the  subject  of  publications  in  the 
Western  World,  I  expressed  a  belief  that  some 
of  the  charges  there  brought  against  him  (the 
General)  were  true;  and  remarked  that  they 
were  generally  credited  in  Kentucky.  I  noticed 
the  immense  sums  of  money  he  expended,  as 
tending  to  impress  a  belief  that  he  had  some 
other  resource  than  his  pay  and  emoluments  as 
Comipander-in-Chief  of  the  Army.  1  informed 
him  that  I  had  heard  it  very  confidently  asserted 
that  the  money  he  paid  to  John  McDonough  for 
sugars,  when  the  Americans  took  possession  of 
this  country,  was  received  from  the  Marquis  de 
Casa  Calvo.  The  General  declared  the  report 
fdlse,  and  raised  to  ruin  him;  that  he  had  received 
the  money  from  Lieutenant  Taylor  for  extra 
services.  Shdrtiy  after  this  conversation  with 
General  Wilkinson,  I  had  one  on  the  same  sub- 
ject with  Governor  Claiborne.  He  told  me  that 
when  he  first  heard  of  the  purchase  of  sugars  by 
the  General,  he  was  inclined  to  believe  that  he 
had  cqme  by  the  money,  with  which  he  made  the 
purchase,  CQrruptly;  but  that  he  had  an  explana- 
tion of  the  afiair  with  General  Wilkinson,  who 
had  removed  every  suspicion  from  his  mind,  and 
added,  that  the  Qeneraf  received  the  money  from 
Lieuietiant  Taylor,  then  military  agent,  for  extra 
services  in  running  lines. 

Since  writing  the  above  I  have  shown  it  to 
Gh>vernor  Claiborne,  who  agrees  to  the  facts 
stated  with  this  correction:  that,  instead  of  say- 
ing he  ^  was  inclined  to  believe  that  he  had  come 
by  the  money^  with  which  he  made  the  purchase, 
corruptly,"  he  believed  »*aH  was  not  right."  And 
that  instead  of  saying.  ^  tbe  General  received  the 
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money  from  Lieutenant  Taylor,  then  military 
a^ent,  for  extra  services  in  running  lines,"  he 
said,  'Mhe  General  received  the  money  from 
Lieutenant  Taylor  for  drafts  on  the  United 
States:"  and  he  '*  had  heard  that  the  drafts  were 
for  extra  services  in  running  lines  and  making 
Indian  treaties;"  th^t  he  held  these  conversations 
frequently,  and  recollects  one  on  this  subject 
with  the  undersigned  in  the  Winter  of  1807. 
JAMES  JVI.  BRADFORD. 

Sworn  and  subscribed  to,  at  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  this  17th  day  of  March.  1809,  before  me, 
SAMUEL  D.  EARLE,  J.  P. 


I.  fi/— Deposition  of  Isaac  Briggs,  April  14,  1810. 

Washington  City, 
13/&  of  the  ith  month,  1810. 

Shortly  after  I  arrived  in  the  Mississippi  Ter- 
ritory a^  surveyor  of  the  public  lands  of  the 
Uniteid  States,  m  the  Autumn  of  the  year  1803, 
William  C.  C,  Claiborne,  then  Governor  of  i4ie 
said  Territory,  told  me  that  Daniel  Clarke  had 
some  time  before  made  to  him  a  proposition  to 
put  himself  (Claiborne)  at  the  head  of  all  the 
force  he  could  ratse^  march  to  New  Orleans,  and 
take  forcible  possession  of  that  citv.  That  $100,- 
000  would  be  at  his  (Claiborne's)  disposal ;  and 
that  General  Wilkinson,  with  all  the  power  in 
his  command}  would  co-operate  in  the  enterprise; 
and  that  soon  afterwards.  Ri(^ard  Reynold  Keen 
showed  him  (Claiborne)  a  written  but  anony- 
mous paper,  which  he  believed  to  be  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Crenerai  Wilkinson, 'and  which  con- 
tained an  assurance  that  the  General  would 
co-operate  in  such  an  enterprise.  This  informa- 
tion the  said  Governor  Claiborne  repeated,  and 
Hose  Browse  Trist,  since  deceased,  <^onfirmed 
to  Robert  Williams,  late  Governor  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory,  and  myself,  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans,  in  the  second  month  of  the  year 
eighteen  hundred  and  four. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  tenth  month,  in 
the  year  1806,  at  the  town  of  Washinffton,  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory,  I  told  General  James  Wil- 
kinson 1  had  been  informed  that  he  had  received, 
Jireviously  to  his  leaving  New  Orleans  in  1804, 
rom  the  officers  of  the  Spanish  Government, 
about  tei)  thousand  dollars  ora  late  Mexican 
coinage,  in  Campeachy  bags.  He  replied  it  was 
fact;  he  had  received  about  that  sum,  in  tlie 
manner  stated,  and  from  the  Spanish  officers,  but 
that  it  was  due  to  him  on  account  pf  forgtier 
mercantile  contracts  with  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment. 

Having  never  taken  any  notes  or  memoran- 
dums, the  above  statement  is  from  memorv. 

ISAAC  BRIGGS. 
Washington  County,  s$: 

On  this  13lh  of  April,  1810,  before  the  sub- 
scriber, a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  coiinty, 
appeared  Isaac  Briggs,  and  affirmed  that  the 
facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  instrument  of  writ- 
ing are  just  and  true,  to  the  best^  of  his  belief. 

Affirmed  before  DANIEL  RAPINE. 


Papers  relative  to  the  second  fMritU  oj  inqmrjf. 

No.  34. — Mr  Power's  narrative  and  depoation  raped* 
ing  hb  mission  in  1796. 

In  the  year  1795  Governor  GUyoso  tsces^ed 
the  river  Mississippi,  commanding  the  King's 
galleys  and  troops,  destined  to  erect  and  garrtsM 
the  fort  of  San  Fernando  de  las  Barrancas, (Chick- 
asaw BluffK,)  virhere  he  remained,  I  belieTC, 
about  two  months,  o|j)erhaps  loo^r;  aadafcff 
having,  by  his  presence,  given  spirit  and  tetiTitj 
to  the  works,  proceeded  to  New  Madrid.  Im- 
mediately on  his  arrival,  which  was  la  the  b^ 
ffinning  of  September,  1795,  he  informed  Capuii 
Don  Thomas  Portell,  the  commaadaDt,  that  he 
ha^  despatches  of  the  -greatest  importance  to 
forward  to  Kentucky,  and  desired  him  to  proeore 
a  person  on  whom  he  could  depend  to  uke 
charge  of  then).  Portell  spoke  to  me  ob  thesob- 
ject.  As  travelling  was  then  my  rnliag  passioi, 
I  proposed,  without  hesitation,  to  undertake  the 
journey.  It  may  not  be  improper  here  toobsem, 
that  I  had  already  been  sent  by  said  Portell  to 
Kentucky  op  two  occasions;  the  first,  at  the W- 
ginning  of  1794,  to  keep  an  eye  on  the  mon- 
oients  ieind  prc^ess  of  what  is  generally  knowi 
by  the  name  of  (tenet's  expedition  a|[aiDstLoa»> 
iana,  headed  by  Clarke  and  La  Chaise;  and  the 
second^  to  accompany  the  Spaniards  that  kid 
murdered  Mr.  Henry  Owens,  the  bearer  of  Goh 
eral  Wilkinson's  $6,000,  concerning  whick  1 
have  given  my  affidavit  under  this. date.  Asl 
had  aciquitted  myself  of  mf  commissioos  moek 
to  his  satisfaction,  he  bad  recommeiided  ne 
strongly  to  the  Goveriior. 

Without  less  of  time  a  pirogue,  bands,  aad 
provisions,  were  got  ready;  and  I  set  o/Tfrofli 
New  Madrid  on  theOth  of  September,  aadreieW 
the  Re4  Banks  onthe  siith  day.  Heielvts 
detained-  by  a  bilious  fever  iintil  the  2tth,  oa 
which  day  I  set  off  by  land  and  arrived  at  Cii- 
cinnati  on  the  3d  of  October,  having  delayed  oae 
day  at  Lexington.  The  day  after  myt^riTtll 
delivered  my  despatches  to  General  Wilkiosoa, 
aj^reeably  to  my  orders.  When  I  left  NewBlad- 
rid,  I  was  only  half  in  the  secret  of  the  object  a 
my  mission ;  but  the  General  disclosed  the  whole 
plot  to  me,  which  was  a  separation  of  the  Weitr 
ern  from  the  Eastern  States,  such  as  appeal*  ii 
Judire  Sebastian's  trial.  After  some  days'  stay 
at  Cincinnati  I  proceeded  up  the  Ohio  as  far » 
Gailipolis,  in  obedience  to  General  Wilkiosooi 
orders,  which  I  had  been,  instructed  bj  Cbyoo* 
implicitly  to  follow.  I  returned  lo  CiDcioaan 
on  the  8th  of  November,  and  left  that  pbeeoa 
the  14th  with  Wilkinson's  answers,  havia;  o^ 
cUsion^lIy  dined  with  the  General,  and  hariaf 
had  several  nocturnal  conferences  with  kim  ii 
Fert  Washington. 

In  his  letter  in  cipher  to  Gayoso,  Septenker 
22, 1796,  he  refers  him  to  what  I  should  verbally 
conununicate  to  him,  whicb  u-aa  as  follows: 
That  I  must  immediately  return  to  Red  Baab, 
where  1  should  meet  the  following  gentlemea, « 
at  least  two  of  them,  viz:  Messrs.  BeojaDts 
Sebastian,  Henry  Innes,  John  Murray,  and  Qtoifi 
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Nicholas,  whom  I  was  to  coofef  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Ohio,  there  to  have  an  interview  with 
Gayoso.  I  b&Te  already  mentioned  that  the  plan 
of  separation  was  such  as  appears  in  Sebastian's 
trial;  on  which  subject  Wilkinson  directed  me 
to  lay  the  following  observations  before  Oaroo- 
delet  apd  Gayoso.  However,  before  I  proceed 
any  further,  it  will  not  be  improper  to  state  that 
Wilkinson  received  a  letter  sometime  after  from 
Gayoso,  expressive  of  much  discontent  and  re- 
proach for  having  imprudently  communicated  to 
YSke  the  whole  extent  of  their  ptotSr  This  1  had 
from  Wilkinson  himself.  [Here  follow  the  ob- 
servations.] In  this  I  am  confident  that^  I  am 
perfectly  correct,  as  I  committed  them  to  paper 
at  the  time,  and  which  I  will  literally  copy: 
^  The  various  channels  through  which  the  West- 
ern country  is  to  receive  foreign  commodities. 
Which  the  most  advantageous?  1st.  by  the 
river  St.  Lawrence  and  the  lakes;  2d.  By  New 
York,  Hudson;  or  North  river,  and  by  Oswego 
into  Ibc  lake;  3d.  By  Baltimore,  up  the  ^us<|ue- 

bannah,  a  portage  to ,  that  empties  into 

the  Alleghany,  down  into  the  Ohio;  4th.  By 
,  up  the  Potomac,  portage  to  Cheat  river 
into  the  Monoogahela,.and  down  the  Ohio;  5th. 
By  New  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi,  d^c.  An 
intelligent  person  ought  to  be  sent  to  these  dif- 
ferent places,  and  obtain  every  possible  informa- 
tion on  the  spot ,  concerning  the  difficulty  or 
facility  attending  their  navigation;  &c.,  and,  by 
comparing  them,  see  which  merits  the  preference. 
It  might,  perhaps,  also  be  the  noeans  of  artificially 
ffivingthe  advantage  to  the  Mississippi  in  case  it 
does  not  possess  it  naturally.  The  free  naviga-. 
tJon  of  the  Mississippi  injurious  to  the  future 
population  of  Lt>uisiana ;  because  nvrmbers  who 
would  have  emigrated  to  it  for  the'sake  pf  enjoy- 
ing the  privileges  of  Spanish  subjects,  and  from 
which  forei^ers  were  excluded,  would  now  pos- 
sess those  advantages  withoqt  moving  to  it. 

•*  To  ascend, the  Ohio  with-  a  cargo,  the  profits 
on  which  must  be  a  perquisite  for  the  person  en- 
trusted with  it.  By  these  m^ns  the  following 
advanta^  will  be  obtained :  The  money  that  it 
may  be  judged  proper  to  introduce  into  the  coun- 
try will  be  kept  out  of  sight,  even  of  the  crew, 
and  the  real  object  of  the  expedition  kept  secret. 
It  may  draw  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
point  out  the  channel  through  which  they  must 
receive  foreign  commodities.  The  cargo  ought 
to  consist  of  gunpowder,  sugar,  cofiee,  brandy, 
wine,  se^rs,  dtc.  The  mouth  of  the  Ohio  must 
be  formidably  fortified,  and  works  erected  of 
sufficient  strength  to  arrest  the  progress  ofan^ 
army  during  a  whole  campaign,  and  thus  ffain 
one  jrear.  Kentuckiahs  mus^  be  employed  iti 
raising  these  fortifications.  This  will  help  to  dd 
away  all  national  distinctions  and  prejudices,' 
and^o  conciliate  and  fraternise  the  two  nations. 
The  cannons  wanted  may  be  cast  in  Kentucky. 
A  bank  must  be  established  in  Kentucky,  with  a 
eapital  of  one  million  of  dollars;  the  directors  to 
ba  chosen  ampng  the  most  distinguished  an'ld 
Wading  characters  in  the  country.  We  shall 
tiiti4  secure  a  riiajority  io  (he  eouneils  aod  assem- 


blies of  State.  The  fort  of  San  Fernando  must 
not,  upon' any  consideration,  be  given  up;  for 
this  would  lessen  the  power  and  importance  of 
Spain,  and  the  Americans  would  immediately 
take  possession  of  it.  As  the  seeds  of  an  ap- 
proaching rupture  are  aire  »dy  cast,  it  is  proper 
that  all  the  necessary  preparations  should  be 
made  in  tiie'  province,  by  building  forts  on  the 
frontiers,  incr^sing  the  number  of  Spanish  agents 
in  Kentucky,  and  depositing  funds  i6  the  country, 
to  be  enabled  to  "face  contingencies.  GkneVal 
Clarke  and  bis  adherents,  who  are  in  the  pay  of 
the  French  Republic,  must  be  bought  into  the 
service  of  Spain,  "^he  French  may  hereafter  be 
prevailed  upon  to  take  produce  of  Kentucky  and 
the  Western  co.uctry,  for  the  use  of  their  colonies. 
It  \%  absolutely  necessary  that  military  magazines 
should  be  formed  at  New  Madrid,  well  provided 
with  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  miliary  stores,. 
A  watchful  eye  mu^t  be  kept  upon  Daniel  Clarke, 
senior,  and  'his  nephew  Daniel  Clarke,  Minor, 
Beauregard^  Du  For^t.  Morales,  and  their  friends. 
They  itiust  never  be  trusted  in  anything  that  re- 
lates to  Wilkinson  and , 

'*  Pounds  of  sugar  mean  hard  dollars;  Camp- 
bell, Carondelet;  McCullough,  Gayoso;  Marietta, 
New'  Orleans;  Post  Vincennes,  Philadelphia; 
store,  fortification ;  Monongahela,  moath  of  the 
Ohio ;  words,  war ;,  silence,  peace ;  cash.  Spain ; 
corn,  France;  pork,  England;  whiskey.  United 
States;  pounds  of  cofiee,  arms;  segars^  men; 
bread,  ammunition." 

Immediately  on  my  return  to  New  Madrid,  a 
large  pirogue  was  purchased,  and  everything 
pro.vided  that  could  contribute  to  the  accoipmo- 
dation  of  the  gentlemen;  and  I  again  set  ofiffor 
Red  Banks  towards  the  beginning  of  December. 
On  my  arrival  at  that  place,  I  there  found  Mr. 
B»  Seoastian,  who  had  takes  passage  in  a  flat 
boat,  bound  to  New  Madrid.  On  my  inquiring  for 
the  other  gentlemen,  he  told  me  that,  as  Murray 
had  for  some  time  past  been  in  a  habitual  state 
of  inebriation,  it  was  not  judged  proper  that  he 
should  be  of  the  party ;  that  Mr.  If.  Innes  could 
not  leave  .his  home^  owing  to  some  family  con- 
cerns, or  to  indisposition,  I  do  not  recollect  which ; 
and  that  the  absence  of  Lawyer  Nicholas  would 
excite  a  degree  of  suspicion  that  might  defeat  the 
object  they  had  in  view;  but  said  that  he  was 
full^  authorized  to  treat  with  the  Governor  in 
their  name.  We  accordingly  proceeded  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Ohio,  he  in  the  flat,  myself  in  the 
pirogue.  We  arrived  in  a  jshort  time  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi. There  we  found  Gayoso  encamped, 
opposite  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio,  wheje  he  baa 
amused  himself  in  building  a  small  triangular 
stockade  fort,  with  the  view  of  impressing  the 
public  with  the  idea  that  he  had  no  other  object 
in  contemplati9n.  Here  the  bad  weather  de- 
tained us  a  few  days;  during  which  time  we  had 
the  visit  of  Julian  Poydras  and  Mr.  Bernoudi, 
iun.,  who  were  descending. in  a  flat  to  New  Or- 
leans. We  arrived  at  New  Madrid,  I  think,  on 
Christmas  day,  and  remained  there  but  a  short 
time,  and  continued  our  route  to  Natchez;  Se- 
bastian, with  the  Governor,  in  bis  galliot,  and 
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myself  with  Mr.  Yanden  Benden  ia  a  King's 
barge.  After  ao  ordinary  passage  we  arrived  at 
Natcbfz,  where  we  were  hospitably  entertaiaed 
in  the  Govern  men  t  house.  I  stayed  there  but  a 
short  time;  then  proceeded  to  New  Orleans, 
leaving  Sebastian  at  the  Governor's.  They  both 
reached  New  Orleans  together  a  few  days  after  me. 
Mr.  Sebastian  and  myself  left  New  Orleans^  if 
I  recollect  right,  in  March,  or  the  beginning  of 
April,  having  taken  passage  for  Philadelphia  in 
the  brig  Gayoso,  Captain  Jared  Arnold,  where 
we  arrived  after  nineteen  days'  passages  We  re^ 
mained  but  a  few  days  in  Philadelphia,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Shippensburgh  in  the  stase.  Here  we 
pat  our  baggage  in  a  wagon,  and,  Ibr  numerous 
reasons  unnecessary  to  expos^  continued  ouj 
journey  to  Red  Stone  on  foot.  At  R^d  Stone 
we  embarked  in  a  flat,  bound  to  Cincinnati, 
where  we  arrived  on  the  17ih  or  18ih  of  May. 
The  next  day  after  our  arrival,  Sebastian  took 
passage  in  a  flat  for  Louisville..  I  remained  at 
Cincinnati.  On  the  20th  I  wrote  to  General 
Wilkinson,  who  then  had  the  command  of  ^the 
army,  bwing  to  General  Wayne's  absence,  so- 
liciting permission  to  travel  by  the  line  of  forts 
to  Greenville,  and  pursue  my  route  fron^  thence 
to  the  Illinois^  by  Post  Vldcennes.  The  follow- 
ing is  a  copy  of  his  answer : 

^^  HSADaUARTERS,  GREENVrLLB, 

ilfay  25j  1796. 

"Sir:  The  day  before  yesterday  I  had  i}ie 
honor  lO  receive  a  letter  from  you,  under  date  of 
the  ^ih  instant,  in  which  you  request  leave  to 
visit  this  place,  and  to  proceed  by  St.  Vincennes 
and  the  Illinois  to  New  Madrid.  Permit  me,  sir, 
to  observe,  that  this  precaution  was  unnecessary, 
at  a  time  "When  the  United  Slates,  of  America 
are,  happily,  at  peace  with  all  the  world.  In  this 
enviable  situation,  the  officers  of  the  American 
army  have  no  concealments  to  make,  and,  there- 
fore, our  camps  and  our  forts  are  free  to  the  in- 
gress and  egress  of  all  persons  who  deport  them- 
selves with  propriety.  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  believe 
that,  upon  an  unpleasant  occasion,  to  which  you 
are  pleased  to  refer,  my  conduct  was  directed 
more  by  the  delicacy  of  my  own  situation  than 
any  sense  of  your  demerit.  Neither  my  sympa- 
thies nor  my  i^otipathies  have  ever  gained  such 
an  ascendant  over  my  reason  as  to  incline  me  to 
condemn,  upon  hearsay,  or  adopt  the  prejudices 
of  any  man.  I  thank  you,  sir,  for  the  trouble 
you  have  given  yourself  in  briAgiog  forward  the 
segars  committed  to  your,  care  by  ray  very  wor- 
thy friends,  Governor  Gkiyoso  and  Don  Andres. 

**And  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  due  consider- 
ation, sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

**  JAMES  WILKINSON. 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Power." 

Having  obtained  th^  General's  permission  to 
go  to  Greenville,  Major  Mills,  Adjutant  General, 
procured  me  a  horse  from  the  quartermaster  to 
carry  me  to  GreenvHle.  There  i  stayed  live  or 
six  days,  quartered  on  Captain  Prior,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Charles  Hyde.  As  soon  as  I  i^ad  received 
the  General's  instructions,  uxi  ansvi^en  to  my 


despatches,  I  returned  to  Cincinnati  ;  for  mj 
journey  to  the  Illinois  by  Vincennes  was  a  deTJce 
to  avoid  curiosity.  I  lost  no  time  at  Cincinnati, 
but  proceeded  with  all  possible  haste  to  New 
Madrid^  where  I  took  chaise  of  W^lkiasoo's  nine 
thousand  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars.  For  the 
details  of  the  rest  of  this  expedition  I  refer  to  ray 
deposition  (No.  17)  taken  before  Mr.  Eliphailet 
Fitch.  THOMAS  POWER. 

. '    New  Orleans,  March  IS,  1809. 
Personally  appeared  Thomas  Power,  mnd  did 
solemnly  swear  that  the  preceding  narrative  is 
just  and  true.  EL' FITCH.  J.  P. 


G.  Y.^-GeB«na  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Gov.  Gajoeo. 

FoAt  Washington,  7  bre.  22, 1796. 

Ill  health,  and  many  pressing  engagements, 
must  be  my  apology  for  a  short  letter.  I  mosl 
refer  you  to  my  letter  to  the  Baron  for  seTeiai 
particulars,  and  for  a  detail  of  my  perils  and 
abuses.  I  must  4>eg  leave  to-  -refer  you  to  oar 
friend  Power,  whom  I-find  of  youthful  enterprise 
and  fidelity;  he  certainly  deserves  well  ol  the 
Court,  and  I  do  not  doubt  that  he  will  be  re- 
warde4* 

What  a  political  crisis  is  the  present  I  and  how 
deeply  interesting  in  its  probable^esults,  in  all  its 
tendencies,  and  thereby  must  hope  it  may  not  be 
carried  into  execution.  If  it  is,  an  entire  reform 
in  the  police  and  the  military  establishments  of 
I^ouisiana  will  be  found  immediately  indispensa- 
ble to  the  security  of  the  Mexican  provinces.  I 
beg  you'  to  write  me  fully  on  this  question,  ia 
cipher,  by  Power,  whose  presence  in  Philadel- 
phia is  necessary,  as  well  to  clear  his  own  char- 
acter^  attacked  by  Wayne,  as  to  support  the  fact 
of  the  outrajB^e  recently  offered  to  the  Spaniski 
Crown,  in  his  person,  and  to  bring  me  either  tlie 
person  or  the  deposition  of  a  man  now  under  your 
command,  who  had  been  suborned  by  Wayne  te 
bear  false  witness  against  me.  and  afterwards,  for 
fear  he  should  recant,  bribed  him  to  leave  Ken- 
tucky. Power  will  give  you  the  perfect  of  this 
infamous  transaction  ;  aivd  I  conjure  you  by  ail 
the  ties  of  friendship -and  of  policy,  to  assist  him 
on  tjiis  occasion.  .If  Spain  does  not  resent  the 
outrage  offered  to  Power,  in  the  face  of  all  Ken- 
tucky, my  letter  to  the  Baron  will  ex|>lain  the 
motives  which  carry  me  to  Philadelphia;  fron 
thence  I  will  ag[ain  write  you.  Power  will  ex- 
plain to  you  circumstances  which  justify  the 
belief  of  the  great  treachery  that  has  been  prac- 
tised with  respect  to  the  money  lately  sent  to  me. 
For  the  love  of  God,  my  friend,  enjoin  great 
secrecy  and.  caution  in  all  our  concerns;  never 
suffer  my  name  to  be  written  nor  spoken.  Tha 
suspicion  of  Washinffton  is  wide  fiwake.  Be- 
ware of  Bradford,  the  Fort  Pitt  refugee ;  he  seeks 
to  make  peace ; .  tnere  are  spies  everywhere..  We 
have  a  report  here  tha^youare  appointed  Qor- 
ernor  of  Louisiana  ;  may  Grod  grant  it,  as  I  pre- 
sume the  Baron  will  be  promoted. 
.    1  am  ever  your  affectionate  friend,  W. 
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Natch  Bz,  6  de  F^rero^  1797. 
Bs  eopia  de  ana  carta  en  ciphra  que  he  reciFido 
del  Geoeral  Wilkinson. 

M.  GAYOSO  DE  LEMOS. 
Bn  no  papilito  a  parte  dice  lo  siguiehte. 
This  will  be  delivered  to  yon  by  Nolan,  whom^ 
yea  know,  is  a  child  of  my  own  raising,  trae  to 
his  profession,  and  firm  in  his  attachments  to 
Spam.    I  consider  him  a  powerfxil  instrument  in 
our  hands,  should  occasion  offer.    1  will  answer 
for  his  conduct;  I  am  deeply  interested  in  what- 
soever concerns  him,  aina  I  confidently  recom- 
mend him  to  your  warmest  protection. 
I  am  evidently  your  affectionate, 

WILKINSON. 
Es  copia :  M.  Gatoso  de  Lbmos. 


No.  36^T-In8tniction8  from  General  Wilkinson  to  Thos. 
Power,  iix  th^  haadwriting  of  P.  Nolan. 
To  proceed  to  Galli polls  to  make  application 
and  propositions  to  the  leadinfl[  characters  there, 
to  induce  them  to  remove  to  New  Madrid,  with 
all  the  French  of  that  s^lement;  to  urge  this 
point  in  sudi  measure  as  to  attract  the  attention 
of  the  public  officers  there,  whose  report  to  the 
Blecutive  will  immedt^ately  follow,  and  will  ac- 
count for  his  frequent  missions  to  that  place.  To 
return  as  rapidly  as  possible,  to  load  With  flour, 
and  proceed  without  delay  to  New  Orleans.  In 
the  route,  to  see  Newman,  and  to  enter  on  the 
subject  of  his  desertion;  to.inforni  him  of  the 
facts  which  have  transpired,  and  the  opinions 
preiralent;  to  urge  his  return,  as  the  request  of 
all  his  fri(^nds ;  to  assure  him  of  safetv,  and  of 
such  reward  as  he  may  demand  ;  also,  tnat  being 
pardoned  for  the  imputed  offence,  no  turther  pro- 
cess can  lay  against  him  for  the  same ;  that  the 
oath  which  he  was  suborned  to  take,  being  made 
while  in  duress,  is,  in  itself,  a  nullity,  and  cannot 
be  offered  in  crimination  of  him.  It  will  be 
necessary  that  h6  should  take  down  his  exami- 
nation, founded  upon  the  interrogations  furnished 
him,  and,  if  they  prove  material  to  the  crimina- 
tion of  Wayae  and  his  associates,  then  he  must 

•nibark  N n  under  a  fictitious  name  at  New 

Orleans,  for  Philadelphia ;  and,  having  arrived 
there,  must  lodge  him  in  some  retired  jMace,  and 
call  upon  me,  under  cover  of  night,  for  further 

advice ;  you  will  hear  of  me  at .    If  N — -n 

cannot  be  prevailed  upon  to  to  return  und^r  dis- 
positions favorable  to  my  views,  then,  let  his  dec- 
taratioD,  on  oath,  be  circumstantially  taken  to  all 
the  points  enumerated  in  the  interrogatories,  in 
the  presence  of  Dr.  Howers^  Colonel  muln,  Dan- 
iel Clarke,  or  auy  three  or  four^f  the  most  noto- 
rious, and  of  the  most  respectable  Americans  of 
the  mtchez  district;  let  these  gentlemen  certify 
to  two  copies,  and  to  the  original,  and  let  them 
be  transmitted  to  me  through  different  channels. 
P.  to  take  charge  of  the  original.  Mr:  P.  must 
lake  with  him  credentials  from  the  Government 
of  Louisiana,  acquitting  him  oC  any  political  oon- 
nexion  or  agency  injurious  or  hostile  to  the  in- 
terests of  the  United  States.  He  must  carry  to 
Philadelphia,  teatiiboiuala  of  his  family  and  char- 


acter, addressed  to  as  ncianjr  of  the  native  respee^^ 
able  merchants  ^f  that  city  as  possible ;  these 
may  be  readily  procured  from  New  Orleans  and 
the  Havana. 

It  is  indispensable  ^hat  P.  should  meet  me  ia 
Philadelphia ;  for  the  rest,  let  him  rely  on  my 
friendship  and  addresss.  To  collect  from  Brad- 
ford every  information  respecting  the  Pi|t&bur|p: 
insurrection  which  may  be  employed,  should  it 
be  found  necessary,  to  disgrace  certain  persons ; 
to  bear  no  paper  about  (him  which  carries  mf 
name  upon  it , 

Bmploy  the  •640,tx«6e  le  cargcUsaUy  to  pay  ez^ 
p^enses,  and  lay  in  a  cargo  of  best  flour,  pour  la 
vilUy  where  it  will  help  to, reimburse.  In  making 
your  settlement,  take  <2are  to  secure  me  the  $640 
advanced,  and  bring  them  with  you.  I  have 
urged)  peremptprily,  the  necessity  of  yo^r  pres- 
ence at  the^  metropolis.  Bring  tue  N— — ^u,  if, 
upon  examination,  you  find  his  presence  of  more 
cionsequence.  than  .his  deposition,  when  taken  as 
directed.  I  believe  he  was  caused  to  desert  by 
O'Hara;  probe  him  to  that  oc^at.  You  are  to 
bring  me  papers,  but  my  namd  is  not  to  be  writ- 
ten or  spoken.  You  must  do  the  needful  below  to 
expose  and  detect  past  treachery  or  indiscretion, 
and  to  prevent  either  in  future  I  have  referred 
particularly  on  this  head.  I  shall  expect  you  im- 
patiently. Should  I  continue  where  I  am,  (shall 
wish  you  near  me ;  if  I  cross  the  water,  you  are 
to  accompaay ;  bring  every  credential  of  family 
and  fortune,  to  repube  the  insinuations  of  — ^. 
Trust  something  to  my. address,  and  put  ^eiith  in 
my  honor  and  idTections  to  the  grave. 


No.  86v 


-Letter  firom  Thomas  Power  to  the  Baron  de 
Garondelet,  dated 

New  Orleans.  May  9, 1797. 

Enclosed  your  Excellency  will  receive  the  doc- 
uments relative  to  my  last  confidential  expedi- 
tion, made  by  your  Excellency's  order  in  the 
Ohio,  of  which  I  have  alreadjr  given  you  a  narra- 
tive as  well  verbal  as  in  writing.  The  remarks 
which  follow  will  ^erve  for  its  elucidation. 

I  left  New  Madrid  with  ten  oarsmen  and  a  pa- 
tron ;  the  provisions  which  were  delivered  to  the 
crew,  were  biscuits  for  a  month,  meat  for  a  mbnth^ 
rum  for  fifteen  days. 

To  disguise^  as  far  as  possible,  the  true  object 
of  the  expedition,  we  had  hired  the  people,  uadet 
the  same  conditions  as  are  common  in  commer- 
cial voyages,  so  that  the  monthly  ration^  allowed 
by  the  King  did  not  even  last  fifteen  days.  The 
reason  why  1  issued  to  theerew  two  extraordinary 
allowances  of  liquor  daily,  counting  from  the  day 
we  left  Red  Bank  until  our  arrival  at  the  falls  of 
Ohio,  was  to  encourage  them  to  row  with  vigor, 
that  Lieutenant  Steel,  whom  I  thought  in  pursuit 
of  nie,  might  not  again  take  me,  becatise,  had  I 
fallen  into  his  hands  a  second  time,  I  was  lost* 
As  respects  th^  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  for 
the  horse  whibh  I  bought  to  make  the  journey 
from  Frankfort  to  Cincinnati,  and  the  expanses 
which  accrued  on  this  journey,  they  were  indis- 
peaaahle  for  a  double  motive :  to  carry  my  eomp^ 
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plaint  agaiost  Steel,  for  havinjir  offered  sd  great 
911  insult  to  our  flagj  and  to  gi^e  advice  of  my  ar- 
rival to  the  American  General,  ^r.  James  Wil- 
kinson, that  he  might  take  the  necessarv  measures. 
I  have  to  add,  that  the  motive  which  has  induced 
me  to  dispose  of  the  merchandise  which  1  received 
of  I.  and  A.  Hunt,  In  exchange  for  the  coffee  and 
sugar,  was  to  give  credit  to  the  opinion  which  I 
myself  had  raised,  that  I  had  come  to  purchase 
horses  10  take, to  Natchez,  in  order  to  better  the 
breed  in  that  districts  Besides  this,  as  the  occur- 
rence with  Steel  ha<l  awakened  suspicions,  excited 
apprehensions,  and  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Western  country,  ail  had  their 
eyes  directed  on  me,  so  that  I  found  myself  obliged' 
to  do  something;  which  should  please  them,  that 
it  might  serve  me  as  a  safe  conqUct  to  quit  those 
parts,  which,  by  this  means,  I  happily  effected. 
The  mare,  of  which  the  statement  No.  1  makes 
mention,  was  lost  on  my  arrival^  at  New  Madrid, 
in  the  woods,  where  she  died  of  thirst,  the  excess 
sive  frosts  having  entirely  frozen  up  the  waterf. 
The  stud  horse  I  delivered  ongoing  down  to  Don 
Manud  Gayoso  de  Lemos,  but  he  returned  him 
to  me  a  short  time  since,  and  I  have  him  care- 
fully kept  until  your  Excellency  is  pleased  to 
make  some  dispositiou  respecting  him.  Of  the 
sum  of  $9,640,  which  I  was  to  deliver  to  Mr.  James 
Wilkinson,  I  have  only  delivered  him  nine  thou- 
sand, having  retained  the  $640  to  avoid  the  un- 
fbrtunate  resultwith  which  I  was  threatened,  and 
likewise  to  provide  what  was  necessary  for  the 
crew  during  the  voyage.  The  following  are  the 
^  documents  which  are  enclosed : 

No.  1.  The  account  sale  of  the  merchandise 
laden,  dbc. 

No.  2.  Account  of  expenses  for  the  crew.    ' 

No.  3.  Account  and  expenditure  of  the  $640. 

No.  4.  Statement  which  shows  in  what  manr 
ner  the  merchandise  has  been  made  use  of. 

No.  5.  Statement  which  shows  what  is  due  to 
me. 

No.  6.  Invoice  of  L  and  A.  Hunt.  '   . 

All  which  we>e  accompanied  with  the  ob^iga- 
tibn  of  Mr.  N.  Welch  for  $105,  and  the  two  re- 
ceipts of  Mr.  Boyd,  the  one  for  $466f  for  the  value 
of  a  horse,  the  other  for  $200,  for  the  value  of  a 
mare.  Tne  baltince  which  appears  in  my  favor, 
according  to  the  statement  Nos.  3  and  4,  as  well 
as  the  account  of  ray  monthly  pay  for  fourteen 
months.  I  beg  vour  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
direct  that  it  should  be  remitted  to  me,  or  deliv- 
ered to  Mr.  Philip  Nolan,  to  whom  I  have  given 
advice  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  James  Wilkinson,  in  the  instructions  which* 
he  has  given  me,  directs  that  1  should  present  to 
your  Excellency  the  account  of  the  expenses^to 
which  the  $640  have  been  applied,  (and  I  have 
done  so  in  the  statement  No.  3,)  that  he  may  be 
reimbursed  said  amount.  The  instruction  says, 
*'  in  making  your  settlement  take  citre  to  sectire 
me  the  six  hundred  and  forty  dollars  advanced, 
and  bring  them  with  you.^'  Although  he  charged 
me  to  take  them  to  him  in  the  United  States,  I 
amof  opinion  that  no  one  is  better  suited  to  remit 
them  than  Mr.  Philip  Nolan,  as  your  Excellency 


has  now  resolved  that  I  should  remain  in  this 
province ;  yqur  Excellency  will  please  to  su^r 
me  to  assure  you  that  in  every  particular,!  have 
acted  with  prudence,  with  honor,  and  the  disio- 
terestness  of  an  hones;  man,  as  well  as  with  the 
zeal  and  fidelity  which  the  King's  service  re- 
quires, and  with  the  vigilance  and  activity  which 
the  arauous  enterprise  fwas  engaged  in  demanded. 
1  deserve  nothing,  and  expect  nothing,  for  having 
fulfilled  the  obligations  of  a  good  subject  to  His 
Majesty,  unless  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased 
to  procure  m^  opportunities  of  displaying  the  in- 
clination I  feel  o^  sacrificing  myself  for  the  pto§- 
perity  of  my  country  and  glory  of  my  Sovereign. 
God  preserve  your  Excellency  many  years. 
THOMAS  POWPR. 

No.  d7.^-Answer  to  the  foregoing. 

New  0Ri.EAN9,  May  23, 1797. 

There  remains  in  my  hands  six  documents  rel- 
ative to  the  account  or  the  last  expedition  which 
you  made  in  the  Ohio,  and  which  you  enclosed 
me  in  your  official  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  and 
they  are  as  follows: 

No.  1.  Account  sales  of  the  effects  laden  at  New- 
Madrid. 

No.  2.  Another,  of  the  expenses  of  the  crew. 

No.  3.  Accountof  the  expendit«re6f  the$640. 

No.  4.  Statement  which  shows  how  the  mer- 
chandise has  been  employed. 

.  No.  5.  Statement  which  shows  the  balances 
due  to  you ;  and 

No.  p.  Original  invoice  of  I.  and  A.  Hant. 

On  account  of  it  there  will  be  delivered  to  yon 
$1,000,  that  you  may  make  preparations  for  your 
journey,  in  the  new  commission  which  I  entrust 
to  your  care. 

It  is  necessary  to  see  how  you  can  get  rid  of 
the  horse,  with  the  least  possible  loss,  as  well  as 
to  recover  the  debt  of  Nicholas  Welsh,  or  have  it 
recovered,  for  which  purpose  I  enclose  yon  his 
obligation  ;  gQct  likewise  the  proceeds  of  the  mer- 
chandise, which,  to  the  amount  of  $353,  you  de- 
livered to  Don  Pedro  Derbigny,  in  order  to  give 
an  accpunt  to  the  Court  without  tliese  balances, 
which  caused  trouble,  and  appear  speculations, 
when  they  are  no  more  than  the  effect  of  neces- 
sity, and  the  difficulty  which  these  commissions 
cause,  in  places  where  there  are  no  resourcesj 
tvhen  you  have  to  deceive  the  vigilance  of  spies. 

As  you  finish  these  matters,ana  as  soon  ns  your 
present  commission  is  fulfilled,  you  will  gire  me 
advice.    .  • 

.     DE  CARO^DELET. 

To  Mr.  Thomas  Power. 


We- whose  names  are  hereunto  subscribed,  do 
severally  swear  and  declare,  that  we  were  well 
acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of  the  Baroa 
de  Carondeletj  late  Oovernor  General  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Louisiana,  and  that  we  have  no  doubt 
that  the  iietters  hereunto  annexed,  dated  severally 
the  83d  of  April,  1797,  and  26th  of  May,  1797,  are 
in  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  Said  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  as  also  the  signaCare  to  the  same. 
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And  we  do  also  declare  in  like  manner,  that  we 
are  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of  Don 
Andres  Armesta,  late  Secretary  of  the  Govern- 
mentj  and  that  the  letter  hereunto  annexed,  dated 
28th  May,  1797, lain  the  handwriting  of  the  said 
Don  Andres,  and  the  signature  thereunto  affixed 
is  in  the  proper  handwriting  of  the  said  Baron 
de  Carondelet. 

P.  PEDBSCLAUX,  iVo<.  Pti^. 

S  DB  dUINONES,  N.  P.     > 

N.  BROUTIN,  N.  P. 

J.J.BLACHE, 

a  DUBUYS. 
Signed  in  my  presence,  by  Pierre  Pedesclaux^ 
Stephen  de  duinones,  Narcissus  Broutin,  J.  J. 
Blache,  and  Q.  Dubuys,  and  duly  sworn  before 
me,  this  17th  March.  1809. 

BLIPHALET  FITCH, 
Notary  Public  ^md  J,  P, 

NoTis. 

.  New  Orleans,  Afay  26, 1797. 
I  haye  received,  sir,  your  letters  of  the  dth,  of 
the  7th,  12th,  13th,  and  10th  of  ^^y,  and  1  briefly 
answer  them  in  fulfilling  your  wishes,  because  I 
entrust  to  you  a  commission  of  the  greatest  con- 
sequence^ which  does  not  coinpromit  you  in  any 
mtnofer,  it  being,  however,  well  understovd  that 
you  carry  with  you  90  paper  which  may  make 
mention  of  it,  as  It  procures  you  a  sum  of  money, 
which  you  state  to  me  you  are  in  need  of;  in  finej 
it  rendeis  you  independent,  and  procures  me  the 
opportunity  of  recommending  you  to  the  Minis- 
ter of  State.  No  one  will  be  informed  of  it,  not 
even  the  Intendant;  there  will  be  none  but  Don 
Andres  and  myself  who  will  be  acquainted  with 
the  true  motive. 

General  Wilkinson  having  informed  the  Com- 
mandant at  New  Madrid  that  he  is  getting  ready 
a  deuchment  of  the  Army,  which  he  has  at  his 
orders,  to  take  possession  of  the  forts  of  Natchez, 
and  Walnut  Hills,  in  conformitv  to  the  second 
article  of  the  treaty  of  friendship,  limits,  and 
naviffatioo,  coocluded  with  Spain,  hoping  that 
it  will  be  faithfullv  observed;  and  it  having  ap- 
p^red  proper  to  him  to  give  this  advice,  io  order 
to  prevent  any  misapprehension  of  the  motives 
which  direct  this  movement  of  their  trqops,  d^. 
it  is  very  nataral  that  I  should  answer  him  that, 
ia  the  firet  placp  some  doubts  have  arisen  respect- 
ing the  manner  in  which  the  posts  are  to  be  with- 
drawn on  the  part  of  Spain ;  that  is  to  say,  if 
they  ought  to  be  delivered  with  their  fortificau'ons 
and  edifices,  as  the  United  States  understand  it, 
or  simply  evacuated,  razed,  and  abandoned,  as  I 

.  comprehend  it,  avoiding  in  this  way  tocomproroit 
us  with  the  nations  who  have  ceded  to  us  tne  ter- 
ritories of  the  Blufis,  Walnut  Hills,  and  Confed- 
eration, under  the  express  condition  that  weshould 
build  forts  there,  to  prevent  their  lands  being  taken 
from  them.  1  had  resolved,  in  regard  to  this  point, 
to  await  the  decision  of  the  Court,  or  the  Minister 
Plenipotentiary  near  the  United  Slates,  as  well 

as  theirs ;  but  being  informed  shortly  afterwards 
that  the  above  mentioaed  Minister  had  informed 


the  President  that  an  Bn^lish  expedition  had  left 
Montreal  with  the  intention  of  attacking  the  Illi- 
nois, had  wintered  on  the  lakes,  and  was  to  tra- 
verse the  territory  of  the  Umted  States,  ia  order 
to  attack  Upper  Louisiana,  and  had  demanded 
that,  in  virtue  of  the  last  treaty^  the  said  States 
should  oppose,  by  efficacious  means,  this  viola- 
tiop  of  their  territory,  I  then  determined  to  retain 
the  forts  of  Natchez  and  Walnut  Hills,  to  place 
Lower  Louisiana  in  safety,  until  the  most  effica- 
cious measures,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
shall  put  it  in  satety  from  this  danger,  and  lintil 
a  sufficient  corps  of  troops,  commanded  by  an 
officer  of  superior. rank,  should  present  himself 
to  take  possts&ion  of  Natchez,  maintain  good  or- 
der there,  and  restrain  the  robberi^  and  difficul- 
ties with  the  Indians^  conformable  to  the  fifth  ar- 
ticle pf  the  treaty  cited  by  the  said  General;  that, 
in  consequence,  I  am.  ready  to  evacuate  the  posts 
of  Natchez  and  Walnut  Hills,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  detachment  which  he  announces  by  his  letter, 
dated  from  Fort  Washington,  as  soon  as  ever  the 
Congress  have  agreed  with  the  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary of  His  Majesty  on  the  way  in  which  the 
said  evacuation  is  to  take  place  ^  but  until  this 
decisiDo  is  made,  I  request  he  will  suspend  the 
march  of  the  said  detachment,  whose  presence 
could  not  fail  to  disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the 
province,  and  pierhaps  the  good  intelligence  which 
I  wish  to  maintain  between  the  subjects  of  the 
two  Powers.    You  will  be  the  bearer  of  this  let- 
ter, and  if  vou  believe  you  can  prevent  the  Amer- 
ican detachment  from  descending  the  Hver,  you 
will  deliver  a  duplicate  of  it  to  the  comdaandant, 
requesting  him  to  wait  new  orders  from  his  general. 
'The  second  object  of  your  commission,  which 
no  one  must  penetrate,  and  which^for  this  reason 
you  must  retain  in  your  memory,  is  to  sound  and 
examine  the  dispositions  ^of  the  people  of  the 
Western  States,  whose  militia  it  is  reported  to 
me  has  received  orders  to  be  ready  to  march  on 
the  first  advice;  and'in  case  that  should  be  true, 
you  will  inform  the  Commandant  of  New  Ma- 
drid of  it  by  the  first  opportunity  you  find.    But 
in  order  not  to  render  yourself  suspepted^  you 
will  content  yourself  with  putting  the  date  of 
your  letter  at  bottom,  and  will  only  treat  of  in- 
difierent   subjects.    If  hostile  preparations    are 
making,  you  will  put  bdbre  your  signature  a 
strode -{une  barre)  like. that  whien  freemasons  use, 
and  which  you  aee  at  the  bottom  of  this  letter; 
the  number  of  dots  above  will  designate  that  of  a 
thousand  men,  and  that  below  the  hundreds,  of 
which  this  expedition  is  to  be  composed ;  you  will 
point  out  the  number  of  pieces  of  artillery,  by  a 
number  of  ppints  placed  in  your  flourish  (parafe)^ 
according  to  your  custom,  the  points  on  the  left  sig- 
nifying tens,  and  those  on  the  right  units.    This 
letter  will  be  immediately  sent  me  by  the  Com- 
mandant of  New  Madrid,  in  consequence  of  the  or- 
ders I  shall  give  him^   You  may  even  mention  it  to 
him  in  yoars,  saying  simply  sayibg  that  it  is  pro- 
per I  should  be  informed,  without  delay,  of  your 
arrival,  on  the  Ohio,  and  that  he  ahould  send  me 
your  letter  by  express.    On  your  (ourney  you 
will  give  to  understaad  adroitly  to  those  persona 
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to  whom  you  will  bare  ao  o{>portaQity  of  speak- 
ing, that  th^  delifery  of  the  posts,  which  the 
Spaniards  occupy  on  the  Mississippi,  to  the  troops 
or  the  United  States,  is  directly  opposed  to  the 
interests  of  those  of  the  West,  who,  as  they  must 
one  day  separate  from  the  Atlantic  States,  would 
find  themselves  without  any  communiication  from 
Lower  Louisiana,  from  whence  they  ought  to  ex- 
pect to  receive  powerful  succors  in  artillery,  arolB. 
ammunition,  and  monev,  either  publicly  or  ae^ 
eretly,  as  soon  as  e?er  the  Western  States^  shall 
determine  on  a  separation,  which  must  insure  their 
prosperity  and  their  independence ;  that  for  this 
same  reason  Congress  is  resolved  on  risking  evervo 
thing  to  take  thes^  posts  from  Spain :  that  it  would 
be  forging  fetters  for  themselves  to  turnish  it  with 
militia  and  means  which  it  can  only  find  in  the 
Western  Stater.  Thd  ^ame  reasons,  diffused 
abroad  by  means  of  the  public  Pfpers,  might 
make  the  strongest  impression  on  the  people,  and 
induce  them  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  the  Atlantic 
States;  but  at  the  very  least,  if  we  are  able  to 
dissuade  them  from  takii>g  part  in  this  expedition, 
I  doubt  whether  the  States  could  give  law  to  us 
with  such  troops  alone  as  thev  have  now  on  fooL 

If  a  hundred  thousand  dollars  distributed  in 
Kentucky  coutd  cause  it  to  rise  in  insurrection, 
I  am  very  certain  that  the  Midister,  in  the  pres- 
ent circumstances,  would  sacrifice  them-  with 
pleasure ;  and  you  may,  without  exposing  your^ 
self  loo  much,  promise  themlo  those  who  enjoy 
the  confidence  of  the  people,  with  another  equal 
sum  to  arm  them,  in  case  of  necessity,  and  twentf 
pieces  of  field  artiilerj. 

You  will  arrive  without  danger,  as  bearer  of  a 
despatch  for  the  General,  where  the  army  may 
be,  whose  force,  discipline,  and  dispoditioos,  you 
will  examine  with  care;  and  you  will  endeavor 
to  discover,  with  ydur  ttatural  penetration,  the 
Gkneral's  dispositions.  I  doubt  that  a  persoh  of 
fais  character  would  prefer,  through  vanity,  the 
advantage  of  commanding  the  army  of  the  Atlan- 
tic States,  to  that  ofbeing  the  founder,  the  liber- 
ator—iu  fine,  the  Washington  of  the  Western 
States.  His  part  is^fts  brilliant  as  it  is  easy ;  all 
eyes  are  drawn  towards  him;  he  possesses  the 
confidence  of  his  fellow-citisens,  and  of  the  Ken- 
tucky volunteers;  at  the  slightest  movement  the 
people  will  name  him  the  General  of  the  New 
Republic;  his  reputation  will  raise -an  army  for 
him,  and  Spain,  as  well  as  Franbe,  will  fqrnish 
him  the  me^ns  of  paying  it.  On  taking  Fort  Nfas- 
sac,  we  will  send  him  instantly  arms  and  artil- 
lery ;  and  Spain,  limiting  herself  to  the  posses- 
sion of  the  forts  of  Natchez  and  Walnut  Hills,  as 
far  as  Fort  Confederation,  will  cede  to  the  West- 
ern States  all  the  eastern  bank  to  the  Ohio,  which 
will  form  a  rery  extensive  and  powerful  Republic, 
connected  by  its  situation,  and  b^  its  interest  with 
Spain,  which,  in  concert  with  it,  will  force  the 
savages  to  become  a  party  to  it,  and  to  confound 
themselves  in  time  with  its  citizens.  I'he  public 
is  discontented  with  the  nc;w  taxes ;  Spain  and 
France  are  enraged  at  the  connexions  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with  England :  the  army  is  weak,  and 
devoted  to  Wilkinson;  the  tbreaU  of  Congress 


authorize  me  to  succor  on  the  spot,  and  openly, 
the  Western  States  ;  money  will  not  then  be 
wanting  to  me,  for  I  shall  send  without  delay  a 
ship  to  Vera  Cruz  in  search  of  it,  as  well  as  of 
ammunition;  nothing  more  will  consequeotlybe 
required  but  an  instant  of  firmness  and  resolutiot 
to  make  the  people  of  the  West  perfectly  bappy. 
If  they  suffer  this  instant  to  escape  thein,aDd  that 
we  should  be  forced  to  deliver  up  the  posts,  Ken- 
tucky and  TenoesseCj  surrounded  by  the  said  potts, 
and  without  communication  with  Lower  Louis- 
iana, will  ever  remain  under  the  oppression  of  the 
Atlantic  States. 

If  3F0U  represent  forcibly  these  reasons  to  Wil- 
kinson^ Sebastian,  La  Cassagoe,  dbc.,  and  if  yoa 
diffuse  these  notions  among  the  people,  gaining 
by  promises  which  shall  be  faithfully  realized  the 
best  writers,  as  Breckenri^e  and  others,  you  will 
be  abk  to  effect  the  most  fortunate  and  the  most 
glorious  commotion ;  you  will  corer  yourself  with 
glory,  and  you  may  expect  the  most  brilliant  for- 
tune. If^  on  the  contrary,  you  should  fail  in  this 
commission,  it  v^ill  not  deprive  me  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  obtaining  for  you.  from  th%  Minister,  aa 
appointment;  which  will  render  you  indepeodeat 
of  hatred  and  jealousy. 

Yofl  must  set  off  without  delay,  and  by  land, 

foing  straight  to  Cumberland,  as  well  to  avaid 
'ort  Massac  as  to  endearor  to  fall  in  with  Ike 
American  detachment,  and  persuade  it  to  wait  the 
answer  or  n^w  orders  from  General  Wilkinson; 
for,  if  it  ai^rives  at  Natchez,  there  is  every  reasoa 
to  believe  that  we  may  come  to  blows,  not  beiog 
of  A  humor  taput  up  with  insults  The  intend 
ant  sends  an  order  to  pay  you  91)^^* . 

If  you  could  persuade  the  CommiBsioner  (Mr. 
Andrew  Ellicott)  to  descend  to  the  capiul,  I  skooJd 
with  the  greatest  pleasure  form  an  ac^imiiaaee 
with  him ;  and  by  showing  him,  without  disguise, 
the  copy  of  the  orders  which  I  have  sent  to  Mf. 
Gayoso,  since  his  arrival  at  Natchez,  he  will  per- 
ceive that  my  conduct  towards  the  United  States 
is  frank,  founded  on  prudence  and  good  faith,  and 
void  of  the  idea  of  breaking  or  failing  in  the  arti* 
cles  of  the  treaty ;  that,  in  fine,  the  unaccounta- 
ble part  of  the  conduct  of  the  Gorernor  of  Nat- 
chez only  proceeds  from  the  altemtiona  which  he 
has  made,  of  his  own  accord, .in  my  arraajgementa. 
Lastly,  you  may  assure  Mr.  Andrew  fiUieott  that 
r.am  persuaded,  that  in  a  month  or  two,  all  the 
diffictuties  will  be  seltted  by  Congress^  and  by  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  His  Majesty,  (Doa 
Carlos  Martinez  de  Yrujo,)  and  thatconseqtientlf 
he  wdvld  -do  very  ill  to  Withdraw.  On  the  coa- 
trary,  he  may  come  down  conveniently  in  mf 
barge  with  Mr^  Guillemard,  who  is  desirous  elf 
spending  a.  month  or  two  here,  while  we  are  wait*, 
ing  the  answer  of.  Congress.  Mr.  Ferrezola  hat 
al^  orders  to  come  to  town. 

I  informed  Mr.  Gayoso  that  you  are  the  bearer 
of  the  answer  to  the  letter  which  General  Wil- 
kinson has  written  to  the  commandant  of  New 
Madrid,  and  that  I  have  given  directions  to  pay 
you  a  thousand  dollars  on  account  Qf-%yoar  last 
lourney,  and  that  you  are  about  to  undertake. 
This  suffices.    The  field  which  is  opened  im  brU- 
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liaDt  enough,  but  as  much  prudence  as  capacity 
18  required,  in  order  to  succeed. 

I  ha?e.the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  con- 
sideration, sir,  your  very  Iiumble  and  ol)edient 
servant,  DB  CARONDELET. 

Mr.  Tbomas  Power. 


Np.  40. 


Natchez,  June  4, 1797. 
I  received  yesterday  the  letter  of  th«  26th  May, 
^which  you  have  done  me  the  honor  to  write  me, 
and  which  the  preparations  for  my  journey  do 
not  permit  me  to  answer  but  very  briefly.  I  have 
receixed  of  Mr.  Gayoso  the  despatch  of  Gfenerai 
Wilkinson,  together  with  the  copy,  in  order  to 
make  use  of  it  as  circumstances  may  require. 
With  respect  to  the  second  object  of  my  expedi- 
tion, (which  is  the  most  interesting,  as  nothing 
can  coincide  better  wiXh  my  inciination,yyocr  mar 
depend  that  I  will  acquit  myself  of  it  with  all  the 
fidelity  and  zeal  which  you  know  me  to  possess, 
and  with  that  good  understanding,  resdltiog  from 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  place  and  persons 
with  which  we  are  concerned.  To  avoid  Uie  fK)s- 
sibilitvof  a  mistake  in  the  communication  which 
I  shall  have  to. make  to  the  commander  of  New 
Madrid,  I  will  explain  what  I  mean  to  give  you 
to  understand  by  my  signature.  This  bar,  with 
the  dots  — .  '.  ':  '.  '.  .  before  the  signature,  sig- 
Bifies  4,600  men.  .  .  .  •  |  ^  ....  In  the 
flourish,  the  dots  to  the  left  of  the  small  stroke  are 
tens,  and  of  the  right  are  units }  so  that  they  mean 
thirty-five  pieces  of  artillery.  The  date  at  the 
bottom  of  my  letter  will  simply  si|^iiify  that  the 
militia  are  on  foot,  and  ready  to  march.  The  re- 
marks which  your  letter  contains, are  well  adapted 
to  cause  the  strongest  sensations  in  Kentucky — 
as  much  on  the  people  as  on  General  Wilkinson. 
and  other  distinguished  characters ;  and  I  will 
not  fail  to  represent  them  in  ihkX  point  of  view 
which  is  the  most  striking,  and  I  will  strengthen 
them  with  those  which  the  study  I  have  made  of 
their  interests  and  the  ardor  with  which  I  desire 
to  see  their  decision  may  suggest.  However,  I 
will  use  wisdom  and  prudence  in  my  measures, 
not  to  compromise  myself;  and  all  imaginable 
precautions  will  be  necessary,  on  my  part,  in  order 
not  to  let  slip  anything  which  may  give  light  to 
my  design ;  fbr^  whenever  they^  see  me  enter  their 
territory,  their  mistrust  and  tneir  jealousy  causes 
them  to  suspect  that  I  have  secret  objects  in  view. 
I  will  tell  Wilkinson  that  the  difficulty  and  the 
danger  of  carrying  money  by  land  haveprevented 
you  from  sending  the  640  piastres.  The  ambi- 
tion and  politics  of  this  General  are  a  certain  war- 
rant to  me  that  he  will  support  our  plans  fwhich 
have  always  been  his)  with  t\\  his  influence. 
And  we  may  rely  upon  Nicholas,  Sebastian,  Innes, 
Murray, and  Clarke,  in  a  word,  on  all  those  who 
are  attached  to  Wilkinson,  and  also  those  who 
were  to  compose  the  army  of  Clarke.  The  prin- 
cipal characters  of  the  place  are  united  to  us  hj 
ambition  and  interest;  and  an  excessive  Galli- 
cism and  a  love  of  change  answer  for  the  support 


of  the  people,  who  will  willingly  submit  to  your 
project.  If  I  ^i ve  credit  to  my  presentiment,  our 
success  is  infallible.  There  are  so  many  power- 
ful motives  which  should  lead  the  Western  States 
to  take  this  step,  that  we  should  be  permitted  to 
believe  that  they  had  lost  their  senses  if  they  flinch. 
As  to  myself,  I  will  spare  neither  pains  nor  labor 
for  the  success  of  this  important  revolution.  And 
I  have  to  request  of  you,  th^t  you  will  deign  to 
accept  of  my  most  sincere  actcnowledgment,  as 
well  for  having  launched  me  out  in  a  career  so 
glorious  and  so  brilliant,  as  for  protecting  me  from 
jealousy  and  hatreds  I  haveseen  Ellicott :  I  told 
him  what  you  communicated  to  me  about  him, 
and  he  was  very  well  satisGed  with  it.  He  spoke 
of  you  in  the  most  flattering  terms,  and  requested 
me  to  present  you  his  best  respects,  and  to  assure 
you,  that,  however  afBsiirs  may  turn  out,  he  will 
not  leave. the  province  without  seeing  you.  The 
1,000  piastres  have  been  delivered  to  me,  and  I 
only  wait  a  horse  to.  set  ofi*.  Do  not  cease  to  trust 
in  my  zeal,  vigilance,  and  courage. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  with  most  profound  re- 
spect, and  most  sincere  acknowledgment,  sir,  dbc. 
,  :,  •,  '.  ■,  ,       THOS.  POWER. 

Mons.  De  Cabonpelet. 


(  ,  No.  42. 
General  Wilkkison  to  Mr.  Power. 
HBADauARTBRS,  DETROIT,  Sept.  5, 1797. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  last  moment  received  your  let- 
ter of  the  day,  which  occasions  me  much  surprise. 

At  our  first  interview,  the  night  before  last,  I 
expressed  to  you  the  necessity  of  your  speedy  re- 
turn, by  the  shortest  route,  to  the  Baron  de  Ca- 
rondclet,  with  the  answer  to  the  letter  which  you 
bore  me  from  him.  You  offered  ho  objection  to 
this  proposition,  except  the  incapacity  of  your 
horsey  forthejournev,  which  I  immediately  agreed 
to  remove  by  furnishing  others. 

Yotf  at  the  same  time  complained  to  me  of  vio- 
lence and  outrage  which  you  had  experienced  on 
your  journey  to  this  place — being  at  one  time 
stopped,  and  at  another  time  pursued,  seized,  and 
examined  in  every  particular  of  person,  baggage, 
and  papers.  It  seems  a  little  singular  that  Vou 
should  incline  to  retrace  a  route  in  which  you  had 
suffered  such  abuse,  when  a  secure  and  conveni- 
ent one  is  proposed  to  yon. 

As  no  man  can  more  highly  appreciate  the 
rights  of  treaties  and  of  individuals  than  myself, 
and  as  f  am  well  apprized  of  the  obligations  sub- 
sisting between  the  United  States  and  His  Cath- 
olic Majesty,  I  am  among  the  last  men  on  earth 
who  would  wantonlv  or  capriciously  question  the 
compacted  rights  of  the  two  sovereignties,  their 
citizens  or  subjects. 

But,  as  you  hiive  approached  v^e  iP  a  public 
character. and  on  national  business,  which  requires 
my  speedy  answer  to  the  letter  of  the  Governor 
of  Louisiana,  whose  messenger  you  are,  I  cannot 
cpnsider  you  so  far  a  free  agent  as  to  elect  the 
time  or  route  for  your  return ;  but  that  you  stand 
bound  by  motives  of  political  import,  as  well  to 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2335 


APPENDIX. 


2336 


Brigadier  General  James  Wilkin»<m, 


Spain  as  to  (he  Uaited  States,  to  consummate  the 
objects  of  your  mission  with  all  possible  prompii- 
itude;  and,  of  consequence,  ibat  all  objects  of  a 
private  or  personal  nature  must  yield  to  ihe  obli- 
gations of  public  duly. 

I  therefore,  sir;  cannot  recede  from  my  purpose, 
and  will  hope  you  may  be  prepared  to  take  your 
departure  early  to-morrow  morning,  in  the  com- 
pany of  Captain  Shaumburg,  who  will  be  in- 
structed to  attend  you  to  New  Madrid,  and  who 
will  receive  and  forward  any  tetter  you  may  wish 
to  send  to  the  falls  of  Ohio,  from  the  most  conve- 
nient point  of  your  route. 

With,  due  consideration,  I  am,  sir,  yoiir  most 
obedient  servant,  JAS.  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  Thomas  Power. 

No.  43. 

On  the  3d  of  June  last,  I  received  the  Baron  de 
Carondelet^s  letter^  dated  28th  of  the  preceding 
month,  accompanied  by  the  instructions  there 
announced,  of  which  I  enclose  copies  Nos.  1  and 
2.  In  consequence  of  the  orders  and  intention 
which  his  Excellency  ha?  deemed  proper  to  ad- 
vise me  of  in  them,  I  took  the  necessary  steps  for 
the  journey,  and  set  out  on  the  8th  of  the  same 
month.  Having  lost  my  horses  the  day  I  set  out 
from  bayou  Pierre,  and  by  other  unforeseen  and 
unavoidable  accidents,  my  arrival  at  Nashville 
(capital  of  Cumberland)  was  reurded  until  the 
5ih  of  July,  where  I  was  compelled  to  remain 
some  days,  as  well  to  execute  with  exactness  my 
private  instructions,  carefully  tq  examine  the  dis- 
positions of  its  inhabitants,  with  respect  to  the 
difference  then  existing  between  the  United 
States  and  us,  and  to  ascertain,  deBnitively,  the 
part  which  they  intend  to  take  in  the  present 
crisis,  as  also  to  lesisen  the  difficulties  which 'were 
rising,  to  provide  against  doubts,  and  avoid  the 
dangers  which  would  not  fail  to  result  from  the 
rumors  spread  among  the  public  as  to  the  true 
object  of  my  journey.  The  magistrate,  Mr.  J. 
Gordon,  detained  me  some  days. 

Having  done  away  and  overcome  th^se  diffi- 
culties, I  pursued  noiy  journey  to  Louisville,  where 
I  had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Benjamin  Sebastian, 
to  whom,  as  the  above  letter  mentions.  I  commu- 
nicated the  apparent  motive,  and  likewise  the 
true  cause  of  my  mission.  Besides,  the  proposi- 
tions expressed  in  my  instructions,  not  to  lose  the 
fruit  of  my  journey,  I  found  myself  compelled  to 
add  the  following,  since,  without  the  first,  I  per- 
ceived that  neither  he  nor  the  other  persons  in- 
terested in  this  important  undertaking  would 
have  taken  the  necessary  measures  for  the  happy 
issue  of  it.  In  the  first  place,  I  have  ag.reed,  that 
whenever  one  of  those  who  favored  the  fomenta- 
tion of  the  projects  of  the  Barop  should,  by  this 
means,  lose  his  office,  he  shall  receive  from  the 
King  an  indemnification,  with  the  emoluments 
which  he  enjoyed. 

2J.  That  the  boundary  line  on  the  north,  be- 
tween the  territory  of  His  Majesty  and  that  of 
the  new  States  of  the  east,  must  begin  at  the 
mouth  of  the  ftrer  Yazoo,  and  extend  in  thai 


direction  as  far  as  the  Tombigbee;  that  the  last 
strong  post  or  Spanish  settlement  on  said  river 
be  six  miles  within  His  Majesty's  territories. 

3d.  That  the  place  called  St.  Fernando  de  las 
Barrancas,  with  all  the  land  granted  to  Spain  by 
the  Chicacha  nation,  in  the  treaty  made  with  her 
by  Mr.  M.  G.  de  Lemos,  mast  remain  io  His 
Majesty's  possession. 

4ih.  That  the  King  is  not  to  interfere,  neither 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  the  formation  of  the 
government  or  laws  which  thejr  may  think  proper 
to  establish. 

Consequent. to  these  objects,  we  resolved  chat 
he  should  make  them  known  to  Messrs.  Nicholas, 
Innes,  Todd,  and  other  persons  in  whom  he  con- 
fided, who  were  zealous  for  the  jmproTement, 
prosperity,  and  independence  of  Kentucky,  dbe^ 
absolutely  reftising  to  sp^ak  x6  Murray  or  Breck- 
enridge  on  the  subject,  as  he  mistrusted  both. 
The  first  is  given  to  drink,  infidelity^and  perfidy; 
the  other  is  notorioos  to  hold  conferences  with 
them,  directed  towards  verifying  the  desires  of 
the  Baron,  and  concert  measures  to  that  effect 
In  the,  mean  time,  {  should  continue  my  joumer 
^.o  Detroit,  where  General  Wilkinson  was,  as  well 
to  deliver  him  the  Baron's  letter,  as  to  conceal 
the  object  of  my  mission,  and  avoid  what  was 
plotting  against  me  at  Louisville,  whose  inhabi- 
tants were  very  mntinous  at  my  arrival  in  the 
country,  and  were  openly  threatening  me.  We 
agreed,  also,  that  on  my  return  I  should  pass 
througo  Greenville.  Cincinnati,  Newport,  George- 
town, Lexington,  Frankfort,  dbc.,  to  see  the  gen- 
tlemen above-mentioned,  and  inform  myself  thor- 
oughly of  the  result  of  their  conferences;  and 
that  be,  (Sebastian,)  with  another,  appojnied 
persqn,  should  accompany  me  as  far  as  New  Or- 
leans. Notwithstanding,  Don  B.  Sebasdan  h 
persuaded  that,  for  the  present,  all  the  means  and 
endeavofs  used  to  stimulate  the  inhabitants  in  the 
Eastern  States  to  separate  themselves  from  the 
Confederation  will  be  uselew^  still  he  will  not 
fail  to  exert  his  utmost  to  obtain  what  we  so  anx- 
iously desire. 

To  return  to  mvjoamey.  I  sat  out  from  Louis- 
ville the of  July,  to  arrive  at  Detroit  as  sooa 

a«  |)Qssible,  and  the  following  day  I  met  with  the 

accident  manifested  in  the  documentK  No. . 

Note,  that  on  the  16th  of  Jul^,  I  wrote  to  Captain 
Isaac  Guy  on,  forwarding  him  the  copy  of  the 
Baron  de  Carondelet's  letter  to  General  James 
Wilkinson;  I  enclosed  a  copy  of  mine  to  said 
Captain  Quyon,  No.  — r.  Nothing'  new  pre- 
sented itself  in  the  course  of  my  jonrney,  and  I 
arrived  in  the  neighborhood  of  Detroit  on  the 
I6(h  of  August.  I  was  informed  that  General 
Wilkinson  had  set  out  for  Michilimackinac;  in 
consequence  of  which  I  did  not  enter  the  post 
until  the  24ih^  which  was  the  day  they  expected 
him,  but  he  did  i)ot  return  before  the  3d  or  4th  of 
September.  Before  he  arrived,  as  soon  as  he 
knew  that  I  was  there,  he  ordered  me  to  remain 
arrested  in  the  quarters  of  the  oflicers.  On  the 
6th  he  delivered  me  his  answer  to  the  Governor's 
letter,  obligin|r  me  (contra  jus  gentium)  to  return 
to  New  Madrid,  by  Wabash,  under  a  guard,  corn- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2»»7 


APKENBIX. 

Brigadier  GenereU  JdmeM  WUkkhmm.. 


2338 


iDftMled  by  GaptMd  Barrtholomew  Slm«mbDr£', 
as  is  proved,  not  x>iily  hjmf  correspondence  with 
him  on  the  subject,  which  is  copied*  in  No.— *^ 
No.  — — ^  an#  No.  — ^,  but  also  by  the  anneled 
declaration  of  SbanoiburKy  No, .  On  my  ar- 
rival at  Post  Yineennesy  I  dispalohed  an  express 
to  Louisville,'  with  a  letter  for  Benjaimn  Sebas^ 
tiaa^  a  copy  of  ^hich  goes  enclosed,  No.  -— n-r 
advising  him  6f  what  bad  oecorred,  and  inform- 
ing hiip  miiMiteijr  of  the  motives  vmeh  prevented 
me  from  complyiDg  with  my  piHjmise -given  him. 
On  t^  10th  of  October  we  «rrived  at  tfew  Ma- 
drid, without  any  particular  oe^itcente«  I  re- 
mained in  that  joitkoe  &Ueea  davs,  wuiting  (or 
Mr.  Sebastian.  Finally,  seeing,  thai  he  did  not 
come,  and  not  hearing  mm  .htm,  I  departed  on 
the  24th  of  October,  but  by  low  tides^bad  weather, 
and  winds  from  the  southward,  I  did  not  arrive 
at  this  capital  before  th«  dOth  of  last  month. 
Capuin  Shaumbotg;  by  order  of  Qenera!  Wil- 
kinson, and  on  account  of  the  United  St|ites,  de- 
frayed all  tke  ex(»enses  of  oqr  voyage  from  De- 
troit to  New^Madrid*  Buc  let  ub  return  to  the 
object  of  mymission* 

General  Wiliunson  received  me  very  coolly. 
During  the  firsr  cdnftBrenee  I  had  with  hini,  h^ 
told  m«  very  bitterly,  <^  we  ace  both  lost,  without 
being  »hle  .to  derive  any  ad^autsf^  Srom  your 
joaraey,"  aiMi  asked  me  afterwards  if  I  had 
brought  him  the  #640$  he<«dded.  that  the  Exec* 
utirehad  given  orders'  to  the  QoT4»or  of  the 
Northwest  Territorv  to  talEe  and  send  me -to 
PhiUdelphia;  that  there  was  no  other  fesourae 
for  AM  to  eaeape,  but  by  pern^itting  myself  lb  be 
conducted  immediately  under  a  guard  to  Fort 
Maasae^  and  from  there  to  New  Madrid.  Having 
iuforuMd  hira  of  the  prbpeeals  of  the  Baron,  he 
proceeded  to  tell  vm  that  it  was  a  ehimericat 
project  which  it  woe  impossible  tu  execute;  that 
the  iuhabitants  of  the  Weetera  States,  irayiuff 
obtained  by  treaty  all  they  desired,  would  Bot 
wiah  to  form  any  other  political  or  couKuercial 
aliianoefl,  and  that  they  had  no  .motive  fbr  eepa* 
rating  then^elves  from  the  interests  of  the  other 
Stales  of  the  Union,  even  if  Ihranee  aad  Bpaia 
shottld  make  thenlthe  ii»st  advantageous' oifeia; 
that'  the  fermentation  which  fisted  four  years 
back  is  now  appea3ed  j  that  the  depredattone  and 
Tezatioas  which  Ameribam*  commerce  suflTi^ed 
frooi  the  French  privateerc  bad  iheplred  theUi 
with  an  implacable  haiced  for  theit  nation ;  that 
some  of  the  Kentuckians  had  proposed  to  him  to 
raise  three  thousand  men  to  invade  Louisiana,  in 
case  war  shddid  be  declared  betweea  the  Unit^ 
Suites  and  Spain;  that  the  latter  had  no  other 
eovrac  to  pursue^  under  the  present  eireumstaacet. 
bat  to  comply  luliy  with  the  treaty,  which  >had 
ovcrtarned  all  his  plans,  &ct,«nd  rendered  useless 
the  labors  of  more  than  ten  years ;  that  as  iq  him, 
he  aasd  he  had  destroyed  bis  ciphers;  and  torn  all 
his  correspondence  with  our  (Sowmment,  and 
that  his  dut]r  and  his  honor  did  not  permit  him 
to  continue  it;  thatj  withall^* the  Qovernor  ought 
not  to  be  apprehensive  o(  his  abUsiag  the  confi- 
deiMe  which  he  had  placed  in  him)  inally,  that 
Spam,  by  delivering  up  to  the  United  Statee  the 
llUiCoN.)2dS£ss.— 74 


Taraitery  of  Natehee,  dbo.,  mifht  perhaps  name . 
him 'Governor  of  it,  and  that  then  be  would  not 
want  opportunities  to  take  more  efi^tual  mea- 
sures to  comply  with  his  political  projects.  He 
complains  yery  much  that  the  secret  of  hi^  con- 
nexion ^with  our  Qt>vemHveDt  ba<}  been  divulged, 
for  want  of  prudc^nce  on  our  part;  that  he  kn^w" 
in  September,  p6  (be  last^ear,  by  means  of  one 
of  bis  officers,  that  Spain  had  no  intention  to^ive 
Qp  the  posts,  since  the  above-inentioned  officer 
saw  a  letter  at  Post  Vlacednes,  Written-  by  a 
Spanish  officer,  of  the  Illinois,  and  directed  to  an 
inhabitant  of  that  plaeej  in  which  he  telfs  him 
that  Mr.  Audrain  has  a  borrespoudence  with  Z. 
TrUdeau,  (or  makes  it  to  be  belreved,)  and  that 
he  bommanieates  to  him  private  affairs  of  the 
(Joveroment,  so  that  Audmin  is  accustomed  to 
spread  news  that,  at  all  events,  may  cause  a  rup- 
ture iv  the  frontiers;  that  Mr.  Trudeau  has  con- 
ducted himself'  with  a  great  deal  of  itnprudeoce, 
having  aent  emissaries  among  the  indians.  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  State:*,  inviting  tnem  to 
come  and  e8tahli9h  themselves  in  that  of  Spain ; 
teHiag  them  tbae  hiaf  father;  the,  Spaniard,  was  at 
war  with  thef  Btiglish,  and  that  he  would  sooii 
ibaka  it  with  the  Americans^  dbe. 

With  respect  to  the  diapositrons  of  the  people 
of  JKentucky,  the  bpiajon  of  Mr.  Sebastian  differs 
very  much  from  that  of  General  Wilkinson.  He 
saiys,  that  even^f  war  is  declared  between  Spain 
and  the  United. States,  we  will  have  noilhing  to 
fear  from  the  Kentuclnaas ;  and  he  has  not  omit- 
ted to.  insinuate  that  it  would  be  the  most  effica-^ 
ciaaa  tnodetospur  theia  on  to  take  a  violent  part 
against  the  Sastem- Slates.  Without  considering 
the  many  representafioiw  which,  verbally  and  in 
wnting,  J  have made  to  your  Excellency,  and  to 
the  Baron  de  Garondelet,  on  this  subject,  I  will 
reoapituiate,  ^n^a  few, words,  the  result  of  my 
many  observations,  made  with  the  most  scrupu- 
lot;to  attention. 

A  great  portion  of  the  principal  characters  in 
JBlentucky,  Oumberiaod,  and  the  Northwest  Ter- 
ritory, have  been  instigators  of  the  expedition  of 
Geaat  and  Clarke  agaii(st  this  province,  conse- 
tfuently  they  af^-eoemies  of  those  who  are  of  the 
French  f  more  than  one^half  of  the  rest  are  those 
who  take  the  greatest,  interest  in  a  mor6  intimate 
untim  of  the  Western  States  with  us;  and  mhny^^ 
of  those  wiho  remain,  as  they  are  not  very  desi- 
rous of  gaining  conquests  over  Spain,  but  only  to 
preserve  the  limits  and  privileges  marked  in  the 
treaty,  will  do  what  they  can.  in  order  to  avoid 
hostilities.  The  people  permit  themselves  to  be 
implicitly  governed  by  one  of  the  parties  men- 
tioned ;  so  that,  considering  these  circumstances, 
we-  may  labor  under  no  apprehensions  on  this 
account.  But  other  more  weighty  reasons  oppose 
to  their  declaring  themselves  independent  of  the 
Eastern  States.  I  will  content  myself  with  re- 
lating the  principal  one:  Whilst  they  will  be 
making  a  treaty  with  the  Government  of  Louisi- 
ana, What  certainty  will  they  have  that  the 
Cabinet  of  New  Madrid  is  not  making  a  treaty, 
at  the  same  time,  very  different  firom  what  they 
may-  have  agreed  to   here?    Sxperienee   baa 
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taoght  them,  to  thtir  misfortune^  that  this  is  not 
a  mere  coDJecture.  Three  motives  alone  wonkl 
be  ahle  to  impel  them  to  break  the  confederation 
with  the  other  States,  viz : 

Ist.  War  with  the  Republie  of  France. 

2d.  A  prohibition  to  navi^te  the  Mississippi, 
and  to  establish  themselves  in  the  donunions  of 
the  King. 

dd.  Their  incapacity  to  pay  in  cash  their  share 
of  the  common  duties,  ($28,000,)  or  to  see>>  the 
Government  intent  on  recoverin^^  it  by  force. 

These  are  the  axes  upon  which  their  policy 
turns.  It  now  remains  for  me  to-  say  something 
of  the  military  forces pf  the  United  States.  Their 
Army  amounts  .to  near  three  thousand  men ;  they 
censist  of  four  regiments  of  infhntry,  one  double 
regiment  of  artillery,  and  two  comjMinies  of  car- 
miry.  In  each  regiment  there  are  eight  comiNi- 
Dies;  each  company  is  composed  of  sixty-five 
men,  including  a  captain,  a  lieutenant,  and  an 
ensiffD ;  but  there  is  not  one  complete.  U  aauBt 
be  observed,  that  the  two'  companies  of  cavalry 
amount  to  one  hundred. and  eighty  men;. but 
there  are  only  .sixty  mounted.  lUich  reffimeiit 
has  1^  colonel  and  two  sergeant  majors.  The  first 
reffiment,  commanded  by  Cc^ooel  Hamtramck,  is 
at  Fort  Wayne,  and  the  other  forts  towards  Fort 
Washington ;  the  second,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Strong,  IS  encamped  at  Detroit,  Michiliraackinac, 
Niagara,  Pres<itt'lsle.  Oswego,  dbc.;  the  third, 
commanded  by  Colonel  Gaither,  fortifies  the 
forts  of  Massac,  Barrancas,  dte«,  one  or  two  eom- 
panies  remaining  in  Georgia;  the  fourth,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Butler,  is  in  Teaaesaee;  the 
artillery  men  are  divided  among  the  forts,  al- 
though the  greatest  part  does  not  go  from  Stony 
Point,  in  the  Bastern  States;  the. cavalry  is  di- 
vided '  between  Tennessee,  Detroit,  >  and  Fort 
Washington.  With  cegard  to  th«ir  lorts,  as  it  is 
a  subject  of  little  importance  to  us,  t  do  not  wish 
to  trouble  vour  Excellency  with  a  tedious  de- 
scription of  them.  There  is  a  strict  dbciplin^ 
observed  in  the  Army ;  the  soldiers  are  almost  all 
youths,  from  sixteen  to  twentyniix  years  of  a^ ; 
they  f^o  through  some  military  evolutions  wuh 
sufficient  precision.  With  respect  to  the  officers, 
from  the  lowest  to  the.  hkrhest,. (excepting  very 
few,)  they  are  deficient  ofthose  qunlmes  whicn 
adorn  a  good  soldier,  except  fierceness,  and  are 
overwhelmed  in  ignorance,  and  in  the'  most  base 
vices. 

The  influence  of  General  Wilkinson  io  Ken- 
tucky has  become  very  limited;  and  in  the  Army, 
by  wishing  to  establish'some  innovations,  lessens 
it  from  day  to  day*  I  hope,  from  what  is  said  on 
the  subject  of  my  mission,  that  you  will  be  con- 
vinced that,  if  it  has  not  had  a  more  happy  issue, 
it  ought  not  to  he  attributed  in  any  manner  to 
indiscretion  on  my  part,  since  it  b  evident  that 
it  sprunff  from  a  cause  which  no  human  penetia- 
tiop  could  foresee,  and  no  prudence  prevent;  and 
if  I  have  been  deficient  in  the  intelligence  and 
capacity  which  the  discharge  of  my  commission 
required,  it  will  4)ot  be  bcSdness  in  me  to  say, 
that  the  promptitude  and  zeal,  silence  and  fidelity, 
which,  on  more  iflipottant  occasions,  I  have  man* 


fested  in  the  service  of  Hts  Majesty,  kav«  mot 
been  of  any  avail  on  the  present. ,  God  preserve 
you  many  years. 

DaoEMBER  5. 1797. 

P.  S.  I  enclose  you,  with  the  other  doeaments, 
the  account  of  the  expense  of  the  journey,  No. 
11;  that  of  the  sht  hundred  and  forty  dollars, 
which  General  Wilkinson  so  anxioasly  solicits, 
and  which  he  has  charged  me  to  receive  on  hb 
account,  I  remhied  to  the  Baron  de  CarondeleC 
in  the  month  of  May,  of  thb  year.  No.  3,  with 
the  other  documents,  those  which  I  received,  as 
stated  in  his  official  letter  of  the  28th  of  the 
same  month  and  year,  of  which  I  also  enclose 
a  eopy.  No.  12. 

iAr.  Manocl  Gatoso  oc  Luion. 

No.  70. 
C^eneral  Wilkinson  to  Thomas  Power. 
HEAnauASTBBS,  Grcbnvillc, 

Afay  25, 1796. 

Sir  :  Theday  befpre  yesterday  I  had  the  honor 
to  receive  a  letter  from  you,  under  date  of  the 
20th  ihs^nt,  in  which  yov  request  leare  to  visit 
th|s  plf ccj  and  to  proceed  by  St;  YinceBnes  and 
tW  Illinois,  to  New  Madrid.  Permit  me,  sir«  to 
observe,  that  thb  precaution  was  imneceasaryy  at 
a  time  when  the  United  States  of  America  nre 
happily  at  peace  with  all  the  world.  la  this  ea- 
viable  si^tialton,  the  officer^  of  the  American 
Army  have  no  concealments  to  make,  and  there 
fore  our  camps  «nd  oar  fo^ts  are  free- to  the  in- 
gress and  egress  of  all-persons  who  deport  them- 
selves with  pcopriety.  I  beg  you,  sir,  to  beliere 
tha^  upon  an  unpleasant  occasion,  to  which  foa 
are  pleased  to* refer,  my  conduct  wasdtreeieif 
more  by  the  deHcaey  of  my  own  situauon  thaa 
any  Mnse  of  your  demerit.  Neither  my  symptr 
thies.  nor  my  antipathic  have  ever  gained  sack 
an  a^oeadaat  over  my  reason,  as-  to  iaeline  me 
to  condemn  upon  hearsay,  or  to  adopt  the  pre- 
judices of  any  -man*,  I  mnJt  jfou,  sit^  for  the 
trouble  yon  have  given  yourself,  in  brtnglag  for- 
ward the  segars  committed  to  your  charge  hymy 
very  worthy  friends.  Governor  Gayeso  and  Uoa 
Andres ;  andl  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  duetoa- 
sideration,  sir,  yoar  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Mr.  Thomas  Poweb. 

No.  44. 
New  Orleans,  April  33,  1797. 
Sib  :  I  have  received  the  letter  you  hooorad 
me  with,  which  I  have  not  been  enabled  to  an* 
swer  sooner  on  account  of  a  multiplicity  of  oeea< 
nations.  In  consequence  of  the  news  which  I 
have  received  from  our  Envoy  towards  the  Uni- 
ted States,  that  the  English  are  going  to  atiaek 
the  lUinob,  I  am  compelled  to  change  anew  the 
arrangements  i  had  taken  to  begin  the  delinea- 
tion of  the  limits ;  because,  if  the  expedition  is  of 
sufficient  consequence  to;  take  possession  of  St. 
Loub,  which,  as  you  know  very  well,  has  bat  a 
very  bad  fort^  only  cakulated  to  silaaee  the  saT* 
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ftges,  we  have  nothing  remaining  as  far  as  No- 
liales  that  conld  stop  the  enemy,  and  protect 
Lower  Louisiana;  in  consequence  of  wnicb,  I 
have  ordered  Mr.  Gayoso  to  make  known  to  Mr. 
EUieott,  and  the  commander  of  the  American 
detachn^ent,  that  I  find  myself  compelled  to  put 
Nogal^  in  a  state  of  defence,  and  to  forward  there 
all  the  troooe  and  artillery  eiisting  at  Natchez. 
where  I  shall  leave  but  fifty  men,  commanded  by 
Don  Manuel  Lapzos,  Mr.  Gayoso  being  com- 
pelled to  ifo  with  Messrs.  Gnillemard  and  Per- 
chet  to  Nogales  to  hasten  the  preparations.  B*i- 
nally,  I  am  going,  moreover,io  dendop  to  Nogales 
a  company  of  grenadiers.  As  it  is  requisite  ^hat 
at  Natchez  there  should  be  an' intelligent  person 
who  should  watch,  and  be  informed  of,  the  steps 
taken  by  the  Commissary  and  commanding  offi- 
cer, I  have  ordained  that  you  should  serve  Mr. 
Laozos  as  secretary  and  interpreter,  who  is  not 
deficient  in  finesse;  and  that  Yidal  shall  accom- 
panv  Mr.  Gayoso  to  Nogales,  or  to  the  Illinois, 
with  money  and  despatches  which  I  send  ttiere. 
Too  must  send  me  an  ezact  information  of  all 
that  passes  worth3r  mentioning,  and  endeavor  to 
insinuate  yourself  into  the  confidence  of  the  Ame- 
riaan  commander,  whom  you  must  endeavor  to 
make  opposed  to  Eltlicott ;  even  if  it  should  cost 
yoQ  some  hundred  dollars  in  presents  to  the'Krng, 
let  that  be  no  obstacle,  and  I  assure  you  that  they 
will  be  satisfied ;  by  these  means  we  will  reduce 
Bilicott  to  be  unable  to  act  by  himself,  and  we 
would,  be  safe  on  that  quarter. 

The  Envoy  of  His  Majesty  has  intimated  to 
the  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs  that  the  English 
expedition  could  not  arrive  ^t  St.  Louis  de  Illi- 
nois without  violating  the  American  territory, 
and  that  he  expected  that  the  United  States  would 
be  opposed  tp  their  passage,  and  observe  exactly 
the  fast  treaty  concluded  with  Spain.  If  the  con- 
trary happens,  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be  annul- 
led. At  the  Havana  are  expected  twelve  thou- 
eaad  Spanish  troops.  The  reception  you  met 
with  from  Mr.  ^hiyoso  does  not  astonish  me ;  but 
I  am  exactly  of  your  opinion  relative  to  the  coii- 
eeqaences  which  will  follow,  It  is'  impossible 
that  the  wise  inhabitants  of  Natchez  can  agree  to 
a  step  which,  by  insulting  a  Power  jealous  of  its 
power,  would  expose  them  to  certain  ruin,  and  to 
be  disavowed  by  the  United  States,  who,  assur- 
edly, will  not  undertake  a  war  against  Spain  and 
France  to  maintain  a  step  taken  against  the  law 
of  equity,  and  of  the  rights  of  nations.  I  believe 
it  so  very  improbable,  thiit  I  cause  to  retire,  as  I 
told  you,  the  troops,  and  lonlyleave  a  detach- 
ment to  maintain  gopd  order,  and  to  repel  the 
insolts  of  the  savages.  As  to  Mr.  EUicott,  whose 
conduct  towards  me  has  been  very  unbecoming, 
can  be  very  easily  recalled,  or  at  least  restricted' 
to  the  only  commission  qf  the  limits,  because  I 
have  strongly  written  to  the  Envoy  of  His  Ma- 
jesty and  to  the  Prince  of  Peace. 

It  appears  that  the  beginning  of  this  misqnder- 
standing  between  Mr.  Gayoso  and  Mr.  Ellicott, 
as  Mr.  Nolan  told  me,  proceeds  from  the  follow- 
ing cause:  that  some  Choctaw  savage  having 
drank  to  txceisj  got  in  dispute  with  tocae  of  the 


servants  of  the  latter  gentleman,  who  thought 
that  the  Governor  had  made  them  inebriated  to 
cause  them  to  put  him  and  his  people  tp  the 
sword;  so  much  so  that  Nolan. has  been  com- 
pelled to  remain  two  nights  in  his  c&mp  to  tran- 
quillize him.  What  lowness  in  a  man  who  boasts 
of  the  title  of  the  representant  of  a  nation !  It 
was  I  who  ordered  that  the  American  detach- 
ment iniffht  remain  near  Mr.  Ellicott,  and  I  dis- 
approved, from  the  first  moment,  the  opposition 
which  was  made.  If  Mr.  Ellicott  had  officially 
informed  me  of  his  entering  my  province,  as  it  is 
customary,  and  had  addressed  himself  to  me  on 
account  of  motives  of  complaint  which  he  thought 
just,  I  should  have  acted  with  frankness  towards 
him,  and  nothing  of  that  kind  would  have  hap- 
pened, except  the  suspension  of  the  evacuation  of 
those  nosts  which  depend  on  me,  not  thinking^ 
myself  authorized  to  deliver  them  upwith  their 
fortifications  and  edifices,  as  General  Wayne  and 
Don  Andres  Ellicott  exacted. 

I  have  thouffht  it  very  strange  that  the  Ameri-' 
can  flag  should  be  permitted  to  be  hoisted  before 
the  door  of  Eilicott.  I  coul^  not  help  observing 
it,  although  I  do  not  wish  to  sour  them  by  com- 
manding it  to.  be  taken  away. 

I  have  just  written  to  W.  and*  sent  my  letter  to 
Mr.  Nolan,  a  fine  young  man.  and  of  whom  I 
think  highly.  He  told  me  he  Lad  a  secure  con- 
veyance to  fbrward  it  to  him.  It  had  been  a  long 
time  since  I  wrote  him,  not  having  an  opportu- 
nity, and  fearing  to  compromise. 

Farewell ;  let  me  hear  from  yon^and  eommand 
him  who  has  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest 
consideration,  sir,  your  very  humble  and  (mediant 


servant, 


DB  CARONDELBT. 


P.  S.  The  Envoy  of  His  Majesty  towards  the 
United  States  has  sent  to  the  Illinois  the  French 
engineer,  Mr.  Finiels,  to  fortify  it  if  there  is  time; 
but  he  will  have  found  there  Vandenbenden  oc- 
cupied at  the  same  thing.  Do  you  know  the 
former? 

Na.  40.— Deporitiea  of  Daniel  Clarke^ 
Wasrinoton  Citt,  Jan.  11, 1808. 

In  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  House  6f 
Renresentarives,  expressed  in  the  resolution  of 
Friday  last,  t  submit  the  following  statement: 

I  arrived  fi^om  Europe  at  New  Orleans  in  De- 
cember, 1786,  having  been  invited  to  the  country. 
by  «n  uncle  of  considerable  wealth  and  influence, 
10vho  had  been  long  resident  in  that  citv.  Shortly 
after  my  arrival  I  was  employed  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Government.  This  office 
was  the  depository  of  all  State  papers.  In  1787 
(General  Wilkinson  made  his  first  visit  to  New 
Orleans,  and  was  introduced  by  my  uncle  to  the 
Governor,  and  other  officers  of  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernment. 

In  the  succeeding  year,  1788,  much  sensation 
was  excited  by  the  report  of  his  having  entered 
into  some  arrangements  with  the  Government  of 
Louisiana  to  separate  the  Western  countrv  from 
the  United  Sutet  f  and  this  report  acquired  great 
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credit  upon  his  second  Tisit  to  New  Orleans  in 
17^9.  About  this  time  I  saw  a  letteif  from  the 
General  to  a  person  in  New  Orleans,  giving  an 
account  of  Colonel  Conndiy's  missjon  to  him 
from  the  British  Qovernment  in  Canada,  and  of 
proposals  made  to  him,  on  the  part  of  that  Got- 
erncpent,  and  mentioning  his  determination  of 
adhering  to  hisiconnezion  with  the  Spaniards. 

My  intimacy  with  the  officers  of  the  Spanish 
Government,  and  my  abscess  to  official  informa- 
tion} disclosed  to  roe  shortly  afterwards  some  of 
the  plans  the  General  had  proposed  to  the  Gov- 
ernment for  effecting  the  contemplated  separa- 
tion. The  general  project  was,  the  severance  of 
the  Western  country  from  the  United  States, 
and  the  establishment  of  a  separate  Government, 
in  the  alliance  and  under  the  protection  of^pain. 
In  effecting  this,  Spain  was  to  fornish  money  find 
arms;  and  the  minds  of  the  Western  people  were 
to  be  seduced  and  bnvight  over  to  the  proiect,  by 
liberal  advantages  resulting  from  it,  to  be  held 
ou^  by  Spain.  The  ira4e  of  the  Mississippi  wi«i 
to  be  rendered  free,  the  port  of  New  Orleans  to 
be  opened  to  them,  and  a  free  commerce  allowed 
in  the  productions  of  the  new  Groverqi^ent  witli 
Spain,  and  her  West  India  islands. 

I  remfffiber  about  thesam^  time  to.haveseen 
a  list  of  names  of  citizens  of  the  Western  country, 
which  was  in  the  handwriting  of  the  General, 
who  were  recommended  for  pensions,  and  the 
sums  were  stated  proper  to  be  paid  to  each,  and  I 
then  distinctly  understood  that  he  and  others 
ware  .actually  pensioners  of  thc^  Spanish  Goyern- 
meht.   , 

I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  nK)ney  being 
paid  to  General  Wilkinson,  or  to  any  agent  for 
him  on  account  of  bis  ptnsion,  previously  to  the 
year  1793  or  1794..  In  one  of  these  years,  and  m 
which  I  cannot  be  certain  until  I  can  consult  my 
books,  a  Mr.  La  Cassagne.,  who  I  understood  was 
postmaster  at  the  falls  of  Ohio,  came  to  New  Or- 
leans, and,  as  one  of  the  association  with  General 
Wilkinson  in  the  project  of  dismemberment,  re- 
ceited  a  sum  of  money,  four  thousand  doUant  of 
which,  or  thereabout,  were  embarked  by  a  special 
permission,  free. of  dtHy,  o»;boafd< a,  vessel  which 
bad  baep  consigiied  to  me,  and  which  sailed  for 
Philadelphia;  in  which  vessel  a  Mr.  La  Cassagpe 
went,  passenger.  At  and  prior  to  this  period  I 
had  various  opportunities. of  seeing  the  projects 
submitted  to  the  Spanish^' Government,  and  of 
learning  many  of  the  details  from  the  agents  em- 
ployed to  carry  them  into  execution. 

In  1794,  two  gentlemen,  of  the  names  of  Owens 
and  Collins,  friends  and  agents  of  General  Will^- 
insoB,  came  to  New  Orleans.  To  the  firs^  was 
entrusted,  as  I  was  particularly  informed  by  the 
officers  of  the  Spanish  Government,  the  sum  of 
six  thousand  dollars,  to  be  delivered  to  General 
Wilkinson  on  account  of  his  owa  pension,  and 
that  of  others.  On  his  way,  in  returning  to  Ken- 
tucky, Owens  was  murdered  by  his  boat's  crew, 
and  the  money,  it  was  understood,  was  made 
away  with  bv  them.  This  occurrence  occasioned 
a  considerable  noise  in  glentucky.and  contributed 
with  Mr.  Power's  visiu  at  a  suofiequant  period, 


to  awaken  the  suspicion  of  General  Wayne,  who 
took  measures  to  intercept  the  correspoodence  of 
General  Wilkiiison  ^ithahe  Spanbh  Govera- 
ment,  which  were  not  attended  with  socceai. 

Collins,  the  co-agent  with  Owens,  first  attempt- 
ed to  fit  out  a  small  tessel  in  the  port  of  New 
Orleans,  in  order  to  proceed  to  some'  port  in  the 
Atlantic,  States;  byt  she  was  destroyed  by  the 
hurricane '  of .  th^  month  of  August,  1794.  He 
then  fitted  out  a  small  vessel  in  the  bayou  St 
John,  and  shipped  in  her  at  Ie«it  deven  thoosaad 
dollars,  which  he  took  round  to  Chariestoa. 

This  shipn^ent  was  made  under  such  pecoliv 
circumstances  that  it  became  known  to  maoy, 
and  the  destination  of  it  was  afterwards  fully  dii- 
closed  to  roe  by  the  officers  of  the  Spaaisb  Got- 
ernraent,  by  Collins,  and  by  General  Wilkiasoa 
himself,  who  complained  that  Collins,  instead  of 
sending  him  the  money  on  his  arrival,  bad  em* 
ployed  it  in  som^e  wHd  sneoulatioM  to  the  Wett 
Indies,  by  which  he  had  lost  a  considerable  lam, 
and  that,  in  conseqnanee  of  the  miupanageneiit 
of  his  agents, .he  had  derived  but-littieadvaBtsfe 
from  the  money  paid  on  his  aocoiint  by  the  Span- 
ish Government. 

Mr.  Power  was  a  Spanish  subject  resideBt  it 
Louisiana,  and  the  object  of  bis  visits  to  tke 
Western  country  beioaBie  known  to  nie  in  179^ 
wben  he  en^rked  on  board  th#  brig  Gayoso,  tt 
New  Orleans^  for  Philadelphia,  in  compaay  widi 
Judge  Sebastian,  in  which  vessel,  as  she  had  been 
consigned  to  myself,  I  saw  emrbarked,  uoder  a 
special  perniiiston,  foiK  thousand  doUara  or  thef^ 
about,  which  I  wai  informed  were  for  Sebu* 
lian's  own  acppunt,  as  one  of  those  conoeroedia 
the  scheme  of  dismemberment  of  thn  Westera 
country. 

Mr.  Power,  as  he  aftenvArds  informed  net^ 
his  tour  through  th«  Western  country,  8BV<kt- 
eral  Wilkinson  at  GreenviUev  a04  was-the^tv*' 
of  a  letter  to  him  from  the>Seeretary  of  the  Oot- 
ernment  of  Louisiana,  dated  7th  or^  of  Mare^ 
1796,  advisine  that  tt  sum  of  oione?  had  been 
seni  to  Don  Thomas  Portell,  cottimandant  of  New 
Madrid,  to  be  deliferisd  to  his  orden  This  rnMer 
Mr.  Power  deli  vered  to  Mr.  Nolan  bv  Wilkiasoa^ 
directions.  Wha^^onoerned  Mr.  Nolan'safeacy 
in  this  business  I  learned .  from  himself,  when  he 
afterwards  visited  New  Qrleaat* 

In  1797|  Power  was  eDtrus|«d  with  aaatfaer 
mission  to  Kentucky,'and  had  directions  to  prO' 
pose  certain  plans '  to  e£f<sut  the  separation  of  the 
Western country/romihe  United  Sutes.  These 
plans  were  propo^d  gud  rejected,  as  he  of^ea  soh 
emnly  assured  me,  through  the  means  of  a  Mr* 
George  Nicholas,  to  whom,  among  others,  they 
were  communicated,  who  spptned  the  id^  of  re- 
ceiving foreign  money.  Power  then  proceeded 
to  Detroit  to.  seb  General  Wilkinson,  and  w 
sent  back  by  him  uoder  guard  to  New  Madrid, 
f rotn  whence  he  retu  rned  to  New  Orleans.  Pov* 
er's  secret  instructions  w^re  known  to  me«A^ 
wards,  and  I  am  enabled  to  state  that  the  p»n 
then  contemplated  entirely  failed. 

At  the  periods  ^oken  of,  and  for  some  tioio  si' 
terwardsi  I  was  resident  in  the  Spanish  teiiiiory» 
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asbject  to  the  Spanish  laWsjiod  without  aay  ex* 

g notation  of  becomiog  a  citizen  of  the  United 
tate6«  Mf  obligations  were  then  to  conceal, 
and  not  to  comncmieate  to  the  Qovemment  of 
the  United  States  the  projects  and  eDterprises 
which  I  hare  mentioned  of  General  Wilkinson 
and  the  Spanish  Govern  neat. 

Id  the  month  of  October  of  1798, 1  visited  Gen-^ 
eial  Wilkinson,  by  his  partieoiar  reqitest,  at  his 
camp  atLoAos  Heights,  where  he  had  shortly  be- 
fore arrived.  ^^  The  General  had  heard  of  remarks 
made  hy  me,  on  theaubject  of  hi^  pension,  which 
had  rendered  him  uneasy,  and  he  was  desirotM  of 
makioff  some  arrangements  with  me  on  the  snb- 
jeet.  I  passed  three  days  and  nights  in  the  Gener- 
al's tent.  The  chief  subjects  of  our  conversation 
were  the  views  and  eaterpriaes  of  the  Spanish 
Ooverament  in  relation  to  ^he  United  States,  and 
speculations  as  to  the  result  of  polittcal  affairs.  . 

In  the'  course  of  our  conversation,  he  stated 
that  there  was  still  a  balance  of  ten  thousand 
dollars  due  him  by  the  Spanish  Gh>vemmint,  for 
■whtch  he  would  ffladly  take  in  exebange  Gov- 
ernor Gayoso's  ptantation  n^r  Natchez,  who 
might  reimburse  himself  from  the  treasury /at 
Kew  Orleans.  I  asked  the  General  whether  this 
sum  was  due  on  the  old  business  of  the  pension ; 
ke  replied  that  it  was,  and  intimated  a  wish  that 
I  should  propose  to  Governor  Ghiyoso  a  trans- 
fer of  his  plantation  for  the  sum  of  money  due 
him  from  the  Spanish  treasury.  The  whole 
affair  had  always  been  odious  to  roe,  and  I  der 
clined  any  agency  in.  it.  I  aoknowledged  to  him 
that  I  had  often  spoken  freely  and  publicly  of 
his  Spanish  pension,  but  told  him  I  had  eomtnu- 
Dioated  nothing  to  his  Government  on  the  sub- 
ject. I  advised  him  to  drop  hb  Spanish  connex- 
ion. He  justified  it  heretofore  from  the  peculiar 
aitoation  o(  Kentucky ;  the  disadvantagta  that 
•country  labored  udder  at  the  period  when  he 
formed  his  connexion  with  the  Spaniards;  the 
doubtful  and  distracted  state  of  the  Union  at  that 
time,  which  he  repic«e»ted  as  baund  together  by 
nothing  better  than  a  rope  of  sand;  and  he  as- 
eared  me  solemnly  that  he  had  teirminaced  his 
•eonnexions  with  the  Spanish  Gavernment,  and 
that  they  never  should  be  renewed.  I  gave  the 
•General  to  understand  that,  as  the  a&ir  stood,  I 
ahould  not  in  future  say  anything  about  it.  Prom 
that  period  until  the  present,  I  have  heard  one 
report  only  of  the  former  eoanexion  beu»g  re- 
newed, and  that  was  in  1804,  shortly  after  the 
Oeneral's  departure  from  New  OrlejBtns.  I  had 
been  absent  for  two  or  three  months,  hnd  re- 
turned to  the  city  not  long  after  General  WiUtin- 
•on  sailed  from  it.  I  was  informed  by  the  late 
Mayor,  that  reports  had  reached  the  #ars  of  the 
-Oovemor,  of  a  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  hav- 
ing been  received  by  the  General,  of  the  Spanish 
Oovernment.  while  he  was  one  of  the  eominis- 
islimers  for  taking  possession  of  Lousiana.  He 
wished  me  to  inquire  into  the  troth  of  them, 
which  I  agreed  to  do,  on  condition  that  t  might 
be  permitted  to  communicate  the  sdspicion  to  the 
-Qeneial,  if  the  fact  alleged  against  him  could  not 
be  verified.    This  was  assented  to.    I  mad«  the 


inquiry,  and  satisfied  myself,  by  an  inspection  of 
the  treasury  book  for  1804,  that  the  ten  thousand 
dollars  had  not  been  paid.  I  then  communicated 
the  circumstance  to  a  friend  of  the  General,  Mr. 
Evan  Jones,  with  a  request  that  he  would  in- 
form him  o(  it.  The  report  was  revived  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  by  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Ferdinand  Claiborne,  of  Natchez,  to  the  delegate 
of  the  Mississippi  Territory.  A  member  of  the 
^ouse  informed  me  that  the  money  in  question 
was  acknowledged  '  by  General  Smith  to  have 
been  received  at  the  time  mentioned,  but  that 
it  was  in  payment  for  tobacco.  1  knew  that  no 
tobacco  had  been  delivered,  and  waited  on  Gen- 
eral Smith  for  information  as  to  the  receipt  of 
the  monev,  who  disavowed  all  knowledge  of  it, 
and  I  tooc  the  opportunity  of  assurin|^  him,  atid 
as  many  others  as  mentidned  the  subject,  that  I 
believed  it  to  be  false,  and  gave  them  my  reasons 
for  the  opinion. 

^  This  summarv  necessarllv  qmiis  mauY  details 
tending  to  corroborate  and  illustrate  the  facts  and 
opinions  I  have  stated.  No  allusion  has  been 
had  to  the  public  explanations  of  the  transactions 
referred  to,  made  by  General  Wilkinson  and  bis 
friends.  So  far  as  they  are  resolved  into  com- 
mercial ei^terprises  and  speculations,  I  had  the 
best  opportunity  of  being  acquainted  with  them, 
as  I  was,  durioz  the  time  referred  to,  the  agent 
of  the  house  who  were  consignees  of  the  Gene- 
ral at  New  Orleans,  and  who  had  an  interest  in 
his  8h!pmen^  and  whose,  books  are  in  my  pos- 
session^ 

DANIEL  CLARKE. 

blSTBIOT  OP  C0LtnfVIA,40fPir.* 

'  Jahctart  11, 1806* 

Personallyappeared  before  me,  WitlianrCraneh, 
chief  judge  or  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  Daniel  Clarke,  Bsqufre,  who,  being 
solemnly  sworn  qn  the  Holy  Evangalists  of  Al- 
mihty  God,  doth  depose  and  say  that  the  forego- 
ing statements  made  by  him,  under  the  otdet  of 
the  Hoite'of  Representatives,  so  for  as  regards 
matters  of  hit  owntaowiedge,  is  true ;  and  so  far 
as  re^rds  the  matters  whereof  he  was  informed 
by  others,  he  believes  to  he  UUe. 
Sworn  to  before  me.  W.  CRANCH. 


Paptn  rdoHve  to  the  third  point  of  inquiry. 

Ho,  45.— {The  deposition  of  Daniel  CUu^  before  re- 

forred  to,  s^  above.]  . 

No.  7B«--General  Wilkinson  to  General  Adair. 

Rapina  op  Obio,  Mi$y  88, 1805, 

Eleven  o^cMc  A.  M. 
Mt  Dsab  Sir:  I  did  not  answer  your  letter  by 
Taylor,  but  I  did  better;  I  procured  him  a  pen- 
sion of  twenty  dollars  per  month.  I  was  to  have 
introduced  my  friend  jBurr,  to  you,  but  in  this  I 
failed  bv  accident.  He  understancb  your  merits, 
and  recKons  on  you.  Prepare  to  visit  me,  and  1 
will  tell  you  all.  We  must  have  a  peep  at  die 
unknown  world  beyond  me.  I  shall  want  a  pair 
of  strong  carriage  horMs,  at  about  one  hundred 
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and  twenty  dpllare  esch,  yooog  aad  sound,  sub- 
stantial, but  DQt  flashy,  I  am  in  health,  and,  in 
spite  of  the  neglect  of  friends,  and  the  snamefal 
omissions  of  attorneys,  have  this  day  given  Sir 
<— a  damper.  Perdition  overtake  the  Jew 
scoundrel;  he  had  nearly  destroyed  me  by  a  de-, 
cree  of  which  I  have  had  no  intimation,  ahhoufi^b 
it  is  almost  seven  years  old.  Enough  far  tb« 
present.    Thine  ever. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Ckneral  Adair. 

P.  S.  I  sail  in  an  hour.    Write  me  private. 

[See  evidenciB  of  General  Wilkinson,  as  com- 
municated to  Congress,  23d  November;  1807.  See 
"Annals''  10th  Congress,  1st  session,  page  387. 
President's  Message.] 

[See  evidence  of  General  Wilkinson,  Presi- 
dent's Message,  ditto.] 


X^— General  Wilkinson's  introduction  of  Colonel  Burr 
to  Daniel  Clarke. 

Massac,  June  9, 1805. 

Mt  Dear  Sir:  This  will  be  delivered  to  you 
by  Colonel  Burr,  whose  worth  yrou  know  well 
how  to  estimate.  If  the  persecutions  of  a  great 
and  honorable  man  can  give  title  to  generous  at- 
tentions, he  has  claims  to  all  your  civilities,  and 
all  your  services.  You  cannot  pblige  me  more 
than  by  such  conduct,  and  I  pledge  my  life  to 
you  it  will  not  be  misapplied^  To  him  I  refer 
you  for  manv  things  improper  for  a  letter,  and 
which  he  will  not  say  to  anv  other.  I  shall  be 
at  St.  Louis  in  two  weeks,  and,  if  you  were  there, 
we  could  open  a  mine,  a  commercial  one  at  least. 
Let  me  hear  from  you.  Farewell.  Do  well, 
and  believe  me  always  your  friend. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Danibl  Clarkb,  Esq. 

Papers  relative  to  the  fourth  point  of  inquiry, 
8.r— Deposition  of  William  Shnmonsv  E«q* 
Dbpartmbnt  op  War, 
AccowOaiia^e  Cffiice,  April  13, 1810. 

Gentlemen:  At  the  time  I  attended'' your 
honorable  committee,  in  conformity  to  your  sum- 
mons of  the  9th  instant,  when  I  was  requested  to 
detail  any  and  every  information  that  I  possessed 
in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  Brigadier  General 
James  Wilkinson,  in  answer  to  the  points  ex- 
pressed in  the  resolution  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, I  win  now  proceed  to  give  such 
testimony  as  has  come  to  my  own  knowledge, 
and  such  corroborating  inibrmatiota  received  from 
others,  in  my  official  capacity,  on  the  investiga- 
tion or  the  subject  which,  from  the  relative  comr 
parisonj  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  are  also 
tacts,  VIZ : 

In  answer  to  the  first  part  of  the  inquiry,  rela- 
tive to  the  Spanish  agency,  I  know  nothing  about 
it.  In  relation  to  any  concern  that  he  might 
have  had  in  the  Burr  business,  the  only  informa- 
tion that  has  come  to  my  knowledge,  is  in  the 
diaburBement  of  public  moneys,  drawn  from  the 


fiublic  agents  at  NewOrleans,  ia  the  yetrl807, 
or  the  freight  of  vessels  ch,artered  bvhimtoi 
transport  prisoners  and  witnesses  from  NewO^ 
leans  to  the  seat  of  Government,  and  sondr^r  id- 
vances  to  witnesses,  fees  to  lawyers,  dbc.,  said  to 
be  incurred  by  the  conspiracy  of  AaroD  Borr; 
which  disbursements,  as  well  as  others  to  aeoa- 
siderable  amount,  paid  by  warrants  immediately 
from  this  Department,  drawn  by  the  former  8e^ 
retary  of  War,  for  sundry  objects  of  the  like 
nature,  and  for  which  there  was  no  specific  ap- 
propriation to  which  I  could  charge  these  a- 
peoditures ;  I  was,  therefore,  unable  to  credit  tbe 
agents,  or  ei^ter  the  account  to  any  head  of  ex- 
penditure, until  the  29th  of  November,  180^ 
when  the  present  Secretary'of  War,  to  enable 
me  to  enter  the  account,  directed  that,  as  the  dis- 
bursements had  been  made  by  virtue  of  orden 
from  the  Department  of  War,  in  the  years  l806aBd 
1807,  that  they  were  chargeable  to  the  contio- 
gent  fund  of  the  War  Department,  there  heingw 
other  head  of  expenditure  to  which  they  codd 
be  properly  charged ;  I  have  accordingly  enteitd 
the  account,  and  can  give  no  other  inrormatioi 
on  this  subject. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  to  "state  the anioiint 
of  money  received  by  General  Wilkiosoa  ia  die 
year  18€4,  from  Josiah  Taylor,  assistant  milinrf 
agent  at  pfew  Orleans  far  public  service,^  l1^ 
ply  that  the  only  money  be  appears  to  hwn- 
ceived  from  Taylor,  at  any  time,  on  public a^ 
count,  is  a  sum  of  three  thousand  dollars^  receiied 
on  the  24th  Aptii,  180d. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  ntn 
rations  claimed  by  Gkneral  Wilkinson,  and  bow 
allowed,  I  reply  that,  in  January,  1809,  u  ac 
count  was  presented  to  me,  admitted  hjBtirf 
Dearborn,  Sccreury  of.  Wat,  for  exua  nms 
claimed  by  General  Wilkinson,  as  coauiaadia; 
officer  at  mtcbitoche^  and  New  Orietai, ftM^ 
the  Id^h  of  September,  1806  to  the  24thoCMay, 
1807,  at  thirty-six  rations  per  day,  iodadiag  a 
charge  for  quarters,  stabling,  dec.,  amouDtiac  to 
02,033  16;  which  claim  I  rejected  and  refused  to 
allow ;  first,  because  I  considered  that  any  tUov- 
ance  to  General  Wilkinson,  other  than  wbatats 
fixed  by  the  act  of  the  16th  of  March,  1802,  ns 
inadmissible,  and  that  Colonel  Gushing  aod  Col' 
onel  Freeman,  as  commanding  officers,  harias 
drawn  extra  rations  at  the  same  posts  fortbe 
same  time,  and  that  no  two  officers  coald  be  ca- 
title^  to  extra  rations  at  the  same  time  for  the 
same  post.  General  WiUtiason,  however,^ 
pealed  from  my  decision  to  the  accouotiog  oi' 
cers  of  the  Treasurty,  to  whom  I  staled  my  <** 
jections  fully  in  a  letter  to  the  Comptroller,  uader 
date  of  the  10th  of  January,  1809,  who  oatw 
Hth  of  January,  1809,  returned  me  the  accooot, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General,  wttb 
directions  to  pass  the  amouut  to  the  credit  ot 
General  Wilkinson  on  the  books  of.  my  office; 
which  I  have  accordingly  done-  On  the  8ili  ol 
June,  1809,  General  Wilkinson  presented  tootber 
account  to  Lieutenant  S.  Knight,  disuict  p«f' 
master  at  New  Orleans,  and  obtained  W^^} 
from  him  for  thirty-six  rations  per  day,  from  i3ib 
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of  March  to  the  30th  of  September,  1809.  amoont- 
ing  to  $1,454  40.  This  payment  was  made  by 
Liemfnant  Knight,  on  the  authority  of  a  letter 
from  Henry  Dearborn,  Secretary  of  War,  tinder 
date  of  the  4th  of  January,  1809,  and  exhibited  to 
me  for  a  credit  to  the  paymaster,  and  a  charge 
against  the  Uaited  States,  which  I  have  refused 
to  admit,  being  paid  contrary  to  law ;  and  that 
General  Wilkinson's  account  already  stands 
charged  with  considerable  sums  of  public  money 
unaccounted  for.  This  account  I  have  reported 
to  the  Treasury,  with  my  objections,  in  a  letter 
to  the  CoroDtroller,  linder  date  of  the  Idth  of 
March,  1810,  requiring  a  final  decision  at  the 
Treasury,  which  has  not  yet  been  done.  After 
the  allowance  had  been  made  to  General  Wil- 
kinson for  extra  rations  for  the  period,  and  at  the 
time  for  which  they  had  been  received  by  Col- 
onel Gushing  and  Colonel  Freeman,  I  called 
upon  these  gentlemen  to  refund  for  the  period 
allowed  to  the  General.  They  have  both  refused, 
contending  that  they  were  the  only  persons  en ti  ilea 
to  extra  rations  as  commanding  officers  at  these 
posts.  I  have,  however,  directed  the  paymaster 
to  pot  them  under  stoppages,  till  the  amount  is 
refunded.  Colonel  Cusniog,  in  his  letter  to  me, 
under  date  of  the  19th  of  June,  1809,  after  stating 
•that  he  was  the  commanding  officer  entitled  to 
the  extra  rations^  a  circumstance,  he  says,  well 
known  to  the  General,  and  every  officer  and  sol- 
dier at  the  post,  he  then  observes:  *'Bot  lam 
assured  by  the  General,  that  the  subsistence  al- 
lowed to  him  by  the  President  was  intended  as  a 
partial  reimbursement  for  some  6  or  $7,000  which 
he  had  expended  in  the  affair  of  Borr;  and  if  this 
assurance  be  correct,  it  is  impossible  that  my 
right  to  double  rations  at  Natchitoches^  and  to 
triple  rations  at  New  Orleans,' can,  in  any  shape 
-whatever,  be  affected  by  his  allowance.'* 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  the  charge 
against  him  for  the  freight  of  flour  and  apples 
from  Baltimore  to  Charleston,  thence  by  a  pub- 
lic vessel  to  the  Havana;  dbc.,  I  observe  that,  on 
the  examination  of  the  accounts  exhibited  to  the 
United  States,  by  the  assistant  military  agent  at 
Charleston,  it  appears  that,  in  February,  1809,  a 
payment  was  made  upon  the  order  of  General 
James  Wilkinson  for  the  freight  and  charges  of 
the  schooner  Wolf,  from  Baltimore  to  Chariest 
ton,  amountinff  to  $1,099,  in  full  for  the  passages 
of  General  Wilkinson,  Major  Saunders,  Major 
Robinson,  Captain  Williams,  and  Consul  Ander- 
son, and  twenty-five  non:CommisssiOBed  officers, 
musicians,  and  privates,  and  waiters  with  their 
baggage,  including  fifty  barrels  <of  flour,  and 
twelve  barrels  of  apples  for  Gkneral  Wilkinson, 
from  Baltimore  to  Charleston,  where,  I  have 
been  informed,  they  embarked  on  board  the  brig 
Hornet  for  the  Havana,  on  their  way  to  New 
Orleans;  and  conceiving  that  the  payment  for 
the  passage  of  General  Wilkinson  and  Consul 
Anderson^  and  the  freight  for  the  flour  and  apples 
was  an  improper  charge  against  the  United 
States,  I  dia  accordingly  charge  the  amount  of 
these  objects,  being  (425,  to  the  personal  account 
of  General  Wilkinson. 


In  answer  to  your  inquiry  of  the  amount  of 
moneys  paid  by  Captain  Moses  Hooke,  as  mili- 
tary agent  at  Pittsburffj  to  Ckneral  Wilkinson, 
or  upon  his  order,  and  for  what  purpose.  On 
reference  to  the  accounts  of  Moses  Hooke,  as  as- 
sistant military  agent,  he  has  paid  to  sundry  per- 
sons for  a  boat,  and  fitting  her  up,  to  transport 
the  General  and  family  to  New  Or- 
leans        -     $199  65 

Paid  to  the  General  on  account,  for 
which  Jie  gave  his  receipt  on  the 
14th  of  May,  1805,  to  be  accounta- 
ble to  the  Accountant  of  the  War 
Department,  for  -  -  -  -  700  00 
Paid  to  John  Dickey,  Samuel  Thomp- 
son, John  Frush,  John  Philips,  and 
James  Cook,  for  wagoning  from 
Washington  City.  Baltimore,  and 
Philadelphia,  to  Pittsburg,  on  the 
order  of  General  Wilkinson,  under 
date  of  the  14ih  of  May,  1805, 
amounting  to  -       -       -       -       -       262  96 


The  whole  amounting  to 


»1,162  61 


All  Of  which  I  hare  charged  to  the  personal  ac- 
count of  General  Wilkinson,  because  the  two 
first  sums  were  for  his  own  personal'  account, 
and  Captain  Peter  was  furnished  with  money  to 
defray  all  proper  transport  of  baggage  to  Pitts- 
burg, in  May,  1805. 

It  may  here  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that 
Moses  Hooke's  account,  as  quartermaster  Gen- 
eral to  the  ei^ditron  to  the  Sabine,  appointed 
by  GeQeral  Wilkinson,  stands  charged,  on  the 
books  of  my  office,  to  warrants  on  the  Treasurer, 
with  the  sum  of  916.883  12,  being  the  amount  of 
sundry  bills  drawn  by  him  on  the  Secretary  of 
War,  in  October  and  November^  1806,  and  Janu- 
ary, 1807.  No  such  appK>intment  as  Quarter- 
master General  is  authorized  by  law,  neither  is 
there  any  particular  appropriation,  or  head  of 
eipenditure  to  which  such  payments  are  charg^ 
able.  I  haVe  repeatedlv  called  upon  Captain 
Hooke  to  produce  voucners  for  the  expenditure 
of  the  above  sum,  which  he  has  never  done.  In 
a  conversation  with  him.  not  long  since,  he  ob- 
served, that  a  -considerable  sum  of  money  had 
been  drawn  out  of  his  hands,  bv  General  Wilkinson 
on  account  of  services,  ana  for  which  he  onlj 
had  the  General's  receipt.  Captain  Hooke  is 
now  out  of  service,  and  his  account  has  been  re- 
ported to  the  Treasury  for  a  suit.  It  mtLj  also 
be  proper  to  observe,  that  if  General  Wilkinsoa 
has  received  money  from  Mr.'  Hooke  for  secret 
services,  that  his  account  already  stands  charged 
on  the  books  of  my  office,  with  a  further  ftum  of 
$2,500,  received  on  the  10th  of  January,  1807, 
from  Abraham  D.  Abrahams,  the  military  agent 
at  Neiv  Orleans,  for  the  like  purpose^  and  that, 
on  the  10th  of  January,  1809,  he  obtained  a  cer- 
tificate from  the  President  of  the  United  States 
for  a  warrant  upon  the  Treasury,  and.  received 
payment  for  the  sum  of  ^;i963  expressed  as  be- 
10^  for  50  much  disbursed  by  him  for  objects  in 
relation  to  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse 
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beiweea  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations. 
Why  this  anount  was  not  directed  to  be  passed 
to  the  credit  of  secret  service  money,  charged  to 
him  on  my  books,  I  am.at  a  loss  to  say. 

In  answer  to  your  inquiry  relative  to  the  pur- 
cbi^  of  horses  from  Frederick  Sandhagen,  I  ob- 
served, on  the  examination  of  the  accounts  of 
Abraham  D.  Abrahams,  military  agent  at  New 
Orleans,  that  in  May,  1809,  General  Wilkinson 
directed  to  be  purchased,  and  approved  for  pay- 
ment to  Frederick  Sandhagen,  the  fium  of  $800, 
for  five  horses  purchased  from  him,  one  of  which 
is  stated  to  be  for  the  light  artillery.  This  cre- 
mated some  surprise,  that  more  horses  should  be 
purchased  at  New  Orleans,  in  addition  to  the 
artillery  horses  that  were  sent  down  the  river  with 
the  light  artillery,  when  hay  was  at  seventy  dol- 
lars per  ton.  and  oats  at  one  dollar  per  bushel. 
The  charge  for  the  horses  was,  therefore,  suspend- 
ed till  Captain  Peter  arrived,  who  was  inquired 
of  respecting  the  horses  purchased.  He  then 
stated  that  the  five  horses  purchased  from  Sand- 
hagen were  part  of  eleven  horses  purchased  by 
MiO^^  ^^'''''^'')  ^^  Kentucky,  for  General  Wil- 
kinson ;  that  the  General  had  ordered  him  (Cap- 
tain Peter)  when  he  was  about  to  descend  the 
Ohio,  to  stop  in  the  river  to  take  on  board  his 
boats  the  horses  purchased  for  the  General  by 
Major  Morrison.  He  accord  ingly.received  eleven 
horses,  and  that^  by  so  doing,  he  was  detained 
several  days  with  three  or  four  hundred  men, 
.at  a  considerable  expense  to  the  United  States ; 
that,  finally  ihej  were  taken  on  board  the  public 
boats,  and,  until  their  arrival  at  New  Orleans, 
were  supported  out  of  the  public  forage,  of  which 
there  was  a  deal  laid  in  for  the  use  of  the  horses 
beionffing  to  the  light  artillery;  that,  upon  reach- 
ing New  Orleans,  the  horses  were  delivered  up 
as  the  private  property  of  the  General ;  that  the 
five  sold  to  the  United  States  were  charged  at 
an  extravagant  high  price;  and  that  Ff^rick 
Sandhagen  was  formerly  an  old  hack  driver  in 
this  city,  apd  was,  at  the  time  of  selling  the 
horses,  a  servant  to  General  Wilkinson,  and  not 
likely  to  be  owner  of  horses. 

I  also  found  that  the  eleven  horses,  before  any 
part  had  been  sold  to  the  United  States,  bad  been 
Kept  and  shod  at  the  pubhc  expense.  All  of 
which  I  communicated  to  Mr.  Eustis,  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  who  immediately  wrote  on  to 
New  Orleans,  and  ordered  all  the  horses  sold 
that  could  be  doae  without.  There  was  accord- 
ingly upwards  pf  twenty  sold,  and  •  only  foar  tc- 
tained  for  the  use  of  the  Army. 

In  answer  to  your  in(^uiry  relative  to  the  man- 
ner of  his  drawing  public  moneys  from  the  pay- 
masters and  agents,  and  if  any  was  for  objects 
unauthorized  and  improper,  I  observe,  that  he 
has  generally  drawn  what  he  was  legally  entitled 
to  by  anticipation;  and  that  he  has  been  frequently 
in  the  habit,  aod  does  draw  money  from  the 
payibasters  and  public  agents,  which  are  unau- 
thorized by  law.  I  have  consequently  been  oom- 
pelled  to  charge  all  such  disbursements  to  his 
personal  account;  and  thereby  considerably  in- 
creasing the  balance  standing  to  his  debit  on  the 


books  of  this  office,  which  I  have  repcMdly 
urged  him  to  account  for,  as  may  be  seen  bf  ny 
letters  of  the  20th  February,  33d  March,  aad  16ih 
November,  1808,  copies  of  which  haveaindf 
been  before  the  House  of  Representatives. 

WM.  SIMMONS. 

Washington  CitYj  District  qfColumbia^Kl: 
Personalty  appeared  before  me,  the  sobscriber, 
an  assistant  judge  of  the  circuit  court  for  the 
district,  William  Simmons,  who  subscribed  the 
above  statement,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holj 
Evangelists  of  Almighty^  Qod,  that  what  is  con- 
tained therein,  as  far  as  is  represented  tjiereioto 
be  of  his  own  knowledge,  is  true,  and  that  whick 
is  stated  to  be  from  information  of  others  aod 
from  documents,  he  believes  to  be  true. 
Given  under  my  hand  this  13ih  April,  1810. 
B.  THRUSTON. 


P. — Captain  Peter's  deposition. 

Captain  George  Peter, of  Georgetown,  appetre^ 
before  the  committee  in  the  Capitol,  on  Tbandif, 
the  12th  of  April,  1810,  and  made,  on  otik,tk 
following  statement: 

IfUerrogcUory  1st.  What  do  you  know  reUtife 
to  General  Wilkinson's  bavins  directed  tod  ef- 
fected the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  by  Cy- 
tain  Moses  Hooke,  Military  Agent  for  the  Uiiiud 
States,  for  the  traos porta tioQ  of  private  propertj 
from  Baltimore  to  Pittsburg,  in  the  year  1805! 

Answer.  General  Wilkinson,  in  April  or  Maf, 
1805,  directed  me  to  pay  to  one  or  two  wagoaers, 
the  transportation  of  property  from  Baltioioreto 
Pittsburg.  I  informed  the  Okaeral  that,  as  agcot 
to  the  detachment,  I  had  paid  all  the  mfoetn 
employed  by  me  for  the  command.  He  ibMpre 
an  order  to  Captain  Moses  Hooke,  ageai  at  Fi(^ 
burg,  to  pay  the  amount  of  the  wagoners' elain, 
the  General  first  paying  the  transponitioa of  & 
few  articles  brought  on  in  the  same  wagouj^ 
himself.  I  know  that  thegoods  thus  transpoited 
and  paid  for  by  the  said  Captain  Hooke. agiteaw 
to  the  order  of  General  Wilkinson,  was  printt 
pro|>etty,  and  no  way  appertaioing  lo  the  Doblie 
service.  The  amount  may  be  ascertained  bir  le 
ference  to  the  books  of  the  accounting  ofiec* 
This  payment  Vas  made  to  a  man  by  the  um» 
of  Frusb.  On  our  arrival  at  Massac,  Capttii 
McClelland  was  furnished  with  a  tent,  by  t» 
order  of  General  Wilkinson,  for  storing  tbeafot^ 
said  merchandise.  The  said  merchandise  «i» 
also  trapsported  from  Massac  to  St.  liouis,  io  pw* 
lie  boata,  which  occasioned  the  expense  ^'^'^.'r' 
ditional  boat  for  the  transportation  of  the  public 
property.  . 

Interrogatory  2d.  What  do  you  know  reUttTe 
to  General  Wilkinson's  detaining  the  troopt  at 
Louisville,  in  the  Win|er  of  1809,  for  the  pucpfl* 
of  receiving  a  quantity  of  horses  belongiag  ^ 
General  Wilkinson  ? 

Answer.  A  detaohment  consisting  of  ai^^' 
panics,  embarked  on  beard  of  about  twenty  Ken- 
tucky boats,  arrived  at  Louisville  in  the  robroiaf 
of  the  27th  of  February,  and  continued  ili««/*J 
the  evening  of  the  28th,  waiting  the  arrival  » 
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Major  Mprrisoo  with  General  Wilkinson's  horses, 
aboat  nine  or  ten  in  noniber.  This  delay  was  by 
the  order  of  General  Wilkinson.  These  horses 
were  the  private  property  of  Genera!  Wilkinson, 
and  were  fed  and  taken  care  of  at  pnblie  expense 
till  our  arrival  at  New  Orleans,  which  was  the 
latter  part  of  March ;  also,  that  a  public  boat  was 
provided  for  the  accommodation  of  said  horses, 
at  an  expense  of  not  l^ss  than  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. On  our  arrival  at  New  Orleans  the  said 
horses  were  delivered  to  the  order  of  Colonel 
Parker.  About  the  month  of  May,  of  the  same 
year,  four  of  the  same  horses  were  purchased  by 
Abraham  D.  Abrahams,  Military  Agent  at  New 
Orleans,  for  the  use  of  the  United  States ;  that 
three  of  them  were  very  indifferent 
DiSTBicT  OP  Columbia,  Waahingtan  Co, 

Georgbtown,  AprU  28, 1810. 
Came  Captain  George  Peter  before  me,  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  the  county  aforesaid^  and 
made  oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty 

I      Gk>d  to  the  truth  of  the  foregoing  statement. 

!  8worn  to  before 

THOMAS  CORCORAN. 


W.-^-Beposition  oif  Captain  Williams. 
I  left  the  port  of  Baltimore  on  the  24th  of  Jan- 
uary, 1800,.  on  board  the  schooner  Wolf,  in  com- 
pany wilh  GeQ€ial  Wilkiaaoi^ ;  fifty  barrels  of 
flour  having  been  put  on  board  belonging  to  the 
G^eral.  On  our  arrival  at  Charleston,  flour  was 
taken  from  the  schooner,  and  put  on  board  the 
United  States' brig  Hornet^  in  which  Teasel  we 
^sailed  for  Ibe  Havana.  Of  the  flour  taken  to  the 
Havana,  a  few  barrels  were  presented  to  the  Gen- 
eral of  Marine,  an  officer  of  the  Spanish  Gbvern- 
EDent,  by  General  Wilkinson. 

Questioru  What  do  vou  believe  was  the  quan- 
tity of  flour  put  on  board  the  brig  Hornet  at 
Charleston,  and  taken  to  the  Havana  1 
.  Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  all  the  flour  shipped 
at  Baltimore  was  taken  to  the  Havana,  hot  be- 
lieve that  more,  thjin  one-half  did  arrive  there: 
a  few  barrels  may  have  been  got  rid  of  at  Charles-' 
ton. 

WM.  E.  WILLIAMS. 

WAetaiifOTOit  oocNTT,  ss: 

On  this  24th  April,  1810^  before  the  subscriber, 
ajustice  of  the  peace  for  said  cpuntyj  appeared 
William  E.  Williams,  and  made  oath  in  due  form, 
that  the  facts  stated  in  the  within  writing  are 
true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

Sworn  before  and  subscribed. 

DANIEL  RAPINE. 

H^ — ^Deposition  of  John  Smith. 

Personally  appeared  before  the  committee,  John 
Smith,  Chief  Clerk  in  the  Department  of  War, 
aod,  on  oath,  oiade  the  follpwing  statement  r 

That,  hi  the  Summer  of  the  year  1808,  some- 
time afier  Ihe  determination  of  the  miiiUfv  oourt 
of  inquiry  ealted  for  the  investigation  of  the  con«- 
doct  of  Qeneral  Wilkinson,  the  papers  relating  to 
that  trial  were  in  the  Wttr  Office,  lying  oh  the 


Secretary's  table.  In  a  few  weeks  after  the  pa- 
pers were  in  that  office,  Greneral  Wilkinson  oitme 
there,  and  after  transacting  some  hairiness,  and  as 
he  was  aj)parently  about  to  leave  the  office^  took 
up  the  said  papers  from  the  table,  observing,  at 
the  time,  that  they^belonged  to  him^or  that  they 
were  promised  to  hitn;  t>n  which  he  took  the  pa- 
pers out  of  the  office ;  sioce  which  lime  I  have 
not  seen  the  said  papers  in  the  office,  or  heard  of 
their  being  there. 

InUrrogatory  1st.  Did  you  object  to  General 
Wilkinson's  taking  efi* the  papers? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recolleot  making  any  obiec- 
tioo,  as  the  transaction  was  sudden,  and  tne  Gen- 
eral represented  that  they  belonged  to  him,  or  had 
been  promised  to  him,  I  do  not  remember  which 
expression.  <  ' 

hOerrogcUary  M.  Jy'i^  you  inform  the  Sfecre- 
tary  of  War  of  the  transaction  ? 

Amswer.  I  believe  I  did ;  and  that  he  made  no^ 
reply,  to  my  recollection. 

Washington  county.  District  of  Columbia^  ss : 
Personally  appeared  before  me,  one  of  the  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  for  the  said  county,  John  Smjth, 
Chief  Clerk  in  the  Department  of  War.  and  made 
oath  on  the  Holy  Evangelists  of  Almighty  God, 
that  the  within  and  foregoing  statement  and  an- 
swers to  the  foregoing  interrogatories  are  true,  to 
the  best  of  his  recollection  and  belief.  Sworn, 
this  17th  April,  1810,  before 

WILLIAM  THORNTON. 


Letter  from  the  Aoeenntant  of  the  Departaient  of  War* 

DEPARTMENT  OF  WaR, 

AccowiUcmVs  Office,  AprU  19,  fSlO. 
Sin:  Agreeably  to  the  request  contained  in 
your  letter  of  yesterday,  I  have  the  honor  to  en- 
>;|oat  yon  copies  of  the  lolfowingaoeounts  required 
by  the  oommit^ee  af>pointed  to  iaqaire  into  the 
oonductof  Brigadier -Genaral  James  Wilkiasoo. 
viz:  -  •  ' 

A.  Copy  of  the  account,  payment  of"  whieh 
was  ordered  by  General  Wilkinson,  for  freight  of 
^our,  &.C.  from  Baltimore  to  Charleston. 

B.  Copies  of  accounts  for  cartage  of  baggage 
by  Fru^h  and  others,  tp  Pittsburg,  in  1805. 

C.  Copy  of  the  account  of  Frederick  Sandha- 
gen  for  horses  sold  the  United  States,  and  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson's  order  for  payment. 

D.  Copy  of  vouchers  Nos.  10,  ^Saod  24,  for  pay- 
mentii.  aiade  b^.  Liedttnent  George  Peter  for  ex- 
penses attending  the  majrch-of  a  detachment  of 
troops  from  Butimore,  Washington  City,  and 
Carlisle  to  Pituburg,  in  1805. . 

In  reply  to  your  request  that  I  would  fornith 
copicfi  of  any  other  documents  or  fmpers  in  my 
office,  which  I  might  think  would  aid  in  the  in- 
quiry, I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  as  the  accounts 
of  Gfeneral  Wilkinson,  in  relation  to  this  Depart- 
ment, are  of  considerable  extent,  it  would  be  im- 
practicable to  furnish  copies  of  the  whole,  within 
any  reasonable  period,  if  they  were ;  this,  how- 
eveTj  it  is  presomable,  is  not  necessary.  Any 
partieuiar  part,  or  any  vonchers  in  relation  to  any 
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particular  circumstance,  which  the  committee 
may  require,  shall  be  furnished  w-ithout  dela^. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
seryant, 

WM.  SIMMONS,  ilccoun^an^. 

The  Hon.  Wm.  Euetis,  Secretary  df  War. 


A4 — Copy  of  the  account,  payment  of  which  was  or- 
dered by  General  Wilkinson,  for  freight  of  flour,  dtc 
from  Baltimore  to  Charleston. 
No.  12. 
The  United  States  to  Levin  Jones  Dr. 

February  28, 1809.  For  freight  of  the  schooner 
Wolf,  from  Baltimore  to  Charleston,  employed 
for  the  transportation  of  General  Jamea  Wil- 
kinson, Major  Saunders,  Major  Robinson,  Cap- 
tain Williams,  Consul  Anderson,  twenty- five 
non-commissioned  officers,  musicians,  and  pri- 
vates, with  their  baggage^  dbc       -        -  $1,000 

For  three  days'  demurrage  at  Norfolk,  at 
$30  per  day  -        -        -        -       -        -         90 

For  three  days'  detenUon,  pilot  at  Norfolk, 
at  S3  per  day        -        -        -        -        -  9 

,     yi,099 


NOTE. 

General  Wilkinson's  baggage,  including  fifty  bar- 
rels of  flour,  and  twelve  barrels  of  apples    $375 

Major  Saunders,  Major  Robinson,  Capt. 
Williams,  and  Consul  Anderson,  at  $50 
each    -        -  .     .'      -       -       -       -       200 

Tweoty-five  non-conlmissioQed  officers, 
musicians,  privates,  and  waiters,  at  $17 
each 425 


$1,000 


Received  at  Charleston,  February  28,  1808,  of 
Lieotenat  Samuel  Champlain,  assistant  military 
agentfor  South  Carolina,  one  thousand  and  ninety- 
nine  dollars  in  full  of  the  above  account^  having 
signed  triplicates  of  same  tenor  and  date.  $1,099. 

LEVIN  JONES. 

The  within  account  is  correct  and  just,  and  I 
hereby  direct  Lieutenant  Samuel  Champlain,  as- 
sistant military  agei^t  for  South  Carolina^  to  dis- 
charge the  same. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Department  op  War, 

AccmrUamVe  Office^  Afril  19, 1810. 
I  aertify  that  this  paper  contains  a  true  copy 
of  voucher  No.  12.  for  payments  made  by  Sam- 
uel Champlain,  and  charge^  in  his  account  to  the 
United  Slates. 

WM.  SIMMONS,  Accountant. 

B^ — Copies  of  accounts  for  cartage  of  baggage  by 
Fruah,  and  others,  to  PitUburg,  in  1805. 
No.  7. 
Pittsburg,  Ma^  14, 1805. 
Abstract  of  disbursements  made  for  the  trans- 
portation of  General  James  Wilkinson's  bag- 


gage and  stores,  from  Washington  City,  BiHi- 
more  and  Philadelphia,  to  Pittsburg. 

1805.  April  27.  This  sum  paid  James  Dickey,  pn 
voucher  No  1      -        7       -       -      -  J72 12 

1805.  April  27.    This  sum  paid  Samuel 
Thompson,  per  voucher  No.  2      -       -  85  44 

1805.  May  7.  This  sum  paid  John  Frnslr, 
per  voucher  No.  3        -        -       -       -  3150 

1805.  May  6.  This  sum  paid  John  Phil- 
lips, per  voucher  No.  4        -       -       -  58  50 

1805.  May  11.  This  sum  paid  Jas.  Cook, 
per  voucher  No.  5        -        -       -       -   15  40 

26296 

The  assistant  military  agent  wiltdisebargetiie 
above,  and  place  to  account  of  public  trtospoc 
for  military  service. 

JAMBS  WILKINSON. 

Departmbnt  of  War, 
Accountant's  Office,  April  19, 1807. 
t  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  copy  of  fooeb- 
er  No.  7,  accompanied  with  the  copies  of  the sa^ 
ordinate  vouchers  Nos.  L  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  for  pif- 
ment  made  by  Captain  'Moses  Hooke,  tsiisuit 
military  agent,  at  Pittsburg,  and  charged  by  bin 
to  the  United  States. 

WILLIAM  SIMMONS, 
AcccfwUant  War  Department, 


Db. 


No.  1. 
The  United  States  to  James  Dickey, 
To  transporting  sundry  packaoea  (Qeaeral  Wil- 
kinson's baggage)  from  Wasbingioo  Citjr,  to 
Piltsburff,  weigning  1,202  pounds,  at  fix  fr- 
iars per  hundred  weight  -  -  'P212 
$72  12.  .  == 

Received,  Pittsburg,  April  27th,  1806,  of  Un- 
tenant Moses  Hooke,  serenty-two  dotttntAd 
twelve  cents  in  full  of  the  above  accouat.  Si{B- 
ed  duplicates. 

JAMES  DICKEY. 


The  United  States  to  Samuel  Thompsoa^ 
To  transporting  sundry  packages  (Geaeral  Wil- 
kinson's baggage^  from  Washington  Ciif  w 
Pittsburg,  weighing  1,351  pounds,  at  six  ^ 
lars  per  hundred  pounds  -  -  -(81(^ 
To  ditto,  one  box,  No.  17,  not  included  in 
invoice,  weight  seventy-three  pounds, 
at  six  dollars        -        -        -       -       -    4  ^ 

«85  44,  . 

i^eceived,  Pittsburg,  April  27,  1005^  of  Iii«' 
tenant  Hook^e,  eighty-five  dollars  aad  fortf4b« 
oents  in  fuU4>f  the  abote  account.  Signed  da- 
pUcatea^ 

JOSEPH  X  RYAN,  for  ^ 
SAMUEL  THOMPSON. 
Witnesa:  N.^Pinkmiy. 
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No.  3. 
Tbe  United  States  to  John  Frosh, 


Db. 


Received,  Pittsburg,  May  7,  1865,  of  Captain 
Moses  Hooke,  thirtf-one  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in 
foil  of  the  above  aceoont    Sisned  dufriicates. 

JOHN  FRUSH. 

No.  4. 

Tbe  United  States  to  Jolin  Phillips,  Db. 
1805.  May  6.  To  transporting  sundry  packages 
from  Baltimore  to  Pittsburg,  (QeneraiWilkm^ 
ton's  baggage,^  weiflhing  one  thousand  three 
hundred  pounds,  at  four  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  hundred  pounds    -       -       -       -  #6850 


Reeeived,  Pittsburg*  May  6, 1805,  of  Captain 
Moses  Hooke,  fifty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  contain 
full  of  the  above  account.    Signed  duplicates. 
JOHN  PHILLIPS. 

No.  5. 

The  United  States  to  James  Cook,         Db. 

To  transfMrting  from  Philadelphia  to  Pituburg 

one  cask  (€ren«  Wilkinson's  baggage)  weigb- 

ing  two  hundred  and  eighty  net,  at  five  dollars 

and  fifty  ceau     -  .     -       -       -       -  gl5  40 


Received,  Pituburs^,  May  11. 1805,  of  Captain 
Moses  Hook,  fifteen  dollars  and  forty  cents  in  full 
of  ihe  above  aeoounu    Sigaed  duplicates. 

Dbpabtment  op  War, 
Accountant's  Office,  April  19, 1810. 
I  certify  that  the  above,  and  foregoing,  contain 
copies  of  subordinate  vouchers,  Nos.  1,  2, 3, 4,  and 
5,  to  voacher  No.  7,  («  copy  of  which  is  hereunto 
annexed,)  for  payments  made  by  Captain  Moses 
Hooke,  assistant  inilitary  agent  at  Pittsburg,  aAd 
charged  by  him  to  the  United  States. 

WILLIAM  SIMMONS. 
Acanmtanl  Department  of  War. 

Cri — Copy  of  the  sooount  of  Frederick  Qsndhagen,  ibr 
horses  told- the  United  SUtesi  and  of  Oenerml  WU- 
kinson's  order  for  psjment 

No.  6. 
The  United  States  to  Ffederick  Sandhagen,  Db. 
1809.  May  13.  For  one  sorrel  horse  with  a  star, 

six  years  old,  16  hands  high  ^  -  -  $165 
One  brown  bay  do.  five  years  old,  15i  hands 

high 150 

One  ])right  bay  do.  six  years  old,  15  bands 

high  •  -  .  -  .  -  -  135 
One  do.  do.  seven  years  old,  15^  hands  high, 

left  hind  foot  white         -       -       -       -    150 

Approved  for  payment, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 


Received  of  Abraham  D.  Abrahams,  military 
agent,  tbe  sum  of  six  Jiundred  dollars,  for  which 
I  have  signed  dupll<^ate  receipts. 

F.  SANDHAGEN. 

Witness:  P.  Rivbry. 

The  following  endorsement  is  on  the  account 
of  which  th^  foregoing  is  a  copy  : 
"  Received  the  within  number  of  horses. 
"  J.  GIBSON, 
*^lAeut.  and  Brigade  QuartermaeterJ'* 

DEPARTMENT  OP  WaR, 

Accountant's  Opfige,  April  19,  1810, 
I  certify  that  tbe  within  is  a  copy  of  voucher 
No.  6,  for  payment  made  by  Abraham  D.  Abra- 
hams, military  agent  at  New  Orleans,  and  charg- 
ed in  his  account  to  tbe  United  States. 

WILLIAM  SIMMONS^ 
Accountant  Department  of  War. 


No.  13. 

The  United  States  to  Frederick  Sandhagen,  Dr. 

To  one  ba]r  horse,  five  years  old,  16  hands  high, 
black  tail  and  mane,  for  use  of  light  in- 
fantry    -       .       -       -       ^       .       -  jt200 

Received,  New  Orleans,  29th  May,  1809,  of 
Abraham  D.Abrahams,  military  agent,  two  bun* 
dred  dollars,  in  full  of  the  above.  Signed  dupli- 
cates. F.  SANDHAGEN. 

Witness:  P.  Rivert. 

Department  op  War, 
Accountant's  Oppicb,  April  19, 1810. 
I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  copy  of  voucher 
No.  13,  for  payment  made  by  Abraham  D.  Abra* 
hama,  military  agent  at  New  Orleans,  and  charg- 
ed in  his  account  to  the  United  States. 
W.  SIMMpNS, 
Accountant  Department  of  War. 

D.^-Copy  of  youchert  Note.  19,  23,  and  24,  for  pay* 
ments  made  by  Lieutenant  Qieorge  Peter,  for  ex- 
penses attending  Uie  march  of  a  detachment  of 
troops  from  Baltimore,  Washington  City,  and  Car^ 
lisle  to  Pittsburg,  in  1805. 

No.  19. 

Bedpord,  April  29, 1805. 
Received  of  Lieutenant  George  Peter,  the  sum 
of  siity  dollars,  in  full,  for  transporting  the  ba^* 
gaffe  or  Lieutenant  Gates  and  detachment,  to  this 
pSce.  NICHOLAS  SPONSOR, 

his  Xmark. 
Witness:  Samuel  Gates. 


No.  33. 

Pittsburg,  Mtty  5, 1805. 
Received  of  Lieutenant  George  Peter,  the  suok 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  dollars,  in  full,  for 
transporting  the  baggage  of  the  detachment  under 
the  command  of  Captain  McClellan,^  from  Balti- 
more to  Pittsburg. 

JOHN  FRUSH. 
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No.  24. 

Pittsburg,,  May  5, 1805. 
lUceived  of  Lieoteoant  George  Peter,  thesam 
of  one  hundred  and  eighty-four  dollars,  in  full, 
for  transporting  baggage  of  the  detachment  of 
troops  nndercommand  of  Captain  Mcdlellan. 
HORATIO  TRUNDLE, 

Witness:  N,  PlNKNET,  L<. 

Depa&tmbnt  of  War, 
AccourUani's  Qfice,  Ajnil  19,  1810. 
I  certify  that  the  within  are  copies  ^f  vouchers 
Nos.  19,  23,  and  24,  for  payments  made  by  Lieu- 
tenant George  Peter,  charged  in  his  account 
against  the  United  States,  for  expenses  attending 
the  march  of  a  detachment  of  troops  fjom  Balti- 
more, Washington  City,  and  Carlisle,  to  Pitts- 
burg. W.  SIMMONS,  ilccf.  Dep.  War. 

'No.7L 
It  is  a  fact,  that  oqr  fool  has  written  to  liis  con- 
temptible fabricator,  that  you  had  declared  if  you 


had  children,  you  would  teach  them  toeunetbe 
United  States  as  soon  as  they  were  abte  to  lisp. 
and  he  fare  the  mayor  and  Gorljr  for  tathtn. 
Cette  b^te  is  at  present  up  to  the  cfaia  in  foUf  ud 
vanity;  he  cknnot  be  supported  miieh  loBfer; 
for.  Burr  or  no  Burr,  we  shall  have  a  revolt, diie 
is  not  removed  speed  ily.  The  momeot  Boat^ute 
compromisea  with  Great  Britain  will  betiieig- 
nal  for  a  general  rising  of  French  aad  Spuiuis, 
and  if  the  Americans  do  not  join,  they  will  not 
oppose.  Take  carej  attspicion  is  abroad*,  to 
you  have  a  friend  worth  having.  You  will « 
Livingston's  philippic  to  W******** ;  it  is  re- 
plete with  falsehooos,  and  is  laughed  at  here^ 
everybody.  So  much  for  the  establishment  of 
an  impure  character. 

Yours,  R.E. 

Workman  and  Kerr  have  been  diseorerri  it 
an  intrigue  to  corrupt  the  Army  and  to  ploi^ 
the  bau.  It  is  sa(d  that  Lieatenant  W.  i 
Murray  haa  detected  them. 

D.  C,  £sq. 


No.  27.— PAPERS  RELATING  TO  THE  TOBACCO  TRANSACTION. 

1788.Sale$  of  165  hhffy,  tobacco.  28  caske  buUer,  22  caeke  Usrd.and  159  to«#,  rteeMi  (^Mif 
Durm  and  diipoeea  of  for  account  of  James  Wiikinsonj  Eeq^  Kentucky, 


Casks. 

To  whom  sold. 

Hhda, 
tobacco. 

Hama. 

Waiglit. 

Pric*. 

Paper. 

8i«er. 

I  -r  ■ 

Butter. 

Lard. 

^ 

ToOovemment      -        .       • 

137 

118,466 

36  as. 

IIOJBWW 

His  Excellency 

(    . 

109 

His  Excellency 

6 

78 

Mr.  Navarro  - 

66 

' 

^ir.  Navarro  - 

.  - 

« 

77 

OJontadore 

51 

Contadore 

6 

78 

77 

3    ; 

f  19  OS 

Clarke  dc  Reea— Auditor 

,8 

ai 

^ 

796 

Clarke  4  Reea—Piemas 

78 

li 

14  06 

Clarke  &  Reea-^Piemas 

6 

60 

3 

.16!N> 

Bon  Andres  Armesto 

74 

Bon  Andres  Armesto 

6 

64 

Cash      - 

91 

H 

6  04 

Mr.  Morales   - 

- 

116 

H 

31  06 

Jacob  Cowper^waite 

78 

H 

14  06 

Jacob  Cowperthwaite 

%6 

H 

704 

Mr.  Morales    -        . 

46 

3 

11  OS 

Mr.  Guerin     - 

53 

4 

16  03 

Mr.  Brion       -        -        • 

68 

Mts.  BofoFesI 

Clarke  Sc  Reea        . 

73 

3 

19  03 

Clarke  dt  Rees 

209 

• 

309 

H 

39  01 

Clarke  dt  Rees 

60 

3 

13  04 

James  Jones  • 

77 

James  Jones  - 

76 

Cash      -        .        -        . 

64 

3 

30  00 

Cash      .        -        .        ' 

33 

600 
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No.  27.— ContiDned. 
Jamee  Wilkinson,  Egq,,  in  account  current  with  Clarke  f  JReea, 


Casks. 

To  whom  fold. 

JluuS. 

tobacco. 

.   - 

UdUUS. 

Treigfat. 

Price. 

Paper. 

dihren 

Gutter. 

Laid; 

31wke  A  R«6»— Treasiirjwr     - 

70 

2 

19  00 

?Urke  dc  Ree»^Tr«ftmirer     • 

48 

2 

10  06 

3a«h     .....       - 

5« 

2 

14  00 

^ohn  Madiev          -        .        - 

ft 

18 

2 

4  04^ 

, 

dr.Monlta  .... 

144 

U 

27  08 

/larke  dc  Rec«— Marcon 

*" 

67 

2 

16  06 

Harke  &  Rees — Marcof 

' 

57 

H 

10  05 

Clarke  dt  ReM^ViHwraso      . 

. 

- 

60 

2 

It  04 

)lariLe  dt  Re«-^yiy«T«flo^     . 

80 

li 

5  05 

Harke  6c  Rees*- Mr.  Maxent . 

78 

2 

19  04 

Clarice  dt  Rem— Mr.  Maxent  - 

80 

H 

•    15  00 

Ir.Dow        .... 

1 

76 

fr.  Dow        .... 

-• 

6P 

)a.h      .        :        .        . 

56 

ij 

10  04 

:tek^A  Rom— Pordomo      . 

80 

2 

7  04 

;aflb 

14 

3 

4  08 

;adi      • 

•       ... 

17 

5  04 

^aah      ' 

.... 

8 

2 

2  00 

;ash      . 

.... 

17 

2i 

5  04 

;adi      - 

.... 

% 

2 

2  00 

^•A      ' 

...,-, 

, 

78 

20  sons 

14  04 

)aah 

•       •        •        . 

SO 

li 

8  06 

^ 

)aah 

.... 

67 

2 

16  06 

i(r.  PaiU«lba. 

69 

2 

17  02 

kf.  La  Vmebaom  .       .       . 

./ 

60 

2 

15  00 

owhTarel. 

kfr.  Jourdaiii          ... 

82 

IJ. 

15  06 

' 

39 

U 

7  02 

ooeph  Farel  .... 

12 

100 

H 

18  06 

At.  Conway  .... 

68 

Kb-.  Conway  .... 

54 

oaef^Tarel. 
kCr.  Ballinger 

10 

86 
80 

ij. 

66  00 

EEoward  and  othert,  wko  re- 

' 

tomod  to  Kentucky    . 

10 

94 

Jatisto 

60 

ij  ■ 

11  02 

5a«h 

64 

li 

12  00 

l€r.  Johm,  three  fbu      .       - 

. 

89  04 

3aah^  160  Iba.  tobacco    - 

. 

• 

9  04 

•**,   Kan^                 -                                -.               - 

R 

jn  nana        •       •       *       .|        -      j        •»!        -  \^»  ■w»iw«. 

612  00 

$10,887  04 

fflS  p^imr  dollars,  at  169  per  cent.         .        .      '.        ... 

, 

■ 

402  05 

•11,290  01 

Chargei,  viz  : 

>aid  for  two  blocks  for  the  press       ...... 

4 

Fite  men  for  one  day's  work  at  ditto          .... 

4 

3fr.  Maitain,  foir  two  days' work  of  a  negro 

1 

Jean  Jeanas,  per  receipt    -        .        .       -.       ... 

10 

Six  ells  Osnabniga,  intended  to  make  canots      ... 

8 

Pardomo,  foes  on  discharging     -        .        •        .        - 

28 

, 

Elienne,  for  one  day's  work  of  three  negroes      •   ^    . 

2 

Don  Andres,  for  hire  of  his  negro  John 

8 

James  Jones,  for  two  demijohns  mm  ..... 

80 

Cartage  of  provisions  and  tobacco      ..... 

4 

Hire  of  Prince  and  Lancaster,  from  June  13  to  Jnly  35 

•       84 

Storage,  at  15  ps.  p.  per  month 

20 

f 

Pro 
Le< 

portion  of  making  the  ] 
{foM^  Paler,  for  nhie 

?res8 
fotho 

msr! 

»pe 

• 

. 

. 

: 

17 
2 
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Brigadier  General  JanuB  WUkinBon. 


No.  27. — CoDttDued. 
Jame»  Wilkinson,  Esq.^  in  account  current  with  darke  ^  Bee». 


Chargii,  4«. 


Hire  of  Jesie  twenty-fiye  days,  at  six  bells 

For  one-half  coil  3}  inch  rope,  for  the  flats  and  pre«i 

For  rice  for  Messrs.  Qaillara  db  PonsseU's  negroes 

Mather  &>  Strother,  for  taffia      .        .        .        « 

Mrs.  Gaillard^s  negroes,  for  working  on  Sunday 

Emerson  db  Frank,  per  receipt  - 

Mrs.  GaiUard,  for  hire  of  negroes 

Jean  Rasqiie>  per  receipt    -        •        - 

Jonrdain,  amonnt  of  his  account 

Duty  on  tobacco,  dec        •        .        • 

Fees  at  the  Intendant's  office     •  '      - 

CommissioB  on  1 1,290  pounds  at  5  per  cent 


Deduct  for  taffia  on  himd  - 
1,860  1  ps.  at  162  per  cent* 
Net  pioeceeds    -        -        - 


Weight 


18 
28 
15 
60 
1 

20 

7 

321 

586 

15 


1,290 
80 


1,260 


Price. 


Paper. 


SlTV. 


60  00 


564  04 


626  04 


829  00 


l^M 


No.  27 — Contiqued. 
James  Wilkimon.  Esq.,  in  account  cumnt  with  Clarke  ^  Ree$. 


1787. 
Aug.  27 

1788. 
April  17 
May  16 

July   12 
July   14 

July  29 
Aug.    8 


1788. 
July  29 


To  balance  of  account  of  this  date 
To  cash  lent  him,  per  note 


Dm. 


To  cash  paid  William  and  Richard  Thomas,  per  receipt     .... 

To  cash  paid  Joshua  Barbie,  per  receipt 

To  cash  paid  James  Ferguson,  per  his  order 

To  cash  paid  his  bill,  in  favor  of  J^  T.  Beauregard 

To  cash  paid  his  bill,  in  favor  of  Spoartsman      ...... 

To  cash  paid  his  bill,  in  favor  of  Ballinger  ------ 

To  cash  paid  Major  Dunn,  per  account      ...*... 
To  Captain  William  McFaden,  on  account  of  Ma>>r  Dunn,  for  three  pas- 
sages in  the  schooner  Navaro 


$333  6  exdiange,  at  162  per  cent 
To  cash  paid  Major  Dunn,  in  full 


By  net  proceeds  of  sales  made  for  his  account 
By  a  negro  man  named  Jesse    ... 


•52  04 


281  2 


$333  06 


|4O0 
3,000  0) 

9000 

moo 

81100 

360  00 

3,839  0« 

190  « 


J19  0I 
355r 

110,186  « 
860 1» 

$ioa«* 


N.  B. — There  is  a  quantity  of  tobacco  on  hand,  in  bulk,  weight  unknown.  Also,  serea  tor 
heads  full,  which  hare  not  been  weighed,  for  which  we  hold  ourselves  accountable,  eonformBNeto 
the  sales  we  shall  make  thereof.  We  also  hold  ourselres  accountable  for  one  boghead  of  totae^ 
which  was  received  among  Mr.  Christopher  Thompson's  tobacco,  weight  913  pounds,  wbei  v* 
King  shall  be  pleased  to  pay  for  the  same.    Errors  excepted. 

New  Obleans,  August  8, 1788.  CLARKE  &  REBS- . 

By  virtue  of  the  powers  in  me  vested  by  James  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  I  do  hereby  acknowledge  Mj 
declare  that  I  have  examined  the  above  account,  and  that  I  have  received  from  Messrs.  CitiKet8| 
Rees,  of  New  Orleans,  merchants,  the  several  articles  and  paymenu  in  the  said  account,  btltfo^ 
as  it  stands,  this  8th  day  of  August,  1788.  ISAAC  B.  DU2W. 
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Brigadier  OenenU  James  Wilki$won, 


No.  29.—Sale9  of  342  hogsheads  oftobacco,  shinped  by  James  Wilkinson,  (in  the  purchase  of  whidk 
the  sum  ef  £279,  a  Mance  due  Daniel  Clarke^  Es(i,for  his  half  of  the  proceeds  of  the  bcUeau 
Speedwdl,  v)as  invested^  and  in  proportion  thereto  said  Clarke  is  xnteresled^)  consigned  to  Phifip 
Nokm,  New  Orleans. 


8old  to  Ootemment  ^6,649  Ibt.  net,  at  $80  per  1,000       ... 

Charges. 

Paid  for  picking,  in  hard  money,        ........ 

Lost,  to  procure  this  money,  11  por  cent 

Paid  the  pickera  in  paper  money 

Loet,  to  procure  thia  money,  6  per  cent. 

Snndiy  ezpenaea,  to  be  explained  by  P.  N. 

Lost,  to  procure  this  mooey»       •. 

Mr.  Ballinger'a  board  thirty  daya,  at  one  dollar,  •        •        .        . 
Lost,  to  procure  thia  money, 

Mr.  Nolan's  allowance  from  the  27th  July  until  th«  25th  September, 

sixty  days,  at  $2  60  per  day  -        -.-        **..*        *        r 

Lost,  to  procure  this  money,  10  per  cent.    •       •        -    '    .        -        • 

Cooperage,  per  aceonnt,     -       -' 

Proportion  of  expense  to  be  deducted        .... 


Deducted  from  the  inroice 


9149  00 
16  08 


88  00 
5  02 


106  00 
10  04 


90  00 

04J 


160  00 
16  00 


$166  03 

93  02 

116  04 

30  04 


166  00 
541  04 


1,111  01 
329  06 


$18,131  07 


781  04 


17,960  08 
1,600  00 


$15,860  08 


PHIUP  NOLAN. 


Errors  asd  omlasimis  osoeptad. 

Nxw  OnuAirs,  September  21, 1789. 

[See  Wilkinson's  aceoont  current  wiA  Clarke  and  R«es,  dated  May  the  1st,  1789,  contained  in  the  account 
book*  page  80.] 


No.  30. 

Lbximoton,  Kbntockt,  Maif  20, 1790. 

Gentlbmen:  I  lament  that  I  should  be  obliged  to  address  yoa  at  this  late  day,  but  the  causes 
producing  the  delay  haire  been  insuperable. 

This  will  be  banded  to  you  by  my  agent,  Mr.  Philip  Nolan,  who  carries  with  him,  and  will 
exhibit  to  jrou  for  final  settlement,  the  accojint  of  the  unfortunate  adrenture  by  the  Speedwell,  he 
being  sf>ecialiy  authorized  by  me  for  that  purpose.  Amidst  the  embarrassments  which  result  to  me 
from  this  fatal  expedition,  it  is  with  pleasure  I  reflect  that  whilst  I  am  obliged  to  abide  a  dead  loss 
on  the  sales,  without  remedy  or  consolation,  you  must  feel  yourselves  indemnified  by  the  advance 
yoii  had  upon  the  merchandise  originally  furnished  from  your  store  to  the  adventure,  and  for 
which  yon  received  cash.  The  proceeds  of  this  adveoture  are  vested  in  tobapco  at  a  very  low  price, 
which  will,  I  hope,  get  a  good  market. 

You  will  observe  that  I  have  consigned  this  cargo  to  Mr.  Nolan,  and  authorized  him  to  act  for 
me  in  the  storage,  inspection,  tf^.,  because  the  quantity  now  shipped  will  overrun  the  claims  of  the 
owners  of  the  Speedwell  nearly  two-thirds,  and  I  have  determined  to  make  no  discrimination  in 
the  cargo,  for  fear  of  accidents  to  the  boata,  which  might  be  assigned  to  the  account  of  the  Speed- 
well, or  lest  I  should  subject  myself  to  imputations  of  partiality  to  my  private  interest,  and  be 
charged  with  selecting  the  best  tobacco.  No  difficulty  can  offer  in  the  settlement^  because,  wheD 
the  costs  and  charges,  and  the  net  profits  of  the  whole  cargo  are  ascertained,  the  proportion  due  to 
the  owners  of  the  Speedwell  can  be  readily  established.  Thte  is  the  principle  of  settlement  which 
I  have  directed  my  agent  to  take  for  his  guidance,  and  to  which  I  shall  invariably  adhere. 
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Brigadkr  General  Jboiet  WUkinmn. 


1  am  sorry  to  inform  yocr  that  one  of  our  flats,  after  having  been  loaded  with  forty  hogsketds, 
sprung  a  leak,  aad,  in  spite  of  oar  endea Tors,  iHink;  the  tobacco  is  wet,  but  I  believe  we  Bkallbe 
at^le  to  save  the  (greatest  part  of  it,  though  it  will  involve  the  inevitable  deteoiion  of  this  tobteeo 
until  my  next  shipment,  when  it  will  go  down  on  the  same  prittciples  of  the  present  cargo,of  wbidk 
it  is  indeed  a  part.    :'  ,  , 

I  have  directied  Mr.  Nolan  to  reqqire  the  original  vouchers,  on  which  the  accounts  rendered  bf 
you  last  year  are  founded,  many  of  them  beins  absolutely  aeocMsary  to  my  own  indemnity  a^aiBst 
the  persons  collaterally  interested  or.  connected  in  them.  ^ 

I  have  the  honor  to  he,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  aorvaot, 

JAMES  Wilkinson. 

Messrs.  Clabkb  A^  Rees,  M^rehatUa^  New  Orleana. 


No.  31.      .  ^  . 

LooiaviLLB,  ^ttne  20, 1790. 

Gbntlbmen  ;  Your  surprise  at^hearinff  frond  me  at  this  late  date  cannot  eiceed  the  mortificatioa 
and  regret  I  feel  from  the  delay.  My  boats  iHi fortunately  grounded  in  Kentucky  river,  and  irere 
left  by  the  flood.  Mr.  Nolan  will  five  vou  the  details,  and  will  eiplain  to  yon  the  per^mal  bud- 
ships  and  risks  I  have  been  exposed  to  for  three  weeks  past. 

Stents  have  justified  the  propriety  of  my  making  nc^diMlttction  inUhe  tobaecoshipbed  at  this 
time,  or  allotting  any  separate  portion  for  the  account  of  the  Speedwell,  as  three  of  the  neet  whieh 
sailed  are  still  aground  in  Kentucky  river,  with  118  hogsheads  on  board.  The  tobacco  Mr.  Nobi 
now  takes  down  can  be  appropriated  on  the  same  equitable  principles,  and  ^he  same  just  scale  of 
proportion  set  forth  in  my  letter  of  the  20th  of  May.  The  drowned  tobacco  is,  by  this  time,  com- 
pletely recovered,  I  expeet,  at  a  loss  of  12  or  15,000  pounds.  I  shall  ship  it,  and  it  will  go  dowo 
with  the  three  boats  which  are  aground,  so  soon  as  the  flood  pflfers^  which  I  expect  most  take  pkt 
in  the  course  of  the  month. 

The  stoppage  of  the  boats  has  been  attended  with  some  additional  expense,  which  was  uoaroid- 
able,  in  the  measures  necessary  to  get  them  out  of  Kentucky  rivteryaod  seeere  thei  tobaeeo» 
With  due  respect,  I  am,  gentlemen,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  WILKINSON. 

Hcnra.  Glabke  db  Rbeb. 


No.  33.— MeMTt.  Wilkinson  and  Dunn,  their  accowU  current  with  Ckurke  and  Ree». 


1788. 


1789. 
May      6, 


June    4, 


July  20, 

July  81, 

July  26, 

July  81, 


Aag-    % 
Aag.  12, 


Dm. 

To  their  half  adventure  to  Kentoak^  in  tomftrnfj  < 
bateau  Speedwell  ...  .        . 


To  balance  brought  down        ...... 

To  cash  paid  Moses  and  John  Moore,  an-etror  discovered 
to  their  prejudice,  in  account  with  you  a^  we  had^ ad- 
justed accounts  with  Captain  DonD»  and  paid  him  the 
balance        .^-x. 

To  cash  paid  General  Wilkinkm's  order,  lavor  oT  G.  I.  A. 
Elholm,       --' 

To  twenty-mg^t  pounds  of  baoon  supplied  Hu  Ballinger» 
at2i -        -        -        -- 

To  cash  paid  Joseph  Ballinger  -        -     .  -      100  00 

To  cash  paid  Joseph  Ballinger  .     .  •        .         8  00 


To  cash  paid  P.  Nolan  -  -  -  -  « 
To  cash  paid  P.  Nolan  in  paper  -  -  '  ■ 
To  cash  paid  yonr  order,  favor  of  R.  McGilKer 
To  cash  paid  Grecnberry  Dorsey  - 
To  cash  paid  Philip  Nolan  .  .  .  . 
To  cash  paid  Mr.  Minor,  amount  of  your  note  • 
To  cash  paid  A.  White  and  Shoemaker  - 

To  cash  paid  Hipps  Taylor     .        -        -        • 
To  cash  ibr  four  ells  of  silk      .        .        -        « 


»2e7  06i 

387  04 

92  07 

S9  00 


13  06 
12  00 


To  our  assumption  to  Mather  and  Strother  for  a  horse  for 
Mr.  Ballinger      . 


Paper. 


8  06 
121  07 

767  07  J 
24  00 


Exchange. 


120 
127 

180 
125 


43r 

1S9  04 

708 


108  06 

600 

96  06 

150  00 


69106 

19  06 
190  00 
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Brigadier  General  Jamee  WUkineon* 


No.  32*-Continaed. 


Dm. 

To  snndriefl-Mippliid  Mr.  BalliDger  at  Natches,OD  his  waj 
to  Kentucky,  viz : 

1  saddfe      -      -  ,   •      -      -      -      4e  eo 

J  yard  of  blue  cloth       -  .      -        -        ^  6  00 

1  pair  btpckiogs 3  00 


To  c««lk  you  received  for  three  flats 

To  your  order,  favor  of  Coloiiel  £Uzey,  j£14  Yiiy^a  cur- 

rexu^.  •  •  •  -  -  <•  -  •  •  • 
To  cash  you  received  from  the  •  Govomor  of  Yirffima, 

£1,014  15  10,  Yirgiiiif  currevcy,  doUan  at  six  ahillinga 
To  80  much  you  received  from  the  State  of 

VirginU  -  -  -  r  •  •  £\,'3M  8  6 
Deduct  20  per  cent  -        -        -        -        251    4    8 


Balance  due  Wilkinson  and  Dunn 


^£1,064  18  !• 


To  cash  paid  G.  M • 

To  cash  paid  Phifip  Nolan  for  Mr.  Duncan,  per  your  order 
To  cash  paid  J<4mi  H.  Craig,  per  Nolan's  oi^er 
To  cash  paid  PhiKp  Nolan's  oidert  Sivorof  John  Piokot    • 
To  ^ash  paid  Philip  Noli^i's  order,  favor  of  Wm.  Pauling, 
To  cash  paid  Philip  Nolan,  per  receipt     -        -        - 
To  cash  paid  Philip  Nolan,  in  fidl    -       -       • 

Errors  excepted. 

JAME8  WJLKINSON. 
Nxw  Orleavb,  Sept  5,  1789. 

Cb. 
By  cash  received  from  th^  Governor         .... 
Balance  due  on  this  Account    .-.•.. 


By  net  proeeeds  of  sules  of  5  oaake  of  butter,  1  hhd.  t>f  to- 

baeco,  and  M,73S  pounds  of  teWoeo,  loose,  le(t  by  Mr. 

Dunn 

By  net  praeeeds  of  salee  of  M  ca^  of  Itrd,  per  Caplaiti 

Dunn  -       -.-       •       ..,,,.. 

By  eaahreUirsedby  Mr.  BaUmfer, 

By  net  pioqBOds  of  iMles  of  87  caake  ol  bqlter,  pec  Cq>tain 

Dnno ... 

By  so  much  charged  yoc^  in^  an  acoovpt  rendered  Mi^  1, 

for  Mr.  Nolan's  expenses,  throqgh  the  Creek  nation 
By  cash  paid  Captain  Hoops,  £280  Yiiginia  currency  ,  • 
By  first  of  adventures,  dcc«  with  diarges  •        -        -     '  - 
By  adventures  from  Kentucky,  in  company^  for  jour  half 

gam 

By  amount  of  Philip  Nolan's  account      .       .       .       .- 
By  Daniel  Clarke,  for  Deputy  Surveyor's  fees  paid  in  Bich- 

mend i.-.. 

By  Daniel  Clarke,  paid  for  advice  in  svit  against  Foster 

Webb - 


Brrorr  and  otnissiona  excepted. 

W&KIN80N  db  DUNN. 
New  Oelkaits,  Augu$t  29,  1789. 

By  balance  brought  down       ...... 

By  a  note  returned,  which  was  charged  you  in  fovor  of 
Colonel  Elliey,  for  i£l4  Yirginia  currency     - 


Paper. 


49  00 


1,479  04 


Exchange. 


150 


Dolls. 


Silver. 


32  06 
14  00 

46  04 

d,382  03 


8,849  04i 
12,464  07i 


Ha^  dolls. 

21,632  05 

_ 

3,000  00 

.  - 

6,800  00 

_ 

471  08 

- 

1,101  07 

- 

789  04  . 

- 

800  00 

- 

48  05} 

DoUs. 

12,511  08} 

_V 

5,000  00 

- 

1,087  07 

4,087  &I 

160 

984  06 

^  ^, 

78  04 

' 

1,650  00 

- 

168  04 

^ 

99  08 

. 

933  02} 

- 

13,991  00 

. 

3,855  02} 

- 

874  00 

- 

88  00 

- 

82  00 

Hard  dolls. 

91»68SI  06 

- 

12/164  07} 

- 

46  04 

12,511  08} 


11th  Con.  2d  8x88.-75 
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Brigadier  GrenercU  James  Wilkinson, 


J.  Wilkinson's  order  on  D.  CJarke,  Sen. 

September  4, 1789. 
DflAB  Sib  :  Will  yoa  be  so  good  as  to  answer 
to  Mr.  Nolan,  the  balance  in  your  bands,  for 
yoar  friend, 

J.  WILKINSON. 
To  Daniel  Clarke,  Esq. 


Receipt. 
New  Orleans,  3!ep<.  6, 1789. 
Received  of  Messrs.  Clark  and  Eees$48  5^. 
rials,  the  balance  due  James  Wilkinson,  as  stated 
in  Messrs.  Clarke  aqd  Rees's  account  current. 
For  James  Wilkinson, 

PHIL  NOLAN. 


No.  38. — Philip  Nolan's  Dedatation. 

New  Orleans,  Sept.  10, 1790. 
I,  Philip  Nolan,  agent  for  James  Wilkinson, 
Esq,  being  applied  to  by  Daniel  Clarke,  Junior, 
attorney  of  Clarke  and  tlees,  to  investigate  an 
account  settled  the  5th  September,  1789,  between 
Clarke  and  Rees,  merchants  of  this  place,  and 
the  aforesaid  James  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  do  declare 
that  there  is  an  error  in  the  said  account,  amount- 
ing to  four  hundred  and  seventy-three  silver  dol- 
lars two  rials,  to  the  prejudice  of  Clarke  ic  Rees, 
occasioned  by  their  giving  him  credit  twice  in 
their  account  for  the  aforesaid  sum  of  four  hun- 
dred and  seventy-three  silver  dollars  two  riats^ 
being  my  expenses  on  my  journey  from  hence  to 
Kentucky,  in  the  year  1788. 

PHILIP  NOLAN.    ^ 


No.  4. — James  Wilkinson's  accountable  receipt  for 
our  part  of  the  ^argo,  per  SpeedwelKs  proceeds,  and 
for  a  debt  due  by  Craig  and  Johnson,  for  £318  139. 

I  do  hereby  acknowledge  that  I  have  not  ac- 
counted with  Daniel  Clarke  for  his  balf  of  the 
adventure  of  merchandise,  shipped  per  the  bateau 
Speedwell.  Jean  Massey,  patroon,  from  New  Or- 
leans to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  consigned  to  Wil< 
kinsoQ  and  Dunn  ;  and  that  I  will  invest,  and 
ship  the  proceeds  of  the  said  adventure,  which 
still  remains  in  our  hands,  in  good  and  merchant- 
able tobacco,  to  him,  in  the  month  of  December 
next. 

t  also,  acknowledge  that  I  have  a  debt  due  to 
the  said  Clarke  from  Craig  and  Johnston,  for 
three  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds,  thirteen  ahll- 
linga.  and  seven  pence,  Virginia  currency,  under 
my  direction ;  and  that  I  will,  or  my  neirs,  in 
case  of  my  death,  ship  tobacco  to  him  to  the 
amount  thereof,  as  soon  as  I,  or  th^y,  shall  recover 
the  same ;  and  when  these  several  obligations 
into  which  I  now  enter  are  fulfilled  by  me  or  ray 
heirs,  that  the  articles  of  writing,  declaratory  of 
a  connexion  with  the  said  Clarke,  by  Wilkinson 
and  Dunn,  bearing  date  the  7th  of  August,  1788. 
shall  be  void,  and  of  no  effect;  and,  also,  that  the 
power  of  attorney  which  I  have  had  from  said 
Clarke  shall  be  cancelled,  and  of  no  effect  from 
this  day. 


As  witness  my  band,, at  New  Orleans,  this  Idlk 
day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  ooe 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty-nine. 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 


No.  3. — ArUdes  of  agreement  between  Wilkinmiuid 
Dunn  and  Daniel  Clarke,  Sen. 

To  alj  persons  to  whom  these  preseots  sliall 
come,  OREBTiNo: 

Know  ye.  that  James  Wilkinson  and  Isaac  E 
Dunn,  of  the  Dfstrict  of  Kentucky,  now  ia  ih« 
State  of  Virginia,  Esquires,  of  the  one  part,  and 
Daniel  Clarke,  of  the  town  of  New  OrleaDs,0D 
the  Mississippi,  merchant,  of  the  other  part,  do 
hereby  consent  and  mutually  affree  to  carry ce 
a  commerce  between  the  said  District  of  ttxr 
tucky  and  the  town  of  New  Orleans  aforesaid; 
that  is  to  say: 

That  the  said  James  Wilkinson  and  li^aac  E 
Dunn  shall  purchase  in  the  District  of  KeotDckr. 
or  any  other  of  the  settlements  on  the  watenof 
the  OhiOi  within  the  State  of  Virginia  aforesaid. 
to  wit:  tobacco,  flour,  butter,  talbw,  bogs' M 
beef,  pork,  bacon,  and  bacon  banos,  on  the  joiol 
account  and  risk  of  the  said  James  Wililosoo, 
Isaac  B.  Dunn,  and  Daniel  Clarke,  and  thesaine 
to  be  sent  down  in  good  order  (dangers  of  the 
river  excepted)  to  the  town  of  New  Orleans, ad- 
dressed to  the  aforesaid  Daniel  Clarke,  to  be  bf 
him  converted  into  cash,  for  the  common  beoefit 
of  the  sai4  James  WiikinsoO)  Isaac  B.  DaoB^tDd 
Daniel  Clarke,  in  the  particular  ratio  hereafter 
written. 

And  likewise,  that  the  said  Daniel  Clarke  shall 
purchase  and  send  to  the  falls  of  Ohio,  ooaccouot 
and  risk  of  the  aforesaid  James  Wilkio«Dt/«" 
B.  Dunn,  and  Daniel  Clarke,  addreffcd  ^  ^ 
said  James  WilkiaaoQ  and  Isftac  B.Daoa,snch 
European  and  West  India  commodities  as  mil 
jointly  be  deemed  ncceasarjr  for  theuaeaDdcoa* 
sumption  of  the  aforesaid  settlemenu  oo  w 
Ohio,  to  be  by  ^cm  eenv^rted  int©  cash,  orswl 
articles  of  nrodoee  as  ftre  herein  named,  for  tke 
ioint  benefit  of  the  said  James  Wilkiosoo,  hwc 
B.  Dunn,  and  Dabiel  Clarke,  In  the  partieaUr 
ratio  hereafter  mentioned. 

Now,  be  it  remembered,  and  ft  is  hereby  de 
dared  and  made  known,  that  the  said  parties ij 
to  be  interested  in  the  said  commerce,  la  lhef»* 
lowing  proportions,  viz :  . 

James  Wilkinson  to  have  and  enjoy  ooe-foari* 
part  of  the  profits  which  shall  api^ar  to  iri^ 
from  the  said  trade,  to  be  carried  on  afreeavf  ** 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  contract,  from  a«* 
tucky  to  this  place,  and  from  this  place  to  ae«- 
tucky.  and  also  to  siaaamii  ooe-lbarth  |>art  of  tsf 
loss  that  may  happen  to  the  parties  in  the  »» 
trade.  . 

In  like  manner  shall  Isaac  B.  Dunn  «!»*'*  JJJ 
en^oy  one  fourth  part  of  the  profits  which  »^ 
arise  from  the  aforesaid  commerce,  and  la  JjjJ 
proportion  b«ir  any  loss  that  may  happen  *•" 
parties  in  the  course  of  the  said  coonexiop. 

Aad  likewise,  that  the  said  Daniel  Ciarfcesbai 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


2373 


APPENDIX. 


2374 


Broodier  General  Jamet  Wilkinson, 


have  and  enjoy  of  the  profits  which  shall  arise 
from  the  said  trade,  oae-half,  or  equal  moiety  of 
the  whole,  and  hear,  io  like  proportion,  any  loss 
that  may  be  sustained^by  the  parties  in  the  course 
of  their  said  cohnezion. 

Purther,  it  is  agreed  by  the  contracting  par- 
ties, that  this  connexion  shajl  lake  place  on  the 
1st  day  of  December  next,  and  continue  until  dis» 
solved  by  mutual  consent  of  the  said  parties,,  or 
by  prohibition  of  this  Governmenf :  Provid^d^ 
ciways^  That  no  tobacco  which  shall  be  sent 
down  by  James  Wilkinson,  Esq.,  antecedent  to 
the  Ist  day  of  December  next,  shall  be  consider* 
ed,  in  any  wise,  a  t>ro'perty  falling  Inrithin  the 
present  connexion. 

And  whereas,  Daniel  Clarke  is  now  preparing 
to  make  a  shipment  of  i^erchandise  to  the  afore- 
said falls  of  Ohio:  Be  it  known,  that  the  mer- 
chandise is  for  account  and  risk  of  the  aforesaid 
James  Wilkinbon,  Isaac  B.  Dun6,  and  Daniel 
Clarke,  in  the  proportions  aforesaid. 

Lastly,  be  it  remembered,  that  the  said  James 
Wilkinson  add  Isaac  B.  Dunn  shall  not  charge 
commissions  for  what  they  buy  or  sell,  at  any 
part  of  the  settlements  of  Kentucky,  or  on  the 
waters  of  the  Ohio,  for  account  of  the  parties  in 
this  concern;  nor  shall  the  said  Daniel  Clarke 
charge  any  commission  fur  all  or  any  business  he 
shall  transact  at  New  Orleans  for  account  of  said 
concern. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  parties  have  hereunto 
interchangeably  set  their  hands  find  "seals,  at  New 
Orleans,  this  7ih  day  of  August,  1788. 
For  James  Wilkinson  and  self, 

I&AAC  B.  DUNN.    [t.  s] 
DANIEL  CLARKE,  [l.  s.] 

Signed;  sealed  and  delivered,  in  presence  of 
A.  Hoop^) 
Philip  Nolak. 

No.  «.— WiHdnson  to  Clarke. 

RicHMONb,  Oct.  27, 1807.    ' 

DfAR  Sir:  A  Oriend  having  proposed  a  publi- 
cation relative  to  scenes  of  eighteen  or  twenty 
years'  standing,  I  Airnished  him  your  extract  from 
the  memoir  you  transmitted  Mr.  Pickering  in 
1796-'7.  Being  a  public  document,  I  could  see 
Do^ impropriety  in  this^and  I  hope  you  may  con- 
cur in  the  same  opinion,  seeing  that  it  was  an 
interesting  paper  to  me,  assailed  as  I  am  by  the 
worst,  the  merest  demons  that  ever  infested  the 
earth.  So  soon  as  I  hav^  adjusted  a  single  point 
here.  I  shall  be  with  you,  and  am, 

With  respect  and  esteem,  yours, 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

The  Hon.  D.  Clarke. 

DeponHom  of  Darnel  W.Coxea$td  WaUerJonee. 
Depositioii  of  Walter  Jones,  B«q. 
'The  deposition  of  Waller  Jones,  Junior,  Who 
officiated  as  jud^e  advocate  and  recorder  to  the 
military  court  of  inquiry,  instituted  in  the  month 
of  January,  1808,  for  the  investigation  of  certain 
charge  against  Brigadier  General  James  Wil- 


kinson ;  which  deposition  Is  taken  before  the  com-  * 
ratttee  of  the  House  of  Representatives  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Wilkinson. 

The  deponent,  in  answer  to  sundry  inquiries  of 
the  Committee,  in  relation  to  the  evidence  and  t 
documents  produced  before  the" court  of  inquiry, 
and  filed  among  the  records  of  its  proceedings, 
the  manner  in  which  they  were  disposed  of,  and 
'Whether  the  )>apers,  lately  returned  bv  General 
Wilkinson,  do  in  fact  constitute  the  whole  of  those 
properly  belonging  to  the  records  of  that  court, 
deposes  and  swears  as  follows : 

On  the  Ifith  February,  1808,  after  several  meet- 
ings of  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  fruitless  attempts 
to  bring  forward  the  evidence  relied  on  to  support 
the  charge  againstt  General  Wilkinson,  he  came 
before  the  court,  and  made  his  petition  that  the  affi* 
davit  of  Mr.  Daniel  Clarke^  which  had  been  laid 
on  the  table  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
a  certified  copy  of  which  had,  with  other  papers, 
been  transmitted  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  the  judge  advocate,  might  be  received 
by  the  court  ^at  its  intrinsro  value,"  or,  for  as 
much  as  it  was  worth ;"  he,  (General  Wilkinson, 
waiving  all  objections  as  to  A)rm,  and  to  the  legal 
competency  of  the  affidavit  to  be  read  in  evidence, 
but  reserving  to  himself  the  advantage  of  all  ob« 
jections  on  the  score  of  credibility,  and  taking 
upon  himself  to  discredit  or  to  contradict  the  ev- 
idence of  Mr.  Clarke.  The  certified  copy  of  this 
affidavit  was  accordingly  read  and  filed  as  ev* 
idence;  the  judge  advocate  admitting,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  that  the  accused  was  tree  to  urge 
every  objection,  and  to  produce  all  compet^nt^ev- 
idence  affecting  the  credit  of  the  witness.  The 
judge  advocate,  at  the  same  ^ime,  filed,  de  bene 
ease,  certified  copies  of  the  documents  laid  on  the 
table  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  Mr, 
Rai«dolph,  which  were  reserved  upon  file  for 
further  proof. 

At  the  subsequent  sittings  of  the  court,  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson  produced  and  examined  several 
witnesses  in  his  defence.  According  to  my  recol-* 
lection,  and  the  minutes  I  hate  preserved  of  the 
course  of  those  examinations,  be  undertook  to 
discredit  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Clarke  upon  three 
grounds: 

1st.  By  imputing  to  the  witness  a  particular 
motive  tor  malice  against  the  person  accused, 
arising  out  of  bis,  Mr;  Clarke's,  alkged  connexion 
with  Burr^  conspiracy,  $nd  the  vindictive  pas- 
sions of  those  conspirators,  supposed  to  be  di- 
rected against  General  Wilkinson  on  account  of 
his  active  agency  in  their  final  suppression.  To 
this  point  he  produced  the  following  witnesses^ 
viz:  Lieutenant  William  A.Murray,  Lieutenant 
Robert  T.  Spence,  John  Graham,  and  Benjamin 
H.  Latrobe,  whose  examinations  were  taken  down 
in  writing  and  filed. 

2d.  By  undertaking  to  prove  prior  declarations 
of  Mr.  Clarke,  upon  the  subject-matter  of  his  affi-» 
davit,  inconsistent  with  the  statement  contained 
iri  it.  To  this  point  he  produced  the  following 
witnesses,  viz:  Robert  Wright,  Governor  of  Ma- 
ryland, deneral  Samuel  Smith,  of  the  Senate, 
Willis  Alston,  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
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*  Ji^ines  Lowry  DonaldsOQ,  of  Baltimore,  aod  Dr, 
Walter  Jones,  of  the  House  of  Reresentatives, 
whose  examinations  were  scFerally  takea  down 
and  filed.  To  this  point,  he  also  produced  the 
deposition  of  Colonel  William  Lowry,  of  Qalti* 
more,  and  a  memoir  from  the  Secretary's  office, 
entitled  "Historv  of  the  Trade  of  Louisiana," 
which  is  an  exhibit  referred  to  in  Mr.  John  Gfra- 
ham's  examination.; 

3dly.  By  attempting  to  disprove  a  circumstance 
menuoned  in  Mr. '  Clarke's  affidavit,  viz :  his 
spending  three  days  and  nights  in  General  Wil- 
kinson's tentat  Loftus  Heights,  in  October,  1796 ; 
for  that  purpose  the  deposition  of  Dr.  J.  F.  Car- 
michael  was  produced  and  filed. 

General  Wilkinson  also  took  the  deposition  of 
Mr.  Daniel  W.  Coxe,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the 
purpose  of  proving  some  circumstance  to  the  dis- 
advantage of  Mr.  Clarke.  I  have  but  an  indis- 
tinct impression  left  upon  my  mind  of  the  par- 
ticulars sworn  to  by  Mr.  Cox,  except  that,  after 
negativing  the  interrogatories  of  Ueneral  Wil- 
kinson, suggesting  aaything  to  the  disadvantage 
of  Mr.  Clarke,  the  witness  proceeds  voluntarily 
to  disclose  all  tne circumstances  within  his  know- 
ledge, corroborative  of  Mr.  Clarke's  evidence,  or 
of  the  integrity  of  his  motives. 

The  last  witness  produced  by  General  Wilkin- 
son, and  the  last  evidence  of  any  k^nd  brought 
forward  by  him,  prior  to  his  delivering  in  his  de- 
fence in  writing,  was  Mr.  Oliver  Pollock,  by  whom 
he  undertook  to  prove  the  innocence  of  his  Span- 
ish transactions  and  connexions,  from  circum- 
stances within  the  personal  knowledge  of  the  wit- 
ness; his  exaininatipn  was  also  taken  doi^n  iq 
writing  and  filed. 

On  the  part  pf  the  prosecution,  the  following 
additional  evidence^was  produced  and  filed,. vjz: 

The  depofiitio;i  of  Andrew  Ellicott,  who  was 
required  to  state  the  whole  of  his  knowMgie  and 
information  relative  to  any  trai^sactions  or  con- 
nexion between  Gen.  Wilkinson  and  th<  8|wnUh 
government  of  Louisiana,  or  any  of  the  officers 
or  aaents  of  that  Government. 

Also,  the  deposition  of  Robert  Goodloe  Har* 
per,  to  corroborate  Mr.  Clarke's  evidence,  by 
proving  prior  conversations  between  them,  in^ 
which  the  evidence  relied  upon  by  General  Wil- 
hinson,  to  fix  upon  Mr.  Clarke  inconsistent  and 
contradictory  aeclarations,  was  attempted  \Q  be 
rebutted  or  explained. 

This,  according  to  the  best  of  my  reooUectioB, 
refreshed  by  the  rough  minutes  and  loose  papers 
relative  to  the  proceedinffs  of  the  court,  yet  in  n^y 
possession,  was  the  whole  of  the  evidence  before 
the  court  when  General  Wilkinson  rose  to  deliver 
his  defence. 

The  court  of  inquiry  had  stood.  adJQurned  for 
some  considerable  time,  when  it  met  in  June,  1308, 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  the  case  to  a  conclu- 
sion. During  that  month  I  was  particularly,  and 
almost  constantly,  engaged  in  attending  to  my 
professional  duties  at  the  circuit  court  ofthis  dis- 
trict, then  in  session.  I  did,  with  some  difficulty, 
contrive  to  attend  the  court  of  inquiry  for  the 
two  days  taken  up  by  General  WilkinsoB,  in  de- 


livering his  defence,  which,  was  comtnenced  oa 
Friday,  the  24th,  ana  concluded  on  Saturday,  the 
25th  June,  1808.  In  the  course  of  reading  bis 
defence,  he  produced  a  great  number  of  papers, 
referred  to  as  exhibits,  consisting  of  documents 
and  affidavits  which  had  never  before  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  court.  Captain  Fen  wick,  of  tbe 
marines,  sat  by  with  these  papers,  arranged  in 
regular  order,  aiid  handed  them  over  as  tbej 
were  called  for.  in  the  progress  of  the  defence. 
lEvery  exhibit  so  referred  to,  and  called  for,  wu 
successively  haii(}ed  over  to  me  as  iudge  adro- 
cate  and  recorder,  and  carefully  filed  among  tbe 
records  of  the  court.  I  kept  a  rough  minute,  or 
numerical  list  of  the  new  papers  and  docomeou 
quoted  i|Qd  produced  by  General  Wilkinson  npon 
that  occasion,  by  reference  to  which  I  find  tost 
ne  produced  fifty-five  new  exhibits,  many  of  then 
comprising  sundry  enclosures  not  partiealatlj 
note4  This  list^  or  a  fair  copy,  I  am  ready  to 
produce  to  the  committee,  if  required.  The  in- 
stant that  the  defence  was  concluded,  I  collected 
loff ether,  in  the  best  order  I  could,  all  the  papen 
belonging  to  the  records  of  the  court,  and  left 
them,  with  the  three  members,  for  their  ezimi- 
nation,  in  order  to  the  making  up,  and  formiog 
their  opinion  in  private.  It  was  a^eed  betweei 
us  that,  while  they  were  engaged  in  this  iavesti- 
gation,  my  presence  might  be  dispensed  with 
until  the  members  should  have  definitively  made 
up  their  decision.  In  the  morhinff  of  the  28tb  of 
June,  I  was  called  upon  tQ  meet  the  court  of  in- 
quiry, and  found  that  the.  definitive  opinion  of 
the  court  was  ready  drawn  up  in  writing;  it  was 
then  signed  by  th^  members  in  nay  presence;  aod, 
together  with  aU  the  papers,  delivered  up  to  ne 
for  the  purpose  of  makins  up  a  record  of  tbe  pro- 
ceedincv  in  due  form,  aacT  transmitting  tbewiolo 
to  the  War  Department.  Tbe  court,  at  tbe  same 
time^  communicated  toi^e  tbetr  request  tbat^ia 
making  up  the  record,  I  should  prefix  to  tbeir 
opinion  a  nqethodical  .staten^t  er  anmmaryof 
ail  tb^  evidence  in  the  case,  as  well  oral  as  doe- 
umeintafy.  The  completion  of  the  diities  ibas 
remainin'j 
cate,  woui 


g  to  be  executed  by  me  ^s  judge  adro- 
^^  «*vald,  under  the  pressure  of  other  bnsiness, 
then  upon  nay  hands,  have  required  from  ten  days 
to  a  fortnight.  (Qeneral  Wilxliison  w$^  as  I  aa- 
derstood,  v6ry  ureent  to  have  his  fate  finally  d^ 
cided  and  promulgated  prior  to  tbe  then  ensuing 
anniversary  of  indepe^ndence;  and  I  receivea 
either  a  note  or  a  verbal  message  (I  cannot  nov 
sav  with  certainty  which)  from  the  Secretary  of 
War,  requesting  me  immediately  to  jtransmit  tbe 
opinion  of  the  court,  and  all  the  requisite  eri- 
denc^  aod  documents  to  be  returned  to  me  as 
soon  as  the  President  of  the  United,  States  should 
have  considered  them. 

I  immediately  sbt  about  making  the  best  ar- 
rangement, in  my  power,  of  the  papers;  diitrib* 
uting  them  into  8fav?ial  bpndles  in  sueh  order  as 
mi^t  enable  the  President  to  go  through  the  ex- 
amination of  them  with  tbe  least  labor,  and  to 
the  best  advantage;  for  easily  understanding  tbe 
relatioi)  of  each  to  the  points  of  the  case,  e^cb 
bundle  having  a  label,  on  which  its. general  con- 
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iesH9  were  noted  in  my  band  writing.  I  recoHect 
that  General  Wilicinson's  defence  constituted  one 
of  the  bundles,  and  the  new  exhibits  referred  to 
in  it  another.  Qn  the  same,  or  the  next  day,  after 
the  court  bad  delivered  their  opinion,  the  papers 
were  sent,  in  the  state  I  hare  described,  to  the 
War  Department,  accompanied ^by  a  letter  from 
me  to  the  Secretary,  statinff  to  him  the  informal 
-condition  in  which  the  record  was  transmitted,  ac- 
tKMrdiQg  to  his  request,  and  the  necessity  of  having 
the  papers  returned  to  me,  as  soon  as  the  Pres- 
ident should  have  done  with  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  completing  the  record.  It  is  proper  fo 
mention  that,  upon  lookinff  over  the  loose  papers 
«nd  minutes,  relative  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
«ourt  of  inquiry^  yet  in  my  possession,  I  find  that, 
from  some  cause  which  I  cannot  now  with  cer- 
tainty account  for,  but,  it  is  probable,  from  casual 
inadvertence,  I  omitted  sending  one  origlnatdoc* 
ument,  properly  belonging  to  the  evidence  in  the 
case,  and  which  I  now  produce  to  the  Committee, 
and  that  is  the  memoir  entitled  '' History  of  the 
Trade  of  Louisiana,"  referred  to  in  Mr.  John 
-Graham's  examinationc 

I  heard  nothing  further  on  the  subject  till  I 
«aw,  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  of  the  4th  of 
July,  1868,  the  opinion  of  the  court  of  inquiry, 
approved  by  the  Prjesident  of  the  United  States. 
My  professional  engagements  continued  to  occupy 
me,  without  intermission,  for  a  considerable  time 
Afterwards ;  and  when  I  did  find  myself  at  leisure 
to  aadertake  the  cempletion  of  the  record,  I 
learned  that  Cdonel  Burbedr,  the  President  of 
^e  court,  whose  signature  was  necessary,  in  ad-w 
•ditiott  to  my  own,  in  order  to  authenticate  the 
record,  bad  been,  in  the  mtentime,  detached  ho 
,  .aoflse  distant  pose  As  the  President  of  rhe  Uni^ 
ted  Sutes  had  already  acted  upon  the  case,  and 
tliere  was  no  immediate  necessity  for  a  more 
-complete  record,  I  thought  it  as  well  to  phstpone 
the  matter  in  expectation  of  Colonel  Burbeck's 
return  in  some  reasonable  time.  It  inras  not  till 
aome  time  late  in  September,  or  early  in  October 
last,  soon  after  my  return  from  the  country/tbat 
i  heard  of  Colonel  Burbeek's^eing  in  town,  and 
it  immediately  occurred  to  me  that  ft  was  a  good 
^portunity  lo  finish  my  long  postnoned  task, 
l^or  that  purpose  I  requested  one  of  the  clerks  in 
4lie  War  Department,  witk  whom  I  accidentally 
met,  to  send  me  the  papers.  After  some  time« 
4uid  upon  further  application,  I  was  informed 
they  were  missing,  but  it  was  sonne  time  before 
it  coald  be  distinctly  understdod  what  had  be- 
•come  of  them.  It  was  sometime  durii^  this 
winter  that  I  was  informed  that  it  was  certaihly 
ascertained  General  Wilkinson  had  taken  pos- 
session of  them.  I  do,  with  the  utmost  ceruinty, 
aver  that,  until  the  information  came  to  me  in 
the  time  and  manner  I  have  Just  described,  I  had 
.all  along  remained  in  the  most  assured  sectlrity 
tbat  the  papers  were  saiely  deposited,  and  care- 
.fully  preserved  in  the  War  Office,  ready  for  me 
to  act  upon,  whensoever  the  proper  opportunity 
sboald  occur  for  making  up  the  record  in  due 
form  I  and  that  I  had  never  the  least  suspicion 
.or  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  they  were  in  the 


custody  of  General  Wilkinson,  nor  of  any  cir- 
cumstance that  oonld  render  the  supposition  of 
such  a  fact  in  the  least  degree  probable.  I  do 
recollect  that,  on  the  day  I  transmitted  the  papers 
to  the  War  Department,  General  Wilkinson,  re- 
quested that,  when  they  came  again  into  my  pos- 
session, he  might  have  the  loan  of  his  defence, 
in  order  to  correct  or  retouch  the  language,  pre- 
paratory to  a  publication  of  it;  that,  I  informed 
him,  was  an  indulgence  I  had  always  thought  it 
reasonable  to  allow  persons  in  bis  situation,  re- 
serving to  myself,  however,  the  privilege  of  see- 
ing that  no  material  statement  contaic^  in  the 
defence  should  be  substantially  varied.  I  dofuri- 
ther  recollect  that  he  expressed  a  desire  to  have 
a  full  copy  of  the  whole  re<;ord  and  documents, 
which  r  informed  him  he  would,  as  I  conceived^ 
be  entitle^  to  request  from  the  War  Department. 

I  have,  at  the  request  of  the  committee,  looked 
over  (without  making,  howevier,  any  particular 
examination  of  their  respective  contents)  the 
bundle  of  papers. said  to  have  been  returned  hj 
General  Wilkinson,  as  all  the  documents  in  his 
possessidn,'  relative  to  the  court  of  inquiry,  and  I 
am  not  enabled  to  say,  either  from  my  own  recol- 
lection, or  from  any  written  memoranda  in  my 
possession,  that  there  is  now  any  deficit  among 
those  papers  which  constituted  the  evidence  ot 
witnesses,  and  the  documentary  evidence  pro^ 
duced  and  filed  prior  to  the  time  of  General  Wii* 
kinson's  delivering  in  his  defence*  Of  the  other 
papers  transmitted  by  me  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment, together  with  those  last  mentioned,  and  as 
a  parcel  of  the  same  proceedinff.  there  are  mis- 
sing the  whole  of  General  Wilkinson's  written 
defence,  and  all  those  fifty-five  exhibits,  produced 
for  the  first  time,  in  the  course  of  delivering  that 
defence,  except  that  I  pehseive,  in  the  bundle, 
certain  papjM's  vtrhich  I  believe  to  be  four  of  those 
exhibits,  viz:  the  afiyavits  of  Silas  Dinsmore, 
Dr.  G.  £.  Pendegrast  and  Captain  John  Bowyer. 
and  certain  extracts  from  the  correspondence  ot 
the  Louisiana  commissioners  with  the  Secretary 
of  State.  I  perceire,  in  the  bundle,  one  paper^ 
viz:  John  Brown's  aMdav it,  of  whicn  I  have  no 
recollection,  hor  any  written  memorandum;  it 
may,  however,  have  been  among  those  upon  the 
file  of  the  court,  and  may  h^Lve  been  overlooked 
or  forgotten. 

The  circumstances  attending  the  original  pro- 
duction of  the  papers  now  missing,  and  the  tran- 
sient manner  in  which  they  passed  through  my 
hands,  must  satisfactorily  account  for  the  imper- 
fect answer  I  am  oblip^ed  to  make  to  the  inqui- 
ries of  the  committee  into  the  contents  of  a  cer- 
tain part  of  them ;  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  ac^ 
counting  for  thb  that  I  have  dwelt  so  minuUly 
upon  certain  points  that  might  otherwise  appear 
to  be  frivolous. 

As  to  the  account  current  between  General 
Wilkinson  and  Gk>vernor  Miro,  mentioned  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  the  following  b  all  that  1 
can  at  present  recollect  concerning  it,  either  from 
my  own  memory  or  any  written  memorandum  in 
ray  posseesio6. 

It  was  emphatically  commented  on  by  Gene- 
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rat  Wilkinson,  as  having  been  fortunately  pre- 
•erved  tl^rough  the  many  casuaJtIes  and  hazards 
to  which  his  papers  had  been  ezpobed,  and  by 
'whith  many  of  them  had  been  destroyed,  and  as 
furnishing  demonstrative  evidence  of  the  inno« 
cence  of  ^is  transactions  with  the  Spanish  Gov- 
ernor. It  was  introduced  from  among  a  number 
of  letters  and  papers  stated  to  be  either  jn  the 
handwriting  of,  or  to  have  been  transmitted  by, 
General  Wilkinson's  deceased  agent,  Philip  No- 
lan, and  it  was  stated  to  be  an  account  current 
signed  by  an  agent  of  Governor  Miro,  and  ren- 
dered to  rhilip  Nolan,  and  by  him  transmitted  to 
General  Wilkmson;  it  was  handed  round  among 
the  members  of  the  court,  and  when  it  came  to 
me. to  be  filed  I  ran  my  eye.  hastily  over  it.  I 
cannot  recollect,  with  any  pre^ciston,  either  the 
date,  the  items,  the  gross  amount,  or  the  balance; 
DOT  can  I  recollect  the  name  or  quality  of  the 
Spanish  agent  by  whom  it  was  signed  and  ren- 
dered; it  was  either  enclosed  in  a  letter  from 
Philip  Nolan  to  (general  Wilkinson,  or  tied  up 
with  letters,  or  other  papers  of  Nolan,  so  that  the 
account,  together  with  a  certain  number  of  those 
papers,  formed  one  exhibit.  I  do  not  find,  upon 
recurrence  to  my  list,  that  the  account  is  speci- 
fically mentioned  in  it.)  but  I  feel  morally  certain 
in  my  own  mind,  that  it  was  'comprised  in  one  of 
two  exhibits  mentioned  and  described  in  that  list 
as  follows:  "No.  6.  Papers  of  Nolan."  "No,  9. 
Nolan's  letters."  And  further  this  deponent  saith 
not.  W.  JONES,  Jr. 

WASBmaTON  COONTY,  M. 

On  this  1st  day  of  May,  1810,  before  the  sub- 
acriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  ap- 
peared Walter  Jones,  jr..  and  made  oath  in  due 
form,  that  the  foregoing  facts,  as  stated^  are  true 
to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

DANL.  RAPINE. 


p.  W.  C. 

Personally  appeared  before  me,  Daniel  Rapine; 
Daniel  W.  Coxe,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
merchant,  who,  beidg  duly  swora  according  to 
law,  doth  declare  and  say,  that  the  following  doc- 
uments and  papers : 

No.  2.  A  letter  from  James  Wilkinson  to  Dan- 
iel Clarke,  dated  27th  October,  1807; 

No.  3.  An  agreement  between  Jdmes  Wilkin- 
son and  Daniel  Clarke,  dated  7th  August,  1788, 
in  Philip  Nolan's  handwriting ; 

No.  4.  James  Wilkinson's  accountable  receipt 
to  Daniel  Clarke,  dated  September  18,  1789 ; 

No.  5.  An  affidavit  of  John  Ballinger,  dated 
Januarv  12, 1789;  ^  . 

No.  6.  A  letter  from  Evan  Jdnes  to  Daniel 
Clarke,  dated  February  16, 1809; 

No.  7.  An  affidavit  of  F.  Langlois,  dated  the 
29th  December,  1808,  containing* two  original  let- 
ters to  himself  from  the  Baron  de  Carondelet, 
dated  2dth  January  and  28th  Ju&«^  1795; 

No.  8.  An  affidavit  from  Dominique  Bouligny, 
dated  January  16, 1809 ; 

No.  9.  An  affidavit  of  Thomas  Power,  dated 
March  18, 1809; 


No.  11.  An  affidavitof  William  Miller, dated 
March  11, 1809; 

No.  13.  James  Witktncon's  letter  to  Colonel 
John  Adair^  dated  August  7,  1795; 

No.  14.  Thomas  Portell's  certified  copy,  in  hii 
own  handwriting,  of  the  Baron  Caroadelet's  in- 
structions to  bira,  dated  January  20,  1796,  vitk 
translation  thereof,  from  thre.  Spanish ; 

No.  15.  Thomas  Power'a  letter  to  Don  Tivom- 
as  PortelL  in  Spanish,  in  the  hand  writing  of  Pow- 
er, dated  June  27, 1796,  with  a  translation  thereof; 

No.  16.  Thomas  Portell's  letter  to  Thomas  Pow- 
er, in  Spanish,  in  the  handwriting  of  Portell, 
dated  the  27th  of  June,  1796,  with  a  traoshtioft 
thereof: 

No.  17.  Thomas  Power'aaffidavitt  dated  Mireb 
18, 1809; 

No.  20.  Thomas  Power's  draught,  in  bisowi 
handwriting,  of  his  letter,  dated  27th  Joae.  179^ 
in  the  French  language,  to  the  Baron  de  Ctnn- 
ddet,  with  a  translation  thereof; 

No.  21.  Thomas  Power's  drauglit  of  his  letter 
in  English,  in  hUi  own  handwriting,  and  dated 
27th  June,  1796,  to  Gk)vemor  Qayoso; 

No.  22.  Thomais  Power's  draught  of  his  leti«, 
in  French,  in  his  own  handwriting,  and  dated 
3d  January,  1797,  to  the  Baron  d(3  Caroadde^ 
with  a  translation  thereof; 

No.  23.  Thomas  Power's  draught  offais  letter  in 
Eaglish^  dated  January  3, 1797,  to  GoveraorOaf- 
oso.  Accompanying  these  last  four  nomber^ 
and  Nos.  40  and  43,  is  Thomas  Power's  affidarit, 
dated  March  18, 1809,  in  rela^cm  thereto; 
.  No.  25.  Jan^  M.  Bradford's  affidavit,  dated 
March  17,1809; 

No.  27.  James  Wilkinson's  accoitiitearreB((ia 
Philip  Nolan's  handwriting)  with  Clarke  &Kfl«% 
dated  August  8,  1788  ; 

No  28.  James  Wilkinson's  account  currentvitk 
Clark  db  Rees,  dated  May  1, 1789.  N.  E  Thisit 
contained  in  account  book,  page  30 ; 

No.  29.  Philip  Nolan's  acco«mt  of  sales  of  to- 
bacco, in  his  own  handwriting,  dated  Sepcember 
21,  ff90; 

No.  30.  James  Wilkinson's  letter  toCbrkA 
Rees,  dated  May  20, 1790; 

No.  31.  James  Wilkinsbn's  tetter  te  Clarke  & 
Rees,  dated  June  20,  1790; 

No.  32.  Wilkinaon  db  DuaiHs  aocount  correot 
with  Clarke  db  Rees,  dated  August  39, 1789,  and 
Seotember  5, 1789,  with  James  Wilkinson's  order 
and  Philip  Nolan's  receipt  for  balance; 

No.  33.  Philip  Nolan's  declaration,  dated  Sep- 
tember 10, 1790; 

No.  34.  Thomas  Power's  affidarit,  dated  Marel 
18,1809; 

No.  35,  Secret  instructions  from  James  Wil- 
kinson to  Thomas  Power,  in  P.  Nolan's  hand- 
writing. 

No.  36.  Thomas  Power's  letter,  in  Spaaish^ 
tlaled  May  9,  1797,  in  his  own  handwriting,  ta 
the  Baron  de  Carondelet,  with  translatioa ; 

No.  37.  Baron  de  Carondelel's  letter,  in  Spift^ 
isii,  to  Thomas  Power,  dated  May  28, 1797,  wi» 
translation  thereof; 

No.  38.  Baron  de  Caroi^dclet's  letter  toThomai 
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Power,  in  French,  dated  May  26, 1797,  with  post- 
script of  May  28,  and  translation; 

No.  40.  Thomas  Power's  draught  of  his  letter, 
in  French,  in  his  own  handwriting,  to  Baron  de 
Carondelet,  dated  June  4, 1797,  with  translation 
thereof; 

No.  42.  James  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Thomas 
Power,  dated  September  5»  1797 ;    . 

No.  43.  Thomas  Power's  draught  of  his  letter, 
in.hisown  handwriting,  in  Spanish,  to  Governor 
Gayoso,  dated  Decem^r  5, 1797,  with  a  transla- 
tion thereof; 

No.  44.  Baron  de  Carondelet's  letter,  in  French, 
to  Thomas  Power,  dated  April  23,  1797,  with 
translation  thereof; 

No.  70.  James  Wilkinson's  letter  to  Thomas 
Power,  dated  Greenville,  May  25^  1796; 

No.  71.  A  letter  in  James  Wilkinson's  hand- 
writing, though  without  his  signature,  to  Dai^iel 
Clarke; 

X.  A  letter  from  James  Wilkinson  to  Daniel 
Clarke,  dated  June  9, 1805,  introducing  Colonel 
Burr ; 

No.  78.  James  Wilkinson's  letter  to  General 
John  Adair,  dated  May  28, 1805,  alluding  to  Colo- 
Del  Burr ; 

G.  Y*  A  certified  copy  of  a  letter  from  James 
Wilkinson  to  Governor  Gayoso,  in  the  hand- 
writing of  Gayoso,  and  date<KSeptember  22. 1796; 

A.  A  letter  froda  Joseph  Collins  to  Daniel 
Clarke,  dated  March  10, 1809;  have  been  deliv- 
ered by  this  deponent  to  the  Committee  of  the 
House  of  RepreseataliTes  of  the  United  States, 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  Gen- 
eral James  Wilkinson,  by  a  resolution  of  the  4th 
of  April,  instant,  and  that  the  said  papers  are 
genuine,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  «nd  belief, 
and  in  the  handwriting  of  the  persons  therein 
xespectrvely  designated.  D.  W.  COXE. 

WASHIWatON  COUNTY,  '  > 

District  op  Columbia,  ot;  J 
On  this  30th  April,  1810,  before  the  subscriber, 
a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  appeared 
Daniel  William  Coxe,  and  made  oath,  in«due 
form,  that  the  facts  stated  above  are  true,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge.  D.  RAPINE. 


INDEMmTY  FOR  P11I2E8. 

[Commanicated  to  the  House,  February  5>  1810.] 
Mr.  JoBNSON>  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Peter  Lan- 
dais,  made  the  following  report : 

That  it  appears  from  the  memorial  and  docu- 
ments that  the  Alliance,  a  frigate  of  the  United 
States,  was  commanded  by  Uie  memorialist  in 
the  late  Revolutionary  war,  and.  in  concert  with 
other  armed  vessels  of  the  United  States,  on  a 
cruise  in  the  north  of  Europe  in  the  year  1779. 
captured  three  British  vessels,  and  sent  them 
as  priz^  into  Bergen,  in  Norway :  that,  on  the 
arrival  of  these  prizes  at  Bergen,  where  they  were 
consigned  to  the  French  Consul,  they  were  seized 


by  order  of  the  Kinff  of  Denmark;,  and  restored 
to  the  original  British  proprietors,  on  the  ground 
that  as  Denmark  did  not  acknowledge  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States,  the  captures  were 
arbitrarily  deemed  ijlesal.  The  petitioner  claims 
of  the  United  States  his  proportion  of  the  prize 
money. 

This  conduct  on  the  part  of  Denmark  was 
most  certainly  in  violation  of  her  neutral  charac- 
ter, and  an  unwarrantable  interposition  in  the 
war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain. The  justice  or  injustice  of  the  war  was  not 
a  subject  of  decision  which  belonged  to  a  neutral 
Power.  No  preference  should  have  been  given 
to  either  party  in  the  war.  There  should  have 
been  an  equality  of  friendship,  or  a  conduct 
equally  abstaining  from  injury.  So  far  from  ob- 
serving this  conduct  in  the  transaction,  Denmark 
departed  from  this  line  of  impartiality,  by  a  posi- 
tive act  and  exercise  of  power,  in  divesting  those 
who  were  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  of 
an  inchoate  right  to  property,  by  giving  it  back  to 
British  subjects  who  had,  at  least,  lost  the  pos- 
session of  It.  At  the  period  of  restorinjg;  these 
prizes  the  United  States  had  declared  their  inde^ 
pendence,  and  that  independence  had  been  ac- 
knowledged by  some  other  nations.  But,  in  an- 
other point  Of  view,  if  Denmark  considered  the 
struggle  with  Great  Britain  as  nothing  more  nor 
l^ss  than  a  civil  war,  stiU  the  restoration  of  the 
prizes  to  the  other  party  in  the  war  would  still  be 
unauthorized  by  those  rules  which  are  binding  in 
reason  and  by  the  laws  of  nations  upon  neutral 
Powers.  This  last  position  is  corroborated  by 
the  opinion  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  now  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  in  his  report  on 
this  bubject ',  and,  consequently,  in  every  rational 
view  of  the  subject,  tbe  claim  of  damages  upon 
Denmark,  for  the  restoration  of  said  prizes,  re- 
mains obligatory.  The  committee^  upon  the 
most  deliberate  examination  of  this  case,  are 
without  doubts  that  the  United  States  are  not 
bound,  in  equity  or  justice,  or  by  the  laws  of  na- 
tions, to  pay  to  the  petitioner  any  portion  of  the 
said  prizes,  which  might  have  been  the  share  of 
the  petitioner  if  his  inchoate  right  had  not  been 
defeated  bv  the  restitution  of  the  prizes.  But  the 
practice  of  the  United  States,  durin^p  the  Revo- 
lution and  since,  has  been  in  opposition  to  such 
claims.  The  citizens  of  the  United  States  have 
a  right  to  expect  protection  from  their  Govern- 
ment; but  in  no  situation  have  the  United  States 
ever  considered  themselves  bound  to  make  pecu- 
niary compensation  to  those  of  her  citizens  who 
have  suffered  loss  by  the  encroachments  of  foreign 
nations.  But  the  United  States  have  sacred  aad 
important  duties  to  perform  to  herself  and  her 
citizens  in  this  respect:  not  in  making  pecuniary 
compensation  herself,  but  in  maintaining  the 
honor  of  the  nation,  enforcing  obedience  to  her 
neutral  rights,  and  in  procuring  indemnity  from 
such  aggressing  Power,  so  far  as  may  be  practi- 
cable and  consistentxwith  the  means  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States.  But  this  conduct 
of  the  United  States  must  be  voluntary  on  the 
^part  of  the  Government.    The  Government  alone 
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is  the  judge  what  should  be  done  in  any  indi- 
vidual or  in  a  general  complaint ;  and  your  com- 
mittee have  confidence  that  the  Government  will 
|)ursae  that  course  which  is  most  honorable, 
equitable,  and. useful,  having  a  just  regard  to  in- 
dividuals as  persons^  and  the  whole  community 
as  a  body  politic;  and,  upon  this  occasion,  the 
United  States  have  not  been -negligent  in  making 
use  of  reasonable  exertions,  and  furnishing  ra- 
tional means  of  procuring  from  Denmark  dam- 
ages for  the  restitution  of  the  prizes  aforesaid  to 
the  original  British  owners.  A  concise  view  of 
the  "proceedings  on  this  subject  will  best  prove 
this  position. '  As  soon  as  the  Danish  Govern- 
ment, by  the  solicitation  of  the  British  Minister, 
fave  orders  to  restore  the  three  prizes  captured 
y  the  Alliance,  information  of  it  was  given  to 
Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  then  in  France,  who 
immediately  communicated  this  intelligence  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  also^ent 
a  memorial  to  the  King  of  Denmark,  protesting 
against  the  restitution,  and  demanding  the  order 
to  be  rescinded,  and  the  vessels  to  be  delivered  to 
the  French  Consul,  from  whose  care  they  had 
been  taken,  and  demanding  compensation  to  the 
amount  of  fifty  thousand  pounds  sterling,  at 
D^bich  these  prizes  were  then  estimated,  provided 
they  were  not  in  a  situation  to  be  restored  to  the 
captors:  that,  in  consequence  of  the  letter  of  Dr. 
Franklin  to  Congress,  a  resolution  was  adopted 
the  25th  of  Octo&r,  1787,  instructing  our  Minis- 
ter at  Versailles  to  renew  the  claim  upon  Den- 
mark for  the  prizes  given  up  to  Great  Britain 
during  the  war,  and  demanding  a  pecuniary  com- 
pensation equivalent  to  the  value  of  them  ;  in- 
vesting the  said  Minister  with  poWer  finally  to 
settle  said  claim,  and,  if  necessary,  to  appoint 
Chevalier  John  Paul  Jones,  or  any  other  agent 
to  the  Court  of  Denmark,  with  such  powers  and 
instructions  as  he  mi^ht  deem  most  conducive 
to  a  successful  isvsoe.  In  cbnsequence  of  which 
power  Paul  Jones  was  appointed  their  agent  by 
Mr.  Jefferson,  late  President  of  (he  United  States, 
and  then  Minister  at  Paris ;  that  this  agent  went 
to  Copenhagen,  and  in  March,  1786,  repeated  the 
claim  of  compensation.  The  Danish  Govern- 
ment answered  this  agent,  that  the  affair  would 
be  referred  to  th€  Baron  de  Blome,  the  Danish 
Minister  at  Paris,  to  be  negotiated  between  bim 
and  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  petitioner's,  and  the 
other  vessels  cruising  in  concert,  were  under  the 
command  of  Chevalier  Paul  Jones  in  the  first 
voyage,  if  not  during  the>whole  cruise,  and  Chev- 
alier Jones  and  the  commanders  of  the  squadton 
entered  into  a  written  agreement  for  the  distri- 
bution of  the  prize  money  Which  might  accrue 
upon  the  success  of  the  crtii«e ;  which  agreement 
the  petitioner  has  attempted  to  invalidate,  and 
upon  which  the  committee  do  not  feel  themselves 
called  upon  to  decide :  that  after  the  last  applica- 
tion was  made  by  Paul  Jones  to  the  Danish 
Court  he  entered  the  Russian  service,  and  no 
measures  have  ever  been  taken  since:  so  that 
reasonable  exertions  were  made  at  those  times  to 
obtain  compensation  for  those  prizes;  but  all  was 
fruitless. 


The  Danish  Court  has  never  denied  tite  right 
of  the  captors  to  indemnity.  When  Dr.  PraDk- 
lin  wrote  to  Count  Bernstorf,  he  referred  him  to 
Baron  de  Blome,  the  Danish  Minister  in  France; 
and  upon  the  application  of  Commodore  Pial 
Jones^  promise  of  negotiation  was  made,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  same  Minister.  It  is  the  opinioo 
of  your  committee  that  the  Goveramfnt  never 
should  relinquish  said  elainl,  in  anjr  transactioat 
or  negotiations  between  the  two  Qotremneois; 
and  they  hope,  upon  a  convenient  opportooitjr. 
to  renew  this  claim  of  damages,  when  the  Coori 
of  Denmark  would  be  ^tisposed  to  settle  agre6 
ably  to  justice,  from  a  love  of  thai  neutral  charac- 
ter by  which  Denmark  has  acquired  to  moefa 
giory,  and  in  order,  likewise,  to  emulate  the  con- 
duct of  the  United  States  towards  the  stibjeets 
of  that  Kingdom.  But  your  committee  eanoot 
think  that  the  petitioner  has  any  legal  claim  upoi 
this  Grovernment;  but  the  GoFernment  akme  is 
the  jodffe^and  the  rightful  judge.  What  measures 
should  be  pur&ued  in  relation  to  the  subject, aad 
all  others  of  the  same  tenor.  The  committee 
feel  no  inclination  to  deny  that  the  memorialist 
fulfilled  the  orders  of  his  superiors ;  nor  do  they 
feel  it  their  duty  to  examine  that  point, aorwbe 
ther  the  argreement  entered  into  by  the  petitioaer 
and  the  commanders  of  the  squadron  sailiagiB 
concert  would  be  binding  or  nugatory,  u  these 
two  positions  can  have  no  bearing  upon  the  pres- 
ent inquiry,  whi«i^  is.  whether  the  United  States 
are  liable  to  the  captors  for  the  three  prizes R- 
stored  by  Penmark.  as  stated. 

The  right  to  make  war  belcmgs  totbewrcr- 
eign  power  of  a  natron,  which  rests  with  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  by  tbetr  reprtseola- 
tives ;  and  individaalb  cannot  take  aay  steps 
themselves  withobt  authority.  Persois,  there* 
fore,  fitting  out  privateers  to  crabe  afiinstthe 
enemies  of  that  country  of  which  they  are  moa- 
hers,  acquire  the  property  of  whatever  eapiures 
they  may  make  as  a  compensation  for  thett  ser- 
vices, disbursements,  and  the  risks  they  rm. 
They  acquire  the  right  from  the  commissioa 
wirich  issues  to  thebi  from  the  power  controUie^ 
the  operations  of  the  war ;  and  these  captaresaie 
made  under  certain  regulations  or  tews  adopted 
by  the  power  granting  the  commissions.  Soal^ 
times  a  part,  sometimes  the  whole  capture,  b^ 
longs  to  the  captor  {  thia  ^epeids  oj^d  r^l^  ^ 
the  contract  by  which  the  distribuuon  is  reg^ 
iated.  And  (hough  the  lore  of  justice  and  hatred 
of  oppression  may  enter  into  the  raotires  or  in- 
ducement for  this  sertiee  of  maki^  capiorcs,  the 
prospect  of  riches  constitutes  part  of  the  induce 
ment :  so  that  the  nature  of  the  service  profc 
satisfkctory  tiiat  the  United  States  never  mten^ 
to  be  responsible  for  the  captures  lost  in  ^ 
a  way,  or  in  any  other  way  where  the  United 
States  could  not  control,  by  reasonable  P"^* 
tion,  the  event  which  produced  the  loss;  aw. 
in  fact,  where  the  United  States  are  noteulpiWe, 
they  are  not  liable. 

The  nature  of  this  sertiee  in  the  Americaa 
Revolution  was  know^  to  all  en|[a^d  in  it,  sod 
more  especially  the  perils  of  cruisiag  in  the  very 
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Delghborbood  of  England,  With  her  forttiidtbte 
nary,  the  place  where  these  prizes  were  taken. 
In  this  sitaatioB,  to  give  the  squadron  as  men- 
tioned all  the  henefit  arising  from  the  importance 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  prerent  those  en- 
gaged in  her  serrice  from  being  ponsidered  as 
pirates,  they  not  only  acted  under  commissions, 
btit  orders  from  Dr.  Franklin,  who  designated 
the  neutral  potXs  where  it  was  most  probable  the 
captures  would  be  s^fe  until  they  could  be  sent 
with  more  safety  to  the  United  States,  or  some 
ally :  and  for  the  benefit  of  this  squadron  and  the 
American  cause,  he  gaVe  Written  orders.by  which 
the  squadron  was  to  be  goveraed  yvmi  in  one  of 
his  letters  of  instruction  to  Chevalier  John  Paul 
Jones,  be  says:  ^^  The  prizes  yoa  make  send  to 
Dunkirk,  Ostend,  or  Ber'geq,  in  Norway,  accord- 
ing to  your  proximity  to  either  of  these  ports;" 
Thus  giving  his  Own  weight  of  character,  and 
the  influence  of  the  United  States,  for  the  benefit 
of  those  employed  in  the  pubHc  service  of  this 
c€M]ntry,  and  from  his  information  directing' the 
captors  to  plat^es  of  the  most  security. 

The  observations  made  above  will  apply  with 
e^tial  if  not  greater  force  to  the  case  of  the  me- 
morialist, who  was  inr  the  s^^vice  of  the  United 
Statea,  commanding  a  frigate,  with  the  advan- 
ta^s  of  capture  allowed  to  others  commanding 
privateers. 

It  is  also  well  established  by  th«  law  of  na- 
tions, previous  to  the  Revolution,  and  whidh  law 
was,  during  the  Revolution,  acknowledged  and 
atted  under  by  the  United  States,  that  the  prop- 
erty in  goods  captured  cannot  be  transferred,  so 
as  to  divest  the  rieht  of  theori^inal  owner,  unless 
hf  a  sentence  of  condemnatioii  by  a  court  of 
competent  jurisdiction ;  and  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  or  the  courts  of  an  aMy,  »k>ne 
would  have  been  competent ;  so  that  the  captors 
nev«r  had  a  vested  right.  The  captore  gave  an 
iochoate  right,  which  would  have  been  perfeeted 
by^  condemnation  of  a  competent  tribaaal ;  and 
the  letters  of  Dr.  Franklin  show  that  the  prizes 
were  intended  for  the  United  States,  and  much 
danger  was  apprehended.  In  Joknson^a  New 
York  Reports,  vol.  ii,  p.  471 ;  Brown'i  Civil  and 
Admiralty  Law,  p.  251  to  260;  Attmi,  vol.  ii,  p. 
242;  this  doctrine  above  is  established:  all  which 
prove  the  hazards  of  the  captors,  and  by  oae  of 
those  unforeaeeh  events  did  defeat  their  right  he- 
fore  its  completion. 

Upon  inquiry  from  the  Departmeat  of  Sute, 
it  appears  that  the  United  States  have  no  f^inids 
of  any  kind  in  possession  belonging  to  Denmark, 
and  no  part  of  this  claim  can  be  dtstiuguished  in 
that  way.  The  committee  hope  that  the  claim 
will  not' be  disregarded  in  any  adjustment  of  the 
claims  or  other  complaints  which  may  be  the 
aot>|ect  of  negotiation  between  the  two  coantries 
of  Denmark  and  the  United  Slates. 

This  view  uken  of  the  subject  has  been  pre- 
dicated upon  the  ground  that  the  commanders  of 
the  squadron,  of  which  the  memorialist  was  one, 
had  been  set  on  foot  by  the  United  States  alone. 
Bert  thel'e  is  a  different  view  of  the  subject,  from 
which  it  would  resiilt  that,  if  there  uma  any  Ua-r 


biiity  in  this  case,  France  would  be  the  respon- 
sible nation,  or  at  least  equally  bound  with  the 
United  States. 

It  appears  to  your  committee  that,  previous  to 
the  cruise  of  the  squadron  with  which  the  Alli- 
ance was  associated)  the  Court  of  France  had 
some  naval  expedition  in  view  asainst  England; 
and  as  Paul  Jones,  Eso.  had  iMgnalized  himself  in 
a  sea  engagement  in  taking  the  Drake,  application 
w^s  made  to  Dr.  Franklin  for  his  services  to  com- 
mand in  the  enterprise,  which  was  srranted.  The 
project  was  formed  by  the  Court  of  Frtnce.  Paul 
iones  was  furnished  with  some  of  the-King's  ship». 
the  officers  of  Which  were  to  have  temporary 
American  commissions,  and  for  some  reasons  of 
the  Ministry  of  France  it  was  wished  that  the 
expedition  mi^bt  be  considered  as  American,  and 
that  Dr.  Franklin  should  give  the  instructions  in 
his  name  f  but  he  never  paid  or  received,  in  be- 
half of  the  United  States,  any  money,  directly, 
or  indirectly,  on  account  of  this  enterprise*  and 
the  whole  outfit  for  the  squadron  was  committed 
to  Monsieur  de  Charmount,  an  agent  of  the 
French  Qovernment;  and,  after  several  changes 
as  to  the  destination  of  the  enterprise,  the  final 
intention,  under  which  the  cruise  set  sail,  was  to 
intercept  and  attack  the  Biiltic  fleet.  At  the 
time  of  this  enterprise,^France  beinff  engaged  in 
war  with  England,  and  the  ally  of  the  United 
States,  the  Aniance  frigate  was  under  orders  to 
carry  Mr.  John  Adams  back  to  America  from 
Europe;  and. the  Minister  of  the  French  Marine, 
by  a  written  letter,  requested  of  Dr.  Franklin 
that  he  would  lend  the  Alliance  to  strengthen 
the  little  squadron  aforesaid,  offering  a  passage 
to  Mr  Adams  in  one  of  the  King^  ships.  Dr. 
Franklin  consented  to  the  request,  with  the 
doobie  view  to  obfa'ge  the  Minister  of  the  Ma- 
rine, and  to  obtain  some  English  prisoners  to  ex- 
change for  the  Americans  m  captivity  in  Eng- 
land. That  the  ships  with  which  the  Alliance 
was  conaorted  were,  1st,  the  Bonhomme  Richard, 
bought  and  fitted  by  the  King  of  France  for 
Captain  Jones:  2d,  the  Pallas  frigkte;  3J,  the 
Vengeance,  a  corvette;  4th,  the  Cerf,  a  cutter, 
all  belonging  to  the  King;  and  two  privateers 
sailed  with  the  squadron,  but  were  not  considered 
as  part  of  the  armament;  that  Dr.  Franklin  made 
no  agreement,  nor  any  other  person  for  hrm,  with 
the  commanders  of  said  expedition,  respecting 
the  shares  they  were  to  draw  severally  of  the 
prizes  which  might  be  taken. during  the  said 
cruise;  that  iie  lent  the  vessel  (Alliance)  at  the 
Minister's  request;  and  that  the  captain,  before 
they  sailed,  entered  into  an  agreement  to  divide 
the  prizes  according  to  the  rules  of  the  United 
States,  as  they  acted  under  American  commis- 
sions and  colors,  tt  appears  that,  although  Dr. 
Franklin  expected  the  prisoners  taken,  by  lend- 
ing the  Alliance,  to  exchange  wjth  Great  Britain, 
he  was  disappointed  on  account  of  difficulties 
which  occurred  in  Holland,  and  they  were  ex- 
changed for  French  prisoOers;  tha't  the  disburse- 
ments for  the  frigate  Alliance  wej;e  paid  by  the 
King  of  France,  while  under  the  command  of 
CapiiiiQ  Jones,  inclnding  the,  period  in  which  the 
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prizes  were  taken,  viz:  let^on  her  refit  id  Hol- 
land, and,  2d,  on  her  refit  after  tier  return  to  L'Or- 
ient;  and  though  the  petitioner  considered  him- 
self not  tinder  the  conacnand  of  Commodore  Jones 
after  her  return  to  France,  (the  first  time  after  he 
had  made  the  captures  which  were  sent  to  Ber- 
gen,) still  Dr.  Franklin  considered  him  in  that 
service.  For  it  is  certain  that  the,  memorialists 
acted  under  the  orders  originally  ^iv-en  to  Paul 
Jones,  which  copy  was  given  him  becauve  it 
was  uncertain  whether  the  B[pnhomme  Richard, 
commanded  by  Paul  Jones,  could  cruise  as  soon 
as  the  Alliance,  and  whether  the  agreement 
entered  into  by  the  commanders  was  binding, 
respecting  the  prizes  taken  while  Jones  was  ab*. 
sent,  vbich  is  not  the  province  or  duty  of  the 
eommittee  to  determine.  It  was  after  these  prizes 
had  been  taken  and  carried  into  Bergen,  that 
the  Alliance  agftin  joined  the  squadron  of  Cap- 
tain Jones,  a  few  days  after,  off  Flam  borough 
Head,  about  the  22d  of  September,  1779.  wben 
they  engaged  together  and  took  the  two  English 
men  of  war,  the  Serapis  and  Countess  of  Scar- 
borouffb.  Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  Alliance  joined  in  the  enterprise  set  on  foot, 
projected,  and  patronised  by  the  Court  of  France 
against  the  common  enemy  of  the  United  Si&tes 
and  France,  and  that  the  commanders  undertook 
the  enterprise,  knowing  all  the  circumstances 
enumerated,  and  entered  into  an  agreenaent  with 
each  other  as  to  the  share  of  the  profit;  and  al- 
though the  committee  cannot  see  that  France  or 
the  United  States  should  be  liable  to  make  good 
the  damages  to  the  memorialist,  stilly  if  aiw  be 
liable,  it  would  certainly  be  the  French  Gov- 
ernment, if  dot  in  whole,  at  least  in  equal  paru. 
Vide  Franklin's  Works,  vol.  5.  p,  80. 

Upon  this  view.of  the  subject,  the  committee 
submit  the  following  resolution : 

Reiolved^  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  b^  granted. 


GENERAL  ARTHUR  ST.  CLAIR. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  February  dd,  1810.] 
Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  Committee  of  Claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Arthur  St. 
Clair,  made  the  following  report: 

That  the  petitioner  claims  the  reimbursementof 
the  sum  of  eighteen  hundred  dollars,  (advanced 
by  him  in  the  year  1776,  to  Major  W.  Butler,  of 
2d  P.  B.,  to  begin  in  the  northern  department  the 
re-enlistment  of  the  troops  then  in  service,  in  or- 
der to  form  a  part  of  the  permanent  army  of  the 
United  States,  conformably  to  the  resolutions  of 
Congress;  which  claim  is  founded  upon  a  re- 
ceipt in  the  following  words  and  figures,  viz: 
"TicoNDEHOGA,  Oc/o6er,  26, 1776. 
^'Received  of  General  St.  Clair  eighteen  hun- 
dred dollars,  for  the  recruiting  service. 

*»WM.  BUTLER,  M^or  2d  P.  J?  « 

Which  paper  is  hereuntoannexed;  under  whteh 
receipt,  and  on  the  same  paper,  the  following 
memoranda  are  made:  *'Gave  Captain  Wilson 


one  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  for  the  same 
purpose^  October  30.  Captain  Moore  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-two  dollars;  November  3,  Mr. 
Armstrong  seven  dollacs  and  ten  cents."  The 
committee  are  satisfied  that  the  petitioner  ad- 
vanced the  sum  mentioned,  for  the  object  and  in 
the  manner  set  forth  by  the  memorialist;  that  it 
was  applied  to  the  re-enlistment  of  the  perma- 
nent army  by  Major  Butler;  that  the  United 
States  have  received  the  benefit  of  the  sum  ad- 
vanced ;  that  neither  the  United  States  nor  Ma- 
jor Butler,  have  ever  paid  any  nart  of  the  said 
sum  to  General  St.  Clair.  Of  the  authenticiqr 
of  Butler's  receipt  there  can  be  little  doubt.  Be- 
sides the  internal  evidence  of  the  original  (Kiper, 
and  being  on  a  piece  of  paper  containing  private 
memoranda,  written  with  the  same  pea^and  ink 
apparently,  the  eertificate^of  Joseph  Howel,  jun., 
assistant  commissioner  of  army  aceoants,  that 
the  claim  had  been  laid  before  him  6th  Novem- 
ber, 1787 ;  and  also,  that  before  the  deatli  of  Ma- 
jor Butler,  or  as  early  as  1793,  the  receipt  was 
put  in  possession  of  Mr.  Ross,  aa  attorney,  to 
bring  suit  against  aaid  Butler.  Howel's  certifi- 
cate. No.  1.  Ross's  certificate,  No.  2.  In  a  traas- 
action  of  this  kind^  the  committee  would  not  be 
satisfied  of  the  justice  of  this  elaim,  upon  a  proof 
that  the  money  bad  been  advanced  for  tJie  Uni- 
ted States;  but  would  require  presumptive  satis- 
factory evidence  that  tbQ  reimbursement  never 
had  been  made  of  this  parricular  sum. 

This  evidence  is  furnished  by  tbecircttmstance 
of  this  case,  and  the  documents  of  the  memoriaL 
Although  the  memorialist  has  had  various  set- 
tlements with  the  Govemmeht  of  the  United 
StateS)  except  the  final  settlement  of  his  accoonts 
for  reyolutionary  services  with  Pierce  ia  1787, 
he  never  could,  with  propriety,  have  made  ilie 
claim.,  as  they  were  accounts  arising  for  disburse- 
ment of  monevs  for  specified  purposes,  and  for 
services  and  .clairas  arising  from  considertLlions 
lon^  since  the  American  Revolution,  and  with 
which  other  claims  could  not  have  been  blended. 
In  the  settlement  of  his  army  accounts  with 
Pierce,  he  might  have  laid  in  bis  claim  for  the 
91)800.  No  positive  proofs,  independent  of  the 
positive  declarations  of  the  memorialist,  exist  of 
the  exhibition  of  the  claim  for  settlement  at  that 
time*  But  the  certifi(bte  of  Jpseph  Howel,  the 
sucoessop  of  Pierce,  establishes  two  facta,  whkh 
remove  all  doubts  on  this  part  of  the  subject :  that 
William  Butler,  to  wbom  the  %lfiQO  had  been 
advanced,  had  not  settled  his  public  accounts^ 
which  was  the  reason  why  Pierce  could  not  ad- 
mit this  claim  as  alleged  by  St.  Clair;  and  sec- 
ondly, that  the  f  1,800  did  not  appear  upon  the 
books  of  the  office  of  army  accounts  in  £avor  <^ 
the  memorialist ;  and  the  want  of  a  settlement  of 
accounts  with  Butler  seemed  a  reason  wb  v  Howei 
did  not  take  uppn  himself  to  ftettle  said  claim  Ui^ 
6th  of  November,  1787  $  from  thete  two  facta,  it 
seems  certain  that  the  petitioner,  in  1797,  sMkle 
claim  to  this  $1,800,  which  had  not  been  allowed, 
and  that  aU  subsequent  settlements  and  transac- 
tions between  him  and  the  United  States  were 
of  a  totally  distinct  nature,  and  c^uld  not  indode 
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sucb  a  claim  as,  ifais.  CoosideriDg  the  circum- 
stances  of  this  case,  the  committee  do  not  think 
the  lapse  of  time  a  presumptive  evidence  that  the 
claim  has  been  })aid,  having  a  particular  regard 
to  the  conduct  of  Qeneral  ScCiair;  he  has  not 
been  negligent  in  making  claim  either  against  the 
United  Sutes  or  William  Butler.  The  presun^p- 
tion  is  strong  that  this  claim  was  presented  to 
Pierce  for  settlemept  in  1787.  U  is  certain  it 
was  presented  to  Howel  the6ih  November,  1787; 
that  before  the  death  of  Major  Butler,  he  gave 
the  receipt  to  Mr.  Ross,  upon  Which  to  bring  a 
suit,  about  the  year  1793, and,  after. Butler's  death, 
applied  to  bis  ej^ecutors ;  that  he  presented  his 
petition  to  reimburse  him  this  money  in  the  year 
1803;  that  previous  to  this  time,  Ross  had  re? 
turned  the  receipt  of  Butler,  upon  a  belief  that  an 
action  would  not  lie  against  his  executors  for  mo- 
'  ney  advanced  for  public  purposes ;  and  that  in 
'  1809,  the  executrix  of  William  Butler  refused  to 
give  the  petitioner  his  books,  containing  hisac- 
'  count  with  the  petitioner;  that  the  memorialist 
-  never  could  have  presented  his  claim  to  any  of 
the  officers  of  the  Government  for  liquidation 
after  the  23d  of  July,  1788;  (see  vol.  12,  journals 
i  of  old  Congress,  page  77  ;)  and  the  statute  never 
was  suspended  as  to  this  class  of  claims ;  the  sus- 
pension only  applied  to  a  prior  resolution,  respect* 
'  ing  claims  for  military  services  which  were  bar- 
red aAer  August,  1786;  (see  vol.  10,  journals, 
page  255;)  and  the  act  suspending  the  statute  of 
iimitations,  passed  the  27tli  March,  1793,.only  as 
to  claims  for  personal  services ;  (see  Laws,  vol.^ 
2,  pages  31, 32.)  A  paper  purporting  t&  be  a  state- 
ment of  accounts  between  General  St.  Clair  and 
MaiJorBtHler  in  the  handwriting  of  the  petitioner; 
the  petitioner  has  satisfactorily  explained  how  that 
paper  came  to  be  in  bis  own  ka^writing ;  but 
that  paper,  if  evidence  in  the  case,  would  estab- 
lish important  facu  in  favor  of  Ckneral  St.  Clair. 
It  appears,  by  this  documenU  that  the  money  was 
advanced^  by  Oeneral  St.  Clair,  and  that  money 
applied  to  the  benefit  of  the  United  States  and 
balanced  hy  money  expended  by  Major  Butler 
in  the  recruiting  service.  So  far  from  these  facts 
absolving  the  Qovernment  frdm  the  payment  of 
Ibi4  claim,  they  make  the  claim  more  obligatory 
upon  the  United  States,  as  the.  money  was  ad- 
vanced at  a  most  perilous  and  interesting  moment, 
and  gives  the  claim  the  most  meritorious  marks ; 
nor  can  there  be  any  presumption  that  this  money 
i  had  been  previously  paid  to  Qeneral  St.  Clair  by 
:  the  Paymaster  General  or  any  of  the  officers  or 
I  agents  of  the  Government,  but  the  presumption 
;  is  very  strong  the  other  way,  that  it  was  not  ad- 
yanced  to  him  by  the  agents  of  the  United 
i  States :  first,  because  he  had  then  received  the 
commission  of  General,  and  did  not  stand  in  such 
a  relation  to  Major  Butler,  as  to  suppose  with 
him  the  deposite  of  money  was  made  for  the  use 
of  Major  Butler:  second,  the  time  and  plaoe  of 
making  the  advance  in  the  North,  proves,  with 
other  facts,*  that  Major  Butler  bad  finished  the 
recruiting  service  in  the  formation  of  his  com- 
paoy  whtle  captain  and  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
that  the  recruiting  the  men  to  enlist  as  a  perma- 


nent part  of  the  army  was  the  recruiting  alluded 
to.  (See  General  WashingtOD's  letter  on  this 
subject,  referred  to  by  the  memorialist.)  It  is  be^ 
lieved  by  the  committee,  that  the  money  ad- 
vanced to  Major  Butler  to  recruit  his  company  in 
Pennsylvania  was  furnished  by  the  United  States, 
and  given  to  the  petitioner  while  colonel  in  the 
United  Slates'  army, and  in  the  State  of  Pensyl- 
Yania;  and  the  account  between  Colonel  St. 
Clair  and  Captain  Boiler,  as  to  money  for  recruit- 
ing men,  in  the  first  instance,  ceased  with  the 
completion  df  that  employment,  which  ended 
after  the  army  left  Philadelphia  for  the  North ; 
and  on  August  12th,  1776,  Colonel  St.  Clair  waa 
commissioned  Brigadier  Qeneral,  and  the  money 
advanced  to  Major  Butler  was  on  October  26th; 
and  it  is  presumed,  unless  the  contrarv  appears, 
that  General  St.  Clair's  elevation  in  rank  changed 
his  relations  as  it  re^tpected  the  nr^en  commanded 
by  Major  Butler,  and  that' he  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  regiment  of  which  Butler  was  a  part, 
only  as  it  composed  a  |>art  of  his  brigade.  In- 
dependent of  these  considerations,  the  existence 
of  the  receipt  of  Major  Butler,  in  the  possession 
of  the  petitioner^  fufrnishes  strong  and  violent  pre- 
sumption that  the  money  mentioned  in  it  has 
never  been  paid,  either  by  the  Government  or 
Butler ;  if  by  the  Government,  the  foundation  of 
the  claim  wonld  havie  be^n  required,  and  as  the 
receipt  was  the  ba^is  of  that  claim,  it  must  have 
been  repaid;  if  Butler  had  ever  satisfied  this 
claim,  he  certainly  would  have  taken  in  his  re- 
ceipt. It  would  be  a  presumption,  not  wavranted 
by  law  or  reason,  to  suppose  that  the  petitioner 
has  ever  been  divested  of  this  paper,  and  that  he 
has,  in  any  way  whatever,  come  to  the  improper 
possession  of  the  receipt  a«rain.  The  fact  must  be 
taken  as  found,  that  he  hofds  the  receipt  bcnafrtty 
without  its  having  ever  been  discharged.  The 
committee  need  not  say  more,  to  show  the  im^ 
propriety  of  blending  this  account  of  ^,800, 
with  other  accounts,  between  the  petitioner  and 
William  Boiler,  or  with  the  United  States;  the 
item  of  $1,800,  advanced  at  Ticonderoga,  haa 
alone  occupied  the  attention  of  ih^  committee, 
and  they  think  it  would  be  improper  to  blend  it 
with  other  distinct  inquiries,  not  embraced  by 
the  claim.  They  are  satisfied  that  the  petitioner 
advanced  the  money;  that  it  was  applied  to  the 
benefit  of  the  United  States;  that  he  has  used 
reasonable  diligence  to  have  said  clainii  settled ; 
and  that  the  said  sum  has  a^ver  been  paid  by  the 
United  States  or  Major  Butler  to  the  petitioner; 
and  if  it  appears  upon  the  Treasury  books,  or  books 
of  the  War  Office,  that  General  St.  Clair  is  in- 
debted to.  the  United  States,  it  cannot  invalidate 
his  claim ;  in  this  case  it  could  only  go  as  an 
offset  for  so  much.  But  this  inquiry  is  not  before 
the  committee ;  there  in  a  remedy  for  the  ease  of 
public  debtors.  This  claim  being  barred  by  the 
statute,  the  committee,  as  in  other  cases,  feel  bound 
to  recommend  the  following  resolution  : 

Reaohed,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

[Nora.— The  papefs  referr^  to  in  this  report 
are  not  now  lo  be  found.] 
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The  Embargo^^InstrucHom  to  Chlkctors. 


EMBARGO. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  May  35,  1809.] 
Tbeasurt  Department, 
May  23,  1809. 

Sir  :  The  act  laying  an  embargo,  passed  on  the 
22d  of  December,  1807,  has,  in  conformity  with* 
the  expressions  used  4n  the  twelfth  section  of  the 
DOD-intercourse  act,  been  considered  as  still  in 
force,  so  far  as  related  to  foreign  vessels.  Such 
vessels  have,  therefore,  been  permitted  lo  depart 
only  in  ballast,  or  with  the  cargo  on  board,  when 
notified  of  the  embargo.  That  construction  of  the 
law  necessarily  flowed  from  the  expressions  al- 
luded tq,  which  limit  the  repeal  of  so  much  bftbe 
embargo  acts  as^elated  to  the  departure  of  ves- 
sel^, to  vessels  owned  by  citizens  of  the  United 
6tates---expressions  which  would  have  been  alto- 
gether inoperative,  bad  a  difierent  construction 
been  adopted.  Nor  was  the  Executive  vested 
with  anv  discretion  to  make  a  distinction  in  favor 
of  vessels  belonging  to  those  nations  with  which 
commercial  intercourse  was  permitted  by^  the  act, 
however  consistent  with  the  presumed  intention 
of  the  Legislature  such  distinction  might  have 
been. 

Without  dwelling  on  the  inconveniences  which 
bave  resulted,  it  is  only  necessary  to  add  that  the 
expressions  used  in  the  eleventh  section  of  the 
DOB-intercourse  act,  by  virtue  of  which  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  with  Great  Britain  will  again 
be  permitted  after  the  10th  day  of  June,  are  such 
as  certainly  to  repeal  every  restriction  laid  by  the 
eipbargo  laws  on  British  vessels.  It  follows  that, 
after  that  day,  those  vessels  will,  in  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  be  permitted. to  take  on  board 
cargoes,  and  to  depart  with  the  same  for  any  per- 
mitted foreign  port,  while  foreign  vessels,  belong- 
ing to  the  other  nations  with  which  commercial 
intercourse  is  permitted,  will  still  be  forbidden  to 
depart  with  such  cargoes  on  t>oar4«  As  it  is  pre- 
sumable that  a  bill  intended  to  correct  that  def^t 
would  be  altogether  unobjectionable,  and  as  there 
are  now  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States  many 
foreigu  vessels  belonging  to  friendly  nations, 
which  are  detained  only  on  that  account,  permit 
me  respectfully  to  submit  the  propriety  of  acting 
immediately  on  the  subject,  and  without  wait- 
ing for  a  decision  on  the  more  complex  modifi- 
caiioasof  the  non-intercourse  act  which  the  late 
change  in  our  foreign  relations  may  render  ne- 
cessary. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  4bc. 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Hon.  GHAtRHAN,  Omhmittee  of  Commerce,  J^c, 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO  COLLECTORS. 

[Communicated  to  the  Houm,  Jan.  20,  1810.] 

Treasitrt  Department, 

January  20, 1810. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  th^ res- 
olution of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 


8lh  instant,  to  transmit  copies  of  the  oDlygeDml 
itistructions  to  the  collectors  of  costoms,  to  be 
found  in  the  records  of  this  departmeot,  rebtire 
to  refusing  clearances  to  any  private  armed  t«* 
sel  of  the  United  States. 

By  the  first,  bearing  date  April  8, 1797,  it  ii 
directed  '^  that  the  sailing  of  armed  vessels,  not 
6ona,/icfe  destined  to  the  Bast  Indies,  be  restitlBd 
until  otherwise  ordained  by  Congress."  Although 
no  instructions  of  a  prior  date  to  that  effect,  ap- 
pear to  have  been  given  by  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, it  is  understood  that  this  regalation  oalj 
confirmed  what  had  been  the  previoas  geDftil 
practice.  And  it  has  ever  since  been  consider^ 
as  being  in  force,  except  when  sopersedetl  fori 
time  by  the  temporary  instructions  of  Mtrch2l 
1798,  herewith  transmitted,  and  during  the  coa- 
tinuance  of  the  acts  of  Conj^ress  of  Jane  % 
1798,  and  March  3,  1805;  the  first  of  which  ex- 
pired on  the  3d  of  May,  1802,  and  the  lastontbe 
21st  of  April.  1806. 

I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATO 

The  Hod.  Speaker  ofihe  Bbusej^c. 


Treasctrt  Depabtmbht, 

April  S^ilTi, 

Sir  :  The  depredations,  to  which  the  comooet 
of  the  United  States  is  at  present  exposed,  ban 
giv«n  rite  to  a  question,  which,  being  of  geiotl 
concern,  is  therefore  made  the  subjeetof  aeim* 
lar  commanieation. 

The  question  is,  whether  it  be  lawful  to  ira 
the  merchant  vessels  of  the  United  Slates,  foi 
their  protection  .and  defence,  while  eoga^  ib 
regular  commerce  ? 

It  is  answe^d,  that  no  doubt  is  eacerMiaed, 
that  defence,  by  means  of  military  force,  aftiost 
mefe  pirtites  and  sea-rovtrs.  is  lawfiil;t^wB* 
ing  or  vessels,  bona  fide  engaged  in  tra4«  to  tW 
Bast  indies,  is,  therefore,  on  account  of  the  dti- 
ger  from  pirates,  to  be  permitted  is  hereiofoce; 
but,  as  the  armiv^  of  vessels  destined  for  iai^ 
pean  or  West  Indu  commerce  raises  a  presoap- 
tion,  that  it  is  done  with  hostile  iDteatioa* 
against  some  ^ne  of  the  belligerent  Datioos,ii< 
may  cover  eolhisive  practices,  incoosisteot  vw 
the  act  of  Congress  of  June,'  1794,  unless  gaarW 
by  prorisiotts  more  effectual  than  havebeeBOio' 
erto  established  \  it  is  directed  that  thesailiotj 
armed  vessels,  not  bona  fide  destined  to  ^^*J^ 
Indies,  be  restrained  until  otlierwiseordaioeovy 
Conffre«8« 

Information  has  been  received  that  some  Tff; 
sels  are  arming  by  strangers,  fbr  the  V^^V^^ 
capturing  the  vessels  of  the  United  States.  Tb< 
utmost  vigilance,  on  the  part  of  the  coll^^f^ 
prevent  the  progress  of  this  evil,  is  ^i*J\ 
Where  tbertfis  reasonable  ground  to  beliefetiti 
vessels  are  equipped  for  the  purpose  of  beiag  e** 
ployed  against  the  commerce  of  thiscoootrjrM 
are  to  be  arrested,  and  the  circumstances  sutei  » 
this  department.    I  am,  4bc.  ^^ 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

To  <li€  Collector  of  the  CuMomcf — 
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JmtrueUoM  to  CoUedon, 


Trgasoiiy  Dbpabtmbnt, 

MaiC^  21, 1798. 

Sir:  It  bas  be«D  determioed  \>y  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  that,  under  present  circum- 
stances, it  has  become  necessary  to  modify  the 
iastruetions  issued  from  this  department,  on  the 
8th  of  April,  1797,  in  such  manner  as  no  longer 
to  restrain  vessels  of  the  United  States  from  sail- 
ing in  an  armed  condition,  when  destined  to  be 
employed  in  a  regular  and  lawful  commence. 

But  though  you  are  to  consider  the  general 
prohibitioni  as  no  longer  remaining  in  force,  it  is 
the  expresQ  command  of  the  President,  that  jom 
seize  and  detain  all  vessels  respecting  which 
there  may  exist  reas6)iabfe  ground  of  suspi- 
cion, that  they  are  ib tended  to  be  employed 
contrary  to  law,  and  particularly  tp  the  act  of 
Congress  passed  on  the  5th  day  of  June.  1794, 
entitled  ''An  act  in  addition  to  the  act  for  the 
punishment  pf  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,"  or  the  act  passed  the  Uth  day  of  June, 
1797,  entitled  "An  act  to  preveut  citizens  of  the 
United  States  from  privateering  against  nations 
in  amity  with,  or  against  citizens  of  the  United 
States.'' 

You  will  also  consider  it  to  be  your  duty  to 
prevent  evasions  pf  the  act  passed  on  the  14th 
day  of  June,  1797,  entitled  *^An  act  prohibiiinaf 
for  a  limited  time  the  exportation  of  arms  and 
ammunition,  and  for  encouraging  the  importa- 
tion thereof;"  bjr  confining  the  quantities  of  the 
said  articles  which  may  be  returned  as  constitut- 
ing the  equipment  of  any  vessel  within  reason- 
able limits. 

A  confident  reliance  is  entertained  that  all  your 
proeeediop  under  these  inatmctiona,  will  be 
marked  with  decision  and  impartiality. 

I  am,  d^. 

OLIVER  WOLOOTT. 

To  the  Collector  of  the  C^toma  of . 


[CoDuauiMcated  to  the  Senate,  Feb.  98, 1810J 

n  ike  Smatt  of  the  Vmted  States : 

1  transmit  to  the  Senate  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  complying  with  their  resb- 
hitiOQ  of  the  16th  instant. 

JAMES  MADISON. 

February  22, 1810. 

Teeabort  DepartmbnTi 
February  2^,  1810. 
Iq  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  of 
the  Idih  instant,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasu- 
ry respectfully  reports  to  the  President  of  the 
United  States: 

That  exports  to,  and  imports  from,  the  ports  of 
France  have  not  been,  nor  are  now,  permitted,  in 
the  act  "  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Qre^t  Britain  and 
Prance,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other 
purposes.'' 


That  exports  to,  and  imports  from,  the  ports  of 
Great  Britain  were,  in  conformity  with  the  proc- 
lamation of  the  President  of  the  19th  day  of 
April,  1809,  announciuf^  that  the  British  Orders 
in  Council  would  be  withdrawn  on  the  10th  dav 
of  June  ensuing,  permitted  from  the  said  10th 
day  of  June  and  until  th^  dth  day  of  August 
ensuing. 

That,  the  President  having,  by  his  proclama«> 
tion  of  the  9th  day  of  Augustj  1809,  announced 
that  the  British  Orders -in  Council  w^re  not 
withdrawn  on  the  10th  day  of  June  preceding, 
and,  eonacqueatly,  that  the  .trade  renewable  on 
the  evetit  of  the  said  orders  being  withdrawn, 
was  to  be  considered  as  under  the  operation  of 
the  several  acts  by  which  alieh  trade  was  sua* 
pended,  iafoamatioD  thereof  was  immediately 
transmitted  to  the  several  coUeetors,  by  a  ciron* 
lar,  dated,  alto,  *<  August  9th,  1809."  a  copy  of 
which  is  herewith  transmitted,  and  also  of  a  post* 
script  directed  to  the  collector  on  the  Lake:!. 

Thau  the  collectors  were  inforrated,  by  that  ciiH 
cular,  (which  has  already  been  laid  bj  the  Pres- 
ident before  Congress,  at  the  opening  of  the 
present  session,)  that  the  act  above-mentioped 
was,  in  every  respect,  applicable  to  Great  Britain 
and  her  dependenciea;  but,  that  the  Presidept 
had  also  directed  a  suspension  of  seizures  and 
prosecutions  in  certain  cases,  arisip^  from  acts 
which  would,  in  conformity  with  his  proclaou|:<- 
tion  of  the  19th  dav  of  April  preceding,  have 
been  conaidered  as  lawful;  and  that,  in  such 
cases,  the  vessels  and  cargoes  might  be  admitte4 
to  entry. 

,  That  no  other  instruction^but  those  contained 
in  the  said  circular,  have  been  givep  on  thatsnb** 
ject  to  the  collectors;  and  that,  if  any  collector 
has  kuowincly  admitted  to  an.  entry  goods  the 

frowth  and  manufacture   of  Great  Britain  or 
'ranee,  in  any.  other  caae  but  those  enumerated 
in  the  circular  above-mentioned,  auch  act  is  un^ 
known  to  this  department,  and  would  be  consid-' 
ed  as  a  hi^h  breach  of  duty. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

ALBERT  GALLATIN. 
The  Presijdemt  <^  the  United  States* 


CIROOJuAR. 

Trbasitrt  Department, 

Av^uBt  9, 1809. 

Sir:  You  will  herewith  receive  the  copy  of  a 
proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  announcing  that  certain  British  Orders 
in  Council  were  not  withdrawn  on  the  lOlh  day 
of  June  last,  and,  consequently,  that  the  trade, 
renewable  on  the  event  of  the  said  orderr  being 
withdrawn,  ia  to  be  considered  aa  under  the  ope* 
ration  of  the- several  acta  by  which  8ue{k  trade 
was  suspended. 

Th(B  act  ^  to  amend  and  continue  in  force  cer- 
tain parts  of  the  act,  entitled  *An  act  to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourte  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,"  pataed  on 
the  28th  day  of  June,  is,  therefoee,  in  every  te* 
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spect,  applicable  to  Great  Britain  and  her  de- 
peodencieSf  as  well  as  to  France  and  her  depefnl- 
encies;  anything  in  mj  circular  of  20th  June 
last,  to  the  contrary,  notwithstanding. 

It  results  that,  from  the  receipt  of  this,  you 
must,  in  erery  instance,  except  as  hereinafteir ex- 
pressed, refuse  clearances  for  British  ports,  re^ 
quiring,  as  usual,  bonds  from  all  vessels  bound  to 
permitted  ports,  in  the  manner  provided  by  the 
third  section  of  the  act  above-meutioaed.-  But, 
as  many  British  vessels  have,  or  may,  come  iatd 
^the  ports  of  the  United  States,  in  consequence  of 
the  President's  proclamation  of  the  19th  day  of 
April  last,  he  directs  that  you  will  permit  such 
British  vessels  to  -depart,  without  gtving  bond, 
either  in  ballast  or  with  the  cargo  on  board,  when 
notified  of  the  enclosed  proclamation :  it  beine, 
however,  understood  that  this  indulgence  shall 
not  be  extended  to  any  other  vessels  than  such 
M  are  now  in  the  ports  of  the  United  States,  or 
such  as  may  hereafter  arrive,  having  sailed  from 
a  foreign  port  before  information  of  the  ^closed 
proclamation  shall  have  been  received  at  such 
port. 

The  President  also  directs,  that,  until  a  decis- 
ion from  Congress  on  that  unexpected  point 
shall  have  been  obtained,  or,  iintil  otherwise  in- 
structed, seizures  or  prosecutions  for  supposed 
contraventions  of  either  the  above-mentioned  act, 
or  of  the  non-intercourse  act  of  1st  March  last, 
arising  from  acts  which  would,  in  conformity 
with  bis  proclamation  of  the  19tD  of  April  last, 
have  been  considered  as  lawful,  shall  be  suspend- 
ed in  the  following  cases,  viz : 

1.  All  vessels  which  have  entered  a  British 
port,  since  the  10th  of  June  last,  or  which  may 
nereafter  enter  such  port,  having  sailed  for  the 
same  before  information  of  the  enclosed  procla- 
mation had  been  received  at  the  port  of  depart- 
ure, so  far  as  relates  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty 
which  may  accrue  or  have  accrued  by  reason  of 
their  having  thus  entered  a  British  port. 

2.  AH  vesseb  which  have  arrived,  either  from 
British  ports  or  with  British  merchandise,  in  the 
United  States,  subsequent  to  the  10th  of  June 
last ;  and  also  all  vessels  which  may  hereafter 
thus  arrive,  having  sailed  for  the  United  States 
before  information  of  the  enclosed  proclamation 
shall  have  been  received  at  the  port  of  departure, 
80  far  as  relates  to  any  forfeiture  or  penalty  ac- 
cruing from  having  arrived  or  arriving  in  the 
United  States  from  Brittah  ports,  or  withBritish 
merchandise. 

3.  All  vessels,  now  owned  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  and  sailing  under  the  American 
flag,  which,  being  in  a  foreign  port  at  the  time 
when  the  enclosed  proekoialion  will  be  made 
known jat  such  port,  shall,  with  all  due  diligence, 
depart  therefrom,  and  return  without  delay  to  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  relates  to  any  forfeiture 
or  penalty  accruing  from  their  arriving  in  the 
United  Stales  from  British  ports  or  with  British 
merchandise. 

In  the  above-mentioned  cases  of  vessels  arriv- 
ing in  the  United  States,  and  which  are,  for  the 


present,  exempted  fVom  seizcrre,  the  vessels  and 
cargoes  may  he  admitted  to  entry. 

The  time  when  the  enclosed  proclnmatioa 
shall  have  been  known  at  the  ports  of  departore, 
respectively,  must  be  ascertained  by  the  betf 
means  in  your  power,  and  you  may  refer  doobt- 
ful  eases  to  this  department. 

Application  may,  of  course,  still  be  inmde,ia 
all  cases,  for  an  absolute  remission  of  the  forfeit- 
ure and  penalties,  in  the  manner  provided  forb|^ 
law ;  the  instruction  herein  given  to  abstnin  kom 
prosecutions  and  seizures  in.the  aboveenentiane^ 
cases,  being  only  intended  to  prevent  the  expo- 
ses and  inconvenience  to  which  the  parties  eoa- 
cerned  would  otherwise  be  exposed. 

I  am,  very  respectfully^  dbc. 

ALBERT  GALLATm, 

The  Collector  of 

Postscript  to  the  Collectors  on  tf^e  Lakes. — Too 
will  observe  that  exportation  to  the  British  terri- 
tories is  not  forbidden,  by  land,  nor  in  any  other 
manner  thao  ships  or  vessels,  as  will  appear  tf 
the  third  section  of  the  act  or  2Sth  of  Jane  last 
and  according  to  the  spirit  of  the  instructioos  of 
the  President,  all  merchandise  which  had  left 
Montreal,  or  any  other  port  in  Canada,  for  the 
United  States,  before  the  enclosed  proclamatioi 
was  known  at  such  port,  is  admissible  to  entry, 
and  will  not,  for  the  present,  be  liable  to  serzare 
or  subject  the  pi^rties  concerned  to  prosecutioo. 

A.G. 


NATURALIZED  SEAMEN  RECflSTERBD. 

[Communicattd  to  theHoose,  March  10, 1810.] 
Departmbmt  op  State, 

March  5, 1810. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receire  yonr  let- 
ter of  the  26th  ultimo,  requesting  *^a  statemeat 
of  the  whole  number  of  personslyom  in  foretn 
countries,  and  legally  admitted  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  by  naturalization,  aiid  who  have 
been  registered  as  American  seamen,  and  retnrne^ 
as  such  jto  the  Department  of  State,  accordiag  ii 
the  list  transmitted  by  the  collectors  of  the  eos- 
toms,  in  pursuance  of  the  law  relative  to  the  re- 
lief and  protection  of  American  seamen." 

In  reply  to  this  letter,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  tk 
report  made  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  ik 
House  of  Representatiyes  on  the  2d  of  Febroarr. 
1809,  in  which  it  will  be  seen,  that  the  wbok 
number  of  naturalized  citizens  then  returned  to 
this  department,  as  registered  seamen,  was  449: 
and  to  add.  that  it  appears  from  the  returns  for 
the  year  1809,  that  128  naturalized  citizens  were, 
during  that  year,  registered  as  American  seamri- 
and  so  returned  to  this  departmient. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dec. 

R.  SMITH- 

Hon.  Thomas  NbwtoIc, 

Chairman  Committee  of  Commerce^  ^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2397 


APPENDIX. 


2398 


Repairing  FYijg'cUes,  ^c.-^'Navy  Hospitals, 


BEPAIIUNO  FAIGATE8,  d(c. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  June  12,  1809.] 

Navy  Depabtment,  June  9, 1809. 

Sir:  I  ha^e  receured  your  letter  of  yesterday's 
date,aDd.  io  reply,  have  the  honor  to  state: 

1st.  That  the  cost  of  repairing  each  of  the 
frigates  now  lying  at  the  navy  yard,  Wasbing- 
tOB,  cannot  be  estimated  with  any  degree  of  |>re- 
oision,  until  each  frigate  shall  have  been  thor- 
oughly examined  in  her  huU,  masts,  spars,  rig- 
ging, sails,  water,  casks,  tSoc,  and  the  precise  state 
of  each  particular  ascertained.  I  some  time  since 
directed  such  ezamiuation  to  be  made,  and  re- 
ported to  me,  but  this  has  as  yet  only  partially 
been  done ;  and  being  apprehensive  that  some 
days  may  elapse  before  I  shall  have  it  i\L  my 
power  to  afiord  satisfactory  information  *pon 
this  subject,  I  have  supposed  that,  in  the  mean- 
time, it  would  be  agreeable  to  the  committee  to 
receive  information  upon  the  other  points  of  your' 
letter,  and  therefore  proceed  to  state :        ^ 

2dly.  That  the  difference  between  keeping 
each  of  the  public  armed  vessels  in  service,  for 
six  months,  from  this  time,  and  laying  them  up 
in  ordioarv  immediatel^r,  circumstanced  as  they 
now  are,  their  crews  being  generally  in  debt  for 
advances  of  money  and  clothes  made  to  them, 
and  their  supplies  of  provisions,  and,  in  a  great 
measure,  all  their  other  supplies  being  now  actu- 
ally on  board,  would  be  from  three  to  four  months' 
pay  of  their  respective  crews;  that  is— - 
For  a44«nn  frigate,  about  -  -  -  $17,000 
86        do  do    •        •        -        -       15,000 

3S        do  do    ...        .       13,000 

l&^nbrig T,000 

l^-gon  schooner       -        .    .    -        .         6,000 

In  replying  to  your  third  ^lueryj  requiring  **a 
companitive  statement  of  the  building  and  the 
annual  expense  of  maintaining  a  gun  on  board  a 
frigate  and  a  gunboat,"  it  is  necessary  to  suppose 
a  particular  caae.  I  will  take  the  frigate  Presi- 
dent, mounting  fifty-six  guns;  forty-two  pound 
carroaades,  and  twenty.four  pound  long  cannon. 

Tbia  frigate  eost  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  eight 
cents,  say,  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand 
dollars.  A  gunboat,  carrying  two  guns,  will  coat 
twelve  thousand  dollars.  A  gunboat,  carrying 
one  gun,  will  coO.  about  nine  thousand  dollars* 
The  frigate  will  require  four  hundred  and  twen- 
ty men  to  man  her,  and  can  be  maintained,  in, 
actual  servicr,  at  an  annual  expense  leas  than  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  including 
the  pay  of  officers  and  seamen,  provisions,  re- 
pairs, medicine,  contingenciea,  and  every  other 
expense  of  every  description.  A  gunboat,  mounts 
iog  one  or  two  suns,  will  require  forty-five  men 
to  man  her,  and  cannot  be  maintained  in  actual 
service,  at  an  annual  expense  le«s  than  eleven 
thousand  seven  hundred  dollars,  including  every 
expense.  It  hence  fesults  that  the  buiulingof 
nineteen  gunboats,  each  carrying  two  guns,  aod 
carrying  thirty-eight  guns  in  the  whole,  would 
cost  more  than  the  building  of  a  frigate  mounting 


fifty-six  guns  ;  that  the  number  of  men  required 
for  a  frigate  mounting  fifty-six  guns,  would  not 
be  sufficient  to  man  ten  gunboats  carrying;  in  the 
one  case,  tweotv  guns,  in  the  other  case,  ten 
guns ;  that,  to  fight  fifty-six  guns,  on  board  of 
twenty-eight  gunboats,  wo'uld  require  twelve 
hundred  and  sixty  men  ;  and  to  fiffht  them,  dis- 
persed in  fifty-six  gunboats,  would  require  two 
thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  men;  an4 
thai  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  twenty  men 
employed  on  board  of  frigates^  monntiog  each 
fifty-six  guns,  and  each  requiring  four  hundred 
and  twenty  men,  can  fight  three  hundred  and 
thirty-six  guns,  consisting  o(  forty-two  pound 
carronades,  and  twenty-four  pound  long  cannon. 

With  respect  to,  the  expense  per  gun.  it  ap- 
pears that  fifty- six  guns,  mounted  on  board  of  a 
friffate,  can  be  maintained  at  an  annual  expense 
of  less  than  one  hundVed  and  twenty  thousand 
dollars;  that  the  annual  expense  per  gun,  on 
board  of  a  gupboat  (parrying  two  guns,  will  be 
five  thousand  eiffbt  hundred  and  ufty;  and  on 
board  of  a  gunboat  carrying  one  gun,  eleven 
thousand  seven  hundred  per  annum;  that  the 
difference  between  the  annual  expense  of  fight- 
ing fifty-six  guns  on  board  of  a  frigate,  and  twen-. 
ty-eight  gunboats,  carrying  fifty-six  guns,  is  two 
hundred  and  seven  thousand  six  hundred  dollars; 
and  that  the  difference  in  the  annual  expense  of 
fighting  fifty-six  guns  on  board  of  a  frigate,  and 
fifty-six  gunboats  carrying  each  one  gua,  is  five 
hundred  and  thirty-five  thousand  two  hundred 
dollars. 

The  annual  expense  of  keeping  the  gunboats' 
(other  than  those  now  in  service,  and  those  yet 
on  the  stocks)  in  ordiuary,  would  be  about  sixty- 
four  thousand  dollars. 

As  to  the  saving  already  made  by  laying  up 
these  boats  in  ordinary,  it  is  impossible  at  this 
time  precisely  to  ascertain  it,  as  the  department 
is.  not  informed  of  the  day  on  which  each  boat 
was  laid  up.  I  can  only,  at  this  time,  form  a 
conjecture  as  to  the  amount,  which  is  supposed 
to  be  equal  to  pne  month's  pay  of  the  crews  dis- 
charged ;  that  is,  about  eighteen  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  dbc. 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

RicHARn  CuTTB,  Esq.,  Chairman^  fc. 


NAVY  HOSPITALS. 

[Communicated  (o  the  House^  February  20,  1810.] 
Mr.  BASSfiTTy  irom  the  Committee  on  the  Na- 
val Esublisbment,  made  the  following  report: 

That  their  attention  had  boen  caUed  by  the 
Secretary  to  navy  hospitals.  To  his  memoranda, 
herewith  presented,  they  beg  to  refer.  It  remains 
for  your  committecrto  state  their  conviction  of 
the  propriety  of  the  Secretary's  suggestions,  and 
to  congratulate  the  House  that  the  opportunity 
is  offered  to  ameliorate  greatly  the  situation  of  a 
meritorious  portion  of  citizens,  without  recurring 
Jto  the  public  treasury.    Of  all  classes  of  society 
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seanen  reqaire  most  the  paternal  foresight  of 
QoverDmenL  Habit,  whicti  tyrannizes  07er  man 
in  every  situation,  makes  tiie  sailor  ever  regard- 
less of  to-morrow  ;  like  the  infant,  he  requires  a 
guardian,  or  old  age  brings  with  it  miserable  pov- 
erty. On  this  principle,  our  Government,  as  well 
as  others,  have,  from  seamen's  wages,  raised  a 
fund  for  marine  hospitals,  with  guardian  oare  set- 
ting apart  a  portion  of  the  earnings  of  health  for 
a  support  in  sickness  and  decrepitude.  The  ob- 
ject is  to  give  this  principle  a  more  operative  di- 
rection, and  not  to  deviate  from  it  in  tne  slightest 
degree.  The  sailor  alone  shall  be  able  to  exult 
in  the  comfortable  lasylum  prepared  for  his  aged 
and  enfeebled  brother>  whilst  the  farmer,  himself 
pressed  by  the  hard  hand  of  poverty,  may  view 
with  complacency  the  comfort  of  others,  whicH 
co&t  not  an  additional  stroke  of  his  hoe  or  hit  axe. 
The  committee  recommend  the  following  resolu- 
tions: 

Resolved,  That  the  twenty  cents  per  month 
deducted  by  law,  from  the  pay  of  the  officers>and 
seamen  of  the  Navy,  together  with  such  sums  as 
may  be  due  or  become  due  to  deserters,  shall  be 
made  a  fund  for  building  and  supporting  navy 
hospitals,  to  be  expended  under  the  direction  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  and  others,  as  Com- 
missioners of  said  fund. 

Besolvedj  That  all  fines  imposed  on  officers, 
seatneU)  and  marines,  shall  accrue  in  aid  bf  the 
hospital  fund,  and  that  one  ration  shall  be  allowed 
the  hospital  for  every  person  admitted,  to  be  de- 
ducted from  their  accounts  on  settlements,  and 
when  any  one  shall  be  received  into  the  hospital, 
who  shall  be  entitled  to  a  pension,  such  pension 
shall  be  paid  to  the  hospital  during  his  continu- 
ance therein. 

Re$clvedy  That  the  unexpended  balance  in  the 
hands  of  the  Treasurer,  of  the  twenty  cents  here- 
tofore deducted  from  the  pay  of  the  officers  and 
seamen  of  the  Navy,  shall  accrue  to  the  navy 
hospital  fund. 


Navy  Department,  Feb.  22, 1810. 
Sir:  Availing  myself  of  the  latitude  allowed 
me  bf  the  honer^ble  committee  of  which  you  are 
the  chairman,  1  submit  for  qonsideration  the  fol- 
lowing observations  and  notes  relative  to  pensions 
and  hospitals : 

1st.  As  it  respects  the  pensions  of  seamen  and 
marines* 

By  the  eighth  section  of  the  a(?t  for  the  better 
government  of  the  Navy,  it  is  provided  that  the 
pensions  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  half  the 
monthly  pay^ 

The  power  of  reffolatiog  the  pay  of  seamen 
and  marines  is  vested  in  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  that  of  seamen  has  been  granted  ac- 
cording to  circumstances^  depending  principally 
on  the  waxes  given  in  the  merchant  service. 
Hence,  in  the  years  1796,  1799, 1800,  and  1801^ 
their  pay  was  $17  per  month.  In  the  years  1802, 
aB4 1803,  it  was  914;  afterwards  ((10,  and  is  now 
912  per  month.    The  pay  of  the  marine  was 


early  fixed  at  9^  per  month,  and  hate  ander|ODe 
no  change. 

Soldiers  in  the  land  service  may  receive  a  pen* 
sfon  of  $5  per  month. 

Hence,  it  is  obvious  that,  under  present  laws, 
great  inequality  exists  with  respect  to  peosioos. 
The  same  descriptions  may  at  one  time  receiTe 
$8  50  per  month,  at  another  97,  at  another  $6,  tt 
another  9^  per  month. 

The  most  valuable  seamen,  however  crippled  ii 
the  public  service,  eould  not  now  receive  a  pet- 
sion  exceeding  $6  per  month ;  an^  in  the  jretr 
1800,  or  1801,  an  inferior  seaman,  sustainiag  lesi 
disability,  might  have  received  9^  ^  per  moatL 
Cases  ot  this  kind,  indeed,  are  now  to  be  foao^ 
upon  the  peision  roil.  It  appears,  too,  that  the 
pension  provided  for  tl^  marine  is  two^fifths  lea 
than  that  provided  for  the  soldier  in  the  land  so- 
vice.  This  distinction  between  the  marioe  ui 
the  soldier  is  certainly  not  founded  in  any  pria- 
ciple  of  justice.  Its  existence,  it  is  presumed,  bit 
escaped  the  attention  of  Congress,  otherwise  it 
would  not  have  been  suffered  so  long  to  the  pl^ 
judice  of  the  marine. 

A, strong  dissuasive  to  the  continQaDce  of  tbif 
distinction  arises  out  of  the  fact  that  the  peosioD 
of  the  marine  is  paid  out  of  a  fund  which  his  en- 
terprise contributed  to  raise,  whereas,  lo  pay  tlie 
pension  of  the  soldier,  Congress  have  to  ntke 
annual  appropriations  of  money  out  of  the  Trei- 
sury. 

To  remove  the  existing  pernicioos  iaeqaalitr 
in  the  pensions  of  seamen  of  the  same  class,  m 
sostaimng  similar  disabilities,  and  to  place  tke 
marine  on  an  equality  in  this  respect  with  the 
soldier,  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  of  S3d  of 
April,  1800,  oufht  to  be  repealed,  so  fir  as  respects 
the  pensions  of  seamen  and  marines,  aoditoegbt 
to  be  declared  by  law  that  the  pension  of  the  alile 
seamaj^  should  not  exceed  — *- dollars  peroMHh*, 
thatof  the  ordinary  seaaMui,.or  boy,  — ^doUan; 
and  that  of  a  non-com  missioned  ooHser,  aasktaB, 
or  pritate,  in  the  marine  corps,  9^  per  moaih. 
Under  such  a  law,  the  coaipensation  tor  wooads 
sustained  in  the  public  service  might  be  giadat* 
ted  by  the  measure  of  disability  incline;  ud 
as  the  law  ought  to  provide  for  the-  higbestdia* 
hiliiy  that  may  be  sastaiaed,  it  is  conceived  that 
the  blank  for  able  stfamen  might  be  filled  with 
910,  and  that  for  ordinary  seamen  and  boys  with 
96,  without  transcending  the  bounds  of  justice,  or 
falling  short  of  the  dictates  of  humanity.  Snreif 
910  per  month  would  Qotbe  an  extravagant  eon* 
pensation  to  a  poor  crippled  9ailor,  deprired  of 
the  use  of  his  limbs  in  liis  country's  service,  fcod 
who^  when  notable  to  pursue  his  professioa,  ii 
erapnatieally  like  a  fish  out  of  water,  and  is  is 
utterly  incapable  of  making  any  kind  of  peofi- 
sion  for  his  support,  as  the  disabled  soldier,  whe 
bad  never  seen  salt  water,  would  be  on  board  <if 
ship. 

2dly.  As  it  respects  hospitals  for  the  relief  «f 
sick  and  disabled  seamen.     ^ 

As  a  fund  fbr  the  reliefof  sick  and  disabled  tea- 
men, the .  Secretary  of  the  Navy  is  required  to 
deduct  from  tbe  pay  of  each  officer,  aeamaa,  and 
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marfne,  belon^ragr  to  the  Navy,  twenty  cents  per 
month,  and  to  pav  the  siame  qnarter-annaally  into 
the  Treasury,  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of 
the  President  of  the  United  Slates.  The  amount 
thus  deducted  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  is  $55,- 
649  29,  and  there  is  a  considerable  sum  deducted, 
but  not  yet  paid  into  the  Treasury;  atid  yet  no 
navy  officer  has,  and  but  very  few  of  the  navy 
seamen  have,  received  any  benefit  from  it. 

By  law  the  like  deduction  of  twenty  cents  per 
month  is  made  from  the  pay  of  eikch  seaman  in 
the  merchant  service,  and  the  whole  fond  thus 
raised  is  applicable  indiscriminately  to  the  relief 
of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the « Navy, 
and  the  seamen  of  the  country  generally.  The 
inconveoiences  and  embarrassments  which  arise 
from  th6  placing  of  persons  enga&^ed  lender  mili- 
tary law  in  the  public  service,  in  hospitals  where 
no  such  law  eitists,  have  escaped  the  attention  of 
Congpress.  In  the  few  cases  which  have  occurred 
of  navy  seamen  being  sent  to  such  hospitals^  ex- 
perience has  proved  that  the  commanding  officers 
of  the  ships  from  which  they  were  sent,  could 
never  get  returns  made  to  them,  and  that,  on  an 
average,  three  out  of  five  haTe  deserted  as  soon  as 
they  got  in  a  convalescent  state.  Hence  the  pro- 
priety of  having  distinct  establishments  for  the 
relief  of  sick  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  of  the 
Navy.  Let' the  fund  drawn  from  the  seamen  in 
the  merchant  service  be  appropriated  for  the  re- 
lief of  seamen  in  that  siervice;  and  let  the  fbod 
deducted  from  the  pav  of  the  officers,  &c.  ofth^ 
Navy,  be  appropriated  exclusively  for  thetti.  If 
such  a  law  existed,  and  the  supplementary  pro-' 
visions  hereafter  ^u^gested  were  authorized  by 
law^  there  might  be,  in  a  very  short  time,  six  ca- 
|>acious  hospital  estkbliehed.  in  which  all  the 
sick  of  every  description  of  the  Navy  might  be 
comfortably  nursed ;  al^  the  wives  of  seamen 
killed  in  action  itoight  be  supported  ^all  the  chri« 
dren  supported  and  educated,  and  young  men  just, 
enterhig  the  service  as  midshipmen  might  acqqire 
the  invaluable  knowledge  of  the  theory  of  navi- 
gation, lunar  observations,  and  naval  tactics,  W-itb- 
out  costing  the  public  a  single  cent.  If  doubts 
should  be  entertained  as  to  the  capacity  of  the 
meaiis  to  accomplish  these  important  and  highly 
interesting  objects,  they  may  easily  be  removen 
by  actual  demonstration. 

In  addition  to  the  twenty  cents  per  month,  let 
funds  be  raised  from  such  of  the  following  sources 
as  may  be  thought  most  advisable,  or,  to  complete 
the  goodly  work  at  once,  let  the  whole  of  them 
be  added  to  the  fund. 

Ist.  Let  Congress  declare,  by  Itfw,  that  all  the 
balances  due  to  deserters  from  the  service  should 
be  forfeited,  and  thus  applied. 

3d.  That  the  balances  due  to  seamen  dying  in 
the  service,  should  be  invested  in  funds,  and  the 
interest  thus  applied,  until  such  balances  should 
be  called  for  by  either  the  wives,  children,  or 
known  legal  representatives  of  the  deceased. 

3d.  Let  the  dbabled  person  entitled  to  a  pen- 
sion make  his  election  between  goine  into  a  hos- 
pital for  life,  or  receiving  the  pension  allowed 
aiia  by  law.    If  he  preferred  going  tntn  a  hospi- 
llthCoar.  duS£SS.~76 


tal  for  life,  which  many  would  do,  then  his  pen- 
sion to  be  applied  towards  the  support  of  the  hos- 
pital 

4th.  Let  the  balance  at  this  time,  or  the  unap- 
plied amount  of  the  money  raised  by  deducting 
twenty  cents  per  montb  from  the  pay  of  the  offi- 
cers, ^c.  of  the  Navy,  be  thus  applied. 

5tn.  Let  Congress  add  to  the  twenty  cents 
which,  by  the  act  of  2d  March,  1799,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  is  required  to  deduct  from  the 
pay  of  the  officers,  seamen,  anci  marines,  of  the 
Navy ;  instead  of  twenty  cents,  fifty  might  be  de- 
ducted. This  of  itself  would  produce  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  per  cent  upon  the  amount  now 
deducted.  The  officers,  seamelQ,  and  marines 
would,  it  is  confidently  believed,  cheerfully  eon- 
sent  to  a  dedcrction  of  ode  dolbir  per  month  fronii 
their  pay.  If  they  kitrew  that  the  amount  was  to 
be  applied  ea^clnsively  to  their  benefit. 

6th.  Let  the  rations  of  the  seamen  or  marine, 
and  one  of  the  rations  of  each  officer,  while  in 
the  hospital;  be  deducted  and  thus  applied.* 

7th.  Let  alt  mulcts  of  pay  by  seotenee  of  courts 
martial,  and  all  stoppages  of  grog  for  minor  ofien- 
ces,  be  thus  applied. 

Sth.  Let  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent,  on  slop  cloth- 
in^  fdmlshed  the  seamen,  be  thus  applied.  At 
this  time,  the  sailor  on  board  ship  is  furnished 
with  slop  clothing  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-three 
and  a  third  per  cent,  less  than  he  could  get  it  at 
out  of  a  slop  shop,  so  that  if  ten  per  cent,  on  the 
preseopt  price  were  added,  tbe  seamen  would  still 
get  the  slon  clothing  from  fiftee;i  to  twenty-three 
and  a  thiru  per  cent,  less  tfaaa  he  could  buy  it  for 
oQt  of  a  slop  shop.  Hence,  he  could  not  reason- 
ably complain  at  the  making  of  the  proposed  ad- 
dition to  the  price,  especially  when  he  would  re- 
fleet  that  the  amount  thus  to  be  prodnced  was  in- 
tentfed  exoltnively  for  his  benefit  and  that  of  hia 
brother  seamen. 

In  addirtou  to  these  provisions,  it  will  be  reool- 
lected  that  many  of  the  officers  necessary  for  the 
hospitals  might  be  selected  fromamonr  those  dIsN 
abled  in  |ha  service,  who  would  gladly  serve 
without  any  addition  to  their  pensions,  excepliu]^ 
meveiy  their  board,  the  cost.of  which,  to  tbeea* 
tabiishmeot,  would  be  very  ineonsideraole.  There* 
are  now  on  the  roll  of  pensioners,  one  captain  of 
the  Navy,  one  lieuteaaat,^  one  surgeon,  one  aar- 

*The  ration  would  of  itself  be  sufidMit  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  evetj  description  of  provisions,  wines, 
liquors,  dec.  required  for  the  sick  in  ho6[Mtals,  under 
proper  regulations.  The  experiment  has  been  foirly 
tried  in  a  small  hospital  at  New  York,  under  the  care 
of  Doctor  Sarnod  R.  Marshall,  a  surgeon  in  the  Navy 
of  the  United  States.  The  following  is  the  result  of 
that  experiment : 

For  three  months,  one  ration  per  day  for  each  man  nek 
in  the  hospital,  at  twenty  cents,  amounted 

to $628  so 

The  expense  of  every  description  of  provi- 
sions, dec  including  pot  herbs,  soap,  and 
candles,  was 801  67^ 


Letaving  a  balance  in  ikvor  of  hospital,  of  $820  6! 
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geoD's  mate,  aqd  a  number  of  boauwaias,  guoaers, 
saiimakers,  sergeants  of  marines,  cooks^^c. 

Further,'it  is  presumed  that  in  or  near  the  navy 
yards  would  be  the  most  suitable  places  for  the 
erection  of  hospitals.  In  that  case,  the  command- 
ants of  the  yards  might  be  governors  ^ex-officio 
of  the  hospitals,  without  any  additional  pay  what- 
ever. With  tnem  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy 
would  hold  bis  correspondence  upon  all  subjects 
in  relation  to  the  hospitals, 

Tbe  wives  of  seamen,  killed  in  .the  service, 
would  make  nurses  and  attendants  on  the  sick ; 
do  all  the  necessary  sewing,  washing^  dbc.,  and 
their  children  might,  with  the  pensioners  and 
convalescents,  work  the  gardens. 

The  persons  having,  the  immediate  charge  of 
the  liospitals  ought  to  be  acquaioted  with  navi- 
gation, d^c.  and  have  the  qualifications  of  teach- 
ers; so  that  the  children  of  seamen,  killed  in  tbe 
service,  might,  when  not  at  work  in  the  gardens, 
be  taught  reading,  writing,  and  ciphering;  and 
young  men,  lust  entering  the  service  as  midship- 
men, might  be  sent  to  the  hospitals  to  be  taught 
navigation,  d^c. 

'  If  deemed  expedient,  eight  or  .ten  dollars  per 
month  might  be  deducted  from  the  pay  of  mid- 
shipmen, while  studying  navigation  injLhe  hospi- 
tals, and  the, amount  might  oe  applied  towards 
paying  the  teacher^  or  if  more  than  sufficient  for 
that,  towards  defraying  the  general  expenses  of 
the  hospitals.  This,  indeed,  would  be  learning 
them  this  valuable  knowledge,  at  less  expense 
than  they  could  possibly  acquire  it  in  any  other 
way.  To  me  it  appears  very  clear,  that  the  ef- 
fects of  such  institutions,  under  proper  regula- 
tions, would  be  happy  indeed.  The  wretched 
sailor,  covered  with  wounds  received  in  the  ser- 
vice of  his  country,  might  be  saved  the  debasing 
employment  of  beggary ;  the  woman  widowed, 
the  child  orphaned,  in  the  gallant  achievements 
of  the  husband  and  father,  might  be  rescued  from 
wretcbednesa,  probably  disgrace.  A  body  of  men 
devoted  from  gratitude  to  the  service  of  their 
country  would  here  be  raised  up ;  the  benefits  or 
education  would  be  extended;  acompelitrontobe 
admitted  into  tbe  public  service  would  be  excited; 
and  the  brave  would  be  encouraged  ami  stimula- 
ted, without  costing  the  public  one  additional 
cent*    Respectfully  submitted  by 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 


Hon.  BuRWBLL  Basbbtt, 

'  Chairman  Naval  Commiiiee, 


QUARTERMASTER'S  DEPARTMENT. 

[Commnnicated  to  the  Senate,  March  IS,  1810.] 
War  Department,  Jan,  1;  1810. 

Sie:  The'inconveniencesaod  embarrassments 
■to  the  service,  together  with  the  neglect  and  loss 
of  property,  arising  from  the  irregular  and  un- 
precedented manner  in  which  the  Cluartermas- 
ter's  Department  is  conducted,  render  it  my  duty 
to  suggest  the  propriety  of  some  further  legal 
provbion  on  the  subject.    The  defects  of  the 


f^resent  system  originate  in  tbe  laws«  By  the 
aw  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Eistabh'sbmeot, 
provision  is  made  for  the  appointmeot  of  three 
military  agents,  and  as  many  assistant  miliurjr 
agents,  not  exceeding  one  to  each  miliiarf  poii, 
as  the  President  shall  deem  expedient.  Tk 
law  authorizing  an  addiiiooal  military  foree, 
provides  for  two  brigade  and  eight  regimemtl 
quartermasters.  The  military  agents  aod  assist- 
ant military  agents  are  appointed  by  tbe  Presi- 
dent. The  brigade  quartermasters  by  tbe  brin- 
diers,  and  the  regimental  quartermasters  by  ue 
colonels  of  regiments. 

The  result  of  this. organization  is,  that  then- 
sistant  military  agents,  who  ought  to  account  for 
and  make  returns  to,  the  military  agents,  of  aU 
property  delivered  to  them,  are  not  held  byi 
proper  responsibility,  tbe  military  as[eDts  biriig 
no  power  or  influence  in  their  appointment,  oor 
authority  to  call  them  to  account  for  mal-pnc' 
tices  or'  neglect  of  duty«  The  brigade  and  reg^ 
mental  quartermasters  are  as  little  under  tbeii 
control. 

It  will  also  be  perceived  that  no  provision  it 
made  for  the  appoiotmen^  of  ab  officer  whose 
duty  it  should  be  to  have  charge  of,  and  here* 
sponsible  for  the  property  appertaining  to  ihst 
department,  to  regulate  and  superintend  the  dis- 
tribution of  all  supplies,  and  to  whom  til  subor- 
dinate officers  should  be  accountable. 

In  want  of  such  an  officer,  the  Secretirjof 
War  has  been  obliged  to  perform  the  duties  of 
ftuartermaster  General.  Under  the  Miliiarf 
Peace  EsUblishraent,  those  duties  were  labori- 
ous. Since  raising  the  additional  military  force, 
they  have  necessarily  increased,  until  it  m^' 
gested  by  experience  that,  if  thev  were  comptti- 
ble  with  other  duties  required  or  him,  tbe  Secre- 
tary of  War  cannot  continue  to  discbarjp  ibem, 
either  satisfactorily  to  himself,  or  with  justice  lo 
the  public. 

It  is.  therefore  respectfully  suggested,  tbit 
the  President  be  attthorized  by  law  to  appoint i 
Q^uartermaster  General,  with  ra^k  in  tbe  Annr 
not  exceefling  the  rank  of  - — ^  with  pay  aod 
emoluments  not  exceeding  those  of • 

An  assistant  quartermaster  general,  to  be  taken 
from  the  line  of  captain^  whose  eompeasatioe 
shall  not  exceed  one  half  his  monthly  pty  *b<i 
emoluments. 

As  many  deputy  quartermasters  general,  not 
exceeding  four,  as  the  service  may  require. 

If  taken  from  the  line,  their  compensation  not 
to  exceed  one  half  their  monthly  pay  and  eni^ 
luments;  if  npt  of  the  line,  not  to  exceed  tic 
present  compensation  of  the  military  agents. 

As  many  assistant  deputy  qurtermasters,  bo* 
exceeding  one  to  each  military  post,  as  tbe  ser- 
vice may  require,  to  be  taken  from  the  lio^^ 
allowed  eight  dollars  per  mouthy  (as  prorided 
by  law  for  the  present  assistant  military  agcn^i 

Under  this  arrangement  the  deputy  qoarte^ 
masters  general  would  |>erform  the  duties  at  f^ 
sent  performed  by  the  militarv agents :  **>*■]?"*' 
ant  deputy  quartermasters,  those  performed  by 
the  aasiitant  military  agenti.    Their  r — ^'*' 
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Ikm  being  the  same,  the  atfditionftl  expense  to  be 
incurred  will  consist  prioeipallf  in  the  pay  and 
enelament^  of  the  Q^uariermaster  (General*  with 
the  incidental  expenses  of  his  office,  and  in  one 
additional  deputy  (jnartermaster  general,  if  th^ 
•ervtce  should  require  his  appointmeot. 

In  time  of  peace,  the  proposed  system  being 
less  complicated,  and  possessing  a  more  regular 
asd  rigid  acoooatability,  would  be  far  less  ex- 
pensive in  its  consequences :  at  the  same  time 
that  it  would  instruct  the  officers  in  a  branch  of 
aenrke  acknowledged  by  military  men  to  be  of 
the  first  importance. 

To  meet  a  state  of  war  without  such  an  estab- 
lishmenr,  which  has  been  justly  denominated 
the  right  hand  of  an  army,  would  be  to  disregard 
the  practice  and  experience  of  our  own  and  every 
other  nation,  and  expose  to  hazard  apd  defeat 
every  military  operation. 

With  respectful  consideration,  your  obedient 
servant.  WvEUSTIS. 

Hon  W.  B.  Giles.  C%airfnan, 


CoMMiTTBE  Chamber,  Jan,  13, 1810. 

Sib:  In  obedience  to  the  instructions  of  the 
committee  of  the  Senate,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Message  of  the  President  of  the  United  States 
of  the  3d  instant,  I  now  have  the  honor  of  request- 
ing you  to  submit  a  plan  to  the  committee  for 
establishing  a  general  staff,  or  quartermaster's  de- 
partment, lor  the  Army  of  the  United  States*  I 
am  also  instructed  to  intimate  to  you,  sir,  that  it 
would  be  agreeable  to  the  committee  to  have  the 
plan  as  much  in  detail  as  your  convenience  will 
permit. 

I  have  it  also  in  charge  from  the  committee, 
to  ask  of  you  a  statement  of  military  munitions, 
which  may  be  required  by  the  present  exigen- 
cies of  the  country ;  together  with  an  estimate  of 
the  sum  of  money  which  may  be  necessary  for 
providing  the  same. 

Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept  assurances  of  my 
iiigh  consideration,  d^c. 

WM.  B.  GILES,  Chairnuin. 

Hon,  William  Eustis,  Sec'ry  of  War. 

WAAHrifOTON,  Jaw.  15, 1810. 

8iB :  Your  favor  of  the  1st  instant,  reapeating 
the  establishment  of  the  quartermaateHs  depart- 
viciit  for  the  Anhy  of  the  United  States,  ad- 
dressed to  me,  aa  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
the  Senate^  &c.,  was  not  put  into  my  hands  until 
late  last  evening. 

It  is  probable,  if  it  liad  been  sooner  received,  a 
part  of  my  letter  of  the  13th  instant^  addressed  to 

5oa  in  relation  to  that  subject,  might  have  been 
eemed  unnecessary  by  the  committee. 
Be  pleased,  sir,  to  accept,  my  respectful  com- 
pliments, Ac.  WM.  B.  GILES. 
The  Hon.  William  Eustis. 

Wah  Department,  Jan.  15, 1810. 
Sib:  I  take  the  liberty  of  submitting  for  peru- 
sal and  eonsidefatioD,  the  enclosed  extracts  from 


the  letters  of  Mr.  William  Linnard,  (a  faithful 
and  indefatigable  military  agent,)  which  letters 
were  accompanied  with  the  names  of  several 
assistant  military  agents  to  whom  he  had  made 
disbursements,  and  from  whom  he  had  not  been 
able  to  procure  satisfactory  statements  and  set- 
tlements. 

They  are  among  tha  evidences  daily  occur- 
ring  whicb  evince  the  necessity  of  a  reformation 
in  the  quartermaster's  department. 

With  respecftful  coasideratioa,  your  obedient 
servant.  * 

W.EUSTIS. 

Hon.  W.  B.  GM.BS,  Chairman,  f  c. 


Extract  of  a  letter,  from  William  Llnnard,  Military 
Agent,  dated  , 

Pbiladelpbia,  Sept.  15th.  1809. 
.  "With  respect  to  instructing  the  assistant 
agents  to  forward  requisitions  and  other  evidence, 
to  show  on  what  authority  expenditures  have 
been  made,  I  beg  leave  to  observe,  that,  when- 
ever I  have  bad  occasion  to  write  to  a  newly  ap- 
pointed agent,  I  have  never  failed  to  inform  him 
such  documents  were  indispensably  necessary  to 
accompany  their  vouchers ;  and  although  I  have 
been  very  particular  in  those  instructions,  little 
or  no  regard  has  be^n  paid  to  them ;  and, in  fact, 
iirsome  instances,  where  the  commanding^offieer 
was  assistant  agent,  they  have  ridiculed  the  idea 
as  eztitemely  absurd  to  make  requisitions  on 
themselves.  I  do  believe  it  to  be  impracticable 
to  obtain  those  documents  in  every  insunce,  un- 
less the  assistant  agents  were  more  stationary, 
and  the  principals  clothed  with  more  authority 
than  they  possess.  I  shall,, however,  not  lose 
sight  of  the  object,  but  continue  to  use  my  en- 
deavors ta  obtain  them;  and,  if  I  fail,  it  ought 
not  to  add  to  my  duties,- already  too  much  mul- 
tiplied." 


Extract  of  a  letter,  from  WUUam  Linnaid,  Miliiaiy 
AfttUtdated 

Philadblphia,  Dec.  7th.  1809. 
'*  On  receipt  of  your  instructions  relative  to  the 
accounts,  I  wrote  circular  letters  to  all  the  as- 
sistant agents,  and  in  order  to  enforce  vour  in- 
junctions, and  that  I  might  not  be  misunderstood, 
I  enclosed  copies  of  your  instructions  to  me.  To 
press  the  necessity  of  a  particular  attention  to 
the  vouchers,  I  introduced  the  following  quota- 
tion from  your  letter:  ^  That,  in  all  their  dis- 
bursements, the  authority  of  the  commanding 
officer  should  accompany  the  voucher,  particu- 
larly stating  the  object  of  the  expenditure.* 
Some  of  the  assistant  agents  and  officers  have 
strangely  construed  those  expressions  to  require 
the  authority  the  commanding  officer  had  to 
make  the  requisition ;  and  instead  of  writing  to 
me  for  an  explanation,  they  have  delayed  tneir 
accounts  until  the  commanding  officer  could 
write  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  authorityi 
or  an  explanation." 
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WasbiAoton  Citt,  Nov.  29<4, 1809. 

8» :  Oo  the  eve  of  le^vio^  the  Army,  (unless 
a  prospect  of  active  service  should  forbid  it,)  per- 
mit me  to  address  you  on  the  important  neces- 
aity  of  the  quartermaster's  department  being  re- 
aCored,  iC  it  was  only  on  the  ground  of  economy  : 
for,  to  that  department  belongs  the  care  of  all 
atores  belonging  to  the  Array.  By  the  deranse* 
tneot  of  that  department)  were  atriet  inquiry 
made,  it  would  be  found  that  more  than  one 
hundred  tiiousand  dollars,  haye  been  lost,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  by  the  abolition  of  the 
quartermaaler's  department,  and  the  introduction 
of  a  system  of  iQilitary  agency.  Instances  may 
be  found  of  characters  being  employed  as  agents, 
perfectly  ignorant  of  miluary  affairs,  and  the 
great  duties  imposed  on  them,  and  at  tiroes 
nnsupplied  with  the  means  necessary  of  per-' 
forma  Rt^. 

The  dnarteraMster  Qeoeral  of  an  araiy  Is  an 
•ffieer  of  great  importance,  and  should  beof  high 
rank,  active,  perseverioff,  and  experieneed,  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  geographical  situation 
and  advantages  of  the  country  in  which  an  army 
is  to  act,  so  as  always  to  draw  his  supplies  at  the 
least  posjiible  injury  and  expense.  He  is  prima- 
rily charged  with  all  the  articles  belonging  to 
his  department;  on  him  reqoisitioas  are  to  be 
made  by  ibe  division  quanermasters  for  such 
stores  as  maybe  required  for  their  divisions; 
which  stores  are  to  be  issaed  on  the  returns  of  the 
brigade  quartermasters,  and  so  to  the  regimental 
qoarterinasters,  who  are  to  make  and  deliver  re- 
turns of  all  stores  on  hands  and  delivered  once  in 
three  months,  to  the  brigade  quartermasters,  who 
will  consolidate  and  transmit  them  to  the  divi- 
sion quartermasters,  who,  in  like  manner,  are  to 
consolidate  and  transmit  them  to  the  quarter- 
laaster  general,  who  will  transmit  them  to  the 
Secretary  of  War.  Pursuing  this  nrincipla  it 
can  always  be  ascertained  in  what  division,  bri- 
gade or  reffiment,  there  may  be  delinquency. 

You  will  please  excuse  the  liberty  I  bave  ta- 
k«a  in  addressing  you  on  a  subject  of  great  im- 
portatice  to  the  Armjr,  either  on  a  peace  or  war 
•stablishttteot.  The  important e  or  this  subject 
will  perhaps  be  more  fully  impressed  bv  an  ap- 
plication to  military  geniieraen  who  have  ex- 
perienced the  inadequacy  of  the  present  system 
to  the  general  Welfare  of  our  coaotry. 

Accept  the  assurances  of  my  perfect  esteem. 
A.  PARKER,  Col.  5th  Jk/antry. 

Wab  Department,  Jem,  20, 1810. 
Sir  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  in- 
stant, requesting  '*a  statement  of  military  muni- 
tions which  may  be  required  by  the  present  exi- 
gencies of  the  country,  with  an  estimate  of  the 
sums  which  may  be  necessary  for  providing  the 
same."  I  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  honora- 
ble committee  in  stating  t6  them,  that,  as  the 
sums  already  appropriated  by  law,  for  complet- 
ing the  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the  ports 
«nd  harbors,  which  had  been  commenced  or  pro- 
jected, were  deemed  sufficient  for  the  object,  no  J 


further  appropriation  on  accomit  of  ibrtificatitti 
was  proposed  in  the  estimate  of  the  pressat  ysir. 
But,  ia  case  of  war,  additional  works  will  be  re- 
quired. Their  situation,  natare^  and  extant,  k- 
pending  on  the  emergencies  which  may  reqaiie 
them,  cannot  be  ascertained.  In  many  instaam, 
they  will  probably  be  of  a  temporary  natore,iid 
constructed  principally  by  the  troops. 

The  island  of  Rhode  Island,  (rora  the  peeuliih 
ity  of  its  local  sitoatioa,  bordering  on  the  oecu, 
accessible  at  all  seasons' of  the  year,  affi>idiD|  a 
safe  aiid  commodious  harbor,  fertile  io  itself 
commanding  other  islands,  well  stocked  wiik 
provisions,  and  as  a  central  station  from  wkiek 
to  harass  the  trad^  of  the  continent,  oflR^rs  to  tt 
enemy  advantages  aot  eombined  in  an?  otber 
port,  aad  requires  additional  means  of  defeoet. 

To  meet  the  exneaditure  required  at  this  tiJ 
other  places,  it  is  therefore  respectfully  saggirted 
that  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  thooMtd 
doUacs  be  appropriated  on  account  of  fortifiei- 
tions. 

For  supplying  the  several  works  with  aiMi- 
tional  cannon,  ammunition,  and  implemeats;  for 
mounting  on  travelling  carriages,  with  proper 
equipments,  a  train  of  heavv  ordnance,  for  ike 
defence  of  such  points  or  places  as  are  not  pro- 
tected by  batteries;  to  mount  and  eqaipatnit 
of  field  artillery  ;  to  provide  arsenals  for  the  de* 
posite  of  small  arms  and  artillery,  with  Ubon- 
tories  for  preparing  ammunition ;  and  for  p^oco^ 
ing  additional  supplies  of  sulphur  and  saltpetre 
and  other  articles  in  the  ordnance  departioent, 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  will  be 
required. 

The  purchase  of  knapsacks,  cartridge  boi«t, 
belts,  and  other  equipments  for  infantry  iDd  car- 
airy,  of  tents  and  other  articles  in  the  qosrter- 
master's  department,  with  suitable  store-hooso 
for  their  preservation,  mav  be  estimated  at  foot 
hundred  and  fiAy  tbous'aod  dollars. 

The  munitions  embraced  in  the  foregohig  esti- 
mates are  consideed  as  preparatory,  requiriof 
time  to  provide  them,  and  admitting  of  sticiieX' 
tension  and  additions  as  exigencies  may  ttqn^ 

For  future  supplies  of  cannon,  with  their  ia- 
piemen  ts,  of  small  armaaad  accoutremeots,  aad 
of  clethSngiif  auiiahia  eoiMHitfagement  wasgifOt 
great  reliaaoe  may  be  planed  oa  thepuMistM 
private  armorias,  and  on  the  fooadriesaailoaB- 
u factories  already  io  opera ttoa,  the  crude  naa- 
rials  baiag  the  growth  aad  produce  of  oar  o«> 
country. 

Should  the  public  exigencies  reader  H  nesei- 
sary  to  call  into  actual  serfioe  an  additional  oil- 
itary  force,  provisioa  should  be  made  in  seaaoe 
for  famishing  each  non-coounissioned  offieersi> 
private  with  cUuhiag  ibr  one  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc.     W.  EUSm 

The  Hon.  W.  B.  Gileb,  ChairmoH. 


War  DEPARTMBrTT,  fW>.  4, 1810. 
Sir  :  The  precarious  state  of  foreign  cotnoeft^ 
together  with  other  eonsiderauons  eqeaily  im- 
portant, renders  it  .extremely  dedtmble  ^M  pi^ 
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MU^tia  of  ike  Omied  Blatet, 


TMiOD  skouki  be  mmde  for  eliftthlng  tbe  Armf  of 
lb«  United  Suites  from  onr  own  maoufactiires. 

On  tbe  conttaots  for  prorisioos  made  aaaually 
by  tbit  Department,  and  on  otber  contracts  re- 
quiring a  large  oapital,  it  hat  been  oostotoary  to 
make  advances  of  money  in  order  to  enable  tbe 
eontraotors  to  fulfil  tbeir  engagements. 

An  extension  of  this  practice  to  supplies  of 
«lothinff  would  enable  the  purreyor  to  publish 
proposals  and  make  his  contracts  in  tbe  same 
manner  as  the  pforision  contracts  are  made. 
Prom  the  encouiagement  which  won  Id  ^  thus  be 
^Ten  to  tbe  sereral  msnafactories,  a  spirit  of 
competition  wt>iild  be  <  excited,  improremeats 
woaul  be  made  in  tbe  -works  and  in  tbe  several 
labrics,  and  there  can*  be  no  doubt  that  amph 
aoppties  would  be  oiered,  on  terms  equally  ad-* 
▼aatageoos  with  those  attending  imported  cloths, 
while  tbe  neeessity  of  baviog  reootirse  to  impor- 
tations in  future  would  be  finally  rensored. 

la  order  to  insure  succesr  to  this  desirable  ob* 
Ject,  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  appropriation 
lor  elotbing  shoold  be  made  in  the  rear  preced- 
inff  that  in  which  the  clothing  is. to-be  delivered. 

I  have  thought  the  sabjeet  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  be  communicated  to  the  bonorable 
eemmittee  oi  which  you  are  chairman, 

And  am,  with  respectful  cooeideration,  4bc. 

W.  KUSTIS. 

Hod.  W.  B.  Qileb,  CSbotmion. 


THEMIIiITIA. 

[Communicated  to  the  House,  Msrdi  29,  1810.] 

Mr.  Clat,  from  the  committee  to  whom  was 
referred  so  much  of  the  Message  of  the  President 
as  relates  to  tbe  organization  of  the  militia  of  the 
United  States,  reported  *'That  the  committee, 
in  consideripg  the  several  subjects  to  them  .re« 
ferred,  are  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be  improper 
at  this  time,  to  innovate  on  the  present  system  of 
organization  of  the  militia  of  tbe  United  States," 

WAranioTOfr,  Iktetl^er  18, 1609. 
S»:  The  organization  of  tbe  militia  of  tbe 
United  States  has  long  been  deemed  a  subject 
of  primary  importance  by  thoee  who  have  beea 
eoaversant  with  public  affairs.  Various  systems 
have  been  proposed  and  rejected,  and,  indeed, 
k  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  make  any  regulation 
'wbieh  shall  be  adapted  to  the  laws  and  tbe  hab« 
Itaof  tbe  diierent  States.  Being  a  member  of 
tbe  committee  to  whom  was  referr0d  that  part  of 
tte  President's  Message  which  relates  to  the  or- 
ganization id  tbe  militia  of  the  Unitcfd  States.  I 
take  tbe  liberty  to  inquire  of  yon,  wbat  are  the 
prominent  delecu  of  the  present  system.  Tbe 
aet  of  Congress  under  whieh  themilitia  are  formcid, 
was  passed  on  tbe  8tbof  May,  1799,  and  must  be 
perfectly  familiar  to  you.    By  conveminff  with 

Stntiemen  from  different  parts  of  tb^  united 
tatte,  I  find  that  all  tbe  Governors  have  not 
gpiveii  that  law  tbe  same  construction:  for  in- 
aiance,  ia  tbe  formatioa  of  cocps  of  bocee  artil- 


lery, light  infantry,  and  grenadiers,  in  some  States, 
the  Executive  authority  has  supposed  that  the 
act  of  Congress  aforesaid  authorized  tbe  forma- 
tion only  of  troops  and  companies;  while  in 
other  States,  regiments  and  even  brigades  are 
formed,  and  the  officers  have  been  duly  commis- 
sioned. 

A  question  hence  arises,  whether  the  orders  of 
such  general  and  field  officers  would  be  obey^ 
by  officers  from  those  States  where  no  such  sys- 
tem had  obtained,  if  they  should  be  called  into 
service  together.  Wbat  has  beea  the  practice  in 
this  respect  in  your  State?  How  are  your  dra- 
gooa  and  artillery  Corps  formed;  whether  into 
troops  and  comiianies  only,  or  into  regiments  and 
brigades,  and  if  into  the  laiti&r,  under  the  sanction 
of  what  lawl 

Would  it  not  be  advisable,  for  tbe  sake  of  uni- 
for ipity,  either  to  authorize  by  law  tbe  formatioa 
of  regiment^  especially  of  dragoons,  or  else  to 
reduce  the  raiments  nowform«i  and  attach  one 
troop  to  each  regiment  or  brigade  of  infantry  ? 

In  some  States  it  has  become  a  practice  to  ob- 
tain commissions,  and  resign  them  immediately, 
only  for  the^  sake  of  being  exempt  from  militia 
dutjr.  What  inconvenience  would  result  from 
limiting  tbe  shortest  period  of  service  to  a  com- 
missioned officer,  (extraordinary  cases  excepted) 
and  if  be  should  resign  before  tbe  expiration  off 
that  period)  to  be  liable  to  be  called  into  the  ranks  1 
This  is  now  the  case  in  some  States. 

What  are  tbe  objections  to  embodying  a  corps, 
to  beeomposed  of  all  sueb  able-bodied  men  as 
have  reached  the  age  of  forty-five,  and  under  sixty, 
and  who  are  exempt  fVom  military  duty,  only  by 
age,  under  tbe  present  law,  to  be  called  the  alarm 
Kstj  and  never  liable  to  march  out  of  the  State^ 
Bor  to  perform  military  duty  or  parade ;  but  to  be 
obliged  once  a  year  to  appear  on  parade  armed, 
and,  in  caM  of  invasion,  or  insurrection,  to  march 
with  tbe  militia  T 

It  has  beea  a  farorite  theme  with  tbe  South* 
ern  members,  to  class  tbe  militia  so  as  tlmf  tbe 
burden  of  active  doty,  if  needed,  should  fall  oa 
that  portion  ef  our  citizens  who  are  betweea 
twenty-one  and  twenty-five  years  of  age.  The 
Northern  membershave  pretty  uniform  lyopposed 
saeb  an  innovation  upon  our  system.  What  ob* 
jeetioos  to  such  a  measure  have  occurred  to  yoar 
mind  ? 

Would  it  be  adrisable  for  the  General  Oor* 
ernment  to  attempt  to  arm  the  militia  ?  and  if  so, 
in  wbat  rabde?  whether  by  giving  them  arms,  or 
to  apportion  them  to  tbe  States,  to  be  preserved 
itk  magazines  against  time  of  need  ? 

Is  there  aaytninf,  ia  tbe  present  mode  of  dis- 
cipline, which' needs  the  interference  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  ?  Would  it  be  adrisbble  to  call 
out  any  portion  of  the  militia  yearly,  to  take  tbe 
field  ?  and  if  so,  4>n  wbat  principles  should  such 
a  system  be  adopted  t 

These,  sir,  are  some  of  tbe  promiBeat  poinia 
on  which,  perhaps,  some  amendments  may  be 
made  to  onr  present  militia  system.  Other  im- 
provemenu  may  aadoubtedly  have  oocarred  to 
yoar  auad.    A»y«Pt#eetions  which  yea  maf 
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MUUia  of  the  United  ^Mcb. 


please  to  bestow  apoo  this  subjeet,  aikL  any 
ameodmeot  which  you  may  propose  to  our  pres- 
ent system,  if  commuoicated  to  me,  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  coiiimittee  who  now  have  this  sub- 
ject under  consideration. 

This  letter  willbe  enclosed  to  Governor  Tread- 
well,  that  he  may  make  any  remarks,  or  oommu- 
Dicate  such  Instructions  to  you,  as  be  may  deem 
necessary. 

I  am,  Mr,  very  respectfully,  ^c. 

BENJ.  TALLMADGE. 

General  £.  Huntington. 


Norwich,  5th  January,  1810. 

Dbar  Sia :  In  ansip^ering  your  letter  of  the 
18th  ultimo,  which  came  to  hand  on  the  29th,  I 
find  a  task  which,  pn  opening  and  reading,  I  did 
Dot  anticipate  ;  but  if,  m  the  course  of  it,  I  shall 
ffive  you  one  new  idea  worth  preserving,  I  shall 
be  more  than  satisfied. 

The  subject-matter  bas  frequently  pesented 
itself  to  my  mind  as  attended  with  serious  diffi- 
culty, as  well  as  of  great  national  importance; 
but.  owine  to  the  diversity  of  habits  which  are 
to  be  includedi  and. probably  in  many  respects, 
subdued,  by  a  militia  system  pervading  the  Uni* 
ted  States^  (without  any  knowledge  of  the  respec* 
tive  State  systems  to  which  the  men  have  been 
accustomed,)  I  feel  myself  inadequate  to  form  a 
plan  which  would  be  acceptable,  indeed  I  frankly 
own  1  have  never  seen  any  system  proposed,  in 
which  I  had  confidence,  nor  oo  I  believe  aay  sys- 
tem, commensurate  to  the  object,  will  ever  be 
adopted  by  the  Government,  or,  if  adopted,  be 
submitted  to  by  the  sovereign  people.  A  man 
possessing  so  little  confidence  in  militia  to  oppose 
regular  trpops,  except  for  the  moment)  and  on  the 
spur  of  the  occasion,  and  who  absolutely  knows, 
sp  fully  as  I  do,  the  enormous  waste  and  expense 
attending  their  every  movement,  is  not  capable 
of  afibrding  much  aid  in  the  completion  of  a 
militia  system.  Too  mueb  has  already  been  done 
with  the  militia,  if  they  are  not  to  bea^ubstitute 
for  standing  troops,  and  too  little  will  always  be 
done  if  they  are  made  a  substitute.  The  song 
which  has  been  incessantly  sung,  ever  since  th^ 
Constitution  was  adopted,  that  the  militia  are 
the  sure  bulwark  of  our  nation,  the  safe  guardians 
of  our  liberties,  is  now  in  the  mouth  of  every  one, 
and  he  who  doubts  the  truth  of  it  is  deemed  a  po- 
litical ilifidel ;  yet,  with  all  the  odium  attached, 
I  acknowledffe  myself  no  convert  to  such  a  doc- 
trine. Let  the  €k>vernment  proceed  to  regulate 
the  militia  to  the  utmost  length  their  masters,  the 
sovereign  people,  will  bear — it  will  be  just  so  far 
as  to  make  them  fpod  for  powder  in  the  day  of 
battle ;  and  death,  or  what  is  wor8e,xlos8  of  honor, 
must  be  expected  by  every  officer  of  spirit  con- 
Dected  with  them.  General  Knox's  system  (a 
copy  of  which  he  was  pleased  to  send  me)  is  the 
mily  system  which  1  have  seen,  that  can  be  con- 
aidered  as  possessing  any  efficiency. 

That  system  was  rejected  by  the  Government 
•a  being  too  expensive ;  it  was  approaching  tbe 
rk,  but,  in  my  opinion,  shorty  and  not  altogether 


correct  in  detail.  Less  enerey  than  wbat  that 
system  contained  is  a. downright  fraikd  ob  tiie  pub> 
lie  mind.  You  observe  that  all  tbre  Goveraors 
have  not  given  th«  act  of  Congrsss  of  1792  the 
same  construction  in  the  formation  of  cavalry, 
&«•  I  rei[)Iy  that  the  act  of  1792  was  laid  before 
the  Leeisiature  of  this  State,  and  a  law  passed  to 
carry  tne  same  into  efiect.  but  soqie  things  to  be 
efiected,  which  the  Legislature  could  not  eoBve- 
niently  do,  were  submitted  to  bis  Rxcelleaey 
Governor  Huntington,  the  then  chief  magistiate, 
to  execute:  among  tnoee  referred,  was  tbe  ar- 
rangement of  the  cavalry,  which  then  consisted, 
if  1  reoolleet,  of  twenty-nine  companies  or  troops^ 
unequally  divided  into  five  or  six  regiments,  one 
regiment  containing  seven  companies.  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor,  knowing  that  some  of  the 
troops  had  been  raii»ed  under  the  immediate  pni- 
ronage  of  particular  officers,  and  whose  limits 
were  not  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  though  the  officers  had  been  commis- 
sioned, and  the  companies  recognised  by  the 
Government,  deemed  it  expedient  to  call  to  his 
counsel  the  general  officers  throughout  the  State; 
and  when  met,  it  was  discovered  that  an  onifor- 
mity  of  opinion  did  not  prevail-respecting  retain- 
ing tb^  cavalry  in  regiments.  A  majority^  of  the 
gentlemen,  however,  considering  the  pnvilc^ 
which  had  been  granted  in  raising  the  companies 
of  cavalry,  with  the  customs  and  ussge  of  being 
regimented,  brought  the  corps  within  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  3d  section,  and  of  the  last  clause 
of  the  10th  section  of  the  law  of  1792,  and  re- 
commended that  the  cavalry  should  be  formed 
into  eight  regiments,  one  of  which  to  be  attached 
to  each  brigade,  and  that  his  Excellency  the  Gov- 
ernor be  requested  to  grant  permission  to  raise 
three  more  companies  to  complete  the  eight  re- 
giments to  four  troops  each.  (The  abovedetailed 
account  I  believe  correct;  I  ^ive  it  from  recol- 
lection, and  it  is  possible  that,  in  some  respects, 
my  recollection  may  not  have  served  me.)  His 
Excellency,  in  conformity  to  such  advice,  did 
alter  and  new  form  the  limits  of  the  regiments 
of  cavalry,  did  raise  three  more  companies,  and 
completed  the  eight  regiments^and  assigned  thca 
^0  the  respective  brigades  of  infantry.  I  cannot 
coueeive  that  any  colliaioa  can  possibly  arise  re- 
specting rank  in  any  one  State,  among  the  cavalry 
officers;  fbrfhecommissionsissoingfrom  tbcsaae 
source  are  of  equal  validhy  in  the  eyes  of  the  offi- 
cers ;  but  it  is  possible,  if  the  before  meationei 
exposition  of  the  la  v^  is  not  correct,  that  collisioas 
may  arise  when  pohions  of  militia  from  diflereai 
States  are  called  into  ihe  field  together.  The 
power  of  forming  artillery  companies  is,  by  law^ 
placed  under  tbe  direction  of  the  Captain  Qea- 
eral  of  this  State;  such  companies  as  were  ia 
existence  at  tho  time  of  passibg  the  act  of  ITtt; 
with  such  as  have  been  since  raised,  have  f 
attached  to  the  regiments  of  infantry  from  ^ 
they-  enlisted. 

Whether  it  is  advisable  to  have  the  cavalry  ia 
regiments,  or  only  ia  companies  attached  to  in* 
fantry  regiments,  or  what  relative  proponiae  ia 
best,  I  cannot  determine.    The  number  of  eav- 
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mhry  which  might  be  employed  to  adTai^tage  hi 
the  SouiherD  or  Middle  States,  would,  id  a  great 
degree,  be  useless  in  the  New  England  States. 
For  a  sudden  irruption  into  an  enemy's  coXintry. 
or  in  a  retreat,  cavalry  have  a  decided  superiority 
over  infantry,  and  if  you  could  have  them  dir- 
ciplrned  and  instructed  in  the  duties  of  an  artil- 
lerist, they  would  become  his^hly  useful  to  operate 
with  the  artillery  ;  but,  under  any  g'eneral  law 
for  the  government  of  the  militia,  I  cannot  per- 
suade myself  that  they  coulfl  be  useful  but  in 
small  numbers  to  clear  a  tract  of  country  before 
an  invading  foe. 

In  an  army  where  you  can  provide  magazines, 
you  can  have  large  bodies  of  cavalry,  but;  in  case 
of  invasion,  infantry,  principally,  arc  more  to  be 
relied  on  than  large  bodiei  of  cavalry — they  can- 
not be  supported,  f  think  tbe  officers,  command- 
ing i^n  the  higher  grades  in  the  cavalry,  require 
experience,  and  that  experience  which  can  be  ob* 
tained  only  by  serving  with  cavalry.'  Although 
you  may  frequently  find  an  officer  in  tbe  infantry, 
-who  would  command  a  body '  of  cavalry  with 
honor  to  himself,  still  J  belie Ve  that  you  must 
have  your  field  officers  used  to,  and  familiar  with, 
the  cavalry  disciplirie,  which  is  not  expected  from 
an  infantry  officer.  In  this  place,  I  would  sug- 
gest, that  the  enormous  ej^pense  of  cavalry  ought 
to  have  its,  influence  to  lessen  its  number.  I  am 
decidedly  of  opinion,  that  one  company  of  cavalier 
to  a  brigade  of  infantry  is  a  large  proportion.  If 
the  number  of  cavalry  were  diminished  to  one 
company  to  a  brigade  of  infantry,  you  might, 
with  propriety,  expect  your  men  belter  mounted 
and  equipped  and,  in  fact,  be  more  efficient  than 
a  larger  number.  You  might  require  the  men  to' 
be  of  a  certain  size,  of  a  certain  age,  and  hold 
themselves  owners  of  the  horseis,  which  horses 
should  be  inspected,  accepted,  and  registered,  and 
not  b<jrrowed,  on  a  mbster  day,  as,  at  present,  is 
very  common.  The  men  might  be  enlisted  under 
an  express  condition  that  they  should  always  hold 
themselves  liable  to  march,  completely  equipped 
and  mounted,  on  the  earliest  notice.  You  well 
know  that  a  great  proportion  of  the  horses  tised 
at  present  in  our  cavalry  corps  are  totally  unfit 
for  field  service. 

You  mention  that,  in  some  States,  it  is  not  uU- 
frequent  to  accept  commissions,  and  then  resign, 
merely  accepting  the  appointment  to  avoid  ser- 
vice. The  obseFvation  apjrlies  to  every  State,  I 
presun^e,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  and  must  al- 
ways be  expected,  where  the  profession  of  arms 
is  so  little  encouraged  as  in  the  United  States, 
and  where  the  honor  of  serving  his  country  is  hela 
in  so  cheap  estimation. 

The  length  of  time  Which  an  officer  oueht  to 
serve,  to  entitle  him  to  an  honorable  discnarge, 
is  difficult  to  ascertain  ;  but  I  think  if  an  officer 
was  obliged  to  do  duty,  in  the  ranks,  who  should 
not  serve  four  years  in  the  cotnmission  or  grade 
from  which  he  wished  a  discharge,  it  would  be 
the  means  of  bringing  forward  a  class  of  men, 
better  calculated  to  do  the  public  justice,  than 
permitting;  so  easy  an  evasion  of  military  duty ; 
perhaps,  if  above  —  years  of  age,  and  under 


years  of  age,  he  might  have  his  election. 

whether  to  pay  an  annual  sum  to  the  regimental 
purse,  rather  than  be  subjected  to  do  duty  in  the 
ranks,  would  be  desirable.  Ought  not  the  act  of 
Congress  to  define  exempts  from  military  duty,and 
the  States  be  permitted  to  add  none  to  that  number, 
except  the  persons  exempted  be  liable  to  an  annual 
composition  in  money,  to  be  paid  into  the  military 
chest;  for  supplying  the  regimeut  with  blank  car* 
tridges,  colors,  drums,  fifi^s,  dtc,  and  for  any  use 
to  which  an  expense  now  arises  to  the  reeiment^ 
The  experience  which  this  State  had  of  alarm 
list  companies,  as  they  were  called,  duHng  the 
Revolutionary  war,  which  were  composed  of 
those  exempt  from  military  duty  in  the  common 
militia  companies,  and,  I  think,  under  Seventy 
years  of  age,  has  induced  me  to  reject  the  idea 
of  such  men  being  embodied  as  soldiers ;  they 
may  be  useful  as  men,  with  their  families,  and 
some  few  of  them  may  be  employed  about  an 
army,  but  as  soldiers  thejT  are  not  worlh  their 
rations.  The  sparsely  settled  sta  te  of  o^r  country, 
even  in  Connecticiit.  throw?  obstacles  in  the  way 
of  classing  the  militia,  which  have  much  weight 
in  iny  mind  ;  a  g:reat  part  of  this  State  spreads 
the  limits  of  a  military  company  over  an  extended 
district  of  nearly  nine  miles  in  circumference,  to 
obtain  sixty-four,  liable  by  law  to  do  military 
duty,  and  many  of  the  companies  embrace  a  dis- 
trict of  double  that  extent ;  which  company,  if 
brought  into  elates,  would  live  so  remote  from 
a  common  centre,  that  tbe  duties  on  ordinary 
trainings  would  be  air  unreasonable  lax  on  the 
men,  as  a  large  proportion. of  those  liable  to  do 
duty  are  of  that  class  who  neither  own  horses, 
nor  are  able  io  hire  on  such  occasions.  To  avoid 
that  inconvenience  you  must  hkve  smalt  com- 
panies, and  the  whole  worth  of  the  company  would 
be  inadequate  to  furnish  officers  and  non-commis- 
sioned officers.  If  ever  classing  of  tbe  militia 
should  be  thought  essential,  or  a  substitute  must 
be  foundf  I  should  prefer  that  every  battalion 
should  be  obliged  to  nave  its  flank  company  kept 
full,  and  that  the  flank  companies,  the  artillery^ 
companies,  and  the  cavalry,  snould  have  some  in- 
citements froni  the  public  Treasury,  to  be  in  cora-^ 
plete  readiness  on  any  and  every  emergency,  and 
should  be  called  for  in  tbe  first  instance,  and  with- 
out any  previous  notice,  leaving  to  the  Adjutants 
Gfeneral  to  detail  from  the  militia  such  a  number 
of  field  and  stafi*  officers  as  to  completely  office^ 
them,  which  detailed  field  and  staff  should  be 
considered  under  requsitions  for  a  certain  length 
of  time,  and  if  not  called  into  the  field  in  twelve 
months,  then  other  officers  to  be  detailed  for  the 
same  duty  and  relieve  them  ;  and,  if  called  into 
the  field,  to  be  relieved,  on  returning,  after  the 
tour  of  duty  was  performed.  Such  a  corps,  as 
abovementioned,  would  be  more  efficient  than 
double  their  numbers;  deta^ched  in  the  usual  man- 
ner ;  it  would  take  Ao'm  this  State  about  six  thou- 
sand men,  officers  included,  which  is  nearly  our 
proportion  of  two  hundred  thousand  men  from 
the  United  States,  making  tbe  last  detail  by  the 
Secretary  of  War  our  guide.  In  respect  to  arm- 
ing tbe  militia  by  the  General  Government,  I 
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c^aaot  believe  it  expedient  io  anjr  poiot  of  Tiew. 
If  the  pabUc  should  be  willing  to  place  their  arms 
in  the  hands  of  the  soldiery,  they  would,  under 
erery  care  which  would  be  uken,  be  nearly  ren- 
dered useless  inta  very  short  period.  If  they 
should  be  placed  under  the  care  of  the  officers, 
they  would  soon  be  destroyed  with  rust,  without 
a  reigular  armorer  to  take  care  of  thein ;  if  they 
should  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  men  on  their 
responsibility,  they  would  be  sold  by  them  in 
many  instaaees,and  loaned,  and  used  for  gunning 
in  others,  and,  I  have  no  doubi  miffht  be  consid- 
ered a  total  loss  in  five  years;  besides,  if  the  pub-, 
lie  were  to  furnish  arms  for  the  militia,  the  arms 
now  in  our  country,  and  many  of  them  very  fine 

Eieces,  would  be  totally  neglected,  which  are  now 
ept  in  some  kind  of  order  by  the  owners,  while 
they  are  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  taking 
care  of  their  property,  and  that,  posvibly,  th^y 
may  be  called  to  take  the  field,  and  hazasd  their 
lives  on  the  goodness  of  their  arms»  I  should 
consider  a  magazine  in  each  State,  supplied  with 
field  pieces,  arms,  and  ammunition,  and  all  the 
equipmenu  necessary  for  a  thousand  men,  and 
under  the  care  of  a  suitable  man  paid  for  the  pur^ 
pose,  more  to  be  relied  on  than  a  supply  for  three 
thousand,  dealt  out  to  the  men.  or  placed  uoder 
the  care  of  militia  officers,^  at  the  close  of  every 
trainiaff  day.  If  our  liberties  are  worth  preserv- 
ing, and  we  will  not  pay  enlisted  troops  to  pre- 
serve theooi  we  must  be  willing  to  pay  a  little  out 
of  the  common  stock,  to  support  a  system  which 
is  relied  on  as  a  substitute.  I  have  no  confidence 
in  the  mode  of  detaching  the  militia,  as  heretofore 
practised  by  our  Qovernment ;  I  presume  it  has 
been  calculated  for  its  efiect  abroad,  but  you  nuiy 
rest  assured  its  eSeeU  have  been  confined  to  our- 
selves— we  have  been  imposed  on — ^we  have  relied 
on  the  militia ;  without  this  detachment  we  should 
have  considered  ourselves  neglected,  but  I  firmly 
believe  oar  country  has  obtained,  by  the  difiereat 
detachments,  nothing  but  the  expense.  You  can- 
not find  an  European  officer,  and  but  few  Amer- 
ican officers,  who  hold  the  militia  in  much  esti- 
mation ;  they  do  not  respect  them,  only  as  they 
hold  an  enemy  in  bay  for  a  mon^ent,  iliitii  other 
troops  may  be  called  in. 

It  is  our  parsimony  which  makes  us  too  highly 
estimate  militia ;  if  the  militia  were  more  expen- 
sive than  enlisted  troops,  there  is  not  an  Ameri- 
can but  would  reprobate  the  idea.  Having  re- 
marked on  each  of  the  poinu  mentioned  in  yoUr 
letter,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  to  remark  on  the 
act. of  1793,  the  consideration  of  which  gave  rise 
to  your  letter.      » 

The  first  sectioi^  whicli  respects  enrolling  the 
inhabitants,  I  wish  to  see  altered  in  sue  ha  man- 
ner as  to  embrace  all  above  the  age  of  sixteen 
and  under  forty  years  of  age.  The  experience  I 
had,  in  the  year  1777,  of  the  exertions  of  our 
light  infantry  company,  which  was  composed 
generally  of  lads  under  eighteen,  and  some  under 
sixteen,  satisfied  me  fully  that,  for  nearly  all  and 
every  service,  the  lads  at  sixteen  were  as  much 
to  be  relied  on  as  thoate  above  that  age.  On  the 
approach  of  action  they  were  always. in  spirits, 


calculating  on  the  honor  they  should  acquire.  I 
had  rather  risk  my. reputation  on  the  ezertioas 
by  the  class  of  young  men,  from  sixteen  to  tweik- 
ty,  thap  on  all  those  above  that  age.  The  yooog 
court  danger  from  motives  of  honor  and  lore  of 
country  con^bined ,  the  elder  blass,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  danger,  are  ruminating  on  their  wirei 
and  children ;  the  bodilv  strength  of  those  of 
sixteen  is  equal  to  all  the  duties  ordioarilv  re- 
quired to  be  performed  by  militia;  they  will  be 
niore  ambitious  in  their  acquiring  the  ose  of 
arms,  and  lay i off  the  foundation  for  promotion, 
which  those  with  families,  and  more  adraocefl 
in  life,  hold  in  much  less  estimation,  la  oor 
Northern  States,  our  ipilftary  days  of  parade  ire 
generally  coqi&idered  holidays,  and  the  class  of 
citizens  from  sixteen  to  eighteen  are  alwayi 
found  abdtu  the  parade,  and  their  amusementias 
laborious  as  the  duties  of  a  soldier,  and  freauentlf 
more,  injurious  to  their  health  and  morak  Bf 
embodyinf^  all  able  bodied,  from  sixteen  to  eij^iiu 
een,  will,  m  this  State,  I  presume,  add  0De4h^ 
if  not  one-third,  to  the  number  of  militia. 

I  think  the  notice  6f  six  months  to  beequi|>ped 
ought  to  be  given  before  the  person  arrifesattke 
age  of  sixteen,  so  as  to  be  obliged  to  do  duijr  at 
that  tim^;  and  I  humbly  conceive,  that  if  tin 
law  required  no  notice  to  be  given  by  the  offieer 
eoroUinff.  it  would  not  be  a  hardship;  for  iiit 
universally  known  by  the  boys  among  oi  wbca 
tbey  are  to  be  enrolled  for  duty.  I  am  not  rcrf 
tenacious  of  that  part  of  the  law  which  reqwKi 
the  men  to  furnish  themselves  and  carry  tbeit 
ammunition  to  the  field;  if,  on  an  emeifemf; 
they  could  receive  ammunition  from  somecofli* 
raon  stock,  more  reliance  could  be  placed  oo  their 
being  properlv  fwrnished  than  in  the  present 
mode.  I  think  no  exemptions  ought  to  bema^^ 
from  militia  duty,  but  by  act  of  Coogresi,ui^ 
that  such  list  of  exemptions  ought  not  to  en- 
brace  so  large  a  class  of  ckizens  a$  at  prcaeau 
By  so  many  exemptions,  the  militia  duty  isrcB* 
dered  less  popular,  ana  the  exempts  are  fre* 
quently  those  very  characters  who  would  io>1k 
the  best  officers.  Every  man  whose  public  dotf 
will  permit  him  to  do  military  duty,  and  is  odef 
forty  years  of  age,  I  could  wish  to  see  bftcooiea 
citizen  soldier,  whi^e  the  defence  of  oar  coootry 
is  entrusted  to  the  militia.  If  you  will  cooseat 
to  embody  those  citizens  from  sixteen  toeighteeOi 
I  firmly  believe  you  may  enlarge  your  eonpaniet 
tp  one  hundred,  without  extending  their  limi^ 
and  I  can  see  no  inconvenience  resultiog  iron 
such  an  enlargement ;  it  will  excite  more  eoiult' 
tion  amon^  the  officers.  I  think  brigade  majoo 
should  uniformly  be  taken  from  the  line  « 
captains,  and  should  have  no  additional  rank 
thereby;  all  other  sufi"  officers,  for  the  brigade 
or  regimenu,  should  be  taken  from  the  comotf' 
sioned  officers;  indeed,  I  would  allow  no  itv 
officer,  except  aides-de-camp  and  the  ^^JJ^^ 
and  quartermaster  general,  and  their  suff  tnd 
hospital  officers,  to  be  taken  from  those  noi.lithK 
to  military  duty,  and  I  would  restrain  tbeappoint^ 
ment  of  surgeons  and  surgeons'  mates  to  r^ 
lar  bred  licensed  physicians  and  suig eons,  tiui  t^ 
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tiuwa  above yean  of  age.    Ic  b  highly  ex- 

ceptkmable,  in  my  vieWf  to  hare  sach  appoint^ 
meots  made  from  favoritism;  I  have  known 
some  appointments  to  those  important  offices, 
mftde  f^om  boys  under  eighteen  years  of  age, 
whom  I  would  not  have  entrusted  to  open  a  vein 
or  extract  a  tooth.  It  is  worse  than  murder  to 
employ  and  depend  on  such  creatures  to  attend 
the  sick  and  wounded  defenders  of  their  country, 
when  called  to  the  field. 

Instead  of  the  uniform,  in  any  instance,  to  be 
1  regulated  by  the  bri^diers,  as  in  the  third  sec- 
i  tion,  I  would  have  it  established  by  Coogresis, 
that,  when  the  militia  of  the  difierent  States  are 
I  called  to  perform  service  together,  they  may  be 
1       in  uniform. 

I  If  the  uniform  should  be  establiahed  by  Coo- 

[  cress,  to  take  place  at  a  short  future  period,  I 
have  no  doubt  the  troops  would  be  completely 
clad  in  the  course  of  two  years,  if  not  in  one ; 
I  aad^  haviag  one  fixed  uniform,  would  be  attended 
witn  economy.  The  State  ai>d  regimental  colors, 
meniioned  in  the  fifth  section,  I  would  have  pro- 
[  Tided  from  the  funds  of  the  regiment,  into  which, 
I  aa  a  fund,  I  would  have  paid  all  fines  collected 
i  for  absence  en  days  of  muster  or  review,  and  the 
sams  paid  for  exemptions  from  militia  ddty  be- 
(  fore  suggested,  and  all  other  fines;  and  I  think, 
whenever  a  regiment  is  under  arms,  the  oolonetj 
or  commanding  offiear,  should  .possess  power  to 
iafiiet  fines  on  those  who  absent  themselves,  after 
tiM  muster  has  commenced,  or  for  improper  eon- 
duct,  to  the  aBiooBt  of  --*-^  dollars*  Confine* 
meot  on  such  a  day  is  not  a  pleaaaat  node  to  be 
adopted,  with  some  of  those  liable  to  do  duty, 
whose  feelings  are  not  alive  to  such  punish meqL 
but  would  feel  the  effects  of  a  fine.  It  should 
be  left  optional  with  fhe  commandant  to  fine, 
confine,  or  both.  To  the  duties  of  an  adjtttant 
general  in  eacb  State,  I  would  annex  the  duties 
of  inspeator  general,  and  make  it  bis  duty  per^ 
aonally  to  inspect  the  troops,  (taking  to  his  aid, 
while  inspecting  «acb  brigiBde,  the  brigade  nu- 
jofs  of  such  brigades  respectively.)  He  ought  to 
examine  avery  article  required  by  law  to  be  part 
of  the  equipment,  the  ability  of  the  horses  be- 
longing to  the  cavalry,  and  occasionally  to  exer- 
cise tiw  troops,  if  he  deems  it  expedient  and  ne- 
ceasary^  To  this  officer,  from  whom  I  would 
require  so  much  duty«  I  would  have  annexed  a 
compensation  sufficient  to  call  into  such  service 
suitable  persons  to  perform  the  duty.  I  do  not 
banard  anything,  in  my  opinion,  when  I  say  that 
more  can  and  will  be  effected  by  such  an  offieer 
to  make  your  militia  efficient,  and  be  constantly 
in  readiness  for  service,  than  from  any  other 
catise  whatever.  No  provision  is  made  by  the 
law  of  1792  for  furnishing  field  artillery ;  I  ask 
you  whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  furnish 
pieces  for  their  militia  when  caUed  out  of  the 
State  1  and  whose  duty  it  is  to  furnisb  horses  to 
dffng  the  artillery,  when  detached,  and  to  find 
aaamunition,  d^.;  and  whether  tne  respective 
Stales  would  permit  their  brass  pieces  to  be  re- 
moved out  of  the  State  without,  or  with,  a  pro- 
visioa  for  paymont  in  oast  of  losaet  7   This  sub- 


ject may  be  worth  consideration,  and,  if  the  pieces 
are  damaged,  whose  duty  is  it  to  repair  them  ? 
I  think  that,  whenever -a  fine  is  placed  on  a  man 
by  a  military  tribunal  having  cognizance  of  the 
crime,  it  should  not  be  within  another  tribunal 
to  re-examine  and  review — many  of  our  officers 
neglect  laying  fines,  more  through  fear  of  a  law* 
suit  than  from  a  willingness  to  neglect  iheir  duty. 
.1  would  have  all  fines  laid  by  the  company  offi- 
cers reported  to  the  field  officers^  who  should  com* 
pose  a  court,  to  review  and  judge  of  the  pro- 
priety of  collection,  or  remitting,  and  their  judg-^ 
ment  should  not  be  reviewed  or  reversed  by  any 
civil  court.  If  a  man,  by  his  age,  is  liable  to  be 
enrolled  in  the  first  instance,  (until  he  arrives  at 
the  age  of  exemption,)  he  shall  have  no  other 
tribunal  before  whom  he  may  bring  his  claim, 
but  the  board  of  field  officers.  If  Congress  should 
leave  to  the  respective  States  to  make  exempt 
tions,  they  ought  to  provide  that  the  person  who 
had  been  dianhissed,  or  exempted  from  militia 
duty  in  bis  native  State,  or  place  of  residence,  for 
services  which  he  had  performed  as  an  officer  in 
the  line  or  sufi;  should  not  be  liable  to  be  en- 
rolled in  another  State,  to  which  he  may  remove, 
provided  he  produces  evidence  of  his  former  ser- 
vice and  ex^mp'tions.  A  person  who  may  have 
served  as  a  stan  offieer  in.Coonectieut,  is,-  by  tjie 
Uw  of  New  York,  liable  to  do  duty  in  the  ranks, 
if  he  moves  into  that  State,  which  oiigfat  not  to 
be  the  ease.    Courtesy  dictates  otherwise. 

The  manner  of  appointing  officers  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  miliUa  in  this  State,  and,  perhaps, 
in  many  other  States,  is  a  subject  which  I  doobt 
whether  the  United  States  would  think  expedi- 
ent to  meddle  with.  It  is  one  of  those  points  re- 
specting which  advocates  may  be  found  for  and 
against  regulating  the  same ;  nut,  if  it  should  be 
thought  within  the  Constitution,  and  expedient 
to  meddle  with  the  subject,  a  question  wiU  arise, 
whether  the  appointment  of  commisaioned  ana 
non-eonuttissioaed  officers  to  companies  may  not 
be  plaoed  in  better  hands  than  in  the  hands  of 
the  soldiers?  Bot,  as  it  is  doubtful  in  my  mind 
exactly  where  the  Constitution  intended  to  limit 
the  arrangement  of  the  militia,  hj  the  word  or- 
gamze^  and  as  taking  the  appointment  of  the 
officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  from  the 
solditrs^  is  rather  aristperatic  and  anti-republiean, 
I  will  not  extend  my  remarks  on  that  subject. 
Permit  me  to  suggest  that  the  bestowmentof  rank 
by  brevet  to  persons  not  in  the  line«  was  a  source 
of  inconvenience  iq  the  Revolutionary  war,  and 
requires  great  caution  and  care.  Hzvinff  so 
largely  remarked  on  the  subject  of  the  militia  as 
I  have  done,  you  will  permit  me  to  ob^ierve,  that 
I  have. not  prepared  the  same  for  criticism;  I 
have  suggested  my  ideas  with  freedom  to  you  as 
a  friend,  and  in  compliance  with  your  request ; 
I  hope  they  will  not  t>e  exposed  to  much  inspec- 
tion but  by  my  friend.  The  gentlemen  who  cdm- 
pose  the  military  committee  are  unknown  to  me, 
but  presume  they  are  strangers,  and  will  not 
hip;hly  appreciate  my  remarks;  but  to  you  I  sub- 
mit them*      t  ^^i  with  much  esteem.  4bc. 

BBBN.  HUNTINGTON. 
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Trbnton,  December  9, 1809. 
Sir  :  I  do  oot  presume  I  can  add  to  the  infor- 
matioD  of  an  officer  of  your  experiepce ;  it  is, 
however,  proper  to  pay  respectful  attentton  to 
the  Kubjeot  of  the  letter  you  dt<l  me  the  honor  to 
write  on  the  20ih  (received  the  26th)  iostapt. 
You  will,  therefore,  please  a6cept  of  the  follow- 
ing answers  given  to  your  questions  relative  to 
the  organization  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  as  the  result  of  my  observations: 

Fir:»t.  How  ar€  your  dragoon  and  artillery 
corps  formed  ? 

Answer.  Previous  to  the  Western  expedition, 
in  1794,  the  companies  of  cavalry  and  artillery, 
in  New  Jersey,  were  attached  to  the  regiments 
within  whose  bounds  they  were  formed* 

Beside^,  a  brigade  of  upwards  of  1,500  infan- 
try, including  two  companies  of  artillery  thereto 
attached,  in  requisition,  537  cavalry  marched  as 
volunteers  to  Pittsburgh  Governor  Howell  ap- 
pointed General  White,  then  Adjutant  General 
cff  New  Jersey,  to  the  command  of  the  cavalry, 
arranged  in  squadrons  under  the  command  of 
senior  captains.  The  like  formation  into  squad- 
rons, was  made  of  the  cavalry  of  Pennsylvania 
by  Governor  Mifflin. 

Upon  the  return  of  the  cavalry  to  New  J^sey, 
application  was  made  to  the  Legislature,  and  by 
the  militia  law  of  New  Jersey  were  formed*  into 
ten  squadrons,  making  five  regiments,  and  com* 
posed  one  brigade,  under  the  command  of  a  bfig- 
adier  general,  five  lieutenant  colonels,  and  ten 
majolrs,  and  have  so  continued. 

The  artillery  of  the  State  was  also  formed  into 
two  battalions,  making  one  regiment,  vind  offi- 
cered accordingly. 

It  was  found  absolutely  necessary  to  organize 
such  a  body  of  cavalry  as  five  hundred  into  squad- 
rons and  regiments,  for  subordination  and  dis- 
cipline. 

It  will,  therefore,  be  advisable,  as  well  for  the 
sake  of  uniformity  throughout  the  United  States 
as  for  their  belter  military  regulation  and  discip- 
line, to  direct  the  organization  of  the  cavalry  in 
squadrons  and  regiments.  It  will  be  more  satis- 
factory where  the  cavalry  have  been  thus  organ- 
ized, and  prevent  offence  by  their  being  reduced. 

Second.  What  inconvenience  would  result 
from  limiting  t^  shortest  period  of  service  to  a 
commidsioned  officer? 

Answer.  It  would  be  an  improvement  of  the 
militia  law  of  the  United  States  to  restrain  the 
resignatioa  of  officers  until  they  shall  have  served 
seven  years,  unless  in  cases  of  necessity;  and, 
after  ^rvice  of  seven  years,  to  be  exempted  from 
service  in  the  ranks,  nevertheless,  to  be  embodied 
and  mustered  with  the  senior  daas. 

There  are  no  exempts  in  New  Jersey  but  those 
exempted  by  ihe  militia  law  of  the  United  States. 
If  an  officer  resigns,  he  must  return  to  the  ranks 
or  be  fined.' 

Third.  What  are  the  objections  to  embodying 
a  corps  ■  of  between  the  ages  of  forty -five  and 
sixty  ? 

Answer.  There  is  no  reasonable  objection. 
The  militia  law  of  the  United  States  ought  to 


require  the  muster  of  all  able-bodied  men,  be- 
tween the  ag^s  of  forty-five  and  sixty,  for  reviev, 
properly  armed,  hai  not  to  perform  military  duty, 
only  in  case  of  invasion ;  nor  to  be  required  to 
march  out  of  the  State;  to  be  denominated  the 
Senior  Corps,  or  Senior  Class,  of  militia. 

Permit  me  here  to  ask,  what  objections  can  be 
made  to  class  minors,  between  the  ages  of  sii- 
teen  and  twenty-one? 

These  youths  to  put  on  their  frocks,  or  other 
regimentals,  and  be  exercised  in  their  tefeiil 
toWns.  two  hours  before  sunset;  on  the  last  Satni- 
day  in  April,  Maj,  June.  July,' August,  and  Sep- 
tember, under  officers  above  the  age  of  tveaty- 
one. 

Great  complaints  are  made  in  New  Jersey  by 
parents  and  milsters  having  their  childrea  uxi 
apprentices  put  in  requisition.  In  many  cases, 
inability  to  equip,  pay  fines,  ^.,  which  opertiei 
as  a  heavy  tax  on  poor  parents,  and  particultriy 
on  mechanics,  who  have  from  five  to  twenty  ap- 
prentices. I  wish  to  see  such  a  corps  well  dis- 
ciplined in  their  non-age. 

There  was  some  objection  made  to  the  eBtoll* 
ing  of  minors  when  this  business  of  chssifiei' 
tion,  between  twenty-one  and  twenty-six,  w« 
before^  Conjfrfeas,  in  1806.  Yet  I  hare  nem 
heard  of  a  Coostitotiooal  objection  agaiost  that 
part  of  the  present  militia  law  of  the  Uatud 
Stater^  which  directs  the  enrolment  of  those  who 
shall,  from  time  to  time,  arrive  at  the  a^eof 
eighteen  years.  And  why  not  enrol  miaonn 
sixteen,  as  well  as  those  of  eighteen,  dtc.  If j| 
is  unconstitutioDal  in  any  of  the  States  to earol 
.minors,  what  becomes  of  those  between  eighteen 
and  iwenty-one  7  If  the  objection  arises  fro© 
the  Constitution  of  any  of  the  States,  oo  tecoooi 
of  the  appointoient  or  the  officers  to  eoamMod 
minors,  this  can  be  accommodated  in  those So*^ 
by  inoorporating  the  minor  with  the  senior  class, 
and  let  the  seniors  exclnaively  elect  theofiieets 
to  command  both  clashes. 

There  ought  be  some  amelioratioo  made  in 
favor  of  those  between  eighteen  and  tweaty-ooe 
as  to  the  equipments,  fines^  penalties,  aod  pirtie' 
ularly  on  requisitions  of  the  Governmeot 

The  Junior  Corps,  cf  course,  will  be  those  be- 
tween twenty-one  and  forty-five,  compose  w 
great  body  and  active  militia  force  of  the  catioa; 
be  put  in  requisition  as  heretofore,  to  march  out 
o(  the  State,  dbe» ;  nor  do  I  wish  to  see  thiseorpi 
paralyzed  by  the  elassification  of  men-  between 
twentyH)ne  and  twenty-five^  as  has  been  fto- 
posed. 

Fourth.  What  are  your  objections  agaio^ 
classing  the  militia,  so  that  the  burden  of  aedrc 
duty  shall  fall  on  men  between  the  ages  of  twis- 
ty-one and  twenty-five  years? 

Answer.  Doubts  are  entertained : 

I.  Wheiher  this  would  not  infringe  the  Conm- 
tution  of  the  United  States,  article  one.  section 
eighth,  page  sixteen,  "reaervinff  to  the  States, (C| 
spectively,  the  appointment  of  the  officcrn,** 
the  authority  of  training  the  militia,''  4c  And 
the  article  of  amendment  to  the  Const itattoool 
the  United  States,"  n  well  regulated  ipilititM- 
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ing  necessary  to  th«  secorirjr  of  a  free  State,  the 
right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall 
DOt  be  infrinffed." 

AUhoagh  i  siocerely  wish  this  reservation  and 
amendment  were  stric'keD  out  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States,  yet,  while  they  remain,  no 
good,  energetic,  general,  uniform,  national  sys- 
tem of  organization,  of  the  militia  of  the  United 
States,  can  be  effected.  In  the  Adnfinistration 
of  President  Adams,  it  was  aHeged  that  the  act 
authorizing  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  raise  a  proTisional  army,  passed  23d  May,  1796^ 
particularlysection  3.  and  the  supplementary  act 
thereto  of  22d  June,  1798,  were  infringements  of 
these  articles  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  inasmuch  as  it  was  unconstitutional — 

1st.  To  separate  a  part  of  the  militia  within 
the  State. 

2d.  Exempted  these  volunteer  corps^  while 
within  the  State,  from  the  gorernmeat  of  the 
militia  laws  of  |he  State. 

3d.  The  appointjoaent  of  the  officers  by  the 
President 


II.  The  imnolicy  of  such  a  corps  at  this  time: 
old  deranee.  a 
tem  of  organization  oi  the  militia  of  the  several 


1st.  It  would  deranjre.  at  one  stroke,  the  sys- 


States,  adopted  near  eighteen  years,  under  the 
militia  law  of  the  United  States. 

2d.  It  would  annul,  or  operate  as  a  repeal  of 
the  several  militia  laws  of  the  United  States, 
passed  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  the  United 
States,  of  8th  May^  1792. 

3d.  It  would  require  at  least  a  year  for  the 
passing  of  the  militia  laws,  in  the  several  States, 
conforming  to  the  proposed  alteration,  and  per^ 
baps  some  of  the  States  would  not  concur. 

4th.  The  extended  residence  of  men,^  between 
twenty-one  and  tWenty-six,  in  the  country,  will 
make  their  assembling,  for  exercise,  dbc,  very 
burdensome  and  unequal  with  those  in  the  cities 
and  populous  pans  of  the  United  States. 

5tb.  The  exercise  under  officers  (as  it  must  be) 
of  their  own  choice,  will  not  improve  these  corps 
in  military  knowledge  better  than  the  great  body 
of  the  militia  under  the  present  system. 

6tb.  it  will  be  an  insupportable  expense  to 
allow  this  select  corps  pay  and  rations. 

7tb.  It  will  weaken  the  natural  defence  of  the 
nation,  composed  of  the  gre^t  body  of  the  people, 
by  placing  entire  dependence  on  this  select  corps. 

8th.  In  requisitions,  stibstituces  are  usually  ob- 
tained of  the  poorer  classes  of  men  above  twenty- 
six,  and,  indeed,  many  only  '^6t  food  for  powder 
and  ball."  If  these  select  corps  are  established, 
the  nation  cannot  be  purified  of  these  gross  ma- 
terials above  twenty-six. 

If  such  corps  should  be  selected,  and  separated 
from  the  militia,  to  allow  them  rations  would  be 
sufficient,  to  be  exercised  by  their  officers,  under 
the  direction  and  inspection  of  aii  inspector  in 
each  State,  distinguished  for  military  acquire- 
meDts;  |o  be  paid  by  the  United  States. 

Fifth.  Would  it  be  advisable  for  the  Cktvern- 
meut  to  arm  the  militia? 

Answer.  That  article  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  respeating  the  militia,  expressly 


direct!*,  that  Congress  shall  "  provide  for  arming" 
the  militia.  They  have  not  done  it.  The  Na- 
tional Legislature  have  neglected  virhat  they  ought 
have  done  the  moment  jt  wad  in  their  power,  to 
have  apportioned  arms,  accoutrements,  &c.,  to 
the  amount,  at  leiknt,  of  one-sixth  of  the  number 
of  the  enrolled  militia;  established  arsenals  for 
their  preservation,  with  magszines  of  powder  and 
ball,  and  camp  equipage,  &c.  But,  instead  of 
doing  thiri,  Congress,  by  their  militia  law  of  1792, 
order  every  citizen  enrolled  to  provide  himself 
with  arms,  ibc,,  and  in  five  years  require  all  mus- 
kets to  have  bores  sufficient  for  balls  of  the  eigh- 
teenth part  of  a  pound.  The  Legislatures  of 
some  of  the  States  have  passed  militia  laws  di- 
recting this  to  be  done.  Seventeen  years  have 
elapsed,  and  it  hasf  not  been  efiected,  it  is  believed, 
by  any  State  in  the  Union.  In  New  Jersey,  only 
one  regiment  have  (from  fines  collected  from  the 
Quakers  within  its  bounds)  purchased  six  hun- 
dred stand  of  arms  and  accoutrements. 

The  supply  of  arms,  ammunition,  camp  equi- 
page, arsenals,  ibc.f  in  every  State,  ready  for  the 
militia,  particularly  for  one-sixth  thereof,  being, 
perhaps,  sufficient  for  any  requisition  of  the 
United  States,  would  give  spirit  and  confidence 
to  the  great  body  of  the  militia. 

The  amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  cited,  secures  '^ihe  risht  of  the 
people  to  keep  and  bear  arms;"  nor  will  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  or  the  rights  of 
the  States,  or  of  the  people,  be  infringed,  and  I 
am  very  confident  not  endangered,  if  tne  concur- 
rent authority  of  the  National  Government  is 
exercised  to  provide  arms,  establish  magazines, 
&c.,  and  to  arm,  indeed,  the  great  body  of  the 
militia  of  the  United  States. 

Sixth.  Would  it  be  advisable  to  call  out  any 
portion  of  the  militia^  yearly,  to  take  the  field; 
and,  if  so,  on  what  principle  would  it  be  advisa- 
ble to  adopt  such  a  s^rstem  ? 

Answ;er.  Before  this  can  be  done  to  any  advan- 
tage, arms,  accoutrements,  tents,  and  eamp  equi- 
page must  be  Airnished  by  the  Government  of 
the  United  States;  after  the  National  Legislature 
shall  have  provided  and  delivered  into  the  maga- 
zines established  in  every  State,  sufficient  for  a 
requisition  of,  say,  100,000  men,  to  be  enrolled 
for  three  years'  service,  from  the  junior  class  of 
militia,  that  is,  between  twentv  one  and  forty- 
five,  according  to  the  quotas  of  tne  several  States, 
who  shall  meet  once  a  year  in  the  vicmity  of  the 
arsenal,  aiid  perform,  for  fifteen  days,  all  the  du- 
ties incident  to  a  camp,  to  be  exercised  by  their 
officers,  and  inspected  by  their  respective  State 
adjutant  general,  who  will  perform  similar  duties 
to  those  prescribed  in  the  sixth  section  of  the 
militia  law  of  the  United  States. 

Neither  officers  or  inen  to  receive  pay,  but  to 
be  furnished  with  rations  and  clothing,  of  a  frock, 
pantaloons,  dbc.,  from  the  magazines,  to  be  re- 
turned on  breaking  up  the  camp,  dbc. 

Seventh.  What  are  the  prominent  defects  of 
the  present  system  7 

Answer.  The  answer  to  this  question  has  been, 
in  a  manner,  anticipated  by  the  observations  al- 
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reader  made,  particalarl^  respecting  the  neglect 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  in  not 
makip^  proyision  to  supply  arms,  tents^  dbe.;  es- 
tablishing magazines  in  the  several  States;  for 
the  making  ofmilitia  lavvs  will  not  avail  without 
arms,  ammunition,  camp  equipage,  d^^  ready  to 
take  the  field. 

Whether  the  classification  of  the  senior  and 
minor,  or  either  of  these  corps,  be  adopted;  that, 
in  preference  to  the  proposed  select  corps,  be- 
tween twenty-one  and  twenty-six,  the  junior  corps 
of  men,  between  eighteen  and  forty-five^  or  twen- 
ty-one and  forty-five,  beput  in  requisition,  with- 
out discrimination,  whenever  a  call  is  made  by 
the  Qovernment. 

The  returns  of  militia  being  very  incorrect,  the 


quotas  ontba  acverar  States  ought  to  be  aeeord- 
ing  to  the  representation  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  Congress. 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest,  here,  thai  tbe  Uw  to 
take  the  census  provides  for  the  enomeffadoa  of 
atl  males  under  sixteen;  between  sixteen  »a4 
twenty-one;  between  twentv-one  and  fortf-fire; 
and  between  the  ages  of  forty-five  and  sixtf  ;  and 
from  sixty  upwarcb;  at  any  rate,  of  the  Booaber 
of  males  between  eighteen  and  forty-five,  if  the 
present  militia  svstem  shall  be  eontiaued. 

Sincerely  wishing  you  health,  aad  tamnj  re- 
turns of  this  seasoia  of  joy  and  festivity,  I  na, 
very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
JOSEPH  BLOOMFIRUO, 

Hon.  Qol.  B.  TALUiAnoB. 


MaiTARY  AND  NAVAL  EXPENSES. 

[Communicated  to  ths  Ho«ise  of  Rapres0ntfttive%  April  S|  1810.] 

Trbasury  Department,  AprU  3, 1810. 
Sir:  I  have  the  honor,  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  tW 
Slst  ultimo,  to  transmit  a  statement  of  the  annual  amount  of  expenditure,  in  jrelation  to  the  Militarj 
and  Naval  Establish  men  tsjrom  the  4th  of  March,  1789,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1809. 

The  sums  paid  fur  military  pensions,  and  for  the  Indian  department,  are  not  included  in  the 
statement;  but  it  embraces  all  other  expanses,  including  those  for  fortifications,  arms,  and  mili- 
tary stores,  purchase  of  navy  yards,  and  building  of  vessels. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dbc. 

ALBERT  QALLATIN. 
The  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  H.  of  R. 


A  itatemeni  exhibitine  the  grotB  anmud  amount  of  expenditure,  in  reUftion  to  the  MUUary  ami 
Naval  EatahlishmenU,  from  the  ^th  of  AMrchy  1789^  to  me  end  of  the  year  1809. 


. 

Team. 

MilHaiy  Establiih. 

Naval  Establish- 

Totid. 

ment 

ment. 

FMm  Mareh  4, 

1789, 

to  Becember  31 

17»1 

$633,804  68 

' 

$832304  66 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

170S 

1,103,088  47 

- 

1,103,098  ff 

Bo. 

do. 

do. 

17M 

1,132,443  91 

~         \ 

1,132,443  M 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1794 

3,689,097  69 

$61,468  97 

2,660,606  56 

Do. 

da. 

do. 

17M 

2,422,386  81 

410,662  03 

2,832,967  01 

Bo. 

do. 

do.  ,. 

1796 

1,246,827  82 

274,784  04 

1,621,111  8C 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1797 

1,002,299  04 

382^631  89 

1,384,900  96 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1798 

1,939,692  39 

1,381,347  76 

3,301^040  U 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1799 

2,406,669  17 

2»868,081  84 

6^303,751  61 

Do, 

do. 

do. 

1800 

2,517,409  99 

3,448,716  03 

6,906,190  01 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1801 

1,600,944  08 

2,U1.424  00 

3,712,308  69 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1802 

1,179,148  25 

915.810  87 

2,094,900  11 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1803 

822,066  85 

1,246,317  89 

2,068,373  n 

Do. 

do. 

.      do. 

1804 

875,923  93 

1,273,860  25 

2,149,784  18 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1805 

712,781  28 

1,697,600  00 

2,310,281  » 

Do.. 

do. 

do. 

1806 

1,224,356  35 

1,649|641  44 

2,873,996  62 

Do. 

do. 

do. 

1807 

1,288,686  91 

1.722.064  47 

3,010,759  39 

Be. 

do. 

do. 

1808 

2,900,834  40 

1,88'1,067  80 

4,784,961  26 

Bo. 

do. 

do. 

1800 

3,346,772  17 

2,427,758  86 

6,773,530  0? 

$30,941,669  47 

$23,646,979  08 

$64,667,646  66 

TmBA«uar  Bvaatmbitt,  Reguier^g  Office,  April  3, 1810. 


JOOBPH  Moums 
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IfORTAUTT  OF  TROOPS  AT  NEW  0RLEAK8. 

[Comamiieated  to  the  Hoofe,  Aprfl  37, 1810.] 

Mr.  Newton,  from  the  committee,  in  ohedieoce 
to  a  resolotion  which  passed  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  United  States,  on  the  thirteenth 
of  March  last,  instractinfi:  them  to  inquire  into 
the  cause  or  caus^  of  the  great  mortality  in  the 
detachment  of  the  Army  of  the  United  Sutes, 
ordered  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  submitted 
the  following  report : 

The  committee  perceived,  at  the  instant  their 
attention  was  directed  to  the  subject  referred  to 
them,  its  importance,  difficulty,  and  extent.  The 
solicitude  which  was  expressed  for  the  acquisition 
of  accurate  information,  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  inquiries  of  the  committee  were  pointed  to  a 
specific  object,  stimulated  them  to  fulfil,  to  the 
utmost  of  their  power,  the  expectation  and  desire 
of  the  House,  in  performing  the  duties  assigned 
to  them,  they  necessarily  had  manv  difficulties  to 
encounter;  these  consisted  in  collecting,  eoUa- 
tiag,  and  arranging  a  multitude  of  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances which  had  tlieir  origin  in  a  distant 
Territoi'y.  and  the  dissimilar  aspects  in  which  the 
same  object  would  be  represented,  according  40 
the  medium  through  which  it  had  been  seen. 
Not  discouraged  at  the  prospect  of  such  labors, 
they  proceed^  to  commence  them  with  every  dis- 
position, and  with  all  the  patience  so  essential  to 
insure  a  fair,  candid,  and  impartial  disclosure  of 
the  state  of  the  detachment  of  the  Army  ordered 
to  New  Orleans.  To  accomplish  a  purpose  every 
"Way  so  desirable  and  interesting,  and  likewise  to 
obviate  objections,  the  committee,  on  mature  de- 
liberation and  reflection,  determined  to  make  a 
plain  and  succinct  statement  of  facts,  as  the 
method  best  calculated  to  impart  information, 
and  to  guide  the  understanding  in  the  formation 
of  a  correct  judgment. 

In  pursuing  this  plan,  which  the  committee 
early  laid  down  for  their  observance,  they  are  led 
to  present  to  th^  House,  in  a  narrow  compass,  the 
correspondence  which  passed  between  the  De- 
partment of  War  and  the  commanding  officer. 

Next  in  order,  the  number  of  troops  sent  to 
New  Orleans,  and  the  present  efibctive  force. 

The  measures  taken  for  paying  the  troops,  and 
the  precautions  observed  for'  insuring  a  prompt 
supply  of  sound  and  wholesome  provisions  for 
their  subsistence. 

The  instructions  given  to  the  military  agent 
by  the  Department  of  War,  and  the  authority  in- 
^vcaied  ia  tlie  etminaadiBg  officer  over  tha  nili- 
tary  agent,  as  gathered  from  the  instructions. 
Under  this  bead  will  be  included  whatever  relates 
to  clothing  and  medical  and  hospital  stores. 

The  depositions  taken  by  the  committee. 

Lastly,  the  causes  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  produced  the  mortality  in  that  detach- 
ment of  the  Army. 

A  No.  1. 
A  letter  from  the  Seeretaty  of  War,  dated  Feb* 
raary  24, 1810,  in  aoiwer  to  one  addressed  to  him 


in  obedience  to  the  direction  of  the  committee, 
requesting  information  on  the  subject  submitted 
to  them. 

The  Secfretary  says,  "  I  have  the  honor,  accord- 
ingly, herewith  to  submit  to  their  inspection  a 
transcript  of  the  original  order,  bearing  date  De- 
cember 2, 1868,  designating  the  force  destineid  for 
iM  defence  of  New  Orleans,  and  of  the  subse* 
queot  orders  from  this  department^  together  with 
tuth  extracts  from  the  letters  of  the  commanding 
general  as  relate  to  the  selection  and  occupancy 
of,  and  the  removal  of  the  troops  from,  the  en- 
campment at  Terre  an  Boeuf." 


A  No.  IS. 

On  theSd  of  December,  1808,  the  Secretary  of 
War,  (Geaeral  Henry  Dearborn,)  in  a  letter  to 
General  James  Wilkinson,  savs:  *4  am  directed 
by  the  President  of  the  Unilted  States  to  have  the 
necessary  measure^  taken,  without  delay,  for  ae- 
sembling  as  large  a  proportion  of  our  regohtr 
troops  at  New  Orleans  and  its  vicinity,  as  circum- 
stances will  permit."  Immediately  following 
this  extract,  the  regiments,  and  companies  des- 
tined for  New  Orkins  are  designated,  and  the 
previous  preparatory  arrangements  connected 
with  the  movements  are  directed  to  be  made. 
The  letter  then  concludes:  ^*  You' will  please  to 
take  measures  for  beioff  at  New  Orleans  in  sea- 
son  to  take  command  ofthe  Armv  in  that  depart- 
ment as  early  as  practicable,  and  to  have  such  a 
disposition  of  the  troops  in  that  department  form- 
ed, as  will  most  efleetnally  enaUe  you  to  defend 
New  Orleans  aad  its  dependencies  against  any 
invading  force.  '  In  case  of  emergency,  you  are 
authorized  by  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  call  on  the  Oovemors  of  the  Orleans  and  Mts- 
sisstppi  Territories,  for  such  detachments  of  the 
militia  as  mar  be  deemed  necessary. 

On  the  aOch  of  April.  1809,  tbe  Secretary  of 
War  <  William  Bustts,  Esq.)  addressed  a  letter  to 
Gtonesal  James  Wilkiason,  expressinff  great  anx- 
iety and  solicitude  for  the  health  of  the  troops. 
Alive  to  apprehensions  on  this  important  point, 
he  proceeds  to  say,  "  on  inspecting  th«  general 
iostrnetions  given  by  this  department,  2d  of  De- 
cetftber,  1808,  it  appears  that  the  troops  were  to 
be  asaaaaUed  at  New  Orleans:  an  apprehensioQ 
that  the  letter  of  this  instruetioo  may  he  coa- 
stroed  to  limit  any  aieasures  wliich  your  own 
judj^ment  might  suggest  respecting  a  change  of 
position,  induces-  ma  to  remove  any  such  obsta- 
cle, if  ir  shall  have  had  ao  influence.  By  the  re- 
turns of  the  34th  of  March,  it  appears  that  more 
than  one-fourth  part  of  the  troops  were  sick. 
Without  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  the  remoral 
ofthe  army  from  New  Orleans,  during  the  sum- 
mer an4  antmnal  months,  is  suggested  by  every 
consideration  of  prudence  and  experience.  If, 
therefore,  suck  removal  shall  not,  on  receipt  of 
this  letter,  have  been  already  commenced,  you 
will  be  pf^s^d  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to 
have  it  mected  immediateljr*  After  leaving  the 
necessary  garrison,  consisttnff  of  old  troops,  at 
New  Orlaaos,  it  will  ba  desiiaMe  that  all  the 
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others  shoald  be  transported  either  to  the  high 
ground,  in  the  reair  of  Fort  Adams,  or  a  part  of 
tnem,  in  the  rear  of  the  Natchez ;  perhaps  both 
these  stations  should  be  occupied,  a  division  of 
the  troops  being  more  favorable  to  their  health 
than  quartering  the  whole  together  in  one  body  : 
of  this  you  will  judge.  The  primary  object  will 
be,  to  preserve  the  health  and  lives  of  the. men  ; 
next,  to  have  them  so  quartered  as  will  best  ad- 
mit of  a  regular  system  of  order,  government,  and 
discipline,  with  as  much  economy  as  is  prseti- 
cable" 

On  the  29th  of  May,  1809,  General  James  Wil- 
kinson  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 
He  says,  "  after  much  inquiry,  I  have  determined 
on  a  spot  for  the  encampment  of  the  troops^  It 
was  a  difficult  o^atter,  from  the  localities  of  the 
country,  to  adjust ;  and,  beiag  an  object  of  prima- 
ry importance  in  relation  to  economy,  discipline, 
And  health,  it  has  truly  occupied  all  my  cares 
and  attentions,  and  will,  I  hope,  be  my  excuse  for 
inattention  to  minor  objects."  Id  the  part  im- 
mediately sueceding  this  extract,  the  General 
mentions  that  he  had  abandoned  the  idea  of  en- 
camping on  the  site  spoken  of  by  Greneral  Henry 
Dearbornj-called  Qalvesiown,  on  the  Amite  river, 
on  account  of  its  being  the  most  sickly  spot  in 
the  Territory.  The  General  then  says:  "with 
the  general  voice  of  the  Americans  and  Creoles 
in  favor  of  it,  I  have  selected  a  piece  of  ground 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  below  this 
city  about  four  leagues,  which  I  find  perfectly 
dry  at  this  moment,  although  the  surface  of  the 
river,  restrained  by  its  dykes,  is  in  general  three 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  country.    You  will 


put  your  finger  on  the  spot  at  the  -head  of  the 
English  Turn,  just  where  the  route  to  the  settle^ 
ments  on  the  Terre  au  BoDuf  leaves  the  river. 


The  disadvantages  of  the  position  are*  private 
ground,  private  wood,  and  its  vicinity  to  New 
Orleans.  But  its  advantages  ar^,  promised  health, 
the  best  water  of  the  country,  the  accommoda- 
tion and  comforts  of  a  market,  the  immediate 
M-otectioo  of  ihe  eity,  and  the  prompt  defence  of 
the  riyer  and  lakes  against  an  invading  force. 
Under  sneh  considerations,  and  the  rapid  advance 
of  the  season,  I  coiild  pause  no  longer;  bu^thaJl 
proceed  to  take  the  position,  and  make  the  neces- 
aary  ettajblishmenu  /or  the  reception  and  safe- 
keeping of  the  stores  and  provisions,  necessary  to 
supply  and  support  the  troops,  and  for  the  com- 
fortable lodgement  of  the  sick  and  veil." 


Letter  from  General  Wilkinson  to  the  Secretary  of 
War,  dated 

Camp,  Tebre  au  Bcedf,  June  16, 1809. 
^  Your  letters  of  the  30th  of  April,  and  4th  ul* 
timo  did  not  reach  New  Orleans  until  the  last 
mailf  the  14ib  instant,  though  we  received  at  the 
same  time  the  President's  Speech.  I  am  happy 
that  I  have  ao  far  anticipated  your  wishes  as  to 
have  encamped  the  troops,  tboWh  I  have  not 
sought  the  position  you  recommended ;  nor  should 
1.  have  done  so  while  permitted  to  exercise  my 
discretion,  niid  for  the  following  reasons :  The 


movement  to  Fort  Adams  or  to  Natchez  mnt 
have  been  made  by  water,  as  the  Spaoiards  will 
not  permit  our.  passage  through  West  Floridi: 
the  toil^  the  time,  and  exposition  of  the  sod.  in 
ascending  the  river  one  hundred  leagues,  with  a 
corps  of  two  thousand,  would  probably  have  dis- 
eased nine-tenths  of  the  men,  many  of  whoai 
were  in  a  convalescent  state,  and  as  many  sick." 
Thq  General  then  states  the  expense  of  trau- 
portation ;  that  the  position  is  too  remote  for  the 
seasonable  protection  of  New  Orleans  agaiost  ex- 
ternal attack  or  internal  commotion ;  that  the 
upper  country  misht  prove  more  sickly  thaa 
the  bank  of  the  Mississippi;  that  the  mor^ 
ment  to  Terre  au  BcBuf  was  made  without  iacon- 
venjence  to  the  well,  or  injury  to  the  sick,  and 
at  no  expense,  because  the  chalons  which  trans- 
ported them  will  be  employed  in  erectiog  thene 
cessary  temporary  buildings,  and  for  flooring  the 
tents.  The  General  further  states,  that  the  posi- 
tion taken  is  refreshed  by  sea  breezes,  and  that, 
although  more  than  five  hundred  sick  and  conra- 
lescent  were  brought  to  the  ground  which  had 
been  previously  occupied  by  five  hnadred  and 
sixty  men,  from  the  1st  instant  not  more  tbu 
three  men  died,  and  one  of  these  of  an  apoplexf; 
that  the  morniiig  reports  of  the  13ih  and  16iii 
will  exhibit  a  frightful  return  of  the  sick;  "feC, 
says  he,  you  are  to  understand  that  niae-teDibs 
are  strongly  convalescent,  and  are  returned  sick 
to  prevent  their  being  detailed  for  the  general  fa- 
tigues, to  which  we  are  now,  and  shafi  be  for 
some  lime  to  come,  necessarily  exposed."  After 
mentioning  that  the  Safety  of  those  who  are  en- 
trusted to  nis  charge  impress  him  with  an  awfol 
sense  of  responsibility,  and  will  occupy  all  his 
attention,  he  proceeds  to  say :  "  It  is  a  source  of 
pleasurable  reflection  to  me,  that  the  aspects  and 
accommodation  of  the  position  have  prepossessed 
every  man  and  oflicer  in  its  favor.    We  bafca 

?;ood  market  of  vegetables jnilk,  eggs,  and  fowa, 
rom  the  setilepaents  of  Terre  au  BcBuf."  He 
then  speaks  of  arrangements  in  the  suiling  de- 
partment;  wishes  to  be  advised  Whether  it  is  the 
intention  of  Government  to  erect  a  cantonmeit, 
as  one  would  be  necessary,  either  at  Nalchex  or 
Terre  au  Boeuf:  if  the  latter,  expenses  of  soch 
establishment  are  set  forth.  He  then  says,  1 
submit  these  observations  to  you  for  your  consid- 
eration, as  it  is  my  duty  to  aid  your  judgment, 
and  shall  be  ready  to  execute  the  PresidentiH 
wiU.'' 

The  Becretary  of  War  to  Geaerml  James  WiWw* 
dated 
War  DispABTMBifT,  Jnm  22, 1809. 
Bein^  unable  to  perceive  any  advantages  m 
the  position  which  you  have  selected  fo^*"?!' 
campment,  as  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  2W» 
of  ^lay,  which  give  it  a  preference  over  the  hign 
ground  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Adams,  or  its  vicini- 
ty, to  which  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  April,  di- 
rected, conditionally,  the  removal  of  the  troops,! 
am  left  to  preaume,  either  that  my  leuer  has  not 
been  received^  or  that,  some  cajises,  uofcaowato 
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me  and  reconcilable  with  the  object  stated  in 
that  letter  have  governed  your  decision.  Oo  re- 
ceiving this  letter  you  will  be  pleaded  ironoedi- 
ately  to  embark  all  the  troops,  leaving  a  sufficient 

farrison  of  old  troops  at  New  Orleans  and  at 
^ort  St.  Philip,  and  proceed  with  them  to  the 
high  ground  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Adams,  and  to  the 
high  gi'ound  in  the  rear  of  Natchez,  (the  public 
ground,)  and  form  encampments ;  dividing  them 
equally,  or  in  such  proportions  between  the  two 
places,  as  your  own  judgment  shall  direct.  The 
enclosed  copy  of  an  order  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment will  present  you  the  means  of  transporta- 
tion. The  movement  of  the  troops  will  be  com- 
mitted entirely  to  your  direction." 

By  a  letter  bearing  date  Camp  Terre  au  fioeuf, 
July  23, 1809,  General  Wilkinson  acknowledges 
that  the  preceding  order  had  come  to  his  hand  : 
he  says,  ^'  your  duplicate  of  the  32d  ultimo  reached 
New  Orleans  by  last  mail  on  the  19ih,  and  came 
to  my  hands  on  the-  night  of  the  20tb,  at  ten 
o'clock:  the  original  has  not  yet  arrived.  The 
peremptory  tenor  of  your  order  for  the  removal 
of  the  troops  has  relieved  me  from  an  oppressive 
load  of  responsibility,  and  I  have  not  lost  a  mo- 
ment in  entering  on  the  execution."  He  states 
the  impossibility  of  controlling  the  effecu  of  the 
climate;  that  it  will  be  in  vain  to  seek  refuge 
from  disease  in  that  region,  with  unseasoned  re- 
cruits. He  also  states  that,  when  possession  was 
taken  of  the  present  healthful  site  at  (Columbia 
Springs,  near  Port  Adams,  two  hundred  and  for- 
ty-six meu  were-down  at  one  time  out  of  about 
five  hundred.  After  mentioning  some  things  re- 
lating to  the  movement  of  the  detachment  up  the 
river,  he  says,  "you  will  discover,  from  my  leUer 
of  the  18th  ult.,  the  causes  which  opposed  our  as- 
cei)t  of  the  river;  the  employment  of  the  gun- 
boats removes  the  expense,  and  the  labor  of  the 
sailors  will  save  that  of  the  troops,  but  the  tardi- 
ness of  the  movement  and  the  heat  of  the  sun  in 
do/*days  must  endanger  our  heahh." 

After  expressing  his  sense  of  the  necessity  of 
economy,  and  stating  that  the  establishment  nad 
cost  something,  but  that  the  cost  will  bear  com- 
parison with  antecedent  expenses,  he  then  men- 
tions that  the  public  cost,  in  future,  would  not 
exceed  six'  or  eiglit  hundred  dollars  per  month, 
the  year  round,  for  every  incidental  expense, 
wood,  pasturage,  and  quarters,  included;  and  con- 
cludes thus:  ^^  under  all  circumstances,  I  must 
frankly  say  that,  was  my  discretion  permitted,  1 
should  stay  here  and  hazard  the  consequences ; 
but,  as  there  would  be  hazard,  I  am  glad  of  your 
order  to  move,  not  only  as  it  lessens  my  responsi- 
bility, but  because  the  change  of  place  may  prove 
salutary  to  our  men  ;  in  all  events  you  may  de- 
pend on  whatever  my  judgment.experience,  per- 
sonal exposition,  and  attention,  can  effect. 

A  No.  a 
The  following  letter,  dated  Camp,  Terre  au 
Bceuf,  August  19, 1809,  is  addressed  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  Wur,  by  General  Witkioton :  he  says,  "1 
h»ve  not  recti  red  %hfi  secip  of  a  pen  from  yon 


since  the  30th  of  June,  but  am  progressing  rapid- 
ly in  my  arrangements  for  moving  the  troops,  an 
object  near  my  heart,  and  which  occupies  ail  my 
attentions." 

The  Greneral  then  states,  that  not  one  of  the 
gunboats  had  been  reported  in  readiness;  that 
the  preparation  was  difficult,  o^ing  to  the  gen- 
eral sickness  of  their  crews,  and  the  impractica- 
blity  of  shipping  men ;  that  thecondemned  barges 
at  Fort  Adams  had  been  ordered  down,  and  were 
repairing  at  a  small  expense ;  that,  if  the  gun- 
boats fail  hiro,heshould  hire  three  or  four  barges, 
and  that,  in  twenty  days,  he  expected  to  make 
^ood  his  landing  at  Natchez,  or  in  that  vicinity. 
He  then  states,  "  our  sick  have  increased  consid* 
erabiy,  but  our  maladies  are  cocfiqed  almost  uni- 
versally to  the  ague  and  fever ;  nearly  all  the  offi- 
cers had  it,  but  we  have  not  lost  one,  nor  do  I 
expect  we  shall."  He  states  the  diffictilties  which 
occurred  in  the  department. of  provisions:  he 
says,  '*  the  clamors  of  the  troops  had  been  loud 
and  just,  that  he  had  offered  one  hundred  dol- 
lars for  a  small,  cow.  without  effect ;  that  the 
flour  was  affected  by  the  climate  immediately  after 
landing;  and  that,  oh  the  utter  failure  of  the  con- 
tractor to  furnish  bread  or  flour  for  two  or  three 
days  successively,  he  had  purchased  a  hundred, 
barrels  of  flour,  and  had  the  same  distributed." 
He  attributes  to  the  absence  of  the  contractor, 
and  the  conaeouent  management  of  his  business 
being  entrusted  to  a  young  man,  without  knowl- 
edge or  experience,  and,  apparently,  of  an  obsti- 
nate, perverse  disposition,  all  the  difficulties  they 
had  to  encounter  on  the  subiect  of  provisions. 
He  then  says,  "  1  wish,  indeed,  that  he  may  not 
oblige  me  to  take  the  whole  business  out  of  his 
hands,  and  to  appoint  a  commissary  to  purchase 
and  supply;  but,  in  the  last  extremity  enly^  shall 
I  resort  to  this  step."  After  stating  **that  the 
inhabitants  weredown  with  the  prevailing  disease 
of  the  camp,  a  thing  which,  according  to  them, 
had  never  before  oocarred."'  he  conclades  thus : 
^'  I  am  alarmed  for  our  medical  and  hospital  ex- 
penses, but  I  do  not  understaad  that  a  paKicle  of 
either  iias  yet  arrived  for  the  new  levies,  and  of 
course  I  have  no  alternative  but  to  submit  to  the 
requisitions  of  the  surgeons*  We  shall  not.  how- 
erer,  press  your  appropriations  for  this  depart- 
ment, although  the  consumption  of  five  or  six 
hundred  sick  must  be  considerable." 


Detachment  of  the  Army  ordersd  for  the  defence  of 

New  Orleans. 
Aggregate,  according  to  the  returns  which  have 
teen  printed $2,030 

B.  Absentees  accounted  for. 

C.  A  return  of  the  troops  commanded 
by  Brigadier  General  Hampton,  for  De- 
cember, 1809. 

D.  A  return  of  the  troops  at  that  can- 
tonment, Washington,  M.  T.,  for  Janu- 
ary, 1810. 

B.  A  return  of  the  troops  at  the  last- 
mentioned  cantonment,  for  February, 
1810. 
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Mortdtiiy  in  the  Troops  at  New  Orleans. 


F.  A  retarn  of  deaths,  desertions,  and 
dUcbarges,  of  the  ^^ additional  military 
force,"  allotted  for  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans,  from  Ist  May,  1809,  to  Febru- 
ary, 1810,  viz : 

Deaths  -  .  -  -  -  -  686 
Desertions  -  -  .  -  -  108 
Discharges-        -        -       -        -        58 


852 


G.  A  jetnrn  of  the  efifective  strength  of 
the  ^'additional  military  force.''  allot- 
ted for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
taken  from  the  latest  reports  which 
have  been  received  at  the  inspector's 
oflSce,  Washington  city,  April  16, 1810, 
aggregate  -        -        -     ,  -        -       -       1,184 


Hr  A  reiam  of  a  detachment  of  the  United 
States'  marines,  stationed  at  New  Orleans,  from 
the  Ist  of  March,  1809,  to  the  31st  of  December, 
1809.  Exhibiting  the  monthly  force  of  the  de- 
tachment, and  the  number  of  deaths,  respect- 
ively. 

I. 

Fnn^fi  pltcad  at  the  dkposition  of  tbe  Fayniister  of 
the  Army  of  the  United  States,  for  the  payment  of 
the  detachment  orderfd  to  New  Orleans. 

Sum  estimated  for  this  object,  for  the 
year  1809       -        -        -        -        -    $250,000 

Lieutenant  Simeon  Knight,  the  dis- 
trict paymaster  at  New  Orleans, 
•s,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  1809, 
furnished  with  the  sum  or      -       ^       100,P00 

In  June,  1809,  Lieutenant  Simeon 
Knight  was  authorized  to  draw  for 
fiHy  thousand  dollars,  of  which  sum, 
be  drew 40,000 

July,  1809,  there  was  remitted  to  Lieu- 
tenant Simeon  Knight,  and  received 
by  him  before  the  7th  of  August 
following,  the  sum  of     •        -       •       100,000 

Authority  was  given,  in  order  to  en- 
able him  to  commence  the  peyment  - 
of  the  troops  for  the  year  1810,  to 
draw  for 60,000 


Provisions, 

These  are  furnished  by  contract.  By  the  sec- 
ond article  of  the  contract  for  supplying  provis- 
ions to  the  troops,  it  is  provided,  '^  that  it  shaH  be 
in  the  option  oi  the  general  or  officer  command- 
ing an  army  on  a  great  military  district,  to  drrect 
when  and  how  often  fresh  or  salted  meat  shall  be 
issued  by  general  orders,  to  be  promulgated  a 
reasonable  time  before  the  issue  is  to  commence." 

By  the  fourth  article.  •*  whenever,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  commanding  officer,  the  provisions 
offered  to  be  issued  are  unsound,  unfit  for  use,  or 
of  an  unmerchantable  quality,  a  survey  shall  be 
held  thereon'by  two  disinterested  persons,  one  te 


be  chosen  by  the  commanding  oflScer,  and  the 
other  by  the  contractor,  or  his  agent;  indii 
case  of  disagreement,  a  tnird  person,  to  be  cho- 
sen by  mutual  consent,  who  shall  have  power  to 
condemn  such  part  of  the  provisions  as  to  them 
may  appear  unfit  for  use."  If  the  coDtraetor, 
"or  his  agent,  fail,  or  neglect  to  appoint  t per- 
son to  inspect  the  provisions,  after  reasooible 
notice  in  writing,  the  commanding  officer  may 
appoint  such  persons  as  he  nay  think  proper." 
The  fifth  article  authorizes  the  commandtDg 

f general,  in  case  of  absolute  failure,  or  deficieocf 
n  quantity,  of  provisions  contracted  to  be  de* 
livered  and  issued^  to  supply  the  deficieocf  bj 
purchase,  at  the  risk  of  the  contractor.''  The 
poWer  conferred  by  the  last  article  wis.  in  one 
mstance,  exercised.  That  those  granted  by  tke 
fourth  and  .fifth  articles  were  not  exercised,  eu 
be  accounted  for  by  this  department,  on  the  pre 
sumption  only,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  tbegeo- 
era],  the  country  could  not  furnish  the  sopplies. 

L  No.  1. 
Instmctionf  to  the  Militvy  Agent  tt  Nsw  Orkni, 

and  amount  •fdisbttisements  in  tiM  department. 

The  folk>wiog  inttruettons  to  A.  D.  Abit- 
hams,  the  military  agent  at  New  Orlesnt,''to 
procure  and  deliver,  on  the  orders  of  tbe  eon- 
manding  officer,  auen  articles  as  he  mifdeen 
necessary  for  the  public  service,"  was  giieobf 
the  Secretary  of  War,  (Ckneral  Ueory  Deir- 
born^  on  the  12th  of  December,  1808. 


L  No;  2. 

The  Secretary  of  War,  ( WilliamEasU'i,  Bsq.) 
May  4,  1809,  wrote  to  A.  McCuUoch,  and  ia- 
formed  him  of  his  appointment  as  miliiar|r*g^°^ 
A.  D.  Abrahams  having  resigned.  Tbulettet 
contains  many  regulations  for  the  agent's  obser- 
vance in  executing  the  duties  of  his  office.  Tbe 
above-mentioned  instruction  is  repeated,  and  the 
following  additional  one  ^iven :  "  The  expeodi- 
tures  should  be  as  economical  as  the  good  of  the 
service  will  permit.  No  article,  it  is  presumed, 
will  be  required  of  yoja,  but  such  as  tbeoatort 
and  good  of  the  service  actually  demand.  Sboold 
it  happen,  however,  at  any  lime,  that  dcmaads 
are  made  upon  you  to  a  large  amount,  the  pro- 
priety of  complying  with  which  you  mavdoabi, 
and  where  delay  may  not,  in  your  juagmeot, 
prove  injurious  to  the  public  interest,  yon  are  to 
consult  this  department."  It  appears  Mr.  M^ 
CuUoch  died  in  a  few  days  after  his  arrival  il 
New  Orleans;  on  which  Major  Zebolon  ■• 
Pike,  of  the  6th  regiment,  was  appointed,  tf 
General  Wilkinson,  as  successor  to  Mr.  McCfll* 
loch,  and  continued  to  discharge  the  dutiesol 
that  office  under  the  instructions  given  to  Mr. 
McCuUoch,  until  the  removal  of  the  troops  from 
the  encampment  at  Terre  an  Boeuf. 

L  Nos.7attd3. 
The  Secretary  of  War,  in  a  lettw  addre^  J 
file  OouttUiee,  btnttng  date  the  IM  af  ^FrU, 
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MartaHtpinthe  Troojm  at  New  OHeam. 


1810^  'tafs:  ^  Represetitacioa  being  made  by  the 
Aocouotaot  of  this  department,  that  many  arti- 
elesin  the  accoants  rendered  by  Mr.  A.  D.  AbHi- 
bama,  the  military  agent^  were  charfed  at  ek- 
travagant  prices,  the  necessity  of  some  of  which 
did  iK>t  appear,  and  the  prices  ofotbera  being 
deemed  exorbitant,  the  military  agent  was  in- 
formed, on  the  10th  of  August  last,  that  he  was 
not  authorized  to  comply  with  such  requisitions 
ia  future.  This  is  the  only  iimitatioii  of  the  iiH 
struetions  beforementioned,  which  .has  been  made 
by  this  department."  This  last  instructtoh  to 
the  mtiitarjr  agent  could  not  have  reached  him 
wtil  4ome  time  in  September  last.  The  military 
agvnrt,  wheacrer  he  wanted  funda,  drew  billson  the 
Department  df  War,  which  were  regularty  paid. 

L  Nos.  4,  5,  and  6, 
Binbunemeats  in  the  Qiiartermatter  and  Medical  and 
Hospital  Departments,  by  A.  D.  Abrahams,  Military 
Agent. 

On  account  of  that  part  of  the  Army 
stationed  at  New  Orleans,  and  in 
its  vicinily,  between  the  1st  of 
January  and  20th  of  July,  1809, 
including  payments  made  for  the 
charter  of  a  part  of  the  viessel  em- 
ployed to  transport  thje  troops  to 
that  j)lace.— See  document  A  -    -  $55,188  43 

Disbursements  made  by  Major  Pike, 
on  same  accopnt,  from  the  21st  of 
July  to  the  31st  of  December,  1809     27,474  73 


$82663  16 


NoTB.^ — The  above  sums  embrace  no  part  of  the  ex- 
ptoditiireiimngde  on  the  fbrtlficatioiis  erecting  at  New 
Orleans. 

William  LiAnard,  military  agent  at  Philadel- 
phia, in  his  letter  of  the  31st  of  March,  1810, 
states,  that  medical  and  hospital  stores  were 
sliipped  on  board  the  ^hooner  Hillsman  j  that 
she  sailed  from  Philadelphia  the  7th  of  January, 
1809 :  was  detained  by  ice ;  sailed  ai^ain  the  5tb< 
of  March  foltowiag,  and  arrived  at  New  Orleans 
tiie  5th  of  April,  and  dalivered  the  stores  on  the 
7tfa  and  8th. 


M  Nos.  1  and  3. 
dothing. 
By  the  same  letter  from  William  Linnard. 
military  agent,  it  appears,  that  the  brig  NortK 
Star  sailed  from  Philadelphia  the  6ih  of  July, 
1809,  with  clothing  for  the  troops ;  arrived  at 
New  Orleans  the  22d  of  August,  and  delivered 
the  same  ia  three  days  ^fter  her  arrival;,  which 
was  within  twelve  months  of  the  time  that  the 
men  of  that  detachment  had  generally  received 
their  clothing  for  the  preceding  year. 

The  DeposUkm. 
Nos.  1,  2,  3, 4,5,  6,7,  8,  9, 10, 11,  and  12. 
The  committee,  from  a  knowiedze  which  they 
have  acquired  of  the  climate  of  New  Orleans, 
1  llh  Con.  2d  Sbss.— 77 


and  of  the  country  surrounding  k,  and  from  the 
facts  stated  in  the  depositions,  are  of  opinion, 
that  the  mortality  in  the  detachment  ordered  to 
New  Orleans  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  following 
causes: 

1.  The  detachment  consisting  of  new  levies. 

2.  The  insalubrity  of  the  climate — the  Sum* 
mer  and  Autumn  of  the  year  1809  being  unusu- 
allj  sickly. 

3i  To  the  nature  of  the  sround  on  which  the 
detachment  was  encamped  alt  Terre  au  Boeuf, 
and  the  detention  of  it  at  tl^at  place  during  the 
whole  of  the  Summer,  contrary,  as  the  commit- 
tee conceive,  to  theinstrtrctions  contained  in  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  bearing  date  the 
30th  of  April,  1809. 

i.  To  the  want  of  sound  and  wholesome  pro- 
viaiotts  and  of  vegetables ;  the  waat  of  an  hospi- 
tal, and  hospital  stores  and  medicines. 

5.  The  excessive  ftitigues  to  which  the  troops 
were  subjected  in  clearing,  drtcbing,  aikl  drain- 
ing the  ground  on  which  they  were  encamped. 

6.  To  the  want  of  repose  during  the  night, 
owing  to  the  troops  not  being  provided  with  bars 
or  nets  to  protect  them  from  the  annoyance  of 
mosquitoes. 

7.  The  want  of  clfanliness  in  the  camp,  the 
nature  of  the  position  rendering  it  almost  im- 
practicable to  preserve  it. 

8.  The  sick  and  well  being  confined  to  the 
same  teats,  which  neither  protected  them  suffi- 
ciently from  the  heat  of  the  sun,  nor  kept  them 
dry  from  the  dews  ^nd  rains. 


A  No.  1. 


War  Departm en t,  February  24, 1810. 

Sir  :  In  answering  your  letter  of  the  10th  in- 
itant,  requesting  information  on  the  following 
heads)  y iz  t  .         * 

1st.  Whether  the  detachment  from  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  sent  to  New  Orleans  was 
encamped  at  Terre  au  Bceuf,  on  the  Mississippi, 
fn  pursuance  of  orders  given  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  that  detachment? 

2d.  The  object  of  the  encampment  of  that  de- 
tafebment  at  Terre  au  Bceuf  ? 

3d.  Whether  the  detachment  during  the  en- 
campment at  Terre  au  Boeuf,  suffered  in  an^  re- 
spect for  want  of  regular  and  necessary  supplies? 

4th.  Whether  the  detachment  was  encamped 
in  contravention  to  orders :  if  in  contravention 
to  orders,  the  time  it  ao  continued  at  that  place? 

I  have  adopted  (he  course  which  has  appeared 
to  me  most  becoming  the  occasion,  and  best  cal- 
culated to  convey  to  the  honorable  committee,  of 
which  you  are  chairman,  the  information  they 
have  requested.  I  have  the  honor,  accordingly, 
herewith  to  submit  to  their  inspection  a  transcript 
of  the  original  order,  beating  date  December  2, 
1808,  deMignatinflr"^  the  force  destined  for  the  de- 
fence of  New  Orleans,  and  of  the  subsequent 
orders  from  this  department,  together  with  such 
extracts  from  the  letters  of  the  commanding 
genend  as  relate  to  the  selection  and  occupancy 
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of,  and  the  removal  of  the  troops  from,  the  en- 
campmeDt  at  Terre  aa  BoBuf. 

Prerious  to  the  issuing  of  the  order  of  the  22d 
of  June,  a  coosaitatioD  was  had  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  the  result  of  which  justified  an 
expectation  that  the  necessary  transports  for  the 
troops  might  be  derived  from  the  naval  flotilla  on 
the  Orleans  station;  an  order  for  that  purpose 
was  accordingly  given. 

On  receiiving  the  order  of  the  22d  of  June,  it 
is  believed  that  the  General  made  every  possible 
effort  to  procure  the  transports  for  his  army;  but 
the  sickness  which  afflicted  the  Army,  and  the 
whole  country,  had  also  exteilded  itself  ^to  the 
marine:  owing  to  this  circumstance, and  the  dis- 
tance of  the  vessels  from  New  Orleans,  unex- 
pected delays  occurred ;  in  addition  to  which,  it 
being  found  necessary  to  have  the  assistance  of 
the  public  boats  at  Fort  Adams,  which  required 
repairs,  the  General  found  himself  unable  to  em* 
bark  the  Army  until  the  month  of  September,  as 
stated  in  my  letter  of  the  30th  of  January  last. 

At  such  time  as  the  honorable  committee  may 
be  pleased  to  appoint,  I  shall  be  ready  to  attend 
on  them,  and  to  give  such  further  information  as 
may  be  required. 

With  respectful  consideration,  &c. 

W.  EUSTIS. 

Hon.  Thomas  Newton,  Chairman, 


ANo.2. 
Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  General  James 
Wilkinson. 
War  Department,  Deceinber  2, 1808. 

Sir  :  I  am  directed  by  ^he  President  of  the 
United  States  to  have  the  necessary  measures 
taken,  without  delay,  for  assemblin|r  as  large  a 
proportion  of  our  regular  troops  at  New  Orleans 
and  its  vicinity,  as  circumstances  will  permit. 
You  will  please,  therefore,  to  issue  preparatory 
orders  for  the  transportation  to  New  Orle^ans  of 
<he  3d,  5th,  and  7th  regiments  of  infantry,  with 
a  battalion  consisting  of  four  companies  from 
the  6th  regiment,  together  with  the  companies 
of  light  dragoons,  light  artillery,  and  riflemen, 
raised  in  the  Stares  and  Territories  to  the  south- 
ward of  New  Jersey.  The  troop3,  generally,  in 
the  Atlantic  States,  should  be  assembled  at  Sa- 
vannah, Charleston,  South  Carolina.  Washing- 
ton, North  Carolina,  Norfolk,  and  Hoods,  Fort 
McHenry,  and  Fort  Mifflin,  where  suitable  ves- 
sels will  be  provided  for  their  transportation. 

The  troops  raised  in  the  Western  States,  to- 
gether with  the  late  Captain  Bissell's  company, 
will  be  provided  with  suitable  boats  for  descend- 
ing the  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  Captain  Boote's 
company  should  march  by  land,  from  the  0cm ul- 

tee  to  Fort  Stoddert  or  Fort  St.  Stephens.  The 
eld  officers  of  each  regiment  of  infantry,  and 
one  field  officer  of  the  respective  corps  of  light 
dragoons,  li^ht  artillery,  and  riflemen  should  be 
marched  with  their  corps;  and  a  major,  with 
the  battalion  from  the  6th  regiment  of  intantry, 
together  with  the  surgeons  and  mates  of  the  regi- 
ments of  infantry  \  a  surgeon  to  the  respective 


corps  of  dragoons,  artillery,  and  riflemen;  todt 
mate  with  the  battalion  of  the  6th  regimeat  of 
infantry.  Provisions  for  seventy-five  days,  witk 
asupplvof  water  for  tliirtv-five  days,shoQMb( 

Sut  on  board  of  each  vessel  for  the  men  on  board. 
ledicine  and  hospital  stores,  camp  kettles.  Ac, 
will  be  forwarded,  with  ammunition  and  tents. 

In  giving  your  orders  for  the  assemblage  of 
the  troops  at  the  dififerent  poiats,  itwillnotbe 
necessary  to  ^ive  any  indications  of  their  ilti- 
mate  destination. 

One  subaltern  of  each  company,  best  qotlified 
for  the  recruiting  service,  should  renuun  at  the 
respective  rendezvous,  with  instructions  to  eoa* 
tinue  that  service  with  all  possible  celerity;  ud 
to  have  their  recruits  assembled  at  the  nrn- 
sons  on  the  seaboards  of  the  respectiye  Atlaotic 
States ;  and  at  Newport,  in  Keniucky,  and  Ma^ 
sac,  from  the  Western  States.  It  may,  howerer. 
be  advisable  to  direct  the  recruits,  enlisted  id  the 
interior  of  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia,  to  assem- 
ble on  the  Western  waters. 

You  will  please  to  take  measures  for  being  it 
New  Orleans  in  season  to  take  command  of  tke 
Army,  in  that  department,  as  early  as  practiei- 
ble ;  and  to  have  such  a  dispositon  of  the  troops, 
in  that  department,  formed,  as  will  most  eSecto* 
ally  enable  you  to  defend  New  Orleans,  wd  iis 
dependencies,  against  any  invading  force. 
'  In  case  of  emergency,  you  are  authorized,  bf 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  to  call  on  the 
Governors  of  the  Orleans  and  Mississippi  Teri- 
tories,  for  such  detachments  of  the  militia  as  ifiif 
be  deemed  necessary.    I  am,  dbc. 

H.  DEARBORN. 


Letter  frofn  the  SecreUiy  of  War  to  General  Jso^ 
Wilkinson. 
War  Department,  AprH  30, 1809. 

Sir:  In  my  letter  of  the  27th  instant, a  coo- 
cern  was  expressed  for  the  health  of  tbe  troopi 
together  with  a  confidence  in  your  eiperieaee. 
knowledge  of  country,  aAd  entire  competeaeT 
and  disposition  to  adopt  every  necessary  meaiw 
respecting  that  very  important  object. 

On  inspecting  the  generaL  instructioos  gtfo 
by  this  Department  2d  December,  1808,  it  «P- 
pears  that  the  troops  were  to  be  assembled  t| 
New  Orleans;  an  apprehension  that  the  letter « 
this  instruction  may  be  construed  to  liiait  toy 
measures  which  your  own  judgment  might  sug- 
gest, respecting  a  change  of  position,  *^<*"^*'.'J! 
to  remove  any  such  obstacle,  if  it  shall  hare  mb 
an  influence. 

By  the  returns  of  the  24th  March,  it  app«P 
that  more  than  one-fourth  part  of  the  troop 
were  sick.  . 

Without  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  the  remoni 
of  the  army  from  New  Orleans,  during  thcsom- 
mer  and  autumnal  months,  is  suggested  bj  erery 
consideration  of  prudence  and  experience. 

If.  therefore,  such  removal  shall  not,  on  receipt 
of  this  letter,  have  been  already  commenced,  !<*<> 
will  be.  pleased  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to 
have  it  effected  immediately. 
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After  leaving  the  necessary  garrison,  consist- 
ing of  old  troops,  at  New  Orleans,  it  will  be  de- 
sirable that  all  the  others  should  be  transported, 
either  to  the  high  ground  in  the  rear  of  Fojt  Ad- 
ams, or  a  part  of  them  in  the  rear  of  Natchez ; 
jierhaps  both  these  stations  should  be  occupied,  a 
division  of  the  troops  being  more  favorable  to 
their  health  than  quartering  the  whole  together, 
in  one  body.  Of  this  you  will  judge.  The  pri- 
mary object  will  be  to  preserve  the  health  and 
lives  of  the  men ;  next,  to  have  them  so  qoar- 
tered  as  will  best  admit  of  a  regular  system  of 
order,  government,  and  discipline,  with  as  much 
economy  as  is  practicable.    I  am,  d^. 

W.  EUSTIS. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  James  Wilkinson  to 
the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

Nbw  ORLBAN0,  May  29,  1809. 

Sib  :  After  mucii  inqniry,  I  have  determined 
on  a  spot  for  the  encampment  of  the  troops.  It 
was  a  difficult  matter,  from  the  localities  of  the 
country,  to  adjust ;  and,  being  an  object  of  pri- 
mary imporunce,  in  relation  to  economy,  disci- 
pline, and  health,  it  has  truly  occupied  all  my 
cares  and  attentions,  and  will,  I  hope,  be  my  ex- 
cuse for  inattention  to  minor  objects* 

Your  predecessor  had  spoken  with  me  respect- 
ing the  site  of  Galvestown,  on  the  Amite  river, 
about  sixty  miles  north  of  this  place,  and  I  pro- 
posed reconnoitering;  but  the  idea  was  no  sooner 
promulgated  than  some  of  the  most  ancient  in- 
habitants called  to  inform  me  that  it  was  the 
mwt  sickly  spot  in  the  whole  Territory,  and  that 
the  Spaniards  actually  abandoned  it  on  that 
account. 

The  advantages  of  this  position  would  have 
been,  public  ground,  public  wood?  and  the  removal 
of  our  recruits  from  the  allurements,  and  sinister 
seductions  of  this  licentious  place.  Its  disad- 
▼antages,  the  proximity  of  the  Spanish  occu- 
pancy, and  its  distance  from  the  most  assailable 
points  of  the  coast.  Its  character,  and  the  preju- 
dices which  prevail  against  it,  I  believe  on  just 
grounds,  are  decisive  on  my  determination ;  and, 
with  the  general  voice  of  the  American  and 
Creole  in  (avor  of  it,  I  have  selected  a  piece  of 
ground  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  below 
this  citv  about  four  leagues,  which  I  nnd  per- 
fectly dry  at  this  moment,  although  the  surface 
of  the  river,  restrained  by  its  dykes,  is,  in  gene- 
ral, three  feet  above  the  level  of  the  country. 
Yon  will  put  your  finder  on  the  spot,  at  the  head 
of  the  English  Turd,  just  where  th*  route  to  the 
settlements  on  the  Terre  au  Bceuf  leaves  the  river. 

The  disadvantages  of  this  position  are.  private 
ground,  private  wood,  and  its  vicinity  to  the  city ; 
the  attractions  of  wnich  will  divert  our  green 
officers>from  due  attention  to  their  profession,  and 
will  expose  them,  as  well  as  the  men,  to  the  arts, 
intrigues,  dissipation,  and  corruption,  of  my  per- 
sonal enemies,  and  the  enemies  of  the  Administra- 
tion and  the  Government,  who  are  as  busy,  under 
the  management  of  Clark  and  his  cabal,  as  fiends 
of  hell,  to  corrupt  and  seduce  men  and  officers 


from  their  duty,  and  to  excite  discontent  and  se- 
dition. But  its  advantages  are,  promised  health, 
the  best  water  of  the  country,  the  accommodation 
and  comforts  of  a  market,  tne  immediate  protec- 
tion of  the  city,  and  the  prompt  defence  of  the 
river  and  the  lakes  a^inst  an  invading  force. 
Under  such  considerations,  and  the  rapid  advance 
of  the  season,  I  could  pause  no  longer,  but  shall 
proceed  to  take  the  position,  and  make  the  ne- 
cessary establishments  for  the  reception  and  safe 
keeping  of  the  stores  and  provisions  necessary  to 
supply  and  support  the  troops,  and  for  the  com- 
fortable lodgement  of  the  sick  and  welL 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  General  James  Wilkinson  to 
the  Beccetary  of  War,  dated, 
Camp,  Terre  au  Bceuf,  June  19, 1809. 

Your  letters,  of  the  90th  Aphl  ^nd  4th  ultimo, 
did  not  reach  New  Orleans  until  the  last  mail, 
the  14th  instant,  though  we  received,  at  the  same 
time,  the- President's  speech. 

I  am  happy  that  I  have  so  far  anticipated  your 
wishes  as  to  have  encamped  the  troops,  thourh  I 
have  not  souffht  the  position  you  recommended : 
nor  should  I  nave  done  so,  while  permitted  to  ex- 
ercise my  discretion,  and  for  the  following  rea- 
sons: The  movement  to  Fort  Adams,  or  to  Natchest, 
must  have  been  made  by  water,  as  the  Spaniards 
will  not  permit  our  passage  tfafoufth  West  Flor- 
ida ;  the  toil,  the  time,  and  exposition  to  the  sun, 
in  asoending  the  river  one  hundred  leagues,  with 
a  corps  of  two  thousand,  would  probably  have 
diseased  nine-tenths  of  the  men,  many  of  whom 
i^ere  in  a  convalescent  state,  and  as  many  sick; 
the  expense  of  transportation  would  have  exceed- 
ed twelve,  or  might  have  reached  twenty  thou- 
sand dollars ;  the  position  is  too  remote  for  the 
seasonable  protection  of  New  Orleans  against  ex- 
ternal attack  or  internal  commotion ;  and,  after 
all,  we  might  have  found  the  upper  country  more 
sickly  than  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  which 
frequently  occnrs.  The  movement  to  this  place, 
on  the  contrary,  was  done  without  incommodatioa 
to  the  well,  or  iniury  to  the  sickj  and  at  no  ex- 
pense, because  the  chalons  which  transported 
them  will  be  employed  in  erecting  the  necessarv 
temporary  buildings,  and  for  flooring  the  men's 
tents.  It  is  impossible  to  decide  whether  we  shall 
have  ft  sickly  or  healthy  season,  but  our  proximity 
to  the  waters  of  the  ocean,  from  which  we  have  a 
breeze,  together  with  appearances,  so  far,  encour- 
age us  to  oelieve  in  the  latter;  for,  although  we 
brought  more  than  five  hundred  sick  and  eonva- 
lescents  to  this  ground,  which  had  been  previously 
occupied  by  five  hundred  and  sixty  men,  from  the 
Ist  instant  we  have  lost  three  men  only,  and  one 
of  these  by  an  apoplexy.  The  morning  reports 
of  the  13th  and  16ih  will  speak  for  our  conva* 
lescence,  but  will  exhibit,  at  the  same  time,  a 
frightful  return  of  sick ;  yet  you  are  to  under- 
stand that  nine-tenths  of  these  are  strongly  con- 
valescent, and  are  returned  sick  by  order,  to  pre- 
vent their  being  detailed  for  the  general  fatigues, 
to  which  we  are  now,  and  shall  be  for  some  time 
to  come,  necessarily  exposed.    Whatever  may 
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be  the  result,  rest  assured,  sir,  that  the  safety  of 
those  who  are  entrusted  to  my  charge  impress 
me  with  an  awful  sense  of  responsibiliiy,  and 
will  occupy  my  first  attentions,  assiduiti«'s,  and 
cares;  and  it  is  a  source  of  pleasor'able  reflection 
to  me,  that  the  aspects  and  iiccotnmodaiidn  of 
the  position  have  prepossessed  every  man  and 
oflScer  in  its  favor.  We  have  a  ^ood  market  of 
yegetables,  mifk,  eggs,  and  fowls,  from  the  settle- 
ments of  Terre  au  Eoeuf,  and  I  shall  make  such 
arrangements  in  the  sutling  department  asentirely 
ro  exclude  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  which  have 
been  the  bane  of  the  service,  and  nas  destroyed 
more  men  than  every  other  cause.  I  shall,  at  the 
aame  time,  encoota^e  the  use  of  nMlt  liquors,  and 
small  red  wines,  which  may  be  liad  almost  as 
cheap  as  whiskey. 

As  the  troops  mint  not  return  to  New  Orleans, 
one  hundred  aud  fifty  men  being  sufficient  for  the 
l^rrison  of  that  place,  it  would  appear  as  a  ne 
cessary  consequence,  that  we  roust  erect  a  can 
tonment  somewhere,  of  which  1  caonot  be  too 
early  advised,  whether  it  be  here,  or  at  Nat6hez, 
If  herej  the  proprietor  will  sell  a  site  to  the  Grov- 
ernment ;  or,  he  will  give  the  use  of  the  ground, 
with  pasturage  enclosures  for  our  horses  and  cat- 
tle, and  firewood  the  y^r  round,  for  two  tboo- 
aand  men,  at  five  hundred  dollars  per  month  ;  ami 
I  do  not  believe  better  terms  could  be  bad  in  the 
Mississippi  Territory.  Our  wood  would  cost,  in 
New  Orleans,  one  thousand  one  hundred  dollars 
per  month  in  summer,  and  three  thousand  iije 
hundred  dollars  in  winter.  Should  our  force  be 
kept  up,  and  ibis  place  be  fixed  on,  the  huts  can 
be  put  up  by  the  men  in  a  short  period,  and  at  a 
trifling  expense,  and  the  circunistance  of  receiv- 
ing our  subsistence  on  the  river  instead  of  the 
interior  of  the  upper  country,  will  save  twa  cents 
per  ration. 

I  submit  these  observations  to  you  for  your  con- 
sideration, as  is  my  duty,  to  aid  your  judgment, 
and  shall  be  ready  to  execute  the  Presidential 
wilL 


fixtract  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War  to  Gen- 
eral James  Wilkinson,  dated 

War  Dbparthgnt.  June  2S^,  1809. 

Btmg  unable  to  perceive  any  advantages  iu 
the  position  which  you  have  selected  for  an  en- 
campment, as  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  29th 
May,  which  give  it  preference  over  the  hiffh 
grounds  in  the  rear  of  Fort  Adiims,  or  its  vicin- 
ity, to  which  my  letter  of  the  aOih  April  directed, 
conditionally,  the  removal  of  the  troops,  I  am 
left  to  presume,  either  that  my  letter  has  no» 
been  received,  or  that  some  causes  unknown  to 
me,  and  reconcileable  with  the  objects  stated  in 
that  letter,  have  governed  your  decision. 

Oo  receiving  this  letter,  you  will  be  pleased 
immediately  to  embark  all  the  troops,  leaving  a 
aufficient  garrison  of  old  troops  at  New  Orleans 
and  Fort  St.  Philip,  and  proceed  with  them  to 
the  high  ground  in  the  rear  of  Forr  AdiEims,  and 
(to  the  high  ground  to  the  rear  of  Natchez,  (the 
public  ground})  and  form  encampments,  dividing 


them  equally,  or  in  such  proportion  between  the 
two  places,  as  your  own  judgment  shall  direct 
The  enclosed  copy  of  an  order  from  the  Narj 
Department  will  present  to  you  the  mesoi  of 
transportation.  The  movement  of  the  troops 
will  be  committed  entirely  to  your  direction. 

W.  EUSTIS. 


Navy  Department,  Jvne  22, 1809. 
.Sir  :  The  Secretary  of  War  having  madeip- 
plication  for  the  use  of  the  ffunboais  under  yov 
command,  for  the  purpose  ofrempviDgthetroofi 
under  the  command  of  Creneral  Wilkinson  op 
the  Mississippi,  you  may  retain  as  roaofofthe 
boats  as  you  may  think  absolutely  necessary  at 
your  present  station,  and  detach  the  remtiDdei 
of  them  on  this  service,  which  I  contemplate  to 
be  simply  of  the  transport  kind.  The  boats  to 
detached  are  to  continue  on  that  service  ontit  the 
removal  of  the  troops  shall  bare  been  coi&pleted, 
unless  contingencies  shall  arise  which  may  re- 
quire their  being  recalled  previously,*  of  wbidi 
you  are  to  jud^.  You  are,  yourself,  to  remtia, 
during  this  service,  at  your  station ;  and  tke  boats 
having  returned,  you  will  beat  liberty  to  araii 
yourself  of  the  permission  already  forwardedyoi, 
"  to  cdme  to  the  Atlantic  Slates.*'  You  will  it- 
culcate  ott  the  o£Scers  commaiidiog  this  detach- 
ment, the  necessity  of  harmonizing  witb  tbe 
military  in  every  matter  necessary  to  tbe  id«| 
speedy  attainment  of  the  object  intended  lobe 
effected. 

Respectfully  yours, 

PAUL  HAMILTON. 

Capt.  D.  PoETiB,  New  Orleam. 

Extracts  of  a  letter  from  General  James  Wilkiofoo  to 
the  ascrcUry  of  War,  dated, 
Camp,  TERgE  ao  Bceup,  Vm/^  23, 1809. 

Sir  :  Your  duplicate  of  the  22d  ultimo, reacbcd 
New  Orleans  by  the  last  mail,  on  the  19tb,  aod 
came  to  rny  hands  on  the  night  of  the  20ib,  it 
10  o'clock  P.  M. ;  the  original  has  not  yctamrei 

The  peremptory  tenor  of  your  order  for  ibere 
moval  of  the  troops  has  relieved  me  from  an  op- 
pressive load  Ot  responsibility,  and  I  bare  m 
not  a  moment  in  entering  on  the  execotion.  No- 
thing on  m^  part  shall  be  wanting  to  effect  w 
transition,  in  the  manner  the  most  farorable  and 
least  afflicting  to  the  troops;  though,  as  it  is  u** 
possible  to  control  the  effecu  of  the  climate,  i 
fear  it  will  be  in  vain  for  w  to  fly  from  ,discw<?[ 
this  region  witb  our  unseasonea  recruits :  tor n 
occurs  to  me,  that,  when  we  took  posse?sioo  • 
the  present  healthful  site  at  Columbia  Spnog$i 
near  Fort  Adams,  we  had  two  hundred  aod  forir 
six  men  down  at  one  time,  out  of  about  five  &»•• 

^'^^'  •'    hndr 

I  am  undetermined  whether  to  move  inatKWj 

or  by  detachment,  but  shall  pursue  that  co«ff| 

which  promises  the  greatest  expedition.   n«w 

delay  on  the  part  of  the  gunboats,  becaase  I  mow 

from  experience  the  gentlemen  of  the  N^vyabhof 

the  idea  of  converting  their  vessels  of  ^^^^  . 

transports  j  and,  from  the  report  of  Lieateaw* 
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Carroll,  it  vouid  appear  that  tweDty<^OQr  gUD- 
bbats,  the  number  od  this  station,  would  not  carrf 
ibore  than  nine  hundred  and  sixty  men,  little 
more  than  half  our  force.  I  hav^  however  a 
remedy  for  this  diffictiiity,  and  if  the  gunboats 
are  furnished,  shall  leave  behind  none  but  those 
who  are  too  ill  to  be  removed. 

You  will  discover  from  my  letter,  of  the  18th 
ultimo,  the  causes  which  opposed  our  ascei^t  of 
the  river ;  the  employ  of  the  gunboats  removes 
the  expense,  and  the  labor  of  the  sailors  will  save 
that  of  the  troops,  but  the  tardiness  of  the  move- 
ment, and  the  heat  of  the  sun  in  dog-days,  must 
endanger  our  health. 

I  am  so  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  economy, 
that  I  tremble  at  the  idea  of  putting  my  name  to 
paper  for  anything;,  but  m^  obligations  to  the 
service  leave  me  no  alternative.  You  shall  not, 
however,  have  cause  of  complaint  from  my  ad- 
ministration. 

This  establishment  has  cost  something;  but 
that  cost  will  bear  a  comj>arison  with  antecedent 
expenses,  and  our  camp,  with  the  pecessary  ac- 
-commodations,  is  nearly  completed ;  after  which 
-^e  should  not  have  cost  the  public  more  than  six 
or  eight  hundred  dollars  per  month,  the  year  round, 
for  every  incidental  expense,  wood,  pasturage, 
ajid  quarters,  included. 

Under  all  circumstances,  I  must  firanldv  say, 
that,  was  my  discretion  permitted,  I  should  stay 
here  and  hazard  the  consequences ;  but,  as  there 
would  be  hazard,  I  am  glad  of  your  order  to  move, 
not  only  as  it  lessens,  my.  responsibility,  but  be- 
cause the  change  of  place  may  prove  salutary  to 
our  men.  In  au  events,  you  may  depend  on  what- 
ever my  judgment,  experience,  personal  exposi- 
tion^ and  attention,  can  effect. 

A  No.  3. 
Camp,  Tebrb  au  Bcbuf,  Aug.  19, 1807. 

Sib:  I  hai^c(  not  received  the  ^rip  of  a  pen 
Irom  you  since  the  30th  of  June,  but  am  progress- 
ing rapidly  in  my  arrangements  for  movins  tne 
troops,  an  object  near  my  heart,  and  wl^ioh  oc- 
cupies all  my  attentions. 

Our  prospects  from  the  gunboats  are  bad  in- 
deed ;  not  one  of  them  has,  as  yet.  been  reported 
to  me  in  readiness  to  commence  the  voyage,  and 
the  preparation  is  a  difficult  one,  owing  to  the 
general  sickness  of  their  crews,  and  the  imprac- 
ticability of  shipping  men ;  h^t  I  have  ordered 
•certain  condemned  barges  from  Fort  Adaois, 
which  have  been.lyio^  there  since  1807,  and  are 
Qow  repairing,  and  equipping  them,  at  th^  expense 
of  a  few  nails  and  a  small  quaptity  of  oakum  and 
tar  for  the  voyage.  To  these  I  shall  add,  if  the 
gunboaUi  £^11  me,  three  or  four  hixed  barges  to  take 
a  full  company  each.  And  with  this  transport, 
I  4|ope  I  may,  by  marching  the  well,  be  able  to 
ipove  every  man  from  hence  whose  health  may 
permit,  and  that  I  shall  make  good  luy  landing 
at  Ni^tchez,  or  in  that  vicinity,  in  tweni)r  days 
after  we  get  under  way.  Th6  operi^^ion  is  a  ia- 
l>oriot^$  ooe,  and  somewhat  hazardous;  but  you 
may  rest  assured  thi^t  iprh|a)Bv^  zeal,  ac^nty,  i^ad 


attention,  can  accompliaih,  abalt  bedpae  oaaif 
part. 

Qur  sick  have  increased  considerably ;  but  our 
maladies  are  confined-  almost  universally  to  the 
fever  and  ague.  Nearly  all  the  officers  have  had 
it,  but  we  ^ve  not  lost  one,  nor  do  I  expect  we 
shall. 

,  Among  the  thousand  difficulties  I  have  had  to. 
combat,  that  of  the  department  of  provisions  i^ 
not  the  least  consideraible.  The  clamors  of  the 
troops  have  been  loud  and  just,  and  I  have  not 
been  able  to  remedy  their  complaints.  I  have 
offered  as  hiffh  as  a  hundred  dollars  for  a  small 
cow,  without  effect ;  and  the  flour,  generally,  in 
New  Orleans,  from  some  unknown  cause,  hajs, 
this  season  been  affected  hy  the  climate  immer 
diately  after  landing.  But,  in  consequence  of 
the  utter  failure  of  the  pontraotor  to  furnish  bread 
or  flour  to  the  troops,  /or  two  or  (heee  4a ya  aqc- 
cessively,  I  yesterday  ordered  a  purchase,  on  any 
terms,  of  one  hundred  barrels,  which  arrived  this 
morning,  but  has  been  refVised  by  the  contractor's 
agent,  who  got  down  a  few  barrels  the  last  night, 
and,  of  consequence,  I  am  compelled  toord^  the 
issue  to  be  o^de  by  the  brigade  quartermaster, 
for  account  of  the  contractor,  which  adda  to  9iy 
pains  and  perplexities. 

Were  the  contractor,  here,  from  m^r  knof^l- 
edge  of  his  character,  I  know  these  difficujtijea 
would  not  occur;  but  unfortunately  his  busi- 
ness is  confided  to  a  young^  man  without  knpwi- 
edge  or  experien<^e,  aad  appftrently  ojf  an  oMi? 
nate,  pervert  disposition.  I  wish,  indeed,  that 
he  may  not  oblige  me  to  tal&e  t^e  whole  ba9iiM34a 
oqt  of  his  hancis,  and  appoint  a  cpoMnisaary  to 
purchase  and  supply ;  but  in  the  last  extremity 
only  shall  I  resort  to  this  st^p. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  whole  country  are  ii9W 
down  witli  the  prevailing  disease  of  the  oampr— 
a  thing  w;hich,  according  to  thenot,  has  neyer  be^ 
fore  occurred ;  and  the  town  ia  afflicted  by  biUou^ 
affections- 

I  am  alarmed  for^qr  inedical  and  hospital  ex- 
penses; but  I  do  not  understand  that  a  particle 
of  either  has  yet  arrived  for  the  new  levies,  andt 
of  course,  I  have  no  alternative  but  to  submit  t9. 
the  requisitiopsof  thesuigeons;  we  shall  not,  how- 
ever, press  your  appropriations  for  thu^  depiMt- 
ment,  although  tbe  consumption  of  five  or  fij; 
hundred  sick  must  be  considerable. 

With  perfect  respect,  dtc 

JAMES  WILKINSON. 

Hon.  W.  fiuBTis,  Sec,  of  War. 


City  op  WAeaiiioToif , 
Pay  Office,  AprillO,  ^;L0. 
Sib:  In  compliance  with  the  requisition  which 
you  have  communicated  to  me,  as  made  to  you 
by  the  committee  of  Congress,  '^whether  the 
paymaster  of  the  detachment  of  the  Army  of  the 
doited  Slates,  ordered  for  the  defence  of  Orleana, 
had  in  his  hands  the  funds  necessary  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  troops,"  I  have  the  honor  to  state  tha^ 
frpqi  the  bjBst  estimate  I  cquld  forp^)  ^^9  9il>9  <» 
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$^0,000  appeared  sufficient  fur  that  object,  for  the 
year  1809;  and  that  Lieutenant  Simeon  Knight, 
the  district  paymaster  in  that  quarter,  was  fur- 
nished With  $100,000  in  the  early  part  of  that 
year,  on  his  bills  in  favor  of  the  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys  at  Orleans )  that  $100,000  were  re- 
mitted him  in  July  last,  and  received  by  him 
before  the  7th  of  August;  and  he  was,  moreover, 
authorized,  on  the  14th  of  June  last,  to  draw 
on  me  for  850.000— $40,000  of  which  he  has  since 
drawn  for,  which,  I  presume,  he  considered  as 
sufficient  to  pay  the  troops  in  his  district,  to 
the  21st  of  DecembeV  last . 

In  adition  to  the  foregoing,  he  has  authority  to 
draw  for  $60,000,  to  commence  the  payment  of 
the  troops  for  the  present  year. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &.e. 

R.  BRENT,  Paymaster,  U.  S,  A. 

Hon.  Wm.  Eustis,  Sec.  of  War. 


v^War  Dbpartmbnt,  April  4, 1810. 

Sir  :  In  addition  to  the  information  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  communicate,  in  person,  to  the 
committee,  relative  to  the  3d  head  ol  inquiry,  Con- 
tained in  your  letter  of  th€  19th  of  February,  viz : 
"Whether  the  detachment,  during  the  encamp- 
ment at  Terre  au  Bceuf  sulSered;  in  any  respect, 
for  the  want  of  regular  and  necessary  supplies  ?" 
I  have  the  honor  to  state,  that  it  appears,  from 
the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  General, 
dated  August  19, 1809,  that  much  dissatisfaction 
existed  in  respect  to  the  quality  of  the  provisions 
furnished  by  the  contractor;  that  the  supply  was 
not  at  M  times  regular,  and  that  the  difficulty  of 
procuring  fresh  meat  was  almost  insurmountable. 

These  representations  have  been  corroborated 
fVom  other  sources  of  inielliffence.  By  the  ^d 
article  of  the  contract  for  supd  ving  provisions  to 
the  troops,  it  is  provided :  *^Tnat  it  shall  be  in 
the  option  of  the  general,  or  officer  commanding 
an  army  or  a  great  military  district,  to  direct 
when,  and  how  often,  fresh  or  salted  meat  shall 
be  issued,  by  general  orders,  to  be  promulgated  a 
reasonable  time  before  that  issue  is  to  commence." 

By  the  4th  article,  "whenever,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  commanding  officer,  the  provisions  offered 
to  be  issued  are  unsound,  unfit  for  use,  or  of  an  un- 
merchantable quality,  a  survey  shall  be  held  there- 
on by  two  disinterested  persons,  one  to  be  chosen 
by  the  commanding  officer,  and  the  other  by  the 
contractor^  or  his  agent ;  and,  in  case  of  disagree- 
ment, a  third  nersoo  to  be  chosen  by  mutual  con- 
sent, who  shall  have  power  to  condemn  such  part 
of  the  provisions  as  to  them  may  apptor  unfit  for 
use."  If  the  contractor  or  his  agent  fail  or  ne- 
glect to  appoint  a  person  to  inspect  the  provisions, 
after  reasonable  notice  in  writing,  the  com  man d- 
in|^  officer  may  appoint  such  persons  as  he  may 
think  proper. 

The  5th  article  authorizes  the  commanding 
|^neral,"in  case  of  absolute  failure  or  deficiency 
in  the  quantity  of  provisions,  contracted  to  be  de- 
livered and  issuea,"  to  supply  the  deficiency  by 
purchase,  at  the  risk  of  the  contractor.    The 


power  conferred  by  the  last  article  was,  in  one 
instance,  exercised ;  that  ihose  granted  by  the4tli 
and  5th  articles  were  not  exercised,  can  beie- 
counted  for  by  this  department^  on  the  presump- 
tion only,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  GeDeral,tlie 
country  could  not  furnish  the  supplies. 

Complaints  have  also  been  made  of  e  want  of 
medicine  and  hospital  stores.  It  appears  from 
the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Linoird, 
military  agent  at  Philadelphia,  of  the  31st  ultimo, 
that  a  stock  of  medical  and  hospital  stores,  foe 
two  thousand  men,  for  three  months,  which  were 
ordered  for  New  Orleans  by  this  department.  i& 
December,  1808,  arrived  at  their  place  of  desiini- 
tion  on  the  5th  of  April  following,  (at  this  period 
the  whole  of  the  additional  force  bad  not  reach- 
ed that  place;)  and  that  the  brig  North  Stir. 
which  transported  the  clothing  and  the  anDOtl 
supply  of  medicine  and  hospital  stores,  for  the 
new  troops  on  that  station,  arrived  on  or  aboot 
the  22d  of  August  last. 

In  addition  to  these  supplies  it  appears,  from 
the  accounts  of  the  military  agent  at  New  Orieios, 
rendered  to  the  accountant  of  this  departoieo^ 
that,  between  the  months  of  March,  1809,  aoa 
January,  1810,  medical  and  hospital  stores,  aid 
other  articles  for  the  use  of  the  sick,  were  par- 
chased,  and  paid  for  to  the  amount  of  (11,800. 
When  to  this  it  is  added,  that  the  agent  wtsu 
all  times  subject  to  the  order  of  the  commaodiflg 
officer,  and  bound  to  comply  with  bis  requisitioas 
for  all  articles  necessary,  in  his  opinion,  for  the 
health  and  accommodation  of  the  troops,  the 
causes  of  any  alleged  deficiencies  are  inexpli- 
cable by  this  depiartment. 

With  perfect  consideration.  ^. 

w.  Eusm 

Hon.  Tho.  Newtoit,  Okmrman,  fc 

L  No.  1. 
War  Department,  Dec.  23, 1906. 

Sir:  -On  account  of  the  troops  it  will  be  nropff 
for  you  to  procure,  and  deliver,  on  the  orders « 
the  commanding  officer,  such  articles  as  he  nif 
deem  necessary  for  the  public  service. 

You  will,  at  all  times,  charge  all  articles  lo 
delivered  to  the  proper  head  of  expenditure;  aid 
to  prevent  any  mistakes  in  your  accounts,  wbei 
the  orders  to  you  are  not  so  explicit  as  to  enaWe 
you  to  decide  under  what  head  the  article  shooM 
be  charged  J  you  will  request  the  commandiaj 
officer  to  give  you  such  information  as  the  case 
may  require.  You  will  advance  no  money  a* 
cept  for  articles  actually  received,  or  forserriee 
performed.  The  expenditures  should  be  as  eeor 
omical  as  the  good  of  the  service  will  pwjj- 
.No  articles  will,  I  trust,  be  required  of  yoaw' 
such  as  the  nature  and  good  of  the  service  ac- 
tually demand ;  such  as  workmen,  and  materia^ 
for  fortifications  for  quarters ;  transporUtion  aa* 
other  articles  for  barracks  or  camp,  will  he  <*^ 
from  this  quarter  to  your  care,  as  well  as  caaaaft 
and  ammunition.    I  am,  dbc.  „^, 

H.  DEARBORN. 

A.  D.  AbSabamb,  New  Organs, 
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L  No.  2. 
War  Department,  May  4, 1809. 

Sir:  A.  D.  Abrahams,  Esq.  military  agent  for 
the  Soathern  departmeDt,  being  solioitoas  to  re- 
linquish that  office,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  has  appointed  you  to  succeed  him;  and, 
should  the  Senate,  at  their  next  session,  advise 
and  consent  to  said  appointment,  you  will  be 
commissioned  accordingly. 

Your  office,  as.  military  agent,  is  considered  as 
a  substitute  for  what  has  generally  been  called 
a  deputy  quartermaster  general;  and  your  de- 
partment includes  all  the  military  posts  within 
the  Territory  of  Orleans,  and  in  that  part  of  the 
Mississippi  Territory  lying  south  of  the  22d  de- 

See  of  nortb  latitude,  including  all  those  on  the 
obile  and  its  waters. 

Before  you  enter  on  the  dutier^f  your  agency, 
you  will  execute  the  enclosed  bond,  with  two 
or  more  sufficient  securities,  and  will  take  and 
subscribe  the  oath  of  office,  and  the  oath  pre- 
scribed by  the  act,  entitled  *'An  act  fixing  the 
Military  Peace  Establishment."  As  soon  as  the 
bond  is  duly  executed,  you  will  forward  it,  with 
the  oaths,  to  this  department. 

You  will  consider  the  assistant  military  agents, 
«nd  the  quartermasters,  whether  brigade  or  regi- 
mental, within  your  department,  as  under  your 
direction  ;  you  will  furnish  them  with  funds,  for 
which  they  will  be  accountable  tp  you.  They 
will  correspond  with,  and  make  regular  returns 
to  you  of  all  articles  received  by  them,  with 
proper  Touchers  for  all  deliveries  and  expendi- 
tures/ They  are  not  to  make  any  purchases  or  ex- 
penditures, excepting  what  shall  be  absolutely 
neqessary^  without  your  particular  direction. 

You  will  receive  herewith  a  copy  of  the  rules 
and  article:)  of  war  for  your  government ;  and  of 
the  regulations  of  this  department;  to  which,  as 
far  as  they  reeard  your  duties,  and  are  not  ipcon- 
sistent  with  tnese  instructions,  you  will,  in  all 
respects,  conform. 

You  will,  with  promptness,  and  in  the.  most 
safe  and  economical  manner,  cause  all  military, 
medical,  and  hospital  stores,  and  all  goods  for 
Indians,  which  you  may  receive  for  transport- 
ation, to  be  forwarded  to  their  respective  desti- 
nations. 

You  will  procure,  and  deliver,  on  the  order  of 
the  commanding  officer  in  your  department,  such 
articles  as  be  may  deem  necessary  for  the  public 
service.  You  will,  at  alt  times,  charge  all  ar- 
ticles so  delivered  to  the  proper  head  of  expendi- 
tares ;  and  to  prevent  any  mistakes  in  your  ac- 
counts, when  the  orders  to  yon  are  not  so  explicit 
as  to  enable  you  to  decide  under  what  head  the 
articles  should  be  charged,  you  will  request  the 
commanding  officer  to  give  you  such  explanation 
at  the  case  may  require.  You  will  advance  no 
money  except  as  before  directed,  or  for  articles 
actually  received,  or  for  services  performed.  The 
expenditures  should  be  as  economical  as  the  good 
of  the  service  will  permit.  No  article,  it  is  pre- 
sumed, win  be  required  of  ^ou,  but  such  as  the 
nature  and  good  of  the  service  actually  demand. 


Should  it  happen,  however,  at  any  time,  that  de- 
mands are  made  upon  you  to  a  large  amount^ 
the  propriety  of  comnlying  with  which  you  may 
doubt,  and  where  delay  may  not,  in  your  judg- 
ment, prove  injurious  to  the  public  interest,  you 
are  to  consult  this  Department. 

If  Mr.  Cox,  the  Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies, 
shall  request  you  to  purchase  any  articles  which 
may  be  procured  in  your  vicinity,  at  less  expense 
than  at  Philadelphia,  you  will  please  to  make 
such  purchases,  hefarnishing  you  with  the  money. 

In  addition  to  the  duties'  of  military  agent,  you 
will  procure  such  materials,  and  hire  such  labor- 
ers and  mechanics,  as  may  be  required  of  you  by 
the  engineer,  for  erecting,  completing,  and  repair- 
ing such  works  as  have,  or  may  be  orderea  for 
the  defence  and  protection  of  New  Orleans  and 
its  vicinity.  Your  accounts,  for  expenditures 
iinder  this  head,  you  will  keep  ib  conformity 
with  the  enclosed  instruction  fVom  the  accountant 
of  this  department. 

You  will  be  allowed  one  clerk  for  your  office 
of  military  agent,  at  the  rate  of  $750  per  annum. 

For  your  services,  as  accent  for  fortifications, 
you  will  receive  a  reasonable  commission  on  the 
moneys  necessarily  expended  in  the  performance 
of  its  duties. 

You  will,  from  time  to  time,  seasonably  trans- 
mit to  this  department  estimates  of  the  moneys 
that  may  be  required  to  meet  the  expenditures  in 
your  agencies  ;  on  the  recept  of  which  the  requi- 
site funds  will  b«  ordered  to  your  credit  in  the 
office  of  discount  and  deposite  at  New  Orleans. 

Should  you  accept  of  the  military  agency  for 
the  Southern  department^  you  will  please  to  pro- 
ceed to  New  Orleans  without  delay,  and  there 
take;  upon  yourself  the  duties  of  your  appointment. 
Major  Pike,  the  acting  military  agent,  is  instruct- 
ed; by  the  enclosed  letter,  to  deuver  to  you  all 
the  public  papers,  documents,  and  property,  in 
his  possession^  and  to  pay  over  to  you  the  balance 
of  public  moneys  remaining  in  his  hands,  which 
you  will  please  to  receive,  giving  him  your  du- 
plicate receipts  for  the  same^    I  am^  &,e 

W.  EtJSTIS. 

A.  McCuLLOCB,  Esq.  • 


L  No.  3. 

War  Department,  April  16, 1810. 

Sir  :  In  compliance  with  your  request,  made 
this  morning,  I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  trans- 
mit No.  1,  a  copy  of  the  instructions  given  to  Mr. 
A.  D.  Abrahams,  military  agent  at  New  Orleans, 
dated  December  12, 1808. 

On  the  resignation  of  Mr.  Abrahams.  Mr.  An- 
drew McCulloch  was  appointed  to  succeed  him, 
under  instructions,  a  copy  of  which.  No.  2,  is 
herewith  enclosed,  bearing  date  May  4  1809. 
Mr.  McCulloch  died  in  a  ^w  days  after  his  arri- 
val, on  which  Major  Zebqlon  M.  Pike,  of  the  6th 
regiment,  was  appointed  by  General  Wilkinson 
as  successor  to  Mr.  McCulloch,  and  continued  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  that  office,  under  the  in- 
suuctions  given  to -Mr.  McCulloch,  until  after 
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the  removal  of  the  troops  from  the  eQcam|»ineat 
at  Terre  au  Boeuf. 

Representation  being  made  by  the  accountant 
of  this  department,  that  many  articles  in  the  ac- 
counts rendered  by  Mr.  A.  D.  Abrahams,  the  mili- 
tary agentj  were  charged  at  extravagant  prices, 
the  necessity  of  some  of  which  did  not  appear^ 
find  the  prices  of  others  being  exorbitant,  the  mili- 
tary agent  was  informed,  on  the  10th  of  Auj^ust 
last,  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  comply  with 
such  requisitioDs  in  future.  This  is  the  onlv 
limitation  of  the  instructions  before  mentioned, 
which  has  beeo  made  by  this  department. 

It  appears,  from  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Mc- 
CuHoch,  that  he  was  required  to  render,  from 
time  to  time,  to  this  department^  estimates  of  the 
probably  expenditures  m  his  agency ;  on  the  re- 
ceipt of  which,  moneys  were  to  be  ordered  to  his; 
credit  in  the  office  of  discount  and'deposite  at 
New  Orleans.  In  practice,  this  arrangement  was 
found  inconvenient^  and  not  calculated  to  meet 
occurrin§[  emergencies.  Tliemilitary  agent  there- 
fore continued  to  draw  bills  on  this  departqaent, 
which  were  regularly  paid  on  being  presented. 

The  enclosed,  statement  will  exhibit  their 
amount  for  the  year  1809. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  dl^c. 

W.  EUSTIS, 

Hon.  Tho.  Newton,  Chairman  ^c. 


LNo.4. 
War  Department, 
AccoufUanfg  Office^  April  16,  1810. 

Amount  of  disbursements  in  the  quartermaster's, 
and  medical  and  hosj^ital  departments,  made 
by  A.  D.  Abrahams,  military  agent^on  account 
of  that  part  of  the  Army  stationed  at  Orleans 
and  in  its  vicinity,  between  the  1st  of  January 
and  the  20th  of  July,  1809,  including  payments 
made  for  the  charter  of  a  part  of  the  vessels 
employed  to  transport  the  troops  to 
that  place $55,188  43 

Estimate  of  disbursements,  made  by 
Major  Pike,  on  same  account,  from 
the  21st  July,  to  31st  of  December, 
1809 -        -  ^,474  73 


$82,663  16 
Note. — The  above  sums  embrace  no  part  of 
the  expenditures  made  on  account  of  the  fortifi- 
cations erecting  at  Orleans. 

WM.  SIMMONS. 


L  No.  5. 
Amount  of  disbursements  made  by  A.  D.  Abrahams, 
Militarv  Agent  at  New  Orleans,  in  the  medical  and 
hospital  department,  between  the  Ist  of  April  and 
t»d  of  July,  1809. 

In  April,  for  135  dollars  and  68  cents'  worth  of 
medicine ;  for  14  bed  sacks,  at  aix  dpUars  each ; 
7  pair  of  blankets,  at  5  dollars  each;  2  water 
buckets,  at  5  dollars  each ;  22  pair  of  sheets,  at 
5^  dollars  each;  and  other  articles;  amount- 
ing together  to      -       -       -       .     $517  93 


In  May, for  60  sheets,  at  6.doUar8  each ; 
95  musouito  bars,  at  4^  and  7  dol- 
lars each  ;  a  bathing  tub,  at  12  dol- 
lars ;  16  dossen  fowls,  at  7^  dollars 
per  dozen ;  44  dozen  eggs,  at  31^ 
cents  per  dozen ;  a  pigeon,  at  2  dol« 
lars;  and  sundry  small  articlea; 
amounting  together  to  -  *  -  1,435  ik 
And  also  20  bunks  aiftS^  each. 

In  June,  for  6  barrels  of  Imlian  meal, 
at  3^  dollars  each ;  21  lbs.  tea,  at  l| 
dollars  each  ;  1  dozen  towels,  15  dol-  , 
lars ;  4  foot  mats,  atB  dollars  and  50 
cents  each  ;  2  dozen  port  wine,  at  12 
dollars  each  ;  -3  dozen  porter^  at  4| 
doUara  each  ;  5  gallons  Madeira 
wine,  5  dollars  each ;  30  gallons 
Sherry  wine,  at  2  and  2^^  dollars 
each  ;  11  dozen  fowls,  at  74  ddlars 
each ;  66  dozen  eggs,  at  3l)  cents ; 
32  gallons  milk,  at  56  cents  each; 
molasses,  vinegar,  sugar,  coffee, and 
sundry  snoAll  af  tides,  washing  for 
the  hospital,  dbc.  amountinir  togeth- 
erto       .       -       -        -/^  7     .       666^ 

In  July,  for  services  of  a  norse ;  for 
washing ;  for  9  dozen  porter,  at  5 
dollars ;  14  dozen  /owls,  at  7  dollars 
per  dozen ;  60  .dozen  eggs,  at  37^ 
,  cents ;  60 gallons  milk,  at  56  cents; 
molasses*,  sugar,  rice,  butter,  obffee, 
glauber  salts,  a  large  syringe, Jalap, 
amimonial  wine,  and  sundry  small 
articles ;  amounting  together  to     -      579  SI 

93^  » 


L  No.  6. 

Abstract  of  disbursements  made  by  Muoi  Z.  ^ 
Pike,  acting  Military  Agent,  in  the  Medidl  m 
Uofl|utal  Department,  between  t —  September  ta^ 
2l8t  December,  1809. 

Payments  made  to  the  30th  of  Septem()er,  1809 
tor  1,136  dollars  and  '41  cents  worth  of  medi- 
cine, purchased  between  the  1st  of  April  m 
30lh  of  September,  1809;  for  605  lbs.  of  mot- 
ton,  purchased  in  July  and  August,  1809,  at 
18|  cts.  per  lb. ;  for  washing  in  September;  for 
100  lbs.  mutton  in  September;  for  yegett* 
bles,  sugar,  milk,  salt,  coffee,  hay^  and  other 
small  articles  in  September,  amaunuogtogethtf 
to   .        -        ....        .       -  $1,497  88 

Payments  in  October,  for  1,000  dollars 
worth  of  medicine,  furnished  in 
July,  August,  and  September;  for 
sheep,  at  lour  dollars ;  tor  calves,  at 
nine  dollars;  for  wood,  vegeta- 
bles, every  kind  of  groceries,  milk, 
egg,  fowls,  meat,  butter,  lard,  crack- 
ers, hay,  and  a  great  variety  of 
small  articles,  between  July  and  the 
31st  of  October,  1809,  corresponding 
in  price  with  the  purchases  of  Mr.  -, 

Abrahains,  and  amounting  to        -    *i^  * 
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Pa]r meats  in  ^ov«rober,  for  138  dol- 
lars' worth  of  medicioe;  for  wash- 
iag ;  for  m«at,  veg^bles,  and  gro- 
ceries  of  all  k^nds,  ainouotiog  toge- 
ther to 964  98 

Piky  meDts  io  Deeember,  for  services  of 

nurses  abd  attendants;  for  105  dol- 

,  lars  and  95  cents  worth  of  medicine; 

and    for   a    variety    of  groceries, 

amounting  together  to   -       -       -       72^  60 


$8,721  11 


L  No.  7. 


Item  of  articlMy  with  their  pnces,  whkh  a|q»emred  ob- 
jectkmable  in  the  acoount  of  the  Milttaiy  Agent  at 
New  Orleans. 

May— 16  do2en  fowls,  si?Ten  dollars  and  50  cents 
perdozen-        -"       -        -       -        -$120  00 

44  dozen  eggs,  31^  cents  per  tiozea        -    13  75 

June — 1  dozen  towels  -        -        -    15  00 

4  foot  mats,  3  dollars  and  50  cents  each    14  00 

2  dozen  port  wine,  12  dollars  per  dozen    24  00 

3  do.    porter,  4  dollars  and  50  cents 

per  dozen  -        -       --        -        -13  50 

5  gallons  Madeira  wine,  5  dollars  per 
gallon         -       -       -       -        -       -    25  00 

11  dozen  ^owls,  7  dollars  and^  50  cents 

per  dozen  -        .       .       -       .        •    82  10 
66  dozen  eggs,  31^  cents  per  dozen        -    20  62^ 
July-T-9dt^n  porter,  5  dollars  per  4pzett    45  00 
14  dozen  fowls,  7  dollars  per  dozen        -    98  00 
60    do.    eg^,  37^  cents  per  dozen        -    22  50 

MNo*l. 

Extract  of  a  letter ,  from  William  Linnard,  Esquire, 
Militaiy  Agent,  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  dated 

PHILADELPBUi  ^OTCh  31.  181Q. 

Sir  :    *•  Ypur  favor  of  the  28th  inst.  has  been 
received.    In  answer  to  your  inquiries,  I  have 

^       the  hono;  to  state,  that  the  medicine  and  hospital 

^       stores,  shipped  on  bdard  the  schooner. Hillman, 

^  -were  those  ordered  on  the  26tb  of  December, 
1808;  three  months' stock  for  2,000  men.     The 

'^  schooner  sailed  from  Philadelphia,  the  7th  of 
January,  1809.    The  dav  she  sailed,  the  frost  set 

'  in  extremely  severe,  and  so  much  ice  was  made 
in  the  course  of  the  night,  the  captain  was  oblig- 
ed  to  make  a  harbor,  where  she  remained  all 

V  Tvlnter;  she  sailed  again  on  the  6th  of  March, 
and  arrived  at  New  Orleans  the  5th  of  April,  ana 

>      delivered  the  stores  the  7th  and  8th. 

*•  The  brig  North  Star  sailed  from  Philadel- 

y  phia  theOih  of  July,  1809,  had  a  long  passage, 
arrived  at  New  Orleans  about  the  22d  of  August, 
and  delivered  the  stores  io  three  days  af^er  her 
arrival.  Anxious  to  send  the  goods  by  this  ves- 
sel, the  only  one  in  port  destined  for  that  place,  I 
detained  her  six  days  wailing  for  the  clothing; 
the  last  was  put  on  board  the  day  she  sailed." 

M.  No.  2. 

War  Dbpabtment,  April  10, 1810. 
Sir  :  In  reply  to  the  inquiry  of  the  committee, 
^  whether  Uie  paymaster  of  that  deta.chment  of 


the  Army  of  the  United  S^tes,  ordered  Ua  th« 
defence  of  New  Orleans,  had  in  his  hands  the 
funds  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  troops^ 
I  beg  leave  to  refer  them  to  the  endoaed  state- 
ment of  this  date,  from  the  paymaster  of  the 
Army. 

lu  answer  to  your  other  inquiry  of  the  Oth, 
instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  committee,  that  the  brfg  North  Star, 
which  transported  the  clothing  for  that  detach- 
ment, appears  (from  the  extract  of  Mr.  Linnard's 
letter  now  before  the  committee,  to  have  sailed 
fr<»m  Philadelphia  on  the  6th  of  July,  1809,  and 
to  have  arrived  at  New  Orleans,  on  or  about  thd 
22d  of  AuffOst  following,  which  was  wiibin 
twelve  months  of  th&  time  that  the  men  pf  that 
delB^chment  had  generally  received  their  clothing 
for  the  preceding  year. 

With  perfect  consideration,  I  am<  sir,  your 
obedient  servant,  W.  EUSTIS. 

Hon.  T.  Nbwton,  Chairman^  ^ 


Depmtwm, 

No.  1. 
Esaias  Preblo's  depontion^  March  16^  18^0. 

Esaias  Preble,  of  the  United  States'  reffiment 
of  artillerists,  depcseth^  that,  about  the  last  of 
April,  1809,  a  detachment  of  the  United  States' 
troops,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Peter^  at* 
tachea  to  difierent  regiitoents,  descended  the  river 
Mississippi  for  New  Orleans  ^  they  hatltedatFort 
Adams,  at  which  place  I  was  atadoned :  at  that 
time  they  appeared  to  be  young,  able  for  any 
diiuy,  and  well  clothed.  A  number  of  smaller 
detachments  afterward  passed  down  said  river  in 
a  similar  situation. 

About  the  middle  of  October  following,  that 
part  of  the  additional  army  that  had  been  sta- 
tioned in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans,  halt- 
ed at  Fort  Adams,  on  their  way  up  the  river  for 
Washiqgton,  Mississippi  Territory,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Beall.  After 
bein^  encamped  two  or  more  di^ya  on  the  bank  of 
the  river,  a  party,  consisting  of  oim  hundred  and 
twenty  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
from  ^e  .regiment,  of  light  artillery,  fight  dra- 
goons, 3d,  5th,  and  7ih  regiments  of  infantry,  and 
regiment  of  riflemen,  was  sent  into  Fort  Adams 
and  bdildings  attached  to  the  fort.  On,  or  about 
the  23d  of  October,  1809,  I  was  directed  by  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  post,  to  take  charge  of 
said  troops^nd  report  their  situation.  I  applied 
to  Doctor  Thruston,  the  surgeon  of  the  7ih  in- 
fantry, in  whose  charge  they  were  left,  and  the 
pnly  officer  left  with  tbem^  for  a  list  of  said  men. 
1  then  made  an  examination,  and  found  seveo- 
teei^  had  died;  the  residue,  except  twenty,  were 
very  sick  ;  eight  or  ten  were  in  an  .open  room  in 
which  they  could  have  no  fire,  some  of  them  no 
blanket,  and  almost  naked;  and  all,  with  one  or 
two  exceptions,  extremely  dirty.  The  last  of  , 
November  following,  fourteen  more  of  the  said 
troops  were  left  sick  at  Fort  Adams,  which,,  to? 
gether  with  those  left  in  October,  ^mounted  to 
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one  hundred  and  tbirty-foar,  from  which  sixty- 
eiffht  died  at  said  fort. 

DuriDg  the  last  three  years,  there  have  been 
moored  at  Fort  Adams,  from  eight  to  eighteen 
boats,  that  would  carry,^  on  an  average,  thirty 
men,  public  property,  under  the  direction  of  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  post.  In  August. 
1809,  eight  or  ten  of  said  boats  were  dispatched 
to  New  Orleans,  one  of  which  sunk  on  its  pas- 
sage. During  the  last  year,  from  the  company 
stationed  at  Fort  Adams,  not  more  than  five  men 
died:  from  seren  companies  of  the  2d  regiment 
of  infantry  stationed  at  Columbian  Springs,  not 
more  than  eight  men  died  the  last  year. 

In  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Adams  and  Columbian 
Springs,  beef,  poultry,  butter,  eggs,  and  vegetables, 
such  as  the  country  produces,  may  be  obtained  at 
any  season  of  the  year.  During  my  residence  in  the 
Army,  clothing  for  the  troops  has  been  forwarded 
to  the  conunamliiag  officers  of  the  companies  six 
months  in  advance,  and  issued  to  the  troops  in 
the  same  manner.  The  clothing  for  the  compa- 
nies at  Fort  Adams  and  Columbian  Sprines  ar- 
rived at  the  said  fort  by  the  way  of  New  Orleans, 
in  July,  1809.  E.  PREBLE. 

March  16, 1810,  sworti  to  before  me, 

S.  H.  SMITH. 


No.  2. 


Deposition  of  William  D.  Beall,  Lieutenant  Colonel 
of  the  5th  in&ntry  of  the  Army  of  the  United 
States,  taken  by  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
lesentativet  of  the  United  States,  appointed  to  in- 
qnire  into  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  great  mortality 
in  that  detachment  of  the  Army  of  «he  United  States 
ordered  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

I  arrived  at  Camp,  Terre  au  Boeuf.  1^  or  15 
miles  below  New  Orleans^  on  the  river  Missis- 
sijmi,  on  the  12th  of  June,  1809. 

The  troops  were  regularly  encamped  in  tents, 
in  two  lines,  covering  ground  about  800  yards  in 
length,  and  75  in  depth,  (the  depth  of  the  en- 
campme;nt  was  about  175  yards.)  The  tents, 
^fter  a  while,  were  raised  and  floored  with  plank 
taken  from  the  Kentucky  boats  which  were  used 
to  transport  the  army  from  Orleans.  The  ground 
was  low,  as  is  the  case  of  All  in  the  vicinity  df 
New  Orleans,  and  particularly  after  rain,  wet, 
and  a  part  being  cleared  of  the  bushes,  weeds, 
d^.  by  the  troops,  was  muddy,  and  the  back  part, 
during  the  wet  season,  a  little  marshy.  To  rem- 
edy the  di^advaniage  of  such  ground,  ditches 
were  cut  in  every  direction;  indeed,  every  pre- 
caution was  taken  to  render  the  camp  cbmforta* 
able;  the  General  seeming  to  have  an  eye  to 
every  circumstance,  being  absent  from  the  camp 
not  mo^e  than  six  or  eight  days  from  the  12th  of 
June  to  10th  of  Septeinber  following.  Little  ar- 
bors, covered  with  palmetto,  were  erecied  at  the 
necettsary  distance  from  each  other,  on  the  line 
of  sentinels,  that  each  man,  in  ))i$  place,  might  be 
screened  from  the  piercing  rays  of  the  sun,  and 
sheltered  from  the  rain ;  and  these  arbors  were  also 
erected  from  right  to  leA  of  the  line  betweeu  the 


front  and  rear,  that  the  men  might  sit  tad  mess 
in  comfort  and'  cleanliness.  A  ditch  was  dag 
parallel  with  the  encampment,  in  the  rear,  to 
afford  a  dry^  walk  to  the  sentinels,  and  on  whick 
to  erect  the  before-mentioned  arbors. 

I  do  not  think  half  the  ground  used  for  the 
camp  was  cleared  by  the  troops;  this  mostbtre 
been  an  advantage  to  the  proprietor,  but  I  nther 
apprehend  the  ditches  were  a  disadvantage. 

A  tolerable  large  hospital  was  erected  of  oa- 
tetials  partly  from  the  boats  before  meotioDed, 
and  partly  from  the  neighboring  woods,  into 
which  the  most  reduced  men  were  pat,  BDder 
the  care  of  a  very  attentive  and  experienced  sor» 
geoh:  some  of  the  sick,  as  occasion  required, 
were  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Orleans;  the  veswl 
containing  medicine  and  hospital  stores  not  arri- 
ving until  August,  as  the  want  of  these  trtiela 
occurred,  the  General  directed  them  to  be  pro* 
cured  at.0rl(^an8,  as  also  poultry,  to  be  given  to 
the  men  most  in  need,  at  the  discretion  of  tbe 
surgeons,  hot  the  supply  of  this  hst  article  wai 
not  regular.  A  captain  of  the  line,  (Captaia 
Dale,)  of  medical  profession,  was  ordered  to  pro- 
cure medicine,  and  take  upon  himself  the  nsaai 
duties  of  a  surgeon. 

Strict  attention  to  the  sick,  and  their  aeeoa- 
dation,  was  enjoined  on  the  officers;  care  taken 
to  separate  those  ill  from  the  ^  duty  men.  aad  a 
poliee  officer  daily  appointed  to  seratiniie  iolo 
tbe  regularity  of  the  cam)),  and  the  qoatitrof 
the  provision,  and  to  report  every  defect^  Mgw^ 
or  impropriety.  - 

Provisions  of  flour,  or  breaa,  and  PP^^]^ 
regularly  supplied,  amd,  after  a  little  time,  beef; 
and  when  tfcese  were  bad,  remonstrances,  protesisj 
and  condemnation  were  resorted  to ;  and,  in  ooe 
instance,  a  purchase  of  100  barrels  of  flour  was 
made  by  the  General.  Flour,  in  tbe  Sooibem 
country,  is  apt  to  sour,  and,  at  a  certain  season, 
it  is  difficult  to  get  good. 

On  the  4th  of  July,  a  general  review  was  made, 
and  the  troops  fired  and  performed  some  evolu- 
tions tolerably  well;  after  this,  symptoms  of  mo- 
tiny  .were  manifested,  not  by  an  assembling  of 
men,  but  a  secret  preparing  for  such  an  ereat 
and  a  threat,  which  was  overheard  by  some  of 
the  more  orderly  men,  reported.  Thereappeared 
inuch  dissatisfaction  among  many  of  tbe  mes, 
and  some  officers,  proceeding,  as  I  supposed,  froia 
the  encampment.  An  expectation  that  tbi<  traj 
would  be  discharjred  by  the  extra  session  w 
Congress,  being  disappointed^  I  presume,  serred 
to  heighten  discontent. 

There  being  no  regular  established  armory  w 
armorers,  some  of  the  arms  were  useless «« 
want  of  repair;  these,  together  with  those  of  w« 
sick  and  dead  men,  were  delivered  to  the  brigade 
quartermaster,  except  some  instances  where  «>« 
officers  chose  to  pack  them  themselves,  were 
packed  in  boxes^  and  either  transported  wilhtM 
troops,  or  deposited  in  ^ew  Orleans. 

The  boats  employed,  in  conveying  the  troops 
and  baggas^e  up  the  rirer  were  four  gunboats, 
carrying  about  forty  men  each,  four  keel  boats, 
borrowed  of  the  inhabitants  of  New  Orleansi  «»<» 
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nine  odt  of  eleven  brought  ^owd  from  Fort 
Adams,  and  repaired  by  the  troops;  one  qaarter- 
masteHs  boat,  and  one  contractor's,  attending  the 
movetnent. 

Previous  to  the  embarkation,  three  <:orto panics, 
of  the  6th  infantry,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Pike,  were  ordered  to  the  garrison  of  Orleans, 
and  between  the  1st  and  12th  of  September,  the 
army  embarked,  and,  making  some  delay  nearly^ 
opposite  the  city,  owing,  I  think,  very  probably, 
to  a  defect  in  one  of  the  artillery  boats,  proceed- 
ed, on  the  23d«  up  the  river,  undcfr  the  command 
of  Major  Backus,  of  the  light  dragoons.  I  had 
been  taken  sick  about  the  5th  of  September,  and 
was  moved  up  to  Orleans  the  10th,  and,  recover- 
ing sufficient  strength,  followed  the  army,  and 
reached  the  troops  about  fifty  miles  up  ihe  river, 
and,  after  two  or  three  days^  took  comraam),  the 
Ctoeral  being  ill  in  Orleans.  Every  prepa nation 
for  this  movement  was  made,  which  the  General 
could  command,  or  thought  sUffieient,  and  yet 
the  sufferings  were  such  as  would  excite  pity  in 
the  most  callous  heart.  The  men,  tinabte  to 
bear  fatigue,  had  been  left  at  Orleans ;  those  able, 
were  marched  on  the  river  bank,  while  the  boats, 
with  the  weaker  part,  managed  by  able  men, 
under  the  direction  of 'officers,  ascended  from 
eight  to  fifteen  miles  a  day,  as  the  wind  and  cur- 
rent would  permit,  to  the  best  ground  to  be  found 
tot  the  aceommodatioii  of  a  camp.  -  Sickness  and 
deaths  tnoreasiag  as  we  pr^ressed,  a  eonsidta- 
tion  of  the  surgeons  and  officers  was  held:  the 
surgeons  declared  it  useless  to  administer  medi- 
cine in  (he  unsettled  state  of  the  troops,  and  the 
oflkers  urging  alF  reasonable  haste  to  a  place  of 
rest,  where  the  skill  of  the  physician,  and  efieet 
of  th^  medicine,  might  have  a  fair  trial.  Under 
these  impressions,  two  hospitals  were  established, 
^nie  at  Point  Coupee,  and  one  at  Fort  Adams, 
where  the  weakest  of  the  men  were  left,  under 
the  care  of  surgeons,  guards,  and  attendants,  with 
medicines,  and  hospital  storea  and  provisions. 
Thelo^of  men  in  the  time  of  this  movement, 
(from  the  1st  to  the  12th  September,  to  the  31st 
-of  October.)  including  the  two  hospitals,  was 
near  three  aundred  deaths,  and  some  desertions. 

As  the  boats  arrived  at  Natchez,  carriages 
tirere  procurred  to  move  the  sick  and  bagffase  to 
the  intended  cantonment,  near  the  town  bf  Wash- 
ington, and  now,  the  men  a  little  rested  from 
their  late  unexampled  fatisfue,  began  to  clean 
their  arms,  rendered  rusty  from  the  unavoidable 
neglect  of  them  while  on  the  march,  and  the  ne- 
cessary tools  being  provided,  the  effective  men, 
joined  by  those  most  able  of  the  convalescents, 
under  the  superintendence  of  their  officers,  began 
to  erect  huts  on  the  ground  chosen  by  the  Qea- 
eral,  a  place  heahhy,  elegant,  and  convenient  to 
springs  of  fine  water. 

My  knowledge  of  the  country  about  Orleans  is 
▼ery  limited,  but  I  am  of  opinion  the  ground  at 
Terre  au  BoBuf  was  as  eligible  for  a  camp  as  any 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  city.  Of  the  propriety  of 
COB  tinning  in  the  vicinity  of  Orleans  for  defence, 
it  does  not  become  me  to  speak,  not  having  the  in- 
formation which  suggested  the  measure. 


I  doubt  not  the  low  situation  of  the  ground 
about  Orleans  contributed  to  the  mortality  of  the 
troops,  but  it  i»  not  improbable  but  the  higher 
ground  would  have  proved  fatal  too;  for  it  is  a 
remark,  very  generally  received,  that  Northern 
constitutions  undergo  sickness,  more  or  less,  when 
subject  to  a  fixed  residence  in  a  cljmate  so  South- 
ern ;  and  to  this  may  be  added,  an  almost  uni- 
versal acknowledgment,  that  the  year  1809  was 
much  more  sicklv  than  any  for  many  yearn. 

When  I  left  the  army  at  Washington,  about 
the  27th  of  .November,  I  thought  the  men  were 
recovering  in  a  good  decree. 

The^  clothing  was  delivered  out  to  the  officers 
commanding  companies,  on  ouir  arrival  at  Wash- 
ington, and,  in  necessary  eases,  the  men  were 
supplied,  but  generally,  I  think,  it' was  judged 
best  to  retain  it  till^  the  dirty  and  fatiguing  job  of 
build inff  was  accomplished. 

I  conjectured,  from  some  expressions  in  one  of 
the  General's  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
that  an  order  for  removing  the  camp  had  been 
given  {  but  where  to  1  did  not  uhderstand. 
Washington  County,  sm: 

Be  it  remembered,  that,  on  this  21st  day  of 
March,  1810,  before  the  subscriber,  a  justice  of 
the  peace  for  said  couniy,  appearea  William  D. 
Beall,  and  made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that 
the  above  and  foregoing  facts,  as  stated,  are  just 
and  true,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

DANIEL  RAPINE. 

No.  3. 

Deposition  of  Doctor  Alexander  Macanley,  March 

31,  1810. 

In  respect  to  the  local  situation  of  the  camp  at 
Terre  au  Bceuf,  I  believe  it  to  be  more  healthy 
than  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  as  I  knew  several 
officers  and  soldiers,  who  came  from  camp  to 
town,  get  sick  after  being  a  short  time  in  the 
latter.  I  have  als6  been  told  by  a  respectahie  in- 
habitant of  that  neighborhood,  that  Terre  au 
Boeuf  was  reported  the  most  healthy  country  in 
the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans.  In  regard  to  the 
mortality  of  the  troops,  it  may  be  observed,  that 
new  soldiers  are  apt  to  sicken,  when  first  em- 
bodied, although  in  much  healtliier  situations; 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  troops  were  sick  be* 
fore  the  army  moved  from  New  Orleans;  that 
many  of  those  who  are  enlisted  are  of  debauched 
habits,  and  weakened  constitutions,  and  that  such 
constitutions  are  little  able  to  resist  the  violent 
attacks  of  the  dfseases  on  the  Lower  Mississippi, 
where  the  most  robust  habits  so  frequently  sink  ; 
also,  that  the  mortality  amongst  the  citizens  wa  s 
very  ffreat ;  and  I  have  been  informed  by  those 
who  had  resided  in  that  country  for  ten  years, 
that  they  had  never  before  witnessed  such  a  fatal 
season.  The  General  had  issued  orders  author- 
izing Doctors  Spencer  and  Claude  to  make  re- 
quisitions on  the  military  agent  for  proper  ac- 
commodations and  necessaries  for  the  sick,  under 
which  orders,  the  sick  in  the  hospital  in  New 
Orleans,  where  I  was,  received  such  articles  as 
could  render  them  comfortable,  and  conduce  to 
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their  recovery.  I  was  stationed  at  New  Orleaas, 
and  only  visited  the  oarap  oocasiooally ;  but  from 
what  I  have  heard  of  the  mortality  at  camp,  I 
do  believe  that  the  army  would  have  lost  as 
many,  if  not  more  men,  had  they  remained  in 
New  Orleans,  aod  I  thought  the  situation  of  the 
camp  at  Terre  au  Bceuf  as  good  as  1  had  ever 
seen  in  that  country;  and  Kom  what  I  have 
heard,  I  do  not  suppose  a  better  could  have  been 
selected  on  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
within  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  New  Or- 
leans. As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  observe  the 
conduct  of  General  Wilkinson,  1  haveever  thought 
him  actuated  by  a  zeal  for  the  welfare  of  the 
army,  and .  promotion  of  the  pubHe  service;  and 
I  have  frequently  witnessed  his  humanity  and 
attention  to  sick  officers,  in  having  them  removed 
to  his  own  quarters  until  they  were  out  of  danger. 
I  certify  that  the  foregoing  statement  is  cor- 
rect, according  to  the  best  of  mv  knowledge  and 
belief.  A.  MACAULEY. 


Deposition  of  Doctor  Alexander  Macauley,  March 
n,  1810. 
In  addition  to  my  deposition  of  y^esterday,  I 
inust  state,  that  considerable  supplies  of  medi- 
cines and  hospital  stores  were  purchased  at  New 
Orleans,  from  time  to  time,  as  well  for  the  use 
of  the  sick  in  the  city,  as  fbr  those  at  camp  at 
Terre  au  Bqeuf;  and  pever.  to  my  knowledge, 
did  any  difficulty  exist  as  to  procuring  them. 
Also,  that  a  considerable  supply  of  hospital  stores 
and  medicines  arrived  frqm  the  United  States  (I 
think)  in  the  month  of  Aiigu&t,  and  that  Doctors 
Spencer  and  Claude  divided  them:  according  to 
the  best  of  my  recollection,  Doctor  Claude  took 
four-fifths  for  the  use  of  the  troops  who  ascended 
the  river,  and  poctor  Spiencer  the  other  fifth,  for 
the  use  of  the  troops  at  New  Orleans,  and  in  the 
general  hospital  at  that  place.  The  supply  con- 
sisted of  several  large  pipes  and  casks  (or  hogs- 
heads) of  wine,  brandy,  molasses,  &c.,  and  boxes, 
^c,  of  medicine.  This  division  took  place  about 
tl^c  time  of  the  removal  of  the  troops  from  the 
camp  below  New  Orleans,  and  the  medicines, 
stores,  &c,^  alluded  to  above,  were  embarked  on 
board  of  the  boats  which  ascended  by  or  from 
New  Orleans.  The  facts  above  are  true,  accord- 
ing to  the  best  of  n^y  memory  and  belief. 

A.  MACAUX^Ey. 

Washimoton  CtTY,  March  22d,  1810. . 

Bworn  to  before  me^  this  23d  day  of  March, 
1810.  W.  THORNTON. 


No.  4. 

Dappsition  of  Major  filectas  ^ackos,  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States,  taken  by  the  committea  ap- 
pointed by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  to  inquire  into  the  cause  or  causes  of  the 
great  mo^Iity  in  that  detachment  of  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  ordered  for  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans. 

I  arrived  in  New  Orleans  about  the  tenth  of 
May,  1809,  at  which  place  1  found  that  Qenerial 


Wiiklnaon,  and  most  of  the  troops  dei (iaed  to 
that  station,  had  arrived. 

la  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  Jaaejti^ 
troops  were  order^  to  leave  New  Orleans,  tod 
to  proceed  down  the  xiver  to  Terre  au  Boof, 
where  they  wera  directed  to  encamp.  At  tbii 
time  the  waters  of  the  Mississippi  were  sa  iufk 
that  at  many  places  it  was  oferfiowiagthelertt, 
which  rendered  the  ground  of  our  eacamnmfntm 
and  muddy;  and  was  so  surrounded  with  marsbes 
and  swamps,  as  to  render  it  an  ineligible  place 
for  an  ^camtmieat.  The  doty  and  Ubor  ^^ 
quired  to  put  the  place  in  order  was  too  gceitio 
he  .en,dured  in  so  hot  a  climate, . 

The  lands  on  which  the  troops  encaiiiMii  be- 
longed to  Mr.  Lasuse,  to  whom  the  Briguia 
Quartermaster  Informed  me  he  had  paid  ser^fil 
hundred  dollars,  after  the  removal  of  tbearmj, 
for  the  use  of  lie  lands,  house  rent,  pastutage, 
and  firewood;  and  that  no  allowance  wasouile 
for  any  improvements  made  on  the  lands  by  the 
army,  and  that  he  had  sold  the  build iogai  tnctd 
on  the  place  for  the  benefit  of  the  Uaiied  Siatck 

In  the  month  of  July,  Oen^al  WilkiflsoDb^ 
came  alarmed  ax  some  improper  expressions  drop* 
pipg  from  some  of  the  soldier  which,  oa  exaau* 
nation,  appeared  to  have  been  uttered  front 
belief  that  the  sickness  and  deaths  the  army  lia4 
experienced  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  local 
position  of  the  camp,  and  to  the  UBremiuid 
fatigues  aad  hardships  they  were  compels  to 
endure. 

The  polioe  of  the  camp  was  well  atundedto, 
and  great  exertions  made,  use  of  to  keep  it  deaa, 
UDtiltbe  sioknesa  of  the  soldiers  became  so  gQl> 
erjsl  aa  to  render  it  impracticable. 

The  provisions  were  buch,  iji  particular  the 
floiir,  that  medical  men  declared  it  saicieat  to 
injure  the  health  of,  aod  deatroy  the loldier,  i«-. 
dependent  of  any  other  cause. 

The  soldiers  were  from  four  to  six  mojito 
without  their  pay,  (which  , they  are  entitled  to 
every  two  months.)  This  put  it  oot  of  tbw 
power  to  piJMTchase  fowls  or  vegetables,  wbtcb 
would  have  contributed  much  to  their  coffltort, 
particularly  when  sickly.  The  reasons  a»igoM 
for  their  not  being  paid  were  various;  ot^of 
which  was,  that  the  paymaster  of  the  district  did 
not  consider  it  his  duty  to  go  from  New  Orleaai 
to  pay  the  troops^  and  there  being  no  pavmastm 
to  many  of  the  regiments,  payments  could  oot  be 
made;  aod  ode  cause  assigned  by  Geoeral  Wu* 
kinson  was,  that  if  the  men  were  paid  offbefott 
they  ascended  the  river,  many  would  desert. 

The  want  of  clothing  was  so  great  that  nsflf 
of  the  soldiers  were  almost  naked;  this  was 
owing  to  the  new  clothing  not  arriving  uatiia 
short  time  before  the  army  moved  up  tiie  rifi^ 
and  was  not  delivered  to  the  .com^^ny  officea 
until  after  they  had  arrived  at  Washiogtoo,Bv- 
sissippi  Territory.  Medicines  and  medical  9^ 
some  of  the  regiments  weite  attime^tLestituteot, 
in  consequence  of  which  maoy  of  the  soldier 
perished  without  having  received  but  little,  ifai4i 
medical  assistance^ 

When  the  trOfQpstQok  the  field  in  ^ 
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of  Jane,  tliey  were  wfeU  provided  with  tents,  but 
Ibe  frequent  rains  to  which  they  were  exposed 
•ooD  reodered  them  but  a  miserable  shelter  either 
•gaiBsc  the  effects  of  the  rain  or  sun.  A  few  of 
the  moA  daogeroas  eases  of  the  side  were  at  first 
pat  in  tents  pitched  in  the  resr  of  their  resptect 
ive regiments,  hot  before  we  left  the  encampment, 
the  increase  of  sickness  was  so  sreat  that  it  was 
impossible  (siioated  as  we  were)  to  separate  the 
siok  from  the  well,  and  they  were  to  be  fooad, 
more  or  less,  in  every  tent  in  the  line. 

In  eoDSeq«ience  of  the  sickness  ^aad  deaths  of 
the  soldiers,  the  arms  and  accoutrements  belon^f- 
ing  to  them  were  much  injured,  aad  ia  some  in- 
atmnces  lost,  owing  to  there  being  no  place  in 
which  they  could  be  sheltered  from  the  weather. 
Shelters  were  erected  to  eov^r  the  sentinels 
from  the  rays  of  the  sun  and  frequent  showers  of 
rain,  but  were  not  completed  until  the  month  of 
August,  prior  to  which  time  the  soldiers  suffered 
much  for  the  want  of  them.  About  the  first  of 
September,  orders  Were  issued  for  the  troops  to 
prepare  to  embark  on  board  of  beats  and  other 
craft  for  Natchez,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory. 
The  ppblic  boiits  were  collected  from  differeut 
quarters  and  cepaired,  some  of  which,  proving 
unfit  for  service,  were  turned  in,  and  private 
boats  taken,  which  the  owners  were  glad  of  an 
opportunity  of  getting  coo veyed  to  Natchez  free 
^r  charges,  and  others  mr^ht  have  been  obtained 
on  the  same  terms.  Nothing  could  have  exceed- 
ed the  joy  expressed  by  the  soldiers  .on  this  occa- 
sion:  it  seemed  for  a  time  to  relieve  the  drooping 
apirits  of  chose  who  were,  to  appearance,  past  all 
bopes  of  recovery^ 

At  the  time  the  troops  commenced  their  march, 
General  Wilkhison  became  so^ indisposed  tbtt  he 
liould  not  proceed  with  them,  and  renuiined  at 
New  Orleaus.  I  being  the  only  field  officer  with 
the  troops,  the  command  of  them  devolved  upon 
ne;  in  which  command  I  continued  tfntil  the 
mtrnj  arrrved  nearly  opposite  West  Fhirida.  Be- 
tween the  20th  and  Sist  of  October,  the  troops 
arrived  at  Natchez,  leaving  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred of  their  sick  at  Point  Coupee,  and  many 
other^  at  Fort  Adams,  at  both  of  which  places 
the  greater  part  died.  After  the  arrov  Arrived  at 
tbeif  place  of  destination,  the  weather  becaate 
eool,  aad  those  that  were  in  a  low  state  of  health 
died,  and  the  remainder  became  convaleaeenc. 

The  troops  were  much  relieved  at  this  place 
by  a  plentiful  market,  both  in  fresh  provkious 
and  vegetable^  which  nM  one  hundred  per  eent« 
cheaper  than  in  New  Orleans,  or  its  Territory. 

.  The  inhabitants  of  Washington  and  ito  vicinity 
received  the  army  with  much  affection,  and 
treated  them  with  more  attention  and  friendship 
than  they  had  hitherto  experienced  on  that  South* 
era  smtion.  The  complaints  of  the  officers  did 
not  differ  from  thai  of  the  men,  except  the 
•cufvy. 

A  supply  of  fresh  provisions  and  vegetables 
mrere  not  to  be^  procured  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  camp  at  Terre  au  Bcsuf,  or  not  short  of  the 
New  Orleans  market.  I 

QrOestiou.  Could  boats  have  been  procured  at ' 


New  OHeans  sufficient  to  convey  the  troops  to 
Fort  Adams  or  Natchez  at  any  time  between  the 
Uth  of  June  and  the  10th  of  September? 

Answer.  I  think  they  could.     ^ 

a.  What  was  the  quality  of  the  provisions, 
pdrticolarly  the  flour,  with  which  the  Army  were 
supplied  during  the  encampment  at  Terre  au 
Bceuf? 

\A.  Bsfd, generally,  phrticularlv  the  flour,  which 
was  frequently  sour,  mouldy,  in  lumps,  and  some* 
times  full  of  bugs  and  worms. 

Q.  Was  the  Array  in  a  sickly  state  at  the  time 
of  removal  from  New  Orleaus  to  Terre  au  Bosuf, 
and  were  the  sick  removed  ? 

A.  There  was  some  sickness.  Those  who  we^ 
most  ill  wei^  left  in  the  hospital  at  New  Orleans. 
^  d.  Do  you.  believe  that  at  the  time  the  troops 
were  using  the  bad  provisions  a  sufficient  supply 
of  good  and  wholesome  provisions  could  have 
been  procured  at  New  Orleans  1 

A.  I  beliete  they  could.  The  General  did 
procure  one  hundred  barrels  of  good  floor  for 
the  Army. 

Ct.  What  proportion  of  the  Army  were  gene- 
rally ordered  on  fatigue  duty  ? 

A.  One-half  of  those  in  health  were  generally 
on  Hitigoe  duty.  Sometimes  it  was  necessary  to 
take  men  who  were  not  in  health  to  furnbh  the 
details  of  guard  duty. 

QL,  At  what  time  did  the  fatigue  dtety  ceased 

A.  Not  until  the  latter  part  of  August. 

€t.  What  kind  of  la(or  were  the  last  fatigde 
parties  engaged  m  f 

A.  Building  gultrd-honses,  shelters  for  the  sefi- 
tries,  and  clearing  the  ground. 

^  During  hoW  long  a  period  were  tbe  men 
obliged  to  sleep  on  the  ground  7 

A.  Many  of  them  from  three  to  four  weeks; 
during  which  time,  there  being  no  straw,  they 
had  but  e^ngle  blanket  and  such  imlmetto  leaves 
as  they  could  collect  to  keep  them  from  the 
damp  ground,  after  which  the  tents  were  gene* 
rally  floored  with  boards  from  the  boats  which 
had  cbnreyed  the  troops  from  New  Orleans'. 

CI.  At  what  time  was  it  first  known  in  the 
camp  that  orders  had  been  reeeived  fdrthe  re- 
moval of  the  Army  9 

A.  Sometime  in  the  month  of  August. 

Q^  What  other  inconveniences  besides  those 
specified  in  the  deposition  were  experienced  In 
the  encamprnent  at  Ter^e  Uu  BceUf  ? 

A.  The  troops  ejpperieoced  great  annoyande 
from  the  innumerable  quantity  of  mosquitoes, 
which  were  particularly  afflicting  to  the  sick. 
They  suffered  also  very  much  from  the  continual 
rains. 

Ct.  Were  you  not  informed  by  the  Paymaster 
that  he  had  sufficient  funds  In  his  hands  to  pay 
off  the  men  ? 

A.  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Knight  that  he  had 
the  funds,  and  that,  if  the  men  would  stop  oppo- 
site New  Orleans  on  their  way  up  the  river,  he 
would  pay  them  off. 

€t.  Did  you  not  halt  opposite  New  Orleans, 
and  make  application  for  tnat  purpose  ? 

A.  The  troops  halted  there  three  days,  and  I 
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tpoke  to  General  Wilkinsoa  on  the  subject:  he 
replied  that  the  men  could  not  be  i>aid,  as,  if  they 
were  paid  off,  they  would  desert. 

Or  Was  there  an  acting  military  a^^ent  at  New 
Orleans  at  the  time  the  troops  were  there  on  their 
way  up  the  river? 

A.  I  believe  the  Brigade  diiartermaster  did 
that  duty. 

Q^  Were  you  provided  with  funds  to  defray 
incidental  expenses  in  conveying  the  troops  up 
to  Natchez  ? 

A.  We  were  not.  General  Wilkinson  directed 
me  to  take  the  Army  up  the  river,  ioforminff  me, 
at  the  same  time,  that  there  was  not  a  dollar  in 
the  Quartermaster's  Department  to  defray  any 
extra  exp^enset ;  that  1  must  take  them  as  they 
were.  On  our  arrival  at  Point  Coupee  an  hos- 
pital was  formed,  and  about  one  hundred  of  the 
sick  left  there.  There  being  no  necessary  sup- 
plies to  leave  with  them,  a  subscription  was  made 
by  the  officers,  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  dol- 
lars raised  ana  left  with  the  surgeon,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  supplying  the  sick  with  those  articles 
of  which  they  stood  in  need,  such  as  fowls,  vege- 
tables, dbc. 

d.  Did  General  Wilkinson  consult  any  of  his 
officers  in  selecting  Terre  au  BcBuf  as  the  place 
of  encampment  1 

A.  Colonel  Smith  and  some  other  offi<;ers  went 
down  with  General  Wilkinson  to  see  Terre  au 
BcBuf,  but  I  cannot  say  how  far  he  consulted 
them. 

Ct.  Was  there  dissatisfaction  among  the  offi- 
cers and  men  at  Terre  au  B<Buf,  and  from  what 
cause  did  it  arise  ? 

A.  There  was.  It  appeared  to  arise  from  the 
un healthiness  of  the  place,  the  sufferings  of  the 
troops,  aud  the  badness  of  the  supplies.  Many 
of  the  officers  signed  a  petition  in  the  month  of 
July  to  the  General,  to  remove  the  Army,  which 
was  withheld  in  consequence  of  his  disapproving 
of  it,  and  declaring  he  would  not  remove  the 
troops  until  he  received  orders  so  to  do. 

d.  When  yoo  mention  that  the  last  fatigue 
|Mirties  were  employed  in  clearing  up  the  ground, 
m  what  manner  were,  they  so  employed  1 

A,  In  smoothing  the  ground  by  taking  up 
stumps,  and  filling  up  holes  and  ditches. 

Q,.  What  quantity  of  wood  land  was  cleared 
by  the  troops  ? 

A.  I  should  judge  that  there  wefe  between 
twenty  and  thirty  acres  of  new  land  cleared  by 
them. 

WA»BiNaTON  County,  mb. 

On  this  5th  day  of  April,  1810,  before  the  sub* 
seriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county^  ap- 
peared EUectus  Backus,  and  made  oath,  in  due 
form  of  law,  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing 
instrument  of  writing,  which  came  within  his 
personal  knowledge,  are  true,  and  those  related 
from  the  information  of  others  he  believes  to 
be  true. 

Sworn  before  me, 

DANIEL  RAPINE. 


No.  5. 

Examination  of  Captain  George  Peter,  before  theeDa- 
mittee  appointed  **  to  inimire  into  the  caine  or  camei 
of  the  mortality  in  that  detachment  of  the  Army  o- 
dered  ibr  the  defenee  pf  New  Orleaos,"  tdwQ  AjfA 
»,,1810. 

duestioif.  Arwhat  time  did  yon  arrive  at  Net 
Orleans. 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  between  the  2Mi  ani 
28th  of  March,  1809,  that  I  arrived  there  with 
five  companies. 

Ct.  What  was  the  conditton  of  the  Army  dor- 
ing  their  stay  in  New  Orleans,  both  as  itrespeett 
their  health  and  accommodations  1 

A,  A  part  of  the  trooos  were  quartered  in  the 
barracks,  a  part  in  the  ranxbourg  St.  Miry,  aod 
a  part  in  the  city.  The  number  of  the  sick  is- 
creased  daily  during  tfafetr  stay,  which  I  attrib- 
uted to  their  intemperance^  to  the  badness  of  their 
provisions,  and  to  the  want  of  discipline  and  sa- 
Dordination. 

a.  What  was  the  quality  of  the  provisioDs 
with  which  the  troops  were  supplied  ? 

A.  Of  the  most  inferior  kinds,  of  every  descrip- 
tion: the  bread  musty,  the  fresh  beef  so  poor  tint 
it  was  not  fit  to  be  issued,  and  the  pork  rssty.  I 
haTC  frequently  known  thei  troops  to  throw  tke 
pork  away.  The  complaints  respecting  the  pro- 
visions were  so  frequent  that  I  made  a  repreMt- 
ation  to  General  Wilkinson  on  the  subject.  He 
informed  me  that  he  would  take  meatures  to 
have  better  provisions  provided ;  but  doriogBT 
stay  I  saw  little  or  no  improvement. 

4.  What  appeared  to  be  the  most  prewwi 
diseases  during  the  stay  of  the  troops  in  New 
Orleans? 

A.  The  dysentery,  but  not  of  a  very  mafe- 
nant  nature,  and  fevers.  Of  the  corps  of  Ijfhi 
artillery  I  believe  only  two  men  died  dortogthnr 
stay  in  New  Orleans. 

4.  To  what  cause  or  causes  did  yoo  attnbote 
the  want  of  discipline  and  subordination  to  wueti 
you  hare  alluded  ? ' 

A.  Tathe  dispersed  situation  of  the  troops » 
the  city  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  impossibihtyot 
keepioff  them  within  proper  bounds. 

€t*  w  it  your  opinion  that,  on  the  arrival  ofiw 
troops  and  during  their  suy  at  New  OrwaiJ 
such  a  disposition  of  them  could  have  been  on* 
as  would  have  been  more  favorable  to  diacipw"* 
and  subordination,  and  without  incurring  any 
additional  expense?  . . 

A.  I  think  a  greater  number  of  the  troops  mi«w 
have  been  quartered  in  the  barracks^  and  the  re- 
mainder in  the  fauzbouij  of  St.  Mary,  wbitD 
would  have  enabled  the  officers  to  have  kept  tijW 
men  in  better  order,  but  would  not  hsvecnrtatfw 
the  expenses  much:  or,  if  the  troops  !>*»•*: 
encamped  on  the  plains  of  the  fauxbonfg  »»• 
Mary,  with  proper  flooring  to  their  tents,  theoB* 
cers  would  have  had  an  opportunity  of  l?«<P*f^ 
up  subordination  and  discipline,  V^^^HJZ. 
temperance,  itnd  would  have  saved  to  thciw»' 
ernment  a  prodigious  expense.  ^ 

ft.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  encampmeni « 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2461 


APPENDIX. 


2462 


MortaiUy  in  the  Troopt  at  New  OrkoM, 


the  troops,  agreeably  to  yoor  last  suffgestioa, 
would  hafe  been  equally,  or  more  eligible,  thao' 
Iheir  encampineDt  at  Terre  au  BoBuf? 

A.  t  thiDK  it  would  have  been  more  eligible. 
Drier  ground  might  have  boen  selected,  having 
the  swamp  at  a  much  greater  distance ;  vegeta- 
bles might  have  been  procured  in  abundance,  also 
milk  and  fresh  provisions,  with  hospitals  suffi- 
ciently commodious  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  sick. 

^  What  time  did  you  leave  New  Orleans  for 
Terre  au  Bceof  ? 

A.  About  the  first  of  June  an  order  dii^cting 
a  detachment  of  the  troops  consisting  of  three 
eompanied  of  light  artillery,  one  of  dragoons,  one 
of  riflemen,  one  of  the  third,  one  of  the  fifth,  and 
one  of  the  sixth  infantry,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Pike,  was  issued.  Between  the  3d  and  5th 
of  June,  this  detachment  fell  down  to  the  head 
of  the  Eofflish  Turn^,  for  the  purpose  of  preparing 
the  ground  for  the  accommodation  of  the  corps 
of  light  artillery,  the  regiment  of  dragoons,  regi- 
ment  of  riflemen,  the  third,  fifth,  sixth,  and  sev- 
enth regiments  of  infantry,  consisting  in  the 
whole  of  about  two  thousand  men. 

Q^  In  what  state  did  you  find  the  ground  in- 
tended for  the  encampment? 

A.  F/om  the  right  to  the  centre  the  ground 
was  as  dry  as  it  is  generally  below  the  city  of 
New  Orleans;  but  from  the  centre  to  the  Left  it 
was  swampy.  The  first  part  had  been  cleared,  but 
the  last  was  covered  with  willows  and  palmettoes. 

d.  At  what  time  did  the  main  body  arrive  at 
the  encampment  ? 

A.  Between  the  9tb  and  11th  of  June. 

^  Was  the  ground  prepared  for  their  encamp- 
ment when  ^hey  arrived  ? 

A.  A  part  of  the  left  was  not  cleared,  and  but 
little  ditching  done.  A  part  of  the  officers  and 
two  or  three  companies  of  the  men  had  flooriag 
for  their  tenu,  the  remainder  were  pitched  upon 
.  the  ground. 

d.  What  was  the  reason  that  a  part  of  the  men 
had  flooring  for  their  tents,  and  the  remainder 
bad  not? 

A.  I  recollect  but  two  companies  that  were  so 
provided,  and  the  plank  for  those  wefe  procured 
at  New  Orleans  by  the  officers,  in  part,  at  their 
own  expense. 

€t*  At  what  time  did  you  leave  the  camp  at 
Terre  au  Bceuf  ? 

A.  On  the  morning  of  the  13th  of  June. 

d*  How  lone  did  you  serve  in  the  Army  of 
the  United  States  ? 

A.  I  entered  the  Army  in  1799,  as  a  lieutenant 
of  iniantry ;  in  1801,  was  appointed  a  lieu^nant 
ia  the'  second  regiment  of  artillerists  and  engi- 
neers; in  1802,  at  the  organization  of  the  Peace 
BsUblishment,  arranged  to  the  corps  of  artille- 
rists as  a  lieutenant  >  in  1807,  promoted  to  a  cap- 
taincy in  the  same  corps;  and  in  1808,  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Secretary  of  War,  transferred  to  the 
regiment  of  light  artillery.  I  resigned  my  com- 
mission on  the  Uth  June,  1809. 

Q^  Where  have  you  generally  served  during 
the  time  you  have  been  in  the  Army  1 


A.  On  the  seaboard ;  on  the  Northern  lakes ; 
on  the  Ohio,  Missouri,  and  at  New  Orleans,  in 
1807  and  1809. 
County  or  Washington,  to  wit: 

On  the  11th  day  of  April,  1810,  Captain  €kor^e 
Peter  came  before  me,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for 
the  county  aforesaid,  and  made  oath  on  the  Holy 
Evangelists  of  Almighty  Qod  that  the  foregoing 
answers  is  a  correct  statement  of  facts,  to  the 
best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief. 

THOMAS  CORCORAN. 


No.  6. 


Deposition  of  Captain  John  Darrington,  of  the  United 
States  Army,  taken  by  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  House  of  BepreseatatlYes  of  the  United  States^ 
to  ipquire  into  the  causes  of  the  great  mortality  in 
that  detachment  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
ordered  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
I  joined  the  Army  in  New  Orleans  about  the 
first  of  April,  1809,  and  was  never  absent  from  it 
until  February,  1810.    Soon-  after  my  arrival  in 
New  Orleans,.  I  discovered  that  the  number  of 
our  sick  began  rapidly  to  increase.    The  preva* 
lent  complaint  api)eared  to  be  the  diarrhma ;  it 
attacked  indiscriminately  both  officers  and  pri- 
vates; at  this  time  the  deaths  were  but  few  in 
proportioji  to  the  number  sick.    The  most  dan- 
gerous among  the  sick  were  provided  with  hos- 
pitals, in  which   they  were  well  attended  to. 
This  diarrhoea  was  ascribed  by  Qtur  physicians  to 
medicinal  efiects  of  the  Waters  of  the  Mississippi. 
The  last  of  May  we  w»e  directed  to  prepare 
for  leaving  New  Orleans.    On  the  3d  of  June  a 
camp-forming  party,  consisting  of  the  whole  of 
the  light  artillery,  and  the  strongest  company  of 
the  remaining  corps,  was  despatched  for  Terre 
au  BoBuf.    On  the  10th  oi  the  9ame  month  th^ 
whole  army  followed,  and  on  that  and  the  suc- 
ceeding day  arrived  at  Terre  au  Bcsuf  t  at  this 
time  I  conjectured  that,  about  one-third  of  out 
army  were  H)n  the  juck  reports.    Although  our 
camp-forming  party  had  used  every  industry,  the 
ground  was  not  ia  readiness.    The  tents  were 

fetched  in  front  in  the  skirt  of  an  old  field.  From 
he  centre  of  our  encampment  to  the  risht  had 
originallyr  been  cleared,  but  was  then  mostly  over- 
grown with^  small  trees,  weeds,  d&c. ;  the  ground 
damp ;  from  the  centre  to  the  left  still  remained 
in  its  primitive  state,  and  having  never  been 
ditched  was  yet  a  tnarsh.  Immediately  in  the 
rear  was  an  impassable  swamp.  The  left  of  the 
encampment  was  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and 
partly  parallel  with  it,  bat  the  river  tur!ning 
nearly  at  right  angles  threw  the  right  a^  a  con- 
siderable distance.  To  render  this  |i)ace  suitable 
as  soon  as  possible  for  the  purpose,  in  tended,  a 
fatigue  of  jtwo  hundred  and  twenty  men  was  or- 
dereid ;  this  party  soon  cleared  off"  the  trees  on  the 
line  marked  out.  When  the  tents  were  perma- 
nently pitched,  the  General  informed  us  that, 
after  having  employed  several  days  in  inspecting 
the  country  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans,  he 
had  selected  this  place  as  the  most  eligible  for 
the  eneatnpment*    Our  fatigue  party  conttaoed 
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to  dear, the  laDt)  at  the  distance  of  one  huadred 
yards  in  the  rear;  after  which  they  were  em- 
ployed ID  digging  diichetf  in  theintetrvalsbetweeii 
the  regiments,  into  which  ditches  were  run  drains 
leading  frojm  the  front  of  the  tenti*.  This  labor 
I  conceived  indispensable,  from  motives  of  self- 
defence;  otherwise,  during  the  rainy  seasops  a 
portion  of  our  encampment  would  have  been  in- 
undated. The  severest  duty  performed  by  our 
fatigue  was  the  digging  of  a  canal  in  Che  rear, 
ezteudiog  the  whole  length  of  the  line^  on  the 
t>aniLs  of  which  canal  Was  thrown  una  perma- 
nent levee.  This  labor,  to  the  best  of  my  recoi- 
lectipn,  was  not  comtneneed  until  the  middle  of 
July,  and  not  finished  udtil  in  Augdst.  Had  it 
been  the  intention  of  Gov^rnmmt  (as  Cheneral 
Wtlkitiaon  suggested  as  piN>bab(e}  to  have  mttde 
this  place  a  |>ermanent  cantonment,  the  catial, 
together  with  its  levee,  would  hare  been  of  util- 
ity as  a  saftguai'd  against  the  ensuing  season ; 
but  if)  on  the  contrary,  the  place  bad  been  se- 
lected for  a  temporary  purpose,  I  should  say  this 
labor  was  not  necestery.  The  provisions  wei*6 
at  no  time  such  as  coald  be  esteemed  good,  and 
frequently  so  inferior  that  nothing  boi  necessity 
could  justify  the  use  of  them.  Oji  this  subject 
fireqaent  complaints  were  m«de  to  Gleneral  Wil- 
kinson. At  first  he  attended  totheml;  the  pro- 
visions were  inspected  and  condemned ;  it  was 
also  said  he  |[)urcnased-a  hundred  barrels  of  flour; 
the  evil,  how^ver,^  still  continued;  complaints 
%ere  agara  made,  but  without  producing  any 
effect;  the  Cteoeral  replying,  that  better  provi- 
sions could  not  be  had;  after  this,  further  com- 
plaints were  deemed  useless.  The  (constant  use 
of  damaged  pro vtsions  was,  no  doobt,  th6  primi- 
tive cause  or  that  horrid  and  destructive  disea^ 
.  termed  the  scurvy.  Our  market  ftirnished  hot  a 
scanty  supply  of  either  fresh  provisions  or  ve^- 
tables,  which  sold  from  a  hundred  to  a  handr^d 
and  fifty  per  cent,  higher  .than  at  our  present  can- 
tonment, (Washington,  Misdssippi .  Territory.) 
Besides,  the  men  did  not  derive  as  much  advan- 
tage from  this  scanty  and  exorbitant  market  as 
they  mightj  had  they  been  regularly  paid. 

Our  details  were  so  arranged  that  one  third  of 
the  Army  were  on  duty  each  day.  This  arrange- 
ment eoolinuipg,  without  a  diminution  in  pro- 
portion to  the  increase  of  sickaese,  soon  brooght 
those  reported  for  dotv,  on  duty  every  other  day, 
and  it  not  unfrequently  happened,  that,  td  supply, 
the  details,  sick  men  were  furaiahed.  For  the 
first  month  most  of  the  tents  were  without  floors ; 
and  as  the  Army  was  not  furnished  with  straw, 
the  bedding  of  the  soldiers  consisted  iu  a  single 
blanket,  hk  this  situation  they  were  obliged  to 
sleep  on  the  ground,  which,  during  the  month  of 
June  and  the  greater  partof  July^  was  constantly 
damp,  and  in  places  for  a  short  time  inundated 
by  water.  If  I  recollect  accurately,  from  the 
middle  of  June  to  the  last  of  July,  there  were  bnt 
few  days  without  rain,  and  generally  seyeral 
showers  in  the  same  day ;  during  this  period  and 
for  some  tin»e  after,  the  sentinels  were  unprovided 
with  any  description  of  shelter  to  protect  them 
etther  agaiftst  (he  rain  or  sua.    The  aentinels 


iu'the  rear  of  the  encampment,  uotil  the  middk 
of  Jnly,  were  over  their  shoe^  in  mud  and  wateiv 
and  the  fatigue  party  employed  in  theaame  place, 
in  digging  the  canal,  constantly  worked  in  mod 
and  water/ 

On  our  first  arrival  at  Terre  au  Bceuf,  Gkneial 
Wilkinson  gave  directions  for  the  ereetioo  of  a 
hospital ;  but,  from  what  cause  I  am  oot  ab4e 
to  say,  the  work  progressed  slowly,  and  was  nqt 
finished  until  a  short  time  before  our  movement 
and  when  fini^ed  was  not  ca|)able  of  hoidiag 
more  than  sixty  or  eighty  men.  '  We  were  gcue- 
ralty  without  hospital  stores,  and  when  We  liad 
them  they  Were  iu  such  small  quantities  as  to  be 
uf  little  service.  The  number  of  our  atek  was  so 
great,  that  it  became  impossible  for  the  few  phy- 
sicians we  had  to  attend  to  them,  and  it  somtetimes 
occurred,  that  men  died  without  ever  having  re- 
ceired  any  description  of  medical  assistance.  The 
physiciaoii  complained  much  of  the  want  of  med- 
icines, and  also,- that  from  the  Exposed  sitQaiioa 
of  their  patients^  the  medicines  administered  fre- 
quently proved  injorions.  The  sick  and  the  well 
Uved  in  the  same  tents ;  they  generally  subsisted 
on  the  same  provisions ;  were  equaltjr  exposed  o 
the  constant  and  incelisant  torrents  of  rain,  to  the 
scorching  heat  of  the  sun,  and  during  the  nigkt 
to  the  attacks  of  numberless  mosquitoes.  They 
manifested  the  pains  and  sufieriogs  they  experi- 
enced by  shrieks  aud  groans,  which,  during  ike 
silence  of  the  night,  were  distinctly  to  be  keard 
from  one  end  of  the  line  to  the  other.  It  is  my 
candid  belief  the  mosquhoes  produced  naore  mis- 
ery than  any  other  cause,  la  the  night  the  asr 
was  filled  with  them,  and  not  a  man  was  provided 
with  anything  like  a  bar  ^r  net.  Thus  situated, 
the  sufferings  of  the  unfortunate  sick,  who  wefe 
too  weak  to  defend  themselves,  can  perhaps  be 
better  imagined  than  described. 

Between  the  5th  and  10th  of  July,  the  officers, 
imnelled  by  motives  of  humanity,  irom  the  Um- 
entable  and  distressing  situation  of  the  camp, 
petitioned  the  Gkaeral  for  its  removal.  I  was  the 
bearer  of  the  petition.  I  met  with  bim  on  the 
parade  and  informed  4iim  of  my  business.  At 
first  be  appeared  to  be  much  astonished ;  obsenred 
that  a  removal  was  impossible ;  that  there  he  had 
been  sent,  and  there  he  should  remain  until  or- 
dered away  by  competent  authority.  He  after- 
wards made  une  of  a  ie#  harsh  exprc^ioos,  stich 
as  that  the  officers  were  crazy,  dbc.  I  did  not  pat 
into  his  bauds  the  petition,  because  I  pereeiyedit 
would  have  no  enect.  I  then  returned,  and  re- 
ported the  result.  After  this  all  prospeet  of  a  re- 
moval ceased.  In  the  latter  end  of  Jnlj  it  was: 
rumored  that  orders  had  beeU  received  ut>m  the 
Secretary  of  War  for  our  removal,  and  in  the  lat- 
ter efad  of  August  these  orders  were  made  pubiic 
On  this  occasion  tiie  troops  manifested  the  jtreat- 
est  joy ;  they  seemed  to  hare  forgotten  all  that 
was  passed,  and  became  impatient  for  the  arrival 
of  the  day  on  which  they  were  to  leave  Terre  aa 
BcBuf.  The  first  of  September,  orders  were  issued 
to  prepare  for  ascending  the  river,  and  between 
the  seventh  and  eighteenth  commenced  their  as- 
cent by  demehmeata. 
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On  the  20th  the  Army  was  cooeenttated  oppo- 
site New  Orleans.  Here  a  halt  of  two  days  eo- 
toed,  to  repair  the  boats.  A  few  of  the  boats 
were  found  unfit  for  the  royage ;  bat  their  i)laces 
were  immediately^  supplied  by  others  belongiDgf  to 
citizens,  who,  it  was  said,  charged  nothing,  being 

flad  of  an  opportunity  of  getting  them  to  Natchez. 
>a  theSStf,  after  sending  a  few  of  our»ick  to  New 
Orleans,  a  general  movement  took  place ;  many 
more  of*  the  sick  could  have  been  sent,  but  we 
were  informed  the  hospitals  could  not  contain 
them.    The  laea  were  crowded  in  such  numbers 
in  the  boats,  as  to  preclude  everything  like  com- 
fort.   In  many  of  the  boats  were  two  and  three 
companies.    This  was  an  evil  which  could  not 
be  remedied :  for,  had  our  boats  been  multiplied, 
1  do  not  think'  we  should  have  been  able  to  man^ 
age  them.    In  the  boat  in  which  I  aseended,  were 
three  companies  and  it  was  with  difficulty  I  eould 
ever  get  more  than  twelve  or  fifteen  tnen  at  the 
oars.    For  the  first  few  davs  after  we  oommenoed 
oar  ascent,  the  number  otdeatha  were  net  more 
than  OMiaL    Afterwards  they  began  to  increase,, 
asd  before  we  arrived  at  Point  Coupee,it  became 
a  first  duty  at  our  nightly  eacampmcnts  to  bury 
those  who  had  died  during  the  day,  and  in  the 
morning  to  bury  those  who  bad  died  during  the 
pight.    This  last  rite  consisted  in  wrapping  them 
io  their  blankets  and  covering  them  with  two  or 
tbrec  feet  of  ei^rth.    On  the  3d  of  October,  we  ar- 
rived at  Point  Oonpee.  At  this  place  the  establish- 
mtttt  of  a  hospital  was  deemed  indispensable; 
there  being  no  public  fuods^  the  hospital  was  erect- 
ed by  the  voIud  tary  donations  of  the  officers.    At 
this  place  upwards  of  a  hundred  men  were  left. 
Ofl  the  17ih,  the  Army  reached  Fort  Adams ;  here 
another  hospital  was  established.    The  last  of 
Oetober  they  arrived  at  Natchez, and  wereimme*- 
diaiely  removed  to  liieir  intended  encampment. 
As  BO  arrangement  had  been  made  for  the  pro- 
curing of  a  hospital;  the  situation  of  the  sick  still 
continued  to  be  miserable;  they  were  crowded 
together  in  tents,  and  lay  on  the  bare  ground,  ez- 
poaecl  to  the  rain  and  cold.    A  small  qaantity  of 
straw  wag  procured,  bat  not  sufficient  for  the 
t^reotieth  part.    In  this  situation  numbers  died 
daily.    The  last  of  November  a  few  of  the  mobt 
dauigeroua  were  sent  to  Washington,  where  houses 
bod  been  rented  as  hospitals.    About  the  middle 
af  December  deaths  began  to  decrease^  as  the 
^preater  part  of  those,  who.  on  their  arrival,  were 
much  reduced,  had  died,  and  the  others  had  be- 
eotne  convalescent.    On  the  18tb  of  December, 
GNneral  Wilkinson  was  relieved  by  General  Hamp- 
toA.  who  adopted  the  most  prompt  measures  to 
render  the  situation  of  the  Army  as  desirable  as 
possible.    The  police  of  the  camp,  which  before 
^ad  been  neglected,  and  for  the  want  of  which  the 
eaimp  had  become  extremely  offensive,  was  im- 
mediately attended  to ;  measures  were  also  taken 
fotf  the  erection  of  a  large  and  commodious  hos- 
pi  cal,  and  also  for  the  payment  of  the  troops.    He 
a<i  vanced  from  his  own  pocket  one  month's  pay. 
IT  he  troops  had  from  four  to  six  months'  due 
cIboio.    Why  payment  had  thus  been  delayed  I 
eJiBBot  say.    Had  the  men  been  paid  on  their  a»* 
1 1th  Con.  2d  Sxss.— 78 


rival,  it  certainly  would  have  been  of  immense 
advantage,  as  the  country  furnished  ample  sup- 
plies of  vegetables  and  rresh  provisions,  which 
sold  on  reasonable  terms.  By  returns  received 
from  the  hospitals  established  on  our  ascent,  it- 
appears  that  most  of  the  sick  left  in  them  died. 
Another  eause  of  suffering,  which  I  before  omit- 
ted to  mention,  was  the  want  of  clothing;  this 
was  because  the  new  clotliiog  did  not  arrive  till 
late  in  August,  and  was  not  delivered  to  the  com- 
pany officers  until  after  their  arrival  at  Washing- 
ton. It  will  not  perhaps  be  improper  to  state, 
that  when  we  were  opposite  New  Orleans,  a  pa- 
per was  presented  by  a  friend  of  General  Wllk«- 
inson  for  the  signatures  of  the  officers.  Prom 
my  own  impressions  at  that  time,  and  I  believe 
the  impressions  of  others  were  similar  to  my  own, 
1  did  not  hesitate  to  sign  it;  the  purport  of  this 
iMiper  was  the  approving  of  the  General's  conduct. 
The  General  was  the  first  military  officer  in  the 
United  States,  of  long  standing,  and  of  course 
carried  with  him  the  confidence  of  the  Gk>vertt- 
ment.  Besides,  he  had  impressed  on  our  minds  ' 
a  belief,  that  the  misfortunes  we  had  experienced 
were  alone  attributable  to  Gfovernmeiit ;  that  he 
had  ever  acted  in  conformity  to  orders.  We 
could  not  doubt  the  words  of  our  General.  Many  - 
signed  it.  JOHN  DARRINGTON, 

Captain^  3d  Infantry. 

Interrogatories  put  to  Csptain  John  Darringten,  by  the' 
Conunittee,  with  his  answers. 

Q^uestfon.  Could  boats  4}ave  been  pioeured  at 
New  Orleans  sufficient  to  convey  the  troops  to 
Fort  Adams  or  Natchez,  at  any  time  between 
the  14th  of  June  and  lOih  of  September  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  boats  could  have  been 
had.  There  are  many  boats  employed  in  the 
river,  and  I  think  they  might  have  been  procured 
on  reasonable  terms. 

Q^  What  was  the  quality  of  the  provisions, 
particularly  the  flour,  with  which  the  Army  were 
supplied  during  the  encampment  at  Terre  au 
Boeuf? 

A.  The  flour  was  always  bad,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  hundred  barrels  purchased,  by  Gene- 
ral Wilkinson.  It  was  generally  mouldy,  sour, 
and  firequenily  filled  with  bugs  and  worms.  A 
small  proportion  of  the  pork  was  good,  and  also  a 
small  proportion  p(  the  fresh  beef; 

Q^  Do  you  believe  that,  at  the  time  the  troops 
were  using  the  bad  provisions,  a  sufficient  supply 
of  good  and  wholesome  provisions  could  have 
been  procured  at  New  Orleans'? 

A.  I  suppose  it  might. 

Q^  At  what  time  did  the  fatigue  duty  cease  1 

A.  The  records  of  the  Army  show  it  ceased  on 
the  7th  of  September. 

^  Had  you  reason  to  believe  there  were  funds 
m  the  hands  x>f  the  paymaster  at  New  Orleans, 
sufficient  for  paying  off  the  troops  1 

A.  Yes.  1  had  command  of  the  third  regiment, 
and  issued  an  order  to  the  paymaster  of  that  regi- 
ment, fo  meet  us  when  we  should  arrive  opposite 
New  Orleans,  and  pay  off  the  men,  which  hecom- 
I^ied  with. 
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d.  Were  you  provided  with  funds  to  defray 
iocidental  expenses  in  conveying  the  troops  up 
to  Natchez  ? 

A.  We  were  not.  The  expensesincurred  whilst 
I  had  command  of  the  Army,  I  was  obliged  to 
defray  from  my  own  pocket., 

Q^  What  quantity  of  woodland  was  cleared 
by  the  troops? 

A.  I  suppose  about  thirty  acres. 

Q^  Do  you  not  suppose  the  value  of  the  land 
was  enhanced  by  the  labor  done  on  it  by  the 
troops  ? 

A.  Yes.  The  cleared  land  was  prepared  for 
cultivation^  and  the  unclearediand  in  the  vicinity 
was  drained  by  the  canal  and  ditches  in  the  rear 
of  the  camp. 

Q^  How  many  men  did  you  lose  out  of  your 
company  during  your  encampment  at  Terre  au 

B<BUi? 

A.  None. 

Qi.  Were  vour  men  encamped  on  more  favora- 
ble ground  than  the  other  part  of  the  Army  gen- 
erally ?  ^* 

A.  They  were  not ;  ray  company  occupied  its 
proper  place  in  the  line. 

€1.  How  many  of  your  men  were  generally  fit 
for  duly  while  at  Terre  au  Bqeuf  ? 

A.  The  number  of  those  in  my  company  fit  for 
duty  seldom  exceeded  five. 

Q^  How  many  of  the  men  died  on  board  of 
your  boat,  while  ascending  the  riv«r? 

A.  Of  the  three  companies  on  board  my  boat, 
I  think  about  one  third /lied^  including  those  leA 
in  the  hospiials  established  on  our  way  up. 

CI.  Did  you  receive  the  necessary  clothing  for 
your  company  ?  . 

A,  The  clothing  for  my  company  arrived  at 
Camden,  in  South  Carolina,  during  my  absence 
1  receipted  for  it  at  Charleston,  but  being  ordered 
for  New  Orleans,  and  not  being  able  to  get  it  from 
Camden  in  time,  I  was  obliged  to  sail  for  New 
Orleans,  leaving  it  behind.  After  my  arrival  at 
New  Orleans,  I  wrote  to  the  assistant  military 
agent  at  Charleston,  statins;  the  situation  of  my 
company,  and  requesting  hun  to  forward  on  my 
clotuing.  He  sent  one  cask,  which  I  received  in 
the  month  of  July. 

d.  Was  the  General  attentive  to  the  sick  at 
Terre  au  BoBuf  ? 

A.  He  was  particularly  attentive  to  my  com-, 

riny  5  with  respect  to  the  remainder  of  the  Army, 
cannot  say. 

CI.  Was  your  company  provided  with  quarters 
on  their  arrival  at  New  Orleans? 

A.  They  were  not.  On  my  arrival,  I  reported 
myself  to  the  commanding  officer;  be  referred 
me  to  the  military  agent  for  quarters.  I  went  in 
search  of  the  agent,  but  could  not  find  him.  I 
sent  my  ensign  in  search  of  him;  he  informed 
me  that  he  had  found  the  agent,  who  directed  him 
to  look  out  lor  quarters  wherever  thev  could  be 
procured,  and  he  would  pay  for  them.'  The  en- 
sign accordingly  found  quarters,  and  the  troops 
were  removed  from  the  transport  after  a  deten- 
tion on  board  for  two  or  three  days. 

Q^  From  the  state  of  th«  Army  at  Terre  au 


Boeuf  on  the  20th  of  July,  if  preparattons  bad  im- 
mediately commenced  for  a  removal,  bow  soon 
do  you  believe  a  movement  of  the  Army  up  the 
river  might  have  commenced  ? 

A.  1  am  of  opinion,  that,  if  proper  measores 
had  been  immediately  adopted, a  movemeot  might 
have  been  tiiade  in  nve  or  six  days. 

d.  What  were  the  arrangements  ultimatdj 
adopted  ? 

A.  1  think  the  public  boats  arrived  from  Fort 
Adams  early  in  August.  They  were  at  first  or- 
dered to  be  repaired  by  general  detail,  bat  the  re- 
pairs went  on  slowly  :  about  the  last  of  August 
or  the  beginning  of  September,  they  were  divided 
among  the  commanding  ofiicers  of  corps,  who 
undertook  to  finish  their  repairs,  which  were  soot 
completed.  I  reported  myself  ready  for  moving 
in  two  days  after  receiving  my  boats. 
Washinqton  County,  m. 

On  this  11th  day  of  April,  1810,  appeared  be- 
fore the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said 
county,  Captain  John  Uarrington,  and  made  oath, 
in  due  formof  law,  that  the  foregoing  deposhloas 
and  answers  to  the  interrogatories,  are  just  and 
accurate,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  aud  belief 
DANIEL  RAPINB. 


No.  7. 


Deposition  of  Colonel  Alexander  Parker,  taken  bj  tbe 
Committee  appointed  by  thq  House  of  RepreMOla- 
tives  of  the  United  States,  to  inquire  into  the  causa 
or  causes  of  the  great  mortality,  ia  that  detacfaaeot 
of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  orderied  for  Uw 
defence  of  New  Orlesns. 

January  30,  1809,  I  received  orders  from  Qea- 
etal  Wilkinson,  to  sail  from  Norfolk  to  New  Or- 
leans, and  report  myself,  or  lake  command,  as 
the  rank  of  the  officer  I  found  there  would  josiify. 
On  the  third  of  February,  did  sail  with  iwo 
transport  ships,  with  about  300  troops  on  board; 
arrived  and  took  command  at  New  Orleans,  oa 
the  26th  of  March ;  the  troops  generally  io  fgwd 
health.  The  General  did  not  arrive  until  tbe 
20ih  of  April,  the  command,  of  course,  tbea  de- 
volved on  him. 

A  general  order  was  issued,  on  the  31st  of  Ma?, 
for  the  brigade  quartermaster  to  have  50  axes, 50 
spades,  50  picks,  50  mattocks,  50  hatchets,  6  brief 
scythes,  4  mauls,  4  pair  of  iron  wedges.  12  hand- 
barrows,  and  the  same  quantity  of  rakea,  rcwAj 
for  service  on  Friday  morning. 

On  the  first  June,  shallops  were  ordered  to  be 
in  readiness  to  remove  a  detachment  from  the 
Army,  consisting  of  500  men,  under  the  comiaaad 
of  Major  Pike,  with  fifteen  days'  provisions,  aatf 
all  the  tools  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  ordersyto 
prepare  an  encampment  at  Terre  au  Bceuf  for  the 
reception  of  the  Army,  as  a  geoeral  moveaent 
would  take  place  in  the  course  of  a  week.  Ac- 
cordingly on  the  9ih  the  troops  did  embark,  aad 
proceeded  down  the  river  about  twelve  miles  to 
this  new  encampment.  On  the  11th  a  geaeral 
order  was  issued  at  Terre  au  Boeuf  for  a  ?af  igae 
party  to  be  daily  fur  Dished,  consisting  of  one  §eid 
offi<;er,  two  eaptaioa,  four  subalterua,  eight 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2469 


APPENDIX. 


2470 


Mortality  in  tf^  Troops  at  New  Orledn$. 


geanl!>,  ei^ht  corporals,  and  two  hand  red  privates. 
The  5th  July  I  left  the  encampment  at  Terre  aa, 
BceuF  to  return  to  the  City  of  Washington,  at 
which  time  I.  thinir  there  were  600  soldiers  re* 
turned  on  the  sick  list ;  reference  to  the  Inspect- 
or'8  return  will  ascertain  the  exact  number.  The 
causes  of  su«b  numbers  being  sick  I  attribute  to 
the  following  reasons:  1.  The  impurity  of  the 
waters  of  the  Mississippi,  which  the  soldiers  were 
obliged  to  use  without  bein?  filtered ;  2.  The 
camp  being  mostly  inundated  by  heavy  rains  and 
waters  from  the  Mississippi;  3.  The  s:reat  fatigue 
the  soldiers  underwent  in  reclaiming  that  encamp- 
ment, and  lyinsr  on  the  wet  ground — they  not  be- 
ing furnished  with  a  sufficiency  either  oi  straw  or 
boards ;  4.  The  provisions  that  were  issued  by  the 
Commissary  were  generally  damaged  and  unfit 
for  use ;  5.  The  great  scarcity  of  vegetables^  so 
conducive  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  soldiers 
in  that  warm  cItTnate.  A.  PARKER. 


latarrogatories  pat  to  CdoniDl  Alozander  Parker,  by 
the  Comnuttee  appelated  to  inqaire  into  the  cause 
or  eaotes  of  the  mortality  ia  that  detachment  of  the 
Army  ordered  for  the  dofenco  of  New  Orleans,  with 
his  answers. 

Ctuestion.  What  rank  did  you  hold  in  the  Army 
at  New  Orleans? 

Answer.  I  commanded  the  Arm v  from  the  time 
of  my  ai rival  until  the  arrival  of  General  Wil- 
kinson ;  from  which  time,  until  I  left  the  Army 
at  Terre  au  BoBuf,  I  was  second  in  command.^ 

Q^  What  was  the  condition  of  the  Army  dur- 
ing their  stay  at  New  Orleans,  both  as  it  respects 
their  beahh  and  accommodations? 

A.  The. troops  generally  arrived  there  in  good 
health,  but  sickness  soon  commenced,  and  rap- 
idly increased  among  them.  Their  accommoda- 
tions, as  to  barracks  and  quarters,  were  comfort- 
able; the  provisions — flour,  pork,  and  beef-^were 
generally  bad — of  the  meanest  kind,  and  unfit 
lor  use. 

Q^  Was  there  a  sufficiency  of  sound  and  whole- 
some provisions  in  New  Orleans,  which  might 
have  been  procured  for  the  support' of  the  troops  ? 

A.  There  was  generally  a  supply  in  the  mar- 
ket of  good  and  wholesome  provisions,  pariicu- 
larhr  flour  and  pork. 

€U  Did  the  market  of  New  Orleans  furnish  an 
abundance  of  fresh  provisions  and  v^etables? 

A.  The  fresh  provisions  were  generally  poor, 
the  vegetables  were  abundant. 

^  Did  you  examine  the  site  of  encampment 
at  Terre  au  Boeuf  before  the  troops  removed  there? 

A.  I  had  passed  b)r  the  place  in  going  up  the 
rtFer.  but  never  examined  with  a  view  to  an  en- 
campment. 

Ct.  Were  you  op  any  other  of  the  officers,  within 
yoar  knowledge,  ever  consulted  as  to  the  propri- 
ety of  fixing  on  Terre  au  BoBuf  as  the  place  of 
encampment? 

A.  1  was  not,  nor  do  1  believe  that  any  of  the 
officers  were. 

Q^  Did  you  consider  Terre  au  Bceuf  as  an  eli- 
gible position  for  an  encampment,  with  a  view  to 


the  defence  of  New  Orleans,  if  the  position  had 
been  a  healthy  one? 

.  A.  The  position  is  not  a  military  one,  but  it  is 
as  muoh  so  as  any  other  in  that  low  country. 

Q,,  Do  you  believe  a  healthy  situation  mijfht 
have  been  selected  in  the  high  lands,  and  which 
would  have  been  equally  or  more  advantageous 
with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  New  Orleans? 
'  A.  I  believe  the  situation  of  the  present  en- 
camptnent  at  Washington  may  be  considered,  as 
a  military  position^  in  every  point  of  view,  more 
eligible  and  better  calculated  for  the  defence  of 
NewOrleana  than  Terre  au  Boeuf,  or  any  other  in 
that  country,  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Uni* 
ted  States.  I  have  many  reasons  for  thinking  so, 
nmon^  which  the  following  may  be  consiidered  as 
the  principal:  an  invading  army  landing  on  the 
Mobile  and  taking  possession  of  the  heights  of  the 
Mississippi  could  easily  cut  off  all  supplies  from 
New  Orleans,  and,  with  a  small  naval  force  at  the 
mouth.of  the  Mis8i&sip|[)i,  would  block  up  the  low 
country  so  completely  as  to  render  it  wholly  im- 
possible for  an  army  to  subsist  there.  The  health 
of  the  troops  would  be  much  better  preserved,  and 
they  could  at  any  time  move  down  the  river  in 
three  days  with  great  facility  in  case  of  necessity. 

Ct.  Do  you  recollect  whether  any  opinions  were 
expressed  among  the  officers,  previous  to  the  re* 
rooval  at  Terre  an  BoBuf,  relative  to  the  superior 
advantages  of  the  upp^r  country  over  that  posi- 
tion, and  whether  those  opinions  were  commu- 
nicated to  the  General  ? 

An  The  officers  frequently  conversed  among 
themselves  on  that  subject,  but  I  do  not  know  that 
they  communicated  their  opinions  to  (he  General. 
I  pointed  out  the  advantages  which  I  conceived 
the  upper  country  possessed  to  the  General.  He 
replied  that  he  was  fully  apprized  of  the  situa- 
tion, but  that  he  was  limited  in  his  orders, and 
could  not  leave  New  Orleans  uncovered. 

Ct.  Do  you  recollect  whether  any  opinions  were 
expressed  among  the  officers,  while  at  Terre  an 
Boeuf,  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  troops  up  the 
river,  and  whether  those  opinions  were  commu- 
nicated to  the  General,  and  at  what  time? 

A.  They  were  daily  expressing  such  a  wish 
jto  me,  and  often  desired  me  to  communicate  their 
wishes  to  the  General,  and  press  him  for  a  remo- 
val. 1  did  mention  to  the  General,  about  the 
last  of  June  or  the  first  of  July,  the  necessity  of 
removing  the  troops  from  that  encampment  to  the 
upper  country.  His  reply  was  nearly  similar  to 
the  one  he  gave  me  before — that  he  was  restricted 
in.  his  powers,  and  could  not  leave  New  Orleans 
uncovered. 

Q,,  When  you  left  the  encampment,  were  the 
troops  regularly  paid  up? 

A.  According  to  the  best  of  my  recoUectioOi 
there  was  no^  more  than  two  months'  pay  due 
the  troops  generally  when  I  left  there* 

R.  Do  you  know  whether  the  Paymaster  at 
New  Orleans  had  funds  in  his  bauds  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  troops? 

A.  He  informed  me,  some  time  in  the  month 
of  June,  that  he  had  received  a  draft,  and  bad 
funds  in  his  hands.    He  had  been  in  a  very  low. 
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state  of  health  for  some  thne,  and  remaioed  so 
when  I  left  there,  which  disabled  him  from  traas^ 
acting  anjr  kiod  of  business. 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  the  fatigue  parties  were 
too  large  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the  Army, 
a&d  that  the  excessive  fatigue  thereby  imposed 
on  the  troops  contributed  very  much  to  increase 
the  sickness  and  deaths? 

A.  It  is  my  opinion  that  the  details  for  fatigue 
and  camp  duty  were  much  too  great  for  the  well 
part  of  the  troops  to  perform,  and  that  it  was  one 
great  clause  of  the  mortality. 

^  Were  the  ditches  and  othev  improvements 
made  in  the  camp  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
aecommudaiton  of  the  troops? 

A.  They  were  certainly  of  greatserviceindraki- 
ing  the  ground,  and  making  it  more  dry  an<l  com- 
fortable. 

€t  Do  vou  think  the  work  dooe  by  the  troops 
rendered  the  land  more  valuable  to  the  proprietor  ? 

A.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  its  value  was 
improved  bv  draining  and  clearing  it. 

Qt.  In  what  state  did  ydu  ftad  the  ground  in- 
tended  for  the  encampment  ? 

A.  The  ground  o&  which  the  right  wing  of  the 
Army  was  encamped  had  once  been  cleared,  but 
was  covered  with  brambles  and  underwood.  On 
the  left  it  was  a  perfect  bosfi  and  uncleared. 

Q^  Was  there  time  sufBcient  for  the  camp- 
forming  party,  under  Major  Pike,  to  have  com- 
pleted the  preparation^  for  encampment  previous 
to  the  removal  of  the  main  body  to  Terre  au  BoBof? 

A.  I  think  there  was  not.  He  moved  with  his 
party  on  the  first  June,  and  the  main  body  moved 
OB  the  ninth.  It  would  have  taken  the  party 
vnder  his  command  a  month  or  six  weeks  to  put 
the  ground  in  any  tolerable  order. 

d.  Was  not  the  place  chosen  for  encampmeiH 
■itich  infested  with  mosquitoes,  &c. 
^  A.  It  was.  The  mosquitoes,  gnats,  and  rep- 
tiles, were  so  numerous  as  to  be  very  distressing 
to  the  men,  and  were  a  great  aggravation  of  their 
other  suffer inffs. 

^  Were  the  troops  supplied  with  the  neoes- 
sarv  hospital  stores? 

A.  They  were  not ;  and  the  troops  suflhred 
much  in  consequence  of  the  want  of;  them.  Many 
of  the  men  died  without  having  i^Bceived  any  aid 
from  hospital  stores. 

^  Was  it  hot  within  the  power  of  the  Gen- 
oral  to  order  the  military  agent  to  furnish  the 
accessary  hospital  stores  and  other  supplies  for 
the  use  of  the  troops  ? 

A.  The  Oeneral  may  at  all  times  draw  on  the 
nititary  agent  for  any  quantity  of  stores  that  may 
be  found  necessary  for  the  use  of  the  troops. 

d.  Do  you  know  whether  the  military  agf  nt 
liad  funds  in  his  hands  to  meet  such  drafts  ? 

A.  About  the  last  of  April  he  had  considera- 
ble funds  in  his  hands.  I  cannot  say  what  hts 
disbursements  were  after  that  period. 

d.  What  were  the  most  prevalent  diseases  in 
the  Army  while  you  were  there? 

At  Dysenteries  and  diarrhoBa.  These  disor- 
ders were  increased  by  the  dampneaCs  of  the  ground 
oa  which  the  troops  were  encamped. 


Q;.  Were  the  waters  of  the  Misaiaaippi  conaii* 
ered  as  wholesome  ? 

A.  When  filtered  the  water  is  considered  as 
wholesome;  bat,  in  the  state  in  which  tbo  meo 
were  obliged  to  use  it,  it  waa  considered  by  oied- 
ical  men  as  very  unwliolesome. 

d*  Could  not  the  men  have  been  supplied  wiik 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  filtered  water? 

A.  A  sufficient  quantity  of  filteriagatoneac^nU 
not  have  been  had,  but  a  good  substitote  might 
have  been  found  ia  sand  or  charcoal. 

d>  Were  the  sentries  provided  with  tbo  iieee*- 
sary  shelters  to  preserve  them  from  tbo  effocta  af 
the  sun,  rain,  and  dews  ? 

A.  They  were  not^doringmystay  there.  Theto 
were  seotiaeis  who  fell  on  their  posts  from  tko 
effects  of  the  sun,  or  other  cause,  aiid  eatfured  vorf 
suddenly. 

QU  Is  it  your  opinion  that  a  sufficient  nnoahci 
of  boats  could  atany  time  have  been  proearod  at 
New  Orleans  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  the 
troops  up  the  river? 

A.  At  all  times  a  number  of  boau  laiiplit  baoa 
been  procured,  but  whether  in  sufficient  nambers 
to  have  removed  all  the  troops  at  onee,  I  am  not 
able  to  say. 

Q^  Is  It  your  opinion  that  the  troops  aught 
have  been  encamped  on  the  plains  of  the  Faax- 
bourg  St.  Mary,  and  that,  it  they  had  beee  so 
encamped,  their  situation  woold  have  been  oaore 
eligible  than  it  was  at  Terre  au  Bmuf  ? 

A.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  tke  groaad 
would  not  have  been  sufficiently  extenaive  for  an 
encampment.  If  it  would,  it  poaaeosed  oMny  ad- 
vantages, such  as  its  being  drier,  and  tke  iacility 
of  procuring  vegetables  and  other  nece^^rj  asp* 
plies ;  but  I  am  under  the  impression,  thai,  from 
Its  vicinity  to  the  town,  it  would  have  beoa  iaa- 
possible  to  have  restrained  the  men,  and  preveDlc4  ' 
them  from  entering  into  all  the  vicea  oomttoa  ia 
lame  towns. 

d.  Was  the  police  of  the  caiiH>  Mich  aa  to  keif 
it  sufficiently  clean? 

>A.  The  police  officera  were  aufficiefttlf  atriet, 
but  tbe  low  situation  of  the  ground  ca«aed  a  fre- 
quent overflowing  of  the  ainks.  and  produoed  a 
very  great  stench,  which  was  extremelf  oienaive 
throughout  the  camp. 

d*  In  the  state  in  which  the  Amj  waa^  at 
.T«rre  an  Bmnf,  do  yon  believe  it  could  have  miide 
any  serious  opposition  against  even  a  amali  invad- 
ing force? 

A.  It  is  my  opinion  that  our  troopa  were  so 
emaciate  and  reduced  by  sickness,  the  elioowte, 
and  the  want  of  proper  nooriahmeot,  that  they 
could  have  made  but  a  very  feeble  opposiiioa 
against  even  a  small  military  in  good  health  and 
well  organized. 

.d*'  Were  the  mosquito  bars  or  nota  ; 
for  the  troops,  pariicalarly  for  theaick,  aodi 
ihev  provided  ? 

A.  Nets  were  absolutely  neceaaarf  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  Army.  When  I  i^t  that 
country  a  few  nets  were  provided  for  tbe  aiek  at 
the  New  Orleans  Hospital.  I  was  inforaaed  by 
tbe  miliury  agent,  that  ho  either  had  in  hand  tea 
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fhoa!i«nd  dollm  for  the  purpose  of  purehasing 
mosquito  nets,  or  that  he  was  orderei!  b^  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  to  provide  for  the  Army  at  New 
Orleaos,  to  the  amoaot  of  ten  thoosaod  dollars: 

Qi.  What  was  the  priee  of  mosc^uito  nets? 

A.  Qood  nets  fbr  the  soldiers  might  hare  been 
parchaited  for  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents. 

d.  Did  any  eaase  or  causes  exist,  within  your 
knowledffe,  to  impo9e  an  impeilotts  duty  on  the 
commander  to  encamp  in  the  rictnity  of  New 
Orleans? 

A.  None  within  my  knowledge. 

Or.  Were  there  any  symptoms  of  discontent 
manifested  at  New  Orleans,  which  could  require 
the  detention  of  the  Army  at  Terre  au  B<Buf? 

A.  The  citizens  of  New  Orleans  were  peace- 
able, and  appeared  to  be  well  disposed  to  the 
€k»yernment.  I  heard  of  no  dissatisfaction,  nor 
murmurs  of  any  kind. 

Q.^  Did  anj  reasonable  apprehension  exist,  from 
the  influx  ot  refugees  from  Cuba,  that  could  re- 
quire the  presence  of  an  Army? 

A.  No  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  I 
beard  of.    I  had  none. 

Q.  Admitting  that  symptoms  of  discontent  had 
^en  manifested,  would  not  an  encampment  of 
the  Army  in  the  high  lands  have  given  to  the 
Government  the  surest  and  moH  certain  means 
of  overthrowing  anvthiog  like  opposition? 

A.  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion,  that,  as  a  mili- 
tary position,  the  high  lands,  in  every  point  of 
view,  may  be  considered  as  the  most  eligible  for 
the  protection  and  defence  of  New  Orleans^  and 
Chat  the  encampment  of  the  Army  in  the  higher 
eountry  would  afford  the  most  certain  means  of 
quelling  anything  like  Opposition  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Q. ;  Were  you  informed  that  an  order  bad  been 

Sven  bv,  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  30th  of 
pril,  1809,  for  the  removal  of  the  troops  to  the 
rear  of  Fort  Adams,  or  Natchex  ? 

A.  I  heard  of  no  such  order,  nor  was  informa- 
tion of  such  an  order  communicated  to  the  Army* 

€t*  Is  it  not  customary  for  the  commanding 
^oer  of  an  army  to  consult  his  officers  of  hi|;h- 
est  rank  upon  matters  of  importance,  respecting 
the  disposition  of  the  army  under  his  command  ? 

A.  It  is. 

On  this  14th  day  of  April,  1810,  appeared  be- 
fore the  subscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  Wash- 
ington county,  Colonel  Alexander  Parker,  and 
made  oath,  in  due  form  of  law,  that  the  foregoing 
deposition,  and  answers  to  interrogatories,  are  just 
and  accurate,  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and 
belief.    Sworn  before  DAN.  RAPINE. 


No.  8. 
Intenogatories  pot  ta  Captain  B.  Williams,  by  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  inqnirs  into  the  cause  or  causes 
of  the  great  mortality  in  that  detachment  of  the  Army 
ordered  lor  Ihe  defence  of  New  Orieans,  with  his 


Question.  What  rank  did  you  hold  in  the  Army 
Ml  New  Orleai)s? 
Aaswen  I  held  the  rank  of  isaptaio,  and  acted 


as  an  aid-de-carap  to  Gkoeral  Wilkinsoa^  from 
the  16tb  January,  1809,  to  the  30th  June  follow- 
ing.  I  arrived  at  New  Orleans  on  the  19th  April, 
1809.  , 

Q^  What  was  the  condition  of  the  Arm.y  dnr^ 
ing  their  stay  at  New  Orleans,  both  as  it  respected 
their  health  and  accommodations? 

A.  The  accommodations  were  good  and  com* 
for  table.  Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  troops, 
the^  were  afflicted  with  diarrhoea,  supposed  to  be 
owinff  to  the  laedicinal  properties  of  the  water. of 
the  Mississippi.  The  water  generally  produeee 
such  effects  on  strangers.  The  sickness  increased 
during  the  continuance  of  the  troops  at  New 
Orleans. 

Q^  Was  there  a  sufficiency  of  sound  and  whole- 
some provisions  at  New  Orleans,  "which  might 
have  been  procured  for  the  support  of  the  troops? 

A.  No  doubt  but  that  a  sufficiency  of  sdund  and 
wholesome  provisions  might  have  been  purchased 
there  at  any  time. 

Q^  What  was  the  quality  of  the  provisions  fur- 
nished the  army? 

A.  Whilst  at  New  Orleans  I  was  uninformed 
of  anything  relating  to  this  question,  as  1  then 
acted  as  an  aid-de-camp  to  the  commander  of 
the  Army.  When  I  took  my  atation  in  the  Ihie, 
I  had  freouent  occasion  to  complain  of  the  pro- 
visions ;  they  were  often  unfit  for  use ;  our  com- 
plaints were  known  to  the  Qeneral.  In  some 
instances  the  provisions  were  condemned,  and 
others  purchased  by  order  of  the  Qeneral.  One 
hundred  barrels  of  flour  were  purchased  by  the 
Qeneral. 

d.  Do  you  believe  a  healthy  situation  might 
have  been  selected  in  the  high  lands,  and  which 
would  have  been  equally,  or  more  advantageous 
with  a  view  to  the  defence  of  New  Orleans  ? 

A.  A  more  healthv  situation  might  have  been 
selected  in  the  high  lands,  but  not  so  eligible  foi 
the  defence  of  New  Orleans. 

Q^  Are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  country 
above  New  Orleans,  and  the  positions  best  calcU* 
lated  for  military  sites  ? 

A.  1  am  not. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  aav  opinions 
were  expressed  among  the  officers,  while  at  Terre 
au  Boeuf^  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  troops 
up  the  nr&t,  and  whether  those  opinions  were 
communicated  to  the  Qeneral,  and  at  what  time  t 

A.  The  officers  frequently  expressed  opinions 
in  favor  of  a  removal  to  the  high  country.  Their 
opinions  were  known  to  the  Qeneral. 

Qi.  Were  the  troops  regularlv  paid  ? 

A.  They  were  not  reffularly  paid.  When  I 
left  the  detachment  at  Wanhington,  Mississippi 
Territory,  on  the  27th  of  November,  the  regi- 
ment to  which  I  was  atuched  had  arrears  due 
for  five  months. 

Qi.  Do  you  think  the  fhtigue  parties  were  too 
large,  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the  Army, 
and  that  the  excessive  fatigue  thereby  imposed 
on  the  troops  contributed  very  much  to  increase 
the  sickness  and  deaths  ? 

A.  I  do  think  they  were. 

Q,.  Were  the  ditches,  and  other  improvemeota 
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made  in  the  camp,  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  troops  ? 

A.  Ditches  were  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
comfort  of  the  troops;  the  ditches  made  were 
unnecessarily  large  ror  a  temporary  cantonm.ent. 

Q^  Do  you  think  that  the  work  done  by  the 
troops  rendered  the  land  more  valuable  to  the 
proprietor? 

A.  1  do ;  inasmuch  as  it  rendered  a  portion  of 
the  land  on  which  we  encamped  €t  for  cultiva- 
tion, which  land,  previous  to  our  encampment, 
was,  in  its  primitive  state,  wet  and  marshy. 

CI.  In  what  slate  did  you  find  the  ground  in- 
tended for  encampment? 

A..  Part  of  it  had  been  cultivated,  but  was  over- 
sown with  weeds  and  brush ;  the  remainder  was 
in  its  primitive  state — low,  wet,  and  marshy, 
which,  when  ditched  and  cleared,  became  dry. 

Q^  Was  there  time  suflScient  for  the  camp- 
forming  party,  under  Major  Pike,  to  have  com- 
pleted the  preparations  for  encampment,  previous 
to  the  removal  of  the  main  body  to  Terre  au 
Bceuf? 

A.  I  do  not  think  the  time  was  sufficient. 
When  the  main  body  of  the  Armjr  arrived,  more 
than  half  of  the  work  was  to  be  done. 

d.  Was  not  this  place  chosen  for  encampment 
much  infested  with  mosquitoes,  dec 

A.  Yes,  it  was;  but  not  more  so  than  that 
country  generally  is. 

Q^  Were  the  troops  supplied  with  the  neces- 
sary hospital  stores  ? 

A.  The  troops  were,  in  my  opinion,  at  no  time 
sufficiently  supplied  with  hospital  stores. 

CL  What  Were  the  most  prevalent  diseases  in 
the  Army  while  you  were  there? 

A^  Dysenteries^  bilious  fevers,  agues  and  fevers, 
and  the  scurvy, 

d.  Could  not  the  men  have  been  supplied  with 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  filtered  water  ? 

A.  The  men  could  have  been  supplied  with  a 
avfficient  quantity  of  filtered  water;  the  means 
of  filtering  it  being  in  abundance. 

d.  Were  the  sentries  provided  with  the  neces- 
sary shelters  to  preserve  them  from  the  efStcXs  of 
the  sun,  rain,  and  dews? 

A.  The  sentries  were  at  no  time  properly  pro- 
tected from  the  weather;  about  the  middle  of 
July,  sheds  were  erected,  but  they  afforded  little 
protection. 

d.  Is^  it  your  opinion  that  a  sufficient  number 
of  boats  could  have  been  procured,  at  any  time, 
at  New  OrMns  for  the  purpose  of  convey  mg  ihe 
troops  up  the  river? 

A.  Comfortable  boats  could  have  been  pro- 
cured, at  any  time,  at  New  Orleans  for  the  con- 
veyance of  the  troops. 

€1.  Is  it  your  opmion  that  the  troops  might 
have  been  encamped  on  the  plains  of  the  Faux- 
bourg  St.  Mary,  and  that,  if  they  had  been  so 
encamped,  their  situation  would  have  been  mere 
eliffible  than  it  was  at  Terre  au  Bceuf? 

A.  I  do  not  think  they  could  have  been  en- 
camped there  so  advantageously  as  at  Terre  au 
BoBuf,  the  vicinity  to  New  Orleans  tempting  the 
man  to  disaipation  and  other  vices. 


d.  Was  the  police  of  the  camp  such  aa  to  keep 
it  sufficiently  cl«an  ? 

A.  The  detail  for  police  was  suffieient,  and  the 
camp  kept  as  clean  as  the  nature  of  the  gfooad 
would  admit;  the  frequent  rains  caosing  the 
sinks  to  overflow  contributed  to  the  disemses  of 
the  camp. 

d.  In  the  state  in  which  the  Army  was  it 
Terre  au  Boeuf,  do  you  believe  it  could  have 
made  any  serioits  opposition  against  a  small  ia- 
vading  force? 

A.  The  extreme  disease  of  our  camp  wooM 
have  made  it  impossible  for  us  efiicieotly  to  op- 
pose even  a  small  force. 

d.  Were  mosquito  bars  or  nets  aecexsary  foe 
the  troops,  particularly  the  sick,  and  were  they 
provided? 

I  consider  mosquito  bars  absolutely  neeesaary 
for  both  the  sick  and  the  well.  A  few  were  tap- 
plied,  at  a  late  season,  for  the  sick. 

d  Did  any  cause  or  causes  exist,  within  yon 
knowledge,  to  impose  an  imperious  duty  oa  the 
commander  to  encamp  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
Orleans  ? 

A.  I  do  not  know  any  cause  why  the  troopi 
were  kept  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Orleans.  The 
idea  generally  prevailed  among  the  officers  that 
it  was  in  conformity  to  the  wishes  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

d*  Were  there  anv  symptons  of  discooieat 
manifested  at  New  Orleans  which  would  reqaire 
the  detention  of  the  Army  at  Terre  au  £<eof  ? 

A.  1  know  of  none  that  could  req^uire  the  de- 
tention of  the  whole  detachment.  In -my  opiaiae 
it  Was  politic  to  leave  a  small  portion  of  uie  Army 
there,  as  the  influx  of  people  from  Cuba  excited 
disquiet  in  the  towb. 

d.  Were  you  informed  that  an  order  had  been 
given  by  the  Secretary  of  War,  on  the  ^Oib  of 
April  1809,  for  the  removal  of  the  troops  to  tke 
rear  of  Fort  Adams,  or  Natchez  ? 

A.  I  knew  of  no  order  for  the  removal  of  the 
troops  until  about  the  20th  of  August,  180d. 

In  addition  to  the  interrogatories  put  by  the 
committee,  it  may  he  proper  to  add,  that,  on  or 
about  the  1st  of  September,  the  troops  were 
ordered  by  General  James  Wilkinson  to  prepare 
for  a  removal  to  the  high  lands  up  the  Hver  Mis- 
sissippi. The  troops  left  Terre  au  Bosof  by  de- 
tachments, between  the  Sih  and  18th  of  Septem- 
ber. On  the  20th  they  were  concentrated  opposite 
New  Orleans;  many  of  the  boats  furnished  for 
our  conveyance  were  found  to  be  in  a  leakjr  con- 
dition, some  few  totally  unfit  for  service.  On  the 
23d  we  baited  about  a  mile  above  the  city  to  re- 
pair, and  in  order  to  remove  such  of  the  sick  to 
the  hospital  at  New  Orleans  as  were  too  ill  to  he 
moved.  Many  were  forced  to  proceed  froa  a 
want  of  room  in  the  hospital,  and  who  might 
have  been  recovered  could  they  have  bad  test  and 
comfortable  lodgings.  At  no  time  'wma  there  a 
sufficiency  of  hospital  stores  durtag  oar  roote. 
Our  surgeons  often  complained  of  a  want  of  the 
proper  medicines,  and  such  as  they  bad  frequently 
proved  inefficacious,  as  the  sick  were  necctwily 
exposed  to  the  heat  of  the  sub,  and  the  hemvy 
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iffws  at  piffht,  tof^etber  With  ererjr  variety  of 
weather*  Straw  Dot  beiDsr  furnishedL  as  ex- 
pressiT  ordered  by  the  War  Department,' the  sick 
abd  the  well  lay  on  the  srouod  with  a  single 
blanket.  The  sufferings  of  the  men  may  be  bet- 
ter imagined  than  related.  The  number  of  sick 
continued  to  increase;  deaths  became  more  nu- 
merous. At  Point  Coupee  it  was  judged  neces- 
*sary  to  establish  an  hospital,  in  which  were  left 
the  most  dangerous  of  our  sick,  (who,  for  their 
necessaries  and  epmforts,  were  dependent  on  the 
charity  of  the  officers,  as  the  detachments  were 
Withoat  public  funds.)  in  number  about  one  hun- 
dred. At  Fort  Adams  a  similar  step  was  found 
necessary.  As  the  diseases  of  the  climate  affected 
all,  we  were  often  deprived  of  the  seryices  of  our 
surgeons,  and  men  were  known  to  die  without 
the  smallest  medical  assistance.  The  troops 
arrived  at  Natchez  about  the  first  of  November, 
and  were  immediately  removed  to  Washington, 
where,  the  chansre  or  air  was  soon  observed  to 
have  a  happy  effect  on.  the  health  of  the  men. 
General  Wilkinson  was  generally  attentive  to 
the  sick,  particularly  to  my  company. 

WM.  E.  WILLIAMS, 
Captain  6th  Hegitnent  Infantry, 

Di8T«ic*r  OP  Columbia, 

City  of  Wa^hingtony  April  10, 1810. 
Captain  William  B.  Williams  made  oath  be- 
fore me  that  the  foregoing  i^tatement,  in  answer 
to  the  queries  put  to  him,  is  true,  and  so  far  as  he 
states  it  to  have  beea  derived  from  the  informa- 
tion of  others,  he  believe  it  to  be  true. 

DANIEL  RAPINE. 

No.  9. 
Interrogatories  pot  to  Lieutenant  Enos  Cutler,  by  the 
Committee  appeintcd  to  inquire  into  the  cause  or 
causes  of  the  great  mortality  in  that  detachment  of 
the  Army  appointed  for  the  defence  of  New  Orleans, 
with  his  answers. 

duestion.  What  rank  did  you  hold  in  the 
Army? 

Answer.  First  lieutenant  in  the  seventh  regi- 
ment of  infantry. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  the  Armyl 

A.  I  have  been  in  service  since  the  third  of 
May,  1808. 

Ct  At  what  time  did  you  arrive  at  New  Or- 
leans? 

A.  I  arrived  there  on  the  last  day  of  March» 
1800. 

d.  What  was  the  condition  of  the  Armyduring 
tbeir  stay  at  New  Orleans,  both  as  it  respects 
I  heir  health  and  accommodations? 

A.  After  we  arrived  at  New  Orleans  the  dys- 
entery soon  became  very  prevalent  among  the 
troops.  The  accommodations  were  good.  The 
company  under  my  command  (the  captain  befing 
sick  and  absent)  arrived  in  good  healthy  but  soon 
became  sickly,  and  six  or  seven  men  died  before* 
we  removed  to  Terre  au  BcBuf. 

€1*  What  was  the  quality  of  the  provisions  with 
which  the  troops  were  supplied  while  at  New 
Orleans? 


A.  Our^  meat  was  good ;  the  flour  sometimes 
good,  and  sometimes  bad. 

d.  Was  there  a  sufficiency  of  sound  and  who!e» 
some  provisions  in  New  Orleans,  which  might 
have  been  procured  for  the  support  of  the  troops  T 

A.  I  knew  very  little  respecting  the  state  of  the 
provisions  in  the  market  at  New  Orleans,  but  I 
do  not  think  that  a  supply  of  ^ood  flour  could  at 
all. times  have  been  had. 

d  Did  the  market  of  New  Orleans  furnish  a 
sufficient  supply  of  fr^sh  provisions  and  ve^pe* 
tables?  ^ 

A.  It  furnhhed*  I  believe,  at  all  times,  a  suf- 
ficient supply  of  vegetables,  but  whether  a  suf- 
ficiency of  fresh  provisioiis  could  at  all  times  haVe 
been  had,  I  cannot  say. 

d.  At  what  time  did  you  remove  from  New 
Orleans  to  Terre  au  Boeuf  ? 

A,  It  was  on  the  third  day  of  June.  I  went 
with  the  first  detachment,  under  the  command  of 
Maior  pike. 

d  In  what  condition  did  yon  find  the  ground 
allotted  for  the  encampment? 

A.  The  ground  oh  the  right  was  dry  and  cov- 
ered with  weeds ;  towards  the  left  it  was  lower, 
and  somewhat  wet,  and  covered  with  brush,  black- 
berry bushes,  dbc.  The  party  under  Major  Pike 
encamped  on  the  right,  and,  when  the  other  troops 
came  down,  the  line  was  extended  to  the  lef^. 

d  At  what  time  did  the  main, body  of  the 
troops  arrive  at  Terre  au  BoBuf,  and  was  the  en- 
campment prepared  for  their  reception  ? 

A.  I  believe  it  was  eight  or  ten  days  after  our 
arrival.  The  ground  was  as  well  prepared  as  the 
time  would  admit. 

d  How  long  after  their  ahival  was  it  before  the 
troops  were  provided  with  flooring  in  their  tents  ? 

A.  They  were  provided  immediately  after  the 
arrival  of  th^  main  bodv ;  the  boats  in  which 
they  descended  were  broken  up  for  that  purpose. 

d  Was  the  place  at  which  the  troops  were 
encamped  much  infested  by  mosquitoee  ? 

A.  It  was,  like  the  rest  of  that  country,  very 
much  infested  by  them. 

d  Were  the  troops  sopplied  with  the  necessary 
hospital  stores  and  medicines? 

A.  1  heard  no  complaint  for  the  want  of  medi« 
cine,  but  there  was  a  want  of  hospital  stores. 

d  Do  you  not  suppose  the  fatigue  parties  were 
too  large  in  proportion  to  the  strength  of  the 
Army,  and  that  the  fatigue  thereby  imposed  on 
the  troops  tended  to  increase  the  sickness  and 
deaths  ? 

A.  On  our  first  arrival  the  fatigue  parties  were 
large ;  they  were  afterwards  reduced.  I  do  not 
know  that  the  sickn^s  or  deaths  were  increased 
by  the  fatigue. 

d  At  what  timcwere  the  fatigue  parties  re- 
duced ? 

A.  1  cannot  remember. 

d  Were  the  sentries  provided  with  the  aeces-. 
sary  shelter  to  protect  them  from  the  sun,  raini 
and  dews? 

A.  Yes,  they  were  provided  with  shelters  cov- 
ered with  palmettoes,  sufficiently  tight  to  protect 
them  from  common  rains. 
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Q.  At  what  time  were  they  so  provided  ? 

A.  1  think  it  was  probably  towards  the  last  of 
Ji]ly>  but  1  am  not  certaiD  as  to  the  time. 

Q^  What  was  the  quality  of  the  pfovisioos 
with  which  the  troops  were  supplied  while  en- 
camped at  Terre  au  coeuf  ? 

A.  Our  meat  was  generally  fresh,  and  gene- 
rally good;  our  flour  sometimes  bad.  A  pur- 
chase of  flour  was  once  made  by  order  of  .the 
Oeneral,  in  consequence  bf  the  failure  of  ihe  con- 
tractor to  supply  the  trobps. 

Q^  Was  the  police  of  the  camp  such  as  to  Jceep 
ii  siifiiciently  clean? 

'  A.  Great  attention  was  paid  to  the  police  of 
the  camp  by  the  officers,  but  the  troops  being  new, 
the  camp  did  not  preserve  that  clean  appearance 
which  a  camp  of  old  soldiers  probably  would. 

Q^  Were  the  ditches  which  were  made  by  the 
Army  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
troops?    A.  I  conceived  them  to  be  so. 

Q,.  Po  you  recollect  whether  any  opinions 
were  expressed  among  the  officers  while  at  Terre 
au  Boeur,  in  favor  of  the  removal  of  the  troops  up 
the  river,  and  whether  those  opinions  were  com- 
municated to  the  Greneral,  and  at  what  time? 

A.  There  were  opinions  of  that  kind  expressed, 
and  t  believe  they  were  communicated  to  the 
General  early  in  July. 

d.  Were  the  troops  well  clothed  while  at 
Terre  au  Bosuf  ? 

A.  My  company  had  received  their  year's 
clothjn^i  which  year  did  not  expire  with  those 
first  enlisted,  until  the  first  .of  July,  but,  being 
new  recruits,  their  clothing  had  become  much 
worn ;  and  I  believe  this  was  the  case  with  the 
troops  generally.  Some  clothing  was  drawn  in 
advance,  by  some  of  the  officers,  while  at  Terre 
mo  Bosuf. 

d.  Do  you  conceive  that  Terre  au  Bo&uf  is 
the  most  eligible  place  in  that  country  for  an  en- 
campment? 

A.  J  believe  it  was  as  nluch  so  as  any  place  in 
the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans. 

d.  What  were  the  diseases  with  which  the 
troops  were  afflicted  while  at  Terre  au  Boeuf  ? 

A.  The  dysentery  continued ;  in  addition  to 
which,  they  were  afflicted  with  ague  and  fever, 
fever,  and  a  disorder  in  the  mouth,  which  was 
called  by  some  physicians  the  ^turvy,  and  by 
others,  by  some  other  name. 

d.  Were  the  troops  regularly  paid  ? 

A.  The  law  provides  that,  in  ordinary  cases^ 
the  troops  shall  be  paid  every  two  months.  We 
were  paid  in  New  Orleans,  up  to  the  last  of 
April ;  and  in  August  we  were  paid  up  to  the 
last  of  June.  At  Washincrt^^n  we  were  paid  in 
January  up  to  the  last  of  December. 

d-  At  what  time  did  you  hear  that  the  Gene- 
ral had  received  orders  to  remove  the  troops  up 
the  river? 

A.  I  did  not  hear  it  until  a  short  time  before 
we  removed. 

d*  Could  boats  have  been  procured  at  New 
Orleans  sufficient  to  convey  the  troops  to  Fort 
Adams  or  Natchez,  at  any  time  between  the  14th 
of  June  and  the  10th  of  September  ? 


A.  I  doubt  whether  a  apfficieiit  nmnbar  aC 
boats  could  have  been^  procured,  at  any  one  tiae, 
to  convey  the  whole  of  the  troops  at  once. 

d.  How  many  men  died  out  of  your  tarn* 
pany  while  at  Terre  au  Bqpuf? 

A.  One  man  only,  and  he  went  sick  froia  New 
Orleans  to  that  place.  ^ 

d.  How  many  men  had  you  flrenerally  fit  (m 
duty  in  your  company,  while  at  Terre  ao  B<Baf1 

A.  The  report  of  duty-men  arose  from  twelve, 
when  we  fim  arrived  there,  up,  I  believe^  as  kigh 
as  twenvy-six,  about  the  last  of  June.  Id  Jwy 
they  became  sickly  again,  and,  for  some  time  be- 
fore we  left  the  encampment,  we  did  not  report 
more  than  aine  or  ten. 

ENOS  CUTIJSR,  Ut  UevL 
Wa^hinoton  County,  «9. 

On  this  24th. diiy  of  April,  1810,  before  tke 
sqbscriber,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  oonoty, 
appeared  Enos  Cutler,  and  made  oath,  to  dae 
form,  that  the  facts  stated  ia  the  foregoing  aii- 
davit  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowlc^ffe. 

DANIEL  RAPlfUL 


No.  10. 


Deposition  of  Captain  Ninian  Pinkney,  m  llie  tat 
lament  of  iafantry,  taken  by  the  Committee  of  tbs 
House  of  Representatives  pf  the  United  State*,  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  cause  or  causes  of  tke 
great  mortality  in  that  detadiment  of  the  Arsiy  of 
the  United  States  ordered  for  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans. 

I  have  been  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States 
sjnce  February,  1801. 

I  was  appointed  brigade  inspector,  and  ordered 
to  New  Orleans,  where  I  arrived  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1809. 

The  public  buildings  not  beinff -saffieieBt  for 
the  accommadation  of  hot  a  small  proportkm  of 
the  troops  which  had  arrived,  and  was  daily  arri- 
ving, they  were  quartered  in  all  parts  of  the  city 
and  fauxbourgs,  in  comfortable  houses.  The 
sick  reports  soon  became  very  considerable ;  and 
)  understood  the  diseases  to  be  chiefly  the  dysen- 
tery, which  attacks  all  strangers,  and  of  which  a 
number  of  the  men  died.  The  provisioas  issued 
to  the  troops  were  salted  pork  and  beef,  bread, 
and  flour,  which  I  have  understood  was  not  of 
the  best  quality;  nor  do  I  believe, good  floor  or 
fresh  beef,  in  large  quantities,  could  have  been 
procured  in  the  country. 

A  detachment  of  troops,  under  the  commaad 
of  Major  Pike,  left  New  Orleaa^i  on  the  3d  of 
June,  for  Terre  au  BoBuf^  to  prepare  the  ground 
for  an  encampment,,  and  the  remainder  of  the 
Army  went  down  on  the  9th  aad  10th  of  the 
same  month:  at  which  time  I  went,  and  iooad 
the  ground  as  well  prepared  as  the  short  lioie 
given  theo9  would  permit,  hut  some  ^mall  under- 
wood, briers,  and  weeds,  remained  to  be  removed 
on  each  flank  of  the  lipe.  and  ditches  to  be  oat 
to  carry  off  the  water  when  the  rainy  season 
shouldcotne  on.  And,  for  this  p^rpose,  a  general 
fatigue  was  detailedi  consisting  of  two  captains, 
four  subalterns,  and  two  hundred  raeo,  which 
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W89  reduced  id  proportion  as  those  objects  were 
accomplisfied,  aod  was  eatirelf  taken  off  by  the 
1st  of  August. 

The  tents  of  the  men  and  oflSeers  were  made 
eomfortable,  by  flooring  them  with  the  platik 
taken  from  the  boats'in  which  they  ascethled  the 
river,  and  erecting  sheds,  covered  with  palmet- 
toes,  to  protect  them  from  the  sun  and  ram ;  and 
every  exertion  was  made  by  the  General  to  es- 
tablish and  keep  up  a  strict  police,  as  can  be  seen 
by  the  general  orders  issued  at  that  camp. 

I  have  heard  the  surgeons  and  surgeon's  mates 
frequently  complain  of  the  want  of  hospital 
stores  and  mediciites;  and  I  have  understood 
that  the  gi;eater  part  of  those  articles  used  at 
damp  Terre  au  Boeufwas  purchased  at  New 
Orleans.  The  regular  supply  from  Philadelphia 
did  not  arrive  in  Orleans  until  about  the  1st  of 
September,  at  which  lime  the  clothing  arrived 
also.  Bome  of  the  companies  were  at  this  time 
•much  in  want  of  clothing;  not  that  they  had 
much  due  them,  but  because  they,  had  spoiled 
and  worn  it  out  before  the  expiration  of  the  year. 
And  it  is  a  fact,  well  known  in  the  Army,  that 
the  clothing  ot  rjecrui^s  will  SQt  last  them  the 
iSrst  year,  unless  the  officers  take  much  car>. 

I  do  conceive  Terre  au  Boeuf  the  most  eligible 

Slace  for  anr  encampment  I  have  seen  on  the 
liatissippi,  within  fifty  miles  of  New  Orleans. 
The  diseases  with  which  the  troops  at  camp 
Terre  au  Boeuf  were  afflicted  were  complicated, 
and  of  Various  kinds^  and  the  physicians  di£[ered 
very  much  as  to  their  mode  or  treatment. 

The  troops  were  not  paid  so  frequently  as  the 
taw  directs^  but  I  believe  as  often  as  the  nature 
of  the  service  would  permit 

I  do  not  recollect  to  have  heard  that  (he  Gen- 
eral bad  received  orders  to  move  the  troops  up 
the  river,  unt^t  he  was  making  arrangements  to 
entry  it  into  effect,  and  that  was  about  the  Ittt  of 
August. 

I  do  not  think  a  sufficient  number  of  boats 

could  have  been  had,  at  any*^one  time,  between 

the  14th  of  June  and  10th  of  Septeniber,  to  trans- 

I      port  the  troops  to  Natchez ;  indeed,  I  am  aatisfied 

1      they  could  not. 

Q^etHmMbfiheCoifnmiJU^e, 
€iue«ition.  In  what  situation  did  you  €nd  the 
t      f^ound  at  Tevre  au  BoBuf,  on  yt>ttr  arrival  at  that 
place? 

Answer.  The  ground  at  Terre  au  Bcsuf,  on 
,      which  the  encampment  was  making,  had  the 
appearance  of  having  dnee  been  cultivated  aa  far 
9s  the  centre,  from  the  extreme  right  of  the  line ; 
,      the  other  part 'had  never  been  cleared  before,  and 
,      was  covered  witir  underwood  and  briers,  and  re- 
quired to  be  trenched  to  take  off  the  rain  wtiter. 
Q.  How  long  af^r  your  arrival  at  the  camp 
was  it  before  the  tents  were  generally  floored  ? 
\  A.  t*he  tents  of  the  men  were  all,  or  nearly 

all,  floored  in  eight  or  tan  days  after  my  arrival. 

d.  What  Wits  the  qvality  of  the  provisions 
with  which  the  troops  were  supplied  «t  Terre  au 
BoBuf.  and  what  measures  were  taken  to  procure 
tiioae'of  »  better  qualify"? 


A.  The  meat  part  of  the  ration  was  generally 
fresh  beef,  and  as  good  as  the  country  common- 
ly afiordi^.  The  bread  and  flour  was  not  good, 
and  the  General  made  a  purchase  of,  I  think,  one 
hundred  barrels,  on  account  of  the  contractor,'of 
the  best  flour  that  could  be  had  in  the  city  of 
Orleans:  but  when  it  was  issued,  it  was  found 
very  little  bettei  than  what  the  contractor's  tigent 
Was  issuing. 

Q^  Were  mosquito  nets  or  bars  necessary  for 
the  troops,  and  were  they  provided  ? 

A.  Mosqiiito  nets  are  necessilry  at  all  points 
and  plarces  on  the  Mississippi,  from  the  Bluff  of 
Natchez  to  the  Balizie.  at  feast  four  months  in 
the  year;  i)ut  the  troops  were  net  furnished  with 
them,  except  for  the  sick  in  the  hospital. 

Q^  Are  you  acquainted  with  the  country  gen- 
erally in  the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans? 

A.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the  country  in 
the  neighborhood  of  New  Orleans,  at  any  con- 
siderable distance  from  the  river  oanks,  except 
what  I  h^ve  learned  from  others. 

Q,.  Do  you  not  believe  the  sickhess  and  deaths 
were  increased  bv  the  badness  of  the  provisions, 
and  the  want  of  hospital  stores  and  medicines? 

A.  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

d.  Are  y^ou  acouatnted  with  the  country  above 
New  Orleans,  and  the  position^  best  calculated 
for  military  sites? 

A.  1  am  not  acquaintipd  with  the  country  be- 
tween New  Orleans  «nd  Fort  Adams,  back  from 
the  riv^r.  The  best  sites  for  military  positions  are 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  Adams  and  Natch^. 

^  Do  you  know  whether  any  opintoos  were 
expressed  among  the  officerj  in  iavor  6f  a  remo- 
val of  the  troops  from  Terre  au  Boeuf  op  the 
river,  and  whether  those  opinions  were  made 
known  to  the  General,  and  at  what  time  ? 

A.  I  know  that  opinions  were  expressed  among 
the  officers  in  favor  or  a  removal  of  the  troops 
from  camp  Terre  au  Bceuf,  up  the  river;  and  I 
believe  those  opinions  were  partially  made  known 
to  the  Gkneral,  but  at  what  time,  or  by  whom,  I 
cannot  say.  N.  PINKNE  Y. 

Wi:8B»f OTOW  COUWTT,  98, 

On  this  24th  of  April,  1810,  before  the  sub- 
scriber, a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  said  county, 
appeared  Ninian  Pinkney,  and  made  oath,  in  due 
form,  that  the  facts  stated  in  the  foregoing  affi** 
davit  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge. 

DANIEL  RAPlNfi. 


No.  11. 

Deposition  of  John 'Chrystie,  First  Lieutenant  6th  In- 

.  nuitry,  taken  by  the  Committee  of  the  House  of 

RepreseotativsB  of  the  "Unked  Btatas,  appointed  to 

inqoirs  into  the  oanse  or  causes  of  the  great  asr- 

tality  in  that  detaehroeBt  of  the  Aimy  of  tlie  Unilsd 

Slates  ordered  for  the  defenoe  of  New  Oibaiis* 

I  arrived  at  New  Orleans   on  the  15th  of 

March,  1600.  Tlie  accommodations  of  the  troops 

were  as  good  as  the  town  could  afford,  and  the 

provisions  were,  in  general,  such  as  are  usually 

furnished,  1  believe,  though  I  recoUeet  oomntaints 

were  once  or  twice  ma^  and  surreys  h«ld 
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The  market  abouDded  with  vegetables;  but  I 
do  not  know  whether  fresh  provisions  could  have 
been  procured  in  large  quantities. 

About  a  third  of  the  troops  were  oq  the  sick 
report  some  time  before  our  movement  to  camp, 
principally  with  dysenteries. 

About  the  first  of  June,  nine  strong  companies 
(being  a  third  of  the  whole)  mov^  under  the 
command  of  Major  Pike,  to  the  position  at  Terre 
au  BcBuf,  selected  for  the  encampment,  and  the 
main  body  followed  in  six  or  eight  days  after. 

On  my  arrival,  about  the  10th  of  June,  I  found 
the  ground,  from  the  extreme  right  to  some  dis- 
tance to  the  left  of  the  centre,  dry  and  bard,  and 
great  part  of  the  front  covered  with  a  firm  sod, 
.  and  I  believe  clover*  Every  one  seemed  pleased 
with  the  situation,  and  the  men  in  generalwere 
highly  gratified  with  the  change. 

The  camp  was  not  more  infested  with  mos- 
quitoes, in  my  opinion,  than  the  city  of  New 
Orleans,  and  they  were  never  troublesome  there 
during  the  day. 

The  importance  of  having  the  trenches  com- 
pleted before  the  Jains  set  in,  occasioned  large  de- 
tails at  first,  but  they  decreased  with  the  pro- 
gress of  the  wprk.  No  labor  was  bestowed  on 
them  further  than  was  necessarv  to  the  comfort 
of  the  soldiers  and  neatness  of  the  camp;  tod  1 
do  believe,  that  those  trenches  were  ratbc^  hurt- 
ful than  otherwise  to  the  plantation.  Sheds  for 
the  sentries,  other  sheds  capable  of  turning  rain, 
extended  between  the  lines  of  tents,  from  one 
extremity  of  the  camp  to  the  other ;  a  gu&rd 
house,  and  a  large  hospital,  were  erected  with  all 
possible  dispatch.  The  tents  were  floored  im- 
mediately on  our  arrival. 

The  hospital  department  did  not  appear  to 
meet  perfectly  the  exigencies  of  the  oocasioii.  I 
do  remember  to  have  heard,  at  one  time,  consid- 
erable complaints  on  the  score  of  hospital  stores 
and  medical  attendance.  It  most  be  well  known, 
(lowever,  I  believe^  to  every  ofiker  then  in  camp, 
that  the  greatest  exertions  were  made  to  remedy 
these  evils. 

The  provisions  were  generally  fresh  and  good, 
except  the  flour ;  and  i  believe  very  good  flour 
was  scarce  at  that  lime  in  New  Orleans. 

The  clothing  of  the  troops  was  not  in  good 
condition,  but  1  understood  that  none  was  due 
until  a  short  lime  before  their  departure  for 
Natchez,  when  it  was  thought  best  not  to  issue. 

The  most  unwearied  attention  was  paid  by 
the  Ck^neral  to  the  police  of  the  camp;  and. 
though,  for  some  time,  its  condition  showed  us 
to  be  but  young  soldiers,  it  soon  became  perfectly 
neat  and  clean. 

Of  the  company  to  which  I  was  attached,  four 
men  died  at  camp ;  two  of  them  of  the  dysentery, 
which,  I  believe  theyr  had  taken  at  New  Orleans. 

Vegetables  and  milk  were  to  be  bad  in  abun- 
dance, until  within  a  very  abort  time  before  our 
departure,  but,  in  general,  the  market  did  not  an- 
swer expectation ;  a  cireuoastance  which  may 
probably  be  attributed  to  these  causes:  certain 
articles  found  to  be  unhealthy  were  prohibited; 
prices  were  at  one  tima  restricted;  theinluJ>i7 


tants,  not  onderstfindinflr  the  laiigaaffe,freqi] 
had  difficulties  with  the  men,  and 


sometimei, 
when  imposed  on,  could  not  be  redressed  »  at  the 
san\e  time,  the  great  accession  of  popoUtion  to 
New  Orleans,  from  the  Spanish  ialandc,  Ac, 
gave  them  there  a  ready  market. 

I  consider  the  position  at  Terre  ftu  Bcenf  the 
most  eligible  for  an  encampment,  within  oae 
hundred  miles  of  New  Orleans,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi. It  is  between  two  large  well-culiiv^tei 
plantations;  has  the  advantage  of  beioir  imoM- 
diately  at  the  junction  of  the  road  from  Che  Terre 
au  Boeuf  neighborhood,  with  the  main  levee 
road — a  circumstance  manifestly  favorable  to  tkft 
market ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  ita  nearoeas  lo 
New  Orleans  gave  every  facility  .of  procnria; 
extraordinary  supplies. 

The  rear  and  extreme  left  were,  on  oar  first 
arrival,  exceedingly  wet,  and  covered  with  brush- 
wood ;  but  the  smaH  growth  being  cleared  away, 
and  the  tranches  dug,  it  soon  became  dry  and  firs. 
JOHN  CHRYSTIE,  1st  LitaL 

WASBiiraroN  County,  M. 

On  the  ^th  day  of  April,  1810,  before  the 
subscriber,  a  justice  of*  the  peace  for  said  cooaty, 
appeared  John  Chrystie,  and  made  oath,  to  doe 
form,  that  the  above  and  foregoing^  facts  io  this 
affidavit  are  true  to  the  best  of  his  knowledge 
and  belief.  DANIEL  RAPINE. 

No.  12. 
Deposition  of  General  James  Wilkinson,  April  34, 1810. 
To  |he  honorable  the  Committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  cause  or  causes  of  the  great  mor- 
tality in  that  detachment  of  the  Army  of  the 
United  States  ordered  for  the  defence  of  New 
Orleans. 

Gentlemen:  I  deeply  regret  my  incapacity  to 
comprise,  in  this  hasty  report,  all  the  causes  whiek 
have  induced  the  inquiry  before  yon.  Bni  the 
circumstances  of  the  moment  will  not  permit 
that  broad  cxposi\ion  which  it  is  my  desire  to 
present  you.  Hurried  from  Baltimore,  1  left  die 
records  of  my  command  for  the  last  season,  with 
other  papers  of  consequence,  on  ship*board,  and 
they  have  reached  me  too  late  for  critical  exam- 
inition  and  comparison. 

I  beg  Uave  to  premise,  that  ndilitary  history* 
ancient  and  modern,  will  snow,  that  in  tiew  levied 
armies  more  men  are  lost  hj  disease  than  by  the 
sword.  I  quote  the  authority  of  Marshal  San 
and  Cleneral  Washington  toiustify  this  positiaa; 
and  it  may  also  be  supported  by  a  reoarreace  i« 
the  mortality  which  attended  our  armies  at  TV 
oonderoira,  under  Major  General  CUtes,  in  tk 
year  1776,  and  under  Major  General  Wayne,  at 
bis  camp  of  Greenville,  in  the  year  1803,  in  high 
latitudes,  and  salubrious  climes.  It  is  also  a  fact 
that  as  great  a  mortality  as  we  experienced  last 
season,  in  proportion  to  numbers,  did  take  pbcc 
in  1801,  at  the  oampnear  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio, 
to  which  Colonel  Williams,  of  the  Bngincen, 
BOW  in  this  city,  can  testify. 

Were  I  required  to  say,  in  a  few  words,  what 
were  the  chief  caa&es  d"  the  mortality  among  tht 
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troops,  ooder  my  coifioiaQd,  on  the  waters  of  ihe 
MissUftippi,  the  last  seanoo,  I  should  ascribe  miieh 
to  the  peculiar  visitation  of  Providence,  much  to 
the  lime  and  manner  of  aasemblingMbe  troops  at 
New  Orleans,  and  more  to  the  sudden  change 
from  the  habits  of  dbmestic  life  (o  those  of  t&e 
eamp;  from  the  ease  and  comforts  of  the  citizeOf 
to  the  hardships  and  exposure  of  the  soldier;  to 
these,  however,  must  be  aclded  otb^  subordinate 
causes^  which,  doubtless,  contributed  to  exaspe- 
rate our  sufferings.  Such  were  the  defects  of  the 
medical  and  provision  department,  defects  which 
1  found  it  was  impossible  to  control,  although 
ever]^  exertion  was  made  to  remedy  them.  It 
was  in  vain  I  sought  for  competent  medical  aid ; 
the  country  did  not  afford  it.  Extravagant  prices 
were  offered  for  fresh  beef,  without  effect ;  and 
flour  of  tbe  best  quality  in  New  Orleans  was 
purchased  for  account  of  the  contractor,  which, 
on  examination,,  could  scarcely  be  distinguished 
from  that  of  our  daily  issues.  The professiooaJ 
atandinff  of  the  troops,  too,  was  unfavorable  to 
that  police,  which  is  indispensable  to  health  in 
aggregated  bodies.  Both  officers  and  men  were 
green  txom  the  bosom  of  pivil  lif<^  and  had  reached 
that  stage  between  the  armed  yeomanry  and  the 
disciplined  soldier,  when  the  promptitude -and 
enthusiasm  of  the  citizen  is  lost,  and  a  sense  of 
veteran  punctuality  and  subordtnation  has  not 
been  acquired. 

On  the  second  of  December,  18Q9, 1  received 
orders  for  the  assembly  of  the  troops  at  New  Or- 
leans, by  the  route  of  the  ocean  and  of  the  West- 
ern waters;  and  the  corps  were  assembltncr  at^ 
that  city  from,  the  month  of  Febrnary  until  May. 
I  arrived  there  the  19th  of  April;  the  vernal 
beat  was  then  extreme,  and  I  found  five  hundred 
and  ninety-eight  sick,  nearly  one-third  of  th^ 
whole.  At  that  stage  of  the  season,  with  such  a 
body  of  sick,  sound  discretion  and  common  hu- 
flianitjr  would,  to  an  observer,  have  opposed  the 
idea  of  attempting  to  mount  the  river,  three  hiyi- 
dred  miles,  under  a  vertical  suo,  and  against  an 
impetuous  current;  and  if  the  sick  had  been  left 
behind,  the  whole  medical  staff  must  also  have 
been  left  to  take  care  of  them,  which  would  have 
exposed  the  marehing  body  (o  disease  and  death, 
without  succor — a  circumstance  at  once  inhuman 
and  unwarantable. 

I^rceived  at  first  glance  the  necessity  of  re- 
moving from  New  Orleans;  but  my  orders  beiog 
expressly  to  ^' make  such  a  disposition  of  the  troops 
as  would  most  effectually  enable  me  to  defend 
that  city,  and  iu  dependencies^  against  any  in- 
vading force,"  it  became  my  primary  duty  to  seek 
for  the  position  best  adapted  to  tnis  end,  and 
which  combined  the  fairest  prospects  of  health. 
At  this  period,  and  for  two  or  three  weeks  after, 
continued  showers  of  rain  kept  the  flat  surface  of 
ihe  country  (the  earth  bein^  saturated  by  the 
apring  flood)  too  wet  for  the  iormation  of  an  en- 
campment. 

Tne  interval  was  occupied  in  reconnoitering 
•I  all  points  for  a  suitable  position ;  pnd^  at  the 

fessing  instance  of  the  Qovernor  of  the  Territory, 
visitea  Terre  au  B<eq(  near  the  Boglisb  Tarn; 


accompanied  by  himself,  Colonel  Smyth,  of  the 
rifle  corps,  (Colonel  Parker  being  indisposed,) 
and  some  gentlemen  of  the  Vicinity,  who  gave 
every  assurance  of  the  salubrity  of  the  spot, 
founded  on  the  experience  of  years,  and  promised 
us.  a  competent  market  from  the  adjacent  set- 
tlements, which  extended  downjhe  river,  and  at 
right  angles  from  it.  in  a  direction  to  -the  east* 
ward,  for  several  leagues.  Lbeg  leave  to  refer 
to  my  letter  to  Governor  Claiborne,  and  his  hti- 
swer,  marked  No  1  and  2,  for  illustration  of  the 
preceding  facts. 

Under  these  circumstances,  with  the  concur* 
rence  of  those  who  examined  the  ground  with 
me,  it  was  fixfd  on  for  our  encampment,  and  mea- 
sures were  immediately  tak«n  to  remove  the 
troops  from  the  city*    Orders  were  accordingly 
given  for  the  march  of  aioe  companies,  out  of 
twenty-eight,  on  the  first  of  June ;  the  main  body 
followed  on  the  ninth,  and  the  whole  were  en* 
campted  on  the  tenth.    1  wrote  to  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  29th  May,  advising  him  of  my 
determination,  and  apprizing  him  at  large  of  my 
reasons  for  preferring  this  spot.  After  the  estab- 
lishinent  of  my  camp,  and  on  the  14ih  of  June,  I 
received  a  ^*  conditional"  order  front  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  under  date  of  the  ^th  April,  di- 
recting a  reinoval  of  the  troops  from  New  Or- 
leans, if  they  bad   been  removed,  and  tecom* 
mending  a  position   in   the  vicinity  of   Fori 
Adams;  but,  as  the  order  was  imperative,  as  the 
mode  of  transpprt  was  not  provided,  as  the  move- 
meat,  by  the  ordinary  means,  would  have  beeo 
|treatly  expensive,  as  tba  operation,  under  exist* 
ing  circumstances,  menaced  the  lives  of  the  men, 
and  more  particularly  as  the  troops  were  gaining 
health,  and  general  satisfaction  appeared  to  pre- 
vail, I  replied  to  the  Secreury,  under  date  of 
the  liSth  June,  ref^atinff  the  motives  which  had 
induced  the  selection  of  the  spot  I  occupied,  and 
assigning  reasons  why  the  troops  should  be  con* 
tinned  there.   Indeed,  so  strongly  did  1  apprehend 
the  consequences  which  must  attend  the  trans- 
fer of  a  body  taf  men,  a  majority  of  whom  were 
either  sick  or  convalescent,  from  my  camp  to 
Fort  Adamsj  under  the  heats  and  dews  of  the 
summer,  that,  had  the  order  of  the  30th  April 
been  imperative,  I  think  I  should  have  paused 
over  it,  until  I  could  have  reported  our  real  con* 
dition,  and  received  further  instructions.    Hu- 
manity, policy,  and  justice,  to  those  entrusted  to 
my  charge,  as  well  as  to  my  country,  would  have 
enjoined  it  on  me  to  hazard  this  responsibility. 
The  event  justified  my  fears;  and  it  will  ever 
be  my  opinion,  that,  if  we  had  moved  to  the  rait 
waters  in  our  vicinity,  or  to  the  sea  shore,  which 
was  not  distant,  we  should  not  have  suffered  one- 
third  the  loss  wesusuined  in  aseeodiagthe  river, 
and  that  our  continuance  at  Ihe  encamoment  of 
Terre  au  Boeuf,  would  have  been  less  fatal  than 
the  movement  we  made.    The  best  informed  in- 
habitant^  anticipated  the  consequences,  and  that 
the  opinions  of  our  ablest  surgeons  were  in  uni- 
son with  my  own  will  appear  from  the  reporu 
of  Doctors  Upthaw,  Thruston,  and  Gk>odlet,  «x- 
{ bibited  in  the  doci^imenla  Nps.  3,  4,  and  5. 
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Oa  the  20tli  of  July,  I  r«eeired  a  letter  fjom 
the  Secretary  of  War,  beariDff  date  tbe  22ii  of 
Juee,  io  answer  to  my  letter  of  the  29th  of  May. 
.  In  this  letter  tbe  Secretary  makes  reference  to  hts 
'UonditioQaP  order  of  tbe  30(h  of  April,  and  di- 
rected me  to  embark  immediately  ^^all  tbe  troops" 
on  board  tbe  public  ressel:*  (excepting  the  gar- 
risons of  New  Orleans  and  Port  St.  Philip.)  nnd 
proaeed  to  the  high  ground  in  the  rear  of  Fort 
Adams,  and  the  public  ground  in  the  rear  of 
Natchez.  Tbis  letter  covered  the  copy  of  an 
order  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  Captain 
Porter,  directing  him  to  fnrotsb  such  vessels  as 
could  be  spared  from  tbe  service,  for  the  transport 
of  the  troops.  Every  exertion  depending  on  my- 
ttlf  was  instantly  entered  upon  to  carry  this  order 
iDloeflfect.  But  finding  that  the  transport  specifi- 
aally  assigned  was  utterly  inadequate  to  (ne  oh^ 
ject,  to  supply  the  deficiency,  I  hired  some  boats, 
horrowad  others,  and  repaired  several  belonging 
to  the  public^  which  had  been  condemned^as  un- 
fii  for  service,  and  were  Accidentally  discovered 
to  be  lying  at  Fort  Adams.  Four  eunboats  fell 
^own  to  my  camp  on  tbe  eighth  of  September, 
embarked  one  hundred  and  mneij  one  mea,  and 
aailed  the  nexi  day ;  and  excepting  a  small  de- 
tachment, to  raise  and  re^ir  a  sunken  boat,  the 
last  man  left  the  ground- on  the  13th,  on  board 
the  craft  which  had  been  employed  and  repaired. 
At  &is  tiode  a  fever,  by  which  I  had  suflfered,  be- 
came so  violent  as  to  confine  me  to  my  bed,  and 
rat  it  out  of  my  power  to  accompany  the  troops, 
followed  them  utider  a  severe  malady,  but  jt 
was  not  until  November  that  my  health  was 
restored* 

The  position  of  Terre  aa  Bcsuf,  in  relation  to 
the  deience  of  New  Orleans,  is  the  best  which 
ton  he  found  in  the  country.  It  covers  oar  bat- 
teries at  the  English  Turn,  and.  by  a  sudden 
transition,  our  force  may  be  employed  to  resist 
tmy  apptoach  by  the  Lakes  on  the  fiast  or  West 
«f  the  riv«Tf  The  plan  submitted  to  the  com- 
mittee will,  I  flatter  mvself,  give  them  satisfae- 
lion  on  this  point ;  and,  in  addition  to  other  tes- 
timony respecting  the  character  of  tbe  spot  for 
salubrity,  and  of  the  improvenunts  HMde  on  it 
bj  the  troops,  I  beg  leave  to  ofier  tbe  deposition  of 
idr.  Delassize,  No.  6,  the  proprietor,  and  a  man 
of  «-eat  respectability. 

When  tbe  troops  embarked,  the  whole  of  them 
4iad  been  paid  up  to  tbe  last  of  June,  and  some  of 
them  to  the  first  of  September.  After  that  period 
jny  orders  had  no  effect  on  the  paymaster,  who 
plead  ill  health,  and  his  instroctioBs,  to  remain  in 
Kcw  Orleans.  When  General  Hampton  relieved 
me,  he  advanced  some  pay  to  the  troops  from  his 
wrivate  purse,  (a  thing  impossible  to  a  man  who 
had  been  twenty-five  yeara  in  service.)  and  di- 
rected the  paymaster  to  be  arrested,  and  cent  up 
in  custody  of  an  officer,  if  he  should  refuse  to 
march  at  forty-eight  hours'  notice.  This  step 
had  the  desired  effect,  but  it  was  too  strong  a  one 
for  ma  to  take. 

No  question  can  be  made  as  to  tbe  eorreetnees 
of  tbe  motives  which  directed  tbe  transfer  of  the 
troops  to  the  tipper  oouatry.    It  will  oocar  t^ 


every  man^s  observation)  that,  in  general,  a  high 
country  must  be  healthier  than  a  low  one;  yei 
every  person  most  be  sensible  that  this,  like  all 
other  rules,  is  Hable  to  exception.  This  obser- 
vation is  sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  Doctor 
Seip.  a  respectable  man  and  able  pfaysiciaa  at 
Natchez,  whose  report,  under  cover,  No.  7,  wtt 
prove  that  district  of  country  to  hare  beeo  mcie 
sickly  the  last  season  than  for  twenty  years  past 
Upon  tbe  whole,  we  have  been  unfortooate,  not 
culpable.  The  best  evidence  I  can  offer  of  my 
conduct,  in  what  concerned  the  sick,  will  lie 
found  in  tbeencloaed  testimonial  of  the  medical 
staff,  No.  8,  which  was  handed  to  me  after  1  had 
transferred  tbe  command  of  the  departnaeot  te 
Brigadier  Qeneral  Hampton,  and  was  a  boot  la 
leave  the  country.  I  throw  myself  upon  the  eaa- 
dor  and  justice  of  the  committee  to  pardon  m% 
for  observing,  that  1  have  seen,  from  the  pohUc 
prints,  that  tbe  arts  and  intrigues  of  my  eoemies, 
eo-opetatitig  with  a  current  of  prejudice,  have 
perverted  and  misrepresented,  to  my  injury,  ihe 
scenes  to  which  this  report  has  reference.  The 
tales  of  ignorant,  discontented,  seditiooa,  aal 
worthless  subalterns,  iand  the  fictions  and  false- 
hood of  my  personal  and  political  enemies,  have 
been  industriously  circulated  to  wound  my  char- 
acter ;  bat  being  oonsCione  that,  io  this,  as  ht 
every  other  instance  of  public  service,  I  have 
done,  and  more  than  done  my  duty,  I  co«rt  in- 
quiry, and  defy  invcstigalion. 

To  these  facts  and  statements  I  am  williag  to 
depose  ^  and  with  the  highest  coosideratioB  aad 
respect  for  those  ivhom  I  address,   I  haw  the 
honor  to  be^  gaotiesien,  your  obedient  serrant, 
JAMES  WJLKINSOlf. 

WA8HiN«Toif  CiTT,  April,  24, 1810. 
WAsttiFtoToif  County,  ss. 

On  this  24th  of  April,  ISia  before  the  sobsen- 
her,  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  said  county,  ap- 
peared James  Wilkinson,  and  made  oAth,  in  due 
fbare,  that  the  foreffoing  facts,  as  ^stated,  are  tree 
to  the  best  of  hi^  knowledge,  recoHection.  and 
belief.  DANIEL  R  A PlNS. 


Papers  accompanying  the  dtponlion  qf  Gemtrmt 

mlkimon. 

No.  1. 

Bxtract  of  a  letter  from  Qeneral  WiUdasoH  to  Qs»* 

emor  Ohdbome. 

Camp  Tbbrb  ao  BcBtrp,  July  87, 1800. 

^*  Sir  I  As  much  clamor  has  been  made  will 
respect  to  the  merits  of  this  position,  in  point  ef 
Its  health  and  fitness,!  take  the  liberty  to  addicts 
you  on  tbe  f object. 

*'  And  as  you  ofiered  me  the  first  suggestion  h 
Its  favor,  I  will  thanfc  you  to  inform  me  whether 
you  did  not  reconnoitre  the  site  before  I  defer- 
mined  to  adopt  it  for  my  encampment,  and  9ktkf^ 
wards  reiterate  to  me  your  rccommendatica  cf 
it  ?  In  addition  to  tbe  sanction  of  your  opia^, 
I  believe  it  n  within  your  knowledge,  that  the 
most  ancient  and  respeciabfc  iohabitania  of  thtf 
country  concur  with  you  in  sentiment.  Btttas 
yoo  hate  also  seen  the  eacampmeat  since  ii  was 
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farmed  and  improved,  I  shall  be  obliged  by  the 
avowar  of  yoar  opinioD  of  its  present  appearance 
and  salubrity." 
True  extract.         N.  PINKNEY,  Captain. 

No.  2. 
BMnct  of  letter  fiom  Governor  Cliibonie  lo  General 
WilkiiMon,  deted 
New  Orleans,  July  28, 1809. 
"I  received  your  letter  of  yesterday.     My 
opinion  is  now,  aud  alwavs  has  been,  that  the 
position  you  occupy,** at  tne  commencement  of 
the  Bnglish  Turn,  is  the  most  eligible  one,  for 
sQch  troops  as  may  be  designed  to  give  protec- 
tion to  the  city  of  New  Orleans.    It  has,  more- 
o:ret  been  represented  to  me,  by  several  of  the 
old  inhabitants,  ^and  from  my  own  observations, 
I  do  not  iloubt  the  fact,)  to  be  as  healthy  as  any 
cite  on  the  Mississippi^  between  Baton  Rouge 
and  the  Belize. 

*^I  did,  therefore,  after  having  myself  riewed 
tlie  spot,  which  I  fpund  to  be  more  elevated  than 
the  land  on  the  Mississippi  generally  is,  advise 
joo  to  6r  your  summer  cantonment  at  that  place ; 
and  I  am  now  persuaded,  from  the  great  care 
which  is  taken  to  keep  the  ground  dry,  to  defend 
the  men  from  tbetnftitenoeof  tbe  sua,  and  to  lodge 
them  comforteblj.  that  tbe  number  of  your  sick 
irrll  daily  diminish.'' 

True  eitraot.         N.  PINKNS  Y,  Captain. 

No.  3. 

Bif  order  ef  Omtral  Wttkindoti. 

A  report  on  the  dmotmtm  of  the  Camp>  Terre  ftu  Bmd, 
their  caases,  character,  end  mode  of  treatment 

Camp,  Tbue  AD  Botop,  Jii/y  20, 1800. 

The  diseases  which  are  now  prevalent  among 
the  men  in  camp,  are  chronic  disease*,  bilious 
and  iotetmitling  levers,  some  cafes  of  seurvy. 
The  chronic  diarrhoia  was  firxt  introduced  by 
the  eliaiige  of  aliment,  and  the  use  of  the  Missis- 
sippi watery;  which  water  is  strongly  impre^at 
Utd  wUb  calcareous  earth  and  carbonate  of  lime. 
limiy^  of  the  mea  were  violently  attacked  before 
tlMir  arrival  at  New  Orleans  with  diarrhoBe^  from 
Ite  oae  of  the  water  when  oa  their  route  op  the 
liver.  On  the  first  arrival  of  the  troops  at  New 
Orieanethis  diaease  was  commoo,  almost  univert 
«al;  generally  spmiking,  the  disease  proved  fatal, 
ov  ykided  to  treatment,  before  our  eocaa^pmeat 
waa  formed ;  but,  even  now,  many  are  found  Ha* 
ipeang  ia  the  last  stage  of  cold  dtarrhma^  of  from 
three  to  four  months  standing;  -It  mav  safely  be 
aff  rmed  that  three-fouiihs  of  the  deaths  ia  camp 
bave  been  from  this  disease. 

The  bilious  and  inter  mi  uiog  fevers  are  more 
common  in  camp  than  they  were  in  Orleans;  but 
of  the  number  ot  cases  I  have  seen  there  has  been 
mo  one  attended  with  violent  or  fatal  symptoms 
ia  the  first  stage,  and  appear  to  yield  readily  to 
tbe  depleting  plan  of  treatment*  These  diseases 
beloog  to  the  climate  and  territory  of.  Orleans ; 
aad  are,  I  believe,  l^ss  violent  in  this  camp  than 
at  Orleaat.    The  billi  of  mortality  axe  greater  at 


Orleans,  in  proportioa  to  the  popnlatioa,  tbaa 
here,  notwithstanding  the  disadvanuges  we  are 
of  necessity  compelled  to  encounter. 

The  scurvy  exists  in  a  few  oases,  but  is  not  to 
be  feared,  as  we  can  command  vegetable  food  an4 
acids.  The  men,  when  sick,  living  on  the  ratioQ% 
is,  no  doubt,  the  cause  of  the  scurvy. 

Ample  reasons  will  be  found,  in  the  imperleel 
state  of  the  medical  staflT^  and  want  of  capacity 
in  many  who  compose  that  staff;  in  the  want  of 
a  hospitt^L  hospiui  stores,  and  o^dicines,  for  the 
mortality  of  the  soldiery*  When  the  bospitel^ 
which  is  aow  buildinff,  shall  be  finished,  when 
each  medical  man  shall  have  his  duties  well  de- 
fined, and  those  of  the  best  capacity  plaeed  in  sit-> 
nations  tbe  most  responsible  and  dangerous,  if  the 
militarv  agent  should  receive  such  instructions 
as  would  enable  him  to  supply  the  siek  with  auoh 
hospital  stores  and  medicines  as  are  necessary,  I 
feel  assured  of  the  truth  I  now  assert,  that  out 
deaths  would  be  lessened  three-fourths, 

The  additional  expense  ought  not  to  be  calcu- 
lated, where  the  lives  and  health  of  the  titiopt 
are  concerned ;  but,  by  stopping  the  rations  of  the 
sick  man  this  expense  will  be  very  small.  It  is 
a  distressing  sight,  and  truly  unpleasant  to  tbe 
feelings  of  the  medical  man,  to  be  in  atteadanee 
on  the  sick  soldier,  and  see  him  die  for  the  want 
of  proper  food  aad  medicines;  humanity  mouraa 
over  such  a  sight.  Justice,  policy,  and  patriollsa^ 
require  this  allowance  and  liberality  trom  Gk>vw 
ernment.  It  is  a  fact  that  there  is  not  one  dollar 
of  public  mooev  which  caa  be  bed  to  purebaae 
milk  or  vegetables  in  camp ;  laany  are,  of  coarse, 
suffering  for  aeceasaries,  which  raig[hl  be  bought 
for  a  few  shillings.  The  commutation  of  the  rar 
tioa  would  be  sufficient  for  this  purpose. 

There  are  m#ny  sick  men  in  camp  who  eaaaot 
be.moved,  however  desirable  it  might  bos  evea 
to  the  hospital  in  Orleans*  They  came  beresiokk 
have  grown  worse,  aad  are  now  on  the  brink  m 
the  grave.  Transporting  them,  ia  this  hot  elt* 
mate,  would' be  certain  death. 

WM.  UPSHAW, 

^  8iurgem5thinfimtr^4 

Na4.     . 

t  CAWt^  Tcaaa  aq  Btmns  My  20, 1809« 
8iB :  In  purauaaee  of  your  reqaeet.  I  proeeed  te 
give  you  a  report  at  this  place,  together  with  the 
several  diseasea,  and  my  opinion  as  respeets  the 
site  of  thia  eneampmeat.  I  feel  a  difficulty  in 
draAighting  this  report,  as  no  doubt  there  must  be 
contained  ia  it  many  subjects  which  require'  a 
more  full  and  free  investigation  tbaa  my  health 
aad  time  will  allow  me  to  allot  to  the  perfornir 
ance.  Should  any  inaccuracies  appear  oa  tbe 
face  of  it,  I  trust  your  coodness  ot  heart,  and 
your  good  sense,  will  lead  you  to  pass  them  over 
in  silence. 

On  the  4th  of  July  I  arrived  at  this  camp,  and 
found  great  numbers  oa  the  sick  reports;  some 
laboring  under  dysentery,  some  with  bilious  re# 
milling  fevers,  and  others  with  scurvy,  though 
aaiall  ia  proportion.    Those  afflicted  with  dyeea* 
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tery  were  Very  much  r^doced  when  I  first  saw 
th«m,  ttod  almost  all  of  th^m  dh^d.  I  was  in- 
duced to 'make  inquirer  into  the  circumstances  of 
this  disease;  i  found  it  was  generally  subsequent 
to  bilious  fever,  aod  that  very  few  cases  of  (hf& 
complaint  commenced  with  the  usual  symptoms 
which  attend  it  in  the  first  instance.  Some  new 
cases  of  dysentery  hare  come  immediately  under 
ray  care,  which,  when  taken  in  time,  have  nearly 
yielded  to  medicine  and  such  diet  as  was  proper 
for  them.  I  think  the  disease  on  the  decline,  and 
I  do  not  dread  the  recurrence,  unless  some  mate- 
rial chan|;e  in  the  season  should  predispose  the 
constitution  of  the  soldiery  to  take  it.  There  are 
circumstances  that  might  render  this  fatal  disease 
epidemic;  and  I  dread  them  mudh.  But  a  good 
market,  with  such  hospital  and'medical  stores  as 
may  be  necessary,  not  too  many  of  the  men  con- 
ined  together,  avoiding  the  night  air  and  dews, 
will,  in  a  great  measure^  obviate  the  apprehen- 
sions and  danger. 

There  are  but  few  cases  of  bilious  remitting 
fever  now  under  my  case.  They  are  very  ob- 
stinate, and  When  they  do  yield  to  medicine,  the 
patient  is  often  attacked  when  extremely  debili- 
tated  by  diarrhoea,  and  carried  ofiT  without  fever 
or  any  other  distressing  symptom. 

The  intermittiiig  fever  is  now  the  most  preva- 
lent complaint  in  camp.  Some,  when  appa- 
rently on  the  recovery,  are  suddenly  taken  with 
dysentery  and  diarrhoea,  which  terminates  in 
death  or  extreme  debility.  This  disease  often  al- 
ternates (as  I  have  often  seen)  frOm  fever  to  dys- 
entery and  drarrhcea,  and  from  the  two  latter  to 
the  former,  many  times  in  the  week.  Such  cases 
are  dangerous,  and  I  find  gr&at  difficulty  in  their 
treatment.  The  bark  loses  its  effect  in  a  few 
days,  and,  indeed,  often  produces  nausea  and  dis- 
gust very  disagreeable  to  the  patient.  I  find  an^ 
timonials  in  small  doses,  and  repeated  blittterings 
to  the  extremities,  of  great  service.  I,  this  day, 
commenced  with  different  preparations  of  arse- 
nic, and  have  great  hopes  of  the  success.  The 
scurvy  basr  made  its  appearance;  several'  have 
died  with  it.  It  has  increased  considerably  within 
ten  days,  and  I  fear  that  the  progress  will  be  diffi- 
cult to  arrest.  In  some  cases,  the  rapid  march 
astonished  me.  Every  effort  that  I  made  towards 
relief  and  core  was  fruitless,  (though  this  was 
not  always thecase) and  myprescriptions  appeared 
to  have  no  eflect  in  alleviating  the  miseries  of  the 
sufiering  patient.  This  disease  wears  a  pecuNar 
character,  and  difiers,  in  my  estimation,  from 
that  disease  described  in  different  authors.  The 
continuance  of  fresh  provision,  constant  supplies 
of  vegetables,  and  a  strict  adherence  tocleanliness. 
will  prevent  its  spreading  through  camp.  I  feel 
the  more  confident  in  the  opinion,  from  the  ci> 
eumstance  thBt  no  officer  in  the  line  has  had  it. 
The  sick  reports  of  four  companies,  which  1  at- 
tend, have  enlarged  considerably,  though,  in  the 
tncr^Ke,  but  few  dan^rous  cases  have  occored. 
f  see  no  reason  to  believe  that  anything  like  an 
epidemic  rages  in  camp.  I  fear  the  approaching 
season  will  bring  upon  as  some  distressing  and 
fatal  disorders,  that  will  pay  no  respect  to  persons. 


My  fears  on  this  head,  I  trust,  may  be  imaginary. 
The  situation  of  this  camp  I  believe  to  t>e  the 
nest  an  the  Mississippi,  in  any  part  of  this  counuy : 
I  draw  this  Opinion,  not  from  an  acquaintance 
with  the  sites,  but  from  the  judgment  and  opin- 
ions of  the  best  informed  men  with  wlioon  1  have 
conversed  on  ihe  subject.  I  do  not  think  our  sitoa* 
tion  could  be  bettered  at  this  season  of  the  year. 
The  danger  of  a  removal  at  this  period,  I  thiak 
hazardous  in  the  extreme — I  mean  a  remoTal  to 
any  distance,  where  the  troops  would  be  obliged 
to  be  conveyed  in  small  vessels  by  water,  and 
contendinjr  against  a  strong  and  di$cult  current. 
When  I  give  this  opinion,  1  wish  to  be  ODderstood 
th^t  I  allude  to  a  removal  in  the  hot  months.  As 
soon  a$  the  weather  will  permit,  I  do  think  it 
would  be  endangering  the  lives  of  the  soldiery 
to  continue  them  here. 

The  above  sketch  is  given  upon  mature  reflec- 
tion, backed  upon  som«  experience,  and  not  biased 
by  party  or. prejudice.  1  trust  it  will  meet  your 
approbation^  and  accord  with  your  sentiments. 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  with  high  re|prd,es- 
teem,  and  respect,  yuur  very  obedient  bumble 
servant,  &.c. 

A.  THRUSTON,  Surgeon  7th  irf, 

Qen.  J.  WiutiNSON,  Commanding. 

-  .         No.  5. 

Washington.  January  3,"  1810. 

Sir:  I  should  do  injustice  to  yourself. and  vio^ 
lence  to  my  own  feelinss,  were  I  to  permit  yoar 
Excellency  to  leave  thisTerritory  without  giving 
you  my  sentiments,  as  respects  Camp  Terre  aa 
Bceuf,and  the  march  frqm  that  place  to  our  pres- 
ent situation.  Circumstances  relative  to  mypro- 
fessional  calls  precluded  the  possibility  of  afiord* 
ing  this  testimonial  to  your  Excellency,  at,  per- 
hajvi,  a  inore  seasonable  time. 

The  calls  of  toy  worthy  friend  Colonel  Rus- 
sell, then  lyittg  on  the  bed  of  sickness  at  New 
Orleans,  prevented  my  doing  the  task  whieh  I 
now  present  for  your  (lerusal. 

As  a  member  of  the  medical  staff,  aud  who 
was  amongst  the  earliest  of  those  who  arrived  at 
New  Orleans,  I  could  not  fail  to  observe  the  dif* 
feient  and  Varied  changes  of  the  diseases  wbiek 
have  occt^red  in  the  Array.  From  dire  uecesahy 
I  was  obliged  to  attend  to  every  corps  in  the  Itae, 
save  the  light  artillery,  and  I  trust  you  will  ex- 
cuse me  when  1  say  1  could  not  fail  to  bare  an 
accurate  knowledge  of  the  situation  of  every 
company  in  the  line.  At  the  period  when  oor 
movement  was- spoken  of  and  contemplated,  1  do 
not  for  a  moment  hesitate  to  declare  that  the 
men  were  on  the  recovery.  The  thoughts  of  a 
remove  or  ascent  up  the  Mississippi,  made  aie 
tremble  for  their  fate,  and  the  more  so,  when  I 
recognised  the  debilitated  situation  of  the  sol- 
diery, consequent  to  the  climate  in  whieh  they 
were  exposed.  Let  me  here  observe  (and  I  fiat* 
ter  myself  I  am  correct  in  the  assertion)  that  the 
troops  were  evidently  on  the  recovery,  and  at 
that  time,  too,  which  was  all  important  to  every 
individual  who  composed  our  Army.    It  baa  ai- 
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wap  been  my  opioion  Tafld  I  have  seen  nothing 
toiodooe  me  to  nlier  it)  that  hundreds  of  men 
were  lust  by  the  movement  from  the  Camp  Terre 
au  Bceuf,  that  otherwrse  mifrht  have  now  been 
alive.    Believe  rne,  sir,  when  I  tell  you,  our  march 
was  premature  by  many,  very  many  weeks;  for. 
as  the  men  were  evidently  on  the  recovery,  a  lit- 
tle time  would  have  rendered  them  more  capable 
to  undertake  and  brave  the  hardship!^  which  stared 
them  in  the  face.    These  hardships  have  occurred, 
they  have  been  experienced  and  sorely  felt,  under 
circumstances,  when  affliction  and  disease  had 
enervated  every  fibre  in  their  system.    But  the 
soldiery  were  not  the  only  people  in  this  Territory 
who  had  the  prevailini^  diseases  of  our  .camp. 
From  careful  inquiry  I  find  the  citizens  on  the 
Afississippi  in  the  same  unhappy  situation ;  and  it 
was  observed  by  many  old  and  well  informed  in- 
babitantfi,  that  the  coaotry  had  not  been  so  sickly 
for  a  number  of  years.    In  truth  I  believe  that 
the  same  fate  ifirould  have  attended  us  had  our 
situation  been  anywhere  else ^n  the  river.    The 
despondency  of  mind  attending  necessarily  young 
troops,  adding  to  that  the  distance  from  relatives 
and  friends,  and  the  very  bad  fare  from  inexpe- 
rience in  the  culiaary  way,  was  at  least  as  in- 
jurious to  the  men  as  the  local  situation  of  the 
camp. 

The  limits  of  a  letter  wilt  not  permit  me  to  en- 
la  rs^e  on  this  subject.  I  now,  sir,  bid  you  fate- 
well.  May  the  services  you  h  ive  rendered  your 
country  be  long  remembered  by  a  grateful  people, 
and  be  a  solace  and  comfort  to  you  in  your  fast 
moments. 

I  bfive'the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient 
aDd  humble  servant,  A.  G.  GOODLET. 

Gen.  Wilkinson. 


No.  6. 


Deposition  of  Mr.  Delasstie. 

March  10, 1810. 
The  undersigned,  Jean  Delassize,  a  native  and 
inhabitant  of  Louisiana,  being  forty-three  years 
of  age,  on  his  oath  declareth,  that  he  is.  and  has 
been  for  four  years,  the  proprietor  of  the  ground 
at  Terre  au  coeuf,  which  was  pcenpted 'by  the 
iroops  under  the  command  of  General  Wilkinson 
ihe  pabt  season;  that  no  proposition  was  ever 
nade  to  him^  by  or  for  General  Wilkinson,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  respecting  the  purchase  of 
laid  place,  or  any  part  of  it ;  that  no  levee,  or  any 
>art  of  one,  was  erected  by  the  troops  encamped 
m  said  ground,  nor  any  other  works  made  on  it, 
>ut  such  as  appeared  necessary  to  the  comfort  of 
taid  troops;  that  said  ground  adjoined  the  cane< 
ield  of  this  deponent,  and  that  no  clearing  or 
tther  improvements  was  made  on  said  ground  to 
»repare  Ibr  its  cultivation;  that  the  trenches  and 
liiches,  cut  to  keep  the  camp  dry,  were  rather  in- 
urious  Chan  beneficial  to  the  tillage  of  the  ground, 
larg^e  proportion  of  which  was  covered  by  clover. 
ar  before  the  troops  came  to  it;  that  the  accom- 
lod^tioos  made  and  materials  brought  to  the 
round  for  the  use  of  the  troops,  were  told  at 
ublic    Tendue  for  tho  account  of  the  United 


States;  and  that,  for  the  pasturage  furnished  the 
public  horses,  for  the  timber  and  fuel  used,  and 
damages  sustained  during  the  occupancy  of  three 
months,  the  deponent  received  the  sum  of  six 
hundred  and  forty  dollars  and  fifty-four  cents 
only. 

l*he  undersigned  further  declares  that  he  has 
resided  at  the  same  place,  and  adjacent  to  the  said 
camp,  with  a  population  of  more  than  sixty  souls, 
during  the  space  of  years,  and  that,  from  his  ob- 
servations and  experience,  he  considers  it  as 
healthy  a  spot  a*  any  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Or- 
leans.    A  true  copy  from  the  original. 

JEAN  DELASSiZE. 

Sworn  before  roe,  this  10th  day  ofMarch.  1810. 
J.  DUCHANYU. 


No.  7. 
Natcbez,  February  15, 1810. 

General  Wilkinson  will  please  excuse  the  de- 
lay uf  my  reply  to  his  favor  of  the  ninth  instant, 
when  1  assure  him  that  nothing  but  want  of  time 
prevented  it  sooner. 

Very  respectfully,  sir,  yours,  dbc. 

P.  SEIP. 

The  diseases  most  predominant  during  the  last 
and  preceding  seasons,  in  this  country,  as  far  as  ir 
has  come  within  my  knowledge,  were  fevers  of 
the  intermitting  and  remitting  kind,  cholera,  dys- 
entery, and  caurrh.  The  mortality  attending 
these  complains  fs  by  no  means  great,  in  compar- 
aon  with  the  numbers  attacked.  A  cause  of  this, 
no  doubt,  is  the  tendency  most  diseases  here  have 
to  run  into  the  intermitting  state ;  a  form  of  all 
others  most  immediately  under  the  control  of 
medicine,  and  one  by  which  lime  is  allowed  to 
obviate  a  recurrence  of  the  diseases.  The  vio- 
lence of  intermitting  diseases  at  the  same  time 
being  chiefly  exerted  upon  the  spleen  and  other 
abdeminaJ  viscera,  unless  arrested  in  time,  impair 
the  constitution,  and  thereby  lay  the  foundatioo 
for  other  disorders,  which,  though  slow,  eventu- 
ally destroy  life. 

f  he  aptitude  every  form  of  disease  has  to  run 
into  that  state,  is  so  great,  that  peripneumonia^ 
catarrh,  optttalmta,  and  even  rheumatic  affections, 
frequently  partake  of  it,  and  very  often  require 
bark  and  other  tonics  t6  complete  the  cure. 

The  last  epidemic  we  experienced  in  this  coun- 
try, was  the  influenza  of  the  autumn  of  1807« 
which  commenced  with  the  month  of  November, 
and  continued  during  the  greater  part  of  that 
wiiHer.  Pleuritic  symptoms  combining  with 
the  influenza,  contribute  much  to  increase  its 
mortality.  A  remarkable  change  in  the  character 
of  that  disease  (pleurisy)  took  place  at  that  pe* 
riod ;  eases  occurring  where  it  became  necessary 
to  use  the  lancet  as  freely  as  it  ever  is  done  in  the 
Eastern  Slates.  Something  of  the  same  nature 
i  think  I  have  remarked  in  this  disease  often  since, 
depletion  being  necessary  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent than  I  had  seen  it  used  previous  to  that  year, 
and  some  of  them  in  tiewly  arrived  Africans. 
Catarrhs  have  prevailed  at  different  periods  since, 
bul  not  to  80  great  a  de|^ree  in  force  or  extent. 
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Some  few  ca^9,  it  ought  to  be  obaserved,  of  that 
complaint,  the  la&tautuma,  were  strongly  marked 
in  their  symptoms,  such  as  accompanied  the  io- 
fluenza  of  the  year  1807.  These  were  collections 
of  matter  in  the  antrum  and  frontal  sinus ;  syra|>- 
toms  most  characteristic  of  that  disease,  followed 
by  the  peculiar  foBiid  discharj^  from  those  cafi- 
ties.  Some  instances  have  occurred,  when  the 
abscess  was  seated  in  the  lungs >  unattendecl, 
however,  with  hectic  fever;  the  discharge  as 
fcstid,  soon,  as  in  the  other  cases,  relieved  itself, 
and  a  speedy  convalescence  followed. 

The  onry  endemic  disease  of  the  pa^i  season^ 
was  the  intermittingfever ;  and  so  prevalent  was 
it,  that  I  have  been  frequently  assured  that  aoth- 
.ing  equal  to  it  has  been  experienced  for  twenty 
vears.  This  is  ascribed,  and  with  o^uch  proba- 
bility, to  the  extreme  rise  of  the  Mississippi,  cov- 
ering the  low  grounds,  and  retiring  during  the 
summer.  How  far  theinfluenee  of  its  banks  and 
the  adjacent  low  grounds  on  the  weftern  side  of 
that  river  extends  eastward,  is  yet  undecided; 
but  that  it  does,  for  a  great  distance,  is  evideol 
from  the  similarity  of  the  diseases  of  both  coun- 
tries. The  disetoedy  in  fact,  of  all  the  high  lands 
in  this  neighborhood,  are  properly  such  as  are 
generated  upon  low  and  marshy  situations;  manv 
artificial  cau^s,  it  is  true,  increase  the, evil,  sueh 
as  clearing  the  low  grounds,  erecting  poade^  dbc. 
During  the  last  summer  those  situatioua  which, 
in  former  seasons,  were  most  exempt,  became 
very  -subject  to  the  prevailing  diseases.  The 
character  of  this  endemic  diQered  somewhat  from 
the  same  disease  of  other  years;  a  deep  sighing 
was  a  very  constant  symptom  of  the  remitting 
and  intermitting  fevers  of  the  present  year,  with 
reat  pain  at  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  and  copious 
ischarges  of  a  dark  color  from  the  stoniaeh  and 
alimentary  canal. 

The  access  of  the  above  diseased  wat,  for  the 
most  part,  preceded  by  a  lassitude,  slight  rigor 
or  chill,  one  or  two  days  previous  to  the  attaok, 
recurring  at  reguli^r  periods  daily,  or  every  other 
day,  and  increasing  in  violence  until  thodtseaae 
becacae  fully  marked.  The  chUl  varied  io  dif- 
ferent cases,  and  was  mostly  attended  by  an  ex- 
ceeding irritable  state  of  the  stomach,  by  voniiii^g^ 
To  this  succeeded  the  lever,  which  coatinued 
from  six  to  twenty-four  hours,  with  exoruciating 
pain  of  the  head,  back«  and  pit  of  the  stomach. 
When  the  patient  was  robust  ami  of  a  pleii|o/ie 
habit,  the  fever  frequently  set  in  with  a  very 
(liffht  chill,  and  continued  for  two  or  tbree.days 
belore  a  complete  intermission  tooL  place. 

What  thegeoerai  e0ect  of  this  climate  inight  be 
upon  a  body  of  mea  subject  to  military  habitai 
dbe.  I  could  not  venture  to  say  from  experience; 
but  the  poorer  class  of  emigrants,  who  annually, 
visit  this  country  from  above-^the  first,  efiect 
occasioned  by  intense  heat,  and  other  remote 
causes,  upon  persons  of  that  description,  discov- 
ers itself  early  in  an  attack  of  cholera  morbus, 
remittingahd  intermittingfever,  diarrhoea,  or  dys- 
entery :  the  former  are  by  much  the  most  favor- 
able forms  of  seasqniog,  as  it  is  usually  termed ;' 
the  diarrhoea  or  dysentery  are  invariably  the 


5! 


worst,  aad  at  mIL  tkaes,  a  viosc  «erio«s  coaaplaiDU 
Thi#  last  form  of  disease,  no  doubt^  would  be  the 
one  most  likely  to  occur,  where  improper  diet, 
intemperance,  and  frequent  exposure  to  the  sud- 
den changes  of  air,  take  place.  The  difficulty  of 
restoring  the  tone  of  the  bowels  after  ao  attack 
of  that  complaint,  is  such,  that  it  not  oofreqaently 
baffle9  every  auempt  of  medicine^  and  requires  a 
change  of  climate  to  effect  it. 

To  guard  a  laife  body  of  men  agamsc  the  oe- 
currence  of  disease,  from  such  numerous  sources, 
would,  without  doubt,  be  a  verv  difficult  thktgto 
accomplish,  unless  their  arrival  could  be  so  man- 
aged as  to  inure,  in  some  measure,  the  coustito- 
tion  gradually  to  the  change  of  cHmiite.  This 
hai  (Men  sofuetimes  attempted  in  iotroduciug 
fresh  gangs  of  negroes  into  the  Territorf ,  and  ap- 
parently with  the  happiiest  efieet^  >Depletioii  here 
was  substKuted,  and  leoieiit  exercise,  for  soma 
ikfk^i  together  with  a  proper  regimen,  obserred. 


No.  8. 
WA8fliN<2T0N,  January  23^  1810. 
Sia:  As  you  have  resigaed  the  command  of 
the  troops  to  which  we  are.  attached,  this  tetter 
caaaot,  by  the  most  malignant,  be  ascribed  toaaf 
improper  motives,  and  we  beg  you  to  be  assart 
that  it  proceeds  from  the  most  disinterested  source, 
and  is  produced  by  a  temper  of  justice  only. 

la  oneriag  to  you  our  best  wishes  for  your  fu- 
ture health  and  happiness,  we  should  liot  do  jus- 
tice to  our  feelings,  nor  your  conduct,  if  we  omit- 
ted to  acknowledge  your  incessant  attentioa  to 
the  department  of  which  we  are  roeaibftr%  or 
failed  to  give  testimoay  to  your  solicitude,  your 
tenderness  for,  and  fostering  care  of  the  sick ;  for 
it  was,  sir,  to  the  supplies  of  extraordinary  com- 
forts and  necessaries  which  you  from  time  to 
time  have  ordered,'  that  we  owe  the  lives  of  many 
men  ;  and  whatever  oiay  have  beau,  the  misrep- 
reseatatione  <ir  misapprehensions  which  have  gone 
forth  on  this  subject,  we  have  no  doubt  the  coa- 
sciousness  of  your  own  good  conduct  will  affi>ffd 
you  the  richest  reward  under  heaveiu 

We  have  the  honor  to  reauin,  your  very  obe- 
dient and  hiuoble  servants, 

J.  W-  DANIEL, 

Hospital  Swrgem,  V.  S.  A. 
D.  CLAUDES, 

Surgeon  Ldght  ArlUUrm.^ 
ALFRED  THIJ^^STON, 

Surgeon  7th  mfaMru, 
WM,UPSHAW,  ^ 

Surgeon  5th  hifimtry. 
SMITH  CUTLER, 

Siirgeon  Rifle  Carpi, 
LEWIS  DUNHAM, 

Surgeon  DragootUm 
THOMAS  PINKERTON, 

Surgeon^Jt  Mate  U,  8,  Amn. 
A.  G.  GOODLET, 

Surgeon^e  Mate  7th  infaniru. 
THOMAS  LAWSON, 

Surgeon^M  Mate. 
General  Wiutiitaoif. 
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AIiLOWANOB  OF  DRAWBACK. 

[Commmiicated  to  the  Home,  February  81, 1810.] 
Mr.  Nbwton,  from  the  Coamittee  of  Com- 
merce aod  Mioufacturet,  lo  whom  was  referred 
the  petitioD  of  George  Armroyd  4b  Co.,  made  the 
folIowiDg  report: 

The  petitioners  state  that,  oo  the  10th  of  July, 
1807,  certain  j^oods,  wares,  and .  merchandise, 
were  imported  in  the  schooner  Christianstadt, 
into  the  United  States,,  viz :  at  Wilmington,  in 
the  district  of  Delaware,  and  that  the  same  were 
afterwards  transported,  coastwise,  in  the  sloops 
Carolina  and  Ann,  to  Philadelphia. 

That,  on  the  2d  day  of  October,  1800,  Mr. 
Perciral,  one  of  the  partners  of  the  firm^  made 
application,  at  the  costom-house  of  PhiliEuielphia» 
to  know  wnether  the  mereliandise  was  then  en- 
titled to  drawback :  the  deputy  collector  and  na^al 
officer^  on  examination,  determined  that  the  merr 
cbandise  was  entitled  to  the  drawback,  and  would 
continue  so  if  shipped  on  the  3d  or  4th  of  October. 
That,  on  the  dd  of  October,  the  merchandise 
was  shipped  for  a  foreign  port,  after  having  pre- 
viously obtained  the  ezporl  permits.  The  ]>eti- 
tioners  further  state,  tlMt,  %X  the  usual  period 
certificates  for  debentures  were  issued,  subscribed 
by  the  deputy  collector  and  naval  officers,'and 
delivered  to  the  petitioners,  to  enable  them  to  re- 
ceive, from  the  collector  at  Wilmington,  the 
amount  of  the  drawback,  and  that,  on  the  appli- 
cation of  the  petitioners  to  the  collector  of  W 11- 
miogton,  for  the  amount  of  the  debentures,  he 
refused  to  pay  the  same,  alleging  as  a  reason,  that 
the  merchandise  had  been  too  long  within  the 
UoiCed  States  to  be  entitled  to  the  drawback  of 
duties.  AU  the  facts  set  forth  in  this  statement 
are  supported  by  custom-house  certificates.  Two 
letters,  one  from  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury, 
aud  tne  other  from  the  deputy  collector  of  the 
cubtom-house  at  Philadelphia,  accompany  the 
peti&ion.  By  the  computation  of  the  Comptroller, 
the  time  during  which  the  merchandise  was  en- 
titled to  a  drawback,  had  expired  by  a  day,  but, 
from  the  calculation  made  by  the  deputy  collecr 
U>r  and  naral  officer  of  Philadelphia,  the  ezpor- 
^tioo  took  place  two  days  witnin  the  period 
illowed  for  transshipments  of  merchandise  with 
>eiiefit  of  drawback. 

The  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  draw- 
mck  of  duties  in  this  case,  as  made  out  by  George 
!irmrcnfd  and  Company,  ought  to  be  allowed,  in- 
ismach  as  they  were  induced  to  make  the  snip- 
ncDt  of  merchandise  for  a  foreign  market,  under 
i  conviction  that  the  same  Was  entitled  to  the 
tllo'wance  of  a  drawback  of  duties,  by  the  deci- 
ioo  of  the  deputy  collector  and  naval  ofiicer  of 
he  custom-house  at  Philadelphia,  whose  provinbc 
t  is  to  superintend  importations  and  exportations 
•f  merchandise. 

The  committed  are  disposed  to  exact  a  strict 
ompliance  with  law,  in  matters  of  great  public 
oDcern,  when  the  party  acu  spontaueously,  or 
rom  advice  of  persons  not  clothed  with  the  in- 
i^oia  of  office ;  but.  under  the  eireomstances  of 
11th  Con.  2i  Ssss.— 79 


this  oaaey  ihey  do  not  adnh  that  it  comports 
either  with  the  honor  or  jaittce  ef  the  Natioaal 
I^^^islaliire,  to  toke  advantage  of  an  error,  if  error 
it  M,  eommicted  by  citizens  acting  in  conformity 
te  the  deeisioB  of  its  authorized  agents*  It  ap* 
pears,  from  the  documents  before  the  committee, 
thai  George  Armroyd  aod  Connaoy  would  never 
have  etportfld  the  merohandise  had  they  not  b^en 
previoasly  assured,  by  the  proper  authorhy,  that 
the  drawbaek  of  duties  weald  be  allowed.  The 
diffionlty  in  this  ease  arises  ib  a  great  meastue  ia 
the  three  following  circumstances :  1st.  The  time 
aUewed  for  the  exportation,  with  an  allowance 
of'  the  dia#back,  being  made  up  of  parts  of  dift 
fereat  |»ears ;  8d.  The  deddotioa  of  the  time  dur- 
ing which  the  embargo  was  in  force,  riz :  from 
the  22d  of  Deeember,  1807,  to  the  15th  of  Mareh^ 
1800 1  aod,  3dly.  The  intervention  of  icap  year.. 

The  committee  are  not  disposed  to  rest  the 
ekdem  of  the  parties  lo  the  justice  of  the  National 
Lotisklure  on  either  of  the  three  points  stated* 

Their  decision  is  founded  on  the  official  acts  of 
the  4epaty  Collector  and  naval  officer  of  the  port 
of  Philadelphia.  The  letler  of  Mr.  Qrafl;  the 
depttly  eolleetor,  elearly  proves  that  the  petition- 
ers acted  fhirly,  and  in  strict  conformity  to  the 
usaffe  of  the  custom-house. 

Thouffh  the  committee  make  their  decision  in 
favor  of  the  parties,  on  the  grounds  stated,  yet 
thev  are  satisfied  it  might  be  made  to  depend, 
with  great  propriety,  on  the  other  pofnti;.  The 
calculation  of  the  Comptroller  of  tne  Treasury, 
contained  in  his  letter,  to  which  the  committee 
beg  leave  to  refer,  dififers  from  that  made  by  offi- 
cers of  the  customs  at  least  by  a  day.  According 
to  strict  and  fair  computation,  it  appears  that  the 
additional  day  in  leap  year  should  be  given  as  a 
day  of  grace  to  the  petitioners.  If  there  had  been 
no  embargo,  part  of  leap  year  would  have  been 
computed  in  the  time  allowed  for  the  exportation 
with  benefit  of  drawback.  It  neter  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  Legislature  to  narrow  th^  privilege 
of  exportation  with  the  allowance  of  drawback  of 
duties,  existing  at  the  time  the  embargo  was  laid, 
as  is  clearly  evinced  by  the  passage  of  the  law,  to 
prevent  the  time,  during  whicn  the  embargo 
should  be  in  for<^e,  being  computed  as  making 
part  of  the  term  of  twelve  calendar  months,  dur- 
ing Which,  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  must  be  exported, 
m  order  to  be  entitled  to  a  drawback  of  the  duties 
paid  on  the  importation.  If  there  had  been  no 
suspension  of  fbieigh  trade,  the  impression  on  the 
committee^  from  the  statement  c^  the  deputy  col- 
lector. Mr.  Qra^  is,  that  the  additional  day  would 
have  been  allowed  to  the  petitioners. 

From  this  view  of  the  case,  the  committee  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  resolution : 

JResolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is 
reasonable,  and  oiight  to  be  granted. 

Trsasoht  Departmbiit, 
OmjpiroUer^9  Office,  Dec.  8, 1609. 
Sir  :  Your  letter  of  the  fourth,  with  one  from 
Mr.  Oraff,  relative  to  an  exportation  of  merchan- 
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dise  imported  into  the  district  of  Delawmre,  and 
exported  from  Philadelphia,  is  received.  ^ 

The  collector  of  Delaware  has  been  informed 
that  the  exportation  was  not  made  in  time,  and 
therefore,  that  the  merchandise  was  not  entitled 
to  drawback. 

The  date  of  imporution  was  the  10th  of  July, 
1807,  and  the  export  entry  was  on  the  3d  of  October, 
1806.  Including  the  dav  of  importation  and  that 
of  exportation,  and  exelading  the  time  that  the 
embargo  was  in  force,  there  will  remain  three 
hundred  and  sixty-six  days. 

Now,  as  three  hundred  and  sixty-six  days  are 
made  up  of  parts  of  the  years  1807  and  1809,  and 
the  intermeaiate  was  leap  year,  there  can  be  no 
question  but  that  the  eoods  were  exported  too 
late  by  ooie  day.  The  law  requires  that  an  ex- 
portation for  drawbacks  shall  be  made  in  twelve 
calendar  months,  and  those  months  will  always 
be  comprehendea  in  three  hundred  and  sixty-five 
days,  except  in  leap  year,  in  which  three  hundred 
and  sixty-six  days  are  contained. 

Enclosed  b  a  copy  of  the  calculation  made  at 
(he  TreasuTy. 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  DUVALL. 

John  Steele,  Esq. 

Imported  July  10, 1807.     '' 

Days. 

July 21 

August -  31 

September 30 

October 31 

November 30 

December 21 


164 


1809. 

March^ 16 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August  .  -  -  - 
September  -  -  -  - 
October        -       -       •       - 


30 
31 
30 
31 
31 
30 
3 
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Pbiladblpbia,  December  4, 1809. 
Sir  :  On  the  2d  of  October  last,  whilst  yet  act- 
ing as  your  deputy,  Mr.  Percival,  of  the  house  of 
George  Armroyd  and  Company,  came  to  your 
office,  (you  were  just  then  absent.)  and  asked  me 
whether  goods  imported  on  the  10th  of  July,  1807, 
were  entitled  to  drawback,  and  when  the  time 
would  expire.  There  wfts  a  considerable  press 
of  business  at  the  time,  and  I  asked  him,  have 
you  tried  the  time,  and  do  you  say  they  are  en- 
titled to  drawback?  He  answered  he  had,  and 
that  they  were  entitled  thereto,  I  think  I  re- 
plied, if  you  are  sure,  there  is  no  occasion  for  me 
to  try ;  make  out  your  entries,  and  get  permit  to 


ship  your  go^ds.    He  answered,  tkat  be  witbed 
ine  tt»  examine,  as  a  little  while  past  I  hidd^ 
dared  the  time  to  have  expired  in  the  case  of 
some  other  goods,  when  he  thought  they  were 
entitled  to  drawback.    I'  did  try,  and  made  the 
time  to  expire  on  the  3d  or  4th ;  at  same  time  I 
gave  the  date  to  the  deputy  naval  officer,  and  be 
agreed  with  me.    He  said  thev  were  resdf  to 
ship  the  goods  then,  but  the  vessel  was  in  thehudi 
of  ttie  carpenters,  and  as  there  appeared  some  fine 
to  spare,  and  the  goods  could  be  laden  od  board 
in  a  few  hours,  they  did  not  take  out  the  export 
permit  until  the  following  dav  ;  and  had  I  Dot,  on 
the  solemn  declaration  Ihad  taken,  not  to  saffer 
the  revenue  of  the  United  States  to  be  defraoded, 
been  satisfied  the  goods  were  entitled  to  draw- 
back,  I  oever  wbiild  have  issued  (he  permits, 
qualified  the  exporter  to  his  entries,  snfiered  the 
export  bonds  to  be  signed,  and  then  have  iasoed 
the  certificates  to  obtain  the  drawback  in  Dela- 
ware ^district,  all  which   has  been  done.  The 
deputy  naval  oflScer,  under  like  convictioD,  did 
sign  tne  etpoti  permit  and  certificate  No.  2.  I 
feel  much  concern  to  find  that  the  collector  of 
Delaware  has  refused  to  issue  the  debeotores,  aad 
that  the  certificates  No.  2,  have  been  retaroed. 
This,  I  believe,'is  the  only  act  of  mine,  since  yoa 
have  been  in  office,  which  is  likely  to  gire  jfott 
trouble;  and  I  regret  it  more  pdirticnlarlr,  that  it 
should  have  happened  on  the  eve  pf  my  declioiog 
my  situation  as  your  deputy.    The  Dondswere 
signed  on  the  5ihj  of  course.    The  certificates 
were  of  that  date,  m  order  to  enable  theeotiecior 
to  know  when  the  debentures  ought  to  be  inade 
payable.    I  am  not  yet  convinced  that  these 
goods  are  not  legally  entitled  to  drawback.  What 
says  the  law  7  vol.  4,  sec.  t5.  pa^e  395.  "Draw- 
backs shall  be  allowed  and  paid  on  *^fP?^ 
wares^and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States,  whereupon  the  duties  shall  have  been  paid, 
or  secured  to  be  paid,  as,  within  twelve  calendar 
months  after  payment  or  security  given,  shall  be 
exported  to  any  foreign  port  or  plac^"  &c.  The 
collector  of  Delaware  makes  twelve  ctlendif 
months  to  consist  of  three  hundred  and  "^if'J^ 
days.    They  sometimes  contain  three  hundred 
and  sixty-six  days.    But,  sir.  the  law  has  alwiT* 
been  construed  so  as  to  take  in  the  date  of  the 
month  of  importation,  of  the  following  year,  nx: 
Goods  imported  on  the  10th  of  July,  in  one  jear, 
if  shipped  on  the  lOih  of  July,  in  the  ft>liowiD& 
have  al ways  received  the  drawback.   Your  booD 
will  show  many  instances  of  this  kind,  and  do 
demur  has  ever  oeen  made  at  the  Treasury.  Tm 
law  does  not  say  within  one  year  from  the  daie« 
iml[)oriation,  but  within  twelve  calendar  mofltw 
after  payment,  &c.    A  question  would  hcreanst, 
which  1  believe  has  never  been  affiiated,  wfiei 
the  twelve  calendar  months  legally  expire.  A 
imports  goods  in  a  vessel  entered  dt  the  custom* 
house  on  the  10th  of  July,  1809  j  he  cntej  w 
goods  on  the  16th,  and  pays  the  duties,  nnw 
goods  in  the  same  vessel,  and  he  secures  the  flO' 
ties  on  the  20th.    Quere.  Do  the  twelve  cal«^ 
dar  months  expire  on  the  15th,  20th,  or  the  m 
of  July,  18107  But,  admitting  the  true  conjutie- 
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.  Cion  of  the  law  to  be  after  the  date  of  importation, 

{he  calcalatioQs  might  be  made  in  two  days, 

which  appear  to  be  just  and  legalr-say,  in  this  case, 

Mantht*  *Day9. 

After  the  10th  of  Joly,  1807,  to  31st 
of  same  month         ... 

August,  September,  October,  No- 
vember    .       -       -       .       . 

To  December  21st        -       .       . 

After  15th  March  to  31st  saoM 
month,  1809      .... 

April,  May,  Jane,  July,  Augast, 
September        -       -       .       - 

October  Ist  to  3d  - 


21 


21 
16 


6 


3 


10         61 
Or  thas,  which  is  according  to  common  tisage: 

MorUhi.  Days. 
After  10th  of  July  to  10th  Decem- 
ber, 1807  .....      6 
To  21st  December       ...      -         ij. 
After  15th  March  to  15th  Septem- 
ber, 1809  ^       ....      6 
To  October  3d      ....     -         18 


11 


Eleven  months  and  twenty-nine  days.  This 
appears  to  be  the  law ;  it  does  not  say  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-fire  or  three  hundred  and  sixty-six 
days.  Suppose  the  law  to  sajr  within  three  cal- 
endar monthsyrom  the  date  ot  importation. 

January  1st,  to  March  31st,  would  be  ninety 
days  for  three  calendar  months  $  February  1st,  to 
April  30th^  would  be  eishty-nine  days  for  three 
calendar  months ;  March  1st,  to  May  31st,  would 
be  ninety-two  days  for  three  calendar  months. 

The  collector  of  Delaware's  calculation  is  cer- 
tainly incorrect  I  cannot  be  persuaded  but  that 
the  exporters,  Gkorge  Armroyd  and  Gompanyi 
are  legally  entitled  to  the  drawback  in  question, 
and  I  respectfully  irequest  you  will  be  pleased  to 
lay  this  statement  before  Q.  Durall,  Esq..  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  who,  I  trust,  will  under 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  case,  and  giving 
the  itLW  a  liberal  construction,  be  induced  to  ad- 
mit the  claim,  and  direct  payment  thereof,  by  the 
collector  of  the  district  of  Delaware. 
Respectfully,  I  am,  sir,  dbc. 

JOHN  QRAFF. 

John  STBELB,Bsq^ 

CoUechr  of  Philadelphia, 
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PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  CONGRESS; 


PA89EI)  AT  THE  FIBBT  AND  aBCOND  SESSIOITa  OF  THE  ELEVENTH  CONOBE89,  BE- 
GUN AND  HELD  AT  THE  CITY  OP  WAMINGTON,  MAY  JW,  AND  NOV.  «7, 1809. 


FIRST  SESSION. 


An  Act  respecting  the  shiptf  or  teaaeiB  owned  by  citi- 
zens or  subjects  of  foreign  nations  with  which  com- 
mercial intercourse  is  permitted. 
Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  ofRepre- 
^Bentativee  of  the  United  Slatea  of  America  in 
CkmgTe$8  a98emble4,  That,  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  all  ships  or  fessels  owned  by 
•citizens  or  subjects  of  anf  foreig;n  nation  with 
which  commercial  interx|0urse  is  permitted  by  the 
act.  enutled  *'  An  act  to  interdict  the  commer- 
cial interconrse  between  the  United  States  and 
'Great  Britain  and  t*rance,  and  their  dependen 
cies,  and  for  other  purposes.''  be  permittee!  to  take 
tm  board  cargoes  of  domestic  or  foreign  produce, 
and  to  depart  with  the  same  for  any  foreign  port 
or  pjaoe  with  which  such  Intercourse  is  or  shall 
at  the  time  of  their  departure,  respectively,  be 
thus  permitted,  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the 
same  conditions,  as  is 'provided  by  the  act  afore- 
said, for  Tjesseis  owned  bv  citizens  of  the  Uni- 
ted States;  anything  in  the  said  act,  or  in  the 
■act  laying  an  embargo  pn  all  ships  and  vessels  in 
the  ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  or  in 
any  of  the  several  acts  supplementary  thereto,  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

J.  B.  VARNUM, 
Speaker  (^the  House  of  Bepretieniatives, 

GEO.  CLINTON. 
Fice  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
President  of  the  Senate. 
Approved,  May  30, 1809. 

JAMKS  MADISON. 

JUi  Act  qaaking  Ihrther  aj^MOpriations  to  complete  the 
fortifications  commen<»id  for  the  security  of  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  the  United  States,  and  tp  erect  soch  ^ 
fortifications  as  may  he  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  Northern  and  Western/rentiers  of  t{ie^iJi^ted 
States. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That,  for  the  purpose  of 
«ompletinff  the  fortincations  commenced  for  the 
security  of  the  seaport  towbs  and  harbors  of  the 
CJaited  Sutas,  ana  Territories  thereaf,  and  for 
erecting  such  fortifications  as  may,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  he 
deemed  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  North- 
•era  and  Western  frontiers,  there  be  and  hereby  is 
appropriated  the  sum  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
cbousand  dollars,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys 
io  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  June  14, 1809. 


An  Act  authorizing  the  appointment  of  an  agent  for 
the  land  office  at  Kaskaskia,  and  allowing  compen- 
sation to  the  Commissioners  and  clerk. 
Be  it  enacUd,  f  c,  That  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorizea  to  em* 
ploy  an  agent,  whose  compensatipn  shall  not  ex- 
ceed five  hundred  dollars  in  full  for  aft  hh  ser^ 
Vices,  for  the  purpose  of  appearing  before  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  adjusting  the  claims 
to  land  in  the  Kaskaskia  distnct,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  to  investigate  the  claims  for  iand^ 
and  to  oppose  all  such  as  he  may  deem  fhtudiH 
lent  and  unfounded. 

Sac.  2.  And  he  it  furrier  enacted,  That  five 
hundred  dollars  shall  be  allowed  to  each  of  the 
said  Commissioners  and  to  the  clerk  of  the 
Board,  as  compensation  for  their  services,  ren- 
dered in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  eight. 
Approved,  June  15, 1809. 

An  Act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  '<An  act 
making  appropriations  for  carrying  into  eifecc  a  trea- 
ty hetween  the  United  States  and  the  Chickasaw 
tribe  of  Indians ;  and  to  estshlidi  a  land  ofilee  in  the 
Misf4ssippi  Tenltory.'' 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c.  That  so  much  of  the  lands 
ceded  to  the  United  Sutes  b^  the  Cherokee  and 
Chickasaw  Indians,  as  lies  wuhin  the  Mississippi 
Territory,  and  for  which  a  land  office  was  direct- 
ed to  be  established,  by  the  second  section  of  the 
acttp  which  thisact  i^aupplement, shall,  with  the 
exception  of  section  number  sixteen  in  each  town- 
ship, which  shall  be  reserved  for  the  use  of  schools 
within  the  same,  and  with  the  exception  of  the 
salt  springs  and  lands  contiguous  thereto,  which, 
by  the  direction  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  may  be  reserved  for  the  future  disposal  of 
thesaid  UnitedStates.be  offered  for  sale  toihehigh- 
est  bidder,  under  the  direction  of  the  register  of  the 
land  office  and  of  the  receiver  of  public  moneys, 
at  the  place  where  the  land  office  is  established, 
and  on  the  day  or  days  which  shall  have  been 
designated  by  proclamation  of  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  that  purpose^  the  sales  shall 
remain  open  for  six  weeks,  and  no  longer;  the 
lands  shall  not  be  sold  for  less  than  two  dol- 
lars an  acre,  and  shall  be  sold  in  tracts  of  the 
same  size^  and  in  all  respects  on  the  same  terms 
and  conditions  as  have  been  or  may  be  by  law 
provided  for  the  sale  of  the  other  public  lands  in 
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the  Mississippi  "^exnioxj.  All  the  landi  of  the 
United  States  in  the  said  district,  with  the  ex- 
ceptions above-mentioned;  remaining^  unsold  at 
the  close  of  the  pablic  sales,  may  be  disposed  of  at 
private  sale,  by  the  register  of  the  land  office,  in 
the  same  manner,  under  the  same  regulations,  for 

S^e  same  price,  and  on  the  same  terms  and  con- 
itions,  as  are  or  mav  be  provided  by  law  for  the 
sale  of  the  lands  of  the  United  Sutes  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Territory ;  and  patents  shall  be  obtained 
for  lands  sold  in  said  district,  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  on  the  same  terms,  as  are  provided  hj 
law  for  other  public  lands  sold  in  the  Mississippi 
Territory. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Tl^at  the 
superintendents  of  the  public  sales,  directed  by 
this  act,  shall  each  receive  six  dollars  a  day,  for 
every  day's  attendance  on  the  said  sales. 
Approved,  June  15, 1809. 

As  Act  to  continue  in  force  .**  An  act  declaring  the 
assent  of  CongrcM  to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  passed  the  twenty-first  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four." 

Be  U  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  act  of  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundredafid 
SIX,  entitled  '^An  act  declaring  the  consent  of 
Congreaa  to  an  ac^  of  the  State  of  South  Caroli- 
na, passed  on  the  twenty^first  day  of  December, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  four^  so  far  as 
the  same  relates  to  authorizing  the  City  Council 
•f  Charleston  to  impose  and  collect  a  duty  on  the 
tonnage  of  vessels  from  foreign  ports,"  be  and  the 
same  is  hereby  continued  in  force  from  the  pas- 
sage of  this  act  for  five  years,  and  thence  to  the 
end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress  tb«^e|Lfter, 
and  no  longer. 

Approved,  June  15, 1809. 


An  Act  to  fix  the  tame  for  the  next  meetmg  of  Congress. 

Be  U  enacted,  ^  That,  after  the  adjourn^ 
ment  of  the  present  session,  the  next  meeting  of 
Consress  shall  be  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  No- 
▼emoer  next. 

Approved,  Jane  24, 1809. 

An  Act  for  the  remission  of  certain  pmialties  and  for- 
feitures, and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  herebv  authorized  to 
remit  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  which  may  have 
been  incurred  in  consequence  of  any  of  the  pro- 
Tisions  of  the  act,  entitled  ^*An  act  to  prohibit 
the  importation  of  slaves  into  any  port  or  place 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  in  the  year. of 
our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  huncfred  ind  eight,^' 
hf^  any  person  who  may  have  been  concerned  in 
brin|^ng  into  any  port  or  place  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  United  Sutes,  any  slave  or  slaves, 
owned  b^  tny  person  or  persons  who  shall  have 
been  forcibly  expelled  from  the  island  of  Cuba, 
by  order  or  the  Government  thereof:  and  the 
Preaideot  of  the  United  States  is.herebf  iWcber 


authorized  to  release  all  vessels  and  other  elTects, 
which  may  have  been  or  may  hereafter  be  seized 
therefor :  Provided,  That  he  shall  be  first  sstb- 
ed,  in  every  case,  that  the  person  tbus  coQeernnl 
in  bringing  in  such  slave  or  slaves  as  aforesaid, 
was  impelled  thereto,  by  circomsunees  which, io 
the  judgment  of  the  President  of  the  Uaited 
States,  would  justify  the  act ;  and  without  loj 
intention  on  th^  part  of  such  person  voluntarilf 
to  evade  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  tfor^ 
said :  And  provided,  alio,  That  such  slave  or 
slaves  shall  have  been  brouffht  into  the  United 
States  In  the  same  vessel  and  at  the  same  time  as 
their  owner  or  owners  respectively. 

Sec.  2,  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  and  he  is  her^ 
by  authorized  to  make  any  arrangement  with  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  which  he 
may  deem  necessary  and  proper,  for  transportinr 
such  of  the  unfortunate  exiles  from  the  said 
island  of  Cuba,  with  their  effects,  as  shall  desire 
to  depart  from  the  United  States  to  any  port  or 
place  within  the  territories  of  France,  ner  colo- 
nies, or  dependencies,  any  law  to  the  coDtrarr 
notwithstanding:  Proviaed,  That  the  resseb 
transporting  the  same  shall  depart  only  inhallas^ 
and  without  taking  on  board  any  other  etrgo 
than  such  sea  stores  as  may  be  deemed  necessary 
for  the  voyage  in  every  case.  And  to  enable  the 
President  to  carry  into  effect  any  such  arraDg^ 
roent,  as  well  as  ror  supply ine,  temporarily;  soeh 
of  the  unfortunate  exiles  with  the  necessaries  of 
subsistence,  as  may  be  in  actual  want  thereot 
there  be  appropriated  the  sum  of  fifteen  thoasaod 
dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary 
for  these  objects,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  tHODeyift 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated:  no- 
vided,  however,  That  all  moneys  drawn  ootof 
the  Treasury,  in  virtue  of  this  act,  shall  becbarged 
to  the  French  €K>vernment,  under  such  stipula- 
tions for  reimbursing  the  same,  on  the  ptrtof  the 
Minister  Plenipotentiary  of  France,  as,  hi  the 
judgment  of  the  President,  may  be  deemed  pro- 
per for  that  object. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
claim  and  demand  of  the  United  Stata  to  aay 
moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  ship  Clara, 
sold  in  pursuance  of  a  decree  of  the  district  conrt 
for  OHeans  district,  holden  in  March,  one  thoi- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  be  and  the  same  is 
hereby  relinquished  and  remitted  to  Audrey 
Foster  and  Jacob  P.  Giraud,  late  owners  of  the 
said  ship  Clara,  anything  in  any  former  law  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approvied,  June  28, 1809. 


An  Aet  to  asmend  and  coatinue  in  fores  certampirti 
of  the  act,  entitled  *<An  act  to  inteidict  tha  f^ 
nerdal  intercourse  between  the  United  8taiei««i 
Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependciot^ 
and  for  other  puiposes*" 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  third,  fourth.  U^ 
sixth,  sevmith,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  le^' 
enteenthi  and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  aet,ea- 
titled  ^An  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  it»^ 
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eoQne  between  tbe  Uaited  flutes  «iid  Great 
Brittia  and  FraDee,  aod  thek  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes/'  shall  conttiHie  in  force  until 
the  end  of  the  next  session  of  Congress :  Pro- 
wkdy  That  nothiii|[  therein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  prohibit  any  trade  or  eomniercial 
intercourse  wbidi  has  been  or  may  be  permitted 
in  conformity  with  the  proyisions  of  the  eleventh 
section  of  the  said  act. 

Sac.  2.  And  be  it  Juriker  enaoied,  That  all 
acts  repealed,  or  mentioned^  or  intended  to  be  re- 
pealed by  the  said  act,  to  interdict  commercial 
intercoor^  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  their  dependencies, shall 
be  and  remain  repealed  notwithstanding  any  part 
of  the  same  act  which  nas  been  or  may  nereafter 
be  revoked  or  annulled,  or  which  may  expire  by 
its  own  limitation :  Provided,  That  all  tne  pen- 
alties and  forfeiturjcs  which  may  have  been  incur- 
red, or  shall  hereafter  be  incurred  on  account  of 
any  infraction  of  the  act  laying  an  embargo  on 
all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and  harbors  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  any  of  the  acts  supple- 
mentary thereto,  or  of  the  act  to  enforce  and 
make  more  effecttial  an  act,  entitled  "An  act  lay- 
ing an  embarffo  on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the 
ports  and  harbors  of  the  United  Stales,"  or  of 
any  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  to  interdict  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depedd- 
encies«  and  for  other  purposes,  shall,  after  the  ex- 
piration of  any  of  the  said  acts  or  of  any  provis- 
ion thereof,  be  recovered  and  distributed  in  like 
manner  as  if  the  said  acts  atid  every  prorision 
thereof  had  continued  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it Juriher  enacted^  That,  during 
tbe  continuance  of  this  act,  no  ship  or  vessel,  ex- 
cept such  as  may  be  chartered  or  employed  for 
the  public  service  by  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  permitted  to  depart  for  any  foreign 
port  or  place  with  which  commercial  intercourse 
has  not  been  or  may  not  be  permitted  by  virtue  of 
this  act,  or  of  tbe  act  to  interdict  tbe  commercial 
intercourse  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  and  France  and  their  dependencies,  and 
for  other  purposes.  And  no  ship  o,r  vessel  bound 
to  a  foreign  port  or  place  with  which  commercial 
intercourse  has  been  or  may  be  thus  permitted, 
>xcept  such  as  may  be  char^red  or  employed  as 
iforesaid,  shall  .be  allowed  to  depart,  unless,  the 
> wner  or  owners,  consignee  or  factor  of  such  ship 
>r  vessel  shall,  with  the  master,  have  ^iven  bond 
with  one  or  more  sureties  to  the  United  States, 
D  a  sum  double  the  value  of  tbe  vessel  and  cargo, 
;bat  the  vessel  shall  not  proceed  to  any  port  or 
>lace  with  which  commercial  intercourse  is  not 
hus  permitted,  nor  be  directly  or  indirectly  en- 
^geJ,  during  the  voyage,  in  any  trade  with  such 
tort  or  place.  And  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall, 
tontrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  section,  depart 
rom  any  port  of  the  United  States,  without 
learance,  or  without  having  given  bond  in  the 
oaoaer  abpve-mentioned,  such  ship  or  vessel,  to- 
gether with  her  cargo,  shall  be  wholly  forfeited, 
iDd  the  owner  or  owners,  agent,  freighter,  or  fac- 
ora,  matter,  or  comiaander  of  such  ship  or  vesael. 


shall,  moreover,  severally  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum 
eqqal  tp  the  value  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  and  of 
the  cargo  put  on  board  the  same :  Provided^  oZ- 
vxiySf  That  the  provisions  of  the  eleventh  section 
of  the  act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  nur- 
poses,  shall  extend  to  the  prohibitions  imposed  by 
this  section ;  which  prohibitions  shall  cease  to 
operate  in  the  manner  and  under  the  limitations 
prescribed  by  the  eleventh  section  aforesaid,  in 
relation  to  any  nation  with  which  commercial 
intercourse  may  hereafter  be  permitted,  in  con* 
formity  with  the  provisions  oi  the  eleventh  sec- 
tion aforesaid. ' 

Sbc.  a.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  all 
penalties  and  forfeitures  arisiuff  under,  or  incurred 
by  virtue  of  this  act^  shall,  duriog  the  continu- 
ance a'nd  after  the  expiration  thereof,  be  recovered 
and  distributed,  and  may  be  remitted  or  mitigated 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  act  to  interdict 
the  commercial  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 
dependencies,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  the 
acts  therein  referred  to. 

Sec  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all  the 
vessels  which  may  have  arrived  at  any  port  or 
place  within  the  United  States  from  Great  Brit- 
ain, her  colonies  or  dependencies,  between  the 
twentieth  day  of  May  and  the  eleventh  of  June, 
one  thousaud  eight  hundred  and  nine,  shall  be 
exempted  from  all  tbe  forfeiture  and  penalties 
incurred  in  consequence  ot  any  violation  of  any 
of  the  provisions  of  the  said  act  to  interdict  the 
commercial  intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their  depend- 
encies. 

Approved,  June  28, 1809. 


Ah  Act  supplementary  to  the  act^  entitled  *<An  act 
•  making  provision  for  the  support  of  pnblic  credit,  and 
for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt" 
Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  powers  vested  in 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  by  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  a  sup- 
plement, shall  extend  to  all  the  cases  of  reim* 
Dursement  of  any  instalments  or  parts  of  the  cap- 
ital, or  principal,  of  the  public  debt  now  existing, 
which  may  become  payable  according  to  law. 
And,  in  ever]^  case  in  which  a  loan  may  be  made 
accordingly,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  such  loan  to  be 
made  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  any  thing 
in  any  act  of  Congress  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
standing. 

Approved.  June  28, 1809. 


An  Act  making  an  appropriation  to  finish  and  furaiih 
the  Senate  Chamber,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That,  to  defray  the  expenses 
of  finishing  and  famishing  the  permanent  Senate 
Chamber,  its  committee  rooms,  lobbies,  and  other 
apartments,  the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars  is 
appropriated,  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Sflp»  2.  Andheit  fwiher enMted,  Thai,toda- 
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toy  tbe  ekpeoQe  iaoitrred  itt  fitting  np  die^ein* 
jrarary  Scnmte  Chamb^,  and  repsiring  and  pror 
▼iding  articles  of  farniiure,  tbe  farther  sura  of 
aixteen  band  red  dollars  be  appropriated,  tbe  tame 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  tbe  Treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated. 
ApproTed,  Jane  88, 1809. 

An  Act  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  recruiting 
service. 

Be  ii  enacted,  ^.,  That  so  maeh  of  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  raise  for  a  limited  time  ao 
additional  military  force,"  as  authorizes  the  en* 
listing  of  men  for  the  term  of  five  years,  unless 
aooner  discharged,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  sus- 
pended until  twenty  days  after  the  next  meeting 
of  Congress. 

Approved.  June  28, 1809. 


An  Act  making  appropriations  for  defraying  the  ex- 
pense of  stationery,  printing,  and  all  other  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, during  the  present  session  of  Congress. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^,  That,  for  defraying  the  ez- 
fwnse  of  stationery,  printing,  «nd  aU  other  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  during  the  present  seesioQ  of 
Congress,  the  sum  of  nine  thousand  dollars  be. 
and  the  same  hereby  is  appropriated,  payable  out 
of  an^  money  in  the  Treasury  not^  otherwise  ap- 
propriated. 

Approved,  June  28, 1809. 


An  Act  anthorisbif  Ihe  aocoatiiig 
Treasaiy  Beparlment  to  give  credit  to  < 
iecton  of  the  customs  for  aUowaneee  paid  by  I 
to  the  oWners  and  crews  of  fishing  voasela. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,,  That  the  aceoaDting  < 
of  tbe  Treasury  Department  be  nod  tliey  ate 
hereby  authorized,  in  settling  the  accoania  oif  tbe 
collectors  of  the  oaatoms,  to  give  them  credit  for 
the  respective  sums  which  have  been  or  a«y  bt 
paid  for  allowanoes  to  ^the  owners  and  crews  of 
fishing  vesaek,  in  lieu  of  drawback  of  tbe  dotiei 
paid  on  the  salt  used  by  tbe  same,  to  the  thirty- 
first  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seven. — Approved,  June  28, 1809. 


An  Act  concerning  the  Naval  Estthliahtnent. 
.  Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  President  of  tbe 
United  States,  in  the  eventof  a  favorable  ehaage 
in  our  foreign  relations,  be  and  he  ia  hereby  ae> 
thorized  to  cause  to  be  discharged  from  aetoal 
service,  and  laid  up  in  ordinary,  such  of  the  frig- 
ates and  public  armed  vessel^  as,  in  hia  judg- 
ment, a  due  regard  to  the  public  aecority  aad 
interest  will  permit. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  wo 
much  of  the  first  section  of  an  act.  entitled  '^Aa 
act  to  authorize  tbe  employment  or  an  additioaal 
force."  passed  at  the  last  session  of  Conc^r^  aa 
requires  the  public  armed  vessels  to  be  stationed 
at  such  ports  and  places  on  the  seacoasc,  or  ae 
cruise  on  the.seacoast  of  the  United  States aad 
Territories  thereof,  be  and  the  same  is 
repeiUed,— Approved,  June  28, 1809. 


ACTS  PASSED  AT  THE  SECOND  SESSION. 


An  Act  to  authorize  the  tran^ortation  of  certain  doc- 
uments free  of  postage. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,  That  the  members  of  Con* 
gress,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  tbe  Clerk 
of  tbe  House  of  Representatives,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  respectively  authorized  to  transmit,  free  of 
postage,  the  Message  of  the  President  of  tne  Uni- 
ted Slates,  of  the  twenty-ninth  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  and  the 
documents  accompanying  the  same,  printed  by 
order  of  the  Senate,  and  by  order  ol  the  House 
of  Representatives,  to  any  post  office  within  the 
United  States,  ana  Territories  thereof,  to  which 
they  may  direct ;  any  law  to  (he  contrary  not- 
witnstanding. 

Approved,  December  9, 1809. 

An  Act  snppleinental.to  an  act,  entitled  ''An  act  ex* 
tending  the  right  of  suflrage  in  the  Indiana  Tern- 
tory,  and  for  other  porpeses." 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  Governor  of  the 
Indiana  Territory,  for  the  time  being,  be  and  he 
'^  ^  ^^Y  autborizf  d  and  empowered  to  apportion 


the  Rewesentatived  amonff  the  several  eoanttes 
in  said  Territory,  as  he  shall  think  proper,  having 
regard  to  the  numbers  limited  in  tbe  fourth  sec- 
tion of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  stippletnent  and 
to  issue  his  writ  for  the  election  of  such  Repre- 
sentatives agreeably  to  the  apportionment  whtek 
he  may  make,  at  such  time  as  be  shall  deem  most 
convenient  for  the  citizens  of  the  several  coun- 
ties in  said  Territory. 

Sec.  2.  Andbe  it fitrffier  enacted,  Thafsosooa 
as  the  Legislature  of  the  said  Territory  shall  be 
convened,  the  number  of  Representatives  in  eaek 
county  thereof  shall  be  regulated  by  the  Qeneral 
Assembly. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  wbea 
any  vacancy  «ball  occur  in  tbe  Legislative  Coaa- 
cil,  by  death,  resignation  or  removal  from  ofiee^ 
or  when  from  either  of  said  causes  there  shall  be  oe 
Delejrate  from  said  Territory  to  the  Congresi  ef 
the  United  States,  the  Governor  shall  in  either 
case  be  authorized  to  iasue  bis  proclamation,  ^ 
recting  an  election  to  be  held  to  supply  snch  va- 
cancy according  to  law. 

Approved,  Decanber  15, 180^. 
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An  Aet  esrtendhif  Am  ttme  ftnr  ivttiiig  and  toeadng 

i  '     teUkaiy  hmd  wamiits. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.,  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  aatborized  to  issue  military  land  warraats  to 
sQch  persons  as  bare  or  shall,  before  the  first  day 
of  March,  one  thousand  eiffht  hundred  and  thir- 
teen, produce  to  him  satisractory  efidence  of  the 
validity  of  their  claims;  which  warrants,  with 
those  heretofore  issued  and  not  yet  satisfied, 
shall  and  may  be  located  in  the  names  of  the 
holders  or  proprietors  thereof,  prior  to  the  first 
day  of  October,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirteen,  on  any  unloc»ted  parts  of  the  fifty  quar- 
ter townships  and  the  fractional  quarter  town- 
ships, reserved  bylaw  for  o(tginal  holders  of  mil- 
itary laad  warrants. 

Approved,  December  19, 1809. 


An  Act  to  reiriTe  and  continue  in  forces  for  a  further 
tisM,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  entitled  '<An  act 
fiirther  to  protect  the  eommeice  and  seamen  of 
the  United  States,  against  the  Barbery  Powem." 

Be  M  enactedj  ^o.,  That  so  much  of  the  act 
passed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  four,  entitled  ''An 
act  further,  to  protect  the  commerce  and  seamen 
of  the  United  States,r  against  the  Barbary  Pow- 
ers," as  is  contained  in  the  first  section  of  the  said 
act,  (and  which  was  revived  and  continued  in 
forccL  for  the  time  therein  mentioned,  b^  f^n  act, 
entitled  "An  act  to  revive  and  continue  in  force, 
for  a  further  time,  the  first  section  of  the  act,  en- 
titled *An  act  further  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the  United  States,  against  the 
Barbary  Powers,"  passed  the  tenth  day  of  Janu- 
ary, one  thousand  ei^ht  hundred  and  nine,}  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is  revived  and  continued  in 
force,  until  the  fourth  day  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eleven :  Providedhowever, 
That  the  additional  duty  laid  by  the  said  section, 
shall  be  collected  on  all  such  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  liable  to  pay  the  saine,as  shall  have 
been  imported  previous  to  that  day. 

Approved,  January  12, 1810. 

An  Act  in  addition  to  the  <<Act  to  regulate  the  laying 
out  and  making  a  road  from  Cumberland,  in  the 
State  of  Maiyland,  to  the  Sute  of  Ohio." 
Be  it  enticted,  <^c.,  That,  in  addition  to  the  un- 
expended balance  of  the  sum  heretofore  appro- 
priated for  the  laying  out  and  making  a  ro^d  from 
Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  the  sum  of  sixty  thousand  dollars 
be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  and  to 
be  expended  under  the  direction  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  in  making  said  road  between 
Cumberland,  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  and 
Brownsville,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  com- 
mencing at  Cumberland ;  which  sum  of  sixty 
thousand  dollars,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  fund 
reserved  for  laying  out  and  making  roads  to  the 
State  of  Ohio,  by  virtue  of  the  seventh  section  of 
an  act,  passed  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  one 
ihousand  eight  hundred  and  two,  entitled  "An 
act  to  enable  the  people  of  the  eastern  division  of 


t|ie  Territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio,  to  form 
a  constitution  and  State  Government,  and  for  the 
admission  of  such  State  into  the  Union  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and  for 
other  purposes." 
Approved,  February  14, 1810. 


An  Act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which  applicatioii 
shall  be  made  for  the  purchase  of  land  at  the  several 
land  offices ;  and  for  the  relief  of  Joab  Garret 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That,  from  and  after  the  first 
day  of  June  next,  every  person  making  applica- 
tion at  any  of  the  land  offices  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  purchase  at  private  sale  of  a  li^ict  of  land, 
shall  produce  to  the.  register  a  memorandum  in 
writing,  describing  the  tract  which  he  shall  enter, 
by  the  proper  number  of  the  section,  half  section, 
or  quarter,  (as  the  case  njay  be,)  and  of  the  town- 
ship and  range,  subscribing  his  name  thereto,  which 
memorandum  the  register  shall  file  and  preserve 
in  his  office. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  Joab 
Garret  shall  be  permitted  to  withdraw  his  entry, 
made  on  the  second  day  of  September,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  seven,  at  the  land  office 
at  Vincennes,  from  the  northwest  quarter seption 
number  two,  township  number  seven,  south  range 
number  seven  west;  and  the  money  paid  by  him, 
on  the  said  entry,  shall  be  placed  to  his  credit,  on 
any  purchase  he  shall  or  may  have  made  of  pub- 
lic land  in  the  same  district. 
Approved,  February  24, 1810.  ' 

An  Aet.lurther  to  provide  ibr  the  xefiigees  fiom  the 
British  provinces  of  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  and 
for  other  purposes*  ^ 

Bt  it  efioc^,  4^0..  That  all  persons  having 
olains  under  the  resolutioas  of  Congress,  passed 
ti|e  twenty-third  day  of  Aprti^  one  thousandseven 
hundred  and  eighty-three,  and  the  thirteenth  of 
April,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty- 
five,  as  refugees  from  the  British  provinces  of 
Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  shall  transmit  to  the 
War  Office,  within  two  years  after  the  passing  of 
this  aet,  a  just  and  true  account  of  their  claims  to 
the  bounty  Of  Congress. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  no 
other  person  shall  be  entitled  to  the  benefits  of 
the  provisions  of  this  act,  than  ttrose  of  the  fol- 
lowing descriptions}  or  their  widows  and  heirs, 
viz:  First,  those  heads  of  families  and  single 
persons,  not  members  of  any  such  families,  who 
were  residents  in  one  of  the  provinces  aforesaid, 
prior  to  the  C^lh  day  of  July,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy^siX)  and  who  aban* 
doned  their  settlements,  in  consequence  of  having 

fiven  aid  to  the  united  colonies  or  States,  'vn  the 
Levolqtiooary  war,  against  Great  Britain,  or  with 
intention  to  give  such  aid,  and  continued  in  the 
United  States,  or  in  their^ervice  during  the  aaid 
war,  and  did  not  return  to  reside  in  the  domin- 
ions of  the  King  of  Great  Britain,  prior  to  the 
twenty-fifth  day  of  November,  one  thousand  aevan 
hundred  and  eighty  three.  Secondly^  The  wid- 
ows and  heirs  of  all  such  persons  as  were  actu- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SSld 


APPENDIX 

Public  Acta  of  Congmt. 


2516 


»lly  resideau  as  iforeaaid,  who  abandoned  their 
settlemeots  as  aforesaid,  and  died  witbia  tbe  Uni- 
ted States,  or  io  their  service  during  the  said  war; 
and  thirdly.  All  persons  who  were  members  of 
families  at  the  time  of  their  coming  into  the  Uni- 
ted States,  and  who  daring  tbe  wax  entered  into 
their  service. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
proof  of  the  several  circumstances  necessary  to 
entitle  the  applicants  to  tbe  benefits  of  this  act, 
may  betaken  before  a  judge  of  the  supreme  or  dis- 
trict court  of  the  United  States,  or  a  judge  of  the 
supreme  or  superior  court,  or  the  first  justice  or 
first  judee  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  or  county 
court  oiany  State. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  ttjurther  enacted,  That  at  the 
expiration  of  fifteen  months  from  and  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  and  from  time  to  time  there- 
after, It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  for  tbe 
Department  of  War.  to  lay  such  eviaence  of 
claims  as  he  may  have  received,  befote  t^e  Sec- 
retary and  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury,  and  with 
them  proceed  to  examine  the  testimony,  and  give 
their  judgment,  what  quantity  of  lana  ought  to 
be  allowed  to  toe  individual  claimants, in  propor- 
tion to  tbe  degree  of  their  respective  services, 
sacrifices,  and  sufferings,  in  consequence  of  their 
attachment  to  the  cause  of  the  iFoited  States ; 
allowing  to  those  of  the  firat  class  a  quatitity  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  acres  and  to  the  last 
class  a  quantity  not  exceeding  one  hundred,  mak- 
ing such  intermediate  classes  as  the  resolutions 
aforesaid  and  distributive  justice  may  in  their 
judgment  require,  and  make  report  thereof  to  Con- 
gress. And  in  case  any  such  claimant  shall  have 
anstained  sucb  losses  and  sufferings,  or  perforiiied 
such  service  for  the  United  States,  that  he  can- 
not justly  be  claistd  in  any  one  general  clats,  a 
separate  report  shall  be  made  of  his  circumstances, 
together  with  the  qoantity  of  land  that  ought  to 
be  allowed  him,  having  reference  to  the  foregoing 
ratio :  Pnmded^  That  in  considering  what  com- 
pensation ought  to  be  made  by  virtue  of  this  act, 
all  grants,  except  military  grants,  which  ma|y 
have  been  made  by  the  United  States,  shall  be 
considered  at  the  just  value  thereof,  at  the  time 
the  same  were  made  respectively,  either  in  whole 
or  in  part,  as  the  case  may  be,  a  satisfaction  to 
those  who  may  have  received  the  same:  Pro- 
vided aUe,  That  no  claim  under  this  law  shall 
be  assignable,  until  after  report  made  to  Con- 
gress as  aforesaid,  and  until  the  said  lands  be 
granted  to  the  persons  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
lis  act. 

Sbc.  6.  And  he  it  fwriher  enacted,  That  all 
claims  in  virtue  of  said  resolutions  of  Congress, 
which  shall  not  be  exhibited  as  aforesaid,  with- 
in the. time  by  this  act  limited,  shall  forever 
thereafter  be  barred:  Provided.  That  no  pat- 
tent  shall  be  issued  to  any  person  who  may  here- 
after establish  his  claim  under  the  said  act,  until 
he  produce  satisfactory  evidence,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  that  he  is  at  the  time  then  be- 
ing, a  resident  within  the  United  States. 
Approved,  February  24, 1810. 


An  Aet  making  appropiiatkNiB  finr  the mpport^f  Gov- 
ernment during  the  year  one  thonsaod  eight  hun- 
dred and  ten. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  the  expenditviv  of 
the  civil  list,  in  tbe  present  year,  including  the 
contingent  expenses  of  tbe  several  departments 
and  offices;  for  the  compensation  of  tbe  several 
loan  ofllicers  and  their  clerks,  and  lor  books  and 
stationery  for  the  same ;  for  the  payment  of  an- 
nuities and  grants;  for  th^  support  of  the  Mint 
Establishment;  for  the  expense  of  intercourse 
with  foreign  nations;  for  tbe  sijpport  of  light- 
houses, beacons,  buoys,  and  public  piers  ;  for  de- 
fraying the  expenses  of  surveying  the  public 
lands,  and  for  satisfying  certain  misceHaneous 
claims,  the  following  sums  be,  and  the  same 
hereby  are  respectively  appropriated,  that  is  to 
say: 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represenutives, 
their  officers  and  attendants,  estimated  for  a  aes- 
sioh  of  four  months  and  a  half  continuance,  two 
hundred  and  one  thousand  four  hundred  and 
twenty-five  dollars: 

For  the  expense  of  fire  woods  stationery,  priot- 
ing,  and  all  other  contingent  expenses  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress^  thirty- four  thousand  dollars: 

For  all  conungent  expenses  of  the  library  of 
Congrtfss,  and  for  the  Librarian's  allowance  fur 
the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten, 
eight  hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  President  and  Vice 
President  of  the  United  States,  thirty  thousand 
dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  State^ 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  that  department, 
including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  four  hundred 
and  seventy-eight  dollars  for  compensation  to  his 
clerks,  in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  hj  the  act 
of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  six,  fourteen  thousand  and  thirty- 
eight  dollars : 

For  the  incidental  and  contingent  expenses  of 
the  said  department,  one  thousand  three  hondred 
and  fifty  dollars: 

For  printing  and  distributing  the  laws  of  the 
first  and  second  session  of  the  eleventh  Congress, 
and  printing  the  laws  in  newspapers,  six  ihon- 
sand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bis 
office,  including;  the  sum  of  one  thousand  doHan 
for  clerk  hire,  m  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by 
the  act  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  sixteen  thousand  seven 
hundred  dollars: 

For  the  expense  of  translating  foreign  lan- 
guages, allowance  to  the  person  employed  ia 
tran$»mitting  passports  and  sea-letters,  and  for 
stationery  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  one  thousand  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  ComptroUor  of  the 
Treasury  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  including  the  sum  of  one  thousand  six 
hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  for  compensation 
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to  bis  clerks,  in  addition  to  the  som  allowed  by 
the  aet  of  the  twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  fourteen  thousand  six 
hundred  and  sixteen  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Comptrol- 
ler's  office,  eight  hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Auditof  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
twelre  thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-one 
dollars:  i 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  of  the  Auditor's 
office,  fi?e  hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Treasurer,  clerks,  and 

S arsons  employed  in  his  office,  six  thousand  two 
undred  and  twenty-seven  dollars  and  forty-fire 
cents : 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing  and  inci- 
dental and  contingent  expenses  in  the  Treasu- 
rers office,  three  hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Register  of  the  Trea- 
sury, clerks,  and.  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
sixteen  thousand  and  fifty-two  dollars  and  two 
cents : 

For  compensation  to  the  messenger  and  door- 
keeper of  tne  Register's  office^  for  stamping  and 
arranging  the  ship  registers,  ninety  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  printing,  and  all 
other  incidental  and  continent  expenses  in  the 
Register^  office,  including  Books  for  the  public 
stocks,  and  for  the  arrangement  of  the  marine 
records,  two  thousand  eight  hundred  dollars: 

For  fuel  and  other  contingent  and  incidental 
expenses  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four  thou- 
sand  dollars: 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  printing  and 
stating  the  publre  accounts  for  the  year  one  thou- 
sand-eight hundred  and  ten,  one  thousand  two 
biradred  dollars: 

For  the  purchase  of  books,  maps^,  and  charts, 
for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  Department,  four 
hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  a  superintendent  em- 
ployed to  secure  the  buildings  and  records  of  the 
Treasury  Department,  during  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eiffht  hundred  and  ten,  including  the  ex- 
pense of  two  watchmen,  the  repairs  of  two  fire 
engines,  buckets,  lanterns,  and  other  incidental 
and  contingent  expenses,  one  thousand  one  hnn* 
dred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars :  > 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  bis  office,  eleven 
thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars : 

For  expense  of  Aiel  stationery,  printing  and 
other  continti^ent  expenses  of  the  office  of  the 
Secretary  of  War,  one  thousand  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the  War 
Department,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  ten  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ten  dollars: 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  War  Department,  one  thou- 
sand dollars : 


For  compensation  to  the  clerks  employed  in 
the  Paymaster's  office,  three  thousand  four  hun- 
dred dollars: 

For  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  of  additional  clerks  in  the 
office  of  the  Superintendent  of  Indian  trade, 
eight  hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Purveyor  of  Public 
Supplies,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his 
office,  and  for  expense  of  stationery,  store  rent, 
and  fuel  for  the  said  office,  four  thousand  six 
hundred  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Na- 
vy, clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
nine  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ten  dollars: 

For  expense  of  fuel,  stationery,  printing,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  in  the  said  office,  two 
thousand  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Accountant  of  the 
Navy,  clerks,  and  persons  employed  in  his  office, 
ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  ten  dollars : 

For  continffent  expenses  in  the  office  of  the 
Accountant  of  the  Navy,  one  thousand  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Postmaster  General, 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  clerks,  and  persons 
employed  in  the  Postmaster  General's  office,  in- 
cluding the  sum  of  one  thousand  hve  hundred 
and  forty-five  dollars  for  compensation  to  clerks, 
in  addition  to  the  sum  allowed  by  the  act  of  the 
twenty-first  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  six,  sixteen  thousand  dollars; 

For  expense  of  fuel,  candles,  house  rent  for  the 
messenger,  stationery,  chests,  dbc^  pertaining  to 
the  Postmaster  General's  office,  two  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  several  loan  officers, 
thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  clerks  of  the  Commis- 
siooers  of  Loans,  and  for  allowances  to  certain 
loan  offic^  in  lieu  of  clerk  hire,  and  to  defray 
the  authorized  expense  of  the  several  loan  office^, 
fifteen  thoOsand  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  General 
and  his  clerks,  three  thoussind  two  hundred  dol- 
lars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Surveyor  of  the  lands 
south  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  clerks  employed 
in  his  office,  and  for  stationery  and  other  contin- 
gencies, three  thousand  two  hundred  dollars. 

For  compensation  to  the  officers  of  the  Mint : 

The  Director,  two  thousand  dollars : 

The^ Treasurer,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol* 
lars: 

The  Assayer,  one  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars : 

The  Chief  Coiner,  one  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars : 

The  Melter  and  Refiner,  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars: 

The  Engraver,  one  thousand  two  hundred  dol- 
lars: 

One  clerk  at  seven  hundred  dollars;  and  two 
clerks  at  five  hundred  dollars  each,  one  thousand 
dollars : 

For  wages  to  the  persons  employed  in  the  dif- 
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fiirent  bai»cliQB  of  mtltiog,  eQinioir,  etrpenter's, 
millwright's,  and  raiilb^s  work,  tDcJiMMg  the 
8om  of  ODe  thousand  dollars  per  anoam,  allowed 
to  an  assistant  eoioer  and  die-forger,  who  also 
oversees  the  execution  of  the  iron  wwk,  and  of 
six  hoodred  dollars  per  aanimi  allowed  to  an  as- 
sistant  engjrfiyer,  eignt  thousand  dollars : 

For  repairs  of  furnaces,  east  rollers  and  screws, 
timber,  bar-iron,  lead,  steel,  potash,  and  for  all 
other  contiogeneies  of  the  Mint,  two  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-five  dollars. 

For  compeo^ation  to  the  Governor,  ^dges, 
and  Secretarv  of  the  Territory  of  Orleans,  thir- 
teen thousana  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery  and  other  contin- 
gent expenses  of  said  Terntory,  three  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges,  and 
Secretary  of  the  Mississippi  Territory)  seven 
thousand  eight  hundred  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery,  office  rent,  and 
other  continent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars : 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Indiana  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery^  office  rent,  and 
other  contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor^  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  Territory,  six 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationery^  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  said  Territory,  threa 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judgc^ 
and  Secretary  of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  six 
thousand  six  hundred  dollars : 

For  expense  of  stationerjr,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  the  said  Territory,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars: 

For  compensation  to  the  Governor,  Judges, 
and  Secretary  of  the  Illinois  Territory,  six  thou- 
sand six  hundred  dollars: 

For  expense  of  stationerv,  office  rent,  and  other 
contingent  expenses  of  said  Territory,  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  dollars: 

For  the  discharge  of  such  demands  against  the 
United  States,  on  account  of  the  civil  depart- 
ment, not  otherwise  provided  for,  as  shall  have 
been  admitted  in  a  due  course  of  settlement  at  the 
Treasury,  two  thousand  dollars : 

For  additional  compensation  to  the  clerks  in 
the  several  departments  of  State.  Treasury,  War, 
aqd  Navy,  and  of  the  General  Post  Office,  not 
exceeding  for  each  department  respectively,  fif* 
teen  per  centuin,  in  addition  to  the  sums  allowed 
by  the  act,  entitled  "An  act  to  regulate  and  fix 
the  compensation  of  clerks,  and  to  authorize  the 
laying  out  certain  public  roads,  and  for  other  pur* 
poses,"  thirteen  thousand  two  hundred  and  bixty- 
nine  dollars  and  thirty-two  cenu: 

For  compensation  granted  by  law  to  the  Chief 
Justice,  the  Associate  Judges  and  District  Judges 
of  the  United  States,  including  the  Chief  Justice 
ani  two  Associate  Judges  ibr  the  District  of  Co- 


lumbia ;  to  the  Attoroejr  iGkneral,  and  to  the  Dis- 
tiiet  Judge  of  the  Territoi^y  of  Orleans,  fifty-oioe 
thousand  fopr  hundred  dollars : 

For  the  like  compensation  granted  to  the  sev- 
eral District  Attorneys  of  the  United  States,  three 
thousand  four  hundred  dollars: 

For  compensations  granted  to  the  aeveral  liar- 
shals  for  the  districts  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  New  Jerser,  North  Carolioa,  Kea- 
tucky,  Ohio,  East  ana  West  Tennessee,  and  Or- 
leans, two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars: 
V  For  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  Supreme; 
Circuit,  and  District  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
including  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  of  juroa 
and  witnesses,  in  aid  of  the  funds  arising  from 
fines,  forfeitures,  and  penalties,  and  for  defraying 
the  expenses  of  prosecutions  for  ofiences  against 
the  United  States,  and  for  the  safe-keeping  of 
priitoners,  forty  thousand  dollars: 

For  the'payment  of  sundry  pensioos  granted 
by  the  late  Govemmeat,  nine  hundred  luid  aixtf 
dollars : 

For  the  payment  of  the  annual  allowance  lo 
the  invalid  pensioners  of  the  United  States,  fn» 
the  fifth  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  ten,  to  the  fourth  of  March,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eleven,  ninety-eight  tboosand 
dollars : 

For  the  maintenance  and  support  of  light- 
houses. beaconiL  buoys  and  public  piers,  stake- 
ages  of  channels,  bars,  and  shoals,  and  ceittia 
contingent  expenses,  sixty-eight  thousand  one 
hundiM  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  four  ceats: 

For  erecting  a  light-house  on  St.  Simoo^ 
island,  in  Georgia,  and  placinff  a  buoy  or  haovs  oa 

near  the  bar  of  St.  Simon's,  being  the  halai 


of  former  appropriations  carried  to  the  snrpinc 
fund,  nine  thousand  and  &Ay  dollars :  \ 

For  erecting  a  beacon  and  placing  buop  near 
the  entrance  of  Savannah  river,  being  an  expense 
incurred  under  the  act  of  the  sixteenth  My  of 
July,  seventeen  hundred  and  ninety-eight,  (a  for- 
mer appropriation  for  the  same  object  haviaa 
been  carried  to  the  credit  of  the  surplus  fuadj 
two  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-four  dol- 
lars and  eighty-nine  cents : 

For  erecting  light-houses  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  river,  and  at  or  near  the  pitch  of  Cape 
Lookout,  in  North  Qarolina,  being  the  anaount  of 
an  additional  appropriation  carried  to  the  sor- 
plus  fund,  fifty-five  thousand  dollars: 

For  building  a  Jight-house  at  Naushawn  island, 
near  Tarpaulin  Cove,  in  Massachusetts,  being  a 
-balance  of  former  appropriation  carried  to  the 
surplus  fundt  two  thousand  four  hundred  and 
seVenty-five  dollars:  ' 

For  rebuilding  the  light-house  on  North  nbal 
at  the  entrance  of  Winyaw  bay,  in  Somh  Caro- 
lina, being  the  amount  -of  appropriation  earned 
to  the  surplus  fund,  twenty  ihouMhd  dollars: 

For  fixing  buoys  and  stakes  in  and  along  the 
channel  in  Winyaw  bay,  leading  to  the  htrber 
of  Georgetown,  South  Carolina,  being  the  ainoaat 
of  appropriation  carried  to  the  surplus  fund,  one 
thousand  Bv%  hundred  dollars: 

For  erecting  a  light-house  on  Point  Jadith, 
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Rhod^  Ittondf  im  mAdhion  ta  the  approprittioii 
heretofore  made  lor  that  purpose,  two  hUDdred 
ddllarst 

For  defriyittf  the  ezpeose  of  snrTe^iag  eht 
mihlie  laads  wiUiiD  the  tererai  Territories  of  the 
UDtted  States,  thirtv  thovsaiid  dbllars: 

For  repayiDf  the  JBaok  of  the  United  States,  a 
snoi  advaaeed  to  the  late  eollecte?  of  New  Or- 
leans, to  enable  bim  to  pay  ikawbaeks,  one  hun* 
dred  thousand  dollars : 

For  expenses  of  intereoorse  with  foreign  na- 
tions^ forty-nine  thansand  four  hundred  dollars! 

For  the  contingent  expanses  of  interoonrse 
with  foreign  nations,  fifty  taousand  dollars : 

For  expenses  of  intereoarse  with  the  Barbary 
Powers,  fifty  thousand  dollars  t 

For  the  eontingent  expenses  of  intereonrse 
with  the  Barbary  Powers,  fifty  thousand  doHars: 

For  the  relief  and  proteetion  of  distr«Med 
American  seamen,  including  the  sum  of  twenty 
thousand  dollars  to  reimburse  the  bankers  of  the 
United  States  in  London,  and  others,  sums  here- 
tofore advanced  by  them  for  this  object,  tw^nty- 
tiwe  thovsaad  dollars: 

For  expenses  of  presecatinff  dainni  and  ap- 
peals in  the  oonru  of  Great  Srifain.  in  relation 
to  captures  of  American  ressftU,  and  defending 
causes  elsewhere,  six  thousand  dollars : 

To  enable  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Trea- 
syrv  formally  to  pass  the  accounts  of  Timothy 
Picxeriiig,  late  Secretary  for  the  Department  of 
State,  the  sum  of  seventy-eight  thousand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-three  dollars  and  eleven  cents, 
being  the  amouiit  of  former  appropriations  of 
sioD^ys  received  and  expended  by  oim  in  that 
department,  by  the  Application  of  surplusses  in 
some  articles  add  appropriations  to  others  ii| 
which  the  appropriations  were  deficient  e 

For  the  discharge  of  such  miscellaneous  claims 
against  the  United  States  not  otherwise  provided 
for,  as  shall  have  been  admitted  in  due  course  of 
settlement  at  the  Treasury,  four  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Jurlher  enacted^  That  the 
several  appropriations  hereinbefore  made,  shall 
be  paid  and  discharged  out  of  the  fund  of  six 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  reserved  by  an  act 
making  provision  for  the  debt  of  the  United 
States,  and  out  of  ao^  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otnerwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  February  26, 1810. 

An  Act  leaking  appropriations  fbr  the  sopport  of  the 
Navy  of  the  United  dcates,  for  the  year  one  thoa- 
aand  eight  hundred  and  tea. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That,  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  mvy  of  xhk  United  States,  for  the 
year  one  thoOsattd  eiffht  hundred  and  ten,  the 
loHowing  sums  be  «nd  the  same  are  hereby  re- 
spectivi'ly  approprtkted,  that  is  to  say: 

For  the  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  officers,  and 
pay  of  the  seamen,  seven  hundred  and  eighteen 
thousand  one  hundred  aad  fifteen  dollars. 

For  provisions,  three  hundred  and  fifty^three 
thousand  six  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  eighty- 
four  cents. 


For  mediein^o,  instrnmeBts,  and  hospital  stores, 
sixteen  thousand  dollars. 

For  repairs  of  vessels,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollHrs. 

For  freight,  store  rc»t,  commissions  to  agents 
and  othnr  contingent  expenses,  seventy  thousand 
dollars. 

For  pay  and  subsistence  of  the  marine  corps, 
including  provisions  for  those  on  shore  and  forage 
for  the  staC  one  hundM  and  forty  thousand 
one  htindred  and  twenty  dollars  and  forty  cents. 

For  clothing  for  the  saoM,  thirty-eight  thou- 
sand three  hundred  aad  ninety-four  dollars  and 
seventy  cents. 

For  military  stores  for  the  same.tMM  thoasand 
threa  hundred  and  ninety-eight  dblkrs  and  aeven- 
ty-five  cents. 

For  medieiiMs,  ntedical  services,  hbspital  stores, 
and  all  other  expenses  on  account  of  the  siek  be- 
longing to  the  marine  corns,  two  thousand  dollars. 

For  quartermasters'  ana  barraekmasters'  stores, 
offieerr  travelling  expenses,  armorers'  and  car- 
pentera'  bills,  fhe^  premitims  for  enlisting,  musi- 
cal instruments,  bbtinty  to  music,  and  other  con- 
tingent experises  of  the  niiirine  corps,  fifteen 
thousand  dollars. 

Fof  the  expenses  of  navy  yards,  comprising 
dock  and  other  improvements,  pay  of  superin-* 
tendents,  store-keepers,  clerks,  and  laborers,  sev^ 
enty-five  thousand  dollars. 

For  ordnance  and  small  amis,  seventy-five 
thousand  dollars. 

Bvo.  2.  And  be  it  Jkriher  enatted,  That  the 
several  sums  speclfloally  appropriated  by  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  abj  moneys  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  March  2, 1810. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  the  sappert  of  the 
Militaiy  Establishment  of  the  United  States,  ft>r  the 
year  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Be  it  emaeted,  fe.,  That  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Military  Bstablishment  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  for  the  year  one  thoosand  eight  hwt* 
dred  aad  tea,  for  the  Indian  depaitment,  and  for 
the  expense  of  fortifications,  arsenals^  magazines, 
and  armories,  the  following  sums  be  and  the  same 
hereby  are  respectively  appropriated,  that  is  to 

For  the  pay  of  Che  Armv  of  the  United  States, 
eight  hmdrea  and  stxty-nine  thousand  nine  ban* 
dred  aad  sixty-eight  dollars. 

For  forage,  sixty-four  tbooaand  six  hmnlred 
and  twenty-four  dcwlars. 

For  subsidence,  six  hnndred  and  eighty-five 
thousand  five  hnndred  and  thirty-two  dollars  and 
five  cental 

For  clothing,  two  hundred  and  ninety-three 
thousand  eight  nondped  and  four  dollars. 

For  bounties  and  premimns,  thirty  thousaad 
dollars. 

For  the  medical  and  hospttal  departments,  fifty 
thousand  dollarv. 

For  camp  eauipafa,  (bel,  tools,  and  traneporta- 
(ion,  two  honttea  and  saveiity  thoo«md  dolNps, 
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For  ordaanee,  iwo  kaadred  thousand  dollar. 

For  fortifications,  arsenals,  magazines,  and 
armortes,  including  two  thousand  dollars  for  such 
a  number  of  additional  military  s^ore-keepers  as 
may  be  required,  two  hundred  and  eighty«three 
thousand  five  hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars 
and  seventy-five  cents. 

For  purchasinf  oups,  plans,  books,  anA  instru- 
ments, two  thousand  ^"9%  hundred  dollars. 

Fpr  contingencies,  fiftv  thousand  dollars. 

For  the  salary  of  elerks  eiaployed  in  the  mili- 
tary agents'  offices,  and  the  office  of  inspector  of 
the  army,  three  thousand  ^s^  hundred  dollars. 

For  the  Indian  department,  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  thousand  six  huadrea  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  Aad  be  it  Jurther  enacted^  That  the 
several  sums  specifically  appropriated  by-  this 
act,  shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  a{>propriated. 

Approved,  March  2^  1810. 

An  Act  for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  Judge, 
and  extending  the  right  of  suffirsge  to  the  citizens  of 
Madison  county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory, 
Be  it  enacted,  fc,  That  the  citizens  of.  Madi- 
son county,  in  the  Mississippi  Territory,, qualified 
according  to  law,  be  and  they  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  elect  one  representative  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  said  Territory,  and  also  to  vote  foe 
one  Delegate  from  said  Territory,  to  the  Con- 

fress  of  the  United  States,  which  election  shall 
e  held  at  the  same  time  and  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  or  may  be-provided  by  law  for  the  elections 
in  the  several  counties  of  said  Territory, 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  an  ad- 
ditional judge  shall  be  appointed  for  the  Missis- 
sippi Territory,  who  shall  reside  in  said  county 
of  Madison,  and  have  the  same  compensation 
which  is  by  law  allowed  to  the  other  judges  of 
said  Territory,  and  shall  possess  and  exercise  the 
same  powers  and  jurisdiction  within  said  county 
which  are  possessed  and  exercised  in  the  county 
of  Washington,,  in  said  ^Territory,  by  the  judge 
appointed  byr  virtue  of  an  «ct,  entitled  "An  act 
for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  judge  for 
the  Mississippi  Territory  and  for  other  purposes,'' 
passed  the  twenty-seventh  of  March,  one  thou- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  four. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  That  all 
final  judgmenu  and  decrees,  rendered  in  the  su- 
perior courts  of  said  counties  of  Washington  and 
Madison,  may  be  re-examined  and  reveraed  of 
affirmed,  by  the  superior  court  of  Adams  county 
in  said  Territory,  upon  a  writ  of  error  issued 
irom  said  superior  court ;  which  said  superior 
court  is  hereby  empowered,  upon  the  reversal  of 
any  judgment  or  decree  of  said  courts  of  Wash^ 
ington  and  Madison  counties^  to  render  such 
judgment  as  the  court  from  whence  the  cause 
naay  have  been  removed  ought  to  have  ren- 
dered; except  where  a  jury'  may  be  requisite  to 
try  issues  or  assess  daittages.  In  which  cases  the 
cause  shall  be  remanded  to  the  court  where  it 
originated ;  there  to  be  procetded  in.  And  said 
aui^rior  court  of  Adiuns  county,  when  sitting  on 


the  trial  of  any  cause  removed  as  afoieaaid,sbilI 
be  composed  of  not  less  than  two  jadses. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacteif  That  the 
Legislatujne  of  said  Territory  shall  have  power, 
and  is  hereby  authorized,  to  establish  a  saperiot 
court  in  each  county, -which  has  beea  or  any  be 
formed  within  the  bounds  which  compoBe  ike 
former  district  or  county  of  Washington,  to  be 
holden  b]^  the  judge  who  holds  the  superior  eout 
of  Washington  county  in  said  Territory,  wkieb 
courts  and  the  courts  of  Madison  coanty  to  be 
holden  at  such  times  and  places  as  sahi  Legisli- 
ture  may  direct.  And  all  final  jud^meots  u^ 
decrees  to  be  rendered  by  any  superior  cevitM 
established,  may  be  re^examiiied  and  reverted  ot 
affirmed  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  tbJH 
section  of  this  act,  and  the  conditions  on  wbieh 
any  writ  of  error  shall  be  obtained,  and  all  otber 
poceediogs  relative  thereto,  may  be  reguined 
by  said  Legislature. 

Sac.  5.  And  be  itjkriher  enacted^  Thitio 
much  of  the  act,  entitkd  "  An  act  for  tkt  tp- 
piointment  of  an  additional  judge  for  the  Mioii- 
sippi  Territory,  and  for  other  purposes,"  ptned 
the  twenty-seventh  day  of  March,  ooe  thoaaad 
eight  hundred  and  four,  as  comes  within  the  |N^ 
view  of  this  act,  be  and  the  same  iskeie^R- 
Denied 

Approved,  March  2j  18ia. 

An  Act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the  Dstrtct 
Court  in  Ohio. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^c,  That  the  sessions  of  the 
district  court  for  the  district  of  Ohio,  by  Uw  ap- 
pointed to  be  holden  at  Chilicothe,  in  the  sali 
district,  on  the  first  Mondays  in  Febroarf;  Jme, 
and  October,  shall  hereafter  be  holden  si  CHh' 
cothe  on  the  second  Mondays  of  September  sad 
January  annually. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted^  That  ia 
all  writs,  process,  and  recognisances,  which  may 
have  been  made  returnable,  and  all  sDits,eaasei 
process,  and  proceedings,  which  may  have  beet 
continued  to  the  first  Monday  of  Jane  next,sbau 
be  and  hereby  are  made  returnable  and  contiooM 
over  to  the  session  of  said  court  which  shall  be 
holden  on  the  second  Monday  of  September  next, 
and  shall  be  as  valid  and  proceeded  on  in  tie 
same  manner,  at  said  September  session  of  Aid 
court,  as  if  such  writs,  process,  recognisancei 
suits,  causes,  and  proceedings,  had  been  orifi^ 
ally  made  returnable  to,  and  continued  to  saii 
September  session  of  said  court. 

Approved,  March  26,  1810. 

An  Act  providing  for  the  third  Census,  or  eamBentt^ 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  Ststes. 
Be  it  enacted,  fc^  That  the  Marshals  of  i^ 
several  districts  ol  the  United  States  and  of  »^ 
District  of  Colunabia,  and  the  Secretaries  oi«^ 
Mississippi  Territory,  of  the  Indiana  TerriiocTi« 
the  Michigan  Territory,  of  ihe  Illinois  TermMTi 
of  the  Louisiana  Territory,  and  of  the  Odiais 
Territory,  respectively,  shall  be  and  ther  •« 
hereby  authorized  and  required,  under  iheflu** 
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tioQ  of  Ike  Sacntaf  X  of  8mte,  and  aeoordisg  ^ 
suek  ioatrncUoAs  as  he  shall  give  puftaant  to  this 
aet,  to  caase  the  a  umber  of  the  iohabhams  within 
theix  ceapectiTe  Districts  and  Territories  to  be 
taken,  omittiag  in  suah  eanmeration  Indians  not 
taxed,  and  distingnishing  free  pefsons,  including 
those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years,  from 
all  others  (  diatinguishiag  also  the  sexes  and  colors 
of  free  petsons,  and  the  free  males  under  ten  years 
of  age ;  and  those  of  ten  yeafs  and  under  sixteen ; 
those  of  sixteen  and  under  twenty-eix;  those  of 
iwenty-six  and  under  forty»five ;  those  of  fortj- 
fire  and  upwards.  And  distinguishing  free  m- 
waies  under  ten  years  of  age ;  those  of  ten  years 
and  under  sixteen;  those  of  sixteen  and  under 
t wenty^ix ;  those  of  twenty-six  and  under  forty« 
five}  those  of  foEly-fiveand^pwards.  For  effect- 
ing of  which,  the  marshahi  aad  secretaries  afore- 
said shall  hare  power,  and  hereby  are  respectively 
authorized  and  required,  to  appoint  one  or  more 
assistants  in  each  county  and  city,  in  their  respec- 
tive districts  and  Territories,  residents  of  the 
county  and  city  for  which  they  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, aad  shall  assign  a  certain  division  of  his 
district  or  Territory  to  each  assistant,  which  di- 
vision shall  not  consist  of  more  than  one  county 
or  city,  but  may  consist  of  one  or  more  towns, 
townships,  wards,  hundreds,  or  parishes,  plainly 
and  distinctly  bounded  by  water-courses,  moon- 
tains,  and  public  roads,  or  other  monuments.  And 
the  said  enumeration  shall  be  made  by  an  actual 
inquiry  at  every  dwelling  house,  or  of  the  head 
of  every  family  within  each  district,  and  not 
otherwise.  The  marshals  or  secretaries,  as  the 
ease  may  be,  and  their  assistants,  shAll  respec- 
tively take  an  oath  or  affirmation,  before  some 
judge  or  justice  of  the  peace  resident  within  their 
respective  districts  or  Territories,  previous  to 
their  entering  on  the  duties  by  this  act  required. 
The  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  marshal  or  secre- 
tary shall  be  as  follows:  "I,  A  B,  marshal  of  the 

district  of ,  (or  secretary  of  the  Territory  of 

— ,  as  the  case  may  be,)  do  solemnly  swear,  or 
affirm,  that  I  will  well  and  truly  cause  to  be  made 
a  just  and  perfect  enumeration  and  description  of 
all  persons  resident  within  my  district  or  Terri- 
tory, and  return  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  an  act  of 
Congress,  entitled  *An  act  providinff  for  the  third 
census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,'  according  to  the  best  of  my  abil- 
ity." The  oath  or  affirmation  of  an  assistant 
shall  be:  "  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm) 
that  I  will  make  a  just  and  perfoct  enumeration 
and  description  of  all  persons  resident  within  the 
division  assigned  to  me  for  that  porpose,  by  the 
marshal  of  -— ,  (or  the  seereury  or  the  Terri- 
tory of  -— ,  as  the  case  may  be,)  and  make  due 
refura  thereof  to  the  said  marshal  (or  secretary) 
agveeaUy  to  the  directions  of  an  act  of  Congress, 
entitled  *An  act  providing  for  the  third  census  or 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitanu  of  the  United 
States,'  according  to  the  best  of  my  abilities.'' 
The  enumeration  shall  commence  on  the  first 
Monday  of  August  next,  and  shall  close  within 
aioe  calendar  months  thereafter.    The  several 


assistants,  shall,  within  the  said  nine  monthsi 
transmit  to  the  marshals  or  secretaries,  by  whom 
they  shall  be  respectively  appointed,  accurate  re- 
turns of  all. persons,  except  Indians  not  taxed, 
within  thdr  respeeiive  divisions;  which  returns 
shall  be  made  in  a  schedule  distinguishing  in 
each  county,  city,  town,  township,  hundred,  ward, 
or  parish,  the  several  families,  by  the  names  of 
their  master,  mistress,  steward,  ove]:seer,  or  other 
principal  person  therein,  in  the  manner  following, 
that  is  to  say :  The  number  of  persons  within  my 
division,  consisting  of——,  appears  in  a  schedule 
hereto  annexed,  subscribea  by  me  this  — —  day 

of A  B,  assistant  to  the  marshal  of  — — ,  or 

secretary  of —. 

Schedule  of  the  whole  number  of  persons  within 
the  division  allotted  tg  A  B. 


Name  of  ths  county,  pmiish,  township,  town, 
«  or  city,  where  *the  family  reside. 

Names  of  heads  of  family.  . 

Free  white  males  under  ten  years  of  age. 

Free  while  males  of  ten,  and  under  sixteen. 

Free  white  males  of  sixteen,  and  under  twenty- 
six,  including  heads  of  familiet. 

Free  white  males  of  twenty-six,  and  under 
forty-five,  including  heads  of  femilies. 

Free  white  males  of  forty-five  and  upwards, 
including  heads  of  £unilies. 

Free  white  females  under  ten  years  of  age. 

Free  white  females  of  ten  years,  and  under 
sixteen. 

Free  white  females  •  of  .sixteen,  and  under 
twenty-six,  indnding  heads  of  families. 

Free  white  females  of  twenty-six,  and  under 
forty-five,  including  heads  of  families. 

Free  white  females  of  forty-five  and  upwards, 
including  heads  of  families. 

An  other  free   persons,  except  Indians  not 
taxed. 

Slaves. 

Sbg.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacitd^  That  every 
assistant  failing  or.  neglecting  to  make  a  proper 
return,  makine  a  false  return  of  the  enumerauon 
to  the  marshal,  or  the  secretary,  Tas  the  ease  may 
be,)  within  the  time  limited  bv  this  act,  shall  for* 
lli^t  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  Jkriher  enacted.  That  the 
marshals  and  secretariea  shall  file  the  several  re- 
turns aforesaid,  and  abo  an  attested  copv  of  the 
aggregate  amount  hereiaafier  directed  to  be  trans- 
mitted hy  them  reapectiveljr  to  the  SeoreUry  of 
State,'With  the  clerks  of  thetr  respective  districts, 
or  superior  courts,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  who  are 
hereby  directed  to  receive  and  carefully  preserve 
the  same.  And  the  marshals  and  secretaries,  re- 
spectively, shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
March,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven, 
transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  aggregate 
amount  of  each  description' of  persons  within 
their  respectire  districts  or  Territories.  And  eve- 
ry marshal  or  secretary  failing  to  file  the  returns 
of  his  assistant,  or  any  of  them,  frith  the  clerka 
of  their  lespective  tomrts  as  aforesaid,  or  failing 
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to  retuf Q  the  aggregttte  aneovt  of  oich  descrip- 
tioD  of  persoDs  Id  their  respeetiTe  dUtrfeti  or 
Territories,  as  required  bj  thtt  aet,  and  as  the 
same  shall  appear  from  said  retams  to  tlie  Sec- 
retary of  State,  within  the  time  limited  by  this 
actf  shall  for  every  soeh  offeooe,  forfeit  the  som 
of  eight  bandred  dollars ;  all  whieb  forfeitures 
shall  be  recoverable  ia  the  eovrts  of  the  districts 
or  Territories  where  the  said  ofleoees  shall  be 
committed,  or  ia  the  eireuit  courts  to  be  held 
witfaia  the  same,  by  action  of  debt,  ioformatioii 
or  iodictmeot ;  the  one-half  thereof  to  the  nse 
of  the  United  States,  and  the  other  half  to  the 
informer ;  bat  where  the  proseention  shaft  be 
first  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  United  States, 
the  whole  shall  accrue  to  their  ose.  And  for 
the  more  effecloai  discovery  of  siieh  offences, 
the  judges  uf  the  several  district  courts  in  the 
several  districts,  and  of  the  Supreme  Coaru  in 
the  Territories  of  the  United  States,  a»  aforeuiid, 
at  their  next  sessions,  to  be  held  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time  allowed  for  making  the  returns 
of  the  enumeration  hereby  directed  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  shall  give  this  act  in  charge  to 
the  grand  juries  In  their  respective  courts,  and 
shall  cause  the  returns  of  the  several  assistants 
and  the  said  attested  copv  of  tb^  aggregate 
amount  aforesaid  to  be  laid  before  them  for  their 
inspection. 

Sfic.  4.  And  be  it  furrier  enactedy  That  every 
assistant  shM  receive  at  the  rMe  of  one  dollar 
for  every  haadred  persons  by  him  returned, 
where  such  persons  reside  in  the  country ;  and 
where  such  persons  reside  in  a  city  or  town, 
eontaiaing  more  than  three  thousaad  persons, 
such  assistant  shall  receive  at  the  late  of  one  dol- 
lar for  every  three  hundred  persons;  but  where, 
from  the  dis|)ersed  situation  of  the  inhabitants, 
in  some  division^  one  dollar  for  every  hundred 
perjons  shall  be  insufficient^  the  marshals  or  see* 
Jetaries,  with  the  approbation  of  the  judges  of 
their  respective  districts  or  Territories,  may  make 
mtth  further  allowance  to  the  assistants  in  such 
divisions  ks  shall  be  deemed  an  «de<|uate  eote- 
peosation;  provided  the  same  does  aot  eaeeed 
one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cants  for  every  fifty 
parsons  by  them  returned.  The  several  marslmls 
and  secretaries  shall  receive  as  followa;  The 
mershal  of  the  district  of  Maine,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
New  Hamnshire,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dottarai 
the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Massachusetts,  three 
hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of 
Rhode  Island,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the 
Biarshal  of  the  district  of  Conneetitfot,  two  hon«> 
dred  dollars ;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ver- 
mont,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars ;  the  marshal 
of  the  district  of  New  York,  four  hundred  dol- 
lars; the  marshal  of  the  district  of  New  Jersey, 
two  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  Pennjsylvania,  four  bandred  dbllars ;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  district  of  Delaware,  one  hundred 
dollars}  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Maryland, 
three  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  Virginia, five  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  Kentucky,  three  hundred  dollars  $ 


the  BMrahat  df  the  diitrlet  of  North  OatollM, 
three  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  themataliat  oTtho 
district  of  Somh  Carolina,  three  hundred  ^oBafa; 
the  marshal  of  the  District  of  OolaMbim,  Ifty 
dollars ;  the  marshal  for  the  districC  of  Oeorgia, 
three  hundred  dollars ;  the  marshal  iti  til#  disiribt 
Of  Bast  Tennesaae,  one  hundred  and  fifty  d«l- 
lars ;  the  marshal  of  the  dlstriet  of  West  Tmuses 
see,  one  htudved  and  fifty  dollars;  tiia  «iaraiirt 
of  tbe  disulet  of  Ohio,  two  hbndred  dollars  ;  ^ 
secretary  of  the  Miestssippi  Territory,  two  koa- 
dred  doilare;  the  secretary  of  Indiana  Temtoij 
one  hundred  dollars;  the  secretary  of  the  Mteht- 
gaa  Territory,  one  huadred  dollars;  tha  acemsff 
of  the  minois  Territory,  one  hundred  doMwra  ;  tlw 
secretary  of  the  Tfrrkory  of  Orleans,  one  Iraftdvai 
and  fifty  dollars ;  theke^reury  of  tke  Terrifory  of 
Lpaistana,  one  hundred  dallars. 

Sao.  6.  AnAbeU/knkgrenaeied,Th9^ew9tj 
person  whose  usual  place  of  abode  shall  be  t»  aay 
family  oa  the  aforesaid  first  Monday  of  Angasi 
next,  shall  be  returned,  as  of  sacb  family ;  sad 
the  name  of  every  person  who  shall  be  an  inhab^ 
itant  of  any  dbiriet  or  Territory,  withoata  actiM 
place  of  residence,  shall  be  insmed  in  the  column 
of  the  schedule  which  is  allotted  for  the  heads  of 
famtUes,  in  that  division  where  ho  or  she  aha<l 
be,  on  the  said  first  Moodav  of  Aaigoat  aext ; 
and  every  person  oeoastonally  absent  at  the  time 
of  enumeration,  as  belonging  to  that  place  ia 
which  he  or  she  usually  resides  in  the  United 
States; 

Sec  6.  And  bt  U  further  enacted,  That  each 
and  every  free  person  more  than  sixteen  years  of 
age,  whether  heads  of  faanlies  or  not,  beloaging 
to  aay  family  within  any  division,  distriet,  or 
Territory,  made  or  established  within  the  United 
States,  shall  te  and  hereby  is  obliged  to  reader 
to  such  assistant  of  the  division,  if  repaired,  a 
true  accoaat,  to  the  best  of  his  or  her  koowfcedce, 
of  all  and  every  person  belonging  to  sitch  (Suatly, 
respectively,  according  to  the  several  desenptioBs 
aforesaid,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  t weatv  doUars^  to 
be  sued  for  and  recovered  in  action  of  debt,  by  aaeh 
assisunt.  the  one-half  for  his  own  use^  aad  the 
other  half  for  the  uee  of  the  United  Sutes. 

Sbo.  7.  And  be  H  fiuriker  enacted^  Thateaah 
and  every  assistant,  previous  to  making  his  retain 
to  the  marshal  or  secretary,  (is  the  case  noay  he,) 
shall  cause  a  oorrect  copy,  signed  by  himaeli;  of 
the  schedule  containing  the  -number  of  iahabi- 
taats  within  his  division,  to  be  set  up  at  tvo  of  the 
most  public  places  within  the  samfe,  there  to  re- 
main for  the  inspection  of  all  ooacerocd ;  for 
each  of  whieh  copies  the  said  assistant  ahail  be 
eatitled  to  receive  two  dollars,  provided  proef  of 
the  schedule  haviag  been  so  set  ap  and  aaflkiad 
to  remain,  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  marshal 
or  secretary,  (as  the  case  may  be,)  with  the  re- 
tarn  of  the  number  of  persoos ;  ami  ia  eaae  any 
assistaat  shall  Ciil  to  make  such  proof  to  the  our* 
shal  or  secretary,  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  the 
compensation  by  this  act  allowed  him. 

Sbo.  8.  And  be  U  Jwih&r  enacted,  That  the 
Secretary  of  State  shalll  be  and  hereby  is  aothot^ 
iSMd  and  raquired  to  tiaasBiit  to  the  marahab  of 
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the  seretnl  States,  and  to  the  seeretaries  aforesaid, 
regdIatiODs  and  instroetions  pursnaat  to  ibis  act, 
for  carryiDg  the  same  into  effect,  and  also  the 
forms  cooiained  therein  of  the  schedule  to  be  re- 
turned, and  proper  interrogatories  to  be  admin- 
btered  hj  the  several  persons  to  be  employed 
therein. 

Sbo.  a  And  he  U  fiaiher  enad&d^  That  in 
ease  there  shall  be  no  secretary  in  either  of  tbe 
Territories  of  the  Dnited  States^  the  duties  di- 
rected by  this  Act  to  be  performed  by  the  setre- 
tary  may  be  perfOirmed  by  the  Qovernof  Of  such 
Territory,  woo  sbaH  receive  the  same  compensa- 
tion to  which  the  secretary  would  be  enttiled  for 
the  performance  of  said  iiuttes,  tind  be  subject  to 
the  same  penalties. 

ApproTed,  March  36, 1810. 


An  Act  tp  prevent  the  issuing;  of  Sea-Letters  except  to 
certain  vessels. 

Be  it  enacted,  ^c,^  That,  from  and  after  the  thir- 
tieth pf  June  next,  no  sea-letter  or  other  document 
certifying  or  proving  any  ship  or  vessel  to  be  the 
property  ufa  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  issued  except  to  ships  or  vessels 
duly  regi.Htered,  or  enrolled  and  licensed  as  shjps 
or  vessels  of  tbe  United  Slates,  or  lo  vessels  which 
at  that  time  shall  be  wholly  owaed  by  citizens  of 
the  United  States^and  furnished  with  or  enmled 
to  sea-letters  or  other  custom-house  dociuneuts, 
any  law  or  laws  heretofore  passed  to  the  contrary 
notwithstanding:  Provufedr  ntpertheteeh^  That 
no  sea-letter  shall  be  issued  to  any  vessel  which 
shall  not  at  this  time  be  furnished  or  entitled 
to  a  lea-letter,  unless  such  vessel  shall  return 
to  some  port  or  place  in  the  United  States  or  Ter* 
ritories  tbereofon  or  before  the  said  thirtieth  day 
of  June  next:  Provided  neoertheten,  That  no 
sea-letter  or  other  document,  certifying  or  prov- 
ing any  ship  or  vessel  to  be  tne  property  of  a  citi- 
zea  or  citizens  of  the  United  Siates»  shall  be  is- 
sued to  any  vessel  now  abroad,  which  shall  o^ot 
1^  this  time  be  furnished  or  eotiiLed  to  a  sea-let- 
ter, unless  such  vessel  shall  arrive  at  some  port  or 
place  in  the  United  States  or  Territories  thereof, 
on  or  before  the  said  thirtieth  day  of  June  next; 
and  provided  that  nothing  herein  containeJ  shall 
be  construed  to  operate  against  any  such  vessel 
or  vessels  tha^  now  are,  or  may  be,  prior  to  the 
said  thirtieth  of  June,  detained  abroad  by  the  au- 
thority of  any  foreign -Power. 

Approved,  March  1^,  1810. 

An  Act  makiBf  mi  appnprbtion  tm  the  parpose  of 
trying  the  practical  ose  of  the  Toepedo  or  sub-oui- 
noe  ezpioaion. 

Be  U  enacted^  ^c,  That  a  sun  Bot  exceeding 
five  thousand  dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby 
impropriated,  payable  oat  of  any  money  in  the 
Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  defray 
the  expense  which  shall  be  iriccnrred  in  any  actual 
^experiments,  when  the  President  of  the  United 
States  shall  deem  it  expedient  to  cause  such  ei- 
periments  to  be  made,  which  shall  be  made  on- 
d«f  the  iraoMdiate  direetiOQ  of  the  Saaretary  of 
llthCoM.SdSftss.— 80 


the  Navy,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  with 
precision  bow  far  the  torpedo  or  sub-marine  ex- 
plosions may  be  usefully  employed  as  engines  of 
war,  who  is  hereby  directed  to'  report  to  Congress 
the  result  of  the  experiment  with  his  opinion 
thereon. 
Approved,  March  30, 1810. 

An  Act  to  make  pnbKc  a  road  in  Washington  county, 
in  the  District  of  Columbia. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  the  road  heretofore 
opened  hy  the  consent  of  tbe  owners  of  the  land 
over  which  the  same  passed,  from  the  line  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  through  the  land  of  Joha 
Masters  and  John  L.  Nay  lor,  to  the  lower  bridge 
orer  the  Eastern  Branch  of  Potomac  river,  shall 
be,  and  is  hereby  declared  to  be  a  public  highway  ; 
and  shall  be  kept  in  repair,  as  other  public  roads 
in  Washington  county,  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, are  kept  in  repair. 

Sec.  2.  And  be'it further  enacted^  That  three 
commissioners,  to  be  mutuallvappointed  by  tbe 
Levy  Court  of  the  coQnty  of  Washington,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  and  the  proprietors  of  the 
land  over  which  the  said  road  does  or  may  pass 
Or  be  laid  out,  be  and  they  are  hereby  appointed 
commissioners,  and  they,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
are  hereby  autoorized  and  empowered  to  review 
the  said  road^  and  to  cause  the  same  to  be  sur- 
veyed and  laid  out,  not  exceeding  thirty  feet  in 
width,  and  to  cause  a  plot  to  l^  made  thereof,  and 
return  the  same,  under  their  nands  and  seals,  to 
the  clerk  of  Washington  county,  to  be  by  him 
recorded  among  the  land  records  of  said  county. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  said 
commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  ascer*- 
tain  and  value  the  damage  which  any  person, 
through  whose  land  the  said  road  passes,  may 
sustain,  by  making  the  said  road  a  public  high* 
way,  and  shall  return  to  the  Levy  Court  of  Wash- 
ington county  a  certificate  of  such  valuation,  the 
amount  of  which  shall  be  levied  by  said  court  on 
the  assessable  property  of  said  county  and  the  City 
of  Washington,  and  paid  over  to  the  person  or 
persons  entitled  to  receive  the  same. 

Approved,  March  30, 1810. 

Ad  Act  to  alter  and  amend  an  act,  entitled  "An  act 
providing  for  the  third  cenius  or  enumeration  of  the 
mhabitants  of  the  United  States,"  passed  the  twenty- 
sixth  day  of  March,  one  thoosand  eight  hundred  and 
ten. 

Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  the  enumeration  men* 
tioned  in  tbe  first  section  of  the  act  hereby  amend* 
ed,  shalf  close  within  five  months  from  the  first 
Mondav  in  August  next,  and  the  assistants  shall 
make  their  returns  to  tbe  marshals  and  secretaries 
within  the  said  five  months,  anything  in  the  said 
act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 
Approved,  April  12,  1810. 


An  Act  to  iaeorporate  a  eooipaoj  for  making  certain 
turnpike  roads  in  the  Dtstfict  of  Colombia. 
Be  it  enacted  ^,  That  Daniel  Carrol,  of  Dud- 
dieft9D}  Oaorge  W.  P.  Cusiia,  Thomas  Fen wiek| 
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John  Tayloe,  Samuel  Harrisoa  Bmitb,  Daniel 
Brent,  Daniel  Rapine,  Frederick  May,  Elias  R 
Caldwell,  William  Brent,  James  D.  Barry,  and 
John  Law,  be,  and  tbey  are  hereby  appointed  and 
constituted  a  board  of  commissioners,  a  majority 
of  whom  to  constitute  a  quorum,  with  full  power 
to  receive  and  enter  in  such  book  or  hooks,  as 
they  may  deem  proper,  by  themselves  or  by  their 
•gents,  subscriptions  for  raising  a  capital  stock 
of  sixty  thousand  dollars,  in  shares  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  for  the  purpose  of  opening,  gravel- 
ling, and  improviofr  the  following  roads  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  to  wit:  Doe  road  from  the 
boundary  line  of  the  City  of  Washington,  tp  the 
boundary  line  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the 
most  direct  and  practicable  route  from  the  Capi- 
tol to  Baltimore.  One  road  from  the  boundary 
line  of  the  City  of  Washington,  to  the  boundarjr 
line  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  in  the  most  di- 
rect and  practicable  route  from  the  Capitol  to 
Montgomery  ct>urt*house;  and  one  road  from  the 
western  extremity  of  the  causeway  leading  from 
Alexander's  island  to  the  boundary  line  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  in  the  most  direct  and  prac- 
ticable route  towards  the  Little  rivelr  turnpike 
road,  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  <  The  times,  places, 
and  manner  of  receiving  and  eoterinj^  subscrip- 
tions, and  the  manner  of  authenticating  powers 
of  attorney,  or  other  instruments  of  writing  au- 
thorizing subscriptions  to  be  made  by  any  person 
or  persons  in  the  name  of  any  other  person  or  per- 
sons, to  be  ascertained  by  said  board  of  commis- 
sionerfi^,  and  duly  advertised  in  such  gazettes  or 
public  prints  as  thev  may  deem  expedient:  Pro- 
vided^ That  no  si^bscription  shall  be  received, 
unless  the  sum  often  dollars  be  irsti)aid  into  the 
hands  of  such  agent  or  other  person  as  said  com- 
missioners mav  authorize  to  receive  it. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacUd^  That  when 
any  number  of  persons  shall  have  subscribed  one 
hundred  and  fifty  shares  or  more  of  the  said  stock, 
the  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
may,  and.  when  the  whole  number  of  shares  afore- 
said shall  be  subscribed,  shall  give  notice  in  some 
newspaper,  printed  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
of  a  time  and  place  to  be  appointed  for  the  sub- 
scribers to  proceed  to  organize  the  said  corpora- 
tion, at  which  time  and  place  the  said  subscribers, 
by  a  majority  of  votes,  to  be  delivered  by  ballots 
m  person,  or  by  proxy  duly  authorized,  shall  elect 
one  president  and  four  -directors,  to  conduct  the 
business  of  said  company  for  one  year,  and  until 
other  sUch  officers  shall  be  chosen  in  their  place; 
and,  at  that  or  any  subsequent  legal  meeting  of 
stockholders,  may  make  such  rules,  orde,r8,  and 
regulations,  not  inconsistent  with  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  Uniled  States,  as  shall  be 
necessary  for  ihe  well  being  of  the  affairs  of  said 
company :  Provided  always,  That  no  stockholder 
shall,  in  person  or  by  proxy,  have  more  than 
twenty-five  votes  at  any  election,  or  in  determine 
ing  any  question  arising  at  such  meeting,  what- 
ever number  of  shares  be  or  i*he  may  hold :  and 
each  stockholder,  in  person  or  by  proxy,  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  rote  for  every  share  hy  him  or  her 
l4eW,ii«t  exceeding  aaid  ntimber  j  w4  all 


who  n^y  then  be^  or  thereafter  may  beoone.  the 
actual  holders  or  proprietors  of  shares  in  the  tiid 
capital  stock,  either  as  subscribers  for  the  stne, 
or  as  the  leg^l  representatives,  successon,  or  m* 
signees,  of  such  subscribers,  snail  become  oie 
b^y  politic  and  corporate,  in  deed  and  ia  law,bf 
the  name  and  style  of  the  "  President,  Direeton 
and  Company  of  the  Columbia  Turnpike  Roadif 
and  by  the  said  name  shall  have  perpetotl  s» 
cession,  and  all  the  pnvilciges  iocideat tot  cor- 
poration, and  shall  be  capabLe  of  taking  and  koU- 
ing  their  said  capital  stock,  and  the  incrMieaai 
profits  thereof,  and  of  enlaiging  the  sane  by  lew 
subscriptions,  if  such  enlargemeat  shall  be  fooa^ 
necessary  to  fulfil  the  intent  of  this  act,  tod  o^ 
purchasing,  taking,  and  holding,  to  them  and  tkir 
successors  and  assigns,  in  fee  simple,  or  for  iif 
lef^er  estate,  all  such  lands,  tenements,  heredia- 
ments,  and  estate,  real  and  personal,  as  shall  be 
necessary  or  useful  to  them  in  the  proteeqtiooof 
their  works,  and  of  suing  and  being  8oed,of  biT- 
ing  a  common  seal,  thestrae  breaking  and  tlMinf 
at  pleasure,  and  of  doing  all  and  every  othernnOer 
and  thing,  concefn ing  tne  subject  aforesaid, wkiek 
e  oorporatibn  or  body'  poUtic  may  ItwfullT  da 

Seo.  3.  Andbeitfitnherenacled,'t\Mmwi 
company  shall  raeeton  the  first  Monday  is  Jm* 
ary,  in  every  year,  at  such  place  as  shall  be  ixed 
by  their  by-laws,  for  the  purpose  of  cboosiog 
such  officers  as  aforesaid  for  the  ensoiog  far,  it 
manner  aforesaid,  and  at  such  other  timesistliey 
shall  be  summoned  by  the  president  and  dimtors 
aforesaid,  at  which  annuaVor  special  meetiofi. 
they  shall  hare  full  power  and  authority  to  do 
and  perform  any  act  by  law  allowed,  and  pertiiB- 
ing  to  the  affairs  of«aid  company;  and  tbeproi* 
dent  and  directors  for  the  time  being;,  shall  iMilil 
their  offices  until  others  shall  be  appointed  iatiiftf 
places ;  and  the  said  corporation  shall  bo(  be 
deemed  to  be  dissolved,  by  reason  of  aaf  defect 
of  officers,  but  if  it  should  happen  that  tbm 
should  l>e  no  president  or  directors  cpfflpetestiD 
call  a  meeting  of  stockholders,  the  same  mar^ 
called  by  any  stockholder  .for  the  purpose  of  eW- 
ing  such  officers,  giving  thirty  days'  notice  of  w 
time  and  place  of  such  meeting  hyadrerti* 
ment,  in  a  newspaper  printed  m  the  Citf" 
Washington. 

Sec.  i.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  tke 
president  and  directors  shall  procilreprhitedc^ 
tificates  for  all  the  shares  of  said  stock.  aodfbH 
deliver  one  such  certificate,  signed  bytheprea- 
dent,  to  each  person,  for  every  share  by  hito  « 
her  subscribed  and  held,  which  certifieatesball  w 
transfermble,  at  has  or  ker  pleneaffe.ie  pti»«' 
by  auomey,  in  tiM  preMce  of  tne  pr*"^ 
clerk,  or  treasurer,  of  said  company,  who  ■>" 
wiiness  the  same,  subject  however  to  all  ftf  a^ 
due  or  to  grow  djie  Uiereapen :  and  the  as^ 
holding  any  such  certificate,  having  eaaaad  ibe 
assignment  to  be  entered  in  a  book  adheeonj^l 
to  be  kept  for  that  |>urpoM,  shall  be  a  »««^ 
said  company,  and  for  every  certifieate  bf  bi* 
held  ahali  be  entitled  to  one  share  in  the<^P*^ 
atockaod  estate  of  said  company ;  tMdu»1 
efofUioUei;,  afle r  thtrtr  daya'  pahlic  aeMt  »* 
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newspaper  priated  in  the  City  of  Washington,  of 
tb$  time  and  place  appointed  for  the  payment  of 
any  portion  or  dividend  of  the  sum  prescribe^  in 
said  stock,  tthall  neglect  to  pay  the  same  for  the 
space  of  tnirty  days  after  the  time  so  appointed, 
the  share  or  shares  on  which  such  delinquency 
.    has  taken  place  may  be  sold  at  public  auction, 
and  transferred  by  them  to  any  person  or  persons, 
willing  to  purchase  for  such  price  as  can  be  ob- 
taiaed  >  or  in  case  any  proprietor  shall  fail  to  p^v 
any  instalinent  which  shall  be  duly  assessed, 
auch  instalment,  or  any  part  thereof  that  shall  re- 
main deficient  or  unpaid,  may  be  recovered  of 
the  person  or  persons,  so  failing  to  pay.  by  war- 
rant from  a  justice  of  the  peace,  if  the  .amount 
shall  not  exceed  twenty  dollars,  and  if  the  sum 
so  due  shall  exceed  twenty  dollars^  the  same  may 
be  recovered  by  motion,  in  the  name  of  the  said 
company,  or  ten  days'  notice^  in  finy  court  of  re- 
cord  in  the  county  or  district  where  the  debtor 
may  be  found ;  or  by  action  at  law,  in  the  usual 
course  of  judicial  proceedings,  at  the  option  of 
said  president  and  directors;  and  in  all  such  war- 
rants, motions,  or  actions,  the  certificate  of  the 
clerk  or  recording  officer  of  the  slaid  company 
shall  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  defendant's 
being  a  member  of  thex;ompany,  and  prima  facie 
evidence  of  the  amount  due  ofk  the  share  or 
shares  held  by  such  defendant. 

Sec.  5.  And  ie  U  further  enactedf  That  the 
said  president  and  directors  shall  meet  at  such 
limes  and  places  as  shall  be  agreed  upon  ibr  trans^ 
acting  their  business;, at  which  meetings  any 
three  members  shall  form  a  quorum,  who,  in  the 
a^ence  of  the  president,  may  choose  a  chairman, 
and  shall  keep  minutes  of  all  their  transactions, 
fairly  entered  in  a  book;  and  a  quorum  being 
met,  they  shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to 
appoint  a  treasurer  and  all  other  officers  necessarv 
or  conyenieni,  and  agree  with  and  appoint  all 
9uch  Purveyors,  intendants,  artists,  or  other  agents, 
9L8  thev  shall  judffe  necessary  to  carry  on  the  in- 
tended works,  and  to  fix  their  salaries,  wages^  or 
compensation;  to  direct  and  order  the  times, 
manner  anxl  proportions,  when,  and  in  which  the 
stockholders  shall  pay  moneys  due  on  their  re- 
spective shares;  to  draw  orders  on  the  ^treasurer 
for  all  moneys  due  from  the  said  company,  and 
generally  to  do  and  transact  all  such  other  mat- 
ters and  thiitt;s  as  by  th^  by-laws,  rules,  and 
regulations  of  said  company,  shaU  be  required 
permitted. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  upon 
application  of  the  said  president  and  directors  of 
tkke  said  company  to  the  circuit  court  of  the  Disr 
trict  of  Columbia,  or  to  the  judges  thereof  out  of 
court,  the  said  court  or  the  judges,  or  any  two  of 
tlie  judges  thereof  out  of  court^  shall  appoint  three 
c^omnmsioners,  not  interested  in  any  of  the  lands 
tb  rough  which  either  of  the  said  roads  may  be 
[aid  out,  nor  interested  in  the  stock  of  the  com- 
(>axiy  hereby  created,  nor  in  the  stock  of  ^ny  other 
turnpike  company,  who  shall  each  receive  from 
iie  said  president,  directors,  and  company,  two 
loilars  for  every  day  they  shall,  respectively,  be 
totuaily  netesiarily  employed  ia  or  about  the 


afibirs  of  the  said  company.  And  each  of  tl^e 
said  commissioners,  before  he  proceeds  to  act  as 
such,  shall  take  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  solemn 
affirmation,  in  the  presence  of  a  justice  of  the 
peace, ''  That  he  will  well,  faithfully,  and  impar- 
tially, according  to  the  best  of  his  slcill  and  judg- 
ment, and  without  unnecessary  delay,  execuie 
and  perform  all  the  duties  required  of  nim  as  a 
commissioner,  under  the  sixth  section  of  the  act 
of  Congress,  entitled  "An  act  to  incorporate  a 
coDipany  for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  in 
theDistrict  of  Columbia;"  which  oaths  or  affir- 
mations, so  subscribed  and  certified  by  the  justice 
in  whose  presence  they  shall  be.  severally  (t^en 
and  subscribed^  shall  be  filed  in  the  office  of  the 
clerk  of  the  said  circuit  court,  and  enrolled  among 
the  land  records  of  the  county  ol  Washington. 
And  the  said  commissioners,  or  any  two  of  them, 
being  qualified  as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  the  re- 
quest of  the  said  president  and  directors,  cause  to 
be  surveyed,  laid  out,  ascertained,  described,  and 
marked,  by  certain  metes  and  bounds,  each  of  the 
aforesaid  turnpike  roads  descril^d  in  the  first  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  not  less  than  sixty  six  feet  in 
breadth,  in  such  routes^  tracts,  or  courses  for  the 
same,  respectively,  as  in  the  best  of  their  judg- 
ment will  combine  shortness  of  distance  with  the 
most  convenient  ground,  and  the  smallest  expense 
of  moneys  and  for. this  purpose  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  them,  and  such  agents,  assistants,,  servant^  or 
attendants  as  they  may  think  proper  to  employ, 
to  enter  upon  any  of  the  lands  through  or  near 
wliich  the  said  roads,  or  either  of  them,  may  be 
laid  out;  having  first  given  twenty  days  public 
notice^  in  some  newspaper  printed  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  of  the  time  and  place  of  their  en- 
tering on  the  said  business  of  surveying  and  lay- 
injf  out  each  road  respectively.  And  i?  any  pro- 
prietor of  any  part  of  the  lands,  through  whicli 
either  of  the  said  roads  may  be  laid  out,  shall  re- 
quire compensation  for  so  much  of  his  or  her  said 
lands  as  may  be  occupied  by  the  said  roads^  or 
either  of  tbem,  or  shall  claim  damages  for  or  on 
account  of  the  opening  or  laying  out  the  said 
roads^  or  either  of  thdm,  through  ^is  or  her  land, 
and  if  the  said  president  and  directors  cannot 
agree  with  such  proprietor  respecting  the  aame. 
then  the  said  commissioners,  at  the  request  ot 
either  party,  shall  appoint  a  day  and  place  to  hear 
and  decide  upon  such  claim,  and  the  amount  of 
compensation  and  damages  which  such  proprietor 
shall  be  entitled  to  receive  from  the  said  presi- 
dent, directors,  and  company  therefor ;  first  giving 
twenty  day^'  notice  to  the  adverse  party,  his  or 
her  agent  or  attorney  in  fact,  or  other  legal  repre- 
sentative, if  either  shall  be  within  the  District  oif 
Columbia;  and  if  the  party  so  notified  shall  fail 
to  attend,  or  if  the  party  shall  be  an  infant  under 
age,  non  cornpos  mentiajfeme  coterie^  or  absent 
out  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  have  no 
known  agent,  or  other  legal  representative  there- 
in, then  the  said  commissioners  may  proceed  ex 
parte  to  hear  and  decide  the  same ;  and  the  award 
of  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  made  in  writing, 
signed  by  them,  or  any  two  of  them,  shall  by  them 
be  returned  to  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  said 


Digitized  by 


Google 


2536 


APPENDIX. 


2536 


Public  Acts  of  Congress, 


court  for  the  county  of  WashiDgton,  within  ten 
days  after  such  hearing*;  and  a  copy  thereof  shall, 
within  ten  days  after  such  return,  be  served  upon 
such  of  the  parties  as  are  resident  in  the  DistHct 
of  Columbia;  and  if  such  award  be  not,  at  the 
•ession  of  the  said  circuit  court,  in  the  county  of 
WashingtoUf  next  after  such  return  of  "the  Faid 
award  to  the  clerk's  office,  set  aside  on  account  of 
fraud  or  partiality  in  the  said  commissioners,  the 
same  shall  be  final  and  conclusive  between  the 
parties,  and  shall  be  recorded  by  the  said  clerk ; 
and  the  sum  so  awarded  being  paid  to  the  said 
clerk  for  the  use  of  the  person  entitled  to  receive 
the  frame,  the  said  land  mentioned  and  described 
in  the  said  award  shall  and  may  be  taken  and 
occupied  as  a  turnpike  road  and  public  highway 
forever.  And  the  said  commissioners,  upon  com- 
pleting the  said  survey  of  the  said  roads,  or  either 
of  them,  shall  return  a  plat  and  certificate  of  such 
survey  to  the  said  clerk;  and  the  same  being  ac- 
cepted by  the  said  court,  shall  be  recorded  bv  the 
said  clerk,  and  thereupon  the  road  so  laid  out 
shall  be  taken,  used,  and  occupied  as  a  turnpike 
road  and  public  highway  forever;  and  the  said 
president,  directors,  and  company  may  thereupon 
proceed  to  enter  upon  the  same,  and  shall  "cause 
at  least  twenty-four  feet  in  breadth,  throughout 
the  whole  length  thereof,  to  be  made  an  artfficial 
road,  of  stone,  gravel,  or  other  hard,  substance,  of 
sufficient  depth  or  thickness  to  secure  a  sdid  and 
firm  road,  with  a  surface  as  smooth  as  the  mate- 
rials will  admit,  and  «o  nearly  levd,  that  it  shall 
in  no  case  rise  or  fall  more  thqn  an  angle  of  four 
degrees  with  a  horizontal  lirie;  and  the  said  road 
shall  thereafter  be  kept  in  good  and  perfect  repair ; 
and  wheresoever  upon  the  said  rouds  any  bridge 
shall  be  deemed  necessary,  the  same  shall  be  built 
of  hOund  and  aoitable  n>aterials.  And  in  case 
either  of  the  said  commissiooe'rs  should  die,  or 
refuse  to  act,  or  become  incapacitated,  or  should 
be  removed  by  the  court  for  misconduct,  the  said 
court  may  appoint  another  in  his  place;  and 
when,  in  the  opinion  of  the  said  president  and 
directors,  either  of  the  said  roads  shall  be  com- 
pleted to  the  extent  of  twenty-four  feet  in  1)readth, 
the  same  shall  be  examined  by  the  said  commis- 
sioners^ or  any  two  of  them ;  and  if,  in  the  opinion 
of  tbem,  or  any  two  of  them,  the  said  road  should 
have  been  completed  to  the  extent  of  at  least 
twenty-four  feet  in  breadth,  according  to  the 
meaning  of  this  act,  they  shall  certify  Jhe  same 
to  the  said  circuit  court,  or  the  judgfes  thereof  out 
of  cotirt;  and  their  certificate  being  accepted  by 
the  ?aid  court,  or  any  two  judges  thereof,  and  re- 
corded, the  said  president  and  directors  shall  and 
may  thereafter  erect  and  ^t  such  and  so  many 
gfates  and  turnpikes,  not  exceeding  two,  upon  and 
across  each  of  the  said  roads,  as  shall  be  neces- 
sary and  sufficient  to  collect  the  tolls  hereinafter 
fi:ranted  to  the  said  company;  and  it  shall  be 
awful  for  them  to  appoint  such  and  so  many 
toll-gatherers  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  to  col- 
lect and  receive  of  and  from  all  and  every  person 
and  persons  using  the  said  road  or  roads,  the  tolls 
and  rates  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  to  stop  any 
person  or  persons  riding,  leading,  or  driving  any 


horses,  mules,  cattle,  hogs,  sheep,  sulky,  chir, 
chaise,  phaeton,  chariot,  coach,  cart,  wagon, slei^, 
■sled,  or  any  carriage  of  burden  or  pleasure  froa 
passing  through  the  said  gates  until  the  said  tolb 
shall  be  paid,  that  is  to  say:  For  the  whole  dis- 
tance in  length  of  the  whole  of  the  said  roads, 
and  so  in  proportion,  9m  near  as  may  be,  for  uj 
less  distance  within  the  District  of  Colombti, 
viz.,  for  every  score  of  sheep,  twenty  cents;  for 
every  score  of  hogs,  twenty  cents ;  for  every  score 
of  cattle, forty  cents;  and  so  in  proportion  foriDj 
greater  or  less  number;  for  every  horse  ot  mofe 
v^ith  a  rider,  twelve  and  an  half  cents;  foreierj 
stage  and  wagon  and  two  horses,  thirtv  cents; lor 
either  carriage  last  mentioned  with  four  horses^ 
forty  cents;  for  every  led  or  driven  how  or 
mule,  six  cents;  for  every  sulky,  chair,  chaise,or 
carriage  of  pleasure  with  two  wheels  and  ooe 
horse,  twenty  cents;  for  every  coaeh,  chariot, 
coachee,  phaeton,  or  chaise,  with  four  wheels aad 
two  horses,  thirty-seven  and  an  half  cents;  for 
any  of  the  said  carriages  last  mentioned,  vitk 
four  horsed,  fifty  cents;  for  every  other  carriigt 
of  pleasure,  unifer  whatever  name  it  may  go,  the 
like  sums,  according  to  the  number  of  wheels  tad 
horses,  in  proportion  aforesaid;  for  every  slerf or 
sleigh  used  as  a  carriage  of  pleaNure,  twelreiod 
an  half  cents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  ame; 
for  every  sled  or  sleigh  used  as  a  carriage  of  har- 
den, eight  cents  for  each  horse  drawing  tbeamf; 
for  every  cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  do  not 
exceed  four  inches  in  breadth,  twelve  and  an  fcilf 
cents  for  each  horse  drawing  the  same;  forertrf 
cart  or  wagon,  whose  wheels  shall  exceed  i& 
breadth  four  inches,  and  not  exceed  seven  ioehfs, 
six  cents  for  every  horse  drawing  the  same;  fiw 
every  cart  or  Wagon,  the  breadth  of  whose  wberfi 
shall  be  more  than  seven  inches,  and  oot  wfrt 
than  ten  inches,  five  cents  for  every  horue  draw- 
ing the  same ;  for  every  cart  or  wagon,  thcbreadth 
of  whose  wheels  shall  be  more  than  ten  ioches, 
and  not  exceed  twelve  inches,  four cent<  for  ererf 
horse  drawing  the  same.  And  that  all  sueh  ca^ 
riages  as  aforesaid,  to  be  drawn  by  oxen  io  the 
whole,  or  partly  by  oxen,  or  to  be  drawn  by  moki 
in  whole  or  part,  two  oxen  shall  be  estimated  » 
equal  to  one  horse,  in  charging*  all  the  aforrsud 
tolls,  and  every  mole  as  equal  to  one  horse.  Aad 
it  shall  be  also  the  duty  of  the  said  commissioBf^ 
after  hearing  all  parties,  to  decide  and  award 
what  proportion  of  the  cost  already  ineorred  « 
making  the  causeway  from  Alexander^?  island  a 
the  main  land,  and  of  the  road  from  the  said 
causeway  to  tne  west  end  of  the  Washiogtta 
bridge,  shall  be  paid  by  the  president,  direeu« 
and  company  of  the  Columbia  turnpike  roads,  ts 
the  president  and  directors  of  the  Washinjtw 
and  Alexandria  Turnpike  Company ;  and  slso,« 
what  proportion  the  former  company  shaH  waj 
tribute  and  pay  towards  the  future  '^P^'^'v 
improvements  of  the  said  cauwway  and  nad; 
and  the  award  of  the  said  commissioners,  or ibT 
two  of  them,  so  made,  shall  be  rctorned'to  tM 
office  of  the  clerk  of  trie  said  court  for  the  cobbiT 
of  Washington ;  and,  being  accepted  by  the  «« 
court,  and  recorded,  ^all  be  fiaal  and  conehwi'^ 
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Sbg.  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That^  in  all 
Cfises  where  sione,  gravel,  earth,  or  sand,  shall  be 
necessary  for  making  or  repairing  either  of  the 
said  roads,  and  the  said  president,  directors,  and 
company,  of  the  Columbia  lurnpike  roads,  can- 
not agree  for  the  same  with  the  owner  thereof, 
then,  by  application  by  the  said  president  and 
directors,  Or  kh^  person  authorized  by  them,  to 
any  one  of  the  judges  of  the  said  circuit  court, 
be  may,  if  he  see  cause,  by  warrant  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  command  the  miirshal  of  the  said 
district  to  summon  a  jury  of  thirteen  disinterested 
persons,  qualified  to  serve  as  petit  jurors  iq  the 
said  circuit  court,  to  meet  at  the  place  where 
such  materials  may  be,  on  home  day,  not  more 
than  ten  days  after  the  date  of  such  warrant,  and 
to  give  the  other  party  fite  days  notice  of  the 
said  tim«>  and  place,  if  such  party  be  found  with- 
in the  District  of  Columbia;  and  if  any  of  the 
said  jurors  should  fail  to  attend  at  the  said  time 
and  place,  the  marshal  may  immediately  summon 
talesmen  in  the  place  of  those  who  are  absent, 
and  shall  administer  an  oath  to  the  said  jirrors 
and  talesmen,  as  the  case  may  be,  justly  and  im- 
partially to  value  the  said  materials,  and  to  as- 
sess the  damage  which  the  owner  thereof  shall 
sustain  by  the  taking  thereof  by  the  said  presir 
dent,  directors,  and  company,  of  the  Columbia 
turnpike  roads;  which  valuation  and  assessment 
of  damages  made  by  the  said  jurors,  or  a  major- 
ity of  tnero,  shall  be  signed  by  the  said  marshal 
«nd  the  jurors,  or  so  many  of  them  as  shall  agree 
thereto,  and  be  returned  by  the  marshal  to  the 
said  clerk  of  the  said  coart  for  the  county  of 
Washington,  to  he  bv  him  recorded,  and  shall  be 
•conclusive  between  the  parties ;  and  a  copy  there- 
of shall  be  delivered  to  each  of  the  parties,  who 
may  be  resident  in  the  District,  and  the  sum  so 
awarded  and  assessed  being  paid  to  the  said  clerk 
of  the  said  court,  for  the  use  of  the  party  enti- 
tled thereto,  the  said  president  and  directors  may 
proceed  to  take  and  carry  away  the  said  mate- 
rials  so  valued  for  the  purposes  aforesaid.  And 
the  said  president,  directors,  and  company,  shall 
pay  the  said  marshal  five  dollars  for  bis  service 
in  summoning  and  impanneiliog  the  said  jury, 
«nd  taking  and  returning  the  said  ioqtiest,  and 
two  dollars  to  each  of  the  jurors  so  swora. 

Sec  8.  And  be  it  fiarther  enacted^  That,  for 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  weight  that  may 
be  drawn  along  the  said  road,  in  any  eart,  wagon, 
or  other  carriage  of  burden,  it  shall  ana  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  said  president,  managers,and  company, 
to  erect  and  establish  hcales  and  weights  at  or 
near  sach  and  so  many  of  the  gates  erected,  or  to 
be  erected,  in  pursuance  pf  this  act,  as  they  may 
think  proper;  and  where  there  may  seem  reason- 
able cause  to  suspect  that  any  cart,  wagon,  or 
other  carriage  of  burden,  carries  a  sreater  weight 
than  is  pr  shall  be  by  law  allowable,  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  toll-gatherers,  or  other  persons  in 
their  service  or  employment,  to  prevent  the  same 
from  passing  such  gate  or  turnpike,  until  such 
cart,  wagon^  or  carriage  of  burden,  shall  be  drawn 
into  the  fixed  or  erected  scales  at  or  near  any  such 
gate  or  turnpike,  and  the  weight  ox  burden  drawn 


therein  ascertained  by  weighing:  and  if  the  per- 
son or  persons  driving,  or  naviog  care  or  charge 
of  any  such  cart,  wagon,  or  other  carriage  of 
burden,  shall  refuse  to  drive  the  same. into  any 
such  scales  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  person 
or  persons  sp  refusing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
said  president,  managers,  and  company,  any  suni 
not  less  than  five  dollars,  nor  more  than  eight 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  in  the  manner  hereinaf- 
ter mentioned. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  furtHer  enacted,  That  no 
wagon,  or  other  carriage  with  four  wheels,  the 
breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be  four  inches, 
shall  be  drawn  along  the  said  road  with  a  greater 
weight  thereon  than  three  tons ;  that  no  such  car- 
riage, the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be 
seven  inches,  or  being  six  inches  oi^  more  shall  roll 
at  least  ten  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along  the  said 
vl-oads  with  mOre  than  ^7e  tons ;  that  no  such  car- 
riage, the  breadth  of  whose  wheels  shall  not  be 
ten  inches  or  more,  or  being  less  shall  not  rq.ll  at 
least  twelve  inches,  shall  be  drawn  along  the  said 
road,  with  more  than  eight  tons;  that  no  cart  or 
other  carriage  with  two  wheeU.  the  same  breadtb 
of  wheels  as  the  wagons  aforesaid,  shall  be  drawn 
along  the  said  road  with  more  than  half  the  bur- 
den or  weight  aforesaid ;  and  if  any  cart,  wagon, 
or  carriage  of  burden,  whatsoever,  shall  be  drawn 
along  the  said  road,  with  a  greater  weight  than 
is  hereby  allowed,  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
carriage,  if  the  excess  of  burden  shall  be  three 
hundred  weight  or  upwards,  shall  forfeit  and  pay 
four  tiikies  the  cnstomarv  tolls  for  the  use  of  ilie 
conipanv:  Provided^  atwapa.  That  it  shall  and 
may  be  (awful  for  the  said  company,  by  their  by- 
laws, to  alter  any  or  all  the  regulations  herein 
contained  respecting  the  burdens  or  carriages  to 
be  drawn  over  the  said  road,  and  to  substitota 
other  regulations,  if,  upon  experiment,  such  altei- 
ations  shall  be  found  conducive  to  the  public 
good :  Provided^  nevertheless,  That  such  regula- 
tions shall  not  lessen  the  burdens  of  earriaget 
above  described. 

Sbc.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
president  and  directors  of  the  said  company  shall 
keep,  or  cause  to  be  kept,  fair  and  just  accounts 
of  ail  moneys  to  be  received  by  them  from  the 
3aid  commissioners  first  herein  named,  and  from 
the  stockholders  or  subscribers  to  the  said  under- 
taking, on  account  of  their  several  subscriptions 
or  shares,  and  of  all  moneys  by  them  to  be  ex- 
pended, in  the  prosecution  of  their  said  work,  and 
shall  once,  at  least,  in  every  year,  submit  such  ac- 
counts to  a  general  meeting  of  the  stockholders^ 
until  the  said  road  shall  be  completed,  and  until 
all  the  costs,  charges,  and  expenses,  of  effectinf 
the  eame,  shall  be  fully  liquidated,  paid,  and  dis- 
charged ;  and  if  upon  such  liquidation,  or  when* 
ever  the  whole  capital  stock  of  the  said  company 
shall  be  nearly  expended,  it  shall  be  found  that 
the  said  capital  stock  will  not  be  sufficient  U> 
complete  the  said  roads,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  it  sball  and  may 
be  lawful  for  the  said  stockholders,  bein^  con-  * 
veoed  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  met 
or  their  by-laws  and  nilea,  to  increase  tha  amouai 
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to  be  paid  on  the  shares  from  time  to  time  to  bach 
extent  as  shall  be  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
work,  and  to  demand  and  receive  the  increased 
amount  so  to  be  required  on  snch  shares  in  like 
manner  and  under  the  like  penalties  as  are  herein- 
before prorided  for  the  original  payments,  ot  as 
shall  be  provided  by  their  by-laws. 

Sec.  IL  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
said  president  and  directors  shall  also  keeu,or  cause 
to  be  kept,  just  and  true  accounts  of  all  moneys 
to  be  received  by  their  several  collectors  of  tolls 
at  the  turnpike  gates  on  the  said  roads,  and  shall 
make  and  declare  a  half  yearly  dividend  of  the 
clear  profits  and  income  thereof,  all  contingent 
costs  and  charges  being  first  deducted,  among 
all  the  holders  of  said  stock,  and  shall  publish  the 
half  yearly  dividend  aforesaid  in  some  newspa- 
per printed  in  the  District  of  Colombia,  and  at 
the  time  and  place  when  and  where  the  same 
will  be  paid,  and  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  paid 
accordingly. 

S«G.12.  Andhe  it  further  enadedy  Thatitshall 
be  the  duty  of  the  said  corporation  to  keep  the 
said  roadsj  as  they  are  respectively  completed,  in 
«>od  repair;  and  if,  in  neglect  of  their  said  duty, 
the  said  corporation  shall  at  an  y  time  suffer  the  said 
roada  to  be  out  of  repair,  so  as  to  be  unsafe  or  in- 
convenient for  passengers,  the  said  corporation 
shall  be  liable  to  be  presented  for  such  neglect, 
before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction,  and 
upon  conviction  thereof,  to  pay  to  the  United 
States  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars, at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  shall  also 
be  responsible  for  all  damages  which  may  be  sus- 
tained by  any  person  or  persons  in  consequence 
of  such  want  of  repair,  to  be  recoTered  in  an  ac- 
tioQ  of  trespass  on  the  case  in  any  court  compe- 
tent to  try  the  same :  Provided  cuways,  and  it  is 
Jurther  enacted,  That,  whenever  the  net  proceeds 
of  tolls  collected  on  said  roads  shall  amount  to  a 
sum  sufficient  to  reimburse  the  capital  which  shall 
be  expended  in  the  purchase  of  such  land  and  mak* 
img  said  ruads,  ano  twelve  per  cent,  interest  per 
annum  thereon^  to  be  ascertained  by  the  circuit 
court  of  the  United  States,  in  and  for  the  District 
of  Columbia,  the  sanle  shall  become  free  roads, 
and  tolls  shall  be  no  longer  collected  thereon ; 
and  said  company  shall  annually  make  returns 
to  said  circuit  court  of  the  amount  of  the  tolla  col- 
lected, and  of  their  necessary  expenses,  so  as  to 
enable  said  circuit  court  to  determine  when  said 
tolls  shall  cease. 

&EC.  13.  Andbeiifurtfier enacted,  Thtit/if  tiny 
person  or  persons  riding  in  or  driving  any  car- 
riage of  any  kind,  or  leading,  riding,  or  driving, 
anj  horses,  sheep,  hogs,  or  any  kitfd  of  cattle 
whatever,  on  said  road,  shall  pass  throagh  any 
private  gate,  bars,  or  fence,  or  over  any  private  way 
or  passage,  or  pass  through  any  toll-gate  under  any 
pretended  privilege  or  exemption  to  which  he, 
or  she,  or  they,  may  not  be  entitled,  or  do  any 
act  or  thing  with  intent  to  lessen  or  evade  the 
tolls  for  passing  through  the  gates  established 
under  this  act,  such  oerson  or  persons,  for  every 
mch  offence,  shaM  forfeit  to  the  said  president 


and  directors  not  less  than  three  nor  more  tbao 
ten  dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  any  justice  of 
the  peace,  with  costs,  in  the  same  maooer  that 
small  debts  are  recoverable:  Provided,  Tbaiit 
shall  not  be  lawful  foir  the  companv  totsk,d^ 
maod,or  receive,  from  or  for  persons  living  oa  oc 
adjacent  to  the  said  roads,  who  may  baveoe^- 
sion  to  pass  by  said  roads  upon  the  ordinary  bosi- 
ness  relating  to  their  farms,  so  far  as  the  Umitsof 
the  same  may  extend  on  the  roads,  respectireiy, 
who  shall  noi!  have  any  other  convenient  road  or 
way  by  trhich  they  may  pass,  from  one  part  to 
another  part  thereof,  any  toll  for  passing  on,  or 
by  either  of  the  said  turnpikes. 
Approved,  April  20, 1810. 


An  Act  to  emend  an  act,  entitled.^  An  act  for  tbe ei- 
tshlishment  of  a  tnrnpike  company  in  the  eointjof 
Alexandria,  in  the  District  of  Columbis." 

Be  it  enaOed,  fc..  That  it  shall  and  maf  be 
lawful  to  and  for  tne  president  and  directors  of 
the  Washington  and  Alexandria  Turnpike  Coia- 
panv,  in  all  cslses  wbere  stone,  jgrravel,  earth,  or 
sand,  mav  be  necessary  for  making  or  repairiir 
the  Washington  and  Alexandria  turnpike  roi(( 
and  the  President  and  Directors  of  the  Wasb- 
iiigton  and  Alexandria  Turnpike  CompaoyetD- 
not  agree  for  the  sadle  with  the  Owners  thereo( 
it  shall  and  majr  be  lawful  for  anyone  of  tie 
judges  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  upon  application  by  the  said  presi- 
dent and  directors,  or  any  person  authorized bf 
them,  by  warrant  under  his  hand  and  seal,  to 
command  the  marshal  of  the  said  District  to 
summon  a  jury  of  thirteen  disinterested  persons, 
qualified  to  serve  a^  petit  jurors  in  the  said  cir- 
cuit 6ourt,  to  meet  at  th^  place  where  soeh  nt- 
terials  may  be,  on  some  day  not  more  tbiQ  tea 
after  the  date  of  such  warraot,  and  togiveibe 
other  party  lire  days'  notice  of  the  time  ipd 
place,  if  such  party  be  found  within  the  District 
o(  Columbia,  and  if  any  of  the  said  jurors  sboold 
fail  t6  attend  at  the  said  time  and  place,  the  otr- 
^hal  mav  immediately  summon  tailestneQ  in  ^ 
place  or  those  who  are  absent,  and  shall  adffiio- 
ister  an  oath  to  the  said  jurors  or  talesmen  as  tbe 
case  maybe,  justly  and  impartially  to  value  tbe 
said  materials,  and  to  assess  the  (htmage  vbtcb 
the  owner  thereof  shall  sustain  by  tbe  takiof 
thereof  by  the  said  president  and  directors,  whicb 
valuation  and  assessment  of  dan^ages  made  bj 
the  said  jurors  or  a  majority  of  them,  sli»'i  ^ 
sfgn^  by  the  said  marshal  and  the  jurors,  or  lO 
many  of  them  as  shall  agree  thereto,  and  be  r^ 
turned  to  the  clerk  of  the  said  court  for  thecooj 
tr  of  Alexandria,  to  be  by  him  recorded,  iw 
shall  be  conclusive  between  the  parties ;  lodt 
C9pjr  thereof  shall  be  delivered  to  each  oftt* 
parties  who  may  be  resident  in  the  said  Dii^^ 
of  Coliraibia,  and  the  sum  so  awarded  aodU- 
sessed  being  paid  to  the  said  clerk  of  rte$t» 
court,  for  the  Use  of  the  party  entitled  thereiOi 
the  said  president  and  directors  may  proceed  to 
take  and  carry  away  the  said  materials  so  ralow 
for  the  purposes  afbresltid,  andihs  said  presiaeoi 
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and  directors  shall  pay  the  said  marsliai  five,  dol- 
lars for  his  service  iu  summoaiag  and  inopaDael- 
liog  the  said  joryr,  and  taking  aod  retarBiD|r  said 
inquest,  and  two  dollars  to  each  of  the  said  jurors 
so  swora* 

Sec  2.  And  U  U  Jurther  enacied,  Th^A,  the 
president  and  directors  aforesaid,  may  remove 
their  toll-gate  from  the  bridge  that  is  made  across 
Four  Mile  Oreek,  and  place  the  same,  and  col- 
lect the  tells  of  thefr  said  road  and  bridge;  on 
any  part  of  the  eaid  road :  Provided,  That  the 
said  toll-gate  shall  not  be  placed  any  nearer  to 
tAke  town  of  Alexandria  than  where  it  now 
stands,  nor  more  than  half  a  mile  from  where  it 
now  is. 

Sbo.  a  And  be  U  Jurther  enaeUd,  That  it 
shall  and  mav  be  lawful  for  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  said  company,  or  a  majority  of 
them,  to  agree  with  theowner»ofany  ground,  ta 
be  occupied  by  the'  necessary  tolUhouse^  and 
gates,  for  the  right  thereof,  or  in  cas^  the  owner 
thereof  shall  be  a  feme  eweriy  under  age,  iion 
aornvM,  or  out  oi  the  District,  then  the  same 
shtil  be  condemned,  and  ^paid  for  in  the  same 
manner,  and  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as  is 
provided  by  the  act  to  which  this^  is  a  supple* 
ment,  for  condemning  the  lands  thrauf^h  which 
the  road  was  to  be  conducted :  Frmtided^  The 
goantity  of  land  so  condemned  does  nt^t  exceed 
half  an  acre. 

Sec.  4.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That,  to 
enable  the  said  company  imnvediateiy  to  com- 
plete and  render  sufficient  the  said  road,  a«cord- 
tng  to  the  true  intent  and.  meaning  of  the  said 
recited  act,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  the 
stockholders  of  the  said  company,  at  any  gene^ 
ml  meeting  at  which  a  majority  of  tl>em  in  per- 
son^  or  by  proxy,  shall  be  present,  to  increase 
the  number  of -shares  to  such  extent  as  shallbe 
pecessary  to  accomplish  the  work,  on  the  road 
aforesaio,  as  now  laid  out,  aad  to  demand  and 
receive  the  moneys  subscribed  for  such  shares  in 
the  like  manner,  and  under  the  like  penalties,  as^ 
therein  provided  for  the  original  subscriptions. 

Approved,  A  pril  25, 1810. 

An  Act  to  allow  the  benefit  of  drawback  on  merchan- 
dise tmnsporled  by  land  conveyance  from  Newport 
to  Boetoh,  and  from  Boston  to  Newport,  in  like  man- 
ner as  if  the  same  wei^  transported  ooasiwise. 

Be  it  enactedj  fc,  ThAt  all  goods^  wares,  aad 
inerchandtse,  duly  import^  into  either  of  the 
poKs  of  Boston  and  Newport,  which  shall  be 
transported  by  land  conveyance  from  the  port  of 
Newport,  by  the  way  of  Rhode  Island  bridge 
and  Taiunton,  to  Boston ;  or  from  Boston,  by  the 
aame  route,  to  Newport  and  which  being  im- 
ported into  Newport,  shall  be  exported  from  Bos- 
ton; or  which,  being  imported  in<o  Boston,  shall 
be  exported  from  Newport,  shall  be  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  a  drawback  of  the  duties  upon 
exportation,  to  any  foreign  jport  or  place,  under 
tliesame  provisions,  regulations,  restrictions,  and 
limitations,  as  if  the  said  goods,  wares,  and  mer- 
tibandisewera  transported  coastwise  from  one  to 


another  of  the  said  districts}  and  on  the  proviso 
that  ail  the  provisions,  regulations,  iimitationsi 
and  restrictions  existing  to  the  case  of  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  transported  by  any  of 
the  routes  mentioned  in  the  seventy-ninth  section 
of  the  act,  entitled  ''An  act  to  regulate  the  col- 
lection of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,"  passed 
the  second  (^  March,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine,  shall  be  duly  observed. 
Approved,  April  25, 1810. 

An  Act  to  estafahsh  Post  Roads. 

Beit  enacted,  fc^  That  the  following  ^be  es- 
tablished as  post  roads : 

In  the  Diftriet  of  Maine.— From  Portsnrouth) 
N.  H.  by  Kittery,  York,  Wells,  Arundel,  Bidde- 
ford,  Saco,  Scarboro',  Cape  Elizabeth,  Portland, 
Falmouth.  North  Yarmouth,  Freeport,  Bruns- 
wick, Bain,  Woolwich,  Wiscasset,  New  Castle, 
Waldoboro',  Warren,  Camden,  Canaan,  Lin- 
colnvilkjNorthportfbelfaH,  Prospect,  Buckstown^ 
Orland,  Trenton,  Sullivan,  Steuben,  Harrington, 
Addison,  Jones,  Machias,  Denneysville,  and  Sco- 
dic,  to  Calais^ 

From  Dover,  N.  H.  by  Berwick  and  Dooty*s 
Falls,  to  Arundel,  or  Kennebunk. 

From  Portland,  by  Gforham,  Bodcstown,  Lim- 
erick, liimington,  Cornish,  Parsonfteld,  Newfield, 
Shapleigh,  Lebaaon,  Berwick,  Sanford,  Alfred, 
Waterboro*,  and  Philipsborg,  to  Button. 

From  Portland,  by  Saccarappee,  Qorham,  Bian- 
dish,  Flintstown,  Hiram,  and  Browqfield,  to  Frf* 
buih. 

From  Portland,  by  Windham^  Raymond, 
Bridgetown.  Lovell,  Waterfofd,  Norway,  Paris, 
Buckfield,  Sumner.  Hartford,  Lirermore,  Tur* 
ner,  Poland,  New  GUoucester,  and  Hebron  Acad- 
emy, to  Paris. 

Froin  Portland,  by  Falmouth,  Qray,  N\ew 
Qloucester,  Lewijttown^  Green,  Monmouth,  Win'- 
throp,  Augusta,  Sydney,  Watervtile,  Farfield, 
Canafltn,  to  r^orridgewock.  and  Anson. 

From  Brunswick,  by  Topsham,  Bowdoinham, 
Gardiner,  and  HalloWell,  to  Augusta. 

From  Gardiner,  by  Pittstown  and  Dresden,  to 
Wiscassett. 

From  Augusta,  by  Redfield,  Mount  Vernon, 
Chester,  and  New  Sharon,  to  Farmington. 

From  Augusta,  by  Yassalboro',  Winslow, 
Clinton,  Fairfax,  Unity,  and  Collegetown,  to 
Hampden. 

From  Wiscasset,  by  Edgecomb,  to  Boothbay. 

From  Wrscasset;  by  New  Miiford,  Jefferson, 
Palermo,  and  Mootville,  to  Belfast. 

Brom  Buckstowo,  by  Frankfort,  Hampden, 
and  Bangor,  to  No.  1,  7ih  Range,  and  thence  by 
Orrington,  to  Buckstown. 

From  Buckstown,  by  Penobscot^  Castine, 
Sedgwick,  and  Blue  Hill,  to  Buckstown,  and 
from  Cystine  to  Lincoln vilie. 

From  Sullivan  to  Goldsboro'. 

From  Dennysville  to  E^stport. 

In  New  JibmjnsAtre.— From  Salisbury,  Ms.  by 
Seabrook,  and  Hampton,  to  Portsmouth. 

From  rortsoioutn,  by  Durham,  and  No>th- 
I  wood,  to  Concord. 
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From  Portsmouth,  bjr  Bzel€r,  and  Kiogsiob, 
to  Haverhill,  Ms. 

Prom  Porumouih,  by  Exeler,  Chester,  Lon- 
dooderry,  Merrimack.  Amherst,  Petersboro',  Marl- 
boro', and  Keene,  to  Walpole. 

From .  HaverhiH,  Ms.  by  Chester.  Coocord. 
HopkiDton,  Henoiker.and  Lemster,toCharlestoo! 

From  Haverhill,  Ms.  by  Salem,  to  Windham. 

From  Tyngboro'.  Ms.  by  Dunstable,  Amherst. 
Francisiown,  Washiugton,  and  Claremont,  to 
Windsor,  Vt. 

From  Portsmouth,  by  Nottrngham,  Epsom, 
Pembroke,  Concord,  Salisbury,  Aodover,  Wil- 
mot,  Enfield,  Lebanon.  Hanover,  Lime,  Orford, 
PiermoD^,  Haverhill,  Bath,  Litiletou,  Dalton, 
Lancaster,  Cockburn,  Colebrook,  and  Stuart,  to 
Norfolk,  Vt. 

From  Hanover,  by  Canaan,  and  Groton,  to 
Plymouth. 

From  Salisbury,  by  Andover,  New  Chester, 
and  Bridgewater,  to  Plymouth,  thence  by  Hoi* 
derness.  New  HamptoU)  and  Sanbornton,  to 
Salisbury. 

From  Newburyport,  Ms.  by  Exeter,  New 
Market,  Durham,  Dover,  and  Barrington,  to 
Oilmanton. 

From  Portsmouth,  by  Dover,  Rochester,  Mid- 
dletowo,  Ossippee,  Moultooborb'.  Centre  Harbor, 
Plymouth,  and  Haverhill,  to  Newbury  ;  and  from 
Plymouth,  by  New  Hampton,  Meredith,  Gil- 
manton,  Nottingham,  and  Durham,  to  Ports- 
mouth. 

From  Friburg,  Me.  by  Conway,  Bartletts, 
Rotsebrooks,  a«d  Jeffenson,  to  Lancaster. 

From  Winchendon,  Ms.  by  Fitzwilliam,  and 
Keene,  to  Brattleboro'  Vt. 

From  Warwick.  Ms.  by  Winchester,  and 
Kinsdale,  to  Brattleboro',  Vt. 

From  Ash  by,  Ms.  by  New  Ip».wich,  and  Jaf- 
fray,  to^  Marlboro'. 

in  Fcrmon^.—From  Lansingburg,  Ni  Y.  by 
Bennington,  Shaftsbury,  Arlington.  Manchester, 
Rutland,  Pittsford,  Branden,  Leicester,  Salisbu- 
ry, Middlebury,  New  Haven,  Vergennes,  Ferris- 
burg«  Charbtte,  Shetburn,  Burlington,  Colches- 
ter, Milton,  Georgia,  and  St,  Albao's,  to  High- 
gale. 

From  Williamstown,  Ms.  by  Pownall,  to  Ben- 
nington. 

From  Brattleboro',  by  Marlboro',  Wilmington, 
and  Woodford,  to  Beoninston. 

From  Rutland,  by  Clarendon,  Shrewsbury' 
Plymouth,  Reading,  and  Windsor,  to  Cavendish* 

From  Rutland,  by  Castleton,  Fairbaven,  Ben- 
ton, Ocwell,  Shoreham,  and  Addison,  to  Vergen- 
nes. 

From  Middlebury,  by  New  Haven,  Mookton, 
Hynesburg,  Willjsto'n,  Jericho,  Essei,  Westford, 
Fairfax,  Fairfield,  and  Sheldon,  to  Hunttburg; 
thence  by  Berkshire,  Eposburg,  Bakersiield, 
Cambridge,  Underbill,  Richmond,  Huotingibn, 
Siarksboro',  and  Brisiol,  to  Middlebury,  and  from 
thence  to  Poultney,  and  also  from  Middlebury,  by 
Royalton,  to  Hanover,  N.  H. 

From  Barnardstown,  Ms.  by  Hinsdale,  Brattle- 
boro', Putney,  Westminster,  Walpole,  Charlea- 


fon,  Wetherafield,  Windsor  Hartferd,  Norwich, 
Therford,  Fairlee,  B,radford,  Newbury,  Ryeftte. 
Barnet,  Littleton^  Concord,  and  Lonenborg,to 
Guildball. 

From  Walpole,  N.  H.  by  Bellows  Falls,  Rock- 
ingham. Chester,  Ca  vendi8ii.Ludk>w,and8brew9- 
bury,  to  Rutland. 

From  Windsor,  by  Woodstock,  Barnard,  Rof- 
alton,  Randolph,  Williamston,.  Berlin,  Mooipelicr, 
Middlesex.  Waterbury,  Bolton,  Jericho,  and  Wil- 
liston,^to  Burlington,  and  from  theace  to  Omul 
Iffle. 

From  Newbury,  by  Corinth,  Washiagtoo,  ai4 
Bar  re,'  to  Berlin. 

From  Ryegate.  by  Peacham,  Danville,  Wlu^ 
lock,.Sheffiell,  Glover,  Barton,  Browniogton,  and 
Salem,  to  Derby. 

From  Lancaster,  N.  H.  .by  LuneDborr.  St. 
Johnsbury,  Danville,  Waiden,  Harwich,  Wool- 
cott,  Hydeepark,  Johnston,  and  Fletcher,  to  St 
Albans. 

In  MoMackuBcttg, — From  Suffield,  Codd.  br 
Springfield,  Wilbraham,  Palmer,  Western,  Brook 
field,  Spencer,  Leicester,  Worcester,  Shrewsbury, 
Northboro',  Marlboro,^  Sudbury,  Waterion, 
Cambridge,  Boston,  Charlettowo,  Maiden,  Lpo, 
Salem,  Beverly,  Wenham,  Hamilton,  Ipsine^ 
Rowley,  and  Newburyport,  to  Salisbury. 

From  Suffield,  Ct.  by  Westfield,  Soathan|rtOB, 
Northampton,  Hatfield,  Wbately,  Deerfield,iad 
Greenfield,  ta  Bernardstown. 

From  Salisbury,  Ct.  by  Sheffield,  Great  Bic- 
riogton,  Stoekbridge,  Lenox,  Pitt^fiel(L  Laoes- 
buro',  and  WiJIiamstoo,  to  Greenfield. 

From  Canaan,  Ct.  by  Sheffield,  to  Egreooat. 

From  Colebrook,  Ci.  by  Soutbfield.  Saodif 
field,  Lee,  Lenox,  and  Hancock,  to  NewLe^^ 
N.Y. 

From  Springfield,  by  Stoekbridge  and  West 
Stoekbridge,  to  Albany,  N.  Y. 

From  Gkanby,  by  Granville,  Blaadford,  and 
Chester,  to  Middlefield. 

From  Brookfield,  by  Ware,  Belehertown,  Had- 
ley,  Northampton,  Chesterfield,  Worthiogtoo, 
Partridgefield,  Dalton,  PiU:^fieId,  and  HaacocM^ 
New  Lebanon. 

From  Stafford,  Ct.  to  Brookfield  or  Worcesier 
and  thence  by  Framingham,  to  Boston. 

From  Worcester,  by  Holden,  Rutland,  Bane, 
and  Petersham,  to  Athul.     ' 

From  Rutland,  by  Hubbardstown  and  Tern- 
pleton,  to  Winchendon. 

From  Rutland,  by  Greenwich.  Hardwichj  Pe^ 
bam,  Amherst,  and  Hadley,  to  Northampton,  aad 
thenoe  by  South  Hadley,  to  Spring6eld. 

From  Boston,  by  Dedham^  Walpole,  FMbo- 
roui^h  and  Attleborourh,  to  Prdvidence,  R>  1* 

From  Boston,  by  the  Newburyport  turapite 
to  Newburyport. 

From  Dedham,  by  Medfield.  Medway,  Billnf 
ham,  Milfojd,  Mendon,  Oxbridge,  and  Doogw** 
to  Thompson,  Ct. 

From  Boston,  by  Milton,  Canton,  Barfoj, 
Taunton,  Berkley,  and  Freetown,  to  New  W*' 
ford. 

From  Boston,  by  Dorchester,  Outney,  Bitift' 
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tne,  Weymouth,  Hanover,  Pembroke.  Kiogstoo. 
Plymouth,  SapUvricb,  Barnstable,  Yarmouth, 
DennU,  Brewater,  Harwich,  Chatham,  Orleans. 
Eastham,  Wellfleet.and  Truro,^to  Provioceiown. 

From  Sandwich,  by  Fal,mouibf  to  Nantucket. 

From  Falmouth  to  Edgar(on» 

From  Sandwich,  by  Wareham,  Rochester  New 
BecKbrd  and  Dartmouth,  to  Westport. 

From  Wey^ncuth,  by  Hingham,  Coha5aet, 
Scituate,  Marsbfield^and  Duxbury,  to  Kingston. 

From  Weymouth,  by  Abington,  Bridgewater, 
Raynham,  Taunton,  Dightoo,  Somerset,  and 
Swanzey.  to  Warren,  R.  1. 

From  Boston,  by  Concord,  Stow,  Bolton,  Lan- 
caster, Leominster,  Westminister,  Templeton, 
Gerry,  Athol,  and  Orange,. to  Warwick. 

From  Concord,  by  Littleton,  Groton,  and 
Townsend,  to  Ashby. 

From  Conct>rd,  by  FitzwilUam,  N.  H.  to  Brat- 
tleborough,  Vt. 

From  Boston,  by  Medford,  Wobarn^  Billerica 
and  Cheimsford,  to  Tyngsboro*. 

From  Woburn,  by  Andoter,  to  Haverhill. 

From  Billerica,  by  Patucket  Bridge,  Draout, 
Felbam,  N.  H.  and  Windham,  to  Londonderry, 

From  Salem  to  Afarblebead. 

From  Salem,  by  Manchester,  to  G]ooceiiier» 

From  Salem,  by  Da  avers,  Topsfield,  Box  ford, 
and  Bradford,  to  Haverhill. 

From  Newburyport  to  Haverhill. 

From  Troy ,^ by  Freetown,  Berkley,  to  Taunton. 

From  Plymouth,  by  Taunton,  to  Providence, 
R.  L 

From  Framington,  by  Southborough.  West- 
borough,  Grafton.  Sutton^  Oxford,  Dudley,  and 
Woodstock,  to  Aiihford,  in  Connecticut. 

In  Rhode  Island.^From  Plainlleld,  Cl.  by 
Scituate  and  Providence,  to  Smithfield. 

From  Providence,  by  Barrington,  Warren,  and 
Bristol,  to  Newport. 

From  Providence,  by  Patuxet,  BaFt  Green- 
wich, Wickford,  and  Little  Rest,  to  Towerhill,  or 
South  Kington. 

From  Newport,  by  Ttvertott,  to  Westport  Ms. 

From  Newport,  by  Towerhill,  and  by  the  Court- 
bouse  in  South  Kingston,  Charleston,  and  West- 
erly, to  Stooington,  Ct. 

From  Newport,  by  Tiverton,  to  Troy,  Ms. 

From  South  Kingston,  by  Bichmopd,  Hep- 
kinton.  North  Stonington,  and  Preston,  to  Nor- 
wich, Cl. 

In  Cannecticuti-^Vrom  Rye;  N.  Y.  by  Green- 
wich, Stamford,  Norwalk,  FairfieM,  Bridgeport, 
Stratford.  Milford,  New  Haven,  North  Haven, 
Watlingfurd,  Berlin,  Welhersfield,  Hartford,  and 
Windsor,  to  Suflfield. 

From  Norwalk,  by  Reading,  Danbury,  Brook- 
field,  New  Milfurd,  Washington,  Litchfield,  Har- 
winton,  Burlington,  Farmin^ton,  Hnrtford,  East 
Hartford,  Ashford,  and  Pomlret,  to  Thompson. 

From  New  Milford,  by  Kent,  and  Sharon,  to 
Salisbury. 

From  Bridgeport,  by  Trumbull,  Ripton,  Hunt- 
ington, and  Newtown,  to  Brookfield. 

From  N^w  Haven,  by  Derby, Suuthbnry,  Wood- 


bury, Bethlehem,  Litchfield,  and  Gosihen,  to  Ca- 
naan. 

From  New  Haven,  by  Woodbridge,  Waterbury, 
Wutertown,  Litchfield,  Cornwall,  and  Sharon,  to 
Pooj^hkeppsie,  N.  Y. 

From  New  Haven,  by  Cheshire  and  Southing* 
ton,  to  Fa rmioeton 

From  New  Haven,  by  Durham  and  Middle-' 
town,  to  Wethersfield. 

From  New  Haven,  by  Branford,  Guilford,  Kil- 
lingworth,  Saybrook,  Lyme,  New  London.  Chel- 
sea, and  Jewiti'*-  city  to  Plainfield. 

From  Saybrook.  by  Petty  Paug,  Haddam,  East 
Haddam^aud  Mi  die  Haddam,  to  Middletown. 

From  Sionington,  by  New  London,  Mountvill^ 
Colchesrer,  Glastenbury,  ELartford,  Wintimburv, 
Canton,  New  Hartford,  Winchester,  and  Norfolk, 
to  Canaan. 

From  Norwich,  by  Canterbury  and  Brooklyn, 
to  Pom  fret. 
,  From  Hartford,  by  Simsbury,  to  Granhy 

Froin  New  Hartford,  by  Hartland,  toCulebrook. 

From  Hartford,  by  East  Hartford,  Oxford, 
Hebron,  Lebanon,  and  Norwich,  to  Chelsea. 

From  Hartford,  by  Coventry,  Windham  and 
Canterbury,  to  Plainfield. 

From  Hartford,  by  Tolland,  to  Stafford. 

From  Bast  Hartford,  by  East  Windsor,  to 
Springfield,  Ms. 

From  Danbury  to  Ridgefield. 

In  New  Yor*.— From  Jersey  city,  by  New 
York,  Harlaem  and  Netv  Rochelle,  to  Rye. 

From  New  York  city,  by  Brooklyn,  Jamaica, 
Hempstead.  Merrick.  South  Oyster  Bay.  South 
Huntinffton,  Islip,  Patchogiie,  Fireplace.  Mor- 
riches,  Westhampton^  Southampton  and  Bridge- 
bampton,  to  Sa^  Harbor. 

From  Jamaica,  by  dueen^s  C.  H.  Oyster 
Bay,^untiogton,  Dixhills,  Smithtown,  Setauket 
Brookhaven,  i^nd  Riverbead,  to  Southhold. 

From  New  York,  by  Kingsbridge.  Yonkera, 
Greensburg,  Mount  Pleasant,  Peekskifl,  Pish  kill, 
Poughkeepsie,  Staat^burg,  Rbinebeck,  Redhook, 
Clernioot,  Htidson,  Kinderhook,  Albany,  Sche- 
nectady, Ainsterdam,  Tripshill,  Palatine,  Little 
Falls,  Herkimer,  Utica,  New  Hartford,  West- 
moreland, Oneida,  Sullivan.  Qaneseraga,  Man- 
ISus,  Onondaga.  MarcelluA,  Sfteneatales,  Aurelius, 
Cayu^a,Geaeva,Canandaigua,Bloomfiild,Avon, 
Southampton,  Batavia,  New  Amsterdam,  and 
Lewistown,  to  Youngstown^r  Niagara. 

From  New  Rochelle,  by  Whiteplaius,  Salem, 
Ridgefield,  Ct.  South  East,  Patterson  and  Paul- 
ing, to  Dover. 

From  Ramapa  Works  to  Newburg. 

From  New  Antrim,  by  Monroe,  Chester,  Go- 
shen, W«llklll,  Montgomery,  Shawaneonk,  New 
Paltz,  ^lingjtton,  Songaerties.  Catsktll,  Lunen- 
burg, Cuxsacksie,  Coyeman^,  Bethlehem,  Albany, 
Troy,  Lanslngborg,  Waterford,  Stillwater,  Sara- 
toga, Northumberland,  Fort  Miller,  Sandy  Hill, 
dueeubbury.  Fort  George,  Thurman,  Chester. 
Scaroon  lake,  Elizabeth,  WilUboro',  Peru,  and 
PlatUburg,  to  Obaihplain  town. 

From  Hamourg,  N.  J.  by  Warwick,  Florida, 
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Goshen,  Little  Britain,  New  Windsor,  Newbarg, 
and  Fiskhill  landing  to  Fisbkill. 

From  Danbury,  Ct.  by  Fisbkill  landing  and 
Newburg,  to  Chenango  roint. 

From  Rhinebeek,  by  Kingston,  ShandeciO; 
Middleiown,  Delhi,  Walton,  Sidney,  Jericho 
Bridge,  Onoqiiago,  Biaghampton,  Union,  Owego, 
Athens,  Pa.  Chemung,  Elmira,  Great  Flat,  Paint- 
ed Post,  Baih,  Canesteo,  Ark  Port,  Danville, 
Williamsburg  and  Genesep  to  Avon. 

From  Delhi  to  Meredith. 

From  Wellsboroogh,  Pa.  by  Lyndleystown,  to 
Painted  Post. 

From  Hudson,  by  Lunenburg,  Catskill,  Cairo, 
Durham,  Broome,  Blenheim,  Stamford,  Harpers- 
field,  Kortwright,  Meredith,  Fraokiip,  Unadilla, 
and  Clinton,  to  Jericho  Bridge. 

From  Erie,  Pa.  bv  Caseda,  Cataraugus,  and 
Fish  creek,  to  New  Amsterdam. 

From  Bath,  by  Roscommon  and  Jerusalem,  to 
Geneva. 

From  Ehnira,  by  Catharinestown,  Hector, 
Ovid,  Lancaster  and  Romulus,  to  Geneva. 

From  Owego,  by  Caniines,  Itbica,,  Salmon 
ereek,  Milton,  Aurora,  CayugW,  aod  Galen,  to 
Great  Sod  us, 
'  From  Ithica,  by  Ulysaes,  to  Ovid. 

From  Binghampton,  hj  Green  or  Lisle,  Oxford, 
Norwich,  Hamilton,  Paris,  and  New  Hartford,  to 
Utica. 

From  Oxfofd,  by  Unadilla,  Otaego,  Milford, 
Hartwicb,  Otsego  village  and  Bric^ew^er,  to 
Utica. 

From  Albany,  by  Duanesbttrg,  Dwilock,  Cher- 
ry Valley,  Otiego  village,  Barliogton,  Columbua, 
Sherburne.  Derayter,  Truxton,  and  Homer,  to 
Aurora. 

From  BurlingtoD,  by  New  Berlin,  Plymooth, 
Cmeinnatus,  and  Hdmer,  to  Ithica. 

From  Ot^go  village,  by  New  Lisbon,  Pittsfield, 
|Uid  ButteroMts,  to  Oxford. 

From  Cherry  valley,  by  Springfield,  Richfield, 
Plaiofield,  and  Bridgewater,  to  Sangerfield. 

From  Onondaga,  by  Selioa,  Liverpool,  Three 
Rivers  Point,  and  Ojwego  falU,  to  Oswego. 

From  Vernon,  by  Smithfidd  and  Cazeuovia, 
to  Pbmpey. 

From  Utica,  by  Whitestown,  Rome,  Camdeo, 
Adamsj  and  Saekeu's  Harbor,  lo  Brownsville. 

From  Utica.  by  Trenton,  Steuben,  Leydeo, 
Turiu,  Lowville,  Harriaburg,  Orbow,  Dekalb, 
Canton,  Ogdensburg,  Lisboti,  Hamilton,  Madrid, 
Pottsdam,  Chesterfield,  Maloae,  and  Chetauga,  to 
Plattsburg. 

From  Harriiburg,  by  Cbampiott)  Watertown, 
and  Brownsville,  to  Port  Putnam* 

From  Little  Falls,  by  Fairfield,  Newport,  and 
Russia,  to  Remsen. 

From  Peramus,  by  Tappan,  Clarkstown,  and 
Kakiat,  to  Havrestraw. 

From  Schenectady,  by  Ballstown.  Ballstown 
springs.  Saratoga  springs,  Qreenfield,and  Hadley, 
to  Broadalbin. 

From  Caughnawago,  by  Johnson  and  Mayfield, 
to  Northampton. 

FrODji  Lansingburg,  by  Shaghticoke,  Easton, 


Greenwich,  Argyle,  Hartford,  and  Whitehall t» 
Fairbaven,  Vermont, 

From  Sandy  bill,  by  Fort  Ann^  to  WhitehtH 

Froth  Lansingburg.  by  Cambridge,  Salem, He- 
oron,  Graavflle,  and  Hampton,  to  Ponltney,Ti 

From  Willsboro'  to  Charlotte^  Vt. 

Fk'om  Albany,  to  New  Lebanon. 

From  Hudson,  by  Claverac,  to  Emrnoat,  Mt 

fn  Ne^  /erwy.^From  Morrisville.  Pennsyl- 
vania^ by  Trenton,  Princeton,  New  Bmnswiek, 
Rahway,  Elizabeth  town,  and  Newark,  to  Jersey 
city. 

From  Philadelphia,  Pa.  by  CoopersfowD^QloQ' 
cester.  Woodbnrjr,  Sweed8boro',and  Woodstown, 
,to  Salem. 

From  Coopeistown,  hj  Long  Comiaf ,  Bloe 
Anchor,  Riverbridge,  and  Somer's  Point,  to  Ab- 
secome. 

From  Cooperstown,  by  Haddonfield,  Tiuntoa, 
and  Atsion,  to  Tackertown. 

From  Trenton,  by  Br>rdenton,  Mooat  Holiey, 
Black  Horse,  New  Egypt,  New  Mill*,  MoBOt 
Holy,  Morristown,  Haddonfield,  CoopetstowBt 
Gloncester,  Woodbury^  Mtfllicohtll,  Poletaren, 
D^rfield;  Brtdgetowo,  Millville,  Port  Elinbetk, 
Dennis,  and  Cape  May  C.  H.  to  Cape  Itlani 

Prom  Trenton  by  Pennington,  FlenMfM. 
Alexandria,  Belvidere,  Hope^  Johnson  biiig,tDi 
r^ ewtown,  to  Hamburg. 

From  Trenton,  by  AUentowo,  CraoberryjMio- 
month,  Shrewabary,  Middletown  Point,  Sfoi- 
wood^  New  Braoswick,  Somerville,  PlaekeBHi, 
New  Germanton,  New  Hampton,  Asbary,  im 
Pitteton,  to  Alexandria. 

From  N€^  Hope,  Pa.  bv  Somerville,  Bond- 
brook,  Newmarket,  Plainfield^  Seotoh  PfauBs  ttl 
Springfield,  to  Newark. 

From  Baston,  Pa*  by  fielvidere  and  EaovltM 
Mills,  to  Detotaburg,  Pa. 

From  Scotch  Plains^o  New  Providence. 

From  Rabway.  by  Woodbridge,  to  Amboy. 

From  Newark,  by  Chatham,  Morriatoim, Rock- 
away,  and  Sparta,  to  Newtown,  thence  bf  Hidi' 
etstowo,  Washington  Valley,  Chester  and  Mo- 
don,  to  Morristown.  « 

From  Morristown,  by  Baskenridgei  to  Some^ 
ville. 

From  Jersey  city,  by  Bergen.  Hackenstck,iBd 
Paramus,  to  New  Antrim. 

From  Bristol,  Pa.  to  Burlington. 

From  Bridgetown  to  Cedarville. 

In  Pennsylvania, — From  Wilmington,  D.  bf 
Chester,  Darby,  Philadelphia,  Frankfort,  and  ^ 
tol,  to  Morrisville. 

From  Philadelphia,  >y  Dowiwrtown,  Lancas- 
ter, Elizabethtown,  Middletown,  Harrisbarg,C^ 
lifile,  Shippensburg,  Chambersbar^,  M'Coood^ 
town,  Bedford,  Somerset,  Greensburg,  Pittsbo^ 
Cannoosburg,  and  Washington,  to  WestMiddfe* 
town. 

From  Taneytown,  Md.  by  Petersburg,  HuJO- 
ver,  York,  and  Columbia,  to  Lancaster. 

From  Brick  Meetinghouse,  Md.  by  tbe  Hisio$ 
un,  Unicom,  Black  horse,  Sorrel  horse,  Lancw- 
ter,  Leditz.  Ephrata,  Rteemstown,  AdamstMrn, 
Reading,  Cfootstown,  Allen  ttftrn,  BerhlebeiD,M»- 
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tOD,  Stroudsbur^,  an^  Middletowo,  Co  Milford, 
a)Da  tbeDoe  to  PituioD. 

From  Brick  Meetinghouse,  Md«  by  New  Loo- 
don,  Chatham,  Kenoeu's  square,  Marshaltown 
and  West  Chester,  to  Downinfftowo. 

From  WilmiogtoD,  D.  by  New  Garden,  Cbai- 
haqi,  Gap,  and  Strasburff,  to  Lancaster, 

From  Lancaster,  by  New  Holland,  Church- 
towo^  Morgantown,  Pughtown,  Pawlingsford, 
Norristown,  Montgomery,  Doylestown^  New 
Hope,  Newtown  and  Attieborou^h,  to. Bristol. 

From  Philadelphia,  by  Jenkintown,  Do  vies- 
towo,  Plumstead)  Bursontown,  Easton,  Hollers. 
Woods.  Wilkesbarre,  Pittston,  Putnam,  Brain- 
trem,  Wyalusing,  Standing  Stone,  Wy^oz^  and 
Sbeshequin,  to  Athens. 

From  Pittston,  by  Proridence  and  WiUiag- 
boro',  to  Bioghaouon,  New  York. 

FromPlumstead,  by  Erwinoa,  to  Alexandria, 
N.  J. 
From  Jenkintown  to  New  Hope. 
From  Philadelphia,  by  Germantown,  Chesnut 
Hill,  Whiteiparbh,  Montgomery  Square,  Cluaker* 
lown,  Bethlehem,  Kreidersville,  Lausanne,  and 
Nescopeck,  to  Berwick. 

From  Bethlehem  to  Nazareth. 
From  Philadelphia,  by  Germantown,  Spring- 
town.  Norristown^Trap,  R^ding^amburg,  Sun- 
bury,  Northumberland,  Milton^  Muneey,  and  Wii- 
liamsporL  to  Wellsborougb. 

From  Milton,  by  Washington  and  Jerseytown, 
to  Froetston. 

From  Harrisburg.  by  Halifax^  Suoburv,  Nor- 
thamberland,  Lewisnorg.  Mifflinburff  and  Aarons- 
burg,  to  Bellefont,  Milesburg,  Giearaeld,  and  Ve^ 
nango,  to  Mercer. 

From  Harrisburg,  by  Palmyra,  Lebanon,  and 
Womelsdorf,  to  Reading. 
From  Lebanon  to  Jonestown. 
FromHarrisbui^,  by  Clark's  Ferry,  Millerstown, 
Thompson  ton,  Mifflintown,  Lewistowo,  McVay- 
toWD.  Huntingdon,  Alexandria,  HoUidaysburg, 
Beauia,  Armagh,  Indiana,  through  Alexandria, 
to  Greensburff. 

Froai  MifflintoWB,  by  Waterford,  Concord,  to 
Fannetsburg. 

From  Manchester,  Md.  ]by  Hanover,  Abbots^ 
tovrn,  Berlin,  and  Sulphur  Springs,  to  Carlisle. 

From  Union,  Md.  by  Petersburg  and  Gettis* 
burg,  to  Chambersburg. 

From  Emettsburg,  Md.  by  Gettisburg,  Carliele, 
Gap,  Millerstowa.  Selin's  Grove^  Northumber- 
land, Daoville,  Bloomsburg,  Berwick,  Salem  and 
Hanover,  to  Wilkesbarre. 

From  Carlisle,  by  Wagoners'  Gap,  Landis- 
burg,  Hacketts,  Shower's  Mill,  and  Zimmernians, 
to  Douglass'  Mill. 

From  Hagerstown,  Md.  by  Gceepcastle,  Cham- 
>ersburg,  Strasburg,  Fannetsburg,  Bedford  fur- 
lace,  Shirleys,  Huntingdon,  Centre  furnace,  Bel- 
bnt,  Jersey  shore,  to  Williarasport. 
Prom  Belfont  to  )L.ewistowa. 
From  Gettysburg,  by  Fairfield  and  Greencastle, 
o  Mesaersburg. 

From  Cumberland^  Md.  by  Salisbury  and  Ber- 
io,  to  Somerset. 


From  Somerset,. by  Connelsville,  Uniop,  and 
New  Geneva,  to  Morgantown,  Va.  • 

From  Somerset,  by  Staystown,  to  Ebensburg:. 

From  Greensl^rg,  by  New  Alexandria,  to  Kit* 
taning. 

From  Greensburg,  by  Mount  Pleasant,  Robbs- 
towB,  Parkinson's  ferry,  and  Washington,  to  Bur- 
gettstown. 

From  Union,  by  Brownsville,  Washington, 
Waynesborongh,  and  Jefiersonville,  to  Union. 

From  Pittsburg,  by  Butler,  Mercer,  Franklin, 
Meadsville,  Crawford,  and  Le  Boeuf,  to  Erie. 

From  Erie  to  Litchfield,  O. 

From  Pittsburg,  by  Beav^town,  to  Greersburg, 

From  Beavertown  to  Greorgetown. 

From  Baltimore,  Md.  to  York. 

In  Michigan. — From  Fort  Miami,  by  Freneb- 
town,  to  Detroit. 

In  04io.— From  Point  Pleasant,  Va.  by  Galli'* 
polls,  Soiota  Salt  Wofks«Chilicothe,FrankUnton, 
Worthington,  Delaware,  Mount  Verpon,  Mans- 
field. Ripley,  and  Bron8on,-to  Huron. 

From  Marietta,  br  Belpre,  to  Wood  C.  H. 

From  Marietta,  by  Athens,  Chilicothe,  New 
Market,  Williamsburg,  Mil^'ord,  Columbia,  Cin- 
cinati,  to  Northbend. 

From  Wheeling,  Va.  bv  St.  Clairsville,  Morris- 
town,  Frankford,  Cambridge,  Zanesville,  Spring- 
field, New  Lancaster,  Chilicotha,  and  Browna' 
Cross  Roads,  to  Mavsville,  K. 

From  Cincinnati,  oyCrossby.  Hamilton, Frank- 
lin, Dayton,  Staunton.  Troy,  Pique  Town^  Spring- 
field, Ludlow,  Xenia,  Wayneaville,  Lebanan,  and 
Montgomery,  to  Cincinnati. 

From  Chilicothe^  by  Pepee,  to  Alexandria. 

From  Zanesville,  by  GnadeniHitten  and  New 
Philadelphia,  to  Canton. 

From  Marietta,  bf  Waterford,  Zanesville,  New- 
ark, Greenville,  Worthington,  to  Urbana. 

From  Troy  to  Greenville, 

From  Brook  C.  H.  Va.  to  Steubeaville,  and 
Faucetutown,  to  New  Lisbon. 

F|om  GreersbuiY,  or  Beavertown,  Pa.  by  New 
Lisbon,  Deerfield,  Ravenna,  Hudson,  Cleveland, 
Huron,  Perkins,  Pateraoo,  and  Sandusky,  to  Fort- 
Miami.  . 

From  Greersbarpp,  Pa.  by  Poland,  Youn^town, 
and  Warren,  to  Jefiersoo,  and  return  by  WilUama- 
field,  Smithfield,  and  Brookfield.  to  Warren. 

From  Litchfield,  bv  Ralpliville,  Jefferson,  atid 
Austinrille,  to  Cleveland. 

From  Youngstown  to  Caafieid. 

/a  /ncfiofitz.— From  Louisville,  K.  by  Jefier- 
sonville, Clarksville,  Corydon,  and  Viacennes,  to 
the  United  States'  Saline. 

From  Northbend,  O.  by  Laurenceburg,  to  Port 
William,  K. 

In  IUinoi8,^Ftom  Vinc^anes.  In.  T.  by  Kaa- 
kaskia.  Prairies  du  Rochers,  and  Cahokia,  to  St. 
Louis. 

From  Smithland,  K.  by  Fort  Massac  and  Ty- 
>  wappeiy,  to  Cape  Girardeau,  L.  T. 

m  Lauisiami. — From  St.  Genevieve,  by  Mine 
au  Burton,  and  St.  Louis,  to  St.  CfaArlei. 

From  Kaskaskia,  1.  T.  by  Genevieve  and  Cape 
I  Girardeau,  to  New  Madrid. 
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At  Velavfare.^From  Blklon,  Md.  by  Cbr wii- 
9Da  and  Newport,  to  Wilmington. 

From  WiJmin^toDf  by  New  Castle,  ^t.  Geor- 
ges, Cancwell's  Bridge,  Smyrna,  Dover,  C^imden, 
Prederica,  Milford,  Georgetown,  and  Dagsbo- 
rough;  to  JPoplartown,  Md. 

From  Cantweli's  Bridge^  by  Middtetown,  to 
Warwick,  Md. 
From  Frederica  to  Whiteleysbqrg. 

From  Salisbary,  Md.  by  Laurel,  Coacord  and 
Georgetown,  to  Lewistown. 

From  New  Market,  Md.  by  Northwest  Pork 
Bridge  and  Bridge  Branch^o  Georgetown. 

7ft  A/arytend.— Prom  Washineton  City,  by 
Bladensburg,  Baltimore,  Harford,  Havre  de  Grace, 
and  Northeast,  to  Elkton. 

From  Washington  City,  by  Upper  Marlboro', 
dueen  Ann,  Annapolis,  Hadda  ways,Bt.  Michaels, 
Easton,  Cambridge,  Vienna,  Salisbury,  SnowhiH, 
Princess  Ann,  White  Haven,  and  Q,uaniico,  to 
Vienna. 

From  Poplartown,  by  Snowhill,  to  Horn^own. 

From  Sali«(bury  to  Ciliantico. 

From  Cambridge  to  New  Market. 

From  Easton,  by  Cenireville,  Churcbhill,  Ches- 
terto wn,  Georgetown  Cross  Roads,  and  Sassafras, 
to  Warwick. 

Frotn  Georgetown  Cross  Roads,  by  the  head  of 
Chester,  Sudler's  Cross  Roads,  Beaver  Dam,  and 
Nine  Bridges,  te  Greensborough. 

Prom  Easton,  by  Hillsborough,  ]>eDton,  ai)d 
Greensborough,  to-Whiteley»burg,  D. 

From  Blkton  to  Brick  Meeting  House. 

Prom  Baltimore  to  Annapolis. 

From  Harford  to  Belle  Air. 

Prom  Baltimore,  by  Rockhall^toCh^stertown. 

From  Bakimore,  by  Reisterstown,  to  Manches- 
ter. 

From  Reisterstown,  by  Wealmioster,  to  Union 
mills. 

From  Baltimore,  by  Elticott's  Lower  Mills, 
Poplartown,  New  Market,  Predericktown,  and 
Newtown,  to  Harper^s  Ferry. 

From  Baltimore,  by  Q^ueenstown,  to  Centre: 
rille. 

From  Washington  City,  by  Georgetown,  Mont- 
gomery C.  H.  Clarksburg,  Prederrcktown,  Mid* 
dietown,  Hagerstown,  Hancock,  Berkeley  springs, 
Oldtown,  to  Cumberland,  and  thence  by  the  Na- 
tional Road,  to  Union,  Pa. 

From  Washington  City,  by  Brook ville  and 
Triadelphia,  to  Ellicot^'s  Mills. 

Prom  Predericktown  to  Liberty. 

Prom  Frekerickiown,  by  Woodsborough,  to 
Taney  town. 

From  Predericktown,  by  Creagerstown,  toBm- 
inetsburg.  - 

Prom  Shepherdstown,  Va.  by  Sharpsborg  and 
Williamsport,  to  Hagerstown. 

Prom  tipper  Marlborough,  by  Nottingham, 
Aquasco,  Benedict,  and  Charlotte  Hall,  to  Chap- 
tico. 

From  Ctueen  Ann,  by  Pig  Point,  TfaCcy*s 
Landing,  Lower  Marlborough,  Huntington,  and 
Calvert,  C.  H.  to  St.  Leonards. 

From  Washington  City,  by  Piacataway,  Port 


Tobacco,  Allenfresh,  Newport,  Chaptico.  Leoa- 
ardtown,  Great  Mill,  and  St.  Inigoes,  to  Ridgr. 
Prom  Port  Tobacco,  by  Tophil',  to  Nanjemof. 
From  Leesburg,  Va.  by  Charlesburg,  to  Meat- 
gomery  C.  H. 

From  Predericktown  to  Leesburg. 
Prom  Newtown  Trap,  by  Berlin,  Thrash«*i 
Store,  and  Hamihon*s  Mill,  to  Walerford  id  Vl 

/h  Firg^nta.-^From  Washincton  City,  by  Al- 
exandria. Dumfries,  Stafford  C.  H.  Falmuotii, 
Fredericksburg.  Bowling  Green,  White  Ghior 
nies,  Hanover  C.  H.  Richmond,  Peiervborg,Hah 
t\s\  and  Brunswick,  to  Warrenion,  N.  C. 

From  Washington  City,  by  Prospect,  Lanes- 
ville, Leesburg,  Waterford,  HilUboroagh,Cbirl«- 
town,  Shepherdstown,  and  Marttosburg,  to  Berke 
jey  Springs. 

Prom  Waterford,  by  Bradcn's  Store.  Janneys, 
and  Snicker's  Ghp,  to  Upperville. 
.  From  Washington  City,  by  Fairfax  C.H.Go- 
shen, Middleburg,  Paris,  Winchester.  Roinoej, 
Western  port.  Maryland,  Grand  ys  ville,  Clarbbai( 
and  Marshesj  to  Marietta.  Ohio. 

Fcom  Gandysville,  to  Morffantpwn. 

Prom  Clarksburg  to  Beverly. 

Prom  PendJeion  C.  H.  by  MoorfieW,  Boo- 
ney,  Springfield,  and  Frankfort,  to  Cresapstegi 
Maryland. 

From  WilliamFgort,  Maryland,  by  Miriiflfr 
burg,  Winchester,  otevehsburg,  Newtown, Sim- 
burg,  Woodstock,  New  Market,  and Harrisoobv|, 
lo  Siaunfon. 

From  Harner's  Perry,  by  CharlestownaDdBO- 
tletown,  to  Winchester. 

Prom  Fairfax  C.  H.  by  Centreville,  BtjmU' 
ket,  Warrenton,  Madison,  C.  H.  StannarcbriWe, 
Staunton,  Middlebrook,  Brownsbnrg,  Lexio^i 
Natural  Bridge,  Pattonsburg^  Pinca^tle,  A«*ie«* 
dam,  Salem,  Airmont,  CbristiansburgaodEnos* 
ham,  to  Abingdon, 

Prom  Alexandria  to  Fairfax  C.  H. 
Prom  New  York  toLovingston  inNelsoocooBlf 

From  Colchester  to  Ocpu<iuan. 

From  Fredericksburg,  by  Elk  Rap  Chwcfc 
and  Warren tou,  to  Gibsons  and  Oak  hill. 

Prom  Fredericksburg,  by  Qerroana»  Sierefli- 
burg,  Culpepper  C.  H.  Jeffersooton,  Washiagioi, 
and  Front  Royal,  ta  Winchester. 

Prom  Culpepper  C.  H.  by  Woodville,  F.T. 
Vjllage,  Pass  Mills,  Thornton's  Gap,Muodeli» 
store,  at>d  Hawksbill  Mills,  lo  New  Market. 

Prom  Prederickbburg,  by  Orange  C.  fl  W 
dons,  Milton,  Charlottesville-,  NewGUsigo«,tt 
Lynchburg. 

From  Lovingston,  by  Warren,  to  Wartnio^- 

From  Fredericksburff,  by  Thornsbdrg.  Chiw- 
burg,  Oxford,  Crewsvillc  and  Price's  MiU^  » 
Goochland  C.  H.  „ 

Prom  Fredericksburg,  by  SpottsylvaniaC.* 
Lewis's,  Potties,  Bibb's  store,  Louisa  C.  H.J'*: 
cey  ville,  atid  Mitchell's  store  toGoocWaodt-H. 

From  Fredericksburg,  by  King  0«>'ef^'. 
Broadfield,  Mattoxbridge,   Leed^rtown,  TefflP^ 
man's  Cross  Roads,  Richmond  C.  H.  M-'noi  AoTi 
Farnham,  Kinsale,  Northumberland  C  n.  w" 
Lancaster  C.  H.  to  Kilmarnock. 
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Prom  Fredericksburg,  by  Port  Royal,  Laytonx, 
TsppahRnDock,  UrbaDoa,  and  Qloacester  C.  H. 
toYorktown. 

From  Bowling  Qreen,  by  Broaddu^'s  Mithi, 
Dankirk,  Watkerton.  King  and  dueen  C.  H.  and 
Gtoucesifr  C.  H.  to  Matthews  C.  H. 

From  Dunkirk,  hv  Ayleti^s  Warehouse,  King 
William  C.  H.  to  Lilly  Point. 

From  Richmond,  by  Goorliland  C.  H.  Coloni- 
bia,  Miltbn,  CharloiiRvijIe,  New  York,  Waynes- 
burg,  Btaontun,  Warm  Sprinfl:^,  Callaghaus  qr 
Browns,  Sulphur  Sprin^^,  Lewisburg,  Kenhaway, 
C.  H.  and  Hudsun^  to  Point  Pleasant. 

From  HQd8on5,  by  Wa^.ds  and  Jourdans,  to 
Cattlesborg,  fit  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy. 

From  CallagbanS)  by  Sweet  Springs  and  Union^ 
to  GiJes*  C.  H. 

From  Evanshara,  by  Jetfersonville  and  Frank- 
lin, to  Jonesville. 

From  Bvansham.by  Austin ville,  to  Greenville. 

From  RichmotHl,  by  Powhatan  C.  H.  Cum- 
berland C,  H.  Floods,  Lynchburg,  Beauforts, 
Hourytown,  and  Fincasile,  to  Sweet  Springs. 

From  Liberty,  hy  Brown's  store,  Rocky  Mount, 
Henry  C.  H.  to  Hairick  C.  H. 

From  Powhatan  C.  H.  by  Cartersville,  New 
Clinton,  Buckingham  C,  H.  and  Bent  Creek,  to 
Lynchburg. 

From  Powhatan  C.  H.  by  Farmville,  Prince 
Bdward  C.  H.  Charlotte  C.  H.  Marysville,  Hal- 
ifax C.  H.  Peytonsburg  and  Pittsylvania  C.  H. 
to  Henry  C.  H.  and  from  Peytonsburg,  to  Dan- 
ville. 

From  Prince  Edward  C.  H.  by  Kelsons  store, 
to  Hunters. 

From  PitUvlrania  C.  H.  by  Danville,  to  Cas- 
well C.  H.  in  North  Carolina. 

From  Lynchburg,  by  Bethel,  Pedlar  Mills,  and 
Wincanion,  to  Lexington. 

From  Lynchburg,  by  Campbell  C.  H.  Ward's 
Ferry,  on  Staunton  river,  and  Stone's  store,  to 
Pittsylvania  C.  H. 

Prom  Richmond,  by  Chesterfield  C.  H.  Spring 
Hill,  Colesvitle,  Jenitoe  Bridge,  Cassel's  store, 
Amelia  C.  H.  Painesvilie  and  Jamestown,  to 
Farmville. 

From  Charlotte  CH.  by  Rough  Creek  Church, 
and  Reed's  store,  on  Fallen  river,  to  Campbell 
C.H. 

'    From  Richmond,  by  Hanovertown.  DnnJtirk, 
and  Tappnhannock.  to  Richmond  C»  H. 

From  Richmond!  by  Frazeis,  New  Kent  C.H. 
Williamsburg,  Yorktown,  ^ampton,  Norfolk  and 
Great  Brid^ie,  to  Northwest  River  Bridge. 

From  Richmond,  by-  Granville,  to  Charles 
City  C.  H. 

From  Petersburg,  by  Dinwiddie,'  C.  H^  Not- 
tawav  C.  H.  Henderson  ville,  Hungryiown,  Dou- 
ble Bridge,  H»leys.  Willi»»s,  Bibb's  Ferry,  and 
dcoitsburfl:,  to  HaliftfX  C.  H. 

From  Petersburg,  by  Prince  George,  Cabin 
Point,  Surrey  C.  H.  SmithSetd,  Bverili's  Bridge, 
Suflblkf  and  Portsmouth,  to  Norfolk. 

The  mail  may  be  sent  from  Smrih field,  by 
Sleepy  Hole  Ferry,  and  thence  to  Suffolk,  wheu 
the  road  and  ferry  are  in  oonrenient  repair. 


From  Petersburg  to  Ciiy  Point. 

From  Peier.sburg,  by  Sussex  C.  H.  Jerusalem 
and  South  Ctuay,  to  Murfreesboro',  North  Caro- 
lina. 

From  Hicks's  Ford,  by  Smith's  store,  to  Mur- 
freesboro'. 

From  Harrisville,  by  Field's  Mill,  duarlesville, 
M'Farlands,  Luneiihurg  C.  H.  Chri»tiansville, 
Marshallsville,  Mecklenburg  C.  H.  St.  Tamma- 
ny's and  Gee's  Bridge,  to  Harrisville. 

From  Percivalls,  by  Westward  Mill,  Mason's, 
Belfield,  and  Hicks's  ford,  to  Halifax,  North  Car- 
olina. 

From  Hitks's  ford,  by  Cross  Keys,  Bethlehem, 
and  Jeru5!alem,  to  Suffolk. 

From  Billips's  to  Hicks's  ford. 

From  Wcbt  Middletown,  Pennsylvania,  hj 
Bro'»k  C.  H.  and  Short  Creek,  to  Wheeling. 

From  Horn  town,  by  Accomac  C.  H.  and 
Northampton  C.  H.  to  Norlolk^ 

From  West  Liberty,  by  Short  Creek,  to  War- 
renton.  0. 

In  Kentucky. — From  Maysville,  by  Washing- 
ton, Millen»burg,  P^ris,  Lexington,  Frankfort, 
Springfield,  Greenshurg,  Glasgow,  and  Bowling 
Green,  to  Russelsville. 

From  Cailettsburg,  by  Greenup  C.  H.,  John- 
son's Mills,  Vanceborg,  Salt  Works,  Lewis  C. 
H.  and  Flemingsburff,  to  MJllersburg,  thence  by 
Mount  Sterling,  and  the  Olympian  Springs,  to 
Cailettsburg. 

From  Cumberland  Gap,  by  Barboursville,  Road 
Forks,  Ci^sb  Orchard,  Stanford,  Danville,  Har- 
rodsburg,  Frankfort,  and  New  Castle,  to  Port 
William. 

From  Roadforks  to  Clay  C.  H. 

From  Washington^  by  Augusta  and  Newport, 
to  Boon  C.  H. 

From  Lexington,  by  Nicholasville,  Richmond 
and  Lancaster,  to  Danville. 

From  Frankfort,  by  Georgetown,  Cynthiana, 
Falmouth,  and  Newport,  to  Cincinnati,  O. 

From  Frankfort,  by  Shelbyville,  Louisville, 
Shepperd^ville,Bairdstown,  Springfield,  and  Dan- 
ville, to  Casey  C.  H. 

From  Frankfort,  by  Middletown,  Bairdstown, 
Bealsburg,  Elizabethtown,  Grangerville,  Hard* 
enburg,  Hartford,  and  MuhlenburgC.  H.  to  Rus- 
selsville. 

From  Hardeoburg,  br  Yellow  Banks,  Heo- 
dersonton,  United  States'  Saline,  In.  T.  to  Shaw- 
nee Town.  II.  T.  and  to  Livingston  C.  H. 

From  Russellsvile,  by  Christian  C.  H.  Eddy- 
ville,  and  Livingston  C.  H.  to  Smitbland. 

From  Stanford,  by  Pulaski  C.  H.  Wayne  C.  H. 
CuiDberland,  and  Adair,  to  Greenshurg. 

From  Lexington,  by  Winchester  and  Mount 
Sterling,  to  Estill.  C.  H. 

From  Muhlenburg  C.  H.  Hopkins  C,  H.  bf 
HMrpsbure.  to  Hender^  ^n. 

In  North  Carolina.  —  From  Warrenton,  by 
Louisburg,  Raleiffb,  Averyshoro',  Fayetteville, 
Lumberton,  and  Nolands,  to  Barnffelds,  S.  C. 

From  Suffolk,  Va.  by  Gates  C.  H.  Edentoo, 
Lee's  Milln,  Plymouth,  Washington,  NewberUi 
Swansboro',  ana  Wdmiogton,  to  Smith  ville. 
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From  Heory  C.  H.  Va.  to  GermaDtoD. 

From  QreeD^ville,  Va.  by  Scull  Camp,  Mount 
Airy,  and  Bethania,  to  Saieii). 

From  Warrenton,  by  Williamsboro',  Oxford. 
Persoa  C.  H.  Le«sburff,  Caswell  C.  H*  Lenox 
Castle,  Rockingham  C.  H.  and  Germanton,  to 
Salem. 

From  Oxford  to  Hillsboro'. 

From  Raleigh,  hy  Nutthall's  stor«,  to  Oxford.. 

From  Raleigh,  by  Chapel  Hill,  aitlsboro', 
Allemance,  Greensboro'*  Salem,Hunis?ill€,  Hous- 
tonville,  StatesFille,  Island  Ford,  Morgan  town, 
and  Ashville,  to  the  Warm  Springs,  and  from 
\^sbTille  to  Haywood  C.  H. 

From  ftillsboro,'  by  Mount  Tirzah,  Person  C. 
H.  Williamsville,  and  the  Red  Hou»e,,to  Halifax 
C.  H.  Va, 

From  Huntsville,  by  Rockford,  HamptonFille, 
and  Wilkesboro',  to  Ash  C.  H. 

From  Salem,  by  Lexington,  Salisbury,  ao^ 
Concord,  to  Charlotte. 

From  Charlotte  to  Statesvilie. 

From  Raleigh,  by  Pituboro*,  Randolph C  H.. 
Salisbury,  Beattysford,  Grahams,  jLincolnton,and^ 
Rutherfordton,  to  Spartansburg,  S.  C. 
.  From  Fayette?ille,  bv  Moore  C.  H.  Waddels 
ferrv,  Tyson's  store,  Linly's  store,  and  Hillsbojo', 
by  Jones's  ferry,  to  Piitsboro*^  and  tiience  by  Hay- 
wood, to  Fayettevilie. 

From  Fayettevilie,  by  Rockingham,  Wadas- 
boro',  Springrille,  and  Trndallsville,  to  Salisbury. 

From  Fayeue^ille,  by  I^aorel  Hill,  to  Win- 
fieldsville,  S.  C. 

From  Warrenton,  by  J6nes's  store,  Halifax, 
Northampton  C.  H.  Murfreeaborough,  Winton, 
Coleraine,  Windaor,  Bdentqn,  Hariford,  Nixon- 
ton,  Elizabeth,  Camden  C.  H.  [ndiantown.  Curri- 
tuck C.  H.  and  Tull's  Creek,  to  Worth  West 
Bridge,  Va. 

From  Elizabeth  to  New  Lebanon. 

From  Warrenton,  by  Ransom's  Bridge^Sill's 
store,  Nash  C.  H.  Tarborough,  Greenirille,  Wash- 
ington, Bath,  Woodstock,  and  Qermanton,  to 
Lake  Landing,  on  Mattamuskeet. 

From  Halifax,,  by  Enfield,  Mount  Prospect,  (o 
Tarborough. 

From  Raleigh  to  Na«h  Q.  H. 

From  Hallux,  by  Scotland  N^ok,  Hamilton^ 
Williamston,  Jamestown,  Plymouth,  and  Wash- 
ington C.  H.  to  Scuppernong. 

From  Raleigh,  by  Smithfield,  Wayncisboro', 
KingstQii,  and  Newbern,  to  Beaufort.- 

From  Kinston  to  Snowhill. 

From  Fayettevilie,  by  Sampson  C.  H.  DupUn 
C.  H.  and  South  Washington,  to  Wilmington. 

From  Fayettevilie,  by  SUizabethiown,  to  Wil- 
mington. 

From  ElizabethtowB  to  Marsh  Castle. 

In  Tennessee. — From  Abingdon,  Va.  by  BlouDt3- 
Tillej  Rossville,  Rogersville,  Whitesid^s,  Bean's 
Station,  Rutledge,  KLnoxville,  Campbell,  Mere- 
dith, Kingston,  Hartleys,  Alexanderjs,  White 
Plains,  Carthage,  Dixon's  Springs,  Cairo,  Galla- 
tin, Hendersonville,  Nashville,  Franklin,  and  Co- 
lumbia, to  the  Big  Spring. 

From  Biountsviile,  by  Jope sborough^  Green- 


ville, Cheek's  Cross  Roads,  and.  Paodridge,  to 
Kooxville. 

From  Jonesborou^h,  by  ElizabethtowiLtoAslie 
C.  H.,  N.  C. 

From  the  Warm  Springs,  N.  C.  by  Newport, 
Seviervillp,  Knoxville,  Clinton, and  Cbitwoodto 
Pulaski,  K. 

l^rom  Newport,  by  Cheek's  Cross  Roads, Ben^ 
Station,  Tazewell,  and  Powell's  Valley,  to  Cm- 
befland  Gap.  ^ 

From  Enoxville,  by  Marysville,  Telico,  Amoj 
River,  Vaf^stown,  Turkey  town,  near  the  JQQCti« 
of  Koose  and  Talipoose  river,  being  the  betdof 
Alabaiut  river,  to  Fort  Stoddert,  on  the  Mobile 
river,  M.  1*. 

From, Carthage  to  Lebanon. 

From  Carthage  to  Fort  Blount. 

Frq«ii  Nashville,  by  Chariot^,  Htekmaii  C. 
H.  and  Humphreys  O.H.  to  Charlotte. 

From  NaaixvUle,  by  Springfield,  to  Rwel- 
ville,  K. 

From  Springfield,  by  Port  Royal,  Cfarbrilk, 
and  Palmyra,  to  Stewart  C.  H.  and  from  theue 
to  Eddyville,  in  th,e  State  of  Kentucky. 

From  Kingston,  by  Rhea  C.  H.  Bledsoe  C.E 
Warren,  find  Jefferson,  to  Nashville. 

From  Wayne  C.  H.  Kentucky,  by  OTcrioflC. 
H.  and  White  Plains,  to  Whhe  C.  H. 

From  Columbia,  by -Shelby  ville,  Wioeboter, 
FayetteviUe,  HuatsviUe,  M-  T.  andPalaiiUjU 
Calumbia. 

Prom  Bledsde  C.  H.  to  Franklin  C.  I^. 

h  South  OorroZino.— Prom  BarefieWs,  by  Pott's 
ferry^  Cjiioa  Grove,  Oeorgei«>wn,  CJitrloioB, 
Jackson boro',  Pocotaligo,  and  CoosawUtcbie,  to 
S&vannab,  Ga./  ' 

From  Greenville,  by  Pickensville,  Peo^kioi 
C.  H.  and  Hatteos^ord,  to  Carnesville,  Ot. 

From  Winfieldsville  by  Cheraw  C.  H.Cmi- 
den,  Columbia,  Edgefield  C.  H.  and  CiM' 
town,  CO  Augusta  G^. 

From  Barefields,  by  Marion  C.  H.  liobwol 
Bithf^sville,  and  Harpersville,  to  Bareields. 

From  Port's  Ferry,  to  Conivayboroagli. 

From  Wadesborough,  W.  C.  by  SneedJbofWi 
Chatham,  Cheraw  C.  H.  and  Darlington  Cn. 
to  Port's  Ferry,  on  Lynoh  Creek. 

From  Charleston,  bv  Monk'^  Corner,  hi»» 
ville,  Statesburg,  Camden,  Chestnut  Perry,  P» 
store,  Rocky  Nlount,  Lai^aford  and  Ale^^ 
to  Charlotte,  to  return  by  Cairo  and  LaDctHeri 
to  Camden. 

From  Columbia,  by  Miersville,  Siaiesbo* 
iSumpterville,  Saleip>  Kingstree,  IndiaaiowD,  M^ 
Willtown,  to  China  Qrove. 

From  Columbia,  by  Winnsborougk,  Chcsw 
C.  H.  Vork  C.  H.  PinckneyVille,  Unioo,  Mciw 
ville,  and  Spartanburg,  to  Greenville. 

From  Columbia,  by  Moaticello,  Hendewo^ 
O'Neals,  the^  Keys,  Cross  Anchor,  and  ShacW- 
fords,  to  Greenville,  return  by  Stonesville,Toiwr 
store,  Scuflletowh,  Huntington,  Poplar  GfO'^ 
and  Springhill,  to  Columbia. 

From  Charleston,  by  Dorchester,  St.  Cfeorfff, 
Orangeburgh,  Coluriibia,  Newbury  C.  H.  Bdm 
Laurens  CT  H.  Fork  Shoal,  Greeoriil^j  Rp^ 
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Tille  and  GlaytoDsriUe,  to  Ashvitle,  N.  C.  to  re- 
turn ,by  Murraysville,  to  Greenville* 

From  Greenville,  return  bv  Tumbling  Shoal 
and  Laurens  C.  H.  to  Columbia. 

From  EldgefieLd,  C.  H.  bv  Ricbardsools,  Cam- 
bridge, Abbeville,  and  Roclty  River,  to  Pendle- 
ton C.  H. 

From  Edgefield  C.  H.  by  Long  Miers,  Will- 
Ingtoii,  Vienna,  and  Andexsonville.  to  Pendleton 
C.H. 

From  Jaoksonboro',  by  Barnwell,  C.  H.  and 
Campbelhown,  to  Augusta,  Ga. 

From  Pocotaligo  to  Beaufort. 

From  Charlotte,  N.  C.  to  York  O.  H. 

From  Petersburg,  Ga.  to  Vienna. 

In  Georgia,— From  Savannah,  by  Bryan  C. 
H.  Darien,  and  Brunswick,  to  St.  Mary's. 

From  Augusta,  by  Lincotntooi,  Petersburg,  and 
Elberton,  to  Franklin  C.  H. 

From  Augusta,  by  Columbia  C.  H.  Washing- 
ton, Lexington,  Athens,  Walkinsville,  and  Claiks- 
bord',  to  Jefferson. 

From  Augusta,  by  Columbia  C.  H.  Warreo- 
ton,  Sparta,  MiUedgeville,  and  Jones  C.  H.  to 
Hawkins,  on  the  Oakmulgee  river,  and  from 
t(ience  to  Coweta. 

From  MiUed^eville,  by  Putnam  C.  H.  Morgan 
C.  H.  and  Walkinsville,  to  Athens. 

From  Darien,  by  Jones's,  to  Milledgeviile. 

From  Morgan  C.  H.  to  Randolph  C.  H. 

From  Milledgeviile  to  Saupdersville. 

From  Augusta,  by  Waynesboro',  Louisville,' 
Georgetown,  Warrenton,  Fowelton  ^nd  Greens- 
boro', to  Waahington. 

From  Augusta,  by  Jacksonboro',  to  Savannah. 

From  Riceboro^  to  Sunbury. 

In  Mi§sissippi,-^From  the  Big  Spring,  by^ 
Bear  Creek,  MUntoshville,  Walnut  Hill,  St.  Al- 
bans, Grindstone  Ford,  Port  Gibson,  Greenville, 
Washington,  Natchez,  Ellis'  ferry,  and  Loftus 
Heights,  to  PinckneyyiUe. 

From  M'Idtoshville,  or  White  Oak  Creek,  by. 
Port  St.  Stephens,  to  Fort  Stoddert. 

From  Coweta,  by  Tuokabachy,  Tensaw,  and 
Fort  Stoddert,  to  Pascagoola  River. 

In  Orleans  Territort/. — From  Piockneyvilie, 
by  Baton  Rouge,  Abbeville,  La  Foiiche,  or  Hou- 
inas,  St.  Charles,  (o  Balize. 

From  La  Fourche,  by  Point  Coupee,  Opeloosa, 
and  Rapid,  to  Natchitoches. 

From  Pascagoola  river  to  New  Orleans. 

Seo.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  all  post  roads 
heretofore  established  by  any  act  of  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  shall  be  and  the  same  are 
hereby  discontinued:  Provided,  That  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  b^  construed  soas  to  affect 
any  existing  cpntracts. 

Approved,  April  2$,  1810. 

An  Act  to  extend  the  time  for  locating  Virginia  mili- 
tary land  warrants,  and  for  returning  the  surveys 
thereon  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Department  of  War. 

Be  U  enactedt  fc.  That  I  he  officera  and  sol« 
diers  of  the  Virginia  line  on  oontioeotal  ettab^ 


lishment,  their  heirs  or  assigns,  entitled  to  bounty 
lands  within  the  tract  reserved  by  Virginia,  be« 
tween  the  Little  Miami  and  Sciota  rivers,  for 
satisfying  the  legal  bounties  to  her  officers  and 
soldiers  upon  continental  establishment,  shall  be 
allpwed  a  further  term  of  five  years,  from  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  to  obtain  warrants 
and  complete  their  locations,  and  a  further  term 
of  seven  years,  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  8^3  aforesaid,  to  return  their  surveys  and  war- 
rants, or  certified  copies  of  warrants,  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  War  Department,  anything  in  any 
former  act  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding: 
Provided,  That  no  locations  as  aforesaid,  withm 
the  above-mentioned  tra«t,  shall,  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  be  made  on  tiracts  pf  land  for  which 
patents  had  previously  Jieea  issued,  or  which  Jiad 
been  previously  surveyed ;  and  any  paten^  Which 
may  nevertheless  be  obtained  for  land  located 
contrary  to  the  provision^  of  thia  section,  shall 
be  consl(]ered  as  null  and  void. 
Approved,  March  16, 1810. 


An  Act  concerning  Invalid  Pensioners. 

Be  it  enacted,  fc,^  That  the  Secretary  of  War 
be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to  place  the  follow- 
ing named  persons,  whose  names  have  been 
transmitted  to  Congress,  pursuant  to  a  law  passed 
the  tenth  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  six,  on  the  pension  list  of  invalid  pensioners 
of  the  United  States,  according  to  the  rates,  and 
to  commence  at  the  times  herein  mentioned,  that 
is  to  say : 

Gideon  Griggs,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth 
day  of  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
nine. 

SUijah  Brainard,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  sixth  day  of  Novem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Benjamin  Cotton,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  p^r  month,  to  commence  on  the  thir- 
tieth day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

William  ^mart,  at  the  rate  of  five  dolkr^  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  second  day  of  Feb- 
ruary, eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

John  Union,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  .to  commence  on  the  sixth  day 
of  Deceqaher,  eighteen  hundred  and  eiffht. 

Edward  Grant,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-third  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nme* 

Peleg  Smith,  at  the  rate  of  three  dolors  and' 
thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  tenth  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nine. 

Nathaniel  Ladd,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,, to  commence  on  the  twenty- 
eighth  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nine. 

John  Reed,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per  mopth, 
to  commence  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  October 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Joseph  Slack,  at  Che  rate  of  two  dollars  atd 
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tbirty-thj-^e  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to 
commence  on  (he  seventeenth  day  of  October^ 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Samuel  Sterna,  at  the  rate  of  \wo  dollars  and 
fifty,  cents  per  month^  to  commence  on  the  twen- 
tieth day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  eight. 

Ertos  Petett,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth  day' of  June^ 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Jonathan  Perkins,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day  of  May, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nin^. 

Tuney  Twiney,at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  c6mmence  on 
the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  eighteeii  hundred 
and  eight. 

James  Wayland,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  atid 
thirty  three  apd  one-third  cents  per  mooth^  to 
commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  of  January, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

David  Hurd,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  twenty-third  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  ei^hi.     . 

Squire  Boon,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  ninth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, eifi^hteen  hundred  and  niiie. 

Henry  Shaw,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
Cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  seven- 
teenth day  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

duiniin  Moore,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar,  and 
sixty-six  and  two-third  cents  {i^r  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  August^  eight- 
een hundred  ami  nine. 

Robert  Baird.  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  per 
month^^to  commence  on  the  sixth  xlay  of  May, 
eighteed  hundred  and  nine. 

George  TenneU,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fifth 
day  of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  eight. 

£dward  Lloyd,  at  the  rate  of  thirteen  dollars 
and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  twenty-first  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

John  McChesney,  at  the  rate  of  thre^  dollars 
thirty-threie  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twentieth  day  of  February, 
eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

Benjamin  Strother,  at  tbe  rate  of  three  dollars 
and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  fifth  day  of  October,  eighteen 
liundred  and  nine, 

Qeorge  Cress,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sev- 
enth day  of  August,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

James  Howai^,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  third 
day  of  July,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Newman  Landman,  at  the  rate  of  three  doHars 
and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  month, 
to  commence  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  June, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

John  Powell,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and 
thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  mdnth;  ,to 
commence  on  the  twentieth  of  November^  eight- 
een hundred  and  nine. 


Qeorsre  Benedict,  at  the  rate  of  tbr^e  dolUn 
and  thirty-three  and  one-third  cents  per  inofiih, 
to  commence  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  No- 
vember^  eiffhieeo  Uitudred  and  nine. 

Philip  Philips,  at  the  rate  of  two  dolltrs  nd 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  thetwtity- 
ninth  day  of  November,  eighteen  (laodred  aid 
nine. 

Peter  Conyne,  at  the  rate  of  eight  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twentv-eigfaib  dij 
of  November,  eigliteen  buniTred  and  aiDp. 

James  Buxton, lit  the  rate  of  four  dollars  pa 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twen ty  second  day  rf 
December,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

.  John  Crookf  hanks,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollin 
and  fifty  cents  per  mooth^  to  commence  ODike 
twentieth  day  of  Decemt^er,  eighteen  haodred 
$nd  nine. 

John  Gilbert,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  aid 
fifty  cerits  per  month,  to  commence  on  thesceoid 
day  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and  eight 

Simeon  iGlibbs,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars lad 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  un  ibetvn- 
ty-eiglub  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  aai 
eight. 

James  Berry,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  afid siitf* 
six  and  two-thrrd  cents  per  month,  tocomisfBce 
on  the  ninth  day  of  September,  eighteen  hosdred 
and  nine. 

James  Warson,  at  the  rate  of  three  dollarsiBd 
thirty-threeapdone-thirdcent<  per  month, to cflo- 
mence  on  the  twenty-second  day  of  Septeabff, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Joseph  Shayler,  at  the  rate  of  tweftty  ddhri 
per  month,  to  commence  op  the  twelfthdayw 
FVebruary,  eighteen  hundred,  and  nine. 

James  Muno,  at  the  rate  of  ten  doHarspJ 
month,  to'  commence  on  the  eightcenibda;  of 
March,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Joseph  Reed,  at  the  rate  of  three  doBafsaad 
thirty -three  and  one-third  cents  ner  ooBtb,  lo 
commence  on  the  sixteenth  day  ot  Marehj^gbt- 
een  hundred  and  nitie. 

Charles  Kilgore,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  aw 
fifty  cents  p^r  month,  to  comrnence  on  the  iwrt- 
ty  eighth  day  of  April,4i'ighteen  hundred andawj 

Ambrose  Lewis,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollan  im 
fifty  cents  per  mouthy  to  commence  oo  tbeplB^ 
teenth  day  of  July,  eighteen  htindredaod  aiae. 

John  Newman,  at  the  rate  of  ten  dollars  pa 
month,  to  comtnehce  on  the  t wenty-aefcoth  dij 
of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Joseph  NiiyeSj'at  the  rate  of  two  dollan  aai 
fiHy  cents  per  month,  to  commence  oa  ibeiwttj 
ty-eighth  oay  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  aaJ 
nine. 

Aaron  Brinck,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  pj 
month,  to  commence  oa  the  twenty-sixth  daf« 
January,  eigteen  hundred  and  nine. 

David  Hamilton,  at  the  rate  of  fife  doUarspJ 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-«iiih^f" 
January,  eighteen  Irundred  and  nine. 

Hackalia  DooUttle,  at  the  rate  of  twodollaa 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commeoce  onw 
twenty-fifth  day  of  January,  etghtecp  ktw**" 
mnd  nine.  ■ 
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Peter  Harford,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  aad 
fifty  cents  per  moiub,  t«  commence oa  the  eighth 
day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

John  Wood,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  third  day 
of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

Thomas  Goodrum,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
fourteenth  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  a^d 
ten. 

John  Smith,  at  the  rate  of  four  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  twenty-eighth  day 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Jared  Dtmcan,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  eighth  day  of  Decem- 
ber, eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

John  Martin,  at  the  rate  of  two  dollars  and 
fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  twen* 
ty-nrst  day  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

Gerardus  Dingman,  at  the  rate  of  five  dollars 

5er  month  to  commence  on  the  fifteenth  day  of 
anuary,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten.      , 

Donald  McDonald,  at  the  rfite  of  two  dollars 
and  fifty  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twentieth  day  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ten. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacted,  That  the 
pensions  of  the  following  persons  already  placed 
on  the  pension  list  of  the  United  States,  whose 
claims  for  an  increase  of  pension  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  Congress,  pursuant  to  the  act  aforesaid, 
be  increased  to  the  sums  herein  respectively  an- 
nexed to  their  names:  the  said  increase  to  eom^ 
menceatthe  times  herein  mentioned,  that  is  to  say : 

William  Little,  &Ye  doilars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  iwenty-eeeond  of  Novemt>er,  eight* 
«en  hundred  and  nine. 

Walker  Baylor,  twenty  doUars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  twenty-ninth  of  December, 
eighteen  hundred  and  eight 

iMiac  Bennett,  three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
and  one^third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  twenty-sixth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nine. 

Thomas  Carbart,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commeoceon  the  twenty ^firet  of  February,  eight- 
een hendred  and  nine. 

David  Wearer,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
meoee  on  the  fourth  of  September,  eighteen  hnn* 
dred  and  nine. 

Josiae  Smith,  ten  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  eleventh  of  May,  eighteen  fafindred 
and  nine. 

Abiel  Ksafip,  three  dollart  and  thirty-three  and 
ona-third  cents  per  month,  to  commenee  on  the 
twenty-eeventh  of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and 

I^eter  D.  Demarest,  five  doUars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  seventh  of  January,  eighteen 
hondred  and  nine. 

Kerley  Ward,  three  dollars  and  thirty-three 
and  one^third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 
the  tenth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

John  Utter,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  comr 
menee  on  the  third  of  January,  eighteen  hundred 
and-  ten. 

lltb  Co2r.  2d  Sess.— 81 


Lee  Lay,  six  dollars  and  sixty-six  and  two- 
third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fourth 
of  December,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Henry  Cone,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  tourth  of  December,  eighteen  ban- 
dred  and  nine. 

Elihu  Sabin,  three  dollars  thirty-three  and  one* 
third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  third 
of  October,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Simon  Orosby,  three  dollars  thiity-three  and 
one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twentieth  of  September,  eighteen  hundred  and 
nine. 

William  Tarbell.  three  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  taird  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nine. 

Jeremiah  Mark  ham,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commenee  on  the  third  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nine. 

John  Wakel«B,  five  doUars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  first  of  September,  eighteen  hon- 
dred and  eight. 

David  Orcutt,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
menoe  on  the  fineenth  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nine. 

Jedediah  Brown,  two  dollars  and  fifty  centa 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  fourteenth,  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  eight 

Stephen  Hempstead,  three  dollars  and  seventy- 
five  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  third 
of  February,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Isaac  Finch,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
menoeon  the  twenty-first  df  July,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and.  eiffht. 

Richard  Lamb,  three  dollars  thirty-three  and 
one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commenc^n  the 
first  of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  eight. 

Solomon  Stark,  three  dollars  and  seventy-five 
cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the  thirteenth 
of  Feoruary,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Nathan  Hawley,  three  doUars  thirty-three  and 
one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on  the 
twenty-sixth  of  May,  eiffhteen  hundred  and  eight. 

Samuel  French,  five  doUars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  twenty-flixth  of  May,  eighteen 
hundred  and  eight. 

Nero  Hawley,  three  dollars,  thirty-three  and 
ooe-thfrd  cents  per  month,  to  commenee  on  the 
twentyeixth  or  May,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eight. 

Zeba  Woodworth,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  fifth  of  September,  eighteen 
hnndred  and  nine. 

Annanias  Tubbs,  two  dollars  fiftv  cents  per 
month,  to  commence  on  the  fifteenth  of  March, 
eighteen  hnndred  and  nine. 

Jonas  Adams,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  sixth  of  February,  eighteen  hon- 
dred and  nine. 

Moses  Smith,  five  doUars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  ninth  of  February,  eighteen  hnn- 
dred and  ten. 

Abraham  Sawyer,  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents 
per  month,  to  commence  on  the  sixteenth  of  No- 
vember, eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Elias  Barron,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  corn- 
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meDce  on  the  sixth  of  June,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nine. 

Richard  Crouch,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com* 
mence  on  the  twelfth  of  April,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nine. 

Joseph  Johnson,  five  dollars  per  mo&th,  to  com- 
mence on  the  eighteenth  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nine. 

Jeremiah  Robbins,  three  dollars  thirty-tbtee 

*"    and  one-third  cents  per  month,  to  commence  on 

the  thirtieth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Abner  Kent,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  thirtieth  of  January,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  nine. 

James  Cobey,  ^ve  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  sixteenth  of  May,  eighteen  hundred 
and  nine. 

George  Vanghan,  thirteen  -dollars  thirty-three 
and  one-third  cents  per  month^  to  commence  on 
tbe  twelfth  of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  ten. 

Statts  Hammond,  five  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  eighteenth  of  December, 
eiffhteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Bartlett  Hawkins,  ^ve  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  eighth  of  March,  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  ten. 

William  Foster,  five  dollars  per  month,  to  com- 
mence on  the  sixteenth  of  December,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nine. 

Samuel  Johnston,  ^ve  dollars  per  month,  to 
commence  on  the  first  day  of  January,  eighteen 
hundred  and  nine. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enctcted,  That  the 
Secretar)  of  War  be  and  he  is  hereby  directed  to 
place  Andrew  Pinkerton  on  the  pension  list  of 
mvalidspensi oners  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
pay  him  at  the  rate  of  three  dollars  and  thirty 
cents  and  one-third  of  a  cent  per  month,  com- 
mencing on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  August, 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  itjurther  enacted^  That  the  sev- 
eral sums  specifically  appropriated  by  this  act, 
shall  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  th«  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated. 
'  Approved,  April  27,  1810. 


An  Act  provtding  for  the  printing  and  distributing 
of  vach  laws  of  the  United  States  as  req^ect  the 
public  lands. 

Be  it  enacted^  ^.,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to 
cause  to  be  collected  in  one  volume,  and  arranged, 
tbe  several  laws  of  tbe  United  States,  resolutions 
of  the  Congress  under  tbe  Confederation,  trea- 
ties and  proclamations  that  have  operation  and 
respect  to  the  public  lands :  and  to  cause  twelve 
hundred  copies  to  be  printed,  one  of  which  shall 
be  transnaitted  to  each  of  the  existing  land  boards 
of  commissioners  for  settling  land  claims,  and  a 
copy  to  each  of  the  registers  and  receivers  of 
pubnc  moneys  of  tbe  several  land  offices  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  residue  of  the  said  copies 
shall  be  preserved  for  the  future  disposition  of 
Congress. 

Approved,  April  27, 1810. 


An  Act  providing  for  the  better  accommodation  of  the 

General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office^  and  foroAv 

purposes. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c,  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  hereby  is  authorized  to  erect, 
or  procure  bjr  purchase,  a  buildingsnitableforthe 
accommodation  of  the  Qeneral  Post  Office  and 
of  the  office  of  the  keeper  of  the  patents,  in  soch 
situation  and  finished  in  such  manner  as  the  ioter- 
est  of  tbe  United  States  and  the  safety  and  con- 
venience of  those  offices  respectively,  and  the 
arrangement  df  the  models  in  the  Patent  Office, 
shall  m  his  opinion  require. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  and  hereby  is 
authorized  to  cause  the  City  Post  Office  and  tbe 
offices  of  the  Superintendent  and  Surveyor  of  the 
City  of  Washington  to  be  immediately  rcmorei 
from  the  public  building  west  of  the  PresideotV 
House,  and  that  he  cause  to  be  built  within  tbe 
said  public  buildinfi[  as  many  fire-proof  rooms  is 
shall  be  sufficient  for  the  convenient  depoiiieof 
all  the  public  papers  and  records  of  the  United 
States  belonging  to  or  in  tbe  custody  of  tbe  Slate, 
War,  or  Navy  DepartmentSr 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  ^ndcted,  That  thesna 
of  twenty  thousand  dollars  be  appropriated  for  tie 
purposes  expressed  in  this  act,  out  of  any  moneys 
in  tbe  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated. 

Approved,  April  28, 1810. 

An  Act  providing  for  tbeaale  of  certain  landf  in  tbe 
Indiana  Ten:itory,  aad  for  other  purpoeei. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c,  That  all  that  tract  of  hod 
to  which  the  Indian  title  was  extinguished  by  the 
treaty  made  at  Fort  Wayne  on  the  thirtieth  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  one  thousand  tight 
hundred  and  nine,  lyinff  west  and  adjoining  to 
the  boundary  line  estaMished  by  the  Treaty  oC 
Ghreen villa,  shall  be  attached  to  and  oiadenptrt 
of  the  district  of  Cincinnati;  and  the  residue  of 
the  lands  to  which  tbe  Indian  title  was  extin- 
guished by  the  said  treaty,  and  other  treaties  otde 
at  Vincennet  in  the  same  year,  shall  be  attaebed 
to  and  made  a  part  of  tbe  district  of  Vincenaes. 
And  the  said  lands,  with  the  exception  of  section 
number  sixteen,  which  shall  be  reserved  in  eieh 
township  for  the  oae  of  schools  within  the  same, 
shall  be  offered  for  sale  to  the  bifhest  bidder, 
under  the  direction  6f  the  register  of  the  land  office, 
and  of  the  receiver  of  public  moneys,  at  the  pUce 
respectively  where  the  land  offices  are  kept,nnd 
on  such  day  or  days  aa  shall  by  proclamation  « 
the  President  of  the  United  Sutes  be  deaigniMd 
for  that  purpose.  Tbe  sales  shall  remain  open  it 
Cincinnati  one  week,  and  at  Vincenncs  three 
weeks,  and  ne  longer.  The  lands  shall  not  be  soid 
for  less  than  two  dollars  an  acre,  and  shall » 
every  other  respect  be  sold  in  tracts  of  the  si«8 
siz^,  and  on  the  same  terms  and^onditions.a»l>i^ 
been  or  may  be  provided  for  lands  sold  in  thesan^ 
districts.  All  the  lands  in  the  said  tracts,  wUb 
the  exception  abovementioned,  remaining  uaioM 
at  the  close  of  the  said  sales,  may  be  dispoeed  ot 
at  private  sale  by  the  register  of  the  respecuw 
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land  offices,  in  the  same  manoer,  uadei  the  same 
regulations,  for  the  same  pric^  and  en  the  same 
terms  and  conditions,  as  are  oiv>may  he  provided 
hy  law  for  the  sale  of  lands  in  the  same  districts; 
and  patents  shall  be  obtained  in  the  same  man- 
ner, and  on  the  same  terms,  as  for  other  public 
lands  sold  in  the  same  districts. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it Jwiher  enacted,  That  the  sev- 
eral superintendents  of  public  sales,  directed  bv 
this  act,  shall  receive  four  dollars  a  day,  for  each 
day 's  attendance  on  the  said  sales. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  after  the  first  day  of  June  next^  the  second 
principal  meridian  by  the  Surveyor  General  in 
the  Indiana  Territory  shall  be  the  boundary  be- 
tween the  districts  of  Vincennes  and  Jefferson- 
ville;  and  the  lands  included  in  the  said  districts, 
respectively,  according  to  the  boundaries  above- 
mentioned,  shall  become  a  part  of  the  district  in 
which  they  are  included,  and  shall  he  sold  at  the 
same  place,  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  the  same 
terms  aad  conditions,  as  the  other  public  lands 
lying  in  the  same  district. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  any  per- 
son 01^  persons  entitled  to  donation  lands  in  the 
district  of  Vincennes  bv  any  former  resolution  or 
act  of  Congress,  and  wno  were  minors,  or  did  not 
reside  within  the  Indiana  Territory  during  the 
time  allowed  by  law  for  registering  claims  to  land 
within  the  said  district,  and  whose  claims  have 
not  heretofore  been  presented  to  either  of  the 
boards  of  commissioners  for  adjusting  claims  to 
land  at  Vincennes  and  Easkaskia,  may,  until  the 
first  day  of  November  next,  give  notice  in  writ- 
ing to  the  register  of  the  land  office  of  the  said 
district  of  their  claims,  and  hav^  the  evidence  of 
the  same  recorded  in  the  same  manner,  and  on 
payment  of  the  fees  provided  bv  an  act,  entitled 
'  An  act  making  provision  for  tne  disposal  of  the 
public  lands  in  the  Indiana  Territory,  and  for 
other  purposes ;"  and  the  right  of  any  such  per- 
sons neglecting  to  give  such  notice  of  his  claim, 
ind  to  have  the  evidence  of  the  same  recorded, 
hall  become  void,  and  forever  be  barred. 

S£0.5.  And  be  U  further  enacted^  That  the  re- 
rister  of  the  land  office  and  the  receiver  of  public 
aoneys  at  Vincennes  shall  perform  the  same  duties 
md  exercise  the  same  powers  in  relation  to  the 
iaims  filed  with  the  register  under  this  act,  which 
*y  the  last  recited  fictwere  enjoined  on  or  vested 
Q  the  commissioners  designated  by  the  said  act. 
Lnd  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  the  said  register 
xkd  receiver  to  make  to  the  Secreunr  of  the 
Treasury  a  report  of  all  the  claims  thus  nled  with 
he  register  of  the  land  office,  together  with  the 
ubstance  of  the  evidence  adduced  in  support 
lereof,  with  such  remarks  thereon  as  they  may 
xink  proper;  which  report,  together  with  a  list 
f  the  claims,  which  in  the  opinion  of  the  regis- 
»r  and  receiver  ougl^t  to  be  confirmed,  shall  be 
lid  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  berbre  Con- 
t-ess,  at  their  next  session,  for  their  determina- 
oa  thereon.  And  the  said  register  and  receiver 
I  all  each  be  allowed  an  additional  compensa- 
on  pf  one  hundred  dollars,  in  full  for  their  ser- 


vices in  relation  to  such  claims,  and  one  hundred 
dollars  for  clerk  hire. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  Illinois  Territory,  at  and  including 
Shawneetown,  on  the  Ohio  river,  shall,  under  the 
direction  of  the  Surveyor  General,  be  laid  ofi'into 
towu  lots,  streets,  and  avenues,  and  into  out  lots, 
in  such  manner  and  of  sUch  dimensions  as  he  may 
judge  proper:  Provided,  The  tract  so  to  be  laid 
ofi*  shall  not  exceed  the  quantitv  of  land  contained 
in  two  entire  sections,  nor  tne  town  lots  one- 
quarter  of  an  acre  each.  When  the  survev  of  the 
lots  shall  be  completed,  a  plat  thereof  shall  be 
returned  to  the  Surveyor  Gkneral,  on  which  the 
town  lots  and  out  lots  shall  be  respectively  des- 
ignated by  progressive  numbers,  who  shall  cause 
two  copies  to  be  made— one  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  and  the  other  to 
the  register  of  the  land  office ;  and  the  lots  shall 
be  offered  to  the  highest  bidder  at  public  sale,  at 
the  same  tim^nd  place,  on  the  same  terms  and 
conditions,  (except  as  to  the  quantity  of*  land,) 
as  have  or  may  oe  provided  for  the  sale  of  the 
other  public  lands  in  the  said  Territory :  Frovided, 
That  no  town  lot  shall  be  sold  for  a  less  price  than 
eight  dollars,  nor  any  out  lot  for  less  than  at  the 
rate  of  ^"^^  dollars  an  acre. 

Approved,  April  30, 1810. 

An  Act  to  extend  the  time  fox  making  payments  for 
public  lands  of  the  United  States,  in  certain  cases. 
Be  it  enacted,  f  c.  That  every  person  who. 
prior  to  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  six,  had  purchased  any  tract 
or  tracts  of  land  of  the  United  States,  not  exceed- 
ing in  the  whole  six  hundred  and  forty  acres,  at 
any  of  the  land  offices  established  for  the  dispo- 
sal of  said  lands,  whether  such  purchase  was  made 
at  public  or  private  sale,  (sales  by  virtue  of  a  pre- 
emption right  only  excepted.)  and  whose  lands 
have  not  already  been  actually  sold  or  reverted  to 
the  United  States  for  non-payment  of  part  of  the 
purchase-money,  and  who  shall,  for  the  term  of  at 
feast  one  year  previous  to  the  expiration  of  five 
years  from  the  date  of  the  purchase  of  the  land, 
have  actually  inhabited  and  eoltivated  any  one 
tract  of  land  thus  purchased,  and  the  time  for 
making  the  last  payment  on  account  of  such  pur- 
chase, according  to  former  laws,  may  have  eu)ired 
or  shall  expire  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary next,  shall  be  allowed  a  further  term  of  two 
years  for  the  payment  of  the  residue  of  the  prin- 
cipal due  on  account  of  such  purchase ;  which 
further  term  of  two  years  shall  be  calculated  to 
commence  from  the  expiration  of  one  year  from 
and  after  the  day  on  which  the  last  payment  on 
account  of  such  purchase  should,  according  to 
former  laws,  have  become  due,  and  snail  be  allowed 
only  on  the  following  conditions,  that  is  to  say : 
first,  that  all  the  arrears  of  interest  on  the  land 
purchased  to  the  end  of  one  year,  from  and  after 
the  day  on  which  the  last  pavment  on  account  of 
such  purchase  should,  according  to  former  lavs, 
have  become  due,  shall  have  been  paid  at  or  be- 
fore the  end  of  such  year ;  second,  that  the  real  Joe 
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of  the  som  doe  od  account  of  the  priocipal  of  such 
purchase  shall  be  paid,  with  iDteiest  thereon,  in 
two  eqaal  aanoal  payments,  viz :  one-half  of  the 
si^id  residue,  with  the  interest  which  majrthen  be 
due  thereon,  within  one  year ;  and  the  other  hulf 
of  the  said  residue,  with  the  interest  which  may 
then  be  due  thereon,  within  two  years  after  the 
expiration  of  one  yeac,  from  and  after  the  day  on 
which  the  last  payment  on  account  of  such  pur- 
chase should,  according  to  former  laws,  hare  be- 
come due.  And  in  case  of  failure  in  paying  either 
the  arrears  of  interest  or  each  of  the  two  instal* 
meots  of  prioeipal,  with  the  accruing  interest,  at 
the  time  and  times  aboyementioned^  the  tract  of 
land  shall  be  forthwith  advertised  and  offered  for 
sale  ID  the  manner  and  on  the  terms  and  condi* 
tioos  now  prescribed  for  the  sale  of  lands  par- 
chased  from  the  United  States,  and  4iot  paid  for 
within  the  limited  time;  and  shall  revert  in  like 
manner  to  the  United  States,  if  the  sum  due,  with 
interest,  be  not  at  such  sale  bidden^nd  paid. 

And  in  cases  where  any  tract  or  tracts  of  land, 
not  in  the  whole  exceeding  six  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  which  have  since  the  first  dav  of  January 
last  reverted  to  the  United  States  tor  default  of 
payment,  the  original  purchaser  may  again  enter 
the  same  tract  or  tracts.  Ai>d  all  moneys  which 
such  original  purchaser  may  have  paid  shall  be 
replaced  to  his  credit  by  the  receiver  of  public 
moneys  of  the  respective  land  offices^  and  such 
repurchasers  shall  be  allowed  the  same  benefits 
of  the  extension  of  the  time  of  payment,  created 
by  this  act,  as  though  no  such  reversion  had  oc- 
curred :  Provided^  Such  original  purchaser  shall 
make  to  the  proper  land  officer  such  application 
for  such  re-entry  as  is  required  by  law  for  the 
entry  of  lands,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June 
next,  and  the  land  so  reverted  ^hall  not  haYe  then 
been  previously  resold. 

Approved,  April  30, 1810. 


An  Act  mgolatiag  tha  Post  Office  Establkhment. 

Be,U  enaetedf^c,  That  there  be  establisbed, 
at  the  seat  of  Qovernment  of  the  United  States, 
a  GMoeral  Post  Office,  under  the  direction  of  a 
Postmaster  Gleoeral.  The  Postmaster  General 
shall  appoint  two  assistants,  and  such  clerks  as 
may  be  necesslirv  for  performing  the  business  of 
his  office.  He  shall  establish  post  offices  and  ap- 
point postmasters^ at  all  such  places  as  shall  appear 
to  him  expedient  on  the  post  roads  that  are  or 
maj  be  established  by  law.  He  shall  give  his 
assistaau,  (he  postmasters,  and  all  other  persons 
whom  he  shall  employ,  or  who  may  be  employed 
in  any  of  the  departments  of  the  General  Post 
Office,  instructions  relative  te  their  duty.  He 
shall  provide  for  the  carriage  of  the  m^il  on  all 
post  roads  that  are  or  may  be  established  by  law, 
and  as  often  as  he,  having  regard  to  the  product- 
iveness thereof,  and  other  circumstances,  shall 
think  proper.  He  may  direct  the  route  or  road, 
where  there  are  more  than  one  between  places 
designated  by  law  for  a  posft  road,  which  route 
shall  be  considered  the  post  road.  He  shall  ob- 
tain from  the  postmasters  their  accounts  and 


vouchers  f(Hr  their  receipts  and  epcpenditorci  ssee 
in  three  months,  or  ouener,  with  the  bakaca 
thereon  arising  in  fator  of  the  General  Post  Diet. 
He  shall  pay  all  expenses  which  may  ariie  ii 
conducting  the  Post  Qffiee,  and  in  the  eoerey' 
aoceof  the  mail,  and  all  other  necessary  expeuo 
arising  on  the  collection  of  the  revenue  aod  mti- 
agemeot  of  the  General  Post  Office.  He  ihiil 
prosecute  offences  against  the  Post,  Office  Eiub- 
lishment.  He  shall  once  io  three  months  render 
to  the  Secreury  of  the  Treasury  aquwterljTM- 
count  of  all  4he  receipts  and  expenditares  ia  tk 
said  Department,  to  oe  adjusted  and  settled  as 
other  public  accounts.  He  shall  also  snperisteDd 
the  business  of  the  Depiartment  in  ail  the  daiia 
that  are  or  may  be  assigned  to  it :  Pronded^  That, 
in  case  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  remo? al  fron 
office,  of  the  Postmaster  Gkneral,  all  his  dodo 
shall  be  performed  by  hi^  senior  assistant,  aotil  i 
successor  sha|l  be  appointed,  and  arrive  at  the 
Gkneral  Post  Office,  to  perform  the  business. 

SEa2.  Andbeitjurtherenadedy  That  the  Post- 
master CkneraK  and  all  other  persons  employed 
in  the  General  Post  Office^  or  in  the  care,ca$todf, 
or  conveyance,N»f  the  mail,  shall,  previous  to  en- 
tering upon  the  duties  assigned  to  them,ortfte 
execution  of  their  trusts,  and  before  they  sbill  k 
entitled  to  receive  any  emolument  therefofj  re- 
spectively take  and  subscribe  the  followiog  oith 
or  affirmation,  before  some  magistrate,  and  eiose 
a  certificate  thereof  to  be  filed  in  the  GeoeralPoit 
Office :  "  I,  A  B,  do  swear  (or  affirm,  as  the  cue 
may  be)  that  I  will  faithrulljr  perforni  tU  fbe 
duties  required  of  me,  and  abstain  fromerenrtbin 
forbidden  by  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  awm- 
roentof  the  Post  Office  and  post  roads  withia  tbe 
United  States.**  Everjr  person  who  shall  k  la 
any  manner  employed  in  the  care.  custodf,eoo' 
vevance.  or  management,  of  the  mail,  Mtube 
subject  to  all  the  ptiains,  penalties,  and  forfeitartf, 
for  violating  the  injunctions,  or  n^ectiag  tie 
duties  required  of  him  by  the  laws  relating  tolbe 
establishment  of  the  Post  Office  and  post  roidi, 
whether  such  person  shall  have  taken  the  oathff 
affirmation  above  prescribed  or  not. 

Sac.  3.  And  be  ftjurther  enacted,  ThatitM 
be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  Gkneral  to  profide 
by  contract  for  the  carriage  of  the  mail  oo  aif 
road  on  which  a  staffe,  wagon,  or  other  stage  e^ 
riage,  shall  be  estaUished,  on  condition  tfat  the 
expense  thereof  shall  notMrceed  iherevennetheice 
arising.  It  shall  also  be  lawfhl  for  the  Po*""''' 
ter  G^eral  to  enter  into  contracts^  for  a  teta  t^ 
exceedinff  eight  years,  for  extending  the  Inefl 
posts,  and  to  authorize  the  persons  so  eofitraetiB| 
as  a  compensation  for  their  expenses,  to  reeei^e 
during  the  continuance  of  such  contracts,  at  i^ 
not  exceeding  those  for  ii]te  distances  estabmi^ 
by  this  act,  all  the  postage  which  shall  artsesj 
letters,  newspapers,  mag^nes,  P^oaphle^^ 
packets,  conveyed  by  any  such  posts j  aadtw 
roads  designated  in  such  contracts  shall,  din4 
the  continuance  thereof,  be  deemed  and  eft^ 
ered  as  post  roads  within  the  provirion  of  '^'J^; 
And  a  duplicate  of  every  such  c<>n<racesW 
withili  sixty  days  after  the  execution  thereof, » 
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lodged  ia  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  Slates. 

S£0.4.  AridheitJuTiher enacted^  That  do  other 
thao  a  free  white  person  shail  be  employed  in 
carrying  the  mail  ol  the  United  States  on  any  of 
the  post  roads,  either  as  a  post-rider  or  driver  of 
a  carriage  ei^rrying  the  mail ;  and  every  contractor 
or  person  who  shall  have  stipulated  or  may  here- 
after stipulate  to  carry  the  mail,  or  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  cause  the  same  to  be  conveyed  on 
any  of  the  post  roads  as  aforesaid,  and  who  shall, 
contrary  to  this  act,  employ  any  other  than  a  free 
white  person  as  a  post-rider  or  driver,  or  in  any 
other  way  to  carry  the  mail  on  the  same,  shall 
for  everv  such  offence  forfeit  and  pav  the  sum  of 
fifiy^  dollars — one  tnoiety  thereof  to  the  use  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  other  moiety  thereof  to 
the  person  who  shall  sue  for  and  prosecute  the 
^ame,  before  any  court  having  competent  juris- 
diction thereof. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  Thkt  the  Post- 
master General  shall  be  authorized  to  allow  the 
postmasters  at  the  several  distributing  offices  such 
compensation  as  shall  be  adequate  to  iheir  sev- 
eral services  in  that  respect :  Provided,  That  the 
same  shall  not  exceed,  in  the  whole,  five  per  cent, 
on  the  whole  amount  of  postages  on  letters  and 
newspapers  received  for  distribution:  Provided^ 
aiaoy  That  if  the  number  of  mails  received  at  and 
despatches  from  any  such  office  is  not  increased 
bv  the  distributing  system,  then  no  additional 
allowance  shall  be  made  to  the  postmaster. 

Sbo.  6.  And  be  U  further  enacted.  That,  when- 
ever it  shall  be  made  to  appear  to  the  satisfaction 
of  the  Postmaster  General  that  any  road  estab- 
lished, or  which  may  hereafter  be  established,  as 
a  post  road,  is  obstructed  by  fences,  gates,  or  bars, 
other  than  those  lawfully  used  on  turnpike  roads 
to  collect  their  toll,  and  not  kept  in  good  repair, 
with  proper  bridges  and  ferries  where  the  same 
may  be  necessary,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Post- 
master General  to  report  the  same  to  Congress, 
with  such  information  as  can  be  obtained^  to  en- 
able Congress  to  establish  some  other  road  instead 
of  it,  in  the  same  main  direction. 

Sec.  7.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That,  if  any 
perspD  shall  knowingly  and  wilfully  obstruct  or 
retard  the  passage  of  the  mail,  or  of  any  driver  or 
carrier,  or  of  any  horse  or  carriage  carrying  the 
same,  he  shalL  upon  conviction,  for  every  such 
ofience,  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dol- 
lars. And  if  any  ferryman  shall  by  wilful  negli- 
gence or  refusal  to  transport  the  mail  across  any 
terry,  delay  the  same,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  for 
each  ten  minutes  that  the  same  shall  .be  so  delayed, 
ft  sum  not  exceeding  ten  dollars. 

Sso.  8.  And  be  it  further  ena^ed,  That  it  shall 
^  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  give 
public  notice  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
)ublished  at  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  Uni- 
ed  States,  and  in  one  or  more  of  the  newspapers 
mblished  in  the  State  or  States  or  Territory 
ivhere  the  contract  is  to  be  performed,  for  at  least 
ix  weeks  before  entering  into  any  contract  for 
arrying  the  mail,  that  such  contract  is  intended 
o  be  made,  and  the  day  on  which  it  is  to  be  con- 


cluded, d^cribing  the  places  from  and  to  which 
such  mail  is  to  be  conveyed,  the  time  at  which  it 
is  to  be  made  up,  and  the  day  and  hour  at  which 
it  is  to  be  delivered.  He  shall,  moreover,  within 
ninety  days  after  the  making  of  any  contract, 
lodge  a  duplicate  thereof,  together  with  the  pro- 
posals  which  he  shall  have  received  respecting  it, 
in  the  office  of  the  Comptroller  of  the  Treasury 
of  the  United  States :  Provided,  That  no  contract 
shall  be  entered  into  for  a  longer  term  than  four 
years. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every 
postmaster  shall  keep  an  office,  in  which  one  or 
more  persons  shall  attend  on  every  day  on  which 
a  mail  or  bag  or  other  packet  or  parcel  of  letters 
shall  arrive  by  land  or  water,  as  well  as  on  other 
days,  at  such  hours  as  the  Postmaster  General 
shall  direct,  for  the  purpose  of  performing  the 
duties  thereof;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
postmaster,  at  all  reasonable  hours,  on  every  day 
of  the  week,  to  deliver  on  demand  any  letter,  pa- 
per, or  packet,  to  the  person  entitled  to  or  author- 
ized to  receiiFe  the  same ;  and  all  letters  brought 
to  any  post  office  half  an  hour  before  the  time  of 
making  up  the  mail  at  such  office  shall  be  for- 
warded therein,  except  at  such  post  offices  where, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Postmaster  General,  it 
requires  more  time  for  making  up  the  mail,  and 
which  he  shall  accordingly  prescribe;  but  this 
shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  hour. 

Sbo.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
fees  or  perquisites  shall  be  received  by  any  per- 
son employed  in  the  General  Post  Office  on  ac- 
count of  the  duties  to  be  performed  by  virtue  of 
his  appointment. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the 
following  rates  of  postage  shall  be  charged  on  ail 
letters  and  packets  (exoeptinff  such  as  are  here- 
inafter exempted)  conveyed  by  the  posts  of  the 
United  States,  viz :  for  every  letter  composed  of 
a  single  sheet  of  paper,  conveyed  not  exceeding 
forty  miles,  eight  cents ;  over  ninety,  and  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  twelve  and  a 
half  cents;  over  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  not 
exceeding  three  hundred  miles,  seventeen  cents; 
over  three  hundred,  and  not  exceeding  ^ve  hun- 
dred miles,  twenty  cents;  over  five  hundred 
miles,  twenty-five  cents.  And  for  every  double 
letter,  or  one  composed  of  two  pieces  of  paper, 
double  those  rates ;  and  for  every  triple  letter,  or 
one  composed  of  three  pieces  of  paper,  triple  those 
rates ;  and  for  every  packet  composed  or  four  or 
more  pieces  of  paper,  or  other  thing,  and  weigh- 
ing one  ounce  avoirdupois,  quadruple  those  rate*, 
and  in  that  proportion  for  all  greater  weight: 
Provided,  That  no  packet  of  letters  conveyed 
by  the  water  mail  shall  be  charged  with  more 
itnan  quadruple  postage,  unless  tne  same  shall 
actually  contain  more  than  four  distinct  letters. 
No  postmaster  shall  be  obliged  to  receive,  to  be 
conveyed  by  the  mail,  any  packet  which  shall 
weigh  more  than  three  pounds :  And  the  postage 
marked  on  any  letter  or  package,  and  charged  oa 
the  post  bill,  which  may  accompany  the  sam^, 
shall,  in  favor  of  the  postmaster  who  delivers  out 
said  letter,  be  conclusive  evidence  of  the  lawful 
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postage  thereon,  unless  said  letter  shall  be  opened 
in  the  presence  of  the  said  postmaster  or  his  clerk. 

Sec.  12.  And  be  it  fiiHher  enacted,  That 
eTery  letter  or  packet  brought  into  the  United 
States,  or  carried  from  one  port  therein  to  ano- 
tker,in  any  private  ship  or  vessel,  shall  be  charged 
with  six  cents,  if  delivered  at  the  post  office 
where  the  same  shall  arrive,  and  if  destined  to 
Ve  conveyed  by  post  to  any  other  place,  with  two 
cents  adaed  to  the  ordinary  rates  of  postage. 

Sec.  13.  And  be  tt  further  enacted.  That  if 
any  postmaster,  or  other  person  authorized  by 
the  Postmaster  General  to  receive  the  postage  of 
letters,  shall  fraodulentl]^  demand  or  receive  any 
rate  of  postage,  or  gratuity,  or  reward,  other  than 
is  provided  by  this  act,  for  the  postage  of  letters 
or  packets ;  on  conviction  thereof  he  shall  forfeit, 
for  every  such  offence,  one  hundred  dollars,  and 
shall  be  rendered  incapable  of  holding  any  office 
or  appointment  under  the  Government  of  the 
United  States. 

Sbc.  14.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  no 
ship  or  vessel  arriving  at  any  port  within  the 
United  States,  where  a  post  office  is  established, 
shall  be  i>ermitted  to  report,  make  entry,  or  break 
bulk,  until  the  master  or  commander  shall  have 
delivered  to  the  postmaster  all  letters  directed 
to  any  person  or  persons  within  the  United 
States,  or  the  Territories  thereof  which,  under 
his  care,  or  within  his  power,  shall  be  brought  in 
such  ship  or  vessel,  except  such  as  are  directed  to 
the  owner  or  consignee  of  the  ship  or  vessel,  and 
except  also  such  as  are  directed  to  be  delivered 
at  the  port  of  delivery  to  which  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel may  be  bound.  And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  eollector,  or  other  officer  of  the  port,  empow- 
ered to  receive  entries  of  ships  or  vessels,  to  re- 
quire from  every  master  or  commander  of  such 
ship  or  vessel,  an  oath  or  affirmation,  purporting 
that  he  has  delivered  all  such  letters,  except  as 
aforesaid.  And  if  the  commander  or  master  of 
any  ship  or  vessel  shall  break  bulk  before  he 
shall  have  complied  with  the  requirements  of  this 
act,  every  such  offender  shall,  on  conviction  there* 
of,  forfeit  for  every  such  offence  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  15.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
postmasters  to  whom  such  letters  may  be  deliv- 
ered, shall  pay  to  the  master  or  commander,  or 
other  person,  delivering  the  same,  except  the  com- 
manders of  foreign  packets,  two  cents  for  each 
letter  or  packet,  and  shall  obtain  from  the  person 
delivering  the  same,  a  certificate  specifying  the 
number  of  letters  and  packets,  with  the  name  of 
the  ship  or  vessel,  and  the  place  from  whence 
she  last  sailed ;  which  certincate,  together  with 
a  receipt  for  the  money,  shall  be,  with  his  quar- 
terly accounts,  transmitted  to  the  Postmaster 
General,  who  shall  credit  him  with  the  amount. 
Sec.  16.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if 
any  person,  other  than  the  Postmaster  General  or 
his  aeputies,  or  persons  by  them  employed,  shall 
be  concerned  in  setting  up  or  maintaining  any 
foot  or  horse  post,  stage  wagon,  or  other  stase 
carriage  or  sleigh,  on  any  established  post  roads, 
or  from  one  post  town  to  another  post  town,  on 


any  road  adjacent  or  parallel  to  an  esttbttshed 
post  road,  or  any  packet'  boat  or  vessel  to  plj 
regularly  from  one  place  to  another,  between 
which  a  reffular  communication  by  waterfall 
be  established  by  the  United  States,  and  shaD 
receive  any  letter  or  packet,  other  than  nevspi- 
pers,  magazines,  or  pamphlets,  and  carry  the 
same  by  such  foot  or  norse  post,  stage  wagon,  or 
other  stage  carriage,  or  sleigh,  packet  boat,or  res- 
sel,  (excepting  only  such  letter  or  letters  as  mty  be 
directed  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  coDTey* 
ance,  and  relating  to  the  same,  or  to  the  penon 
to  whom  any  packet  or  bundle  in  such  cooTej* 
ance  is  intended  to  be  delivered,)  every  person  to 
offending  shall  forfeit  for  every  such  oneoee  tlie 
sum  of  fifty  dollars:  Provided,  That  itshtllbe 
lawful  for  any  person  to  send  letters  or  packets 
by  a  special  messenger. 

Sec.  17.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,  That  tbe 
deputy  postmasters  and  other  agents  of  the  Post- 
master General  shall  duly  account  and  answer 
to  him,  for  all  way-letters  which  shall  come  t& 
their  hands ;  and  for  this  purpose  the  post  riden 
and  carriers  of  the  mail,  receiving  any  way-letter 
or  letters  (and  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  reeeiTe 
them,  if  presented  more  than  two  nliiesfrona 
post  office)  shall  deliver  the  same,  together  vitli 
the  postage,  if  paid,  at  the  post  office  to  which 
they  shall  afterwards  arrive,  where  the  postois- 
ter  shall  duly  enter  the  same,  and  specifr  the 
number  and  rate  or  rates  in  the  post  bill,  addfof 
to  the  rate  of  each  way-letter,  one  cent,  whkE 
shall  be  paid  by  the  postmaster  to  the  mail  eat- 
rier  from  whom  such  way-letters  shall  be  r^ 
ceived.  And  that  letters  directed  to  persons  lir- 
ing  between  post  offices  may  be  delirered,  and 
the  postage  thereof  duly  collected,  it  shall  be  the 
doty  of  the  carriers  of  the  mail  to  uke  ehuje 
of,  and  deliver  all  such  letters  as  shall  for  thit 
purpose  be  committed  to  them  by  aoy  postots- 
ter,  and  collect  the  postage  thereof,  which  jkalj 
be  paid  over  to  such  postmaster  on  demand.  Aod 
for  every  letter  so  delivered,  the  mail  carrier  d^ 
livering  the  same  shall  be  allowed  to  demand 
and  receive  two  cents  to  his  own  use,  besides  the 
ordinary  postage.  And  if  any  postmaster  or  other 
agent  of  the  Postmaster  General  shall  oegiectso 
to  account,  he  or  they  so  offending  shall,  on  cod- 
viction  thereof,  forfeit  for  every  such  offeijce  i 
sum  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars:  Provided,  That 
no  mail  carrier  shall  make  such  deliveries  at  aof 
place  not  on  the  post  road :  Provided,  alto,  That 
the  receipt  and  delivery  of  letters  on  the  waf- 
between  post  offices,  shall  not  be  reqiiired  of  the 
mail  carriers4n  cases  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Postmaster  General,  the  time  or  manner  of  carrf- 
ing  the  mail,  or  the  speed  of  conveyance,  is  ib- 
compatible  with  such  receipts  and  delivenei. 

Sec.  18.  And  be  it  fuHher  enacted,  Thitrf 
any  person,  employed  in  any  of  the  departtnejis 
of  the  General  Post  Office,  shall  unlawfullf«?j 
tain,  delay  or  open  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  »«^ 
of  letters,  with  which  he  shall  be  entrostei^ 
which  shall  have  come  to  his  possession,  iw 
which  are  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  V^^^^ 
any  such  person  shall  secrete,  embezzle,  or  o^ 
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flCroy  anr  letter  or  packet  entrusted  to  ihim  as 
aforesaia,  asd  which  shall  oot  coDtain  any  se- 
curity for,  or  assurance  relating  to  money,  as 
hereinafter  described,  every  sach  offender,  beioe 
thereof  duly  convicted,  shall,  for  every  such  oT- 
fence,  be  fined,  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dol- 
lars, or  imprisoned,  not  exceeding  six  months,  or 
both,  according  to  the  circumstances  and  aggra- 
vations of  the  offence.  And  if  any  person,  em- 
ployed as  aforesaid,  shall  secrete,  embezzle,  or  de- 
stroy any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  letters, 
with  which  he  shall  be  entrusted,  or  which  shall 
have  come  to  his  possession^  and  are  intended  to 
be  conveyed  bv  post,  containing  any  bank  note 
or  bank  post  bill,  bill  of  exchange,  warrant  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States,  note  of  assignment 
of  stock  in  the  funds,  letters  of  attorney  for  re- 
ceiving annuities  or  dividends,  or  for  selling  stock 
in  the  rands,  or  for  receiving  the  intereist  thereof,  or 
any  letter  of  credit,  or  note  for  or  relating  to  pay- 
ment of  mone3rs^  or  any  bond  or  warrant,  draft, 
biH,  or  promissory  note,  covenant,  contract,  or 
agreement  whatsoever,  for  or  relating  to  the  nay- 
ment  of  money,  or  the  delivery  of  any  article  of 
value,  or  the  performance  of  any  act,  matter,  or 
thing,  or  any  receipt,  release,  acquittance,  or  dis* 
charge,  of  or  from  any  debt,  covenant,  demand,  or 
any  part  thereof,  or  any  copy  of  any  record  of 
any  judgment  or  decree,  iti  any  court  of  law  Or 
chancery,  or  any  execution  which  may  have  is- 
sued thereon,  or  any  copy  of  any  other  record,  or 
any  other  article  or  value,  or  any  writing  repre- 
senting the  same;  or  if  any  such  person,  em- 
ployed as  aforesaid,  shalt  steal  or  take  an^  of  the 
same  out  of  any  letter,  packet,  bag,  or  mail  of  let- 
ters, that  shall  come  to  his  possession,  he  shall, 
on  conviction,  for  any  such  oflfence,  be  impris- 
I  oned  not  exceeding  ten  years.  And  if  any  per- 
1  son,  who  shall  have  taken  charge  of  the  mail  of 
[  |be  United  States,  shall  quit  or  desert  the  same, 
r  before  he  delivers  it  into  the  post  office  kept  at 
I  the  termination  of  .his  route,  or  to  some  known 
'mail  carrier,  or  agent  of  the  Qeneral  Post  Office 
authorized  to  receive  the  same,  every  such  person, 
so  offending,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding five' hundred  dollars  tor  every  such  of- 
fence. Andif  any  i>erson,  concerned  in  carrying 
the  mail  of  the  United  States,  shall  collect,  re- 
ceive or  carry  any  letter  or  packet,  or  shall  cause 
or  procure  the  same  to  be  done,  contrary  to  this 
act,  every  such  offender  shall  forfeit  and  pay,  for 
every  such  offence,  a  sum  not  exceeding  fifty 
dollars. 

Sbc.  19.  And  he  it  Jurther  enacted.  That  if  any 
I  person  shall  rob  any  carrier  of  the  mail  of  the 
United  States,  or  other  person  entrusted  there- 
^witlr,  of  such  mail,  or  of  part  thereof,  such  offend- 
er or  offenders  shall,  on  conviction,  b^  imprisoned. 
not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  if  convicted  a  second 
,  time  of  a  like  offence,  he  or  they  shall  suffer  death ; 
or,  if  in  effecting  such  robbery  of  the  mail  the 
first  time,  the  offender  shall  wound  the  'person 
having  custody  thereof,  or  put  his  life  in  jeop- 
ardy by  the  use  of  dangerous  weapons,  such  of- 
fender or  offenders  shall  suffer  death.  And  if  any 
person  shall  attempt  to  rob  the  mail  of  the  United 


States  by  assaulting  the  person  having  oostodjn 
thereof,  shooting  at  him,  or  his  horse,  or  mule,  sr-^ 
threatei^ing  bim  with  dangerous  weapons,  aikd^. 
the  robbery  is  not  effected,  every  such  ofi^nder, . 
on  conviction .  thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  im- 
prisonment, not  exceeding  three  years.  And  if 
any  person  shall  steal  the^mail.  or  shall  steal  or 
take  trom  or  out  of  any  mail,  or  from  or  out  of  any 
post  office,  any  letter  or  packet,  or  if  any  person 
shall  take  the  mad,  or  any  letter  or  packet  there- 
from or  from  any  post  office,  whether  with  or 
without  the  consent  of  the  person  having  custody 
thereof,  and  shall  open,  embezzle,  or  destroy  any 
such  mail,  letter,  or  packet,  the  same  containing'' 
any  article  of  value,  or  evidence  of  any  debt,  due,., 
demand,  right,  or  claim,  or  any  release,  receipt,  8e>^ 
quittance,  or  discharge,  or  any  other  article,  paper, 
or  thing  mentioned  and  described  in  the  eigh- 
teenth section  of  this  act,  or  if  any  person  shall, 
by  fraud  or  deception, -obtain,  from  any  person 
havinjgf  custody  thereof,  any  mail,  letter,  or  packet, 
contaming  any  article  of  value,  or  evidence  there- 
of, or  either  of  the  writitjgs  referred  to^  or  next 
above-mentioned,  such  offender  or  offenders,  on 
conviction  thereof,  shall  be  imprisoned,  not  ex- 
ceeding seven  years.  And  if  an^  person  shall 
take  any  letter  or  packet  not  containing  any  arti- 
cle of  value,  or  evidence  thereof,  out  of  a  post 
office,  or  shall  open  iiny  letter  or  packet  which 
shall  have  been  in  a  post  office,  or  in  the  custody 
of  a  mail  carrier,  before  it  shall  have  been  deliv- 
ered to  the  person  to  whom  it  is  directed,  with  a 
design  to  obstruct  the  correspondence,  to  pry  into 
another's  business  or  secrets,  or  shall  secrete,  em- 
bezzle, or  destroy  any  such  mail,  letter,  or  packet, 
such  offender,  upon  conviction,  shall  pay  for  every 
such  offence  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars. 

Sec.  20.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
person  shall  rip,  cut,  tear,  burn,  or  otherwise  in- 
jure any  portmanteau,  valise,  or  other  bag,  used, 
or  designed  to  be  used  by  any  person  acting  under 
the  authority  of  the  Postmaster  Qeneral,  or  any 
person  in  whom  his  powers  are  vested  in  the  con- 
veyance of  any  mail,  letter,  packet,  newspaper,  or 
pamphlet,  or  shall  draw  or  break  any  suple,  or 
loosen  anv  part  of  any  lock,  chain,  or  strap,  at- 
tached or  belonging  to  any  such  valise,  portman- 
teau, or  bag,  with  an  intent  to  rob  or  steal  any 
mail,  letter,  packet,  newspaper,  or  pamphlet,  or  to 
render  either  of  the  same  insecure,  every  such 
offender,  upon  conviction,  shall,  for  every  such 
offence,  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred 
dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  three 
years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  before  whom 
such  conviction  is  had. 

Sec  21.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every 
person  who,  from  and  after  the  passaj^e  of  this 
act,  shall  procur^,  aid,  advise,  or  assist  in  the 
doinfi;  or  perpetration  of  any  of  the  acts  or  crimes 
by  this  act  forbidden  to  be  done  or  performed, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  satne  penalties  and  punish- 
ments as  the  persons  are  subject  to  who  shall  actu- 
ally do  or  perpetrate  any  of  said  acts  or  crimes, 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sbc.2§.  Andoeit  further  enacted,  That  every 
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l^ersoQ  who  shall  be  imprisoned  by  a  jadgmeDt  of 
court,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  eighteenth,  nine- 
teenth, twentieth,  or  twenty-first  seetion  of  this 
act,  shall  be  kept  at  hard  labor  during  the  period 
of  such  imprisonment. 

Sec.  23.  And  be  U  Juriher  enacted^  That  the 
postmasters  shall,  respectively,  publish  at  the  ex- 
piratiou  of  every  three  montns,  or  oftener,  when 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  so  direct,  in  one  of 
the  newspapers  published  at  or  nearest  the  place 
of  his  residence,  for  three  successive  weeks,  a  list 
of  all  the  letters  r^maioing  in  their  respective 
offices,  or,  instead  thereof,  shall  make  out  a  num- 
ber of  such  lists,  and  cause  them  to  be  posted  at 
such  public  places  in  their  vicinity,  as  shall  ap* 
pear  to  them  best  adapted  for  the  information  of 
the  parties  concerned ;  and  at  the  expiration  of 
the  next  thre^^  months,  shall  send  snch  of  the  said 
letters  as  then  remain  on  hand,  as  dead  letters,  to 
the  General. Post  Office,  where  the  same  shall  be 
opened  and  inspected ;  and  if  any  valuable  papers, 
or  matter  of  consequence  shall  be  found  therein, 
it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  Qeneral.to 
return  such  letter,  to  the  writer  thereof,  or  cause  a 
descriptive  list  thereof  to  be  inserted  in  one  of  the 
newspapers  published  at  the  place  most  conveni- 
ent to  the  supposed  residence  of  the  owner,  if 
within  the  United  Slates ;  and  such  letter,  and 
the  contents,  shall  be  preserved  to  be  delivered  to 
the  person  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  addressed, 
upon  payment  of  the  postage  and  the  expense  of 
publication.  And  if  such  letter,  with  its  con- 
tends, be  not  demanded  by  the  person  to  whom 
it  is  addressed,  or  the  owner  thereof,  or  his  law- 
ful agent,  within  two  years  after  the  advertise- 
ment thereof,  as  aforesaid,  the  said  contents  shall 
be  applied  to  the. use  of  the  United  States,  until 
the  same  shall  be  reclaimed  by  the  proprietor 
thereof ;  the  manner  of  such  application  to  be 
stated  by  the  Postmaster  General  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury. 

Sec.  24.  And  be  tt  further  enacted^  That  let- 
ters and  packets  to  and  from  the  following  officers 
of  the  United  States,  shall  be  received  and  con- 
veyed by  post,  free  ot  postage :  each  postmaster, 
provided  each  of  his  letters  or  packets  shall  not 
exceed  half  an  ounce  in  weight;  each  member 
of  the  Senate,  and  each  member  and  delegate  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States;  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate, 
and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  pro- 
vided each  letter  or  packet  shall  not  exceed  two 
ounces  in  weight,  and  during  their  actual  attend- 
ance in  any  session  o!  Congress,  and  twenty  days 
after  such  session,  and  in  case  of  excess  of  weiffbt, 
that  excess  alone  shall  be  paid  for;  the  President 
of  the  United  States ;  Vice  President,  the  Secre- 
taries of  State,  of  the  Treasury,  of  War,  of  the 
Navy;  the  Attorney  General,  the  Comptroller, 
Treasurer,  Auditor,  Register,  Supervisor  of  the 
Direct  Tax  for  the  district  of  South  Carolina, 
Superintendent  of  Indian  Trade,  Purveyor,  the 
Inspector  and  Paymaster  of  the  Army,  Account- 
ants of  the  War  and  Navy  Departments,  Post- 
master General,  and  the  Ai'sistants  Postmaster 
General ;  John  Adams,  a  former  President  of  the 


United  States;  and  TiM>ma8  Jeffersm^ klc Pica- 
dent  of  the  United  States;  and  they  mtfall 
receive  their  newspapers  by  post,  free  of  pottge: 
Provided^  That  the  members  of  the  SeBtleiad 
House  of  Representatives,  Secretary  of  tbeSei- 
ate,  and  Clerk  of  the  House  of  RepreseDttttro, 
shall  receive  their  newspapers  free  of  posiift 
only  during  any  session  of  Congress,  aad  twetty 
days  after  the  expiration  of  the  same;  iadprv- 
vided,  That  no  letter  or  packet  from  toy  pohlic 
officer,  shall  be  conveyed  by  post,  fiee  of  postigt 
unlpss  he  shall  frank  the  same,  by  writiag  bs 
name  and  office  on  the  outside  of  soch  letter  oi 
packet,  and  until  he  has  previously  famished  \k 
postmaster  of  the  office  where  he  shall  depose 
the  same  with  a  specimen  of  his  signstare. 

Sbc.  25.  And  be  it  Jurther  enacted,  That  H 
any  person  shall  frank  letters  other  than  tlioK 
written  by  himself,  or  by  his  order,  on  the  bw* 
ness  of  his  office,  he  shall,  on  conviction  tbem£ 
pay  a  fine  of  ten  dollars;  Provided^  Thtt  tk 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  Secretary  of  Sine, 
Secretary  of  War,  Secretary  of  the  Niry,  ii4 
Postmaster  General,  may  frank  letters  or  packets 
on  official  business,  prepared  in  any  other  pnUic 
office  in  the  absence  of  the  principal  tkwd. 
And  if  any  person  having  the  right  to  ROflre 
his  letters  free  of  postage^  shall  reeeif e,  eadosd 
to  him,  any  letter  or  packet  addressed  to  a  penea 
not  having  that  right,  it  shall  be  his  datf  to  n- 
turn  the  totne  to  the  post  office,  markioj^  tbaeoD 
the  place  from  whence  it  came,  thatitnafbe 
charged  with  postage.  And  if  any  pecson  ikall 
counterfeit  the  handwriting  or  frank  of  ainrper 
son,  or  cause  the  same  to  be  done,  in  oner  lo 
avoid  the  payment  of  postage,  each jpersos  » 
offending  skall  pay  for  every  such  ofieice  Mij 
dollars. 

Sec.26.  And  be  it  Juriher  enacUd,  Tktertnr 
printer  of  newspapers  may  send  oae  f^}^ 
each  and  every  other  printer  of  newspapenwitk- 
in  the  United  States,  free  of  postage,  under  sfo 
regulations  as  the  Postmaster  General  shall  pro- 
vide. 

Sec.  27.  And  be  U Jurther  enacted  That  lU 
newspapers  conveyed  in  the  mail  shall  he  vk 
cover,  open  at  one  end,  and  charged  with  ap«rt' 
age  01  one  cent  each,  for  any  distance  not  more 
than  one  hundred  miles,  and  one  and  a  balfeeaa 
for  any  ereater  distance:  Provided,  That  » 
postage  of  a  single  newspaper  from  any  oae  pia^ 
to  another,  in  the  same  State,  shall  not  exeen 
one  cent ;  and  that  the  Postmaster  General  si* 
require  those  who  receive  newspapers  by  po8i,K 
pay  always  the  amount  of  one  quarter**  posaf 
in  advance.  If  any  person  employed  in  aay*- 
partment  of  the  Post  Office  shall  improperly*- 
tain,  delay,  or  embezzle,  or  destroy  any  ww* 
paper,  or  sliall  permit  any  other  person  iodo» 
like,  or  shall  open,  or  permit  any  other  toy> 
any  mail  or  packet  of  newspapers  not  directs  to 
the  office  where  he  is  employed,  he  shall,  oo^ 
viction  thereof,  forfeit  a  sum  not  exeeediaf  u^ 
dollars  for  every  such  offence.  And  if  any ««'' 
person  shall  open  any  mail  or  packet  of  ^^^^ 
pers,  or  shall  embeide  or  destroy  thesaoeji* 
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^wkg  direcud  to  himself,  or  not  beine  authorized 
.    to  receive  aod  open  the  same,  he  shall,  on  con  vie- 
tioD  thereof,  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty 
dollars  for  every  such  offence.    And  if  any  per- 
aon  shall  take  e)r  steal  any  packet,  bag, or  mail  of 
newspapers,  from  or  out  of  any  post  o£ce,  or  from 
any  person  having  custody  thereof,  such  person 
shall.  00  conviction,  be  imprisoned,  not  exceed- 
ioff  tnree  mouths  for  every  such  offence,  to  be  kept 
at  hard  labor  during  the  period  of  such  imprison- 
meat*    If  any  person  shall  eadose  or  conceal  a 
letter  or  other  thing,  or  any  memorandum  in  wri- 
ting io  M.  newspaper  or  among  any  package  of 
sewspapera,  which  he  shall  have  delivered  into 
any  post  office,  or  to  any  person  for  that  purpose, 
in  order  that  the  same  may  be  carried  hy  post, 
free  of  letter  postage,  he  shall  forfeit  the  sum  of 
five  dollars  for  every  such  offence ;  and  the  leuer, 
newspaper,  package,  or  memorandum,  or  other 
thiag,  shall  not  be  delivered   to  the  person  to 
ivbom  it  is  directed  until  the  amount  of  single 
letter  postage  is  paid  for  each  article  of  which  Uie 
packase  shall    be  composed.     No  newspapers 
shall  b^  received  by  the  postmasters^o  be  con- 
veyed by  post,  unless  they  are  sufficiently  dried 
and  eoclosed,  in  proper  wrappers,  on  whicb^  be- 
side the  direction,  shall  be  noted  the  number  of 
papers  which  are  enclosed  for  subscribers  and  the 
number  for  printers*    The  postmaster  General,  in 
any  contract  he  may  enter  into  fpr  the  conveyance 
of  the  mail,, may  authorize  the  person  with  whom 
such  contract  is  k^  be  made,  to  carry  newspapers, 
magazines,  and  pam^lets^  other  than  those  con- 
Teyed  ki  the  maiL    When  the  mode  of  convey- 
ance and  the  size  of  the  mails  will  admit  of  U, 
OMgaziaes  and  pamphlets  may  be  transported  in 
the  mail  at  one  cent  a  sheet,  for  apy  distance  not 
exceeding  fifty  miles,  at  one  cent  and  an  half  for 
any  distance  over  fifty  and  aot  exceeding  one 
hundred  mile9,and  twoc^its  for  any  greater  dis- 
tance. 

Sec  28.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the 
Postmaster  General  be  authorized  to  allow  to  the 
postmasters,  respectively,  such  commissioii  on  the 
moneys  arising  from  the  postage  of  letters  and 
packeis  as  shall  be  adequate  to  their  respective 
services  and  expenses :  Provided^  That  the  said 
eoromiseion  shall  not  exceed  thirty  per  c^nt.  on 
the  first  btrndred  dollars  collected  in  one  quarter, 
and  twenty-five  per  cent,  on  a  sum  over  one  hun- 
dred and  not  more  than  three  hupdred ;  and 
tarepty  per  cent,  on  any  sum  over  four  bundred 
and   not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars;  and 
eight  per  o^t.  on  any  sum  collected,  being  over 
two  thousand  four  hundred  dollars ;  except  to  (he 
postmaster  who  may  be  employed  in  receiving 
and  dispatching  foreign  mails,  whose  compensa- 
aioD  may  be  augmented,  not  exceeding  twenty- 
five  dollars,  in  one  quarter,  and  excepting  to  the 
postmasters  at  offices  where  the  mail  is  regularly 
to   arrive,  between  the  hours  of  nine  o'clock  at 
night  and  five  o'clock  in  the  morning;  whose 
commission  on  the  first  hundred  dollars  collected 
in  one  quarter,  may  be  increased  to  a  sum  not 
exceeding  fifty  per  cent.    The  Postmaster  Qeo- 
erai  oiay  allow  to  the  postmasters,  respectively,  a 


commission  of  fifty  per  cent,  on  the  money  aris- 
ing from  the  postage  of  newspapers,  magazines, 
and  pamphlets ;  and  to  the  postmasters,  whose 
compensation  shall  not  exceed  five  hundred  dol- 
dais  in  one  quarter,  two  cents  for  every  free  letter 
delivered  out  of  the  office,  excepting  such  as  are 
for  the  postmaster  himself;  and  each  postmaster 
who  shall  be  required  to  keep  a  register  of  the 
arrival  and  departure  of"  the  mails,  shall  be  al- 
lowed ten  cents  for  each  monthly  return  which 
he  makes  thereof  to  the  General  Post  Office. 

Sec  29.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any 
postmaster  or  other  person  authorized  to  receive 
the  postage  of  letters  and  packets  shall  neglect 
or  refuse  to  render  his  accounts,  and  pay  over  to 
the  Postmaster  General  the  balance  by  him  due 
at  the  end  of  every  three  months,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  cause  a  suit  to 
be  commenced  affainst  the  person  or  perspns  so 
neglecting  or  refusing;  and  if  the.  Postmaster 
General  shall  not  c^se  such  suit  to  be  commen- 
ced within  six  months  from  the  end  of  every 
such  three  months,  the  balances  due  from  every 
such  delinquent  shall  be  charged  to  and  recoverable 
from  the  Postmaster  General.  That  all  suits 
which  shall  be  hereafter  commenced  for  the  re- 
covery of  debts  or  balances  due  to  the  General 
Post  Office,  whether  they  appear  by  bond  or  obli- 
gations made  in  the  name  or  the  existing  or  any 
preceding  Postmaster  General,  or  otherwise,  shall 
be  instituted  in  the  name  of  the "  Postmaster 
General  of  the  United  States."  That  certified 
copies,  under  the  seal  of  the  General  Post  Office, 
of  the  accounts  current  of  the  several  postmasters, 
after  the  same  shall  have  been  examined  and  ad- 
justed at  that  office,  shall  be  admiUed  as  evidence 
in  all  suits  brought  by  the  Postmaster  General 
for  the  recovery  of  balances  or  debts  due  from 
postmasters,  and,  in  like  manner,  copies  of  such 
accounts  current  as  are  lodged  in  the  office  of  the 
Register  of  the  Treasury,  certified  by  the  Register 
under  the  seal  of  his  office,  shall  be  admitted  as 
evidence. 

Sec.  30.  And  be  it  furthem  enacted.  That  if  any 
postmaster  or  other  person  who  shall  receive  and 
open,  or  dispatch  mails,  shall  neglect  to  render 
accounts  for  one  month  after  the  time,  and  in  the 
form  and  manner  prescribed  hy  law,  and  by  the 
Postmaster  General's  instructions  conformable 
therewith,  he  shall  forfeit  double  the  value  of  the 
postages  which  «hall  have  arisen,  at  the  same 
office  in  any  equal  portion  of  time  .previous  or 
subsequent  thereto;  or  in  case  no  account  shall 
ji^ve  been  rendered  at  the  time  of  trial  of  such 
case,  th^n  such  sum  as  ihe  court  or  jury  shall  ee- 
timate  equivalent  thereto,  to  be  recovered  by  the 
Postmaster  General  inaQ  action  on  the  case. 

Sec.  31.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  all 
pecuniary  penalties  and  forfeitures,  incurred  under 
this  act,  shall  be  one  half  for  the  use  of  the  per- 
son or  persons  informing  and  prosecuting  for  the 
same,  and  the  other  half  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States. 

Sec.  32.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  it 
shall,  be  lawful  for  the  Postmaster  General  to 
make  provisioni  where  it  may  be  necessary,  for 
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the  receipt  of  all  letters  and  packets  intended  to 
be  conveyed  by  any  ship  or  vessel  beyond  sea,  or 
from  any  port  in  the  United  States,  to  another 
port  therein ;  and  the  letters  so  received  shall  be 
formed  into  a  mail^  sealed  up  and  directed  to  the 
postmaster  of  the  port  to  which  such  ship  or  ves- 
sel shall  be  bound.  And  for  every  letter  or 
packet  so  received,  there  shall  be  paid  at  the  time 
of  its  reception,  a  postage  of  one  cent,  which  sball 
be  for  the  use  of  the  postmasters,  respectively,  re- 
ceiving the  same.  And  the  Postmaster  Qeneral 
may  make  arrangements  with  the  postmasters  in 
any  foreign  country,  for  ihe  reciprocal  receipt 
and  delivery  of  letters  and  packets  through  tne 
post  offices. 

Sec.  33.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the 
postmasters  and  the  persons  employed  in  the  tran- 
sportation of  the  mail  shall  be  exempt  irom  mili- 
tia duties,  and  serving  on  juries,  or  any  fine  or 
penalty  for  neglect  thereof. 

Sec.  34.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  letter 
carriers  shall  be  eipployed  at  such  post  offices  as 
the  Postmaster  General  shall  direct,  for  the  de- 
livery of  letters  in  the  places,  respectively,  where 
such  post  offices  are  established ;  and  for  the  de- 
liver/ of  each  such  letter,  the  letter  carrier  may 
receive  of  the  person  to  whom  the  deliverv  is 
made,  two  cents :  Provided^  That  no  letter  shi^U 
be  delivered  to  such  letter  carrier  for  distribution, 
addressed  to  any  person  who  shall  have  lodged  at 
the  post  office  a  written  r^uest  that  his  letters 
shall  be  detained  in  the  office.  And  fbr  every 
letter  lodged  at  any  post  office,  not  to  be  carried 
by  post,  but  to  be  delivered  at  the  place  where  it 
is  to  .be  so  lodged,  the  postmaster  shall  receive 
one  cent  of  the  person  to  whom  it  shall  be 
delivered. 

Sec.  35.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  all 
causes  of  action  arising  under  this  act  may  be 
sued,  and  all  offenders  a^inst  this  act  may  be 
prosecuted,  before  the  justices  of  the  peace,  magis- 
trates and  other  judicial  courts  of  the  several 
States,  and  of  the  several  Territories  of  the  Uni- 
ted States,  they  having  competent  jurisdiction  by 
the  laws  of  such.  States  or  Territories,  to  the  trial 
of  claims  and  demands  of  as  great  value,  and  of 
the  prosecutions  where  the  punishments  are  of  as 
^eat  extent ;  and  such  justices,  magistrates,  or 
judiciary,  shall  take  cognizance  thereof,  and  pro- 
ceed to  judgment  and  execution,  as,  in  other  cases. 

Sec.  36.  And  beit further  enacted,  That  in  all 
suits  or  causes  arising  under  this  act,  the  court 
shall  proceed  to  trial,  and  render  judgment  the 
first  term  after  such  suit  shall  be  commenced ; 
Provided  always.  That  whenever  service  of  the 

I  process  shall  not  have  been  made  twenty  days  at 
tost  previous  to  the  return  day  of  such  term,  the 
defendant  shall  be  entitled  to  one  continuance,  if 
the  court,  on  the  statement  of  such  defendant, 
shall  judge  it  expedient :  Prcrnded  also.  That  if 
the  defendant  in  such  suits  shall  make  affidavit 
that  he  has  a  claim  against  the  General  Post 
Office,  not  allowed  by  the  Postmaster  General, 
although  submitted  to  him  conformably  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Post  Office,  and  shall  specify 
such  claim  in  the  affidavit,  ana  that  he  could  not 


be  prepared  for  the  trial  at  such  term  for  wHt  ef 
evidence,  the  court  in  such  case,  being  sitiified 
in  those  respects,  may  grant  a  contiiraance  ootO 
the  next  sueceedme  term. 

Sec.  37.  And  be  tt  further  enacted,l\ax\\M 
be  the  duty  of  the  Postmaster  General  to  npon. 
annually  to  Congress,  every  post  road  wtidi 
shall  not^  after  the  second  year  from  its  establisl- 
ment,  have  produced  one-third  of  the  expense  if 
carrying  the  mail  on  the  same. 

Sic.  38.  And  be  itfur^^er  enacted,  Tbtt  tbcR 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  deputy  postmaster,  it  t^ 
City  of  Washington,  for  his  extraordinrf  a 
penses,  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  the  datKscf 
his  office,  an  additional  compensation,  stthente 
of  one  tnousand  dollars  per  annum,  to  be  ptk 
out  of  the  funds  of  the  Post  Office  EsubHshment 

Sec.  39.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tk 
Adjutant  General  of  the  militia  of  each  Stitetri 
Territory  shall  have  the  right  to  receifCjby  !b4 
free  of  postage,  from  any  Major  or  Brigidief 
General  thereof,  and  to  transmit  to  said  Geomfa^ 
any  letter  or  packet,  retattDg  solely  to  the  milhii 
of  such  State  or  Territory:  Provided,  dwf 
That  every  such  officer,  before  he  delireis  iif 
such  letter  or  paekaee  for  transmission,  sktlL  a 
his  own  proper  handwriting,  on  the  outside  itoe 
of,  endorse  tne  nature  of  the  papers  eDcloseiiad 
thereto  ^bseribe  his  name  ana  office,  and  shall 
previously  furnish  the  postmaster  of  tlie  (ifte 
where  he  shall  deposite  the  samewithaspeeJaeo 
of  his  signature.  >  And  if  any  such  officer  skill 
frank  anv  letter  or' package  in  whieli  shall  k 
contained  anything  relative  to  any  snlneet  other 
than  of  the  militia  of  such  State  or  Territory, 
every  offender  ^hall,  on  conviption  of  eferjswk 
offence,  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  of  fifty  ddlais. 

Sec.  40.  And  be  UfurOier  enacted,  That  /hm 
and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Septeahcr  oat, 
whenever  the  annual  emoluments  ofaaypo^ 
master,  after  deducting  therefrom  the  expeoo- 
tures  incident  to  his  office,  shall  amooatto  isor 
than  two  thousand  dollars,  the  surplos  M  k 
accounted  for^  and  paid  to  the  Postmaster  G» 
eral,  and  by  him  to  be  aocounted  for  i^  ^  ** 
manner  as  other  moneyal  accruing  from  therotf 
Office  Bstablishment. 

Sec.  41.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ewy 
deputy  postmaster,  the  receipt  (rf  whose  office  a- 
ceedsone  thousand  dollars  a  year,  shall,  oa  t» 
last  day  of  September  in  each  year,  trtosmit  is 
the  Postmaster  General  of  the  United  Stacesi 
statement  of  the  expenses  of  the  office  nodcr » 
direction,  of  the  number  of  clerks,  with  the  oe 
they  have  been  severally  employed  therein,  «*» 
their  respective  names  and  ages. 

Sec.  42.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  Tha^ 
atid  after  the  first  day  of  June  next,  the  s«^ 
section  of  an  act,  entitled  « An  act  to  e^aliW 
the  Post  Office  and  post  roads  within  theUiiW 
States,'^  approved  on  the  eighth  day  of  M«]f>** 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-four. twW 
act,  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  the  P<»»^ 
of  the  United  States,"  approved  on  the««*2 
day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  iw 
ninety-nine,  and  all  other  acts  and  parts  of  if^ 
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heretofore  passed  for  the  regulation  and  govern- 
ment of  the  Qeneral  Post  Office,  and  of  the  Post- 
master General,  and  other  officers  and  agents 
employed  in  said  office,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are 
hereby,  repealed :  Promded^  Tiiat  an  act,  entitled 
"An  act  concerning  public  contracts,"  approved 
on  the  twenty-first  day  of  April,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eight,  shall  be  and  ren^ain  in 
full  force,  and  no  post  road  heretofore  established 
shall  be  discontinued  by  this  act :  Provided^  alsoy 
That  hothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  exonerate  any  person  who  shall  not  liave  per- 
formed the  duty,  or  who  shall  have  violated  any 
of  the  prohibitions  contained  in  the  said  acts  from 
suits  or  prosecutions;  but,  as  to  all  bonds,  con- 
tracts, debts,  demands,  rights,  penalties,  punish- 
ments, which  have  been  made,  have  arisen,  or 
have  been  incurred,  or  which  shall  be  made,  arise, 
or  be  ineurred  previous  to  the  first  -day  of  June 
next,  the  said  acts  shall  have  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  though  this  act  had  not  been  made :  Pro- 
tided,  likewise^  That  the  Postmaster  General, 
Assistant  Postmaster  General,  deputy  postmasters, 
contractors  for  earrving  the  mail,  and  others  em- 
ployed under  the  aforesaid  acis,  shall  continue  to 
Qoid  their  several  offices,  appolntmenis,  and  trusts, 
until  they  are  otherwise  lemoved;  anything 
berein  contained  jthat  might  be  constciied  to  the 
contrary,  notwithstanding;  and  also  the  bonds 
Bvhich  they,  or  either  of  tnem,  have  given  or  may 
tive  for  the  faithful  execution  of  their  several 
[uties  and  offices,  shall  continue  to  have  tKes^me 
brc«  and  efifect,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as 
hough  this  act  had  not  been  made. 
Approved,  April  30^  1810. 

In  Act  fbrther  to  alter  and  amend  <<  An  act  proTiding. 
for  the  Third  Census,  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  United  States." 

Be  it  enacted^  t^.,  That  so  much  of  the  i^st 
ection  of  the  act,  passed  during  the  present  ses- 
ion  of  Congress,  entitled  "  An  act  providing  for 
be  third  census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabi- 
emts  of  the  United  States,"  as  relates  to  the 
^rms  of  the  oaths  or  affirmations  thereby  directed 
3  be  taken  by  the  marshals,  secretaries,  and  as- 
istants  therein. mentioned,  respectively,  shall  be, 
nd  hereby  is,  repealed ;  and  tnat  the  said  oaths 
r  afiirmaiions  snail  be  in  the  following  forms, 
lat  is  to  say :  The  marshals'  and  secretaries' 
ath,  in  the  form  following :  *'  I,  A  B,  marshal  of 
16  district  of  - — ,  (or  secretary  of  the  Territory 

f ,  as  the  case  may  be,j  do  solemnly  swear, 

r  afiSrm,  that  I  will  well  and  truly  cause  to  be 
lade  a  just  and  perfect  enumeration  and  descrip- 
on  of  all  persons  resident  within  mv  district,  (or 
'erritory,)  and  return  the  same  to  the  Secretary 
r  State,  agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  several 
»ts  of  Congress,  providing  for  the  third  census 
*  enumeration  or  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
tates,  according  to  the  best  of  my  ability."  And 
le  assistants'  oath  or  affirmation,  in  the  form  foi- 
wing :  *'  I,  A  B,  do  solemnly  swear,  or  affirm, 
at  I  will  make  a  just  and  perfect  enumeration 
id  description  of  all  persons  resident  within  the 
vision  assigned  to  me  for  that  purpose,  by  the 


marshal  of ,  (or  the  secretary  of  the  Territory 

of ,  as  the  case  may  be,)  and  make  due  re- 
turn thereof  to  the  said  marshal,  (or  secretary,) 
igreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  several  acts  of 
Congress  providinff  for  the  third  census  or  enu- 
meration of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  best  of  my  ability." 

Sec.  2.  And  he  itjurther  enacted.  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  marshal^  secretaries, 
and  their  assistants  aforesaid,  at  the  time  for 
taking  the  census  or  enumeration  aforesaid,  to 
take,  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  and  according  to  such  instructions  as 
he  shall  give,  an  account  of  the  several  manufac- 
turing establishments  and  manufactures  within 
their  several  districts,  Territories,  and  divisions. 
The  said  assistants  shall  make  return  of  the  same 
to  the  marshals  or  secretaries  of  their  respective 
districts  or  Territories,  and  the  said  marshals  and 
secretaries  shall  transmit  the  said  returns,  and 
abstracts,  thereof,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury, at  the  same  times  at  which  theyr  are  by  this 
act,  and  the  several  acts  to  which  this  act  is  an 
addition,  required,  respectively,  to  make  their  re- 
turn of  said  enumeration  to  the  Secretary  of 
State ;  for  the  performance  of  which  additional 
services  they  shall,  respectively,  receive  such 
compensation  as  shall  hereafter  be  provided  by 
law.— Approved,  May  1, 1810. 

An  Act  concerning  the  commercial  intercourse  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France, 
and  their  dependencies,  and  for  odier  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted^  ^c.  That,  from  and  after  the 
passage  of  this  act,  no  British  or  French  armed 
vessel  shall  be  permitted  to  enter  the  harbors  or 
waters  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States ; 
but  every  British  and  French  armed  vessel  is 
hereby  interdicted,  except  when  they  shall  be 
forcea  in  by  distress,  by  tne  dangers  of  the  sea,  or 
when /charged  with  despatches  or  business  from 
their  Government,  or  coming  as  a  public  packet 
for  the  conveyance  of  letters ;  in  wnich  cases,  as 
well  as  in  all  others,  when  they  shall  be  permitted 
to  enter,  the  commanding  officer  shall  immedi- 
ately report  his  vessel  to  tne  collector  of  the  dis- 
trict stating  the  object  or  causes  of  his  enterine 
the  harbors  or  water?  of  the  United  States :  ana 
shall  take  such  position  therein  as  shall  be  as- 
signed him  by  such  collector;  and  shall  conform 
himself^  his  vessel  and  crew,  to  such  regulations 
respectmg  health,  repairs,  supplies,  stay,  inter- 
course, and  departure,  as  snail  be  signified  to  him 
by  the  said  collector,  under  the  authority  and  di- 
rections of  ttie  President  of  the  United  States; 
and,  not  conforming  thereto,  shall  be  required  to 
depart  from  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  he  it  further  enacted.  That  all  pa- 
cific intercourse  with  any,  interdicted  foreign 
armed  vessels,  the  officers  or  crew  thereof,  is  here- 
by forbidden;  and  if  any  p>erson  shall  afford  any 
aid  to  such  armed  vessel  either  in  repairing  her, 
or  in  furnishing  her,  her  officers  or  crew,  witn  sup- 
plies of  any  kind  or  in  any  manner  whatsoever,  or 
if  any  pilot  shall  assist  in  naviffatin^  the  said 
armed  vessel,  contrary  to  this  pronibition,  unless 
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for  the  purpose  of  carrying  her  beyond  the  limits 
and  junsdictioQ  of  the  Uaited  States,  the  person 
or  persons  so  offending,  shall  be  liable  to  be  bound 
to  their  good  behaviour,  and  shall  moreover  for- 
feit and  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  recovered  upon  indictment  or  infor- 
mation, in  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction; 
one  iboiety  thereof  to  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  other  moiety  to  tne  person  who 
shall  give  information  and  prosecute  the  same  to 
effect :  Provided^  That  if  the  prosecution  shall 
be  by  public  officer  the  whole  forfeiture  shall  ac- 
crue to  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  all  the 
penalties  and  forfeitures  which  may  have  been 
incurred  under  the  act  entitled  ''An  act  to  in- 
terdict the  commercial  intercourse  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and 
their  dependencies,  and  for  other  .purposes,^'  and 
also  all  the  penalties  and  forfeitures  which  may 
have  been  incurred  under  the  act  laying  an  em- 
bargo on  all  ships  and  vessels  in  the  ports  and 
harbors  of  the  United  States,  or  under  any  of  the 
several  acts  supplementary  thereto,  or  to  enforce 
the  same^  or  under  the  acts  to  interdict  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France  and  their  dependen- 
cies, and  for  other  purposes,  shall  be  recovered 
and  distributed,  and  may  be  remitted  in  the  man- 
ner provided  by  the  said  acts  respectively,  and  in 
like  manner  as  if  the  said  actf  had  continued  in 
full  force  and  effect. 

Sec,  4.  And  be  if  further  enacted^  That  la  case 
either  Great  Britain  or  France  shall,  before  the 
third  day  of  March  next,  so  revoke  or  modify  her 
edicts  as  that  they  shall  cease  to  violate  the  neu- 
tral commerce  of  the  United  States,  which  fact 
the  President  of  the  Uaited  States  shall  declare 
by  proclamation,  and  ii*  the  other  nation  shall  not 
within  three  months  thereafter  sOrevokeor  mod- 
ify her  edicts  in  like  manner,  then  the  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eignth,  ninth,  tenth, 
and  eighteenth  sections  of  the  act,  entitled  ^An 
act  to  interdict  the  commercial  intercourse  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great  Britain  and 
France,  and  their  dependencies,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," shall,  from  and  after  the  expiration,  of 
three  months  from  the  date  of  the  proclamation 
aforesaid,  be  revived  and  have  full  force  and  effect. 
80  far  as  relates  to  the  dominions^  colonies,  ana 
dependencies,  and  to  the  articles  the  growth,  pro- 
duce, or  manufacture,  of  the  dominions,  colonies, 
and  dependencies  of  the  nation  thus  refusing  or 
neglecting  to  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts  in  the 
manner  aforesaid.  And  the  restrictions  imposed 
by  this  act  shall,  from  the  date  of  such  proclama^ 
tion,  cease  and  be  discontinued  in  relation  to  the 
pation  revoking  or  modifying  her  decrees  in  the 
manner  afores^d.— Approved,  May  1,  1810. 

An  Act  making  further  apptopriations  for  completing 
the  Capitol,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Be  it  enacted^  fc^  That,  in  addition  to  the  ap- 
propriations heretofore  made,  the  following  sums 
of  money  be,  and  the  same  Rte  hereby  appropri- 
ated, to  be  appplied  under  the  direction  of  the 


President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  porpoiei 
hereinafter  mentioned,  that  is  to  say: 

For  sculpture^  and  warminz  and  ventiiatio* 
the  Chamber  of  the  House  of  Representaurei 
seven  thousand  five  hundred  dollars : 

For  defraying  the  expense  of  compleiiog  the 
Court  room,  and  the  offices  of  the  Jadiciary.on 
the  east  side,  completing  the  Senate  Cbafflbo 
and  stopping  the  leaks  in  the  roof  of  the  notti 
wing  of  the  Capitol,  twenty  thousand  dollars: 

For  repairs  to  the  President's  house  and  of- 
ces.  five  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  Thai  it  be 
the  duty  of  the'  Superintendent  of  the  Citf  d 
Washington,  prior  to  any  fhrther  adranee;  of 
money  being  made,  to  call  for  all  claims  oowdoc 
on  account  of  materials  furnished  or  work  doae 
in  the  public  buildings,  in  order  that  the  ane 
fnay  be  liquidated  and  paid. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  tke 
several  sums  of  money  hereby  appropriated  dnli 
be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Tretsorj  ooc 
otherwise  appropriated. — Approved,  Biiy  1, 1910- 


An  Act  confirming  the  dectdona  of  the  ( 
in  fvfv  of  the  ckimanto  of  land  is  the  IMct  i 


Be  a  enacted,  fc.  That  all  thedeeisiowiide 
by  the  commissioaers  appointed  for  the  parpose 
of  examining  the  claims  of  persons  daimiaf  iiai 
in  the  district  of  Kaikaskia,  in  favor  of  sachdaiah 
ants,  as  entered  in  the  transcript  of  deciaoas, 
bearing  date  the  thirty-first  day  of  Deeeober. 
eighteen  hundred  and  nine,  which  harf  bM 
transmitted  by  the  said  commissionen  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  the  Treasury  according  to  liw.be,aBi 
the  same  are  hereby  confirmed. 

Approved,  May  1, 1610. 

An  Act  making  appropriations  for  carrying  iit^*''^ 
certain  Indian  treaties. 

Be  it  enacUd,  f  c.  That,  for  the  P^T^^^ 
rying  into  effect  a  treaty  between  the  Uniw 
Slates  and  the  Delaware,  Pottewatimies,andBe 
river  tribes  of  Indians,  concluded  at  FortWiynj 
on  the  thirtieth  day  of  September,  one  thot«M 
eight  hundred  and  nine,  the  sum  of  one  thoosiis 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  is  hereby  app 
priated,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  tribes  anntiallj,* 
follows : 

To  the  Delawares,  five  hundred  dollan; 

To  the  MiamieS)  five  hundred  dollars; 

To  the  Eel  river  tribe,  two  hundred  aDdW! 
dollars  5 

To  the  Pottawatamies^  five  hundred  dolian, 

Which  several  annuities  shall  be  Pfr^fJ*"^ 

Sec.  2.  And  be  U  further  enacted, ,  That,  for o^ 
rying  into  effect  a  separate  article  entered  »» 
between  the  United  States  and  the  MiamioMJ 
Eel  river  tribes  of  Indians,  at  Fort  Wayi^^ 
the  thirtieth  of  September,  one  ^^^o^^JV.'S. 
hundred  and  nine,  the  sum  of  five  ^^^^^ 
lars  annually  is  hereby  appropriated,  f'J'"jV^ 
of  three  years,  and  no  longer.  And  a  fB^V**^ 
nuity  of  two  hundred  dollars  to  the  Miamietni^ 
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of  Indians ;  and  to  the  Wea  and  Bel  river  tribes 
a  fonlier  annoity  of  one  hoodred  dollars  each, 
Tvbieb  shall  be  permanent. 

Sm.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  for  car- 
ryiotf  intoefiect  a  treaty  coneloded  at  Port  Wayne, 
on  the  t wenty^stxth  day  of  Oeiober,  one  thousand 
eight  hnndred  and  nin«,  between  the  United 
Stales  and  the  Wea  tribe  of  Indians,  the  sam  of 
one  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  ap- 
pfTopriated,  and  a  further  sum  of  three  hundred 
dollars  annually,  which  annuity  shall  be  per- 
iBanenn 

Sac  4.  Andbeitjurtherenacied,  That,  for  car- 
rying into  effect  a  treaty  concluded  at  vincen- 
ii€B,  on  the  ninth  day  of  December,  one  thou- 
sand eight,  hundred  and  nine,  between  tbe  Igni- 
ted States  and  the  Kickapoo  tribr  of  Indians,  the 
SQIJB  of  five  hundred  dollars  is  hereby  appropri- 
ated, to  be  paid  annually  to  the  said  tribe,  which 
MiBUfty  shaU  be  pt rmanent. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enaetedj  That  tbe 
soTenU  sums  appropriated  by  this  act,  shall  be 
fHiid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  notother- 
—^-1  appropriated.— Artn'oved  May  1, 1810. 


An  Act  fixing  the  eouMOMation  of  public  Minlsten, 

and  of  OoiwqIs  residing  on  the  coast  of  Barbarf^ 

and  ivr  other  purposes. 

Beit.enaeted,  fc,  That  the  President  of  the 
united  States  shall  not  allow  to  any  Minister 
PlenioQtetitlary  a  greater  sum  thun  at  the  rate  of 
nine  thousand  dbllars  per  annum,  as^a  cocppensa* 
tioD  for  all  his  personal  services  and  expenses  f 
nor  to  any  Charge  des  Al&ires,  a  grei^ter  sum 
than  at  the  rate  of  ityur  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensation  for  all  his 
personal  services  and  expenses  5  nor  to  the  secrc* 
tary  of  any  Legation  or  Embassy  to  any  foreign 
country,  or  secretary  of  any  Minister  Plenipo- 
tentiary, a  greater  fium  than  at  the  rate  of  two 
thousatid  doUirs  per  annum,  as  a  compensation 
for  ail  his  personal  services  and  expenses;  nor  to 
any  Consul  who  shall  be  appointed  tb  reside  at 
Algiers,  a  ffreater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  four 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensation 
fm  all  his  personal  services  and  expenses ;  nor 
to  any  other  Consul  who  shall  be  appointed  to 
reside  at  any  other  of  the  States  on  the  coast  of 
Barbary,  a  greater  sum  than  at  the  rate  of  two 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  a  compensation 
for  all  his  personal  services  andeipenses;  nor 
skall  there  be  appointed  more  than  one  Consul 
for  any  one  of  the  said  States :  Provided,  It  shsll 
be  lawful  for  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  allow  to  a  Minister  Plentpotentisry  or  Charge 
des  Affiiires,  on  going  from  the  United  States  to  any 
foreign  country,  an  outfit,  whicn  shaH  in  no^case 
exceed  one  year's  full  salary  of  such  Minister  or 
Charff^  des  Affaires;  but  no  Consul  shall  be  al- 
lowed an  outfit  in  any  case  whatever,  any  usage 
or  custom  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

filBc.  2.  And  be  it  fiirther  enacted,  That,  to 
entitle  aaj[  Chargjfe  des  Affaires,  or  secretary  to 
any  Legation  or  JBmbassy  to  any  foi^eign  coun- 
try, or  secretary  of  any  Minister  Plenipotentiary, 
to  the  compensation  hereinbefore  prorided,  they 


shall  respectively  be  appointed  by  tbe  President' 
of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate ;  but,  in  the  recess  of  the 
Senate,  the  President  is  hereby  authorized  to 
make  such  appointments,  which  shall  be  submit«> 
ted  to  the  Senate  at  the  next  session  thereafter, 
for  tbeir  advice  and  consent ;  and  no  compensa- 
tion shall  be  allowed  to  any  Cbarg^  des  Aflkires, 
or  any  of  the  secretaries  hereinbefore  described, 
who  shall  not  be  appointed  as  aforesaid :  Pro* 
vided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  authorize  any  appointment  of  a  sec* 
retary  to  any  Charge  des  Aflnires,  or  to  any  Con- 
sul residing  on  the  Barbary  coast,  or  to  sanction 
any  claim  against  the  United  States  for  expense 
incident  to  the  same,  any  usage  or  custom  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Sfec.  3.  And  he  it  furwer  enacted,  That  where 
any  sum  or  sums  of  monej^  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury,  ui^der  any  law  making  appropria- 
tion for  the  contingent  expenses  of  intercourse 
b^ween  the  United  States  and  foreign  nations, 
the  President  shaH  be  and  be  hereby  is  author- 
ized  to  cause  the  same  to  be  duly  settled,  annu- 
ally, with  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Treasury, 
in  the  maimer  following,  that  is  to  say ;  By  caus- 
ing the  same  to  be  accounted  for  specially  in  all 
instances  wherein  the  expenditure  thereof  maf 
in  his  judgment  be  made  public,  and  by  making 
a  certificate  of  the  amount  of  such  expenditures 
as  he  may  think  it  advisable  not  to  speciQri  and 
every  such  certificate  shall  be  deemed  a  suffioient 
voucher  for  tbe  sum  or  sums  therein  expressed 
to  have  been  expended. 

Saai.  And  be  it  fiirther  macted,  That  it  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  theCuasMls  of  the  United  States, 
residing  on  the  Barbary  coast,  or  either  of  then, 
to  expend  or  to  disburse  or  pay,  or  caused  to  be 
paid,  for  any  purpose  or  on  any  pretence  what- 
ever, not  authorized  by  law,  to  any  one  of  the 
Barbarv  Powers,  or  to  the  officers  or  subjects 
thereof,  a  greater  sum  tban  three  thousand  dol- 
lars in  any  one  year,  with  intent  to  charge  the 
United  StMes  witb  tbe  same,  without  first  ob- 
tailing  a  special  approbation  in  writing,  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  for  that  purpose. 
And  every  such  Consul  who  shall,  after  notice  of 
this  act,  expend  or  disburse,  or  pay  or  cause  to  be 
paid  for  any  purpose  or  any  pretence  wbaterer, 
not  authorized  by  law,  to  any  one  of  tbe  Bar- 
bary Powers,  or  to  the  officers  or  subjects  there' 
of,  a  greater  sum  than  three  thousand  dollars  in 
any  one  year,  or  shall  be  aiding  or  assisting  there- 
in, without  first  obtaining  the  approbation  of  the 
President  as  aforesaid,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  to  the 
Treasury  of  the  United  States  a  sum  equal  to 
one  half  his  yearly  compensation;  and  shall, 
moreover,  stand  charged  with  and  beaccountable 
for  all  moneys  so  disbursed  or  paid,  contrary  to 
the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sbc.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from 
and  aAer  the  first  day  of  November  next,  no 
Consul  of  the  United  States,  residing^on  tbe  Bar> 
bary  coast,  shall  own,  in  whole  or  in  part,  any 
ship  or  vessel,  to  be  concerned  directly  or  indi- 
rectly in  the  cxporution  firom,  or  importation  to. 
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any  of  the  States  od  the  coast  of  Barbary,  of  any 
goods,  wares^  or  merchaDdise,  on  penalty  that 
eyery  Consul  so  offending,  and  being  thereof  con- 
victed, shall  for  every  offence  forfeit  a  sum  not 
eiceeding  one  thousand  dollars. 

Sec.  6.  And  he  U  further  enacted^  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Consols  residing  on  the  Bar- 
bary coast  to  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  annually,  an  account  of  all  moneys  re- 
ceived, and  of  ail  disbursements  or  expenditures 
made  bj  them,  respectively,  for  or  on  account  of 
the  United  States,  and  the  particular  purpose  to 
which  the  moneys  have  been  applied,  and  the 
vouchers  to  support  the  same :  and  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  shall  transmit  to  Congress, 
within  two  months  after  the  commencement  of 
the  first  session  thereof,  in  every  year,  a  state- 
ment of  all  the  moneys  disbursed  from  the  Trea- 
sury of  the  United  States,  for  expenses  of  inter- 
course with  the  Barbary  Powers  during  the 
preceding  vear,  therein  noting,  as  far  as  can  be 
ascertained  at  the  Treasury,  the  sums  received 
by  the  agents  or  Consuls,  and  the  purposes  to 
which  the  same  have  been  applied. 

Seo.  7.  And  be  U  further  enacted,  That  the  act, 
entitled  "An  act  in  addition  to  the  law  of  the 
United  States  conceroiag  Consuls  and  Vice  Con- 
suls," approved  July  sixtb,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  nioety-seven,  and  the  act,  entitled 
"An  act  to  ascertain  the  compensation  of  public 
Ministers,"  approved  -May  the  tenth,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby 
repealed.— Approved,  May  1, 1810. 


An  Act  in  addition  to  an  act,  entitled  <<An  act  con- 
cerning the  Library  for  the  use  of  both  Houses  of 
Congress." 

Be  it  enacted,  fc.  That  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  SpeaKer'of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, for  the  time  being,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  to  grant  the  use  of  the  hooks  in  the 
Library  of  Congress,  to  the  agent  of  the  joint 
committee  of  Congress  appointed  in  relation  to 
the  Library,  on  the  same  terms,  conditions,  and 
restrictions,  as  members  of  Congress  are  allowed 
to  use  saiid  books,  anything  contained  in  any  for- 
mer law  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

Approved,  May  1, 1810. 

An  Act  authorizing  a  loai^  of  money,  for  a  sum  not 
exceeding  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the  public 
debt,  reimbursable  during  the  year  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  ten. 

Be  it  enacted^  f  c.  That  the  President  of  the 
United  States  be  and  he  is  hereby  empowered  to 
borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States,  a  sum 
not  exceeding  the  amount  of  the  principal  of  the 
public  debt,  which  will  be  reimbursed,  according 
to  law,  during  the  ];)reseot  year,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund,  at  a  rate  of  interest 
payable  quarter  yearlv,  not  exceeding  six  per 
centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable  at  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  United  States,  or  at  such  period  as  may 
be  stipulated  bv  contract,  not  exceeding  six  years, 
from  the  first  oay  of  January  next;  to  he  applied, 


in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the  Treararjr, 
or  which  may  be  received  therein  from  otker 
sources  daring  the  present  year,  to  defray  ur  of 
the  public  expenses  which  are,  or  may  be  author- 
ized by  law.  The  stock  thereby  created,  ikill 
be  transferable  in  the  same  manner  as  isproiided 
by  law  for  the  transfer  of  the  funded  debt.  It 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  Bank  of  the  United  Sttta 
to  lend  the -said  sum  or  any  part  thereof  j  tod  it 
is  further  hereby  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed 
a  good  execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  ibr 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  approlii- 
tion  of  the  President  of  the  United  Sute^  to 
cause  to  be  constituted  certificates  of  stock,sigi- 
ed  bf  the  Register  of  the  Treasury, or  by  aeon- 
missioner  of  loans,  for  the  sum  to  be  borrowed, 
or  for  any  part  thereof,  bearing  an  interest  of  six 
p6r  cent,  per  annuiii,  transferable  and  reifflbor» 
Die  as  aforesaid ;  and  to  cause  the  said  certi&catn 
of  stock  to  be  sold :  Provided,  Thatnosoehstoek 
be  sold  under  par. 

Sec  2.  And  be  H  further  enacted^  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
authorized,  with  the  approbation  of  tbePiesideat 
of  the  United  States,  to  give  the  prefereoee,  ia 
the  subscriptions  which  may  be  made  to  theku 
authorised  by  this  act,  to  the  holders  of  the  ex- 
changed six  per  cent,  stock,  created  by  virtue  if 
the  aefioud  section  of  the  act  passed  on  the  der- 
enth  day  of  February,  one  thousand  eight ina- 
dred  and  sevc^u,  for  an  amount  not  excediog-fpf 
each  such  stockholder,  the  amount  d*  the  slid 
exohanged  9ix  per  cent,  stock  held  by  him  at  the 
time  of  subscribing  as  aforesaid :  Pmiddi 
That  the  holders  of  the  said  stock,  who  may  be 
desirous  to  subscribe  to  the  said  loan,  shall  notify ' 
the  same  in  the  manner  and  within  the  time  to 
be  de§iffnated  by  public  notice,  for  that  parpoK, 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
And  provided,  also,  "that  the  sum  whieh  maybe 
th^s  borrowed  from  the  holders  of  the  said  ex- 
changed six  per  cent,  stock  shall  be  reimborsabie 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted^  That  somiieh 
of  the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropriatioa 
of  eight  millions  of  dolurs  for  the  paymeatoftke 
principal  and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the 
United  States,  as  mav  be  wanted  for  that  pa^ 
pose,  is  hereby  pledged  and  appropriated  for  tbe 
payinent  of  the  interest  and  tor  the  reimborse- 
ment  of  the  principal  of  the  stocl^  whieh  mar 
be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act.  It  shall  accord- 
ingly be  the  duty  of  the  Commissionen  of  the 
Sinking  Fuod,  to  cause  to  be  applied  aod  paid 
out  of  the  said  fund  yearly,  and  every  year, suck 
sum  and  sums  as  may  be  annually  wasted  todtf- 
charge  the  interest  accruing  on  the  said  stoe^ 
and  to  reimburse  the  princiiml,  as  the  same  shw 
become  due,  and  may  be  discharged  in  eoofoitt' 
tv  with  the  terms  of  the  loan ;  and  thejr  trenv- 
tner  authorized  to  apply,  from  time  to  tiine,ia^ 
sum  or  sums  out  of  the  said  fuod  as  they  b>I 
think  proper,  toward  redeeming  hj  parchase,!^ 
at  a  price  not  above  par,  the  princifMl  of  thesiw 
stock,  or  ai^y  part  thereof.    And  the  faith  d  the 
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United  States  is  hereby  pledged  to  establish  suffi- 
cient revenues  for  makin£[  up  any  deficiency  that 
may  hereafter  take  place  in  the  funds  hereoy  ap- 
propriated for  payinff  the  said  interest  and  prin- 
cipal sums,  or  any  of  them,  in  manner  aforesaid. 
Approved,  May  1, 1810. 

An  Act  to  erect  a  lighl-house  at^e  entrance  pf  Sdtn- 
ate  harbor,  a  stone  column  on  a, spit  of  sand  at  the 
entrance  into  Boston  harbor,  and  a  beacon  on  Beach 
point  near  Plymouth  harbor  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chnsetts ;  a  light  at  the  entrance  of  Bayou  St.  John, 
into  Lake  Pontehartrain,  and  two  lights  on  Lake 
Erie,  and  for  beacons  and  buoys,  near  the  entrance 
of  Beyeily  harbor. 

Be  it  enactedj  ^c,  That,  on  the  cession  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  so  much  land  on  one  of  the  points 
forming  the  entrance  of  Scituate  harbor,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  as  the  President  of  the 
United  States  shall  deem  sufficient  and  most 
proper  for  a  liffht-house,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  provide  by  con- 
tract for  building  of  a  light-house  of  stone  ^there- 
on, and  placing  it  on  the  like  establishment  with 
other  light-houses.  The  numberand  disposition 
of  the  iighu  shall  be  such  as  may  distinguish  it 
from  those  of  others. 

Sec.  2.  And  l^  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shad 
be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
cause  to  be  erected  a  column  of  stone,  as  a  beacon, 
90  a  spit  of  sand,  extending  fjrom  Light-House,  or 
from  the  Great  Brewster  island,  at  the  entrance 
[>f  the  harbor  of  Boston,  in  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts, of  such  form  and  dimensions  as  he  shall 
leem  necessary.  And  also  to  cause  good  and 
sufficient  buoy^s  and  beacons  to  be  placed,  for  the 
safety  of  navigation,  at  or  near  the  entrance  of 
he  harbor  of  Beverly,  in  Massachusetts. 

8  EC.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  one 
>f  the  two  beacons  directed  to  be  erected  on  the 
Stony  Muscle  Bed|  near  Plymouth  harbor,  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts,  by  an  act  which  passed 
he  seventeenth  of  March,  eighteen  hundred  and 
ight,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  directed  to  be 
rected  on  Beach  point,  near  the  said  harbor  of 
Plymouth. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacUd,  That  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  and  he  is  hereby 
athorized  to  cause  to  be  erected  and  established. 
nder  proper  regulations,  such  a  light  as  he  shall 
eem  proper  and  necessary,  at  or  near  the  en- 
ance  of  Bayou  St.  John  into  Lake  Pontchar- 
•ain,  in  the  Territory  of  Orleatis ;  and  such  lights 
s  he  shall  deem  proper  on  dr  near  Bird  island, 
ad  OD  or  near  Presque  Isle,  in  Lake  Erie. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  there 
>  appropriated  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  Tfeasu- 
r  of  the  United  States,  not  othefwise  appropri: 
ed,  the  following  sums  of  money  to  accomplish 
le  purposes  of  this  act,  to  wit : 
Por  the  erection  of  a  light-house,  at  the  en- 
ance  of  Scituate  harbor,  four  thousand  dollars. 
For  the  erection  of  a  stone  column  on  a  spit  of 
nd,  extending  from  Liffht-House  bland,  at  the 
itrance  of  Boston  harbor,  three  thousand  €ve 
indred  dollars. 


And  for  the  erection  and  establishment  of  a 
light  at  the  entrance  of  Bayou  St.  John  into  Lake 
Pontehartrain,  two  thousand  dollars. 

And  for  the  erection  and  establishment  of  two 
lights  on  Lake  Erie,  one  thousand  six  hundred 
dollars. 

And  for  beacons  and  buoys  near  the  entrance 
of  Beverly  harbor,  the  sum  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars. — Approved,  May  1, 1810. 

RESOLUTION. 
Resolved,  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Renre" 
sentatives  of  the  VnUed  States  of  America  in  Con' 
gress  assembled,  That  the  expressions  contained 
in  the  official  letter  of  Francis  J.  Jackson,  Minis- 
ter Plenipotentiary  of  His  Britannic  Majesty 
near  the  United  States,  dated  the  23d  day  of  Oc- 
tober, 1809,  and  addressed  to  Mr.  Smith,  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  conveying  the  idea  that  the  Execu- 
tive Government  of  the  United  States  had  a 
knowledge,  that  the  arrangement  lately  made  by 
Mr.  Erskine,  his  predecessor,  in  behalf  of  his 
Gbvernment,  with  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  was  entered  into  without  competent  pow- 
ers on  the  part  of  Mr.  Erskine  for  that  purpose, 
were  highly  indecorous  and  insolent :  That  the 
repetition  of  the  same  intimation  in  his  official 
letter  dated  the  4th  of  November,  1809.  after  he 
was  apprized,  bv  the  asseveration  of  the  Secretary 
of  State,  that  the  Executive  Government  had  no 
such  knowledge,  and  that  if  it  had  possessed  such 
knowledge,  such  arrangement  would  not  have 
been  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  United  States ; 
and  after  also  being  officially  apprized,  that  such 
intimation  was  inadmissible,  was,  still  more  inso- 
lent and  afiVonting;  and  that  in  refusing  to  re- 
ceive any  further  communications  from  him,  in 
consequence  of  these  outrageous  and  premedi- 
tated insults,  the  Executive  Government  has 
manifested  a  just  regard  to  its  own  dignity  and 
honor,  as  well  as  to  the  character  and  interest  of 
the  American  people:  That  the  letter,  signed 
Francis  J.  Jackson,  headed  "Circular,''  dated 
13th  November,  1809,  and  published  and  circu- 
lated through  the  countrv.  is  a  still  more  direct 
and  aggravated  insult  and  affront  to  the  Ameri- 
can people  and  their  Government,  as  it  is  evi* 
dently  an  insidious  attempt  to  excite  their  resent- 
ments and  distrusts  against  their  own  Govern- 
ment, by  appealing  to  them,  through  false  or 
fallacious  disguises,  against  some  of  its  acts ;  and 
to  excite  resentments  and  divisions  amongst  the 
people  themselves,  which  can  only  be  dbhonora- 
ble  to  their  own  characters  atid  ruinous  to  their 
o#n  interests:  And  the  Congress  of  the  Unit^ 
States  do  hereby  solemnly  pledge  themselves  to 
the  American  people,  and  te  the  world,  to  stand 
oy  and  support  the  Executive  Government  in  its 
refusal  to  receive  any  further  communications 
from  the  said  Francis  J.  Jackson,  and  to  call  into 
action  the  whole  force  of  the  nation,  if  it  should 
become  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  conduct 
of  the  Executive  Government  in  this  respect,  to 
repel  such  insults,  nj^d  to  assert  and  maintain  the 
rights,  the  honor,  and  the  interests  of  the  United 
States.— Approved,  January  12!  1810. 
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Additional  Rationa^Mr.  Lelb  snhmitted  aresolu- 
tion  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  allowing,  to 
commahders  of  separate  posts   ^    - 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed -  -  .  ^-  -  - 
Adjournment,  (first  seasion,)  interchange  of  mes- 
sages, that  committees  are  respeotiyely 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  inform  him  they  are 
ready  for 49, 50 

the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  re- 
ported -        •        -        -        -        .        . 

joint  oommittees  appointed  preparatory  to, 
(second  sisssion)  -  .  .  •  • 
Administration,  the  President  of  the  Senate  com- 
municated a  letter  froin  the  Clovemor  of 
Ohio,  with  a  copy  of  a  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  of  that  State,  appro- 
batory of  the  measures  of  the 
Alexandria,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatires  to  amend  the  act  establisning  a 
turnpike  road  in  tho  county  o^  read  and 
passed  to  a  second  reading     ... 

read  a  second  t^me,  and  re^nred  to  a  oom» 
mittee  -..••.. 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  readiqg     - 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee     - 

reported  with  an  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  as  amended 

read  the  third  time,  and  pased  as  amended 
Anderson,  Joseph,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee,  frt>m  the  4th 
of  March  last,  produced  his  credentiala 
and  took  his  seat  (first  session) 

appeared  and  took  his  seat  (second  session) 

remarks  of,  oq  his  motion  to  adhere  to  the 
amendments  to  the  bill  concerning  com* 
mercial  intercourse.  See  -  - 
Andrews,  George,  and  others,  Mr.  Brent  pre- 
sented the  petition  o(  praying  to  be  em- 
powered to  form  a  company  tot  making  a 
turnpike  road,  dec         .... 

lUhCov.SdSxss.— A 
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.    ,  ,      r.  Reed  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to 

change  the  post  route  from,  to  Rockhall,  ^ec 

a  bill  to  (hat  effect  read  twice,  and  refiarred 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  •        -        •        •     ^  • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 

Anny  and  Na^,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  a  select  oommittee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  whether  it  be  expedient  to 
make  any  modification  of  the  laws  re- 
lating to  the  •  •  •  • 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 

Athens  County,  (Ohio,)  Mr.  Meigs  presented 
the  petition  of  the  citizens  of,  praying  a 
law  to  make  and  establbh  a  national  road 
leading  from  the  seat  of  the  National 
GoTemment,  through  Clarksburg,  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Muskingum  riyer,  referred 
.  to  a  committee       ..... 

Attorney  General,  on  motion  of  Mr.'  Bayard, 
the  reports  of  the,  made  to  the  Senate  in 
pursuance  of  their  order  of  the  6th  Feb- 
ruary, 1807,  were  referred  to  a  select 
committee     ...... 

B. 
Bank  of  Alexandria,  a  bill  to  continue  the  char- 
ter of  the,  read,  ^cc       -        •     .  •   •    • 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  |o  a  third 

roadiag 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ... 
Bank  of  Potomac,  bill  to  incorporate  the,  read,  ^c 
read  a  second  time,  and  postponed  to  De- 
cember next ......    663 

Bank  of  the  United  States,. on  motion  of  Mr. 
Smith  of  Maryland,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  was  directed  to  report  whether 
any  and  what  dividends  have  been  made 
by  the,  over  and  above  six  per  cent,  per 

annum,  d&c. 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

with  a  statement  of  dividends 

Bank  of  Washington,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the 

petition  of  the  stockholders,  du^,  of  the, 

praying  an  act  of  incoiporation,  referred 

to  a  select  committee      .        .        .        • 

a  bin  to  that  effect  reported,  read,  dec. 

read  a  seoond  time,  and  postponed  to  De- 

eembernext 
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BttAmiy  Powers,  Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  reso- 
lation  requesting  the  President  of  the 
United  States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before 
the  Senate  the  amount  of  all  moneys  dis- 
bursed from  the  Treasury  of  the  United 
States  in  their  intercourse  with  the,  Sec,  518 
agreed  to,  and  the  Secretary  ordered  to  lay 
it  before   the  President  of  the  United 

States   • 519 

a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

States  with  the  information  asked  for      -    531 
a  bUl  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
leriye  and  continue  in  force  for  a  further 
time  the  act  to  protect  the  commerce  and 
seamen  of  the  United  States  against  the, 
wm,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  three 
times,  and  passed  ^^        -        •        -        .    526 
Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  whe- 
ther any  and  what  further  provisions  are 
necessary  and  expedient,  in  relation  to 
oar  intercourse  with  the         -        -        -    591 
agreed  to^  and  a  committee  appointed         *    5,93 
Barred  Claims.    (See  Limitaiion,) 
Battore,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  examine  into  the  title  to  the,  read 
twice,  and  referred         ....    687 
reported  without  amendment     •>        .        .    647 
amended  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading     -    656 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    657 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  disagreement  to  the  amendmenta    -    659 
die  Senate  resolved  to  adhere    ...    660 
Bayard,  James  A.,  of  Delaware,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  (first  session)     -        -        -      86 
apfieared  and  took  iiis  seat  (second  ses- 
sion)    -        ...        .        .        -    519 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  engage  a  corps  of 
volunteers     -        -        .        .        .        .    5,^7 
Baynham,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read,  dfcc.  -  650 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  to  a  third 

reading  -        -        -        .        .        -    652 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    654 
Bayou  St  John,  a  bill  to  establiiBh  a  light  at  the 

entrance  of.    (See  ScUuate  Harbor,) 
Beach  Point,  bill  to  erect  a  beacon  oh,    (See 

Sdtuate  Harbor*) 
Bird  Island,  Lake  Erie.     (See  ScUuatt  Harbor,) 
Boone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  petition 

o^  praying  a  grant  of  land  -  -  -  619 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -  -  -  521 
a  biU  for  relief  of,  reported,  read  twice,  and 

referred  to  a  select  committee  -  .  526 
.said  committee  reported  -  -  -  .  527 
frirther  consideration  thereof  postponed  to 

December  next 530 

Bonnties  due  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
Giles  submitted  a  resolution  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  by  law  for  appro- 
priating certain  waste  and  unappropri- 
ated lands  to  satisfy,  Ac..  -  .  ,  .  642 
Agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -  645 
said  committee  reported,  and  were  dis- 
charged          -    661 

Bradley,  Stephen,  R.,  of  Vermont,  appeared,  and  I 

-       took  his  seat-        -        ....      is 


VHP 
Brent,  Richard,  of  Virginia,  appeared,  and  took 

his  seat  (first  session)    -        -       •      •    14 

appeared  and  took  his  seat  (second  session)  479 
Brown,  Rev.  0.  B.,  Election  of,  as  Chaplain  -  481 
Business,  a  joint  resolution  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  appointing  a  committM 
on  their  part,  dsc,  to  inquire  what  is  ne- 
cessary to  be  done  during  the  prestnt 
session  -        -        -        -        .       .      .    u 

agreed  to,^d  a  committee  appointed  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate  «        -        ...    18 

a  report  frt>m  said  committee  read     -      >    M 

appointment  of  a  committee  agreeably  to  the 
twenty-second  rule  for  conducting,  (fitrt 
session)         -        -        -    .    -       -      -    IJ 

appointinent  of  a  committee  agreeably  to  the 
twenty-second  rule  for  conducting,  (second 
session)  -        -        -        -       -      .  471 

appointment  of  a  committee  agreeably  to 
the  forty-second  rale,  See,  (sc^nd  ees- 
sion) H7 

a  joint  resolution  from  the  Honse  of  Repe- 
sentatives,  with  notice  to  inquire  what  ii 
necessary  to  be  done  by  Congress  duiiag 
the  present  (necond)  lession,  read,  &e  •  Ml 

read  a  second  time,  and  wilered  to  a  third 
reading-        -        -        -        .       -      .  WI 

read  the  third  time^  agreed  to,  and  a  ooouiit- 
tee  appointed         -        •        ...  (13 

report  from  said  committee  read       -      -  ^ 

C. 

Caldwell,  Harry,  and  others,  a  bill  from  IHom 

of  Representatives  for  relief  e(,  read,  Ac.  ^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  t  com- 
mittee  -        r        -        -  •     -       -      .  538 

reported  with  amendment,  and  ordered  to  1 
third  reading         -         •     ,   -       .      .  W8 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  M 

Campbell,  Alexander,  appointed  a  Senator  bjibe 

Legislature  of  Ohio*  in  the  room  of  U- 

ward  Tiffini  resigned^  produced  his  cr^ 

dentiafs,  was  qualified,  and  took  hktai  ^ 

Canals  and  Roads,  Mr.  Pope  gave  notice  of  a  biD 

concerhing    -        -        -        -       .      •  515 

(See  Roads  and  Canals,) 
Capitol,  a  bill  from  the  Rouse  of  Repreienta- 
tives  making  appropriations  for  complet* 
ing  the  -        -        -        -        -       -      •  w 

Carroll,  Daniel,  and  others,  Mr.  Oaillard  present- 
ed the  petition  of,  praying  to  be  incorpo- 
rated for  the  purpose  of  making  certain 
.  toads  to  the  line  of  the  District,  referred  5li 
Census,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  a  resolntioo  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  providing  by  law  for  taking 
the  third,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  com- 
mittee  appointed    -        -        '       '      '    1 

a  bill  reported  by  said  committee,  read.  &c- 

the  vote  passing  the  bOI  to  a  second  read- 
ing, reconsidered,  and  the  further  oonad- 
eration  thereof  postponed  to  the  next  us- 
sion • 

a  hill  from  the  House  of  ReprcsenUtiTesW 
provide  for  taking  the  third,  read,  &c  ' 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  seW 
committee      -        -        -        '       "      *  Lg 

reported  with  amendment^        -       '     '  ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  emended 
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read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted  -        -    591 

repotrted  with  amendments         ...    595 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  and  read  the  third  time  as 
amended 

returned  from  the  House  of  Hepresentatives, 
with  agreement  to  some  andYiisagrecment 
to  other  amendmehts,  and  the  Benate  ask 
a  conference  -  •      -        -        .        .        •    599 

the  House  of  Representadves  agr^e  to  die 
conference     -..---    600 

the  managers  reported,  and  the  Senate  re- 
ceded from  their  amendments,  with  an 
amendment   -        -        •        -        -        -    613 

i  hill  from  the  I^ouse  of  Representatives  to 
alter  and  amend  the  act  providing  for  the 
third,  read,  &c       -        -        -        -        -    644 

read  a  second  and  third  time,  and  passed    -    645 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represei^tatives 
further  to  amend  the  said  act  ... 

read  three  times,  by  consent^  and  passed  - 
Obamplin,  Christopher  G.,  appointed  a  Senator 
by  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Island,  in  the 
room  of  Francis  Malbone,  deceased,  pro- 
duced his  credentials,  &c.  -  - 
Ohapbdns,  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  two^ 
of  different  denominations      - 

concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives   -        -        -        -        -        -  .      - 

the  same  resolution,  6ce,  (second  session)  - 
Chesapeake,  Delaware,  and  Ohio  Ciinal  Compa- 
ny, a  bill  autfaoriiing  a  subscription  to  the 
capital  stack  o(  reported,  and  pos^ned 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company,  Mr* 
Bayard  having  asked  and  obtained  leave, 
presented  a  bill  authorinng  the  sale  and 
grant  of  land  to  the,  read,  ctd. 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -  .     ? 

reported  without  amendment     -        -    '     - 

ordered  to  s  third  reading - 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        - 
Chickasaw  Indians,  a  biH  from  the  House  of  Rep* 
resentatives  making  appropriation  to  carry 
into  effect  a  treaty  with  the,  read,  ^. 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading         -        -        -        -        -        - 

read  the.tfaird  time,  and  passed  -  - 
Chillicothe,  (O^o,)  Mr  Campbell  premted  the 
petition  of  the  citizens  o^  praying  an  ap- 
propriation of  a  proportion  of  the  proceeds 
of  the  public  lands  for  the  improvement 
of  a  great  poet  road,  Ac,  relbrred  to  the 
committee  on  the  pe^tioii  for  Athens  - 
Clasoo,  Isaac,  Mr.  German  gave  notice  of  a  bill 
for  relief  of    -        -        - 

bQl  presented,  read,  dbc.    - 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred 

reported  without  amendment     • 

the  third  reading  refrised  - 
Clay,  Henry,  the  President  of  the  Senate  com- 
municated a  letter  ttom  the  Governor  of 
Kentucky,  enclosing  a  certificate  of  the  ap- 
pointment of,  in  the  room  of  Buckner 
Thruston,  resigned,  read,  and  ordered  to 
lie  on  the  table       .....    551 

appeared,  was  qualified,  and  took  hit  seat  •    558 

speech  df,  on  the  bill  concerning  commercial 
mtercoune,  dtc 759 
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speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  provide  munitions  of 

war 626 

Clerks,  Mr.  Anderson,  presented  the  petition  of 
the,  in  the  Treasury  Department,  praying 
an  augmentation  of  their  pay,  referred  to 
a  select  committee  •  -  -  -  531 
Clinton,  George,  Vice  President  of  the  United 
States,  attended  at  the  opening  of  the  first 
session  ....        ...9 

absent  from  the  Senate      -        -        -     586,  658 
Clothing  f0r  the  Army,  dec.    (See  Munition*  of 

War.) 
Collectors  of  Customs.    (See  Fishing  Vessels.) 
College,  Mr.  Brent  presented,  the  petition  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Institute  for  the  educa- 
tion of  youth  in  the  city  of  Washington, 
pricing  an  act  to  establish  a,  referred  to 

a  select  committee 511 

Commerce  of  the  United  States,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
employ  the  public  armed  ships  to  protect 
the 641 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  said  notice  was  pre- . 

sented  and  read 664 

Commercial  Intercourse,  Mr.  (Griles  reported  a 
bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force  the 
act  to ,  interdict,  with  Great  Britain  and 
France,  dec,  read,  amended,  and  passed 
to  a  second  reading        -        '.    .  *        -      I^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Thursday, next     -     -    -        -       17 

debate  on  the  bill 19 

amended  and  recommitted         ....      23 

a  new  bdll  reported  as  a  substitute,  read,  See      33 

read  a  second  time^  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  ......      38 

read  the  third  time;  and  passed  unanimously      39 
'    returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
wit)i  amendments,  which  were  Concurred 
in 48 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  on 
the  same  subject,  read,  dec.    -        -        -    549 

read  a  second  ti^ne,  and  referred  to'^a  com- 
mittee  -        -  '      -        -        -        -        -    550 

reported  with  an  amendment     ...    571 

amendments  agreed  to,  the  bill  further 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    577 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -    579 

the  House  of  Representatives  disagree  to 
the  amendment      .....    590 

the  Senate  ask  a  conference        ...    592 

the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 
conference     -        -     *  -        -        -        -    593 

a  report  from  the  Managers  that  they  could 
come  to  no  agreement    .        .        .        •    600 

the  Senate  resolved  to  adhere    -        -        -    611 

the  House  of  Representatives  resolved  to 
adhere  -        - 637 

Mr.  Hillhouse  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
questing the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate information  of  the  manner  in  which , 
the  act  to  amend  the  act  to  interdict,  dec, 
has  been  executed  .....    572 

the  resolution  amended  and  agreed  to,  and 
the  Secretary  ordered  to  lay  irliefore  the 
President 574 
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Commorcial  Intercoane — continued.  Page. 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the.  Treasury  in  obedience 
to  the  resolution     .....    584 

Mr.  Leib  presented  the  memorial  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  Pennsylvania  remonstra- 
ting against  the  passage  of  the  bill  now 
pending,  on  the  subject  of  - 
^  Mr.  German  presented  a  similar  petition  of 
citizens  of  New  York    .... 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentatiTes 
concerning,  read,  dec    .... 

read  a  second  time,  a^id  referred  to  a  com' 
mittee  -        -        -        - 

reported  with  amendments     ,    - 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    - 

the  House  of  Representatives  concur  in 
some,  and  disagree  to  others  of  the 
amendments,  and  ask  a  conference,  which 
is  agreed  to  •        •     '  .        .        .        .    678 

the  Managers  reported,  and  the  Senate  rece- 
ded from  one  amendment  and  adhered  to 

others 680 

Commercial  Laws,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  reso- 
lution to  refer  so  much  of  the  Message  as 
relates  to  a  revision  of  the,  to  a  select 
committee 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed   ^ . 

said  committee  reported    .... 
Condit,  John,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the  Exec- 
utive of  New  Jersey,  appeared,  and  was 
qualified         -         ... 

prcKduced  his  credentials  of  appointment  by 
the  Le^lature,  in  place  of  Aaron  Kitch- 
ell,  resigned,  was  qualified,  and  took  his 

seat 

Congress,  Mr.  Giles  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  fix 
the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of     - 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof  presented  and 
read      -        • 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  postponed     - 

the  blank  filled  with  the  4th  of  Novc;mber 
next,  and  the  bill  passed         ... 

a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  President 
of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  toe  House 
of  Representatives  to  adjourn  their  re- 
spective Houses  on  the  30th  of  June, 
was  adopted 

a  similar  resolution  to  adjourn  the  second 
session,  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
atives,  read -    641 

read  a  second  time    - '      -        -        -        -    648 

read  the  third  time,  and  agreed  to      -  ,      -    644 

a  resolution  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives rescinding  the  above,  and  fixing 
another  day,  read 668 

read  a  second  time 663 

read  the  third  tiuie,  and  agreed  to      -        -    665 
Constitution,  Mr.  Pope  submitted  a  resolution 

proposing  an  amendment  of  the     -        -    480 

the  resolutions  read  and,  passed  to  a  second 
reading-        -        -        -        -     .  -        -    488 

read  a  seoond  time,  and  referred  to  a  Aelect 
committee 488 
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CoBstitutidn— continued.  Pi|e. 

Mr.  Reed  submitted  a  resolution  to  tmeiui  SM 

which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  • 

reported  with  an  amendment     • 

recommitt^  to  a  select  committee     - 

reported  with  further  amendments     • 

the  report  and  amendments  recommitted   • 

Mr.  Champlin  communicated  a  resolntioii 

of  the  Legislature  of  Rhode  Islaod  in- 

structing  their  Senators  to  oppose  t  cc^ 

tain  amendment  of  the  -        -       •      - 

Mr.  Reed's  resolution  was  reported  farther 

amended       - 

aiqendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  • 
third  reading  -        ..... 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  • 
Mr.  Leib  presented  a  r^olution  of  theLtgii- 
lature  of  Pennsylvania  disapprovinf  the 
amendment  of  the,  as  proposed  bj  the 
State  of  Massachusetts .        -       -      • 
Consub,  a  bill  fixing  the  compensaticm  o(  rea- 
ding on  the  coast  of  Barbaiy,  read 
read  a  second  tima    -        •        .       -      • 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    • 
nad  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  ameoded 
Contingent  Expenses.    (See  Stationery,  dtc.) 
thit  President  of  tiie  United  States  trtnt- 
mitted  an  account  of  the,  of  the  Govern- 
n^ent     -        -       -        -       .       -     • 
Contracts,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Wir 
of  thrae  statements  o^  in  obedience  te 
law,  made  by  the  Department  and  1^  the 
Purveyor  of  Public  Supplies  - 
the  Postmaster  General  made.arepoitcoo- 
eeming  his    -        -        -        .       -      • 
(See  Public  ConiracU.) 
Convoy,  Mr*  German  submitted  a  resolatien  r^ 
lating  to,  Ac,         .        -        .       -     • 
which  was  >  referred  to  the  Commitleefla 
Foreign  Relations »        .        .       .     • 
Crawford,  W.  H.,  of  Georgia,  attended     - 
(second  session)        -        -        -       •     * 
speech  o£,  on  the  bill  authoiiiittg  the  eqiip- 
m^nt  of  the  frigates,  dbc        -       -      ' 
Crimes,  Mr.  Clay  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  paniih 
certain  •        -        -        -        .       .     • 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  notice,  suppleneataiy 

to  the  act  to  pmush  certain,  vm,  dfc 
md  a  seoood  tiine,  and  referred  to  acomnit* 

tea 

reported  without  amendment     - 

poatpened  to  December  next 

Cuba,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  it  was  resolved  to 

request  the  President  of  the  United  Ststei 

to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  foch 

information  as  he  may  deem  proper  to  be 

communicated  respecting  the  exilei  frM 

the  island  of,,  dec,  and  the  Secretary  wai 

ordered  to  present  the  resolution     • 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  Units' 

States  transmitting  the  infoimadoD  i** 

quested,  was  referred  to  the  coounittee  on 

the  bill  to  remit  certain  penalties    -     ' 

Cumberland  Road,  Mr.  Pope  gave  notice  of  tv 

in  addition  ta  the  act  fi>r  laying  out  m 

making  the    --.--• 

a  bill, presented  and  read   •        •       -      ' 

read  a  second  tiiqe,  amended,  and  ordsredlo 

a  third  reading      ...       -      * 
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Cumberland  Road — continaed.  Page, 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasMd  as  amended  47 

Mr.  Pope  gave  a  similar  notice  -        -        .  483 

and  presented  a  bill,  &€.,  which  was  read  -  611 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 512 

read  the  third  time>  and  passed  -  .  .    -        -  683 

Dardin,  Amey,  a  bill  from  the  Honse  of  Represen- 

tatiyss  for  relief  of,  read,  d^c.  -        •        -    601 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  -        *        -        -        -        --611 
reported  without  amendment      -        -        -    660 
the  third  reading  refused    -        -        ^  '     •    676 
Delaware,  Mr.  Bayard  presented  a  resolution  of 
the  Legislature  of,  disapproving  of  the 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  proposed 
by  the  8ute  of  Massachusetto         -        -    668 
I>empsie,  John,  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  au- 
thorized to  continue,  as  a  clerk  in  his  office, 
for  another  year     -        r        -        -        -      26 
Direct  Tax,  Mr.  Bradl^iy  submitted  a  resolution 
that  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  be  di- 
rected to  lay  beJbr.e  the  Senate  a  stat^ 
ment  of  the  payment  of  the,  made  by  the 
States  respectively,  dpc,  which  T^aS  agreed 
to  -        -        -        -    ,    -        -        .    6^4 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  obedience  thereto       -        -'       -        -    619 
District  of  Columbia,  a  bill  to  incorporate  a  com- 
I  pany  for  making  certain  roads  within  the, 

was  read,  &c. 626 

read  a  second  time^  and  referred  to  a  com- 
r  mittee  -        -        -        -  '     -        -        -    626 

reported  with  amendments  which  were  read    693 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    694 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended     696 
Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  augment 
.  the  compensation  of  the  circuit  judges  of 

the  circuit  court  in  the  -       .  -        -        -  "  627 
a  bill  in  pursuance  of  notice  presented  and 

read      -^       - 627 

^  recommitted  to  a  select  committee      -        •    628 

a  bill  to  authbrize  the  removal  of  slaves  from 
one  part  to  another  of  the,  read  first  and 
second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  com- 
J  mitteo   -    ,    -        -        -        -        -        -    531 

reported  with  amendment  -        -        -        -    649 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -    562 

read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted  -        -    664 
reported  with  amendments         ...    672 
further  amended  and  recommitted      -       '-    685 
reported  with  amendmeuts,  which  were  read    593 
postponed  until  December  next  -   -     -    690 

Mr.  Hayard  having  asked  and  obtained  leave, 
presented  a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  within 
the,  which  was  read,  dec.        -        -        -    614 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee      -        -        -        -        -,       -    623 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read    635 
amendments  ;igreed  to,  and  the  bill  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        -    636 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    637 
Mr.  Anderson  repor^d  a  bill  sapplementary 
to  the  act,  concerning  the,  which  was 

read -        -    632 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  the  said  bill  was 
postponed  to  December  next  .        -        •    648 


Page. 

Dividends.    (See  Bank  of  the  United  StaU8.) 
Documents,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  transmit  by  mail,  free  of  postage, 
certain,  re^,  &c.  -<        -         -        -        -    480 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        .    48^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended     483- 
Drawback,  Mr.  Malbone  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to 

extend  the  benefit  of,  dec.       -        -        -       18- 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof,  presented  and 
read      -        - 23^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee    -25 

rc|x>rtecl  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      -        .        .        .        -      27 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -      33 

Mr.  Champlin  gave  notico  of  a  bill  of  similar 
tenor -        -    696 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
allow  the  benefit  of,  in  a  certain  case,  read    669 

r^  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        .  ^      .        .        .        .    661 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    668 
Duberery,  Peter  F.,  Mr.  Smit^  of  Maryland,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  relief  from 
>       penalties  for  an  alleged  breach  of  the  rev- 
enue laws -    667 

Dyster,  Joseph  Joshua,  Mr.  Leib.  presented  the 
)  petition  of,  praVing  the  benefit  of  patent 

right  for  a  new  invention  of  an  iroi^  bridge, 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        -    482 

said  committee  reported  a  bill,  as  prayed, 
which  was  read,  dec      -        -        •        -    611 
,   read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -        -        -  -      -        -    .    -    612 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        -    618 

returned  frotfi  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  which  were  read        -     649 

the  amendments  concurred  in    -        -        -    660 

Mr.  Leib  presented  another  petition  of,  stat- 
ing his  discovery  of  a  new  and  important 
mode  of  propelling  vessels  by  steam,  and 
praying  tbe  privilege  of  patent  right,  read 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  -.        -    674 

said  committee  reporteda  bHl  to  extend  cer- 
tain privileges  to,  read,  dec.    -        -        -    678 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  -        -        -        -        ^        -    583 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    684 

E. 

Easton,  Sarah,  and  Dorothy  Jones,  Mr.  Giles  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  donation 
of  lands,  or  commutation  of  the  half-pay 
of  their  father,  the  late  Robert  H.  Harri- 
son, aid-de-camp  and  secretary  to  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Revolutiona- 
ry Army -    601 

the  petition  was  read  ..."       -    601 

referred  to  the  committee  on  tbe  bill  for  re- 
lief of  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hamilton      -        -    612 

an  unfavorable  report  thereon  from  said  com- 
mittee    646 

Eel  River  Tribe.  (See  Wea  and  Eel  Rivet  THbea.) 
Elections,  Mr.  HiUhouse  submitted  a  resolution, 

that  a  committee  o^  be  ap]M>inted    -        -      27 

amended  and  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed -- 84 
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£mo)amento,  a  report  from   the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  wHh  a  statement  of  the,  of 
officers  eiiiployed  in  the  collection  of  cus- 
toms, in  the  year  1809,  read    ^        .        .     600 
Engineers,  Mr.  Bradley  gave  hotice  of  a  bUl 

malung  further  provision  for  the  corps  of  516 
a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof  presented  and    ' 

read -        -    617 

lead  a  second  time,  and  postponed  to  Janu- 
ary next 618 

.  referred  to  a  select  committee     ...    662 
reported  with  an  amendmeht      -        .        .    663 
postponed  to  December  next      ...    676 
Erie  Literary  Society,  Mr.  Bradley  presented 
the  petition  of  a  committee  in  behalf  of 
the  trustees  of  the,  praying  a  donation  of 
land  in  the  Connecticut  Wratern  Reserve, 
read,  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  -    674 
0aid    committee   reported    a  resolution   to 
poitpone  the  further  consideration  U>  the 
next    session    of  Congpress,  which  was 

agreed  to       - 646 

Extra  Compensation,  a  motion  to  grant,  to  cer- 
tain servants  of  the  Senate,  objected  to  -      40 
Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resolution  to. the  same 

purpose,  which  was  read  -  -  -  661 
read  a  second  time,  and  passed  to  a  third  -  663 
read  the  third  time,  and  agreed  to       •        -    666 

F. 

Fishing  Vessels,  Mr.  Lloyd  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to 
authorize  credit  to  be  given  to  certain  col- 
lectors of  customs  for  allowances  paid  by 
them  to  the  owners  and  crews  of     -        -      41 

a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof  presented,  and 
read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred      41 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        -      '  -        -        -      42 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  43 
Foreign  Armed  Yessels,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a 
resolution  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  provi- 
ding  by  law  for  excluding,  from  our  ports 
and  harbors   -        r        -        -        -        -      40 

agieed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -      42 

said  committee  reported  a  resolution  to  post- 
pone the  further  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject until  the  next  session  of  Congress  •  46 
Foreign  Coins,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
transmitted  his  report  in  obedience  to  the 
law  regulating  the  currency  of  -  -  612 
Foreign  Relations,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  so 
much  of  the  President's  Message  ^  re- 
lated to,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee    478 

a  committee  appointed        ....    479 
Fortifications,  a  bill  reported  to  complete  the^  for 
security  of  ports   and  barbel's  and  the 
Northwestern  frontier,  read,  &c.     -        -      24 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  th|rd 
reading 26 

the  blankj^  therein  filled,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed    ..*.•.      26 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with 
his  report  on  the  subject  of     ...     616 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the 
galleries  were    cleared,   and  the  report 
mientioned  was  read        ....    616 
'  Franklin,  Jesse,  of  North  Carolina,  attended      -    618 


IV 


Free  Negroes,  Mr.  Brent  gave  ndttoe  of  a  bill 
to  prevent  the  Aitnre  emigration  0^  to  the 
District  of  Columbia  .... 
Frigates,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  fitting  out,  man- 
ning, dec,  the,  of  the  United  States,  resd 
a  first  and  second  time,  and  ordered  to  • 
third  reading         -        -        -       -      •  SS6 

read  the  third  time,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Giles,  postponed    -  ,      -        -       -      -  6S7 

the  bill  recommitted  -        -        -       .      .  538 

reported  with  amendments,  agreed  to,  tnd 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended   - 

the  correspondence  of  the  Chairmao  with 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  Mib|ect, 
ordered  to  be  printed      .... 

the  bill  read  the  third  time  .... 

r  and  passed        ...... 

Fulton,  Robert,  a  letter  fit>m,  with  sundry  copin 
of  his  painphlet  explanatory  of  the  prac- 
tice ^nd  efiwcts  of  torpedoes,  was  oommi- 
nicated  to  the  Senate      -  '      •       -      - 


SK 


US 


Gaillard,  John,  the  election  oC  as  President  ;?ro 
tern,  of  the  Senate  .... 

the  Vice  President  being  again  absent,  be 
is  re-elected  to  the~ehair    .     .       -      • 
Garret,  Joab,  a  bill  firom  the   House  of  Repre- 
sentatives for  relief  of,  Ac^  read     • 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  cen- 
mittee    -        -        -        -        ... 
'  reported    with    amendments,  which  were 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  ameaded 
General  Post  Office  and  Patent  Office,  a  bin  600 
the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  bet- 
ter accommodation  of  the 

read  a  first  and  second  time,  by  conaeDt, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  - 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordocd 
to  a  third  reading  .        .        .       .     - 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  - 
German,  Obadiah,  appointed  a  Senator  bjtk 
Legislature  of  New  York,  produced  Ui 
credentials,  was  qualified,  dice. 

attended  at  the  second  session    -       -      * 

GUes,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bin  to  cootmoe  ia 

force  the  non-intercourse  act  -       -      * 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  to  refer  tbe 
subject  of  foreign  relations  to  t  seled 
committee     ....-- 

speech  of,  on  his  resolution  approving  the 
conduct  of  the  Executive  towards  the 
British  Minister  Jackson 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  aboie 
of  privileges  by  foreign  Ministers  • 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  qvp- 
ment  of  the  frigates       .        .       -      - 
Government,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives making  appropriations  for  tbe 
support  of,  for  the  year  1810  - 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  - 

read  a  second  tiipe,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee     -        -        .       -       -     • 

reported  with  amendments,  which  w«> 
read * 

the  amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      -        *        "       '   jj 

read  the  third  time^  and  passed  ta  amended 
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threat  BrHttiti.  On  motUm  of  Mr.  Lloyd  rMolted 
thai  the  Pteeident  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the 
Senate  such  informration  as  he  may  deem 
it  ezpodient  to  commimicate  in  relation 
to  OQT  concerns  with      -  -      <•        -        -      86 

a  Message  fh>m  the  President  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  in  compliance  with  the  Abore, 
reid,  and  8;000  copies  of  the  papers  or« 
dered  to  be  printed         •        -        -        -      87 

Mr.  Leib  ^bmitted  sundiy  resolntions  re- 
quiring the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  instruct  our  Minister'  in  Lon- 
don to  demand  an  immediate  ticknowl- 
edgment  of  Mr.  Erskine's  arrangement, 
Ac 594 

the  said  resolutionrwere  withdrawn  -        •    697 
'Oregg,  Andrew,  election  of;  as  Priesident  pro 

tern,  of  the  Senate,  Ac.  •        -  -      46 

took  the  chair  at  the  opening  of  the  second 
session  -        -        -        -"      .        -        .    473 
*Oriswo1d,  Stanley,  apoointed  a  Senator  by  the 

Ezeculive  of  Ohio,  was  qualified,  dec.     -      23 

on  motion  of  Btr.  Hillhouse,  the  creden- 
tials o(,  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Elections       ......      34 

said  committee  reported  that  he  was  entitled 
to  his  seal      -        -        -        -        -        -      37 

Onillet,  Urban,  ftud  associates.  (See  La  TVappe.) 
-Ounboats,  a  biH  to  direct  the  sale  of,  read,  dcc«  -      27 

the  correspondence  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  who  reported  the  bill,  with  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  subject, 
was  Submitted  with  the  biH    -        -        •      27 

said  bill  was  read  a  second  time,  and  ordered 
to  lie  for  consideration   -        -        .        «      88 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee      t   .    •      88 

reported  with  an  amendment     -        -        -      39 

postponed  to  the  next  session  of  Congress  -      40 


Hamilton,  ^litabeth,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  for  relief  of,  read,  dec    -    601 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee   611 

reported  without  amendment     ...    646 

the  third  reading  refused  ....  666 
JSannah,  George  H.  and  otl^ers,  impressed  jms- 
men,  the  petition  of  was  laid  before  the 
Senate  by  their  President,  praying  the  in- 
terposition of  Government  in  their  be- 
half, read  and  referred  to  the  Secretary  of 
State     --.-...    676 

a  report  thereon  from  that  officer        -        -    678 
Harding,  William,  Mr.  Clay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  compensation  for  expen- 
ditures in  the  Indian  war  in  the  West ;    . 
referred  to  a  select  committee         -        -    668 
Havana  Sugars.    (See  Murray,  John,  4*  S(nu4) 
Hawkins,  William,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
reeentatWes  to  authorize  the  discharge  of, 
from  imprisonment,  read,  dtc.         •        w    649 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee    -    650 

reported  with  an  amendment,  agreed  to,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      ...    666 

read  the  third  lime,  and  pasted  as  amended    666 


Heard,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives to  discharge,  fit>m .  imprisonmest, 
twice  read  by  consent,  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee, reported  without  amendment,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading;  read  a  thiid 
time,  and  passed    -       -     -  -        •        -      86 

Hillhouse,  James,  of  Connectieut,  attended       -    473 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  prevent  the  abuse 
of  privileges,  by  foreign  Ministers  •        -    609 

Horsey,  Outerbridge,  the  President  of  the  Sen- 
ate communicated  a  lettei*  from  the  Spea- 
ker of  the  Senate  of  Delaware,  enclostng 
a  certificate  of  the  appointment  of,  as  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  States,  in  the  place  of 
damuel  White,  deceased,  read  and  or^ 
dered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  .  .  .  648 
attended,  was  qualified,  and  took  his  seat  -    648 

House  of  Representatives,  a  message  from  the, 

in  relation  to  a  quorum  -        -        -        -10 

Hussey,  Tristram,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives for  the  relief  of;  read,  dtc.    -    681 
read  a  second  time,  referred  to  a  committee    688 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 686 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    686 

Indian*  Territoi^,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
seniatives  providing  for  the  ode  of  cer- 
tain lands  in  -        -        -        -        •        -    666 

read,  and  passed  to  a  second  leading  -    667 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
,  committee 668 

reported  with  amendmeAts        -  .     •       .    664 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 
third  reading  -        -        .        .        •    669 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    67S 
Indian  Tribes,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
communicated  copies  of  treaties  with  cer- 
tain        689 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtivee 
making  appropriations  to  carry  into  efiect 
treaties  with •    626 

read,  and  passed,  to  a  second  reading  -    680 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading 681 

read  the  third  time,  amended  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed  as  amended     -        •    686 

Mr.  Clay  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  regulate 
trade  and  intercourse  with  the        -        -    682 

a  bill  in  pursuance  presented,  and  read       -    684 
Internal  Improvement,  Mr.  Pope  j>resented  a  biH 
having  for  its  object,  by  roads  and  canals, 
which  was  read     -        ...        .        •    622 

(For  progress  of  said  bill,  see  Roada  and 
Cqnaii.) 
Invalid  Pensioners,  a  bill  from  the  House  of 

Representatives  concerning,  read    -        -^    648 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred         -        •    660 

reported  with  amendments         -       ..        .    666 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 
tbird  reading  -        •        •        -        .    661 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  662 
J. 
Jackson,  Francis  James,  (British  Minister  Pteni- 
potentiary,)  Mr.  Giles  from  the  Oommil- 
.  tee  on  Foreign  Relations,  reported  a  rea- 
ohition  touching  the  conduct  of;  read, 
and  passed  to  a  second  reading      -       •    480 
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read  a  aacond  time    -        •        •        •        -    489 
oidered  to  a  third  reading  ...    609 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    610 
Mr.  Giles  submitted  another  resolution  that 
a  joint  committee  be  appointed  to  present 
to  Uie  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
joint  resolution  of  the  two  Houses  respect* 
ing  the  coiiduet  of         •        -        -        •621 
at  the  request  of  the  moTer,  the  last  resolu- 
tion was  withdrawn        ....    696 
Jeflerson,  Thomas,  Mr.  Pope  gave  notice  of  a 
bill  freeing  from  postage  all  letters  and 
packets  from  -        ...        .        -      43 

a  bill  in  pursuance,  presented  and  read      -      43 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  thisd 

reading  -,.--..      46 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -      46 
Jones,  Levin,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented 

the  petition  of;  read  and  referrcMcl  -  -  580 
Jones,  Walter,  and  others,  of  the  District  of  Coh 
himbia,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  that  provision  may  be 
made  for  the  establishment  of  a  Peniten- 
tiary system  in  said  District,  referred  to 
a  select  committee  ....    662 


Kaakaakia,  a  biH  from  the  House  af  Representa- 
tives authorinng  the  appointment  of  an 
agent  for  the  land  office  at,  read      -        -      27 
read  a  second  time  by  consent,  and  referred 

to  a  committee  .....  27 
reported  with  an  amendment,  agreed  to,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  -  •  83 
said,  by  unanimous  consent,  read  the  third 

time,  and  passed    -        .        -        -        •      33 
returned  ftt>m   the  House  of  Bepresenta- 
tivas  with  disagreement  to  the  amend- 
ment    ..-----      86 
the  Senate  receded  from  their  amendment  -      86 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
confirming  the  dedsions  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  the  district  of,  read  twice,  and 

referred 676 

reported  without  amendment     ...    676 
vead  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    677 
Kentncky,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into^ 
the  expediency  of  extinguishing  the  In- 
dian claim  to  lands  within  the  boundaries 

of  the  State  of 642 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed         -    646 
•aid  committee  reported,  and  were  discharged 
from  the  frirther  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject      -        t 661 

Kerr,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives authorizing  the  discharge  of,  from 
imprisonment,  read        ....    623 
read  a  second  time     .        -        -        -        -    624 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        -        -    632 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  -  -  -  -  -  633 
reeommitted  on  motion  of  Mr.  Turner'  -  634 
reported  with  an  amendment,  agreed  to,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...    647 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    660 
Xif^ff^w^  Tribe  of  Indians,  a  Message  from  the 
Piesi<]bnt  of  the  United  States,  submit- 
ting copies  of  a  treaty  wit)^  the,  read        -    601 


L.  Pi«e. 

Land  Dapartment,  on  motion  of  Mr*  Meigs  a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  ibe 

expediency  of  establishing  a  -       -      -  tt5 
a  bill  reported  to  add  to  the  officers  of  tk» 
Treasury    a    Superintendent  of  Public 
Lands,  which  was  read  -        .       .       .  $IS 
read  a  second  time    -        -        -       -      .  5T| 

postponed  indefinitely        -        .       .      .  Q( 
Lana  Offices,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rspra- 
sentatives  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which 
application  shall  be  made  for  the  puicfaiis 
of  land  at  the  several,  dtc        •       •      -  68 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -       -  569 
read  a  second  time,  and  refiored  to  a  select 
committee      ...        ...  511 

reported  with  amendments,  agreed  to,  tad 

ordered  to  a  third  reading        -       .      •  571 
read  the  third. time,  and  passed  as  amended   571 
Lapsley,  Margaret,  and  others,  a  bill  from  dtt 
House  of  Representatives  for  the  relief 

o(,  read,  Ac. tt5 

read  a  second  tim^,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee      -        -        -        .        -       -   857 
reported  without  amendment     -\    -      -  (SS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -         -        -       -  6T$ 
read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -      -  679 
reported  with  amendments,  agreed  to,  read 
the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   -  fJ9 
La  Trappie^  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  petition  of 
tne  Society  of,  praying  confirmatien  of 
their  title  to  certain  lands  in  Illinois,  read, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  -      •  WJ 
a  report  from  said  committee  read     -      •  •* 
the  report,  dec,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee    W 

a  bill  reported,  and  read  -  -  -  -  6tt 
read  a  second  time  -  -  -  -  -  6i5 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  •  ^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  ^ 
Latrobe,  B.  H.,  a  report  and  letter  from,  laid  be- 
fore the  Senate       ^ 

a  letter  from,  on  the  subject  of  arrangementt 

for  the-  new  Senate  Chamber  -        .      -    48 
which  letter  was,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee  -  .     -        -        -        -       .      .    41 
Lee,  Rev.  Jesse,  a  message  from  the  House  of 
Representatives  that  they  have  appointed 

the.  Chaplain ^^ 

a  similar  message  at  the  second  session     -  ^^ 
Lee,  Richard  Bland,  Mr.  Brent  submitted  a  rese- 
lution  that  the  petition  of,  which  was  pre- 
sented at  the  last  session,  be  refened  to 
the  Secretary  of  War     -        .       -      -    » 
which  was  agreed  to  -        -        -       -      -    41 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  the 

case  .  .  .  -  ...  517 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  petition  and  le- 

port  were  referred  to  a  select  comBittse  •  ^ 
report  of  said  committee  read  -  '  *  2 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  -  .  •  0> 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Brent,  the  report  and  pa- 

pers  were  referred  to  a  select  oooiBittse  -  ^ 
the  President  laid  before  the  Senate,  a  letter 
from,  on  the  subject  of  his  claim,  mluA 
w^  referred  to  the  committee  iMt  named  ^ 
L'Eofrmt,  P.  C,  a  biU  from  the  Houseof  Repie- 
sentatives  for  relief  of,  read  three 
and  passed 
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Leiby  Mr^  remarks  of,  in  expkiiatioii  «f  Ids  ret* 
SOBS  for  withdrawing  certain  resolntions 
in  relation  to  Great  Britain    .        <        .    A97 
Library,  a  joint  reeulution  fitom  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives in  relation  to,  concurred  in    -      42 
a  eoBHnittee  was  appointed  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate  to  join  a  committee  of  the 
House,  on  the        -        -        -        •        *    517 
a  message  from  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tives,  that  they  hate  appointed  a  commit- 
tee on  their  part    •        -        •        -        .    619 
a  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning  the^ 

read  twice  -  -  .  -  -  -  .  672 
read,  the  third  time,  and  pessed  •  -  -  673 
IjBnitation,  Mr.  Giles  eubmitted  a  resolution 
directing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
lay  before  the  Senate  a  statement  of  claims 
adjuated  and  allowed,  under  the  act  for 
the  settlement  of  claims  barred  by  the 

sUtutesof 668 

the  resolution  amended,  and  agreed  to        •    669 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

in  obedience  thereto        ....    676 
Mr;  Hfllhouie  reported  a  resolution  direct- 
ing the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  re- 
port the  necessary  proviiions  to  guard  the 
Treasury  against  frauds,  dec,  in  claims 
barred    by  the  statutea  of,  which  was 

agreed  to 679 

Xtringston,  Edward,  Mr.  Giles  presented  the  me- 
morial of,  stating  his  claim  to  the  batture, 
S raying  that  possession  may  be  restored  to 
im,  referred  to  a  select  committee  -        -       18 
(See  Batture.) 
Xloyd,  James,  jr.,  appointed  a  Senator  by  the 
Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, dtc.         ..-.-.-       10 
attended  at  the  second  session    -    '    -        -    474 
I^oan,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatiyes 

authorizing  a,  read,  dec  -        -        -        -    669 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee     -        -        -        -        -        -    WO 

reported  with  an  amendment     -        .        -    671 
the  amendment  agreed  to,  read  a  third  time, 
and  passed  as  amended  ....    677 

Louisiana,  Mr.  Bradley  presented  several  peti- 
tions from  inhabitants  of  the  Territory  <>f, 
praying  to  be  admitted  to  the  privileges 
consequent  upon  a  second  grade  of  Terri- 
torial government,  which  were  read        -    578 

M. 

Malbone,  Francis,  a  Senator  from  Rhode  Island, 
the  death  of  announced,  and  the  usual 
resolutions  of  respect  adopted         •        -       24 
notification  to  the  Executive  of  Rhode  Island 

thereof  ordered       -        ...        -      25 
Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  ^  resolution  that  the 
funeral  expenses  o^  be  paid  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Senate,  which  was  agreed  to  -      36 

Marbury,  William,  and  others,  (Georgetown, 
D.  Cm)  Mr.  Hillhouse  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  a  law  to  authorise  a  turn*-- 
pike,  Ac,  read       -        -        -        -        -    576 

Marietta,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  the  inhabitants  e^  praying  a , 
proportion  of  the  proceeds  of  public  lands 
within  the  Sute  of  Ohio,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  great  road,  read-  .        -        -    685 


Page. 
Maryland,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, to  alter  the  time  for  holding  the  cir^ 
coit  court  in  the  district  of     •        -        -    65S 
the  bill  read,  dbc       .....     653 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee     .        .        .        .        w        .    654 
reported  withdnt  amendment    -        -        -    664 
the  Ibrtber  consideration  thweof  postponed 
to  December  next .....     668 
Mason,  John,  and  others,  the  petition  of,  praying 
that  so  much  of  the  act  to  incorporate  the 
eity  of  Washington  as  exempts  said  city 
from  taxation  by  the  levy  court  of  Wadi- 
ingfton  jounty»  may  be  repealed,  referred       15 
Mathers,  James,  sergeant-at-arms,  dec,  was  au- 

thoriied  to  employ  an  assistant  and  horses      10 
the  same  authority  given  to,  at  the  second 

session  -        - 474 

Matthewson,  Elisha,  of  Rhode  Island,  announced 

the  death  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  Malbone      24 
attended  at  second  aesdon  ....     478 
Maury,  Fontaine,  Mr.  Brent  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  the  benefit  of  drawlmck, 
dbc,  read,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee        - 612 

Mediterranean,  Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resolution 
to  request  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate the  amount  of  duties  accrued  on  mer- 
chandise imported  from  any  port  or  place 

in  the    -        - 554 

'  amended  and  ag^ed  to     -  '     •        -        -    556 
the  Secretary  ordered  to  lay  the  resolution 

before  the  President  of  the  United  States    557 
a  message  transmitting  a  report  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  reply  -    575 

Megear,  Michael,  and  dthers,  hat  manufacturers, 
of  Delaware,  Mr.    White  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  that  protecting  meas- 
ures may  be  adopted,  &c,  read      -        -       34 
Message,  the  rresident  s,  at  the  opening  of  the 

session  -        -        -        -        -        -        -JI 

five  hundred  copies  of  the,  and  documen]ts 
ordered  to  be  printed      -        -        -        -      13 

of  the  P^sident  of  the  United  States  at  the 
^    opening  of  the  second  session         -        -    475 
.  five  hundred  copies  of  the,  and  documents 

ordered  to  be  printed      ...        -    478 
Miami  Tribe,  a  further  annuity  of  two  hundred 

dollars  assigned  to  the    -        -        -        -    635 

Michilimakinac,  Mr.  Pope  presented  a  resolution 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky  expres- 
sive of  their  opinion  that  a  strong  garri- 
son at,  would  be  of  great  public  utility, 
referred  to  the  Comn^ttee  on  Ports  and 
Harbors         -        -        -        -      .  •        -      15 

(See  Foriificaiiotu.) 
Middlesex  Caaal,  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Lloyd  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  the  proprietors  of 
the,  praying  to  be  included  in  the  bill  for 
the  improvement  of  the  United  States  by 
roads  and  canals^  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee    632 

a  bill  to  that  efiect  reported  and  read  -        -    633 
amended,  read  a  second  time,  a^d  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  as  amended        -        -    63S 
read  a  third  time,  amended  by  unanimous 
consent,  and  passed       .        -  -    636 
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526 


-    621 


-     677 


61S 

618 
513 


Militarj  Academj,  on  moikm  of  Mr.  Picktring, 
the  Secretary  of  War  was  directed  to  Uy 
before  the  Senate  a  return  of  the  corps  if 
engpneen  attached  to  the 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  War  in  obe- 
dience thereto  -  -  -  ... 
solitary  Establiahment,  a  report  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  on  the  expenditure  of  the  moneya 
appropriated  for  the  contingent  expensei 
of  the,  for  the  year  1809         ... 

a  bill  from  the  Hoiue  of  RepreaentatiTeB 
making  appropriations  for  the  enpport  of 
the,  for  the  year  1810,  read    ... 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee      .-----    578 

reported  without  amendment     ...    583 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...     685 

MiMtary  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from  the  House 

of  RepresentatiTes  to  extend  the  time  for 

issuing  and  locating,  read       ... 

'    read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  thtid 

reading 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     •        ... 
Military  Peace  Establi^ment,  a  bill  to  alter  and 
amend  the  act  fixing  the,  read  a  first  and 
second  time  ......    699 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •     624 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    626 

Militia,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resolution  to  refor 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as 

relates  to  an  efficient  organization  of  the, 

to  a  select  committee      .... 

agreed  to«  and  a  committee  appointed 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  relating  to  the,  read,  and  referred 

Mr.  Pickering  submitted  a  resolution  re^ 
questing  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Sen- 
ate such  features  in  the  conduct  of  foreign 
Powers  as  make  it  necessary  to  use  the 
measure  of  calling  out  the 

which  resolution,  after  being  amended,  was 
negatived       ...... 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  commit- 
teee  on  so  much  of  the  Message  as  relates 
to  the,  made  a  report  thereon 

the  said  committee  was  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject 

a  message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States  transmitting  the  annual  returns  of 
the        -        -        -        -        -        -        - 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresentativeJr  au'^ 
thorizing  a  detachment  frt>m  the,  read 

retd  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee      -        -        -        c        .  •     . 

reported  without  amendment     ... 

postponed  to  December  next      ... 

Mr.  Lloyd  submitted  a  resdlution  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  prepare 
a  system  for  im  proving  the  discipline  of  the 

which  ^as  agreed  t6 

Miniflde,  Charles,  Mr.  Bradley  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  payment  of  a  balance  due 
on  his  contract  for  supplying  spars  to  the 
Navy,  referred  to  a  select  committee 

a  bill  reported  for  relief  of,  and  read  - 

read  a  second  time    -        .        -        -        .    688 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....    590 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    691 
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Ministers,  a  bill  fixing  the  oompensaticm  of  p«b- 
Mc,  dice.  -'       -        ... 

read  a  second  time    ^        .        .       . 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
read  a  thbd  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
Minor,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rspw- 
seutatives  for  relief  of,  read    .       •      • 

read  a  second  time 

refeired  to  a  select  committee    • 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .        .        .       .      • 
read  the  third  time    -    '   -        •       •      • 
postponed  to  December  next 
Mint,  the  President  of  the  United  SUtei  trtat- 

mitted  the  report  of  the  Directors  of  the  5K 
Mississippi  Territory,  Mr.   Pope  presented  the 
petition   of  the   inhabitanto  of,  east  of 
Pearl  river,  praying  a  division  of  stid  te^ 

ritory,  read 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  RepresenUtives  to 
appoint  an  additional  judge,  and  to  ex- 
tend the  right  of  sufiTrage  to  the  dtixeni 
of  Maditon  couhty  in,  read    -       -      •  5W 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred        •      *  ^ 
reported  with  amendments,  ^hlch  were  read  57T 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  t 

third  reading 58J 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  5^ 
Munitions  of  War,   Mr.  Giles  reported  t  bill 
making  appropriations  for  procorini;  it 

was  read,  Ac 

read  a  second  time    .        .        •       -      - 
several  amendments  proposed    • 
Mr.  Pope's  amendment  prevailed 
ordered  to  a  third  reading,  as  amended     ■ 
referred  to  a  committee      -        -       -      * 
reported  with  amendments,  agreed  to,  tad 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       -       '      *  ^ 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  ^ 
Murray,  John,  db  Sons,  the  petition  of,  pnji^ 
drawback  on  Havana  sugars,  retd,  ind 
referred  to  a  committee  -        -       -      •    *' 
report,  with  a  resolution  to  postpone  to  die 
next  session ;  agreed  to  -        •       -      ' 


4: 


National  Bank>  Mr.  Bayard  submitted  t  raselv- 
tion  that  the  report  of  the  Secrctsij  of 
the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  a.  be  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee   • 

resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  tp> 
pointed  •        ...        •       -      • 

a  bill  to  establish  a,  reported  and  read 

read  a  second  time    ...       -      * 

araandmeji^ts  proposed 

sundry  amendments  agreed  to  -       -665, 

frurther  consideration  postponed  to  Deceit- 

ber  next 

NaTil  Department,  a  bUl  from  the  House  of  Rtp 
resentatives  concerning  the    -       •      ' 

read  twice,  and  referred     -        -       •: 

reported  without  amenchnent,  and  ordeiid 
to  a  third  reading  .        .        •       •      * 

read  the  third  tim^,  and  passed 
Navy,  the  President  communicated  a  report  fie« 
the  Secretary  of  the       -        •       -      ' 

a  report  on  the  expenditure  of  moneye  tp 
propriated  for  support  of  the         -      ' 
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a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representafcivee 
making  appropriations  for  support  of  the, 
for  the  year  1810,  read,  Ac    -        -        -    677 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        -    578 
reported  without  amendment,  and  reeom- 

mitted 683 

reported  with  amendments,  agreed  to,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       .        .        •    584 
Mad  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    585 
Newspapers,  the  usual  resolution  adopted  for 

supplying  three,  to  each  member    •        -    474 
Northwestern  Frontier.     (See  Fortifications.) 

^   O. 
Ohio,  Mr.  Meigs  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  author- 
ize the  surveying  and   making   certain 
roads  in  the  State  of,  as  contemplated  in 
the  Treaty  of  Brownstown,  dec.     -        -    613 
a  bill  presented  and  read,  &c.    ...    613 
read  the  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  se- 
lect committee       -        -        -        .        .    514 
reported  with  amendments,  which  wpre  read    617 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 618 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    518 
Mr.  Morrow  presented  the  resolution  of  the 
Legislature  of,  instructing  their  Senators 
to  procure  an  extension  of  the  time  of 
payment  for  public  lands  in  certain  cases, 
referred  to  a  (Committee  ...        .     527 
Mr.  Cam|)beII  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  alter 
the  time  of  holding  the  District  Court  in 
the  State  of  -        -        .     ,  .        .        -686 
a  bill^  in  pursuance  of  notice,  presented,  and 

read  a  first  and  second  time,  and  referred    586 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 593 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted  •  -  593 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read .  598 
amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading         .        .        .        .        .    599 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    69O 
Ohio  Canal,  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Sec^ 
retary  of  the  Treasury  respecting  roads 
and  canals,  as  relates  to  the,  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee     -        .        -        -    614 
a  bill  authorizing  a  subscription  to  the  stock 

of,  read  a  first  and  second  tiipe       -        -    625 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    ;    -    633 
Olmstead,  Gideon,  Mr.  Leib  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  the   President  of  the  United 
States  bo  requested  to  cause  to  be  laid 
before  the  Senate  a  ^opy  of  the  corres- 
pondence between  him  and  the  Governor 
of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  case  of      -        -    513 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  the  Secretary 

ordered  to  present  it       -        -        -        -514 
a  Message  from  the  President  communicat- 
ing said  correspondence,  which  was  read, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 

the  Senate 515 

Orleans,  Mr.  Bayard  gave  notice  of  a  bill  rela- 
tive to  the  District  Court  in  the  Terri- 
tory of 549 

a  bill  presented,  and  read,  dec.  ...    550 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred         •        •    551 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -    571 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Crawford,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed  as  amended      -        -    583 


Orlaans — continued.  Page, 

the  amendments  agreed  to,  and  biU  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....     594 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    595 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Bayard,  resolved  that  the 
Attorney  General  be  required  to  lay  be- 
fore the  Senate  a  statement  of  the  num- 
ber and  nature  of  cases  before  the  Su- 
preme Court  upon  writ  of  error,  or  ap- 
peal hem  the  District  Court  of  the  Ter^ 
ritory  of        -        -        -        -        *     *  -    553 
a  report  from  the  Attorney  General,  iti  re- 
ply       - 556 

Mr.  Giles  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Le- 
gidature  of  the  Territory  of,  prajring  that 
said  Territory  may  be  admitted  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Union ;  referred     ...    596 
a  bill  authorizing  the  people  of  said  Terri- 
tory to  form  a  Constitution,  dec.,  read    -    646 
read  a  second  time    -        -        •        -  *     -    647 
amended,  and  recommitted  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   664 

reported  with  amendments        ...        ^    669 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    670 
read  the  third  timet  and  passed  as  amended    674 
Mr.  Clay  submitted  a  resolution  that  it  is 
expedient  to  encourage  emigration  to  the 

Territory  of 644 

a  Inll  providing  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
claims  to  land  in  the  Territory  of,  and 
Louisiana,  read  twice,  by  consent,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...    674 
read  the  third  time,  and  pasfted  ...    676 

p.       ' 

Parker,  Nahum,' appeared  and  took  his  seat      -    473 
Peace,  Mr.  Bradley  presented  a  biU,  for  the  pre- 
servation of,  dec,  in  our  ports  and  haroors, 
which  was  read,  dta      ....    593 

read  a  second  time,  and  refprred  to  a  com- 
mittee     ....        -        .        .        -    596 

reported  without  amendment     ...    641 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...    644 

.  read  a  third  time,  and  the  blank  filled         -    iH^ 

the  bill  reeomraitted  -        -        -        -        -    647 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read    653 
postponed  to  December  next        ...    672 
Penalties  and  forfeitures,  a  bill  to  remit  certain, 

read,  dec.       ...        ...      36 

read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading        -        -    ,    .        .        -37 
read  a  third  time,  and  postponed        -        -      38 
referred  to  a  select  committee     •        -       "-      39 
reported  with  amendments         -        -        -      41 
agreed  to,  read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as 

amended        -        -        •        .        .        .      43 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  amendments  -        -        •       ,  -        -      48 
which  were  concurred  in   -        -        -        -      49 

Mr.  Lloyd  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  authorise 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in  certain 
cases  to  remit  the,  on  vessels  ajtriving  from 
France,  drc.  -        -        -        -    ,    -        -      43 

Penitentiary  System.    (See  Jbii«s,  Walter,  and 

other»»y 
Pennington,  £dward,  and  others,  Mr.  Leib  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  a  drawback 

on  refined  sugars U 

Pennsylvania,  the  President  communicated  cer- 
tain proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of     •      33 
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Persoiw  imprifloned,  Mr.  Whitetide  sahmitted  « 

resolution  concerning  •  -  -  -  616 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  -    623 

a  bill  £>r  the  relief  of.  read,  Ac  ...  658 
read  the  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading  -..*..    669 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  *        -        •    662 
Pope,  John,  appeared  and  took  his  seat    .        -       13 
remarks  of,  on  introducing  a  resolution  to 

amend  the  Constitution  ....    479 
on  the  bill  to  present  the  abuse  of  priTileges 
bj  foreign  Ministers        -        -        -        .610 
Ports  and  Harbors,  Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion to  refer  to  a  select  committee  samuch 
of  the  Message  as  relates  to  a  defence  of  •       13 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed        -      14 
(See  Fortifieatunu.) 
Postmaster  General,  the  President  laid  before  the 

Senate^a  report  from  the         -        -        -    551 
Post  Office  Establishment,  a  Mil  firom  the  House 

of  Representatives  regulating  the,  read,  dec  60 1 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  .  -611 
reported  with  an  amendment  ...  633 
sundiy  amendments  proposed  and  agreed  to    638, 

641,  642 
ordered  to  be  read  a  third  time  ...  643 
read  the  third  time,  and  recommitted  -  .  643 
reported  with  amendnumts,  agreed  to,  and  • 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ...  646 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  •  649 
on  the  suggestion  that  some  inaccuracies  had 
occurred  in  stating  the  amendments,  the 
Secretary  was  ordered  to  go  with  a  message 
to  the  House  of  Representathres,  and  aak 
the  return  of  said  bin,  which  was  immedi- 
ately effected  650 

the  amendments  being  reported  correctly  en- 
grossed, the  Secretary  returned  the  bill  to 
the  House  of  RepresentatiTes  -        -    651 

the  House  of  Representatires  agreed  to  some 

and  disagreed  to  others  of  the  amendments    653 
the  Senate  insist  on  their  fourth  amendment, 

and  recede  from  the  others     ...    ^54 
the  House  of  Representatives  insist  on  their 
disagreement  to  the  fourth,  and  ask  a  con- 
ference .......     655 

the  Senate  s^gree  to  the  conference,  and  ap- 
point managers      657 

the  managers  report  that  they  can  come  to 
no  agreement         .        .        .        -        -    661 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  establish  certain  -        -        -        .     652 
read,  and  passed  to  a  second  reading  -        -    663 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee 655 

reported  with  amendments         ...     659 
agreed  to.  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    -    662 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended      663 
Potomac,  Mr.  Brent  gave  notice  of  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  authorizing  the  erec- 
tion of  a  bridge  over  the  river  -        -      37 
a  bill  presented  and  read    ....      41 
postponed  to  the  next  session    ...      41 
Pre-emption,  a  bill  granting  the  right  of,  in  certain 

cases,  read  twice 548 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  ....  555 
read  a  third  time,  and  postponed  .  .  556 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee       -        -    572 


I^»-emption— continued.  I^ 

reported  with  amendments  -  -  -  5N 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  •  -  114 
reported  with  amendmenta,  and  read  -  -  61S 
further  amended  and  recommitted  -  fSl 

reported  with  amendments^  which  were  read  Ctt 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading   •  60 
read  a  third  time,  and  pissed  as  amended  •  CM 
Prendent  of  the  United  States,  appointment  of  t 

joint  committee  to  wait  on  the       -      10, 474 
report  from  said  committee         -       -      10,471 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  Hoese 
of  Representatives,  Mr.  Giles  submittrd 
a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the,  to  td- 
joum  their  respective  Houses,  read  twice, 

Ac » 

the  blank  filled  With  the  twentieth  June  Di- 
stant, read  a  third  time,  and  passed  •  3f 
concurred  in  by  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives  with  an  amendment  changing  the 
day,  which  was  agreed  to  ...  4) 
Privileges,  Mr.. Giles  reported  a  bill  to  prevot 
the  abuse  of,  by  foreign  Ministers  residing 
within  the  United  States,  which  wu  read, 

Ac 411 

read  the  second  time          .«       .       .      -  48S 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -       .      -  511 
read  the  third  time,  and  postponed      -      -  51^ 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles,  the  bill  was  recom- 
mitted   su 

reported  with  amendments,  which  were  leti 

and  agreed  to         -        -        ...  SIS 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  as  amended      -  51S 
read  (he  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      •  U( 
Public  Arms,  the  President  communicated  t  re* 
pon  of  the  SecreUry  of  War  on  the  ale 
if  -        .        .        .^       -        .       .      .  JW 
Public  Baths,  Mr.  Brent  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to 
appropriate  certain  grounds  in  the  Citjof 
Washington  for  the  erection  of      -      •    ^ 
a  bill  presented,  and  read,^  dtc   -       .     •    30 
read  a  second  time,  amended,  and  oden^ 

to  a  third  reading  -        -        -       .      -    39 
read  a  third  time,  and  postponed  to  the  neit 
session  -        -        -        -        -       -      •    4S 

Public  Debt,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repreteot' 

atives  supplementary  to  the  act  making 

further  provision  for  the  redemption  of 

the,  read,  Ac         -        -        .       -      •    ^ 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred       -      -    ^ 

reported   with    amendments,  which   were 

agreed  to -    ^ 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        .       -      -    47 
read  the  third  time  as  amended,  and  pu^d    48 
Public  Buildings,  a  report  from  the  Surveyor  of 
the,  with  a  statement  of  the  expenee  of  fil* 
ting  up  a  temporary  Senate  Chamber,  re- 
ferred   - -    * 

a  letter  from  the  Surveyor  of  the,  stating  the 
reasons  which  have  prevented  the  coo- 
pletion  of  the  permanent  Senate  Chtm- 

her '  ^ 

Public  Lands,  Mr.  Meigs  submitted  a  resolntioB 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  iaqonv 


into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  tint 
of  payment  for,  dec        .        .       -      • 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap* 
pointed  -        -        -        -        -       -      • 

a  bill  to  extend,  the  time,  Ac,  passed  » 
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(6m,  for  progTMs  of  this  bill,  Pre-^mpHdn.) 
a  bill  from  the  Houm  of  Repreaentativee  to 

inriat  such  laws  as  relaterto  Ihe,  read,  dbc    660 
vead  a  second  time    -        -        •      -  -        -    663, 
'       ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        •        -        •    666 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -      -  -        •    666 
Purveyor  of  Pablic  Sapplies,  the  Secretary  of  War 
reported  statements  of  three  contracts  by 
himself  and  the,  in  the  year  1808,  in  pur- 
suance of  the  act  of  the  91st  of  April  of 
that  year 89 

Qoartennaster's'Pepartment,  Mr.  Giles  reported 

a  bill  for  the  establishment  of  a,  read  -  696 
Mr.  Giles  also  reported  with  the  bill  sundry 

documents  for  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 

the  bill  was  read  a  second  time  -  •  698 
recommitted  .  -  -.  -  -  ^  •  699 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read, 

and  agreed  to  -  -  -  ^ .  .  616 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  ...  -  661 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee  -  r  664 
reported    with   amendments,  which    were 

agreed  to  ---...  664 
ordered  to  a  thirid  reading  -  -  .  .  666 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  667 
Quorum,  the  usual  messages  interchanged  to 

communicate  the  formation  of  a  -  9,473 
&ilure  of  a,  at  the  meeting  of  the  second 

session  .        -        .        -        .        .        .    473 

R. 

Recruiting  Servicve,  a  bill  to  suspend,  the,  read, 

&c. .26 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading -        -      26 

read  the  third  time,  and  passe4  -        -        -      26 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

with  an  amendment  ....  48 
which  was  concurred  in  -  -  •  »  49 
Mr.  Leib  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  repeal  the 

act  to  suspend  the 483 

a  bill  to  that  effect  presented,  and  read        *    484 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading 612 

read  the  third  time,  and  postponed  indefi- 
nitely     612 

Rector,  William  and  Ellas,  a  bill  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  for  relief  of;  read  twice, 

and  referred -616 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading      .        .        ^        .        .    617 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     ...        •    617 
Reed,  Philip,  of  Maryland,  attended  *  .     *        -      23 
attended  second  session     ....    478 
Refugees,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  revive  the  act  for  relief  of  the,  from 
Canada  and  Nova,  Scotia,  jread,  dbc.        .    614 
read  a  second  time    •        -        -        .        -    616 
referred  to  a  select  committee     -        .        -    616 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read    672 
the  amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered,  to  a 

third  reading         -        -        -   '     -        -    672 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    675 
Religious  Societies  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
Mr.  Bradley  gave  notice  of  a  bill  to  in- 
corporate the 484 

a  bill  to  that  efiect  presented  and  read        «    613 


Religious  Societies--continued.  Page. 

the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed    614 

read  a  second  time,  aikd  ordered  to  a  third 
reading  *        .        .        -        ^        .    619 

read  a  thbd  time,  amended  by  consent,  and 
postponed      ......    621 

Revenue  Bonds,  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  the  Secretary  of  thr  Treasury 
was  directed  to  report  the  amount  of  out. 
stfinding,  on  the  1st  of  January  last        -    663 

a  statement  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea^ 
aiiry  in  obedience  thereto  -  ->  -  669 
Rinaldi,  John,  Mr.  Gaillard  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  exoneration  from  certain  pen- 
alties .  -  .  -  .  .  -  48 
Roads  and  Canals,  Mr;  Pope,  on  leave,  presented 
a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  United 
States  by,  which  way  read      ...    622 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee      .        •        .        -        .        -     626 

to  whom  was  also  referred,  on^motion  pf  Mr. 
Pop9,  the  report  of  the  Secretary,  of  the 
Treasury  on  ^e  same  subject         -        -    626 

said  committee  reported  the  bill  with  amend-  ^ 

ments    -        -        -        -        •        -        -    630 

which  were  disagreed  to    -        -        -      ,  -    698 

the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed 
to  December  next  -        -        -        -        -    613 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Pope,  so  much  of  the  re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  as 
relates  to  the  Ohio  canal,  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee  -  -  -  -  614 
Robinson,  Robert,  Mr.  Meigs  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  refbrred  to  a  select  committee      -    668 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  reported,  and  read  -        •     666 

read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
reading -        -    668 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    669 

S.    . 
Scituato  Harbor,  Mr.  Lloyd  gave  notice  of  a  bill 

to  erect  a  light-house  at  the  entrance  of  -    661 
a  bill  to  that  efSect,  and  for  other  purposes, 

presented  and  read        -        •        -        -    652 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select  x 
committee      -        -        -        -       --        -    663 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to^  third 
reading-        -        -        -        .        -        -    666 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    666 
returned  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
with  amendments,  which  were  concur- 
red in    -    679 

Sea  Letters,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives to  prevent  the  issuing  of,  except  to 
certain  vessels,  read' twice,  and  referred  to 
a  select  committee .        .        -        .        -    666 
reported  without  amendment      ...    684 
recommitted  to  a  select  committee      -        -    688 
reported  with  amendmenti,  which  were  read    694 
Amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third 

reading .-.----  596 
read  a  ttw'd  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -  596 
the  House  of  Representatives  agree  to  the 

amendments  with  an  amendment  -        -    600 
which  amendment  the  Senate  agree  to  with 
an  amendment       -        -        -        -        -    611 
Senate,  meeting  of  the,  first  session  of       -        •        9 
members  of  the,  in  attendance  at  opening        9 
adjournment  o^  in  respect  to  the  memory  of 
a  deceased  member       ....      2 
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the  President  adjourned  the,  to>he  4th  M(m- 
day  of  November  next   -        -        -        -      60 

meeting  of  the,  agreeably  to  adjournment  -    473 

members  of  the,  in  attendaoice  on  the  day 
of  meeting -    473 

adjourtuneat  of  the,  Without  day        -        -    680 
Senate  Chamber,  a  bill  to  finish  and  furnish  the, 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading      40 

read  a  third  time,  blanks  filled,  and  passed      41 

a  resolution  was  submitted  to  hold  their  see* 
sions,  from  and  after  the  first  of  January 
next,  in  the  new    -        -        -        -        -    619 

amended  as  to  ^  day,  and  agreed  to        -     654 
Sbattuck,  Jared,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre- 

sentatrves  for  relief  of,  read,  &c.     -        -    649 

tead  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 
committee      ------    660 

reported  without  amendment,  and  postponed    678 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Bradley,  it  was  resoWed  to 
request  the  President  of  the  United  States 
to  cause  to  be  laid  before  the  Senate  the 
whole  of  the  correspondence  between  the 
Utiited  States  and  -        -        -        -        -    614 

a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 
Stated  transmitting  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  compliance  with  the  reso- 
lution, read,  and  together  with  the  bill, 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -        .        -    636 

the  bill  reported  without  amendment  -        -    660 

the  further  consideration  thereof  postponed 
to  December  next  -  -  -  -  -  672 
Shipe  and  Vessels,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives respepting  the  property  of  cit- 
izens or  subjects  of  nations  with  which 
intercourse  is  permitted,  read  twice  and 
referred-        -        -        •        -,       -        -       16 

reported  without  amendment,  and,  by  con- 
sent, read  the  third  time  as  amended  and 
fassed -        -       16 
ohn,  and  others,  of  Ohio,  Mr.  Campbell 
presented  the  petition  of,  [mying  an  alteiw 
ation  in  the  laws  regulating  the  sale  of 
public  lands,  read  and  ordered  to  lie  £>r 
consideration          .        .        -        «        .    649 
Sinking  Fund,  report  of  the  Commisaioners  of  the    66d 
Slaves,  the  importation  of,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Giles 
a  eommittee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  ^ 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the '  remis* 
sion  of  penalties,  dbc.,  for  violation  of  the 
act  to  prohibit 34 

(For  further  action  on  the  subject,  see  Pen* 
aUie*  and  Forfeiiures.) 
Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland,  the  President  laid 
before  the  Senate  a  letter  from,  stating  that 
he  had  received  fitun  the  Executive  of 
Maryland  the  appointment  of  Senator  of 
the  United  States  until  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Legislature,  and  desiring  to  know 
whether  such  appointment  wiU  cease  on 
the  first  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Legis- 
lature   -        -        -        --        -        -15 

the  consideimtion  of  the  question  postponed 
to  the  fifth  of  June  next       -        -        -18 

Mr.  Giles  submitted  a  resolution  declaring 
the  right  of  Mr.  S.  to  hia  seat  until  the 
Legislature  shall  officially  inforkn  the  Sen- 
ate that  they  have  elected  a  Senator       -      26 

the  resolution  was  concurred  in        •        -      26 


Smith,  Samuel,  of  Maryland — continaed.  Pagt 

produced  his  credentiab  of  an  appoiBtment 

by  the  Legislature,  was  qualified,  &c.    •  479 
speech  o(  on  the  disa^ement  of  thetvo 
Houses  on  the  intercourse  bill       -      •  W2 
Smith,  John,  of  New  York,  attended       -       -    tt 
attended  at  the  second  session    -       •      -514 
Soper,  Amaea,  a  Revolutionary  officer,  the  peti- 
tion of,  was  read    -        -        -       -      -   574 

South  Carolina,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repn- 
aentatives  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  a  certain  act  of  the  State  of;  icsd    Tt 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  eon- 

mittee    -        -        -      .  -        -        •       -    » 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  r  '     •        -       -      -    J6 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -      -    » 
Stationery,  printing,  Ac,  a  bill  from  the  Houe 
of  Representatives  making  appropriition 
to  defray  the  expense  of       -       -      •    43 
read  tvrice,  and  referred  to  a  committee     -    44 
reported  with  an  amendment,  agreed  to,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       -       -      -    45 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    4€ 
Stout,  John  N.,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repie- 
senUtives  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  tnd 
referred-        -        -        -        -       -      •  53? 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -       -      -  60 

Suffirage,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives supplementary  to  the  act  to  extend 
the  right  of,  in  Indiana  Territory,  read  -  484 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  select 

committee '  *^ 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  t  third 

reading j  JJJ 

read  the  third  time,  aAd  passed  as  amended  511 
Sugar  refiners,  of  Philadelphia,  a  petition  of  tbe, 

praying  a  drawback        -        -       -      •    " 
Sunkmerl,  Joseph,  and  others,  Mr.  Smith  of  Mi' 

ryland,  gave  notice  of  a  bill  fbr  relief  af  5  4 
a  bill  to  Aat  efiect  presented  and  read      •  »j* 

read  a  second  time 'I^ 

referred  to  a  select  committee     -       '      ^  gi! 

'  reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read  Wl 

the  said  amendments  agreed  to  -       •      •  •* 

recommitted  to  a  select  committee     -      -  ^ 


reported  amended 


ordered  to  a  third  reading  aa  amended      -  ^ 
read  a  third  time  and  rejected    -       -      •  W 
Superintendent  of  Public  Lands,  (See  land  De- 
partment,) 
Survr^or  of  the  Public  Bufldings,  the  letter  of 

was  referred  to  a  select  committee  -  •  *'* 
a  Message  from  the  President  of  the  United 

Sutes  enclosing  the  report  of  Ae  -      "  ^^' 
the  President  of  the  Senate  commwuctted 
a  report  of  the       -        -        -       -      •  W 
St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  had  leave  to  wi&drtw 
his  petition,  Ac,  presented  at  laM  «e«on 

T. 

Tait,  Charles,  ^»pointed  a  Senator  by  the  Legi*' 

,  lature  of  Georgia,  in  the  place  of  John 

Milledge,  resigned,  produced  his  creden- 

tials,  was  quaMfied,  dtc 

Thompson,  John,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Sep- 

resentatives  for  relief  of,  read,  dtc.  -  '  ^ 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  -  '  ^^ 
reported  without  amendment     -       • 
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Thompson,  John — continued.  Page. 

referred  to  the  Secretary  of  the- Treasury  to 
report  thereon       •        -        •        •  .      .    654 

report  from  that  officer  read,  and  the  bill 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...    660 

read  the  third  time,  and  negatived  *  -  669 
ThruBton,  Buckner,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Presi- 
dent  of  the  Senate,  stating  that  he  had 
this  day  by  letter  to  the  Governor  of 
Kentucky  resigned  his  seat  in  the  Sen- 
ate, Was  read,  and  the  usual  resolution 

passed  - 616 

Torpedoes,  a  letter  from  Robert  Fulton,  accom- 
panied with  sundry  pamphlets,  explana- 
tory of  his  invention  of,  was  received     -    666 

Mr.  Bradley  submitted  a  resolution  that  a 
committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  testing  the  practical 
utility  of -676 

thi»  resolution  was  agreed  to,  and  a  commit^ 
tee  appointed         -        -        -        «        .    677 

said  committee  reported  a  bill  making  aa^ 
appropriation  ibr  experiment  with,  which 
was  read        -        .        .        .        .        .    684 

read  a  second  time    -        -        -        -        .    686 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...    689 

returned  from  the  House  of  Representa^ 
tives  with  an  amendment       ...    626 

which  was  concurred  in     -        -        -        -    680 
Trading  Houses,  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
inquire  whether  any  and  what  alterations 
are  necessary  in  the  act  establishing,  wiUi 
the  Indian  tribes    -        .        -        .        .    634 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  said  committee,  report- 
ed sundry  letters  relating  to,  which  were 
ordered  to  be  printed      ....    666 
Tseasurer  of  the  United  States,  the  President 

communicated  the  general  account  of  the    687 
Treasury,  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in. 
obedience  to  the  act  to  establish  the  de- 
partment      > 24 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  al  sec- 
ond session .484 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  on  sun*^ 
dry  espenditures,  contracts,  dec     -        •    648 

a  rojport  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  in  obe- 
dience to  the  act  regulating  the  compen- 
sation of  clerks 649 

Tyson,  Mary  S.,  Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  pre- 
sented the  petition  of,  praying  payment 
of  a  Loan  Office  certificate  in  her  posses- 
sion, referred  to  the  committee  on  the  pe- 
tition of  Margaret  Lapsley  and  others     -    661 

U. 
Union  Bank,  of  Georgetown,  Mr,  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  presented  the  petition  of  the 
directors  of  the,  praying  a  charter,  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  a  similar  pe* 
tition  from  the  Bank  of  Washington      -    620 

V. 

Vamey,  Phineas,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives to  discharge  from  imprison- 
ment      626 

read,  and  paired  to  a  second  reading  -     630 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee   -        -        -        -    ~    -        -        -     631 
a  third  reading  refuted       ....    644 


Page. 


Varnnm,  Joseph  B.,  a  message  from  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  they  have  elected. 

Speaker lo 

Vessels  and  Gunboats,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy,  with  a  statement  of    -       14 
Vice  President,  the,  attended  and  took  the  chair    616 
retired  from  the  chair         ....    686 
Virginia  >filitary  Land  Warrants,  a  bill  from 
the  House  of  Representatives  to  extend 
the  time  for  locating,  ^.,  read  twice,  and 

referred 666 

reported    with    amendments,  which  were 

read       - 687 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a 

third  reading 680 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  691 
Volunteers,  a  bill  to  engage  a  coips  of,  6lc,,  read  628 
the  details  of  said  bill  -  -  .  .  629 
read  a  second  time,  and  amended  .  •  663 
debate  on  the  bill 667 

W. 
War,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  in  obedi- 
ence to  an  act  of  Congress    •        -        -    619 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of,  in  obedi- 
ence to  the  act  to  regulate  and  fi^  the 
compensation  of  clerks  -  -  .  -  628 
Washington,  Mr.  Anderson  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county 
of,  (D.  C)  praying  the  repeal  of  somud^ 
of  the  charter  of  the  city  of,  as  exempts 
said  city  from  taxation  by  the  levy  court 
of  the  county ;  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee          662 

a  bill  supplementary  to  the  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  city  of,  read,  du; 631 

postponed  to  December  next      -        -        .    648 

a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
make  public  a  road  in  the  county  of,  read    69C 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  ...    698 

reported    with    amendments,  which  were 
read 611 

amendments  agreed  to,  and  ordered  to   a 
third  reading  .....    614 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    643 
Washington  College,  a  bill  to  incorporate  the 

trustees  of,  postponed  to  December  next  648 
Water  Communication,  Mr.  German  gave  notice 
of  a  bill  to  appropriate  a  certain  tract  of 
land  fer  <^ning  and  improving  the,  be- 
tween the  Hudson  river  and  Lakes  Erie 
and  Ontario -636 

a  biU  to  that  effect  read,  dbc      -        -        -    636 

read  a  second  time 637 

Wea  and  Eel  River  Tribes,  a  further  annuity  in 

permanence  assigned  to  the        -        •        -    636 
Weights  and  Measures,  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland, 
stoted  that  the  Legislature  of  said  Stale 
had  instructed  their  Senators  to  use  all 

}>roper  means  to  procure  the  passage  of;  a 
aw  to  establish 693 

Weymouth,  WUlUm  W.,and  Joseph  P.  Weeks, 
a  bill  from  the  House  of  Representatives 

for  relief  of,  read 644 

read  a  second  time    -        .        .        .       ^    646 
referred  to  a  select  committee    -        •        -     666 
reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed 680 
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White,  William,  and  others,  notice  of  a  bill  for 

relief  of 14 

a  bill  presented  and  read    -        -        -        -       14 

read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee  -------       16 

White,  Samuel,  a  testimony  of  respect  to  the 

memory  of  the  late  Honorable        -        -    478 
Whiteside,  Jenkin,  appointed  a  Senator  b^  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee,  produced  hi* 
credentials,  was  qualified,  Ac,         -        -      14 
attended  at  second  session         -        -        -    681 
Wilkinson,  Joseph,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Kep- 
resentatires  to  discharge  from  imprison- 
ment, read  three  times,  andpassed  -        -      49 
Wilmer,  Rev.  Mr.,  eleetion  of,  as  Chaplain        -       14 
Winters,  Elisha,  Mr.  Clay  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  the  reward  offered  for  the 
apprehension  of  a  certain  leader  of  ban- 
ditti, referred  to  a  committee  .        -        -    648 
a  report  from  said  committee  read       -        -    668 

y. 

Teas  and  Nays,  on  a  resolution  of  Mr.  Giles  re- 
specting the  right  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Ma- 
ryland to  hold  his  seat  until  the  Legisla-    , 
ture  shall  give  official  information,  dbc.  -      26 

on  amending  the  bill  to  remit  certain  pen- 
alties and  forfeitures       -        -        -        -      ^7 

on  the  reading  of  said  bill  as  amended        -      87 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  interdict 
commercial  intercourse,  dec.  -        .        -      89 

oti  postponing  to  next  session  the  bill  to 
erect  public  baths 40 

on  postponing  the  bill  to  exclude  foreign 
armed  vessels         .        -        .        •        -      41 

on  amending  the  House  bill  for  stationery, 
Ac. -    ^* 

on  amending  the  bill  making  farther  prbvis-^ 
ion  for  redemption  uf  the  public  debt      -      47 

on  a  motion  to  postpone  said  biU        -        -      47 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill    -        -      48 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  resolution  in 
relation  io  the  conduct  of  the  British 
Minister 611 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  to  prevent 
abase  of  privileges,  dec  •        -        -    616 

on  postponing  the  bill  for  arming,  equip- 
ping, dee.,  the  frigates    .        -        -        -    683 

on  a  resolution  to  cl^U  on  the  President  of 
the  United  States  for  certain  information     661 

on  amending  the  bill  to  engage  a  corps  of 
volunteers  -  -        -        -        -        -        -    668 

on  amending  Mr.  Hillhouse's  resolution  I'e^ 
questing  information  fii>m  the  President 
^f  the  United  Sutes      -        .        .        -    673 

on  amending  the  bill  for  support  of  Ctovem- 
meot -    676 

Qtk  postponing  the  bill  concerning  Qommer- 
cial  intercourse      -----    676 

on  Mr.  Clay's  motion  to  recommit  said  bill      683 

•n  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  -        -    683 

on  a  motion  to  recommit  the  Houee  biU  for 
support  of  the  Navy       -        -        «        -     683 

on  amending  the  biU  to  authorize  the  re- 
moval of  slaves  from  one  part  of  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  to  another  part    -        -    686 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  - 
Summerly  and  others     ....    686 


Teas  and  Nays — continued.  Pi|e. 

on  postponing  the  bill  oonoemiBg  torpedoM  597 
on  recommitting  the  same  -       -      •  W7 

on  postponing,  and  on  recommitting  the  biB 

for  relief  of  Summerl  and  others  •  •  Ml 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  eonceminf 

torpedoes       -        -        -        -       -       -HI 

'en  piostponing   the   disagreement  of  the 

House  of  Representatives  to  the  Senate'i 

amendments  to  the  bill  concerning  esa- 

mereial  intercourse  -  -  •  •  511 
on  agreeing  with  the  amendments  of  tht 

committee  to  the  bill  concerning  the  Dii- 

trictConrtof  the  Territory  of  OrlesBs  -  5M 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  roads  sad 

canals  -  -  -  •  .  .  •  M 
on  pos^ning  the  report  of  the  Maaagen 

at  the  conference  On  the  ikiteroomse  NO  -  M 
on  adhering  to  their  amendments  to  said  biO  (U 
on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  roads  and 

canab   -        -        -        -        -       -      -  (U 

on  aniending  the  same      -        -       .      .  (13 
on  amending  the  bill  to  alter  and  amend  tht 

act  fixing  the  Military  Peace  Estabhih- 

ment 0* 

on  amending  the  bill  to  procure  munitioBi 

of  war  -        -        -        -        -       -      -  0* 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  pre-emp* 

tion  rights 01 

on  amending  the  bill  regulating  the  Poat 

Office  EsUblkhment  687,  688,  641, 642,  (43 
on  agreeing  to  a  joint  resolution  to  adjovm 

on  the  23d  April ^ 

on  amending  the  bill  fixing  the  compaan- 

tion  of  Ministers  and  Consuls  -  -  ^ 
on  amending  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Joseph 

Summerl  and  others  -  -  -  •  6H 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading  -  ^^ 
on  postponing  the  bill  to  amend  the  set  to 

incorporate  the  City  of  Washington  •  ^ 
on  amending,  and  on  postponing  Mr.  Resff 

resolution  for  amendmg  the  Constitatiaa  6U 
on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  battut  656 
•n  the  final  passage  of  said  bill  .  >  6^ 
on  several  questions  arising  from  the  din- 

greement  of  the  House  of  Bepraseoii- 

trres  to  the  Senate  aKtendmenU  ^  ^  ^ 

same     -  -  .-•••• 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  biH  for  tbe  relief 

of  John  Thompson  -  -  -  •  6iB 
on  striking  out  the  first  section  of  the  bilTts 

esUblish  a  National  Bank  -  .  •  6(1 
on  the  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  rdief  of 

persons  imprisoned  for  debt    •       ' .    * 
on  amending  tbe  bill  to  admit  the  Territoiy 

of  Orleans  into  the  Union  -  --664,6" 
on  amending  the  bill  to  establish  a  Nstionil 

Bank    -        -        -        -        .      6«6,667,6«» 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  MU  for  the  re- 
lief of  Elizabeth  Hamilton     -       -      -  6* 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  le- 

lief  of  Isaac  .Clason  -  -  .  •  *^ 
on  postponing  the  bill  to  establish  &  ^*'  ^ 

tional  Bank '  ^ 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  admit  tht 

Territory  of  Orieans  mto  the  Union  •  •" 
on  postponing  Mr.  Reed's  resolatiofi  fot 

amending  the  Constitution    •       -      •  *^ 
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TeM  and  Nfty»--continu«d.  Page, 

on  araeniditig  the  same  •  -  -  - '  971 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -  •  672 
on  amending  the  hill  cencefnmg  commer* 

chd  interoonrse  -  .  -  -  678,  674 
on  the  final  jMssage  of  the  bill  to  admit  the 

Territory  of  Orleans  Into  the  Union  -  674 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  Margaret  Lapsley  -  -  -  -  676 
on  recommitting  the  same  •        -        -    678 


Yeta  and  Nays — continued.                                 Page. 
'  on  «'  motion  to  recede  from  their  amend- 
ments to  the  intercoofee  bill  .        «        -  687 
Young,  lioees,  a  bill  from  the  House  of  Repre* 

aentadives  for  relief  of,  read    -        -        -  644 
read  a  second  time,  and  referred  to  a  com- 

mtttee  -        -        -        -        -        -     *  -  646 

'   reported  without  amendment     ...  647 

ordered  to  a  third  reading          -        .        -  661 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        -  663 


HOUSE  OP  REPRESENTATIVES  AND  APPENDIX. 


A.  Page, 

Abaentees,  names  of  the,  on  the  final  tote  on 

the  bill  concernhig  commercial  intercourse  1364 
Accmmts,  appointment  of  tlie  standing  commit- 
tee of,  at  first  session      ....       60 
appohrtment  at  the  second  session      .        -  :  684 
Accountability,  a  bill  providing  for  the  more  per- 
fect, of  persons  intrusted  with  public  mo- 
neys, read  twiee^  and  committed     -        -  1617 
Adams,  John  Quihcy,  nomination  of,  to  the  Sen- 
ate as  M inbter  Plenipotentiary  to  Hussta  2063 
Additional  Duties,  Mr.  R^ea  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  laying,  on  all  merchandise, 
dtc,  the  growth,  produce,  or  manufacture 
of  France  and  her  dependencies     -        -  1832 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  1333 
called  up  and  considered    •     '    -        •        -  1470 
a  bill  imposing,  twice  read,  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  1659 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  1^63 
progress  on  it  reported,  and  leavte  granted 

tositigain 1879 

Additional  Military  Force,  a  Message  from  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  with  a 
report  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  show. 
ing  the  progress  made  in  carrying  into 
eltoct  the  act  fbr  raising  an,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Military  and  Na^al  Es- 
tablishments  118 

Adjournment,  a  message  firom  the  Senate  that 
they  are  ready  for,  with  hotice  of  their    . 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee,  dtc., 
was  concurred  in    -        -        -        -        -    470 
Mr.  McKee  submitted  a  joint  resolation  fix- 
ing the  second  of  April  for,  read,  dec      -  1520 
aueh'a  committee  appointed,  and  the  reso- 
lution referred  to  it         -        -        -        -  1566 
m  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  hare 

appointed  a  committee  on  their  part  -  1606 
m  resolution  reported  from  the  joint  com- 
mittee fixing  the  23<]f  of  April  for  -  -  1693 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to  -  -  -  1753 
Mr.  Smilie  moved  to  rescind  the  resolution  1880 
which  motion,  after  debate,  was  ordered  to 

Ue  on  the  table 1881 

Ihe  consideration  resumed,  and  the  resolu* 
Uon  passed 1929 

11th  Con.  2d  Sess.-— b 


Page. 

Administriition,  Mr.  Jforrow  presented  the  me- 
morial  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Ohio,  ex- 
pressing their  entiHs  approbation  of  the 

measures  of 686 

Alexandria,  a  bill  td  amend  the  charter  of,  read 

twice,  and  committed     ....    237 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Love,  the  petition  of  the 
President,  dtc.,  of  the  Bank  of,  was  re. 
ferred  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  .    323 

a  petition  of  the  Common  Council  o^  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  ot  the  Whole      744 

(second  session)  a  bill  to  amend  the  charter 
of,  read  twice,  and  committed  .        .    788 

on  potion  of  Mr.  Love^  the  Committee  of 

.    the  Whole  were  disdiarged    ...  1521 

on  motion  of  the  same,  the  Committee  on 
the  District  of  Columbia  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  amend, 
ing  the  act  to  incorporate  a  turnpike  com- 
pany in  the  county  of     ...        .    828 

a  hill  from  said  committee  to  amend  the  act 
named,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        .1218 

on  motion  of  the  same,  said  committee  were 
discharged 1521 

the  House  considered  the  same,  and  ordered 
it  to  a  third  reading        -        -        .        .  1532 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1538 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1858 

the  amendments  concurred  in    .        .        «  1879 
'  a  petition  of  the  levy  court  and  common 
council  of  the  county  and  city  of^praying  ' 
a  grant  of  money  for  the  erection  of  a 
permanent  jail  in,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee-  on  the  District  of  Columbia      .  '     .    987 

a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  read  twice,  and 
committed -  1^24 

Mr.  Van  Horn  presented  the  petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  county  of,  pray, 
ing  an  alteration  in  the  laws  relating  to 
collection  of  debts,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia         '•  1224 

a  hilt  to  incorporate  the  Protestant  Episco- 
pal church  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  1300 

laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  discharged  -        -        -        .        .  1368 

taken  up  in  the  House,  amended,  and  or- 
dered  to  a  third  reading  ...  1402 

a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Fire  Insurance 
Company  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1446 
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Pag«. 
Algiers,  Consul  General  of  the  United  States  in     1999 
AUuTions,  Mr.  Miller  submitted  ft  resolutioa  re- 
questiog    thf    Prandent  of  the    United 
'  States  to  take  measures  to  asOMftain  the 
title  to  all  th^,  islands,  acoretions,  dec,  on  ' 
ttfe  Mississippi  river,  whiph,  at  his  owm 
suggestion,  was  prdered  to  lie  on  the  table    381 
Alston,  Willis,  remarks  o^  on  blank  ballots        *      54 

on  a  motion  to  appoint  the  standing  oom- 
mittees  -------      60 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution     -        -        -      70 

on  the  motion  of  the  same  gentleman  to  ex* 
press  approbation,  dec.    -        -        -        -  .    94 

on  the  resoJution  relating  to  the  census       -     li^' 

on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  t6  complete  the 
£>rtifications -    3*3( 

on  the  resolution  to  refer  the  batture  ques- 
tion to  the  Attorney  General  -        -        -    340 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  Senate  bill  con- 
cerning non-intercourse  ....    447 

on  the  Senate  resolution  respecting  ihe  con- 
'  duct  of  the  British  Minister    -        -        -    749 

speech  of,  on  the  same  subjept    -      ,  •        -  1004 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relative  to  ad- 
ditional duties        •      '  -        -        -        -  1470 

on,  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-Inter- 
course act      -----        -  17X8 

on  the  resolutidn  concerning*  the  i^por^ion- 
ment  of  Representatives         -        -        -  1766 

on  the  bill  for  the  t>t!tter  accommodation  of 
the  General  Post  OflSce  and  Patent  Office  1791 

on  Mr.  Upham*8  motion  relating  to  the  ex- 
penses of  foreign  intercourse  -        -        -  1944 

on  Mr.  Pitkin *s  resolution  respecting  for- 
eign relations         .        -        .        - '      .  2020 
American  Navigation  Act.     (See  Commercial 
Intercourse  bill  reported  by  Mr.  Macon.) 
American  Seamen,  a  bill  for  the  benefit  o(  read 

twice,  and  committed     -        -        -        -  1216 

(Bee  Seamen,) 
-Ancient  Records,  &c,  on  motion  of  lifr.  Quin- 
cy,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the       -        -        .        -  14)27 

a  report  from  said  committee,  read  and 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1638. 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Quincy  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  discharged,  and  the  re- 
port referred  to  the  same  select  commit- 
tee to  report  a  bill  -        -       .-        -        -  1704 

(For  the  bill,  see  General  Fost  Office  and 
Patent  Office.) 
Anderson,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concernin|; 

commercial  intercourse  -        -        -        -  1826 
Annapolis,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  change  the 

post  route  from,  to  Rockhall   -        -        -    328 

read  twice,  and  ofliiercd  to  a  third  reading    329 

read  the  third  time,  and  postponed  indefi- 
nitely   -        -        -        -        -        -        -    349 

Approbation,  Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  a  vote 
of,  be  passed,  on  the  President's  prompti- 
tude and  frankness  in  meeting  Uie  over- 
tt;res  of  Great  Britain,  dec.    -        -    '    -      98 

Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson  moved  its  indefinite  pos^ 
ponement 96 

a  motion  by  Mr.  Randolph  to  consider  liis 
resolution  of,  was  declared  by  the  Speaker 
to  be  out  of  order,  from  which  decision 
Mr.  R.  appealed  to  the  House         -        -134 

the  decision  of  the  Speaker  confirmed        •    186 


Pigt. 
Appropriations,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  t  nso- 
lution  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to 
ijiq«ii«  into  the  proper  applieatioa  of; 
which  the  House  agreed  to  consider      •    M 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  House  een- 
cor  therewith         -        -        .       .      .    6T 

Mr*  Ep^  moved  a  modification  of  the  res- 
olution, to  which  Mr.  R.  assented  •      -71 

the  resolutioQ  as  ipodifi«d  carried  QDUii- 
mously,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole     -----.    73 

Committee'  of  the  Whole  discharged,  tad 
a  motion  to  refer  to  a  select  committee  •    90 

the  resolution  amended,  and  referred  to  t 
select  committee    -        -        -       -      •  163 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Sheffey,  a  similar  resolu- 
tion was  adopted,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed -  -  -  .  -  .  I19S 
Armed  lilerchantmen,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted 
9  resolution  directing*  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  lay  before  the  House  copiei 
of  aiiy  instructions  issued  to  coUectort, 
relative  to  the  refusal  of  clearancei  to 
private,  agreed  to  -        -        -       •      •  IIW 

a  tetter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasoi;,, 
in  obedience  to  the  resolution        -      -  1)M 

Mr.  D^a  submitted ,  a  resolution  that  it  is 
proper  to  establish  by  law  permanent  reg- 
ulations applicable  to,  dec  -  •  - 1314 
Am^  Trade,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resohition 
that  it  is  expedient  to  aUow  the  merdtsnt 
vessels  of  the  United  States, to  be  armed 
for  their  defence, dec  -  '-,  -  -1*5 
Armies  of  the  United  States,  a  committee  wu 
appointed  to.  inquire  whether  anyaltefi- 
tion  is  necessary  in  the  act  establiabiof 
rules  and  articles  for  the  government  of  th*   H' 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  the  subject 
Was  referred  to  the  committee  00  the  Mi^ 
itary  Establishment  -•  -  •  -1876 
Armroyd,  George,  4c^  Company,  a  favorable  re- 
port on  the  petHibn  of,  was  concorred  loi 
and  a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  con- 
fpnnable  thereto    -        -        -       -      •  HO 

a  bill  presented,  read  twice,  and  committed  1817 

th^  report  6{  the  Committee  o(  Commerce 
and  Manufactures  on  the  case  of   -      '^ 
Armstrong,  G<$nera!,  copy  of  a  note  fhrnif  ^  ^'  ^^ 
Champagny •  ^ 

copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretaiy  of  State 
to  -        -      ^ «l" 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 
State    -        -        2031,  2083,  5156,2127,  Sl» 

copy  of  a  letter  from,  to  Mr.  Pinkney  2031,  t\9 

correspondence  of;  with  Count  Champig- 
ny         -  -     -        -        -         2125, 2126,  JH^ 
Army,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  reaoktion  to 

reduce  the ^ 

a  motion  to  refer  to  a  Committee  of  ttie 
Whole f 

ihe  said  motion  prevailed  -        '       .'       ' 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  President's 
Message'        -        -     •   -        -        •.     ' 

said  committee  reported  the  inexpediency 
of  disbanding  any  portion  of  the     -      '  ** 

(See  mUiary  and  Naval  EstabliehmeaU, 
for  farther  proceedings  on  the  reetrfution.) 

a  bill  to  reduce  and  consolidate  the,  <>f  *•  ^ 
United  8tatei»  reported  •        •       -      •  !•* 
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Aubj — continued.  P«g«« 

read  tince,  and  committed  to  a  Committee 

of  Uie  Whole 1951 

Mr.  Milnor  moved  a  resoliition,  which,  being 
amended,  was  carried,  that  a  committ^ 
be  appointed  to  inquire'  into  the  propriety 
of  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  commit- 
tee to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the,  See.  -  1988 
said  committee  reported  a  resolution  to  pay 
the  witnesses  examined,  dtc,  which  was. 
coBcurrcd  in  l^  the  House  ...  2006 
Hr.  Newton  submitted  a  resolution  request- 
ing the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  House  a  state- 
ment of  the  Dumbw  of  troops  composing 

the  regular     - 1356 

.  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 

wait  on  the  President     .        «        .        «  1357 
a  Message  from  the  President,  with  the  state- 
ment asked  for,  which  was  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee   ...  1867 
the  message  and  aecompai»fiDg  report  <A>- 
dercd  to  be  printed         J       .        ,        *  13g8 
Ann,  the  ship,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  th^ 
Treasttnr  enclosing  a  statement  transmit*  . 
ted  by  the  Collector  of  Boston,  in  relation 
to  forged  papers  used  by         •      '  •        -  1^36 
(For  the  stateme  if,  see  Appendix,  page  3156.) 
Artides  oC  War,  Mr.  Randolph  presented  a  bill 
to  amend  the  act  establishing,  which  was 
permittod  to  lie  on  the  table   ...    467 
Athens,  (Georgia,)  Mr.  Stanford  submitted  a 
raohition  directing  the  Postmaster  Gen-' 
eral  to  report  the  annual  amount  of  ex- 
penditures Im  conTcying  the  matt  ih>m 
the  seat  of  Oovernment  to  New  Orleans 
by  the  way  o^  with  the  proceeds  thereof    153 
Aodrain,  Peter,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  relief 

oi^  read  twice,  and  committed         -        -  1406 

B. 

Bacon,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's 

libel  resolution       •        -        •        -        -      80 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.- Randolph's  resolution  to 
pass  a  TOte  of  approbation  of  the  President 
ofthe  United  States       -        -       -        -      95 

on  his  resolution  concerning  domestic  man- 
ufocturea 1^3,335 

speech  of>  on  the  report  ef  the  committee  ' 
on  the  petition  of  the  Carthiigena  prison-       ' 
en        - 374,381 

remarks  of,  on  his  reiolntkm  relating  to 
challenges,  dtc.      -        -        -        -        -    703- 

on  Mr.  GUes's  resolution  to  call  for  certain 
papers  -       -       .        .        :       .     7181;  734 

on  his  kno.«on  to  refor  the  memorial  of  the 
New  England  Canal  Company      -     780,  733 

in  support  of  his  motion  to  add  certain  pa- 
pers to  Mr.  Troup's  resolution  to  print    -    745 

on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  concern- 
ing the  British  Minbter  -        -        •        -    751 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  b\lcon- 
eerning  connnercial  intercourse      •        -  1439 

speech  o^  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detadi- 
ment  frooi  the  militia     •        -        -  1503, 1514 

on  the  bill  for  the  better  accommodation  6f 
the  General  Post  Office,  dec         -        -     1773 

on  t|ie  bUI  to  reduce  the  Naval  EstabBsh- 

--..--  1989 


P«g». 

Baltic,  en  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  wait  on4he  President  of 
the  United  States,  and  request  him  to  by 
hefore  the  House  any  information  he  may 
possess  relatire  to  the  blockade  of  tbie 
porta  of  the  -  -  -  -  -  .  1091 
a  Messitga  from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  enclosing  a  report  from  the  Seoro- 
tary  of  State  in  obedience  to  the  resoln* 
tion,  was  referred  to  the  Ooihmittee  on 
Foreign  Relations  -  -  -  -  -1301 
said  committee  discharged  from  the  eeasid- 

eration  of  the  subject  ....  1763 
Mx.  Bibb  submitted  a  resehitien  in  reblioft 

to  the  trade  of  the-  ...  -1438 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ofthe 

Whole  -        -        -        r        -        -        -  1489 
aundry  papers  accompanying  the  Message, 
on  the  snt^cct  of  the  blockade,  dtc,  of  the  3131 
Baltimore,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  the  SeeH»- 
tary  of  the  Trieisuty  was  directed  to  lay  ' 
before  the  Houae  a  statement  of  the  emol-     - 
uments  and  expenditures  of  the  Colleet- 
or  of,  for  the  years  1808  and  1809,  in  the 
discharge  of  hie  duties    ....  1479 
a  report  from  that  ofllcer,  in  obedience        -  1639 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  bill ,  for  re- 
lief of  the  Collectors  of  Norfolk  and  Phila- 
delphia - 1536 

Bank  of  Alexandria,  the  petition  of  the  President 
and  Directors  of  the,  praying  an  extension 
of  their  charter,  was  refert«d  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Columbia  -        -  1033 
a  report  from  the  said  committee  thereon    -  1368 
was  reforred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  1376 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  continuing  Uie 
charter  of  the        -        -        -        -        -  1950 
Bank  of  Potomac,  the  petition  of  the  President, 
dec,  of  the,  praying  a  charter,  referred  to 
the  same  committee  as  above  ...  1033 
a  report  from  said  committee      -        -      ,  -  1368 
referred  to  the  Committee  i»f  the  Whole     -  1376 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Seybert,  the  memorial  ofthe  stockholdera, 
dec,  of  tho,  was  x^ferred  to  a  select' com- 
mittee          -        .  1333 

a  report  from  said  committee  refotred  to  the 

Committee  ofthe  Whole        ...  1413 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged^ 
and  the  anbjeet  again  reforred  to  a  select 

committee 1681 

Mr.  Love  submiited  sundiy  reeolutionain  re- 
lation to  the  -        -        .        -        -        -  1758 
which  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table        -  1759 
a  bill  to  renew  the.  charter  of  the,  Reported, 

read  twice,  aud  committed  ...  1763 
debate  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  -  1795 
progress  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again  r^ 

frised     -.-....  1817 
debated  in  the  House,  and  Mr.  Swoope  pro- 
posed an  amendment     ....  1934 
the  amendment  considered,  and  lost  -        -  1936 
Mr.  Love  moved  an  amendment        -        •  1936 

which  was  also  lost 1937 

correspondence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury with  the  President  of  the        -        -  3179 
contract  between  the  Commissionani  of  the 
Sinking  Fund  and  the  •       •       -3183,3184 
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:  o£  the  United  States — continued.  Page. 

U|0  report  of  the  Secretary  6f  the  Treasary 
in  obedience  to  resolution^  on  the  diW- 
dends,  6cc^  of  the  -        •        -        -        <•  3307 

:  of  Washington,  Mr.  Love  presented  the 
petitions  of  the  President,  dtc,  of  the, 
praying  the  grant  of  a  charted;  referred 
to  tlie  Committee  on  the  Distnct  of  Co-  ' 
lumbia  -        -        -        -        •        -        -     747 

a  report  from  said  comibittee      ...  1368 
Bankruptcy,  Mr.  Whitman  presented  the  peti- 

'  tion  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Portland, 
prating  the  establishment  of  a  uniform  sys- 
tem of  -        -        -        -        ?        -        -    698 

a  notion  to  refer  said  petition  to  a  select 
committee,  .lost       -        .        .        -      •  -     699 
Barbarj  Powers,  a  bill  to  protect  the  commerce 
and  seamen  of  the.  United  States  against 
the,  read  twice,  and  committed        .        •ir  1157 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
t6  a  third  reading  r        -        -.       -        .  i  168 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  -  •     .        .1 173 

Barton,  William,  (a  RoTolutionary  soldier,)  Mr« 

Root  presented  the  pustition  of,  and  robved 

to  refer  it  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whple ; 

negatived       *        .        .        .  ,      .        .  1444 

BaiUfrft,  Mr.,  remarks  of  on  the  bill  authorizing 

a  detachment  from  the  militia         >        -  1476 

ranarks  of,  00  a  call  for  eerbun  papers       >  1633 

on  a  resolution  respecting  the  gunboats      -  1663 

OB  a  motion  to  refer  the  subject  of  the  Bank 

I  of  the  United  States  to  a  select  commit^ 
tee -        -  1680 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval 
Establishment        .        .        -  1960,  1990 

speech  *of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  ^  -  1976 
Battnre,  Mr.  Qhefiey  submitted  a  resolution  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  and  instructed  , 
to  bring  in  a  bill,  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  appoint  Commissioners  to  deter- 
mine the  dispute  concerning  the  owner- 
ship of  the     -        -        -        -        -        .333 

which  was  negatived      '   .        -        -        -  1373 

Mr.  8.  submitted  three  other  resolutions  on 
the  same  subject    •        -        -        .       '-    418 

whkh  vrere  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

,     Whole 419 

piogiess  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again  re- 
fhsed     --...-..  1469 

Mr.  Bibb  submitted  a  resolution  to  vest  the 
title  of  the  United  States  in  the  corporsr 
tlon  of  the  city  of  New  Orleans      -        -     349 

Mr.  Poydras  presented  the  representation  of 

"^         the  Mayor,  dtc.,  of  N6w  Orleans,  touch- 

ing  the  title  of  the  United  States  to  the, 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

^      Public  Lands         -        -        -        -        -     701 

Mr.  P.  also  pre^nted  a  petition  of  the  citi- 
tens  of  New  Orleans,  praying  that  the 
title  to  the,  may  be  retained  in  the  United 
States 701 

Mr.  Shefiey  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
relating  to  the        -        -        -        -        -    707 

Mr.  Nelson  moved  that  said  resolutions,  to- 
gether with  the  papers  presented  by  Mr. 
Poydras,  before  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands,  should  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  the  Com- 

\  on  Public  Lands  be  discharged    -    739 


Batlure — continued.  Piga 

which  motion,  after  considerable  discussion, 
pre\'ailed        -        -    .     -        -        -       -   744 

Mr.  Love  oiSered  a  resolution,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  same  -        -        -       •  1379 
on  motion  of  MV.  Gardenier,  the  Seeretaiy 
of  State  was  directed .  to  lay  before  the 
House  a  copy  of  the  opinion  of  the  A^ 
torney  General  on  the  right  of  the  United 
Sutestothe          -    ~    -        -        -       -  1456 

«     a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  endos- 

iog  the  copy  asked  for    -        -       -       -  1468 

Mr.  Poydras  presented  sundfy  resoIutioDsof 
the  Legislative  Council^  dbc,  of  the  Te^ 
ritory  of  Orleans  in  relaticm  to  the  -       -1460 
Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  restdation  on 
the  subject  of  the  -        -        -        -       -  14e9 

which  was  agreed  to,  and  ttfemd  to  a  ss- 
lect  committee     ^  -        -        -        -       -  I48( 

a  b'^U  provitEng  the  means  to  ascertain  the 

title  to,  read  twice,  and  committed  -       •  149i 
progress  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again  re- 
fused    .        .        ...        ...  15G0 

called  up  in  the  House,  and  discussed,  1607, 1617, 

1618.1694,1700 
amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •  1701 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -       -1704 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  16(6 
amendments  disagreed  to  -        •        •       -1^ 
Message  from  the  Senate  that  they  adhere  •  1886 
the  consideration  of  adherence  postponed 
,  indefinitely    -        -        -        -        -       -  1W8 

Baylies,  WiUiun,  the  report  of  the  Committee 

of  Elections,  declaring,  not  legally  elected, 

.  was  committed  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  -.-..-.   »0 

progress  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again  re* 

fused     -        - 418 

the  resolution  of  the  Committee  of  Eleclioo^ 
carried  -        -        .        .         -.-4tt 
Baynham,  William,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

an^  committed       .        .         .        .      •  IU3 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .        .        «        -       -  176S 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -       -  1^^ 

Bayou  St.  John.    {SeelScUuaie  HarSor.) 
Beach  Point.     (See  as  above.) 
Bean>  Charles,  a  detailed  report  on  the  petition  of  1704 
a  bill  for  relief  ef,  read  twice^  and  committed  1765 
Bedticking,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 

.  ury  on  the  manufacture  of      .        -       •  5Jif 
Bibb,  MiT,,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  a  petition  to  divide  Mississippi  Tei^ 
ritpry     ^.--        ...166 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  postpone  the 
Senato  resolution  fixing  the  day  of  ad* 
journment      -     .  -    -    -        -        -       -    364 

attendance  of,  a$  the  second  session   -       -    669 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  call  for  certaiB 

papers  *  -        -        •        -        .        .       .   714 
on  the  motion  to  rtfet  the  memorial  of  the 
New  England  Land  Company        -       •  ^ 
>   on  the  respective  motions  of  M tsars.  Trovp 
and  Bacon  to  print  certain  acta  of  Georgia 
relative  to  the  Yazoo  claims    -        -       -  '*• 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  oommer- 
cial  intercourse      ....       -  1341 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  Albert  Gallatin         -       -  1^ 
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Wbh,  Mr.,  remarks  of — continued.  Page, 

on  potftponing  the  Senate  enlendments  tcL 
tne  bill  concerning  commercial  intercourse  1439, 

1449 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  the  batture  1540 
remarks  Introductory  of  a'  motion  to  post- 
pone indefinitely  th^  resolution  to  inquke 
into  the  conduct  of  General  Wilkifison    -  1746 
introducing  a  memorial  of  the  Legislature 
ofGeorgia  relative  to  l^oundary       -*     '•1987 
Blftckwell,  David,  an  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of,  was  disagreed  to  in  Committee  of 
the  Whole,  and  theit  "disagreement  con- 
firmed by  the  House      -        -        -        -  1761 
Boone,  Daniel,  Mr.  Desha  presented  the  petition 
of,  praying  a  donation  of  land,  referred  to 
H  select  committee  -        -        -        -  1168 

a  report  from  said  committee,  referred  to  the 
ComrfiTttee«fth«  Whole        -        -        *  1363 
Boston  Harbor,    (^e  Seituatc  Harbor.) 
Boundary,  memorial  and  resolution  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  Georgia  on  the  auliject  of  her    -  2273 
Boyd,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  refer   . 

the  batture  title  to  the  Attorney  General    334 
'speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse 1882 

'  on  adhering  to  ditogreeinent  to  the  Senate 

amendments  of  the  same        •        -      .  -  1682 
on  the  mDtu>n  to  disband  the  Master  Com- 
inandants  in  the  Navy   .        -        -        .  1932 
Bradley,  Daniel,  nn  adverse  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1216 

Brent,  John,  and  John  RandftU,  Collectors  of 
Customs,  Mr.  Love  present<id  the  petition 
of,  praying  allowance  for  certain  seizures  , 
under  the  8t.  Domingo  non-intercourse 
act        -        -        -        -        -'      -        -    846 

Brickell,  Thomas,  air  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition o^  concurred  in  by  the  House        -    788 
Brigadier  Generals  Pay,  Mr.  J.  G.  Jackson  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  to  Htnit  the        -        -    361 
which,  after  some  discussion,  was  with- 
drawn   366 

Briggs,  Isaac,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed     -    ,    -        .        -        -        -  1216 
debated  in  committee,  disagreed  to,  reported, 
and  a  third  reading  refused    -      '  -        -  1380 
Brown,  John,  of  Maryland,  appeared  and  toojt 

his  seat  -       *  -        -        -        -        -    ,684 

Brown,  Rev.  O.  B.,  a  message  from  the  Senate 

that  they  have  appointed,  their  Chaplain     696 
f  Qck,  Anthony,  a  report  on  the  petlfion  of,  ^ith 
a  resolution  granting  the  prayer,  ag|«ed 
to,  and  a  bill  for  his  relief  ordered   -        -  1681 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  presented,  read  twice,  and 
committed^    -        -        -        -        -        -  1727 

BoQch,  Benjamin,  election  of,  as  assistant  Door-' 

keeper  -------67 

Sarwell,  Mr.,  remarks  Of,  on  the  subject  of  com- 
mercial intercourse         -        -        -        -      74 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  to  com- 
plete the  fortificatioqs    -        -        -        -     139 

on  the  Senate  bill  of  the  same  tenor  -        -    248 
on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  the  peti- 
tion to  divide  Mississippi  Territory  -    266 
on  the  resolution  to  refer  the  batture  quea^ 

tiort  to  the  Attorney  General  -        -        -    329 
on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval  Establish- 
-ment     -        -        -        -    '    -        -        ..    388 


Burwell,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continued.  Page. 

speech  of,  on  the  non-intercourse  bill  -    426 

attendance  of,  at  the  second  session    -        -    868 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  con- 
cerning the  blockade  of  the  Baltic   -        -  lOM 
speech  o(  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercoui^e      -        -        -  1168, 1251 
remarks  of,  on  liis  motion,  to  postpone  said 

bill         -        -        -        .        -        -        -  1201 
introductoiy  of  a  resolution  concerning  con- 
voy       -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1225 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 
the  official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury       - U16 

remarks  oi,  on  a  motion  to  call  for  certain 

papers 1623 

'on  the  resolution  concerning  apportionment 

of  representation    -        -        -        -        •  1767 
speech  of,  oh  the  bill  to  impose  additional 

dttti^ -        -  1865 

'  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  ftom  the  Senate  to 
extend  the  time   of  payment  for  public 
landa     -        ...        .        .        .        .  1999 

Business,  a  joint  committee  appointed  to  inquire 
what,  is  necessary  to  be  done  during  the 
present  s^ession       -        -        -        -        -     117 

a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  have 

appointed  a  similar  committee         -        -     168 
^  a  report  from  the  said  joint  committee        -    229 
a  sidiilar  report'  from  another  committee  of 
' »    the  same  character         -        -        -        -  1693 

Butler,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  oh  the  motion  to  take 
Up  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of  General 
Wilkinson     -        -  '     - 
C. 
Caldwell,  Harry,  lind  Amasa  Jackson,  Mr«  Helms 
presented  the  petition  of,  which  was-  re- 
ferred to  a  select  committee    -        -    >    .    705 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  committed    844 
ordered  to  a  third  reading  .        .        p  12I6 

.  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1218 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend> 

ment -        -  1388 

which  amendment  was  concurred  in  -        -  1365 
Calhoun,  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       .....  1858 
Campbell,  John,  of  Maryland^  af^ared  and  took 

his  aeat  -  .      -        -        -        -        -    694 

Canning,  Mr.^  unofficial  account  of  a  converse-  ' 

tion  held  by>  with  Mr.  Pinkney       -        -  2064 
copy  of  a  despatch  firom,  to  Mr.  Srskine     -  2066 
Cape  St,  Vincent,  ^.  bill  to  make,  in  the  district 
of  Sackett's  harbor,  a  port  of  deliveiy, 
read  twice,  and  committed      ...  1768 
Capitol,  a  bill  making  further  appropriations  for 

completing  the,  read  twice,  committed      -1196 
reported  with  amendments,  which  were  read 

and  agreed  to        .        -        .        -        -  2051 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  2053 
Captures,  British^  French,  and  Diknish,  a  Mes- 
sage from  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  with  a  report  from  the  Secretary 
'    of,  in  obedience  to  a  resolution  of  the 
House  ..----        -  1200 
Carthagena  Prisoners,  Mr.   McKim  presented 
the  petition  of  thirty-five  American  dti- 
sens,  praying  the  interposition  of  Govem- 
^lent,  dec.,  referred  to  a  select  committee     161 
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Cjolliagena  Prisoners— continuecL  ?age* 

a  'Eeport  .from  said  committee  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    *    1267 

the.  resolution  reported  by  the  committee 
agreed  to,  and  reported  to  the  House       -    284 

on  the  question  of  concurrence,  the  resolu- 
tion lost  by  the  i^ote  of  the  3pedLer        •    316 
Census,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution. 

concerning  the  third       -        -        -        -     160 

agreed  to,  and  referred  to  a  telect  committee     183 
'    a  bill  presented  providing  for   taking   the 

third,  permitted  to  lie  on  the  table  -        -    469 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  make  provision  for  takivg 
the        -        - 690 

a  bill  from  said  committee  read  twice,  and 
committed 744 

reported,  and  referred  to  a  select  commit- 
tee        ------        -  1373 

svndry  amendments  reported,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  ,      -  1406 

reported  to  the  House  with  sundry  mnend- , 
ments -  1406 

paxtially  agreed  to,  further  amended,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       ...  1427 

read  the  third  time^  and  passed  as,  amended  1428 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1693 

the  amendments  agreed  to,  except  one        -  1636 

the  Senate  insist,  and  ask  a  confereiice      -  1636 

the  House  insist  and  consent  to  the  confer- 
ence     ..---.-  1669 

«  report  from  the  Managers       ...  1693 

a  message  from  the  Senate  that  they  reoede  ^ 
with  a^  amendment    ^  -     .  -  ,      -        -  1694 

the  modification  proposed  by  the  Senate  C9n- 
curred  in       -        ....        .  1606 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Fisk,  a  committee  wp 
.  appointed  to  prepare  a  bill  to  rectify  a 
mistake  which  had  occurred  in  enroliing 
the  bill  just  passed        ....  1760 

the  rectifying  bUl  presented,  read  twice,  ahd 
ordered  to  a  third  reading       -        -        -  1761 

read  the  third  time,  and.  passed  -        -        -  1 762 

on  motion  of  Mr.'  Bacon,  the  Committee  on 
Domestic  Manuifa<;tures^  were  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so 
.  amending  the  act  for  taking  the,  as  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  o0ipers  to  collect 
information  thereon       -        -        -        -  191$4 

a  biU  frirther  to  amend  Che  act  for  taking 
Ae  tMrd,  read  twice,  and  committed       -  1988 

ordered  to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -  2016 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  2028 

Challenges,  dec.,  Mr.  JBacon  submitted  a  resolti- 

tion  in  relation  to  •        -        -        -        •    702 

Mr.  B.  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up 
his  resolution  to-morrow         ...    703 

the  resolution  was  modified,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    706 

Chamberlain,  John  C,  of  New  Hampshire,  ap- 
peared and  took  his  seat         -        -        -    682 
Champagny,  Mr.,  a  note  from  General  Arm- 
strong to       -        -        -        -        -        -  2029 

Chaplains,  a  message  from  the  Senate  prc^posing 

the  election  of  two,  agreed  to         -        -      68 
a  similar  message  and  result,  at  the  second 
session  -        -        -        -        -        -        -    684 

Chemical  Preparations,  report  of  the  Secretary 

of  the  Treasury  on  American         -        -  2236 


Chesapeake  and  Delawaie  Canal  Company,  a 
,bill  frx>m  the  Senate  authorizing  the  sale 
and  grant  of  a  quantity  of  tand  to  the    -  167f 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  if9f 
Chickasaw  Indians,  a  bill  making  appropriatioBa 
to  cany  into  effect  a  treaty  with  the,  and 
to  establish  a  land  office  in  the  M  ississappt 
Territory^  read  twice,  and  committed      -     ISS 
reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        .        .        .        .    29 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -    2M 

China,  name  and  emoluments  of  the  Consnl  cf 

the  United  States^  in     -      ^  .     -        -  199^ 
Christiansand,  a  i;Aen}orial  firom  sundry  Ameri- 
cans at  ......  ti37 

(Ulisicular,  a,  firom  the  Treasury  Department  to 

Colleetors  of  Customs    -        -        -2074,3394 
,fiEom  the  British  Envoy,  Mr.  Jackson  -  SISS 

Claims,  appointment  of  the  standing  Committee 

of  (nrst  session^     -----•• 

appointment  of  the  standing  Committee  of 
(second  sessioD)    .....     68t 

said  Committee  discharged  from  the  consid- 
eration of  all  claims  not  reported  on        -  1967 
City,  Mat^ew,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 

his  seat      -  -       -        -        -        -        -    ^St 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  anthorixing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  mUitia,    1474,  1476,  1477,  1478 
'    remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Pitkin's  amendment  to 

the  same        -        -        •         1569,1671,157% 
Clezton,  Thomas,  election  of  as  Doorkeeper     -      67 
authorised  to  eniploy  an  assistant,  serrants, 

^DC       -        - lift 

an  extra  allowance  granted  to   -        -        -  20SS 
ClaxUNiv  James,  the  Secretary  authorized  to  pay 

one  hundred  dollars  to  -        -        -        -  2063 

Clerks,  en  motion  of  Mr.  Stanford,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means,  were  instructed 
to  bring  in  a  bill  fixing  and  allowing  ami- 
able salaries,  to  the  Government     -        -  1466 
a  bill  to  fix.  the  compensation  of,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....  1659 

Clock,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Van  H6m,  the  Clerk  of 
.  the  House  wa^  directed  to  procure  a,  for 
the  use  of  the  House  nf  ReprssentatiTes    416 
Clopton,  John,  of  Virginia,  was  qualified  and 

took  his  seat,         -        ...        -    217 
Coast  Surrey,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  Com- 
mittee of.  Commerce  and  •  Mnnnftu^toces 
were  instructed  to  in^re  into  the  pro- 
priety of  making  frirther  provision  for  a 
complete        -        -        -        -        -        -  1254 

Coles,  Isaae  A.,  the  Speaker  laid  before  the 
House  a  letter  from,  apologizing  for  a 
certain  occurrence,  on  whidi  no  order 

w«s  taken €95 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  occurrence 
referred  to  in  said  letter,  which  was  re- 
ferred to  them  .....  795 
a  report  made  by  said  committee  -  -  967 
.  which,  with  the  papers  accompanying  it, 
was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    969 

Collectors  of  Customs,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  au- 
thorizing credit  to  be  given  to  certain,  for 
allowance  paid  by  them  to  the  owners  and 
crews  of  fishing  vessels  -        -        -        -    381 
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twice  leod  and  coiqfmiUad  -        -        - '  398 

read  the  third  time,  and  pasaed  ...    464 
Collectora  oi  Norfolk  and  Philadelphia,  a  bill  for  . 

relief  of  the,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  146>1 
Cemm^roe  fmd  Manu£Kctur;eey  appointment  of 

the  standing  Committee  of  -        60,  084 

Commercial  Interooorae,  Mr.  Newton  preaented 
a  bill  concerning,  which  was  twice  read, 
and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole      74 
reported  without  amendment  and  ordered  to 

a  third  reading       -        -        -        -        -     1 18^ 
read  a  third  time,  and  paaaed     -        -        .118 
a  bill  to  revive  and  amend  the  act  to  mteir*       ' 
diet,  with  Great  Britain  and-  France,  read 
twice  and  committed      -        .        -        -    152 
on  motion  of  Mr.  J.  G.  JadKson  the  Com« 
nittee  of  the  Whole  were  discharged,  and 
the  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  committee 
that  reported  it,  for  amendoaent      -        •    383 
an  amendatory  bill  to  the  aame  effect  report- 
ed, read  twice,  and  committed        •        -    367 
repoiited  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 446 

read  a  third  time       -        .        .        .        .    449 
paaaed       -        -        ....        .    457 
a  bill  firom  the  Senate.td  amend  and  con- 
tinue in  force  the  act  to  interdict,  &&, 
read  twias,  and  committed  to  the  Cam- 
.  mittee  of  the  Whole  to  whom  the  amen- 
datory bill  .of  the  Houae  was  eommitted    339 
Mr.  BfcKim  aubmkted  two  lesoiotiena  cen-^ 

ceming  o«ir  ■  -  -      -  .     •        •        ...    739' 
which  were  agiieed  to        •        .        .        •    744 
Mr.  Macon,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Belatioiia,  leperted  a  hill  respecting  the, 
between  the  United  States  and  Great  Brit- 
ain and  France,  and  for  other  purposes    764 
read  twice  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  the 

Whole  -  -  .  -  -  -  -  -  766 
bill  debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  -  11^ 
psvgvess  reported,  and  leave  to  sit  again 

obtained  -  -  ,  -  -  -  -  1173 
debate  resumed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  1173 
]Jtog7e8s  reported,  and  leave  fo  sit  again 

obtained^  •  ...  .  .  1183* 
debate  lesomed  next  day  ....  1183 
an  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Chittenden 

to  permit  the  importation  of  salt,  preniailed  11 96 
an  amendment  ottered  by  Mr.  Macon,  giving 
the  President  the  power  to  jodge  when  the 
belligerent  edicts  shnll  cease  to  violate  onr- 
commeree,  also  prevailed         •        •        -  1195 
after  sayeral  verbal  amendments,  the  Com- 
mittee rose  and  re|K>ned  the  bill     -        -  1196 
debate  on  the  bill  resumed  ki  the  House  -  -  1301 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Burwell,  the  fortber  con-* 

sideration  postponed  till  to-morrow  -  1302 
the  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 

report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole   •  1219 
ssveral  amendnnnts  made  to  the  bill  in  Con- 
,  mittee  of  the  Whole  were  agreed  to        •  1222 
debate  in  the  House  resumed     ^   ^    -        -  1247 
a  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  to  a  select  com- 
mittee v^as  negatived      -        •        -        -  126^ 
debate  on  the  btil  resumed        ...  1257- 
a  motion-  to  postpone  was  negatived  -        -  1273 
the  debate  on  it  resumed   -         1376,1990,1326 
an  nmeDdment  propaiBed  by  Mr.  Montgomery 
was  agreed  to        •     -  -        •        .        -  1339 
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and  the  bill  was  ordered  to.  a  tbbd  reading  1330 

read  the  third  time,  further  debated,  and  the 
House  adjourned   -        -        -        -        -  1883 

debate  on  the  final  question,  **  Shall  this  bill 
passl"-        -        -        .        -        -        -1338 

the  question  taken  and  carried  ...  1364 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
upon  which  debate  ensued      *        -  1438, 1448- 

the  amendments  of  the  Senate,  and  one  by 
My.  Bpp^,  referred  to  a«elect  committee  1468- 

said  committee  r^rted  a  disagreemant  to 
the  Senate'e  amendments,  in  which  the 
House  ooncuK^d,  except  as  to  so  oiHich  as 

.    strikes  out  the  last  section      ...  1484 

the  bill  returned  to  the  Senate  precisely  in 
its  original  ^n^     -        ...        .  1435 

a  message  from  the  Senate  insisting  on  their 
amendmentiH  and  asking  a  conference     •  1493 

th^  House  agreed  to  the  conference,  with  a 
resolution,  also,  to  insiu        -        -        -  1496 

a  report  from. the  committee  of  conference 
of  disagreement     -        .        .       ^.        .  1559 

the  disagreement  between  the  two  Houses 
debated  -        .        .         1636,  1666,  1701 

a  bill,  No»  3,  concerning  the,  preeented,  read, 

and  passed  to  a  second  reading       -        -  1768 
)  debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -  1887 

amended  and  reported        .  -      .        .        .  1818 

the  first  and-second  amendments  of  the  CtNn- 
mittee  concnired  in        -        -       -        •  1914 

the  third  amendment.concurred  in     -        -  1916 
'     ordered  to  a  third  mading  -        -        -    ^  -  1928 

read  a  third  tim& 1980 

the  final  question  put  and  carried       -        -  1981 
^  returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  2007 

QtM  amendment  disagreed  to,  and  managers 
appointed  to  oonfinr        .        «<        .        .  2049 

the  Senate  agree  to  the  conference,  recede 
from  one  and  adhere  to  the  others  of  their 
amendments  -        -        .        .        -        •  2060 

a  rspoK  from  the  oMiereee  recommending  a 
modification  -        -        -        -    '    -        -  3061 

the  reeoramendation  of -the  committee  con- 

enrred^  in       -        -      .  -        -       .*        -  *063 

Cammercial  Laws,  so  moch  of  the  President's 

'  Message  as  retates  to  the  reviilon  of  the, 

referred  to  the  Committtee  <^  Commerce 

and  Msiinfhctur^  .....      9$ 

Comptrollers,  a  report  in  relation  to  balancee  on 

the  hooks  of  the     -        -        -        -        -  1617 
Congress,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  fkx  the  time 

for  the  next  meeting  of  -        -        -        -    331 
'    read  twice  and  committed-        ...    338 

rekd  a  third  time  tnd  passed      -        -        -    381 

a  concurrent  resolution  from  the  Senate  fix- 
ing the  3^th  instant  for  the  adjournment 
'  of  the  present  session  of       -        •        -    364 

the  resolution  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table    -    366 

agreed  to  With  an  amendment  altering  tha 
day        -------    380 

it  bin  making  appropriations  to  defray  the  ■ 
contingent  expenses  of,  twice  read,  and 
committed      - *    388 

r^rted  with  amendments  and  ordei^  to  a 
thlidreading-        .....    883 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -as  amended    394 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Root,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  and  bring  4n  a  bill  to 
fix  the  time  fi>r  the  next  meeting  of       -  1768 
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•aid  committee  reported  a  bill  for  that  pnr^ 
poae,  read  twice,  and  committed     ^       •  1798^ 
Constitution,  a  concurrent  resolution  from  the 

Senate  to  amend  the      -        -        .        .  1997 

twice  read  and  committed  •        -        -        -  2006 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed 2050 

Mr.'  Macon  submitted  a  resolution  to  amend 
the,  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  2028 
Consuls,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of,  residing  on  coast  of  Bafbary  1768 

read  twice  and  committed  -        -.        -        -  1708 

ceported.  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  recommitted    ...»  1868 

Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 
the  bill  again  ordered  to  a  third  reading  -  1879 

ilMid  the  third  time  and  passed  -        .        •,  2049 

Mr.  Upbam  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 
President  be  authorised  to  eause  to  belaid 
before  the  House  a  statement  of  the  names, 
compensation,  dec,  of  the  sevsral  United 
Stfites  -        .        -        -        -        -        -  1946 

the  resolution  agned  to,  and  a  commkteo 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  President  -        -  1947 

a  Message  from  the  President  enclosing  Ute 
sUtement  asked  for        -        -        •        -,  1998 
Contested  Elections,  Mr.  Southard  submitted  a 
resolution  relating  to  evidence  in  cases  of, 
which  was  r^erred  to  a  coroiiBUttee  •        -     183 

a  bill  to  render  perman^t  the  act  prescri* 
hing  thomode  of  taking  eridenoe  an  cases 
o(  presented,  read,  twice,  and  coftimitttd    "264 

the  same  action  on  the  same  subject  at  th^ 
second  session        -        -     -   «        -     738, 827 

reported  without  amendment     ...  1378 
Contingent  Fund^  a  Message  from  the  President, 

with  ah  account  of  the,  for  1899      -        -  1274 
Convoy,  Mr.  Burwell  suboutted  a  resohitton  re« ' 

lating  to,  ice-         •        -        -        •        •  1236 

referred  to  a  select  committee    ...  12M- 

a  bill  reported  by  said  committee  on  the  sub- 
ject of  -        .        -        -    /    -        -        -  1408 

twice  read  and  committed  ...  HO'l 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole  were  disoharged    ...  ^464 

a  new  biU  was  reported  by  Mr.  Ef^es,  which 
was  read  twice  and  committed        •        -  1484 
-Cook,  Orchard,  of  Massachusetts,  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat    -        -        *        -        .     134 
•  remarks  o^  on  the  biU  to  complete  tbe  fi>r- 

^cations 240 

on  the  resolution  for  the  relief  of  the  Car- 
thagena  prisoners  -        .        -        -        -    304 

on  the  bill  to  red  uce  the  Naval  Establishment    390 

appeared  and  took  his  seat,  at  the  second 
session  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1876 

on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  concerning 
commercial  intercourse  .     '  .    .    .        •  1585 

on  the  resolution  to  call  for  certain  pap^  1622 

1624 
Copper  and  Brass,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  on  the  manufactures  of  •  -  2234 
Cotton  Goods,  a  memorial  of  the  manufacturers 
of,  in  Baltimore,  praying  that  an  additional 
duty  may  be  imposed  on  the  importation 
o(  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufiicturee        -        .        - ,    152 

tke  report  of  the  Secretary  of  ,the  Tieasury 
on  the  American  mann&cturee  of  -        •  2229 


Pija 
Crist,  Henry,  of  Kentucky,  appeared  and  took 

his  afeat  •        *        -,.        ---689 
Cumberland  Road,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  the 
Message  of  the  President  on  the  subject 
of  the,  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  90 
a  hill  in  addition  to  the  act  for  laying  sut 

and  making  the,  read  twice  and  committad  ST 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  on  the  same  subject  448 
debate  on  the  same  in  Committee  of  tbe 

Whole  ....:.,  4« 
ordered'  to  Ke  on  the  table  -        -       -      -  466 
read  twice  and  referredio  a  select  committee   717 
'      reported  withont  amendment  and  committed 

to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      •       •   817 
and  oi^red  to  a  third  reading    -        •       -1385 
read  a  thir^  t>B^  ^^^  passed      ...       -  140S 
Cutts,  Mr*,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  redote  tbe 

Naval  Estahlishment      -        ...  387 
on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course -      -      *      -       -      -     -  mi 

,»• 

Dana,  Mr.,  8j>eech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resohi- 

tion  relating  to  libel        -         -        •       78, 83 
-   remarks  of,  on  the  same  member's  resolotisa 

to  eiipress  approbation  of  the  Prcsidsot'f 
.conduct     .    -        -        .        -       -      -    94 
on  the  Tesolution  xonceming  the  sedition 

law       *        - 1» 

on  Mr.^  Ross's  amendment  to  the  same      •  Itl 
speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  postpone  tbe 

vote  of  approbation  indefinitely  -  -135 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  rceolntiott  Sk 

the  benefit  of  American  soanien  -  -  1^ 
introductory  of  a  resolution  to  allow  mtt- 

chant  Tesselp  to  arm  for  defenop  -  -  1^ 
on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  complete  the 

Ibrtifrcations  -  -  -  -  -  •  348 
on  the  bill  ibr  the  redemption  of  the  poblic 

debt      -        - 3« 

on  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  tbe  joint 

resolution  from  the  Senato  conccraiag  so- 
journment    - ^ 

speech  of,  on  the  biU  to  reduce  tbe  Navsl 

Estoblishment  -  .  .  .  386,l» 
on  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 

the  non-intercourse  act  -  -  409,418,445 
on  the  third  reading  of  the  same  -  •  ^- 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  conceraing  tbe 

naTigation  laws  -  -  -  .  -  687 
on  his  amendment  to  the  resolution  ealHof 

for  a  copy  of  Mr.  Jackson's  circular  706, 713 
on  the  potion  to  refer  to  the  CoauBittee  of 

Claims  the  memorial  of  the  New  Eng- 
land Land  Company       •        -       -    731, 738 
on  the  resolution  from  the  Senate  conceminf 

the  conduct  of  the  British  Minister-  *  748 
speedi  of,  on  the  same  -  .  .  -  76 
remarks  of,  on  a  Terbal  amendment  to  a 

resolution  ofifercid  by  Mr.  Burwell  -       -  l^^ 
.    .    on  Mr.  Newton's  resolution  calling  ^  *  ^ 

statement  of  the  Army  -  .  -  •  Iw 
on  Mr.  Nicholson's  resolution  for  a  general 

establishment  of  National  Banks  -  -  l^ 
on  the  bill  concerning  sea-letters  -  -  ^*^ 
on  the  bHl  autberisiiig  a  detaohnent  frsai 

themUitia  -  -  •  1381,  188S,lW 
on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  tbe  official 

conduct  of  Albert  Gallatin      --      -       '  ^^ 
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oa  th«  bill,  concevnii^  eommei^dftl  iatev* 
course   -        -        -        -        .       '   14^2,  1454 

on  the  bUl  feletui|r  to  convoy     -  149(K  1491 

on  the  Senate's  amenilments  to  tke  bill  con- 
cerning CDBiroereial  intercourse         1493,  1495 
^        speech  o£  on  the  biH  authoming  a  clet«eh« 

ment  from  the  militia     -        -        -        -  1535 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Pitkin's  amendment  to 
the  same        -        -        -         lb69,  1671,  li78 

oa  a  call  im  certain  papers      .  -  '      -        -  1628 

spaeoh  of,  oii  tha  b^U  cenceming  torpedoes    1625, 

1629 

remarks  o^  on  r^rring  the  subject  of  the 
Bonk  of  the  United  States  to  a  select 
oottmittee     -        ^        -        -        «    -    -  1B80 

eo  Mr.  AandoIph*s  resolution  to  repeal  the 
iien*intorcourae  act.       ».-      -        •        *  1709 

on  the  bill  to  impose  additional  duties         -  1861 

on  the  bin  to  reduce  the  Army  ...  1865 

speech  of,  on  the  same  tul^ect  -        •        -  1876 

remarks  of,  on  an  amendment  to  the  inter- 
cpnrsebillNo.2    -        ...        .        -1916 

on  Mr.  UplUm's  resolution  relathig  to  Qon- 
suls       -        -        ...        .        .  1946 

on  the.loan  bill  .        .        .        .        -  1947 

on  his  resolution  relating  to  the  Post  0£&ce 
Establkhment        -       -        .       .        -  1954 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval 
Estoblishmeot        .....  I95r 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  disband  the 
Master  i)ommandantj    •        -  .      -.       -  1985 

on  Mr.  .Pitkin's  resolution  concerning  our 
.  foreign  relations     ......  202p 

Danish  Captures,  resolntions  of  severatmerchants, 

dbc,  of  Philadelphia,  concerning     -        -2142 

memorial  of  merchants  and  underwriters  on 

the  same  sul^eet,  to  the  President  -        -  2143 

Darby,  Ezra,  Honorable,  Mr^  Fisk  submitted  a 

resolution  that  a  gi^ve  stone  be  erected 

over  the  grave  of  .        .^       *        -        .'1794 

Davdin,  An^ey,  Mr.  Gbolson  made  a  favorable 

report  on  the  petition'  of         .        -     .    -  14^5 
.  the  report  concurred  in,  a  bfll  ordered  in 
pursuance  thereof .        .  •        .        -  '     -  1531 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  an<^  committed  1533 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 1560 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1564 
Dawson,  Mr.,  reqiarks  of,  introductory  of  a  mo. 

tion  to  meet  at  ten  o'dock,  A.  M.  -        -      57 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Georgia,  enclosing 
a  certificate  of  the  election  of,  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Elections    -.       -        -     152 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Newton's  resolution  re- 
specting the  state  of  the  Army        -        -  1556 
Debentures,  a  bill  to  authorize  the  issuing  of,  in 

certain  cases,  read  twice,  and  committed      754 

Mr.  Seybert  presented  the  petition  of  mer- 
chants of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  cer- 
.  tain  formalities  in  the  bonds  for,  may  be 
dispensed  with,  referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  .  -  -  -  1465 
Denmark,  Mr.  Whitman  submitted  a  resolution 
respecting  captures,  k,c^  undev  authority 
of  the  Government  of     -        -        •        -    699 

the  resolution  was  amended^  and  ag^ctd  to ,    700 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  Stale  concern- 
ing our  afKair«  with         -        '  2135,2158 


Page. 
Denmark  and  its  Dominions,  a  statement  of  Uni- 

.  ted  Sutes  Consuls,  and  their  compensa- 
tion, in 1998 

Dannes,  James,  (s  disabled  man   at  the  nAvy 
yard,)  Mr.  Witheispodn  presented  the  pe- 
tition of        -        -        -        ...  1090 
Desha,  Mr.,  speech  o^  on  the  bttl  concerning 

commercial  intercourse  ....  1300 

remarks  of^  on  -the  bilHiuthorizmg  a  detach, 
ment  from  the  militia     .        -,       .        .  1382 

on  a  motion  to  take  up  the  report  in  the  case 

.  of  General  .Wilkinson     .        .        ,        .  2034 
Dbtillers,  the  petition  of  sundry^  praying  a  prohi- 
bition of  the  importation  of  foreign  Honors 
distilled  from  grain,  ^kc,  referred  to  Com. 
mittee  of  Commerce  snd  Manufactnres    >    218 
District  of  Columbia,  appointment  of  the  stand* 

ing  committeo  on  the     .        •^        >       60, 684 

said  committee  instructed  to  inquire  what 
amendments  are  necessary  in  the  att  re- 
lating to  the  -        -        .  ,      .        .      90 

several  petitions  presented  at  last  session  re- 
foired  to  8%vd  committee  .      229,  230,  233 

a  motion  to  instruct  the  committee  to  re- 
.port  what  subjects  before  them  ought  to 
be  acted  on,  was  negatived     -        ^       .    234 

a  bill  respecting  the  circuit  court  of  the, 

•^  read  twice,  and  committed      -        ...    256 

a  petition  of  snndry  peraons  praying  that  a 
certain  way  be  made  puUip,  referred  to 
the  committee  aforesaid  ...    316 

Mr.  Love  presented  ths  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  inhabiUints  of  the,  praying  the  in- 
,corporation  of  a  company  to  make  a  road 
leading  from  the  Capitol  ioFredericktown, 
referred  to  same     -        -        .      -  -        .    764 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  removal  of  sUives  from 
.  one  part  to  another  of  the,  read  twice, 
and  committed       .        •        •        •        -     783 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -   •    -  .      -        -        •*  1216 

rei^d  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        •  1218 

a  ^ill  to  make  a  certain  road  in  the,  public, 
read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  1487 

read  Uie  third  time,  and  passed  .        .        *  1531 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1617 

which  were  concurred  in  ..        -        -        .  1622 

a  bill  to  amend  the  laws  within  the,  read 
twice,  and  committed     .        ...        •  153^1 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  incorporate  a  com- 
pany for  making  certain  turnpike  roads  in  1533 

read  twice,  and  committed  ...  1532 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Love  the  bill  was  read  a 
third  time,  and  passed    -  ,     -        -        •  1860 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  amend  tHe  laws 
within  ^e,    -        -        -        -        -        -  1727 

read  twice,  ^nd  committed      ...  1,760 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson,  a  committee  was 
appoipted  io  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  amending  the  act  concerning  the  or- 
ganization of  the  militia  in  the        •        •  1768 

a  bill  from  said  committee,  read  twice,  and 
^      committed 1816 

Mr.  Love  submitted  a  resolution  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  be  author- 
ized to  appoint  three  commissioners  to 
draw  up  a  code  of  laws  for  the,  wjiich  the 

.    House  did  not  consider  ...  igsii 
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Page. 
DixoD,  hncy,  aa  advene  report  oDr  the  petHioa 
of,  was  disagreed  to  in  Committee  oi  the 
Ayhole,  and  the  House  concurred  in  the 

disagreement 1761 

Documents,  the  Committee  on  Post  Offices  and 
Post  Roads  were  instructed  to  [Hrepare  a 
bill  authorising  monbers  to  frank  the 
Message  and  ......     684 

a  bill  ih  pursuance,  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  «...     690 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        .    p90 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  concurred  in  •  -  •  .  701 
Domestic  MaiMiiaeture8,^r.  Bacon-  submitted  a 
resolution  directing  the  Secretary  of  the 
TreMurjr  to  report  at  the  next  session  a 
plan  to  protect  and  foster        ^        .        .     162 

agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  *        -     163 

Mr.  Lyon  submitjted  a  resolution  on  the 
same  subject  •        -        -        •        -    1^ 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
enclosing  a  report  in  obedience  to  the  first 
resolution,  of  wbiclh  one  thousand  eopies 
were  ordered  to  be  printed      ...  1929 

the  committee  on  so  much  of  the  President's 

-  Message  as  relates  4o)  made  a  report 
thereon  -        *        -        -        -        •    363 

resolutions  accompanying  said  report,  the 
first  of  which  was  reforred  to  the  Corn*- 
mittee  of  the  Whole       -        ^        *        -    3^ 

the  question  of  referring  the  second*  resolu- 
tion negatiTed  -  -  -  -  '*  3d7 
Drawback,  Mr.  Van  Horn  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  modifying  or  . 
repealing  the  laws  relating  to,  which  the 
House  refused  to  consider      ^        -        -182 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  benefit 
of,  in  certain  cases  -        -        -        •    256 

twice  read,  and.^omtnitted         -        -        -    864 

Mr.  Van  Horn  again  submitted  a  resolution 

-  similar  to  his  first  .        -        -        -        .    704 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

enclosing  a  statement  of         •        -        -  ^  717 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Potter,  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  and   Manufrictures  were  in^^ 

^ '  structed  to  inquire  into  the  exp^rencgr  of 
extending  the  ben^t  of,  on  certain  mer- 
chandise        -        -        -        .        .        -    744 

a  bill  to  extend  the  allowance  of,  to  certain 
▼essels,  read  t^ice,  and  committed  -        -  1403 

a  bill  to  allow  the  benefit  of,  in  certain  cases, 
read  twice,  and  committed      -        .        .  1617 

committee  discharged  from  its  consideration  1769 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Potter  the  biH  was  or- 
dered to  a  third  reading  ....  1858 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  «  '  -  '  -  1679 
Dunn,  Thomas,  election  of  as  Fergeant>^t-arms  57 
Dyster,  Joseph  Joshua,  Mr.  Findley  presented 
the  petition  of,  praying  the  grant  of  a 
patent  right  to  a  new  principle  for  erect- 
mg  iron  bridges,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee  -        -        .      '  .        .        ^        .    694 

a  bin  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  bencfil 
of  patent  right  to,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted           -        -    717 

reported  with  amendments,  and  again  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -    744 


Dyster,  Joseph  Joshtut-  ■  oentiHued*  Pigi. 

the  amendoMni  agreed  tOy  and  the  faiU  ot^ 

dered  to  a  third  reading  -       -      -  1330 

read  the  third  time,  and  paved  as  ameadei  1355 
a  bill  from  tiie  Senate  to  extendeertain  pn^ 
ileges  to      ------   144« 

read  twice,  and  oommitlad  -       •  1456 


Baithenware,  a  report  from  the  Secretaiy  of  ika 

Treasury  on  American  manufrKlQiiBt  if  3335 
East,  damael  G.,  a  faiB  finr  the  benefit  of  tha  »> 

tate  of,  read  twice,  and  coqimitted  -       •  1330 
reported,  and  ordered -to  lie  on  the  t^s    •  136B 
referred  to  the  Secretaiy  4)f  the  Nafy        •  1378 
BIsctions,  appointment  of  the  standing  osauait- 

tee  of  -        -.        -        -        -        -       •1,683 
JSfyi  Mr.,  remarks  of;  on  an  amendment  to  tke 

bill  for  a  deteehment  from  the  militia  -  1573 
on  another  amendment  propbeedto  the  mat  1574 
on  a  motion  to  reaoind  the  reifoMon  fixiaf 

the  day  •#  ad^anmaMpit  •       -      •  1880 

on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the 

time  of  p^rment  fer  p«Uie  lands     aew^aOOl 
Embargo,  a  bill  tp  repe^  the  several  acts  Itying 
.  an,  and  fer  other  purposes,  read  tirice, 

and  committed IW 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Tmsorr 

to  the  Chaitman  of  the   Committee  oif 

Commerce,  dbc«  on  the  subject  of  the     -  339 
Emott,  Mr.,  remarits  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to 

complete  the  f^nrtifS^ations  -  .  -  354 
speech  of,  oA  the  report  in  the  case  of  tbe 

Carthagena  prisoners  -  ...  271 
ofi  the  concurrent  resolution  of  the  Sentte 

relating  to  the  British  Minister  •   W5 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  an  amemliDent 

to  the  bill  anthorlaing  a  detadunfut,  dw.  1576 
speech  of,  on  the  question  of  adberinf  in 

disagreement  to^e  Senate's  smendmeirti 

to  the  Wn  concerning  commercial  tntet- 

course    -        -        -    "   -        .      .      -  IIW 
Eppes,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph'i  res- 
olutions   ^ 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph   -        .       -      -    ^ 
on  the  question  of  concurrence  on  the  sec- 

.ond  resolution  -  -  -  -  •  71 
on  the  bill  for  the  redemption  of  tbe  pnbfic 

debt  *  -  .  -  .  .  •  »1 
on   the  resolution   to  limit  the  Brigsto 

(jreneral's  pay  -  -  -  .  -  354 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  and  contijivt 

in  force  the  non-intercourse  act      •       •  ^ 
.  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  call  for  t 

copy  of  Mr.  Jackson's  circular  •  708,  TIJ 
speech  of,  on  Mr.  (Jold's  resolution  -  •  '*' 
speech  of,  on  the  concurrent  resolution  frtwn 

the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  British  Min 


ister 


91! 


remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hhea*s  resolution  to  im- 
pose additional  duties    -        -  1333, 1471 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
;     the  commercial  intercourse  bill        •       *  ^^ 

remarks  of,  on  withdrawing  an  amendment 
proposed  by  himself       -        -  .     -       *  ^** 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  relating  to  convoy* 

1487,14«1,1*» 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  to 
reduce  the  Army  and  Navy    - 
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Eppes,  Mr. — continued.  Page.  - 

speech  of,  in  rejoinder  to  Mr.  Randolph's 

reply     -        - 1616 

remaiks  of,  on  his  motion  to  take  up  the 

convoy  bill 1789 

speech  of^  on  the  bill  to  impose  additional 

duUes 1819,1825 

speech  ot,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph    -        •  1896 
Erskims,  Mr.,'  correspondence  oi^  with  the  Sec- 
retary of  State  2057,  2059,  2060,  2061,  20^9, 
2077,  2084,  2108 
Errine,  John,  and  others,  petition  of,  praying  to 
b^  paid  the  amount  of  their  accounts  for 
collecting  tha  direct  tax,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Claims     -        -        -        -     153 

Estimate,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  reported 
an,  of  appropriations  for  the  year  1810,    - 
'  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  -   '    -        -        -        -  1167 

Etans,  Oliver,  on  inotion  of  Mr.  fiove  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  what  altera-, 
tions  if  any  are  necessary  in  the  act  for 
relief  of         -        -        -        -        -        -  1410 

Executive,  a  resolution  fron^  the  Senate  expres- 
sing approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the, 
in  refiisuig  to  hold  further  communica- 
tion  with  Mr.  Japkson-  •        -        -        -    747 
debate  on  the  resolution  in  Committee  of 

the  Whole 756 

progress  reported,  with  leave  to  sit  again    -   783, 

844^868 
debate  resumed  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,   784, 
848,  869,  874,  935,  988,  1032,  1091 
sTmotion  for  indefinite  postponement  neg- 
atived     1088 

Mr.  Gardenier's  moti6n  to  recommit  the  res- 
olution negatived 1144 

question  on  the'  final  passage  of  the  same 

taken  and  carried  -        •        «        .        .  1151 

Expenditure  of  Public  Moneys,  Mr.  Randolph 

made  a  report  on  the,  accompanied  with 

sundry  documents,  which  were  ordered 

tobe  printed -448 

Expoxta,  a  report  firom  the  Secretary  of  tke  Trea- 
aiiiy,  with  a  statement  of,  for  the  year 
1809,  was  ordered  to  be  pr'wted  -  -  1404 
Export!  and  Imports,  to  and  from  Great  Britain 
^nd  France,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  giving  an  aoeount  of  -  -  2393 
lijitsm  Compensation,  ordered  to  be  paid  to '  Ae 

servants  of  the  House    -        *        .        .  2064 

F. 

Fioanees,  a  resohition  relating  to  the,  submitted 

by  Mr..  Dana,  was  agreed  to  •        •        *    8M 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  ' 
Ways  and  Means  -        -        .        -        .    389 

annual  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
attry  on  the  state  of  the  •        •        w    704 

the  report  at  large     •        «        .  2108,2185 

Findley,  Mr.,  remarkf  of,  on  Mr.  Rahdolph*s  ap-^ 

probatory  resolution        -        -        .  .      «      9^ 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  pos^ne  the 
same  indefinitely 114 

a^Mared,  (second  session,) .  and  took  his 
aaat       -        -        -        -        -        -        -    682 

ramarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 
tho<»ffioial  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury       -        -        -        -        .  .     -  1420 


Findley,  Mr. — continued.  '  Page, 

speech  of^  on  the  bill  au^oriziag  a  detadi* 

ment  from  tho  militia     -        ...        -  1517 
on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General 

Wilkinson     *        -        -        -        -        -  1735 
on  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States       -        .'      .        .  1810 
Fines,  penaltie^  dbc.,  Mr.  Newbold  presented  a 
bill  to  remit  certain,  read  twice,  and  com. 
mitted    -        -        -        .        .        .  141a 

(See  Penalties f  &c) 
Fink,  John,  the  testimony  of,  read  by  Mr.  Emott 
in  his  speech  on  .the  subject  of  the  Car- 
thagena  prisoners   -        -        -        .        .    273 
Fishing  Vessels,  bounties  to  the  owners,  dec,  of, 

(See  Collectors  of  Customs^ 
First  Meridian.    (See  Lambert ^  William.) 
Fisk,  Mr.  spciech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  approba- 
tory resolution        -        -        -        -        -     171 
^remarks  of;  on  the  bill  to  complete  the  forti- 
fications        -        .        .        .        .    340,254 
speech  of,  on  the  subject  of  the  Carthage- 
'        na  prisoners  -        -        -        -      279, 297, 314 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  refer  the 
batture  question  to  the  Attorney  Gen-, 
eral       --..--.    848 
speech  of,  on  tl^ie  bill  to  amend  and  continue 

the  non-intercourse  act  -'        -        -        •    422 
speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  reUting  to 

the  conduct  of  the  British  Minister         -    809 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      -        -        -        .        .  usi 
,  ..  remarks  of,  introductiny  of  an  amendment 

to  the  foreign  license  bill        -        -        •  1216 
remaiks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 

the  commercial  intercourse  bill  1440, 1442, 1494 
speech  of,  t>n  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment fit>m  the  miUtia     -        -        -        -  1610 
remarks  of,  on  the  torpedo  experiment  1628,  1630 
speech  of,  on  adhering  to  the  disagreement 
of  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  com- 
merchd  h>tercourse  bill  -        -        -       ,.  1654 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  re- 
specting  the  apportionmentof  representa- 
tion      -        -        .        -        .        -1765,176ft 
remarks  of,  on  a  motion' to  rescind  the  reso- 
lution fixing  the  day  of  adjournment       .  1880 
remarks  of,  on  an  amendment  to  the  com- 
mercial intercourse  bill.  No.  2         -        -  191ft 
Flag  of  the  United  States,  so  much  of  tho  Presi- 
dent's Message  as  relates  to  abuses  of  the, 
by  coHusfve  prostitution  thereof,  referred 
to  the  Committee  oC  Commerce  and  Man- 
ufactures      -        -        .        -        .        .    688 
Foreign  Armed  Vessels,  a  resolution  asking  for 
copies  of  the  instructions  issued  with'  re- 
spect to,   submitted  by  Mr.  Dana,  was' 
agreed  to       -        -        .        .        -        .  121^ 
a  Message  from  the  Pre^deot  of  the  IThi- 
ted  States  enolosing  a  report  from  the 
Secrttary  of  the  Treasury,  that  no  instruc. 
tions  have  been  issiled  on  the  subject  of  >  1867 
Foreign  IntercoUrse>  Mr.  Upbam  submitted  a 
resotutionTvlattttg  to  ex'jienditures  on,  dtc, 
which  wns  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table      -  1430 
Mv.  Upham  submitted  another  resolution  of 

Kke  tenor,  which  was  agreed  to      -        -  1945^ 
a  letter  from  the  Seeretary  of  the  Treasnry 
in  reply  to  said  resolution,  was  referred 
to  the  Comfnittee  of  Ways  and  Means  -  198ft 
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(See  ShoH,  WiiUam,  for  the  object  of  the 
resolution.) 
Foreign  Licenses,  Mr.  McKim  submitted  a  reso- 
lution, regarding  the  practice  of  trading 
under,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  a.  com- 
,  mittee  appointed    '     ,  *        -        -        -     694 

said  committee  reported  a  bill  to  prohibit  the 
use  of,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        -     764 

progress  reported,  with  leave  to  sit  again    -  1430- 
Foreign  Relations,  appointment  of  the  commits 

tee  of -      91 

a  report  from  said  committee      -   ,     -        -     267 

reference  of  so  miich  of  the  President's  Mes- 
^        sage  as  concerns  our,  to  the  sam^     -        -    688 

a  concurrent  resolution  from  the  Senate 
touching  our,  read  twice,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -        -     706 

debated  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  747, 7.55, 784, 
848,  869, 874,  935,  988,  1032,  1091 

Mr.  Pitkin  submitted  a  resolution^  calling  fpr 
certain  correspondence   •        -        •        -  2018 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
Wait  on  the  President    ...        -  2021 

a  Message  irom  the  President,  with  a  report 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  complying 
with  the  resolution         -        -        -        -2028 

(For  various  documents,  correspondence,  See., 
see  Appendix.) 
Forged  Documents  and  Sea  Letters,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Montgomery,  certain  papers  tte-?- 
companying  the  President's  Message  in 
relation  to,  were  ordered  to  be,  printed     -  1428 

(For  cttpies  of  these  papers,  see  pages  2155) 
2166,^2157,  and  21.58.) 

(See,  alsd,  Ama,  Ship.)         ./ 
Fortifications,  so  much  of  .the  President's  Mes- 
sage as  relate  to,  -referred  to  a  seiftct  com- 
mittee  -        -        -        -        -        ...      90 

a  resolution  wa»  submitted,  requesting  the 
President  to  cause  to  be  laid  b^bre  the 
House  an  estimate  of  the  sums  necessary 
to  complete  the  -    -        -        -        -        -     118 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  on  the  President    -        -        -        -     168 

« letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  in  reply 
to  the  resolution    -        -^       -        -        -    231 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  making  appropria- 
tions to  complete  the,  read  twice,  «nd  com- 
mitted    241 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        -     256 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -     266 

so  much  of  the  Message  (second  session)  as , 
relatea  to,  referred  to  «  select  committee  -    689 

a  report  from  the  Secratary  of  War  On  the 
sUte  of  the    -        -        -        -        -        -    82r 

referred  to  the  committee  on      -        -        -    828 

Mr.  Clopton,  from  said  committee,  made  a 
detailc^id  report  on  the  suljgectof  -  -  1443 
Fester,  Andrew,  and  partner,  the  petition  of,  pray- 
ing restitution  of  their  ship,  &c,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Commerce  and 
Manufactures         -        -        -        -        -    230 

said  committee  reported  a  bill  to  relinquish 
and  remit  the  claim  of  the  United  Statee, 
arising  from  the  condemnation  of  thtm 
ship,  Clara,  read  twice,  and  committed    -    284 

read  a  third  time,  aikd  passed      -        -        •    466 


Foster,  Hannah,  a  report  from  the  Committee  of 
Claims,  on  the  petition  of,  uniavorable  to 
the  prayer  thereof,  was  read  -  -  •  318 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  -  -  •  )19 
France,  Mr.  Mosely  submitted  a  resolution  in 
relation  to  «ur.  communic<itions  with  the 
Government  off  which,  being  amended, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Kppes,  so  as  to  inclade 
Great  Britain,  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table      -        - 1831 

the  resolution  considered    .        .       -      •  1374 
agreed  to  as  amended,  and  a  committee  ip- 

pointed  to  wait  on  the  President     •       •  1371 
a  Message  from  the  Pre&ident,  with  a  report 
-  from  the  Secretary  of  Sute,  in  reply       •  HO 
documents  concerning  our  relations  with  •  S114 
France  and  its  Dominions,  a  list  of  Consult  and 
commercial  agents  of  the  United  8utei 
in,  with  a  statement  of  their  compensation  1996 
France  and  Great  Britain,  a  letter  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  communicating  certain  1^ 
ters  called  for,  on  the  subject  of  negotia- 
tions with      -        -        -        -        -       -  SIM 

Franklin  Meshack,  of  North  Carolina,  appeared, 
'  and  took  his  seat    -        -        -       -       -  688 

Friday,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  this  day,  in 
each  week,  was  set  apart  for  the  consid- 
eration of  reports  and  biUs  arising  from 

'  petitions W5J 

Frigates,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorixe  the 

fitting  out,  &c,  of  the    -         -        -       •  H74 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  1306 

Fugitives  from    Justice,  Mr.  Jennings  sobmit- 
'  ted  a  resolution  in  relation  to,  from  the 
.Territory  of  Indiana,  &c.        -       -      -  1^ 
Fulton,  Robert,  a  letter  was  received  from,  to- 

gether  with  sundry  CQpies  oi  his  pan- 

phlet,  &c. 1*W 

(See  Torpedoes.) 

G. 

€kdlatin«  Albert,  Mr.  Gardenier  submitted  ties- 

plution  that  a  oomodttee  be  appointrd  ta 

inquire  generally  into  the  official  condad 

of,  as  Secretary  of  the  Treasury     -      -  !♦** 

after  considerattoB,  the  resolutton  was  aef- 

atived    -        .        -    .    .        -       -       -1«3 
9,  letter  from,  as  Secretary  of  State,  to  Mr. 
Erskine         -        -        -        ^       .       -  HO 
Ctaiphin,  Thomas,  the  petition  of,  pratying  an  set 
to  compel  certain  persons  resident  in  the 
Creek  nation  to  pay  certain  warrants, 
ice.  referred  to  a  select  committee         -   ^ 
Gannett,  Deborah,  Mr.  Wheaton  presented  the 
petition  oU  praying  to  be  placed  on  the 
pension  roll  ae  &  soldier  erf*  the  R*^'*f** 
tion  under  the  name  of  Robert  Shirthft 
referred  to  a  committee  -        -        •       -  ^*^ 
Garanger,  Lewis,  a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  ited 

twice,  and  committed     -        -        -       -  17* 
tlardenier,  Mr.,  remarks  of;  on  the  appointtM"* 

of  the  standing  committees  by  baHot     -    * 
remarks  oi^  on  the  resolution  conceraiaf  the 

Sedition  law jj 

q>eech  oft  on  the  same       «       «       •       -  i" 
'  on  the  approbatory  resolution  of  Mr.  Baa* 
dolph    -        -        -        -        - ,      -       •  "• 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  Seoala  to 
complete  the  fortificatiotis      -     '  •       '  ^ 
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Qwrdenier,  Mr. — oontinoed.  Page. 

appear«d  and  took  hk  seat  (at  the  Second 
Mssion)         - 706 

remarks  of*  on  the  reaolution  to  call  for  a 
Oopy  of  Mr.  J ackaon's  Circular      -     709,  71 J 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gold's  resolution  of  a  sim- 
lar  character  -        -        .        -    719, 726 

remarks  of;  <tti  the  joint  resolution  /rom  the  • 
Senate  relating  to  Mr.  Jackson,  iu,        -    747 

speech  ofi  on  the  same       ...   958,  1 145 

remarks  o^  on.  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      .....  1173 

remarks  of,  on  the  appropriation  bill  -        -  1864 

speech  oi;  introduotory  of  a  resolutbn  to  in- 
•  quire  into  the  official  conduct  of  the  See* 
retary  dl  the  Treasury  •         I414y  1417,  14S2 

remarks  of,  0/1  the  Senate's  aimeddments  to  ■ 
the  intercourse  bill         .       .   1439,  1449,  l460. 
Gardner,  Gidepn,  of  Masaachuaetta,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 684 

Chtfland,  David  €^,  a  new  niember  from  Virginia, 

]Nro4ueed  his  credentials,  ^be.      ^    *        -  1216 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  autboriting  a  detach^ 
ment  from  tlie  militia     -        -  1474, '4476 

speech  of,  on  ^  questidn  of  adhering  to 
disagreement  in  the  Senata's  amendments 
to  the  intercourse  blir   -^        <•        .        .  1665 

speech  of;  on  the  InU  (No.  2}  eonceming 
commercial  intercourse  ..        .        ^  lt81 

Garret,  Joab,  a  report  fiom  the  Committee  on 
.Public  Lands,  on  the  potion  of,  agreed 
to  .•        -        .        .        .       ...  lUS 

a  bill  fpr  the  relief  of;  read  twioe»  and  com* 
mitted  -        -        ....        .  U68 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  "        -        -        *  ■.     -  1368 

read  the  third  lime,  and  passed  ...  1873 

relumed  from  the  Senate  with  amendment*  1407 

which  amendments  were  concurred  in        -  1429 
General  Post  Of&ee  arid  Patent  Office,  a  biU  for 
the  better  accommodation .  of  the,  dbc, 
read*  twice,  and  committed      ...  170i 

rqiorted  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -   '     •        -        -        -  177^ 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •  -  •  1791 
General  Welfare,  Mr.  Nichcflas  submitted  a  res^ 
olution  that  provision  be  made  by  law 
for  the  general  establishment '  of  rbaaka 
throughout  the  Vmted  States,  and  that  , 
the  profits  arising  from  the  s^me  be  ap- 
propriated fdr  the  -        -        •        •        -690 

a  motion  to  refer  4he  resolution  to  »  seleet 
oommHtee  negatived      ....  U78 
Georgiar  memorial  of  the  Lisgislature  of,  with 
sundry  papers  on  the  subject  of  the  boun-* 
dary  with  North  Carolini^      •        •'       -  2273 
O^many,  a  list  of  Cctksuls  of  the  United  SUtes 
in,  ^itb  a  statement  of  their  -compensa- 
tion      -        -        -        -        ...  1999 
Gholson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Sejiate  bill  to 

complete  the  fortifications       -        -        -    261 

speach  of,  on  the  .resolution  t^  refer  the  bai- 
ture  question  to  the  Attorney  General    -     341 

is  interrupted  by  a  question  from  Mr.  Han-  • 
dolph,  which  he  answers,  and  proceeds  -    343 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  -    347 

Oft  Mr.  Shefiey's  resolution  relative  to  the 
batture-        -        -        -        -        -        -    468 

speech  of;  on  the  joint,  resolution  from  the 
Senate  req>ecting  the  Br^^ish  Minister    •    828 


C%oliA»n,  Mr. — continued.  Page* 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Newton's  resdlutionr  re- 
lating to  the  state  of  the  Army      -        -  1260 

on  the'  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  official 
conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  I41S' 

on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 
intercourse  bill     -        .    -    .        -1686,1638 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  subject  of  the 
United  States  Bank  to  a  select  committee  1680 

speech  oi^  on  adhering  to  disagreement  with 
the  Senate, on  the  inSercoune  bill  -        -  1685 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  (Noi.  2)  concerning 
commercial  intercourse  -  1772,  1787^ 

speech  of)  in  rep^  to  Mr.  Taylof  s  objeetioB 
to  his  amendment  of  the  same        -        -  1788 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  rescind  the 
jesolntion  filing  a  day  for  adjournment  -  1886 

on  Mr.  Upbam's  resolution  relating  to  ex- 
penses of  foreign  intercourse  -        -        -  1945 

on  the  motion  to  take  up  the  report  in  the 
case  of  General  Wilkinson     ...  2041 
Ginghama,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  American  manufacture  oif    -  2229 
(91ass  Wlire,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  American  manuftictore  of    -  2235 
Gold,  Mr.,  remarkfi  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  reso- 
lution respecting  the  doctrine  of  libel     -      84 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  complete  the 
^brtifications 250 

on  the  bill  to  amend  and  continue  in  force 
the  mm-inteipcourse  act  -        -      .%8,  397,  447 
.  ,  remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  to 

call  for  oertain  information     -        •        -717 

in  support  of  said  resolution      -        *     718,  724 

on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  re- 
specting the  Biritish  Minister  -     747,749 

speech  of,  on  the  same  subject  -        -     .   -    848 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  intercourse  bill         ^^        -  1439,  183^ 

speech  of,  on  the  oonvoy  bill      -        .        .  1487 

en  the  bill  anUioriiing  a  detachment  from 
the  militia-    -        -        •        ...  15O8 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  respecting  the 
ganboatp       •        -^       -        ^        -        -  1664 

on  the  resolntion  relating  to  apportioomenl 
of  representation   .....  1766 

on  Mr.  Upham's  reacdulion  conoemiog  Can-  < 
suls       .......  1946 

Goveraoent,'  a  liW  making  appropriatione  for 

the  support  o^  read  twice,  arid  oomnritted  1247 

reported  to  the  House  without  amendment    1355 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -        <>        <»  1373 

returned  from  the  Sonata  with  amendmento  1427 

recommitted  to  the  Comnuttee  of  the  Whole  1428 

reported  with  the  amendments,  whieh^  were 
eoncnrred  in  -  -  -  •  -  *  1431 
GnuB,  a  petition  of  sund^  citizens  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, pffaying  that  the  importation  of 
foreii^  liquors  distilled  froni,  may  be  pro- 
hibited,   referred    to  ihe  Ccunmittee  of 

.    Commerce  and  Manufactures     '    •        •    690 
Giiay,  Edwin,  of  Virginia,  appeared  and  took  his 

sfat       -        .        -        •        .        *        -     685 
Great  Britain,  Mr.  Gold  submitted  a  resolution 
calling  for  information  touching  our  rela- 
tions with      -        -        -        ...    718 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
epfMunted  to  wait  on  the  President         -     727 

a  Message  from  the  President  in  reply,  read, 
end  ordered  ta  be  printed       ...    753 
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Great  Britain  and  its  Dominions,  a  list  of  the 
Consuls  And  commercial  agents  of  the 
United  Sutes,  in  -  ....  1998 
Qreal  Britain  and  Ffan«e,  a  Message  fhim  the 
President  transmitting  copies  of  corres^ 
pondences  between  our  Mkiisters  at  Lon- 
don and  Paris  with  those  of  -        -        •  1424 

the  correspondence  accompanying  the  Mes- 
sages of  33d  May  and  lOth  June    -        -  8655 

the  correspondence  aeoompaAiyiiig  tha  Mes^ 
sage  of^he  16th  December     -  '     -        •  t663 
Gaillet,  Urban.    (See  La  TViMe.) 
Ganboat8,,on  motion  of  Mr.  Pitiiun,  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy  was4arected  to  raport  a  state- 
ment of  the      -        -        .        .        .        •91 

a  resolutidn  submitted  by  Mr.  Pitkin,  direct 
ing  the  sale  of^  ftc,  was,  after  an  amend- 
ment by  Mr.  Maoon,  adopted  -        -        •    332 

a  report  from  thoSiBcretary  of  the  Navy,  in 
obedience  to  the  first  resolntioil       -        -    237 

another  report  from  the  same,  on  the  expense 
of  eqni^pilng  -        •     '    >        -        -    238 

a  report  from  the  Gommittee  on  Nard  Af* 
fairsi  that  it  is  not  expedient  te  seU  Any 
part  of  the  puUic  armed  Tessels,  was  or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table  •        -        -    264 

the  motion  to  sell  the,  negati^d         -        -    392 

Mr.  Van  Dyke  submitted  a  resohition  on  the 
subject  of       ------  1662 

which,  being  amended,  was  agfeed  to,  and 
refeiMd  to  a  committee  -        -        *•        •  1665 

report  thereon  from    said  commtttee,  re- 
ferred to  |he  Committee  of  the  Whole    -  1699 
Gunpowder,<  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Trea- 
sury on  the  American  ma^nlketures  of  -  2235 

H. 
Hale,  William,  of  Nev  Hampshire,  appeared 

and  took  hiv  seat    -        -        .....    684 

remarks  o^  on  the  bill  anthoihteg  a  detaeh- 
ment  froi^  the  militia     -        -  147*6,  1477 

Hamiiftna,  EUaabeth,  the  petition  o^  praying  to 
be  allowed  and,  paid  the  amount  of  hto 
hneband's  balfrpay,  referred  Co  die  Coi^- 
mittee  of  Claims    -        -        -        •        -     153 
an  unfavorable  report  thafoon  from  said 
.  committee     ••        ...      .       .       -  1197 

the  report  debated  m  OomoiiMee  of  tiie 

Whole,  progress  reportedi  Ax;.        -        -  1412 
&e  Committee  of  the  Wiiole  repoM  their  dis- 
agreement to  the  report  of  ^  Committee 
of  Claims,  in  whioii  disagreement  ^m 
House  oononrred   •        .        .        .        •  1^80 
^  the  Committee  of  Ckims  were  thereupon 
inatructed  to  bring  in  ^  bill  in  oompHeAee 
with  the  prayer  c^  the  pe^on        -        -  1486 
a  bill  for  relief  of,  presented,  read  twiee»  and 

committed     -        .-..-.        .  1520 
reported-  to  the  Hevse,  and  sereral  amend- 
ments proposed      -        ...        .        .  1561 

ordered  tp  a  tiiird  reading  ....  1664 

'    read- a  third  time,  and  psised     -        -        •  1565 
Hamilton,  General  Alexandsf,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Seybert,  the  original  report  ci,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  manufaetures,  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  fer  the  use  of  the  Hou|»e     -        •  '702 
Harris,  Levett,  a  letter  from,  to  the  Sieeretary  of 

S^le     ...        .        .        .        .  2062 

a  note  from  Count  Romanaoff  to        -       •  2063 


Hastings,  WilHara,  a  bill  for  relief  of;  rtad  twice, 

and  committed 1378 

Hats,  a  memorial  of  the  mannfkctifren  of;  in 
Fredericktown,  praying  protection,  rdsr- 
red  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  ni 

'Manufacttkres 7J 

a  memorial  oftbe  manafeetUTers  of,  in  thed^ 
of  Baltimore,  to  the  like  effect,  r^fened  to 
tiie  same        -        -        -        -       -      -90 

of  the  town  of  Alexaadria,to  the  likesieet  ISS 
of  Philadelphia,  to  the  like  eifect  •  lU,  XT 
ofNew  York,  tothelike'effect  •      -   153 

of  Ne#bnryport  and  Newbnrg,  to  the  ISie 

effect  -  *  .  -  -  -  .  161 
of  the  borough  of  Reading,  to  the  like  eftet  113 
of'Boston,  and  other  towns  of  Massa^nsetn^ 

|o  the  Uke  effect     -  ,     -        .       -      .  in 
of  Woodbridge^  New.  Jersey,  to  the  like  ef- 
fect       -        -        -        .  ■     .       .       .  t!9 
of  Hagerstown,  Maryland,  to  the  like  eA^ct    M 
s  of  Lancaster.  P^nnsytyania,  to  the  Ifte  ef- 

^     feet       - W 

of  Portiand,  Maine,  to  the  -tike  ^Bbct         *  ^ 
ofNew  Jersey,  to  the  Kke  effect        •      -316 
of  Prorideoce,  Rhode  Island,  to  the  Ifte  e^ 
ftct        ....        .        .       .      -  816 

retort  of  the  Secretary  ^f  the  Treasaiy  oa 
the  American  manrufectures  of       -      -2231 
Haven,  Mr.,  speeeh  o^  on  the  bill  oonoerahig 

'eommereial  intoroonrse  -        -      .--     -121) 
Hawkins,  William,  a  bill  authonzinj  tbe  dk- 
charge  oi;  from  imprisonment,  reediwiee, 
and  committed       -        -        -       -      -  818 

re^rtisd  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  th?rd  reading  -        -        -       .      -  1830 
'  read  the  third  time,  ahd  paaaod  •       .      .  1355 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  adieHdmcDts, 
which  were  concurred  in        -       .      - 1406 
Hazen,  Charlotte,  and  others,  a  report  and  nco- 

Infion  on  t'le  petition  of         .      .     -  791 
Bterd,  Johuy  a  b'M  authoming  the  disdnfK«  Om 
from  impfiao«Mnent,  read  twice,  and  cmb- 

mitted  -        - «* 

a  detailed  report  ftDcompaiiying  the  hifl  la* 

Knxed  to  the  same  -        .       -      -  W 

reposted  without  amendment,  and  oidtied 

to  a  third  readmg  -        -        •       .      •  864 
rend  the  thiM  time,  and  passed  -       .-869 
Heister,  Dun'el^  of  Pennsylvania,  was  iiutUfled, 

and  look  his  scat  .  -  -  .  -  57 
attsndance  o^,  at  second  seiision  -  ^ 

Hemp  Linen,  n  petition  from  tbe  mam^ctaren 
of,  in  Ke^itncky,  prating  protection,  re- 
ared to  tiM  Committee  of  iToomeree 
anu  Manufecluxx^  -       -        -       ,      .  884 
Hodgaeii,  ReWca,  and  children,  t>>e  petiJo  i  fit 
ptayhig  compeniation  for  a  boose  d(v 
^  stroked  hv  fire  while  in  the  ooenpanef  of 
the  War  Department,  refeMd  to  the  Coa- 
mifttee  of  Claims    -        -       -       .      - 1*^^ 
Holland^  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  Mr.  Rsindoipb't  ap- 

lirobatory  reoelotton        -        -       .       •  16< 
remaiks  o^  on  the  resolut&n  relating  to  do- 
mestic mamnfectoree       -        -       '      '  iiA 
on  the  biU  to  complete  the  frntiilcations    •  ^ 
speech  o(;.on  tbe  bill  from  the  Senate  if 

the  same  tenor  \ **^ 

onthe.reaolationrtep^ctiiigtheCarlhagMi 
priseiiera •  ** 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


Ixi 


INDEX. 


Ixii 


Bo^ae  Proceedings  and  Debates, 


HoUaBcl,  Mr.-T-coDtiDue4*  -    Page. 

remarks  ot,  tm  tkt  rMolution  to  refinr.  the^ 
btttture  queatioil  to  tfae  AUornej  General    9i8 

on  the  vesolution  to  kimil  thb  Brigadier 
Generar«  pay         -    *    -        r        -       ^    356 

on  the  bill  to  redaee  the  Naval  EttaUigh- 
meot     -        -        -        -.      -       -        .    3W 
•    speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  and  eon* 

tinae  hi  force  the  nim-intereoiirse  act      -    434 

attendance  of,  at  second  sesaion         -        -    987 

remarks  of^  on  the  resolution  to inqnireinto 
the  official  conduct  of  the  Beovtary  of 
theTreajftttty  -        -        -        -        *  1428 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
themiUtia      -        -        -        -        -        -  1479 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  1627 

remarks  of,  on  the  torpedo  eipeiiment        -  10St9 

on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  ii^f  G^eneral' 
Wilkinson     -        -        -        -  1731,  1761 

Holland,  Edward,  an  unfarorable  report  fVom  the 
Committee  of  Cfeims,  on  me  petition  of, 
ordered'tohe  on  the  taUe  .  .'  .  1699 
Holland  and  its  Dominions,  a  list  of  Consuls, 
^c,  of  die  United  States  in,  wi&  a  state- 
ment of  tl^eir  respective  compensations  -  199d 
Hdosehold  Mana&ctures,  report  of  die  Seoretary 

of  the  Treasury  on         -        -        -        -  2280 
House  of  Representatively  meeting  of  die,  itod 

names  of  members  present      <•        -         53,64 

interchange  of  messages  t^ith  the  Senate  m 
relation  to  a  quorum       -        -        -        -      67 

the  hour  of  Meeting  of  the^  fixed  at  ten 
o'clock,  A.M.        .        .        -        -        -      67 

meeting  of  the  second  session  of  the,  and 
names  of  members  present      -        -        -    681 

die  hour  of  meeting  of  the,  fixed  at  eleven 
o'clock  -        ...        ..        -    682 

interchange  of  messages  ;widi  fhe  Senate  in 
relation  to  a  quorum      -  -      -  -      -        -    683 

i[hi6  usual  joint  resolution  prepairatory  to  ad- 
jourmnent  passed,  hnd  ^joumment  of  the  2064 
Hofty,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  a 

detachment  from  th^  militia    ...  1471 
Hussey,  Tristram,  a  favorable  report  from  the 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufiic- 
tures  on  the  petition  of,  concurred  in,  and 
a  bill  ordered  in  pursuance  thereof  -        -  1632 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted -       ^        ....        -  1969 

reported  with  an  amendment,  which  was 
concurred  in,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing       .        -        -        -        -        -        -  1622 

reftd  a  third  Ume,  and  passed  as  ametiaed  -  1633 

I. 

niinois  Territory,  a  petttion  of  tho  €h>vernor;\ 
Judges,  &c^  relating  to  location  of  lands,     . 
referred   to  die  Committee    on    Ptd>lic ' 

Lands -  1378 

an  unfavorable  report  froon  said  commitlee 
concurred  ii^  -        - .       -        -        -        -  1427 

Jmjiortations,  on  motid^i  of  Mr.  Newton^  the  let- 
ter fi^m  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 

'  *  enclosing  two  «tatemento  of,  in  Ameri- 
can and  foreign  vessels,  was  refe^'ed  to 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  and  Manu- 
&cture8  -  .  ^-  -  -  .  694 
a  letter  firom  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy, 
enclosing  twor  statements  of    -        -        -1162 


Page. 
Importo,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKhn,  the  Commit- 
tee of  Commerce  and  Manufactures  were 
instructed  to  inquire-  Whether  any 'and 
what  further  provisions  are  necessary  to 
secure  the  duties  oh        ....  1089 
Importa  and.  Tonnage,  on  motion  of  Mr,  New-  ' 
ton,  the  Committoe  of  Commerce  and  Man-' 
vlaetures  were  instmeted  to  ip'quire  vrhe- 
ther  any  and  what  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  act  to  compensate  the  officers 
employed  ia  the  collection  of  duties  on, 

Ac. -  1446 

Indiana  Territory,  a  memorial  of  the  Legislative 
Council  of,  concerning  t^portionmcnt  of 
Representatives,  was  referred  to  a  select 
committee      -        -        -        -        -        .    683 

a  biH  supplementah  to  the  act  to  extend  tlie 
right  of  suffirage  In,^  twice  read,  and  re- 
fbrred    -        -        -        -        -        -        -    644 

l^>orted  without  amendment,  and  ordered  io 
a  thfrd  reading       -        -       '-        -        .    699 

read  ^he  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        •    701 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  an  amend- 
iftent,  which  was  agreed  to    -        -        -    716 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Committee 
on  Public  Lands  were  inrtructed  to  in* 
quire  into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
a  new  district  for  the  sale  of  lands  in      •  1620 

a  bill  to  provide  for  the  sale  of  certain  lan^ 
in,  read  twice,  and  committed        -        •  1760 

irep'oried  with  an  amendment,  agreed  to,  and 
.ordered  to  a  third  reading       -        •        -  1794 

read  the  third  time  and  passed  as  ameiidod  1818 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmeiita  1996 

which  were  concurred  in    -        -        -        -  2006 
Indian  Depredations,  report  of  a  eommittee  on  a 

claim  for  losses  by  -        -        -.       -.        •  1638 
Indian  Tribes^  die  President  transBattod  copies 

of  treaties  with-sundry  .-        ...  1469 

refBned  to  the  Conuultee  of  Ways  And 
Means  -        - 1479 

a  bill  from  said  committee  to  oArry  into  et^ 
feet  the  irealies  mentioned^  read  twice, 
and  committed       .....  1487 

reported  without  amendoMat,  and  ordesad 
•'     to  a  third  reading  -        -        -        -        -1608 

re*d  die  diivd  time,  and  passed  -        -        •'^  1618 

retomed  from  the  Senate  with  amendmento  1698 

ntd,  and  committed  to  a  Committee -of  the 
Whole  .        - 1699 

reportodr  and  amendi^aBts  ooncnired  in  -  2063 
fliflnn^  disabled,  and  superannuated  offidnrs  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Nelson,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
fw  die  relief  of  ' 163 

Mr.  Nelson  renewed  his  nsolution  ttt  the 
second  session,  and  a  oomrntttee  was  ap- 
pointed-       -        -        -        -        -        -    695 

a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  twice  read,  and  com- 
mitted   -    729 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading 1642 

read  a  third  time,  and  recommitted    -        -  1660 
Instructions,  Alexander  Hamilton's,  hi  1793,  to 

collectori  of  customs       -        -        -2144,2147 

Oliver  Walcott's,  to  same  -         1^160,  2892,  2398 

Albert  Qallatin's,  to  same  -        -        -  2162, 2391 
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InYftlid  Peqiioners,  a  report  firom  the  Secretarj 
of  War,  in  relation  to,  referrod  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  Claims    -      .  - 
a  bill  concerning,  reported  •        .        .        . 
read  twice,  and  committed      ^  -        -        . 
reported  with  amendments         ^        .        . 
tlie  amendments  concurred  in    -        '    '   ' 
further  amended,  and  enjerod  to  a  third  read- 
ing       ------        • 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendiAents 
committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  WholA, 
who  agreed  to  the  amendmenta,  and  the 
House  concurred    -        -      '  - 
Iron  Bridges.     (See  Dyater,  Joseph  Joshua.) 
Iron  Works,  Mr.  Holland  submitted  a  resolution 
to  encourage  the  establishment  o^  in  the 
Territories,  which  was  negatived    - 
Iron  and  manufactures  of,  report  of  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Treasury  on    -        -  .     ?* 
Isaacson,  Peter,  translation  of  an  extract  of  a  let- 
ter from,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
SUtes  -        -        -        .        -        - 
Italian  States,  Consuls  of  the  United  States  in 
the,  with  a  statement  of  compensation    - 
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1(118 
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1764 
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1944 


1167 


2140 
1999 


Jackflon,  J.  6.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's 
resolutions,  to  reduce  the  Array  and 
Nai7 67 

remarks  of,  on  concurrence  with  the  second 
resolution 71 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  of  Virginia  enclosing  a 
certificate  of  the  election  of,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Klections  -        •        -        -'      89 

speech  o^on  Mr.  Randolph's  approbatory    * 
resolution  • -    109 

speech  of,  on  the  bHl  to  amend  and  continue 
in  force  the  non-intdrcourse  act       -        -    219 

remarks  of,  OA  laying  on  the  table  the  joint 
resolution  firom  the  Senate  fixing  a  day 
for  adjournment •  266 

on  the  report  in  the  case  of  the  Carthagemi 

.    prisoners        ....      281,282,306 

introducing  «  resohition  to  limit  the  Briga- 
dier General's  pay  *        -        -      ^     360, 862 

on  th^  bill  from  the  Senate  to  aipend  and 
cobtinQe  in  force  Jthe  non-interoourse  act    368 

speech  o^  on  the  same        -        -      879»'48%-447 

in  reply  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Whitman  -        -    898 

remarln  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  tiyae  of 
pajHnent  for  public  lands        .        .        .  2003 

speech  of,. on  ^e  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  bill  concerning  commercial  intercourse  2022 
Jackson,  Mr.,  (the  British  Plenipotentiary,)  Mr, 
Quincy  submitted  a  resolution  to  call  A>r 
a  copy  of  the  circular  of,  to  British  Con- 
suls, which  was  amended  so  as.  to  include 
the  copy  of  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Canning 

the  resolution  agreed  to  as  amended  -  ,     - 

a  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent with  Ihe  resolution 

said  committee  reported  that  the  President 
would  comply  as  far  as  practicable  - 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
the  papers  asked  for,  ordered  to  be  printed 

the  correspondence  o(^  with,  the  Secretary  of 
State •        -  2086 


708 
709 


-     716 


717 


742 
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Jackson,  AttUMa.  (See  Cmidweily  Bmrry.) 
Japanned  and  Plated  Wares,  repori  ef  the  8ee> 
retary  of  .th)»  Tveaatfry  on  American  mao- 
ufacturesof  -  *-  -  -  •  -  a» 
Jefierson,  ThomSaa,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fieeing 
from  postage  all  letters  from,  was  read 
three  times,  aiid  parsed  •       -       -   448 

Jenkins,  Robert,  of  PennyylYcnia,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  -        .     ■  .     .   .       .       .  lOS 
Jennings,  Jonathati,  produced  his  credentials  u 

a  delegate  ftim  Indiana  Territory  -  •  68) 
the  credentials  of,^  referred  to  the  Committee 

of  Elections  -        .        .        -       .       .   68) 
said  committee  report  that  his  election  wu 
'    illegal,  and  that  his  seat  ought  to  be  vacated, 
which  report  was  referred  to  the  Gob< 
mittee  of  the  Whole       ... 
■  an  agreement  with  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tions reported        «        .        . 
iti  which  agreement  the  Houae  refused  ts 
conciK  -        *  ,      -     ■   - 
Johnson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Ross's  amend* 
meht  to  the  resolution  concerning  the  Se- 
dition law      -        -^       -        -        -       -   1J7 
speech  of,  on -Mr.  Randolph's  approbatory 
resolution      -        -        -        -        -       .    151 
'  oxk  the  bill  to  annul  ai)d  continue  in  finrce 
ihe  non-intercourse  act  -        -        -       -496 
on  th6  ^oint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  re- 
specting the  British  Minister 
on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course -    ,    - 
remarks  oC  on  the  resohition  to  inquire  into 
the  official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury l«0 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  bill  cob- 

corning  ooqimefcial  iiiktercourse  -  -  1^ 
on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-iatcr- 

course  act  -  .  -  -  -  -  -  •  1711 
speech  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Amy  -  1^ 
Remarks  of,  on  the  bill.  No.  2,  conceniing 

'  commercial  intercourse  ...      -  1887 
speedi  of,  on  the  same       •        -        -       •  1)08 
remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  extend  tbe 
time  of  payment  for  lands       -        •       •  WW 
Jones,  Walter,  of,  Virginia,  appeared  and  took 
his  seat  ,        -        -        -        -        •       - 
Jones,  Levin,  }/it»  Goldsborodgh  presented  the 
petition  o^  praying  remission  of  penalties, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commcroe 
and  Manufactures  -        -        -        -       .    738 
report  thereon,  read*  and  referred        -       •  H^ 
(See  Caidweli,  Harry^) 
Journal,  on  motion  of  Mn  Randolph  a  coneotion 
x>f  the,  vas  made,  aa  to  the  ballot  bt 

'  iSpeaker 

another  correction  of  the,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
J.  G.  Jackson,  by  inserting  an  order  to 

Srint  fii^e  hundred  oof  iss  of  the  President's 
fessage         -        -.       -        -        •       • 
a  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  to  expunge  a  cer 
tain  part  of  tlie,  negatived 
Jury,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  that 
provision  ought  to  be  made  by  law  to  se- 
cure an  impartial,  in  all  cases 
agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed 
a  bill  presented  -to  that  effect,  read,  and  per* 
mitted  to  lie  on  the  table 
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Mr.  BmoU  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
praying  that  the  mode  of  trial  by,  may  be 
adopted  in  the  United  States  courts,  re- 
ferred   -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1363 

Mr.  Mumfbrd  presented  a  similar  petition 
from  the  same  State,  referred  to  the  same  1274 

a  bill  relative  to  the  returning  and  empan- 
nelling  a,  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  read  twice,  and  committed  -        -  1487 

K. 

Kaskftskia,  the  Committee  on  Public  Xands  were 
instracted  to  inqube  into  the  expediency 
of  authorizing  the  -  appointment  of  an 
agent  to  investigate  the  claims  to  land  in 
the  district  of        -        .        .        .        -      89 

a  bill  in  pursuance  <tf  instructions,  read 
twice,  and  committed    -        -        -        -    182 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading      -        -        -        -        •    231 

read  three  times,  and  passed  as  amended   -    234 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendment*    266 

oommitted  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  -        - 264 

said  oommittee  reported  a  disagreement  with 
the  Senate 267 

in  which  disagreement  the  Houee  con- 
curred *        -        -        -        -        -        -    268 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  list  of  claims  confirmed  by  the 
land  commissioners  in  the  district  of,  re-, 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  1960 

a  bill  to  confirm  the  decisions  of  said  com- 
missioners, read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a 
thbd  reading  -        -        -        -        -  1987 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -     '   -.  1999 
Konan,  Thomas,  of  South  Carolina*  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 689 

Kennedy,  Mr*,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose 

additional  duties    -        -        -        -        -  1847 
Kentucky,  Mr.  Desha  presented  sundry  resolu- 
tions of  the  Legislature  o^   expressing 
"^elr  entire  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
the  Executive  to  die  British  Minister      -  1788 
Kan;  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed     ------    267 

a  bill  (second  session)  authorizing  the  dis- 
^charge  of,  from  imprisonment,  read  twice, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        •        -  1684 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     .        -        -  1618 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1770 

which  were  concurred  in  -        -        -        -  1818 
ISjBy,  Mr.,  remarks  oi,  on  the  resoli^tion  concern- 
ing the  Sedition  law      -        -        -        •    181 

appeared,  at  second  session,  and  took  his 
•^Sat      -        .        -        -        -        -        -    704 

remarks  of;  on  Mr.  Gold's  resolution  calling 
for  papers       -        -        -        -        -     722,726 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  militia     -        -        -         1382,  1384,  1479 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  concerning 
commercial  intercourse  -        -        -        -  1469 

speech  of,  on  the  militia  detachment  bill     •  1604, 
^  1619 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Hale's  amendment  to 
the  same        ------  1673 

on  his  own  proposition  to  amend  the  same     1676 

11th  Con.  2d  Sxss.— c 


Key,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continued.  Pag^. 

on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-inter- 
course act      -        -        -        -        -        -  1712 

speech  of,  on  bill  No.  2,  concerning  com- 
mercial intercourse         -        -        -        -  1904 

on  the  bUl  to  rechartor  the  Bank  of  the  Uni- 
ted States      -        -        -        -        -        -  1941 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval 
Esteblishment 2014 

on  the  motion  to  consider  the  report  in  the 

case  of  General  Wilkinson    -        -        -  2087 

Kickapoo  Tribe,  a  Message  from  the  President 

transmitting  copies  of  a  treaty  with  the, 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 

Means 1668 

Kniekerbacker,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution 

in  favor  of  the  Carthagena  prisoners       -    298 

appeared  (second  session)  and  took  his  seat    743 


Lambert,  William^  a  letter  from,  enclosing  oer- 
tain  astronomical  calculations,  referred  to. 
the  committee  on  the  variation  of  the 
magnetic  needle    •        -        -        -        •  1633 

said  committee  reported  on  the  memorial  of  1660 

a  letter  from,  proposing  to  collate  and  pub- 
lish a  correct  statement  of  all  questions  of 
order  decided  in  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, referred  to  a  select  committee       -  1760 

a  report  thereon'       ^       -        -        -        •  1944 

the  report  considered,  and  a  resolution  passed 
granting  free  access  to  the  Journals  and 
Library  to  -  -  -  .  -  -  -  1987 
Landais,  Peter,  ihe  Speaker  presented  the  peti- 
tion of,  praying  to  be  allowed  his  share  of  ~ 
prize  money  in  thr^e  vessels  captured  by 
him,  referred  to  the  Committee  Of  Claims    893 

their  report  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole       -        -        -        -1373 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  alet^r 
from,  in  relation  to  the  re^rt  of  the  Com- 
mittee ofClaims  on  his  petition,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table       -        .        .  1427 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  made  a  report 
which  was  concurred  in  .        -        .  1521 

the  said  report  at  large  -  -  -  -*  2381 
Land  Districts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  was  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  estab- 
lishing one  or  more,  in  the  lands  lately 
ceded  by  certain  Indian  tribes  -  •  1669 
Land  Laws,  a  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of  Upper 
Louisiana,  prajring  a  revision  of  the,  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 

Lands 1089 

Land  Offices,  a  bill  to  prescribe  the  mode  in  which 
applications  shall  be  made  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  at  the  several,  read  twice 
and  committed       -----  1168 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  readipg       -----  1368 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -  1378 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1407 
'  which  were  concuned  in  -  -  -  -  1426 
Lapsley,  Margaret,  an  untoorable  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of, 
was  disagreed  to  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  their  disagreement  concurred  in 
by  the  House,  and  bill  ordered       -       -  1631 
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Latwley,  Margaret— continued.  Pagt. 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  reported  in  pursuance  of 

order     

read  twice  and  committed  -  -  -  - 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  were  discharged,  and  the  bill 
and  petition,  with  other  petitions  of  a  sim- 
ilar tenor,  were  referred  to  the, committee 
on  the  petition  of  John  Murray 
said  committee  reported  several  amendments 

to  the  bill,  which  were  concurred  in 
ordered  to  a  third  readingi  read  a  third  time, 

and  passed  as  amended  -  -  - 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments, 
which  were  concurred  in 
La  Trappe,  the  petition  of  the  Society  of,  praying 
conSrmation  of  their  title  to  a  certain  tract 
pf  land,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands       1«08 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  concerning  the  soci- 
ety of    

Laws  of  the  United  States,  on  motion  of  Mr. 

Morrow,  resolved  that  the  President  of  the 

United  States  be  authorized  to  employ  a 

person  to  compile  a  digest  of  the     - 

ordered  that  the  Committee  on  Public  Li^nds 

prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill  to  that  effect  - 

a  bill  providing  for  printing  and  distributing 

such  as  relate  to  the  public  lands,  read 

'      twice  and  committed 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged,  and 

the  bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading    - 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ... 

Lead,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 

American  manufactures  of      -        -        - 

Leather,  and  manufactures  of,  the  report  of  the 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  -        - 

Lee,  the  Rev.  Jesse,  appointment  of,  as  Chaplain 

reappointment  of,  at  the  second  session 
Leitzendorfer,  Eugene,  Mr.  Mumford  presented 
the  petition  o^  praying  compensation  for 
services  rendered  in  1804  to  General  Eaton, 
&Cm  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  1621 
L'En&nt,  Peter  C,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice 
and  committed      .        -        .        -        - 
Lewis,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Shefiey's  resolu- 
tions relating  to  the  batture    ... 
Lewis,  Edwin,  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands 
ordered  to  prepare  and  bring  in  a  bill 
granting  the  right  of  pre-emption  to 
a  bill  in  pursuance  thereof,  read  twice  and 
committed     --■?--- 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
■    lie  on  the  table      ---.'- 
Libel,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  retoluUon  con- 
cerning the  doctrine  of  - 
the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  committee 
appointed      -        .        -        -        -        -      89 
Library,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  a  joint  com 
mittee  was  appointed  on  the  - 
a  message  frpm  the  Senate,  that  they  have 

appointed  a  committee  on  their  part 
a  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  on  the 

subject  of  the         -        -        -        - 
read  twice,  agreed  to,  and  a  committee  ap- 
pointed .--... 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  relating  to  the,  read 
twice 
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-  1363 
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2234 
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1997 
466 


16.32 
1818 
1886 


78 


-    849 


Limitation,  several  reports  from  the  Committee 
of  Claims  on  petitions  barred  by  the  statute 
of,  on  which  a  debate  arose    - 

the  committee  were  instructed  to  report  on 
the  merits  of  the  cases,  without  regard  to 
the  statute  of         -        •        - 
Ltndsey,  Thomas,  the  petition  oA  praying  restitn- 
tion  of  his  vessel,  condemned  for  bringing 
a  French  family  with  their  slaves  from  Um 
island  of  Cuba,  &c.        .... 
(See  Penalties,  Su:*} 
Linnard,  Williim,  a  bill  to  increase  the  compen- 
sation of,  read  twice  and  committed 
Liveunore,  Mr,  remarka  of,  introductory  of  a  res- 
olution concerning  the  non-interooonead 

remarks  oi^  on  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution  le- 
latingto  the  doctrine  of  libel  -       -       - 

on  the  resolution  for  relief  of  the  Caithagtna 
prisoners        ...        - 

speech  o^  on  the  same        *        *       :      ' 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  limit  the 
Brigadier  Generals'  pay 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  amend  and 
continue  in  force  the  non-interooune  set  373, 

remarka  of,  introducing  an  amendment  to 
the  same 

in  eiplanation  of  his  motion  to  amend 

attendance  of,  in  his  seat  .at  the  iecond  ses- 
sion      -        -        -        -        -       -      - 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  me- 
morial of  the  New  England  Land  Com- 
pany      - 73J,7» 

on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  re- 
lating to  the  British  Minister  -       '      '  ^ 

speech  of,  on  the  conduct  of  the  Execotiw  ^ 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial  intercourse     1160,  1 165,  1170, 1171,  l\8l 

speech  of,  on  the  same       -        -       '      "^  ^ 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  **^'  '"^  "  ,^ 

foreign  licenses  -  -  -  -  •  Ww 
on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  concemmg 

commercial  intercourse  -  -  -1*^  **** 
introductory  of  a  resolution  to  call  for  infc^ 

mation  in  relation  to  Spain    - 
en  the  Senate's  amendmenU  to  the  com- 

mercial  intercourse  bill  -        -       '     . 
speech  of,  on  the  bUI  auihorbing  a  detach- 

ment  from  the  militia  -  -  -  '  J^ 
on  a  motion  to  postpone  the  said  bill  -  •  ^^ 
on  the  torpedo  experiment  bill  -  •  .  *  "' 
In  support  of  his  resolution  calling  for  ceitam 
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read  a  third  time  and  ^passed 
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papers 
on  the  repeal  of  the  non-intercourse  act 

on  the  apportionment  of  repreaentation     • 
on  the  motion  to  consider  the  convoy  bfll  • 
on  the  bUl  to  impose  additional  duties       • 
on  the  motion  to  rescind  the  resolution  fix- 
ing the  day  of  adjournment    -       •  ^^ 
speech  of,  on  the  bill.  No.  2,  concerning  com- 
mercial  intercourse         -        -       -      - 
on  a  proviso  moved  by  him  to  the  same      • 
Livingston,  Edwardi  and  others,  the  Speaker  Iji* 
before  the  House  the  opinion  of  the  .^ 
torney  General  on  the  daima  of,  to  tw  ^ 
batture 
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LinDgston,  Edward — continiied.  Pftge* 

the  committee  to  whom  the  mbject  was  re- 
ferred, were  discharged  and  a  motion  to 
refer  the  President's  Message  and  accom- 
panying  documents  on  the  subject  to  the 
Attorney  General,  was  ordered  to  tie  on 

thetahle 317 

the  motion  negatived         ....    849 
the  Speaker  laid  before  the  Hoxise  a  letter 
from,  eipressing  a  wish  for  a  speedy  deci- 
sion as  to  the  batture      ....  1428 

Loan,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury, of  proceedings,  &c,  on  the  subject 
ofa -    393 

a  bill  authorizing  a,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted -        .        -        -        -        -        -  1762 

considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole      -  1947 

reported  without  amendment,  read  a  third 
time,  and  passed  -  -  ...  .  1955 
Loans  and  additional  duties^  correspondence  be- 
tween the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Wsjs  and  Afeans  and  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  on  the  subject  of  •  - 
Louisiana,  Mr.  Khea  submitted  a  resolution  rela^ 
tire  to  lands  in,  which  was  negatived 

Mr.  Rhea  presented  the  petition  of  sundry 
inhabitants  of,  praying  that  the  second 
grade  of  Territorial  Government  may  be 
granted  to  them,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee   - 

a  bill  further  to  provide  fbr  the  government 
o^  read  twice,  and  committed     .  - 
Love,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  relating 
to  domestic  mapufaotnree      .        .        - 

speech  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to  amend  and 
continue  in  force  the  non-intercourse  act 

remarka  ot,  on  the  resolution  for  a  general 
establishment  of  national  banks      a   ,    - 

speech  0^  on  the  resolution  that  it  is^  expe- 
dient to  establish  a  National  Bank  - 

remarks  df,  on  the  Senate's  amendments  to 
the  bill  concerning  commercial  intercourse 

speech  <tf,  on  the  same       .... 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  postpone  the  in- 
tercourse bill  -        -        -        - 

en  his  motion  to  refer  the  subject  of  a  Na- 
tional Bank  to  a  select  committee  - 

on  Mr.  Taylor's  motion  to  the  same  effect  - 

on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  General  Wilkinson    - 

introductory  of  sundry  resolutions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Bank  of  the  United  States     - 

■peech  of,  on  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of 
said  Bank     -        -        -        -        -     .  - 

on  bill  No.  2,  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course  ---...,. 
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1796 

1890 
Lyon,  Mr*»  remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  appoint 

the  standing  committees  by  ballot  -        -      68 

remarks  o4.on  Mr.  Alston's  motion  on  Uie 
same  subject ......      60 

<m  Mr.  Randolph's  resolutions    -        -         67,70 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the 
sedition  law 12S 

remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  relating  to  the 
third  census  .-.-.-     164 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  domestic  man- 
ufactures        162 

OD  his  own  resolution  on  sama  subject    183,  186 

on  Mr.  Baeon'a  re^utioa  •       •       •       •    236 


387 

366 

392 

1201 
1369 

1479 
1607 


Lyon,  Mr.»  remarks  of— continued.  Page. 

on  referring  the  batture  question  to  the  At- 
torney General 

speedi  of,  on  the  bill  for  redemption  of  Uie 
public  debt    .....* 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval 
Establishment        •        - 

appeared,  and  took  his  seat,  at  the  second 
session  .--.... 

speech  of,  on  the  appropriation  bill    • 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  authorize  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia     .        r        .        . 

speech  of,  on  the  same      .... 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Ross  -        ....  I6IO 

in  reply  to  Mr.  Bacon        ....  1517 

remarks  of,  on  the  torpedo  bffl  -        -        .  1619 

on  a  call  for  papers 16^4 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  malie  an  experiment 
with  the  torpedo     -        -        .  1627,  1629 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  intercourse  bill      - 

speech  ot,  on  adhering  to  disagreement  with 
the  Senate  on  the  same  - 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  General  Wilkinson  - 

on  the  bill  for  better  accommodation  of  the 
Creneral  Post  Office,  Ac        ... 

on  the  bill  to  unpose  additional  duties 

speecfa^  of,  on  bill  No.  2,  concerning  com- 
mercial interconrse  -        .        - 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  of 
payment  for  public  lands        -        -        -  2008 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval 
EstabUshment        -        -        -        - .      -  2006 


1687 


-  1646 


1748 

1791 
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1900 


66 

66 


MacOn,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  the  value  of  blank 
ballots 

remarks  o^  persuading  his  friends  not  to  vote 
for  him  as  Speaker         -        ... 

OB  the  ]«soIution  to  appoint  the  standing 
committees    -        •  .     .       «...        .69 

on  Mr.  Randolph's  resoluttons    -        -        66,  71 

on  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  concern- 
ing the  aedMon  law       ....     120 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  coneeming  the 
s«iition  law i29, 131 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  domeetie  man- 
ofoctures       ...... 

remarks  o^  on  laying  on  the  table  a  petition 
to  divide  Mississippi  Territory 

on  the  resolution  concerning  the  Cuthagena 
prisoners       ....... 

speech  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Jackson  on  the 
nme 282,310 

remufcs  of,  on  his  reeelution  to  refer  the  bat- 
ture -question  to  the  Attorney  General    - 

on  the  bill  conoerning  the  Naval  Establish- 
ment      

on  Mr.  Livermore's  amendment  to  the  non- 
intercourse  bill       -       -        - 

on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to  amend  and 
r.evive  the  bill  above  mentioned 

on  the  bill  to  remit  certain  penalties  - 

introductory  of  two  resolutions  concerning 
the  navigatipn  laws        .... 

on  a  motion  to  refer  a  petition    -        -        - 

on  the  resolution  concerning  tho  Danish 
spoliations     -        - 

«i  Um  raselutioa  calhaf  for  ctrtain  papon 
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Macon,  Mi.— continued.  Page. 

speech  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  tke  memo- 
rial of  the  New  Bngland  Land  Companj    734 

OB  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate,  con- 
oeming  the  British  Minister  ...    867 

on  the1>ill  concerning  commercial  intercourse  1 161, 

1172,1223,1276 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 
the  official  conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury 1421 

on  the  resolution  respecting  additional  duties  1471 

on  insisting  on  disagreement  with  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  intercourse  bill        1496,  1635,  1658 

on  amending  the  bill  authoriribg  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia     >  >       -        -        •  1575 

on  the  resolution  concerning  gunboats        -  16C3 

on  referring  the  subject  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  to  a  select  committee        >  1681 

q>eech  oi^  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 
the  conduct  of  General  Wilkinson  -        -  1748 

remarks  o^  on  the  resolution  concerning  ap- 
portionment of  representation         .        -1766 

on  the  bill  to  impose  additional  duties        -  1828 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army  and  Navy    -  1863 

on  Mr.  Dana*8  resolution  relating  to  the 
Post  Office  Establishment      -        -        -  1955 

on  considering  the  report  in  the  case  of  Gen- 
eral Wilkinson       -        -        -        -        -  2032 
Madison  County,  Mississippi  Territory,  a  bill  to 
authorize  the  citizens  ot,  to  elect  one  Rep- 
resentative to  the  General  Assembly  of 
said  Territory,  read  twice,  and  committed     163 
Magistrates'  Judgments^  Mr.  Van  Horn  present- 
ed the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  an  act  directing  the  Mar- 
shal for  the  District  of  Columbia  to  take 
into  custody  persons  on  whom  executions 
have  been  issued  on,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  District  of  Colombia  -        -  1 182 
Magmder,  Patrick,  election  of,  as  Clerk  of  the 

House  of  Representatives       ...      66 
Mafl  Agents,  the  section  of  the  Post  Office  bill, 
authorizing  the  employment  of,  having 
been  struck  out  by  the  Senate,  the  House 

concurred  therain 1793 

Mtil  Contracts,  a  report  from  the  Postmaster 

General  oonoeming        ....  1479 
Mail  Routes,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  Post- 
<  master  General  was  dfrected  to  report^ 
concerning  certain,  as  to-  their  revenue 
and  expenses         .        .        ^        .        .  1584 

the  report  of  that  officer  in  obedience         -  1679 
Maine,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Whitman,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  altering  the  times  for  holding  the 
I>istrict  Court  in 1173 

a  hill  reported  in  pursuance,  read  twic6> 

and  committed 1605 

Malbone,  Francis,  a  message  from  the  Senate 

informed  the  House  of  the  death  of  the 

honorable,  on  which  tho  usual  resolution 

of  respect  was  passed    ....    229 

Malcolm,  Henry,  a  detailed  report  adverse  to  the 

petition  of,  concurred  in  -        .        -  1869 

Malt  Liquors,  the  petition  of  manufacturers  and 
bottlers  of,  praying  that  black  glass  bot- 
tles may  be  imported  free  of  duty,  re- 
forred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  bnd 
Manufactures      .-       -        .'.•••    153 


Manufactures,  Mr.  Sawyer  submitted  a  lesoln- 

tion  for  a  standing  committee  on   -      •  SM 
which  the  House  refused  to  consider     •  ttt 

Mr.  S.  submitted  a  similar  resolution  at  the 
second  session M 

which  the  House  rejected  -       •       •  717 

the  petition  of  John  Allen,  and  others,  prty- 
ing  protection  to  domestic      ...  S170 
.    report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  <m 
the  subject  of  American  ...  tSSi 

Marion,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  remit  cer- 
tain penalties        ....     463, 414 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
the  raaitia     - 1474 

on  the  bill  (No.  2)  concerning  commerdtl 
intercourse    -        -        .       •.       .      .  1914 
Maritime  Jarisdiction,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  s 

resohition  concerning    -        .       .      *  ttS 

agfreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
consider  and  report  thereon    -       -      •  S8$ 

sundry  documents  in  relation  to,  transmitted 
by  the  President  of  the  United  States  •  2144 
Maritime  Precincts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  die 
Comtnittee  of  Commerce  and  Mannftc- 
tures  were  instructed  to  inquire  iato  the 
propriety  of  adopting  legislative  prorii- 
ions  respecting  the  extent  of,  &c  -  •  ISSO 
Marshall,  John,  (SecreUry  of  SUte,  1800)extrKt 

of  a  letter  from,  to  B.  Soderstrom  •      •  S1S6 
Marshals,  Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resohilioD, 
relating  to  summary  process  against,  who 
foil  to  pay  over  moneys  collected,  Ac, 
referred  to  a  selecft  committee        •      •  IM 

said  committee  reported  a  bill,  which  wm 
twice  read,  and  committed  •  .  -  SH 
Maryland,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  altering  the  times  for  hold- 
ing the  circuit  court  for  the  distrtet  of  •  1534 
,  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  comBttted  IMO 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  -        -         ...  1779 

read  the  third  time,  and  paased  -       .      •  1789 

Mr.  Brown  presented  certain  proceedings 
of  the  Legislature  of^  disapproriag  of  iho 
amendment  of  the  Constitution  ss  pro- 
posed by  Massachusetts  -  .  •  1*79 
Masters  Commandant,  Mr.  Randolph  moved  ib 
amendment  to  the  bill  concerning  Ntnl 
Establishment,  proposing  to  disband  the  •  190 

which  ai];iendment  was  negatived      -       *  1^ 

Matthews,  Vincent,  of  New  York,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat     -        '       '      '  J! 

attendanoe  of,  at  aeeond  session        -      *  ^ 
Mediterranean  Fund.    (See  Bmtbary  Powen.) 
Meigs,  Return  J.,  and  others,  the  petition  ctt 

waa  referred  to  a  select  committee  •      -  1^ 

said  oommittee  reported  a  bill  granting  fo^ 
th^r  compensation  to,  as  witnesses  en 
the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr,  which  was  resd 
twice,  and  committed  -  -  .  -  IW» 
Message,  the  President's,  at  the  opening  of  the 
first  session,  of  which  600  copies  were 
ordered  to  be  printed      -        -        .       •    '* 

Message  at  tha  second  session,  of  which  tht 


same  number  were  printed 
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appointment  of  committees  on  the  severtl 
-  subjecU  of  the  same      •       -         90,W»»' 
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Page. 
Hithig«n  TerritDry,  the  Committee  on  Public 
tjands  were  discharged  from  the  memorial 
of  the  Governor  and  Judgea  of       -        -    386 

Mr.i^eter  B.  Porter  presented  the  petition 
of  si^ndry  inhabitants  of,  praying  to  be 
allowed  to  send  delegates  to  Congress,^ 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table       ...  1438 

Mr.  P.  also  presented  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry French  inhabitants  of,  praying  that 
an  edition  of  such  laws  as  relate  tp  the> 
may  be  printed  in  the  French  language^ 
which  was  referred  to  a  select  committee   1445 

a  report  from  said  committee  adverse  to  the 
petition  -        -        -        -        -        -  1886 

Middlesex  Canal,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  author- 
izing the  sale  and  grant  of  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  hind  to  the  -        -        -        -  1704 

read  twjce,  and  committed         -        -        -  1760 
Military  Establishpient,  so  much  of  the  Message 
as  relates  to  the,  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee    -    688 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  a  ' 
statement  of  the  contingeut  expensed  of 
the        - 1163 

a  bill  for  the  support  of  the,  for  1810,  read 
twice,  and  committed    ...        -  1347 

reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to 
a  third  reading       -        •        -        •        -  1427 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  a&  imanded  1428 

Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  to  re- 
duce the        -        -        -        .        -        .  1613 

referred  to  the  committee  on  ^ditional  du- 
ties               -        -  1616 

Mr.  R.  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  for 
the  consideration  of  his  resolution  on  a 
certain  day    ------  1693 

debate  on  the  resolution    ...        -  1863 

amended,  and  adopted       -        •        - .      -  1879 

bill  ordered  in  pnrsuanpe  of  said  resolution  1886 

a  bill  to  reduce  the,  reported,  twice  read,  and 
committed  -  -  -  '  -  -  -  1951 
Military  and  Naval  Establishments,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Macon,  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury was  directed  to  report  to  the  House  a 
statement  of  the  gross  annual  amount  of 
expenditures  in  relation  to  the,  from  1789 
to  the  end  of  1809  -        -        -        -  1699 

a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 
in  obedience  thereto  -  -  -  -  1760 
MilHary  and  Naval  Expense^,  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  -  -  -  ,  -  -  -  2434 
MOftaiy  Land  Warrants,  a  resolution  was  sub^ 
mitted  by  Mr.  Morrow,  tbat  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedency  of  extending  the 
lime  for  issuing  and  locating  •        -        -    696 

the  resolution  agreed  to     -        -        -        -    698 

a  bill  to  that  efifect  reported,  read  twice,  and 
committed     ....        -        i-    706 

amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading    •    706 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  -    716 
MiliUry  Peace  Establishment,  a  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  alter  and  amend  the  act  fixing 
the 1021 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1622 
Militia,  so  much  of  ^e  Message  as  relates  to  the 
organization  of  the,  was  referred  to  a  se- 
lect Committee 688 


Militia:— continued.  Page. 

Mr.  Southard  submitted  a  resolution  that 
said  committee  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  laws  concerning  an  exemption 
from,  duty     ......  1631 

a  message  from  the  President,  in  relation  to 
a  detachment  from  the,  was  referred  to  a 
select  committee    -     ,  -        -        -        .  108|( 

a  bill  from  said  committee  was  read  twice* 
and  committed       .....  1199 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Dana,  the  Secretary  of 
War  was  directed  to  report  to  t|ie  House 
the  returns  of  the  respective  qpotas  of  the 

,    last  two  detachments      -        -        - '      .  1218 

a  report  from  that  officer  in  obedience  there- 
to   1361 

the  bill  reported  to  the  Jiouse,  and  discussed  1381 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Southard  it  was  recom- 
mitted to  a  select  committee  of  twenty 
members       -        -        -  >     -        -        -  1386 

reported  with  amendments,  and  committed 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      -        -  1413 

read  in  Committee  of  the  Whole  as  amend- 
ed        - 1471 

reported  to  the  House  as  amended      -        -  1630 

d^ate  oh  thfi  bill  and  amendments    •        -  1631 

Bffr.  Pearson  proposed  an  amendment,  which 
wa^  adopted  -        -        -        ...  1530 

ordered  to  %  third  reading  ....  1583 

read  a  third  time  as  amended      -        •        -1686 

a  Message  from  the  President,  transmitting 
returns  from  the  several  States,  of  the    -  1605 

Mr.  Dawson  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 
classification  of  the        -        -     '  ^        •  1678 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
-the  Whole    -        -        -        ...  1679 
,  Miller,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  in  reply  to  objections  to 

refer  a  petition 696 

on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the 
time  for  pajrment  on  public  lands    -        '■^    696 
Milnor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  rela^ 

ting  to  domestic  maimfectur^         -        -    184 

speech  of,  against  printing  the  papeis  in 
Olmstead's  case     -        -        -        .        .    368 

renarks  of^  introductory  of  a  resolution  re- 
specting the  alluvions  of  the  Mississippi    381 

on  his  amendment  to  the  non-intercourse 
hill 441 

on  a  resolution  calling  for  certain  papers   -    714 

speech  o^  on  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate  respecting  the  British  Minister    -    864 

remarks  of,  on  the  Senate's  anendments  to 
the  bill  concerning  commercial  intercourse  1637 

on  the  bill  to  reduce  t^e  Naval  Establish- 
ment    -        * 1967 

Mims,  Samuel,  the  Committee  en  Public  Lands 
reported  a  resolution  ftvorable  to  the  peti- 
tion of 1633 

the  resolution  concurred  in,  and  a  Ml)  for 
his  relief  ordered   -.  '     -        -        -        -  1639 

a  bill  in  pursuance,  read  twice,  and  conunit- 
ted 1368 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 

table ^        .  1886 

Minifie,  Charles,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 

lief  of 1487 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1497 

reported  ^without  tmendment     ...  1630 
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Page 
Minifterst  a  bill  from  the  Senate  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of  public        ....  1768 
read  twice,  and  committed         ...  igig 
reported  without  amendment,  and  oj-dered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  1858 
read  a  third  time  and  passed       ...  2049 
Minori  John,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice,  and 

committed -  1618 

reported  without  amendment,  and  otdered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  1762 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed      ...  1762 
Mint,  the  President  transmitted,  a  report  of  the 

operations  of  the   -        -        -        .        .  1196 
Miranda  8  Expedition.   (See  Carthagena  Prisoners,) 
Miasisuppi  Territory*  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  were  instru'^ted  to  inquire  what 
further  provision  is  necessary  for  the  dis- 
posal of  public  lands  in  -        .        .        .      89 
a  bill  to  establish  a  land  office,  and  for  other 

purposes,  read  twice,  ami  committed        .     162 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  allowing  to   Madison  county  a 
representative  to  the  General  Assembly 

<tf- 689 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Troup,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury  was  directed  to  report  to  the       * 
House  any  information  he  may  havd  touch- 
ing any  illegal  settlement  of  lands  in  the 
saul  county,  in       •        -        -        -        •    689 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  , 

in  obedience  thereto       ....    743 
Mr.  Miller  presented  the  petition  of  a  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  east  of  Pearl  river^ 
praying  a  division  of      ...        .     695 
a  bill  concerning  claims  to  land  in,  granted 
by  the  British  Governors  of  Florida,  read 
twice,  and  committed    ....     754 
reported  without  amendment     ...  1402 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter,  a  committee  • 
was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  allowing  an  additional  judge  to, 
to  reside  in  Madison  county  ...    893 
a  report  from  said  committee  was  read,  and 

referred  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whple  1324 
the  bill  extending  the  right  of  suffi*age  to 
the  citizens  of  Madison  county,  was  so 
amended  as  to  authorize  the  appointment 
of  an  additional  judge,  and  having  been 
twice  read,  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  ordered  to  a  third  reading         -        -1330 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        ...  1355 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments,  1446 
which  were  concurred  in        -        -        -  1455 
Molnle,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poindexter  a  commit-    ■ 
tee  was  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Presi- 
dent and  request  information  whether  any 
steps  had  iMen  taken  to  secure  the  free 
navigation  of  the,  dec.    ....  1257 
a  Message  from  the  President,  with  a  report 

from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  compliance  1404 
the  report  was  referred  to  a  select  eommitk 

tee 1443 

Mr.  Weakley  presented  the  memorial  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  Tennessee,  praying 
to  be  secured  in  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Tombigbee  and,  rivers,  which  was  rtr 
limed  to  the  Secretaiy  of  State      -        •  1761 


PV 

Montgomery,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to 

remit  certain  penalties,  6lc.   ...    4M 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      .....  im 

remarks  of,  on  the  appropriation  bill  .         .  1366 

on  his  amendment  to  Mr.  Randolph's  reso- 
lution to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  act   -  179S 

on  the  bill  to  impose  additional  duties         -  18M 

is  excused  from  serving  on  the  committee 
in  the  case  of  General  Wilkinson  -        -  3M( 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Navy  2014 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  con- 
cerning receipts  and  expenditures  •        -  2017 

on  Mr.  Pitkin's  resolution  respecting  our 
foreign  relations     .        .        .        -        .  2030 
Morocco,  the  Consul  of  the  United  States  in, 

with  a  statement  of  his  compensatioii    .  1997 
Morocco  Leather,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  on  the  American  mantifactiues 

of . 

Morrow,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate  to  extend  the  time  of  payment  €m- 
public  lands,  dbc.    . 
Mortality  of  Troops,  (See  New  Orleans.) 
Moseley,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  res- 
olution to  call  for  papers         ...  U3t 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  authorizing  m  datech- 

ment,  ^c 15T7 

Mullowney,  John,  an  adverse  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of,  concurred  in    -        -        -        .  1481 
Mumford^  Gurdon  S.,  of  New  York,  was  qoali- 

fied  and  took  his  seat     -        -        -        -      00 

attendance  of  at  second  session         -        -  1201 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse      -        -        -  1248, 1259. 131t 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  eea-let- 
ters        ------        .  1370 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  intereooisa 
biU         ....        .1439,1446,1454 

on  the  bill  relating  to  convoy      ...  I48d 
-on  a  resolution  to  call  for  papers         -        -  1624 

on  the  bill,  No.  tS,  concerning  commercial 
intercourse    ......  1915 

on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval  Establiali- 
ment     .---.-.  it57 

Murray,  John,  an  adverse  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee of  Claims  on  the  petition  of         •    3S3 
Muskets,  on  motion  of  Mr.  McKim  the  Secreta- 
ry of  War  was  directed  to  report  on  Uie 
sufficiency  of  the  Springfield  ...  1SI& 

a  report  from  that  officer,  in  obedience  1464 

McFarlane,  Henley,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

of  War,  on  the  petition  of      -        -         -  1S90 
McKee,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  appvobataiy  reso- 
lution   ......         .     197 

on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  re- 
lating to  the  British  Minister  ...     791 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolndon'  fixing  a  daj  of 
adjournment  -        -        -        -        -         .  1691 

speech  of,  on  adhering  to  the  dieagreemeiit 
with  the  Senate  on  the  intercourse  bill     -  1614 

remarks  ef,  on  the  resolution  to  repeal  ths 

non-intercourse  act        ...  171^1713 

speecJi  ef,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Anay    -  18M 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senata  to 
extend  the  time  of  payment  for  pablic 
lands     -...-- 
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McKuDyMr^TemaiJu  of,  on  the  resolstioD  eon- 

cerning  the  Carthagena  prisoners  369,881,313 
attendance  of,  at  the  second  session  •  -  689 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  foreign 

licenses 1203, 1206 

on  the  resolution  to  inquiiv  into  the  official 

conduct  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  1417 
on  the  resolution  to  impose  additional  duties  1470 
on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course  -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1494 

on  the  resolution  to  call  for  papers      -        -  1623 
on  the  bill  to  experim^t  with  the  torpedo  -  1628 
on  adhenng  to  the  disagreement  on  the  in- 
tercourse bill 1658 

on  the-  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-inter- 
course act      -        -    '     -        -        *>        •  1723 
on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 

of  General  Wilkinson  -  -  -  -  1732 
on  the  reduction  of  the  Army  -  -  /  -  1876 
on  .the  motion  lo  disband  the  Masters  Com- 

mandanto      -        -        -        ...  1982, 2014 
on  Mr.  Pitkin's  resolution  respecting  for- 
eign relations 292P 

on  considering  the  report  in  the  case  of  Oeu'- 
eral  Wilkinson      -        -        -        -        -  2032 

N.  '        . 

National  Bank,  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  public  credit;  as 
treats  of  a,  was  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  House      -        .        .        .  1332 

Mr.  Love  submitted  a  resolution  that  it  is 
eipedient  to  establish  a,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  Sutes        -        -  1438 

said  committee  discharged,  and  the  subject 
referred  to  a  select  committee  -        -  1609 

bill  to  establish  a,  read  twice,  and  eommitted  1704 
NaTal  Armament,  so  much  of  the  President's 
Message  as  relatea.to  the,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Naval  Establishment  ^  1090 
Naval  Establishment,  a  bill  to  reduce  the,  uifder 
certain  contingencies,  read  twice,  atid 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    264 

reported  without  amendment,  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed    -        -        -        -        -    394 

so  much  of  the  President's  Message  as  re- 
lates to,  referred  to  a  select  committee      -    688 

the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  were 
discharged  from  the  Considel«tion  of  cer- 
tain documents  accompanying  the  Mes- 
sage, and  they  were  referred'  to  the  com- 
mittee just  ajjpointed     •        .        .        .    695 

said  committee  made  a  report,  in  part,  which 
was  read        -        -        -        -        »      '  -  1167 

a  further  report,  in  part,' read,  and  commit- 
ted to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -  1430 

another  report,  in  part,  referred  as  before  >  -  1445 

Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  to  re- 
duce the        -        -        •       ^        -        -  1613 

referred  to  the  committee  on  the  \A\\  to  lay 
additional  duties    -        -        -        -        -1616 

reported  amended,  and  carried  ...  1879 

a  bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in,  in  pursuance 
of  said  resolution 1886 

Mr.  It»  from  the  committee  appointed,  pre- 
sented a  bill  to  reduce  the,  which  was 
road  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
«        of  the  Whole 19iB3 


Naval  Establishment— continued.  Page, 

considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole     -  1961 

1967,1989,2007 
Navigation  Laws,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  two  res- 
olutions relating  to  the    •        -        •        •    868 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 

Manufactures         -        -        •        -        •    687 
Mr.  Van  Horn  submitted  sundry  resolutions 
instructing  said  committee  on  the  subject 

of  the    - 704 

three  of  said  resolutions  were  referred  and 

two  rejected  - 72ft 

(See  Commercial  Intercourse^  bill  No.  2.) 
Navy,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  a 
report  of  the  state  of  the  vessels  and  gun- 

boaU 78 

.  the  report  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
modifi^ttons  of  the  Military  and  Naval 
Establishmenu  •  .  .  .  .91 
the  President  transmitted  the  report  of  the, 
referred  to  in  bis  Message;  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  -  -  694 
a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the,  with  a. 
statement  showing  the  expenditure  and 
application  of  moneys  appropriated  fer  the 

service  of  the 1162 

a  bill  fer  support  of  Ihe,  for  the  year  1810, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...  1247 
reported  with  amendments,  and  ordered  to  a 

.  (bird  reading \AS,1 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended    -  1428 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1456 
which  were  concurred  in  -        -        -        -  1465 
Navy  Hospitals,  a  report  .from  the  Naval  Com- 
mittee on  the  subject  of         -        -        -  2398 
letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on    -  2399 
Navy  Pension  Fund,  a  report  from  the  Secretary 

on  the  subject  of  the      ...        -1137 
Nelson,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to 

limit  the  Brigadier  Generals'  pay    -        -    354 
on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from 

the  militia    " 1474 

speech  of,  on  the  reduction  of  the  Army      -  1868 
remarks  of^  on  <^  the  motion  to  rescind  the 

resolution  for  adjournment      -      ,  -        -  1880 
speech  of,,  on  the  motion  to  consider  the  re- 
.port  in  the  case  of  Gen.  Wilkinson  -        -  2032 
Neutrality,  the  procliUnation  of,  issued  by  Gen- 
eral Washington  in  1793        -        -        -  2145 
Neutral  Rights,  Mr.  Troup  submitted  sundry 

resolutions  respecting  the  violation  of     -    693 
Newburyport,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion relating  to  making  the,  turnpike  a 
mail  route      .     ■   -        -        -        -        .  1565 
the  resolution  agreed  to     •        •        -        -  1560 
New  England  Land  Company,  Mr.  Bacon  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the    -        *        -    729 
a  motion    to  refer,  to  the  Committee   of 
Claims,  carried      -        ^        -        -        -    737 
New  Jersey,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hufty,  a  commit 
tee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency bf  altering  the  time  for  holding 
the  district  court  iu        -        -        -     ,  -  1496 
a  bill  to  that  effect,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   1659 

a  bill  to  annex  a  part  of  the  State  of,  to  the 
coUec  tion  district  of  New  York       -        •  176 
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^ew  Orleans,  on  mojtioh  of  Mr.  Alston,  the  com- 
mittee on  Public  Lands  were  instmcted 
to  inquire  into  the  proprieW  of  confirming 
the  right  of  the  city  of,  to  the  com- 
mon, &C.       --*---    685 

«  report  from  said  committee  agreed  to,  and 
they  were  ordered  to  bring  in  a  bill         •  1376 

on  motion  of  Mr.  ^ewton,  the  committee,  on 
a  report  of  the  Secretary,  were  instrncted 
to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  mortality 
of  the  troops  at 1683 

a  report  from  said  committee,  ordered  to  be 
printed  -        - 1997 

sundry  letters  and  documents  ^company- 
ing  said  report       .....  S425 
Newspapers,  the  usual  resolution  for  the  supply 

of,  to  the  members  ...         8, 682 

Newton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  Senate  bill  to 

complete  the  fortifications       -        -      .  -    347 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  remit  certain 
penalties 463,  466 

on  a  motion  to  refer  a  petition   ...    698 

on  Mr.  Whitman's  resolution  concerning 
Danish  spoliations  ....    700 

on  referring  Mr.  Van  Horn's  resolution  re- 
lating to  drawback  ....     704 

on  a  resolution  calling  for  certain  papers    -    714 

on  the  joint  resolution  from  the  Senate  re- 
specting the  British  Minister  ...    763 

speech  of,  On  the  same       -        -        ...  1091 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  foreign 
licenses  ....  1204,1205,1206 

introductory  of  a  resolution  to  call  for  a  state 
of  the  regular  army        -        -        -    ,    *  1265 
Niagara,  a  bill  to  remove  the  office  of  collector 
from,  to  Lewistown,  read  twice  and  com- 
mitted   1768 

Nicholas,  Wilson  C,  of  Virginia,  w^  qualified 

and  took  his  seat 229 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from,  resigning  his  seat  ...    7O6 

Nicholson,  John,  of  New  York,  appeared  and 

took  his  seat  -        -        -        -        -    684 

remarks  of,  on  his  resolution  for  a  general 
national  establishment  of  banks      -        •  1378 
Non-Intercourse,  Mr.  Livermore  offered  a  resolu- 
tion on  the  subject  of    -        -        -        -      74 

read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce and  Manufectures        -        -        -      76 

Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolutioa  for  the 
immediate  repeal  of  the  act    •        -        •  1708 

Mr.  Montgomery  moved  an  amendment     •;  1704 

debate  on  the  subject         -       -      .  •        -  1705 
North  Carolina,  on  motion  of  Mr.  8awyer,.a 
committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  altering  the  times  for 
holding  the  district  court  of    -        -        -  1663 

a  bill  to  Siat  efiect,  read  twice,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  -        •        *    '    -        -  1666 

O. 

Officen  of  the  Navy,  On  motion  of  Mr.  Ander- 
son, the  petitions  of  the,  presented  in  1808v 
were  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
Naval  EsUblishment     ....  1208 

Ohio,  Mr.  Morrow  prteented  ihe  petition  of  sun- 
dry purchasers  of  land  in,  praying  a  revis- 
ion of  the  land  laws,  &c,  renarred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Lands  -        -        -    686 


Ohio— continued.  Pafs. 

Mr.  MofTOw .presented  abo  a  patitiMi  fnj" 
ing  that  the  provisioDs  of  the  act  extend- 
ing the  time  of  payment,  and  certain  pre- 
emption righu,  may  be  extended  to  thaai    8M 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  authorise  the  anr- 
veylng  and  making  of  certain  roada  ia 
the  State  of,  as  contemplated    by   the     * 
Treaty  of  Brownsville,  read  twice   and 
committed -    935 

the  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  letter 
from  the  Governor  ot  enclosing  a  reaohi- 
lution  of  the  General  Assemblj,  approv- 
ing the  conduct  of  the  Government  in  its 
negotiations  with  foreign  Powers    •         -  1482 

a  bill  fimn  the  Senate  to  alter  the  time  fisr 
holding  the  district  court  in    -        -         •  15C0 

read  twice,  and  ordered  to  a  third  reading  156) 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1566 
Ohio  Canal  Company,  a  bill  from  the  Senate 
authorizing  a  subsoription  to  the  stodc  of 
the        -----        -         -  1679 

read  twice  and  committed  ...  1699 

Olmstead's  Case,  the  President  transmitted  a  de- 
tailed report  of  the  Legislative  proceed- 
ings of  Pennsylvania,  communicated  by 
the  Governor  of  that  State,  dtc^  and  a 
motion  was  made  to  print  the  same         •    258 

which  motion  was  negatived      ...    SI9 

copies  of  the  paper  transmitted  in  the  case  2253 
Olsen,  Blicher,  letters  .from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

SUte 2163,  2165 

from  the  Secretory  of  8tote4o  -        -  2164.  216S 
Order  in  Council,  of  the  24th  May,  communica- 
ted by  Mr.  Brskine  to  the  Secretary  of 

Stote 207« 

Orleans  Territory,  Mr.  Rhea  submitted  a  reeolii- 

tion  relative  to  public  lands  in        -        -    183 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  letter  from  tke  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury,  enclosing  one 
from  the  Register  of  the  Land  Office  in 
the  Eastern  district  of    ....    459 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  the  Committee  on 
Public  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire 
whether  any  and  what  provision -was  ne- 
cessary to  be  made  for  selling  the  claims 
to  land  in  Louisiana,  and       ...  1377 

a  bill  in  pursuance  of  said  instruction,  read 
twice  and  committed      • .      -        -        -  1633 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  respecting  the  dia- 
trict  eourt  in         .....  mi 

read  \wioe,  and  committed-        ....  I56S 

a  bill  from  the  Senate,  to  enable  the  people 

of^  to  form  a  constitution,  dtc        -        -  1997 
read  twice,  and  committed         •        *        .  SQ97 

a  bill  from  the  Sen«ite,  providing  for  the 
final  adjustment  of  claims  to  land  in,  and 
Louisiana      ......  9012 

the  memorial  of  the  inhabitants  ol^  praying 
admission  into  the  Union       ...  SMC 

sundry  documents  relative  to  the  mortality 
of  the  army  stotioned  at  -        -        •  9ISS 

P. 
Paper,  Mr.  Quincy  presented  the  petition  of  tbe 
manufacturers  of;  in  Massachusetts,  piay- 
ihg  protecting  duties,  dtc^  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  Commeroe  and  |f  ann- 
factures         -        -   .     -        -         ,         .  1$^ 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Uxxi 


INDEX. 


Ixxxii 


Bouse  Proceedings  and  Debates, 


Page. 
Paper  and  Printing,  report  of  the  Secretary  of 

the  Treasury  on  American     ...  2331 
Patent  Rights,  a  bill  to  extend  the  privilege  of, 
to  any  person  residing  within  the  United 
States,  whether  citizen  or  not,  read 'twice 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole -  1218 

Pearl  River,  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  the  report 
of  the  land  commissioners  we^t  ot,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Public 
Lands  -        •        •«        .        -        ;-     118 

the  report  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  •        -    366 

a  memorial  from  the  convention  of  the  peo- 
ple east  of,  praying  a  division  of  the  Mis* 
sissippi  Territpry,  &c.,  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee .        -        -        -        -        .    868 

Mr.  Burwell  presented  similar  petitions,  re- 
ferred to  the  same  ....    893 
Pearson,  Joseph,  of  North  Carolina,  was  quali- 
fied and  took  his  seat     -        -        -        -       57 

speech  of^  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
Carthagena  prisoners     ....    276 

remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Smilie      -    279,  304 

remarks  o(  on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia     ....  1529 

speech  of^  on  the  same       -        -        -        -  1580 

remarks  of,  introducing  a  resolution  of  in- 
quiry into  the  conduct  of  General  Wil- 
kinson -        -        -        -        -        -  1606 

speech  of,  ip  support  of  the  resolutioi^        «  1746 

speech  of,  on  considering  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  same  -        -        -        -  2085 
Pedersen,  Peter,  letter  from,  to  the  Secretary  of 

State     -    .    -        -        ^        -        -        -  216& 
Fesalties  and  Forfeituies,  a  bill  from  the  Seaate 

£ir  the  remission  of  certain     *        -        -    380 

read  twice,  discussed,  read  a  thiid  time,  and 
passed -        -.       *•    465 

•o  much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to,  iavol- 
untari^  incurred  bv  infractions  of  the  aon- 
^  interoonrM  act,  rerarred  to  the  Committee 
of  Commerce  and  Manufactures     "       •    688 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  the  said  eora- 
mittee  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  benefits  of 
the  act  for  .the  remission  oi,  to  eases  of 
expulsion  from  the  Island  of  Cuba  -        -    706 

a  report  from  said  committee  on  s^ecal  in- 
dividual cases,  by  name  -  -  -  2209 
Penniylvania,  on  motion  oi  Mr.  Johnson,  the 
Oommittoe  of  ClaioM  were  discharged 
from  consideration  of  the  petition  of  sun- 
dry inhabitants  of  the  fear  western  coun- 
ties of    -        -        -        .        '       -        -  1406 

Mr<  Smilie  preeeated  certain  proceedings  of 
the  Legislature  of,  in  disapprobation  of 
the  amendment  proposed  to  the  Conetitu- 
tion  by  Massacbosett^  -  -  .  -  .  1944 
Pensions  and  Rations,  a  bill  in  relation  to  the,  of 
officers  of  the  Navy,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted           •  1379 

Persons  imprisoned  for  Debt,  a  bill  from   the 

Senate  for  relief  of  -        -        -        -  1928 

read  twice,  and  committed  .   -    •        .  1935 

Petitions,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a  resohition 
that  no  private,  should  be  reoeiTed  alter  a 
eertaia  day,  daring  the  present  session    -    234 

the  resolution  negatived    •        -       •       .    225 


Page. 

Pickman,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolutipn  re- 
lating to  domestic  manufactures      -        -     186 

speech  of,  on  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  to 
revive  and  amend  the  non-intercourse  act    440, 
542,  1163,  1171,  12^4 

appeared,  and  took  his  seat,  at  second  session    868 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  prohibit  foreign 
licenses         -        -        -        ^        .  1201,  1206 

on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course   -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1494 

on  his  amendment  to  the  bill  for  a  detach- 
ment of  militia       -        -        -        -        -  15T3 

on  the  resolution  for  the  sale  of  the  gunboats  1664 

on  the  resolution  for  apportionment  of  rep- 
resentation    -        -        -        -        -        -  1765 

on  amending  the  bill,  No.  2,  concerning 
commercial  intercourse  ...  -  1916 
Pike,  Major  Z.  M.,  a  committee  appointed  to  in- 
quire what  compensation  ought  to  be  paid 
to,  and  his  companions,  for  Uie^r  explora- 
tions, Ac.       -    218 

a  detailed  report  thereon,  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table  -  -  ^  -  -  263 
Pinkney,  Mr.,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted  a  reso- 
lution calling  for  a  copy  of  any  despatches 
that  may  have  been  received  from,  since 
November  last        •        -  ,     -        .        .  1622 

agreed  to,  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
present  the  resolution  to  the  President    -  1624 

a  Message  from  the  President,  that  no  offi- 
cial despatches,  had  been  received  from, 
since  the  date  mentioned        ...  1659 

correspondence  of,  with  the  Secretary  of 
Sute        -  2036,  2031,  2068,  2672.  2078,  3124 

letter  from  Oeneral  Armstrong  to       -        -  2081 

coiYespondence  o^  with  Mr.  Canning,  2068,  2071, 

2102 
Pitkin,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  reso- 
lution, relating  to  libel    -        -        -        -      88 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Naval 
Establishment        .        .    '    .        .        ^    382 

speech  of,  on  the  same       -        -        -        -    389 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  the  petition 
for  an  uniform  system  of  bankrup&y        -    698 

on  Mr.  Whitman^  resolution,  respecting 
Danish  spoliations  -        -        -        -    700 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  of  the 
New  England  Land  Company        -     t33,  736 

speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  from  the 
Senate,  respecting  the  British  Minister    -    964 

on  the  bill  authorizing  a  detachment  from 
~      the  militia      -      '  -        -      .  -        -        -  1566 

remarks  of,  on  referring  the  subject  of  the 
^         Bank  of  the  United  States  to  a  select 

committee 1683 

speech  of,  on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of 
CMneral  Wilkinson         ....  1728 

remarks  0^  on  the  bill  to  impose  additionai 
duties 1834,  1826 

on  the  motion  to  rescind  the  resolution  fbr 
a<][joumment  .....  I88O 

speech  of,  on  bill  No.  2,  concerning  oom<^ 
merdal  Intercourse         -        -        -        -  1888 

remarks  of,  on  Mr.  Upham's  resolution,  re- 
lating to  expense  of  foreign  intercourse   -  1945 

on  Mr.  Upham's  resohition,  relating  to  Con- 
suls      -        -  1946 

on  his  resolution  respecting  our  foreign  rela- 
tions     .......  2018 
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Plumb  Uand,  MasiachiiwtU,  a  bill  making  ap- 
propriation to  reboitd  two  light-boases  on, 
read  twice,  and  committed  ...  264 
Pljrmoutbf  Masaacboaetts,  tbe  petition  of  anndry 
inbabctanta  of,  prajing  tbat  Charlea  Tur- 
ner, jr.,  may  be  admitted  to  a  aeat  in  tbe 
Hooae  in  place  of  William  Bayliea ;  re- 
ferred to  tbe  Committee  of  Electiona.      -      61 

(See  Turner,  Charlts,) 
Poindexter,  George,  produced   bia  credentiala, 
and  was  qualified  an  a  Delegate  from  Mi«- 
aiiaippi  Territoiy    .....       56 

remarks  of,  in  eiplanation  of  bia  resolution 
to  deprive  Gk>vemors  of  Territories  of  tbe 
power  to  prorogue  tbe  General  Assem- 
bly, Ac  218,  21» 

on  bis  motion  to  lay  on  tbe  table  a  petition 
to  divide  ML#sissippi  Territory         -        -    265 

in  vindication  of  the  settlers  in  Madison 
county,  in  said  Territory         •        -        -    689 

on  tbe  petition  of  tbe  inbabitanta  east  of 
Pearl  river,  dtc      ....    696,  697 

on  tbe  motion  to  refer  tbe  petition  of  tbe 
New  England  Land  Company        -        -    731 

on  bis  resolution  relating  to  public  lands 
soutb  of  Tennessee         ....    746 

speecb  of,  on  tbe  joint  resolution  of  tbe 
Senate,  respecting  tbe  Britisb  Minister    •    988 

remarks  of,  on  tbe  bill  for  a  detacbment  from 
tbe  militia 1477 

speecb  of,  on  tbe  same       -        -  1522,  1597 

Point  Coupee,  Mr.  Poydras  presented  tbe  memo- 
rial of  sundry  inbabitanta  oU  praying  to  be 
confirmed  in  tbeir  title  to  a  certain  piece 
of  land;  referre4  to  tbe  Committee  on 

Public  Ltinds 844 

Pomeroy,  Grove,  a  bill  for  relief  o^  read  twice, 

and  ordered  to  lie  on  tbe  table         -        -  1699 

committed  to  tb^  committee  on  tbe  petition 
of  Margaret  Lapsley       ....  1704 

(See  LajMley,  Margaret.) 
Porter,  Peter  6.,  speecb  of,  on  tbe  Standing  Rules 

and  Orders 1209 

speecb  of,  on  improvement  of  tbe  United 
States  by  roads  and  canab      ...  1385 
Ports  and  Harbors,  Mr.  Rbea  submitted  a  reso- 
lution in  relation  to        -        -        -        -  1405 

wbicb  was  disagreed  to      -        -        -        -  1406 
Portugal  and  its  Dominions,  Consub  and  com- 
mercial agents  of  tbe  United  States  in     -  1998 
Post  Office  Department,  tbe  Postmaster  General 
was  directed  to  report,  at  tbe  next  seasion, 
on  the  laws  relating  to  tbe      -        -        -    461 
Post  Office  Establisbment,  a  bill  reg^ulating  tbe, 

read  twice,  and  committed      ...  1464 

reported  witb  amendments,  wbicb  were  eon- 
cnrred  ia -  1533 

ftnrther  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  third 
leading      ' 1536 

read  tbe  third  time,  and  passed  -        .        .  1560 

returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendmenta, 
subsequently  called  for  by  that  body,  to 
correct  errora  of  engrossment  •        -        •  1769 

returned  with  tbe  errors  corrected,  aad  the 
House  disagree  to  the  amendments         -  1770 

the  Senate  insist  on  some,  and  recede  from 
others  of  their  amendments    ...  1794 

the  House  insist  and  ask  a  eonforenee       -1819 


1964 
1965 

2016 
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1939 
1944 
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Post  Office  EsUblishment— continned.  Page. 

conference  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  and 
managers  appointed       ....  1856 

managers  report  that  they  could  eome  to  do 
agreement,  and  a  motion  to  adhere  laid 
on  the  Uble 1928 

tbe  Houae  receded     ....        -  1989 

Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  re^otion  requiring 
the  Postmaster  General  to  report  the  re- 
ceipts and  expenditures  of  the,  fitun  its 
establisbment  to  tbe  end  of  the  year  1809, 
read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table        -  ISM 

Mr.  D.  submitted  another  resolntioii 
what  varied  .        .        -        -     ' 

which  was  agreed  to  -        - 

a  report  from  tbe  Postmaster  General  in  obe- 
dience thereto  ... 
Post  Office  Laws,  a  report  from  the  Postmaster 
General,  witb  bis  report  of  such  a  system 
as  will  enable  tbe  House  to  comprise  into 
one  tbe  several,  referred  to  tbe  Commit- 
tee on  Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads  - 
Post  Offices  and  Post  Roads,  appointment  of  tbe 

standing  committee  on  -        -        -        64,  684 
Post  Roads,  a  bill  to  establish  certain,  read  twice, 

and  committed       ....   S9C,  1807 

progress  reported,  witb  leave  to  sit  again    -  17C2 

reported  witb  amendments         ... 

amendments  concurred  in  ... 

Potomac  Company,  tbe  petition  of  tbe  Presideiit 
and  Directors  of  tbe,  praying  aothori^  to 
taise  by  lottery  a  sum  to  be  appbed  to  the 
improvement  of  navigation,  clc,  reforred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  District  of  Cotnmbim 

a  bill  granting  the  prayer,  read  twiee,  and 
ordered  to  a  third  reading      ... 

a  similar  petition  of  tbe,  preaented  by  Mr. 
Love,  second  session,  referred  as  boSsro  - 
Potomac,  a  bill  for  the  improvement  of  the  navi- 
gation of  the,  river,  read  twiee,  and 

mittod 

Potter,  Mr.,, remarks  o(  on  the  resoltitioo ea»- 

cerning  the  Sedition  law         -        -        •129 

attendance  o^  at  aeeond  session  -     682 

remarks  of,  on  tbe  resolution  to  call  for  a 
copy  of  Jackson's  drcolar      ...     709 

speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  respectiiig 
the  BritlA  Minister       ....    756 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  conoeniing  commer^ 
cial  tntercDurse      -    <    -        -  1181,1189 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  1241 

remarks  of,  on  the  reoekition  relating  to  ad- 
ditional duties        -        .        .  1470,  1471 

speech  oi;  on  the  bill  for  a  datachmont  fnm 
tbe  militia     ......  1J86 

remariLs  o^  on  the  resolutioB  relating  to  tho 
Post  Offioe  Establisbment      • 
Poydras,  Jnlieti,  a  delegate  from  Louisiana  Ter- 
ritory, was  qualified,  and  took  bis  seat    - 

remariijs  of,  on  the  resolution  eoncemios 
tkebaUore atC 

r>cb  of,  on  tbe  bill  concerning  the  sa»n 
t,  a  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait 
on  the,  dec    ^        -        -        -        -       67,  €83 
Message  o^  at  the  opening  of  tbe  ssasioo  11, 684 
Printing,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eppes^  a  committ— 
was  appointed  to  inquire  what  regnlatioBo 
ware  necenaryto  expedite  the,  ordsnd 
by  the  Hooso  of  Raprasontatives     -        •  1198 
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Pmate  Armed  VesceU.    (8ae  Araud  Jderchant' 

men,) 
PriTctcers,  RoMimn  regalatioiM  for  veiMli  com- 

miBsioned  as  .....  3133 

PH^egM,  a  bill  to  prevent  the  abuae  of,  hf 

foreign  Ministers 783 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...    844 
Proclamation,  the  President's,  of  the   19th  of 

April,  1809 2060 

the  President's,  of  August.         -        -        -2076 
Prussia  and  its  Dominions,  list  of  Consuls  of  the 

United  Sutee  in,  dDC«     -        >        -        -  1998 
Public  Arms,  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasury  with  an  account  of  sales  of      -  1426 
Public  Buildings.    (See  CapitoL) 
Public  Contracts,  a  report  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy,  in  obedience  to  the  act  con- 
cerning ......  1173 

report  (run  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
with  a  statement  of,  dec         ...  1324 
Public  Debt,  Mr.  Eppes  reported  a  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  act  making  forther  pro- 
vision for  the  redemption  of  the,  which 
was  twice  read,  and  committed       -:       -    332 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole      -    316 
Mr.  Randolph  submitted  a  resolution  re- 
quiring the  presence  of  the  Secretary  of 
Uie  Treasury  during  the  discussion  of 
this  bill          -        -        -        •  .      -        -320 
the  resolution  negatived    *■        •        •        -321 
the  bill  reported,  and  ordered  to  a  third  read- 
ing         322 

read  the  third  time 866 

and  passed 360 

returned  irom  the .  Se'nate  with  a  verbal 
amendment,  which  was  concurred  in      -    460 
Public  Lands,  appointment  of  the  standing  com- 
mittee on 60, 684 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  extend  the  time  of 

payment  for,  read  twice,  and  committed  -  1699 
reported  without  mmendment.  and  again 

committed 1760 

the  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged     -  1964 
bill  ordered  to  a  third  reading     ...  1999 
read  a  third  time,  and  passed  ,  -        -        -  2006 
OB  motion  of  Mr.  Jennings,  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treaaury  was  dirMted  to  Uy  before 
the  House  e  statemeat  of  the  ataiounts 
due  by  individuals  on  the  purchase  of,  dec  1760 
a  letter  from  that  officer,  with  the  statement 

caUed  for 1818 

Poblie  Roads,  a  bill  to  authorixe  the  laying  out 

of  certain,  read  twioe,  and  committed  •  1669 
Ptoblio  Schools,  Mr.  Love  presented  the  petition 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  in  the  City  of 
Washington,  praying  the  patronage  of 
Congress,  dtc.,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  District  ef  Columbia    ^        -        -    717 

Q. 
Quartermaster's  Department,  a  bill  from  the  Sen- 
ate to  esUblish  a    1868 

read  twice,  and  committed         ...  1379 
letters  from   the  Secretary  of  War,   and 
othen,  on  the  subject  of  a      •        •        •  2408 
Quincy,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  con- 
cerning the  Sedition  law        ...     122 
on  the  Senate  bill  to  complete  the  fortific»* 
tioBs 263 


Quincy,  Mr.,  remarks  of— continued.  Page. 

on  the  bill  for  redemption  of  the  public  debt  263 
on  a  motion  to  refer  a  petition  ...  697 
introductofy  of  his  resolution  to  call  for  a 

copy  of  Mr.  Jackson's  circular  -  -  707 
in  defence  of  the  same  .  -  .  -  711 
on  a  aimilar  resolution  by  Mr.  Gold  -  .  724 
speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  respecting 

the  British  Minister        ....     943 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concealing  commer- 
cial intercourse       ...  1170,1224 
on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into  the  conduct 
of  the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasury     -        -1422 

on  the  convoy  bill 1433 

on  the  torpedo  bill     .        -        .  1619,  1629 

on  the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the 

intercourse  bill 1638 

on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General 

Wilkinson  -  - '  -  -  .  .  1728 
on  Mr.  Love's  resolutions  in  relation  to  the 

Bank  of  the  United  Sutes  -  -  -1769 
on  the  resolution  concerning  apportionment 

'      of  representation 1766 

on  the  bill  for  the  better  accommodation  of 

the  Post  Office  Department  -  -  1771, 1791 
on  the  bill  to  impose  additional  duUes  -  1837 
on  the  motion  to  rescind  the  resolution  to 

adjourn  - I88I 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army    ...  1333 
on  Mr.  Upham's  resolution  relating  to  Con- 
suls      -        -  ....  1343 
Quorum,  interchange  of  messages  rekting  to  a     67, 

682,  688 
R. 
Randolph,  John,  remarks  ef,  on  UaUk  ballots    •      66 
speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  to  reduce 

the  Army,  dtc 61 

in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Mr  Eppes  •  64, 66 
in  delRnice  of  his  resolution  •  •  •67 
remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  concur  wHh  his 

seccAid  resolution  as  modified  -        -      78 

speech  o^  introductory  of  his  resolution  on 

the  doctrine  of  libel  -  -  -76,80,86 
introdttcto^  of  his  approbatory  reeolution  -  93 
on  Mr.  J.  U.  Jackson's  motion  to  postpone 

it  indefinitely         -        -        -        -       96,  141 
remarks  of,  introdaetory  of  a  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  third  eensns        ...     153 
relating  to  marvhals  -  .        .     ,  -     163 

speech  of,  on  the  resolutioB  to  relieve  the 

Carthagena  prisoners     -        -      269, 393, 306 
on  the  resolution  to  refer  the  batture  ques- 
tion to  the  Attorney  General  -        -        -    334 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Gholson,  on  the  same         -     343 
on  the  resolution  to  limit  the  Brigadier  Oen- 

emb'pey 361 

on  the  bill  firom  the  Senate  to  amend  and 

continue  in  force  the  non-intereonrse  act  376 
on  Mr.  Livermore's  amendment  to  the  same  443 
attendance  o(  at  the  second  session  •  .  1683 
speech  of,  introductory  of  a  reH>lution  to  re- 
duce the  Army  and  Nevy  -  .  -1609 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Eppes  ....  1314 
remarks  oi,  on  fixing  a  day  to  consider  hie 

resolution 1333 

introductory  of  a  resolution  to  repeal  the  nen- 

intercourse  act 1733 

in  defence  of  said  resolution  1706,  1706,  1714 
apeechof,oiitliesanie       •       .       •       .  173^ 
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RaQdolph,  John— continued.  Pa^e. 

remarks  of;  on  the  bill  to  impose  additional 

duties  -  -  •  -  -'  - 1824,  1825 
speech  of,  on  the  same  ....  1830 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Eppes  -  -  -  -  1840 
introductory  of  a  motion  on  the  Yazoo  claims  1881 
on  his  resolution  to  reduce  the  Army  •  1883 
on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Navy  .  -  1963, 1990 
on  the  reduction  of  the  marinfi  corps  -  -  1978 
on  his  motion -to  disband  the  masters  com- 
mandant         1983 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  of 

payments  for  lands,  &c.  -        •        -  2000 

on  his  motion  to  reduce  the  marine  corps  -'  2015 
on  considering  the  report  in  the  case   of 

General  Wilkinson        -        -        -    '    -  2032 
speech  of,  on  said  report    •        -        -        -  2037 
on  the  Constitutional  powers  of  the  House  2044 
Eandolph,  Thomas,  Mr.  Eppes  presented  the 
memorial  of»  stating  that  Jonathan  Jeii- 
nings,  the  sitting  delegate  from  Indiana 
Territory,  waa  not  legally  elected,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  Elections        -    .    -    696 
a  report  from  said  committee,  confirming 
the  election  of  the  sitting  delegate  -    845 

iUa,  Mr.,  remarks  of^  on  the  resolution  relating 

to  the  Post  Office  Establishment  1954,  1955 
Receipts,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Randolph  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  was.  directed  to  lay 
before  the  House  a  statement  of  the  an- 
nual, into  the  Treasury,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Federal  Government 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1809,  &c.  -  -  1770 
a  letter  from  that  officer  in  obedience  •  1879 

Receipts  and  Expenditures,  on  motion  of  Mn 
Montgomery  a  resolution  was  adopted^ 
directing  the  Secretary  x>f  the  Treasury 
to  lay  before  the  House  at  next  session  a 
general  statement  of  the    ,    -        -        ^  2018 
a  report  from  that  officer  in  obedience  to 
the  resolution         -        -        -        -        •  2220 
Recruiting  8enrice»  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  sus- 
pend the,  read  twice,  and  referred  -    .    •    257 
reported  without  amendment,  and  commit- 
ted to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole  -        -    263 
reported,  amended,  read  a  third  time,  and 

passed ,    -        -    460 

Rector,  William,  and  Elias,  a  bill  for  relief  e^ 

read  twice,  and  committed     •        .        .    728 
reported  with  an   amendment,  agreed  to, 

and  ordered  to  a  third  reading        -        -     754 
reiul  the  third  time,  and  passed  .        •        .    783 
Refined  Sugar,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the 

Treasu^  on  the  manufacture  of  -  -  -  2227 
Refugees,  the  Committee  on  Pubhc  Lands  were 
instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  revive  and 
continue  for  a  limited  time  the  act  for  re- 
lief of  certaiii  ^  -  -  .  .  701 
a  bill  to  that  efiect  read  twice,  and  commit- 
ted          706 

reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  a  Uurd 

reading -    729 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  •        .        .    738 
returned  from  the  Senate  with  amendments  1413 
twiee  read,  and  concurred  in      -        -    .    -  1426 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery  the  letter 
and  report  of  the  committee  w^te  refesred 
to  the  Committee  on  Public  Lands        -    738 
the  same  motion,  with  the  same  reference, 
at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Haven-        -        -    744 


Refrigees — continued.  Psge. 

Mr.  Morrow  presented  a  bill  sapplemeDtal 
to  the  act  regulating  grants  of  land  to, 
which  was  read  twice,  and  committed     •  1069 
Rep^rs  of  Frigates,  a  letter  from  the  Secretsny 

'    of  the  Navy  to  the  Chairman   of  the 
Naval  Committee,  on  the  subject  of        -  2997 
Representation,  Mr.  Fisk  submitted  a  reaolotiofi 

relatite  to  the  apportionment  of      -        -  1705 

ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  ....  iTQg 
Representative  Chamber,  Mr.  Johnson  sabmit^ 
ted  a  resolution  granting  the  nse  of  the, 
to  the  citizens  of  Washington  for  their 
celebration  of  the  4th  of  July         -        -    416 

withdrawn  by  Mr.  J.',  and  renewed  by  Mr. 
Cook,  but  the  House  refrised  to  consider 

it -         -    417 

Revenue  and  Expenditures,  jo  much  of  the  Mes- 
sage as  relates  to,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means         ...      ft 
Revenue  Bonds,  a  statement  oC  outstanding,  fittm 

the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury        -         -  2218 
Revisal  and  Unfinished  Business,  appointment 

of  the  standing  committee  on         -        -      60 

report  from  said  committee,  in  part  161,  664, 728 
Revolutionary  Army,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Nelson, 
the  several  memorials  and  petitions  of  the 
officers  of  the,  heretofore  presented,  were 
referred  to  a  select  committee  '        -         -  Itf9 

report  thereon  from  said  committee    -        -  1956 
Revolutionary  War^  the  committee  on  the  peti* 
tions  of  officers  and  toldiers  of  the,  made 
a  report,  and  were  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  -  1633 

Reynolds,  Jeremiah,  report  on  tfie  petition  o^  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  having  in  chs^ge 
the  petitions  of  Harry  Caldwell  and  Ame- 
sa  Jackson  •  -  •  .  -  .  |206 
Rhea,  Mn,  remarks  of,oiithere8olotioa  concern- 
ing the  seditioii  law        ....     1S9 

on  his  resolution  relating  to  lands  in  lioaie- 
iana      -        --        •'.        .        -162 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's  approbatory 
resolution      -        -        -        -        -        -     187 

on  the  resolution  relating  to  the  Caithegen^ 
prisoners ,     -        •        -     -  -        -        •     303 

on  the  bill  to  aniend  aAd  continue  in,  Ibtee 
the  non-inte^coune  iet  •     '  -        -        -     411 

remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  a  petition     6t6 

on  a  resolution  oalliBg  for  Certain  papers  710«  713 

speech  of,  on  Mr.  Gold's  resolution  of  a  sim- 
ilar character  .....     7SS 

remarics  of,  on  Mr.  Yan  Horn's  reeolntions 
respecting  the  nav^ation  laws        -         -     797 

on  the  joint  resolution  respecting  the  Brit- 
ish Minister   -        -        -        -      748, 759, 7» 

speech  of,  on  the  same       ....  i(p06 

on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inteiw 
oourae 1193 

remarks  of.  On  his  resolution  to  lay  addi- 
tional duties   ...         1333,  1470,  1471 

on  the  resolution  to  repeal  the  non-inter- 
course act      -----        -  170S 

on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  Qeneral 
Wilkinson 1791 

on  the  apportionment  of  representation       •  17f7 

on  the  bUi,  to  impose  aidditional  duties  .  ISM 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army    -  1866)  1^75 

on  Mr.  Upham's  resolution  relating  to  Con- 
suls        -        .         .  IM6 
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Rhea,  Mr.  Remarks  of— continued.  t^age. 

on  the  potion  to  disband  the  master  com- 
mandants     -        -        -  .      -        -.       -  1985 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Naval  Eetablisb- 
ment     -        -        -        -        -        -        -  1989 

Roads  and  Canals,  Mr.  Niofaolson  submitted  two 

resolutions  concerning    -        .        •        -    894 

Mr.  Porter  liketwise  sfdbmitted  a  resolution 
concerning,  which  was  referred  to  a  select 
cammittee  of  twenty      ....  1401 

a  bill  from  said  committee  to  impio^  the 
Unked  States  bj»  twice  read,  and  raftered  1443 
Robinson,  Robert,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  for  re- 
Kef  of  -        -        .        -        -        -        -  1996 

read  twice,  and  committed  -        •        -  8007 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  3062 
Romanzoff,  Count,  translation  of  an  ukase  issued 

l^y         --......  2132 

Roof,  Erastus,  of  New  York,  was  qualified,  and. , 

took  his  seat  -        -        -        -        -    233 

speech  oi^  on  the  bill  concerning  commer- 
cial intercourse       -        -        -        -        -  ^^^ 

remarks  of,  on  his  motion  to  refer  a  peti- 
tion to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       -  1444 , 

on  amending  the  bill  for  a  detachment  from 
the  militia      -       1474, 1475,  1476,  1477,  1497 

on  Mr.  Key's  amendment  to  the  same  1575, 1601 

Rose,  Mr.,  remarks  oi,  on  the  resolnlioQ  oon- 

oerning  the  sedition  law  -  -127,128 
speech  oj^  on  Mr*  Randolph's  approbatory 

resolution      -        -        -        -        -        -     164 

on  the  bill  from  tiie  Senate  to  complete  the^ 

fortii&cationi  -  -^  -  -  •*  -  ^241 
on  the  resolution  lor  relief  of  the  Cartha^ 

gena  prisoners  .....  286 
remarks  of,  in  explanation  to  Mr.  Maoon  .  312 
on  the  resolntipn  to > refer  the  batture  ques- 
tion to  the  Attorney  General  -  -  -  333 
speech  of,  on  the  bill  to  amend  and  nme 

&e  non-intercourse  act  -  -  -  •  394 
remarks  of,  en  Uie  bill  to  remit  certain  pen. 

alties,^&c  ...  -  -  -  463,465 
on  Mr.  Sheffey's  resolutions  relating  to  the 

batture 468,  1241 

attendance  of,  at  the  second  session .  -  .  705 
remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  th6  mem»> 

rial  of  the  New  England  Lend  Company  733 
speech  of,  on  the  joint-resolution  respecting 

the  British  Minister  •  -  •  «33»  1250 
remarks  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  oommer^ 

cial  interconiM  -  -  •  - 1181, 1460 
speech  of,  on  the  same  .....  1267 
reukarks  •(,  on  the  proposition  for  a  general 

establishment  of  National  Banks  -  -  1377 
on  the  inquiry  into  the  vofficial  conduct  oi 

the  SecreUry  of  the  Treasnry  •  -  1421 
on  amending  the  bililbr  a  detachment  frcnn 

the  militia      -        -        -        -        -        -  1474 

speech  of,  on  Uie  said  ImU  -  •  •  1508, 1528 
Knles  and  Ordera,  on  motion  of  Mr.  HoHand,the 

House  agreed  to  adopt  the,  6f  last  session  57 
Bussia,  Consul  of  the  United  States  in,  with  a 

statement  of  his  compensation  -  •  19d9 
letters,  Ac,  in  relation  to  affairs  witii 


8aabye,  Mr.,  extract  of  a  letter  from,  to  ihe  SIbc- 

retary  of  State 2142 


Page. 
Salem  Meeting-house,  Mississippi  Territory,  the 
petition  of  ^Baptist  Church  at,  praying 
the  grrant  of  pre-emption  right  to  a  small 
piece  of  land,  d&c,  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Public  Lands       ....    695 
a  report  frem  said  committee  thereon  -        -  1560 
the  report  concurred  in,  a  bill  ordered  grant- 
ing the  prayer,  dtc.        -        -        -        -  156? 
bill  read  twice,  and  committed    -        -        -  1858 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the. 

table     -        - 1886 

Salt,  a  petition  from  sundry  manufacturers,  pray- 
ing a  duty  on  the  importation  of  237,  263,  268 
report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
American  manufactures  of     -        -        -  2238 
Sammons,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution 

respecting  the  British  Minister        -        -  1 146 
Semdusky,  a  bill  to  make,  a  new  collection  dis- 
trict, read  twice,  and  committed     •        -  1768 
Sawyer,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  hii  motion  to  amend 

Uie  resolution  relating  to  the  sedition  law    120, 

122 
on  his  resolution  for  a  Standing  Committee 

onManu&cture^  -  -  -  -  -  690 
on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 

.oourse 1160,1166,1298 

Say,  Benjamin,  of  Pennsylvaniai  was  qualified 

and  took  his  seat   ...        -        -    13^ 
Sdtuate  Harbot,  a  bill  to  erect  a  light-house  at 

entrance  oC  and  for  other  purposes,  read  1606 

a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  purport  -  1818 

read  twice  and  committed  -  .      -        -        -  1858 

reported  with  an  amendment     -        ~     .  *  ^^^ 

<    ooncuired  in^  and  bill  ordered  to  a  third 

.reading         .        .        .        -        ^       .  2017 
tead  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended   2028 
Sea  Letters,  Mr.  Macon  submitted  a  resolution 
that  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  be  instructed  to  inquire  into 
tiie  expediency  of  prohibiting,  dec,  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table         •     -  -    349 
the  resolution  agreed  to     •        -        -        - 
the  said  committee  at  thts  second  session  re- 
ported a  Mil  to  prevent  the  issmng  of,  ex* 
<jept  to  cerUin  vessels,  which  was  read,    349 

and  committed 1*^ 

reported  without  amendment  .  -  -  1378 
<»dered  to  a  third  teading  -  •  -  -  138 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  .  -  •  1386 
retamed  from  th6  Senate  wkh  amendments  1533 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 

Manufactures         -        -        -        •        -  1536 
an  agreement  with  an  amendment  reported    1584 
in  which  the  Hoiise  concurred   .        *        .  1606 
Seamen,  Mr.  Dana  submitted  a  resolution  for  the 

benefit  of  American  -  -  -  -  156 
referr^  to  a  select  committee  -'  -  -  163 
a  bill  for  the  benefit  of,  twice  read,  and  comf- 

mhted 28* 

Mr.  D.  submitted  a  similar  resolution  at  the 
second  session,  which  was  referred  to  tbo 
Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manufac- 
tures     - .6^ 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Mumford,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  request  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States  such  information  as 
he  may  possess,  touching  the  impress- 
ment of  American  -       .       -       »»       -  1622 
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Seamen— continued.  Page- 

a  message  enclosing  a  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  in  replj      ....  1759 

the  report  at  large,  with  an  abstract  of  re- 
turns of         tl66 

report  from   the  Secretary  of  State  of  the 
number  of  naturalized    ....  2396 
Beaver,  Ebenezer,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 716 

Sedition  Law,  Mr.  Stanford  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion concerning  prosecutions  under  the   -     ISO 

Mr.  Sawyer  proposed  an  amendment  going 
to  inquire  what  *'  private  compensation" 
hsd  been  made  to  those  prosecuted,  which 
was  negatived        -        -        -        .        -     126 

the  resolution  indefinitely  postponed  •        -  '  184 
Senate  Chamber,  a  bill  from  the  Senate  to  finish 

and  furnish  the  new        ....    849 

read  twice,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
the  Whole 881 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -        -    467 
Settlements,  Mr.  Miller  submitted  a  resolution 
that  the  act  to  prevent,  on  lands  ceded  to 
the  United  States  ought  to  be  repealed    -    706 

a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasurr 
with  a  report  of,  contrary  to  law,  in  Madi- 
son coun^,  Mississippi  Territory    -        -    743 

Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolution  on 

the  subject  of 745 

Seybert,  Adam,  a  new  member  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, was  qualified  atid  took  his  seat         -    682 

his  certificate  of  election  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections         ....    663 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  oommer- 
cial  intercourse      -        -        •        .     '  .  1 175 

on  bill  No.  2,  on  the  same  subject        -        -  1891 
Kiattuck,  Jsred,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twioe, 

^  and  committed       •        -        -        •        .    935 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  -  -  1366 
Shawneetown,  Illinois  Territoiy,  Mr.  Lyon  pre- 
sented the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
e<;  praying  that  the  land  on  which  they 
reside  may  be  divided  into  lots,  dto.,  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  -  •  -  •  -  .  .  1856 
Sheffey,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  resolution  to  refer 
the  batture  question  to  the  Attorney  Glen- 
eral 330 

on  the  bill  to  amend  and  eontinue  in  force 
the  non-interoouise  act  -        -        -    399,447 

attendance  of,  at  the  second  session    •        •    704 

remarks  of,  on  the  motion  to  refer  the  me- 
morial of  the  New  England  Land  Gom- 
pmny      - 733 

i^efoh  o^  on  the  bill  concerning  commercial 
intercourie    .        1168, 1178,  1181, 1220,  1224 

vemarks  o^  on  the  foreign  license  bill    1205, 1206 

on  Mr.  Upham's  resolution  relating  to  ex- 
penses of  foreign  intercourse  -        •  1430, 1945 

OB  the  bill  respecting  the  batture        -        -  1660 

on  an  amendment  to  the  bill  for  a  detach- 
ment from  the  militia     ....  1672 

on  the  inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  General 
Wilkinson 1742 

on  considering  the  report  in  this  case  -  2043 
Short,  William,  a  letter  /|om  theSeoetaiy  of  the 
Treasury  stating  the  sum  received  by, 
from  the  Bankers  of  the  United  Sutes  at 
Amsterdam,  r^erred  to  the  Committee  of 
Waje  and  Meaoa 1988 


Short,  William— continued.  Pip. 

a  reM>rt  thereon  from  said  committee  •  •  KMI 
Sinking  Fund,  a  report  from  the  Commisnonen 

of  the IJ73 

a  letter  firom  the  Secretary  of  Hm  Tretsmy, 

with  the  proceedings  of  Commissionen  •  S173 
the  report  of  the  Comnussionera  of  the,  at 

large SIN 

Smelt,  Dennis,  of  Oeergia,  appeared  and  took 

bis  seat  -  .  -  .  .  .  6M 
Smiliot  John,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  qualified  sad 

took  his  seat^  -  -  .  .  .  IM 
remarks  of,  on  the  olse  of  the  Caithigeaa 

prisoners  •  -  •  -  •  •  tSI 
on  the  non-intercourse  bill  ...  4)7 
on  Mr.  Livennore'a  propoeed  amendmMitto 

the  same  -  •  -  ...  444 
on  Mr.  Sheffey's  resolutions  relative  to  the 

baUure 418 

on  a  motion  to  refer  a  petition  •  •  697,  M 
on  the  reference  of  Mr.  Van  Horn's  remhi- 

tions     -        -' 704 

on  the  resolution  to  caH  for  a  copy  of  Mr. 

Jackson's  circular  -         •      708,710,711 

speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning  oommerdal 

intercourse  -  -  .  .  .  -  IIW 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  inquire  into 

the  oflidal  conduct  of  Mr.  Gallatin  •  Hit 
on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  inte^ 

eonrsebUi     ....  1498,1441 

on  the  bill  for  a  detachment  ferm  the  militia  147S 
on  the  confinence  asked  by  the  Senate  en 

the  intercourse  bill  •  ...  1416 
on  the  resolutien  to  reduce  the  Army  sod 

Navy 1615 

on  a  can  hr  certain  papers  -  .  •  Ifitt 
on  adhering  to  the  disagreement  oa  tlw 

commercial  intercourse  biXL  -  .  » 1643 
on  the  resolution  to  sell  the  gunboats  •  1664 
on  the  resolution  to  repeal,  the  non-inttt^ 

oonne  act  •  •  .  .  .  •  1713 
on  the  inquiry  into  the  oondact  of  Gensrd 

Wilkinson 17» 

on  the  apportionment  of  representation  - 1767 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  resoknien  of  respect  to 

the  memory  of  Colonel  William  Waik- 

ington  -  -  ,-  .  .  .  •  1771 
OB  the  4nll  for  the  better  aocommodation  sf 

the  Post  Office,  dec  .  .  .  .  1791 
on  the  bill  to  reduce  the  Army  •  .  - 1816 
on  the  motion  to  rescind  the  resolatioB  to 

acyoum 18W 

<m  the  bill  to  rechartcr  the  Bank  of  the  Uai- 

ted  Sutes 199 

on  Mr.  Dana's  resolution  respecting  the 

Post  Office  EsUblishment  .  .  •  IM6 
on  the  bill  to  extend  the  time  of  payneat 

for  public  lands  -  *  .  .  - 1005 
on  oonsiderfng  the  report  in  the  case  of 

General  Wilkinson J0» 

speech  of,  in  reply  la  Mr.  Randolph  -  -  ^^ 
Smith,  Robert,  Secretair  ef  State,  corrsqwd- 

enoe  of  with  Mr.  Erakine       2068, 30M,  ^ 

206UtW» 

extracts  of  letters  from,  to  Mr.  Pinkney,  2068,SiI^ 

correspondence  o^  with  Mr.  Jackson,  2085,  I0^« 

2093,  2103. 2107.  2108,  210J,«1" 

a  letter  from  Mr.  Oakley,  British  Secrrtsiy    ,^ 

ef  Legation  ....  21l3.tll| 
a  ktter  from,  to  General  Armstrong  -      *  *^ 
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Page. 
Soap,  and  Tallow  Candles,  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  on  the  American 

manufactures  of 2227 

Boderstrom,  Richard,  correspondence  of  with  sev- 
eral successive  Secretaries  of  State,  2158,2159, 

2161,  2162 
Southard,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  (he  biir  for  a  de- 
tachment of  militia        ....  1383 

on  an  amendment  proposed  to  the  same    -  1474 
on  the  bill  to  impose  additional  duties        •  1862 
South  Carolina,  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and 
Manufactures  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  continuing   in 
force  an  act  declaring  the  assent  of  Con- 
gress to  an  act  of  the  Legislature  of       -     161 
a  bill  to  that  effect  reported,  read  twice,  and 
committed     -        -        -        -        -        -    217 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  .....    231 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed     -        -        -    234 
Spain,  Mr.  Livermore  submitted   a  reaoluti6a 
touching  our  intercourse  with,  whifth  the 
House  refused  to  consider      ...  1468 
a  report  from  the  Secretary  of  State  con- 
cerning affairs  with        -        -        .        .  2153 
Spain  and  its  Dominions,  a  lis!  of  Consuls  and 

commercial  agents  of  the  United  States  in  1998 
Speaker,  the  election  of  a        -        -        -        -      54 

Spermaceti  Oil  and  Candles*  report  of  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury  on  the  American 

manufiustures  of 2227 

Spinning  Mills,  Slc,  report  of  the  same  on        -  2227 
Spirituous  and  Molt  Liquors,  report  of  the  Sec- 

'retary  of  the  Treasury  on      -        -        -  S232 
Standing  Committees,  a  motion  to  appoint  the, 

made  by  Mr.  Alston       ....      '68 

carried  without  a  division  •        -        •        -      60 
appointment  of  the,  at  the  second  session  -    683 
Standing  Rules  and  Orders,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  and  report,  for  the 
government  of  the  House      ...    ^85 
a  report  from  said  committee  read,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole    -    753 
the  report  debated  in  committee,  1153, 1158, 1207, 

1209 
Mr.  Johnson  moved  the  addition  of  a  new 
rule  to  the     -        -        -        -        -        -  1247 

which  was  agreed  to  •        -        -        •  1253 

Stanford,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  election  of  the 

Speaker         - 55 

speech  of,  introducing  a  resolution  concern- 
ing the  Sedition  law      -,      •        -        -119 
in  reply  to  Mi.  Dana         -  .      -        -        -     121 
remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  re- 
lating to  the  Post  Office  Department      •    460 
on  the  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  of  the 

New  England  Land  Company        -     731,  737 
speech  of;  on  the  joint  retdution  concern- 
ing the  British  MinisUr  -        -        •    935 
remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  concerning  the  - 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury      -        -        -  ^  1422 
on  considering  the  report  in  the  case  of  Gen. 
Wilkinson     -        -       ^        •        -        •  2042 
Stanley,  John,  of  North  Caroliiia,  appeared  and 

took  hu  seat 683 

spoecb  of,  on  the  jobit  resolotioB  mpecting 
the  British  Miniater       -       •       -       -1125 


Page. 
Stationery,  Printing,  dec,  a  bill  making  appro- 
pnations  to  defray  the  expense  of,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....    234 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  of  the  same  tenor    -    416 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Burweli,  the  Committee 
of  Accounts  were  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  manner  in  which  the  contract 
with  the  Clerk  for  supplying,  has  been 

executed 1216 

said  committee  reported  that  it  is  unneces- 
sary  to  take  any  further  steps  therein, 
which  report  was  concurred  in        -        -  1363 
Stedman,  William,  of  Massachusetts,  appeared 

and  took  his  seat 705 

Stout,  John  N.,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed 827 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading 1215 

read  the  third  time,  and  passed  -        -  1218 

Straw  Bonnets  and  Hats,  report  of  the  Seereta- 
tai^  of  the  Treasury  on  the  American 

■manulhctures  of 2236 

Sturges,  Mr.,  speech  of,  on  the  bill  concerning 

\  commercial  intercourse  ....  1226 
Suffiage,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  In- 
diaua  Territory,  praying  the  extension  of 
the  right, of,  to  every  free  white  male 

thereof,  referred 716 

Sugar  Refiners,  petitions  of  the  several,  in  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore, 
and  Alexandria,  praying  to  be  allowed 
drawback,  were  respectively  referred  to 
^  the  Committee  of  Commerce  and  Manu- 
factures -  -  .  118,152,161,217 
a  bill  to  extend  the  right  of,  to  the  people  of 
Madison  county,  read  4wice^  and  com- 
mitted          .  1215 

Superior  Qourtsof  Territories,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Poindexter,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  extend- 
ing jurisdiction  to  the,  where  a  district 
court  has  not  been  established        -        •    701 
Surveyors  of  the  Public  Buildings,  a  report  from 

the        -        -        -        -        ...        -    828 

referred  to  a  select  obmmittee     ...    844 
Sweden  and  its  Dominions,  Consuls,  dec  of  the 

United  SUtes  in    •        -        -        -        -  1998 

Swoope,  Jacob,  of  Virginia,  uppeared,  and  took 

his  seat  ......    683 

St.  Clair,  General  Arthur,  a  memorial  of,  pray- 
ing the  reimbursement  of  moneys  ad- 
vanced by  him  on  public  account  during 
the  Revolutionary  war,  referred   to  the 
Committee  of  Claims     ....      73 

a  report  from  said  committee,  ordered  to  lie 

on  the  table 350 

the  said  report  disagreed  to,  and  the  dis- 
agreement confirmed  by  the  House         -  1761 

a  copy  of  the  report 2387 

St  Lawrence,  a  bill  to  establish  a  new  collec- 
tion district,  to  be  called  the  District  of, 
read  twice,  and  committed     ...  1768 

T. 

Taggart,  Samael,  of  MasaaefauMtts,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  bis  aaat    -        -        .        .      57 

Tallmadge,  Mr.,  remarfca  of,  on  Mr.  Randolph's 

raaolataottoaUtodocCrineoflibol   •        •      69 
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'  Tallmadge,  Mr.— continued.  PKg«. 

q>eech  of,  on  the  bill  from  the  Senate  to 
complete  the  fortifications       ...     252 

remarks  of,  on  the  resolution  to  limit  the 
Brigadiers'  pay      -        -        *        *        -    3^^ 

speech  of,  on  the  Joint  resolution  concerning 
the  British  Minister        -       ,-        •        -  1049 

repnarks  of,  on  Mr.  Newton's  resoluticm  to 
ask  for  a  state  of  the  Army    ...  1256 

on  the  bill  for  a  detachment  of  militia         -  1383 

speech  of,  on  the  torpedo  bill      ...  1630 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  lay  additional 
duties 18S9 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army    -        -        -  1866 

oii  the  bill  to  reduce  the  JSa^al  Establish- 
ment             -        -  1990- 

Tanning,  extract  of  a  letter  from  William  Ed- 
wards, on  the  subject  of         -        -        •  2289 
Tappahannock,  a  bill  to  remove  the  office  of 
Collector  from,  to  Fredericksburg,  read 
twice,  and  committed     .        .        -        .  1768 
Taylor,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  concurring  in  Mr. 

Randolph's  second  resolution  -        •        -      71 

speech  of,  on  the  resolution  respecting  the 
Carthagena  prisoners      -        -        -     289, 313 

on  the  bill  to  amend,  &c.,  the  non-inter- 
course act      -        -        -        -        -     407; '420 

remarks  of,  on  the  third  reading  of  said  bill     451 

on  the  bill  to  remit  certain  penalties  -    -    *    464 

on  the  batture  resolutions  -        -        -        -    '468 

on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  inter- 
course  -        -        -        -         1164,  1170,  1171 

speech  of,  on  the  same       -        -        -        •  1260 

remarks  of,  on  the  inquiry  into  the  official 
conduct  of  Mr.  Gallatin  -        -        -        -1419 

on  the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  inter- 
course bill     -        -        -        -  1438,  1639 

on  the  resolution  respecting  the  gunboats  -  1664 

introductory  of  a  motion  to  discharge  the 
Committee  of  the  Whole  from  the  con- 
sideration of  the  Bank  question,  and  to 
refer  it  to  a  select  committee  -        •        -  1679 

speech  of,  on  the  repeal  of  the  non-inter- 
course act      - 1714 

on  inquiring  into  the  conduct  of  General 
Wilkinson     -        .....  1734 

remarks  of,  on  fhe  bill  ibr  the  better  accom- 
modation of  the  Post  Office  Department  -  1771 

speech  of,  on  bill  No.  2,  concerning  commer^ 
dal  intercourse       .....  1773 

on  the  bill  to  renew  the  charter  of  the  Bapk 
of  the  United  States       -        -  1804,1938 

remarks  of,  on  the  bill  to  impose  additional 
duties    .......  I860 

on  the  reduction  of  the  Army    .        .'        .  1866 

on  considering  the  report  in  the  case  of 
General  Wilkinson         -        -        -      '  -  2032 
Taylor,  Bichard,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twice, 

and  committed       -        -        -        -        -  1197 

reported  without  amendment  -  -  -  1402 
Tennessee,  Mr.  Poindexter  submitted  a  resolu- 
tion requesting  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
lay  before  the  House  an  abstract  of  all 
British  patents,  warrants,  &c,  filed  in  his 
office,  agreeably  to  the  several  acts  regu- 
lating grants  of  land  south  of  4he  State.of    746 

the  resolution  agreed  to     -        -        -        -    747 
Territorial  Oourtg,  Mr.  P.  reported  a  bill  to  ex* 
tend  jurisdiction  in  certain  cases  to,  read 
twice,  and  committed     ....    827 


Territories,  Mr.  P.  submitted  a  resolution  to  re- 
'  peal  so  much  of  the  ordinance  for  &e 
government  of,  as  empowers  their  Gov- 
ernors to  prorogue  and  dissolve  the  Legis- 
latures of tl8 

the  resolution  agreed  to,  and  a  coaunittee 
appointed       -        -        -'       -       •       -   J18 
Tervin,  Richard,  a  fiivorable  report  on  the  peti- 

tion  of,  was  concurred  in        -       -      •  158J 
the  Committee  on  Public  Lands  ordered  to 

prepare  a  bill  in  pursuance     -       -      <  15M 
a  bill  read  twice,  and  cdmmitted        -       -  1858 
reported  amended,  and  ordered  to  fie  on  fte 
table      -        -        -        -        -       -       -1881 

Thompson,  John,  an  adverse  report  from  die 
Committee  of  Claims  on  me  ]petitioii  o( 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  -        -        -        -        -       .      -  m4 

disagreed  to  by  the  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
and  their  disagfreement  being  confirmed 
by  the  House,  a  bill  was  ordered  for  his 

reUef 15» 

a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  twic?,  and  eommitted  iStf 
reported  without  amendment,  read  a  thvd 
time,  and  passed    -        -        -       .      -  ITB 
Threadraakers,  Mr.  Mumford  presented  the  peti- 
tion of  the,  of  New  York,  praying  pioteetife 
duties,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Con- 
mferee  and  MamtfeetHres        •>       .      •  888 
Thurber,  Esra,  a  report  on  the  petition  of,  refff- 

red  to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole       •  868 
Tin,  report  of  the  Secretary  of  tho  Tteasvy  on 

America  manufactures  of     -       -      -  M» 
Tobacco  Transaction,  papers  reUtinsr  to  the,  in 

the  case  of , General  Wilkinson       -      -  ^ 
Tomhigbee,  the  petition  of  sundry  citixens  re- 
siding on  the,  praying  to  be  secured  ii 
the  free  navigation  of  the  Mobile  and, 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wajs  and 
Means  -        -        --        -       --W 

Torpedoes,  a  letter  from  Robert  Fulton,  wHh 
pamphlets  accompanying  it,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  his  invention  of,  was  read    -      •  1*** 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Dawson,  the  letter,  &c.| 

were  referred  to  a  select  committee        •  l^ 
a  resolution  reported  from  said  cosunittee 
to  allow  the  use  of  the  House  to  Mr.  Fol-    _ 

ton -jJS 

the  resolution  negatived    -        -       -      •  iw 
a  bill  from  the  Senate  makhig  an  appropd»- 

tionfor  trying  the  practical  use  of  the   •  H^ 
read  twice,  and  committed         -       -      •  *^ 
reported  with  amendments         -     ,  '  ,   *^ 
agreed  to,  and  ordered  to  a  third  readingi 

and  read  a  third  time      -        -       "      '  ^2} 
and  finally  passed  -    -        -        •       .      •  iwl 
Tracy,  Uri,  of  New  York,  appeared,  and  tookhii 

seat '^^ 

Treasury,  the  annual  report  of  the  Secretaiy  « 
the,  Preferred  to  the  Committee  of  Wsyi 

and  Means -  IW 

correspondence  of  die  Secretary  of  the,  wifii 
^e  President  of  die  Bank  (rf  the  United 

Sutes ;«^ 

Tripoli,  the  Consul  of  the  United  Stipes  at,  wilb 

a  statement  of  hie  allowances     -        .      •  l'*' 
Troup,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  Mr.  Randdj^'s  rei*- 

lution  relating  to  libel    -        "       '      '    ag 
remarks  of,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Randolph  -      * 
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on  the  reaolation  respecting  the  proroguing 
power  of  Governors  of  Territories  -     218,  319 

on  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  a  petition  to 
divide  Mississippi  Territory    -        -        -    26{> 

on  the  resolution  to  refer  the  battur^  Ques- 
tion to  the  Attorney 'General  .        -        ^    333. 

speech  of,  introdnctory  of  snndry  resolution^ 
concerning  violations  of  neutral  rights    -    691 

remarks  o(  on  the  resohition  concerning ' 
Danish  spoliations  -        -        -        -        -    700 

on  the  resolution  calUng  for  certain  papers  -    710 

OB  the  motion' to  refer  the  memorial  of  the 
New  England  Land  Company      7^9,  731,  732 

on  Mr.  Bacon's  motion  to  print  certain  acts  ' 
and   proceedings  of  the  Legislature  of 
Georgia         -        -        -        -        -        -    745 

on  the  bill  for  a  detachment  firom  ^e  i^uli^  I3d^ 

on  the  convoy  bill      -        -   .    -      .  -        -  1490 

on  the  bill  ooncernhug  commercial  inter* 
course   -        -        -        -        -  .     -        -  1496 

on  adhering  to  disagreement  in  the- amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  sAtne    •        -  1641 

on  the  bill  to  impose  additional  duties         -  186iS 

on  the  btH  to  renew  ^e  charter  of  Ihe  Bank 
of  the  United  States        -    .  V        1938,  1940 
Tanis,  the  Consul  of  the  United  Stalea  in,  with 

a  statement  of  his  allowanees-        -    '    -1999 
Turkey,  Consul  of  the  United  States  In,  with-  a 

statement  of  his  allowiantes    ...  1999 
Turner,  Charles,  jr.,  the  petition  of;  contesting 
the  seat  of  Sf  r.  Baylies,  Of  Massachusetts, 
and  praying  to  be  admitted,  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Elections  •        -        *        -     .61 

a  report  from  said  committee,  recommend- 
ing a  postponement  of  the  subject  until 
Uie  next  session     -        -        -    '    -        -    288 

the  report  was  conaidered  •        •^        -        -    266 

and  recommitted        •        -        -        •  ^      .    268 

a  detailed  repori  from  the  Committee  of  Elec- 
tioUs      -        -""        •-        •        -    361 

with  a  resolution  declaring  said  Turner  le» 
gaily  dpcted  -        -  -  -      -        -    368 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Phidley,  was  admitted  jto 
take  part  in  the  discussion  of  the  report, 
declaring  Mr.  Baylies  not  legally  electa    417 

being  declared  duly  elected,  was  qualified, 
and  took  his  seat    -        -        -    -    -        -    462 

Tamer,  Edward,  an  adverse  report  on  ^  peti- 
tion of,  was  concurred  in  ,      -        -        -     783 
Turnpike,  Mr.  Love  presented  the  petition   of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  City  of  Wash- 
ington, praying  en  act  o(  incorporation  of 
a  company  to  make  a  road  to  meet  the  Bal- 
timore, at  boundary  of  the  District,  refer- 
"     red  to  the  Committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia       -        .        .        ,        -.       ,90 
Union  Bank  of  Georgetown,  a  report  on  the  pe- 
tition of  the  Directors,  &c^  of  the  -        -  1368 

referred  to  a  Committee  of  the  Whole         ^  1376 

•'     ■     U.  -      "   ■ 

Unproductive  Post  Routes,  two  annual  leporta  of 

tiie  Poatmasler  General  concaming         -1479 

UnsettM  Aoconnta,  on  motiemof  Mr.  Quinoy^tha 
report  of  the  Comptroller  in  relatioa  to, 
waarefarred  to  a  select  committee  -        -  1206 
Mr.  Quin^,  on  the  part  of  aaid  ooounitlaa, 
made  a  report       •        •        -        -        -  2201 
11th  Con.  2d  Ssss^^d 
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Upham,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  a  motion  to  refer  a 

petition 698, 699 

remarks  of,  on  a  resolution  calling  for  cer- 
tain papefs    -----     711, 714 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  memorial  of  the 
New  England  Land  Company       -        -  '  737 

i^ech  of,  on  the  joint  resolution  respecting 
the  British  Minister        -        -        .        .  1032 

remkrks  of,  introductory  of  a  resolution  eas- 
ing for  k  statement  of  the  expenses  of  for^ 
eig^  intercourse     -        -        -      .  -        -  1480 

on  his  resolution  calling  for  a  list  of  the  Con- 
ftuls,  6ie,f  of  the  United  Sutes        •        -1946 
Useful  Arts,- on  motion  of  Mr.  Bacon,  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  inquire  whether  any 
and  what  alterations  are  necessary  in  the 
'  act  to  promote  the  progress  of        -        -    706 

a  bill  for  the  encouragement  of  leamiog  and 
promotion  of  the,  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted  -.       -        -        -        -        .        -  1218 

'      ■  "^  ..'     V.      .. 

Tan  Dyke,  Nicholas,  of  Delaware,  wasqualiAed, 

and  took  bia  seat   -<     -'       •        -       -    266 

attendance  of,  at  the  second  aeaaion    -        •  1162 

remarks  of,  introductory  of  a  reaolution  on 
the  subject  of  gunboats  -        .        .        -  1662 

in  support  of  said  resolutioit       •        •        -1664 
Van  Ham,  Mr.,  remarks  o^  on  Mr* Saoon'a reso- 
lution respecting  domestic-manufaeturta  -    230 

raibarks  of,  introduotory  of  sundry  resolu- 
tions on  navigation  laws        ...;.-    703 

in  reply  to  objection  to  his  resolution  -        -    728 

on  the  amendments  of  tho  Sonaite  to  tha 
eomnureial  intereourae  bill     *        -  .      •  1180 

6n  the  resolution  to  ifflpeae  additionid  duties  1470 

on  the  Inll  fur  a  detachment  from  the  militia  1478 

speech  of,  on  the  same  .     -        -        -  1499, 1626 
Vamey,  Phineaa^  a  bill  to  discharge  from  impria^ 

onment,  read  twice,  and  committad        -  1366 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 
'  (o  ft  third  reading  -        -        -        *        -  1617 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed      -        »        -  1618 
Vamuni,  ioaeph  Bt  eleotioB  of^  as  Speaker        -      04 

address  of,  to  the  House    *        -        -        -      66 

remarka  o4  ^  Mr.  Shay's  reaolution  fa)»- 
tivis  tO'the  baiture 468 

on  amending  the  Detawaca  canal  bUl  1474,  1476, 

—  H79 

Vittcennes,  a  petition  of  sundry  inhabitanle  of 

Indiana  Territory,  praying  an  act  to  «q- 

tfaorise  the  Land  Commissioner  &r  the 

distn<;t  of^  to  decide  on  .titles,  drc,  sa- 

ferred 936 

Virginia,  the  Speaker  laid  before  tha  House  sav-  ' 
eral  letters  from  the  Grovemor,  enclosing 
certificatea  of  the  election  of  Bepreaenta- 
tivea  from  that  State,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Elections  ....  58 
Virginia  Military  Land  Warranto,  on  motion  of 
Mr«  Morrow,  the  Committee  on  Public 
'  Lands  were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  extending  the  time  for  lo- 
,  eating,  &JL 696 

a  Inll  on  the  subject  read  twice,  and  com- 
mitted   ^       -    868 

reported  with  amendments,  concurred  in,  and 
.  ordered  Co  a  third  reading       ...  1877 

read  a  third  time,  and  passed  as  amtnded  -  1879 
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YkfiBi*.  Land  Warrants— continued.  Page, 

retoroed  firoot  the  Senate  with  amendmeata  1487 
wbich  were  twice  read,  and  concurred  in    -  1494 
Virginia  Officers  of  the  Revolution,  Mr.  Nelson 
presented  the  petition  of  sundnri  prajing 
to  be  allowed  half-pay  for  Ui,  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole      -        -  1638 
Volunteers,  so  much  of  the  President's  Message 
as  relates  to,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Militaiy  and  Naval  BsUbHshmento  1000 
said  committee  reported  a  resolution  to  rats6 
and  imbody  ^  force  of,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  of  the  Whole     •        -  J15]^ 

Wade,  Zebulon,  an  advene  report  on  the  petition 

of,  concurred  in     r        -        •        -        -  1S84 
VMungton^  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants 
of  the  City  q^  presented  in  May  Ust,  was, 
on  motion  of  Mr.  Love,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  District  ckT  Columbia  •    705 
Mr.  L.  presented  the  petition  of  the  City 
douncil  of,  praying  an  extension  of  pow^ 
en        •       -        •        ...        •  1449 
a  bill  to  amend  the  act  to,  inoorpnale^  the 
City  of,  read  twice,  and  oommitt^-        -  1761 
Washiagton  College,  a  bill  t(|  incorporate  the 

Trustees  of,  read  twioe,  and  committed    -    844 
Washtpgton  Navy- Yard  Medianical  Socae^f  a 
bUl  to  incorporate  the,  read  twice,  and  com* 
Bitted   ...        .        .        .        -  1446 

Waihingteni  Cokmel  William,  Mr.  Randolpli 
submitted  a  resolution  in  honor  of  the 
memory  of  the  late        -        -        •        -1770 
the  reeoltttion  negfttived    *        *        .        -  1771 
Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  ^e  resolution-  and 
proceedings  thereon  be  expunged  ftom  the 
idwmal,  which  boing  4>b|eeted  to  by  Mr. 
It,  fell  to  the  ground      -        -        *        -1789 
Mr.  Quiney  submitted  a  resolutioo  on  thf 

subject  of  these  proceedings  .        -        -  1794 
which  was  agreed  to  •        *    .    r        •        *  1796 
Wtyn  and  Means,  appointment  of  the  standing 

Committee  of         .        -        •        .      «0,  684 
Weakley,  Rohett,  of  Tennessee,  was  qualified, 

aud  took  his  seat  ,  *        -        -        «    ,    •      89 
Webb,  Josiah  H.,  Mr.  Poindexter  presented  the 
petition  of,  praying  an  annuity  in  conse- 
quence* of  a  wound  received  while  emi- 
ployed  as  a  mail  rider,  referred  to  a  scdect 
'  committee     -        -        i^    ^   .        -        •    689 
ebW  for  the  reli^o^  read' twice,  and  eom* 
mitted  -        -        -        ...        .744 

West  Point,  Mr.  Lewis  submitted  a  reeolution  to 
remove  the  corps  of  ei^gineers  from,  to 
Washington,  which  the  BUmse  refused  to 
oonsider         ......    188 

afterward  considered  and  negatived    -        .    330 
Mr.  Lewis  renewed  his  motion,  and  failed 

again 284 

a  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into 
the  expediency  of  providing  by  law  for 
ascertaining  and  settting  the  boundaries  of 

the  puUtc  land  at 829 

a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  te 
ascertain  and  settle  the  exterior  Nne  of  the 
public  land, at,  read  twice,  and  committed    380 
a  similar  at  the  second  seesioil  had  the  same 
result .  1428 


West  Points-continued.    ,  Fsfa 

on  motion  of  Mr.  Grold,  a  resolution  was 

adopted  relating  to  the  state  of  the  arKail  it  1S17 
on  motion  of  Mr,  Fisk  the  committee  to 
whom  the  above  was  referred,  were  in- 
structed to  inquire  info  the  expediency  of 
repairing  the  fortification  ^    -       •      -  ItlT 
Weymouth,  William,  a  bttl  for  the  relief  of;  read 

twice,  and  committed     -        -       -      -  llll 

accompanied  by  a  detailed  report  of  bcti  m 
V.        the  case         -        -        -        -        -       •  IW 

the  bill  reporte4  with  an  am^dment,  and 

ordered  to  a  third  reading       -       •       •  17tt 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  as  amended  17$) 
Wheaton,  Joseph,,  a  memorial  of;  jpraying  rein- 
statement in  the  office  of^  8ergeant-a(- 
..  Arms,  was  read     -        -      .  -        .      -    57 
Wheaton,  Mr.,  remarks  of,  on  the  reeoltttion  call- 

ipg  fbr  certain  papers   --        -        -       -   711 

on  tfa^  joint  refolutioa  ceftoerning,  the  Bri^ 

ish  Minister  -        -   ^    -        -        .       -   7M 
speech  of,  on  the  aame       -        -  ^    •,     '  '^ 
on  the  bill  concerning  commercial  init^ 
course  -        -        -        -        -       -      -  HC 

Whipple,  Commodore  AJ>|rahami  a.  detitiled  re- 
port on  the  petition  of .  .        .  -  IW 
with  «  resoliitioa  that  the  pmyer  oaght  t9be 
granted-        -        -        -        -        .       -  1»( 

a  bill  for  the  relief  of;  read  twifie,  andcem- 

mitted   -        -        -        .-.-!«» 
thjB  Committee  of  the  Whole  discharged  •  1711 
White,  William,  and  others,  a  bill  for  the  xdief 

of;  read  twice,  and  committed 
Whitman,  Esokiel,  of  Massachusetts,  was  quali- 
fied, and  took  his  seat    .        .        '      - 
remarks  of,  on  the  non-intercourse  bill 
attendance  of,  at  the  second  session    - 
remarks  of,  on  hu  motion  to  refer  a  petitum 
on  his  motion  to  ask  information  concerning 
Danish  spoliations  -     ,  -        -        .       -  M 
Wilkinson,  Joseph,  jr.,  a  bill  to  disdiarge  from 

tfldprisonment,  read  twice,  and  committed  ^ 
Wilkinson,  Brigadier  peneral,  Mr.  Pearfon  sub- 
mitted a  resolution  that  a  eomifiittee  be 
i^pointed  to  inquire  into  the  conduct  of-  161^ 
the  resolution-  discussed,  and  a  committee 

fi^inted      -        -        .        -        .       .1717 
e  letter  from,  to  the  8pieaker,  enclosing  the 
copy  of  one  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 

read       - 1« 

report  of  the  committee  of  znqidry      •      »  ^ 
the  sidd  report  atlai^e,  with  numerous  doca- 
roents    •        ...        .        -       .  MM 
Wihne#,  the  Rev.  Mr.,  a  message  from  the  Senate 

that  they  have  appointed.  Chaplain        •    ^ 
Wibon,  James,  of  New  Hampshire,  appesied, 

and  took  his  seat ^ 

remarks  of;  on  a  moHon  to  refer  «  petition  -  ^ 
Wibon,  Joseph,  a  bill  for  the  relief  o^  read  twiice, 

and  committed       -        -        -       .      -  18Si 
reported  ai^ended,  and  otdered  to  lie  on  the 

UUe 18» 

Winn,  Richard,  ef  South  CaroKna,  wets  qualified, 

and  took  his  seat    ...       .       .      -  V 
attondanee  of»  at  the  secoBd  efwion   *      - 1^ 
WidMnpoon,  Robert,  of  South  CaMliim,  appear 

ed,  and  took  liis  seat .    -       -       .       -  ^ 
Weed,  and  Manufeetuieo  of,  report  of  the  Seat- 
tary  e>-AmericMi  •       •       •       .      •  tS> 
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Ptge. 
Woolkn  MftBiifaetartfri,  a  pelitkm  ef  ituidrf ,  of 

M&flMchiMetU,  pniyfaig  encourtgeBieii^  -    816 

Y. 

Ttioo  Claims,  Mr.  Troup  atibmitted  a  fMolntion 
to  print  for  the  use  of  members  certain 
acts  and  proceedings  of  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, in  relation  to  the      -        -        -        -    789 
Mr.  Bacon  moTed  that  sundry  other  papers 
'  be  added  to  the  resolation  to  print  -        -    745 
both  motions  agre<^d  to,  with  the  exception 
of  part  of  an  act  included  in  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Bacon          •        -        •        -        -    748 
Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  If  ew  England 
memorial  on  the  subject  of,  be  refetrod  to 
the  Committee  of  Claims,  with  insmic^ 
tions  to  report  to  the  House    -        -        -  1881 
Mr.  R.  withdrew  his  motion,  and  submitted 
a  resolution  that  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rial is  unjust,  dec,  and  ought  not  to  be 
granted,  which  the  House  reused  to  con- 
sider              -        •  1882 

Mr.  R.  thon  moved  that  the  petitioners  hate 
leave  to  withdraw  their  petition,  which  was 
ordered  to  lie  oh  the  table       ...  1883 
Teas  and  Nays,  on  Mr*  Lyon's  motion  to  ballot 

lor  the  standing  committees    •        -        «      69 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  Mr.  Stan- 
ford's resolution  concerning  the  sedition 

Uw        - 184 

on  an  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Spea- 
ker       .        -  135, 1409,  1462,  1753,  1980 
on  Mr.  Gardenier's  resolation  to  rednce^into 
one  the  several  acts  laying  an  embargo, 
and  the  act  to  prohibit  intercouite  -        •    282 
•a  Mr.  Bacon's  resolation  relating  to  domes- 
tic manufactures    -        ...        -    236 
on  Mr.  Burwell's  motion  to  amend  the  Sen- 
ate bill  to  complete  the  fortifications        -    255 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     •        -    256 
•n  Mr.  Randolph's  motioii  to  require  the 
presence  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy   820, 

321 
■   on  laying  on  the  table  a  resolution  ooncem- 

ing  the  finances 826 

<m  the  passage  of  said  resolution        -        •    885 
on  indefinite  postpontment  of  the  bill  for  re- 
demption of  the  public  debt    ...    8t5 
on  Mr.  Dana's  amendment  to  said  bHI     827,  328 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  said  bill     -        -860 
on  amending  the  title  of  the  same        •        •    860 
on  committing  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  the  fir^  resolution  concerning  do- 
mestic manufactures      ....    366 

en  the  second  resolution  on  that  subject     -    867 
on  the  proposition  for  selling  the  gunboats      892 
on  amending  the  Senate  bill  respecting  non* 
intercourse    ......    44! 

on  a  motion  to  amend  the  same  so  as  to  ex- 
clude both  British  and  French        -        -    442 
on  another  amendment  proposed  by  Mr.  Liv- 

erftiore -        •    446 

on  the  final  P^Mig^  ^^  ^  "^  bill    •        •    488 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  <^  the  eon- 
tested  election  between  Tomer  and  Bay- 
lies        -458 

on  agreeing  to  the  first  reaohitioii  of  tho 
Committee  of  Elections         ...    469 
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on  agreeing  to  the  second  resolofioli  declar- 
ing Bayhee  not  legally  elected        -        •    461 

on  agreeing^to  the  last  resolution,  declari^. 
Charles  Turner  entitled  to  his  seat  •    463 

on  a  resolution  to  call  fort^ertain  papers    -    715 

on  the  motion  to  refer  the  New  England 
menporial  to  the  Committee  of  Claims    -    787 

on  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  joint 
resolution  respecting  the  British  Minister  1088 

on  postponing  the  same  to  the  third  Mon- 
day in  February Ii43« 

on  recommitting  the  same         -        -        -1 144 

on  the  final  passage  thereof       ...  1157 

on  striking  out  the  fifth  section  of  the  bill 
concerning  commercial  intercourie         -  1222^ 

on  striking  out  the  clause  of  limitation  from 
the  same        ......  1245 

on  Mr.  Macon's  motion,  to  strike  out  the 
word  "  next,"  and  insert  «  present"        -  1246 

on  rvcommitting  the  said  bill     ...  1252 

on  referring  to  a  select  committee  the  reso- 
tion  Inspecting  convoy,  dec    ...  1254 

on  another  amendment  to  the  bill  concern- 
ing commercial  intercourse     -        -        -  1268 

on  ordering  the  said  bill  to  a  third  reading    1829 

on  laying  on  the  table  a  resolution  calling 
for  papers      -        -        •        .        .        »  1881 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  concerning 
commercial  intercourse  ....  1864 

on  amondm^u  to  the  appropriation  bill.  185i, 

1363,  1865 

on  reeoBunitting  the  same         ...  1866 

on  considering  the  resolution  to  call  for  pa- 
pers     ---.-.       .  1874 

on  amending  the  same       ....  1875 

on  the  resolution  as  amended     -        -        •  1875 

on  amending  the  bill  to  frohibit  the  use  of 
sea  loiters 1880 

on  a  resolution  fo^  adjournment         -        •  1407 

on  allowing  the  use  of  the  Hall  t6  Robert 
Pulton  -  -        •        -       -       -  1409 

on  inquiring  into  the  official  conduct  of  the 
Secretary  ol  the  Treasury      ....  1428 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn      -        •        •        -  1440 

on  postponing  the  bill  concerning  commer^ 
aal  intercourse      .....  ]4^ 

on  tddng  up  the  same       ....  1443' 

oil  postponing,  indefinitely,  the  Senate's 
amendments  to  the  same        ...  1450 

on  referring  Mr.  Eppes's  amendments  with 
those  of  the  Senate  to  a  select  committee  1468 

on  discharging  the  Committee  of  the  Whole 
firom  tho  subject  of  convoy      ...  1406 

on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole  in  disagreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Claims  on  the  petition  of 
Elixabeth  Hamilton       ....  i480 

on  instructing  the  said  committee  to  rqiort 
a  bill  pursoant  to  the  prayer  of  the  said 
petition         ......  1430 

on  concurring  with  the  select  committee  in 
disagreeing  to  the  Senate's  amendments 
to  the  interoourse  bill     -        -       •        .  1484 

on  Mr.  Potndezter's  resolution  relating  to 
thebattare 1^ 

on  insisting  on  disagreement  with  the  Bon- 
ate  on  the  interooorse  bill       -        •        .  1485 

on  a  motion  to  Nrjoct  tho  torpedo  bill         -  1497 
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Tetf  and  Nays — continued.  Page. 

on  amending  the  bill  for  a  detachment  from 
the  militia,  1629,  1530,  1670, 1673, 1574, 1576, 

1675 

on  postponing  the  resolution  fixing  a  daj 
for  adjournment     .....  1684. 

on  amending  the  bill  for  the  ipelief  of  Mrs. 
Hamilton       -        -        -        -  1661,  1662 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  Amej  Dardin        ....  1564 

OB  the  third  reading  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  Mrs.  Hamilton 1664 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  raid  bill    .        -  1666 

on  postponing  the  message  from  the  Senate 
of  adherence,  on  the  intercourse  bill        >  1685 

^n  the  filial  ^passage  ot  the  bill  for  a  detach** 
ment  from  the  militia     ....  1604 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 

of  Phineas  Varney        -      .  .        .        .  1618 
•on  amending  the  torpedo  bill     ...  1631 

on  postponing  the  intercourse  bill         1641,  1666 

on  a  motion  to  adjourn      -        -        -        -  1669 

on  amending  the  bill  concerning  the  bat- 
ture      .        .        -         1694,  1695,  1696,  1700 

on  adhering  to  disagreement  with  the  Sen- 
ate on  the  intercourse  bill 

on  considering  Mr.  Randolph's  resolution 
to  repeal  the  non-intercourse  act    - 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  batture  bill 

on  the  Indefinite  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lution concerning  General  Wilkinson 

on  the  first  member  of  the  resolution  last 
mentioned     -        -        -     '  -        •       .-  1754 

on  poatponhig  the  second  member  thereof    1766 

on  agreeing  to  the  whole  resolution 

on  a  motion  to  appoint  the  committee^of  in^ 
qniry  bj  ballot 

on  Mr.  Eppes's  motion  to  take  up  the  coi^' 
▼oy  bill  in  the  House     .        .        .        ^ 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  for  the  bet- 
ter accommodation  of  the  General  Post 
Office  and  Patent  Office 

on  agreeing  to  the  amendments  of  the  Sen- 
ate to  the  Poit  Office  bill        -        - 

OB  insisting  on  disagreeing  to  the  same 

on  Mr.  Kandolph's  resolution  that  the  peti- 
tion of  the  New  England  Land  Companj 
is  unjust,  &c.,  and  ought  not  to  be  granted  1883 

on  the  resolution  to  reduce  the  Military  Es- 

*  tablishraen^ 1884 


1701 

1703 
1704 

1761 


-1756 
1766 


179a 


1791 

1793 
1819 
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oo  the  resolation  to  reduce  tha  Naval  Es- 
tablishment    1884 

on  agreeing  to  both  resolutions  •        -  18B6 

OB  laying  on  the  table  bill  No.  8,  ooncerBing 

coinmercjal  intercourse  .  -  .  -  1914 
on  concurring  with  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole  in  an  amendment  to  the  same  -  1916 
on  Mr.  Mumford's  amendment  to  the  same  1917 
on  a  proviso  to  the  same,  6fiered  by  Mr. 

Livermore  .*.-.-  1999 
on  laying  the  bill  on  the  table  .  .  -  1999 
on  ordering  the  same  to  a  third  reading  -  1997 
on  rescinding  the  resolution  fixing  a  day  iow 

atUoumment  .....  1999 

on  the  final  passage  of  the  bill.  No.  9,  con- 
cerning commercial  inter^nrse       -        -  1931 
on  Mr.  8woope*8  amendment  to  the  bill  to 

recharter  the  Bank,  of  the  United  States  -  1936 
on  Mr.  Love's  amendment  to  the  same  -  1937 
on  Mr.  Troup's  motion  to  strike  out  the 

bonus 19U 

on  amending  the  Loan  bill         -        -         -  1949 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  same  -        -  1966 

on  amending  the  bill  to  xeduce  the  Navj       1977, . 

1978,  1983,  ^995,  ! 
on  indefinitiB  postponement  of  the  same       -  IS 
on  the  final  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  to 

extend  the  time  of  payment  for  pufalie 

lands     • 

on  the  number  of  seamen  to  be  retained  im 

service  -  -  -  -  20U{,  2013, 9914 
oq  the  final  passage  of  the  bill  ooneemin; 

the  Library -  991T 

on  Mr.  Pitkin's  resolution  respeetiBg  fnmga 

relations         -        -        -        . 
on  indefinite  postponement  of  bill.  No.  9, 

concerning  intercourse    -         2094,  9049,  \ 
on  agreeing  to  one  of  the  Senate's  amend- 

ments  to  the  same  -^        -  Wt^  1 

on  the  final  passsge  of  the  joint  resolvtiMi 

to  amend  the  Constitution       ... 
Toung,  Moses,  a  bill  for  relief  of,  read  tirice,  and 

committed 1999 

reported  without  amendment,  and  ordered 

to  a  third  reading  .....  1799 
read  the  third  time,  and  passed  ...  1799 
Z. 
Zinc,  report  of  die  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on 
discovery  and  American  manufiMturea  of 
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PUBLIC  ACTS. 


Pftge. 

Baibttj  Powers,  an  aet  to  reTiTe  and  eontiniie 

in  force  for  a  fiinher  time  the  first  lection 

of  the  act  fhiiher  to  protect  the  commerce 

and  teamen  <^  the  United  States  agdnst 

the 2613 

Capitol,  an  act  m^ing  farther  appropriation  to 

complete  the,  ic 3683 

Census,  an  act  proTiding  for  the  third        -        -  S524 
an  act  to  alter  and  amend  the  above   •        -  2636 
an  act  further  to  amend  and  alter  the  same    S680 
Chickasaw  Tribe,  an  act  supplementary  to  the 
act  making  appropriatioBs  to  carry  into 
e£bct  a  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  the  *        •       -        -        .        -  S606 

CoUectora  *'*>«**2»»an  act  authorising  the  ac- 
P^ntuig  ofl^„  Qf  ^^  Treasury  Depart- 
ment  to^^g  ^^it  ^  certain,  for  allow- 
«nces  pni4  by  tjjjgni  j^  ^^  owners  and 
^^l*  of  fishing  vcMels  -  -  -  -2612 
^^<^i>^i%lcial  Intercourse,  an  act  to  amend  and 
continue  in  force  certain  parts  of  the  act 
lo  interdict,  between  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain  and  France,  and  their 

dependencies 2608 

an  act  concerning  the,  between  the  same    •  2682 
Cqmberiand  Road,  an  act  in  addition  to  Uie  act 
to  regulate  the  laying  out  and  mddng  of 

the -        .  2613 

District  of  Columbia,  an  act  to  make  public  a 

road  in  Washington  county,  in  the  -  2630 

an  act  to  incorporate  a  company  for  making 

Certain  turnpike  roads  in  the  -        •        -  2630 
an  act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  establishment 
of  a  turnpike  company  in  the  county  of 
Alexandria,  in  the  -        -        -        -  2640 

Documents,  an  act  to  authorise  the  transportation 

of  certaiik,  by  mail,  free  of  postage  -        •  261 1 
Drawback,  an  act  to  extend  the  benefit  of,  on 
merchandise  transported   by  land    from 
Newport  to  Boston,  dbc.  ...  3641 

Fortifications,  an  act  UMdung  ftirther  appropria- 
tions to  complete  the,  commenced  for  the 
security  of  the  ports  and  harbors,  dec  -  2606 
Oairet,  Joab,  an  act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in 
whi^  ai^cation  shall  be  made  for  the 
putchase  of  land  at  the  sereral  land  ofllces, 
and  for  the  reliefer  -  ...  •  2614 
Oovemment,  an  act  m^ing  appropriations  for 

the  support  of.  for  the  year  1810     -        -  2616 
Indiana  Territory,  an  act  proriding  for  the  sale 
of  certain  lands  in  the,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses      2664 

Indian  Treaties,  an  act  making  appropriations  to 

carry  into  eflect  certain  ....  2684 
Invalid  Pensioners,  an  act  concerning       •        -  2668 
Jackson,  Francis  J.,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  of 
His  Britannic  Majesty  near  the  United 
States,  a  concurrent  resolution  touching 
the  conduct  of       -        -        -        •        -  2690 
Kaiktskia,  an  act  authorixing  the  appointment 

•f  an  agent  for  the  land  office  at,  dbc     -  2606 


Kaskaskia— continued.  Page* 

an  act  confirming  the  decisions  of  the  com- 
missioners in  the  dbtrict  of   -        -        -  2684 

Land  Offices,  an  act  to  prescribe  the  mode  in 
which  appropriations  shall  be  made  for  the 
purchase  of  land  at  the  several,  and  for 
the  relief  of  Joab  Garret        ...  2614 

Library,  an  act  in  addition  to  the  act  concerning 

the 2687 

LoaA,  an  act  aiithorixing  a,  dec        .        v        .  2687 

Madison  County,  Mississippi  Territory,  an  act 
for  the  appointment  of  an  additional  judge, 
and  for  extending  the  right  of  suffirage  in  2628 

Military  Establishment,  an  act  making  appropri- 
ations for  the  support  of  the,  for  tne  year 
1810 2622 

Military  Land  Warrants,  an  act  extending  the  • 

time  for  issuing  and  locating  ...  2618 

Ministers  and  Consuls,  an  act  fixing  the  com- 
pensation of  public        ....  2686 

Naval  Establishment  an  act  concerning  the      -  2612 

Navy,  an  act  making  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the,  for  the  year  1810  -        -        -  2621 

Ohio,  an  act  for  altering  the  time  for  holding  the 

district  court  in      -        -        -        •        -  2624 

Penalties  and  Forfeitures,  an  act  for  the  remia- 

sion  of  certain       .....  2607 

Post  Office  Establisliment,  an  act  regulating  the  2667 

Post  Roads,  ati  act  to  establish  -        •        •        -  2642 

Public  Debt,  an  act  supplementaiy  to  the  act 
making  provirion  for  the  support  of  public 
credit,  and  for  the  redemption  of  the        •  2610 

Public  Lands,  an  act  providing  for  the  printing 
and  distributing  of  such  laws  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  as  respect  the        •        •        -  2663 

Recruiting  Service,  an  act  to  suspend  for  a  limit- 
ed time  the    2611 

Refugees,  an  act  fiirther  to  provide  for  the,  dec.  •  2614 . 

Soituate  Harbor,  an^  act  to  erect  a  light-house  at 
the  entrance  of,  and^to  estaUish  sundry 
beacons,  buoys,  dtc,  elsewhere,      -        -  2689 

Sea  Letters,  an  act  to  prohibit  the  issuiug  o^  ex- 
cept to  certain  vessels    .        -        .        .  2629 

Senate  Chamber,  an  act  making  ai^ropriationsto 

finish  and  furnish  the     -        -        -        -  2618 

Shawneetown,  lUinoii.  (&w  Indiana  Territory ,) 

Ships  or  Yessehi,  an  act  respecting  the,  owned 
by  dtixens  or  subjects  of  foreign  nations 
with  which  commercial  intercourse  is  per- 
mitted    260* 

South  Carolina,  an  act  to  continue  in  force  an  act 
declaring  the  assent  of  Congress  to  a  cer- 
tain act  of  the  State  of  -        -        •        -  2607 

Stationery,  Printing,  d^  an  act  making  am»ro- 

priations  for  defi«ying  the  expenses  ot,  dbe^  261 1 

Suffi«ge,  an  act  supplemental  to  an  act  to  extend 

the  right  of,  m  Indiana  Territoty  •        -  2611 

Torpedo,  an  act  making  an  appropriation  for  the 

piurpose  of  trying  the  practical  use  of  the  2629 

Tirginia  Military  Land  Warrants,  an  act  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  locating,  dec  .  •  2667 
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